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THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


AT  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF  THE  FOURTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CFIT 

OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAT,  DECEMBER  4,  1815. 


MoxDAY,  December  4, 1816. 

Tke  first  session  of  the  Foarteenth  Comi^ress, 
conformably  to  the  Constitation  of  the  United 
States,  commenced  thb  day  at  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington; and  the  Senate  assembled. 

pbesent: 

Joseph  B.  Varnum,  from  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

William  Hunter,  and  Jbbsmub  R  Howbll, 
from  Rhode  Island. 

Dddlet  Chacb  and  Isaac  TiCBERoa,  from 
Vermont. 

David  Daoobtt,  from  Connecticut. 

Natbam  Sampobd,  from  New  York. 

Jambs  J.  Wilsom ,  from  New  Jefsey. 

A.BNCR  Laoock  aiM  JoNATBAN  R0BBRT8,  from 
Fennsylrania. 

OvTBRBRiDOB  H0B8BT,  ffom  Delaware. 

Jambs  Babbo&b,  from  Viiginia. 

JoBif  GAfLLARD,  fVoffi  South  Carolina. 

Cbarlbs  Tait,  from  Georgia. 

Qborob  W.  Campbell  and  Jobb  Williams, 
fVoin  Tennessee. 

BEiiJAMnf  Rdooles.  from  Ohio. 

Jambs  Brown  and  fiLsoius  Fromentin,  from 
Louisiana. 

JoBN  Gaillard,  President  pro  tempore,  re- 
sumed the  Chair. 

Isaac  Tigbbnor,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  for  the  term 
•f  six  vears.  commeneiog  on  the  4th  day  of 
March  aat ;  Natban  Sanpord,  appointed  a  Sen- 
ator bjr  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  New 
Tork  for  ihe  term  of  six  years,  commeneiog  on 
the  4th  day  of  March  last ;  Jambs  J.  Wilson, 
appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  for  the  term  of  six  years, 
commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March  last; 
James  Barbour,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
^slature  of  the  State  of  Virsioia.  for  the  term  of 
six  years,  commencing  on  the  4t)i  day  of  March 
last ;  George  W.  Campbell,  appointed  a  Sena- 
tor by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on 
the  4ch  day  of  March  last;  Jobn  Williams,  ap- 


pointed a  Senator  by  the  LenslalBw  of  the  Slate 
of  Tennessee,  for  the  term  of  two  yeaia.  in  plaoe 
of  George  W.  Campbell.  lesigBed;  Bbn^amim 
RuooLBs,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Lcj^iiilatUBS 
of  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  for  the  term  of  six  yean, 
commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  Aftareh  last;  i»- 
spectiTelr  produced  their  ciedeatials,  which  weie 
read ,  and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  admin- 
istered to  them,  ana  they  took  their  seats  in  the 
Senate. 

The  oath  was  also  administered  to  Messrs. 
Hunter,  Robbbtb,  and  Horsbt  ;  thek  eredsft- 
tials  haTing  been  read  and  filed  doriag  Uie  last 
sessioo. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  Ihe 
House  of  RepresenUtires  that  a  quorum  of  the 
Senate  is  assembled,  end  ready  to  proeeed  to 
business. 

Messrs.  Vabbum  and  Huntbr  were  appointed 
a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate^  togatiar 
witk  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  Ike 
House  of  RepresentaliTes,  on  thttr  part,  to  wait 
on  the  President  of  the  Unit«l  States,  and  notify 
him,  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assefli- 
bied  and  ready  to  reeeiTe  any  eommimicatioBs 
that  he  majrbe  piesssd  lo  make  to  them :  and  the 
Secretary  was  directed  to  notify  the  Howe  of 
Representatires  accordingly. 

The  PRBaiDBNT  communicated  a  letter  from  Ike 
committee  in  behalA)f  the  gentlemen  coBceraed 
in  erecting  the  new  building  on  the  Capitol  Hill 
for  the  accommodation  of  Congress,  oflmng  the 
same  to  Congress  until  the  Capitol  may  be  ready 
for  their  reception ;  which  was  read. 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  by  NLi.  Horsbt, 

Eetolioed,  "f  hat  a  committee  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  join  such  committee  as 
B»y  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  inquire  and  report  upon  the 
state  of  the  new  building  on  Capitol  Hill  ofiSned 
to  Congress  by  letter  addressed  to  the  President 
of  the  Senate  of  this  day,  by  a  committee  on 
their  part,  of  the  gentlemen  concerned  in  erecting 
the  same;  and  that  the  said  joint  committee  be 
instructed  to  inquire  and  ascertain  upon  what 
I  terms  and  conditions  the  use  of  the  saia  building 
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for  tbe  aceomnodatioD  of  Congress  may  be  ob- 
laioed,  oDtil  the  Capitol  may  be  ready  for  their 
iceeptioB. 

Jfeaofierf,  Tbat  Messrs.  Hobbet.  Lacock,  aod 
Pboiibhtix,  be  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Vabhum, 

Retolhed^  That  each  Senator  be  supplied,  dar- 
ing the  present  session,  with  three  sncb  newspa- 
pers, printed  in  any  of  the  States,  as  be  may 
choose;  provided  the  same  be  furnished  at  the 
Bsnal  rate  for  the  annaal  charge  of  soch  papers  \ 
and  provided,  also,  that  if  any  Senator  shall 
choose  to  take  any  newspapers  other  than  dailv 
papers;  he  shall  be  snpplied  with  as  many  sach 
papers,  as  shall  not  exceed  the  price  of  three 
daily  papers. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  a  committee  was 
appointed  agreeably  to  the  forty-second  rnle  for 
eondoctine  business  in  the  Senate ;  and  Messrs. 
LaoocK,  HowBLL,  and  Daoobtt,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fbombmtin,  a  comtaiittee 
-was  appointed  agreeably  to  the  twenty-second 
mle  for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate ;  and 
Messrs.  Fbombmtin,  Sanpobd,  and  Ticbemob, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Fbombhtin  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion for  consideration,  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  the  second  reading: 

Ruohed^  Thai  a  oommittae  of  three  members  be 

2 pointed,  who,  with  three  members  of  the  House  of 
presentatives,  to  be  appointed  by  that  House,  shall 
have  the  direction  of  the  money  appropriated  to  the 
pwchaBe  of  books  and  maps,  for  the  use  Of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Laoock,  it  was  read  a  sec- 
ond time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  considered, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed,  tne  President  re- 
ported it  to  tbe  House  accordingly ;  and  on  the 
question,  ^  Shall  this  resolution  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?''  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
BMtive.  It  was  then  read  a  third  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed;  and  Messrs.  Fbomen- 
TiH,  HuMTEB,  and  QoLOBBOBOUOB,  Were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  HowBLL  submitted  a  motion  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  two  Chaplains,  of  different  denomi- 
nations, to  Congress,  during  the  present  session, 
one  by  each  House,  who  shall  interchange  week- 
ly; which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration,  which  was  read : 

Rftfffeffrii  That  Ifonn^ioy  Bayly,  Doorkeeper  and 
8eigeantpai-AniM  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
anthoriied  to  employ  one  assistant  and  two  horses,  for 
the  purpose  of  performing  sach  services  as  are  usnaliy 
lequiiea  by  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate;  which  ex- 
pense shall  be  paid  out  of  the  oontingeot  fond. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 


TuBBDATi  December  & 
William  W.  Bibb,  from  the  Slate  of  Georgia, 
look  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


A  message  from  tbe  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  assembled,  and  have  elected 
Hbnbt  Clat,  one  of  the  Representatives  for  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  their  Speaker,  and  Tboiiab 
DouoBEBTT,  their  Clerk,  and  are  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  business.  They  have  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  their  part,  to  join  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him 
that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled, 
and  ready  to  receive  any  communications  he 
may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them.  They  concur 
in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee  on  the  arrangementa 
for  the  library,  and  have  appointed  a  committee 
on  their  part.  They  also  concur  in  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
committee,  to  inquire  and  report  of  the  state  of 
the  new  building  on  Capitol  Hill,  offered  for  the 
accommodation  of  Congress,  and  nave  appointed 
a  committee  on  their  part. 

Mr.  Vabn DM  reported,  from  the  joint  commit- 
tee, tbat  they  had  waited  on  tbe  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  President  informed 
the  committee,  that  he  would  make  a  communi- 
cation to  the  two  Houses  this  day  at  12  o'clock. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbsiobnt  op  tbe  United  Statbb  : 

iPtUouxitixenB  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Rqweaeniaiioea  i 

I  have  the  satisfoction,  on  our  piesent  meetiag,  ef 
being  able  to  communicate  to  you  the  soeoessfhl  termi- 
nation of  the  war  which  had  bean  eommeneed  against 
t&e  United  States  bj  the  Regency  of  Algieta.  The 
■qnadion  in  advance  on  that  aenrice,  under  Commo- 
dore Decatur,  lost  not  a  moment  after  its  anrival  in  the 
Mediterranean,  in  seeking  the  naval  force  of  the  enemy 
then  cruising  in  that  sea,  and  snooeeded  in  capturing 
two  of  his  ships,  one  of  them  the  principal  ship,  com- 
manded by  the  Algerine  AdmiraL  The  high  character 
of  the  American  commander  was  brilliantly  sustained 
on  the  occasion,  which  brought  his  own  ship  into  close 
action  with  that  of  his  adversary,  as  was  the  accne- 
tomed  gallantly  of  all  the  officers  and  men  actually 
engaged.  Having  prepared  the  way  bv  this  demon- 
stration of  American  auil  and  proweas,  he  hastened  to 
the  port  of  Algiers,  where  peace  vras  promptiy  yidded 
to  his  victorious  force.  In  the  terms  stipulated,  the 
rights  and  honor  of  the  United  States  were  paiticulaxly 
consulted,  by  a  perpetual  ralinquiahment,  on  the  part 
of  the  Day,  of  all  pretensions  to  tribute  from  them* 
The  impressions  which  have  thus  been  made,  atrength* 
ened  as  thev  will  have  been,  by  subsequent  transao- 
tions  with  the  Regencies  of  Tunis  and  of  Tripoli,  hf 
the  appearance  of  the  larger  force  which  followed  un- 
der Commodore  Bainbridge,  the  chief  in  command  of 
tbe  expedition,  and  by  the  judicious  precautionary  ar^ 
rangements  left  by  him  in  that  quarter,  afibrd  a  rea- 
sonable prospect  of  future  security,  for  tbe  vsluable 
portion  of  our  commerce  which  peases  within  reach 
of  the  Barbery  cruiaers. 

It  is  another  aouroe  of  aatisfaction  tbat  the  Treaty  ef 
Peace  with  Great  Britain  has  been  succeeded  by  a 
Coavention  on  the  subject  of  coouneroe,  concluded  b^ 
the  Pleflripotentiaries  of  the  two  coantriee.    In  tfam 
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mvAi  m  dwpoMtaon  is  mmnifrtted  on  tlM  ptrt  of  that 
B«tion»  eorrecpondtng  with  the  dispontion  of  the  Uni- 
tod  8utM,  which,  it  may  be  hoped,  will  be  improved 
into  libeni  arrangements  on  other  snbjects,  on  which 
the  parties  have  matual  interests,  or  which  might  en- 
danger their  futore  harmony.  Congress  will  decide 
on  the  expediency  of  promoting  such  a  sequel,  by  giv- 
ing effect  to  the  measure  of  eonfining  the  American 
navigation  to  American  seamen ;  a  measure  which,  at 
the  same  time  that  it  might  ha^e  that  conciliatory  ten- 
dency, would  have  the  furUier  advantage  of  incroasing 
the  independence  of  our  navigation,  and  the  resources 
for  our  maritime  defence. 

In  conformity  with  the  articlee  in  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  nlating  to  the  Indians,  as  well  as  with  a  view 
to  the  tranquiUtty  of  our  Western  and  Northern  (ron- 
tiers,  measures  were  taken  to  establish  an  immediate 
peace  with  the  several  tribes  who  had  been  engaged 
in  hostilities  against  the  United  States.  Such  of  them 
as  were  invited  to  Detroit  acceded  readily  to  a  renewal 
of  the  former  treaties  oS  friendship.  Of  tne  other  tribes 
who  were  invited  to  a  station  on  the  Mississippi,  the 
greatest  number  have  also  accepted  the  peace  oflbred 
to  them.  The  residue,  eonsistiog  of  the  more  distant 
tribes,  or  parts  of  tribes^  remain  to  be  brought  over  by 
further  explanations,  or  by  such  other  means  as  may  be 
i^pted  to  the  dispositions  they  may  finally  disclose. 

The  Indian  tribes  within,  and  bordering  on  the 
Southern  frontier,  whom  a  cruel  war  on  their  part  had 
compelled  us  to  chastbM  into  peace,  have  latterly  shown 
a  restlessness,  which  has  called  for  peparatory  mea- 
sures for  repressing  it,  and  for  protecting  the  Commis- 
abnen  engaged  in  carrying  the  terms  of  peace  into 
execution. 

The  execution  of  the  act  for  fixing  the  Military 
Peace  Establishment,  has  been  attended  vrith  difficul- 
ties which  even  now  can  only  be  overcome  by  Legis- 
lative aid.  The  selection  of  officera;  tlie  payment 
and  discharge  of  the  troops  enlisted  for  the  vnur;  the 
payment  of  the  retained  troops,  and  their  re-union 
from  detached  and  distant  stations ;  the  collection  and 
securitv  of  the  public  property  in  the  Quartermaster, 
Commissary,  and  Ordnance  Departments;  and  the 
constant  medical  assistance  required  in  hospitals  and 
garrisons,  rendered  a  complete  execution  of  the  act 
impracticable  on  the  first  of  May,  the  period  more  im- 
mediately contemplated.  As  soon,  however,  as  dr- 
cnmstances  would  permit,  and  as  for  as  it  has  been 
practicable,  consistently  with  the  public  interests,  the 
reduction  of  the  Army  has  been  accomplished ;  but 
the  appropriations  for  its  pay  and  for  other  brenches 
of  the  military  service,  having  proved  inadequate,  the 
eariiest  attention  to  that  subject  will  be  necessary ; 
and  the  expediency  of  continuing,  upon  the  Peace  Es- 
tablishment, the  staff  officen  who  have  hitherto  been 
previsionally  retained,  is  also  recommended  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress. 

In  the  performance  of  the  Executive  duty  upon  this 
occasion,  there  has  not  been  wanting  a  just  sensibility 
to  the  merits  of  the  American  Army  during  the  late 
war :  but  the  obvious  policy  and  design  in  fixing  an 
efficient  Military  Peace  Establishment  did  not  &ffi>rd 
an  opportunity  to  distinguish  the  aged  and  infirm,  on 
account  of  their  past  services ;  nor  the  wounded  and 
dkabled,  on  account  of  their  present  sufferings.  The 
extent  of  the  reduction,  indeed*  unavoidably  involved 
the  exclusion  of  many  meritorious  officen  of  every  rank 
from  the  service  of  their  country ;  and  so  equal,  as  well 
as  so  numeroosi  were  the  claim  to  attention,  that  a 


by  the  standard  of  eompantive  merit  could 
seldom  be  attained.  Judged^  however,  in  candor,  by 
a  general  standard  of  positive  merit,  the  Army  register 
wUl.  it  is  believed,  do  honor  to  the  estabUshmeat; 
while  the  case  of  those  officen,  whoee  names  are  not 
included  in  it,  devolves,  with  the  strongest  interset, 
upon  the  Legislative  authority,  for  such  provision  as 
diall  be  deemed  the  best  calculated  to  give  support  and 
solace  to  the  vetenn  and  the  invalid ;  to  display  tho 
beneficence,  as  well  as  the  justice,  of  the  Government; 
and  to  inspire  a  martial  zeal  for  the  public  service  upon 
every  future  emergency. 

Although  the  embarrassments  arising  from  the  want 
of  an  uniform  National  current  have  not  been  dimin- 
ished since  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  great 
faction  has  been  derived  in  contemplating  the 
of  the  public  credit,  and  the  efficient  of  Uie  public 
sources.  The  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  from  tho  vn- 
rions  branches  of  revenae,  during  the  nine  months  end- 
ing on  the  80th  of  September  last,  have  been  esrimated 
at  twdve  millions  and  a  half  of  doUan ;  the  iasoea  of 
Treasury  notes  of  every  denomination,  during  thesaoM 
period,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  fourteen  miilioos  of 
dollan ;  and  there  was  also  obtained  upon  loan,  daring 
the  same  period,  a  sum  of  nine  millions  of  dollan;  of 
which  the  sum  of  six  millions  of  dollan  was  subscribed 
in  cash,  and  the  sum  of  three  millions  of  doUan  in 
Treasury  notes.  With  these  means,  added  to  the  sum 
of  one  million  and  a.  half  of  dollars,  being  the  bilanee 
of  money  in  the  Treasuir  on  the  first  of  January,  there 
has  been  paid,  between  the  fint  of  January  and  the  fint 
of  October,  on  account  of  the  appropriations  of  the  pro- 
ceding  and  of  the  present  year,  (exdosivelv  of  the 
amount  of  the  Treasury  notes  subscribed  to  the  loan, 
and  of  the  amount  redeemed  in  the  payment  of  duties 
and  taxes,)  the  aggregate  sum  of  thirty-three  millions 
and  a  half  of  doUan,  leaving  a  balance  then  in  the 
Treasury  estimated  at  the  sum  of  three  millions  of  dot- 
lazs.  Independent,  however,  of  the  arrearages  due  for 
milltaiy.ssrvices  and  supplies,  it  is  presumed  that  a 
farther  sum  of  Ave  millions  of  dollars,  induding  the 
interest  on  the  public  debt  psyable  on  the  first  of  Jai^ 
nary  next,  will  be  demandml  at  the  Treasury  to  com- 
plete the  expenditurps  of  the  preeent  year,  and  for 
which  the  existing  ways  and  means  will  sufficiently 
provide. 

The  National  debt,  as  it  was  ascertained  on  the  fint 
of  October  last,  amounted  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  dollan,  consisting 
of  the  unredeemed  balance  of  the  debt  cootrected  be- 
fore the  late  war,  (thirty-nine  millions  of  dolUrs,)  the 
amount  of  the  funded  debt  contracted  in  consequence 
of  the  war,  (sixty-four  millions  of  dollan,^  and  the 
amountof  the  unfunded  and  floating  debt,  (including  the 
various  issues  of  Treasury  notes,)  seventeen  millions 
of  dollan,  which  is  in  a  gndual  course  of  payment. 
There  will,  probably,  be  some  addition  to  the  public 
debt,  upon  the  liquidation  of  various  claims,  which  are 
depending ;  end  a  conciliatory  disposition  on  the  part 
of  Congress  may  lead  honorebly  and  advantageously 
to  an  equitable  arrangement  of  the  militia  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  several  States,  without  the  previous  sanc- 
tion or  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States;  but  when  it  ii  considered  that  the  new,  as 
well  as  the  old  portion  of  the  debt  has  been  contracted 
in  the  assertion  of  the  national  rights  and  indepen* 
dence ;  and  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  public  ex* 
pendlturei^  not  being  exclusively  bestowed  upon  sub- 
jects of  a  transient  nature,  will  long  be  visible  in  the 


15 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


16 


Sbhatb. 


Pretident^B  MesMge. 


DWBMBBE,  181&. 


ntimbtr  and  ^^ixlplnentg  of  (ttB  Amflrican  ntvy,  in  th« 
militaiy  works  for  the  detoce  of  par  harbon  and  our 
frontieis,  and  in  the  auppliet  of  our  arfenab  and  maga^ 
sines,  the  amount  will  bear  a  gratifying  eompaiison 
with  the  objects  which  have  been  attained,  as  well  as 
with  the  resonroes  of  the  country. 

The  anrang(ements  of  the  finances,  with  a  view  to 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  a  permanent  Peace 
Establsmnent,  will  necessarily  enter  into  the  deliber- 
ations of  Congress  during  the  present  session.  It  is 
true  that  the  improved  condition  of  the  public  revenue 
will  not  affi>rd  the  means  of  msintaining  the  fiudi  of 
the  Government  vrith  iti  creditors  inviolate,  and  of 
prosecuting,  successfully,  the  measures  of  the  most 
liberal  policr,  but  will  also  justify  an  immediate  alle- 
viation of  the  burdens  imposed  by  the  necessities  of 
the  war.  It  is,  however,  essential  to  every  modifica- 
tion of  the  finances,  that  the  benefits  of  an  unifinm 
National  cuirency  diould  be  restored  to  the  commu- 
nity. The  aboence  of  the  precious  metals  vrill,  it  is 
believed,  be  a  temporary  evO ;  but,  until  they  can  again 
be  rendered  the  general  medium  of  exchange,  it  de- 
tolves  on  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  provide  a  substi- 
tute, which  shall  equally  engage  the  confidence,  and 
accommodate  the  wants  of  the  citizens  throufl^out  Uie 
Union.  If  the  operation  of  the  State  banks  cannot  pro- 
duce ibiB  result,  the  probable  operation  of  a  National 
Bank  will  merit  consideration ;  and  if  neither  of  these 
expedients  be  deemed  effirctual,  it  mapr  become  neces- 
sary to  ascertain  the  terms  upon  which  the  notes  of 
the  Ciovemment  (no  longer  required  as  an  instrument 
of  credit)  shall  be  issued,  Upon  motives  of  general 
policy,  as  a  common  medium  of  circulation. 

Nothwithstanding  the  security  for  future  repose, 
which  the  United  States  ought  to  find  in  their  love  of 
peace,  and  their  constant  respect  for  the  rights  of  otiier 
nations,  the  character  of  the  times  particularly  incul- 
cates the  lesson,  that,  whether  to  prevent  or  repel  dan- 
ger, we  ought  not  to  be  unprepared  for  it.  This  con- 
sideration will  BufiKdently  recommend  to  Congress  a 
liberal  provision  for  the  immediate  extension  and  gra- 
dual completion  of  the  works  of  defence,  both  fixed  and 
floating,  on  our  maritime  frontier,  and  an  adequate 
provision  for  guarding  our  inland  frontier  against  dan- 
gers to  whidi  certain  portions  of  it  may  continue  to  be 
exposed. 

As  an  improvement  in  our  Military  Establishment, 
it  will  deserve  the  consideration  of  Congress,  whether 
a  corps  of  invalids  might  not  be  so  organixed  and  em- 
ployed, as  at  once  to  aid  in  the  support  of  meritorious 
mdividuals,  excluded  by  age  or  infirmities  firom  the 
existing  establishment,  and  to  procure  to  the  public 
the  benefit  of  their  stationary  services,  and  of  their  ex- 
emplary discipline.  I  recommend^  also,  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Military  Academy,  already  established, 
and  the  establishment  of  others  in  other  sections  of  the 
Union.  And  I  cannot  press  too  much  on  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress,  such  a  classification  and  organization 
of  the  miUtia  as  will  most  el&ctually  render  it  the  safe- 
gusrd  of  a  ^e  State.  If  experience  has  shown,  in  the 
recent  splendid  achievements  of  militia,  the  value  of 
this  resource  for  the  public  defence,  it  has  shown  also 
the  importance  of  that  skill  in  the  use  of  arms,  and 
that  familiarity  with  the  essential  rules  of  discipline, 
which  cannot  be  expected  from  the  regulations  now 
in  force.  With  this  subject  is  intimately  connected 
the  necessity  of  accommodating  the  laws,  in  every  re- 
spect, to  the  great  object  of  enabling  the  political  au- 
thority of  the  Union  to  employ,  promptly  and  efiectu- 


ally,  the  physical  power  of  ^e  Union  in  tlie  cases  de- 
signated hy  the  Constitatlon. 

The  signal  services  which  have  been  rendered  by 
our  Navy,  and  tiie  capacities  it  has  devek^ied  fbr  suc- 
cessful oo-o|>eration  in  the  national  deface,  will  give 
to  that  portion  of  the  public  force  its  full  value  in  die 
eyes  of  Congress,  at  an  epoch  which  calls  for  die  con- 
stant vigilance  of  all  Governments.  To  meseite  the 
ships  now  in  a  sound  state ;  to  complete  those  already 
contemplated ;  to  provide  amply  the  imperishable  ma- 
terials for  prompt  augmentations,  and  to  improve  the 
existing  arrangements  into  more  advantageous  esti^ 
lishmenfct,  for  the  construction,  the  repairs,  and  the 
security  of  the  vessels  of  wsr,  is  dictated  by  the  sound- 
est policy. 

In  adjusting  the  duties  on  imports,  to  the  object  of 
revenue,  the  influence  of  the  tariff  on  mani^ctures 
will  necessarily  present  itself  for  consideration.  How- 
ever wise  the  theoiy  may  be,  which  leaves  to  the  sa- 
gacity and  interest  of  individuals  the  amplication  of 
their  industry  and  resources,  there  are  m  this,  as  in 
other  esses,  exceptions  to  the  general  rule.  Besides 
the  condition  wmch  the  theory  itself  implies,  of  a  re- 
ciprocal adoption  by  other  nations,  experience  teaches 
that  so  many  circumstances  must  concur  in  introducing 
and  maturing  manufacturing  establidiments,  especi- 
ally of  the  more  complicated  kinds,  that  a  country 
may  remain  long  without  them,  although  suffidentiy 
advanced,  and,  in  some  respects,  even  peculiariy  fitted 
for  carrying  them  on  vrith  success.  Under  circum- 
stances giving  a  powerful  impulse  to  manu&ctnring 
industiy,  it  has  made  among  us  a  progress,  and  exhib- 
ited an  efficiency,  vrhich  justi^  the  belief  that,  with  a 
protection  not  more  than  is  due  to  the  enterprising 
citizens  whose  interests  are  now  at  stake,  it  will  be- 
come, at  an  early  day,  not  only  safe  against  occasional 
competitions  from  abroad,  but  a  source  of  domestic 
wealth,  and  even  of  external  commerce.  In  selecting 
the  branches  more  especially  entiUed  to  the  public 
patronage,  a  preference  is  obviously  claimed  by  such 
as  will  relieve  the  United  States  from  a  dependence 
on  foreign  supplies,  ever  subject  to  casual  fiulures,  for 
articles  necessary  for  the  public  defence,  or  connected 
with  the  primary  wants  of  individuals.  It  vrill  be  an 
additionafrecommendation  of  particular  manufoctures, 
where  the  materials  for  them  are  extensively  drawn 
from  our  agriculture,  and  consequently  impart  and  in- 
sure to  that  great  fund  of  national  prosperity  and  inde- 
pendence an  encouragement  whidi  cannot  fiul  to  be 
rewarded. 

Among  the  means  of  advancing  the  public  interest, 
the  occasion  is  a  proper  one  for  recalling  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  the  great  importance  of  establishing 
throughout  our  country  the  roads  and  canals  which 
can  be  best  executed,  under  the  national  authority. 
No  objects  within  the  circle  of  political  economy  so 
richly  repay  the  expense  bnitowed  on  them ;  there  are 
none,  the  utility  of  which  is  more  univensally  ascer- 
tained and  acknowledged ;  none  that  do  more  honor 
to  the  Governments  whose  wise  and  enlarged  patriot- 
ism duly  apiveciates  them.  Nor  is  there  any  oountty 
which  presents  a  field,  where  nature  invites  more  the 
art  of  man,  to  complete  her  own  work,  ibr  his  ac- 
commodation and  benefit.  These  considerations  are 
stre^gthened,  moreover,  by  the  political  effect  of  these 
facilities  for  intercommunication,  in  bringing  and  bind- 
ing more  closely  together  the  various  parts  of  our  ex- 
tended confederacy.  Whilst  the  SUtes,  individually, 
vrith  a  laudable  enterprise  and  emulation,  avail  them- 
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mItw  of  their  local  adTUita^eB,  bj  new  roods,  by  n«n- 
fpSAt  eoaoli,  and  by  impnnriBg  the  atreaniB  aiisceirtflile 
of  nangationt  the  General  Goremdient  is  the  more 
mged  to  similar  undertakings,  reqoiring  a  national 
jniisdietion,  and  national  means,  by  the  prospect  of 
thus  systematically  comjpleling  so  inestimable  a  woifc. 
And  it  is  a  happy  reflection,  fiiat  any  delect  of  Consti* 
tntional  authority,  which  may  be  eneonntered,  can  be 
snpplied  in  a  mode  wfaidi  the  Constttatbn  itself  has 
provident^  pointed  out. 

The  present  is  a  fii^omble  season  also  lor  bringing 
again  into  ivtm  the  estabtisbmeBt  of  a  NaUonal  sem^ 
nary  of  learning  within  the  District  of  Golnmbia,  and 
with  means  drawn  from  the  propeity  therein  sabject  to 
the  aathority  of  the  General  Craremment  Bach  an 
institntion  daims  the  patronage  of  Congresi,  as  a  mon- 
ument of  their  solicitade  for  the  adnmcement  of  know- 
ledge, without  which  the  blessings  of  liberhr  cannot  be 
folly  enjoyed,  or  long  preserred ;  as  a  model,  instruc- 
tive in  the  foimation  of  other  seniinartes ;  as  a  nursery 
of  enlightened  preceptors ;  and,  as  a  central  resort  of 
youth  and  genius  nom  eveiy  part  of  their  countiy, 
diffusing,  on  their  return,  examples  of  thoee  national 
feelings,  those  liberal  sentiments,  and  those  congenial 
manners,  which  contribute  cement  to  our  union  and 
strength  to  the  great  pditieal  frbric,  of  which  that  is 
the  foundation. 

In  closing  this  communication,  I  oug^t  not  to  repress 
a  sensibility,  in  which  you  will  unite,  to  the  happy  kit 
of  our  country,  and  to  the  goodness  of  a  supenntend- 
ing  ProTidence,  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  it.  Whilst 
other  portions  of  mankind  are  laboring  under  the  dis- 
tresses of  war,  or  struggling  with  adTsraity  in  other 
forms,  the  United  States  are  in  the  tranquil  enjoyment 
of  prosperous  and  honorable  peace.  In  reviewing  the 
scenes  through  which  it  has  been  attained,  we  can  re- 
joice in  the  proofr  given,  that  our  political  institutions, 
founded  in  human  rights,  and  frmmed  for  their  preser- 
vation, are  equal  to  the  severest  trials  of  War,  as  well 
as  adapted  to  the  ordinair  periods  of  repose.  As  Iruits 
of  this  experience^  and  of  the  reputation  acquired  by 
Ihe  American  aims,  on  the  land  and  on  the  water,  th« 
nation  finds  itself  possessed  of  a  growing  respect 
abroad,  and  of  a  just  confidence  in  itself,  which  are 
among  the  best  pledges  for  its  peaceful  career.  Under 
other  aipects  of  our  country,  the  strongest  foatuxes  of 
its  flourishing  condition  are  seen,  in  a  population  rap- 
idly increasing,  on  a  territory  as  produrave  as  it  is  ex- 
tennve ;  in  a  general  industzy  and  fertile  ingenuity, 
which  find  their  ample  rewaids ;  and  in  an  affluent 
revenue,  which  admits  of  a  reduction  of  the  public  bur- 
dens, without  withdrawing  the  means  of  sustaining  the 
public  credit,  of  gradually  discharging  the  public  debt, 
of  providing  for  the  necessary  defensive  and  precau- 
tionarj  establishments^  and  of  patroniibig,  in  every 
authorized  mode,  undertakings  conducive  to  the  aggre- 
gate wealth  and  individual  comfort  of  our  dtiaens. 

It  remains  for  the  guardians  of  the  public  welfare, 
to  peroevere  in  that  justice  and  good  will  towards  other 
nations,  which  invite  a  return  of  these  sentiments  to- 
wards the  United  Stetes ;  to  cherish  institutions  which 
guarantee  their  safoty  and  their  libeMes,  civil  and  reli- 
gious; and  to  combine^  with  a  liberal  system  of  for- 
eign commerae,  an  improvement  of  the  national  ad- 
vantages, and  a  protection  and  extensfon  of  the  inde- 
pendent resources  of  our  highly  fovored  and  happy 
country. 

In  an  measures  having  such  objects,  my  faithful  co- 
operatbn  wffl  be  afforded.       JAMBS  MADISON. 
WjisuivoTov,  Decembtr  6, 1816. 


The  Message  was  reail,  and  one  thousand  and 
fifty  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution,  authorizing  Mountjoy  Bayly 
to  employ  one  assistant  and  two  horses,  wae  read 
the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly;  and  the  resolution  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  resolution,  fbr  the  appointment  of  Chap- 
lains, was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  no  amend* 
meat  having  been  proposed,  the  President  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  the 
resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time. 


Wbon bsdat:  December  6. 

« 

James  Turner,  from  the  State  of  North  Car- 
oliaa,  and  John  Condit,  from  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  respectively  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Josepli 
C.  Morgan,  attorney  in  fact  for  Xaverio  N|inai, 
late  Charg6  d' Affaires  at  Tripoli,  stating  that 
difficulties  had  arisen  which  prevented  the  set- 
tlement of  said  Xaverio  Naodi's  account,  and 
prayiog  that  the  proper  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment may  be  authorized  to  settle  and  discharge 
the  same ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  repoit 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Rob- 
erts, Sanford,  and  Horsey,  were  appointed 
I  the  committee. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Babbit,  merchant,  of  the  port  of  Bristd,  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  the  remisaion  of 
docies  secured  to  be  paid  on  a  large  quantity  of 
sugar,  which  was  tocalljr  destroyed  by  the  unpre- 
cedented stbrm  on  the  H3d  of  September  la8t,*as 
therein  suted ;  and  the  petition  was  ^ead,  and 
referred  to  a  select  eommittee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs. 
Hunter,  Bibb,  and  Howell,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Chap- 
lains, was*  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as 
follows : 

MetoLved,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 
nominations, be  appointed  to  Congress,  during 
the  present  session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall 
interchange  weekly. 

The  resolution  authorizing  Mountjoy  Bayly 
to  employ  one  assistant  and  two  horses,  was  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 


TauRSDAT,  December  7. 

Samuel  W.  Dana,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commeDciag  on  the'  4th 
day  of  March  last,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qaalified,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

JfiREHiAB  Morrow,  from  the  State  of  Ohio, 
also  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  joint  committee  appoint- 
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ed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  oew  building 
on  Capital  Hill,  offered  by  the  proprietors  for  the 
aeeommodatioQ  of  Congress,  and  upon  what 
terms  the  nid  building  could  be  obtained  until 
the  Capitol  mav  be  ready  for  their  reception, 
made  a  report  which  was  read. 

Mr.  HoRSBT  also  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
report  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  lease,  for  the  term  therein  men- 
tioned, the  new  building  on^ Capitol  Hill,  with 
appurtenances,  for  the  Mtter  accommodation  of 
dongress ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  Pbbsidsnt  communicated  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying  fur- 
ther time  to  complete  the  payments  on  public 
lands;  which  was  read  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  and  Messrs. 
Brown,  Morrow,  Cbace^  Tait,  and  Barbodb, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  messaffe  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  lease,  for  the  term  therein 
mentioned,  the  new  building  on  Capitol  Hill, 
with  the  appurtenances,  for  the  better  accomoda- 
tion of  Congress ;  in  which  bill  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  three  times 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 


Fbiday,  December  8. 

The  Pbebidbnt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Treasury, 
prepared  in  obedience  to  the  act,  ^to  establish 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  act  supple- 
mentary thereto,"  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Chaplain  on  their  part,  and,  on  the  ballots  having 
been  counted,  it  appeared  that  the  Reverend 
John  Glbndib  had  a  majority,  and  was  elected. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

Mr.  Bibb  submitted  the  following  motions  for 
consideration : 

Kuohedj  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Foreign 
Afiair%  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave 
to  report  bv  bill  or  otherwise. 

Rtaok^JL  Thatso  much  of  the  Messageof  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Sutes  as  relates  to  the  Militia,  be 
leleried  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Regohed,  That  so  moch  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Military  AMdn, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  ortherwise. 

Rtaohed^  That  ao  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Naval  Affatia, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Reaohed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Sutes  as  relates  to  Finance,  and 
an  Uniform  National  Currency,  be  referred  to  a  setod 
littee*  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


KtM0hedt  That  so  mveh  of  the  Mcsasge  of  the  Plesi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  ManalacinreB» 
be  referred  to  a  select  eommittee,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ru9htdt  Thatso  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Piesi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  as  relstes  to  Beads  and  Ca- 
nals, be  referred  to  a  select  oommittee,  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

SeaoM,  ThatsomoehoftheMeasfve  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  a  National  Sea- 
inary  of  Learning  within  the  Dktrict  of  Colnmfaia,  be 
reierred  to  a  select  eommittee,  with  leave  to  report  bv 
biUor    *       • 


MoNDAT,  December  11. 

Robert  H.  Goldbboboooh,  from  the  State  of 
Maryland,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Pbbbidbkt  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made 
conformably  to  the  act  oi  the  3d  of  March,  1808, 
entitled  **An  act  further  to  amend  the  several  acta 
for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the  Treas- 
ury, War,  and  Navy  Departments;"  and  the  re- 
port was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  8th 
instant,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on 
so  much  o(  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  relates  to  Foreign  Affairs,  and 
agreed  thereto ;  and  Messrs.  Bibb,  Dana,  Tat- 
lor,  Barrt,  and  Kibq,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  8th 
instant,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on 
so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  relates  to  the  Militia,  and  agreed 
thereto ;  and  Messrs.  Varndm ,  Lacogk,  WilboMi 
TicBSNOR,  and  Tdrnbr,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mitiee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  8th 
instant,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on 
ao  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales,  as  relates  to  Military  Affairs,  and 
agreed  thereto;  and  Messrs.  Barbour,  Williams, 
RnooLBB,  QoLDBfeORooQB,  and  CoNDiT,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  6th 
instant,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on 
so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  relates  to  Naval  Affairs,  and 
agreed  thereto ;  and  Messrs.  Tait,  Daooett,  San- 
ford.  From BNTiif,  and  Howell,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion,  made  the  8th 
instant,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  oo 
so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United^  States,  as  relates  to  Finance  and  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency,  and  agreed  thereto;  and 
Messrs.  Campbell,  Cbacb,  Bibb,  Kino,  and  Ma- 
BON,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  reaumed  the  motion  made  the  8ih 
instant,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on 
so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  relates  to  Manufactures,  and 
asreed  thereto ;  and  Messrs.  Hdhteb,  Robertb, 
Talbot,  Condit,  and  Tbompbon,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 
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The  Senate  resomed  the  motion  made  the  6th 
inMant,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on 
•o  moch  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  relates  to  Roads  and  Canals, 
and  agreed  thereto;  and  Mes!irs.MoBBOw,  Bbown, 
HoBSBT,  Wilson,  and  Gorb,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  Senate  also  resumed  the  motion  made  the 
8th  instant,  on  so  moch  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  as  relates  to  a 
National  Seminary  of  Learning  within  the  Dis- 
.  Irict  of  Col  ombia,  and  agreed  thereto ;  and  Messrs. 
Brown,  Fbombntin,  Sanpobo,  Dana,  and  Hon- 
TBB,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Daoobtt  presented  the  petition  of  Cyprian 
Nichols,  and  others,  roan afacturers  of  mould  can- 
dles of  tallow,  praying  a  reduction  of  the  duty  of 
three  cents  per  pound,  laid  on  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
this  day  appointed,  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Babboub  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Rtaohtdt  That  each  member  of  the  Senate  be  an* 
BumBy  famished  with  a  copy  of  the  Register  ^  the  OIB- 
oemof  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.RoBEBTB  presented  the  memorial  of  Thos. 
Leiper  and  others,  tobacco,  cigar,  and  snuff  manu- 
facturers, of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  the  repeal  of  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cen- 
tum, ad  ralorem,  imposed  upon  such  articles 
manufactured  or  made  for  sale  wiihin  the  United 
States,  or  Territories  thereof,  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, passed  the  18th  of  January,  1815,  for  rea- 
aoDs  stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  this  dajr  ap- 

Sointed,  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  JPresi- 
ent  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr.  RoBBBTB  presented  the  petition  of  Dawson 
and  Monison,  and  others,  brewers  of  malt  liquors, 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  representing  their 
grierances  from  the  operation  ot  the  excise  law, 
passed  by  Congress  at  their  last  session,  and  pray- 
ing relief  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  last 
mentioned. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Daoobtt, 

Resolved,  That  when  the  Senate  adjourn,  they 
adjourn  to  meet  on  Wednesday  next,  in  the  new 
building  on  Capitol  Hill. 

ThepBEBioBNT  communicated  reports  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Depsrtment  of  Navy,  made  in 
obedience  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the 
S8th  of  January,  and  the  28th  of  February,  1815, 
upon  the  several  subjects  thereof;  which  were 
read. 


Wbonbboat,  December  13. 

RuPUB  KiNO)  from  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
Jobn  Taylor,  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
fcspeetiTcly  took  their  seats  io  the  Senate. 

Natbamibi*  Maooh,  appointed  a  Senmtor  by 


the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
in  place  of  Francis  Locke,  resigned,  produced  hia 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  ne  took  his  seat  ia 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Robbbtb  presented  the  memorial  of  Ed- 
mund Kin«ey  and  others,  manufacturers  of  sad- 
dlery, in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  a  re- 
peal of  the  taxes  on  domestic  manufactures,  for 
reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee,  ap- 
pointed the  lltb  instant,  on  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
lates to  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Robbbtb  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
Levis  Ryan  and  others,  manufacturers  of  boots 
and  bootees,  in  the  city  of  Philsdelphia,  praying 
the  repeal  of  taxes  upon  all  domestic  maoufac- 
tures,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Daoobtt  presented  the  petition  of  Abel 
Bisaell  and  otheia,  manufacturers  of  cotton  fabrica, 
representing  their  peculiar  situation,  and  praying 
the  interposition  of  Congress,  for  protection  and 
relief,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  WiLBON  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Duckworth,  jr.,  and  others,  praying  the  establish- 
ment of  a  pcNBt  route  from  Pittstown,  in  the  county 
of  Hunterdon,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  tha 
Tillage  of  Harmony,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee ;  and  Messrs. 
WiLBON,  CoNDiT,  Bud  RoBBBTB,  Were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  RuGOLBB  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Reverend  Joseph  Anderson,  praying  that  the  sum 
of  9323  68,  the  first  Instalment  paid  by  him,  on 
a  quarter  section  of  land  in  Ohio,  and  forfeited  in 
consequence  of  non-payment,  may  be  placed  to 
his  credit  on  a  subsequent  purchase,  for  reasons 
stated  at  large  in  the  petition;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, the  7th  instant,  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
latire  Council,  and  House  of  Representatires  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  on  the  11th  instant,  by  Mr. 
Babboub;  which,  on  hb  motion,  was  amended 
and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

ReeUved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Nary  be  requested  to  furnish 
annually,  on  the  first  of  January,  each  member  of 
the  Senate  with  a  copy  of  the  Register  of  the 
Officers  of  the  Army  and  Nary  of  the  United 
States. 


TauBBDAT,  December  14. 

Mr.  Robbbtb  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Thompson,  praying  interest  may  be  allowed  him 
on  an  old  claim  for  Revolutionary  services,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read^ 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and  Messrs. 
Robbbtb,  MacoRi  and  Sarfobd,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 
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Mr.  Frombittin  presented  the  petitioo  of  Denit 
de  la  RoDde,  of  New  OrleaoB,  in  the  State  of 
Loaisiana,  praying  compensation  for  the  destme* 
tion  of  certain  propertv  hy  order  of  Gkaeral  Cof« 
fee,  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  as  is  stated  in 
the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee,  appointed  thft  11th  instant,  on  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  as  relates  to  Military  AflBiirs. 

Mr.  Frombntin  presented  the  petition  of  a 
number  of  citizens  of  the  State  of  iLooisiana,  in 
behalf  of  John  de  Lassize,  praying  indemnifica- 
tion for  property  destroyed  by  the  British  on  the 
inrasion  of  New  Orleans,  as  stated  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  read,  and  refened  to  the  committee 
last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Frombntin  also  presented  the  petition  of 
a  number  of  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  and  land- 
holders in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in  behalf  of 
Jumonrille  de  Villiers  and  others,  praying  com- 
pensation for  property  destroyed  during  the  late 
inrasion  of  that  city,  as  stated  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  last  men- 
tioned committee; 

Mr.  Frombntin  also  presented  the  petition  of 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  New  Orleans,  prayinff  that  the  public  squares 
in  said  city,  occupied  for  the  arsenal,  military 
hospital,  and  barracks,  may  be  sold,  and  the  said 
buildings  remored  without  the  suburbs  of  the 
eityr,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  ia  the  petition; 
which  was  reacL  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consist  or  fire  members ;  and  Messrs.  Fro- 
srBNTiN,  Brown,  Taylor,  Williams,  and  Mor- 
row, were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbbll,  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon  the 
state  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  made 
the  8th  instant,  was  referred  to  the  Committee, 
appointed  the  lltb  instant,  on  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as 
relates  to  Finance,  and  an  Uniform  National  Cur- 
rency. 


Friday,  December  15. 

The  Presidbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  a  com- 
munication from  William  Lambert,  made  in  pur- 
suance of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States^of  the  18th  of  February 
last,  comprehending  abstracts  of  such  oaloulaf  ions 
relative  to  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  as  were  made  before  the 
passage  of  that  resolution,  with  the  data  on  which 
they  are  founded ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
and  executors  of  Ignace  Deiino,  late  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  praving  compensation  for  certain 
property  destroyed  by  order  of  Qeneral  Jacksoo, 
during  the  invasion  of  that  State  by  the  British, 
as  is  stated  in  the  petitron ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee,  appointed  the  11th  in- 
stant, on  so  much  of  the  Message  ot  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 


AffiursL  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
disbanaed  soldiers,  in  certain  cases  therein  men- 
tioned ;  and  the  bill  was  twice  read  by  unanimous 
consent,  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  the  ftirther  consideration  thereof  postponed  to 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Frombntin  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  New  Orleans  Nav- 
igation Company,  praying  a  further  appropriation 
to  enable  them  to  complete  their  intended  canal, 
and  a  confirmation  of  th^r  title  to  a  certain  tract 
of  land,  as  particularly  mentioned  in  the  memo- 
rial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred,  the  14th  instant, 
the  memorial  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 


MoNOAY,  December  18. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered 
to  Cbristophbr  Gorb,  his  credentials  having 
been  read  and  filed  during  the  last  session,  and  he 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

William  T.  Barry,  from  the  Sute  of  Ken- 
tucky, also  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RoBBRTS  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Orphali  Asjrlum  of  the 
City  of  Washington,  praying  a  donation  for  a  site 
for  the  building,  and  to  aid  in  its  erection,  as 
stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five 
members^  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Eobbrts,  Goldbbor- 
ouQB,  Barbour,  Huntbr,  and  Williams,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
I.  Allen,  brother  and  administrator  of  William  H. 
Allen,  late  commander  of  the  United  States'  brig 
Argus,  and  in  behalf  of  the  surviving  officers  and 
crew  of  that  vessel,  and  the  heirs  and  representa- 
tives of  her  other  officers,  and  those  of  her  crew, 
deceased,  praving  remuneration  for  a  number  of 
British  vessels,  with  their  cargoes,  captured  in 
the  Irish  Channel,  which  were  destroyed  accord- 
ing to  orders,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  the  11th  instant,  so  much  of  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Lacook  presented  the  petition  of  Solomon 
Parke,  and  others^  watchmaJters  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  that  the  duties  on  imported 
watches  and  parts  of  watches  may  be  diminished, 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee,  appointed  the  11th 
instant^n  Manufactures, 

Mr.  VARNUM  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Frothingham  ana  of  Arthur  Tappan,  merchants 
of  Boston,  stating  that  they  are  native  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  and  were  residing  at  Montreal, 
for  the  purposes  of  trade,  at  the  time  war  was 
declared  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain;  at  which  time  they  returned  to  the 
United  States,  and  removed  a  part  of  their  mer- 
chandise, and  praying  to  be  relieved  from  penalties 
incurred  by  the  violation  of  the  non-importation 
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laws,  in  eonteqaenee  of  their  withdrawing  their 
effects  from  Canada ;  and  the  petitions  were  read, 
and  respectively  referred  to  the  Committee,  ap- 
pointed the  lltb  instant,  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Frombntin  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tions for  consideration : 

Reiokedy  That  such  pepers  as  ma j  be  ordered  to  be 
printed  by  order  of  the  Seiiate,  under  an  injmietion  of 
•aereeys  be  printed  in  soeh  number  as  may  be  soffi* 
oienty  eventnally ,  to  sapply  the  members  of  both  Houses 
of  Coogtess  with  a  copy  of  the  same ;  and  that  the 
same  be  deposited  with  the  8ecietaiy  of  the  Senate, 
and  be  bomid  with  the  other  documents  deUTered  an- 
nually to  the  memben  of  both  Houses,  after  the  injune- 
tion  of  secrecy  may  have  been  removed. 

Reaohedjurtker,  That  there  be  prefixed  to  the  said 
documents  a  title  page  and  an  index. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represenutives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill^  entitled  "An  act  making 'additional  appro- 
priations to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  armr  and 
militia,  during  the  late  war^'  in  which  bill  they 
reouest  the  concurlrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  twice  read,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee, appointed  the  11th  instant,  on  Finance, 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  disbanded  soldiers,  in  certain  cases  therein 
mentioned;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Barboub,  the 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 


Tuesday,  December  19. 

Tboisas  W.  Thompson,  from  the  Stale  of 
New  Hampshire,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RoBSRTfl  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Redman  Coze,  praying  remission  of  the  duties 
on  a  collection  of  minerals  and  philosophical  ap* 

Kiratns,  imported  at  his  individual  expense  to  aid 
m  in  the  discbarge  of  his  duties  as  Professor  of 
Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Pennsylrania,  as 
is  stated  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee,  appointed  the  llih 
instant,  on  Finance,  and  an  uniform  National 
Currency. 

Mr.  BARBoaa  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Me&ohedf  That  a  eomaittee  be  appointed,  whose 
duty  il  shall  be  to  inquirs  into  the  justaos  and  expedi« 
ency  of  eortending  relief  to  the  dllloers  and  soldiers  of 
Virginia,  of  the  Berolutionaxy  war,  both  on  the  Stale 
and  Continental  Establishment,  to  whom  Uie  faith  of 
the  State  was  pledged  before  the  transfer,  by  Virginia, 
of  the  lands  northwest  of  the  riter  Ohio  to  the  United 
States,  and  to  whom,  in  redemption  of  Uiat,  pledge, 
warranta  for  their  bounty  in  lands  had  been  granted, 
but  which,  from  such  transfer,  cannot  be  carried  into 
effect:  and  that  the  said  committee  do  also  inquire  into 
the  means  which,  in  their  opinion,  will  be  best  calcu- 
lated  to  establish,  on  equit^e  principles,  the  line  of 
demsrcation  between  the  lands  reserred  by  Virginia, 
northwest  of  the  riter  Ohio,  and  those  granted  the 
United  States;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by 
Mil  or  otherwise. 


The  Senata  resumed  the  eonsideration  of  tha 
motions  submitted  the  18th  instant,  relative  to 
such  papers  as  may  be  ordered  to  be  printed  by 
order  of^  the  Senate,  under  an  injunction  of  se- 
crecy; and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senata  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  disbanded  soldiers  in  certain  cases  therein 
mentioned;  and  the  bill  having  been  amended, 
the  President  reported  it  to  the  fiouse  according- 
ly ;  and,  on  the  question,  "  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

Mr.  LacooK  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  the  inhabitanta  of  Beaver  county,  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  the  trans- 
portation and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath ; 
and  the  petition  was  read. 


WEDRESDaY,  December  20. 

Mr.  Tait,  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration,  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Reaohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Aceounta  be  in- 
straeted  ta  cause  such  alterations  to  be  made  in  the 
Senata  Chamber  as  may  be  deemed  necessaiy  lor  the 
better  accommodation  of  the  Senate;  and  that  the  ex- 
penses, neeesaarily  incuned,  be  paid  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund. 

Mr.  HuNTEB  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Dennis,  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
praying  the  remission  of  duties  paid,  and  seeurea 
to  be  paid,  on  a  quantity  of  coffee,  which  was 
destroyed  by  the  storm  on  the  23d  of  September 
last,  as  is  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, the  6th  instant,  the  petition -of  Jacob 
Babbit. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  made  the  19th  instant,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee,  to  iaqoire  into  the  justice 
and  expediency  of  eztendinf  relief  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  Virginia,  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.  dbc ;  and  agreed  thereto ;  and  Messrs.  Bar- 
bour^ Morrow,  KiRo,  Cbace,  and  Macon,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Barbour  communicated  the  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Vii- 
ginia,  proposing  to  cede  to  the  United  States  the 
territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  together 
with  sundry  other  documents  in  relation  to  that 
subject;  which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  CampbbLi^  from  the  committee  on  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni? 
ted  States,  as  relates  to  Finance,  and  an  Uniform 
National  Currency,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  ^An  act  making  additional  appro- 
priations to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Army  and 
militia,  during  the  late  war,"  reported  it  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole ;  and  having  been  affreed 
to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
amended  accordingly;  and  on  the  question — 
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"Shall  the  amendtDeat  be  eoffrossed,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  at  ameaded?^  it  was  deter- 
mioed  io  the  affirroatire. 

The  amendment  to  the  iait  mentioned  bill) 
haTing  been  reported  to  the  Ck>mmittee  correetly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  as 
amended,  by  onanimons  consent,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  the  title  was  amended,  by  adding 
thereto  "  with  Great  Britain.'* 

Mr.CAMPBBLi^from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  commoni- 
cated  sandry  docomenu,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Dana  gare  notice,  that  mt  the  next  sitting 
of  the  Senate,  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  relaiire  to  evidence  in  cases  of  naturalization. 

The  Prbsidbnt  communieated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  comprehending  the 
annual  statement  of  the  duties  of  customs,  for  the 
year  1814;  and  of  the  sales  of  public  lands,  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September,  1815; 
also  the  statements  relating  to  the  internal  duties, 
and  direct  tax,  required  by  the  33d  section  of  the 
act  of  Congress,  of  the  22d  of  July,  1813 ;  which 
were  read. 


Tbdrsoat,  December  21. 

Mr.  Dana  asked  and  obtained  leare  to  briny 
in  a  biU  relative  to  erideoce  in  eases  of  naturali- 
zation ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barboub, 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Naval 
Department  be  directed  to  communicate  to  the 
Senate,  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  steps  have 
been  taken  during  the  recess,  to  ascertain  the 
most  convenient  harbors  in  the  waters  of  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  for  the  reception  of  ships  of 
war ;  and  that  he  also  be  directed  to  communi- 
cate, whether  the  middle  ground  between  the 
Capes  of  the  said  Bay  has  been  explored  with  a 
view  to  that  object,  and  the  result  of  such  ex- 
amination. 

Mr.  Bbown  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying  the 
appointment  of  an  additional  judge  lor  that  part 
of  the  Territory  lying  east  of  Pearl  Rirer,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select. committee,  and  Messrs. 
Bbown,  WilliahB}  and  Campbell,  were  ap-^ 
pointed  the  committee. 

The  PafisiBENT  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Navy,  in  re- 
lation to  the  moneys  tran&ferred  during  the  last 
recess  of  Congress,  from  certain  appropriations 
for  particular  branches  of  expenditure,  to  other 
branches  of  expenditure  in  that  Department,  made 
in  obedience  to  the  first  section  of  the  act  passed 
the  3d  of  Marcb  1809,  entitled  <'An  act  further 
to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment 
and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War  and  Navy 
Departments;"  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Sanpobb  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

tUaobMi^  Thataomofihof  the  Ifesaageof  the  Prasi- 


dent  of  the  United  Slates  as  relates  to  the  nMasore  of 
confining  the  American  navig«tioB  to  Amerieaa  sea- 
men, be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  resolution  to  authorize  the  Committee  of 
Accounts  to  cause  certain  alterations  to  be  made 
in  the  Senate  Chamber,  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  tho 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly; 
and  on  the  question,  "  Shall  this  resolution  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative;  and  it  was  then  read  a 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativee 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jabez  Hull  f 
also  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jona- 
than B.  Eastman ;"  in  which  bills  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bilb  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 


Friday,  December  22. 

Mr.  Daooett  presented  the  petition  of  John 
A.  Thomas,  late  a  capt^iin  in  the  25th  regiment 
United  States  infantry,  praying  an  allowance  of 
six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  were  stolen 
from  him  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  dutv  as 
recruiting  officer,  as  is  stated  in  the  petition ;  which 
wa)  readj  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Afiairs. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Beaver  county,  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  the  trans- 
portation and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and,  t<^ther  with  a 
similar  petition  presented  the  19th  instant,  sever- 
ally referred  to  a  select  committee ;  and  Messrs. 
Lacock,  Daoobtt,  and  Dana,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Daoobtt  submitted  the  following  resoln- 
tion,  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading: 

Ruoived,  by  tht  Senate  and  Souee  of  Repreaa^ 
taUvee  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Congreee 
aeeembid.  That,  for  the  porpoee  of  procuring  some 
alteratioiis  in  the  Hall  of  Congress,  lor  the  better  ac- 
commodation of  the  two  Hooaes,  the  Praaident  of  the 
Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Hooae  of  Reprsasn- 
tativea  be  aathonsed  to  adjonm  their  rcspectivo 
Honaei  from  the  SSd  of  Deoomber,  laMant,  to  the 
second  day  of  Jannary  next. 

On  the  question — ^  Shall  this  resolution  be  now 
read  the  seconcf  time?"  it  was  objected  to  by 
Mr.  Vabnum.  as  against  the  rule. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Burrell,  jun.,  and  others,  a  committee  acting  fnr| 
and  in  behalf  of  the  cotton  manufeeiurers  in  Pro- 
vidence, and  its  vicinity,  praying  that  a  law  may 
be  passed,  prohibiting  the  im  puna  lion  of  all  cot- 
ton goodsi|  (nankeens  excepted.)  the  production 
of  places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and 
laying  such  duty  on  those  of  a  coarse  tenure  im- 
ported from  other  coontries,  as  shall  give  to  them 
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protection  and  relief,  for  reatont  stated  at  Urge  in 
the  petition ;  which  was  fead,  and  referred  to  the 
com  mi itee  appointed  the  11th  instant,  on  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  manufactures. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  it  was  agreed,  that 
when  the  Senate  adjoorn,  it  be  to  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on 
so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  relates  to  the  measure  of  con- 
fining the  American  navigation  to  American  sea- 
iqen ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Laoock,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

The  bill  relative  to  evidence  in  cases  of  natural- 
ization, was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  toeonsider  and  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  Dana,  Sanpord,  and  Lacock,  Were 
appointed  the  committee.  ^ 

The  bill  entitled  '*An  act  for  tfaerelief  of  Jabez 
Hull,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jona- 
than B.  Eastman,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 


Tuesday,  December  26. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Navy,  on  the 
expenditure  and  application  of  moneys  drawn 
from  the  Treasury,  from  the  firstpf  October,  1814. 
to  the  30ih  of  September,  1815,  inclusive,  and  ot 
the  unexpended  balai|ces  of  former  appropriations 
remaining  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  of  Octo- 
ber, 1814 ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PSRSIOENTOP  THE  UnITBO  StATBS  : 

To  the  Senaie  and  House  of 

RepreBentativei  of  ihe  United  StaiUi 

I  lay  before  Congress,  copies  of  a  ProclamatioD,  no- 
tifying the  Convention  ooncioded  with  Great  Britain, 
on  the  3d  day  of  Jnly  last,  and  that  the  sane  has  been 
duly  ratified ;  and  I  reooramend  to  Congress  sneh  Le- 
giaiative  provisions,  as  the  Convention  may  call  for 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

DxcixBsm  23,  1816. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  the  llih  instant,  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Murray,  an  inhabitant  of  the  City  of  Washington, 
praying  compeniiatioa  as  head  cooper  of  the  Navy 
Yard  at  that  place,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  me- 
morial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
coipmittee;  and  Messrs.  Robbrts,  Tait,  and 
Macon,  were  appointed  the  committee.  j 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  Walter 
Sims,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  further 
time  to  file  his  release  to  the  Uniied  States,  of  his 
title  to  land  in  the  Misstissippi  Territory,  to  ena- 
ble him  to  receive  the  indemnification  to  which 
he  will  thereby  be  entitled,  as  aiated  in  the  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 


committee;  and  Messrs.  Tatlor,  Ht^NTBB, and 
Morrow,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Robbrts  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
McKinney  and  others,  the  President  and  Direc- 
tors of  the  Merchants' Bank  of  Alexandria,  in  be> 
half  of  themselves,  and  the  stockholders  tberaof, 
praying  an  act  of  incorporation,  for  reasons  atated 
in  the  memorial ;  which  was  reid. 

Mr.  Rt^GOLBa  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Farris,  sen.,  praying  the  renewal  of  his  pat- 
ent right  to  certain  improvements  in  nropelliag 
vessels  and  land  carriages,  as  stated  in  the  memo* 
rial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee;  and  Messrs  RnaaLsa,  Brown,  and 
Dana,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Robbrts  presented  the  memorial  of  Alex* 
ander  Cook,  and  others,  tallow  chandlers,  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  datjr  ' 
on  mould  candles,  manofactored  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memorial ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee, 
appointed  the  11th  instant,  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Sanford  had  leave  to  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion made  the  2l8t  instant,  for  appointing  a  com- 
mittee on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relatea  to  the  mea- 
sure of  confining  the  American  navigation  to 
American  seamen. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  report  of  the  Sec* 
retar^  for  the  Department  of  the  Navy,  made  the 
11th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  permanent  increase 
of  the  Navy,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afiairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Daqobtt.  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolntion,  authorizing  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Senate,  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  adjourn  the  respective  Houses 
from  the  22d  of  Decemher,  instant,  to  the  second 
day  of  January  next,  was  postponed  to  the  first 
Wednesday  in  January  next.  • 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lacock,  it  was  agreed,  that 
when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  be  to  Friday  next. 


Frioat,  December  29. 

IsBAM  Talbot,  from  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
arrived  on  the  87th,  and  attended  this  day. 

Mr.  Talbot  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Bate,  praying  a  renewal  of  his  lease  of  a  saline, 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  in  the  Ulinob 
Territory,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memorial; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  comtnittee 
to  whom  was  referred,  the7ih  instant,  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Brown,  it  was  agreed,  that 
when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  oe  to  Tuesday  next. 

Tubboat,  January  2, 1816. 

Mr.  Daoqbtt  presented  the  petition  of  David 
Kimberly  and  others,  manufacturers  in  the  city 
and  county  of  New  Haven,  praying  a  repeal  of 
the  laws  imposing  duties  on  domestic  manufac* 
tttres,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition ;  which 
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was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee,  ap- 
pointed the  11th  December,  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  ROBERTS  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Reilly  and  others,  a  committee  of  the  manufac- 
turers of  cotton  and  wool  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  its  vicinity,  praying  the  protection  of 
Congress,  by  imposing  ade(|uate  duties  upon  the 
importation  of  loreign  articles,  as  stated  in  the 
petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee Jast  mentioned. 

The  PREstPBNT  communicated  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatires  of  Indiana  Territory,  stating  that  tneir 
population  entitles  them,  under  existing  laws,  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  and  prajring  a  conven- 
tion may  be  authorized  to  determipe  on  its  ex- 
pediency ;  and  praying  also  the  donation  of  cer- 
tain sections  or  land  in  said  Territory,  for  pur- 
poses therein  expressed ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and 
Messrs.  Morrow,  Barry,  and  Brown,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  PRBSinENT  also  •communicated  another 
memorial  of  the  Leeislative  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  pray- 
ing suspension  of  prosecutions  under  the  law  lay- 
ing a  tax  on  articles  manufactured  within  the 
United  States,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memorial; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to.  the  Committee, 
appointed  the  11th  December,  on  Finance,  and 
an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

Mr.  TATLORjpresented  the  petition  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Columbian  Insurance  Company  of 
Alexandria,  praying  an  act  of  incorporation,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  last  mentiooed. 

Mr.  Campbell  presented  the  petition  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Me- 
tropolis, praying;  an  act  of  incorporation,  for  rea- 
sons stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  David 
Porter,  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  praying  the  exclusive  privilege  of  navi- 
gating, for  a  limited  time,  the  waters  contiguous 
to  the  District  of  Columbia,  by  vessels  of  his  in- 
vention, worked  by  animal  power,  as  stated  in 
the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee ;  and  Messrs.  Brown,'  Daoqett, 
and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Anderson ;'  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Varnux  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Jarvis  and  others,  praying  payment  of  the  bal- 
ance which  may  be  found  due  to  Leonard  Jarvis, 
deceased,  for  services  during  the  Revolutionarv 
war,  as  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and  Messrs. 
Varnum,  Macon,  and  Campbell,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Chaob  presented  th6  petition  of  Robert 
White,  praying  a  pension^  in  consideration  of 
woundfs  received  in  the  service  of  his  country 


during  the  late  war, as  stated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee; and  Messrs.  Cbace,  Macon,  and  Ruoolbs, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Young  and  others,  engaged  in  manufactories  on 
the  Brandy  wine,  and  its  vicinity,  praying  the  in- 
terposition of  Congress,  for  the  support  of  the 
manufactures  of  the  United  States,  as  staled  in 
the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee,  appointed  the  11th  December,  on 
Manufactures. 


Wednesday,  January  3. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Navv, 
comprehending  a  statement  of  the  contracts  made 
by  that  Department,  during  the  year  1815,  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March. 
1809,  entitled  **An  act  further  to  amend  the  sev- 
eral acts,  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of 
the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments;"  aad 
the  report  was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War, 
accompanied  by  a  corrected  register  of  the  army, 
for  each  membler  of  the  Senate,  conformably  to 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  December  13, 1815 ; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Longden  and  others,  the  committee  of  the  Me- 
chanics' Relief  Society  of  Alexandria,  praying  a 
law  may  be  passed  authorizing  them  to  raise,  by 
lottery  or  lotteries,  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the  objects  of 
their  constitution,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee ;  and 
Messrs.  Taylor,  Talbot,  and  Daoqett,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Varnum  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Cutts,  Jan.,  of  Massachusetts,  praying  the  reim- 
bursement of  money  paid  by  him,  for  a  part  of  a 
vessel  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  ground  of  a  decision  of  the  supreme  judi- 
cial court  of  Massachusetts  district,  that  no  title 
vested  by  said  sale  in  the  petitioner ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee, 
appointed  the  11th  December,  on  Finance,  and 
an  Uniform  National  Currency , 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
and  John  Clifford,  Blisha  Fisher,  and  Company. 
Thomas  Clifford,  and  Thomas  Clifford  and  Son;*' 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  pavment 
for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the 
enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Charles  Markin;"  also,  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
to  enlarge  the  time  for  ascertaining  the  annual 
transfers,  and  changes  of  property  subject  to  the 
direct  tax,  and  for  other  purposes;"  in  which  bills 
they  reouest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  tour  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 
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Mr.  Williams  sabmhted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Reaolvtdy  That  a  committee  be  appbinted  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  telling  a  lot,  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  sitnated  in  the  town  of  KnozviUe;  and 
that  vaid  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Anderson  w^s 
read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  and,  having  been  amended, 
the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly ;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall  this  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  1"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Morrow  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Resolvedj  That  the  Committee  'on  Militaiy  Aflairs 
be  inttmcted  to  inquire  and  report  the  aggregate  quan- 
tity of  lands  due  for  bounties  to  the  soldiers  enlisted 
into  the  army  during  the  late  war ;  and  in  case  it  shall 
appear  that  a  deficiency  exists,  either  in  the  quanti^ 
or  quality  of  the  lands  already  designated  and  appro- 
priated for  that  purpose,  that  the  said  committee  report, 
by  bill  or  otherwise,  the  provirions  necessary  for  the 
full  rand  speedy  allotment  of  lands  engaged  to  be 
granted  to  the  said  soldiers. 


Thdrsdat,  January  4. 

The  PRBsiDfeNT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  compre- 
hending statements  of  the  expenditure  and  ap- 
plication of  such  sums  of  money  as  have  been 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
for  the  use  of  the  Military  Department,  from  the 
1st  of  October,  1814,  to  30th  September,  1815, 
inclasire,  conformably  to  the  act  further  to  amend 
the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  and  regu- 
lation of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments, passed  March  3, 1809;  and  the  report  was 
read. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  relative  to  evidence,  in  cases  of 
naturalization,  reported  it  with  amendments; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  RoRBRTS  presented  the  petition  of  Edward 
Barry,  saiiingmaster,  and  Qeorge  Hodge,  boat- 
awain,  in  the  Navy  Yard  of  the  United  States  at 
Washington,  prating  indemnification  for  the  loss 
of  household  furniture,  books,  and  instruments  of 
navigation,  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  24th  of  Au-. 
gtttt,  1814,  as  is  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  the  26th  of  December,  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Murray. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  3d  instant,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
selling  a  lot,  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
situated  in  the  town  of  Kuoxville,  and  agreed 
thereto ;  and  Messrs.  Williams,  Hunter,  and 
RuooLBB,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act,  for  the  relief  of 

Charles  Markin,''  was  read  the  second  time,  and 

referred  to  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred 

the  7th  December,  the  memorial  of  the  Legisla* 
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tive  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Sloo,  register  of  the  land  ofiice,  and  John  Cald- 
well, receiver  of  public  moneys,  at  Shawneetowo, 
praying  an  increase  of  compensation,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  *'An,act,  to  enlarge  the  time 
for  ascertaioio?  the  annual  transfers  and  changes 
of  property,  subject  to  the  direct  tax,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee,  appointed  the  1 1th  December, 
on  Finance,  and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act,  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  and  John  Clifibrd,  Elisha  Fisher  and 
Company,  and  Thomas  Clifford  and  Son,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee last  mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act,  to  authorize  the  pay- 
ment for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by 
the  enemy,  while  in  tne  military  service  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion^  made  the  third  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  in  relation  to 
lands  due  for  bounties  to  the  soldiers,  enlisted  into 
the  army  during  the  late  war,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Anderson  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


Friday,  January  5. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  John 
McMullio,  and  others,  goldsmiths,  silversmiths, 
and  jewellers,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
a  repeal  or  modification  of  the  law  imposing  du- 
ties on  domestic  manufactures,  for  reasons  stated 
in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee, appointed  the  11th  December,  on 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Tait  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, communieated  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
for  the  Department  of  Navy,  together  with  a 
statement  exhibiting  the  names,  rates,  and  sta- 
tions of  the  respective  vessels  in  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  John  L. 
Pierson,  late  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  Pennsylva- 
nia militia,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
praying  to  be  reimbursed,  a  certain  sum  of  money 
recovered  of  him  by  a  judgment  of  court,  for  ra- 
tions obtamed  and  used  by  the  regiment  under 
his  command,  while  in  the  actual  service  of  the 
United  States,  as  is  stated  in  the  petition ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee; 
and  Messrs.  Roberts,  Barry,  and  Turner,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  January  8. 

Jeremiah   Mason,  from  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 
Mr.  Frombntin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
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the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  coDfirm- 
ing  to  toe  NaTigation  Company  of  New  Orleans 
the  use  and  possession  of  a  lot  in  said  city ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Taylob  presented  the  .  petition  of  John 
Longden  and  others,  a  committee  in  behalf  of 
the  Mechanic  Relief  Society  of  Alexandria,  pray- 
ing an  act  of  incorporation ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  seaond 
instant,  on  the  petition  of  the  same  persons. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  a  large 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Armstrong  county, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  the  discon- 
tinuance of  the  carrying  and  opening  the  mail  on 
the  Sabbath  I  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred, 
on  the  22d  December,  the  petitions  on  the  same 
aubject. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  Ste- 
phen Girard,  and  others,  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
the  passage  of  a  law  prohibiting  the  exportation 
of  :tpecie,  for  a  period  not  less  than  twelve  months, 
for  reason?  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee,  appointed  the 
11th  December,  on  Finance,  and  an  Uniform  Na- 
tional Currency. 

Mr.  FaoMENTiN  subm  itted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Rciolvedi  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqoire 
into  the  propriety  of  increasing,  by  law,  the  salaries  of 
the  officers  of  the  Senate^  with  power  to  report  l^  bill 
or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  relative  to 
evidence  in  cases  of  naturalizatioo,  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

7b  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Rq^reaeatativee  of  the  United  States : 
I  communicate,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  the 
report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  of  the  operation  of 
that  establishment,  during  the  last  year. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Jakvabt  8, 1813. 

The  Message  was  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
Morrissett;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Henry  Fanning;"  also  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Martin  Cole,  John  Pollock,  Georse 
Westner.and  Abraham  Welty ;"  in  which  bins 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Tuesday,  January  9. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  8th  instant,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
increasing,  by  law,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of 


the  Senate,  and  agreed  thereto:  and  Messrs.  Fro« 
MBNTiNi  Lacock,  and  Bibb,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Morrissett,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee,  appointed  the  11th  of 
December,  on  Finance,  and  an  Uniform  National 
Currency. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Henry  Fanning,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee ;  and  Messrs.  Wil- 
son, King,  and  Brown,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'Anactfor  the  relief  of  Mar- 
tin Cole,  John  Pollock,  John  Westner,  and  Abra- 
ham Weltv,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  the  7th  of  De- 
cember, on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Holker.  formerly  Consul  General  of  France, 
praying  the  renewal  ^f  certain  loan -office  certifi- 
cates destroyed  by  fire,  as  stated  in  the  memorial, 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  for 
the  Department  of  Treasury. 

The  bill  confirming  to  the  Navigation  Com- 
pany of  New  Orleans  the  use  and  possession  of  a 
lot  in  the  said  city;  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  relative  to 
evidence  in  cases  of  naturalization,  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee;  and  the  amendments  having  been 
agreed  to,  and  the  blanks  filled  with  the  word 
"five,-'  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  ac- 
companied by  two  reports,  on  claims  for  land  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana ;  which  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  the  7th  of  De- 
cember, on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  Miitslssippi  Territory. 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Reaohedt  That  a  committee  be  wpointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  revising  and  digesting  the  sev- 
eral acts  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  natoialiiation ; 
or,  of  oom|Hling  and  publishing  the  said  acts,  and  dis- 
tributing the  same  to  the  officers  of  the  eeTerml  courts 
authorized  td  issue  certificates  of  naturaUaation. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
f sorted  a  bill  concerning  the  Convention  to  regu- 
ate  the  commerce  between  the  territories  of  the 
United  States  anxi  His  Britannic  Majesty ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing.   The  bill  is  as  follo\ys : 

A  bill  concerning  the  Convention  to  regulate  the  com- 
merce between  the  territories  of  the  United  States 
and  His  Britannic  Majesty. 

Be  it  enacted,  4^  TfaAt  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts 
as  is  contrary  to  the  provinons  of  the  Conveatioii  be- 
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tween  the  United  States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty, 
the  ratifications  whereof  were  matually  exchanged, 
the  twenty-second  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteett*  shall  be  deemed  and  taken 
to  be  of  np  force  or  effect. 

COMPENSATION  FOR  HORSES  LOST. 

Mr.  Talbot  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying: 
compensation  for  horses  lost  by  the  citizens  of 
that  St^te,  during  the  late  war,  while  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  as  stated  in  the  memo- 
rial ;  whiqh  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee, appointed  the  11th  December,  on  Military 
Affairs.    The  memorial  is  as  follows: 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Con- 
gress assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Kentucky  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  a  subject  of  considerable  importance  to  many 
of  their  dtixens,  who  unfortunately  lost  their  horses 
during  the  various  camjpaigns  carried  on  from  this 
State,  in  the  late  war  witn  the  British  and  their  savage 
allies,  particularly  on  the  Nordiwestam  frontier,  where 
the  losses  sustained  were  peenliariy  severe,  owing  to 
many  circumstances  which  we  will  detail,  and  which 
at  this  time  demanded  every  sacrifice. 

The  extensive  wilderness  bordering  upon  our  North- 
western frontier,  every  part  of  which  was  infested  by 
a  cruel  and  savage  enemy,  made  it  necessary  that 
large  bodies  of  mounted  riflemen  should  be  employed 
in  order  to  meet  the  various  attacks  of  an  insidious 
foe,  and  to  comply  with  which  the  people  of  the  West- 
ern country  never  hesitated,  or  inquired  what  compen- 
sation was  to  be  made  them.  They  relied  upon  the 
justice  of  their  country,  which,  they  believed,  would 
never  be  witUield  fii>m  (he  soldier  who  had  risked  his 
life  in  defence  of  his  country's  r^hts. 

This  Legislature  are  aware  orthe  provision  made 
hy  act  of  Congress  for  the  use  and  risk  of  horses  lost 
by  mounted  men  previous  to  the  declaration  of  war, 
and  they  have  no  doubt  there  are  some  cases  which 
have  not  as  great  claims  upon  the  Government  as 
others.  Yet,  whence  situation  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky is  taken  into  consideratioa,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  claims  of  her  citizens  to  compensation  for  horses 
lost  during  the  wax  will  be  found  not  inferior  to  any 
etthfsr  section  of  the  Union.  Placed  at  a  considerable 
distance  fiiun  the  scene  of  military  operations,  the 
calls  for  men  by  the  Government  were  generally  made 
at  a  time  when  the  greatest  despatch  and  energy  were 
required. 

In  the  Summer  of  1812,  the  surrender  of  General 
Hull,  the  fall  of  Detroit,  Mackinac,  and  Chicago,  and 
the  consequent  siege  of  Forts  Wayne  and  Harrison, 
called  alopd  for  all  the  patriotism  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

The  emergency  could  only  be  met  by  mounted  men, 
who,  in  a  few  days,  were  feund  filling  up  the  ranks  of 
Generals  Hanison  and  Hopkins ;  the  remaining  forts 
were  saved,  the  frontiers  protected,  a  savage  enemy 
ohecked  in  his  bloody  ciareer,  and  destruction  and  ret- 
ribution carried  back  into  his  own  country;  and  the 
various  tribes  of  hostile  Indians,  flushed  with  their 
recent  success,  were  driven  to  seek  refuge  under  the 
cannon  of  their  British  friends. 

In  aid  of  which  important  services,  the  raiment  of 
diagoons  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Simrall,  the 


volunteer  company  of  Captain  Smith,  and  the  twelve 
months*  volunteers  with  Captain  Garrard,  contributed 
their  full  portion  of  zeal  and  patriotism  at  the  battle  of 
Mississinewa  in  the  midst  of  winter,  besides  many 
other  important  services,  which  lost  to  them  many 
horses  besides  those  killed  in  battle.  These  are  cases 
which  richly  deserve  the  notice  of  a  gratefrd  country. 

Early  in  the  year  1818  a  regiasent  of  mounted  rifle- 
men, under  the  command  of  Col.  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
was  hurried  into  service  to  relieve  Fort  Meigs  and 
protect  the  frontiers  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  This  regi- 
ment was  useluUy  emj^yed,  and  it  is  believed  fa% 
answered  the  expectation  of  their  country.  Previous 
to  the  second  investiture  of  Fort  Meigs,  they  nene- 
trated  fer  into  the  enamjr's  country,  and  by  forced 
marches  reached  that  imporCaat  post  at  a  critical  pe- 
riod, and  were  employed  by  the  Commanding  General 
to  procure  intelligence  of  um  enemy's  moAmenta  near 
Maiden ;  by  which  means  General  Harrison  was  ena- 
bled to  carry  on  his  operations  in  security.  These, 
and  subsequent  marches  of  unusual  celerity,  had  a 
tendency  to  break  tlown  and  destroy  many  of  the  best 
horses  belonging  to  that  corps. 

Again,  when  it  was  foimd,  late  in  the  month  of 
July,  1813,  that  the  contemplated  force  of  regular 
troops  could  not  be  collected,  the  Commanding  Gen- 
eral of  the  Northwestern  Army  was  oompelled  to  call 
upon  the  Grovemor  of  Kentucky  fer  an  additional  mili- 
tia force* 

The  lateness  of  the  season,  the  necessity  of  the 
times,  the  importance  of  the  semce  required,  as  well 
as  the  critical  period  which  had  arrived,  in  which  the 
hopes  of  a  desponding  country  were  to  be  realised  or 
again  blastedr-all  combined  to  point  out  to  the  Exec- 
utive of  this  State  that  mounted  men  could  alone  meet 
the  approaching  ciiris,  and  render  that  serrice  so 
loudly  called  for  by  every  friend  to  his  country.  With 
these  views,  it  is  well  known  that  between  t^ee  and 
four  thousand  mounted  men  rallied  round  the  standard 
of  their  country,  which  had  been  erected  by  the  vener- 
able Shelby,  many  of  whom  had  to  travel  between  two 
and  three  hundred  miles  before  they  readied  the  point 
of  rendezvous.  WiUi  these  troops,  without  delaying 
a  single  day  unnecessarily,  the  Governor  of  Kentucky 
moved  on  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Northwestern 
army,  where  his  arrival  was  as  critical  as  it  was  im- 
portant, and  absolutely  necessary  to  meet  the  views  of 
General  Harrison.  Forced  marches  were  required  and 
performed ;  our  citizens  did  not  linger  on  the  road,  or 
sn&r  their  spirits  to  be  depressed;  for  many,  after 
losing  their  horras  by  fetigue,  would  keep  up  with  ttie 
army  on  foot,  to  the  astonishment  as  well  as  pride  of 
their  countiy  and  feUow-soldiers. 

We  cannot  avoid  further  stating  to  your  honorable 
body  that,  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  Commodore 
Perry's  success  upon  Lake  Erie,  and  carry  the  war 
into  the  enemy's  country,  it  was  necessary  to  leave 
the  horses  of  the  troops  encloeed  in  the  peninsula 
formed  by  the  Sandusky  Bay  and  Portage  river,  where 
they  subsisted  in  the  forest  upwards  of  one  month, 
which  much  reduced  them,  and  consequently  produced 
many  serious  and  unavoidable  losses  on  the  homeward 
march,  as  a  sufficiency  of  forage  could  not  be  procured 
at  Uiat  place.  An  important  victory  was  gained,  and 
the  most  sanguine  anticipations  of  the  Government 
realized.  And  will  the  nation  now,  on  the  return  of 
peace,  refuse  to  remunerate  our  citizens,  many  of 
whom  are  poor,  and  some  of  whom  have  lost  their 
only  horse  f    We  trust  not,  and  therefore  earnestly 


39 


HISTOBT  OF  CONGRESS. 


40 


Senate. 


Proceedingt. 


January,  1816. 


•olidt  the  Attention  of  Congreee  to  tbif  soiiject,  which, 
though  of  smaU  moment  to  the  nation  at  large,  yet  ia 
important  to  indindnala. 

We  woold  alio  indade  the  eases  of  horMS  lost  dur- 
ing the  Fall  of  1814,  nnder  Major  P.  Dudley,  who 
served  with  General  McArthur,  in  Upper  Canada, 
who,  we  helieve,  rendered  impmiant  senriees  to  our 
country  in  cutting  off  the  supplies  of  the  enemy,  and 
which  would  have  been  most  severely  Iblt  by  them  in 
case  another  campaign  had  opened  in  that  quarter. 

Nor  can  her  citixens  have  less  claim  on  the  justice 
of  their  countiy  tp  remunerate  them  for  lost  property, 
who,  during  an  inclement  season,  and  through  a  coun- 
tiy peopled  by  savage  enemies  only,  encountered 
eveiy  danger  and  difficulty  in  the  wagon  department, 
transporting  provisions,  forage,  and  camp  equipage  for 
the  army  and  garrisons  of  the  Northwest ;  many  of 
whom  were  induced  to  embark  in  that  dangerous  em- 
ploy more  from  a  desire  to  serve  their  country  than 
from  the  prospect  of  gain.  Nor  were  the  seirices 
rendered  meir  countiy  by  the  detachment  of  Ken- 
tucky troops  under  the  command  of  Colonel  William 
Russell,  on  the  Wabash  river,  leas  meritorious,  nor  the 
losses' sustained  by  them  less  just  to  remunerate. 

We  therefore  most  seriously  request  that  the  cases 
of  lost  horMS  alluded  to  in  this  memorial  be  attended 
to,  and  that  our  citiaens  be  fully  compensated,  as  for 
as  tbe  justice  of  their  several  cases  may  require ;  and, 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  this  subject  before  Con- 
gress, be  it 

Ruolved  by  the  Oeneral  Atiembly  ofikt  Commoii- 
v)€akh  ofKeniudsy,  That  the  Governor  of  this  Bute 
be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  me- 
morial to  each  of  our  Senaton  and  Representative^  in 
Congress,  with  a  request  that  they  immediately  lay 
the  same  before  that  body,  and  that  they  use  their  best 
inHuence  to  have  the  same  complied  with  as  soon  as 
the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit 

JOHN  J.  CRITTENDEN, 
Speaker  of  ike  House  of  Repreaentaiivee, 

R.  HICKMAN, 

Speaker  of  ike  Senate. 

Approved :  December  21,  1615* 

ISAAC  SHELBY. 


Wednesday,  January  10. 

William  H.  Wells,  from  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, took  his  seat  in  tbe  Senate. 

The  President  eommunicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  exhibiting  the  sams 
respectively  paid  to  each  clerk  in  tbe  several 
offices  of  that  Department,  for  services  rendered 
daring  the  year  ldl5,  made  in  obedience  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  April  21, 1806,  to  regulate 
and  fix  tbe  compensation  of  clerks ;  and  the  re- 
port was  read. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Ap  Catesby  Jones,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  for  himself,  and  in  behalf  of 
the  officers  and  crews  of  tbe  division  of  gan- 
boats,  lately  under  his  command  near  Ship  Isl- 
and, which  was,  on  the  14th  of  December,  1814, 
attacked  and  captured  by  a  detachment  from  the 
fleet  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Sir  Alex- 
ander Cochrane,  praying  compensation  for  their 
clothing  and  other  property  which  they  lost^  as 


is  stated  in  the  petition ;  ^hieh  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Conrmittee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  tbe  9th  instant,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
vising and  digesting  the  several  acts  of  Congress, 
on  the  subject  of  naturalization,  and  agreed  there- 
to; and  Messrs.  Dana,  Wii^son,  and  Lacock, 
were  appointed  tbe  committee. 

Mr.  0ARBODR,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  B.  Eastman," 
reported  it  without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Fromentin,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  bill  concerning  evidence  in  cases  of  naturali- 
zation, correctly  engrossed;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Talbot,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  concerning  the  convention,  to  regu- 
late the  commerce  between  the  territories  of  the 
United  States  and  Hia  Britannic  Majesty,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Sanpord,  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  ^  Shall  the  bill  be  eogrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  by  unan- 
imous consenL  and  passed. 

A  message  from  tbe  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  tbe  discbarge 
of  James  Jewett,from  his  imprisonment;"  also 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  George 
S.  Wise,"  in  which  bills  they  request  tbe  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  tbe  second  reading. 


TauasDAY,  January  11. 

The  PasaiDBNT  communicated  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  pray- 
ing that  David  Floyd,  and  his  associates,  may  be 
authorized  to  open  and  work  a  certain  salt-spring 
in  the  said  Territory,  as  is  stated  in  tbe  me- 
morial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  appoii^led  the  7th  of  December  on 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory. 

Mr.  IioRSBY  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Tiiton,  late  Physician  and  Surgeon  General  of 
the  Army  of  of  the  United  States,  praying  an  al- 
lowance for  rations,  forage,  quarters,  postage, 
Sbc.,  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  an  annual  benevolence  that  may  sustain  him 
above  want  and  dependence,  in  consideration  of 
bis  long  and  faithful  public  services,  as  stated  in 
the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  xeferre^  to  a 
select  committee;  and  Messrs.  Horsey, Co ndit, 
and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, communicated  sundry  documents  relative 
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to  the  operations  of  the  squadron  nnder  commaod 
of  Commodore  Decatur,  against  the  Barbary 
Powers ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Cannon,  and  others,  claimants  of  public  lands, 
praying  provision  may  be  made  by  law  for  their 
fndemnineation,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred'^  on  the  26th  December,  the  petition 
of  Walter  Sims. 

I'he  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  dis- 
charge of  James  Jewett  from  his  imprisonment," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee;  and  Messrs.  Varnum, Daoqett, and 
Macon,  were  appointed  the  committee.  . 

Tha  bill^ntitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
George  8.  Wise,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,^  entitled  "  An  act  to  enlarge  the 
time  for  ascertaining  the  annual  transfers  and 
changes  of  property  subject  to  the  direct  tax,  and 
for  other  purposes/'  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Henry  Fanning,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

The  engrossed  bill,  relatitre  to  evidence  in 
cases  of  naturalization,  was  read  a  third  lime, 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
B.  Eastman,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Frohbntin.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  reterred,  reported  a  bill  to  fix  the 
compensations  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  there- 
in mentioned,  and  the  bill  was  read«  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  confirming 
Co  the  Navigation  Company  of  New  Orleans  the 
use  and  possession  of  a  lot  in  the  said' city ;  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Frombntin,  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  "  Shall  thu  bill  be  enffrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative.     , 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, reported,  in  part,  a  bill  authorizing  the  ap- 
pointment of  certain  Naval  officers  therein  named; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 


FRfDAY,  January  12. 

The  PRBSinBNT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  Qeneral,  relative  to  the  salaries  of 
the  clerks  of  that  Department  for  the  year  1815  f 
which  was  read. 

The  Prbbipbnt  also  communicated  the  peti- 
tion of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Clermont,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  the 
discontinuance  of  the  carrying  and  opening  of 
the  mail  on  the  Sabbath;  and  the  petition  was 


read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred,  on  the  22d  December,  the  petitions 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Beaver  countj,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  same  subject. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnum,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sarah  Jervis, 
and  others,  were  dbchar^ed  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof,  and  it  wis  referred  to  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasurv. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  petition  or  Jacob 
Wri^rhter,  of  Trenton,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
praying  a  pension,  in  consideration  of  wounds  re- 
ceived while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  late  war.  as  stated  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
10  whom  was  referred,  on  the  second  instant,  the 
petition  of  Robert  White. 

Mr.  HoRSET  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
King,  and  others,  members  of  the  congregation 
of  Trinitj  Church  in  Georgetown, praying  author- 
ity to  raise  by  lottery  a  sum  sufficient  to  enlarge 
their  church,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee ;  and  Messrs.  Horbbt,  Va'bnom,  and  Bar- 
bour, were  appmnted  the  committee. 

The  bill  confirming  to  the  Navigation  Com- 
pany of  New  Orleans  the  use  and  possession  of  a 
lot  in  said  city,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  certain 
Naval  officers  therein  named,  was  read  the  second 
time  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  bill  to  fix  the  compensations  of  the  officers 
of  the  Senate  therein  mentioned,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  on  motion,  bj  Mr.  Frombntin,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Fanning;"  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  enlarge  the  time  for  ascertaininff  the  annual 
traosfera  and  changes  of  property  subject  to  the 
direct  tax, and  for  other  purposes;"  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


MoNDAT,  January  15. 

Mr.  HowBLL  presented  the  petition  of  James 
D'Wolf,  of  Bristol,  in  the  Sute  of  Rhode  Island, 
praying^  the  patronage  of  Congress  to  the  cotton 
nunufactures  of  the  United  States,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  WiLLUMS  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Lawrence,  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the 
officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates, composing  the  garrison  of  Fort  Bowyer 
in  the  Summer  of  the  year  1814,  praying  payment 


43 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS* 


44 


Sbkate. 


ProceedingB. 


Januart,  1816. 


for  certain  ressels  and  cargoes,  captnred  and  de- 
stroyed, belonging  to  the  enemy  of  the  United 
States,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiaira. 
Mr.  GoLDBBOROUOH  presented '  the  petition  of 
Isaac  Barneston,  and  others,  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  cotton  manufacturers  in  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  praying  the  patronage  and  guardian- 
ship of  Congress,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Horbbt, 
Orderedj  That  eight  hundred  copies  of  the  fol- 
lowing papers,  relative  to  the  public  roads  and 
canals,  l^  printed  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  viz : 

A  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  March, 
1807. 
A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
A  report  of  the  same. 
Mr.  Lfitrobe's  communication,  marked  E. 
Mr.  Fulton's  letter,  marked  F. 
Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Levy  Court  of  the  county  of  Wasbingtoni  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  praying  the  establishment 
of  a  penitentiary,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memo- 
rial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee; and  Messrs.  Barbour,  Goldbborouoh, 
and  Horbbt,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, communicated  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
for  tne  Department  of  Navy,  containing  estimates 
of  the  expense  of  building  and  equipping  one  sev- 
enty-four, two  forty-fours,  and  two  sloops  of  war ; 
which  were  read. 

The  bill  entitled  *<An  act  to  enlarge  the  time 
for  ascertainiof  the  annual  transfers  and  changes 
of  propertv  subject  to  the  direct  tax.  and  for  other 
purposes,'^  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Fanning"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  certain  Naval 
officers  therein  named. 

On  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  ?''  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  regulate  the  commerce 
between  the  United  States  and  the  territories  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty,  according  to  the  Conven- 
tion concluded  the  3d  aay  of  July,  1815;  and  the 
ratifications  of  which  were  exchanged  on  the  22d 
day  of  December,  1815,''  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  fix  the 
compensations  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  therein 
mentioned ;  and  after  progress,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Daoobtt.  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

Nlr.  Dana  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 


SeBobudf  Thai  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  inqnire 
whether  any  pfOTidon  is  necessaiy  for  authoriung  the 
proper  officers,  hom  time  to  time,  to  make  payment  of 
the  suns  which  the  Senators  and  ReprcsentatiTes  in 
CongreM  are  entitled  by  law  to  receive  from  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  in  compensation  for  their 
senrioes. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  sale  of  public  lands ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 


Tuesday,  January  16. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
City  Council  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  on 
the  subject  of  a  marine  hospital  for  that  port ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Mleet  com- 
mittee ;  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Bibb,  and  Daoobtt, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  ^  An  act  to  regulate  the  com* 
merce  between  the  United  States  and  the  terri* 
tories  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  according  to  the 
convention  concluded  on  the  3d  day  of  JuITi 
1815,  and  the  ratifications  of  which  were  ex- 
changed on  the  22d  day  of  December,  1815,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  ConH- 
mittee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  poUie  landa 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and,  on  the  question. 
<<  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  thiro 
time  T*  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  cer- 
tain Naval  officers  therein  named,  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Bemdved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be.  **An  act  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  Admirals." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  made  the  15th  instant,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  inquire  whether  any 
provision  is  necessary  for  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  the  sums  which  the  Senators  and  Rep* 
resentatives  are  entitli^  to  receive  in  compensa- 
tion for  their  services ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Roberts,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Tuesday  next.   ^ 

Mr.  Varnum,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  <'An  act  to  author- 
ize the  discharge  of  James  Jewett  from  his  im- 
prisonment," reported  it  with  an  amendment, 
which  was  read,  and  taken  up  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and,  on  motion,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 


WBDNfiSDAY,  January  17. 

The  Prbbidbnt  eomnronicated  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  Qeneral,  containing  a  list  of  coo  tracts 
made  in  the  year  1815,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  TuRNBR  presented  the  petition  of  William 
O'Neale  and  Robert  Taylor,  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, praying  compensation  for  a  schooner, 
chartered  to  the  United  States  to  attend  the  flo- 
tilla under  the  command  of  Commodore  Barney, 
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in  June,  1814,  which  was  suAk  in  the  river  Pa- 
tnxent,  to  prevent  her  and  the  property  on  board 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  as  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  NaTal  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  '^An 
aet  for  the  relief  of  G^rge  8.  Wise,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thos. 
I.  Allen,  on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  reward 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  United  States' 
bfig  Argus;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Frombntin,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  public  lands,  cor- 
rectly engrossed ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mor- 
ROWj  it  was  referred  to  a  select  committee ;  and 
Messrs.  Williams,  Hunter,  and  Rugoles,  were 
appointed  the  eomiaittee. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
ref^red  the  bill  entitled  ^*An  act  to  regulate 
the  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  the 
territories  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  according 
to  the  conyentioB  concluded  tbe  3d  day  of  July, 
1815,  and  the  ratifications  of  which  #ere  ex- 
changed on  the  22d  day  of  December,  1815,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  authoriziBg  the  discharge  of  William  Jewett 
from  his  imprisonment,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee ; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Motkdmy  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tatlor,  the  petition  of 
James  Jewett,  together  with  the  accompanying 
docaraents,  were  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  fix  the 
compensations  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  there- 
in mentioned ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tait.  it 
was  recommitted  to  a  select  committee,  furtner 
to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  La- 
cock,  Wilson,  and  Varnum,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  HoRSBY,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Charles  King,  and  others, 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  a  lottery  in  Qeorge- 
towB,  District  of  Columbia;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Kino  presented  the  petition  of  Cornelia 
LiTineston  and  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and 
of  the  infant  children  of  Philip  Liringston,  de- 
ceased, and  the  heirs  of  his  father,  praying  iur- 
ther  time  may  be  allowed  them  for  protecting 
their  titles  and  establishing  their  claims  to  cer- 
tain lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  as  stated 
in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  the  7th  of  December, 
on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives  ot  the  Mississippi  Ter* 
ritory. 


Tbursdat,  January  18. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Levins,  of  Soutn  Carolia,  praying  compensation 
for  vanquishing  and  bringing  into  the  United 
States,  as  prisoners  of  war,  one  midshipman  and 
four  seamen,  of  the  navy  of  Qreat  Britain,  alone 
and  unassisted,  as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  fixing  the  compensations  of 
the  officers  of  the  Senate  therein  mentioned,  re- 
ported it  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill  to  reward  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
United  States'  brig  Argus,  was  read  a  second 
time. 

The  bill  to  authorize  a  lottery  in  Georgetown, 
District  of  Columbia^  was  read  the  second  time. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ^An 
act  to  regulate  the  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  the  territories  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, according  to  the  convention  concluded  the 
3d  aay  of  July,  1815,  and  the  ratifications  of  which 
were  exchanged,  on  the  22d  day  of  December, 
1815 ;"  and  no  amendment  having  been  proposed 
thereto,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House:  and,  on  the  question,  ^  Shall  this  bill  be 
read  a  thiid  time  ?" 

Mr.  Jambs  Barbour  rose  and  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows :  Mr.  President,  as  it  seems  to  be 
the  wish  of  the  Senate  to  pass  upon  this  subject 
without  debate,  it  adds  to  tne  reluctance  I  always 
feel  when  compelled,  even  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to 
intrude  on  their  attention.  Yet,  as  I  feel  myself 
obliged,  under  the  solemn  responsibility  attached 
to  the  station  I  hold  h?re,  to  vote  against  the  bill 
under  consideration — as  I  thinks  abo,  it  is  but  a 
due  respect  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Leffisla- 
ture,  from  whom  it  is  my  misfortune  to  difier, 
and  but  an  act  of  justice  to  myself  to  state  the 
grounds  of  my  opinion,  I  must  be  pardoned  for 
departing  from  the  course  which  seemed  to  be 
desired  by  the  Senate. 

In  the  exercise  of  this  privilege,  with  a  view  to 
promote  the  wishes  of  the  Senate  as  far  as  a  sense 
of  duty  will  permit,  I  will  confine  myself  to  a 
succinct  view  of  the  most  prominent  objections 
which  lie  against  its  passage,  rather  than  indulge 
in  the  extensive  range  of  which  the  subject  is 
susceptible.  Before  I  enter  into  the  discussion  of 
the  merits  of  the  question,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  course  which  was 
adopted  by  us  in  relation  to  this  subject.  A  bill| 
brought  in  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, passed  the  Senate  unanimously,  declaring 
that  all  laws  in  opposition  to  the  convention  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  con- 
cluded on  the  3d  July  last,  should  be  held  as  null 
and  void.  The  principle  on  which  this  body 
acted,  was,  that  the  treaty,  upon  the  exchange  of 
its  ratification,  did,  of  itself,  repeal  any  commer- 
cial regulation,  incompatible  with  its  provisions, 
existing  in  our  municipal  code;  it  being  by  us 
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believed  at  the  lime  that  such  a  bill  was  not  ne- 
cessary, but  bv  a  declaratory  act.  it  was  supposed, 
all  doubts  ana  difficulties,  shoula  any  exist,  might 
be  removed.  This  bill  is  sent  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  who,  without  acting  thereon« 
send  us  the  one  under  consideration,  but  differing 
materially  from  ours.  Far  from  pretending  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  course  of  business 
pursued  by,  the  two  Houses,  I  do  not  fhj  that  the 
mode  adopted  in  this  particular  case  is  irregular, 
but  if  it  has  not  the  sanction  of  precedent,  it  ap« 
pears  to  me  to  be  wanting  in  that  courtesy  which 
should  be  perpetually  cherished  between  the  two 
Houses.  It  would  have  been  more  decorous  to 
have  acted  on  our  bill;  to  have  agreed  to  it  if  it 
were  approved;  lo  reject  or  amend  it.  In  the 
latter  case,  upon  its  being  returned  to  the  Senate, 
the  views  of  the  other  body  would  have  been  con- 
trasted with  our  own,  and  we  might  then  have 
regularly  passed  upon  the  subject.  A  different 
course,  however,  has  been  adopted ;  and  if  a  re- 
gard to  etiquette  had  been  the  only  obstacle  to 
my  support  to  the  bilL  it  would  have  been  readily 
given ;  for  it  is  the  substance,  and  not  the  shadow, 
which  weighs  with  me.  The  difference  between 
the  two  bills  is  rendered  important  by  its  involv- 
ing a  Constitutional  question. 

It  is  my  misfortune,  for  such  I  ceruinly  esteem 
it,  to  differ  from  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture on  tBat  question ;  were  it  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion on  the  expediency  of  a  measure,  it  might 
readily  be  obviated,  as  beinff  entirely  free,  or  at 
least  I  hope  so,  from  pride  of  opinion.  My  dispo- 
sition is  to  meet,  by  mutual  concession,  those 
with  whom  I  am  in  the  habit  of  acting ;  but  when 
a  principle  of  the  Constitution  is  involved,  con- 
cession and  compromise  are  out  of  the  question. 
With  one  eye  on  the  sacred  charter  of  our  liber- 
ties^ and  the  other  on  the  solemn  sanction  under 
which  I  act  here,  I  surrender  myself  to  the  dic- 
tates of  my  best  judgment,  (weak  enough  God 
knows,)  and  fearlessly  pursue  the  course  pointed 
out  by  these  guides.  My  regret  is  certainly 
greatly  lessened  by  the  reflection  that  there  is  no 
difference  of  opinion  with  any  one  on  the  pro« 
priety  of  executing  the  treaty  with  good  faith — 
we  differ  only  as  to  the  manner  in  which  our 
common  purpose  shall  he  effected. 

The  difference  between  the  friends  of  the  bill, 
and  those  opposed  to  i^  is,  as  I  understand  it,  this : 
the  former  contend,  that  the  law  of  Congress,  dis- 
criminating between  American  and  British  ton- 
nage, is  not  abrojgated  by  the  treaty,  although  its 
provisions  conflict  with  the  treaty,  but  that  to 
effect  its  repeal,  the  bill  in  question,  a  mere  echo 
of  the  treaty,  must  pass;  the  latter,  among  whom 
I  wish  to  be  considered,  on  the  contrarv  say,  that 
the  law  above  alluded  to  was  annulled  upon  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty.  I  hope  I  have  suc- 
ceeded in  stating  the  question  fairly,  for  that  cer- 
tainly, was  my  wish,  and  it  is  also  my  determina- 
tion to  discuss  it  in  the  same  spirit. 

This,  then,  is  the  issue  which  is  made  up  be- 
tween the  friends  and  the  opponents  of  the  bill ; 
and  although  in  its  practical  effects  I  cannot  be- 
lieve it  would  be  of  consequence  which  way  it  is 


decided,  yet,  as  the  just  interpretation  of  the  Con- 
stitution is  the  pivot  on  which  it  turns,  from  that 
consideration  alone  the  question  becomes  an  in* 
teresting  one. 

Fortunately  for  us  we  have  a  written  Const!- 
tntion  to  recur  to,  dictated  with  the  utmost  pre- 
cision of  which  our  language  is  susceptible — it 
being  the  work  of  whatsoever  of  wisdom^  of  ex- 
perience, and  of  foresight,  united  America  pos- 
sessed. 

To  a  just  understanding  of  this  instrument,  it 
will  be  essential  to  recur  to  the  object  of  its  adop- 
tion; in  this  there  can  be  no  difference  of  opin- 
ion. The  old  band  of  union  had  been  literallj 
dissolved  in  its  own  imbecility;  to  remedy  this 
serious  evil,  an  increase  of  the  powers  of  the 
General  Government  was  indispensable. 

To  draw  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the 
powers  thus  granted  to  the  General  Government, 
and  those  retained  by  the  States,  was  the  primary 
and  predominating  object.  In  conformity  with 
this  view,  we  find  a  general  enumeration  of  the 
powers  assigned  the  former,  of  which  Congress 
is  made  the  depository ;  which  powers,  althon^h 
granted  to  Congress  in  the  first  instance,  are,  in 
the  same  instrument,  subsequently  distributed 
among  the  other  branches  of  the  Government. 
Various  examples  might  be  adduced  in  support 
of  this  position.  The  following  for  the  present 
will  suffice:  Art.  1,  sec.  1,  of  the  Constitution 
declares,  that  '*ali  legislative  powers  herein  erant- 

*  ed  shall  be  vested  in  a  Congress  of  the  United 
'  States,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and 
'  House  of  Representatives."  Yet  we  find,  bjr 
the  seventh  section  of  the  same  article,  the  Presi- 
dent invested  with  a  large  share  of  ieeislative 
power. and,  in  fact,  constituting  an  integru  branch 
of  the  Legislature;  in  addition  to  this,  1  will  here 
barely  add,  that  the  grant  of  the  very  power  to 
reffulate  the  exercise  of  which  gave  birth  to  this 
biU,  furnishes,  by  the  admission  of  the  friends  of 
the  bill,  another  evidence  of  the  truth  of  this  po- 
sition, as  I  shall  show  hereafter;  and,  therefore, 
to  comprehend  the  true  meaning  of  the  Consti- 
tution, an  isolated  view  of  a  particular  clause  or 
section  will  involve  you  in  error,  while  a  compre- 
hensive one,  both  of  its  spirit  and  letter,  will  con- 
duct you  to  a  just  result ;  when  apparent  colli- 
sions will  be  removed,  and  vigoi^  and  effect  will 
be  given  to  every  part  of  the  instrument.  With 
this  principle  as  our  guide,  I  come  directly  to 
that  part  of  the  Constitution  which  recognises 
the  treaty-making  power.  In  the  2d  clause,  2d 
sec,  2d  art.,  are  the  following  plain  and  emphatic 
words:  "He  (the  President)  shall  have  power, 

*  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 

*  ate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of  the 
'  Senators  present  concur."  Two  considerations 
here  irresistibly  present  themselves*— first,  there 
is  no  limitation  to  the  exercise  of  the  power,  save 
such  restrictions  as  arise  from  the  Constitution, 
as  to  the  subjects  on  which  it  is  to  act;  nor  is 
there  any  participation  of  the  power,  with  anr 
other  branch  of  the  Government,  in  any  way  al- 
luded to. 

Am  I  borne  out  in  this  declaration  by  the  clause 
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referred  to  1  That  I  am,  seems  to  me  susceptible  of 
demoDstratioD.  To  the  President  and  Senate 
has  been  imparted  the  power  of  making  treaties. 
Well,  what  is  a  treaty  ?  If  a  word  have  a  known 
signification  by  the  common  consent  of  mankind, 
and  it  be  used  without  any  qualification  in  a  law, 
constitution,  or  otherwise,  the  fair  inference  is 
that  the  received  import  of  such  word  is  intended 
to  be  conyeyed.  If  so,  the  extent  of  the  power 
intended  to  be  granted  admits  of  no  difficulty.  It 
reaches  to  those  acts  of  courtesy  and  kindness, 
which  philanthropy  has  established  in  the  inter- 
course of  nations,  as  well  -as  to  treaties  of  com- 
merce, of  boundaries,  and,  in  fine,  to  every  interna- 
tional subject  whatsoever.  This  exposition  is  sup- 
ported by^  such  unequivocal  authority,  that  it  is 
believed  it  will  not  be  questioned.  I,  therefore, 
infer  that  it  will  be  readily  yielded,  that  in  regard 
to  the  treaty,  in  aid  of  which  this  bill  is  exhibited, 
the  treaty-making  DO  wer  has  not  exceeded  its  just 
limits.  So  far  we  have  proceeded  on  sure  ground ; 
we  now  come  to  the  pith  of  the  qoesuon.  Is 
the  legislative  sanction  necessary  to  give  it  effect  ? 
I  answer  in  the  negative.  Why  ?  Because,  by  the 
second  clause  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, it  is  declared  that  all  treaties  made  or  which 
shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  If 
this  clause  means  anything,  it  is  conclusive  of  the 
question. 

If  the  treaty  be  a  supreme  law,  then  whatsoever 
municipal  regulation  comes  within  its  provisions 
must  ipso  facto  be  annulled — unless  gentlemen 
conteiid,  there  can  be  at  the  same  time  two  su- 
preme Laws,  emanating  from  the  same  authority. 
confllctinK  with  eat^i  other,  and  still  both  in  full 
vigor  and  efiect.  This  would  indeed  produce  a 
state  of  things  without  a  parallel  in  human  affairs, 
unless  indeed  its  like  might  be  found  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Popes.  In  one  instance,  we  are  told, 
there  were  three  at  one  time  roaming  over  the 
Christian  world,  all  claiming  infallibility,  and 
denouncing  their  anathemas  against  all  who  jailed 
to  yield  implicit  obedience  to  their  respective 
mandates,  when  to  comply  with  the  one  was  to 
disobey  the  other.  A  result  like  this,  so  monstrous 
in  its  aspect,  excludes  the  interpretation  which 
produces  it.  It  is  a  safe  course  in  attempting  to 
ascertain  the  meaning  of  a  law  or  constitution  to 
connect  different  clauses  (no  matter  how  detach- 
ed) upon  the  same  subject  together.  Let  us  do  it 
in  this  case.  The  President  shall  have  power,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to 
make  treaties,  which  treaties  shall  be  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land.  I  seek  to  gain  no  surreptitious 
advantage  from  the  word  supreme,  because  I 
franJdy  admit  that  it  is  used  in  the  Constitution, 
in  relation  to  the  laws  and  constitutions  of  the 
States  ;  but  I  appeal  to  it  merely  to  ascertain  the 
high  authority  intended  to  be  imparted  by  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  to  a  ratified  treaty* 
It  is  classed  in  point  of  dignity  with  the  laws  of 
the  United  States.  We  ask  for  no  superiority, 
but  equality ',  and  as  the  last  law  made  annuls 
a  former  one,  where  they  conflict^  so  we  contend 
that  a  subsequent  treaty,  as  in  the  present  case, 


revokes  a  former  law  in  opposition  thereto.  But 
the  other  side  contend,  that  it  is  inferior  to  the 
law  in  point  of  authority,  which  continues  in  full 
force  despite  of  a  treaty,  and  to  its  repeal  the  as- 
sent of  the  whole  Legislature  is  necessary.  Our 
claims  rest  on  the  expressed  words  of  the  Consti- 
tution— the  opposite  on  implication ;  and  if  the 
latter  be  jnst,  I  cannot  forbear  to  say  that  thefra* 
mers  of  the  Constitution  would  but  111  deserve 
what  I  have  heretofore  thought  a  just  tribute  to 
their  meritorious  services.  If  they  really  designed 
to  produce  the  efiOect  contended  for,  instead  of  so 
de<Haring  by  a  positive  provision,  they  have  used 
a  language  which,  to  my  mind,  operates  conclu- 
sively against  it.  Unde^  what  clause  of  the 
Constitution  is  the  right  to  exercise  this  power 
set  up  ?  The  reply  is,  the  3d  clause  of  8th  sec- 
tion 1st  article— Congress  shall  have  power  to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  Sue.  I 
immediately  inquire  to  what  extent  does  the  au- 
thority of  Congress,  in  relation  to  commercial, 
treaties,  reach  1  Is  the  aid  of  the  Legislature  ne- 
cessary in  all  cases  whatsoever,  to  give  efiact  to 
a  commercial  treaty  ?  It  is  readily  admitted  that 
it  is  not.  That  a  treaty,  whose  influence  is  ex- 
tra territorial,  becomes  obligatory  the  instant  of 
its  ratification.  That,  as  the  aid  of  the  Legislar 
ture  is  not  necessary  to  its  execution,  the  Legis- 
lature have  no  right  to  interpose.  It  is  then  ad- 
mitted that  while  a  general  power  on  the  subject 
of  commerce  is  siven  to  Congress,  that  yet  import- 
ant commercial  regulations  may  be  adopted  by 
treaty,  without  the  co-operationof  the  Legmlature, 
notwithstanding  the  generality  of  the  grant  oi 

Eower  on  commercial  subjects  to  Congress.  If  it 
e  true  that  the  President  and  Senate  have,  in 
their  treaty-making  power,  an  exclusive  control 
over  part  and  not  over  the  whole.  I  demand  to 
know  at  what  point  that  exclusive  control  ceases  ? 
In  the  clause  relied  upon,  there  is  no  limitation. 
The  fact  Ib^  sir,  none  exists.  The  treaty-making 
power  over  commerce  is  supreme.  No  legisla- 
tive sanction  is  necessary,  if  the  treaty  be  capable 
of  self-execution,  and  when  a  legislative  sanc- 
tion b  necessary,  as  I  shall  more  at  large  hereafter 
show,  such  sanction,  when  given,  adds  nothing 
to  the  validity  of  the  treaty,  but  enables  the  prop- 
er authority  to  execute  it ;  and  when  the  Legis- 
lature do  act  in  this  regard,  it  is  uader  such  obli- 
gation as  the  necessity  of  lulfiUing  a  moral  con- 
tract imposes. 

If  it  be  inquired  of  me  what  I  understand  by 
the  clause  in  question,  in  answer  I  refer  to  the 
principle  with  which  I  set  out;  that  this  was  a 
grant  of  power  to  the  General  Government  of 
which  Congress  was  in  the  iirst  instance  merely 
the  depository,  which  power,  had  not  a  portion 
thereof  been  transferred  to  another  branch  of  the 
Qovernment,  would  have  been  exclusively  exer- 
cised by  Congress,  but  that  a  distribution  of  this 
power  has  been  made  by  the  Constitution ;  as  a 
|>ortion  thereof  has  been  given  to  the  treaty-mak- 
inff  power,  and  that  which  is  not  transferred  is 
left  in  the  possession  of  Congress. .  Hence,  to 
Congress  it  is  competent  to  act  in  this  grant  in  its 
proper  character  by  establishing  municipal  regu- 
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latioQs.    The  President  and  the  Senate,  on  the 
other  hand,  have  the  same  power  within  their 
sphere,  that  is,  by  a  treaty  or  convention  with  a 
foreign  nation,  to  establish  such  regulations  in  re- 
gard to  commerce,  as  to  them  may  seem  friendly 
to  the  public  interest.    Thus  each  department 
moyes  in  its  own  proper  orbit,  nor  do  they  come 
in  collision  with  each  other.    If  they  have  exer- 
cised their  respective  powers  on  the  same  subject, 
the  last  act,  whether  by  the  Legislature  or  the 
treaty-making  power,  abrogates  a  former  one. 
The  Legislature  of  the  nation  majr,  if  a  cause 
exist  in  their  judgment  suflScient  to  justify  it,  ab- 
rogate a  treaty,  as  has  been  done;  so  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  by  a  treaty  ma/  abrogate  a  pre- 
existing law  containing  interfering  provisions,  as 
has  been  done  heretofore,  (without  tne  right  being 
questioned,)  and  as  we  say  in  the  very  case  under 
consideration.    I  will  endeavor  to  make  myself 
understood  by  examples;  Congress  has  power, 
under  the  clause  in  quesfionj  to  lay  embargoes,  to 
pass  non-Intercourse  or  non-importation  or  coun- 
tervailing laws,  and  this  power  they  have  fre- 
quently exercised.    On  the  other  hand,  if  the  na- 
tion  against  whom  one  of  those  laws  is  intended 
to  operate,  is  made  sensible  of  her  injustice  and 
tenders  reparation,  the  President  and  Senate  have 
power  by  treaty  to  restore  the  amicable  relations 
between  the  two  nations,  and  the  law  directing 
otherwise,  upon  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  is 
forthwith  annulled.    Again,  if  Congress  should 
be  of  opinion  that  the  offending  nation  had  not 
complied  with  their  engagements,  they  might  by 
law  revoke  the  treaty,  and  place  the  relation  be- 
tween the  two  nations  upon  such  footing  as  they 
approved.    Where  Is  the  collision  here  ?    I  see 
none.    This  view  of  the  subject  presents  an  as- 
pect as  innocent  as  that  which  is  produced  when 
a  subsequent  law  repeals  a  former  one.    By  this 
interpretation  you  reconcile  one  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution with  another,  giving  to  each  a  proper 
effect,  a  result  always  desirable,  and  in  rules  of 
construction  claiming  a  precedence  to  all  others. 
Indeed,  sir,  I  do  not  see  how  the  power  in  question 
could  have  been  otherwise  arranged.    The  power 
Which  has  been  assigned  to  Congress  was  indis- 
pensable ;  without  it  we  should  have  been  at  the 
mercy  of  a  foreign  Government,  who,  knowing 
the  incompetency  of  Congress  to  act,  would  have 
subjected  our  commerce  to  the  most  injurious  reg- 
ulations, as  was  actually  the  case  before  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  when  it  was  managed  by 
the  States,  bjr  whom  no  regular  system  could  be 
established ;  indeed  we  all  xnow  this  very  subject 
was  among  the  most  prominent  of  the  causes 
which  produced  the  Constitution.    Had  this  state 
of  things  continued,  no  nation  which  could  profit 
by  a  contrary  course  would  have  treated.    On 
the  other  hBn(L  had  not  a  power  been  given  to 
some  branch  of  the  Government  to  treat,  what- 
ever might  have  been  the  friendly  dispositions  of 
other  Powers,  or  however  desirous  to  reciprocate 
beneficial  arrangements,  they  could  not,  without 
a  treaty-making  power  lodged  somewhere,  be  re- 
alized.  I  therefore  contend,  that  although  to  Con- 
gress a  power  is  given  in  the  clause  alluded  to, 


to  regulate  commerce,  yet  this  power  is  Id  part, 
as  I  have  before  endeavored  to  show,  given  to  the 
President  and  Senate  in  their  treaty-making  ca- 
pacity— the  truth  of  which  position  is  admitted 
oy  the  friends  of  the  bill  to  a  certain  extent.    The 
fact  is,  that  the  only  difference  between  us  is  to 
ascertain  the  precise  point  where  legislative  aid 
is  necessary  to  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  and 
where  not.    To  fix  this  point  b  to  settle  theqaes- 
tion.    After  the  most  mature  reflection  which  I 
have  been  able  to  give  this  subject,  my  mind  has 
been  brought  to  the  following  results :    Whenever 
the  President  and  Senate,  within  the  acknowledged 
range  of  their  treaty-making  power,  ratify  a  treaty 
upon  extra  territorial  subjects,  then  it  is  binding 
without  any  auxiliary  law.    Again,  if  from  the 
nature  of  the  treaty  it  is  self-execntory,  no  legis- 
lative aid  is  necessary.    If,  on  the  contrary,  the 
treaty  from  its  nature  cannot  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect but  by  the  agency  of  the  Legislature,  that  is, 
if  some  municiiNrl  regulation  be  necessary,  then 
the  Legislature  must  act  not  as  ^rticipating  in 
the  treaty-making  power,  but  in  its  proper  char- 
acter as  a  legislative  body.    Examples  will  serve 
to  illustrate  more  satisfactorily  the  view  I  wish 
to  present.    If  for  an  equivalent  we  had  agreed 
by  treaty  that  our  vessels  should  not  pass  the 
Cape  of  GK>od  Hope  or  the  Straits  of  Magellan, 
this  being  extra  territorial,  then  no  law  wooM 
have  been  necessary ;  this  I  understand  is  conce* 
ded  by  all  parties. 

Secondly.   If  by  treaty  we  agree  to  surrender 
prisoners  of  war,  or  property  taken  from  the  ene- 
my, or,  as  in  the  very  case  under  consideration, 
that  for  an  equivalent  we  will  forbear  to  exact  a 
higher  tpnnage  duty  on  British  than  American 
ships,  then  the  treaty,  as  it  needs  not  legislative 
aid,  is  self-executory;  and,  finalljr,  if  we   had 
ae reed  in  the  last  convention  that,  if  the  British 
Qovernment  would  abstain  from  impressment,  no 
British  sailors  should  be  employed    on    board 
American  shii^,  and  that  those  who  should  offend 
therein  should  be  obnoxious  to  a  penalty,  then  the 
Legislature  must  act  to  fix  the  amount  of  such 
penalty,  to  prescribe  the  manner  in  which   it 
should  be  prosecuted,  and  to  fix  the  tribcmal  which 
should  have  cognizance  of  the  case.   I  have  thus, 
as  explicitly  as  it  is  possible  for  me,  given  you 
my  view  of  the  just  pretensions  of  the  treaty- 
making  power,  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  the  ies is* 
lative  on  the  otner.    This  construction,  so  palpaole 
to  my  mind,  and  so  Irrefragable,  instead  of  being 
met  by  argument,  conducted  with  moderation, 
and  addressed  to  the  understanding,  has  been  as- 
sailed elsewhere  with  every  epithet  of  opprobriQin, 
as  leading  to  a  concentration  of  power  in   the 
hands  of  the  President  and  Senate.    If  sueh  rev- 
eries deserved  to  be  noticed,  I  will  state,  with  a 
view  to  quiet  the  alarmed,  that  this  now  dreaded 
power  was  exercised  with  less  security  to   the 
ftation  by  the  old  Congress.    There,  without  the 
security  arising  from  the  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, that  body  enjoyed  the  treaty*makin£  power 
to  the  same  extent  as  it  is  now  exercised.     And 
although  this  existed  in  the  most  disastrous  period 
of  the'^Republic,  I  have  never  heard  It  intimated 
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thftt  the  power  was  abased.    Indeed,  sir,  if  the 
CoDStitutioa  itself-  does  not  form  the  horizon  of 
my  Yiew,  and  I  am  at  liberty  to  look  to  the  rea- 
sons which  influenced  the  authors  of  the  Consti- 
tution to  place  the  treaty-making  power  where 
they  did,  I  cannot  help  believing,  that  independent 
of  the  consideration  of  a  greater  degree  of  secrecy, 
despatch,  ^.,  which  was  expected  of  the  Senate, 
that  the  elements  of  which  the  body  is  composed, 
the  immediate  representatiires  of  the  States,  in 
their  sorereign  capacity,  had  great  weight  in  the 
arrangement.    The  consideration,  too,  that  the 
small  States  wonid  be  eqoaily  represented  here 
with  the  largest,^ would  not  be  without  its  weight. 
And  it  is  a  singular  fact,  that  although  a  treaty 
should  be  ratified  by  the  consent  of  fourteen 
States,  the  representatives  from  four  of  the  largest 
States  in  the  Union,  in  the  other  branch,  could 
arrest  its  execution,  if  that  branch  of  the  Govern* 
ment  were  to  participate  in  the  treaty-making 
power.    As  I  have  already  taken  the  liberty,  so  I 
must  ask  for  a  continuance  of  the  privilege  to  no- 
tioe  what  I  have  heard  said  elsewhere,  relative  to 
the  subject  under  consideration.    It  is  uiged  by 
some,  that  the  control  of  the  sword  and  the  purse 
is  granted  to  Congress  in  no  other  way  than  their 
power  to  regulate  commerce;   and  that  if  the 
President  and  Senate  can  act  independently  of 
the  Legislature  in  one  case,  so  they  may  in  all. 
Far  be  from  me  such  an  opinion.    I  unhesita- 
tingly say,  that  the  purse  and  the  sword  have  been 
placed  under  the  safeguard  of  the  national  will ; 
that  any  attempt  en  the  jpart  of  the  President  and 
Senate  to  exclude  the  House  of  Representatives 
from  their  shue  of  this  trust,  would  be  uneoristi* 
tutionalr;  and  that  it  would  not  only  be  their 
right,  but  their  duty  to  oppose  it ;  in  t^is  opinion, 
I  feel  warranted  both  by  the  letter  and  genius  of 
the  Constitution.    It  is  especially  declared,  by  the 
6th  clause  of  the  0th  section,  that  no  money  shall 
be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  but  in  con;$equettce 
of  appropriations  made  by  law ;  if  by  a  treaty, 
therefore,  it  is  covenanted  that  money  shall  be 
paid.  Congress  alone  is  competent  to  appropriate 
it,  as  was  done  in  regard  to  Jay's  Treaty,  and  that 
of  Louisiana.    As  to  the  power  of  declaring  war, 
it  is'surel^  placed  in  the  Congress.   This  arrange^ 
ment,  whicii  transfers  this  great  attribute  of  sov« 
eireignty  from  the  Executive  department  of  the 
Qovernment,  where  with  all  other  nations  it  is 
lodged,  to  the  Legislature,  is  one  of  the  most 
striking  features  of  our  happy  form  of  Govern- 
ment.   I  will  not  consent  to  discuss  this  question 
on  the  contracted  scale  of  a  special  pleader.    In 
forming  my  opinion,  I  shall  consult  tne  spirit  of 
the  Constitution ;  it  is  republican ;  its  foundations 
rest  on  the  unalienable  rights  of  man;  its  acts 
flow  directlv  from  the  will  of  the  people.    Where 
can  the  power  over  the  swozd  and  the  purse  reside 
with  so  much  safety  as  in  the  National  Legisla- 
ture?   There  it  has  been  placed;  had  it  beeh 
otherwise,  your  €k)vemment  would  have  been 
anything  but  republican.    I  pass  from  this  view 
to  that  taken  by  the  other  side,  which  admits  that 
the  President  and  Senate  have  a  right  to  abro- 
gate the  declaration  of  war  without  the  aid  of 


Congress,  because  to  Congress  is  not  given  the 
power  to  make  peace.  It  is  to  me  most  wonder- 
ful  that  gentlemen,  instead  of  relying  on  the  just 
theory  of  the  Constitution,  as  ascertained  through 
an  enlarged  view  of  the  spirit  and  general  organ- 
ization of  that  instrument,  should  be  content  to 
rest  their  opinion  on  so  fallacious  a  construction ; 
for,  were  it  true.  Congress  could  never  repeal  a 
tax  or  disband  an  army,  however  unnecessary 
thev  might  be  esteemed,  because  no  express  power 
to  do  so  had  been  given  them.  The  true  principle 
is,  that  Congress  alone  can  declare  war.  The 
President  and  Senate,  in  their  treaty-making 
capacity^  can  terminate  it ;  and  when  peace  is 
established  by  treaty,  an  anxiliary  law  of  the 
Legislature,  tieing  unneeessary,  is  never  passed. 

The  friends  of  the  bill  seek  to  avail  themselves 
of  precedents  furnished  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, where  it  is  contended  treaties  are  always 
laid  before  Parliament  to  receive  their  sanction 
before  they  become  obligatory.    I  protest  against 
them.    The  difference  Imtween  thetreaty-makine 
power  there  and  here,  is  as  great  as  that  which 
separates  wisdom  from  folly,  or  purity  from  cor- 
ruption.  There  the  sole  power  or  making  treaties 
is  lodged  in  an  hereditary  and  irresponsible  Chief 
Magistrate,  who  may  have  been  placed  by  acci- 
dent or  crime  on  the  throne,  and  who  may  be  the 
most  nnfit  man  in  the  kingdom  for  any  office. 
His  weakness  snbjecu  him  to  the  control  of  secret 
advisers,  who,  playing  the  part  of  chief  jugglers 
behind  the  scene,  exhibit  him  as  the  mere  punch 
of  the  ])uppet-show.   In  a  nation  having  the  least 
pretension  to  freedom,  the  official  acts  of  such  an 
officer  should  be  subject  to  control;  unfortunately 
none  substantially  exists.    I  say  substantially,  for 
although  in  point  of  fact  treaties  may  be  carried 
down  to  Parliament,  it  is  but  matter  of  form,  for 
I  we  all  know  that  body  has  long  since  become  an 
appendage  of  the  Ministry ;  that  they  are  as  cbe* 
dient  to  his  nod  as  the  needle  to  the  pole.    The 
British  Government,  in  its  best  form,  was  but  a 
wretched  piece  of  patch- work-^tbe  result  of  fraud, 
of  accident,  or  of  force.    Whatever  liberty  it 
might  once  have  possessed  is,  I  fear,  forever  gone. 
The  anodyne  drug  of  comrption  has  been  admin- 
istered to  the  high  and  the  low,  till  all  orders 
have  become  contaminated,  and  the  nation  is 
ripening  for  that  inevitable  doom  which  alike 
awaits  nations  and  individuals.    What  resem- 
blance exists  between  that  Government  and  ours 
in  regard  to  the  organization  of  the  power  under 
consideration  1    l&te  a  Chief  Magistrate,  called 
to  office  by  the  unbiassed  suffrages  of  millions  of 
freemen,  responsible  for  his  acts,  and  shortly  to 
return  to  the  mass  of  his  fellow-citizens,  aided  bj 
the  direct  representatives  of  the  States  in  their 
sovereign  capacity,  two-thirds  of  whom  mtist  con- 
cur to  give  a  validity  to  a  treaty.    The  security 
against  the  abuse  of  power  here,  is  as  great  as 
human  ingenuity  can  devise ;  there  as  feeble.    I 
therefore  renew  my  protest  against  precedents 
dravm  from  such  a  source. 

I  find,  sir,  I  have  already  exceeded  the  limits  I 
had  prescribed  to  myself,  and  I  fear  taxed  your 
patience  to  an  unreasonable  degree.    Tet,  there 
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are  many  things  still  on  mj  mind,  to  which  I 
wish  to  give  utterance,  bat  I  will  come  to  a  close. 
Yoo  will  perceive,  I  have  discussed  the  Consti- 
tution as  it  is,  not  as  it  should  be ;  that  is  a  ques' 
tion  coram  nonJiuLice.  Yet  I  will  say,  that  for 
myself,  I  should  feel  no  kind  of  solicitude  as  to 
the  result,  were  the  other  House  permitted  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  treats-making"  power.  I  entirely 
confide  in  their  patriotism  and  wisdom.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  any  treaty^  which  should  receive 
the  sanction  of  the  President  and  two  thirds  of 
the  Senate,  would  also  meet  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives.  Indeed, 
sir,  when  the  question  was  first  stirred,  I  wished 
to  be  persuaded,  that  the  other  branch  had  a  Con- 
stitutional claim  to  the  power  they  were  exer- 
cising. All  my  feelings  were  in  that  direction, 
for  they  are  with  me  a  favorite  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. Whenever  my  attention  here  can  be  dis- 
pensed with,  I  hasten  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives; I  hear  with  rapture  their  eloquence,  I 
devour  with  a  greedy  ear  the  oracles  of  their  wis- 
dom, and  I  hope  am  edified  by  the  lessons  of 
their  experience.  With  those  sentiments  and 
feelings  I  listened  to  the  discussion  on  this  sub- 
ject, with  a  wish  to  be  convinced,  but  I  listened 
in  vain.  My  judgment,  after  listening  attentively 
to  a  very  long  debate,  pronounced  against  their 
pretensions,  and  hence  I  am  constrained  to  give 
the  vote  which  I  shall  pronounce ;  nor  shall  I 
fear  any  of  the  consequences  which  have  been 
foretold  as  likely  to  arise  from  this  determina- 
tion, one  of  which  is.  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives will  dwindle  into  the  contemptible  con- 
dition of  merely  registering  our  edicts.  The 
power  they  possess,  I  should  imagine,  is  eaough 
to  satisfy  the  utmost  reach  of  an  honorable  am- 
bition. But,  be  that  as  it  may,  the  people  of 
whom  we  are  both  the  servants,  have  prescribed 
limits  to  our  respective  authority.  To  .each,  it 
looks  for  the  preservation  of  that  portion  confided 
to  its  guardianship.  To  the  Senate,  I  speak  in  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  has  been  confided  the 
solemn  trust,  not  only  of  f^ardiog  the'  righta  of 
the  States,  but  also,  to  resist  on  the  one  band  the 
silent  currenc  of  Executive  influence,  and  on  the 
4>thet,  to  tell  the  proud  man  of  popular  pretension, 
thus  far  you  may  advance  and  no  farther.  It 
is  an  awful  trust,  and  wo  to  him  who  betr&ys  it. 
For  one,  I  will  place  myself  pn  the  utmost  verge 
of  our  authority,  and  maintain  it  unimpaired,  or, 
if  it  be  the  will  of  Providence  otherwise  to  direct, 
to  meet  my  fate^  whatever  it  may  be,  with  forti- 
tude. I  hope,  sir,  in  the  decision  which  I  ain 
about  to  pronounce,  I  have  been  entirely  exempt 
from  the  spirit  of  the  corps.  Power,  for  its  own 
sake,  has  no  charm  for  me.  The  part  I  have 
taken  will  by  all  be  placed  to  no  other  motive 
than  a  sense  of  duty.  The  unostentatious  dis- 
charge of  one's  duty,  is  like  alms  given  in  secret ; 
the  reward  of  both  is  found  in  an  approving  con- 
science. One  other  remark,  and  I  am  done ;  it  is 
to  repel  the  insinuation,  that  with  the  construc- 
tion of  the  treaty-making  pow^t,  as 'I  contend  for 
it,  corruption  may  find  its  way  to  the  President 
and  Senate,  who  may  barter  away  the  liberties 


of  the  country.  If  so  disastrous  a  time  should 
ever  arrive^  as  that  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  two  thirds  of  this  body  should 
have  become  so  base  as  barter  their  inestimable 
birthright  and  that  of  the  nation  for  a  mess  of 
pottaffe,  is  it  to  be  believed  that  the  other  branch 
will  have  escaped  the  general  contagion  ?  If 
fortunately  they  have,  such  an  act  of  tne  treatv- 
making  power  would  be  as  futile  as  it  would  be 
wicked;  but,  if,  which  is  more  probable,  the  ex- 
treme case  supposed  should  occur,  corruption  will 
not  be  confined  to  this  branch,  it  wilt  have  em- 
braced the  nation.  When  that  shall  be  the  case, 
the  phraseology  of  the  Constitution,  or  the  ar- 
rangement of  iu  powers,  will  not  weigh  of  the 
dust  of  the  balance ;  it  will  be  torn  by  the  rude 
hand  of  violence  and  its  fragments  given  to  the 
wind.  These  to  me  are  idle  fears,  and  reasoning,  if 
indeed  it  can  be  so  called,  on  them,  must  be  falla- 
ons.  To  reason  against  the  exercise  of  power,  upon 
the  possibility  of  its  abuse,  is  to  oppose  at  once  all 
delegated  authority,  and  to  subvert  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  rests  on  a  certain  portion  of  morality 
and  patriotism.  This  security,  with  the  restrictions 
imposed  by  the  Constitution,  the  deep  interest  we 
all  have  in  common  with  our  fellow-citizens,  our 
accountability  to  our  constituents,  but  above  all , 
the  energy  of  freedom,  a  devotion  to  which  is  in- 
terwoven with  every  ligament  of  an  American 
bosom,  are  sufficient  guarantees,  that  in  this  country 
power  will  not  be  aonsed,  or,  if  it  be,  its  duration 
will  be  short.  I  say,  sir,  it  is  an  idle  fear,  that 
has  no  other  foundation  than  the  anticipated  cor- 
ruption of  the  Senate  and  President.  The  mode 
of  their  election  is  ample  security  against  the 
possibility  of  such  a  consequence,  and  I  thank  my 
God,  that  my  mind  is  not  able  to  conceive  what 
shape  the  temptation  would  assume  that  could 
^seduce  us  from  our  doty,  and  still  less  as  it  re- 
gards the  President.  He  ^occupies  the  highest 
pinnacle  of  human  elevation^which  mankind 
can  bestow  or  man  receive.  What  value  could 
he  attach  to  a  diadem  or  a  purple  reeking  in  the 
gore  of  his  country,  when  weighed  against  the 
spontaneous  preference  of  millions  of  freemen? 
And  how  terrible  would  be  the  change  of  his  con- 
dition? He  now  presses  his  pillow  in  peace, 
hushed  to  repose  by  the  soft  whispers  of  an  ap- 
proving conscience;  then,  should  he  even  suc- 
ceed in  his  wicked  attempts,  he  would  be  doomed 
to  watch  his  ill-gotten  power  '*  with  the  sleep- 
less eye  of  disquieting  ambition,"  and  be  devoted 
to  the  curses  of  mankind,  as  the  destroyer  of  the 
liberty  of  his  country. 

I  have  very  imperfectly,  I  am  sure,  stated  my 
opinions  and  the  reasons  producing  them ;  and  I 
have  also  endeavored  to  repel  the  objections 
which  have  been  urged  on  the  opposite  side.  A 
short  recapitulation  will  close  the  discussion  on 
mj  part.  I  have  endeavored  to  show,  that  the 
assignment  of  power  to  the  General  Government, 
in  opposition  to  that  retained  by  the  States,  was 
the  important  object  with  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution. That  Congress  was  made  merely  the 
depository  in  the  first  instance,  of  such  powers, 
which  were  afterwards  to  be  distributed  by  sub- 
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seqaent  proTisrons  in  the  CoostUatioD  among  the 
different  branches.  I  furnished  examplea  in  sup- 
port of  this  theory,  to  which  I  may  here  add  the 
clause  giving  to  Congress  the  power  of  a  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization,  which  has  been  acted  upon 
by  the  treaty-making  power,  as  in  the  cases  fur- 
nished as  well  by  Jay's  as  the  Louisiana  Treaty ; 
that  as  it  regards  the  power  in  question,  namely, 
that  relative  to  commerce,  it  is  fairly  within  the 
range  of  the  treaty-making  power.  That  when 
this  branch  of  Gkivernment  accs,  it  is  to  a  partic- 
ular extent  independent  of  the  Legislature ;  and 
when  a  treaty  is  self-ezecucory.  as  in  the  case 
under  consideration,  that  no  legislative  aid  is 
necessary,  and  that  therefore,  to  say  the  leatt  of 
it,  this  bill  is  a  supererogation ;  I  have  also  en- 
deavored to  &x  with  precision  where  legislative 
aid  ia  necessary ;  I  have  surrendered  without  dif- 
ficulty the  real  emblems  of  sovereignty,  the  con- 
trol of  the  sword  and  the  purse,  to  the  safeguard 
of  the  national  "will ;  I  have  endeavored  to  relieve 
our  construction  from  the  difficulties  urged  against 
it^  and  have  endeavored  to  show  that  it  gives 
vigor  and  effect  to  every  part  of  the  Constitution, 
and  obviates  all  collision ;  and  I  have  finally  en- 
deavored to  dispel  the  fears  which  have  been  per- 
mitted to  arise  from  the  abuse  of  the  power  con- 
fided to  the  President  and  the  Senate,  by  show- 
ing that  their  fidelity  is  guarantied  by  every 
security  which  human  nature  can  furnish.  I 
will  coocltide  by  returning  my  unfeiffoed  thanks 
for  the  marked  attentiou  with  which  1  have  been 
favored. 

Whi?n  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Frombmtim  rose  and  spoke  as  follows : 
Mr.  President,  I  regret  that  I  cannot  subscribe 
to  the  doc  tripe  laid  down  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman fronr  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Daooett,)  and 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, (Mr.  Mason.)  It  is  true,  that  the  bill  which 
was  sent  by  the  Senate  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  the  subject  of  the  Treaty,  was  re- 
ceived by  the  House  whilst  they  were  engaged 
in  the  discussion  of  a  bill  on  the  same  subject, 
and  before  that  bill  had  been  finally  agreed  to  by 
them ;  but,  sir,  it  is  equally  true,  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  originated  the  bill  which  they 
have  since  sent  to  the  Senate,  before  a  bill  on  the 
same  subject  had  been  thought  of  in  this  House. 
Can  it  be  contended,  that  either  House  shall  have 
the  right  to  put  an  end  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
other,  by  legislating  on  the  same  subjects  on  which 
they  are  apprized  the  other  House  is  actually  en- 
gaged, and  by  passing  a  bill  in  a  hurry,  on  a  mo- 
tion to  dispense  with  the  ordinary  rules  prescribed 
for  our  deliberations;  thus  actually  to  prevent  the 
legislative  deliberations  of  another  independent 
body  1  Str^  I  am  tenacious  of  the  rights  apper- 
taining to  this  body,  not  from  the  motives  which 
have  been  on  more  occasions  than  one  iiliberallv 
attributed  to  the  Senate,  not  from  the  esprit  ae 
eorpBf  but  because  of  those  rights  being  delegated 
to  us  by  the  Constitution,  I  deem  it  a  sacred  duty 
to  preserve  them  inviolate,  And  to  transmit  them 
unimpaired  to  our  successors.  The  very  same 
sir,  makes  me  not  less  tenacious  of  the 


reason  < 


rights  of  the  other  House;  and  it  matters  not  to 
me  whence  the  assault  proceeds  which  is  directed 
against  the  Constitution ;  as  Ion?  as  I  have  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  this  body,  I  will,  to  the  utmost 
of  my  power,  resist  every  attack  against  Consti- 
tutional rights,  whether  the  attack  be  directed 
against  this  body,  or  whether  it  originates  in  this 
body  against  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  Constitu- 
tional rights  of  the  other  brancbes^^f  the  Govern- 
ment, f  cannot,  sir,  sapction  this  unwarrantable 
usurpation  of  the  legislative  ground.  I  said  that 
I  regretted  that  I  could  not,  consistently  with  my 
respect  for  the  rights  of  the  other  House,  agree 
to  the  course  proposed  to  be  pursued  by  the  two 
honorable  gentlemen  who  preceded  me,  and  I  do 
most  sincerely  regret  it.  Could  we  pursue  that 
course,  and  could  we  anticipate  that  the  House 
of  Representatives,  operated  upon  by  similar  mo- 
tives, should  treat  the  bill  we  have  sent  them  as 
it  is  proposed  to  treat  their  bill,  I  should  rejoice 
that  both  bills  should  remain  inoperative;  for,  sir, 
I  do  not  like  the  bill  passed  by  the  Senate  much 
better  than  the  bill  passed  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. Both  bills,  in  one  respect,  are,  in 
my  opinion,  radically  defective.   Both  bills  enact 

frovisions  evidently  useless ;  and  I  hold  it,  Mr. 
'resident,  that  whatever  is  useless  in  legislation, 
without  referring  in  this  particular  instance  to 
the  risk  of  establishing  a  precedent,  is  never  un- 
accompanied with  danger.  I  would  rejoice,  sir, 
if  I  could  devise  any  possible  way  of  avoiding  a 
discussion  upon  the  subject  of  the  bill  on  your 
table.  But  I  know  of  no  way  of  avoiding  it ; 
and  at  the  same  time  that  both  the  importance  of 
the  subject,  and  our  respect  for  the  other  House, 
preclude  the  idea  of  either  passing  or  rejecting 
this  bill,  eub  eilenHOj  it  is  a  matter  of  congratula- 
tion that  the  principles  upon  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  pronounce  are  so  simple  and  evident,  and 
the  practice  which  has  till  now  prevailed  under 
them  so  folly  established,  that  but  little  need  to 
be  said  to  satisfy  the  Senate  that  the  bill  on  your 
table  ought  to  be  rejected. 
Mr.  President,  so  ipuch  has  been  said  already 
1  this  subject,  both  in  the  other  House  and  out 


on 


of  doors,  that  ^very  member  of  the  Senate  may 
be  said  to  be  in  possession  of  almost  all  the  ar- 
guments for  and  against  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
on  your  table.  In  the  few  ooservations  which  I 
propose  making,  I  will  sedulously  avoid  repeating 
any  of  the  arguments  which  I  have  heard  urged 
upon  the  subject.  The  sixth  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution is  as  follows :  **  This  Constitution,  and 

*  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  shall  be 

*  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made, 

*  or  which  shall  be  made  under  the  authority  of 

*  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of 
<  the  land." 

A  treaty  then  is  a  law ;  it  is  not  to  become  a 
law  when  an  act  shall  have  been  passed  by  Con- 
gress to  make  it  so,  otherwise  the  word  treaties 
would  have  been  useless  in  the  article  quoted — 
treaties  then  being  necessarily  included  under  the 
general  term,  laws  of  the  United  States;  it  is  so, 
ipio  facto.  From  the  moment  it  has  been  ratified 
by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
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eonsent  of  the  Senate,  the  Constitution  declares 
that  it  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.    Can  a 
law — cah  what  the  Constitution  declares  to  be  a 
law — need  any  further  assistance  to  become  so? 
Can  it  need  the  ennction  of  another  law  to  make 
it  so"?    Where  will  this  process  end?    A  treaty 
and  an  act  of  Congress  are.  by  the  Constitution, 
put  upon  the  same  footing ;  both  are  declared  to 
De  laws  i  ther^  cannot  be  two  definitions  of  a  law. 
If  the  law,  as  it  results  from  a  treaty,  wants  the 
super-enactment  of  an  act  of  Congress,  I  can  de- 
vise no  reason  why  an  act  of  Congress  should  not 
require  another  act  of  Congress,  too,  before  the 
first  act  can  be  considered  as  a  law.  I  see  no  end 
to  this  enactment  and  re-enactment.    It  has  been 
coDtended  that,  admitting  the  treaty  to  be  a  law, 
still  it  cannot,  unless  the  provisions  of  the  treaty 
be  re-enacted  by  Congress,  repeal  a  former  law. 
which  is  in  contradiction '  to  the  new  law,  as  it 
results  from  the  treaty.  If  this  doctrine  was  true, 
Mr.  President,  how  is  ic  that  Congress  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  re-enact  the  articles  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  lately  concluded  with  Great 
Britain  ?  Did  not  the  Treaty  of  Peace  repeal  the 
act  of  Congress  by  which  war  had  been  declared 
against  Great  Britain  ?    Or,  will  gentlemen  con- 
tend that  this  act  is  not  yet  repealed — that  it  is 
still  in  force?    Are  we,  then,  1  ask,  still  at  war 
with  Great  Britain?    And  if  we  are  not — if  we 
are  at  peace  with  Great  Britain — is  not  the  act 
declaring  war  against  Great  Britain  actually  re- 
pealed ;  and  if  it  be  repealed,  is  it  not  repealed  by 
the  Treaty  of  Peace ;  aod  if  it  be  repealed  by  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  can  it  be  questioned  that  a 
treaty,  constittttiooally  ratified,  does  actually  re- 
peal every  law  anterior  to  that  treaty,  which  is 
in  opposition  to  the  provisions  of  that  treaty? 
Sir,  it  is  a  settled  principle— a  principle  which, 
as  far  as  I  am  informed,  has  never  been  contra- 
dicted—that the  last  law  repeals  the  former  law 
80  far  as  the  provisions  of  the  former  law  are  ir- 
reconcilable with  the  provisions  of  the  latter;  and 
if  the  practice  had  not  obtained  of  inserting  a  re- 
pealing clause  in  such  of  our  acts  as  are  in  con- 
tradiction with  former  acts  on  the  same  subject, 
those  former  acts,  thus  in  contradiction,  should, 
nevertheless,  be  repealed.    The  repealing  clause 
in  our  acts  is,  it  is  true,  the  declaration  of  the  re- 
peal; but  the  repeal  is  actually  produced  by  the 
enactment  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  at  war 
with  the  preceding  law.    The  preceding  law  is 
actually  repealed    by  the  law  imposing  obliga- 
tions, or  prescribing  duties  incompatible  with  the 
obligations  imposed,  or  the  duties  prescribed  by  a 
former  law.    For  instance,  take  the  act  of  Con- 

fress  admitting  the  State  of  Louisiana  into  the 
Fnion ;  that  act  does  not  contain  any  clause  to 
fepeal  the  acts  formerly  passed  by  Congress  for 
the  government  of  the  portion  of  territory  now 
known  by  the  name  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 
Will  it  be  contended  that  these  acts  are  not  re- 
pealed, quifb  as  much  repealed,  as  if  a  repealing 
clause  had  been  inserted  in  the  act  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Louisiana ;  and  if  those  acts  be  repealed, 
is  it  not  because  their  provisions  are  irreconcila- 
ble with  the  provisions  of  the  late  act;  and  does 


not  that  example,  among  many  others  which  I 
might  have  selected,  establish  fully  the  princi- 

Sle  which  I  contend  for,  that,  without  the  super- 
nous  provisions  of  a  repealing  clause,  such  pro- 
visions of  any  taw,  incompatible  witn  the  pro- 
visions of  a  later  law,  are  necessarily  and  ipeo 
facto  repealed  by  the  provisions  of  the  later  law ; 
and  if  this  be  undeniable  with  respect  to  ooe  de- 
scription of  laws,  is  it  not  so  with  respect  to  laws 
of  eveiy  other  description?  If  it  be  true  with  re- 
spect to  the  acts  of  Congress,  is  it  not  true  with 
respect  to  laws  resulting  from  a  treaty  made  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States?  Sir,  this 
House  cannot  get  rid  of  the  dilemma ;  either  you 
cannot  repeal  former  laws  by  the  enactment  of 
later  laws  in  contradiction  of  the  fordier,  withoat 
a  repealing  clause — and  I  have  proved  that  you 
did  it— or  what  you  mav  do  by  the  enactment  of 
one  of  the  description  of  laws  known  to  our  Con- 
stitution, without  a  repealing  clause,  may  be  done 
by  another  description  of  laws  equally  known  to 
our  Constitution,  without  the  assistance  of  a  re- 
pealing clause. 

Mr.  Preaident,  c^n  it  be  apprehended  that  this 
clause  in  the  Constitution^  "  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,"  will  be  construed  to  in- 
clude, by  implication,  very  far-fetched  implica- 
tion indeed,  the  House  of  UepreseDtattves,  which 
truly  does/constiuite  a  no  inconsiderable  share  of 
the  authority  of  the  United  States?  but  can  no 
more,  on  that  account,  consider  iuelf  as  consti- 
tuting an  essential  indispensaUe  part  of  every 
power  necessary  for  all  the  acts  which  are  to  be 
done  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 
Sic,  these  words,  ^*the  authority  of  the  United 
States,"  are  very  broad;  they  cover  an  immense 

ground.  But  can  they  ever  be  supposed  to  mean, 
kat  every  authority  in  the  United  States  is  to 
be  consulted  before  any  act  can  have  validity 
which  is  to  be  done  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States?  Extensive,  no  doubt,  and  very 
properly  ao,  but  not  unlimited,  are  the  rights  of 
the  House  of  Representatives;  and,  like  every 
other  branch  of  the  Government,  in  this  our 
Government  of  cheeks,  thus  far,  to  wit :  as  far  as 
the  Constitution  has  vested  the  right  in  the  House 
of  Representatives.  Thus  far  has  she  a  right  to 
go,  but  no  farther;  and  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of 
the  Senate  to  resist,  on  the  part  of  the  Heuse,  as 
well  as  on  the  part  of  the  Executive,  any  at- 
tempt at  an  encroachment  of  rights  which,  by 
the  Constitution,  are  vested  in  the  Senate.  Sir, 
if  the  words,  **  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,"  did,  in  the  present  instance^  ne- 
cessarily include  the  House  of  Representatives, 
it  is  dimcult  to  conceive  why  the  Convention, 
instead  of  using  the  words,  ^'authority  of  the 
United  States,"  did  not  use  the  words,  ^Uuihor- 
ity  of  Congress."  The  clause  where  these  words 
are  to  be  found,  is  not  the  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution by  which  the  power  of  makiiig  or  ratifving 
•treaties  is  delegated,  but  an  annunciation  only  of 
what  in  future  the  people  of  the  United  States 
declare  they  will  consider  as  a  treaty  binding 
upon  them ;  it  will  be  a  treaty  made  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States;  that  is,  a  ueaty 
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made  by  that  authority  in  the  United  States  t(h  jog,  the  only  meaning  which  they  appear  to  me 


which  the  power  has  been  delegated  br  the  Con- 
stitution to  make  treaties,  which  shall  be  binding 
upon  the  people  of  the  United  States.  Give  me 
leave  to  add  here,  by  way  of  rendering  every 
obstacle  which  might  be  attempted  to  be  erected 
on  the  forced  construction  of  these  words,  that 
their  insertion  in  the  article  of  the  Constitution, 
where  they  are  to  be  found,  originated  in  the  ne- 
cessity of  discriminating  between  treaties  made 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and 
treaties  made  under  the  authority  of  some  indi- 
vidual State.  Every  body  who  is  conversant 
with  the  history  of  the  United  States  at  the  time 
the  Constitution  was  framed,  knows  that  several 
States  had  been  making  treaties;  some  treaties 
were  in  fact  peading  between  some  States,  and 
some  nations  of  Indians,  at  the  time  the  Consti- 
totion  was  adopted.  The  United  States,  by  adopt- 
ing the  clause,  ''under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,"  gave  public  notice  that  they  should  not 
consider  themselves  as  bound  by  any  treaty  made 
by  individual  States;  but  by  such  only  as  should 
be  made  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States ; 
that  is,  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
which,  according  to  the  Constitution,  are,  as  far 
as  respects  the  power  of  making  treaties,  binding 
on  this  nation— ^the  authority  of  the  United  States. 
Sir,  the  President  and  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  are  the  attorneys,  io  fact,  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  to  make,  in  their  name,  with 
a  foreign  nation,  every  contract  which  they  con- 
ceive to  be  demanded  for  the  interest  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.  Suppose  I  gave  you  a 
power  of  attorney  to  sell  for  me,  and  in  my  name, 
n  tract  of  land  on  certain  stipulated  conditions,  to 
be  fulfilled  by  the  purchaser.  On  the  fulfilment 
of  those  conditions,  you  have  agreed,  under  the 
authority  which  I  bad  vested  in  you  by  the  letter 
of  attorney,  that  I  should  convey  the  land.  The 
conditions  nave  been  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  the 

Eurcbaser,  and  he  applies  to  me  to  convey  the 
md  accordingly.  Could  I.  Mr.  President,  under 
these  circumstances,  be  aomitted  to  plead  that 
there  was  too  much  danger  in  the  exercise  of  the 

rower  by  me  delegated  to  an  individual  thus  to 
ind  me;  and  would  not  the  court  compel  me  to 
fulfil  all  the  engagements  entered  into  by  the 
attorney,  in  fact,  to  whom  I  should  have  dele- 
gated the  power  to  bind  me :  provided  he  had  not, 
in  that  respect,  elceeded  the  powers  expressed  in 
the  letter  of  attorney  ?  Sir,  if  the  President  and 
Senate  have  not,  in  the  making  of  a  treaty,  ex- 
oeeded  the  powers  given  to  them  by  the  Consti- 
tution, it  is  the  doty  of  Consress  not  to  re-enact 
ita  provisions,  to  give  it  a  validity  which  may  be 
^  supposed  to  tne  wanting ;  but  to  pass  such  laws  as 
may  be  necessary  to  give  it  effect,  which  laws 
are  to  be  built  upon,  and  made  conformable  to 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  because  that  instru- 
ment is  valid,  and  in  full  force  from  the  moipeat 
of  its  ratification,  according  to  the  Constitution. 
Having  thus  endeavored,  Mr.  President,  to  de- 
monstrate, from  the  olain,  unsophisticated  exposi- 
tion of  the  words  or  the  Coastitutioo,  the  mean- 


to  be  susceptible  of,  I  will  add  a  few  words  to 
show  that  the  practice,  till  now,  under  our  Con- 
stitution, comes  in  aid  of  the  construction  I  have 
contended  for.  I  have  already  mentioned  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  lately  concluded  with  Great 
Britain,  as  a  satisfactory  proof  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  did  not,  at  that  time,  deem  it 
necessary  that  the  provisions  of  a  treaty  should 
be  re-enacted  by  Congress  to  repeal  any  law  in 
existence  prior  to  the  conclusion  of  that  treaty. 
I  conld  refer,  in  support  of  the  same  doctrine,  to 
the  numberless  treaties  which  have  been  made 
with  the  Indians  since  the  organization  of  our 
Government.  But,  sir,  I  mean  to  be  very  short, 
and  I  come  at  once  to  a  treaty  which  not  only 
bore  upon  our  commercial  regulations,  butwhicn 
appropriated  an  immense  sum  of  money,  a  larger 
sum  of  money  than  was  ever  appropriated  by  any 
other  law ;  and^  sir,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  demon- 
strate that  a  claim  was  set  up  at  that  time,  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  exercise  of  the 
high  pretensions  which  thev  have  now,  for  the 
first  time,  manifested.  If  I  should  succeed  in 
establishing  this  fact,  I  think  I  shall  have  proved, 
satisfactorily,  both  that  the  letter  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  that  the  practice  of  the  Government 
under  it,  repel  the  idea  that  the  consent  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  is  necessary  to  ^ve 
validity  to  a  treaty,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing, 
to  repeal  any  law  which  should  be  irreconcilable 
with  that  treaty ;  for,  sir,  I  cannot  conceive  of  the 
existence  of  two  contradictory  laws  being  in 
force  at  the  same  time,  in  the  same  eoontry,  ou 
the  same  subject ;  and  it  must  follow,  of  coiiree, 
as  attempted  to  be  established  before,  that  the 
latter  reptMls  the  former  law. 

The  Crealy  I  allude  to,  sir,  is  the  treaty  con- 
cluded at  Paris  on  the  30th  of  April,  1803,  between 
the  United  States  and  France.  This  treaty  and 
the  several  conventions  signed  at  the  same  date, 
annexed  to  the  said  treatjr,  approved,  ratified,  and 
exchanged,  in  the  same  form,  at  the  same  time, 
and  jointly  with  the  said  treaty,  and  as  much  a 
part  'of  the  said  treaty  as  if  the  clauses  in  the 
two  conventions  had  been  inserted  in  the  said 
treaty, stipulated  certain  commerciri  regnlations, 
and  contained  provisions  for  the  payment  of  a 
sum  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  What  was  the 
conduct  of  Congress  at  that  time?  Did  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  those  days,  which 
have  been  very  often  mentioned  as  tne  golden 
ageof  pure,  unadulterated  republicaiMsm  in  this 
country-*-did  the  House  of  Representatives  con- 
tend, tnat  the  treaty  could  not  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect, until  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  had  been 
by  them  re-enacted  in  the  shape  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress ?  No,  sir,  such  doctrine  was  not  dreamt  of 
then.  The  House  of  Representatives  considered 
the  treaty  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  They 
did  not  ouestion  the  right,  nor  did  they  indulge 
ill  speculations  upon  the  possible  corruption  of  a 
future  President  and  Senate.  They  took  the 
treaty  to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  They 
4id,  with  respect  to  the  treaty,  what  the  first  Con- 
gress, which  assembled  under  our  present  form  of 


63 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


64 


Sbnate. 


Commerce  with  Great  Britain. 


January,  1816. 


Gtovernment  did,  with  respect  to  the  Constitutioo. 
They  did  not  re-enact  the  provisions  of  the  treaty, 
as  the  first  Congress  did  not  re-enact  the  articles 
of  the  Constitaiion.  But,  as,  in  compliance  with 
the  articles  of  the  Constitation,  the  first  Congress 
enacted  the  necessary  laws  to  carry  that  Coosti- 
tatiop  into  effect;  so  did  the  eighth  Congress,  in 
compliance  with  the  articled  of  the  Treaty  of 
Paris,  concluded  on  the  30ch  of  April,  1803,  pass 
the  necessary  laws  to  carry  that  treaty  into  effect 
Accordingly,  sir,  we  find  that  on  the  31st  of  Oc- 
tober, 1803,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
passed  an  act,  a  very  short  act,  sir,  only  two  sec- 
tions, to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  take  possession  of  I  he  territories  ceded  by  France 
to  the  United  States,  by  the  treaty  concladed  at 
Paris  on  the  30tb  of  April  last,  and  for  the  tem- 
porary government  thereof.  This  act,  as  I  before 
said,  is  very  short ;  give  me  leave  to  read  it.  [The 
act  was  read.J  As  you  see  sir,  this  act  does  not 
contain  any  such  provisions  as  are  contained  in 
the  act  on  your  table.  Not  one  of  the  articles  of 
the  treaty  is  mentioned  in  that  act.  No  section 
is  to  be  found  in  it  making  an  appropriation  for 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars ;  no  section  to  extend  the 
rights  of  American  citizens  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ceded  territories ;  no  section  to  alter  our  com- 
mercial relations,  with  respect  to  France  and 
Spain,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  privileges  to  be 
granted  to  the  vessels  of  those  two  countries,  in 
the  ports  of  the  ceded  territories*  No,  sir,  not 
one  Word  is  whispered  about  these  mighty  and 
most  important  points;  and  yet,  si r^  the  treaty 
which  contains  all  these  important  stipulations  is 
A  law.  The  House  of  Representatives,  who  either 
originated  or  gave  their  assent  to  the  act  which  I 
read — 1  know  not  which,  nor  can  I  no  w  ascertai  o — 
but  it  is  quite  immaterial — the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, I  say,  by  passing  that  act,  proclaimed 
to  the  world,  not  only  that  the  treaty,  without 
their  approbation,  was  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  but  that  they  themselves  considered  it  so. 
As  far  as  the  doctrine  of  precedents  may  go,  the 
House  of  Representatives  are  concluded  upon 
thispoint.  , 

Will  it  be  said,  sir,  that  laws  were  passed  after- 
wards by  Congress  for  the  creation  of  stock,  for 
the  payment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  on  the  Government  of  France^  and  for 
other  purposes,  some  of  which,  not  all,  sir,  are  the 
same,  as  some  of  the  purposes  intended  to  be  ef- 
fected by  the  treaty  ?  This  objection  may  post- 
pone the  decision  of  the  question,  by  necessitating 
a  further  answer.  It  cannot  alter  that  decision. 
Give  me  leave,  Mr.  President,  to  answer  this  ob- 
jection by  putting  a  question  myself  to  the  advo- 
cates of  the  claims  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives on  this  floor.  Can  an  instrument  of  writing 
be  a  treaty,  and  no  treaty,  at  the  same  time?  Can 
the  House  of  Representatives,  admitting  them  to 
have  the  right  to  refuse  to  pass  such  laws  as  may 
be  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  a  treaty,  duly  and 
constitutionally  aporoved  and  ratified  by  the  Pre- 
sident— by  and  witn  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate-H!an,  I  say,  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives pass  laws  to  give  effect  to  certain  stipula- 


tions of  a  treaty,  without,  at  the  same  time,  adr 
mitting  that  such  other  stipulations  of  the  same 
treaty,  without  which,  the  particular  article  for 
the  giving  effect  to  which,  they  have  passed  laws, 
should  not  have  been  agreed  to,  are  as  binding  as 
the  particular  article  to  which  they  have  given 
effect  by  a  law  ?  And  how,  sir,  can  those  othner 
stipulations  be  binding  unless  they  be  a  law  ?  In 
the  treaty  to  which  I  have  referred,  there  are  two 
prominent  stipulations,  to  wit:  a  cession  of  the 
province  of  Louisiana  by  France  to  the  United 
States,  and  a  promise,  by  the  United  States,  to 
pay  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  to  France.  By  the 
act  of  the  31st  of  October,  1803,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  is  authorized  to  take  possession 
of  Louisiana ;  but  the  United  States  are  not  bound 
by  the  same  act  to  pay  France  fifteen  millions  of 
dollars ;  yet  Congress  knew  very  well,  when  they 
passed- the  act  authorizing  the  President  to  take 
possession  of  Louisiana,  that  there  had  been  con- 
tracted for  on  the  part  of  the  United  States;  an 
obligation  to  pay  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  for 
that  purpose.  Possession  could  not  be  taken  with- 
out providing  for  the  payment ;  yet  not  a  word 
is  said  about  making  provision  for  the  payment, 
and  possession  is  ordered  to  be  taken.  Sir,  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  payment.  The  House 
then  considered  the  obligation  to  pay  the  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  the 
President  and  the  Senate  as  complete,  as  binding, 
as  beyond  thetr  control ;  they  knew,  they  con- 
fessed, that  the  treaty  was  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land ;  they  knew  that  they  could  not  add  to,  or 
detract  from  the  obligations  of  a  treaty  by  any 
act  of  theirs;  they  said  nothing,  sir.  It  is  true 
that  theif  passed  afterwards  the  necessary  laws 
to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  treaty; 
and,  among  others,  the  provisions  which  had  stip- 
ulated the  payment  and  mode  of  payment  of  the 
fifteen  milhoors  of  dollars.  But,  sir,  the  passing 
of  those  several  acts,  even  according  to  the  doc- 
trine of  the  most  strenuous  advocates  for  the 
claims  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  does  not 
alter  the  position  I  maintain.  The  passing  of 
those  acts  was  forced  upon  them.  After  carrying 
into  effect  one  article  of  the  treaty,  they  were 
bound  to  carry  every  other  article  into  effect. 
These  acts,sir,  posterior  to  the  31st  of  October,  1803, 
do  not  re-enact  the  articles  of  the  treaty.  They 
do  not  contract  the  obligation;  they  provide  for 
the  fulfilment  of  4he  obligations  contracted  by 
the  paramount  law.  They  are  handmaids  to 
the  law  resulting  from  the  treaty.  The  treaty 
then  was  law  before  the  enactment  of  those  acts; 
and  so,  sir,  is  the  treaty  lately  concluded,  without 
any  of  the  enactments  in  the  bill  on  your  table. 
During  the  time  which  elapsed,  after  passing  the 
act  of  the  31st  of  October,  1803,  until  the  time 
when  the  several  acts  were  passed,  which  pro- 
vided for  the  carrying  into  effect  other  articles  of 
the  treaty,  those  articles  were  certainly  the  law 
of  the  land  ;  and  if  they  were,  they  were  so,  not 
because  re-enacted  by  Congress,  since  it  is  con- 
fessed on  all  hands  that  they  had  not  then  been 
re-enacted — they  were  so  then  only  because  they 
were  inserted  in  the  treaty.    The  treaty  then  was 
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a  law,  wtthoDt  the  re-enaetment  of  the  articles  it 
contained  by  Coogressi. 

One  word  more,  Mr.  President, and  I  have  done. 
By  the  treaty  of  the  30tb  of  April,  1803,  the  righu 
and  privileges  of  American  citizens  were  extended 
to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  ceded  by 
that  treaty  to  the  United  States.    Not  only  has 
no  act  been  passed  by  Congress  re-enacting  the 
article  of  the  treaty  which  confers  those  rights  and 
pfivilegeson  the  people  of  the  ceded  territory ;  but, 
sir,  it  is  not  improper  to  remark,  that  the  treaty, 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  granting  of  those  rights 
and  privileges,  operates  as  a  rp pealing  elanse  of 
the  several  statutes  (Missed  by  Congress  prescrib- 
ing the  mode  by  which  foreigners  are  to  be  nata- 
ralized.    How,  1  ask,  how  could  this  have  taken 
place,  if  the  eighth  Congress  had  not  considered 
that  the  treaty  was  a  law,  and  not  onljr  that  it 
was  a  law,  but  that  it  was  a  law  repealing  ipso 
Jheto  all  the  acts  of  Congress  which  were  in  op- 
position to  the  treaty  ?    From  this  view  of  the 
subject,  I  cannot  hesitate  a  moment  ia  voting  for 
the  rejection  of  the  bill  on  your  table. 
When  Mr.  F.  had  taken  his  seat- 
Mr.  Roberts  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows  : 
Mr.  President :  Seeing  no  one  about  to  occupy 
the  floor,  1  rise,  though  ill  prepared,  to  offer  my 
opinion.    I  should  do  it  under  any  circumstances 
with  great  diffidence.     Having  been  under  an 
iiapresslon  there  was  no  disposition  to  enter  into 
a  discussion  of  this  bill,  I  had  too  much  neglected 
turning  my  thoughts   to   its   provisions,  until 
entlemen,  holding  different  opinions  from  those 
am  compelled  to  form,  had  invited  discussion, 
and   almost  made  it  unavoidable.    1  yesterday 
moved  an  adjoornmeDt,  with  a  view  to  a  better 
coosideratioa  of  the  subject;  and  have  since 
devoted  to  it  some  atteotioo.   I  have  found  it  one 
of  the  most  serious  character,  as  it  goes  to  fix  a 
high  and  important  coostruetioa  of  the  Consti- 
tutional law.    The  ultimate  effects  of  the  deci- 
sion ivhich  may  be  now  made,  if  it  results  in  a 
rejecci*  on  of  the  bill,  must  be  momentous,  how- 
ever ii^ht  its  immediate  ones  may  be  esteemed. 
Qenileroen  who  have  preceded  me  on  the  other 
side  of  the  question,  have  the  advaouge  of 
being  familiarized  with  this  sort  of  discossioa, 
from  their  professional  pursoits.    [Mr.  Baaeoua 
disclaimed  being  of  that  character.]    The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  sai^)  Mr.  R.,  disclaims  the 
professional  character.    I  beg  his  pardon;  the 
other  ffentlemen  I  apprehend  are  of  that  charae- 
tar.atleast. 

This  question,  Mr.  President,  presents  nothing 
beyond  the  comprehension  of  a  plain  mind,  and 
ordinary  application. 

Several  exceptions  have  been  taken  to  this  bill. 
It  has  been  objected  to  on  the  point  of  etiquette. 
It  is  said  it  is  materially  variant  from  the  one 
passed  on  the  same  subject  by  this  body,  after 
solemn  and  deliberate  consideration ;  and  that 
consisteocy  demands  of  us  its  rejection.  Lastly, 
it  is  objected,  that  it  is  uonecessary,  and  must, 
if  passed,  be  of  evil  consequences.  This  last  ob- 
jection, if  found  valid,  must  be  fatal.  I  proceed 
to  show  it  is  not. 
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The^ntleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  BABnona) 
has  laid  down  the  question  now  before  us. 
"Does a  treaty  repeal  a  law  that  has  had  the 
sanction  of  Congress,  without  its  consent?"  I 
should  rather  state  it — **  Does  a  treaty,  ratified 
by  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  and  President,  be- 
come a  law  without  Iegi»Uiive  sanction?^'  I 
contend  it  cannot  constitutionally.  lu  adducing 
proof  of  this,  1  shall  not  recur  to  precedents,  often 
inapplicable,  and  never  satisfactory  in  the  settle* 
ment  of  just  principles  of  legal  construction. 
The  Constitution  is  the  only  safe  authority  to 
which  an  appeal  can  be  made,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain what  powers  are  possessed  by  any  branch 
of  Quvemment.  In  referring  to  this  instrument| 
it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  it  is  a  specimen 
almost  without  parallel  of  concise  and  compre- 
hensive diction.  It  contains  few  redundant 
words,  and  forming  a  whole,  which  must  be  kept 
in  view,  to  a  just  construction  of  its  parts. 

The  first  section  of  the  first  article  declares, 
^'  all  legislative  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Con- 
*  gress  of  the  United  Slates,  which  shall  consist 
^  of  a  Senate  and  House  o£  Representatives." 
This  short  clause,  Mr.  President,  will  be  found 
to  have  a  predominstiog  influence  through  the 
whole  instrument.  The  languap^e  is  so  strong, 
and  so  comprehensive,  that  nothing  can  impair 
its  force  but  a  modification  of  its  meaning,  ex- 
press and  palpable.  No  construction  by  implica- 
tioOj  however  stroog,  can  be  adequate.  AH  power 
of  making  laws  shall  be  vested  in  a  Congress: 
it  must  be  worse  than  absurdity  to  say,  then,  that 
a  treaty  can  become  a  law  of  the  land,  without 
its  approbation.  The  following  sections  provide 
for  organizing  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  defining  the  powers  of  each :  In 
the  eighth  section^  we  find  what  Congress  have 
power  to  do.  This  section  closes  with  a  clause 
of  especial  importance  in  our  present  inquiry.. 
We  find  here  that,  ^*  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
'  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
'  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  aoo  all 
'  other  powers,  vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the 
^  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any 
'  department  thereof."  In  coming  at  a  correct 
construction  of  a  law,  much  depends  on  a  correct 
interpretation  of  words.  Those  passages  show 
that  all  powers  to  make  laws,  for  carrying  into 
execution  every  power  vested  in  the  Qovern- 
ment,  or  any  department  thereof,  (most  ob- 
viously the  treaty-making  power  is  here  in<> 
eluded,)  is  by  the  Constitution  vested  in  Congresv* 
Here  is  an  especial  reference,  not  only  to  fore- 
going powers,  but  all  other  powers,  subsequent 
as  well  as  precedent.  A  legislative  power  is  a 
power  to  give  laws.  All  legislative  power  is 
given  to  Congress,  and  no  other  department  of 
the  Gkivernment  can  exercise  it.  If  a  treaty 
be  a  law,  to  any  affirmative  effect,  it  can  only  be- 
come so  when  it  has  been  baoctioned  by  the  Sen- 
ate and  House  of  Representatives.  Tiiat  the 
treaiy-makiog  power  is  not  a  law-making  power, 
1  consider  as  already  estabiisbed,  by  the  most  cer- 
tain construction  of  the  Coastiiuiion.  But,  by 
pursuing,  the  examination  of  its  other  provisions! 
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we  shall  fiod  Id  them  confirmation  strolig  to  de- 
monstration. The  ninth  section  contains  excep- 
tions oat  of,  and  limitations  on  the  legislative 
Jower,  and  every  other  power  in  the  Government, 
t  does  not  only  say  they  shall  not  legislate  on  the 
subjects  enumerated,  but  no  power  in  the  Gov- 
ernment shall  infringe  upon  them.  The  dele- 
cted authorities  are  severally  and  collectively 
inhibited  from  any  interference  with  them.  One 
of  the  exceptions  is,  ^  that  no  tax  or  duty  shall 
be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  State." 
Another  is.  '*  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasury,  but  in  consequence  of  appropriations 
made  by  law."  It  will  be  admitted  by  all,  that 
the  meaninff  of  the  word  law,  as  used  here,  is  a 
rule  prescribed  bv  Congress.  A  treaty^  then,  the 
provisions  of  which  require  appropriations  to 
carry  them  into  effect,  cannot  become  an  opera- 
tire  law,  though  ratified  by  two-thirds  of  the 
Senate  and  President,  till  Congress  have  by  law 
appropriated  money  to  carry  it  into  execution. 
The  ratification  of  a  treaty,  then,  is  obviously  a 
very  different  authority  from  that  of  passing  laws 
to  execute  it.  But,  it  has  been  said,  a  treaty  when 
ratified  becomes  a  law,  imposing  on  Congress 
the  duty  to  make  appropriations,  without  option. 
This  conclusion  must  be  incorrect — first,  because 
it  ffoes  to  make  the  President  and  Senate  the 
Iwslative  authority,  and  the  Senate  and  House 
or  Representatives,  the  Executive  authority—- 
•ecood,  because  legislation  must  of  necessity  be 
an  act  of  free  will,  from  motives  of  expediency — 
and  third,  if  the  Legislature  refuse  to  appropriate, 
there  can  be  no  coercive  remedy.  IT  a  treaty, 
when  ratified,  becomes  a  law,  it  must  be  a  law  ade- 
guate  to  appropriating  money,subject  to  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury,  without  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress. The  argument  leads  to  this  conclusion, 
or  it  means  nothing.  It  would  not  have  been 
more  obviously  improper,  to  have  stipulated  with 
Britain,  in  the  convention  this  bill  is  intended  to 
carry  into  execution,  for  the  levy  of  a  duty  on 
articles  exported  into  the  United  States,  equal  to 
the  existing  dut^^  on  British  exports.  This  seems 
to  be  the  unavoidable,  embarrassing  construction 
that  arises  from  attempting  to  build  up  a  sover- 
eign and  little  limited  power,  on  an  insulated 
phrase  of  the  Constitution,  without  reference  to 
the  context. 

"Congress,"  Mr.  President,  "have  power  to 
'  raise  and  sup^Hirt  armies,  but  no  appropriation 
*  of  money  to  that  use  shall  be  for  a  longer  term 
<  than  two  years."  Now,  if  the  treaty-making 
power  can  make  a  law,  as  is  contended  by  the 
objectors  to  this  bill,  that  imposes  on  Con- 
gress the  duty  of  appropriating  monev,  on  the 
same  principle  they  can  certainly  make  a  law, 
by  treaty,  to  raise  and  support  armies.  Having 
reference  to  the  usages  ot  nations,  nothing  is 
more  common  in  treaties  of  alliance  than  stipula- 
tions for  keeping  up  a  standing  military  force. 
The  Constitution  has,  however,  in  this  Govern- 
ment, intrusted  the  power  of  raising  armies,  to 
Congress  alone.  Nay— the  House  of  Representa- 
tives are  made  the  especial  guardians  against 
the  misuse  of  this  high  trust.    The  appropria^ 


tions  are  limited  to  two  years.  A  new  House  < 
Representatives  must  assent  to  their  longer  coc 
tinuance.  What  becomes  of  this  important  checl 
if  the  treaty-making  power  is  magnified  into 
high  and  sovereign  legislative  authority?  Be 
some  gentlemen  have  confined  it  to  inter  nations 
concerns.  But  their  objection  to  this  bill  extend 
it  to  eottceins  that  are  national.  They  con  ten 
the  treaty  is  a  law,  without  the  consent  of  Coc 
gress ;  if  so,  it  goes  to  imf»ir  the  revenue,  by 
very  considerate  diminution  of  the  duties  oi 
imports  and  tonnage.  My  friend  from  Souti 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Tatlob,)  yesterday  justly  n 
marked,  that  we  had  heard  much  about  legisls 
tive  pledges  of  faith  to  the  public  creditors ;  an 
he  bad  been  taught  to  believe,  that  when  mad 
by  both  Houses  of  Congmss,  they  eould  not  b 
violated,  but  by  consent  of  both.  Reject  this  bill 
and  the  Senate  withdimw  the  pledge,  witbou 
the  consent  of  the  House,  and  have  no  power  t* 
originate  a  substitute.  If  then  the  doctrine,  tha 
the  treaty-making  power  is  a  paramount  powei 
exclusively  vested  in  the  President  and  Senati 
with  no  other  limit  than  their  discretion,  as  t' 
what  are  fit  objecu  for  it  to  act  upon,  and  tha 
their  ratification  binds  the  nation,  as  geotlemei 
have  contended,  all  the  limitations  on  the  legis 
laiive  power  in  the  Constitutiott  are  frivolous,  u 
say  no  more,  and  nugatory.  If  treaties,  whei 
ratified  merely,  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land 
the  amendatory  clause  in  the  Constitution  is  o 
little  value.  When  a  treaty  is  made  a  law,  h\ 
sanction  of  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
whatever  that  authority  may  be  found  to  be,  i 
becomes  a  pact,  binding  on  this  nation  as  a  con 
tmcting  party,  till  the  other  party  infimcts  thi 
covenant,  or  it  is  done  by  us  by  act  equivalent  t< 
that  ol  war.  These  may  be  of  lasting  effect,  ant 
thus  the  President  and  fiJenate  may  even  preelud* 
the  benefit  of  amendment.  Thus  too  must  b 
opened,  if  gentlemen^  construction  is  true,  i 
broad  and  extensive  field  for  gradual  and  dan 
gerous  encroachments  on  the  liberties  of  tht 
people. 

In  the  second  article,  Mr.  President,  we  find  i 
provided,  that  'Uhe  Executive  power  shall  b 
vested  in  a  President  of  the  United  States  o 
America;"  all  power  to  make  laws,  to  carry  iau 
effect  any  powers  vested  in  the  Government,  oi 
any  department  thereof,  is  vested  in  Congress 
Bxecutive  power  is  a  power  that  has  **  the  qoal 
ity  of  performing  active,  not  deliberative,  not  le 
gisiative."  No  two  powers  can  be  in  their  naiurt 
more  distinct ;  nay,  even  more  opposite,  in  tht 
Constitutional  aliotmeat  of  the  Bxecutive  duties 
this  distinctness  is  preserved  with  great  precision 
**  The  President  shall  beCommander-in-Chief  o 
the  Army  and  Navy,  and  of  the  militia  whet 
called  into  actual  service  f  but,  ^*  Congress  shal 
pass  laws  for  calling  out  the  militia,  governiDg,' 
&c.  The  duty  of  the  President  is  strictly  execu 
tive.  He  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  ad 
vice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  two-thirds  of  xh\ 
Senators  concurring,  to  make  treaties;  and  hi 
shall  nominate  and  by  and  with  the  advice  am 
consent  of  the  Senate  appoint  ambassadors ;  ani 
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shall  take  care  the  laws  be  faithfoHf  executed. 
I  cannot  find,  by  the  remotest  implication,  any 
authority,  either  in  the  general  grant,  or  in  the 
enumeration  of  fizecntire  powers  given  to  the 
President,  or  conjointly  to  him  and  the  Senate, 
aaything  like  Legisiatire  authority,  except,  in- 
deed, it  be  drawn  from  the  cabalistic  words 
make  treaties.  On  the  simple  rerb  to  make^  gen- 
tlenen  rest  their  construction  to  deprive  the 
House  of  Representatives,  the  most  confidential 
branch  of  the  Grovemment,  of  their  voice  in  ma« 
king  laws  of  the  land.  As  well  might  it  be  said 
the  appointment  of  an  ambassador  had  the  effect 
of  law,  aind  his  outfit  and  sabry  followed  as  mat- 
ter of  course.  Make,  we  understand,  is  equiva- 
lent to,  ^  to  form  of  materials."  As  soon,  then,  as 
tlut  elements  of  a  treaty  are  embodied,  the  stimu- 
lus of  ratification  is  to  give  life  and  activity  to 
the  instrument,  beyond  the  control  of  the  people's 
representatives,  though  ever  so  subversive  of  their 
lifphts.  But  gentlemen  attempt  to  extend  their 
ground  of  construction^  by  referring  to  the  sixth 
article,  which  reads,  **  this  Constitution,  and  the 

*  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  be  made 
'  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  which  shall 

*  be  made  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
'  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  the 
Mudges  in  every  State  shall  be  bound  thereby." 
The  words  '*  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,"  have  been  conveniently  passed  over,  or 
slightly  noticed.  They  are  not  surplusage — their 
meaning  is  importaut— a  treaty  not  made  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be 
the  law  of  the  land.  Here  it  is  plain  and  palpa- 
ble the  legisiatire  authority  is  Included,  else  why 
all  the  checks  and  limiutions  on  that  authority  1 

The  judicial  power  is  to  extend  to  *'  all  cases  in 
Jailr  and  equity  arising  under  the  Constitution, 
the  Jaws  of  the  United  States^and  treaties  which 
shall  be  made  under  their  authority."  Thus,  twice 
is  enumerated,  in  what  order  the  Constitution,  the 
laws,  and  treaties  made  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  shall  stand.  In  both  cases  it 
is  precisely  the  same,  treaties  are  in  the  third 
place.  To  make  thera  obligatory  on  the  State 
judges,  they  most  be  sanctioned  by  the  authority 
of  the  United  States.  The  House  oi  Represent- 
atives have  by  solemn  and  deliberate  act  emphat- 
ically declared,  in  their  opinion,  the  commercial 
convention  with  Great  Britain  will  not  have  been 
aoMide  a  law  of  the  land  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Represeatatives  in  their 
legislatrve  capacity.  This  at  leaM  proves  the 
competency  of  the  treatv-making  power  doubt- 
Ail — where  doubts  exist,  it  is  the  safer  way  to  re- 
move them,  when  it  can  be  done.  If  the  most 
nnmerousLand  not  the  less  eiUightened  branch  of 
the  Legislature  doubt,  may  not  the  State  jud^s 
doubt,  and  thus  a  case  arise  wh^e  one  authority 
conflicts  with  another  about  what  is  law  ?  The 
remedy  for  this  evil  is  easy,  is  safe ;  render  to 
the  legislative  authority  what  is  its  due. 

We  have  been  told,  Mr..  President,  the  treaty- 
maicing  power  is  the  highest  power  exercised  in 
aay  commcuiity ;  that  it  is  a  sovereign  power.    I 


apprehend  this  language  is  much  too  stroBj^,  ua- 
less  it  is  meant  to  say  it  has  no  limits  but  in  the 
discretion  of  those  who  exercise  it.  If,  as  we  are 
told,  this  power,  when  exercised  by  the  proper 
authority,  binds  the  nation,  and  that  proper  au- 
thority comes  from  the  words  nuike  treaiiee,  thea 
will  I  admit  it  is  a  sovereign  power  indeed.  Hap- 
pily, however,  I  find  by  the  Constitution  a  treaty 
law  has  no  peculiar  preference  to  a  statute  law. 
The  former  has  the  third  place,  and  the  same 
power  can  abrogate  either.  But  treaty-makiog 
IS  not  the  highest  act  of  power  in  this  comma- 
oity— levying  war  and  taxes,  and  regulating  jut- 
tice,  are  pio  wers  of  a  higher  character,  and  equalljr 
sovereign.  But,  gentTemen  have  admitted  this 
power  must  be  applied  to  a  fitsu'bject  to  bind  the 
nation.  The  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
says,  the  treaty  in  question  goes  to  regulate  com*' 
merce  with  foreign  nations,  and  Congress  caa 
only  do  this  by  law.  Here  then  is  not  a  fit  sob^ 
ject,  and  I  apprehend  few  will  be  found  that  de 
not  require  the  assent  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  make  a  law. 

The  treaty-making  power,  we  are  told,  cannot 
touch  the  sword  and  the  purse— these  are  guaran- 
tied to  the  national  will.  This  leaves  uttle  to 
contend  about.  The  treaty-making  power,  if  it 
even  be  a  sabstantive  power,  will  have  limited 
exercise  if  it  touches  not  the  sword  and  the  purser 
I  do  not  know  if  I  can  enumerate  the  catalogue 
of  treaty  topics.  There  are  treaties  of  peace,  of 
amity  and  commerce,  of  alliance,  ofiensive  and 
defensive,  of  limits,  of  cession,  and  of  subsidy. 
Which  of  these  can  be  touched  without  contact 
with  the  power  of  the  purse  and  the  sword  ?  I 
see  none  but  a  treaty  of  peace ;  it  wants  no  af- 
firmation. I  contend,  however,  that  no  treaty 
which  has  any  operative  or  active  character,  eaa 
have  the  effect  of  law  without  interfering  with 
the  authority  vested  in  Congress,  as  much  aa 
those  relating  to  the  purse  and  the  sword.  The 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Ma80ii) 
asks,  was  the  power  of  making  a  treaty  in  the 
President  and  Senate  when'  the  commercial  con- 
vention with  Britain  was  made?  and  adds,  they 
have  it,  or  it  is  nowhere  granted.  I  think  I  have 
proved  it  is  granted,  and  that  they  have  it  net. 
The  gentleman  thinks  the  treaty-making  power 
does  not  interfere  with  the  [wwer  of  Couffreas  te 
reguhite  commerce  with  forei^  nations.  If  treaty 
reguktions  made  by  the  President  and  Senate  be 
law,  they  not  only  repeal  statutes  and  supersede 
the  power  of  legislation  for  the  time  being,  but 
during  the  existence  of  the  treaty.  This  is  a  coa- 
straction.of  the  ie^slative  power  to  regulate 
commerce,  without  the  consent  of  the  most  im- 
portant branch  of  Congress.  In  this  case  it  will 
be  against  their  expressed  will.  The  legislative 
is  a  grand  power,  says  the  gentleman ;  th^treaty- 
making  authority  is  a  special  one«  How  is  aspe- 
cial  incidental  power,  let  me  ask,  by  any  sound 
rule  of  construction,  to  obliterate  a  grand  leading 
power,  such  as  that  of  legislation  ?  This  dispo- 
sition to  anrrandize  the  treaty-making  power  on 
►f  1 


the  ruins  orl^islative  authority,  results  in 
petual  absurdity.     Better  to  leave  the  treaty 
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maktog  power,  the  genileman  teHs  as,  where  the 
people  have  placed  it ;  it  is  there  1  wish  it  to 
remaiD,  and  the  legislative  power  also.  It  is 
sot  as  to  who  are  coostitationally  amhorized  to 
make  treaties  we  differ,  but  to  whom  it  is  given 
to  make  them  law  1  It  is  an  Bxecntive  power  in 
its  nature,  says  the  gentleman,  and  everjr  wise 
nation  has  placed  it  there.  So  far  as  negotiation 
is  concerned,  it  is  Executive  ;  so  far  as  ratifica- 
tion is  concerned,  it  is  Bzecotive ;  but  the  £z- 
ecutive  cannot  make  it  a  law  without  usurpation 
of  the  Legislative  authority.  When  the  Szecu- 
tive  proceeds  to  make  laws  be  becomes  a  legisla- 
tor, and  we  arrive  at  the  absurditv  of  despotism 
by  making  his  will  the  law  of  the  land.  The 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Mason) 
says  the  "  law  of  the  land''  is  a  common  law 
term ;  but  are  we  thence  to  go  to  common  law 
legislation  to  learn  how  the  Bzecotive  can  make 
treaties  the  law  of  the  land?  A  judicial  de- 
cision cannot  make  treaties  the  law  of  the  land, 
contrary  to  the  will  of  the  Legislature,  without 
usurpation. 

Gentlemen  recur  to  the  era  of  our  Government 
to  show  it  was  designed  to  strengthen  the  Fed- 
eral authority  ;  and  tell  us  power  is  parcelled  out 
to  the  different  departments.  This  affords  a  good 
rule  by  which  to  construe  the  Constitoiion.  It 
contains  provisions  for  a  due  and  distinct  exercise 
of  ail  necessary  powers  for  the  administration  of 
a  just  and  free  Government — on  the  one  hand, 
strong  enough  to  secure  social  security  and  hap- 
piness; and  on  the  other,  restrained  from  in- 
vading either  by  a  due  division  and  defioement 
of  authority.  A  desire  to  invest  one  authority 
with  increased  power  by  construction,  must  de- 
stroy the  symmetry  of  the  system,  if  not  the  sys- 
tem itself.  The  high  powers  of  legijJatioo  are 
checked  by  two  co-ordinate  branches,  and  an 
Bzecuiive  negative,  and  they  ought  never  to  be 
exercised  in  any  other  manner.  There  cannot, 
then,  be  two  laws  at  once ;  there  can  be  no  con- 
flict, no  doubt,  no  difficulty.  All  laws  will  then 
emanate  from  the  same  source,  as  the  sages  who 
framed  our  Government  intended.  The  House 
of  Representatives  have  invited  us  to  this  course 
by  their  bill. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbour) 
seems  disposed  to  resolve  the  question  intooneol 
great  and  small  States.  He  conceives  four  States 
might,  on  a  treaty  question  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, controi  fourteen.  He  recalled  the 
statement,  but  his  error,  in  point  of  numbers,  was 
small ;  one  vote,  added  to  those  of  the  four  largest 
States,  would  make  a  quorum  of  that  House.  But. 
in  point  of  fact,  I  think  he  is  in  error — no  evil 
can  arise  from  this  circumstance — no  treaty  can 
be  ratified  without  passing  as  much  within  the 
power  .of  the  small  States  as  the  large  ones,  nor 
go  before  the  House.  The  House  will  reject  no 
treaty  but  on  strong  grounds.  The  welfsre  of  the 
small  States  cannot  be  more  deeply  staked  in  a 
treaty  than  that  of  the  large  ones  in  the  event 
of  its  passage  or  rejection.  If  the  President  and 
Senate  can  make  treaties  laweojike  land  by  their 
ratification,  who  shall  conserve  the  rights  of  the 


large  States,  when  numbers  are  so  much  against 
them? 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barboub] 
has  eontended,  that  theCongress  have  power  to  es- 
tablish a  uniform  role  of  naturalization;  it  hai 
been  ceded,  by  Jay's  Treaty,  that  the  treaty-msk' 
ing  power  can,  under  its  legitimate  ezerciFC.  re- 
ciprocally  naturalize  the  natives  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  country  of  the  other  contract- 
ing party.  An  appeal  to  that  treaty  will  not  war 
rant  such  a  construction.  It  is  drawn  up  witfa 
the  strictest  care  not  to  encroach  on  the  power  ol 
Congress  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturali 
zation.  With  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate,  ] 
will  read  the  article :  '*  Such  settlers  and  traden 

*  as  shall  continue  to  reside  within  the  boundary 
'  lines,  shall  not  be  compelled  to  become  citizens 
'  of  the  United  States,  or  to  take  anv  oath  of  alle 
'  glance  to  the  €k)Vernment  thereof,  but  they  shai 
^  be  at  full  liberty  so  to  do  if  they  think  proper 

*  and  they  shall  make  and  declare  their  electioc 
'  in  one  year  after  the  evacuation  aforesaid.   Ao< 

*  ail  persons  who  shall  continue  there  after  th< 
'  ezpiration  of  the  said  year,  without  having  de 

*  clared  their  intention  of  remaining  subjects  o 
'  His  Britannic  Majesty,  shall  be  considered  ai 
'  having  elected  to  become  citizens  of  the  Unitec 
'  States."  It  is  unnecessary  to  remark,  that  al 
this  stipulation  provides  for,  is  the  option  to  be 
come,  or  not  to  become,  citizens.  It  merely  en 
gages  for  the  United  States,  that  no  law  shall  b< 

Sissed  to  prevent  such  as  do  not  elect  to  remain 
ritish  subjects,  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiances 
and  become  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Tht 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  (Mr*  From bhtin)  ha; 
referred  to  the  treaty  ceding  that  country  to  ihi 
United  States,  to  show  that  it  trenched  upon  thi 
powers  of  Congress,  in  respect  to  naturaiizstioi 
and  regulatint;  commerce.  The  article  of  tha 
treaty  which  provides  for  the  admission  of  tha 
territory  into  the  Union  as  States,  i%  expressl] 
worded  so  as  not  to  infract  the  Conbtitution.  Si 
much  did  the  President  believe  the  sanction  o 
Congress  necessary  to  carry  that  treaty  into  ex 
ecution,  that,  immediately  on  its  ratification,  hi 
sent  a  message  to  Congress,  pressing  the  speed] 
enaction  of  laws  to  give  it  effect.  But  I  can  no 
find  the  slightest  evidence  of  the  President,  a 
negotiator,  showing  any  disposition  to  act  onde 
a  construction  of  exercising  a' sovereign  power 
In  page  eighteen  of  the  Executive  papers  of  tht 
second  session  pf  the  twelfth  Congress,  we  fine 
'  these  instructions:  "As an  inducement  to  Grea 
'  Britain  to  discontinue  the  practice  of  impress 
*•  ment  from  American  vessels,  you  may  givt 
'  assurance  that  a  law  will  be  passed  (to  be  re 
'  ciprocal)  to  prohibit  the  employment  of  Brit 
'  isb  seamen  in  the  public  or  commercial  ser 

*  vice  of  the  United  States."  Mr.  Russell  explain] 
to  the  British  Minister,  that  this  assurance  i] 
given,  under  the  sense  of  the  Federal  Const itu 
tion  ;  that  is,  that  it  involved  the  assent  of  Con 
gress,  over  whom  the  Bzecotive  had  no-control 
Our  Commis»ioners,  in  negotiating  the  conven 
tion  in  question,  referred  to  a  law  of  last  session 
to  show  the  sense  of  the  legislative  anthority,  anc 
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to  give  assaranee  of  their  eonearrenee  io  stipola- 
tions  to  eqaivalent  effect.  This  law  had  been 
forwarded  as  iDstruciioo,  do  doubt. 

The  geotleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barboub) 
aeeiDB  aware  that  bis  construction  maf  be  thought 
to  vest  a  dangerous  power  in  the  President  and 
Senate ;  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  says  he,  must 
ratify  a  treaty,  they  are  elected  by  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  States,  and  are  men  who  have  gone 
through  the  ordeal  of  State  office.  The  Presi- 
dent, be  adds,  is  elected  by  the  ^ple,and  most  be 
a  man  distinguished  for  bis  virtue  and  services. 
But,  Mr.  President,  however  the  mode  of  consti- 
tuting the  Executive  and  the  Senate  maj  prom- 
ise the  obtainment  of  good  men,  it  is  obvious  and 
palpable,  that  they  are  not  the  favorite  deposito- 
ries of  high  discretionary  trust  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  House  of  Representatives  only  can 
originate  revenue  bills.  The  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives are  to  check  the  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  armies  once  in  two  years.  White  the 
gentleman  is  talking  about  the  confidence  due  to 
the  Senate,  we  all  remember,  at  the  era  our  Gov- 
ernment was  established,  opinions  were  held  by 
some  nut  very  |)artial  to  free  Government.  Such 
opinions  are  still  held.  We  can  all  remember 
with  what  feelipgs  the  first  Senate  assembled ; 
what  questions  were  discussed,  and  what  projects 
were  contemplated.  Public  opinion  has  made 
these  feelings  in  some  degree  disappear ;  but,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  we  may  look  for  more  here 
than  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  If  we 
look  to  the  powers,  the  paucity  of  numbers,  the  I 
ileriod  of  office,  or  the  mode  of  election,  for  this 
body  ;  are  they  calculated  most  to  allay  or  excite 
jealousy  1  The  plain  letter  of  the  Constitution 
gives  the  President  and  Senate  power  eooojfb, 
without  extending  it  by  constructive  authority, 
raissed  on  vague  implication. 

We  are  not  to  look  for  the  destruction  of  the 
liberties  of  this  people,  from  a  single  stride  of  au- 
thority, but  by  one  branch  arrogating  to  itself 
power  with  the  concurrence  of  another,  to  the 
disparagement  of  a  third.  It  must  be  by  artful 
and  gradual  encroachment,  under  cover  of  forced 
construction^  and  by  a  caniious  application  of 
power  thus  obtained.  Hence,  we  are  tauj^ht  to 
fear  the  effect  of  the  precedent  the  rejection  of 
this  bill  might  establish,  more  especially  as  it 
would  set  St  naught  the  solemn  opinion  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  remarks,  he  has 
endeavored  to  discuss  the  question  as  he  finds  the 
Constitution ;  were  a  proposition  to  amend  it  be- 
fore us,  he  could  have  no  difficulty.  I  request 
him  to  examine  it  anew;  I  think,  fairly  inter- 

Ereted,  it  is  what  be  could  wish  it.  Let  us  leave 
tw-making  and  treaty-making  where  the  people 
have  placed  it.  Then,  indeed,  shall  we  have  done 
justice  to  the  wisdom  of  those  sages  who  formed 
the  Constitution.  We  are  asked,  if  the  President 
and  Senate  become  corrupt,  what  will  there  be 
to  preserve  the  House  of  Representatives?  I  an- 
swer, frequent  election^  and  greater  numbers. 

Need  1  now  remark,  Mr.  President,  that  I  think 
this  bill  aeeeasary ;  all  1  have  said  goes  to  prove 


it.  I  had  thought  yesterday  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, not  very  dissimilar  to  the  bill  we  have  sent 
to  the  House  of  Representatives-^I  had  prepare^ 
it.  Better  reflection  convinces  me  this  bill  Is 
necessary.  Its  enactments  are  precisely  corres- 
pondent with  the  provisions  of  the  commercial 
convention  with  Great  Britain.  It  will  not  be 
enough  that  the  courts  shall  look  to  that  instru- 
ment for  the  law,  the  statute  ought  also  to  be  be- 
fore them. 

Oq  the  subject  of  etiquette,  it  ill  becomes  us  to 
be  very  punctilious.  The  bill  passed  by  this 
body  was  not,  on  my  part,  a  rery  deliberate  act| 
nor  was  it  to  be  looked  for,  that  it  should  have 
arrested  the  House  on  the  passage  of  their  own 
bill,  from  the  time  of  its  arrival  on  their  table. 

It  has  been  my  desire,  Mr.  President,  to  pre- 
serve that  coolness  in  the  delivery  of  my  senti- 
ments which  is  due  to  this  body,  and  the  dignitf 
of  the  subject.  Declamation  and  rhetorical  flour- 
ish has  been  made  to  give  place  to  sober  ex- 
amination, and  a  desire  only  to  justify  what  I 
find  to  be  my  duty,  in  the  vote  I  am  to  give.  My 
conviction  is  clear,  the  bill  ought  to  pass. 

When  Mr.  Robbbts  sat  down — 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  as  the 
reading  of  the  bill  which  bad  passed  the  Senate 
twice  on  the  same  day,  had  been  noticed,  and 
that  too  with  reference  to  a  rule  ilrhicb  made  It 
necessary  for  the  second  reading  to  be  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  state,  that  when  it  was  read  the  second 
time,  it  was  not  on  bis  table,  and  that  while  it 
was  reading  the  third  time,  it  was  laid  on  it  wet, 
not  in  time  to  be  read  before  the  bill  was  passed. 
He  did  not  object  to  the  third  reading,  because 
he  bad  but  a  few  dafs  before  uken  his  seat,  and 
did  not  like  so  very  soon  to  be  the  only  objecting 
member,  to  that  which  appeared  to  be  the  gen- 
eral wish  of  the  Senate.  He  did  not  blame  anr 
one  for  the  reading  of  the  bill  twice  on  the  same 
day  that  it  passed ;  if  blame  attached  to  any  per- 
son, it  was  to  himself.  He  had  frankly  stated 
the  grounds  on  which  he  acted ;  perhaps  it  might 
be  a  sort  of  fabe  delicacy.  He  considered  it  aue 
to  the  Senate  to  say  that,  when,  on  the  next  daf, 
he  objected  to  the  reading  of  a  bill  a  second  time 
on  the  same  day.  it  was  done  under  the  painful 
recollection  of  what  had  taken  place  the  day  be- 
fore, and  with  no  view  to  delay  the  public  busi- 
ness or  to  thwart  the  inclination  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  M.  said,  as  he  was  now  up,  he  should  gire 
some  of  the  reasons  which  would  induce  him  to 
vote  for  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives— in  doing  which  he  promised  to  be  verr 
short.  He  agreed  with  the  gentlemen  who  dif- 
fered with  him  as  to  the  propriety  of  passing  the 
bill,  that  the  Constitution  should  be  so  construed 
as  to  give  to  every  part  its  full  effect,  and  to 
every  department  of  the  Government  the  power 
allotted  to  it,  and  that  no  department  should  at- 
tempt to  encroach  on  the  power  delegated  to  an- 
other. If  one  should  unfortunately  make  the 
attempt,  he  would  add  that  it  ought  to  be  imme- 
diately resisted.  With  resoect  to  what  had  beea 
said  about  the  House  oi  Representative^  he 
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would  only  obserye  that  he  had  been  a  member 
of  it.  and  never  witnessed  an  attempi  to  encroach 
on  tne  powers  delegated  to  others;  nor  did  he 
beliere  a  case  could  be  found  which  would  estab- 
lish the  fact  that  the  attempt  had  been  made. 
The  time  of  their  seryice  forbids  it.  The  attempt 
will  neyer  be  made  by  either  House,  unless  there 
shall  be  much  of  what  is  called  the  spirit  of  the 
corps  amons  the  members,  and  two  years  is  too 
short  time  for  much  to  be  acquired.  Certainly 
a  great  deal  more  may  be  acquired  in  six ;  nor 
can  it  be  supposed  that  the  numben  of  that 
House  can  so  readily  acquire  it  as  the  few  of  this. 
The  time  of  service  is  as  one  to  three,  and  the 
number  of  members  somewhere  about  five  to 
one.  The  lime  of  service  is  two  years  shorter 
than  that  of  the  President,  and  that  of  the  Sen- 
ate two  years  lonser ;  it  would,  therefore,  seem 
that  if  any  two  of  the  legislative  departments 
were  to  combine  (he  spoke  only  of  the  qualified 
legislative  character  of  the  President^  to  encroach 
•n  the  powers  delegated  to  the  other,  that  the 
tine  of  service  would  be  a  great  consideration  in 
forming  the  combination,  and  that  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  prevent  the  House  of  Representatives 
from  being  one. 

If  the  treaty-making  power  be  as  ^reat  as  has 
been  contended  for,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  had  but  two  powers 
which  might  not  be  taken  away  by  it,  neither  of 
which  were  of  the  most  pleasant  kind — one  to 
impeach,  the  other  to  originate  revenue  bills. 
The  last  mentioned,  the  late  treaty  haa  sliffhtly 
and  indirectly  toucned.  If  the  assent  of  the 
House  be  not  necessary  to  repeal  the  law  impos- 
ing higher  duties  en  foreign  shipa,  and  goods  im« 
ported  in  them,  than  on  American  ships,  and 
goods  imported  in  them,  the  treaty  does  not  origi- 
nate a  revenue  bill,  but  it  lessens  the  tax  on  for^ 
eign  ships,  and  ^oods  imported  in  them,  accord- 
ing to  the  opinion  of  those  who  oppose  the  bill, 
and  that  too  pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  pub- 
Ue  debt.  To  lessen  a  tax.  seems  to  be  about  the 
name  thing  as  to  repeal  a  nigher  and  la^  a  lower 
tax  on  the  same  article.  If  the  President  and 
Senate  can  lessen  one  tax  by  treaity.  they  most 
assuredly  can  every  one.  Of  what  value,  then,  is 
the  power  to  originate  revenue  bills,  or  legislative 
pledges  for  the  payment  of  the  debt,  if  the  two 
departments  of  the  Qovernment  wnich  cannot 
originate  a  revenue  bill,  nor  of  themselves  pledge 
the  revenue,  can,  by  treaty  with  a  foreign  Power, 
reduce  the  taxes,  aadL  to  the  amount  reduced,  do 
away  the  pledge.  To  make  such  a  power  work 
well,  it  ought  to  have  the  authority  to  originate 
revenue  billsj  pass  and  pledge  them,  or  to  compel 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  give  their  aid  to 
carry  their  measures  into  execution.  The  House 
of  Representatives,  like  every  deliberative  assem- 
bly, cannot  act  under  compulsion,  but  must  act, 
to  act  rightly,  according  to  its  own  judgment  and 
discretion.  If  a  treaty  can  reduce  a  tax  without 
the  consent  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  why 
not  raise  one?  Nothing  seems  more  clear  than 
that  it  ouffht  to  require  the  same  power  to  do 
either  of  the  acts.    But  to  make  this,  if  possible, 


more  plain,  he  would  ask  what  would  have  beet 
thought  of  the  Constitution  at  the  time  it  wai 
considered  and  debated  in  the  State  conveotioni 
which  adopted  it,  if,  at  the  end  of  the  artich 
which  delegates  legislative  power  to  Congress 
not  to  the  President  and  Senate,  a  clause  hac 
been  added  to  this  effect,  that  the  President  anc 
Senate  might,  by  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  Gkivern 
ment,  repeal  whatever  acts  Congress  might  pass' 
If  they  can  repeal  one,  they  may  everj  one ;  am 
if  they  can  reduce  the  tax  beforementioned,  the^ 
can  undoubtedly  repeal  it;  and  if  Che  treaty 
making  power  can  of  itself  rightfully  act  on  on4 
of  the  powers  delegated  to  Congress,  it  can  on  all 
If  the  construction  which  the  friends  of  the  bil 
oppose  be  the  true  one,  then  the  Constituiioi 
would  not  have  been  changed  by  the  suppose< 
additional  clause.  The  gentleman  from  Virgin ii 
will  pardon  me  for  saying,  that  no  clause  can  1m 
found  in  the  Constitution  which  secures  to  th< 
House  of  Representatives,  or  to  Congress,  thi 
sword  and  the  purse,  if  the  power  to  lay  and  col 
lect  duties  and  imposts,  and  to  regulate  trade,  i 
not.  Every  power  delegated  to  Congress  is  ii 
the  same  article.  There  is  no  exception  in  favo 
of  the  sword  or  purse ;  if  the  treaty-making  powe: 
includes  one,  it  must  all,  for  all  are  grantcMl  alike 
The  late  treaty  touches  the  purse  to  the  amoun 
of  the  tax  reduced. 

If  the  assent  of  Congress  be  not  necessary  t< 
equalixe  the  duties  on  foreign  and  American  ship 
and  ffoods  imported  in  them,  why  pass  the  act  o 
the  last  session,  which  contains  the  principle  o 
the  bill,  and  ought  to  be  considered  as  settiinf 
the  question  ?  The  bill  ought  now  to  pass,  or  th< 
act,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  was  useless ;  becauw 
the  treaty-making  power  could  do  of  itself  tha 
which  the  act  proposed  to  foreign  Qovernmeots 
According  to  his  construction,  which  gave  u 
every  part  of  the  Constitution  its  full  effect,  am 
to  every  department  of  the  Government  tht 
power  granted  to  it^  the  reason  was  obvious;  i 
was  one  of  the  subjects,  the  power  over  whicl 
had  been  granted  to  Congress;  it  was  therefore 
necessary  that  Congress  should  act,  as  it  ough 
always,  in  every  such  case;  nor  was  there  ao] 
just  cause  to  apprehend  a  difficulty  in  making 
treaties  under  this  construction;  indeed,  h< 
thottffht  the  chairman  of  the  committee  (Mr 
BibbI  to  whom  the  bill  had  been  referred  hac 
satisMCtorily  shown,  that,  in  practice,  the  con 
struction  he  contended  for  had  been  adopted,  anc 
that  no  inconvenience  had  been  discovered  bj 
experience.  Suppose  the  Constitution  to  be  oi 
more  doubtful  construction  than  it  really  is,  anc 
the  practice  not  settled,  ought  not  that  construc- 
tion and  that  practice  to  be  adopted  which  would 
best  accord  with  its  principles,  and  of  course  be 
best  calculated  to  promote  the  general  welfare  \ 
and  would  not  such  construction  and  such  prac- 
tice recommend  the  passing  of  the  bill?  The 
question  is  not  however  one  of  expediency,  but 
whether  the  construction  makes  the  bill  neces- 
sary. It  is  my  endeavor  to  show  that  it  does. 
The  construction  contended  for  is  warranted  by 
that  great  principle  which  characterizes  all  the 
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American  Governmeiita— ^hat  the  majority  shall 
govern ;  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  by  two-third« 
of  the  Senate  under  the  present  Constitotion,  and 
by  nine  States  under  the  old  Confederation,  as 
well  as  the  provision  for  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitotion  by  nine  States,  he  beliered,  were  all  bot- 
tomed on  that  principle.  This  he  thought  would 
satisfactorily  appear  by  attending  to  the  number 
of  Representatives  apportioned  to  the  States.  By 
the  Convention  which  framed  the  present  Con* 
stitution.  the  whole  nam  her  was  sixty-five,  of 
which  Massachusetts  had  eight.  New  York  six, 
Peansylvania  eight,  and  Yirffinta  ten;  this  sup- 
ports the  opinion  advanced,  tnat  any  nine  States 
under  the  Confederation  were  supposed  to  con- 
tain a  majority  of  the  people ;  hence,  under  that 
€k>vernment  it  required  nine  of  the  thirteen  States 
to  ratify  a  treatv ;  and  this  also  accounts  for  the 
two-thirds  in  the  Senate.  The  fixing  on  this 
number  was  doabtless  to  secure  the  same  princi- 
ple when  the  new  States  should  be  admitted  into 
the  Union,  and  the  few  cases  in  which  the  House 
tjf  Representatives  were  not  to  act;  but  not  to 
alter  or  ehaoire  the  power  granted  to  any  de- 
partment of  the  Qovernment ;  certainly  not  to 
give  the  treaty-making  power  an  authority  over 
the  revenue,  because,  rrom  the  rule  by  which 
Representatives  was  apportioned,  and  tjie  admis- 
sion of  new  States  into  the  Union,  it  would 
readily  have  occurred  that  this  might  give  the 
whole  power  delegated  to  the  Gk>vernment  to  a 
minority.  Sueh  an  oversieht  will  not  be  im- 
puted to  the  Convention.  In  fact,  if  a  treaty  can 
do  away  a  law,  which  it  required  Congress  to 
pass,  it  follows,  that  a  minority  of  the  nation,  by 
their  Senators  and  the  Presideot,  can  undo  that 
which  a  majority  by  their  Representatives  in 
everv  department  of  the  Government  had  done. 
To  oe  convinced  of  this,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
attend  to  theTOle  by  which  Electors  to  vote  for 
the  President  are  apportioned  among  the  States ; 
and  to  the  fact,  that  two-thirds  of  the  States,  the 
smallest  certainly,  have  not  a  majority  of  the 
people.  Any  construction  which  gives  this  power 
to  a  minority,  is  a  departure  from  the  great 
American  principle  before  stated,  that  a  majority 
shall  govern.  Is  it  possible,  Mr.  President,  that 
the  wise  and  good  men  who  formed  the  Consti- 
tution intended  that  a  minority  should  govern, 
and  that,  too,  by  the  treaty-making  power  ? 

Every  Gk>vernment  treating  with  another,  is 
supposed  to  understand  the  treaty-making  power 
ot  the  Government  with  which  it  treats,  no  mat- 
ter where  lodged,  whether  in  the  Executive 
alone,  or  in  the  Executive  and  Legislature  jointly. 
In  England,  when  the  King,  by  treaty,  promises 
to  pay  money,  every  Gbvemment  in  Europe 
knows  that  he  cannot  pay  it  without  the  consent 
of  Parliament,  and  that  he  most  apply  to  that 
body  for  it,  whether  an  article  be  in  the  treaty  or 
not  for  sooh  application.  So  well  established  is 
the  rule,  and  so  weH  do  Governments  understand 
the  power  of  each  other,  that  France  never  com- 
plained after  she  bad  made  treaties  with  the  old 
Congress,  in  the  year  1778,  that  Congress  had 
no  Constitutional  aathotity  to  make  or  execute 


treaties.  There  was  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  becaote 
the  articles  of  Confederation  were  not  adopted  by 
the  States  till  the  year  1781. 

If  in  every  case  a  treaty  is  law  as  soon  as  it  it 
ratified  by  the  President,  the  word  law  must  have 
two  different  and  distinct  meanings  in  the  Con^ 
stitution,  or  money  may  be  drawn  irom  the  Trea- 
sury by  a  treaty  appropriation.  The  words  are, 
no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  bnt 
in  consequenee  of  appropriations  made  by  law: 
not  by  acts  of  Congpress  or  treaties,  but  law;  and 
acts  and  treaties  are  both  law.  Then  both  may 
appropriate  and  both  draw  money  from  the  Trei^ 
sury ;  this  construction  gives  the  treaty-making 
power  in  the  United  States  more  authority  than 
It  has  in  England.  The  late  treaty  will  prevent 
money  from  going  into  the  Treasury ;  it  might 
with  as  much  propriety  have  drawn  money  out 
of  it;  if  he  was  mistaken,  th^  treaty-making 
power  was  only  limited  by  the  Constitution ;  k 
might  treat  on  any  and  every  power  delegated  to 
the  GOneral  Government;  it  might  make  and  ex» 
ecnte  a  treaty  of  subsidy;  in  fact,  it  might  pot 
the  nation  in  a  state  of  war,  which  Congress  alone 
have  the  power  to  declare ;  and  according  to  treaty 
law.  a  part  of  the  difficulty  on  this  important  ani 
interesting  question  baa  no  doubt  been  produced 
by  an  improper  construction  of  that  part  of  the 
Constitution  which  delegates  power  to  Congress 
to  declare  war;  under  this  power,  Congress  had 
passed  a  law  to  declare  war,  whereas,  according 
to  his  understanding,  it  only  required  a  atatemeil 
mi^e,  after  the  manner  of  the  civilised  world,  of 
the  causes  which  produced  the  declaration ;  to  a 
war  thus  declared,  a  Treaty  of  Peace  properly 
putian  end ;  there  would  be  no  law  to  prevent  it. 

Mr.  Jefierson's  letters^  when  Secretary  of  Sute, 
on  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783  with  Giraat  Brit- 
ain, had  been  introduced  to  show  that  he  under- 
stood that  treaty  to  be  the  lew  of  the  land,  and 
that  it  was  so  understood  in  the  nation,  and  that 
under  Mr.  Jay's  treaty  the  people  at  Detroit  heM 
land.  With  respect  to  the  Treaty  of  1783,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  observe,  that  the  old  Congress 
had  power  to  make  treaties,  but  none  to  execute 
them;  the  execution  depended  entirely  on  the 
governments  of  the  States,  who  did  as  they 
pleased.  He  thought  no  argument  could  be  drawn 
from  any  fact  connected  with  that  treaty  against 
the  bill.  The  treaty  of  Mr.  Jay,  so  far  as  it  re- 
lated to  the  peopO  at  Detroit,  and  everything^ 
which  has  since  been  done  touching  the  boundary 
line,  ought  to  be  considered,  as  it  certainly  waB| 
a  continuation  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  in  the  year 
1783,  with  the  intent  to  its  full  and  fair  exeea- 
tion.  The  people  at  Detroit  were,  at  the  time  of 
that  treaty,  m  tne  same  situation  that  the  people 
of  the  other  paru  of  the  nation  were  in  the  yeat 
1783.  The  Whigs,  with  their  property,  remamed 
in  the  United  States,  and  the  Tories,  with  theirs, 
left  them.  A  foreigner  holding  land  under  Mr. 
Jay's  treaty,  held  against  State  laws,  and  not 
against  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  This  is 
provided  for  in  the  Constitution ;  it  has  not, there- 
tore,  any  bearing  on  the  point  in  debate.  The 
case  of  Louisiana  has  also  been  mentioned,  with 
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the  inteotloo  to  »how  (be  opiBioa  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son aod  the  (hen  Congress;  it  was  only  necessary 
to  add,  to  what  bad  been  said  by  the  ffentleman 
from  Georgia,  that  whoever  would  be  at  the 
trouble  to  examine  the  Message  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
communicated  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  the  treaty  by  which  the  country  was  ac- 
quired, will  see  the  reason  why  both  the  acts  no- 
ticed were  not  passed  at  the  same  time,  and  that 
lie  expressly  calls  for  legislative  aid  to  carry  it 
into  execution.  A  similar  call  was  made  in  the 
case  of  the  British  Treaty  finished  under  his  Ad- 
ministration. It  is  coiifidently  believed  thatneither 
of  the  cases  show  his  or  the  opinion  of  Congress 
to  be  jBigainst  the  construction  for  which  the 
friends  of  the  bill  contend;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
that  both  support  it. 

He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina^  (Mr.  Taylob,)  that  ours  is  a  Govern- 
ment of  suspicion;  ewety  election  proves  it;  the 
power  to  impeach  proirei  it;  the  history  of  Caesar, 
of  Cromwell,  and  Bonaparte,  proves  that  it  ought 
to  be  so  to  remain  free.  He  promised  to  be  short, 
and  would  sit  down. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee, said,  this  subject 
had  assumed  a  degree  of  importance,  from  the 
course  the  debate  had  taken,  to  which,  at  first,  it 
did  not  appear  entitled.  As  he  differed  in  opin- 
ion from  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  spoke  on 
each  side  of  the  question,  he  deemed  it  a  duty, 
though  it  had  not  been  in  his  power,  from  a  cause 
known  to  gentlemen,  to  give  the  subject  that  con- 
aideration  to  which  it  was  entitled,  to  lay  before 
the  Senate  a  brief  view  of  the  grounds  on  which 
he  should  act. 

It  may  be  proper,  said  Mr.  C,  to  inquire,  in 
the  first  place,  what  the  subject  is  on  which  we 
pre  called  to  legislate.  A  treaty  has  been  made 
by  the  proper  authorities,  containing  provisions 
relatin|[  to  commerce,  which  affect  your  fiscal 
regulations,  and  may  diminish  your  revenue ;  the 
'Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation,  under  whose  in- 
structions it  was  negotiated,  and  to  whom  is  in- 
trusted, by  the  Constitution,  the  ^  faithful  execu- 
tion" of  the  la ws^  lays  it  before  you,  and  **  recom- 
mends such  legislative  provisions  as  it  may  call 
for  on  the  part  of  the  United  States."  On  the 
one  side  it  is  contended,  that  no  legislative  enact- 
ment is  necessary ;  that  the  treaty  is  complete, 
and  may  be  executed  by  the  proper  officers  and 
tribunals  of  Government ;  and  some  have  gone  so 
far  as  to  assert,  that  not  only  this,  but  every  other 
treatsT}  constitutionally  made,  is  complete  without 
the  aid  of  a  law ;  and  repeals  all  laws  opposed  to 
its  provisions.  On  the  other  it  is  insisted,  that 
this  treaty  cannot  be  executed  without  a  law  to 
carry  its  provisions  into  effect ;  and  on  this  side 
some  have  contended,  that  no  treaty  affecting 
existing  laws  is  complete  without  the  sanction 
of  a  legislative  act^  at  least  repealing  those  laws 
opposed  to  its  provisions.  He  could  not,  Mr.  C. 
aaid,  urree  to  the  doctrine  advocated  on  either 
tide  ofihis  Question,  carried  to  the  extent  contend- 
ed for.  A  iair  construction  of  the  several  claoscs 
of  the  Constitution,  relating  to  this  subject,  WoqIj 
iaot|  in  his  opinion,  support  it.  ^ 


It  may  be  proper  here,  said  Mr.  C,  in  order  to 
a  more  distinct  understanding  of  the  question  an« 
der  discussion,  to  inquire : 

1.  What  a  treaty  is,  independent  of  the  char^ 
acter  given  it  by  the  Constitution  7  and, 

2.  What  it  becomes  in  virtue  of  that  character  ? 

1.  A  treaty,  independent  of  the  character  givca 
it  by  the  Constitution,  may  be  stated  to  be,  a  com- 
pact between  two  or  more  independent  States, 
mutually  binding  on,  and  pledging  the  faith  of 
each,  for  the  performance  of  the  stipulations  it 
contains*  The  manner  in  which  these  stipula- 
tions shall  be  carried  into  effect,  must  depend  oa 
the  nature  of  the  governments  of  the  respective 
States.  If  the  Executive  and  Legislative  powers 
are  vested  in  the  same  person,  as  in  the  case  of  a 
despotic  Government,  the  promulgation  alone  of 
the  treaty  may  be  considered  as  at  once  giving  it 
all  the  binding  force  requisite  to  the  full  execu- 
tion of  its  provisions;  the  fiat  of  the  despot  car- 
rying with  it  Legislative  as  well  as  Executive 
sanction.  In  such  a  case,  the  power  that  negoti- 
ates a  treaty  executes  it ;  aod  the  question  now 
before  you  cannot  arise.  But  it  is  otherwise  with 
Governments  differently  organized.  Where  the 
Legislative  power  is  vested  in  a  branch  of  the 
Government  distinct  from  that  exercising  the 
Executive  power,  a  treaty  made  by  the  latter  re- 
quiring legislative  provisions  for  its  fulfilment, 
can  only  pledge  the  faith  of  the  nation  that  its 
Legislature  will  enact  the  laws  requisite  for  that 
purpose ;  and  in  t»uch  case  it  must  rest  on  the  will 
of  the  Legislature,  whether  the  treaty  shall  be 
carried  into  effiect  or  not.  Thu^,  in  England,  no 
treaty,  containing  stipulations,  materially  affecting 
the  interests  of  the  nation,  is  carried  into  effect| 
without  being  laid  before  Parliament  for  its  sanc- 
tion, and  for  such  legislative  enactments  as  its 
provisions  may  require. 

This  difference,  in  the  manner  of  executing  the 
provisions  of  a  treaty  by  different  Gk>vernments, 
according  to  the  organization  of  each,  is  not  ne- 
cessarily productive  of  any  injurious  consequen- 
ces. At  the  time  a  treaty  u  formed,  the  nature 
of  the  Governments,  parties  to  it,  is  known ;  and 
the  confidence  reposed  in  the  fulfilment  of  its 
stipulations^  must  depend  on  the  reliance  placed 
in  the  national  faith  which  is  pledged  by  it. 
Each  party  agrees  to  it,  with  a  distinct  under- 
standing, that  Its  full  execution  depends  upon  the 
concurrence  of  the  proper  departments  in  each 
Government,  in  adopting  the  requisite  legal  pro- 
visions for  carrying  its  stipulations  into  effect; 
aod  knowing  at  the  same  time,  that  if  one  party 
fails  to  execute  its  provisions,  the  others  are  no 
longer  bound  thereby.  From  this  view  of  a  treaty, 
considered  independent  of  the  Constitutional  pro- 
vision, it  does  not  seem  to  possess  the  power  as- 
cribed to  itj  of  repealing  existing  laws  opposed  to 
its  provisions,  or  of  going  into  operation  in  all 
cases,  without  the  aid  of  legislative  enactment. 

He  would  next,  Mr.  C.  said,  inquire, 

2.  What  a  treaty  became  in  virtue  of  the  char- 
acter given  to  it  by  the  Constitution  ? 

That  instrument  declares,  that  ^all  treatica 
<  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  aathof- 
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'  icy  ot  the  (Jotted  States,  shall  be  the  supreme 

*  law  of  the  land ;  and  the  jadges  in  every  State 
'  shall  be  bound  thereby ;  anythuig  in  the  consti- 

*  totion  or  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  not- 

*  wiihstsndiog." 

On  the  one  hand  it  is  contended,  (said  Mr.  C.) 
that  by  this  pro? ision  a  treaty  is  made  paramount 
to  all  existing  laws  of  the  United  States,  as  well 
as  to  the  laws  and  constitutions  of  the  several 
States,  and  at  once  repeals,  or  at  least  removes 
out  of  its  way.  such  as  are  opposed  to  its  stipula- 
tions; oil^he  other,  that  it  h  paramount  only  to 
the  constitutions  and  laws  of  the  respective  States, 
and  cannot,  without  the  sanction  of  the  National 
Legislature,  control  a  law  of  the  Gkneral  Gbv- 
ernment. 

I  cannot,  said  Mr.  C^  agree  with  the  arguments 
advanced  on  either  side  of  this  question,  carried 
to  their  full  extent.    It  would  seem  sufficiently 
clear  that,  bj  this  provision,  a  treaty  acquired  the 
character  ot  a  law  of  the  United  States,  at  least 
for  some  purposes ;  and  the  only  important  in- 
quiry appears  to  be^  whether  it  does  so  for  all  pur* 
poses,  and  in  regard  to  all  subjects  to  which  it 
may  relate ;  and  if  not,  for  what  purposes,  and  in 
regard  to  what  subjects  it  acquires  that  character? 
The  solution  of  this  inquiry  involves  the'  giving 
a  correct  construction  to  the  Constitutional  pro- 
vision in  question.    To  enable  us  to  do  this,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  refer  to  such  other  clauses  of 
that  iostrument  as  relate  to  the  same  subject; 
and,  by  comparing  them  ttigether,  see  bow  far 
they  control  or  explain  each  other.  For  the  same 
roles  of  construction  that  are  adopted  in  regard 
to  other  instruments  of  the  like  kind,  as  statute 
laws,  will  equally  apply  to  thii;  and  it  is  be- 
lieveid  that,  by  a  due  observance  of  these  rules, 
most  of  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen  in  this 
diseossion  may  be  remedied.    It  is  laid  down  as 
a  role  that,  in  the  construction  of  one  part  of  a 
statute,  every  other  part  ought  to  be  taken  into 
consideration,  and  one  part  construed  by  another; 
also,  that  a  statute  should  be  so  construed,  that  no 
clause,  sentence,  or  word,  should  be  superfluous 
or  void;  and  further,  the  general  words  in  one 
clause  of  a  statute  may  be  restrained  by  the  par- 
ticular words  in  a  subsequent  clause  in  the  same 
statute.    Apply  those  rules  to  the  case  before  us. 
The  first  clause  in  the  Constitution   declares, 
^  that  all  le|;islative  powers  therein  granted  shall 
be  vested  in  a  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and'  House  of 
Representatives.''    If  this  clause  be  considered 
alone,  and  unconnected  with  the  subsequent  pro- 
visioos  of  that  instrument,  relating  to  the  same 
subject,  it  would  go  a  great  way  to  support  the 
doctrine  contended  for,  that  a  law  being  consid- 
ered the  o&pring  of  legislative  power,  can  only 
emanate  from  the  National  Lesislature,  thuscon- 
sti toted  the  sole  depository  of  all  such  powers. 
And  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  VaBJiojf }  has,  with  considerable  force,stated 
that,  as  by  this  provision  of  the  Constitution,  all 
legislative  powers  were  vested  in  Congress,  he 
could  not  perceive  how  any  such  power  could  be 
eoasidered  as  vested  in  any  other  departmaat  of 


the  Government,  or  how  a,  treaty,  made  by  the 
President  and  Senate  alone,  could  be  viewed  as  a 
law.    But  when  we  coosider  this  clause  in  con- 
nexion  with  tbe  subsequent  provisions  of  that  in- 
strument, relating  to  the  same  subject,  the  force 
of  this  argument  will  be  found  to  be  greatly  di- 
minished, if  not  entirely  done  away.    By  one  of 
those  provisions  it  is  declared,  that  *^  he  (tbe  Pres- 
'  ident)  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice 
'  and  consent  of  tlie  Senate,  to  mske  treaties ; 
'  provided  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  oon* 
*  cur;"  and  by  another,  bein^  that  first  referred  to, 
such  treaty,  when  so  made,  is  declared  to  ^  be  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land."    Thus  the  President 
and  Senate  are,  in  express  terms,  authorized  to 
make  a  treaty,  which  is  pronounced,  in  terms 
equsllv  clear,  a  law  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
same  looting  with  the  other  laws,  made  pursuant 
to  the  Constitution.    They  must,  therefore,  be 
considered  as  vested  with  some  portion  of  legis- 
lative power ;  and  if  so,  the  general  expression, 
^^all  legislative  powers,"  used  in  the  first  clause 
of  the  Constitution,  cannot  be  construed  accord- 
ing to  the  literal  meaning  of  tbe  words,  but  must 
be  considered  as  restrained  by  the  express  terms 
of  the  sttbseqiieot  provisions  already  referred  to, 
and  as  only  vesting  those  general  powers,  subject 
to  the  modifications  thus  imposed.  This  construc- 
tion is  supported  by  the  rules  already  noticed,  and 
will  be  luriher  strengthened  by  another  view 
which  may  be  taken  ol  the  subiect.    If  those  sev- 
eral provisions  were  construed  according  to  the 
literal  import  of  the  words  used  in  each,  they 
would  be  inconsistent  with  each  other,  and  some 
of  the  expressions  or  words  would  become  super- 
fluous or  void ;  but  this  ii  contrary  to  one  of  the 
clearest  rules  of  construction,  by  which  every 
clause,  expression,  and  word,  is,  if  possible,  to 
have  some  meaning — some  operative  effect— and 
all  to  be  reconciled  and  rendered  consistent  with 
each  other.    In  the  construction  of  instruments 
of  this  kind,  we  should  likewise  keep  in  view  the 
particular  subject  to  which  each  provision  imme- 
diately relates;  construe  the  words  used  with  a 
particular  reference  to  that  subject,  and  endeavor 
10  ascertain  the  intention  of  the  makers,  rather 
than  be  guided  solely  by  the  literal  import  of 
the  words ;  and  here  the  maxim,  ^  qui  hitrii  im 
liiera,  kaartt  tit  cojt^ice,"  might  well  apply.    The 
framers  of  the  Constitution,  when  acloptiog  the 
first  clause,  must  have  had  in  view  the  distri- 
bution of, the  general  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment among  the  several  departments  thereof* 
That  clause  relates  exclusively  to  Congress  as 
the  great  depository  of  general  legislative  pow* 
ers,  and  should  be  constrtied  with  a  particular 
reference  to  the  functions  they  are  to  perform. 
For  the  purposes  of  internal  legislation,  no  doubt, 
all  legislative  powers  are  vested  in  them,  in  ex- 
clusion to  the  other  departments  of  the  Giovera- 
meot.    But    it  does  not  follow,  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  that  those  powers  carried  with  them 
the  authority  to  direct  and  control  tbe  manage- 
ment of  our  foreign  relatiooa.    That  subject  was 
not  then  taken  into  view ;  it  was  considered  in  a 
subsequent  part  of  the  Constitution;  and  as  it 
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the  iotentfoo  to  itbow  (be  opinion  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son and  the  then  Cooffress^  it  was  only  necessary 
to  add,  to  what  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgiai  that  whoever  would  be  at  the 
(rouble  to  examine  the  Message  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
communicated  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  the  treaty  by  which  the  country  was  ac- 
quired, will  see  the  reason  why  both  the  acts  no- 
ticed were  not  passed  at  the  same  time,  and  that 
he  expressly  calls  for  leginlative  aid  to  carry  it 
into  execution.  A  similar  call  was  made  in  the 
case  of  the  British  Treaty  finished  under  his  Ad- 
ministration. It  is  coufideotly  believed  thatneither 
of  the  cases  show  his  or  the  opinion  of  Congress 
to  be  against  the  construction  for  which  the 
friends  of  the  bill  contend;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
that  both  support  it. 

He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina^  (Mr.  Tayi«or,)  that  ours  is  a  Govern- 
ment  of  suspicion ;  ewety  election  proves  it ;  the 
power  to  impeach  proves  it;  the  history  of  Caesar, 
of  Cromwell,  and  Bonaparte,  proves  that  it  ought 
to  be  so  to  remain  free.  He  promised  to  be  short, 
and  would  sit  down. 

Mr.  Campbbll,  of  Tennessee, said,  this  subject 
bad  assumed  a  degree  of  importance,  from  the 
course  the  debate  had  taken,  to  which,  at  first,  it 
did  not  appear  entitled.  As  he  difiVred  in  opin- 
ion from  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  spoke  on 
each  side  of  the  que:ition,  he  deemed  it  a  duty, 
though  it  had  not  been  in  his  power,  from  a  cause 
known  to  gentlemen,  to  give  the  subject  that  con- 
aideration  to  which  it  was  entitled,  to  lay  before 
the  Senate  a  brief  view  of  the  grounds  on  which 
he  should  act. 

It  may  be  proper,  said  Mr.  C,  to  inquire,  in 
the  first  place,  what  the  subject  is  on  which  we 
•  are  called  to  legislate.  A  treaty  has  been  made 
by  the  proper  authorities,  containing  provisions 
relating  to  commerce,  which  affect  your  fiscal 
regulations,  and  may  diminish  your  revenue ;  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation,  under  whose  in- 
structions it  was  negotiated,  and  to  whom  is  in- 
trusted, by  the  Constitution,  the  ^  faithful  execu- 
tion" of  the  la w^  lays  it  before  you,  and  "  recom- 
mends such  legislative  provisions  as  it  may  call 
for  on  the  part  of  the  United  States."  On  the 
one  side  it  is  contended,  that  no  legislative  enact- 
ment u  necessary ;  that  the  treaty  is  complete, 
and  may  be  executed  by  the  proper  officers  and 
tribunals  of  Government ;  and  some  have  gone  so 
far  as  to  assert,  that  not  only  this,  but  every  other 
treatjr,  constitutionally  made,  is  complete  without 
the  aid  of  a  law ;  and  repeals  all  laws  opposed  to 
its  provisions.  On  the  other  it  is  insisted,  that 
this  treaty  cannot  be  executed  without  a  law  to 
carry  its  provisions  into  effect ;  and  on  this  side 
some  have  contended,  that  no  treaty  aflfecting 
existing  laws  is  complete  without  the  sanction 
of  a  legislative  act,  at  least  repealing  those  laws 
opposed  to  its  provisions.  He  could  not,  Mr.  C. 
aaid,  Mrree  to  the  doctrine  advocated  on  either 
tide  ofihis  Question,  carried  to  the  extent  contend- 
ed for.  A  iair  coostruetioo  of  the  several  clauses 
of  the  Consiitution,relatiogto  thissubjeci,  would 
not,  in  bis  opinion,  support  it. 


It  may  be  proper  here,  aaid  Mr.  C,  in  order  i 
a  more  distinct  understanding  of  the  question  ui 
der  discussion,  to  inquire : 

1.  What  a  treaty  is,  independent  of  the  cha 
acter  given  it  by  the  Constitution  7  and, 

2.  What  it  becomes  in  virtue  of  that  character 

1.  A  treaty,  independent  of  the  character  give 
it  by  the  Constitution,  may  be  stated  to  be,  a  con 
pact  between  two  or  more  independent  State 
mutually  binding  on,  and  pledging  the  faith  < 
each,  for  the  performance  of  the  stipulations 
contains*  The  manner  in  which  these  etipuh 
tions  shall  be  carried  into  eff*ect,  must  depend  c 
the  nature  of  the  governments  of  the  respectii 
Sutes.  If  the  Executive  and  Legislative  powe 
are  vested  in  the  same  person,  as  in  the  case  of 
despotic  Government,  the  promulgation  alone  < 
the  treaty  may  be  considered  as  at  once  giving 
all  the  binding  force  requisite  to  the  full  execi 
tion  of  its  provisions;  the  fiat  of  the  despot  ca 
rying  with  it  Legislative  as  well  as  fixecutii 
sanction.  In  such  a  case,  the  power  that  negot 
ates  a  treaty  executes  it ;  and  the  question  no 
before  you  cannot  arise.  But  it  is  otherwise  wii 
Governments  difierently  organized.  Where  tli 
Legislative  power  is  vested  in  a  branch  of  th 
Governmeut  distinct  from  that  exercising  tl 
Executive  power,  a  treaty  made  by  the  latter  n 
quiring  legislative  provisions  for  its  fulfilmeo 
can  only  pledge  the  faith  of  the  nation  that  i 
Legislate  will  enact  the  laws  requisite  for  tbi 
purpose ;  and  in  t»uch  case  it  must  rest  on  the  wi 
o[  the  Legislature,  whether  the  treaty  shall  I 
carried  into  effect  or  not.  Thus,  in  England,  o 
treat  jr,  contaioingsiipulations,  materially  aflfectia 
the  interests  of  the  nation,  is  carried  into  effec 
without  being  laid  before  Parliament  for  its  san< 
tion,  and  for  such  legislative  enactments  as  i 
provisions  may  require. 

This  difference,  in  the  manner  of  executing  tl: 
provisions  of  a  treaty  by  different  Gk>vernment 
according  to  the  or^nization  of  each,  is  not  n< 
cessarily  productive  of  any  injurious  coosequei 
ces.  At  the  time  a  treaty  i»  formed,  the  naiui 
of  the  Governments,  parties  to  it,  is  known ;  an 
the  confidence  reposed  in  the  fulfilment  of  i 
stipolaiionsj  must  depend  on  the  reliance  place 
in  the  national  faith  which  is  pledged  by  i 
Each  party  agrees  to  it,  with  a  distinct  uode 
standing,  that  us  full  execution  depends  upon  tii 
concurrence  of  the  proper  departments  in  eac 
Goverament,  in  adopting  the  requisite  legal  pri 
visions  for  carrying  its  stipulations  into  efftci 
and  knowing  at  the  same  time,  that  if  oae  part 
fails  to  execute  its  provisions,  the  others  are  n 
longer  bound  thereby.  From  this  view  of  a  treat] 
considered  independent  of  the  Constitutional  pre 
vision,  it  does  not  seem  to  possess  the  power  ai 
cribed  to  it,  of  repealing  existing  laws  opposed  t 
its  provisions,  or  of  going  into  operation  in  a 
cases,  without  the  aid  of  legislative  enactment. 

H«  would  next,  Mr.  C.  said,  inquire, 

2.  What  a  treaty  became  in  virtue  of  the  chai 
acter  given  to  it  by  the  Constitution? 

That  instrument  declares,  that  "all  treatii 
*  made,  or  whicii  shall  be  made,  under  the  aaihoi 
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'  icy  ot  the  United  Stttet,  shall  be  the  sapreme 
'  law  of  the  land ;  and  the  jadm  ia  every  State 

*  shall  be  bouod  thereby  ^  any  thing  ia  the  consti- 
V  totioD  or  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  not- 

*  wiihstandiog." 

On  the  one  hand  it  is  contended,  (said  Mr.  C.) 
that  by  this  provision  a  treaty  is  made  paramount 
to  ail  existing  laws  of  the  United  States,  as  well 
as  to  the  laws  and  constitutions  of  the  several 
States,  and  at  onee  repeals,  or  at  least  removes 
out  of  it^ay.  such  as  are  opposed  to  its  slipuia- 
tions;  odphe  other,  that  it  is  paramount  only  to 
the  constitutions  and  laws  of  the  respective  States, 
and  cannot,  without  the  sanction  of  the  National 
Legislature,  control  a  law  of  the  Gkneral  Gov- 
ernment. 

I  canootysaid  Mr.  C.«  agree  with  the  arguments 
advanced  on  either  side  of  this  question,  carried 
to  their  fuU  extent.  li  would  seem  sufficiently 
clear  that,  bv  this  provision,  a  treaty  acquired  the 
character  ot  a  law  of  the  United  States,  at  least 
for  some  purposes;  and  the  only  important  in- 
quiry appears  to  be^  whether  it  does  so  for  all  pur- 
poses, and  in  regard  to  all  subjects  to  which  it 
may  relate ;  and  if  not,  for  what  purposes,  and  in 
regard  to  what  subjects  it  acquires  that  character? 
The  solution  of  this  inquiry  involves  the  giving 
a  correct  construction  to  the  Constitutional  pro- 
vision in  question.  To  enable  us  to  do  this,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  refer  to  such  other  clauses  of 
that  instrument  as  relate  to  the  same  subject; 
and,  by  comparing  them  tbgether,  see  how  far 
they  control  or  explain  each  other.  For  the  same 
rnles  of  construction  that  are  adopted  in  regard 
to  other  instruments  of  the  like  kind,  as  statute 
laws,  will  equally  apply  to  this;  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that,  by  a  due  observance  of  these  rules, 
most  of  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen  in  this 
discussion  may  be  remedied.  It  is  laid  down  as 
a  rule  that,  in  the  construction  of  one  part  of  a 
statute,  every  other  part  ought  to  be  taken  into 
consideration,  aadone  part  construed  by  another; 
also,  that  a  statute  should  be  so  construed,  that  no 
clause,  sentence,  or  word,  should  be  superfluous 
or  void ;  and  further,  the  general  words  in  one 
clause  of  a  statute  may  be  restrained  by  the  par- 
ticular words  in  a  subsequent  clause  in  the  same 
statute.  Apply  those  rules  to  the  case  before  us. 
The  first  clause  in  the  Constitution  declares, 
^'  that  all  legislative  powers  therein  granted  shall 
be  vested  m  a  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and'  House  of 
Representatives.''  If  this  clause  be  considered 
alone,  and  unconnected  with  the  subsequent  pro- 
.  visions  of  that  instrument,  relating  to  the  same 
subject,  it  would  go  a  great  way  to  support  the 
doctrine  contended  for,  that  a  law  being  consid- 
ered the  ofiDipring  of  legislative  power,  can  only 
emanate  from  the  National  Leffislature,  thus  con- 
stituted the  sole  depository  of  all  such  powers. 
And  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Vabhojs)  has,  with  considerable  force,  stated 
that,  as  by  this  provision  of  the  Constitutioo,  all 
legislative  powers  were  vested  in  Congress,  he 
could  not  perceive  how  any  such  power  could  be 
considered  as  vested  in  any  other  department  of 


the  Government,  or  how  a  treaty,  made  by  the 
President  and  Senate  alone,  could  be  viewed  as  a 
law.  But  when  we  consider  this  clauj>e  in  con- 
nexion with  the  subsequent  provisions  of  that  in- 
strument, relating  to  the  same  subject,  the  force 
of  this  argument  will  be  found  to  be  greatly  di- 
minished, if  not  entirely  done  away.  By  one  of 
those  provisions  it  is  declared,  that  **  he  f  the  Pres- 
'  ident)  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice 
<  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  mske  treaties ; 
'  provided  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  oon* 
'  cur;"  and  by  another,  being  that  first  referred  to, 
such  treaty,  when  so  made,  is  declared  to  **  be  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land."  Thus  the  President 
and  Senate  are,  ia  express  terms,  authorixed  to 
make  a  treaty,  which  is  pronounced,  ia  terms 
equsUj  clear,  a  law  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
same  looting  with  the  other  laws,  made  pursuant 
to  the  Constitution.  They  must,  therefore,  be 
considered  as  vested  with  some  portion  of  legis- 
lative power ;  and  if  so,  the  general  expression, 
*^  all  legislative  powers,"  used  in  the  first  clause 
of  the  Constitution,  cannot  be  construed  accord- 
iog  to  the  literal  meaning  of  the  words,  but  must 
be  considered  as  restrained  by  the  express  terms 
of  the  subsequent  provisions  already  referred  to, 
and  as  oaly  vesting  those  general  powers,  subject 
to  the  modifications  thus  imposed.  This  construc- 
tion is  supported  by  the  rules  already  noticed,  and 
will  be  turiher  strengthened  by  another  view 
which  may  be  taken  ol  the  subject.  If  those  sev- 
eral provisions  were  construed  according  to  the 
literal  import  of  the  words  used  in  each,  they 
would  be  tnconsisteot  with  each  other,  and  some 
of  the  expressions  or  words  would  become  supers 
fluous  or  void ;  but  this  is  contrary  to  oae  of  the 
clearest  rules  of  construction,  by  which  every 
ciausei  expression,  and  word,  is,  if  possible,  to 
have  some  meaning — some  operative  eflect— and 
all  to  be  reconciled  and  rendered  consistent  with 
each  other.  In  the  construction  of  instruments 
of  this  kind,  we  should  likewise  keep  in  view  the 
particular  subject  to  which  each  provision  imoM- 
diately  relates ;  construe  the  words  used  with  a 
particular  reference  to  that  subject,  and  endeavor 
to  ascertain  the  intention  of  the  makers,  rather 
than  be  guided  solely  by  the  literal  import  of 
the  words;  and  here  the  msxim,  ^qtdhttrU  im 
Utenif  kcartt  m  eoi^lieef^  might  well  apply.  The 
framers  of  the  Coastitution,  when  adopting  the 
first  clause,  must  have  had  in  view  the  distri- 
bution of, the  general  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment among  the  several  departments  thei«olL 
That  clause  relates  exclusively  to  Coogress  as 
the  great  depository  of  general  legislative  pow* 
em,  and  should  be  constrtied  with  a  particular 
reference  to  the  functions  they  are  to  perform. 
For  the  purposes  of  internal  legislation,  no  doubt, 
all  legislative  powers  are  vested  in  them,  in  ex- 
clusion to  the  other  departments  of  the  (iovern- 
ment.  But  it  does  not  follow,  as  a  necesssry 
consequence,  that  those  powers  carried  with  them 
the  authority  to  direct  and  control  the  manage- 
ment of  our  foreign  relations.  That  subject  was 
not  then  taken  into  view ;  it  was  considered  in  a 
I  subsequent  part  of  the  Constitution;  and  as  it 
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divided?  And  is  not  this  cireumstaDce  itself 
sufficient  ground  to  legislate  oq  the  sobjecr,  that 
your  pablic  fuDctioDaries  may  have  some  uner- 
ring  guide  to  direct  their  conduct?  But  it  has 
been  alleged  this  would  be  sanctioning  an  en- 
croachment on  the  powers  of  the  Senate,  a  viola* 
tion  of  the  Constitution,  which  we  are  bound  to 
support.  If  the  measure  appeared  to  him  in  this 
light,  he  would,  Mr.  C.  said,  unite  with  gentle- 
men in  opposing  it.  He  admitted  each  depart* 
ment  should  move  within  the  sphere  assigned  it. 
He  had,  however,  heard  no  argument  that  con- 
vinced him  this  would  be  a  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution ;  and  he  was  unable  to  perceive  how  it 
could  be  so  considered. 

He  did  not  consider  the  power  of  the  Senate 
in  making  treaties  so  important — so  transcendent, 
as  they  had  been  represented.  How  is  a  treaty 
negotiated?  (said  Mr.  C.)  The  instructions  fur 
the  purpose  are  given  by  tlie  President,  without 
consulting  this  body,  (not  being  required  to  do  so 
by  the  Constitution ;)  the  treaty  is  formed  with- 
out your  knowledge;  and  the  only  agency  you 
have  in  the  business,  is,  when  laid  before  you  for 
ratification,  to  disapprove  or  approve  its  provisions, 
with  or  without  amendment,  and  advise  accord- 
injg;ly,  amounting  to  little  more  than  a  mere  neg- 
ativie.  Is  there  anything  in  this  to  justify  the 
Senate  in  considering  a  treaty  so  peculiarly  its 
own  offspring,  as  in  no  casa  to  allow  the  other 
House  any  agency  in  having  its  provisions  carried 
into  effect  ? 

It  may  here  be  asked  whether  it  be  competent 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  cases  requir- 
ing legislative  aid  for  executing  the  provisions  of 
a  treaty,  to  decide  on  the  policy  of  such  treaty  ; 
and  in  case  of  disapproving  it.  prevent  its  going 
into  effect  by  refusing  the  aid  required  ?  This  is 
a  question  which  once  agitated  the  great  political 
parties  in  this  country,  but  which  it  may  not  be 
necessary  to  discuss  on  the  present  occasion,  as 
no  difference  of  opinion  appears  to  exist  respect- 
ing the  policy  of  carrying  this  treaty  into  effect. 
As  the  subject,  however,  had  been  referred  to, 
he  would  (Mr.  C.  said)  very  briefly  state  the 
yiew  in  which  it  appeared  to  him.  When  a 
treaty  is  concluded  requiring  legislative  aid  to 
execute  its  provisions,  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives is  undoubtedly  bound  to  afford  that  aid  by 
all  the  obligations  which  the  pledged  faith  of  the 
nation  can  impose;  as  well  as  by  the  considera- 
tions arisinff  from  the  importance  to  the  national 
character  of  having  the  public  faith,  so  pledged, 
preserved  inviolate ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
members  of  that  body  must  take  into  considera- 
tion the  Constitution  under  which  they  act,  and 
which  they  are  bound  to  support;  the  great  inter- 
ests of  the  nation,  and  how  far  they  may  be  af- 
fected by  the  treaty  in  question ;  and  weighing 
ail  these  considerations,  must  have  the  right,  sub- 
ject only  to  the  responsibility  they  impose,  to  act 
as  free  agents,  to  exercise  their  free  will,  and  grant 
or  refuse  the  aid  required  according  to  the  best 
judgment,  guided  by  a  smgle  view  to  the  public 
good,  they  are  able  to  form  on  the  subject.  If 
their  assent  be  necessvy  to  give  effect  to,  and  ex-> 


ecnte  a  treaty,  thej  must  have  the  power,  thi 
right  to  ^rant  or  refuse  that  assent.  If  they  bavi 
no  right  in  any  case  to  deliberate  on  the  laws  re 
quisile  to  execute  a  treaty,  they  can  no  longer  b< 
viewed  as  the  representatives  of  a  free  people 
delegated  to  express  their  will,  or  as  the  goardiani 
of  their  rights,  but  only  as  the  instruments  of  th< 
treaiy«makinjr  power,  the  mere  registers  of  it^ 
edicts.  But  is  there  any  danger  to  beapprehendec 
to  the  Government,  to  the  public  interest,  fron 
the  view  which  has  been  taken  of  this  subject : 
Is  it  not  consistent  with  the  plan,  the  spirit  of  th( 
Constitution,  which  makes  the  different  depart 
ments  of  Qovernment  operate  as  checks  on  th( 
conduct  of  each  other,  and  thus  guard  against  i 
dangerous  preponderance  being  acquired  by  either' 
Some  gentlemen  seem  to  consider  the  Senau 
as  the  peculiar  gnardian  of  the  Constitution,  th< 
shield  of  the  Government  against  the  innovatin| 
spirit  of  the  popular  branch.  On  what  ground  is 
this  claim  set  up?  On  that  of  iu  superior  stability 
arising  from  its  permanent  character,  the  longei 
term  of  service  of  iu  members,  and  deriving  thei 
authority  from  the  State  Legislatures  insteac 
of  immediately  from  the  people.  He  conceives 
(Mr.  C.  said)  more  importance  was  attached  t( 
these  circumstances,  than  they  would,  on  ex- 
amination,  be  found  to  possess.  From  the  na 
ture  of  its  organization,  and  the  limited  oumbei 
of  which  it  consisted,  the  changes  it  underweni 
would  be  found  nearly,  if  not  quite  equal  to  thos< 
that  occurred  in  the  other  House ;  and  as  to  th< 
mode  in  which  its  members  were  chosen,  then 
was  but  one  step  between  them  and  the  people 
and  that  did  not,  in  his  opinion,  much  diminish 
their  dependence  on  them.  The  members  of  thi 
Legislature  being  elected  by  the  people,  and  im 
mediately  responsible  to  them,  would  generally 
in  choosing  a  Senator,  consult  their  will,  and  b< 
governed  as  much  thereby  in  this,  as  in  other  acti 
of  their  p«>litical  conduct.  Though,  therefore 
this  body,  in  its  organization,  partook  of  the  fed 
erative  character,  and  thereby  tended  to  equaliz< 
the  relative  weight  of  the  States  in  the  National 
Legislature,  yet,  deriving  its  origin  in  part,  in  the 
manner  just  stated,  from  the  will  of  the  people,  ii 
was  sulMtantialiy  dependent  on  them  as  well  ai 
the  other  House.  And  why  should  it  not?  This 
is  a  Government  formed  by  the  people,  (not  by  thi 
States,  as  such,)  deriving  all  iu  authority  froo 
them,  and  having  no  existence  separate  from  theii 
will ;  consisting  only  of  a  few  of  themselves  selected 
for  a  time  to  guide  the  vessel  of  Slate,  in  which 
all  are  equally  embarked  ;  and  having  performed 
the  duties  assigned  them,  retiring  again  into  th< 
walks  of  private  iife^  to  mingle  with  their  fellow 
citizens,  from  whom  they  had  emerged  by  the 
mere  force  of  public  opinion.  While,  therefore, 
on  the  one  hand,  there  appeared  no  sufficient  rea- 
son for  the  apprehended  encroachments  on  the 
privileges  of  the  other  House,  and  the  rights  ol 
the  people,  bv  the  treaty-making  power,  on  the 
other,  he  could  not  perceive  any  ground  to  justify 
the  dangers  apprehended  for  itie  stability  of  the 
Government  from  eneroachmenu  by  the  othei 
Hooae  on  the  Constitattonal  powers  of  this. 
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Sbhati. 


The  safety,  hovrever,  of  the  Coostitution,  aod 
of  public  Uberiy^  (said  Mr.  C.)  rests  od  founda- 
tions more  solid  than  the  permanent  character 
and  stability  of  tbiii,  or  the  political  honesty  of 
the  other  House  ;  it  rests  on  the  sound  sense,  in- 
telligence, and  public  virtue  of  the  people.  So 
lonff  as  these  remain  in  their  full  vigor,  so  long 
will  liberty  triumph  Over  all  attempts  to  subvert 
it;  but  should  the  people  become  enervated,  igno- 
rant, and  corrupt,  from  the  very  organization  of 
your  Government  not  only  the  members  of  the 
Les islature,  but  your  Ejceeuti ve  and  other  officers, 
and  all  engaged'in  the  management  of  public  af- 
fairs, if  they  do  not  lead  the  way  in,  must  partake 
of  the  same  degeneracy,  and  the  subversion  of 
liberty,  the  decline  and  final  ruin  of  the  Republic, 
inevitably  follow. 

When  Mr.  Campbell  had  concluded — 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robbbtb,  it  waa  agreed  to 
take  the  question  by  yeas  and  nays.    And  then 
the  Senate  adjourned. 

Fhioat,  January  19. 

Mr.  Williams  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Garrett^  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  praying 
payment  for  a  quantity  of  beef  aod  pork  lost  on 
Its  passage,  in  the  Mississippi,  to  New  Orleans, 
for  the  use  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  as 
stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  aod  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
Navy. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
infornaed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bin, 
entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Redman 
Goxe ;"  a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  George  Nebinger ;"  a  bill,  entitled 
**Ao  act  for  thie  relief  of  Jonathan  White;"  a  bill, 
entitled  **Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  John  G.  Camp;" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jooa- 
r/ian  Rogers,  junior,  of  Waterford,  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
eoficnrrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  five  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
to  regulate  the  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  the  territories  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, aecording  to  the  convention  concluded  the 
third  day  of  July,  1815 ;  and  the  ratifications  of 
which  were  exchanged  on  the  32d  day  of  De- 
cember, 1815." 

And  the  question  recurring,  ^*  Shall  this  bill 
be  read  a  third  timel"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative— -yeas  10,  nays  21.  as  follows: 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Bibb,  Condit,  Laeock,  Macon,  Mor- 
row, Roberts,  Ruggles,  Taylor,  Varanni,  and  Wilson. 

Naib — Moasrs.  Barbonr*  Barry,  Brown,  Chace, 
Daggett,  Dana,  Promentin,  Gaiilard,  Ooldsborongh, 
Horsey,  Howall,  Hunter,  King,  Maaon  of  New  Hamp- 
shire^ Talbot,  Tait,  Thompaon,  Tiehenor,  Tomer, 
Wells,  aod  Wittiams. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of 
public  lands,  reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

The  PRBSinsNT  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Qenaral  Land  Officei 


transmitting  a  report  of  the  eommisaioners  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  and  ad- 
justing claims  to  land  in  the  western  district 
of  the  late  Territory  of  Orleans,  now  State  of 
Lonisiana;  and  the  letter  and  report  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesident  of  the  United  States  : 

7b  the  Senate  and  House  of 

RepresenUUioeB  of  the  United  States  .* 

The  accompanying  extract  from  the  oocarrencea  at 
Fort. Jackson,  in  August,  1814,  dnriag  the  negotiatioa 
of  a  treaty  with  the  Indiana,  shows  that  the  friendly 
Creeks,  wishing  to  give  to  General  Jaokaon,  Benja- 
min Hawkins,  and  others,  a  national  mark  of  their 
gratitnde  and  regard,  conveyed  to  them,  respectively, 
a  donation  of  land,  with  a  request  that  the  grant  might 
be  duly  confirmed  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
BUtes. 

Taking  into  connderation  the  peculiar  circnmstan- 
cea  of  tlM  case— the  expediency  of  indulging  the  In- 
dians in  wtthes  which  they  associated  with  the  treaty 
aigned  by  them,  and  that  the  case  involves  an  iuTiting 
opportunity  lor  bestowing  on  an  officer,  who  has  ren- 
dered snch  illustrious  services  to  his  country,  a  token 
of  its  sensibility  to  them-— the  inducement  to  which 
cannot  be  diminished  by  the  delicacy  and  dtstnterest-' 
edness  of  his  propoasl  to  transfer  the  benefit  from  him- 
self: I  recommend  to  Congress  that  provision  be  made 
for  carrying  into  eflect  the  wishes  and  request  of  the 
Indians,  as  expressed  by  them.         J.  MADI60N. 

JAXVAaT  18,  1816. 

The  Message,  and  accompanying  extract,  were 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed, 
the  7th  of  December,  on  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  reward 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  United  States' 
brig  Argus;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
the  first  Monday  in  February  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tha 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  a  bill  to  authorize  a 
lottery  in  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia ;  and 
on  the  question,  *'  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Qeorge  S.  Wise,"  and  the  far- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  fix  the  com- 
pensations of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  therein 
mentioned;  together  with  the  aqaendment  report- 
^  thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Lacook,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Mom  OAT,  Jantiary  22. 
Abiiibtead  T.  Mason,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  v ar- 
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Javuasy,  1816 


ginia,  in  place  of  William  B.  Qiles,  resigned, 
arri?ed  oo  tiieSOth  iDsiaDt,and  this  day  produced 
his  credentials;  which  were  read,  and  the  oath 

Prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to  him,  and 
e  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Talbot  called  ap  the  petition  of  Nicholas 
BoiieTin,  presented  on  the  7th  of  February,  1815, 
prayioff  reimbaraement  for  certain  property  de- 
stroyed by  the  Indians,  as  stated  ia  the  petition ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Coiamiuee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

The  bill  eatitied  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Redman  Coxe,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as 
relates  to  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Cor- 
rmcv* 

The  bill  entitled  ""An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Qeorge  Nebinger,''  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill  entitled  '<An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jon- 
athan White,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed,  tbe  7th  of 
December,  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory^ 

The  bill  entitled  '•'An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
G.  Camp,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  eommiitee ;  and  Messrs.  Bar- 
BO0B,  WiLflON,  and  Robbrts,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jon- 
athan Rogers,  junior,  of  Waterford  to  the  Sute 
of  Connecticut."  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee ;  and  Messrs.  Daq- 
obtt,  Vabnum,  and  Robbbts,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ''An 
act  to  authorize  the  discharge  of  James  Jewett 
from  his  imprisonment/'  together  with  the  amend* 
ment  reported  thereto,  by  the  select  committee; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr*  VARifirM,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  authorizing 
the  sale  of  public  lands,  together  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
and  the  amendment  baring  been  agreed  to  with 
an  amendment,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  ''Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  fix  the 
compensations  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  there- 
in mentioned,  together  with  the  amendment  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee ;  and  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Laoock,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


sentatires  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  enclosin| 
the  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  nomination  ol 
two  persons,  une  of  whom  to  be  commissioned  t< 
fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Legislative  Council,  occa 
stoned  by  the  resignation  of  Thomas  Barnes 
which  was  read. 

The  Pbbbidbnt  also  communicated  the  memo 
rial  of  Daniel  C.  Lan«,  and  Patrick  Shields,  as 
sociate  judges  of  the  court  of  Harrison  county 
in  the  Indiana  Territory,  in  behalf  of  themselve 
and  the  said  county,  praying  an  additional  mem 
her  may  be  given  to  the  said  county,  should  th< 
Territory  be  authorized  to  elect  delates  to  mee 
in  convention,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memo 
rial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com 
mittee  appointed  the  2d  instant,  on  the  memoria 
of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Repre 
sentatives  of  the  Indiana  Territory. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  th< 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  fix  thi 
compensations  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  there 
in  mentioned,  together  with  the  amendment  re 
ported  thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and  oi 
motion,  by  Mr.  FnoMBiiTiif,  the  bill  was  recom 
mitted  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  i^iin 
members,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  thi 
expediency  of  increasing  the  salaries  of  all  thi 
officers  of  Government,  and  report  thereon ;  an< 
Messrs.  FBOMBMTiif,  Lacock,  Macon,  Daoobtt 
and  Vabnum,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  thi 
motion  made  the  15ih  instant,  for  the  appoint 
ment  of  a  committee  to  inquire  whether  any  pro 
vision  is  necessary  for  authorizing  the  pay  men 
of  the  sums  which  the  Senators  and  Representa 
tives  are  entitled  to  receive,  in  compensation  o 
their  services  ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  th< 
fur-ther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  u 
the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  public  lands 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pm,  and  that  the  titl< 
thereof  be,  '*An  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  lo 
of  ground  belonging  to  the  United  States,  situ 
ated  in  the  town  of  Alnoxville,  and  State  of  Ten 


T0E8DAT,  January  23. 
The  Pbbbidbnt  cothmunicated  a  letter  from 
Oabriei  Moore^  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 


» 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  th< 
Whole,  the  bill  eatitied  ''An  not  for  the  relief  o 
the  heirs  of  Qeorge  Nebinger." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wilson,  it  was  referred  t( 
a  select  committee ;  and  Messrs.  Robbrtb,  Wil* 
SON,  and  Macon,  were  appointed  the  committee 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  th< 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  'of  George  S.  Wise ;"  and  oo 
motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  ii 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
A&irs,  with  iastructiona  to  inquire  into  the  expe< 
diency  of  making  some  general  provisions  by  Ian 
for  similar  cases,  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Chace,  from  the  committee  appointed  oc 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  pen* 
sions  ot  Robert  White,  and  Jacob  Wrighter ;  and 
the  bill'was  read,  and  paned  to  a  second  reading 

And  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjoomed  uniii 
to-morrow. 
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Wbdnbsoat,  January  24. 

The  President  commanicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  od  the  petition  of 
James  Jewett,  referred  to  him  the  17th  instant ; 
and  the  report  was  read  ;  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Roberts,  that  it  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
BenatCLit  was  determined  in  the  ne|;atire. 

Mr.  Williams  presented  the  petition  of  Mat- 
thew W.  McCleilan,  late  second  lieatenant  in  the 
99th  regiment,  praying  to  be  released  from  ac- 
counting for  four  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars, 
alleged  to  have  been  stolen  from  him,  as  stated  in 
the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Roberts,  frtnn  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  C.  Morgan, 
attorney  in  fact  of  Xaverio  Nandi,  late  Consniar 
agent  of  the  United  States  at  Tripoli,  made  a 
report,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Roberts  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Xarerio  Nandi ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  RoBEBTS,  frooti  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Edward  Barry  and  Qeorge  Hodge ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  pensions  of  Robert 
While  and  Jacob  Wrighter,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and.  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  on  the  question,  ^ Shall  this  bill  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  T'  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmati?e. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ^An 
act  to  authorize  the  discharge  of  James  Jewett 
from  his  imprisonment,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
and  the  amendment  hating  been  rejected,  the 
President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House:  and  oo 
ibe  question,  ''Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  7^  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Bi6b  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Law  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, praying  the  dirislon  and  sale  of  certain 
open  squares  in  said  city,  as  slated  in  the  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  rcfad,  and  referred  to  a  select 
comipittee :  and  Messrs.  Bibb.  Mason  of  Virgi- 
nia, and  GoLDSBOROCGH,  were  appointed  tne 
committee. 


Thursday,  January  25. 

Mr.  VAaNUM  presented  the  memorial  of  Thoa. 
B.  Wait,  William  S.  Wait,  and  Silas  L.  Wait«  of 
Boston,  proposing  to  publiaii  an  improved  edition 
of  the  Sute  Papers  of  the  United  States,  and 
praying  the  patronage  of  Congress,  as  stated  in 
the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  publishing  documents, 
which  have  heretofore  been  deemed  confidential ; 
and  to  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Kmo,  VARifUir,  and 
Frohbntin,  be  the  committee. 

The  Prrsidbnt  oommuaicated  a  raport  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War^  compre- 


hending contraou  made  by  him  in  the  year  1815, 
and  those  made  hr  the  purchasing  and  ordnanee 
departments,  for  the  same  period,  in  compliance 
with  ''An  act,  eoncerniuff  public  eontracts," 
passed  the  21st  of  April,  1808 ;  and  the  report 
was  read. 

The  FREsiDBirr  also  eommuoieated  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  Denartmeot,  ia  rela- 
tion to  the  most  conTeoient  harbors  in  the  waters 
of  the  Chesapeake  bay  for  the  reception  of  shins 
of  war^  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  aist  of  December,  1815 ;  and  the 
report  was  read. 

Mr.  Bibb  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Rewohtdt  bv  the  SemUe  and  House  ofRepreuniaHoee 
of  the  Unitea  SUtUe  of  America  in  Congreu  ossem- 
Sied,  Thai  the  ibttowing  amendment  to  tSe  Constttn- 
tion  of  the  United  Steles  be  proposed  to  the  Legida* 
tufssof  the  several  States,  whieh,  when  raliied  1^  the 
Legislatures  ofthrse-foartlM  of  the  Slates,  shall  beTsl- 
id,  lo  all  intente  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  said  Con- 
stitution: 

The  Senaton  of  the  United  States  shall  be  chosen 
for  three  yearn. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  the  petition  of  Darid  Qeis- 
singer,  late  of  the  United  State's  sloop  of  war  the 
Wasp,  now  a  lieutenant  in  the  Nary,  prajing 
that  compensation  may  be  granted  to  the  officera 
and  crew,  and  their  legal  representatives,  of  the  late 
United  States'  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  in  oonsidera* 
tion  of  the  distinguished  and  eminent  serrices 
rendered  tu  the  country,  by  the  late  Captain 
Blakely,  his  officers,  and  crew,  as  stated  in  the 
petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''  An  act  to  continue  in  force  the 
act|  entitled  *  An  act  for  imposing  additional  dn- 
ties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im* 
ported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  a  bill, entitled  '^  An  act  to  con- 
tinue in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  layingadoty 
on  imported  salty  granting  a  bouoty  on  pickled  fish 
exported,  and  aliowanees  to  certain  vessels  employ- 
ed in  the  fisheries;"  a  hill,  entitled  ^'Aaact  to  repeal 
so  much  of  an  act,  passed  on  the  23d  of  Decern* 
ber,  1814,  as  imposes  additioqal  dutieaon  postage ;" 
also  a  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  continuing  in  force 
certain  acts  laying  duties  on  bank  notes,  refined 
sugars,  and  for  other  purposes;"  in  which  billi 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  four  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  PaoMBMTiM,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  bill  to  increase  the  pensions  of  Robert  White 
and  Jacob  Wrighter,  correctly  engrossed ;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Tigbbiior,  it  was  recommitted  to 
a  select  committee,  further  to  conaider  aud  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs. Chacb,  Barbour, and ^a- 
CON,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Varnitic  presented  the  memorial  of  Fran* 
cis  Le  Barron,  praying  a  grant  of  the  privilege  of 
openinff  and  working  any  copper  mine  which  he 
oiay  discover,  or  cause  to  be  diacoreced,  on  or 
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near  the  southerD  shores  of  Lake  Superior,  and 
OD  the  islands  thereof,  wiihto  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  for 
reasons  stated  in  in  the  memorial;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and 
Messrs.  Varndm,  Mason  of  Virginia,  and  Dao- 
OBTT,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  Greorge 
Mony  and  others,  stockholders  in  the  manufac- 
turing company  of  Lancaster,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  the  protection  of  Congress, 
as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
lates to  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  memorial  of  Charles 
Stewart,  on  behalf  of  himself,  the  officers,  and 
crew,  of  the  United  States'  ship  Constitution, 
praying  compensation  for  the  prize-ship  Lefant, 
which  was  forcibly  taken  possession  of  by  the 
enemy,  and  carried  from  out  the  harbor  of  Port 
Praya,  within  the  neutral  waters  of  the  Prince 
Re^fntof  Portngal,  as  slated  in  the  memorial; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Illinois  and  Wabash  Land  Companies,  by  Solo- 
mon fitting,  their  agent,  praying  relief  from  Con- 
gress, as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  7ih 
of  December,  on  the  m«morial  or  the  Legislative 
Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  A.  Thomas,  made  a  report  thereon. 

Mr.  B.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **Ao  act  to  author- 
ize the  payment  for  'property  lost,  captured,  or 
destroyed,  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,"  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

Mr.RoBBRTs  presented  the  memorial  of  Catha- 
rine Robertson,  pray  ingcompensation  for  services 
rendered  by  her  former  husband,  Jacob  Ritter, 
daring  the  Revolutionary  war,  as  stated  in  the 
memorial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  R.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Reiioef  and  Nathaniel  H.  Heath,  praying  remu- 
neration for  their  ropewalk  and  materials,  burnt 
by  the  enemy,  during  their  invasion  of  the  Citv 
of  Washington,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itarv  Affairs. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Xaverio  Nandi  was 
read  the  second  time;  and' the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Barry  and 
George  Hodge  was  read  the  second  time,  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 


Frioay,  January  26. 
Mr.  Daqoett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  for  ibe 


relief  of  Jonathan  Rogers,  jr.,  of  Waterford,  i 
the  State  of  Connecticut,"  reported  it  withot 
amendment. 

Mr.  D.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Robei 
Sewall,  praying  compensation  for  the  loss  an 
destruction  of  his  property  in  the  City  of  WasI 
ingtoo,  by  the  enemy,  which  was  occasioned  h 
having  his  house  converted  into  a  military  fo 
tress,  as  is  stated  in  the  memorial;  which  wj 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Militai 
Affairs. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Macoii, 

Beeolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasur 
be  directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  a  statemei 
exhibiting  the  amount  of  duty  paid  on  salt,  froi 
the  establishment  of  the  present  Government 
distinguishing,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  tt 
amount  paid  in  each  State,  and  the  amount  ( 
bounty  and  allowance  also  paid  in  lieu  of  drav 
back  in  each  State.   . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow, 

Beeolvedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  i 
inquire  whether  any  and  what  provision  is  n 
cessary  to  to  be  made  for  the  payment  of  pei 
sions  in  the  States  wherein  the  office  of  Coo 
missioner  of  Loans  is  not  established,  and  also  j 
the  several  Territories,  and  that  they  have  ieai 
to  report  by  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Morrow,  Talbot,  a  a 
Babry,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  Cbacr,  from  the  committee,  to  whom  wi 
recommitted  the  bill  to  increase  the  pensions  < 
Robert  White  and  Jacob  Wrighter,  reported 
with  amendments, 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  continue  in  fore 
the  act|  entitled  ^An  act  for  imposing  additions 
duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandis 
imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  and  U 
other  purposes;"  was  read  the  second  time,  an 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  so  muc 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Unite 
States  as  relates  to  Finance  and  a  Uniform  Ni 
tiooal  Currency. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  continue  in  fore 
^An  act  laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt,  grantio 
a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  allowanc 
to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries,"  wj 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  coo 
mittee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  < 
an  act,  passed  on  the  23d  day  of  December,  181 
as  imposes  additional  duties  on  postage,"  wi 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  same  con 
mittee. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  continuing  in  for< 
ceruin  acts,  laying  duties  on  bank  notes,  refine 
sugars,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  se* 
ond  time,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  committee  to  whoi 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  for  the  n 
lief  of  John  G.  Camp,"  reported  it  without  amen( 
ment;  and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Com  mi 
tee  of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  the  third  readinj 

Mr.  Froubntin,  from  the  Joint  Library  Con 
mittee,  made  a  report;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Fromrmtin,  frmn  the  aame  committee,  r 
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ported  a  biU,  further  proTidiog  for  the  Library  of 
Congress ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committeej  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  John  A.  Thomas;  where- 
upon, 

Resolved^  That  the  petition  of  John  A.  Thomas 
be  rejected. 

The  resolution  submitted  the  25th  instant,  for 
a  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  the  second  time;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  the  first  Monday  in  February  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  Slates,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  se* 
lect  committee;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  adjourned  (o  Monday. 


Monday,  Janoary  29. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, communicated  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Nary  Department,  with  several  statements, 
containing  the  estimates  of  expenses  necessary  to 
keep  in  service,  for  one  year,  a  74,  a  44,  and  a  22 
gtin  ship,  respectively;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  MoBROW  presented  the  petition  of  A.  John- 
ston and  others,  inhabitants  of  Coshocton  county, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  compensation  for 
horses,  wagons,  and  camp  equipage,  for  the  nse 
of  iQflitia  m  the  serviee  of  the  united  States,  as 
sraced  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  ItoBBRTcr  presented  the  memorial  of  George 
Roberts  and  others,  merchants  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  praying  provision  may  be 
made  for  the  continuation  of  the  present  rate  of 
duties,  for  a  certain  length  of  time;  or  for  the 
establishment  of  a  new  tariff,  at  the  time  when 
the  increased  doties  shall  cease  by  the  existing 
law,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  as  relates  to  Finance,  and  an 
Uniform  National  Currency. 

Mr.  Roberts  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
Richard  Caton  and  others,  praying  a  duty  may 
be  laid  on  alum  and  copperas  imported  into  the 
United  States,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memo- 
rial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  submitted  the 
following  resolution  for  consideration ;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading: 

Reaolvedf  by  M<  SeruUt  and  Bouse  of  RepresentO' 
Hvea  of  the  United  SUUea  of  America  in  Congress 
assemikdf  That  of  fhe  two  hundred  copies  of  the  doc- 
aments  ordered  to  be  printed  hy  a  resolve  of  the  Sen- 
ale  and  House  of  RepresentatiTes-  of  the  37th  of  Dc* 
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cember,  1813,  the  Secretary  of  State  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  anthorized  to  take  one  copy  for  each  of  the 
Judges  of  Uie  Supreme  Court  of  ^e  United  States, 
to  be  transmitted  to  ssld  Judges,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  oi  CongrsM  of  the  18th  of  April, 
1814. 

Mr.  WiLeoN  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Reaohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  Congress  a 
statement  of  Uie  actual  number  of  officers,  non-com- 
missioned officers,  musicians,  and  priYstes,  now  com- 
posing the  Military  Dstablishment  of  the  United  States, 
to  what  posti  they  are  distribaled,  and  the  number  at 
each  post,  respectively. 

The  bill  further  providing  for  the  Library  of 
Congress  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Xaverio  Nandi;  and,  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  thePBESinsNT  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly;  and  on  the  question^  "Shall  this 
bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was 
determine  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  fof  the  relief 
of  Edward  Barry  and  Greorge  Hodge;  and.  the 
bill  having  been  amended,  the  Pbbsioent  reported 
it  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, "  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  pensions  of  Robert  White  and  Jacob  Wright- 
er,  together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee;  and  the  amendments 
havinfr  been  agreed  to,  in  part,  the  Presidbnt  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  on 
the  question,  *' Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joaaihan  Rogers,  jun.,  of 
Waterford,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut;"  and.  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Dagobtt,  it  was  recommitted  to 
a  select  committee,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Dagogtt,  Robbbts,  and 
Vabnoh,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  as  relates  to  Finance,  and  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  billj  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  for  imposing  additional  du- 
ties upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im^ 
ported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  aiKi  for 
other  purposes,"  reported  it  with  amendments; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
continue  in  force  an  act  entitled  'An  act  lay- 
ing a  duty  on  imported  salt,  granting  a  bounty 
on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  allowances  to  cer- 
tain vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 
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Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal 
80  much  of  an  act,  passed  on  the  23d  day  of  De- 
cember, 1814,  as  imposes  additional  do  ties  on 
postage,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'Ao  act  con- 
tinuing in  force  certain  acts  laying  duties  on  bank 
notes,  refined  sugars,  and  for  other  purposes,"  also 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
G.  Camp,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Ao 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
military  serrice  of  the  United  States,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  se- 
lect committee;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lacocx, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Kino  presented  the  memorial  of  Waller 
Willis  and  others;  merchants  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  double  duties  da  im- 
portations, to  the  31st  of  December  next  and 
representing  the  partial  operation  of  the  Stamp 
act;  and  the  memorial  was  rea3,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  on  so  much  of  the  Mes« 
sage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
lates to  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Cur- 
rency. 


TusaDAY,  January  30. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
T.  Worthington,  QoTernor  of  Ohio,  with  a  copy 
of  resolutions  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  that 
State,  disapproving  of  the  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Staler,  proposed  by 
the  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  Massachusetts 
and  Connecticut;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Kino  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  praying  the  reimbursement  of  certain 
sums  advanced  and  expended  in  the  defence  of 
the  Third  Military  District,  as  ftated  in  the  me- 
morial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee;  and  Messrs.  Kino,  Varnum,  and 
Tait,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Williams  presented  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
Hart  and  others,  of  Blount  county,  in  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  remonstrating  against  the  transpor- 
tation and  opening  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee, to  whom  were  referred,  on  the  22d  of 
December,  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Beaver  county,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  on 
the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Williams  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Richard  Mitchell,  of  the  county  of  Hawkins,  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  praying  remission  of  cer- 
tain judgments  obtained  against  him,  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  circuit  court  at  Knoxville,  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  for  reasons  therein  stated 
at  large ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee;  and  Messrs.  Williams, 


Talbot,  and  IfAcoN,  were  appointed  the  com 
mittee. 

Mr.  Wells  presented  the  petition  of  Isaa 
Briggs,  praying  relief  in  the  settlement  of  his  ac 
counts,  as  survevor  of  the  lands  of  the  Unite 
States  sooth  of  the  State  of  Tennessee ;  and  coa 
pensation  for  exploring  and  ascertaining  the  tc 
poffraphy  of  a  post  route  from  Washington  Cit 
to  New  Orleans,  as  stated  in  the  petition;  whic 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee ;  an 
Messrs.  Wells,  Macon,  and  Cbacb,  were  af 
pointed  the  committee. 

Mr,  GoLDSBORouae  presented  the  memorial  ( 
Robert  Gilmore  and  Sons,  and  others, citizens  an 
merchants  of  Baltimore,  praying  a  continuaoc 
of  the  double  duties  on  importations  to  the  30t 
of  November  next,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  mi 
morial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Con 
mittee  appointed  on  so  much  of  the  Message  < 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  t 
Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

Mr.  Daoobtt  presented  the  petition  of  Talco 
Wolcott,  of  Hartford,  in  the  State  of  Connecticu 
praying  relief  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  noi 
importation  laws,  as  suted  in  the  petition;  whic 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last  mei 
tioned. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  memorial  of  D.  L; 
man,  in  behalf  of  the  woollen  manufacturers  * 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Islan 
praying  the  protection  of  Congress,  as  stated  i 
the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
the  Committee  appointed  on  so  much  of  the  Me 
sage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  r 
lates  to  Manufactures. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tl 
motion  made  the  29th  instant,  by  Mr.  Wilsoi 
which  was  amended,  and  agretfd  to,  as  follows : 

Rmhed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  8ut 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate 
statement  of  the  actual  number  of  officers,  non-coi 
missioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  now  coi 
posing  the  Militaj^  Establishment  of  the  United  Stati 
to  what  posts  they  are  distributed,  and  the  number 
each  post,  retpectivelj. 

The  resolution  directing  a  copy  of  the  doc 
menu,  printed  by  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  tl 
27th  of  December,  1813,  to  be  transmitted  to  eat 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was  read  tl 
second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
the  Whole;  and  on  the  question,  "Shall  this  r< 
olution  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?" 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  t 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  pi 
viding  for  the  Library  of  Congress;  and  on  m 
tion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  further  considerati< 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  t 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hilt,  entitled  **/ 
act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  entitled  '  An  a 
for  imposing  additional  duties  upon  all  goo< 
wares,  and  merchandise  imported  from  any  f( 
eign  port  or  place,  and  for  other  purposes,'''  i 
gether  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  1 
the  select  committee;  and  the  amendments  hari 
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been  amed  to,  the  President  reported  Che  bill 
to  the  HoQse  aecordiogly. 

Oa  motion,  by  Mr.  QoLOSBOBOuaB.  to  strike 
out  the  first  lection  of  the  bill,  it  was  determined 
in  the  neffative — yeas  4,  nays  27,  as  folio ws: 

YxAs>--Me8srs.  Dsna,  Goldsborongh,  Bfason  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  Thompson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chace, 
Oondit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,6aillard,  Howell,  Hnnter, 
King,  Laoock,  Macon,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow, 
Roberts,  Ruggles,  Talbot,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tichanor,  Tni^ 
ner,  Vamnm,  Wells,  Williams,  and  Wilson* 

On  tbe  question^  '^Siiall  the  amendments  be  en- 
groesed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  lime  as  amend- 
%dV^  it  WM  determined  in  the  affirmati?e. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  to  repeal  so  mueh  of  an  act,  passed  on  the2dd 
of  December,  1814,  as  imposes  additional  duties 
on  postage ;"  and  no  amendment  baring  been  pro- 
posed thereto,  the  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wiu>le,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  **Aa 
act  continuing  in  force  certain  acts  laying  duties 
on  bank  notes,  refined  sugars,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  and  no  amendment  having  been  proposed 
thereto,  the  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  oi  the  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt,  granting  a  bounty 
on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  allowances  to  cer- 
tain Tessek  employed  in  the  fisheries." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Macon,  the  farther  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  Thursday 
next. 

Tiie  bill  to  increase  tbe  pensions  of  Robert 
White  and  Jacob  Wrighter  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  tbe  blanks  G\\^  with  the  word  ^iwenix.^ 

M99olved^  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  ''An  act  to  increase  the  pensions  of 
Robert  White  and  Jacob  Wrighter." 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relef  of  Edward  Barry  and 
George  Hodge  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Xarerio  Nandi  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Brovn,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled 
!'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  White,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  toe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Martin  Cole,  John  Pollock,  George  West- 
ner,  and  Abraham  Welty,''  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  same'committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Charles  Markin,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 


Wednesday.  January  31. 

The  Presidrnt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
BecreUryof  the  Navy  Department,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  William  Garrett,  referred  to  him  on  the 


19th  instant!  and  the  report  was  read  and  re 
ferred,  togetner  with  the  petition  and  the  ac- 
companying papers,  to  tbe  Committee  on  Naral 
Affairs. 

Mr.  RuooLta  presented  the  petition  of  Edward 
Wilson,  of  Belmont  county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
praying  tbe  priTilege  of  applying  the  amount  of 
two  pavmenu  he  has  made  on  a  quarter  section 
of  land,  purchased  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
payment  of  any  other  unlocated  land  in  the  State 
which  he  may  think  proper  to  enter,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  the  7th  of 
December,  on  tbe  memorial  of  the  Legislatire 
Council  and  House  of  RepresentatiTes  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  Mtition  of  Harman 
Hendricks,  roercbant  of  New  x  ork,  praying  res- 
titution of  moneys  illegally  exacted  from  bim  by 
the  collector  of  New  York,  as  duties  on  copper  of 
a  certain  description,  as  stated  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee; and  Messrs.  Sahpord,  Brown,  and  Cbacr, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  engrossed  resolution  directing  a  copy  of 
the  documents  printed  by  a  resolre  of  Congress, 
of  the  27th  December,  1813,  to  be  transmitted  to 
each  of  tbe  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  Martin  Cole.  John  Pollock, 
George  Westner,  and  Abraham  Welly  f^  and  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  the  bill 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act,  continuing  in  force 
certain  acts  laying  duties  on  bank  notes,  refined 
sogers,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  a  third 
time ;  and  amended  by  unanimous  cofiseat. 

Buoltfedf  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendment. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of 
an  act  passed  on  the  23d  of  December,  1814>  as 
imposes  additional  duties  on  postage ;"  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act 
to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  for 
imposing  additional  duties  upon  all  goods^  waresy 
ana  merchandise,  imported  from  any  foreisn  port 
or  place,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  readfa  third 
time  as  amended;  ana  on  the  question  "Shall 
this  bill  pass  as  amended  1"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirms  tive— yeas  25,  nays  5,  as  follows : 

YsAS^-Messnb  Barbour,  Bany*  Bibb,  Brown,  Chaos, 
Condit,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Hunter,  Laoook, 
Mssott  of  New  Hsmpshire,  Mason  of  Viiginia,  Motiow, 
Koberts,  Baggies,  Sanibrd,  Tslbot,  Tsit,  Taylor,  Tur- 
ner, Varnom,  Wells,  Williamf^  and  Wilson. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Dana,  Goldsboroogh,  Horssy, 
Thompson,  and  Tichenor. 

So  it  was  Beaolvedf  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the 
law  of  cosu ;"  in  which  they  request  the  concur* 
rence  of  the  Senate. 
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The  bill  last  mentioaed  was  lead,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'Ao 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost, 
captured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  tne  se- 
lect committee ;  and  Mr.  Vabnum  was  requested 
to  take  the  Chair. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lacock,  to  amend  the  pro- 
posed fifth  section,  by  inserting  the  word  ^'  or" 
before  the  word  "  consumed,"  in  the  fifth  Hoe  \ 
and  to  strike  oat  the  words  "or  injured,"  in  the 
same  line ;  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  22,  nays  9,  as  follows : 

Tbas— -Messes.  Barbonr,  Bany,  Bibb,  Ghace,  Con- 
dit,  Daggettt  Dana,  Horsey,  HoweU»  Lacock,  Mason 
of  I^ew  Hampshire,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Talbot,  Tail, 
Taylor,  Thompson*  Tichenor,  Turner,  Vamum,  Wil- 
liams, and  WilMdAi 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Fromentin,  Goldsborough, 
Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Buggies,  Banford, 
and  Wells. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  bill  was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs, 
further  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  White ;"  and  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  the 
bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Markin  ;"  and  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  the 
bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr*  Barry  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying  an 
allowance,  in  money  or  land,  may  be  made  by 
Congress  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  volunteers 
of  that  State,  who  may  have  died  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Afiaira. 


The  bill  entiUed  ""An  act  for  the  relief  o 
Charles  Markin,"  was  read  a  third  time,  am 
passed. 


Tbursoat,  February  1. 

Mr.  Samford  presented  the  petition  of  James 
P.  Watson,  of  New  York^  praying  to  be  placed 
on  the  pension  list,  as  a  lieutenant  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  for  reasons  slated  in  the 
petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Afihirs,  to"  consider  and 
report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  alter  and  amend 
the  law  of  costs,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee ;  and  Messrs.  Rob- 
erts, Daqobtt,  and  Rdoglbs,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  *<An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Martin  Cole,  John  Pollock,  Qeorge  Westner,  and 
Abraham  Welty,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jon- 
athan WLite,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


Frioay,  February  2. 

The  President  communieated  a  letter  froc 
the  Commiasioaer  of  the  Gkoeral  Land  Offici 
with  a  supplementary  report  of  the  commission 
en  appointed  to  aseertain  and  adjust  claims  fc 
land  in  the  late  Territory  of  Orleaaa,  now  Stai 
of  Louisiana;  which  was  read,  and  referred  t 
the  committee  appointed  the  7th  of  Deoember,  o 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississi; 
pi  Territory. 

Mr.  DAaQBTT  presented  the  petition  of  Williat 
S.  Hotchkiss  and  others,  citisens  of  Newburn,  i 
the  State  of  Coanecticut,  coneeraed  in  the  bus 
ness  of  rope-making,  praying  a  law  may  be  passe 
granting  a  suitable  drawback  of  the  duties  o 
foreign  hemp  manufactured  into  cordage  in  tfa 
United  States,  and  thence  exported,  or  some  oth< 
relief,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition ;  whio 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  appoin 
ed  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  < 
the  United  States  as  relates  to  Maonfactures. 
.  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Sanford,  the  committc 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Harma 
Hendricks  was  discharged  from  the  further  consic 
eration  thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  theCommi 
tee  appointed  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  xl 
President  of  the  United  Sutea  as  relates  to  F 
nance  and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tli 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  pr< 
vi ding  for  the  Library  of  Congress,  and  Mr.  Vai 
HUH  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair ;  and 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  strike  out  the  4th,  5t 
6th,  ai^d  7th  sections  of  the  bill,  and  proposed  f< 
consideration  sundry  new  sections  to  be  insert* 
in  lieu  thereof;  which  were  read,  and,  on  motic 
by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  further  consideration  of  tk 
bill  and  amendments  were  postponed  until  Moi 
dav  next. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wi 
referred  the  memorial  of  Thomas  B.  Wait  an 
Sons,  prayiag  for  eneonragement  in  the  printir 
of  a  second  and  improved  edition  of  the  publ 
documents,  to  be  comprised  in  nine  volumes,  r 
ported  the  following  resolution;  which  was  rei 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Buohtdf  That  five  hundred  copies  of  the  State  p 
pars  and  public  documents  propoaed  to  be  printed  1 
T.  B.  Wait  and  Sons,  be  taken  for  the  use  of  Co 
greas  and  the  aeveral  Executire  departments;  T.  1 
Wait  and  Sons  engaging  to  deliver  the  same  at  tl 
Department  of  State,  in  well  bound  relumes,  at  tv 
doUan  and  a  qoarter  for  each  volume. 

The  Senate  ad^oorned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  February  5. 

Robert  Q.  Harper,  appointed  a  Senator  I 

the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  fro: 

the  29th  of  January,  1816,  to  the  3d  of  Marc 

1821,  produced  his  credentials,  which  were  rea< 
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BBd  tk«  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  admiaistered 
to  him,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  PBEfliDBNT  commaaicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience  to 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  26ih  of  Jan- 
nary,  1816,  exhibiting  the  amount  of  duties  re- 
ceived on  imported  salt,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  present  Government,  to  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1814^  and  the  bountv  i»id  on  the  exportation 
of  pickled  fish  and  salted  provisions ;  and  the  re- 
port was  read. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Sec* 
retBry  of  the  Navy,  oa  the  paiitioB  of  William 
Garratt,  reported  the  foUowiag  resolotion ;  which 
was  read: 

MUiolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is 
uiireasoBable,  and  ougnt  not  to  be  j^ratited. 

Mr.  Sanpobd  presented  the  petition  of  Lathrop 
Thompson  and  others,  of  Southold,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  remonstrating  against  the  transpor- 
tation and  opening  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Samforo,  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  on  the  22d  of  December,  the  peti- 
tions of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Beaver  county,  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  CoMDiT  presented  the  petition  of  a  nusiber 
of  widows,  orphans,  and  femaleSi  of  New  Man- 
o&ester,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  praying  ihe 
encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures,  fbrrea- 
BOOB  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  w«s  read,  and 
leferred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufaotores. 

Mr.  Samvobb  gave  notiee  that,  to-morrow,  he 
olnratd  ftsk  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  concerning  cer- 
falfi  cottHs  of  the  United  States,  in  the  State  of 
New  York. 

Mr.  Lacoce  communicated  a  resolution  of  the 
Lejfslatnre  oi  the  Oommonwealch  of  Pennsyl- 
raoia,  instructing  the  Senators,  and  requesting 
the  Representatives  of  that  State,  in  Congress,  to 
Use  tiieir  endeavors  to  procure  the  passage  of  a 
law  dividing  the  Stale  of  Pennsylvania  into  two 
districts,  and  establishing  a  district  and  circuit 
court  01  the  United  States,  at  Piiuburg,  in  the 
oooniy  of  Alleghany. 

WhereupoB,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Laoocb, 

Jtemdvedt  That  a  comimttee  be  appointed  to 
inqQire  into  the  expediency  of  dividing  the  State 
of  FeiftBsylvaasB  into  two  oislncUj  and  tvtablish- 
Mg  a  district  aad  circuit  eoart  ef  the  United 
States  at  Pittsbarg,  in  the  county  of  Alleghany. 

Oriend,  That  Messrs.  Lacoci^,  RoBBttte,  and 
Cbacb,  be  the  committee. 

The  resolution  for  purchasing  five  hundred 
copies  of  the  State  papers  and  puolic  documents, 
proposed  to  be  printed  by  T.  B.  Wait  and  Sons', 
iras  amended  and  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole*  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  reward 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  United  States' 
hr^  Argus;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  the 
farther  consideratioo  thereof  waa  postponed  mitil 
to-morrow* 

Tlie  Senate  lesaaMdy  as  ia  Comiaittee  of  the 


Whole,  the  considerBtioB  of  the  resolatioa  for  a 
proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Slates,  that  the  Senators  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  chosen  for  three  years ;  and,  oB 
motion  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponea  until  Monday  neit. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreseatatiFea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  repeal  the  daties  on 
certain  articles  manufactured  within  the  United 
States;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concar- 
renee  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  raeatioaed  was  read,  aad  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Gokamtttee  of  the 
Whole,  the  considefatton  of  the  bill  further  pro- 
viding for  the  Library  of  Congress,  together  with 
the  amendments  proposed  tl^eto ;  and,  on  ttio- 
tioB  by  Mr.  Tavlob,  the  bill  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  FBOHBimif ,  Tatlob,  and 
Goldsbobodob,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bitlj  entitled  "An 
act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  '  An  act 
laying  a  doty  on  imported  salt,  granting  a  bounty 
on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  allowances  to  cer- 
tain vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Daqgbtt,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


TusflBAT,  February  fi. 

Mr.  Fbqmentin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  further  providing  for  the 
Library  of  Congress,  reported  it  ameaded. 

Mr.  Vabnum,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  tJie  memorial  of  Francis  Le  Birroa, 
reported  a  bill,  authorizing  the  opening  aad  work- 
iag  copper  mifies  on  Lake  Superior,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  and  the  bill  Was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs^o  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James 
P.  Watson,  reported  the  following  reeolation; 
which  waareao : 

Ruohtd,  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  graat 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  and  that  he  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

Affreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Sanfobb 
asked  and  ootaioed'  leave  to  bring  in  a  bil^  eoa- 
cerning  certain  courts  of  the  United  States,  ia 
the  State  of  New  York;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Naval  Committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  William  Oarratt.  Where- 
upon, 

JReBoived,  That  the  prayer  of  ihe  petitioner  is 
unreasonable,  and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution,  authorizing  the  purchase  of  fire  htta- 
dred  copies  of  State  papers,  proposed  to  be  pdb^ 
lished  by  T.  B.  Wait  and  Sons,  which  was  amend- 
ed and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

iiese/vSi,  ThMftvehuadredoopiee  of  the  State 
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papers  and  public  doeumeaCB,  proposed  to  be 
printed  by  T.  B.  Wait  and  Sons,  be  taken  for  the 
use  of  Congress,  and  the  several  ExeeatiTe  de- 

SarCments ;  T.  B.  Wait  and  Sons,  enmit^ff  <o 
eli?er  the  same  at  the  Department  of  State  in 
well  bound  volumes,  at  two  dollars  and  a  quarter 
for  each  volume. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Varnuii,  the 
said  resolution  was  recommitted  to  Messrs.  Kino, 
VABHnM,  and  Frombntin,  with  instmctions  to 
report  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbbident  op  thb  Unitbd  Statbs  : 

To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

Bepreeentatkfeo  of  the  United  Statee: 
It  is  npreaented,  that  the  lands  in  the  Michigan 
Toiritoiy,  dedgnatad  by  law  towards  satisfying  land 
bounties  promised  the  soldiers  of  the  late  anny,  are  so 
covered  with  swamps  and  lakes,  or  otherwise  unfit 
Jmt  eoUiTation,  that  a  very  inconsiderable  proportion 
can  be  applied  to  the  intended  grants.  I  recommend, 
therefore,  that  other  lands  be  designated  by  Congress, 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  deficiency. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

FXBXDABT   6,  1816. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  to  repeal  the  duties 
on  certain  articles  manufactured  within  the  Uni* 
ted  States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  appointed  on  so  much  of 
the  Message  of  the  Presiaent  of  the  United  States 
as  relates  to  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National 
Currency. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  oi  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
''Ab  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act.  entitled  *An 
BCt  laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt,  granting  a 
bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  allowances 
to  certain  vessels  employea  in  the  fisheries ;"  and 
on  the  question,  **  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  ?"  It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeaa 
23tiiays  6,  aa  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Bairy,  Bibb,  Brawn,  Campbell, 
Chaee,  Oondit,  Gaillard,  Hotsey,  Howell,  Hnnter, 
Xing,  Lacock,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of 
Vuginia,  Morrow,  Boggles,  Sanlbrd,  Tait,  Talbot^ 
Tavlor,  Wells,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Goldsborougb,  Macon,  Thompson, 
Tichenor,  Tomer,  and  Vamnm. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  to  reward 
the  oflioers  and  crew  of  the  United  States'  brig 
Argus ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Thurs- 
day next 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMBNTa 

Mr.  MoRBOW,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  relates  to  roads  and  canals, 
made  a  report  in  part,  which  was  read,  together 
with  a  bill,  making  appropriation  for  the  con- 
atruction  or  roads  and  canals;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  report  and  bill  are  as  follows : 

That  a  view  of  the  extent  of  tenitoiy,  the  number  | 


and  magnitude  of  navigable  lakes,  riTen,  and  bayi 
the  variety  of  climate,  and  consequent  divernty  of  pn 
dactions  embraced  by  the  United  States,  cannot  fail  1 
impose  the  cooWction,  thtt  a  capacity  exists  in  thi 
country  to  maintain  an  extensive  internal  oommero 
The  Yaiiety  of  productions  peculiar  to  the  several  part 
invites  to  the  prosecntion  of  a  commerce  of  the  moi 
interesting  kind.  A  commerce  internal,  subject  solel 
to  the  regulations  of  the  country,  not  dependent  on,  < 
materially  effected  by  the  vidsdtndes  of  foreign  con 
petition  or  collisions ;  the  profits  on  which  will  rest  i 
the  country,  and  msike  an  addition  to  the  wealth  i 
the  nation.  8nch  a  commerce  will,  in  ita  natural  tei 
dency,  create  interests  and  feelings,  consonant  wit 
the  grsat  interests  of  the  community,  Any  practicabl 
scheme,  therefi»re,  fiir  improrementof  roads  and  inlan 
naTigation,  having  for  its  object  Uie  enoouragemei 
and  extension  of  a  oommeroe  so  beneficial,  has  stron 
claims  to  the  attention  and  aid  of  GovemmeBt,  const 
tuted  to  promote  the  general  welfiue. 

Sndi  improvements,  executed  on  an  extensive  scal< 
wonld  unqnestionably  contribute  to  the  general  interai 
and  increase  of  wealth  in  the  nation,  for,  whatever  ten^ 
to  accelerate  the  progress  of  industry,  in  its  varioii 
and  particular  branches,  or  to  remove  the  obstacles  I 
its  full  exertion,  must,  in  the  result,  produce  that  effec 
The  contemplated  improvement  in  roads  and  canal 
by  extending  the  communication  for  commercial  an 
personal  intercourse,  to  the  interior  and  distant  pari 
of  the  Union,  wonld  bestow  common  benefits,  and  gii 
an  enlarged  fi^ulty  to  the  great  branches  of  nationi 
industry,  whether  agricultual,  commercial,  or  mam 
fiMturing. 

The  agricultural  products,  wfaidi  at  present,  froi 
inconvenient  distance,  their  wei^t,  or  bnlk,  are  m 
portable,  could  then  be  carried  to  a  distant  market 
the  ^reduction  on  the  charge  for  traai^ortation  wool 
beeome an  addition  to  the  price;  and  a  ready  marke 
and  increased  price,  enhance  the  value  of  the  lan< 
from  which  the  products  were  dimwn. 

The  general  commerce  of  the  country  would  thereb 
receive  a  proportional  advantage  from  the  increase  < 
the  qnanttty  of  articles  for  exportation,  the  facility  an 
extension  to  the  vending  of  imported  commodities,  i 
also  from  a  more  general  consumption  arising  from  a 
increased  abifiw  in  the  commomty  to  purchase  sue 
commodities.  To  manulactnrers  a  reduction  on  tfa 
charge  for  transportation  of  the  raw  material,  an 
wrought  commodity,  would  be  highly  beneficial.  Tfa 
benefidal  efiects  on  individual  interests,  and  the  ges 
era!  wealth  in  society,  arising  from  a  system  of  chea 
conveyance^  by  artificial  roads  and  canals,  does  nc 
rest  on  speculative  opinion  or  abstract  reasonings  ft 
confirmation ;  all  doubts  as  to  the  advantages,  hav 
been  removed  hj  the  teat  of  experience  in  every  ooui 
try,  where  such  improvements  nave  been  executed  o 
a  liberal  scale. 

To  insure  to  the  pursuits  of  useful  industry  in  a  ni 
tion,  a  state  of  the  greatest  prosperity,  it  is  only  necei 
sary  to  protect  their  interests  from  foreign  aggression,  t 
leave  them  unrestrained  by  artificial  proviaions,  and  i 
remove,  or  ameliorate,  the  natural  obstacles  to  thei 
exertion,  by  pnblie  works,  rendering  conveyance  prac 
ticable  and  cheap. 

Such  public  works,  while  they  are  calculated  to  sub 
serve  the  pecuniary  interests  of  every  industrious  claa 
of  the  community,  are  highly  important  in  a  politics 
point  of  view.  The  citiiens,  in  the  most  remote  parti 
would  be  brought  into  close  connexion,  by  a  fadlit; 
to  cofluneretal  and  peraonal  intarcouiae.    The  commoi 
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interettfl  and  identity  of  feelings  thence  arising,  would, 
u  a  cement  to  the  parts,  bind  together  the  whole,  with 
the  strong  bond  ^interest  and  affection,  giving  stabil- 
ity and  perpetuity  to  the  Union ;  and,  as  a  means  of 
security,  tend  to  increase  our  capacity  for  resistance 
to  foreign  aggressions,  by  rendering  less  expensive,  and 
more  effective,  our  military  operations.  The  disadvan- 
tages experienced  and  heavy  charges  incurred  during 
the  late  war,  ibr  want  of  inland  navigation  along  the 
seaeoast,  connecting  the  great  points  of  defence,  are  of 
too  recent  date,  and  decisive  a  character,  to  require 
any  other  demonstration  that  a  fecility  in  inland  com- 
mumcataon  constitutes  a  principal  means  of  national 
defence. 

It  is  believed  that  improvements  so  important  to  the 
political  and  general  interest  of  society,  stand  strongly 
re^mmended  to  die  attention  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture. The  General  Oovemment  alone  possess  the 
means  and  resources  to  give  direction  to  works  calcu- 
lated fer  general  advantage,  and  to  insure  their  com- 
plete execution. 

The  psrticular  objects  of  this  kind,  to  which  public 
aid  should  be  given,  the  means  to  be  employed,  and 
the  mode  of  applying  the  public  moneys  remain  to  be 
considered. 

The  objects  are,  such  artificial  roads  and  canals  as 
are  practicable  of  execution,  and  which  promise  a 
general  or  extensive  advantage  to  the  community ; 
others,  of  minor  importance,  that  are  local  in  their  na- 
ture, and  will  produce  only  local  benefits,  will,  more 
properly,  be  left  for  execution  to  the  means  and  en- 
terprise of  individualsi  or  to  the  exertions  of  particu- 
lar States.  It  is,  indeed,  a  political  maxim,  well  at- 
tested by  experience,  that  wherever  private  interests 
are  competent  to  the  provision  and  application  of  their 
own  instruments  and  means,  such  provision  and  means 
should  be  left  to  themselves. 

The  great  woiks  which  are  calculated  for  national 
advmntage,  either  in  a  military  or  commercial  view, 
their  execution  must  depend  (at  least  for  aid)  on  the 
General  Government.  Wherever  great  obstacles  are 
to  be  overcome,  great  power  and  means  must  be  em- 

Sloyed.  To  such  works  the  means  of  associated  in- 
ividuals  are  incompetent,  and  the  particular  States 
may  not  have  a  sufficient  interest  in  the  execution  of 
works  of  the  most  essential  advantage  to  other  parts 
of  the  community.  In  other  cases>  where  interest 
might  be  suffidentiy  operative,  the  means  or  the  power 
may  not  be  ponessed,  their  territorial  jurisdiction  be- 
ing limited  shoit  of  the  whole  extent  of  the  work. 

Among  many  other  objects  of  improvement  in  in- 
land navigpation  and  road%  coming  within  the  above 
description,  the  following  appears  to  be  recommended 
by  their  importance  to  the  attention  of  Congress :  1  st. 
Canals  opening  an  inland  navigation  along  the  At- 
lantic seaeoast  Ed.  A  great  turnpike  road  from  North 
to  South.  8d.  Turnpike  roads  forming  communications 
between  the  Atiantic  and  Western  rivers.  4th.  Mili- 
tary roads  communicating  with  the  frontier  pAts ;  and, 
6th.  A  canal  around  tiie  Falls  of  Ohio,  or  opening  the  bed 
of  the  river  at  that  place. 

•  The  present  state  of  the  national  finances,  and  the 
effect  which  engaging  in  many  expensive  works  at  the 
same  time  would  pn^uce,  in  raising  the  price  of  labor, 
seems  to  point  out  the  policy  of  applying  the  public 
means  to  one,  or  only  a  few  of  these  objects,  in  the 
first  instance. 

The  difficulty  and  delioaey  of  selecting  a  particular 
object  from  among  many  o&ers  of  acknowledged  im- 


portance and  great  interest,  is  sensibly  felt  In  mak- 
ug  the  decirion,  general  interests  must  be  kept  in 
view,  and  be  held  superior  to  local  considerations.  It 
appears  proper,  that  when  the  Government  authorise 
the  expenditure  and  application  of  public  moneys,  to 
one  of  these  objects,  they  should  at  the  same  time 
adopt  a  system,  calculated  to  insure,  in  due  time,  the 
execution  of  other  works  requiring  their  aid. 

After  due  consideration,  and  that  examination  which 
the  committee  have  been  able  to  give  to  the  subject, 
they  respectfully  raoommend  to  the  first  attention  of 
Congress,  **the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal/' 
being  in  their  opinion  of  the  first  importance,  and  re- 
quiring the  aid  of  the  General  Government  It  forms 
the  cmtral  Imk  in  that  great  chain  of  inland  naviga- 
tion along  the  seaeoast,  proposed  to  be  opened.  It  is 
believed,  from  the  best  evidence,  to  be  practicable  of 
execution,  and  of  itself^  unconnected  with  other  im- 
provements, will  aflbid  the  most  extensive  advantages. 
On  this  the  committee  will  make  a  special  report 

Of  tike  different  modes  vrhich  might  be  devised  of 
applying  puMic  moneys  to  objects  of  internal  imjprov^ 
ments,  tiiat  of  authoiisng  subscriptions  for  a  limited 
number  oi  shares  of  the  stock  of  companies  incorpo- 
rated for  the  pnipoae,  appears,  on  every  consideration, 
to  be  the  most  eligible.  By  limiting  the  number  of 
shares  to  be  subsoibed,  to  a  third,  or  less  than  one 
half,  of  the  whole  slock,  there  is  more  security  that  the 
Government  shall  not  become  engaged  in  impracti- 
cable projects  for  improvements,  and  also  for  the 
economical  expenditure  of  the  ftinds»  than  would  bc^ 
on  tiie  plan  of  a  direct  apf^cation  by  Government,  of 
thepublic  moneys. 

The  committee,  in  order  to  ascertain  what  funds 
may  be  made  applicable  to  the  objects  of  internal  iin* 
provement,  vrith  due  regard  to  the  state  of  the  finances, 
and  demands  on  the  Treasury,  requested  information 
from  the  Treasury  Department  The  information  ob- 
tained accompanies  tins  report  It  will  be  observed 
that  the  sulcus  revenue  amilieable  to  these  objects 
is  faypotheticaUy  stated  in  the  Secretaiy 's  letter,  Its  neees- 
eariiy  it  must  be,  in  the  present  state  of  tiie  revenue 
laws. 

It  appears,  however,  under  any  contemplated  change 
in  the  existing  system,  that  the  revenue  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  supply,  after  the  present  year,  and  during 
a  state  of  peace,  an  annual  appropriation  of  $600,000 
for  the  purpose  of  internal  improvement  That  sum 
would  constitute  a  fund  capable  of  efiectlng  many 
valuable  objects  of  that  kind ;  and,  under  prosperous 
circumstances,  the  fund  might  be  gradually  argumented 
in  the  proportion  of  the  decrease  of  the  public  d6bt. 
But,  if  it  shall  enter  into  the  policy  of  Government  to 
authorize  expenditures  in  execution  of  the  works  cal- 
culated for  public  advantage  and  general  convenience, 
the  same  policy  will  direct  to  the  provision  of  the 
medns.  For  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  resources 
of  the  nation  are  amply  sufficient,  when  brought  in 
aid  of  private  means,  to  effect  every  object  of  improve- 
ment on  roads  t^nd  canals,  that  are  of  an  extensive 
nature,  and  of  national  concern. 

The  committee  respectfully  propose,  that  an  annual 
appropriation  be  made,  to  constitute  a  fund  for  making 
roads  and  opening  canals;  that  the  fond  shall  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 
shall,  whenever  authorized  by  Congress,  subscribe  for 
shares  in  the  stock  of  companies  incorporated  for  mak- 
ing artificial  roads  or  opening  canals,  and  shall  pay  out 
of  the  aforesaid  fund  the  instalments  as  they  become 
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dqe  on  f uch  sharei ;  that  any  dividenda  thence  ariaing, 
when  any  work  ahall  be  completed^  shall  be  paid  into 
and  become  a  part  of  said  fond,  and  the  Secretaiy  ahtf 
report,  at  each  aeaaion,  to  Congreaa,  all  expendttnres, 
and  the  general  state  of  the  fund,  as  well  as  the  state 
of  the  works  in  which  the  GoTemment  are  concerned. 
The  committee  have  directed  a  bill  to  be  reported 
embracing  the  above  provisions. 

The  bill  is  as  follaws: 

Bfiit  enacted,  4rc.|  That  the  annual  sum  of 
doUan  be,  and  the  same  la  hereby,  approprialad  for  the 
purpoee  of  constttuting  a  fond,  for  making  artificial 
soads,  and  opening  canals ;  which  annual  aom  shall 
he  Mt  apart,  and  invariably  pjadged,  as  a  fiind  for  the 
purpeea  aforesaid,  and  for  no  other  nae  or  pornoae 
whatsoever ;  and  the  same  shall  be  plaoed,  and  held 
under  the  special  charge  and  direction  of  the  Sec* 
*etW7  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  time  being :  Ftomded, 
That  nothing  herein  oonlained  shall  be  construed  to 

Srevent  Congress  from  suspending  this  appropriation 
Diing  a  state  of  war  vnth  any  foreign  Power,  in 
which  the  United  States  may  be  engaged. 

Stae.  3.  And  he  ii  fitrther  enaeial,  That  vHienever 
GongMss  shall)  by  law,  authorize  subecription  to  be 
made  for  shares  oi  the  stock  of  any  company  incorpo* 
fated,  for  making  artificial  roads  or  canals,  and  a  sub- 
•oription  conformable  thereto  shall  have  been  made  on 
behalf  of  the  United  SUtes,  all  moneys  which  shall 
boQome  due  according  to  the  provisions  of  such  acts. 
Oft  the  shares  of  stock  holden  by  the  United  States, 
ahall  be  paid  out  of  the  aforesaid  fund. 

Sac.  a.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  dividends 
or  profits  which  shall  accrue  from  the  shares  of  stock 
holden  by  the  United  States,  shall  be  reooLved  by  the 
said  Secretary,  and  shall  by  him  be  paid  into  the  said 
f«Rd»  and  become  a  part  thereof 

Sne.  4.  And  he  itjurther  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
the  iurtlier  duty  of  the  said  Secretary,  to  make  to  Con- 
gtemt  at  oath  ssasion,  SfMport  on  the  state  of  the  said 
tody  with  the  eipenditures  and  receipts,  together  with 
theatale of  the  work  enaU  reads  and  canals,  in  thecon- 
■Imolion  of  which  the  United  States  have  become  cont 
cemed  in  the  manner  aforesaid. 

CHESAPEAKE  Am)  DELAWARE  CANAL. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
the  followingreport,iD  part,  together  with  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  Secfetary  of  the  Treasury  to  sub- 
scribe, in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  for 

shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  Company;  and  the  bill  was 
read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading* 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  ao  much  of 
the  President's  Message  as  relates  to  roads  and  canala, 
having,  in  their  general  report,  recommended  to  Con* 
giess  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal  as  an  ob- 
ject of  first  importance  requiring  the  aid  of  the  Qen- 
eral  Government,  beg  leave  to  make  a  separate  report 
concerning  the  same. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal,  as  an  object 
of  high  national  importance,  haa  for  many  years  claimed 
the  attention  of  Congress.  It  was  first  presented  to 
their  consideration  in  the  year  1806,  by  a  memorial  of 
the  president  and  directors,  dated  the  1st  of  December, 
1806;  and,  by  a  report  subsequently  madcj  on  the  2 1st 
oX  March,  1806,  it  appears  that  an  enlightened  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  recommended  that  aid  should  be 
granted  to  the  memorialists.  The  report  of  this  com- 
mittee was  finally  adopted,  and  one  or  more  bills  paased 


the  Senate  authorizing  a  grant  of  land  to  the  company, 
not  exceeding  two  hundred  thousand  acres,  to  be  ez« 
changed  for  the  stock  of  the  coamny.  These  bllla, 
however,  were  postponed  by  the  House  of  Repreaenta* 
tives,  owing,  it  is  believed,  to  the  peculiar  embarraas- 
ments  of  the  country  at  the  periods  tb^  ware  aent  foi 
concurrence. 

In  June,  1818,  the  aubiact  of  the  Chasafiaake  and 
Delaware  canal  waa  again  braaght  forwaxd  befon  the 
Senate,  and,  on  the  IMl  of  July,  a  committee  reported 
thai  it  would  not  he  expedient  to  act  open  the  aob- 
ject  at  so  late  a  peciod  of  the  seanon,  bni  at  the  time 
eamestly  recommended  it  to  the  early  and  attentive 
consideration  of  the  Senate  at  the  next  meeting  M 
Congress.  But  then,  unfortunately,  Che  war.  and  the 
financial  embarraasmente  of  the  country  forbade  an 
attempt  to  revive  the  anlgeet.  Now,  however,  all  the 
pre-existing  obstacles  would  aeem  to  be  happily  re^ 
moved,  and  the  present  moment  appean  to  your  com- 
mittee highly  auspicious  for  Congress  to  interpose, 
and  to  grant  its  prompt  and  efficient  aid  to  the  com- 
pany. 

For  a  fiiU  and  able  exposition  of  the  history  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delavrare  canal,  of  ita  utility,  of  its 
practicable  and  easy  execution,  of  the  progress  and 
slate  of  the  work,  of  the  probable  expense,  and  of  the 
causes  which  compelled  the  company  to  suspend  their 
operations,  your  conunittee  beg  leave  to  refer  the 
Senate  to  the  said  memorial  of  the  president  and  di- 
rectors, with  their  observations  accompanying  the  same ; 
to  the  report  of  the  Senate,  made  Uiereupon,  of  the 
21st  of  March,  1806,  and  also  to  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  roads  and  canals,  made 
in  pursuance  of  a  resolutioii  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  of 
March,  1807;  and  pray  that  the  ssme  may  be  taken  as 
a  part  of  this  their  report. 

After  this  general  referenoe*  your  eommittee  deem 
it  unneceaniy  to  go  into  a  full  discussion  of  the  mer- 
its and  utility  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal. 
They  will,  however,  glance  at  one  or  two  of  the  most 
important  oonsideratione. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal  may  with  jus- 
tice  be  considered  as  of  first-rate  importance  in  the 
great  propoeed  Une  of  inland  nangatioQ  along  the 
Atlantic  seaboard  from  North  to  South,  and  ito  axecu- 
tian  as  assuring  the  <^aning  of  that  great  oommunioa* 
tion  at  no  very  distant  period. 

It  embraoes  within  itself  a  wide  extended  range  of 
intexesto  from  North  Carolina,  including  all  the  towns 
and  landings  on  the  riveia  and  waters  of  that  State, 
emptying  into  the  Albemarle  and  Pamlico  sounds,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  numereua  rivers  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  which  empty  into  the  Chesapeake  Bej,  lor 
a  distance  of  six  httudred  aiiles»  to  Trenton,  on  the 
Delaware. 

But  this  is  not  the  most  interesting  view  of  this  sub- 
ject. The  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal  is  eipeei- 
ally  calculated  to  subaerve  and  promote  the  great  in* 
teresto  of  the  nation.  As  a  auUtary  work*  it  ofien 
facilities  of  iho  highest  importance. 

From  the  extent  and  exposure  of  the  Atlantic  Stetes 
to  an  enemy  possessed  of  a  naval  aupariority,  how  im« 
portent  is  it  to  have  an  interior  navigation  aleag  and 
near  the  frontier,  which  will  admit  of  Um  transporUtion 
of  an  army,  with  ite  artillery,  dec,  in  safoty,  from  point 
to  point,  with  a  celerity  of  movement  eqnal  to  that  of 
the  enemy. 

During  the  Bevolutionary  war,  it  ie  stated  that  Gen- 
eral WAsaisoTojr  often  lamented  the  want  of  a  navi- 
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gttbto  cftiial  from  Um  CheMpetke  to  the  IMawira.  Hit 
rapplief  for  tfa«  BMMrt  part  were  drawn  from  the  Chee* 
apeake,  and  the  diffieultiea  he  experienced  in  proen- 
ling  the  meant  for  trantpoiting  them  aeroai  the  iethmut 
are  laid  to  have  heen  inconoeiTaUy  great. 

But  what  he  moot  lamented  wat  the  dangerona  and 
▼ezatbut  detention  to  which  he  wat  inevitablj  enb* 
jeeled,  wh»  he  airived  at  the  itihmna  on  hit  mareh  to 
the  8o«th,  for  the,  want  of  v%gont  to  trantport  hat 
ttoret  and  heavy  artBlery  from  one  boy  to  the  other. 
Tfalt  detention,  at  a  jnnctnre  to  eriticalt  under  dtenn- 
ttaacea  lett  foToraUe,  plight  have  proved  fotal  to  him 
and  to  hit  army. 

The  ineonvenienoet  foU  and  incalculable  expenee 
incurred  by  individuaJi  at  well  at  the  public,  during 
the  late  war,  in  the  vatt  and  iMuvy  trantpovtationt 
aerota  the  iathmui,  muti  be  freeh  in  the  reoollectlon  of 
every  one.  80  great  wat  the  carriage,  during  tbit  pe- 
riod, of  geodt,  tobacco,  flour,  eotton,  and  other  bulky 
crtiolet  aerott  the  penintula,  thai  it  became  neoettaiy 
to  ute  four  diitinct  linei  of  trantporUtioh  from  difletw 
ant  pointo  of  the  Chetapeake  to  eorretpendiag  pointt 
of  the  ]>elawafe,  at  an  expenee  of  wagenageettimated 
for  one  year  at  not  lett  than  four  hundred  and  fourteen 
thotttand  doUart,  nearly  one-half  of  the  eatimated  cott 
of  the  canaL 

The  committee  fui^Mr  remark  that,  if  it  it  at  any 
time  to  tutor  into  the  liberal  poliey  of  Congreta  to  aid 
the  Cheeapeake  and  Delaware  canal,  there  arereatont 
In  reference  to  the  particular  etato  of  the  work  ittelf 
why  that  aid  should  be  tpeedily  afforded. 

For  the  want  of  fiindt  the  operationt  of  the  company 
have  stood  autpended  for  ten  yeart  and  uowardt ;  and 
that  important  and  difficult  part  of  the  work,  tiie  feeder, 
(nearly  completed,)  with  ita  teveral  embankmantt, 
culvertt,  and  bridget,  it  expoted  to  daily  injury,  and  in 
danger  of  great  dilapidation.  If  net  luin.     Beadea,  the 
company  not  haviag  been  able  to  comply  with  ceitoin 
eontracU  for  landt  and  water  righto  for  the  ute  of  the 
canal,  auitt  have  been  brought  and  judgmenta  obtained 
by  tiie  proprieCofs  againtt  than ;  ao  that  the  landt  and 
vrater  nghto  to  pujchated  are  in  danger  of  being  teJd» 
and  the  money  actually  paid  in  part  for  taid  landt  and 
wator  righto,  amounting  to  large  tuma,  It  in  danger  of 
bemg  actually  loot. 

One  other  remark  the  committee  have  deemed 
worthy  of  notice.  The  Chetapeake  and  Dalawaiu 
canal  neceatarily  pattet  through  the  extremitiet  of  two 
BUtet,  without  being  to  central  to  either  at  to  com- 
aand  the  general  interettt  of  either  government.  Itt 
pecuUm'  local  tituation  would,  therefore  atom  to  re- 
eommend  it  to  the  aid  and  pal»mage  of  the  General 
Government,  etpectally  in  connexion  with  lit  acknowl* 
edged  local  and  genend  utflity. 
The  whole  expenie  of  the  can^  it  etttmated 

at  .    *^ 9860,600 

Of  which  hat  been  paid  by  the  tloekholdere, 
■nd  expanded  on  the  woik    •       -       -     lOOtO^O 
Yet  wanted  to  completo  the  canal  -     760,600 

To  raite  this  gum,  the  committee  • 

propote  tiiat  Gongrett  should 
authorize  a  lubtcription  for 
9,000  tharet  of  the  ttock  of  the 
company,  at  $200  per  there, 
making  ....  $400,000 

There  remaint  to  be  paid  in,  on 
the  ttock  tubtcribed  and  not 
forfeited         ....     106,000—000,000 

Leaving  a  deficit  of       -       -       -        -  $260,000 


whioh,  U  it  penmnwd,  will  be  made  up  by  addHitmnl 
individual  and  other  tubtcriptiont.  - 

In  fixing  upon  the  eum  of  $400,000,  the  ^ammUm 
have  had  regard  to  tho  embarratBaento  of  the  con* 

Cny,  the  magnitude  of  the  work,  and  the  ditpotiliDn 
ratofote  manifotted  by  the  Senato  to  grant  umda  to 
the  company  .equal  in  value  to  the  turn  now  propoaed. 
Upon  due  contideration,  the  committee  ate  of  opin* 
•en  Umt  the  turn  of  $400,000  ought  to  be  appropriated, 
to  be  applied  by  way  of  tubecriptatn  for  the  ttodi  of 
the  Chetapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  and 
have  aooordingly  aubmitted  a  bill  with  thta  report  ^ 
that  pvpote. 

ObiervaUonB  reapeeHng  ike  Cke$apeetht  and  Detawoft 

Canal, 

The  Committoe  of  the  President  and  Directort  of  the 
Chetapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  appointed 
to  pretent  their  memorial,  and  tolicit  the  aid  and  pa- 
tronage of  Congrett,  beg  letve  retpoctfully  to  offer  to 
the  memben  of  the  Senate  and  Houie  of  Repretento" 
tivet  the  following  fiicto  and  obtervationt  relative  to 
the  taid  canal,  at  the  ground  and  reatont  for  their 
apj^ication : 

The  utility  of  canalt  in  every  country  where  they 
have  been  intoodnced  it  proved  by  the  example  of  eo 
many  great  nationt,  both  ancient  and  modem,  that  at 
thit  peiiod  it  teemt  almott  unneeeetaiy  to  entor  Into 
an  invuttigattoD  of  ^eir  general  utility,  or  of  their  hit* 
tory.  In  order,  however,  to  thow  th«r  application  to 
the  United  fkatee  vrith  more  force,  and  to  prove  the 
neainett  of  their  importance,  a  abort  tketch  of  tiielr 
introduction,  and  tubtequent  improvement  by  many 
dittinguithed  nationt,  may  revive  the  recollection  of  thie 
membert  to  numerout  facto  and  principlet  which  mutt 
have  occurred  to  them  in  their  general  ttuditt 

At  a  veiy  eaily  peried  of  toctety,  the  Bgyptiant  be<- 
atowed  immenae  advantagee  on  their  coua^  by  the 
canalt  (hey  exeouted  along  the  river  Mile,  and  from 
the  Meditooasean  to  the  Hod  Bea,  through  the  kthmna 
of  Bueu,  by  whieh  meant  the  commeioe  of  India  and 
all  the  maritime  parto  of  Aaia  wat  OMned  to  Bnnpa 
and  die  ceuntiiet  eomiwnkating  witti  the  Meditatxap 
netn,  and  wat  the  eouree  of  all  their  great  improve* 
manto  in  the  arte  and  powOT.  Theaeeoontoofaavml 
modem  trauallen,  and  paitieulatly  the  meaarchet  of 
the  French  and  Britiah,  who  lately  vieited  that  ooun- 
try,  afibid  ample  tottimony  of  the  exittonce,  operation, 
and  ndvmitagea  of  theee  *^Tii|f, 

From  touvoot  »o  lem  aEUthenlie,  and  pniticuiatly 
firom  the  hito  emheety  of  Lord  Mncaitncry,  we  laioft 
the  immenee  cKlenl  aiid  ulill^  of  tho  canalt  of  Ohiaa, 
whioh  bring  tha  ^ todueto  of  that  vaal  fimpira  fima  ita 
moot  dittani  pioviaoea,  inteKhangt  thoio  of  one  region 
apd  climato  witik  another,  and  ettthlith  a  profound  tye* 
torn  of  poliUoal  economy  through  the  oounliy* 

The  Oieokt  and  Romant  altomptad  to  intertecithe 
Itthmut  of  Coontht  and  aeveral  otatr  important  pattea ; 
but,  partly  from  their  ignorance  of  lock  navigation,  and 
partly  from  their  geniut  being  lett  devoted  to  com* 
merce  and  manufacturet  than  to  war  and  the  luxury 
of  the  fine  arU,  few  wurkt  of  this  kind  remtin  in  the 
oountriet  they  governed. 

No  eooner,  however,  had  the  tpirit  of  commerce  re- 
vived, after  the  barbarous  ages,  than  the  nations  of 
Cnrope  began  extontive  works  of  thit  kind;  since 
which,  the  improvement  of  thote  works  hat  continuallv 
increased  with  the  clvilixation  of  the  countries  whi^ 
have  adoptod  them,  and  has  been  the  chief  meaps  of 
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intiodiidng  and  nonriflhing  their  oommaree,  their  mail- 
ufiM^ares,  and  thoee  naefol  arte  which  have  changed 
the  condition  of  mankind,  and  promoted  the  happineai 
of  the  people  more  tiian  all  other  circametanoee. 

Some  of  the  first  modem  canals  were  undertaken 
and  ezecQted  by  the  free  republics  of  Italy,  where  lock 
navigation,  which  forms  an  important  era  in  the  his- 
toiy  of  canals,  was  first  used. 

France,  under  her  ancient  Kings,  early  engaged  in 
enteiprises  of  so  much  value  to  the  nation ;  Henry  IV. 
constructed  the  canal  of  Briare,  and  designed  many 
otheis,  which  have  since  been  executed,  Louis  XIV. 
began  and  completed  the  great  canal  of  Languedoc, 
which,  extending  firom  the  Mediterranean  to  Toulouse, 
opened  the  communication  from  that  sea  to  the  Bay  of 
Biscay,  and  has  at  once  fiimished  incalculable  advan- 
tages, by  saving  a  circuit  of  near  two  thousand  miles 
of  sea  navigation,  and  estaUished  a  monument  of  his 
greatness  more  durable  than  all  the  other  transactions 
of  his  reign:  succeeding  Kings,  in  the  same  nianner, 
added  numerous  works  of  the  kind;  and  the  nation, 
both  while  a  Republic  and  under  its  present  Emperor, 
amidst  all  the  wars  and  calamities  it  has  suffered,  has 
unceasingly  devoted  itself  to  the  construction  of  canals. 

In  Holland  and  Flanders,  still  mora  attention  has 
been  bestowed  to  this  important  subject.  The  Ibrmer 
nation  may,  indeed,  be  said  to  owe  its  political  origin 
and  existence  to  canals,  since  they  not  only  drain  the 
country,  but  intersect  it  so  much  in  every  direction  as 
to  form  the  univeisal  means  of  communication. 

In  Flanders  so  numerous  ara  eanals»  that  few  of  its 
cities  are  without  them ;  and  the  admirable  agricultura 
and  manuiaoturee  of  those  proyinces  have  been  formed 
and  brought  to  maturity  by  the  aid  which  water  con- 
veyance affords  them. 

But  the  island,  of  Graat  Britain  furnishes  a  proof  of 
the  advantages  of  canals  beyond  any  other  country, 
niat  nation  has  now  become  the  maritime  rival,  and 
almost  the  controller,  of  every  commercial  people;  her 
superiority  has  arisen  firom  her  unbounded  eommerce, 
and  the  vast  wealth  it  has  introduced,  the  basis  of  which 
wealtib  is  her  immense  manufactures,  which  supply  the 
wants  of  a  large  portion  of  the  earth;  the  fouiidation 
of  these  manufrtctures  has  again  been  formed  by  her 
internal  improvements,  and  particularly  her  canals, 
which,  since  thor  introduction  by  the  Duke  of  Bridge- 
water,  scarce  fifty  yean  ago,  have  been  so  rapidly  ex- 
tended as  to  traverse  the  kingdom  in  every  direction. 
By  these  means  her  mines  of  coal,  iron,  limestone,  and 
every  other  raw  material,  have  been  opened  and  dis- 
persed fiir  the  purpose  of  manufhcturo;  while  the  pro- 
oucts  of  agricultura  have  been  conveyed  firom  provuice 
to  province,  and  iht  demands  of  one  place  supplied  the 
resources  of  another ;  hence,  by  her  immense  inland 
navigation,  universal  industry  and  employment  have 
been  every whera  difiiised;  fint,  to  supply  her  own 
wants,  and,  secondly,  to  fumish  a  vast  supply  for  ex- 
port, to  obtain  the  wealth  of  other  countries. 

The  United  States,  both  from  their  prasent  political 
and  natural  situation,  demand  from  their  Government 
every  aid  it  can  fumish,  which  renders  it  dubious 
whether  thera  is  any  object  which  can  mora  highly 
merit  the  aUentton  of  their  rulen.  Their  soil  and  the 
industry  of  the  people  have,  in  a  few  years,  carried 
their  agriculture  to  an  immense  extent;  and  their  en- 
terprise has  created,  with  the  means  it  fiimishes,  a 
commerce  which  now  vies  with  the  oldest  nations  of 
Europe.  But  her  rapid  increase  in  prosperity  hav  al- 
ready drawn  upon  her  the  envy,  the  jealousy,  and  the 


hostility  of  other  nations,  which  alone  can  be  coontei 
acted  by  improving  her  internal  strangth,  supplying  l&e 
wants,  as  fkr  as  possible,  by  her  own  produce  and  maji 
ufiictures,  and  extending  her  agriculture,  so  ae  to  ^aij 
firom  its  surplus  the  wealth  of  other  nations,  and  for 
nish  her  own  Government  with  the  support  it  may  t^- 
quira  in  every  exigency. 

For  all  these  purpoees  her  want  of  population,  and 
the  allurements  held  out  by  her  unsettled  territory, 
form  the  only  obstacle.    The  prke  of  labor  retard*  her 
agricultural  improvements,  and  pravents  the  more  rapid 
increase  of  her  manu&ctnvss ;  and  the  difficulty  of  com- 
munication from  one  part  of  her  territory  to  another, 
adds  immensely  to  these  disadvantages.  It  most  be  ob- 
vious, thereforo,  that  whatever  mechanical  or   other 
arts  can  lessen  or  supply  the  want  of  manual  labor,  or 
whatever  improvements  can  accelerate  internal  com- 
munication, ara  of  infinitely  mora  importance  in  the 
present  situation  of  the  country  than  at  a  futore  one, 
and  form  at  this  moment  the  fiurest  objects  for  private 
exertion  and  public  encouragement. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  examine  the  produce  of  the 
difierent  States,  to  be  convinced  how  much  that  pro- 
duce may  be  so  disposed  as  to  form  an  incalculable  in- 
crease of  internal  resource  and  foreign  wealth. 

The  Southern  States  frimish  abundance  of  material^ 
which,  if  cheaply  conveyed  to  the  Middle  and  Northem 
States,  would  encourage  manufactnree.    Coal,  which 
is  the  basis  of  almost  every  maaufocture^  abounds  on 
the  luvigable  waten  of  Jamee  river,  in  Virginia,  and  is 
wanted  not  only  in  the  maritime  cities,  and  along  the 
whole  seaooast,  but  in  those  interior  situations  whera 
means  exist  for  forming  mills  and  waterworks ;  wheat, 
flour,  and  com,  ara  produced  in  the  Middle  States  and 
wanted  both  to  the  southward  and  eastward;  tobacco 
is  the  growth  enly  of  a  fow  Sutes,  and  is  wanted  in 
the  rest;  fish,  oil,  lumber,  and  a  variety  of  other  arti- 
cles, ara  produced  to  the  northward,  and  ara  all  in  de- 
mand to  the  southward;   in  the  interior  of  all  the 
States  thera  ara  Test  quantities  of  limestone,  iron,  cop- 
per, lead,  and  other  materials,  which  ara  accessible  to 
navigation,  and  will  not  bear  a  carriage  by  land,  but 
which  may  be  universally  diflused  by  means  of  interior 
canals,  uniting  with  a  general  one  through  the  Union. 

The  advantages,  and  indeed  the  necessity  of  canals^ 
may  be  proved  by  a  fow  simple  facts.    A  ton  of  goods, 
by  weight  or  measurement,  (of  forty  cubic  feet,)  is  fre- 
quently brought  from  Europe,  a  distance  of  three  thoo- 
sand  miles,  for  forty  shillings  sterling,  or  about  nine 
dollan ;  this  rate  admits  of  salty  coal,  stone,  lumber,  and 
the  most  bulky  articles,  being  imported  from  beyond  the 
seas  cheaper  than  they  can  be  conveyed  for  a  vsiy 
short  distance  by  land,  since  a  ton  of  goods  cannot  be 
carried  on  good  roads  for  the  same  price  more  than 
thirty  miles.  Hence  the  charges  of  conveyance  throogb 
the  United  States  ara  very  great,  even  for  fine  and  val- 
uable articlee;  but  on  the  bulky  products  of  tgricol- 
tura,  and  on  mineral  productions,  they  operate  w  a 
total  exclusion.     In  England,  wheraver  coal  ii  dis- 
covered, it  immediately  becomes  the  basis  of  manuiio- 
tnres,  as  the  materials  to  be  worked  into  use ;  f uch  u 
iron,  copper,  clay  fta  earthenwara,  glass,  dcc,ire  «ither 
conveyed  to  it,  or  the  coal  itself  is  brought  to  the  pltces 
whera  theee  articles  abound ;  this  can  only  be  effected 
by  canals.    A  coal  mine  may,  therefore,  exist  in  the 
United  States  not  mora  than  ten  miles  from  valutbls 
oree  of  iron  and  other  materials,  and  both  of  them  be 
useless  until  a  canal  is  established  between  them,  ai 
the  price  of  land  carriage  ii  too  great  to  be  borne  by 
either. 
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Nor  does  the  oonveyftoce  of  prodoce  coMtwiM  by 
•ea  lesfOB  the  expense  in  any  muiner  proportioned  to 
that  of  cana^  or  even  of  foreign  venels,  for  which  tiie 
following  reaaono  may  be  aieigned :  first,  the  eoasting 
trade  is  chiefly  carried  on  in  Tessels  which  take  their 
piodace  from,  and  deliYer  it  into,  small  ports ;  these 
▼essels  are  therefore  generally  8Budl,and  are  navigated 
at  a  far  greater  expense  in  proportion  than  large  ves- 
sels; secondly,  the  danger  of  coasting  voyages  is 
greatar,  which  proportionably  increases  the  risk  and 
prioes  of  insurance ;  thirdly,  the  delays  o(  delivery,  ac- 
cident, dec,  port  charges,  repairi,  and  other  expenses, 
an  aocnmidated  on  small  vessels.  Hence  goods  are 
frequently  brought  from  Europe  nearly  as  low  as  they 
can  be  conveyed  by  sea  from  Baltimore  to  Philadel- 
phia—cities which  by  land  are  not  more  than  one  hun- 
dred miles  from  each  other.  This  is  remsrkably  the 
caae  with  respect  to  coal,  whidi  is  brought  into  most 
of  onr  maritime  cities  from  Liverpool,  and  sold  as 
cheap  as  it  can  be  brooght  to  them  from  James  river, 
whidi  is  not  one-sixth  of  the  distance. 

But  canals  obviate  all  these  inoonveniencee ;  they 
avoid  the  risk  of  a  stormy  coasting  navigation,  and 
render  the  charge  of  insaeance  little  or  no&ing ;  they 
reduce  the  number  of  hands  employed  in  conveyance, 
aa  upon  the  canals  themselves  one  horse  saves  the 
labor  of  many  men ;  and  where  river  navigation  is  con- 
nected with  them,  their  superior  safe^  and  ease  re- 
quire in  no  degree  the  expense  of  coasting  vessels ;  the 
navigation  is  also  never  impeded  by  winds  or  tides, 
hut  vesfels  pass  on  at  all  times  with  entire  certainty, 
except  from  frosts  alone ;  and  the  arrival  of  produce  to 
a  nuirket  may  be  calcolated  on  with  a  great  degree  of 
exactness;  aU  which  circomstances  far  overbalance  the 
tolls  which  are  paid  upon  them.  By  proceeding  through 
the  country,  also,  they  open  a  variety  of  markets,  both 
for  the  sale  of  their  produce,  and  to  obtain  some  other 
in  return*  A  vessel,  for  instance,  loaded  with  produce 
in  the  Chesapeake  bay,  would  have  the  advantage  of 
calling  at  Baltimore,  or  of  proceeding  directly  on 
throqgh  Delaware  to  Philadelphia,  and  from  thence  to 
i^ew  Fork,  Albany,  or  Boston,  in  a  direct  oourM,  with 
a  choice  of  all  these  markets,  and  the  certainty  of  pro- 
viding^ at  some  of  these,  articles  in  return;  a  kind  of 
voyage  which  it  would  be  nearly  impossible  to  perform 
coastwise. 

Upon  a  survey  of  any  map  of  the  United  States,  it 
wiU  appear  that  the  distance  from  the  head  of  Chesa- 
peake bay,  round  by  sea,  to  Philadelphia,  is  nearly  five 
hondrsd  iniles,  which  is  saved  by  a  canal  of  twenty- 
one  miles ;  Uie  distance  again  from  Trenton,  on  the 
Delaware,  to  New  York,  or  Brunswick,  on  the  Rari- 
tan,  is  near  three  hundred  miles,  snd  will  be  saved  by 
a  canal  of  twenty-seven  miles :  such  is  the  saving  in 
point  of  distance.  With  respect  to  time,  it  may  be 
reckoned  as  follows : 
From  New  York  to  Brunswick  is  a  customaxy  passage 

of  one  tide -      7  hours. 

From  Brunswick  to  Trenton,  by  a  canal, 

at  the  rate  of  four  miles  an  hour,  is        -      7 
From  Trenton  to  Philadelphia,  is    -        •    10 


From  thence  to  the  end  of  the  canal  6  hours. 

From  the  end  of  the  canal,  on  Elk  river, 
according  to  the  usual  time  of  the  packet 
boats,  to  Baltimore       ....      9 
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This  voyage  is  performed  in  this  time  nearly  with 
certainty,  whereas  coastwise  it  requires  a  week,  and 
often  longer. 

The  passage  from  Philadelphia  to  the  mouth  of  the  in- 
tended canal,  near  Wilmington,  m       -    12  hours. 


This  voyage  requires,  on  an  average,  from  a  week 
to  ten  days  by  lea;  indeed,  the  inconvenience  is  so 
great  that  it  is  rarely  attempted. 

Other  calculations  might  be  adduced  to  prove  still 
further  advantages;  for  instance,  from  Newport,  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  from  Albany  to  New  York,  b  neariy 
an  equal  distance  of  about  180  miles,  and  the  passage 
from  either  is  made  to  New  York  in  about  86  hours; 
so  that,  adding  them  to  the  distance  from  New  York 
to  Baltimore,  a  paisage  would  be  made  of  366  milei^ 
nearly  with  certainty,  in  about  90  hours. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal  is  intended  to 
be  made  of  the  depth  of  seven  feet  six  inches,  which 
will  accommodate  all  the  veisels  usually  plying  on  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  and  is  such  as  all  vessels 
employed  in  the  whole  interior  navigation  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  may  be  easily  conformed  to.  When  that 
canal  is  opened,  the  communication  vrill  be  complete 
from  Norfolk  or  the  Capes  of  Virginia,  and  from  all  the 
towns  and  landings  on  the  Chesapeake,  and  its  numer- 
ous waters,  for  a  distance  of  near  four  hundred  miles, 
to  Trenton,  on  the  Delaware;  and  should  the  Jerwy 
eanal  be  opened,  this  distance  will  be  extended  260 
miles  further,  if  to  Albeny ,  and  nearly  800,  if  to  New- 
port and  Pi^ovidence. 

It  is  easy,  however^  to  see,  by  examiniag  any  map 
of  the  United  States,  that  this  extent  may  be  carried 
much  further.  To  the  southward,  the  canal  through 
the  Dismal  Swamp,  now  in  execution,  will  open  the 
ooDuaunication  to  the  waters  of  Albemarle  Sound,  and 
from  thence,  through  the  inlets,  to  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia.  To  the  northward  a  communication  is  now 
nearir  opened  from  Albany,  up  the  Mohawk  river,  to 
Lake  Ontario^  and  all  the  upper  lakes ;  \i  a  similar  one 
be  made  from  tiie  Hudson  nver  to  Lake  Champlatn, 
it  will  extend  the  navigation  to  Quebec;  and  to  the 
eastward,  if  the  pass  from  Bussard's  to  Boston  bay  be 
opened,  which  has  been  contemplated,  it  will,  in  like 
manner,  extend  it  to  Boeton  and  all  the  coasts  of  Ma^ 
sachusetls. 

Thus,  with  opening  only  a  fow  short  passes,  of  which 
the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal  is  the  great  and 
pretiminary  one,  a  communication  may  be  made  neariy 
free  from  all  the  dangers  of  the  ocean  along  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States. 

This  communication  will  derive  immense  advan- 
tages, snd  in  turn  impart  them  to  the  local  situations 
through  which  it  pssMs  in  the  several  States ;  its  gen- 
eral courM,  particularly  from  the  Chesapeake  to  New 
York,  will  be  nearly  Northeast  and  Southwest,  bv 
which  the  navigation  will  be  aided  by  the  most  prevail- 
ing winds,  esMciaUy  through  the  Spring  ana  Sum- 
mer ;  it  will  either  inteiaect  or  be  blended  with  all  the 
riven  which  lead  into  the  interior  of  the  several  States ; 
hence,  its  shores  will  form  an  immediate  deposits  for 
all  their  produce;  it  vrill  also  visit  numberless  smaller 
streams  on  which  manufactories  are  or  may  be  estab- 
lished, supply  them  with  materiab,  and  in  turn  cany 
from  them  their  produce. 

Such  are  the  advantages  of  this  communication,  at 
all  times,  whether  in  peace  or  war;  but,  in  the  latter 
state,  which  the  countiy  has  already,  and  may  again 
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experience,  theee  adrantegee  eie  inereaeed  to  en  in- 
calcnlable  degree.  The  principal  adtantage  which  the 
British  derived  in  the  Kevolotionaiy  war.  aroae  from 
the  command  they  poneaied  of  the  aea  and  of  oar  eeaat 
by  their  navy ;  thie  adTantage  may  be  again  obtained 
for  aome  time*  and  forma  the  diief  meana  by  which  an 
enemy  can  injure  us,  aa  it  requires  a  considerable  navy 
to  guard  our  eztenaiTe  coast.  The  consequences  of 
these  advantages  were,  first,  in  blocking  up  our  harbors 
and  seizing  our  seaports,  the  trade  of  which  being  de- 
stroyed, the  sufferings  of  all  those  districts  which  de- 
pended on  them  for  a  market  and  supply  of  foreign  ar- 
^es  became  "ftarj  great;  secondly,  our  trade  abroad 
being  destroyed,  supplies,  though  often  obtained  in 
abundance  at  various  parts  of  our  extensive  seacoast, 
in  defiance  of  the  vigilance  of  an  enemy,  were  but  very 
partially  dispersed  through  the  country;  and,  thirdly, 
by  the  rapidity  with  which  a  naval  force  could  move 
along  our  seaeoast,  their  armies  were  easily  conveyed 
from  one  port  to  anothert  to  attack  us  in  numerous 
points  at  once,  to  make  incursions,  and  do  great  in- 
jury before  our  armies  could  move  against  them  by  land 
with  the  necessary  baggage,  artillery,  and  stores. 
Hence,  several  armies  became  necessary,  and,  even 
with  these,  the  difficulty  of  communication  rendered  it 
by  no  means  easy  to  form  an  adequate  defence  of  oar 
extensive  country. 

But  if  the  communication  in  question  be  finmed, 
our  defence  becooies  oomparatively  easy.  In  Uie 
oourse  of  the  late  war,  even  in  Europe,  eanals  were 
an  immense  advantage  to  the  armies  who  possessed 
them.  In  France,  Flanders,  and  HoUandythey  formed 
m  great  and  poweilul  aid;  and  one  instance  in  Ireland 
wiU  show  the  advantages  deiived  fitun  them  herob  In 
one  of  the  invasions  of  that  country,  when  the  Fieneh 
had  landed  in  the  western  counties,  upon  the  intelii- 
gence  leaehiag  Dublin,  an  army  of  10,000  men,  eom- 
pletely  equipped,  with  aU  their  artiUsry  and  bag^ge, 
embarked  on  the  eanal,  and,  by  attaching  the  cavalry 
bones  to  the  boats,  the  whole  was  conveyed,  ready  fat 
action,  sixty  miles  in  ten  hours^-a  dvtanos  which 
would  otherwise  have  required  three  or  four  dajrs, 
with  all  the  disadvantages  arising  from  the  fotigues  of 
a  march. 

By  these  means,  if  an  army  were  stationed  in  the 
vicinity  of  either  of  the  eanals  in  Delawue  or  Jeasey, 
both  of  which  are  central  to  the  United  Statei^  they 
might  be  conveyed  from  the  Chesapeake  le  New  York, 
or  still  further  eastward  or  southward,  with  as  much 
expedition  as  an  enemy  could  sail  along  the  oeasL 

Our  late  exeeHent  President  and  Commander-in- 
Chie(  General  Washington,  was  known  often  to  have 
expressed  and  lamented  the  disadvantages  which  he 
sustained  for  want  of  such  a  communication,  especislly 
from  the  Delaware  to  the  Chesapeake,  as  not  only  by 
tu  the  gretest  proportion  of  the  supplies  for  the  army 
at  aH  times  were  drawn  from  the  Chesapeake^  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  require  four  hundred  wagons  neariy  in 
constant  employ,  but,  in  Mb  march  to  the  soudiward, 
the  baggage,  stores,  and  heavy  artillery  were  conveyed 
bf  water,  and  upwards  of  one  hundred  river-craft  em- 
ployed for  the  tmrpose,  from  Philadelphia  to  Chris- 
tiana bridge,  and  again  on  the  Chesapeake.  Tet  such 
was  the  difficulty  of  procuring  wagons  to  convey  them 
across  the  isthmus  that  he  experienced  inconceiv^le 
delay  in  going  to  the  Southern  army ;  and  if  the  ene- 
my had  embarked  again  for  New  York  or  Jersey, 
those  countries  must  have  been  completely  invested  I 
before  he  oould  have  returned  to  their  assistance.  | 


Am  a  military  work,  a  eanal  is  in  itself  of  that : 
tnie  that,  while  it  alfords  the  utmost  advantage  to 
amy  of  the  country,  it  can  be  of  no  use  to  an  invi 
ing  enemy,  being  a  deqi  ditdi;  especially  when 
the  siie  intended  to  be  constmcted  from  the  Che 
peake  to  the  Delaware,  it  presents  a  strong  fn 
against  attack,  capable  of  being  defended  bj  batteri 
and  passable  only  with  the  aame  difficolties  ae  riv 
and  streams,  the  possession  of  which  is  always  an  < 
ject  of  eonsequenoe  in  defence.  If  an  enemy  be  lifc 
to  gain  possession  of  it,  the  withdrawing  the  boi 
and  letting  off  the  vrater,  which  are  easily  to  be  aooo 
plished  in  a  retreat,  wonld  render  it  ueeleas  to  thei 
vrhile  all  the  injury  they  could  do  it  could  be  eat 
lepaiied,  when  it  beeasae  again  in  poaioeBion  of  I 
country.  This  feet  was  verified  in  the  attack  made 
the  Bntish  army  upon  Ostend,  in  1796,  expresaly 
the  purpose  of  desttoying  one  of  the  finest  canals 
Flanders,  which  had  been  of  greet  nee  to  the  Fxen 
army  in  defence  of  that  country;  but  though  th 
landed  and  succeeded  in  deatioying  the  baain  a 
principal  works  at  the  entrance  of  the  canal,  yet,  hi 
ing  no  boats  to  pass  into  the  interior,  that  army  w 
soon  overcome^  and  the  eanal  in  a  few  weeks  coi 
pietely  restored  to  use. 

8o  sensible  are  the  English  nation  of  the  immeo 
benefit  of  canals  as  works  of  defence,  that,  in  addtti< 
to  the  numbers  they  now  possess,  they  have  devot 
part  of  their  army  to  form  another,  expreasly  as  a  pi 
tection  against  invasion.    This  canal  is  intended 
extend  from  London  to  the  coast  of  Kent,  near  Roi 
ney,  by  which  means  troops  from  the  metropolis  ai 
all  the  interior  of  the  country  may  be  immediate 
conveyed  to  that  part  of  the  coast  most  favorable 
the  landing  of  an  enemy,  while,  by  strengthening  tl 
banks  of  the  canal  with  forts,  a  succession  of  poi 
would  be  kejpt  up  to  annoy  and  rettud  the  mareh 
any  amy  which  stiould  land,  and  to  secure  the  retre 
of  their  own. 

In  diis  view,  the  situation  of  the  Chesapeake  ai 
Delaware  canal  is  one  of  the  most  admirable  that  o 
curs  in  the  United  States,  or  could  be  desired  in  ai 
country.  It  is  placed  at  a  great  distance  from  tl 
ocean.  The  river  Delaware  may  be  easily  made  d 
fensible  below  the  mouth  of  the  canal  by  batteries, 
small  navy,  and  other  means  which  have  ahead 
formed  an  admirable  defence  of  that  river.  The  Che 
apeake  Day  oould  also  be  defended  by  a  naval  force  fi 
less  than  would  be  adequate  to  protect  the  coast ;  bi 
if  an  enemy  should  force  its  passage  up  either  bay,  c 
land  below,  and  march  to  possess  themselves  of  tb 
canal,  time  would  be  given  to  prepare  for  defence ;  tfa 
fedli^  of  communication  in  tne  interior  would  ooi 
centrate  the  forces  of  the  country,  and  the  position  c 
the  neighboring  grounds  would  en^le  them  to  mak 
a  bold  and  succeraful  stand. 

This  position  is  indeed  at  once  so  strong  and  s 
central  that  it  is  highly  probable  that,  in  any  fiitnr 
attack  of  the  countiy,  it  would  be  selected  as  the  sta 
tion  of  an  army  of  defence  for  the  Middle  States 
Along  the  northwest  line  of  the  canal  the  eminencei 
of  Iron  hill  and  Gray's  hill  form  high,  bold,  insolatec 
points,  capable  of  being  fortified  against  any  attack 
commanding  the  whole  course  of  the  canal  withiz 
sight,  and  but  a  few  miles  distant  from  both  the  Ches" 
apeake  and  Delaware  bays ;  while  in  their  rear  the; 
have  the  interior  of  the  upper  part  of  Maryland,  Del 
awaie,  and  Pennsylvania,  for  drawing  supplies,  ami 
aifordittg  one  of  the  atrongeat  conntiiea  for  retreat 
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The  difltanoe  of  Hh&B  podlkm  b  wko  nearly  e^nal 
from  the  State  of  New  York  end  from  Vfarghiis;  to 
either  of  whidi  en  eimj  oeiald  be  oonveyed  in  a  few 
home,  bjthe  means  already  pointed  oat,  ehonld  an 
aHaek  be  made  agminet  them. 

The  pnetieabiKty  of  Ibrming  eanak  is  at  this  period 
no  longer  a  matter  of  doubt  or  speculation.  In  £u- 
lope,  ereiy  obstacle  of  nature  hae  been  oiwrcome  in 
oiuer  to  acoomplirii  them ;  where  mountains  or  hills 
interpose,  they  are  either  ascended  and  descended 
again  by  locks,  or  they  are  perforated,  and  the  canals 
carried  through  them,  often  for  many  miles;  TaBeys 
are  crossed  by  embankments  or  by  aqueducts ;  streams 
siid  rivers  by  bridges  of  masonry,  diflfering  fkom  com- 
mon ones  only  in  their  superior  etkengtfi ;  morasses 
are  drained  or  filled  up;  and,  in  short,  the  execution 
of  die  numerous  works  which  have  been  made,  or  are 
now  mekiog,  ftraishee  at  once  'proolB  and  modeb  of 
e^nrf  kind  of  work  which  can  occur  in  effecting  canal 
na^galion ;  so  that,  at  this  moment,  they  do  not  re* 
main  an  object  of  invention*  but  simply  of  imitation 
and  peraeverance. 

The  communication  over  the  isthmus  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  is  of  that  nature  to  have  invited 
the  attention  of  all  men  who  had  just  ideas  of  the  im- 
portant objects  of  canal  navigation,  from  the  earliest 
setUement  of  the  country.    Jio  sooner  had  the  genius 
of  the  Duke  of  Bridgewater  planned  his  great  im- 
provements in  England  than  the  spirit  and  enterprise 
of  the  country,  even  when  ao  young  in  the  arts  and 
ibeble  in  its  means,  was  excited  to  imitate  them.    So 
long  ago  as  the  years  1769  and  1770,  a  committee  of 
the  Philosophical  Society,  consisting  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
Mr.  Rittenhouse,  Mr.  Hollingsworth,  Mr.  Thomas  GU- 
pin,  and  several  others,  were  appointed  to  survey'this 
country,  and  they  ascertained,  in  the  fullest  manner, 
not  only  the  ease,  but  the  practicability  of  a  canal. 
The  ability  of  the  country,  however.  Was  at  that  period 
inadequate  to  undertake  it;  and,  the  war  occoning 
soon  after,  the  task  of  peribrming  it  was  reserved  for 
the  present  age,  with  the  immense  advantages  It  poe- 
assses  in  means,  and  in  the  numexona  examples  ftar- 
Aidhed  by  other  nations. 

l*he  operatioDs  and  surveys  which  have  been  made 
by  the  company  now  formed,  within  the  laal  three 
years,  will  appear  by  the  reports  they  have  published, 
(which  will  be  presented  herewith,)  and  will  fmmish 
tiie  fullest  confinnation  of  those  formerly  made,  with  a 
variety  of  other  facts,  which  tiie  superior  knowledge 
and  ability  of  engineers  at  the  present  period  enable 
0iem  to  make. 

The  course  of  the  canal,  as  now  marked  out  and 
decided  upon,  from  Welch  Point,  on  Elk  river,  where 
vesseb  of  any  siae  may  approach  it,  to  bold  navigaUe 
water  on  the  Christiana,  near  the  Delaware^  is  twenty- 
one  mUes.  All  this  couiae  is  over  a  country  whoUy 
unimpeded  by  hills»  rocki,  morasses,  or  any  material 
difficulty  whatever.  The  canal  is  intended  to  be  sup- 
plied by  water  from'  Elk  river  and  White  Clay  creek, 
taken  at  positions  on  each  of  them  sufficient  to  give 
the  necessary  elevation,  and  conducted  by  feeders,  or 
canak  of  supply,  to  the  main  canal  itself.  These  feed- 
ers are  constructed  on  a  smaller  scale  than  ^e  main 
canal,  but  are  also  made  sufficient  for  barge  naviga- 
tion, and  promise  to  afford  a  considerable  augmenta- 
tion to  the  profits  of  the  work,  as  they  extend  north- 
ward neariy  to  the  boundaries  of  Maryland  and  Dela- 
ware with  Pennsylvania,  countries  afibrding  slone, 
Uae>  timber,  and  many  mineral  productions  in  great 


demand  In  the  Sontheni  Slatee,  and  numerotta  mill* 
seats,  which  may  be  converted  into  manufactoriee  by 
the  aid  the  canal  will  give  Uiem. 

As  the  supply  ef  the  canal  with  water  was  the  basis 
of  its  navigation,  when  completed,  and  aflbided  grsal 
advantages  to  all  the  o|Mntions  of  the  work  itseU^  by 
furnishing  water  carnage  for  removing  the  eazth» 
stone,  and  other  neoeasaiy  materials,  tiie  company 
have  been  engaged,  thus  fiyr,  in  completing  the  canal 
of  supply  from  Elk  river,  which  was  found  to  furnish 
sufficient  water  for  <^ning  the  canal,  and  for  naviga* 
tkm  upon  it  The  ground  through  which  this  foeder 
hae  been  oonstructod  prsaented  many  difficulties  not 
occurring  in  the  main  canal  itself,  as,  in  passing  np* 
wards  to  the  course  of  the  feeder*  it  enters  a  hiUy 
country  abounding  with  ridges  of  stone,  deep  valleyi, 
and  many  other  objects  of  labor ;  none,  however,  of 
more  difilculty  than  yielded  to  a  moderate  degree  of 
persevenuice;  and  the  board  feel  a  great  degree  of  sat* 
iaiietion  that,  in  nearly  completing  it,  as  they  have 
done,  they  have  had  time  and  opportunity  to  form  and 
mature  ar  system  for  their  operatione,  to  gain  eoneidei^ 
able  experience,  to  coUeet  a  body  of  excellent  work- 
men, and,  by  encountering  tiieir  greatest  dlffieultieein 
their  outset,  to  be  prepared  to  enter  upon  the  work  of 
the  main  canal  itself  with  superior  oonfldenee  and  ad* 
vantoge.  The  course  of  the  feeder  which  hae  already 
been  opened  b  about  &f  miles,  which  is  completed, 
except  a  fow  short  spacee,  and  the  conetruction  of  the 
necessary  bridges  and  other  masonry.  The  work  of  a 
few  nranthe,  therefore,  will  ronder  this  part  of  the  un- 
dertaking complete,  and  oenflne  the  fhtura  operationa 
of  the  company  to  the  main  canal  itself. 

As  some  estimate  of  the  expense  of  this  undertaking 
may  be  required,  the  committee  have  only  to  mention 
that,  in  all  works,  whether  of  a  public  or  private  na- 
ture, and  even  in  thoee  of  the  most  rimple  and  custo- 
mary construction,  ^fficultieo  occur  in  forming  just 
estimates,  and  still  mora  in  confining  the  expenditure 
to  them  when  made.  This  observation,  they  ere  sen- 
sible, must  forcibly  apply  to  a  work  neariy  new  in  itv 
Idnd  in  these  States,  and  of  a  nature  more  compU* 
cated  than  usual;  but,  in  the  present  instance,  the 
board  possess  the  advantage  of  considerable  experi- 
ence, whidi  they  trust  tiiey  can  apply,  with  some  con- 
fidence, to  an  estimate  of  their  future  work ;  they, 
therefore,  with  as  much  certainty  as  can  be  expected 
in  an  Undertaking  of  the  kind,  calculate  that  tiie  com- 
pletion of  the  main  canal  will  not  exceed  9nM^006  per 
mile,  or  9660,000  altogether. 

In  the  commencement  of  this  undertaking,  the  pri- 
vate subscriptions  amounted  to  near  $400,000,  of 
which  about  one-fourth  has  been  received  and  ex- 
pended in  purchases  of  the  water-rights  and  land,  and 
in  the  preparations  necessary  to  collect  and  accommo- 
date a  large  body  of  workmen,  and  to  supply  them 
with  tools  and  materials,  and  in  tiie  operations  of  the 
feeder.  From  the  subscriptions,  also,  some  deduction 
must  be  made  for  losses  by  banlmiptcy,  deceased  per- 
sons, and  those  casualties  which  attend  the  collection 
of  money.  After  all  these  are  deducted,  there  re- 
mains a  large  sum  of  efficient  fhnds  for  the  purpose  of 
continuing  the  work. 

The  chief  difficulty,  however,  which  the  board  have 
experienced,  which  offers  itself  as  the  obstacle  to  their 
progress,  and  forms  the  basis  of  their  application  to 
Congress,  is  the  despondency  of  the  private  subscrib- 
ers, many  of  whom  are  persons  of  small  or  moderate 
fbitunes,  to  whom  tiie  amount  of  their  subscriptions  is 
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of  conndermUe  coueqaeneay  and  who,  therefore,  are 
aetpated  1^  fears,  and  feel  the  depriTation  of  capital 
and  interest,  for  a  few  jeaia,  nntu  the  canal  can  be 
completed,  more  forcibly  than  the  joat  and  reasonable 
hopes  that,  when  completed,  the  canal,  in  addition  to 
its  great  public  utility,  will  aJBTord  a  large  priYate  emd- 
nment 

The  calculations  which  have  bisen  formed  upon  this 
head  have  been  founded  upon  the  knowledge  obtained 
by  the  board  of  the  vast  trade  at  all  times  carried  on 
across  the  peninsula,  even  under  the  great  tnconToni- 
enoe  of  carriage  by  land,  a  just  appreciation  of  the  in* 
crease  of  this  trade,  and  the  numerous  adTantages 
otherwise  offered  by  the  canaL 

It,  therefore,  appears  essentially  necessary  to  the 
completion  of  this  work  that  the  patronage  and  sup- 
port of  it  should  be  taken  up  by  the  public,  and  that 
the  hopes  of  individuals  should  rest  upon  something 
beyond  private  exertion.  In  the  present  moment,  it 
may  be  considered  as  one  of  those  children  of  the  pub- 
lic which  is  struggling  for  eziitence,  and  demanding 
that  aid  which  may  confirm  its  strength  and  enable  it 
to  advance  to  maturity.  If  deprived  of  this  support, 
it  will  probably  perish,  and  not  only  become  an  object 
of  great  public  injury  and  regret,  in  its(|lf,  but,  in  its 
example,  protract  the  undertaking  of  all  great  woriu, 
or  load  them  with  despondency  if  begun.  The  aid  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  United  States  would  completely 
revive  the  spirit  and  hopes  of  the  subscribers,  bring 
forth  their  exertions,  and  give  to  the  company  that 
oonfidence  which  would  enable  them  to  draw  reaourccs 
from  their  own  means,  as  the  subscriptions  of  the  indi* 
viduals  would  be  immediately  obtained  whenever  a 
small  degree  of  public  protection  and  support  is  given 
them. 

Of  the  advantage  of  this  protection  and  support, 
the  history  of  the  political  economy  of  all  countries 
fumishes  the  most  ample  proo£  Every  nation  has 
found  it  neeessarv,  in  its  first  attempts  to  establish 
manufactures,  roads,  canals,  and  even  commerce  itself, 
whether  foreign  or  internal,  absolutely  to  begin  them 
at  the  puUic  expense,  or  to  cherish  the  efibrts  which 
the  enterprise  and  public  spirit  of  individuals  prompt 
them  to  make.  The  States  of  Holland  and  of  the 
Low  Countries  first  made,  and  have  ever  since  sup- 
ported, their  canals  with  the  public  money.  Henry 
IV  constructed  the  canal  of  Briare,  and  several  others, 
by  the  same  means.  Lous  XIV  not  only  introduced 
the  manufoctnrss  of  France  by  his  own  institutions, 
but  paid  the  expense  of  the  canal  of  Languedoc,  and 
afterwards  gave  it  to  Mr.  Riquet,  the  engineer,  for- 
ever: and  tile  whole  history  of  the  English  nation, 
and  of  ever^  session  of  its  Parliament,  is  replete  with 
donations  and  acts  for  granting  the  public  aid  and  pro- 
tection to  every  work  which  is  calculated  to  promote 
the  general  system  of  political  economy ;  from  whence 
has  arisen  that  enterprise  in  individuals  which  attempts 
every  improvement,  from  the  confidence  created  by  so 
many  successful  examples,  and  by  the  certainty  that 
the  Government  will,  in  some  way,  lend  its  support 
where  private  means  are  not  sufficient. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal,  though  so  admi- 
rable in  its  natural  situation,  and  of  such  immense 
importance,  has  some  difficulties  of  a  political  nature  to 
encounter,  which  particularly  places  it  under  the  pro- 
tection of  Congress.  It  passes  through  the  extremities 
of  two  SUtes,  vis:  Delaware  and  Maryland,  and  near 
to  that  of  another,  (Pennsylvania,)  without  being  so 
central  to  either  as  to  command  the  general  intensti 


of  either  Gbvemment,  eapeeiaUy  as  both  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania  have  so  many  olgeets  of  a  similar  kind 
in  the  interior  of  their  own  States;  and  Delaware  ia 
poasseied  of  means  too  limited  to  give  the  neoessaij 
encouragement.  Henoe,  though  the  advantages  to  all 
thoee  Statea  are  undoubtedly  great,  its  importance  as 
a  national  work,  and  as  an  undertaking  which  one 
State  leliee  on  the  other  to  attempt,  prevents  its  vo> 
ceiving  the  frill  support  of  either,  and  compels  it  to 
look  to  Congress  frv  aid  and  protection  as  a  national 
work. 

Of  what  nature  or  in  what  way  it  may  appear  expedi- 
ent for  the  Federal  L^paUture  to  grant  its  aid  to  this 
undertaking,  it  is  by  no  means  proper,  or  within  the 
pcovinoe  or  abilities  of  the  committee  to  point  out ; 
whether  in  subscribing  to  a  number  of  ehans,  or  in  a 
specific  grant,  such  as  has  been  given  to  haibora, 
roads,  Uj^t-housea,  and  works  of  a  oimilar  nature,  or 
in  any  other  manner,  moat  be  left  wholly  to  the  supe- 
rior luiowledge  and  discretion  of  the  Legislatare.  AU 
that  the  oommittee  wiah  to  impraos  on  the  members  to 
whom  they  respectfully  ofier  these  obaervations  ia,  the 
immense  importance  of  the  undertaking  itself;  the 
necessity  of  public  support  to  insure  its  progress  or 
save  it  from  ruin ;  and  the  certainty  that  even  a  very 
moderate  aid  will  increase  its  private  support,  and  in- 
sure the  execution  of  a  work,  great,  indeed,  in  its  own 
importance,  but  still  greater  as  the  basis  and  example 
of  all  others  which  the  improvement  of  our  countzr 
may  require,  or  the  genius  and  enterprise  of  its  citi- 
sens  undertake  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  Union, 
detached  from  the  objects  of  particular  States,  of  which 
the  wisdom  of  Congress  will  always  form  the  beat 
judgment  sad  discrimination. 

KENSET  JOHNS, 
JOSHUA  GILPIN, 
ROBT.  H.  GOLDSBOROUGH. 
Dxcixaxs  1, 1805. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  memorial  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  presented  the 
88lh  of  January,  1806,  with  the  oboervatiooa  ac- 
companying the  same,  together  with  the  report 
of  the  Senate  thereupon,  of  the  Slat  of  March, 
1806,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 


Wkdnbsdat,  February  7. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affdirs,  to  whom  wea  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
*^  An  act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property 
lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,"  re* 
ported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  DaooBTT  presented  the  petition  of  Horatio 
Aldin  db  Co.,  and  others,  citizens  of  Con necticat, 
praying  compeosation  for  a  number  of  vessels 
destroyed  by  the  enemy,  in  Connecticut  river,  on 
the  8th  of  April,  1814,  as  stated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read^  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Morrissett,"  reported  it  with 
an  amendment. 

Mr.  WiLLUM 8,  from  the  committee  to  wkom 
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was  referred  Ibe  petition  of  Richard  Mitchell, 
made  a  report,  which  wasjread,  together  with  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitchell;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to«a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  QMiniorial  of  Aboer 
Landrum,  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  stone 
ware  to  a  considerable  eitent,  prajiof  the  protec* 
tioD  of  Congress  in  regulating  the  tanff  of  duties, 
as  stated  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an 
Uniform  National  Currency. 

Mr.  Campbbll,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
naace  and  an  Uniform  and  National  Currency, 
aubmitted  the  following  motion  for  consideration : 

Ruohidt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  direeted  to  ascertain,  and  cause  to 
be  laid  before  the  Senate,  a  statement  ezhfliitnig  the 
actual  condition  of  the  several  incorporated  banks 
within  the  District  of  Odombia,  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  1816,  specifying  the  actual  and  authoined 
amount  of  their  capital  stock,  the  amount  of  specie, 
and  the  amount  of  the  bills  or  notes  of  other  bsnks  in 
their  Tanlts;  the  amount  of  debts  due  to,  and  of  notes 
or  bills  in  circnlation  of  each  bank. 

Mn  Tait  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah  Goelet, 
widow  of  James  F.  Goelet,  deceased,  formerly 
Sailtngmaster  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 

graying  that  the  pension  allowed  her  late  bus- 
aiid  may  be  extended  to  her,  during  her  life,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  Hunt- 
ing Miller,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Bast  Hamp- 
ton, in  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  the  estab- 
ment  of  a  post  office  in  that  place,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  John 
Duckworth,  y,,  and  others. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  ihe  committee  to  whom  the 
sobject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill,  authorixiog 
a  subscription  for  the  printing  of  a  second  edition 
of  the  public  documents;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  pa^ised  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  *An  act  laying  a  duty  on  imported 
salt,  ffraoting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported, 
and  allowances  to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the 
fisheries,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed — 
yeas  22,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bany,  Bibb,  Brown,  Camp- 
bell, Chace^  Coodit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard, 
Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Morrow, 
Roberts,  Buggies,  Sanford,  Tait,  Talbot,  Taylor,  WeUa, 
and  WiLfon. 

Nats — Messrs.  Goldsborongh,  Macon,  Thompson, 
Tichenor,  Turner,  and  Vamum. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Naval  Committee,  on  the  petition  of 
James  P.  Watson :  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time 
to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  and  that  he 
have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  bill  concerning  certain  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  was  read 
the  second  time  and  considered  as  in  Committee 


of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  opening  and  working 
copper  mines  on  Lake  Superior,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  taken  up 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the  Airther 
consideration  thereof  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  con* 
strueiion  of  roads  and  canals,  was  read  theaec* 
ond  time,  and  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
postponed  until  Friday  next 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  subscribe  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States  for  —  shares,  in  the  capital  stook  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  was 
read  the  second  tnne,and  taken  up  as  in  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  further  consideration 
postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  pro* 
viding  for  the  Library  of  Congress,  together  with 
the  amendmenta  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee.  Mr.  Varnum  was  reqnested  to  take 
the  Chair,  and  the  bill  havini;  been  amended,  the 
President  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Vasndii 
reported  the  bill  accordingly ;  and  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativos 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
^^  An  act  concerning  the  convention  to  regulate 
the  commerce  between  the  territories  of  the 
United  States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty,"  with 
amendments;  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend* 
menu  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb,  they 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  On  Foreign  Re* 
lations,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  O0LD8BOROUOH  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration : 

JKeso/sei,  That  the  Seoretsry  of  the  Navy  be  in- 
structed to  lay  before  the  Senate  copies  of  all  tho  cor- 
respondence he  may  have  had  with  the  priie  agent, 
the  navy  agent  at  New  York,  and  other  persons,  rela* 
tive  to  the  ship  Cyane,  captorsd  by  the  United  Statea 
fiigate  Constitution;  and  that  he  furnish  copies  of 
certificates  of  the  Taluation  of  the  difbrent  prises 
brought  into  the  United  States,  bv  the  ships  of  war, 
and  taken  into  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  with 
a  statement  of  their  actual  force  when  captured. 

The  Prbsioent  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  stating  that 
the  measures  which  have  been  authorized  by  the 
Board,  subsequent  to  their  last  report  of  the  6th 
of  February,  1815,  so  far  as  the  same  have  been 
completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treajtury  to  this  Board,  dated 
the  6th  day  of  the  present  month,  and  in  the 
statements  therein  referred  to,  which  are  here* 
with  transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  a 
part  of  this  report ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  Walter 
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Jmies,  jr.,  and  others,  isbabitnts  of  the  District 
of  Colambia,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  re* 
latiog  to  slaves  he  id  by  persons  residing  therein ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
eommittee ;  and  Messrs.  Lacock.  Barbour,  and 
QoLDBBOROUGH,  were  appointed  the  cofflmittee. 
Mr.  Chaoe  called  up  the  petition  of  Henry 
Dishbron  and  James  Chittenden,  of  the  Michigan 
Territory,  presented  the  12th  of  January,  1812, 
praying  compensation  for  property  taken  and  de- 
stroyed by  the  Indians  and  British,  as  stated  in 
the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 


Thursday,  February  8. 

The  Pbbsideiit  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Nary  Pension  Fund, 
transmitting  their  annual  statement  respecting 
the  operation  of  their  trust }  showing  the  amount 
of  the  fund,  the  number  of  the  pensioners,  and 
the  amount  of  disbursements;  which  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitchell  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the 
printing  of  a  second  edition  of  the  public  docu- 
ments was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  7th  instant,  for  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  lay  before  the  Senate 
certain  information  relative  to  the  ship  Cyane, 
and  other  prizes  brought  into  the  United  States, 
and  taken  into  the  service  thereof,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  bill  further  providing  for  the  Library  of 
Congress,  having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  eagrossed,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
the  blank  filled  with  ^  one  thousand." 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  *^  An  act  providing  for  the  settlement 
of  certain  accounts  against  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress, and  for  establishing  the  salary  of  the  Li- 
brarian. 

The  bill  concerning  certain  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Besolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be,  '^An  act  concerning  certain  courts  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Sanpobd,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  one  or  more  Judge  Advocates  in  the 
Navy. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnum,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  which  relates 
to  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Currency, 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ot 
confining  the  payment  of  all  taxes^  and  other 
moneys  due  the  United  States,  to  specie  Treasury 
notes,  and  the  notes  of  such  banks  as  are  in  the 
practice  of  redeeming  their  notes  with  specie. 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsbt,  the  committee  to 
whom'was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Tilton, 
late  Physician  and  Surgeon  (General  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  StateSj»were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Secretary  for  the  Departmant  of  War,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  *'Ad 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee,  and  Mr.  Varnum  by  request  took  the 
Chair;  and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  on 
motion  by  Mr*  Mabov,  of  New  Hampshire,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  on  til 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
ktiona,  to  whom  were  referred  the  amendmeota 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  enti* 
tied  *'An  act  concerning  the  convention  to  regu* 
late  the  commerce  between  the  territories  of 
the  United  States,  and  His  Britannic  Majesty," 
together  with  the  bill,  reported  tbem  without 
amendment;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb,  tha 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cam PBBLi^  from  the  Committee  on  Financa 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  rep^ 
the  duties  on  certain  articles  manufactured  within 
the  United  States,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Redman  Coxe,"  reported  it 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr«  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  further  sup- 
plementary to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  providinff 
for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of 
public  lands,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory ;''  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  7th  instant,  for  directing  the  Seo* 
retary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 
the  Senate  a  statement,'  exhibiting  the  actual  con«- 
dition  of  the  several  incorporated  banks  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  on  the  first  day  of  Jan* 
uary,  1816,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill^  to  reward 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  United  States' 
brig  Argus ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Daoubtt,  the 
consideration  thereof  was  further  postponed,  ontii 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act,  for  the  reliefofWilliamMorrissett,"  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  se- 
lect committee,  and  the  amendment  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly  ;  and  on  the  question  "  Shall 
the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
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third  ticne  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  io 
the  affirmative. 


Friday,  Feliraary,  9. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill,  to  reward 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  United  States' 
brig  ArsQs ;  and  on  motion,  hy  Mr.  Tait,  that 
the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays  14,  as 
follows: 

TxAS — Mefir8.Bibb,  Gaillard,  King,  Lacoek,  Macon, 
Maaon  of  New  Hampshire,  Af  orrow,  Roberts,  Ruggles, 
Talbot,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tnmer,  Yamam, 
Wells,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bany,  Brown,  Chace  Condit,  Dag- 
gett, Dana,  Fromentin,  Goldsborongh,  Harper,  Horsey, 
Howell,  Mason  of  Viiginia,  Sanlbrd,  and  Ticbenor. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  conven- 
tion to  're|;ulate  the  commerce  between  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  and  His  Britannic 
Majesly." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  that  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof,  together  with  the  bill,  be  post- 
poned until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  17,  nays  18,  as 
follows : 

Tbas— ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Chaoe,  Daggett, 
Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Goldsborongh,  Horsey,  Howell, 
Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Sanfbrd, 
Talbot,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  and  Tomer. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Campbell,  Condit, 
Dana,  Harper,  Lacock,  Macon,  Mason  of  Virginia, 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Roggles,  Tai^  Taylor,  Vamum, 
Wells,  William^  and  Wilson. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  considera 
tion  thereof  was  postponed  uotil  to-morrow. 
The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  February  12. 

Mr.  Williams  presented  ihe  petition  of  Alfred 
M.  Carter,  of  Tennessee,  on  behalfof  himself  and 
the  other  heirs  of  his  deceased  father,  Landon 
Carter,  praying  payment  for  an  unliquidated  loan 
office  certificate,  for  five  hundred  dollars,  as  stated 
in  the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  Na- 
tional Currency. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Jones  and  others,  who  were  attached  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates'  brig  Jefferson,  on  Lake  Ontario,  io  the 
late  war,  and  emlMirked  on  board  the  scnoooer 
Surprise,  for  Baltimore,  to  join  the  United  States 
ship  Erie,  and  were  cast  away  on  their  passage, 
and  lost  all  their  clothing  and  other  effects,  and 
praying  compensation  for  the  same,  as  stated  in 
the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Roberts  also  presented  the  petition  of 

Josejph  Henry  and  others,  who  were  attached  to 

the  flotilla,  in  the  Patuxent,  under  the  command 
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of  Commodore  Barney,  in  the  late  war,  durinf 
the  invasion  of  the  enemy,  praying  compensation 
for  their  clothing,  which  was  destroyed  by  blow* 
in£  up  the  said  flotilla,  as  stated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Committee 
on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Curreoey, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial  of  Walter 
Willis,  and  others,  of  New  York,  and  the  memo* 
rial  of  George  Roberts  and  others,  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  were  discharged  from  the 
farther  consideration  thereof,  respectively. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Qeorge  Nebinger, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

Mr.  QoLDSBORODQH  presented  the  memorial  of 
James  Kemp^  President  of  the  Bible  Society  of 
Baltimore,  praying  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may  be  authorized  by  law  to  remit 
the  duties  on  the  importation  of  eertain  stereo- 
type plates,  as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  whieh 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pi- 
nance  and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

The  bill  further  supplementary  to  Che  act,  en* 
titled  '*An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification 
of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Reprrsentatives,  to 
the  bill, entitled  *^An  act  concerning  the  oonven- 
tion  to  regulate  the  commerce  between  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  Uoited  States  and  His  Britaanie 
Maiesty." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  to  agree  to  the  firat 
amendment,  to  wit :  line  one,  strike  out  the  words, 
**and  declared,"  it  was  determined  in  the  nega* 
live — yeas  15,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

YxAs — McMrs.  Bibb,  Campbell,  Condit,  Dana*  La- 
oock,  Macon,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Robert^ 
RogglM*  Tait,  Taylor,  Varnmn,  WiUiams,  and 
Wilaon. 

Nats— 'Messrs.  Baibonr,  Banr,  Brown,  Chace,  Dag^ 
gett,  Fromentin,  GaiUaid,  Goldsborongh,  Harper,  Hor^ 
aej,  Howell,  Hunter,  King,  Maaon  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Talbot,  Thompaon,  Tichenor,  Turner,  and 
Wells. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  to  agree  to  the  other 
amendment,  to  wit ;  line  2,  after  the  word  "  as- 
sembled," strike  out  the  residue  of  the  bill,  and 
in  lien  thereof,  insert  as  follows : 

**  That  the  same  dutiea  be,  and  the  aame  are  heieby., 
impoaed  on  arttclea  of  the  growth,  produoe,  or  mann/EaCK 
Uue,  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  in  Enn^, 
imported  into  the  United  States  in  Britiih  veaaDls^  aa 
are,  or  shall  be  uaposed  on  the  importation  of  the  like 
articles  in  American  vessels. 

8x0.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  same 
tonnage,  and  other  duties  and  charges,  are  hereby  im- 
posed on  British  vessels  in  any  of  the  porta  of  the 
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United  States,  aa  are,  or  may  be  payable  in  the  same 

B>rte,  by  Teaeels  of  the  United  States,  except  such 
ritiah  f  essels,  as  shall  come  from  Ae  West  Indiea  or 
the  dominiona  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  in  North 
America. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaeted,  That  the  same 
bounty  shall  be  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  vaj  arti- 
cle, the  growtii,  produce,  or  manu&cture  of  the  United 
Statea,  to  Hia  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  in  Eu- 
rope, when  such  exportation  shall  be  in  Britiah  yes- 
aws  as  are,  or  may  be  allowed  when  such  exportation 
isp  or  may  be  in  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

Sxc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  in  all  cases 
where  drawbacks  are,  or  may  be  allowed  on  the  re- 
oxportation  of  any  gooda,  the  growth,  produce,  or  man- 
ufactures of  the  territories  of  His  Britannic  Majesty, 
the  same  drawback  shall  be  allowed  on  such  re- 
exportation, where  the  original  importation  of  the  same 
may  ^ve  been  in  Britiidi  vessels,  aa  are,  or  may 
be  allowed  on  such  re-exportation,  where  the  original 
importation  may  have  been  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaeted^  That  so  much  of 
each  and  every  act  of  Congress  as  is  inconsistent  vrtUi 
the  provisions  of  this  act  be,  and  the  aame  is  hereby, 
repealed. 

Sac.  e.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  thia  act 
•hall  take  effect  from  and  after  the  22d  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1815,  and  continue  in  force  unUl  the  dd  day  of 
July,  18199  And  no  longer." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11, 
nays  23,  aa  followa : 

TaA8— Measrs.  Bibb,  Campbell,  Condit,  Lacock, 
Macon,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Hoberts,  Ruggles, 
Vamum,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Chace, 
Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  GaiUard,  Goldaborough, 
Harper,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  King,  Mason  of 
New  Hampshire,  Tait,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
Tichenor,  Turner,  Wells,  and  Williams. 

So  it  was,  Resolved^  That  the  Senate  disagree 
to  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tatives  to  the  bill  last  mentioned. 


Tuesday,  February  13. 

The  Pbesidbnt  commaoicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience  to 
the  resolution  of  ihe  House  of  Representatives, 
of  the  23d  of  February,  1815,  on  the  anbjeet  of  a 
f[eneral  tariff  of  duties,  proper  to  be  imposed  on 
imported  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise;  and 
the  report  was  read,  and  two  hundred  additional 
copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
faire, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wil- 
liam Lawrence,  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  privates,  composing  the  garrisun  of  Fort 
Bowyer,  in  the  Summer  of  the  year  1814 ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Goelet^  reported  the  followiDg  resolution,  which 
waa  read : 


Remihedf  That  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner,  and  that  she  have  leave  to  vrith- 
draw  her  petition. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Qeorge  S.  Wise,"  with 
instractioos  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  some  general  provisions  by  law  for  simi- 
lar eases,  reported  it  without  amendment  toge- 
ther with  tnc  following  resolution,  which  was 
read: 

Rt96lvedj  That  it  ia  inetpedient  to  make  any 
general  provisions  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Campbbll  laid  before  the  Senate  the  rea- 
olutiona  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, rejecting  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  which 
were  read. 

Mr.  C.  also  communicated  the  instructions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tenneaaee  to 
their  Senators  in  Congress,  to  lay  before  the  Gen- 
eral Gbvernment  the  expediency  of  delaying  the 
collection  of  the  direct  tax,  either  in  whole  or  in 
part ;  also,  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  effect  the 
passage  of  a  law  exonerating  part  of  the  citizeaa 
of  white  county  from  the  payment  of  any  more 
direct  tax,  until  they  are  placed  on  an  eouality 
with  the  other  citizens  of  the  State ;  which  were 
read. 

The  bill,  enttitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
William  Morrissett,"  was  read  a  third  time,  aa 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill,  authorizing  a  subscription 
for  the  printing  of  a  second  edition  of  the  public 
documenu,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  PaaaioBNT  communicated  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  instructing 
their  Senators  in  Congress,  and  requesting  their 
Representatives  to  use  their  endeavors  to  procure 
the  passage  of  a  law  ''  providing  for  the  organi- 
zation, arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and 
for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
also  providing  more  effectuallv  for  calling  tbeoi 
forth  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
suppress  insurrections, and  repel  invasions;  which 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  oi 
the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  militia. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  for  a 
propoaed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
united  States,  that  the  Senators  of  the  United 
Statea  shall  be  chosen  for  three  years :  and  Mr. 
Vabnum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair.  And, 
after  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Tuesdav  next. 

Mr.  BARBoca,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  relating  to  the  claims 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on 
State  and  Continental  Establishment,  for  bouiity 
lands,  reported  a  bill  to  ascertain  and  establish 
the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  reserved  for 
satisfying  the  military  bounties  allowed  to  the 
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offieers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  Con- 
tinencal  EstablishmeDt.  And  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  BarbouRj  from  the  same  committee,  fur- 
ther made  report,  together  with  the  following  res- 
olution : 

SeBohed,  That  provision  should  be  made  by  law 
for  satis^ring  Uie  claims  for  land  bounty  of  the  officeis 
and  soldiers  of  the  said  State,  on  her  own  establish- 
ment. 

And  the  report  and  resolution  were  read,  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Tuemy  next. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  relative  to  the  wid- 
ows and  orphiins  of  the  militia,  who  died  in  the 
■enriee  of  the  United  States,  made  a  report ; 
which  was  read* 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  to  indemnify  the  sureties  of  Commd- 
dore  John  Rodgers,  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
^  An  act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property 
lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while 
in  the  military  service  of  the  the  United  States.** 

Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  proposed  to 
insert  in  the  bill  the  following  amendment : 

**  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  and  he'is 
hereby  authorised  to  appoint  so  many  oommissioners 
as  he  shall  deem  necessary  lor  the  fwarposes  hersinaf- 
ler  mentioned,  who  shall  be  respectively  awom  faith- 
loUy  to  perform  their  tiosts.  All  testimony  to  be  ad- 
mitted m  sui^port  of  any  claim  sgainstthe  United 
States,  irithin  the  provisions  oi  this  aol,  shall  be  taken 
on  oath  belbre  some  one  of  such  eommissioneis.  And 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  oomnussioners  carefully 
to  examine  all  witnesses  produced  before  them,  on 
audi  interrogatories,  and  according  to  such  instruo- 
tions  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
IVeasory,  touching  the  following  dainis,  to  wit  :'* 

Considerable  discussion  took  place  on  this 
amendment,  in  which  Messrs.  Barbour  and  Tal- 
ROT  opposeu,  and  Mr.  Maboit,  of  New  Hamp- 
ahire^  supported  the  motion.  Before  the  question 
was  taken,  the  subject  was  laid,  for  the  present, 
on  the  table,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  Executive  business. 


JtcBohed,  That  the  petition  of  Daniel  Renner  and 
Nathaniel  H.  Heath,  is  nnrsasonable,  and  ought  not 
to  be  granted,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  withdraw 
their  petition. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Mill* 
tary  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  the  representatives  of  Ignace  Delino,  made  a 
report,  together  with  the  following  resolutioas; 
wnich  were  read : 


Wbdnbodat,  February  14. 

The  resolution  to  indemnify  the  sureties  of 
Commodore  John  Rodgers  was  twice  read,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Daniel  Renner  and  Nathaniel  H.  Heath,  praying 
compensation  for  losses  sustained  by  the  depre- 
dation of  the  enemy,  during  their  barbarous  ir- 
ruption into  the  District  of  Columbia,  made  a 
report,  together  with  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read : 


Retoheiy  That  the  petition  of  Ignace  Delino  is 
sonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted. 

Reiohed,  That  proviaion  should  be  made  for  ascer- 
taining, with  predaion,  the  amount  of  losses  snstaiBed 
by  the  said  Ignace  Delmo. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Catharine  Robertson,  made  a  report,  together 
with  the  following  resolution ;  which  was  read : 

Re90hed,  That  the  petition  of  Catharine  HobertaoR 
be  rejected. 

Mr.  Hunter,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  the  bill  for  the 
relief  oi  Jacob  Babbitt  and  John  Dennis ',  and  the 
bill  was  re^d,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
William  Lawrence,  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, and  privates,  composing  the  garrison  of 
Fort  Bowyer,  in  the  Summer  of  the  year  1814,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sarah  Goe- 
let:  Whereupon, 

Hesotved,  That  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  and  that  she 
have  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to 
whom  was  recommitted  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Qeorge  S.  Wise,''  with  in- 
structions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ma* 
king  some  general  provisions  by  law,  for  similar 
cases:  Whereupon, 

Eeeohed^  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  any 
general  provisions  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  CAMPRBLi.  communicated  the  inscructiona 
of  the  Legialature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to 
their  Sena  tore  in  Congress,  to  use  their  best  en- 
deavors to  have  provision  made  for  the  payment 
of  arms  impressed  and  lost,  or  destroyed,  in  the 
service  of  the  ynited  States ;  which  were  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  inetMi  on 
their  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
concerning  the  convention  to  regulate  the  com- 
merce between  the  territories  of  the  United 
Sutes  and  His  Britannic  Majesty."  They  ask  a 
conference  upon  the  subject  of  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses,  and  have  appointed  man- 
agers on  their  part. 

They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  direct  tax  upon  the  United 
States,  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  vear 
1816 ;  and  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  act,  entitled  '  An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenue  for  defraying 
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the  expenses  of  QoTernmeDt,aod  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 
coUectiDg  the  same ;"  and  also  the  act,  entitled 
'^An  act  to  provide  additional  revenue  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintain- 
ing the  public  credit,  by  layinj^  a  direct  tax  upon 
the  District  of  Columbia;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  ordnance  and  ordnance 
stores,  for  the  year  1816 ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
rewarding  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop  of 
war  Hornet,  for  the  capture  and  destruction  of 
thai^British  sloop  of  war  Penguin  ;''  a  *'  resolution 
requesting  the  President  to  present  medals  to  Cap- 
tain Stewart,  and  the  officers  of  the  frigate  Con- 
stitution ;"  also,  a  "resolution  requesting  the  Pres- 
ident to  present  medals  to  Captain  James  Biddle, 
and  the  officers  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet;"  in 
which  bills  and  resolutions  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

BRITISH  DEPREDATIONS. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affiiirs,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of 
Nicholas  Boilevin,  of  John  de  Lassize,  and  of 
Jumonville  de  Villiers  and  others,  praying  com- 
pensation for  losses  sustained  by  the  depredations 
of  the  enemy  in  tiie  late  war,  made  an  adverse 
report  thereon;  which  was  read,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

That  no  doubt  exists  on  the  minds  of  the  oommittee 
as  to  the  truth  of  the  ftcts  disclosed  in  the  petitions ; 
the  losses  complained  of,  resulting  from  a  barbarous 
warfare  csnied  on  by  the  ferodous  inhabitanu  of  the 
wilds,  as  well  as  by  the  regnUu  forces  of  His  Britan- 
nic Majesty,  have  been  most  severe  on  the  unfortunate 
petitioners.  Whether  it  becomes  the  magnanimity  of 
a  Government  whose  only  object  should  be  the  pro- 
tection and  prosperity  of  all  its  citizens  to  dispense 
relief  in  cases  like  these,  and  thereby  to  cause  the  war 
to  fall  equally  on  all,  is  a  question  which  the  commit- 
tee believe  is  placed  beyond  their  cognizance,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  course  heretofore  pursued  by  Congress 
in  regard  to  losses  sustained  during  the  war— a  eourse 
which  seems  to  inculcate  that  indemnity  is  due  to  all 
those  whose  losses  have  arisen  from  m  acts  of  our 
own  Government,  mr  those  acting  under  its  authority ; 
while  losses  produced  by  the  conduct  of  Uie  enemy  are 
to  be  classed  among  the  unavoidable  calamities  of  war, 
and  do  not  entitle  the  snflerers  to  indemnifioation  by 
the  Government  The  losses  of  the  petitioneis  belong 
to  the  latter  class,  and  therefore  the  committee,  yield- 
ing to  what  is  believed  to  be  the*^  settled  purpose  of 
Congress,  have  agreed  to  the  following  resolution : 

IU$ohed,  That  the  petitions  of  Nicholas  BoiloTin, 
John  de  Lassize,  and  inmonville  de  Villieis,  and 
others,  are  unreasonable,  and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


Tbcrsoat,  February  15. 

Oil  motion  by  Mr.  Barry,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ez^ 
tending,  by  law,  to  all  settlers  on  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States,  who  have  settled  thereon 
since  the  1st  day  of  January,  1808,  the  same  priv- 
ilege extended  to  each  settled  prior  to  that  day,  by 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed 


March  3d,  1807 ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  re* 
port  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Barrt, 
Morrow,  and  Browii,  were  appointed  the  cooi* 
mittee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Kino, 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Benmte 
procure  for  their  use  four  eopies  of  Briee'e  Selec- 
tion of  the  Commercial  Laws  of  the  United 
States;  also  four  copies  of  Gkaydon's  Digest  of 
the  Laws  of  the  United  States;  and  also  four 
copies  of  Pitkin's  Sutistical  View  of  the  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROUGB  presented  the  petition  of 
E.  R.  Dopont,  and  others,  manufacturers  of  gun- 
powder, prayine  an  increase  of  duty  on  foreign 
gunpowder,  and  also  to  exempt  it  from  the  bene- 
fit of  a  drawback  of  duties  on  its  re-ezportatioo, 
as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency. 

Mr.  Coiforr  presented  the  petition  of  hrael 
Crane,  and  others,  manu&cturers  of  cotton,  in 
West  Bloomfieid,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
praying  the  protection  of  Congress,  for  reaaoaa 
stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  three  bills  and  two  resolutions  breoght  op 
yesterday  for  concurrence,  were  read,  and  paasca 
to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb, 

Ruolved,  That  the  Senate  inri$i  on  their  dit- 
agreemene  to  the  amendments  of  the  Hoose  of 
Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  ooa- 
cerning  the  convention  to  regulate  the  eommerae 
between  the  territories  of  the  United  Slates  aad 
His  Britannic  Majesty,"  and  agree  to  the  tM- 
ference  proposed  thereon. 

Orderedy  That  Messrs.  Kiko,  Barbour,  aad 
Bibb,  be  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  to  indemnify  the  sureties  of 
Commodore  Rodgers,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed — yeas  22,  nays  5,  as  follows : 

Tba»— MeaBm.Bari)our,Bany,  Bibb^  Brown^haee, 
Condit,  Daggett,  Gaillard,  Goldsboroogh,  Harper» 
Howell,  Hunter,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Maaon  of 
Yirginia,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Talbot,  Tait,  Tichenor» 
Turner,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  King,  Macon,  Morrow,  Thompson, 
and  Vamum. 

Mr.  Daogett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Jonathan  Rogers,  jun.,  of  Waterford, 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Harpbr  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  briuff  in  a  bill  to  establish  a  law  library 
at  the  Seat  of  Government,  for  the  use  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States ;  and  also  a 
bill  to  limit  the  right  of  appeal  and  writ  of  error 
from  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  to 
cases  amounting  to dollars,  or  upwards. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
petitions  of  Arthur  Tappan  and  John  Frothing- 
nam,  were  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion  thereof,  respectively. 


137 


mSTOEY  OF  OONaBBSS. 


188 


MiBBUABy,  1816. 


ProoeediMgt, 


Sbmati. 


The  Senate  r«attmed  the  coDtidtraiioo  of  the 
report  of  the  Covimittee  oq  Militarf  Affairs,  to 
waom  was  referred  the  petitions  of  Nicholas  Boil* 
eviD,  of  John  de  Ltssize,  and  of  Jamonville  de 
Villiers,  and  others. 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  deter^ 
mined  in  the  afirmatiYe— yees  26,  nays  3,  at 
follows : 


Tbas— Meam.  Baiteur,  Bany,  Bibb,  Condit,  Daf- 
aett,  Gaillvd,  Harper,  Howell,  Heater,  King,  Lacoek, 
Sfaom,  Mason  of  New  Haaspshiie,  Mason  of  Tirghiia, 
lietiow,  Roberts,  Rqgglas,  Talbot,  Taift^  Taylor,  Thon^- 
eon,Ticheaor,Tonier,yaiiinm,  WilUams,an4  Wilson. 

NATa**-Msas».  Brown,  Fromentin,  Goldsboroagh* 

So  it  was  Remdved,  That  the  petitions  of  Nioh- 
olas  Boilevln.  John  de  Lassize,  and  Jamonville 
do  Villers,  and  others,  are  unreaeoDable,aod  ooght 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairik  on 
the  petition  of  Daniel  Renner,  and  If  athaniel  H. 
Heath.    Whereupon, 

Heaoited,  That  the  petition  of  Daniel  Renner 
and  Nathaniel  H.  Heath  is  unreasonable,  and 
ought  not  to  be  granted ;  and  that  they  have  leave 
to  withdraw  their  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  on 
the  memorial  of  Catharine  Robertson ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Saturday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considemtion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  AfiairS|0n 
the  petition  of  the  representatives  of  Ignaee  Ue- 
lino ;  and  the  further  eonsideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

The  bill  for  therelief  of  Jacob  Babbit  and  John 
DennisL  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  ascertain  and  establish  the  boundary 
of  the  tract  reserved  to  satisfy  the  military  boon- 
lies  allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Vir- 
ginia iin^  on  Continental  Sstablishmentj  was  read 
the  second  time. 


Friday,  February  16. 

The  PnaainaNT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  oa  the  petition  of 
Barah  Jarvisand  others,  prepared  in  obedience  to 
Uie  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  12th  insunt  i 
and  the  report  was  read. 

The  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  present  medals  to  Captain  Chas. 
Stewart,  and  the  officers  of  the  frigate  Constitu- 
tion, was  read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  topresent  mMals  to  Captain  James 
Biddle,  and  the  officers  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill^eatided  *'An  act  to  reduce  the  amount 
of  direct  uz  upon  the  United  States,  and  the 
District  of  Columbia,  for  the  year  1816 ;  and  to 
repeal  in  part  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenue  for  defraying  the  ejipenaes  of 
Qovttrnment.  and  maintaining  the  public  credit.  I 
hy  laying  a  direct  tai  upon  the  United  States,  and  * 


to  provide  for  asseuing  and  collecting  the  same;*^ 
ana  abo  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenue  for  defraying  the  exoeoses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  pubuc  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia ;'*  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uniform 
National  Currency. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  for  the 
year  1816."  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re* 
lerred  to  toe  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  rewarding  the  of- 
ficers and  crew  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  for 
the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  British  sloop 
of  war  Penguin ;''  was  read  the  second  time^  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Ricoard  Mitchell ;  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  increase  the  pensions 
of  Robert  White  and  Jacob  Wrlghter^"  with 
amendments ;  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Vabnum,  the  amendments 
of  the  House  ot  Representatives  to  the  bill  last 
mentioned,  together  with  the  bill,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  authoriaing  the  opening  and  working  copper 
mines  on  Lake  Superior,  and  for  other  purposes: 
and,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  determinedin  the 
nmtive. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  appsopriatioos  for  the 
construction  o(  roads  and  canals ;  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  bill  .to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  subscribe,  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  tor  *— -  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  was 
resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  to  repeal  the  duties  on  certain  articles 
manufactured  within  the  United  States;"  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  sup- 
plementary to  the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  providing 
lor  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of 
public  land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory;"  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  fprj  Tnoada/ 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
WholC)  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  eotitled  ^'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Oeorge  S.  Wise ;"  a|i4  the 
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forther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  nntil 
the  first  Monday  in  Julv  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill  for  the  relief 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  Lawrence,  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  prirates,  compo- 
sing the  garrison  of  Fort  Bowyer,  in  the  Summer 
of  the  Tear  1814;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumedj  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill,  for  the 
relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt  and  John  Dennis;  and, 
after  debate,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

Tne  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Rogers,  junior,  of 
Waterford,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut/'  and 
Mr.  Varrun  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair ; 
and  no  amendment  baring  been  proposed  thereto, 
the  President  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Var- 
HUM  reported  the  bill  to  the  Senate ;  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Redman  Coxe,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee ; 
and  the  amendment  bar  ins  been  agreed  to,  the 
Prebidbnt  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly s  and  on  the  question,  ^  Shall  the  amend- 
ment be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time 
as  amended  1"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Mr.  Kino  presented  the  petition  of  B.  E.  Ver- 

I'oDf  praying  a  patent  right  may  be  granted  to 
»m  tor  certain  improrements  in  refining  sugar, 
notwithstanding  his  non-residence  in  the  United 
States  for  the  term  required  by  law ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee; and  Messrs.  Kino,  Bbown,  and  Hunter, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Harper  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring' 
in  a  bill  to  establish  a  law  library,  at  the  Seat  of 
QoTernment,  for  the  use  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Harper  also  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  limit  the  rieht  of  appeal  from 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  tor  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Barry,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  relating  to 
settlers  bn  the  lands  of  the  United  States ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  February  19. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  exhibitioff  the  actual 
condition  of  the  several  incorporated  hanks  with- 
in the  District  of  Columbia,  on  the  Ist  day  of 
January,  1816,  as  reported  by  the  cashiers,  to  that 
Department,  made  m  compliance  with  the  reso- 1 


Intion  of  the  Senate  of  the  8th  instant,  and  the 
report  was  read. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Philip  Wilhelmi,  a  citizen  of  the  United  StatesL 
praying  permission  to  bring  into  the  Unitea 
States  certain  slaves  from  the  island  of  Saint 
Thomas,  as  stated  and  described  in  the  petition  $ 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee; and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Varndm,  and  Bibb, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  RoBBRTs,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  L.  Pearsoo,. 
made  a  report,  which  was  read. — Whereupon, 

Retoivea^  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  memorial  of  David 
Rymes,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  boroush  of 
Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  Delaware ;  and  also 
the  memorial  of  the  burgesses  and  borough  coun- 
cil of  the  said  borough,  praying  protection  to 
the  manufacturing  eatablishments  in  the  Una- 
ted  States,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memorials  i 
which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committea 
on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Hunter  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow  ha 
should  ask  leave  to  briuff  in  a  bill  providing  for 
the  publication  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  Sutes. 

The  bill  relating  to  settlers  on  the  Innds  of  tb» 
United  States,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  limit  the  right  of  appeal  from  th» 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  law  library  at  the  Seat 
of  Government,  for  the  use  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriation for  the  construction  of  roads  and  ca- 
nals, and  Mr.  Varnum  was  requested  to  uke  the 
Chair;  and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe,  in  be- 
half of  the  United  States,  for  — —  shares  in  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jona- 
than Rogers,  jr.,  of  Waterford,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,^'  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  extend  cer- 
tain privileges,  as  therein  mentioned,  to  Bernard 
Bdme  Verjon ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in.  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ''An 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed,  by  the  enemy,  while  in 
the  military  service  or  the  United  States,''  and 
Mr.  Talbot 
to;  and,  on 


proposed  suodryamendments  then- 
motion  by  Mr.  T.,  the  further  con* 
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sideratioa  of  the  bill,  together  with  the  stvenl 
amendmenti  proposed  thereto,  was  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morow. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  id  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitchell ; 
and  the  further  consideratioa  thereof  was  post- 
poned  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ''An 
act  to  repeal  the  duties  on  certain  articles  manu- 
factured within  the  United  States;"  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  '*An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Redman  Coxe,"  was  read  a 
third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FROMfiNTiJi  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Jones,  and  others,  interested  in  lands  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  held  under  Spanish  grants,  praying 
a  confirmation  thereof,  as  stated  in  the  memorial ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory. 

A  measase  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  a  for- 
mer Congress,  on  the  lamented  death  of  the  late 
Gbobob  WASBiifaToif,  and  to  take  into  consider- 
ation what  further  measures  it  may  be  expedient 
to  itdopt  at  the  present  time,  in  relation  to  that 
solemn  and  interesting  subject,  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  coQcurrenee  of  the  Senate. 
•  The  resolution  last  mentioned  was  read  three 
times  by  unanimous  consent,  and  concurred  in. 

Ordared,  That  Messrs.  Kiro,  Vabmum.  and 
Barbour,  ne  the  committee  on  their  part. 

The  Senate 'resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  Lawrence,  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  oflScers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates,  compo- 
sing the  garrison  of  Fort  Bowyer,  in  the  Summer 
of  the  year  1814 ;  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  proposed  thereto,  on  the  question,  "Shall  this 
bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?''  it  was 
determine  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  establish  the 
western  boundary  of  the  tract  reserved  for  satis- 
fying the  military  bounties  allowed  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  Continental 
fiUtablishment;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  re- 
qaesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
present  medals  to  Captain  Charles  Stewart,  and 
the  officers  of  the  frigate  Constitution ;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  it  pass- 
ed to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  on 
the  petition  of  Catharine  Robertson;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
the  third  Monday  in  March  next. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
present  medals  to  Captain  James  Diddle,  and  the 
officers  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet;  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed  thereto,  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 


Tuesday,  February  20. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af" 
fairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  ^An 
act  rewarding  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop 
of  war  Hornet,  for  the  capture  and  destruction  of 
the  British  sloop  of  war  Penguin,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  HuNTBB  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  providing  for  the  publication  of  the  do- 
cifions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  present  medals  to  Capt.  Charlee 
Stewart,  and  the  officers  of  the  frigate.Constita- 
tion,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Jietolved^  wioiitRuniily,  That  this  resolutiOB 
pass. 

The  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  present  medals  to  Captain  James 
Biddle,  and  the  officers  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornel| 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  unonmoictZy,  That  this  resolution 
pass. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
William  Lawrence,  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, and  privates,  composins  the  garrison  of  Fort 
Bowyer.  in  the  Summer  of  the  year  1814,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal  the  dntica 
on  certain  articles  manufactured  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  sup- 
plementary to  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  providing 
for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of 
public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory ;"  and, 
no  amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  on 
the  question,  *<  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  bill  to  extend  certain  privileges,  as  therein 
mentioned,  to  Bernard  Ed  me  Verjon,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole ;  and,  having  been  amended,  the 
Pbebidbnt  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly ; 
and  on  the  question,  ''Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  V  it  was  detetmined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  lime  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendments  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  to  increase  the  pensions  of  Robert  White 
and  Jacob  Wrighter,"  reported  that  the  Senate 
agree  thereto,  with  amendments. 


143 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


144 


8BRATE. 


Petiium  ef  TYIomot  Cutis. 


FBBfeUART.  1816. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cktrnmiuee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ^-An 
act  to  aothorize  the  paytnent  for  property  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed,  by  the  enemy,  while  in 
the  military  serrice  of  the  United  States,  together 
with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto ;''  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  to*morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  for  a  proposed  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  the 
Senators  shall  be  chosen  for  three  years ;  and  on 
motion  by  Mr  Tatlob,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 
'  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  to  limit  the 
riffht  of  apped  from  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  for  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  on 
the  question,  '^  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
nad  a  third  time  ?*'  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmatire. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitchell ; 
asd  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  establish  the 
western  boundary  of  the  tract  reserved  for  satia- 
fying  the  military  bounties,  allowed  to  the  ofli- 
oera  and  soldiers  of  the  Vii^nia  line,  on  Conti- 
nental Establishment;  and  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tht  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  to  establish 
a  law  library  at  the  Seat  of  Qorernment,  for  the 
vae  of  the  Sapreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot,  it  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on; and  Mr.  Talbot,  Mr.  Harpbb,  and  Mr. 
HuciTBR,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  relating  to 
aettiers  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States;  and 
tht  bill  having  been  amended,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Bibb,,  it  was  recommitted  to  Mr.  Babbt,  Mr. 
MoBBOW,  and  Mr.  Bbown,  further  to  consider, 
and  report  thereon. 

PETITION  OF  THOMAS  CUTTS. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Com mittee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Cutts,  of  Bidde- 
ford,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetto,  made  a  report, 
which  was  read,  as  follows : 

^  Tliat  a  judgment  was  reccyrered  in  fiiiror  of  Hie  Uni- 
ted Stotes  against  Tristnun  Hooper,  Moses  Lowell,  and 
Benjamin  Chsndler,  on  a  rerenue  bond ;  sn  execution 
iasued  thereen  against  their  propertj,  and  was  lefied 
bj  the  deputy  marshal  for  the  Dislriot  of  Maine,  on 
Ihiee-eighth  puts  of  the  schooner  Catharine,  at  the 
sale  of  which,  on  the  19tli  Januaiy,  1808,  the  petitioner, 
Thomas  Cutts»  became  the  purchasar^  at  four  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars.  A  claim  was  afterwards  set 
m^  to  the  said  three-eighths  of  said  schooner  by  Asa 
Diephens,  founded  on  an  attachment  previously  levied 


thereon ;  and  in  an  action  brooght  against  the  peti« 
tiooer,  it  appeals  the  titieof  the  said  Stephens  to  three- 
fourth  parts  of  said  thiee-eighth  parts  of  said  schooner 
was  established ;  and  it  was  of  oonne  decided,  that  no 
right  to  the  said  three-foorth  parts  vested  in  Uie  peli* 
tioner  by  his  purchase  at  said  marshal's  sale.    The 

£»titioner  alleges  tha^  besides  the  loss  of  the  three- 
orths  of  said  three-eighths  of  this  vessel,  he  hss  been 
put  to  great  ezjpense  and  trouble  in  defending  his  sup- 
posed title,  denved  from  said  marshars  sale,  and  prays 
such  relief  as  Congress  may  deem  just  and  equitable. 

The  committee  cannot  perceive  anything  in  this  case 
to  distinguish  it  from  the  ordinaiy  case  of  a  sale  under 
an  execution^  in  which  the  plaintiff  cannot  be  consid- 
ered as  wairanting  the  title  to  &e  property.  The  pur- 
diaser  buys  at  his  own  risk,  and  mast  judge  for  hiaMelf» 
from  the  best  infonnation  he  can  obUtn,  whether  the 
title  of  defendant  in  the  ezeeulion  be  good  or  not ;  and 
it  is  beikved  he  generally  regulates  tlw  price  he  oian 
aooording  to  the  opinion  he  fonne  on  this  point  The 
oommittee  are  therefore  of  opinion  the  petitioaer  ie  net 
entitled  to  relief  and  recommend  to  the  Senate  the 
following  resolution: 

Eimktdt  That  the  prsyer  of  the  petitioBer  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 


Wednesday,  February  21. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill  entitled  *'Ad  act  to  increase  the  pensions 
of  Robert  White  and  Jacob  Wrighter,"  tofether 
with  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Muitary 
Affairs  thereon ;  and  the  report  having  been  disa- 
greed to, 

Buohedf  That  they  agree  to  the  amendments 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  this  btil. 

Mr.  VAnNUM,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Mi- 
litia of  the  United  Sutes,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill 
concerning  field  officers  of  the  militias  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Harpbr,  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  engrossed  bill  to  limit  the  right  of 
appeal  from  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  postponed  nntil 
Wednesday  nezL 

The  Senate  resumed,  agreeably  to  special  order, 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  relating  to 
the  claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Vir- 
ginia line,  on  State  and  Continental  EiStablish- 
ment  for  bounty  land%  which  recomoMnds  that 
provision  should  be  made  bv  law,  for  sattsfyinff 
the  claims  for  land  bounty  or  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers'of  the  said  State,  on  her  own  establishment ; 
and  after  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of 
New  Hampshire,  the  further  consideration  thenof 
was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  hfarch  next. 

Go  motion  by  Mr.  Mason  of  New  Hamsphire, 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  ascertain 
and  establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract 
reserved  for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  al- 
lowed the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
line,  on  Continenul  Establishment,  was  postponed 
to  the  first  Monday  in  March  next. 

Mr.  From ENTiN,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  bill  farther  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled 
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Ftoctcdifigs, 


Bbwatb. 


'*An  act  proridioff  fbr  the  iDdemnificatioo  of  cer- 
tain claimaDts  oi  public  land  io  the  Mississippi 
Territory,"  correctly  engrossed ;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Tjltlor,  It  was  recommitted  to  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, Mr.  Hunter,  and  Mr.  Morrow,  further  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentaiiTes 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  hare  passed  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  granting  bounties  in  land  and 
extra  pay  to  certain  Canadian  rolunteers;"  in 
which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  petition 
of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Company  of  the 
Central  Bank  of  Geor^town  and  Washington, 
praying  a  charter  of  incorporation,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  petition ;  which  wab  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  pairment  for  propertjr  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed,  oy  the  enemy,  while  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,"  to- 
gether with  the  sereral  amendments  proposed 
thereto ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Barry,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt  and 
John  Dennis;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Varnum. 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  poetponea 
tintil  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs^  on 
thepetition  of  the  representatires  of  Ignace  Deitno; 
andi  on  motion  hv  Mr*  Barboitr,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereor  was  postponed  to  the  first  Wed- 
nesday in  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  **An 
set  rewarding  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop 
of  war  Hornet,  for  the  capture  and  destruction  of 
the  British  sloop  of  war  Penguin ;"  and^  no  amend- 
ment having  b«en  proposed  thereto,  it  passed  to 
a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Richard  Mitchell,  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  io-morrow* 


Tbur8DaY|  February  22. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  granting  bounties  in 
land  and  extra  pay  to  certain  Canadian  volun- 
teera/'  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Aflfairs. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  thepetition  of  Dominique 
Dlron,  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, praying  compensation  for  a  certain  vessel 
burnt  in  the  port  sf  SaTannab,  in  Georgia,  in 
Norember  1811,  as  stated  in  thejpetition  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  for  the 
Department  of  State. 

Mr.  Laoook^  ffOAi  ths«simitt«i  to  whom  was 


referred  the  memorial  of  Walter  Jones,  jun.,  and 
others,  reported  a  bill  concerning  the  District  of 
Columbia;  and  the  bill  was  lead,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  bill  concerning  field  officers  of  the  militia 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  rewarding  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  for  the 
capture  and  destruction  of  the  British  sloop  of 
war  Penguin,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitchell; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Dagoett,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  proridiog 
for  the  publication  of  the  decisions  or  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hunter,  it  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  Hunter,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  Talbot,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
raitttee  on  Finance,  on  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Cutis;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Chase,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  uoril  Thurs- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
paynient  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed 
by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  serrice  of 
I  the  United  States,"  together  with  the  seyeral 
amendments  proposed  thereto ;  and.  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Frombntin,  the  Airther  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States 
and  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  year  1816; 
and  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to 
proride  additional  rerenue  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Gorernment^aod  maintaining  the  public 
credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United 
States,  and  to  proTtde  for  assessing  and  collecting 
the  same;"  and  also  the  act  entitled  "An  aet.to 
provide  additional  revenue  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  public 
credit,  b^  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of 
Columbia;"  reported  it  with  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtives 
annooneed  to  the  Senate  the  death  of  the  hon- 
orable £luah  Briorav,  late  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  from  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  and  that  his  funeral  will  lake 
place  to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Varnum, 

Resolved  unamrnouely,  That  the  Seuate  will 
attend  the  funeral  of  the  honorable  Elijah  Brio- 
bam,  late  a  member  of  the  Hoose  of  Representa- 
tives, from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to-morrow 
at  12  o'clock;  and,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for 
the  memory  of  the  deceased,  they  will  go  into 
mourning,  and  wear  a  black  crape  round  the  left 
arm,  for  thirty  days. 


147 


HISTORY  OF  OONGRBSa 


148 


SfiNArB. 


Prooeeding9. 


FBBR0ART,  1816, 


Fbidat,  Febraary  23. 

The  Senate  assembled  aod  adjouroed  to  Moo- 
day. 


MoNDAT,  February  26. 

The  pBEstDBNT  eommanicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied  with 
a  statement  of  emoluments  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  collection  of  the  customs,  for  the 
year  1815;  which  were  read. 

Oo  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  Committee  oo 
Naral  Affairs,  tu  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones,  a  lieutenant 
10  the  NaTy,  of  Robert  Jones  and  others,  and  of 
Joseph  Henry  and  others,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof  respectively ;  and 
they  bad  leave  to  withdraw  their  memorials. 

Mr.  RoBBBTs  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Washington,  representing  that  great  delay 
and  injury  is  experienced,  from  not  having  a  port 
of  entrv  therein ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an 
Uniform  National  Currency. 

Mr.  RoBBBTs  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Bible  Society  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  pro- 
vision may  be  made  to  exempt  from  duty,  cer- 
tain stereotype  editions  of  the  sacred  scriptures, 
and  bibles  and  tet^taments  in  foreign  languages,  as 
may  be  hereafter  imported  by  bible  societies,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  memorial;  which  was*  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  RoBBRTs,  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  abo- 
lition of  Slavery,  recommending  the  adoption  of 
certain  measures  for  the  promotion  of  the  interests 
of  that  unhappy  class  of  their  fellow  beings,  in- 
volved in  the  thraldom  of  slavery,  as  stated  in 
the  memorial;  whieh  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members;  and 
Messrs.  Robbbtb,  Kino,  Rdqgles,  Mason,  of 
Virginia,  and  Cbacb,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  HoBSBT  presented  the  petition  of  John  Ru- 
dolph, of  the  borough  of  Wilmington,  in  the  State 
of  Delaware,  praying  remuneration  for  losses  sus- 
tained as  contractor  for  supplying  rations  to  troops 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
late  war.  as  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Chacb  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Love  well,  of  St.  Albans,  in  the  State  of  Vermont, 
praying  a  pension,  in  consideration  of  a  wound 
received  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  late  war,  as  stated  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Chacb  also  presented  the  petition  of  Ben- 
jamin Putnam,  of  Windsor  county,  in  the  Sute 
of  Vermont,  praying  som6  compensation  in  con- 
sideration of  his  sufferings^  during  his  captivity, 
and  remuneration  forsacrinces  he  made  to  regain 
his  liberty,  having  been  captured  by  the  enemy 
during  the  late  war,  as  is  stated  in  the  petition ; 


which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Aflairs. 

Mr.  L ACOCK,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  relerred,  reported  a  bill  dividing  tha 
State  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial  districts ; 
and  the  hill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Kino,  a  member  was  added 
to  the  committee  on  the  proceedinffs  on  the  la- 
mented death  of  the  late  Gbobqb  Washinotoml 
in  place  of  Mr.  Babboob  ;  and  Mr.  Mabom,  oi 
Virginia,  was  elected. 

Mr.  Bbown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Edward  Wilson;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  readine. 

The  bill  concerning  the  District  of  Columbia 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Agreeably  to  special  order  the  Senate  resumed, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  and  canals;  and  on  the  question. 
**  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  subscribe,  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  for  — —  shares  in  the  capital  ftock  of  tha 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company ;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Mobbow,  the  consideration 
thereof  was  further  postponed,  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  to-inorrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  ^An  act  to  authorize  the 
payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed 
oy  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,"  together  with  theamendmenta 
proposed  thereto;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Dao- 
OBTT,  the  consideration  thereof  was  further  postr 
poned  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
field  officers  of  the  militia ;  and,  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  Pbbsidbnt  reported  it  to  ihe 
Senate  accordingly;  and  on  the  question,  '* Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Jacob  jBabbitt  and  John  Dennis ;  and  on  the 
question^  **  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

Mr.  Tait  save  notice  that  to-morrow  he  should 
ask  leave  to  Bring  in  a  bill  to  increase  the  pension 
of  William  Munday. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  for  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  for  choosingthe 
Senators  thereof;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Wil- 
son, the  consideration  thereof  was  farther  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  HoBBBT  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

XtBohtd  Tliat  a  eaMMiitaahe  i|»point«d  lo  infuiie 


149 


mSTORT  OF  CONGBBSS. 


150 


Fbbrdart,  1816. 


Robert  F\dtan*8  Patent. 


Sbmatb. 


whether' it  woald  lie  exwdiant  «bcI  proper  to  prohibit 
hy  law  the  formadon  of  private  banking  aaaoeiaUona^ 
in  ftttore,  within  the  District  of  CoIambU;  and  aleoto 
eoncider  and  inquire  whether  it  would  be  expedient 
and  proper  to  prohibit  by  law  the  emienon  ana  eiren* 
lation  of  the  notes  of  all  unchartered  banks  within  the 
said  District,  which  shall  not  have  obtained  chutsis 
on  or  before  the  -^^^  day  of  ^—  next. 

A  messa^  from  the  Hoase  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  con- 
enrred  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence, on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses, 
upon  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  con- 
cerniog  the  cbovention  to  regulate  the  commerce 
between  the  territorie:^  of  the  United  States  and 
His  Britannic  Majesty;"  and  that  the  bill  be 
amended  accordingly.  Tbey  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  ^An  act  making  further  provision  for  mil- 
itary services  during  the  late  war,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  in  which  they  request  the  eoncarrenoe 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

ROBERT  FULTON'8  HEIRS. 

Mr.  KiNQ  presented  the  petition  of  Harrriet 
Pulton,  widow  and  executrix  of  the  late  Robert 
Fulton,  praying  the  extension  of  his  patent,  as  in- 
ventor of  a  method  of  navigating  vessels  by  the 
agency  of  fire  and  steam,  for  reasons  stated  in  the 
petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee  to  consist  of  five  members ;  and  Messrs. 
King,  Daoobtt,  Mason  of  Virginia,  "Mobrow, 
and  Cbaob,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows : 

To  the  honorable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States : 
The  petition  of  Harriet  Fulton,  widow  and  executrix 
of  the  late  Robert  Folton,  humbly  represents : 

That  the  said  Robert  Fulton,  on  the  11th  day  of 
jPehnuY,  1809,  and  on  the  9th  day  of  February,  1811, 
obtained  two  patents  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  as  the  inventor  of  a  method  of  navigating  ves- 
sels by  the  agency  of  fire  and  steam ;  and  departed 
this  life  on  the  2dd  day  of  February  last,  leaving  your 
petitioner  and  four  yOnng  children  dependent  on  his 
said  invention  for  support,  and  a  large  debt,  which 
arose  from  his  unwearied  and  expensive  efibrts  in 
pioeoeuting  and  perfecting  this  great  improvement. 

That  notwithstanding  various  attempts  have  been 
made  to  propel  vessels  by  the  power  of  steamt  yet  he 
was  the  first  person  who  established  its  practical  effects 
in  navigation.  It  is  unneoessaiy  to  expatiate  on  the 
advantages  of  this  important  discovery ;  they  are  par- 
ticularly felt  and  aduowledged  in  all  parts  of  the  civilr 
iaed  world.  America,  peculiarly  favored  in  the  num- 
ber, magnitude,  extent,  and  importance  of  her  naviga- 
ble waters,  must  look  for  her  highest  prosperity  in  her 
internal  communication  and  trade ;  and  it  is  now  un- 
deniably established  that  steam  vessels  can  surmount 
difliculties  heretofore  considered  insuperable;  that  nei- 
ther tide,  nor  wind,  nor  current,  can  arrest  their 
course ;  and  that  for  velocity  of  progress,  economy  of 
transportation,  and  facility  of  communication,  they  aro 
superior  to  all  comjjwtition. 

it  is  well  known  to  your  honorable  body  that  all 
gRoat  improvements  in  human  afiairs  are  the  result  of 


patient  investigation  and  elaborate  industry ;  that,  in 
their  origin,  their  progress,  and  final  perfection,  appli- 
cation must  be  associated  with  genius ;  and,  particu- 
larly in  those  beneficial  inventions  which  are  con- 
nected with  combinations  of  mechanical  powers,  not 
only  extimordinaiy  faculties  are  required,  but  heavy^ 
expenses  must  be  incurred,  groat  risks  must  be  sus- 
tained, and  much  time  must  be  consumed,  beforo  they 
are  brought  to  any  perfoction.  The  greatest  benefoo- 
tors  of  the  human  race  have  generally  done  but  little 
for  themselves;  and,  after  having  devoted  their  lives 
with  indeiatigable  labor  and  with  disinterested  seal  to 
the  general  good,  they  have  left  no  legacy  to  their  po»r 
terity  but  an  illustrious  reputation. 

Your  petitioner  is  fully  sensible  of  the  delicacy  of 
her  situation ;  she  is  ooneoious  that  she  may  expose 
herself  to  the  imputation  of  vanity ;  but  suroly  the 
partiality  of  a  wife  will  be  pardoned,  and  the  tender 
afiections  of  a  paront  consulting  the  wellaro  of  her 
children  will  be  an  apology.  In  order  to  support  their 
canse,  it  is  neceesary  to  speak  of  their  frlher,  and* 
alas  I  all  her  recollections  of  his  worth  aro  imbittend 
by  affliction  for  her  loss. 

After  the  husband  of  your  petitioner  had  obtained  a 
patent  for  his  invention,  several  yean  necessarily 
elapeed  beforo  he  derived  any  nvenue  from  it,  and  in 
the  intervening  time  he  was  exposed  to  enormous  ex- 
pense. He,  in  consequence,  left  a  debt  exceeding 
9100,000,  which  was  incurred  to  raise  the  capital  ro- 
quired  for  this  complicated  and  expensive  operation ; 
neither  was  he,  in  his  lifetime,  able  to  derive  any  profit 
from  the  sale  of  his  patent  right,  but  incurrod  great 
expense  in  defending  it  against  charges  and  imputa- 
tions that  the  same  had  not  been  regularly  obtamed, 
or  that  some  formal  requisite  had  been  omitted;  when» 
vrithout  his  enthusiasm,  industry,  and  talents,  this 
great  improvement  would,  probably,  have  been  lost  to 
the  world. 

If  the  patronage  of  Government  ought  to  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  benefits  dififtised,  then  your  petitioner 
can,  without  arrogance,  appear  beforo  you,  and  solidt, 
in  behalf  of  herself  and  her  children,  a  liberal  exten- 
sion of  his  patent;  for,  without  this  indulgence^  it  wil! 
be  impossible  to  derive  any  essential  benefit  from  it 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  enlightened  Governments 
in  modern  times  to  encourage  the  eflforts  of  genius, 
and  to  hasten  the  progress  of  discovery,  by  exdusivo 
privileges  for  definite  periods;  a  limitation  of  time  is, 
of  course,  proscribed  as  a  rule  of  general  application, 
during  which  it  is  presumed  that  the  patentee  will  ob- 
tain a  sufficient  remuneration  for  his  expenses,  and 
for  the  benefits  he  has  ronderod  to  society;  but,  on 
extraordinaiy  occasions,  justice  and  expediency  unite 
in  fovor  of  extending  the  time  of  the  grant,  and  cases 
have  frequently  occurred  where  this  indulgence  has 
been  obtained. 

In  Great  Britain  a  patent  for  fourteen  years  was 
granted  to  James  Watt  for  a  newly  invented  method 
of  lessening  the  consumption  of  steam  and  fuel  in  firo 
engines ;  an  act  of  Parliament  was,  six  ^ean  there- 
after, passed,  extending  the  privileges  given  by  ihib 
patent  to  twenty-five  years.  Thus  Mr.  Watt,  for  an 
unprovement  in  steam  engines,  roceived  from  the 
munificence  of  the  British  Government  exclusive  priv- 
ilegee  for  thirty-one  years.  The  case  of  Oliver  Evans 
is  well  known ;  he  obtained  ^  patent  for  an  improve- 
ment in  the  ma^nery  of  mills,  and  Congress  after- 
wards passed  a  law  extending  the  patent  seven  years  ; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  acknowledged  utility  of  those 
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inrenttons,  no  one  will  contend  that  they  ought  to  be 
pieced  on  an  eqnal  footing  with  eteem  Teeeele* 

But  jour  petitioner's  hiubend  did  not  confine  hie 
Tiews  to  thie  subject  alone.  The  public  defence  occu- 
pied hie  utmoft  ettentton,  and  engaged  hie  meet 
anxious  8(riioitnde.  During  the  late  wax  he  devised  a 
steam  fiigale  for  the  better  protection  of  our  cities  and 
harbors.  While  superintending  the  execution  of  this 
impregnable  fortress,  he  laid  the  foundation  of  the  dis- 
ease which  terminated  his  life  in  a  short  period.  And 
ought  not  the  widow  and  the  oflspring  of  &e  man 
who  has  planned  the  means  of  protecting  hie  country 
against  its  enemies  to  be  pieced  above  the  preesure  of 
embarrassment  and  the  humiliation  of  dependenoe  1 
For  such  services  he  never  sought,  or  intended  to  re^ 
ceive,  any  remuneration  ftom  the  Gorernment. 

Tour  petitioner  thus  confident^  appeals  to  the  jus- 
tioe  and  the  bounty  of  your  honorable  body  in  beheJf  of 
the  children  of  a  man  who  died  while  sealously  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  his  oountiy,  and  who  has 
conferred  the  most  extensive  ben^ts  upon  the  world. 
Let  net  the  widow  and  the  orphan  plead  to  you  in 
vain. 

And  your  petitioner  will  ever  pray*  doc* 

HARRIBT  FULTON. 

Nsw  YoBx,  January t  1816; 

SsiTATx  Chaxbxb,  March  14, 1816. 

DxAA  8iB :  An  application  has  been  made  to  Con- 
gress»  in  behalf  of  the  widow  and  children  pf  the  Ute 
Mr.  Fulton,  for  an  extension  of  his  patents  for  steam- 
boats. As  a  popular  opinion  has  existed  that  Mr. 
Fulton,  before  his  death,  had  derived  great  profits  from 
the  privileges  secured  to  him  by  these  patents,  and 
that  his  family  will  be  likely  to  derive  therefrom  fur- 
ther and  great  emolument  during  the  unexpired  term 
of  the  patents,  I  am  directed  by  a  committee  of  the 
Senate  to  which  the  petition  from  Mr.  Fulton's  family 
is  referred,  to  obtain  such  information  as  is  within  our 
reach  respecting  the  situation  of  the  pecuniary  afiairs 
or  esUte  of  Mr.  Fulton.  If  Mr.  Fulton's  family  al- 
leady  posses^  or  are  like^  to  acquire,  during  the  resi- 
due of  the  term  of  the  patents,  a  liberal  remuneration 
lor  bis  invention,  there  would  seam  to  be  no  sufficient 
reason  in  favor  of  an  extension  of  the  patents ;  while, 
on  the  other  hand*  if  such  remuneration  has  not  been, 
or  is  not  likely  to  be  received,  during  the  unexpired 
term  of  the  patents,  such  is  th^  vexy  great  public 
Utility  of  the  steamboats  which  have  been  brought  into 
uae  by  Mr.  Fulton,  that  a  strong  motive  would  be 
fi>und  to  exist  for  a  prolonging  of  the  patents  for  the 
benefit  of  Mr.  Fulton's  family. 

As  Mr.  Fulton  lived  in  New  York,  the  city  of  your 
residence,  and  was  well  known  by  you,  it  has  occurred 
to  me  that  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  give  to  the 
committee  some  information  on  tms  subject. 

With  very  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

RUFUS  KINO. 

B^OCKHOUT   LiVIVOBTOir. 

Wasuvotov,  Match  14,  I8A6. 
Dbar  8xm :  Tour  fiivor  of  this  date  has  just  been  de- 
livered to  me.  I  have  no  doubt  that  die  opinion  which 
prevails  in  respect  to  the  profits  made  by  Mr.  Fulfeon 
out  of  his  privileges  secured  by  the  steamboat  patents, 
however  general  it  may  have  become,  is  incorrect ;  at 
tiie  same  time,  it  ii  not  at  all  extttordinary  that  such 


an  impression  should  hav»  gone  abroad,  aa  the  gioaa 
receipts  of  the  boats  in  which  he  was  concerned  w«ie 
veiy  large,  and  well  calculated  to  excite  endi  a  belief. 
But  those  who  make  these  calculationa  are  not  alwmys 
competent  to  make  them,  and  sometimee  ncgJept  or 
are  unwilling  to  take  into  the  computatiwi  the  very 
large  expenses  attending  such  establishments.  I  should 
not  have  been  able  to  form  on  this  snbiect  a  more  ao» 
curate  estimate  than  others,  had  it  not  been  for  infor- 
'mation  derived  fioom  Mr.  Fulton  himeelf  a  veiy  few 
weeks  before  his  death.  In  a  conversation  with  him 
on  this  subject,  he  assured  me,  and  with  veiy  consider- 
able emotion,  that,  notwithstanding  the  fortune  vHiich 
he  was  supnoeed  to  have  made  from  his  concern  in 
steamboats,  he  had  not  yet  paid  for  his  share  of  them, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  was  involved  in  so  laige  a  debt 
as  to  be  induced  to  dispose  of  a  great  part  of  his  in- 
terest in  these  patents,  altlMugh  I  have  since  under- 
stood that  a  contract  which  he  had  entered  into  for 
that  purpose  had  not  been  carried  into  elfoct  at  the 
time  of  bis  death.  This  sUtement  has  since  been 
confirmed  by  Captain  Bunker,  who  oommandad  the 
steamboat  Fulton,  who  was  very  well  acquainted  with 
his  liihink  and  who  has  assured  me  that  that  gentle- 
man died  insolvent,  which  is  now  the  general  opinion 
in  New  York. 

Considering  the  expense  of  building  a  steamboat  of 
any  qiic^  as  well  as  that  of  running  her,  it  is  not  very 
probable  that  Mrs.  Fulton  will  derive  any  groat  emolu- 
ment under  the  present  patents,  during  the  residue  of 
their  term.  Prudent  men  will  hardly  be  willing  to 
incur  so  great  an  expense,  when  the  privilege  will  so 
soon  expiro,  and  their  profits  be  exposed  to  consider- 
able diminution.  Mrs.  Fulton's  fiiends  have  therefore 
reason  to  fear  that,  unless  the  extension  now  contem- 
plated be  obtained,  but  little  profit  will  be  made  ^  her 
during  the  term  yet  unexpired  of  these  pateate. 

With  very  groat  reepect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
dear  sic,  year  most  obedient  s«rvaiit« 

B.  LIVINQ8T0N. 
Hon.  Ratvs  Kisa. 

LOST  OBRWFrCATBa. 

The  Prbsideht  cofniaunicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  petition  of 
John  Hoiker,  made  io  obedieace  to  the  reaolotioa 
of  the  Seaate^  oi  the  dth  ulumQ ;  aad  the  raport 
was  read.    It  is  a«  follows: 

In  obedience  to  a  resolutioa  of  the  0th  of  Jaauasy, 
1816,  the  Seesetaiy  of  the  Tnasury  has  cenaidared  the 
memorial  of  John  Helker,  formeriy  Consul  floaatal  of 
France  refetied  to  him  by  the  Beaats^  aad  he  has  now 
the  honor  to  submit  the  foHowing  r^ort : 

Themalsffial  faots  aavalv«d  ia  the  coiysidefation  of 
the  memorial  aro  the  foUewiag: 

That,  on  the  Sd  of  January,  1780,  the  maaMiialiH 
was  possessed  of  loan  office  certificates  to  the  amount 
of  $438,800 ;  part  of  them,  to  the  amount  of  9405, 100, 
issued  from  the  loan  office  of  Pennsylvania ;  part  of 
them,  to  the  amount  of  $7,900,  issued  from  the  loan 
office  of  Massachusetts ;  part  of  them,  to  the  amount  of 
$800,  issued  from  the  loan  office  of  New  Hampshire ; 

Eart  of  them,  to  the  amount  of  $800,  iuued  from  the 
lan  office  of  Rhode  Island;  part  of  them,  to  the 
amount  of  $1,800,  issued  firom  the  loan  office  of  Naw 
York ;  and  part  of  them,  to  the  amount  of  $11,800, 
issued  from  the  loan  office  of  Georgia. 

That,  on  the  8d  of  Januaiy,  1780,  the  house  of  the 
memorialist  in  the  city  of  Fhuadeiphia  was  bamt,  and 
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the  totn  office  certifloAtee  above  laeatiOBed,  wUh  other 
iraliMbie  efl&ct8,^were  eoneumed* 

Thet  the  loes  of  the  loa&  office  ceitificatee  was  made 
known  to  Coiigien»  as  well  as  to  the  Snperinteiideiit 
of  Finance,  soon  after  the  accident,  and  a  renewal  of 
the  cettiileates  daimed. 

That,  at  the  time  of  the  acddent,  no  protision  had 
been  made  by  law  Ibr  the  lenewal  of  lost  certificates; 
lmt»  on  the  lOA  of  May,  17^,  Congress  passed  a  les- 
olntion  anthommg  a  renewal  upon  certain  conditions ; 
of  which  these  m^eriai  on  the  present  occasion  were : 
let.  That  the  certificates  destrejed  should  be  adver- 
tiaed  immediately  in  the  newspspen  of  the  State  where 
the  accident  happened ;  and,  if  they  have  been  taken 
oot  of  the  loan  office  of  a  di^rent  State,  in  the  news- 
papers of  snch  State  also.  2d.  That  a  copy  of  the  ad- 
vertisement shall  be  lodged  in  the  loan  office  whence 
the  ceit^kstes  issued,  together  with  the  evidence  of 
loss.  3d.  That  a  bond  should  be  given,  with  a  condition 
to  indemnify  the  United  States. 

That  theraeraoriaUst,  by  an  advertisement  dated  the 
8th  of  Avgast,  1780,  which  appears  in  the  '*  Pennsyl- 
vania Joaffnsl,"pablidied  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  on 
the  9th  of  August,  1780,  and  at  several  subsequent 
dnts%  gave  notice  of  tiie  loss  ol  the  loan  office  certifi- 
cates, and'partioiilarly  described  each  of  them. 

That,  on  the  2d  of  May,  1787,  the  Board  of  Trea- 
sury conndered  the  above  advertisement  as  a  compli- 
ance, in  that  respect,  with  the  terms  of  the  resolution 
of  Congress  of  the  fOth  of  May,  1780^  and  directed  the 
loan  office  of  Pennsylvania  to  renew  the  certificates 
which  had  been  issued  in  that  State  to  the  amount  of 
$405,100,  upon  receiving  a  bond  fi-om  the  memorialist 
to  indemnify  the  United  States  against  any  future 
daim.    These  certificates  were  accordingly  renewed. 

That  the  memorialist,  by  an  advertisement  dated  the 
4th  of  October,  1789,  which  appears  in  the  *'  Massa- 
chusetts Centinel,''  published  m  Boston  on  the  —  of 
November,  1 789,  ana  at  several  subsequent  dates,  gave 
notice  of  the  loss  of  such  of  the  certificates  as  had  been 
issued  at  the  loan  office  of  Massachusetts,  and  particu- 
Uiij  decribed  them. 

That  the  memoiialist,  by  an  advertisement  dated  the 
S6ih  of  inly,  1790,  which  appears  in  the  «  New  York 
Journal,"  published  in  New  York  on  the  6th  of  Au- 
gust 1790,  and  at  several  subsequent  dates,  gave  notice 
of  the  loss  of  such  certificates  as  has  been  issued  at  the 
loan  of&te  of  New  York,  and  particularly  described 
them. 

That  the  memorialist  alleges  that  he  caused  like  ad- 
vertisements to  be  puUkhed  in  the  'States  of  New 
HampduR,  Rhode  Island,  and  Georgia,  giving  notice 
of  the  loss  of  such  certificates  as  had  been  issned  at 
the  loan  offices  of  those  States,  respedivslT;  but  the 
newspapefs  in  whidi  the  advwtissawnts  were  publish- 
ed do  not  aocenpany  tiie  memorial. 

That,  en  the  Mh  of  Pebraary,  1793,  the  memorial- 
ist again  fonaalty  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury in  a  renewid  of  the  certtteates,  and  was  answered 
on  the  SOth  of  June  following,  that,  *<  as  tfie  thing 
then  appeared  to  the  Secretary  he  saw  no  chance  for 
the  meoMiiahst  but  in  the  final  winding  up  of  the  ar- 
rangements concerning  the  pubhc  debt,  when  the  ex- 
istence or  non-existence  of  the  certificates  Would  be 
tscertained.''  And  this  answer  was  accompanied 
with  a  note  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
stating  that  "  the  memorialist  did  not  comply  with  the 
resolution  of  Congress  in  advertising  the  certificates 
immediatciy  g  tikat ,  in  some  cases,  no  proper  evidence 


was  adduced  that  the  certificates  were  advertised  at  all 
in  the  States  in  which  they  were  issued ;  and  that,  in 
his  opinion,  this  claim  should  be  suspended  until  an 
arrangement  of  all  the  certificates  had  been  completed." 

That,  on  the  2l8t  of  April,  in  the  year  1794,  an  act 
was  passed,  limiting  the  time  for  presenting  claims  fiir 
destroyed  certificates  of  certain  descriptions,  in  which 
it  was  declared  <*  all  claims  for  renewal  of  certificates 
of  the  unsubscribed  debt  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
description  commonly  called  *  loan  office  certificates,* 
or  <  final  settlements,'  which  may  have  been  acddent- 
ally  destroyed,  shall  be  forever  barred  and  preduded 
from  settlement  or  allowaaoe,  unless  the  same  shall  be 
preeented  at  the  Treasury  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of 
June,  in  the  year  1796."  And  the  act  adds,  '<  that  no 
daim  shall  be  allowed  for  the  renewal  of  loan  office 
certificates  destroyed  before  the  4th  day  of  March»  1789, 
uniBBs  the  destruction  of  the  same  was  advertised, 
according  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of 
May,  1780,  or  before  that  time  was  notified  to  ^e  office 
ftom  winch  the  same  was  issued ;  nor  shall  any  daims 
be  aQowed  for  the  renewal  of  loan  ofike  certificates 
deetroyed  on  or  after  the  4th  day  of  March»  1789,  nor 
of  final  settlement  certificates  destroyed  at  any  time, 
unless  the  destruction  of  the  same  was  so  far  made 
poUic  as  to  be  known  to  at  least  two  credible  vritnames 
soon  after  it  happened,  and  ahall  have  been,  before  the 
presentation  of  the  daim  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, advertised  for  at  Isast  six  wesks,  suoesssively,  in 
some  one  of  the  newspapen  of  the  State  in  which  the 
destruction  happened,  and  also- in  aome  oie  of  the 
newspapen  of  the  State  in  which  the  certificates  issued, 
if  that  was  another  State,  dbc. 

That  die  memorialist's  daim  fot  a  renewal  of  the 
certificates  was  presented,  with  the  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  it,  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  7th 
October,  1794 ;  but  the  Auditor  did  not  deem  the  daim 
admissible  by  him  under  the  act  of  the  Slst  of  April, 
1794,  and  returned  the  papen  to  the  memorialist  on 
the  7th  of  May,  1814. 

That  the  memoriahst  has  made  repeated  appUea- 
tions  to  Congress  for  rehef,  and  the  applications  have 
been  referred  to  the  CcHnmittee  of  Clsoms,  and  to  Ae 
Department  of  the  Treasury,  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  report  or  deaidon  has  been  made  upon  the 
case. 

That  it  appean,  from  the  recoids  of  the  Treasnty, 
that  the  certificates  dieged  by  the  memorialist  to  ha*ve 
been  destroyed  by  &n  on  the  3d  of  January,  1780, 
were  actually  issued  from  the  severd  loan  offices  men- 
tioned in  the  claim  of  the  memoridist ;  that  none  of 
them  have  ever  been  subscribed  to  the  funding  sys- 
tem ;  that  the  renewd  of  tiie  certificates  issued  at  the 
loan  ofiiee  of  New  Yprk,  amounting  to  $1,900,  was 
daimed  on  the  25th  of  May,  1796,  for  Heniy  Bass 
and  Ann  Martin,  under  the  act  of  the  Slst  of  April, 
1794y  but  ^  ddm  was  rejected  by  the  Auditor,  be- 
cause **no  proof  of  destruction  wss  given,  nor  were 
the  certificates  advertised  as  required  by  the  resdution 
of  the  10th  of  May,  1780;  and,  also,  because  Uiey 
were  daimed  by  the  memoriahst ;"  and  that  for  the 
rest  of  the  eert&cates  there  has  been  no  claim,  nor 
have  they  in  any  manner  been  prssented  at  the  Treas- 
ury by  any  other  person  than  l^  the  memorialist. 

Under  these  drcumstances,  the  memorialist  prays 
that  Congress  will  interpose  for  his  retief ;  and  the 
compliance  vriUi  hb  prayer  may  prebably  depend  upon 
the  following  oonddentions :  1st.  Whether  the  exist- 
ence, possessien,  and  d«rtr«otlen  of  the  loan  pffioo 
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certificAtes  are  satiBfactorily  proved ;  Sd.  Whether  the 
essential  forms  of  the  law  have  been  observed  in  mak- 
ing public  the  destraction  of  the  certificates ;  and  Sd. 
Whether  the  claim  to  a  renewal  of  the  certificates  b 
barred  by  the  positive  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  21st 
of  April,  1794. 

1st.  The  existence  of  the  certificatea  is  proved  bj 
the  public  recent.  The  possession  of  the  certificates 
by  the  memorialist,  when  bis  house  was  burnt,  is 
proved  by  the  best  evidence  6f  which  the  case  is  sus- 
ceptible. Even  upon  the  strict  rules  of  evidence,  in  a 
court  of  common  law,  the  testimony  of  the  interested 
party  is,  from  necessity,  allowed  to  prove  the  loss  of 
written  instruments,  as  a  foundation  for  introducing  a 
copy,  or  for  proving  the  contents  of  the  original.  The 
oath  of  the  memorialist  is  direct  and  explicit  on  the 
culject.  The  burning  of  his  house  on  the  8d  of  Jan- 
muT,  1780,  was  an  occurrence  of  public  notoriety ; 
and  it  is,  moreover,  proved  upon  oath,  independent  of 
the  oath  of  the  memorialtBL  The  fact  that  the  certifi- 
cates were  then  consumed  was  made  known  to  Con- 
gress, and  probably  produced  the  act  of  the  10th  of 
May,  1780.  The  certificates  were  publicly  advertised 
in  detail,  at  the  place  when  they  were  consumed,  on 
the  9th  of  August,  1780;  and  from  that  day  .until  the 
present  dajr*  a  period  of  more  than  thirty-five  years, 
the  memorialist  has  constantly  urged  his  claim,  and 
no  counter-pretension  has  ever  been  presenisd,  except 
in  the  instance  which  has  been  mentioned.  The  pub- 
lic ncords  diow  that  the  United  States  are  sdll  in- 
debted for  the  whole  amount  of  the  loot  certificates. 

The  claim  of  Bass  and  Martin  to  the  renewal  of  the 
certificates  issued  from  the  loan  office  of  New  York 
appears  at  the  Treasuiy  under  very  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances, on  the  2Mh  of  May,  1796,  a  few  days 
beforo  the  expiration  of  the  statute  to  bar  it,  about  fif- 
teen years  after  the  memorialist  had  advertised  their 
loss  in  Philadelphia,  and  about  five  years  after  he  had 
advertised  their  loss  in  New  York.  From  the  25th  of 
May,  1795,  until  the  present  time,  Bass  and  Martin 
have  ceased  to  daim ;  and  it  is  represented  that  the 
memorialist,  uniformly  dedaring  the  daim  to  be  un- 
founded, has  suggested  that  the  description  of  the  cer- 
tifieates  was  fraudulently  taken  from  his  advertisement 
in  the  newspapers  of  New  York. 

It  is  believed,  upon  this  view  of  the  case,  that  the 
existence,  possession,  and  destruction  of  the  certifi- 
cates daimed  by  the  memorialist  are  satisfocterily  es- 
tablished. 

2d.  On  the  2d  of  January,  1780,  when  the  certifi- 
cates wero  destroyed,  there  existed  no  law  prescribing 
the  form  for  making  the  loss  public,  and  for  ebtaioing 
a  renewal.  Subsequent  regulatbns  ought,  therefore,  to 
be  applied  to  the  case»  upon  the  moot  liberal  construc- 
tion, in  favor  of  a  claimant 

The  act  of  the  lOlh  of  May,  1780,  establisheik  reg- 
ulations upon  the  subject,  for  the  first  time  providing, 

1.  That  all  certificates  destroyed  through  acddent 
should  be  advertised  immediatdy  in  the  newspapers  of 
the  State  where  the  acddent  happened,  but  this  iiile'for 
an  immediate  advertisement  could  not  apply  to  the  case 
of  certificates  whidi  had  been  burnt  four  months  pre- 
viously %  and,  accordingly,  the  Board  of  Treasuiy  al- 
lowed that  an  advertisement  three  months  subsequent- 
ly, on  the  9th  of  August,  1810,  with  respect  to  the  cer- 
tificates issued  at  the  loan  office  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
a  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress  in  point  of  time. 

2.  That  if  the  certificates  had  been  tak^n  out  of  the 
loan  office  of  a  Stale,  diflsient  from  the  State  in  which 


they  were  destroyed,  they  ahould  be  advertised  in  suck 
State  also,  and*  the  daim  and  evidence  left  with  the 
loan  officen.  The  advertisement  is  proved  to  have  beoi 
made  in  the  years  1789  and  1790,  in  the  States  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  New  Yoric«  as  to  the  certificates  issued 
in  those  States,  respectively,  and  it  is  alleged  to  have 
been  made  about  the  same  time  in  the  States  of  New 
Hampshire  and  Geoigia.  The  reasons  assigned  for 
not  making  an  advertisement  in  those  States  at  the 
time  that  it  was  made  in  Pennsylvania,  are^  princi- 
pally, that  the  act  of  Congress  was  not  deemed  to  ^ 
ply  strictly  to  the  case,  and  that  the  then  hostile  pos- 
session of  the  country  by  the  British  troops  rendered 
the  measure  impracticable. 

It  seems,  indeed,  to  have  been  the  sense  of  the  Sec- 
retary and  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  1792,  that 
nothing  had  occurred  up  to  that  time  which  was  fetal 
to  the  claim  of  the  memorialist;  but  that  the  daim 
ought  to  be  suspended  until  the  geneni  anrangement 
of  the  certificates  had  been  completed  under  the  fund- 
ing system,  when  the  existence  or  non-existence  of  the 
particular  certificates  in  question  would  be  ascertained. 
The  arrangement  has  been  long  completed,  and  the 
lapse  of  more  than  twenty-five  yean  atrips  the  case  of 
all  reasonable  doubt  upon  the  non-existence  of  the  cer- 
tificates, whatever  may  have  been  the  feihire  of  adver- 
tising their  loss  in  strict  form. 

.3d.  The  act  of  the  21st  of  AprU,  1794,  barred  all 
claims  for  the  renewal  of  loan  oQce  certificates  whidi 
were  accidentally  destroyed,  unless  they  were  present- 
ed at  the  Treasuiy  on  or  before  the  1st  of  June,  1795. 
But  the  daim  of  the  memorialist  was  presented  on  the 
7th  of  October,  1794,  and,  therefore,  it  is  not  barred  by 
the  lapse  of  time. 

The  act  further  declares,  however,  that  no  claim 
shall  be  allowed  for  the  renewal  of  loan  office  certifi- 
cates destroyed  before  the  4th  of  March,  1789,  unless 
the  destruction  of  the  same  was  advertised  according  to 
the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of  Mav,  1780,  or, 
before  that  time,  was  notified  to  the  office  nom  which 
the  same  was  issued.  But  the  certificates  in  question 
were  destroyed  before  the  4th  of  Mareh,  1789 ;  and 
thev  were  advertised  in  the  manner,  at  the  times,  and 
under  the  circumstances,  which  have  been  already 
sUted. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
the  honor  to  conclude  this  performance  of  the  duty 
which  the  Senate  has  assigned  to  him  vrith  these  prop- 
ositions : 

1.  That  the  loan  office  certificates  constitute  a  debt 
of  record,  which  the  United  States  have  never  paid  or 
satiified. 

2.  That  the  debt  hes  not  been  barred  by  the  act  of 
limitations,  in  consequence  of  the  lapse  oif  time  pre- 
scribed for  claiming  it  at  the  Treasury. 

3.  That  the  debt  has,  nevertheless,  been  disallowed 
by  the  Auditor,  because  the  destraction  of  the  certifi- 
cates was  not  advertised  and  notified  in  tlM  strict  Ibrm 
prescribed  by  the  resolution  of  the  10th  of  May,  1780. 

4.  But  that,  under  all  the  dreumstances  of  a  contem- 
poraneous, constant,  and  public  daim,  the  memorialist 
is  entitled  to  the  relief  solidted  from  the  Legislature, 
upon  giving  a  bond  of  indemnity. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 
Startiary  aftke  TVeBtur^f. 

Tbbab*x  DBTAimm,  Feb.  20, 1819. 
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The  Pbbsidbiit  eommonicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Department,  transmit- 
tiog  the  informatioa  required  by  the  resolation 
of  the  Senate  of  the  8th  instant,  relatiTe  to  the 
•hip  Cyaoe,  dtc.;  and  the  letter  and  accompany- 
tBff  docaraents  were  read. 

Mr.  Varwum,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Mil- 
itia of  the  United  States,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill 
for  cdling  forth  the  militia  to  execate  the  laws 
of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  in- 
Tarnoo,  and  to  repeal  the  laws  heretofore  passed 
for  those  purposes;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  ^An  act  making  further  pro- 
Tision  for  military  serTiees  during  the  late  war, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

The  bill  di?idinff  the  State  of  Pennsylrania 
into  two  judicial  districts,  was  read  the  second 
lime. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Wilson  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  26th 
instant,  relatiTe  to  unchartered  banks  within  the 
District  of  Columbia;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
HoBSBY,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mobbow,  the  memorial  of 
John  Holker,  together  with  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  thereon,  made  the  Sdth 
instant,  was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con > 
aider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  Morrow,  Maoon,  and  Horsbt,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  Ma80n,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented  the 
petition  of  Jemima  Swett,  praying  the  aissistance 
of  Gbrernment,  in  consideration  of  the  loss  of 
her  son^  (who  was  her  only  support,)  on  board 
the  United  States  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  as  stated 
in  the  petition. 

The  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naral  Afiairs,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  CoHoiT  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Stevens,  of  New  Jersey,  praying  the  extension  of 
his  patent  right  for  improrements  in  propelling 
Tessels  hj  steam,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memo- 
rial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee to^bom  was  referred  on  the  26th  instant,  the 
petition  of  Harriet  Pulton. 

Mr.  Tait  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  increase  the  pension  of  William  Munday  ; 
and  the  bill  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

Agreeably  to  special  order,  the  Senate  resumed, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  authorize  the  SecreUrv  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  subscribe,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
for  — —  shsres  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Campbell, the  consideration  there- 
of was  further  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 


AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Varndm  laid  before  the  Senate  the  instrtie- 
tions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachosetts,  to  their  Senators  in  Congress,  to 
endeavor  to  obtain  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.    Whereupon, 

Mr.  V.  submitted  the  following  resolution  lor 
consideration;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading : 

Boohed  by  ike  Senate  and  Haaee  of  BepreeeniO' 
thee  ef  the  united  Statee  of  Amenta^  m  Coi^rat 
aaeemSkdf  iwo4kird»  of  both  Houeee  epnouering^ 
That  the  following  be  proposed  to  the  Legislaloree  of 
the  several  States,  as  in  amendment  to  the  Constita- 
tion  of  the  United  Sutes;  which,  when  ratiBed  hj 
three-fourths  of  the  said  Legislatures,  to  be  valid,  to  Ja 
intents  and  purposes,  ss  p»rt  of  the  said  Constatntioa, 
▼is: 

**  That,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  Representattves 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  each  State  shall, 
by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  number  of  districts, 
equal  to  Uie  number  of  Bepresentatives  to  which  such 
State  may  be  entitled. 

'*  Those  districts  shall  be  formed  of  contiguous  terri- 
toiy,  and  contain,  as  nearly  ss  may  be,  an  equal  num- 
ber of  inhabitants,  entitled,  by  the  Constitution,  to  be 
represented.  In  each  district  the  qualified  voters  shall 
elect  one  Representative,  and  no  more. 

*<Tha^  for  the  purpose  of  appointinR  electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Imited  States, 
each  State  shall,  by  its  Legislature,  be  dirided  into  a 
numW  of  districts,  equal  to  the  number  of  electors  to 
which  such  State  may  be  entitled.  Those  districts 
shall  l>e  composed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  contain, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  inhabitants 
entitled,  by  the  Constitution,  to  representation,  bi 
esch  district  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  Repre* 
senfattves  shall  appoint  one  elector  and  no  more.  The 
electors,  when  coaveaed,  shall  have  power,  in  case  any 
of  those  appointed  as  above  described  shall  foil  to  at- 
tend for  the  pniposes  of  their  said  appointment,  on  the 
day  prescribed  for  giving  their  votes  for  President  and 
Vice  Preeident  of  the  United  Sutes,  to  appoint  another 
or  others  to  act  in  the  place  of  him  or  them  so  foiling 
to  attend. 

<*  Neither  the  districts  for  choosing  Representatives, 
nor  those  for  appointing  electon,  shall  be  altered  in  any 
State  until  a  census,  and  apportionment  of  Represent- 
atives under  it,  subsequent  to  a  division  of  the  State 
into  districts,  shall  be  made.  The  division  of  States 
into  districts,  hereby  provided  for,  shall  take  place  im- 
mediately after  this  amendment  shall  be  adopted  and 
ratified  as  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  and  successively,  immediately  afterwards, 
whenever  a  census,  and  apportionment  of  Repr^Mnt- 
atifes  under  it,  shall  be  made.  The  division  of  such 
State  into  diitricti,  for  the  purposes  both  of  choosing 
Representatives  and  of  appointing  electon,  shall  be 
altered  agreeable  to  the  provisions  of  this  amendment, 
and  on  no  other  occasion." 

REVENUE  BILLS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Campr£Li«,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States  and 
the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  year  1816 ;  and 
to  repeal  in  part  the  act  entitled  ^An  act  to  pro- 
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Tideadditiooal  revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses 
of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States, 
and  to  provide  for  assessing  aod  collecting  the 
leanie;''  and  also  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
videadditional  revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses 
of  Gk>vernment,and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia," together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto,  by  the  Committee  on  Finance ;  and  Mr. 
Vasnum  was  re<|aested  to  take  the  Chair. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  amend- 
ment proposed,  as  follows: 

Sec  1,  line  2,  after  the  word  "'that,*'  strike  out 
the  rest  of  the  section,  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  **  in- 
stead of  the  direct  tax  of  six  miUions  of  dollars  annu- 
ally laid  upon  the  United  States,  by  the  act  entitled 
''An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Oovemnent,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  dinct  tax  upon  the  United 
States  and  to  provide  for  assesnng  and  collecting  the 
same^"  passed  the  9th  of  Januaiyy  1815,  a  direct  tax 
of  three  miUions  of  dollars  be,  ana  the  same  is  hereby 
annually  laid  upon  the  United  States,  and  apportioned 
to  the  States  reflectively,  in  the  manner  and  according 
to  the  sums  prescribed  by  the  first  section  of  an  act 
entitled  <'An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within 
the  United  State%"  passed  the  2d  dav  of  August,  1813, 
and  all  the  provisions  of  the  act  mat  above  named, 
passed  the  9lii  of  January,  1816,  except  so  &r  as  the 
same  have  been  varied  by  subsequent  acts,  and  are 
varied  by  this  act,  shall  be  held  to  apply  to  the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  the  direct  tax  of  three  miUions 
of  dollars  hereby  laid  upon  the  United  States ;  which 
said  tax  shall  be  and  remain  pledged  for  the  same  pur- 
poses and  in  the  same  manner  as  Uie  said  tax  of  six 
millions  of  dollars  was,  in  and  by  the  said  last-men- 
tioned act. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  by 
Mr.  Dana  ;  and  it  was  taken  on  stdking  out,  and 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  12,  nays  2Q,  as 
ftrflows : 

Tbas-^Mssstb.  Brown,  Chace,  Baggett,  Fromentin, 
GaiHard,  Oore,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Mason  of  New 
Hampshire,  Roberts,  and  Tayknr. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Camnbell,  Condit, 
Dana,  Goldsborough,  Horsey,  Howell,  Macon,  Mason 
of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Ruggles,  Talbot,  Tait,  Thomp- 
son, Turner,  Vamum,  Wells,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion  by  Mr*  Masoii,  of  New  Hampshire, 
to  strike  out  the  seeond  section  of  the  bill,  as 
ibllows: 

Sxc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  di- 
rect tax  of  three  millions  of  dollars  be,  and  the  saqie  is 
hereby  laid  upon  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1816, 
and  apmnrtioned  to  the  States  vespectively  in  tiie  man- 
ner and  aocordhig  to  the  siuns  prescribed  by  the  first 
section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  lay  and  collect 
a  direct  tax  within  the  United  States,"  and  all  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  entitled  *<An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  oedit,  by  laying  a  direct 
tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assess- 
ing and  collecting  the  same,''  passed  on  tho  9th  of 
January,  1816,  except  so  far  as  the  same  have  been 
varied  by  subsequent  acts,  snd  excepting  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  ssid  act,  shall  be  held  to  apply  to  the  as*  | 


sessmeat  and  collection  of  the  direct  tax  of  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars  hereby  Isid  upon  the  United  States. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  16i 
nays  16,  as  follows : 

YsAS — ^Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Golds- 
bofongh.  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Laoeek,  Macon, 
Mason  of  Now  Hampdiire,  Talbot,  Thompson,  Tomer, 
Vamum,  and  Wells. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bany,  Bibb,  Bmvm,  Campbell, 
Ghaoe,  Condit,  Gaillaid,  Howell,  Mason  of  yirginia* 
Mom>w,  Roberts,  Rng|^  Tait,  Taylor,  Williams, 
and  Wilson. 

On  motion  by  Mr  Mason,  of  New  Hampahire^ 
the  further  eonsideiation  of  the  bill  was  post* 
poned  until  to-morrow. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  managers  at  the  conferencei 
on  the  subject  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  upon  the  bill  entitled  ''An  act  eon- 
cerning  the  convention  to  regulate  the  commerce 
between  the  territories  of  the  United  States  and 
His  Britannic  Majesty,"  made  the  following 
report: 

That  the  oonforeea  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
commenced  the  conference  by  stating,  thatof  the  trea- 
ties made  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution,  while  some 
might  not,  others  may,  require  the  enactment  of  laws 
to  cany  them  into  sxeention ;  and,  oonaideriog  (he 
convention  vrith  England  as  a  treaty  of  the  latter  kind, 
the  eonforees  of  the  House  of  Representatives  made 
the  fi>lloiring  objections  to  the  bill  passed  by  the 
Senate: 

1st  That  by  the  addition  of  the  woid  -  dedaied" 
to  the  ttsoal  formula,  instead  of  a  bill  of  positive  en- 
actment, it  assumes  the  form  of  a  declaratory  law. 

ad.  That  the  bill  is  defective,  because  its  commence- 
ment is  uncertain. 

3d.  That  it  is  defective,  because  its  duration  is  un- 
certain. 

4th.  That  it  is  fhrthermore  defective  in  respect  to 
the  equalisation  of  duties ;  it  being  uncertain  whether, 
for  this  purpose,  the  native  duties  an  to  be  raised,  or 
the  alien  duties  abolished. 

The  conferees  of  the  Senate  did  not  contest,  but  ad- 
mitted the  doctrine,  that  •of  treaties  made  in  potsnanoe 
of  the  Constitution,  some  may  not,  und  that  othem 
may,  call  fer  legialative  provisioas  to  seonrs  fhek  axo- 
cution,  which  provision  Congresa,  in  all  such  casss,  k 
bound  to  make.  But  they  did  oontand,  that  the  eon- 
veation  under  oonsideratien  requires  no  such  IsfUa* 
tive  provisions^  because  it  does  no  more  than  suspMid 
the  alien  disability  of  British  subjects  in  i^iMimffrrisI 
afiairv,  in  return  for  the  like  suspension  in  fevor  of 
American  dtisens ;  that  such  matter  of  alien  disahiUty 
falls  within  the  pecnlisr  province  of  the  treaty-power 
to  adjust ;  that  it  cannot  be  securely  adjuated  in  any 
other  way,  and  that  a  treaty  duljf  made,  and  adjusting 
the  same,  is  conclusive,  and  by  its  own  authority  sus- 
pends or  removes  antecedent  laws  that  are  contrary  to 
itsprovisions. 

That  even  a  declaratory  law  to  this  effect  is  matter 
of  more  expediency,  adding  nothiog  to  the  efficacy  of 
the  trsaty,  and  serving  only  to  remove  doubts  vsherevsr 
th«2«xist. 

The  conferees  of  the  Senate  theiefere  insisted  on  re- 
taining the  woid  "  declared,"  in  addition  to  the  usual 
Ibnnula  of  enactment,  because  it  imparts  to  the  hill 
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piBBod  by  the  Senate  the  chantcter  of  a  declaratorj 
law ;  a  quality  without  which  anj  law  would,  in  this 
caae,  be  inadminible* 

A  law  that  declares  to  be  of  no  force  or  efiect  so 
much  of  all  laws  as  are  contraiy  to  the  proirisions  of 
the  oonTention,  recognises  the  existence  and  anthoiiW 
of  that  ooBTention ;  the  date  and  limitations  of  whioi 
must  ascertain  the  commencement  and  duration  of  the 
law,  while  ite  stipulations  place  the  people  of  the  two 
nations  on  a  footing  of  commercial  equahty  by  the  abol- 
ition of  discriminating  duties  on  both  sides. 

Thus  the  bill  passed  by  the  Senate  does  not  appear 
to  be  defective  in  the  particulars  referred  to  by  the  con- 
ferees of  the  House  of  Representatives :  nevertheless, 
as  doubts  were  expressed  on  this  subject,  the  conferees 
of  the  Senate  proposed  certain  amendments  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  these  doubts,  and  confirming  the 
intentions  and  meaning  of  the  bill. 

The  conferees  of  the  Senate,  therefore,  recommend 
to  the  Senate,  to  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendments  made  to  the  bill  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  to  agree  to  the  following  amendments 
to  the  bill,  ^hich  have  been  mutually  agreed  to  by  the 
conferees  of  the  two  Houses : 

Line  8,  after  the  word  '<  act,"  strike  out  the  words 
"  or  acts  as  are,"  and  insert  these  words,  **  as  imposes  a 
higher  duty  of  tonnage  or  of  impost  on  vessels  and  ai^ 
tides  imported  in  ^esseb  of  Great  Britain  than  on  Tee- 
eels  and  articles  imported  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States." 

Line  4.  Strike  out  the  word  "  shall,"  and  alter 
the  word  *  be"  insert  these  words,  •*  from  and  after 
the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  said  convention, 
and  daring  the  continuance  thereof." 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  Senate  con- 
eor  in  the  report,  and  that  the  bill  be  amended 
accordingly. 


WEDHEBDAYf  February  23. 

Mr.  WtLLiAMB,  fVom  the  Oommiltee  on  Mili* 
tarv  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  enti- 
tlea  "An  act  grantinff  bounties  in  land  and  extra 
pay  to  certain  Canadian  volanteers."  reported  it 
without  ameodment. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  further  provision  for  military  services 
darioff  the  late  war,  and  for  other  porposes,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  pension  of  William 
Muhdaf,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

The  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution,  to  regulate  the  mode  of  choos" 
iog  Representatives  in  Congress,  and  Electors 
for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  concerning  field  officers  of  the  militia 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt  and 
John  Dennis  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dagobtt,  the  consideration 
of  the  engrotfsed  bill,  to  limit  the  right  of  appeal 
from  the  circait  court  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  was  farther  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

14th  Con.  1st  Ssss.— 6 


The  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  constrae* 
tion  of  roads  and  canals,  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Frombiitin,  that  the  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until  the  fourth  day  of  July  nezt| 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10,  nays 
22,  as  follows : 

YsAs — Messrs.  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Oore,  King, 
Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
Turner,  and  Tamum. 

Nats — ^Measrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Chaoe,  Condit,  Dana,  GaiUard,  Ooldsboroogh,  Horset, 
Howell,  Hunter,  Lacock,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Mettow, 
Koberts,  Ruggles,  Talbot,  Tait,  Wells,  WiUians,  and 
Wilson. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States  and 
the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  year  1816;  and 
to  repeal  in  part  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  pro- 
vide additional  revenue  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  pab- 
lic  credit,  by  layin|:  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United 
States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting 
the  same;  and  also  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to 
provide  additional  revenue  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  pub« 
fie  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  District 
of  Columbia ;"  and  the  bill  having  been  amended, 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Gore  presented  the  petition  of  the  trea- 
surer and  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bible  Society,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  benefit 
of  drawback  on  a  number  of  bibles  exported  by 
them,  as  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read| 
and  referred  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an 
Uniform  National  Currency. 


Tburbdat,  February  29. 

The  bill  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrection,  and 
repel  invasion,  and  to  repeal  the  laws  heretofore 
passed  for  those  purposes,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  widow  and  children  of  Robert  Fulton, 
deceased ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Saicfobd  presented  the  petition  of  Willet> 
Coles,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  to  be 
discharged  from  his  imprisonment,  tor  reasons 
stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  26th  instant,  relative  to  un- 
chartered banks  within  the  District  of  Colombia, 
which,  having  been  amended,  was  agreed  to  as 
follows : 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
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inquire  whether  it  would  be  expedient  and  pro- 

Kr  to  prohibit  by  law  the  formation  of  private 
nkioff  associations,  in  future,  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia,  and  also  to  consider  and  in- 
quire whether  it  would  be  expedient  and  proper 
to  prohibit  by  law  the  emission  and  circulation 
of  the  notes  of  all  unchartered  banks  within 
the  said  District,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Horsey,  Mason  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  Tait,  be  the  committee^ 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe,  in  be« 
haif  of  the  United  States,  for  -— ^  shares  in  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  the  third  Monday  in  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  for  a 
proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  Senators  shall  be  chosen 
for  three  years ;  and  on  the  question,  ^  Shall  this 
resolution  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  7,  nays  24, 
as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Bibb,  Laoo^,  Maeon,  Roberts,  San- 
ford,  Taylor,  and  Turner. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chaoe, 
Condit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Goldsbo- 
fough.  Honey,  HoweU,  Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  New 
Hampshire,  Morrow,  Buggies,  Talbot,  Tsit,  Thomp- 
son, Tichenor,  Varnum,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost,  cap- 
lured,  or  destroyed,  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States ;"  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Turner,  the  consideration  thereof 
was  further  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Richard  Mitchell ;  and.  on  the  question,  '*  Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  timel"  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
the  District  of  Columbia;  and,  on  motion  hv  Mr. 
Lacock,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  dividing  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial  districts ; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Thursday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  g^ranting  bounties  in  land  and  extra  pay  to 
certain  Canadian  volunteers;"  and  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed  thereto,  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  making  further 
provision  for  military  services  during  the  late  war, 


and  for  other  purposes ;"  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Williams,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  resolution  proposing 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution^  to  regulate 
the  mode  of  choosing  Representatives  in  Con- 

fress,  and  Electors  for  President  ond  Vice  Preai- 
entof  the  United  States;"  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Varnum,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Edward  Wilson ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Barrt.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  relating  to  settlers  on  the 
lands  of  the  United  States,  reported  it  without 
amendmeuL 


Fridat,  March  1. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  Gkorge 
Rossier  and  others,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing the  renewal  of  certain  Treasury  notes  miscar- 
ried or  lost  in  the  public  mail,  as  stated  in  the 
petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise ;  and  Mr.  Sanporo,  Mr.  Bisb,  and 
Mr.  CampbblLi,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currenev,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Alfred  M.  Carter,  for 
himself,  and  the  heirs  of  Landon  Carter,  made  a 
report  thereon,  together  with  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  read : 

Re$ohedt  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  for  the 
year  1816,"  reported  it  with  amendments, 

Mr.  RoBBRTS,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  Oeorge  Nebinger,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  increase 
the  pension  of  William  Munday,  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill,  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  in 
relation  to  the  Navy  Pension  Fond ;"  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  to  re|;- 
ulate  the  mode  of  choosing  Representatives  in 
Congress,  and  Electors  for  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Varnum,  it  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon ;  and  Mr.  Varnom,  Mr.  Kino,  Mr. 
Frombntin,  Mr.  Macon,  and  Mr.  Laoock,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  chil- 
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drea  of  Robert  Falcoo,  deceased,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost,  cap- 
tured or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
military  serf  ice  of  the  United  States;"  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  the  consider- 
ation thereof  was  farther  postponed  until  Friday, 
the  15ih  instant. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  making  further 
pro?isioa  for  military  serriees  during  the  late  war, 
and  for  other  purposes;"  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Williams,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Kmo,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  concerning 
certain  advances  made  tor  the  public  serTice  by 
the  city  of  New  York;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency,  on  the  petition  of  Tho- 
mas Cutts,  of  Biddeford,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts.   Whereupon, 

Reeolvedy  Th%t  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitchell  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  granting  bounties  in 
land,  and  extra  pay  to  certain  Canadian  volun- 
teers," was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

REVENUE  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  the  Dis- 
tricl  of  Columbia,  (ot  the  year  1816 ;  and  to  repeal 
in  part  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  pf  ovide  addi- 
ttooal  rerenue  for  defraying  the  axpeuses  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  maintaining,  the  publie  credit,  by 
laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and 
to  provide  for  assessing  and  eolleetiog  the  same ;' 
and  also  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenue  for  defrayieg  the  expeoseaof 
Qovernment,  and  maintaining  the  publie  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GoLDSBononQB,  that  the  bill 
be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  with  instruc- 
tions to  provide  for  the  collection  of  all  arrear- 
ages of  the  direct  tax  for  past  years,  and  to  repeal 
the  act, "  to  provide  additional  revenue  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintain* 
log  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  n^n 
the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing 
and  collectiiig  the  same,^  passed  on  the  9th  Jan- 
nary,  1815,— It  was  determined  in  the  negatives- 
yeas  12,  nays  20,  as  follows.: 

YxAS — Messrs,  Diggett,  Dsos,  Goidsboroiigh,  Gore, 
Hanter,King,  Macon,  Mason  of  N.HampshiN^  Thonp- 
«Mi»  Turner,  Varoum,  snd  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bany,  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chaoe, 
Condit,  Gaillard,  Harper,  Howell,  Lacock,  Mason  of 
Virginia,  Moirow,  Roberts,  Raggles,  Sanford^  Tait, 
Taylor,  Tichenor,  Williaffls,  and  Wilson. 


On  motion  by  Mr.  Robebts,  that  the  Senate 
agree  to  the  first  amendment  proposed  by  the 
dommitiee  on  Finance,  which  was  negatived  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  follows: 

Section  1,  line  S,  after  the  word  *<that,"  strike  ont 
the  rest  of  the  section,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof, 
*'  instead  of  the  direct  tax  of  six  millions  of  dollars  an- 
nually bid  npon  the  United  States  by  the  act,  entitled 
<An  act  to  provide  additional  revenue  ibr  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government  and  maintdning  &e  pnUk 
credit,  by  lading  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States, 
and  to  provide  fi>r  assessing  and  coUeetlng  the  same,' 
passed  the  9th  Januaiy,  1816,  a  direct  tax  of  thioe 
miUioBS  of  dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  anau* 
ally  laid  upon  the  United  States,  and  qmortioned 
to  the  States  respectively,  in  the  manner  and  aceord- 
ing  to  the  sums  prescribed  by  the  fint  section  of  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax 
within  the  United  Sutes,'  psssed  the  8d  day  of  August, 
1813;  and  all  the  provisions  of  the  act  first  above- 
named,  passed  the  9th  Januaiy,  1815,  except  so  far  as 
the  same  have  been  varied  by  subsequent  acts,  and  are 
varied  by  this  act,  shall  be  held  to  apply  to  the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  the  direct  tax  of  three  millions 
of  dollars,  hereby  laid  npon  the  United  States ;  which 
said  tax  shall  be  and  remain  pledged  for  the  same  ptv- 
poees  and  in  the  same  manner  as  the  said  tax  of  six 
millions  of  doUus  was,  in  and  by  the  said  last-men- 
tioned act:*' 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  16| 
nays  18,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Chace,  Fromentin,  Gaillard» 
Gore,  Harper,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Mason  of  New 
Hampshire,  Morrow,  Roberts,  8anfi>rd,  Tait,  Taylor, 
and  Tichenor. 

Nats — ^Measn.  Bany,  Bibb,  Campbell,  Condit,  Dag^ 

fett,  I^ana.  Goldsborough,  Howell,  Macon,  Mason  of 
''irginia,  Raggle^  TsJbot,  Thompson,  Turner,  Vamma, 
Wells,  WiUisms,  and  Wilson, 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  HarpeRi  to  amend  the  said 
proposed  amendment,  by  inserting  in  line  10,  after 
*'  States,"  the  words  "  for  five  years ;"  so  as  to 
continue  the  tax  annually  laid  upon  the  United 
States,  for  that  term;  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  10,  nays  24,  as  follows : 

YukM — Messrs.  Chaoe,  Fromentin,  GaaUard,  Harper, 
Hunter,  Lacock,  Roberts,  Sanford,  Tait,  and  Taylor. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell,  Con« 
dit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Ooldsboioagh,  Gore,  Howell,  King, 
Maoon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia, 
Morrow,  Rnggles,  Talbot,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Tur^ 
ner,  Yamum,  Wells,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wblls,  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — yeas  16,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Goldsborongh,  C^ore, 
Harper,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Macon,  Mason  of  New 
Hampshire,  Talbot,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Turner, 
Varnum,  and  Wells. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Chace,  Condtt,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Howell.  Mason 
of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Williams,  and  Wilsom 

On  the  question  **  Shall  the  amendment  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
amended  T'  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative 
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.  Mr.  Talbot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  hill  to  establish  a  law  library  at  the 
Seat  of. Government,  for  the  ase  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  reported  it  with 
amendments,  which  were  reaa. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
th^  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Thompson  j  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr«  Bibb  presented  the  memorial  of  John  P. 
Van  Ness,  aoHl  otberS)  original  proprietors  of  the 
City  of  Washington,  stating,  that  on  laying  out 
the  said  city,  certain  open  squares  were  reserved 
for  public  buildings,  for  which  they  received  a 
compensation  per  acre;  and  praying  that  if  those 
squares  are  now  appropriated  to  a  different  use, 
and  sold  for  the  purpose  of  building  thereon,  they 
may  receive  the  same  compensation  to  which  they 
would  have  been  entitled  if  that  had  been  the 
original  determination ;  for  reasons  stated  in  the 
memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  24ih 
January,  the  petition  of  Thomas  Law,  and  others, 
inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washington,  praying 
the  division  and  sale  of  certain  open  squares  in 
said  city. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
tepori  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Alfred  M.  Carter;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Wells,  it  was  recommitted  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
Talbot  and  Wells  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  concerning  certain  advances  made  for 
the  public  service  by  the  city  of  New  York,  was 
read  a  second  time. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act 
in  relation  to  the  Navy  Pension  Fund,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Edward  Wilson  ;  and  on  the  question  ^*  Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?'  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  RiNQ  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
considerhtion : 

Ri8<^d,  That  a  c6mi6ittee  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  penon  appointed  to  saperintend  the  re-con- 
struction and  repairs  of  the  Capitol,  and  to  suggest 
such  alterations  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  the  con- 
nected offices  thereof,  as  shall  provide  greater  aeoom- 
modation  for  the  Senate  and  its  officers,  than  the  former 
distribution  affi>rded. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  <<An  act  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  direct  tax  upon  the  United 
States  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  year 
1816;  and  to  repeal  in  part  the  act  entitled  ^An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenue  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  lax  upon  the 
United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  same;'  and  also  the  act  entitled 
|An  act  to  provide  additional  revenue  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  Upon  the 


District  of  Columbia,''  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion **  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amended  t"  it  waa 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays  11, 
as  follows : 

TxAs — ^Me«mi.  Bibb,  Brown,  CampbeU,  Condit, 
Gaillaid,  Howell,  Macon,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Bngglea, 
Sanford,  Talbot,  Tait,  Taylor*  Tamer,  WeHs,  Wil- 
liams,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Meears.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fflomentin»  Goldi- 
borongh.  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Masoo  of  New  Hasp* 
shire,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  and  Vamum. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with 
an  amendment. 


Monday,  March  4. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
recommitted  the  bill  further  supplementary  to 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  indem- 
nification of  certain  claimants  of  public  land  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory,"  reported  it  with  an 
amendment ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  George  Rossier  and  others;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Thompson  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  second  instant,  in  relation  to  the 
re-construction  and  repairs  of  the  Capitol,  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  King,  it  whs  amended  and  agreed 
to  as  follows : 

JRemjlved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  for 
the  purpose  of  suggesting  to  the  person  appointed 
to  superintend  the  re-construction  and  repain  of 
the  Capitol,  such  alteimtions  of  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber, and  connected  offices  thereof,  as  shall  provide 
greater  accommodation  for  the  Senate  and  ita 
officers  than  the  former  distribution  afforded. 

(Ordered,  That  Messrs.  King,  Hunter,  and 
Maoon,  be  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  pension  of  William  Munday,  and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  the  Pbbsioent  reported  it 
to  the  House  accordingly ;  and,  on  the  qnestiont 
"Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  **Aq 
act  for  the  relief  of  George  Nebinger ;"  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Robbrts,  it  was  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  on  the  petition  of 
Alfred  M.  Carter,  to  consider  and  report  thereon* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  relating  to 
settlers  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States;  and 
the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Presidbnt  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Barry,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  to-morrow. 
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The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  ex* 
eente  tne  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insarree- 
tion,  and  repel  invasion,  and  to  repeal  the  laws 
heretofore  passed  for  those  purposes ;  and  on 
motion,  bf  Air.  Varnum,  the  farther  eonsidera* 
tion  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  widow  and  children  of  Robert  Fulton,  de- 
ceased ;  and  after  debate  thereon,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Taylor,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ''An 
act  making  appropriations  for  ordnance  and  ord- 
nance stores  for  the  year  1816,  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  and 
the  amendments  baring  been  agreed  to,  in  part, 
with  further  amendments,  the  Prbaident  report- 
ed the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  **  Shall  the  amendments  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time,  as  amend- 
ed ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatire. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  M.  Forbes," 
in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 


TvEBAAY,  March  5. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gtoorge  Rouier,  and 
others,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  inii,  okUtM  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
M.  Forbes,"  was  read  the  second  time^  aid  fe- 
fbrred  to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and  re^ 
fmt  thereon }  and  Messrs.  SartorOi  Hohtbr,  and 
Howell,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  engrossed  bill  for*  the  relief  of  Edward 
WiUon  was  rend  a  thii d  tkac^  aad  uMsed. 

The  eurosied  hill  to  incnaae  the  pension  of 
Wiilina  Mnnday  wne  read  a  tkifd  tioM  and 


The  amendments  to  the  bill,  eotitied  "An  act 
nahing  appropriations  for  ordnance  and  ordnance 
stores,  for  the  year  1816,"  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bBl  relating  to  setders  on  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  and,  after  debate,  adjourned. 

WfiDifESDAT,  March  (5. 

Mr.  Daoobtt  gave  notice  thwt  to-morrow  be 
ahould  ask  Leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  further  extend- 
ing the  time  for  iss«inf  Sad  locating  military  land 
warrants. 

Mr.  Varnum  having  proposed  an  am«ndment 
ihento^  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Maoow,  of  Virginia, 
thefbr;her  consideration  of  the  bill,  together  with 
the  proposed  amendment,  was  postponed  until 
Thntaday,  the  14th  inemnt. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill  for  caliiog 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasion,  and  to 
repeal  the  laws  heretofore  paissed  for  those  pur- 
poses. 

The  engrossed  bill  makiuff  appropriation  for 
the  construction  of  roads  ana  canals  was  read  a 
third  time ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  of 
New  Hampshire,  the  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  tne  first  Monday  in  April  next 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  relating  to  settlers  on  the  lands  of  the  United 
States ;  and  on  the  question  "  Shall  this  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative — yeas  21,  nays  13,  as 
follows : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Bany,  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Chaos,  Condit,  Fiomentin,  GailUrd,  Howell,  Lacock, 
Mason  of  Virginia,  Monrow,  Roberts,  Boggles,  San- 
ford,  Talbot,  Tait,  Taylor,  Wells,  Williams,  and  WU- 
son. 

Nats — ^Messis.  Daggett,  Dana,  Ckldsberough,  Geie, 
Horseyt  Hantsr,  King,  Maoon,  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Thompson,  Tidbenor,  Tuner,  and  Vamam. 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  aopointed  to  inqnim 
into  the  propriehr  of  making  further  provision  con- 
cerning the  apipcation  of  moneys  appropriated  for 
arming  and  equipping  the  body  of  the  milUia. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Moaaow,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Holkar, 
together  with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaury  thereon,  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof^  and  they  were  referred 
to  the  committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uni<- 
form  National  Currency,  on  the  petition  of  Alfred 
M.  Carter. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  M.  Forbes,'*  reported  it  without 
amendment. 


TauRaoAir,  March  7. 

Mr.  Dagqett  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  further  extending  the  time  for  issuiog 
and  locating  military  lancTwarrants,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  Presiobxit  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  of  unproductive  post  routes, 
for  the  year  1815,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  DAxiroRD  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading: 

RtBohedy  bp  Uu  SentU  oittf  Haun  of  Repretenta- 
thes  of  the  United  States  i^  America  m  Congrem  ae* 
sembied,  two-tkirda  of  botn  Houiu  conemnii^.  That 
the  following  article  be  proposed  to  the  Legjalatnree 
of  the  several  States,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States;  which,  when  ratified  by 
three-fourths  of  the  said  LegisUtnres,  shall  be  valid  as 
part  of  the  said  Constitntiott,  to  wit : 
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City  of  New'  York^'Ameriean  Navigatwiu 


Mabcb.  1816. 


The  Judges  of  all  the  Gourte  of  the  United  State* 
ehall  be  subject  to  remoTsl  from  office,  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  both  Houses  of  Congress,  when,  in  their 
opinion,  the  public  good  will  be  promoted  by  removal ; 
but,  in  such  cases,  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  shall 
concur  with  the  President  in  the  removal. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill,  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  in 
relation  to  the  Navy  Pensioti  Fund."  [This  bill 
provides  for  the  better  regulation  of  this  fund,  the 
manner  in  which  moneys  accruing  thereto  shall 
be  accounted  for  by  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  in  the  several  judicial  districts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  also  contains  a  provision  for  al- 
lowing to  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  disabled 
in  the  service,  in  cases  of  extreme  disability,  such 
an  increase  of  pension,  where  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Fund  may  deem  it  necessary,  as  shall  be 
competent  to  their  necessarv  subsistence;  provi- 
ded the  whole  pension  shall  in  no  instance  ex- 
ceed the  full  amount  of  monthly  pay  which 
the  disabled  person  was  by  law  entitled  to  in  the 
said  service.] 

The  objects  of  the  bill  having  been  explained 
by  Mr.  Tait,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who 
reported  it ;  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  without  opposition. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *' An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to 
regulate  the  Post  Office  Establishment ;"  also,  a 
biU,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  and  requiring 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to 
Andrew  Kurtz;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  aod 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  6th  instant^for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  in<^uire  into  the  propriety  of 
making  further  provision  concerning  the  applica- 
tion of  moneys  appropriated  for  arming  andequip- 
ping  the  body  or  the  militia;  and,  having  agreed 
thereto,  Messrs.  Dama,  VARiiUH,and  Macon,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  bene- 
fit of  tne  widow  and  children  of  Robert  Fulton, 
deceased ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Kino,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  bill  relating  to  settlers  on  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
tbe  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  trans- 
mitting the  information  called  for  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  of  January  last ; 
and  the  letter  and  accompanying  papers  were 
read. 

CITY  OP  NEW  YORK. 

The  bill  for  refunding  to  the  Corporation  of 
New  York  certain  monevs  expended  by  them  in 
the  erection  of  breastworxs,  or  defences,  near  that 
city,  during  the  tate  war,  was  taken  up.  A  motion 
to  postpone  it  until  to-morrow  week  gave  rise  to 
a  wide  discussion. 


The  motion  for  postponement  was  supported 
by  Messrs.  Talbot,  Robebtb,  Lacock,  Tatlob, 
Varndm,  and  Barry,  on  various  grounds,  redu- 
cible, however,  to  two  points ;  first,  that  the  ex- 
pense thus  incurred  was  unauthorized  by  tbe  Uni- 
ted States,  and  ought  to  be  subjected  to  a  ri^id 
scrutiny  \  secondly,  that,  if  the  claim  was  equita- 
ble, it  ought  not  to  be  separated  from  the  general 
class  of  cases  of  equal  merit,  some  of  which  were 
included  in  a  bill  lyin^  on  the  table  of  the  Sen- 
ate, dbc. ;  that  it  was  improper  to  legislate  on  a 
principle  of  favoritism  on  a  particular  case. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Tait,  Dagqett,  Kino,  Sanforo.  and  Harper, 
on  the  ^ound  of  the  merits  of  the  claim,  as  ex- 
hibited m  the  accompanying  documents,  and  the 
impossibility  and,  indeed,  inexpediency  of  includ- 
ing, in  any  general  provision,  the  mass  of  incon- 
gruous cases  of  indemnity  and  compensation 
claimed  from  various  parts  of  the  United  Statea, 
growing  out  of  the  late  war. 

The  motion  to  postpone  until  to-morrow  week 
was  negatived ;  but,  subsequently,  by  general 
consent,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barry,  the  bill  waa 
postponed  to  Thursday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  memorial  of 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council,  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  praying  the  reimburse 
ment  of  certain  sums  advanced  and  expended  in 
the  defence  of  the  third  military  district,  together 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  were  referred 
to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

AMERICAN  NAVIGATION. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  subject  of  a  system 
of  navigation  for  tne  United  States,  and  the  report 
was  read. 

Mr.B*,  from  the  committee,  also  reported  a  bit! 
to  establish  a  system  of  navigation  for  the  United 
States;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  attention  of  the  committee  has  been  drawn  to 
the  policy  of  **  confining  the  American  navigation  to 
American  seamen"  by  &  Msesage  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  Two  considenttions,  dirtinet  in 
their  character,  are  suggested  in  behalf  of  the  measure 
— 1st.  As  it  might  ^ye  a  eonctliatory  tendency  to- 
words  foreign  nations ;  and,  Sdly.  As  it  would  tncreaae 
the  independence  of  our  navigation  and  the  resourose 
Mour  maritime  defence. 

"  An  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  seamen  on  board 
the  public  and  private  vessels  of  the  United  States,'* 
passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1813,  prohibits  the  em- 

Siloyment,  as  seamen,  of  the  subjects  or  citiaens  of  any 
breign  nation  which  shall  prohibit  the  like  emptoyment 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States.  That  act  jfunushee 
indiiputable  evidence  of  the  conctliatoiy  spirit  of  the 
national  councils;  and  a  corresponding  disposition  on 
the  part  of  other  Govenunents  only  is  wanting  to  give 
it  effect.  The  committee,  however,  deem  it  expedi- 
ent to  advance  the  independence  of  Uie  navigation  and 
resoufces  of  maritime  defence  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  that  pnipose  submit  a  bill  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate.  That  the  nature  and  extant  of  iu  pro- 
visions may  be  the  more  readily  understood,  the  fok 
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lowing  outline  of  the  eziaCiDg  rag olatioos  concerning 
commercial  vesielfl,  and  of  the  propofed  modificatione, 
ie  preaented. 

Commercial  veaaela  which  are  registered  or  enrolled 
according  to  the  exiiting  laws  are  denominated  ships 
or  vesaele  of  the  United  Statea.  For  carrying  on  trade 
with  foreign  countries,  thej  are  registered.  For  the 
coasting  trade  or  fisheries  of  the  United  States,  they 
are  enrolled  and  licensed. 

Ships  or  Tesseb  huilt  within  the  United  States,  or 
captured  and  condemned  as  priie,  or  adjudged  for- 
feited for  breach  of  law,  and  belonging  wholly  to  dti- 
lene  of  the  United  States,  may  be  registered  or  en* 
tolled,  if  they  are  commanded  by  citiiens  either  natiye 
or  naturalized.  Such  Tessels  are  regarded  as  belong- 
ing to  the  ports  at  or  nearest  to  which  the  managing 
owners  reside.  And  they  are  registered  or  enrolled  in 
the  offices  of  the  customs  for  the  districts  which  com- 
prehend the  respectiye  ports. 

When  a  vessel  is  registered,  the  ownership,  name, 
description,  and  tonnage,  being  legally  ascertained^ 
are  stated  distinctly,  with  the  name  of  the  master,  and 
entered  in  some  proper  book  for  a  record  or  registiy  to 
be  kept  by  the  collector  of  the  customs.  A  certificate 
of  sttdi  registry  is  issued  as  cTidenoe  of  ownership  to 
aooompany  the  vessel.  In  addition  to  the  seal  and 
signature  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasufy  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  attested  under  the  seal  of  the  collector  with 
his  signature,  and  is  countersigned  by  the  naval  offi- 
cer or  surveyor,  where  there  is  such  an  officer,  for  the 
port  to  which  the  vessel  belongs.  And  a  copy  is 
transmitted  to  the  Register  of  the  Treasury. 

The  certificate  of  registry  for  a  veesel  to  be  em- 
ployed in  foreign  voyages  may  continue  in  force  so 
long  as  the  ownership  oontinuee  the  same.  On  a 
diange  of  property,  if  purchased  by  any  catiien  of  the 
United  States,  the  vessel  is  registered  anew.  When 
the  master  is  changed,  the  collector  of  the  customs  is 
authorized  to  endorse  a  memorandum  of  such  change 
on  the  certificate  of  registry. 

The  requisites  for  this  important  document  are  pre- 
scribed in  the  act  of  the  dlst  of  December,  1793,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  concerning  the  registering  and  recording 
of  ships  or  vessels."  And  various  provisions  in  the 
same  act  were  adapted  to  guard  the  interest  of  ship- 
bnildere  and  ship-owners  of  the  United  States  against 
the  intrusions  ox  impositions  of  foreigners. 

In  relation  to  vessels  of  twenty  tons  or  upwards 
which  may  be  enrolled,  the  same  qualifications  and 
requisites  are  prescribed,  and  similar  guards  against 
abuses  are  provided  in  the  act  of  the  18th  February, 
1793,  entitled  ''An  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing 
ships  or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade 
and  fisheries,  and  for  regulating  the  same."  A  certi- 
ficate of  enrolment,  which  is  issued  for  a  coasting  or 
fishing  vessel  of  the  United  States,  is  strictly  anidogous 
to  the  certificate  of  registry  for  a  merchant  vessel. 
The  documents  contain  similar  statements  respecting 
the  vessels  and  the  titles  of  the  owners,  and  are  au- 
thenticated in  the  same  manner. 

Vessels  of  less  than  twenty  tons  are  licensed,  with- 
out being  enrolled,  according  to  the  act  of  the  18th  of 
Februaiy,  1793.  And  the  duty  of  tonnage  on  a 
licensed  vessel  is  payable  once  in  a  year.  A  license 
is  issued  from  the  office  of  the  customs  for  the  vessel 
to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  or  the  whale 
fishery  or  cod  fishery.  It  may  be  in  force  for  one  year, 
and  is  given  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  ooUector« 
who  is  required  to  make  a  record  of  sudi  Uceaees,  and 


transmit  copies  to  the  Register  of  the  Treasury.  That 
the  privileges  appertaining  to  ships  or  vessels  of  the 
United  States  in  the  coasting  trade  or  fisheries  may  be 
folly  enjoyed,  the  same  law  requires  enrolled  vessels  to 
have  licenses. 

As  the  act  of  the  thirty-first  of  December,  seventeen 
hundred  and  ninety-two,  has  provided  that  the  privile- 
gee  appertaining  to  registered  ships  or  vessels  of  the 
United  States  shall  not  continue  to  be  enjoyed  longer 
than  they  continue  to  be  commanded  by  citiiens  of  the 
United  States,  it  has,  in  effiBct»  required  every  such 
vessel  to  have  one  citizen  on  board  as  master  or  com- 
mander. And  the  same  requisite  u  indnded  in  the 
act  of  the  eighteenth  of  Felmiary,  seventeen  hundred 
and  ninety-three,  for  enrolling  or  licensing  dtips  or 
vessels.  These  acts  contain  the  principal  regulations 
for  commercial  shipping.  There  are  no  laws  in  oper- 
ation which  require  any  more  of  the  citizens  to  be 
employed  for  navigating  the  veesels  in  foreign  trade  or 
in  the  coasting  trade  or  fisheries.  There  is  no  act  of 
Congress  which  requires  the  subordinate  officers,  or 
any  part  of  the  crew  on  board  any  vessel  whatever,  (o 
be  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

On  examination  it.  appears  that  systematic  regula- 
tions, concerning  the  ownership  of  vessels,  were  estab- 
lished by  the  registering  act  of  December,  1792,  and 
the  enrolling  and  licensing  act  of  Februaiy,  1793. 
But  the  United  Stotes  have  remained  to  this  day  with- 
out a  navigation  act  for  each  branch  of  their  com- 
merce. 

As  it  concerns  the  maritime  interests  of  the  United 
States,  therefore,  it  is  of  importance  to  eetablish  a  pol- 
icy requiring  the  commercial  vessek  of  the  Umted 
States  to  be  navigated  principally  by  mariners  of  the 
country.  With  this  view,  it  is  coiuideTed  proper  to 
allow  the  privileges  of  American  character  to  none  but 
vessels  navigated  by  American  mariners  as  the  law 
may  require;  to  provide  for  ascertaining  who  shall  be 
regarded  as  such  mariners;  and  to  make  it  requisita 
for  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  have  documents  on 
board  as  evidence  of  being  so  navigated. 

That  the  policy  may  bo  carried  into  effect  without 
inconvenience,  various  particulars  in  a  system  of  navi- 
gation must  correspond  to  existing  laws  respecting  the 
collection  of  duties,  the  ownerdiip  of  vessels,  or  the 
government  of  persons  in  the  merchant  service  or  fish- 
eries. Sevenl  regulations  stmUar  to  those  already  in 
force  are  proposed  to  be  incorporated. 

The  documents  for  vessehi  sailing  on  foreign  voy- 
ages may  supersede  the  use  of  any  other  certificates  of 
citizenship  for  persons  employed  in  navigating  them. 
And  it  is  proposed  to  repeal  the  section  of  the  act  of 
May,  1796,  which  has  authorized  the  collectors  to  de- 
liver certificates  to  individual  mariners.  Abuses  which 
are  known  to  have  prevailed  in  relation  to  such  certi- 
ficates may  be  avoided  by  requiring  proper  documents 
to  accompany  the  vessels. 

Statement  of  the  whole  number  of  teamen  annuaify 
regUtered  tu  Amerieant  under  the  act  of  the  S8th  of 
May,  1796;  being  an  "  abstract  of  seamen  registered 
in  the  several  custom-houses  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  returns  made  to  the  Department  of 
State,"  as  contained  in  a  report  made  to  the  Senate, 
dated  the  19th  of  February,  1813. 

For  the  three  last  quar^ 

ten  of  the  year  1796  -        -  4,849 

For  the  years  1797  -  9,031 

1786  -        -  7,081 
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IVjt  the  yean 


1799 

6,514 

1600 

8,390 

1801 

6,917 

1809 

891 

1803 

-   10,7«4 

1804 

6,822 

1806 

•  .  10,722 

1806 

9,900 

1807 

7,987 

1808 

1,121 

1809 

9,170 

1810 

3,668 

1811 

4,828 

1812 

8,262 

Whole  number  retorned  as  regiaCered    106,767 

^Eemark.—The  report  of  the  I9th  of  February,  1813, 
ttom  the  SeeretaiT  <n  State,  contains  the  following  re- 
aark :  "  It  may  be  'proper  to  obserre,  that  from  the 
iiOximcf  of  retuma  it  ia  to  be  reaaonably  inferred  that 
the  ntunber  of  seamen  actually  eniegistered  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  during  the  period  embraced  by  this  report, 
exceeds  that  now  stated  by  one-third. 

Statement  of  the  number  of  naturalized  persons  an^ 
nuaUff  registered  as  American  seament  under  the 
act  M  the  28th  of  May,  1796,  according  to  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Senate,  dated  the 
6th  of  January,  1813. 

For  the  three  last  quarters 

of  the  year  -        -        -        1796  -  -  70 

For  the  years  -                        1797  -  -  166 

1798  -  -  111 

1799  .  -  96 

1800  -  -  64 

1801  .  .  48 

1802  -  -  26 

1803  -  .  140 

1804  -    124 
1806    -    .    68 

1806  -  -  70 

1807  -  .  71 

1808  .  66 

1809  .  .  214 

1810  -  -  147 

1811  .  .  39 

1812  -  -  33 


Number  returned  as  naturalised 


1,630 


Jlemarh^ — In  relation  to  the  returns  of  persons  bom 
in  fiireign  countries  who  have  been  legally  naturaliaed 
la  the  United  States,  and  registered  as  American  sea- 
men, in  the  report  of  the  6^  of  January,  1813^  it  is 
obaerred :  "  Those  for  1811  and  1812,  above  atated,  are 
not  complete." 

Triasubt  DiPAmTKBHT,  Jou.  28,  1816. 
Sim:  Permit  me  to  answer  your  inquiries,  relative 
to  ^b»  amount  of  American  tonnage,  and  Uie  number 
of  seamen,  Americans  and  foreigners,  employed  in  the 
merchant  service,  by  communicating  a  copy  <^  the  let- 
ter, which  I  have  addressed  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resenUtives,  upon  the  same  subyeet    I  have,  dte. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
Hen.  W.  W.  Bibb, 

CAotrmofi  Com.  Foreign  Relations. 


TBBASvmr  DBvanniBirr,  Jan,  26, 1816. 

Sim :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter,  requesting,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations,  infonnation  upon  the  following 
subjects: 

1.  The  amount  of  American  tonnage. 

2.  The  number  of  seamen  required  for  tiie  aaviga* 
tion  of  American  vessels. 

3.  The  number  of  American  seamen,  either  native 
or  naturaliaed. 

4.  The  number  of  foreign  seamen  now  employed  in 
the  merdiant  service  of  the  United  Statea. 

I.  The  annual  statement  of  the  amount  of  American 
tonnage,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1814,  which  was 
recenSy  laid  before  Congress,  exhibits  an  aggregate  of 
1,169,208  80-96  tons,  as  included  in  the  returns  made 
to  this  Department,  by  the  oollecton  of  the  customs; 
but  for  the  reasons  aasigned  in  the  letter  of  the  Regn- 
ter  of  the  Treasury,  accompanying  that  statement,  the 
actual  amount  ought  not  to  be  estimated,  on  the  30th 
of  December,  1814,  at  more  than  1,029,281  86-96  tons. 

By  an  estimate  formed  from  the  returns  of  the  col- 
lectors, to  the  30th  of  September,  1816,  the  aggregate 
amount  of  the  tonnage,  included  in  the  returns,  wiD 
be  1,363,768  62-96  tons;  but  this  amount  is  liable  to 
a  deduction,  similar  to  that  abovementioned,  and  the 
tonnage  of  American  vesseb  actually  employed,  at  tiie 
last  period,  may  be  estimated  at  about  1,217,000  tona, 
divided  in  the  following  manner : 
American    tonnage    employed    in   foreign 

trade,  about 840,000 

Do.  in  the  coasting  trade,  about                 -     360,000 
Do.  in  the  fisheries 27,000 


Tons 


1,217,000 


II.  The  number  of  seamen  required  for  the  naviga- 
tion of  American  vesseb  may  be  computed  from  the 
crews  which  they  usually  ship,  including  officers  and 
boys,  at  an  average  of  nearly  six  for  every  hundred 
tons  employed  in  the  foreign  and  coasting  trade,  and 
of  about  eight  for  every  hundred  tons  employed  in  the 
fisheries,  llus  computation  will  place  the  whole  num- 
ber of  seamen,  requured  for  the  navigation  of  American 
veaMls,  at  about  70,000. 

Ill  and  lY.  The  number  of  American  seamen,  na- 
tive or  naturalised  citizens,  and  the  number  of  foreign 
seamen,  who  are  employed  in  the  merchant  service  of 
the  United  States,  cannot  be  ascertained  from  any  doc- 
uments in  the  Treasury  Department.  It  is  believed, 
indeed,  that  there  does  not  exist,  anywhere,  the  meana 
of  classing  the  seamen  according  to  that  discrimina- 
tion ;  nor  of  ascertaining  their  number,  except  in  the 
general  mode  of  computation,  which  has  been  adopted 
upon  the  present  occasion.  The  acta  for  the  relief  and 
protection  of  American  seamen  provide  that  the  col- 
lector of  eveiy  district  shall  keep  a  book,  in  which, 
at  the  request  of  any  seaman,  being  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  producing  proof  of  his  citizenship 
authenticated  in  a  manner  which  the  act  haa  omitted 
to  define^  he  shall  enter  the  name  of  the  ap(4icant ; 
and  that  each  coOector  shall  return  a  list  of  the  seamen 
so  regiftered,  once  every  three  months,  to  tfie  Seeie- 
tary  of  State,  who  is  required  to  lay  before  Congiees 
an  annual  statement  of  the  returns.  It  is  also  pro- 
vided that,  before  a  clearance  be  granted  to  any  vessel 
bound  on  a  foreign  voyage,  the  master  shall  deliver  to 
the  collector  of  the  customs  a  list  containing,  aa  for  as 
he  can  ascertain,  the  names,  peaces  of  birth,  and  reai- 
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deiio«»  and  a  dafor^lMii  of  the  penRMM  who  oompoM 
hif  ddp's  oonpaaj,  for  whom  he  is  bound  to  aceoant 
upon  hii  retUB  to  the  United  States.  Bat  axperience 
hee  ehown  that  neither  the  ragivter,  which  only  \nr 
dodea  the  names  of  dtixens  who  themselves  request 
to  be  registsrad,  nor  the  crew  lists  famished  by  the 
masten  of  vessels  employed  in  the  foreign  trade,  upon 
general  information,  adord  a  satisfactory  test  to  dis- 
tingnif**  the  native  from  the  natanlized  seamen,  nor 
even  to  diitingaish  tiie  citixen  from  the  alien ;  and  that 
neither  can  be  rdied  on  to  establish  the  aggregate 
number  of  seamen  employed  in  the  merchant  service. 
In  tiie  year  1807  an  attempt  was  made  to  estimate 
tha  proportion  of  foreign  to  American  seamen  on  board 
of  American  vessels;  bot  the  basis  of  the  estimate  was 
too  unsettied  and  hypothetieal  to  command  conildenoe 
lA  the  result.  It  was  tiien  supposed  that  nearly  the 
•izth  of  the  whole  nunriier  of  seamen  employed  in  nav« 
igating  American  vessels  were  foreign  seamen,  and 
more  paitieulariy,  that  of  the  number  of  seaman  «m- 
in  the  foreign  trade,  at  least  one^urth  were 
ters.  There  are  reasons  to  presume  that  the 
psoportion  of  foreign  to  American  seamen  is  less  at 
this  time  than  it  was  in  the  year  1807,  and  that  it  will 
become  less  stiU,  as  the  nations  of  Europe,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  general  peace,  become  more  and  more 
the  carriers  of  their  own  imports  and  exports. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d&c. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 


Friday,  Mmreb  6. 

Mr.  Varmum,  from  the  eommittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  to  amend  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  so  as  to  regulate  the 
mode  of  choosing  Representatives  in  Conj^ress 
and  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President 
thereof,  reported  it  with  amendments,  which  were 
read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  iocorpo- 
raeio|:  the  subscribers  to  the  Orphan  Asylum  of 
the  City  of  Washington ;  and  tne  bill  was  read 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  further  extending  the  time  for  issuing 
and  locating  military  land  warrants,  and  for  othet 
purposes,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  tne  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
tire  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory. 

The  resolution  to  ametad  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  so  as  to  subject  to  remoTal 
from  office  the  judges  of  att  the  conns  thereof, 
was  read  the  seeoii4  time. 

The  bin  to  amend  the  act  for  regulavtng  the 
Post  Oflice  Establishment,  respecting  the  com- 
pensation of  postmasters,  waA  to  allow  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  the  privilege  of  franking  during 
the  recess,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee ;  and  Messrs.  Wilson,  Rob- 
erts, MoBHow,  Chaos,  and  Tbompsov,  were 
appointed  the  eommittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  and  re- 
quiring the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  letters  pat* 
ent  to  Andrew  Kurtz,  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  seleet  eommittee,  lo  consider 
and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Robbrtb,  Wi i^ 
BOH,  and  Brown,  were  appointed  the  committee^ 


Mr.  GoLDBBOROUQH  saboiitted  the  foliowisg 
motion  for  consideration : 

Raoived,  That  it  be  referrsd  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Naval  Committee,  whether  it  is  expedient  and 
proper  to  instruct  the  Secretary  of  the  Na?y  to  cause 
a  Utt  yaluatiott  to  be  made  of  the  ship  of  war,  '*  The 
Cyane/'  her  ticUe,  apparel,  and  atorea.  (aoooiding  to 
the  cuatomaiy  mode  in  such  cases,)  and  to  pay  to  the 
eapCom  the  whole  amount  of  auch  valnatien ;  and  that 
they  make  report  theraon. 

Mr.  Huntbr,  from  the  commiuee  to  whom 
was  rderred  the  bill  providing  for  the  publication 
of  the  dedsions  <^  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  reported  it  with  amendmenu;  which 
were  read. 

The  Senate  resimied,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  considecation  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  mBKiDg  further  provision  for  milit«ry  aervieet 
daring  the  late  war,  and  for  other  parpoees ;"  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Williamb,  toe  farther  con- 
sidermtioB  thereof  was  posqioned  until  Monday 
next. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  eonsider*- 
tion  of  a  bill  to  provide  a  law  library  for  the  use 
of  the  Judsea  or  the  Supreme  Court. 

[This  bill  proposes  the  appropriation  of  five 
thousand  dollars^  for  the  purcoase  oflaw  books  to 
compose  a  library  for  the  use  of  the  Supreme 
Court.] 

After  some  desultory  debate  ou  the  OMdifica- 
tion  of  the  details  of  this  bill)  between  Meesrs. 
Talbot,  Sanfobd,  Mabon  of  New  Hampahife, 
and  WiLBON,  the  bill  was  poatponed  to  Monday. 

The  bill,  in  addition  to  an  aat,  entitled  '*An 
aet  in  relation  to  the  Navv  Penaion  Fond,"  wta 
read  a  third  time,  and  the  blaak  having  been 
filled  with  "  three  hundred,''  the  hill  was  amended 
by  anammons  conaest. 

Reaelved,  That  thia  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  ''An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled 
'An  act  in  relation  to  the  Navy  Pension  Fund." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  the  biU  to  ascertain  and  estaUish 
the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  Mserved  for 
satisfying  the  military  bounties  allowed  to  the  ot- 
ficeta  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  liee,  on  Conti- 
nental Establishment,  was  postponed  until  Thurs- 
day nexL 

On  motion,  by  Mr,  Morrow  the  further  coa- 
aideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  rdating  to  the  claims 
of  the  officers  and  solders  of  the  Virginia  line,  on 
State  and  Contiikanial.  Establishment,  for  boanty 
lands,  was  also  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resuined  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  indemnificih 
tion  or  certain  clataiaBts  to  latids  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory. 

This  bill  proposes,  in  its  first  section,  to  extend 
the  time  for  filing  releases  by  claimants ;  and  ia 
the  second  regulates  the  manner  in  wiiioh  the 
claims  of  the  representatives  of  deceiised  persons 
shall  be  sab^an^ialed,  ^c. 

Thsf  latur  seotioa  was  strtiek  oat,  in  pursoaace 
of  the  recommendation  of  the  aewct  comsaittee, 
the  ground  of  which  recotasonnidatioa  was 
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plained  by  Mr.  Taylob,  to  be  the  interfereoee  of 
this  provision  with  the  pecoliar  powers  of  State 
governments  &nd  coartS|  in  relation  to  descents 
and  the  distribution  of  estates. 

Thus  amended,  the  bill  was,  without  opposition, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

CASE  OF  GEORGE  R08SIER. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qeorge  Rossier  was 
then  taken  up.  The  bill  proposes  to  indemnify 
the  above  named  person  for  the  loss  of  two  Trea- 
sury notes  of  a  thousand  dollars  transmitted  by 
mail,  on  the  exhibition  of  sufficient  evidence  that 
the  same  have  not  been  paid  or  funded,  and  on 
givinff  security  to  indemnify  the  United  States 
from  loss  from  their  future  appearance. 

Messrs  Sanfobd  and  Dagqett  supported  this 
bill.  Mr.  Roberts  suggested,  as  a  ground  of  op- 
position  to  the  bill,  that  this  was  a  case  standing 
on  the  same  footing  as  other  cases  of  losses  by 
the  mail,  for  which  the  United  States  could  not 
be  expected  to  be  liable.  To  which  Mr.  San- 
fobd replied,  showing  the  distinction,  and  addu- 
cing analogous  eases  to  show  not  only  the  equity, 
but  the  precedents  of  such  a  course  as  (hat  pro- 
posed by  the  bill. 

For  the  purpose  of  further  consideration,  the 
bill  was  postponed  to  Tuesday. 

CLAIM  OF  COLONEL  THOMPSON. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill,  reported  by  a  select 
committee,for  the  relief  of  John  Thompson.  The 
bill  proposes  tu  allow  to  Colonel  Thompson  in- 
terest  on  a  claim  for  Revolntionary  services,  the 
principal  of  which  was  granted  to  him  by  an  act 
of  Congress  in  1812. 

Some  investigation  took  place  on  the  merit  of 
the  claim  jWhicn  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Rob- 
BBT8  and  Fbombntir,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 

VABMtJII,  TUBMBB,  DaOOBTT,  MaOON,  KikQ,  Ma- 

BON  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Tatlob. 

If  the  claim  was  just,  as  Congress  had  here- 
tofore decided,  it  was  said,  it  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed in  full ;  and  such,  it  was  argued,  was  the 
intention  of  the  Congress,  bot  not  the  eonstrnc- 
tlon  at  the  Treasury,  in  the  act  which  did  pass. 
On  the  other  hand  it  was  said,  that  an  allowance 
bj  any  Confess  to  any  claimant,  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  in  full,  and  conclusive  of  what  was 
justly  due;  and  in  this  case  it  was  moreover  said, 
that  the  claim  itself  had  been  of  a  doubtful  char^ 
acter,  having  been  rejected  more  than  once  before 
it  at  last  succeeded.  To  which  it  was  replied, 
besides  defending  the  justice  of  the  claim,  that 
the  former  decision  of  Uongress  in  its  favor  pre- 
cluded that  question. 

The  question  was  taken,  after  much  debate,  on 
orderins  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing and  decided  in  the  negative*— yeas  5,  nays  15, 
as  follows : 

TsAS — ^Messrs.  Chaoe^  Morrow,  Roberts^  Sanlbrd, 
andTait. 

Nats— Means.  Gondii,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gaillaid, 
Goldsboiough,  Hunter,  King,  Maoon,  Mason  of  New 
Hampshire,  Ruggles,  Taylor,  Tichenor,  Tomer,  Var- 
nnm,  Wel^  WillianuH  and  Wilson. 


MoRDAY,  March  11. 

Mr.  Robbbtb  presented  the  memorial  of  Ferdi- 
nando  Fairfax,  of  the  City  of  Washington,  oppos- 
ing the  extension  of  the  (Nitent  of  the  late  Robert 
Fulton,  as  the  inventor  of  a  method  of  navigating 
vessels  by  the  aireocy  of  fire  and  steam,  as  grayed 
for  by  Harriet  Fulton,  for  reasons  stated  in  the 
memorial ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Sanfobd  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Radcliff  and  otners,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
praying  the  payment  of  certain  debentures,  which 
has  been  suspended  by  order  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment of  the  United  States,  as  stated  in  the  pe- 
tition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Sakfobd,  BBOWif,and 
Dana,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr*  Daqobtt  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Patriotic  Bank  of 
Washington,' praying  a  charter  of  incorporation, 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Reiohed,  That  acommittao  be  appointed  to  Inquire 
into  the  expedient  of  making  provision  for  altering 
the  location  of  the  road  laid  oat  from  the  loot  of  the 
rapids  of  the  Miuni  river  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  western 
bonndaij  of  the  Connectieat  Beserve,  so  that  the  said 
toad  may  pass  through  the  leservation  of  two  miles 
square  on  the  SaaduidLy  river ;  and  also,  whether  any 
and  what  farther  provisions  are  necessary  to  be  made 
for  the  surveying  and  sale  of  the  public  lands  adjoining 
on  the  aforesaid  road. 

The  bill  incorporating  the  anbseribers  to  the 
Orphan  Asylum  of  the  City  of  Washington,  was 
read  the  second  lime. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  change  the  mode  of 
compensation  to  the  members  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  and  the  Delegates  from 
Territories  ^^  also,  a  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Qustavus'Loorats:"  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbbidbnt  ofthb  United  Statbb: 

To  the  SenaU  and  Houae  of 

Repreieniativu  of  the  VniUd  Staiei  f 
I  lay  befovs  Congress  a  statement  of  the  militia  of 
the  United  States,  aooording  to  the  latest  returns  re-> 
ceivsd  by  the  Department  of  War. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Mabcb  9,  1816. 

The  Message  and  statement  were  read. 
The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
making  further  provision  for  military  services 
during  the  late  war,  was  taken  up;  and,  the  ques- 
tion being  about  to  be  put  whether  it  should  be 
read  a  third  time- 
Mr.  WiLBON  announced  his  intention  to  move 
an  amendment  to  the  bill,  by  introducing  a  provi* 
siott  which  he  understooa  had  failed  in  the  ilottse 
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of  RcpresentatiTM,  bat  which,  io  his  opinioD, 
pablicjQstice,gnititade,andfeeJiBff  rehired  to  be 
adopted.  He  then  read  the  sketcE  of  a  new  see- 
tion  to  allow  donations  of  land,  in  proportion  to 
their  rank,  to  the  officers  deranged  by  the  late 
reduction  of  the  Atmj.  To  sacertain  whether 
the  Senate  would  be  willing  to  receive  an  amend- 
ment of  this  character,  he  moved  to  postpone  the 
bill  till  to-morrow«  T  he  postponemen  t  was  agreed 
to. 

The  Senate  next  took  ap  the  bill  to  establish 
a  Law  Library  at  the  Seal  of  Government,  for 
the  Qse  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
There  was  some  debate  on  this  subject,  not  in 
opposition  to  the  provision  of  law  books  for  the 
purpose  designated  as  well  as  for  the  use  of  Con- 
gress, but  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Wilsor  to  amend 
the  bill  bv  striking  out  so  much  thereof  as  pro- 
poses to  place  the  law  books  to  be  purchased  in 
an  apartment  separate  from  the  general  library ; 
which  was  negatived,  13  to  8. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  [The 
appropriation  proposed  in  the  bill  to  be  applied 
to  Its  objject  at  this  time  is  five  thousand  dollars.] 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  M.  Forbes,  which 
came  from  the  Represenutive  Hall,  was  next  con- 
sidered ;  and  after  a  due  explanation  by  Mr.  Huh- 
Tia  of  its  object,  (to  authorize  a  settlement  of 
Mr*  Forbes's  account  for  interest  and  difierence 
of  exchange  of  money  paid  in  Europe  for  the  sup- 
port of  distressed  seamen)  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  conceraiog  the  District  of  Columbia 
(respecting  the  introduction  of  slaves  from  adjoin- 
ing States)  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lacook,  post- 
poned to  Friday. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eoosideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Militanr  Affiiirs^n 
the  petition  of  the  representatives  of  Ignaoe  De- 
lino;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Williams,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Prebidbht  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made  in 
obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
7Ui  instant  on  the  memorial  of  the  Mayor  and 
Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New  York ;  and 
the  report  was  read. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  publication  of  the 
decisions  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  was  considered,  amended,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading.  [The  bill  pro- 
poses to  allow  to  a  Reporter  of  the  decisions  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  one  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num, provided  the  said  decisions  be  published 
within  six  months  after  the  adjournment  each 
year,  ai^d  fifty  copies  thereof  delivered  free  of 
charge  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  be  distributed 
as  prescribed  by  the  bill.] 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  dividing  the  Sute  of  Pennsylva- 
nia into  two  judicial  districts ;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.LACOCK,  the  consideration  thereof  was  further 
postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  letolntion  to 


amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  that 
the  judges  of  all  the  courts  thereof  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  removal  from  office ;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Laoook,  on  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Monaav  next. 

# 

TAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  bill  further  supplementary  to  the  act  en- 
titled ''An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification 
of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,"  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  blank  for  the  day  to  which  the  time  for 
filing  releases  is  extended,  was,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Tatlob,  filled  with  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber next. 

The  blank  for  the  additional  compensation  to 
each  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  adjust 
these  claims,  and  to  the  secretary  of  the  board, 
in  consideration  of  the  further  services  requirea 
of  them,  was  next  to  be  filled. 

Mr.  Taylor,  after  a  compliment  to  the  talent, 
assiduity,  and  integrity  of  the  board,  as  calling  for 
a  compensation  larger  than  they  had  hitherto 
been  allowed,  and  more  adequate  to  the  services 
rendered  by  them,  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
$1,500;  which  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

And  thus  amended,  the  bill  was  passed  and 
sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

PULTON'S  PATENT. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and  chil- 
dren of  Robert  Fulton,  deceased,  was  next  taken 
up: 

Mr.  KiMG  proposed  to  postpone  it  to  Wednes- 
day ;  Mr.  Roberts  to  recommit  it. 

in  the  little  debate  which  took  place,  Mr.  Rob- 
erts referred  to  the  memorial  this  morning  pre- 
sented, as  afibrding  a  reason  why  the  bill  should 
not  pass,  or  at  least  should  receive  reconsidera- 
tion in  committee;  he  also  incidentally  remarked 
that  there  was  no  such  evidence  of  cost  in  per- 
fecting the  invention,  or  want  of  profit  from  the 
use  of  it,  as  would  support  the  claim  for  an  ex- 
tension of  the  patent,  dec.  To  which  Mr.  Kinq 
replied,  that  the  question  of  the  validity  of  the 
original  patent  was  one  wholly  of  a  judicial  na- 
ture; it  was  one  in  regard  to  which  Congress 
could  neither  take  away  or  confer  privileges-^ 
the  bill  could  extend  no  rights  not  vested  by  the 
patent,  dbc,  and  all  questions  arising  out  of  the 
priority  of  invention,  dbc.  belonged  and  most  re- 
main with  the  courts  of  justice.  Mr.  Wii.so]i 
favored  commitment,  though  favorable  to  the  ex- 
tension of  the  patent. 

Mr.  Kino  having  withdrawn  his  motion  for 

gostponement,    the    bill    was   recommitted    to 
lessrs.  Kino,  Morrow,  Daggett,  Chace,  and 
Roberts. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  amendment  proposed  to  the  Constituiioni 
requirinff  the  election  of  Electors  and  Represent* 
atives  of  Congress  to  he  made  in  all  the  States 
by  districts,  was  taken  up ;  and  the  question  stated 
on  ordering  it  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Laoook  expieittd  his  surprise  that  a  pto* 
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position  for  amendini^  the  Coaititution  shoald  be 
80 lightly  treated  as  not  to  have  had  a  dajr  assigned 
for  Its  discassion.  He  thought  it  required  more 
deliberation ;  and  therefore  moved  to  postpone  it 
and  make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday. 

Mr.  Dana  professed  his  readiness  to  TOte  on 
the  question  at  once,  with  the  hope  that  the  pro- 
position would  be  rejected.  It  seemed  to  him  to 
be  introducing  a  sort  of  bed  of  Procrustes^  to  de- 
clare that,  because  it  was  convenient  for  one  State 
to  elect  its  Electors  and  Representatives  by  dis- 
tricts, all  the  other  States,  convenient  or  not, 
should  be  compelled  to  do  the  same. 

Without  further  debate,  the  postponement  was 
agreed  to. 


TuBBDAT,  March  12. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  respecting  the  late  officers  and  crew  of  the 
sloop  pf  war  Wasp ;  and  the  bill  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
following  resolution,  yesterday  moved  by  Mr. 

RUGGLES  : 

Re$olved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  provision  for  altering  the 
location  of  the  road  laid  out  frmn  the  foot  of  the  rapids 
of  the  Miami  ihrer  and  Lake  Erie  to  the  western 
boundary  of  the  Connecticut  Reaenre,  so  that  the  said 
road  may  pass  through  the  reaenation  of  two  miles 
square  on  the  Sandus^  river ;  and  also  whether  any 
and  what  further  proviiions  are  necessaiy  to  be  made 
for  the  surveying  and  sale  of  the  public  lands  ai^oining 
on  the  aforesaid  road. 

This  question  gave  rise  to  some  discussion. 
Mr.  King  moved  to  refer  the  resolve  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Qeneral  Land  Office,  to  consid- 
er and  report  thereon.  This  motion  was  sup« 
ported  by  nlmself,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Rug- 
0LE8,  MoaBOW,  Tait,  ana  Taylor  ;  the  field  of 
debate  of  course  very  limited,  the  question  being 
only  as  to  the  mode  of  making  an  inquiry.  The 
motion  of  Mr.  King  was  negatived. 

The  resolve,  as  above,  was  agreed  to;  and 
Messrs.  Rugqles,  Kimg,  and  Morrow,  appointed 
a  committee  accordingly. 

The  bUl  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gns- 
tavus  Loomis,*'  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
M.  Forbes,^'  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  memorial  of 
Ferdinando  Fairfax,  presented  the  11th  instant, 
was  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and 
children  of  Robert  Fulton,  deceased,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have 
passed  the  bill  entitled  '^An  act  to  extend  certain 
privileges,  as  therein  mentioned,  to  Bernard 
Edme  Verjon,"  with  amendments;  in  which 
they  request  the  coacurrenee  of  the  Senate ;  and 
that  they  have  also  passed  a  bUl  entitled  "An  act 


for  the  relief  of  John  T«  Wirt;**  in  wUek  they 
reqneet  the  eoneiUTence  of  the  Senate. 

The  foili  last  mentioned  was  Fead,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  coonmittee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  (or  the 
relief  of  John  Holker,  formerly  Consul  Gcneiml 
of  France  to  the  United  States;  nnd  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider 
the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  the  bill  entitled  ^'An  act  to  extend  certainpriv* 
ileges,  as  therein  mentioned,  to  Bernard  fiSdme 
Venoo."    Whereupon, 

Aemdved,  That  they  concur  therein. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  oMking  further  provision  for 
military  services  during  the  late  war,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  and  on  motion,  inr  Mr.  Rdgolbs. 
the  further  consideFation  thereof  was  postponea 
until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  law  library  at  the  seat 
of  Ghovemment,  for  the  use  of  the  Supreme  Cottrt 
of  the  United  Smtes,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
the  blank  filled  with  *^  two  thousand." 

Eemdved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  titie 
thereof  be  "An  act  concerning  the  library  of  Con- 


n 


gresB. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  pnblieation  o£  the 
decisions  of  the  Supreme  Conrt  of  the  United 
States  was  read  a  third  time,  and  paased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  M.  Roesier  (in  the 
ease  of  lost  Treasury  notes)  was  further  eoosid- 
ered,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  after  debate, 
by  a  vote  of  15  to  11. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  subseribers  to  the 
Female  Orphan  Asylum  of  the  City  of  Wwhing- 
ton,  was  taken  up.  Its  benevolent  objects  were 
explained,  its  utilitjf  warmljr  aniicipat«d,  and  the 
motives  of  its  institutors  justly  viewed  by  Mr. 
RoBfBRTs*  No  further  debate  took  place,  except 
a  question  by  Mr.  Wilson  as  to  the  number  of 
children  now  fostered  by  it ;  to  whieh  Mr.  Ros- 
BRTS  replied  that  the  present  number  was  seven. 

On  the  question  to  eiimse  the  bill  for  a  third 
reading  there  were  lor  the  bill  IS,  against  it  IS. 
The  President  (Mr.  Gaillaro)  voting  in  the 
affirmative,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  nsading. 

COMPENSATION  B^L. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
change  the  mode  of  compensation  of  the  Sena- 
tors, Delegates,  and  Representatives  in  Congress, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  refer  the  biH  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance. 

Mr.  Bub  opposed  the  reference.  The  prin- 
ciples embraced  in  the  bill  were  not,  he  said, 
of  a  complicated  nature,  bnt  such  as  might  be 
determined  without  the  formality  of  a  reference 
to  a  cmnmittee.  He  confessed,  that  the  bill  was 
not  exactly  in  the  shape  which  he  should  pre- 
fer; but,  as  he  thought  it  had  decided  advan. 
tages  over  the  present  system  and  rate  of  com. 
pcnsation,  ha  should  vote  fbr  it  as  it  stood,  an^ 
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againn  any  anmidineol  which  shoaid  be  pro- 

g08ed.  He  shoold  Tote  against  any  amendmenti 
6  said,  because  of  the  peciriiar  delieacy  of  the 
sabject ;  and  eonsideriag  that  the  bill  had  beeo 
propoaed  by  the  House  of  Repretentatives,  so 
mocih  the  moat  aumerovs  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, he  ivas  uowi^Hog  to  have  anv  eontrorersy 
with  that  Hotwe  about  it.  Ameiraments  naight 
hereafter  be  made  by  a  supplementary  biil^  if 
found  neoessary  in  the  course  of  the  opmtton  of 
the  system. 

Mr.  Taylor  said,  that  the  course  which  he 
had  proposed,  was  not  different  from  that  tfene- 
rally  given  to  every  bill  eoming  from  the  House. 
It  i^T*!  ^^^  proper  coarse  to  be  pursued,  for  a 
variety  of  reasons:  SuPpCJf  the  salaries  of  other 
officers  of  the  Government  should  be  thougbt  in* 
competent,  the  Committee  of  Finance  might  pro- 
pose amendments  to  the  bill  calculated  also  to 
include  them;  for,  he  intimated,  the  passage 
of  a  bill  to  compensate  ourselves  alone,  seemed 
to  be  too  close  an  observance  of  the  old  but  pithy 
adage,  chttrity  begins  at  home.  Our  foreign 
Ministers,  he  said,  received,  besides  their  outfit,  a 
salary  of  nine  thousand  dollars,  to  enable  them 
to  make  a  display  iibroad  :  it  would  seem,  by  the 
distinction  in  favor  of  foreign  Ministers,  in  this 
respect,  as  if  Congress  did  not  care  what  appear- 
ance our  great  officers  of  the  Gk>vernment  ex- 
hibited at  home,  under  our  own  eyes.  Mr.  T. 
said,  he  was  not  opposed  to  the  increase  of  com- 
pensation of  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  and 
should  vote  for  this  bill,  if  so  altered  ss  to  make 
the  compensation  compatible  with  the  reasons 
upon  Which  the  proposed  increase  was  obviously 
founded.  In  order  to  let  the  people  know  that 
their  interests  were  consulted  as  much,  where  we 
are  concerned,  said  he,  as  in  other  etise^  I  wish 
the  bill  to  take  the  usual  course  of  reference  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  there  Wits  certainly  something 
due  to  the  delicacy  of  sentiment  or  the  gentle- 
matt  from  Sonth  Carolina,  which  had  indoeed 
him  to  make  this  niotion.  It  being  ttl  all  times  A 
matter  of  delicacy  to  act  dn  questions  concerning 
our  owii  cdmpeltsation,  Mr.  D.  said,  be  did  not 
wonder  that,  m  his  anxiety  to  avoid  error  on 
the  one  side,  he  should  bend  over  too  far  in  the 
other  direction.  In  reference  to  the  laws  here- 
tofore passed  on  these  subjects,  he  said,  he  found 
it  had  not  been  thought  at  all  necessary  to 
combine  the  compensation  of  Executive  and 
Legislative  officers;  nor  did  he  see  why  the 
members  of  Congress  should  measure  their  com- 
pensation by  that  of  other  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment. This  question  was  one  separate  and  dis- 
tinct ;  it  was  a  question  of  its  own  character,  he 
said,  and  ouaht  to  stand  alone.  He  was,  there- 
fore, opposed  to  commitment  in  order  to  amend 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Campbell  said,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  he  was  not  aware  that  that 
Committee  could  give  any  information  to  the 
Senate  on  the  subject  of  this  bill,  which  would 
enable  it  to  act  better  than  they  could  without  it. 
The  principle  of  the  bill,  he  said,  was  a  naked 


one,  whether  the  compensation  of  the  membera 
should  or  should  not  be  increased ;  the  questtOD 
in  relation  to  the  manner  of  compensation  was 
also  a  single  question.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  felt  in  so 
great  a  degree  the  delicacy  which  had  been,  ad- 
verted to,  that  he  would  not  say  much  on  thie 
subject.  As  to  the  arpment  that  i^,-  salaries  of 
some  other  oftcerj  Oi  Government  require  an 
luoreate,  he  was  not  disposed  to  deny  the  fact ; 
but,  in  addition  to  the  reply  that  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary to  connect  that  question  with  the  one 
now  before  the  Senate,  he  said,  the  salaries  of 
those  offieere  had  been  raised  since  the  compen- 
sation of  the  members  of  Con^ss  had  been 
fixed.  Mr.  C  did  not  profess  himself  to  be  an 
advocate  for  the  manner  of  compensation  pro- 
posed by  this  bill ;  he  had  serious  doubts  on  the 
subject ;  but  he  thought  proper  to  state,  that  this 
measure,  having  been  adopted  by  the  other  House, 
which  is  considered  generally  as  immediately  re- 
sponsible to  the  people  for  its  acts,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  which  pride  themselves  on  being  the 
purse-holders  of  the  nation,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  this  Rouse  was  reliefed  from  the  necessity 
of  probing  the  subject  as  closely  as  it  might 
otherwise  be  proper.  Not.  he  said,  that  he  thought 
that  the  Senate  was  at  all  bound  by  their  vote,  but 
in  this  respect  the  other  House  was  at  least  as 
responsible  as  this.  The  present  compensation 
to  the  members  of  Congress,  he  was  convinced| 
was  entirely  too  low,  if  it  was  intended  that  they 
should  have  a  compensation  anything  like  com- 
petent to  pay  their  necessary  expenses.  He  was 
opposed  *to  the  reference  altogether ;  if  commit- 
ted, he  hoped  it  would  be  to  another  committee 
than  that  which  had  been  named. 

Mr.  Dagoutt  said,  the  question  embraced  by 
this  bill  was  one  which  he  should  be  always  dis- 
posed to  leave  with  the  other  house.  He  would 
not  interfere,  be  said,  to  prevent  that  compensa- 
tion which  they  should  deem  adequate  to  their 
services.  He  felt  no  reluctance  in  contending, 
and  contending  earnestl|r}  with  the  House  of 
Representatives,  on  questions  such  as  that  of  the 
extent  of  the  treaty-makiofi^  power,  the  expedi- 
ency and  amount  of  a  land-tax ;  indeed,  on  any 
question  of  a  general  nature;  but,  he  said,  there 
was  an  innate  delicacy  in  the  Senate's  undfertak- 
ing  to  say  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
should  not  have  a  sort  of  control  over  ques- 
tions like  this.  He  was,  therefore,  disposed  to 
take  a  bill  of  this  nature,  and  pass  it  as  &-oon  as, 
according  to  the  forms  of  the  House,  it  could  be 
done,  and  to  have  little  said  about  it.  If  they 
had  even  increased  the  compensation  still  further, 
or  if  they  had  thought  fit  to  diminish  it,  he  should 
not  have  thought  it  necessary,  for  his  part,  to  say 
a  word  about  it. 

Mr.  Macok  did  not  consider  this  as  a  question 
of  compensation;  The  question  now  to  be  con- 
sidered was,  whether  (he  bill  was  calculated  to 
carry  itself  into  execution.  In  this  view  it  was 
necessary  to  commit  it,  rather  than  with  a  view 
to  any  facts  or  principles  connected  with  it.  The 
details  of  the  bill  ought  to  be  examined,  in  order 
to  see  whether  any  rule  could  be  devised  which 
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would  salt  better  than  that  embraced  by  the  bill. 
Gkntlemea  who  considered  this  bill  so  perfect 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  touched,  so  plain  that  he 
who  runs  may  read,  would  of  course  rote  against 
commitment.  He  confessed  that  he  had  not 
himself  that  distinct  Tiew  of  it  What  relates 
to  ourselves,  he  said,  ought  more  than  anything 
else  be  made  so  plain,  that  no  doubt  could  attend 
it.  He  should,  therefore,  vote  to  commit  this 
bill,  believing  it  might  be  improTed.  As  to  the 
xigots  of  the  two  Houses,  Mr.  M.  said,  they  were 
equal.  £ach  House  had  on  such  a  subject  the 
same  rights  as  the  other.  The  presumption  was, 
and  on  that  ground  they  ought  to  proceed,  that 
if  this  House  should  make  a  bill  from  the  other 
House  better  than  as  it  came  from  them,  the 
House  of  Representatives  would  concur  in  the 
amendment.  This  was  the  general  practice; 
and,  in  adhering  to  it,  he  did  not  see  how  the 
Senate  could  be  placed  in  a  delicate  situationln 
relation  to  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Cbacb  was  also  in  favor  of  the  commit- 
ment of  this  bill.  He  did  not  see,  he  said,  why 
gentlemen  should  be  ready  to  throw  the  burden 
of  this  measure  (if  a  burden  it  was)  on  the  should- 
ers of  the  House  of  Representatives.  As  regards 
the  rate  of  compensation  generally,  every  man 
must  act  on  it,  he  said,  from  his  own  conviction. 
Mr.  C»  was  himself  clearly  of  opinion  that  this 
bill  wanted  considerable  amendment.  It  had 
been  yet  but  a  short  time  under  consideration. 
He  asked,  whether  it  was  a  fair  way  of  legisla- 
tion, when  a  bill  was  manifestly  imperfect,  to  in- 
sist on  oassing  it,  with  a  view  of  perfecting  it  by 
a  su])pfementary  bill,  as  had  been  intimated? 
Was  it  not  best,  he  asked,  to  make  the  bill  perfect 
at  first?  Why  afraid,  he  asked,  to  approach  a 
bill  of  this  character?  Wh.y  regard  it  as  a  meas- 
ure bearing  the  injunction  9u><t  me  toqgere?  The 
Constitution  and  rules  of  proceeding,  he  admit- 
ted, did  seem  to  give  to  the  other  House  the 
IMwer  of  originating  money  bills;  but,  on  a  ques- 
tion of  this  kind,  he  did  not  see  why  this  House 
should  not  be  under  the  same  obligation  as  the 
other  to  examine  critically  bills  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  SiJiroRD  said,  in  the  course  of  a  few  re- 
marks on  this  subject,  that  this  bill  should  be 
treated  as  all  other  bills  were.  It  was  almost  a 
matter  of  course  on  all  bills  to  refer  the  subject 
thereof,  on  the  motion  of  a  member,  to  a  commit- 
tee for  examination.  He  wished  to  know,  as  re- 
garded his  vote,  what  would  be  the  effect  of  this 
bill;  whether  it  would  increase  the  rate  of  com- 
pensation of  members,  as  well  as  change  the 
mode  ?  He  wished,  in  short,  to  see  this  bill  take 
the  course  of  all  other  bills. 

Mr.  Dana  again  rose,  and  showed,  that  though 
the  practice  was  to  refer  bills  on  their  second 
reading,  it  was  to  examine  the  bearings  of  the 
bills.  This  bill,  he  said,  embraced  principles,  the 
extent  of  which  could  be  seen  with  a  single  cast 
of  the  eye.  It  had  no  complex  details;  it  re- 
pealed no  former  acts  requiring  a  comparison 
and  examination  of  existing  laws,  &e»  He  did 
not,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  deem  it  necessary 
to  commit  the  bill. 


The  question  on  commitment  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  9,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

YsAs — Messn.  Chaee»  King,  Mseon,  Monow,  Bug- 
gies, Ssnford,  Taylor,  Varanm,  and  Wilson. 

NA.XS— Mosns.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Camjdiell» 
Ck»ndit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Oaiilard,  Goto,  Botmjf  How- 
dl,  Hanler,  Laoock,  Mason  of  New  Hampahira,  Bob« 
erta,  Talbot,  Tait,  Thompoon,  TidMnor,  Turner, 
Wells,  and  Wi"- 


And  then,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjonrned 
until  to-morrow. 


WuDMBsnATi  March  13. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  system  of  navigation  for 
the  United  States,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Dama,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Monday,  the  25th  insunt. 

The  bill  respecting  the  late  officers  and  crew  of 
the  sloop-of-war  Wasp  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Holker,  formerly 
Consul  General  of  France  to  the  United  States, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
T.  Wirt''  was  read  the  second  time,  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Robbbto,  referred  to  the  Commit^ 
tee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMa,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  enti- 
tled **An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gnstavus  Loomis," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  RoBBBTs,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
and  requiring  the  Secretary  of  Sute  to  issue  let- 
ters patent  to  Andrew  Kurtz,*'  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbbidbnt  op  tbb  Unitbd  Statbb  : 

Tb  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

Sept  tuniativu  of  the  United  StaUa  .• 

I  laybefBre  Congnssareportof  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaniy,  containing  a  atatement  of  procaedinga  under 
the  act  to  regolata  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
from  Combeiland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  with  a  statement  of  past  appropriations, 
and  an  eatimate  of  reqnirsd  appropriations. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Mabcb  12, 1816. 

The  Message  and  statements  therein  referred 
to  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  18th  instant,  for  referring  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Naval  Committee  the  expe« 
diency  of  causing  a  fair  valuation  to  be  made  of 
the  ship  of  war  "The  Cyane,"  and  to  pav  to  the 
captors  the  amount  of  such  valuation  \  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Rossier  and 
others  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Habpbb,  the  bill  to  limit  the 
right  of  appeal  from  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes  for  the  Districtof  Columbia,  was  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Mr.  Habpbb,  Mr,  Talbot,  and  Mr. 
QoLDBBQBOoaB,  wcro  appointed  thecomnuttee. 
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Femaie  Orphan  Asj^um^OompenMotum  BUI. 
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WASHINGTON  FEMALE  ORPHAN  A8TLUM. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  inoorporate  (he  subseri- 
ben  to  the  Washington  Female  Orphan  Asylnm 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Habpbr  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  should 
▼ote  against  the  bill.  If  he  were  to  jadge  of  this 
question  bj  the  respectability  of  (he  names  con- 
nected with  it,  or  Of  the  objects  of  the  institn- 
tion  embraced  in  the  bill,  he  certainly  should  Tote 
for  the  bill ;  but  it  would  be  such  a  variation  from 
the  whole  course  and  scope  of  our  laws,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  TOte  aninst  it.  Nothing,  he  said, 
could  be  more  laudable  than  such  associations, 
but  he  submitted  whether  their  incorporation  by 
law  was  at  ail  necessary  to  enable  them  to  per- 
fect their  object.  Was  this  strange  anomaly  in 
law,  of  a  body  politic  composed  of  married  wo- 
men, at  all  necessary  to  the  objects  of  the  institu- 
tion ?  He  could  not  see  it.  If  the  object  was  to 
enable  the  Institution  to  acquire  real  property,  it 
could  be  accomplished,  he  said,  without  an  act  of 
incorporation :  a  simple  deed  of  trust  would 
answer  the  purpose  very  well,  dbc. 

Mr.  RoBBBTS  sustained  the  bilL  If  a  person 
were  to  die  and  leave  property  to  the  institution, 
unless  in  a  corporate  form,  it  could  not  inherit  it. 
This  charter^  he  said,  was  a  grant  of  but  little 
magnitude :  it  was  such  a  privilege  as,  in  many 
of  the  States,  the  courts  were  authorized  to  grant, 
under  proper  restrictions.  As  to  the  alleged  nov- 
elty of  the  proposition,  it  might  be  new  in  rei^rd 
to  this  District,  because  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress for  it  had  been  very  limited;  but  similar 
acts  were  to  be  found  oa  the  statute  books  of  some 
of  the  States.  The  charter  would  give  no  privi- 
lege nor  sanction  any  abuse.  It  would  enable  the 
trustees  of  a  praiseworthy  institution  to  secure,  in 
the  most  eligible  and  favorable  manner,  the  appli- 
cation of  such  means  as  may  be  given  by  benev- 
olent persons  to  the  benevolent  objects  of  the 
association,  4bc. 

Mr.  Campbbll  also  assigned  a  few  reasons  in 
favor  of  the  bill. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  16,  nays  17,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YsAs — Messrs.  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace,  Dans, 
Oaillard,  Howell,  Honter,  Lacock,  Roberts,  Sanford, 
Tait,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Tamer,  Williams,  end 
Wilson. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Condit,  Daggett,  Oolds- 
boxoogh,  Gore,  Harper,  Hors^,  King,  Macon,  Mason 
of  New  Hampshire,  Moarow,  Roggles,  Talbot,  Tayfcr, 
Yamnm,  and  Wells. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

COMPENSATION  BILL. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  of  the  bill  to  change 
the  mode  of  compensation  of  the  Senators,  Rep- 
resentatives and  Delegates  In  Congress. 

[This  bill  proposes  to  change  the  rate  and  mode 
of  compensailon,  from  six  dollars  per  day  during 
attendance  to  one  thousand  five  hundred  per 

annumj 
Mr.  Tatlor,  in  proposing  an  amendment  to 


the  bill,  said,  he  was  left,  from  the  absence  of  rea- 
sons assigned  in  favor  of  the  bill,  to  presume  the 
motive  of  it  to  be,  that  there  would  be  a  greater 
despatch  in  the  public  business,  if  members  were 
paid  by  (he  job  than  if  they  were  paid  by  the  day. 
He  doubted  the  correctness  of  this  inferenee.  if, 
for  six  dollars  a  day,  the  sessions  of  Congress  are 
spun  out  to  an  inconvenient  length,  and  public 
business  delayed  by  the  desire  of  members  to  in- 
crease the  amount  of  their  pay,  (suppoNiing  them 
the  immoral  agents  which  the  adoption  of  this 
system  presupposes) — would  they  not,  he  asked, 
he  induced  bv  the  cbans[e  in  the  mode  of  compen- 
sation, in  order  to  curtail  their  expenses  ana  in- 
crease their  profits,  to  go  home  beiore  the  public 
business  is  finishea,  or  so  urge  the  public  business 
as  to  leave  it  in  an  imperfect  form  ?  He  thought, 
as  he  said  yesterday,  that  the  amount  of  the  pres- 
ent allowance  was  incompetent ;  that  the  sacrifice 
was  too  great,  to  come  here  for  nothing,  and  in 
many  instances,  at  a  certain  loss.  He  felt  a  de- 
sire, however,  that  an  alteration  should  be  made 
in  this  bill,  to  lessen  the  inducement  which  it  a]^• 
peared  to  him  to  bold  out  to  the  members  to  hurrr 
over  or  neglect  the  public  business,  dbc.  With 
such  views,  be  moved  to  strikeout  three  thousand 
(the  compensation,  double  that  allowed  to  the 
members,  of  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  other  House)  and  in  lieu  thereof 
to  insert  two  thousand  dollars ;  with  a  view  to 
reduce  the  compensation  of  the  members  from 
one  thousand  five  hundred  to  one  thousand,  and 
to  add  a  new  section,  for  allowing,  besides,  three 
dollars  per  day  to  the  members  for  each  day  they 
actually  attend  in  Congress.  This  amendment, 
he  said,  would  bring  into  play  the  principle  of 
paying  by  the  job^  and  would  prevent  the  public 
work  from  being  done  in  a  slovenly  manner,  by 
paying  a  daily  compensation  adequate,  or  nearly 
sOf  to  the  daily  expenses  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Macon  also  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as 
to  strike  out  the  salary  feature  altogether,  and  in 
lieu  thereof  to  insert  a  provision  that  the  compen- 
sation should  be  hereaiter  -^—  dollars  per  day^ 
intending  that  the  blank  might  be  filled  with  such 
sum  as  the  Senate  should  jprefer.  He  was  opposed 
to  the  idea  of  a  salary  for  legislative  services; 
such  a  rule  of  compensation  was  not  known  un- 
der any  of  the  governments  of  the  States,  &c. 

Mr.  Daqqett  opposed  all  amendments  of  this 
nature  to  the  bill ;  considering  it  better  to  take  it 
in  its  present  shape.  The  increase  of  compen- 
sation, he  estimated,  according  to  an  average 
comoutation,  would  not  be  greater  than  as  one 
hundred  to  seventy-one,  &c.  Was  it  worth  while 
for  this  small  object  to  enter  into  a  controversy 
with  the  other  House  ?  He  showed,  besides,  that 
the  salaries  of  all  the  officers  of  Government 
(fudges excepted,  to  his  regret)  had  been  increased 
since  the  compensation  of  the  members  was  fixed, 
dl&c. 

Both  the  amendments  above  stated  were  nega- 
tived without  a  division. 

Mr.  Tatlob  then  proposed  an  amendment  to 
the  detail  of  the  bill,  which  he  considered  very 
defective.    The  amendment  was  as  follows : 
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«  Thai  in  case  any  Senator,  R«praMiitatiT6,  or  ilele- 
gtfto,  diall  not  attend  in  his  pla^^  ^t  tbe  day  on  which 
Congress  shall  conv^e,  m  gfcji  ahwnt  himself  before 
A^  ^Sm$  of  the  session,  a  deduction  shall  be  made  from 
ih6  sum  which  would  otherwise  be  allowed"  to  him,  in 
proportion  to  the  time  of  his  absence," 

And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

'*  That  in  case  any  Senator,  RepresentatiTe,  or  Dele- 
gate, shall  not  attend  in  his  place  every  day  in  which 
Congress  shall  be  in  session,  within  any  year,  deduc- 
tion diiall  be  made  of  his  annual  allowance,  propor- 
tioned to  the  time  he  shall  be  absent,  when  compared 
to  the  iHiole  time  in  wbidi  Congress  shall  be  in  ses- 
sion within  the  said  year." 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  considerable  debate^ 
chiefly  of  a  critical  nature,  in  which  Messrs.  Tay- 
lor, Dana,  C&ace,  Harper,  Dagoett,  and  Tal- 
bot, took  part.  The  motion  was  negatived,  26 
to  7,  as  follows : 

Yeas — ^Messis.  Chace,  Macon,  Rnggles,  Sanford, 
Tavlor,  Vamum,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bany,  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell,  Con- 
dit^  Daggett,  Dana,  Ghdllard,  Gbldsboroogfa,  Gore, 
Harper,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock*  Ma- 
son of  New  Hampshire,  Morrow,  Itoberts,  Talbot, 
Tait,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Turner,  Wells,  and  Wil- 
liams. 

Mr.  Wilson  observed,  that  he  would  not  detain 
the  Senate  long,  as  he  saw  they  were  impatient 
for  the  question;  but  he  felt  it  a  duty  to  the  pru- 
dent and  economical  State  which  he  in  nart  rep- 
resented, to  state  his  objections  to  the  bill  now 
before  the  Senate.  This  he  should  do  as  briefly 
as  possible. 

In  the  first  place,  he  disliked  its  retrospective 
operation,  in  going  back  more  than  a  year  to  give 
an  additional  reward  for  services  already  rendered, 
and  in  many  instances  paid  for.  This  principle 
he  thought  objectionable  in  itself,  and  dangerous 
as  a  precedent. 

The  time  at  which  the  bill  was  brought  for- 
ward, was  another  serious  objection.  Just  at  the 
close  of  a  very  expensive  war,  when  many  of 
the  internal  taxes  and  high  impost  duties  are 
yet  continued,  to  enable  the  Government  to  meet 
the  demands  upon  the  Treasury — while  numerous 
and  extensive  claims  for  articles  famished,  and 
services  rendered,  are  yet  unpaid  and  unliquida- 
ted— and  while  our  revenue  system  is  unsettled, 
and  its  productiveness  unknown — he  could  not  be- 
lieve this  to  be  the  proper  period  for  increasingsala- 
ries,  either  of  ourselves  or  others.  We  ought  at 
least  to  wait  until  those  taxes  are  repealed,  those 
claims  discharged,  and  that  revenue  ascertained, 
before  we  thought  of  augmenting*  the  compensa- 
tion of  members  of  Congress  or  officers  of  the 
Government. 

He  was  also,  Mr.  W.  said,  displeased  with  the 
mode  adopted  in  this  bill.  An  annual  salary  to 
legislators,  who  sometimes  sat  longer,  and  some- 
times shorter,  was  a  novel  principle,  and  its  efiects 
very  doubtful.  It  might  produce  an  injurious 
haste  in  the  transaction  of  business — it  might 
shorten  the  term,  or  lessen  the  frequency  of  the 
sessions  of  Congress — and,  on  the  whole,  appeared 
to  him  less  safe  than  the  per  diem  provision. 


The  amount  con  tetn plated  by  the  bill  he  deemed 
too  large.  It  would  nearly  or  quite  double  the 
allowance  which  former  Congresses  had  deemed 
sufficient,  and  under  which  present  members  had 
accepted  their  seats.  It  was  a  greater  sum  than 
many  important  officers  under  the  General  Got* 
ernment  received  for  incessant  8ervice-*«nd  more 
than  many  of  the  States  give  to  their  principal 
officers.  In  New  Jersey,  not  a  single  officer,  ex- 
cepting only  the  Governor,  received  a  salary  to 
this  amount.  The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
selected  for  their  talents,  experience  and  integrity, 
from  amongst  our  best  and  wisest  citizens,  ana 
engaged,  with  little  intermission,  during  the  whole 
year  in  their  arduous  and  important  duties,  re- 
ceived far  less  compensation  than  is  here  provided 
for  members  of  Congress,  who  are  employed  in 
public  business  less  than  half  the  year. 

The  precedent,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  regarded  as  a 
verv  pernicious  one.  Raisinj^  our  own  pay,  will 
be  but  an  entering  wedge  to  mcreasing  the  com- 
pensation of  officers  of  the  Grovemment  gene- 
rally, civil,  judicial,  military^  and  naval.  Though 
our  charity  begins  at  home,  it  will  not  be  permit- 
ted to  end  here.  This  consequence  he  should 
deprecate.  He  did  not  consider  high  salaries  con* 
sistent  with  the  principles  or  safety  of  our  Repub- 
lican institutions — inasmuch  as  they  tended  to  in* 
trodttce,  or  to  increase,  ambition,  intrigue,  and 
corruption. 

The  manner  in  which  the  bill  was  hurried 
through,  was  not,  he  said,  in  his  opinion,  less 
exceptionable  than  the  bill  itself.  In  the  other 
House  (if  he  might  be  permitted  to  allude  to  its 
course  there)  it  was  introduced  one  day,  read  and 
considered  the  next,  and  passed  the  third.  In  tha 
Senate,  postponement,  commitment,  and  amend- 
ment, are  all  refused;  and  it  is  to  be  pushed 
through,  by  main  strength,  with  a  haste  altogether 
unusual  in  cases  so  doubtful  in  their  character, 
and  so  important  in  their  consequences. 

On  the  whole,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  did  most  earn- 
estly hope,  for  these  and  other  reasons  which 
might  be  enumerated,  that  the  Senate  would  re- 
ject this  bill. 

No  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Pre- 
sident resumed  the  Chair,  and  the  bill  was  reported 
to  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Sanfobo,  to  strike  out  of 
line  9,  '*  three  thousand,"  and  of  line  11,  "  fifteen 
hundred,"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  10,  nays  23.  as  follows : 

TsAs — Masan.  Chace,  King,  Macon,  Rnggles,  San- 
ford, Taylor,  Tichenor,  Tomer,  Vamum,  and  WUson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell,  Con- 
dit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gailiard,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
Harper,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lacock,  Mason  of 
New  Hampafalre,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Talbot,  Tait, 
Thompson,  Wella,  and  Williams. 

On  the  question  Shall  ibis  bill  be  read  a  third 
time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  22,  nays  11,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Bany,  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell,  Con- 
dit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gailiard,  Gore,  Harper,  Horsey, 
Howell,  Hunter,  LaoodL,  Monow,  Roberts,  Talbot, 
Tait,  Thompson,  Tum&,  WsUs,  and  WMams. 
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Nats — Mamn.  Ghmee,  Goldtboroagliy  King,  Maoon, 
Muon  of  N«w  Hampshire,  Rnggtea,  Sanford,  Taylor, 
Tichonor,  Vamnni,  and  WUaon. 


Thobsdat,  March  14. 

Mr.  RoBBBTs  presented  the  memorial  of  Ma- 
theur  MeConneil,  and  others,  a  committee  on  be- 
half  of  the  suryiTiDg  officers  of  the  PeDosylvania 
line  of  the  Revoluiionarf  army,  praying  remane- 
ration  for  their  services,  by  which  the  independ- 
ence and  soTereiffoty  of  the  United  States  were 
achieved  and  established,  as  stated  in  the  memo- 
rial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affiiirs. 

Mr.  Habper,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  limit  the  right  of  appeal 
from  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments, which  were  read. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill,  reported  by  a  committee  of  the  Senate, 
for  the  relief  of  John  Holker.  (;Tbe  bill  is  to 
allow  him  the  amount  of  certain  loan  office 
certificates  destroyed  by  fire.]  Mr.  Robbbtb  sug- 
gested grounds  of  opposition  to  the  bill,  on  iu 
merits  and  the  importance  of  the  precedent  it 
BBight  afford  for  claims  to  an  indefinite  amount. 

Mr.  Williams  sustained  the  claim  on  its  merits 
as  deduced  from  theevidence,and  the  expediency 
of  allowing  a  claim  manifestly  just,  which  would 
have  been  allowed  without  the  intervention  of 
Congress,  but  for  a  mere  formality  which  had 
been  omitted,  dbc. 

This  bill  was  postponed  to  Monday  next,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Robbets,  after  some  conversation 
between  Messrs.  Robbbts,  Williams.  Wblls, 
Dagqett,  Talbot,  and  Habpbb — in  the  course 
of  which  no  decided  opposition  was  manifested 
by  any  gentleman  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Daogbtt  submitted  the  folio wiog  motion 
for  consideration : 

Reiohed,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  so  mndi 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
as  relates  to  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Cor- 
lency,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  an  augmentation  of  the  salaries 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Snpreme  Court  of  the  United 
SUtes. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
certain  advances  made  for  the  public  service  by 
the  city  of  New  York;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr, 
Sanfobo.  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasion,  and  to 
repeal  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  those  pur- 
poses; and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Vabnum,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  ascertain 
and  establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract 
14tli  Con.  1st  Sjbss.— 7 


reserved  for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  al- 
lowed to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
line,  on  Continental  Establishment;  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Ma  son.  of  Virginia,  the  considera- 
tion thereof  was  further  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Tuesday  next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  relating  to 
the  claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Vir- 
ginia line,  on  State  estahlishroent,  for  bounty 
lands,  was  also  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for,  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Gustavus  Loomis;"  and  it 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
not  authorizing  and  requiring  the  Secretary  of 
Slate  to  issue  letters  patent  to  Andrew  Kurtz," 
and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Robbbts,  the  further  con«* 
sideratton  thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednes- 
day next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Committee 
on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Currency, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Indiana  Territory,  praying  the  suspension  of 
prosecutions  under  the  law  laying  a  tax  on  do- 
mestic manufactures ;  and  the  memorial  of  John 
Redman  Coxe,  professor  of  chemistry  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof  respectively. 

The  bill  respecting  the  late  officers  and  crew  of 
the  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  was  taken  up.  [This 
bill  proposes  to  allow  twelve  months'  pay  to  the 
relatives  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  lost  sloop 
of  war,  and  also  authorizes  the  distribution  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars  among  the  same,  as  a  re- 
ward for  the  capture  of  the  British  sloops  of  war 
Reindeer  and  Avon.]  The  bill  was  amended, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

The  Pbbsident  communicated  a  report  of  tha 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made  \n 
obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
8d  of  March,  1815,  in  relation  to  Indian  affairs, 
and  the  report  was  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

DipAmTxxKT  ov  Wak,  March  13, 1816. 

In  obedience  to  the  resolation  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
3d  of  March,  1816, 1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the 
enclosed  documents,  which  exhibit  the  general  ex- 
penses of  the  Indian  department,  embracing  annuitiea 
and  presents ;  and  the  general  and  particular  views  of 
the  Indian  trade,  called  for  by  the  resolation. 

Nos.  1,  2  and  3,  exhibit  the  amount  of  annuities 
due  and  payable,  and  the  rams  actually  paid  to  Uie 
several  Indian  tribes  within  our  limits ;  the  presents 
made  to  them,  and  the  general  expenses  of  the  Indian 
department,  during  the  four  years  preceding  the  8d  of 
March,  1816. 

In  the  sum  exhibited  as  presents,  is  included  a  great 
quantity  of  provisions  furnished  the  friendly  tribes  du- 
ring the  war,  who,  on  account  of  their  attachment  to 
the  United  States,  were  compelled  to  abandon  theif 
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cofoniTjf  and  take  refnga  within  onr  tettlementa.  The 
aame  canae  prerented  their  engaging  in  the  chaae, 
the  principal  aource  of  their  suppiiea  in  timea  of  peace. 
The  embarraaamenta  produced  by  a  atate  of  war,  pre- 
vented the  regular  payment  of  the  moneyed  part  of 
dieir  annaitiea,  and  in  many  caaea  rendered  it  impoa- 
aible  to  discharge  that  portion  which  waa  payable  in 
merehandiae.  Thia  circumatance  preaented  a  ationg 
inducement  to  fumifh  them  liberally  with  thoae  aup- 
pliea  which  we  had  at  command,  and  which  were  eren 
more  neceaaaiy  to  them  than  the  merehandiae  which 
we  were  bound  to  furaiah.  It  ia,  however,  beliered 
tiiat  these  suppHea  have  been  swelled  to  an  unreaaon- 
ahle  amount,  by  eztenaire  impoaitiona.  which  have 
been  practised  upon  the  Ooremment,  in  the  iaane  of 
proviMons  to  them,  which  reitfden  it  neceaaary  to  dia- 
eontinue  the  practice,  or  to  devise  new  and  suitable 
chedu  to  guanl  against  their  lupetition. 

The  statements  marked  from  A  to  Z,  exhibit  the 
state  of  the  Aind  set  apart  fbr  Indian  trade,  during  the 
toox  years  preceding  the  3  let  of  March,  1816.    It  ap- 
pears from  theae  statements,  that  from  the  cammence- 
Bient  of  ^e  trade,  to  the  3  let  December,  1809,  a  lose 
of  $44,588  86  had  been  incurred,  and  that  during  the 
period  designated  in  the  resolution,  the  sum  of  $16,906 
46  had  been  gained,  notwithstanding  the  loas  of  1(43,- 
869  61  from  the  capture  of  several  of  the  trading  posts 
by  the  enemy,  during  the  war.  These  two  itema,  form* 
ing  the  aggregate  eom  of  $59,276  06,  may  be  con- 
aidered  as  the  commercial  profit  of  the  establiahment, 
during  that  period,  which  would  give  an  annual  profit 
of  nearly  $16,000.    But  the  annual  expenses  paid  out 
of  the  Treasury,  in  support  of  the  establishment,  ex- 
ceed $20,000,  which  presents  a  specific  loss  of  more 
than  $6,000  annually.    The  difierence  in  the  result  of 
the  management  of  this  fund  antecedent  to  the  31st  of 
December,  1809,  firom  that  which  is  exhibited  in  these 
statements,  during  the  fbur  years  preceding  the  31st 
March,  1816,  is  no  doubt,  in  great  degree,  the  effect  of 
the  experience  acquired  by  the  prosecution  of  the  trade. 
It  is  inobable,  that  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  nature  of  the  commerce,  a  more  skilful  selection 
of  the  goods,  and  of  the  agents  employed  in  vending 
them,  and  a  considerable  increase  of  the  capital  in- 
vested in  it,  will  in  a  short  time  produce  a  small  and 
gradually  increasing  profit,  after  defraying  all  the  ex- 
penses incident  to  the  establishment,  which  are  now 
payable  out  of  the  public  Treasury.    Under  the  most 
skilful  management,  the  profits  cannot  be  an  induce* 
ment  for  continuing  the  system  now  in  operation. 
That  inducement,  if  it  exists  at  all,  must  be  mund  in 
the  influence  which  it  gives  the  Government  over  the 
Indian  tribes  within  our  limits,  by  administering  to 
their  wants,  increasing  their  conforts,  and  promoting 
their  happiness.    The  most  obvious  efiect  of  that  in- 
fluence, is  the  preservation  of  peace  with  them,  and 
among  themselves.    The  exclusion  of  all  intercourse 
between  them  and  the  whites,  except  those  who  have 
the  permission  of  the  Government,  and  over  whose 
conduct  a  direct  control  is  exercised,  has  insensibly 
contributed  to  this  desirable  object. 

The  amelioration  in  their  condition,  desired  b^  the 
Government,  has  continued  to  advance,  but  in  so  slight 
«  degree  as  to  be  perceptible  only  after  a  lapse  of  years. 
If  the  civilization  of  the  Indian  tribes  is  considered 
an  object  of  primary  importance,  and  superior  to  that 
of  rapidly  extinguishing  their  titlss,  and  settling  their 
landa  by  the  whites,  the  expediency  of  continuing  the 
system  now  in  operation,  under  such  modificatiMis  as 


iiave  been  auggeatad  by  the  experienee  alveady  ac- 
quired, appeara  to  be  manifeat.  The  saeeees  of  aneh 
an  experiment  requirea  the  exercke  of  all  the  inflnanoe 
which  the  annual  distribution  of  annuities  and  pr^ 
aenta,  aided  by  that  which  must  flow  from  a  judicmna 
supply  of  all  their  wants^  in  exehange  for  those  arti- 
cles which  the  chaser  and  the  incieasing  anrplaa  of 
their  stock  of  domestic  animals,  will  enride  them  to 
procure.  This  influence,  skilfully  directed  for  a  senea 
of  years,  cannot  fail  to  introduce  among  them  distinct 
ideas  of  separate  property.  These  ideas  must  neces- 
sarily precede  any  considerable  advancement  in  the 
arts  of  civilization,  and  pre-euppose  the  institution  of 
laws  to  aecure  the  owner  in  the  enjoyment  of  this  in- 
dividual property ;  because,  no  man  will  exert  himaelf 
to  procure  the  comforts  of  life,  unless  his  ri|^t  to  en- 
joy them  Is  exchisive. 

The  idea  of  asperate  property  in  things  personal* 
universally  precedes  the  same  Idea  in  relation  to  lands* 
Hits  results  no  less  from  the  intrinsic  difierence  be- 
tween the  two  kinds  of  property,  than  from  the  differ-  . 
ent  effects  produced  by  human  industry  and  ingenuity ' 
exerted  upon  them.  The  facility  of  removing  personal 
property  from  place  to  place,  according  to  Sie  will  or 
convenience  of  ^e  owner,  givea  to  this  species  of  prop- 
erty, in  the  estimation  of  the  huntsman,  a  value  supe- 
rior to  property  in  landa,  vrhich  hia  wanta,  aa  wall  as 
Ids  hobita,  compel  him  annually  to  deaert  for  a  eeasid- 
erable  portion  of  the  year.  To  snoeeed  perfectly  in 
the  attempt  to  civiliae  the  aboriginea  of  this  country, 
the  Government  ought  to  direct  their  attention  to  the 
improvement  «f  their  habitationa>  and  the  multiplication 
of  distinct  settlements.  As  an  inducement  to  thia  end, 
the  diflerent  agents  should  be  instructed  to  give  them 
assurances,  that  in  any  treaty  for  the  purchaae  of  lands 
from  their  respective  tribes,  one  mile  square,  including 
every  separate  settlement,  should  be  reserved  to  the 
settler,  which  should  become  a  fee  simple  estate,  after 
the  expiration  of  a  certain  number  of  years  of  actual 
residence  upon,  and  cultivation  of  it.  Perhaps  an  ad- 
ditional reaervation  of  a  quarter  or  half  section  of  land 
to  each  member  of  such  family,  would  add  to  the  in- 
ducements, not  only  to  make  auch  separate  settle- 
ments, but  to  the  raising  of  a  family.  If  measures  of 
^a  kind  were  adopted  by  the  Qovenmumt,  and  alaad- 
ily  pursued  for  a  series  of  years,  while,  at  the  aune 
time,  a  apirit4>f  liberality  was  exhibiled  in  the  oem- 
raerce  which  we  cany  on  with  thein,8Ucoeas,  the  meat 
complete,  might  be  confident^  expected.  But  «obi- 
merce  with  our  Indian  neighboiPf  proascutedoaly  upon 
a  contracted  scale,  and  upon  the  principles  of  eommvt' 
cial  profit,  would  tend  not  only  to  diminish  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Government  with  them,  but  would  not  foil 
entirely  to  alienate  their  affection  from  it  A  period 
has  arrived  when  the  trade  most  be  greatly  extended, 
or  entirely  abandoned  to  individual  enterprise.  To  j 
reserve  the  trade  in  the  hands  of  the  Government 
whilst  the  wants  of  the  Indians  are  but  partly  supplied, 
would  be  to  make  them  fSBcl  its  influence  only  in  their 
privations  and  wretchedness. 

The  right  of  the  British  Nortiiwest  Company  to  par- 
ticipate in  this  trade,  independent  of  the  will  of  the 
Government,  u  now  at  an  end.  The  settlements  of 
the  lands  ceded  by  the  Creeks,  in  I8l4«  will  ezdude 
the  Southern  tribes  from  all  intercourse  with  the  Span- 
ish ports  in  the  Gulf  of  Florida.  The  preservation  of 
peace  with  those  tribes,  aa  well  as  the  execution  of  the 
plans  which  may  bo  devised  for  their  civilisation,  require 
that  this  interoonise  should  not  be  lenewed.    The  great 
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^Ustane^  of  some  of  the  tribef  in  the  Northwest  Terri- 
toiy,  and  in  tiie  northern  regions  of  Louisiatta,  from 
the  eettled  psTts  of  the  United  SUtes,  will  prohahlj 
make  it  neeewaiy  to  permit  the  British  merchant,  from 
Canada,  to  partieipate  in  the  eommeice  of  these  tribes, 
luitil  more  aoenrate  inibrmation  is  obtained  as  to  Uieir 
■itnation  and  numben,  their  wants,  and  their  capacity 
to  paj  lor  articles  of  the  first  necessity.  As  tUs 
knowledge  is  gradaally  acquired,  and  the  modoof  oon- 
docting  the  trade  better  ondentood,  the  exclusion  of 
foreigners  from  all  participation  in  it  may  be  safely 
eflfod^ed.  If  the  trade  is  to  be  continned  in  the  huuids  of 
the  GoTernment,  the  capital  onght  to  be  increased  to 

/  9500,000.  The  exdosion  from  all  commercial  inter- 
course with  the  ports  in  the  Golf  of  Florida,  and  the 
necessity  of  extending  our  trading  establishments  fur- 
ther to  the  West  and  the  North,  with  a  view  to  the 
ultimate  exdnsion  of  foreign  participation  in  it,  forcibly 
suggest  the  propriety  of  such  an  increase.  This  cap- 
ital will  probably  be  found  greatly  below  what  is  neces- 
sary to  supply  the  wants  of  the  various  tribes  within 

/  ourlimite.  The  deficiem^,  it  is  believed,  will  be  sup- 
plied b^  the  Northwest  Company,  and  by  individual 
enterprise.  At  preeent,  the  Qovemors  of  our  Territo- 
ries are  compelled  to  give  licenses  to  trade  with  the 
Indians,  to  every  person  who  ean  give  security.    The 

r  power  of  rejecting  the  appiication,  on  account  of  the 

;  character  of  the  s|^lioant,  appears  to  be  necessary.  If 
the  licensed  traders  were  oompelled  to  take  an  oath  to 
observe  the  laws  regulating  Indian  trade,  it  might  aid 
in  correcting  the  abuses,  especially  in  vending  spiri- 
tuous liquors,  which  have  too  generally  been  practised 
by  them.  It  is  deemed  expedient  tt  establish  a  depot 
of  merchandiM  at  St.  Lewis,  or  its  vicinity,  under  the 
direction  of  a  deputy  superintendent,  who  should  have 
power,  in  addition  to  supplying  the  regular  and  estab- 
lished trading  houses,  to  deliver  to  persons  of  good 
moral  character,  who  should  be  able  to  give  security, 
any  quantity  of  goodM  not  exceeding  $10,000,  for 
"wldch  peltries,  and  other  articles  of  Indian  commerce, 
should  be  received  in  payment  at  a  £Ur  price  and  at 
fixed  periods;  or,  that  they  should  bo  sold  by  the  Su- 
perintendent, on  account  of  the  purchaser.  In  the 
latter  case,  a  premium,  equal  to  the  use  and  the  risk 
«f  the  capital,  should  be  added  to  tibe  price  of  the  goods. 
This,  as  well  as  several  other  important  ideas,  are 
more  folly  developed  in  the  communication  of  Governor 
Bdyvards,  and  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade, 
which  are  herewith  communicated,  marked  R.  and  Z.  Z* 
In  compliance  with  that  part  of  the  resolution  wUch 
requires  my  opinion  of  the  expediency  of  vesting  the 
general  management  of  Indian  affairs  in  a  separate 
and  independent  department,  I  have  the  honor  to  state, 
that  an  arrangement  of  that  nature  appears  to  me  to 
be  highly  proper,  if  the  commerce  of  those  nations  is 
to  be  retained  in  the  hands  of  the  Crovernment.  Xhe 
only  rational  principle  upon  which  it  is  considered  ne- 
cessary to  place  the  Indian  trade  under  the  control  of 
the  War  Department,  is  the  necessity  of  relying  upon 
it  for  the  small  military  force  which  has  hitherto  been 
stationed  at  the  difierent  trading  posts  which  have 
been  established.  This  countenance  and  support  could 
be  given  to  the  department  to  which  it  might  be  con- 
fided, with  the  same  facility  as  if  it  still  remained  sub- 
ordinate to  the  Department  of  War.  The  accounts  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade  are  now  returned 
to  the  Treasury  Department,  to  which,  so  far,  the  Su- 
perintendent is  accountable.  The  accounts  of  the  agents 
of  the  Government  for  the  several  tribes  in  amity  with 
us,  are  still  returned,  and  settled  in  the  War  Depart- 


ment. From  the  payment  of  annuities  to  the  varbos 
Indian  tribes  within  the  United  States,  a  new  species 
of  jurisprudence  has  sprung  up,  wMdi  operates  as  a 
heavy  tax  upon  the  time  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

All  losses  of  property  by  American  citixens,  from  the 
robberies,  thefts,  and  depredations  of  those  tribes,  are 
to  be  remunerated  out  of  the  annuities  payable  to  them. 
The  evidence  in  all  these  oases  is  extra-judicial,  and 
requires  the  examination  and  approbation  of  the  Secre- 
tary before  remuneration  can  be  made.  The  presento 
which  are  made  to  them,  the  allowances  to  artificeia 
settled  among  them  by  the  Government,  in  ikct,  eveiy 
dirt>ursement  of  money  connected  with  the  Indian  d^ 
partments,  except  in  the  prosecution  of  trade  with 
them,  has  to  receive  the  ^^cial  sanction  of  the  Head 
of  this  Department.  The  duties  incumbent  on  this 
officer,  resulting  from  the  control  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, are  so  multifarious,  so  impossible  to  be  reduced 
within  general  regulations,  that  a  considerable  portion 
of  his  time  is  necessarily  devoted  to  them. 

The  oiganiaation  of  the  accountant's  office  is  auch 
as  to  render  it  impoesible  for  that  officer,  by  any  human 
exertion,  promptly  to  despatch  the  business  which  has 
been  accumulating  from  year  to  year,  until  the  mass 
has  become  so  imposing  as  to  render  the  legislative  aid 
indispensd)!^  necessary  to  correct  the  evil. 

The  creation  of  a  sepaiate  and  independent  depart- 
ment, to  which  all  the  Indian  accounte,  including  those 
which  are  still  settled  in  the  accountant's  office,  wiU 
not  supersede  the  necessity  of  modifications  in  the  or- 
ganixation  of  that  office.  The  changes  which  an 
deemed  necessary  to  insure  the  prompt  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  the  War  Department,  are  renectfuHy 
submitted  to  the  Senate,  in  paper  marked  A  Z. 

If  a  new  department  be  formed,  much  of  the  miscel- 
laneuus  duties  now  belonging  to  the  Department  of 
State  onght  to  be  tranaforred  to  it.  The  changes  which 
ought  to  be  made,  in  this  regnd,  will  obtrude  them- 
selves upon  the  attention  of  the  Sentte  whenever  the 
subject  shall  be  considered. 

It  is  believed  that,  at  the  present  moment,  no  plan 
Oan  be  devised  for  carrying  on  the  Indian  trade  that 
will  be  equally  advantageous  to  tiie  Indians,  although 
it  may  be  more  economical  to  the  public.  This  opin- 
ion is  founded,  in  a  considerable  degree,  upon  the  fact 
that  those  who  have  a  competent  knowledge  of  the 
manner  in  which  this  trade  must  be  prosecuted,  to  be 
successful,  are  destitute  of  the  capital  necessary  for  the 
prosecution  to  the  extent  demanded  by  the  wante  of 
the  Indians.  The  capital  of  those  parte  of  the  Union 
where  those  persons  are  to  be  found,  is  not  sufficient 
for  the  purposes  of  commerce  among  themselves.  It  is 
exposed  to  no  risks,  and  the  profit  is  great;  conse- 
quently, it  will  not  be  employed  in  commerce  with  the 
Indians.  The  riiks  to  which  capital  will  be  subject, 
when  placed  in  the  hands  of.these  enterprising  traders, 
•as  well  from  their  casual  want  of  integrity  as  from  the 
robberies  and  thefts  of  the  Indians,  will  prevent  the 
capitaliste  of  the  commercial  cities  from  supplying  them 
with  the  means  of  engaging  in  this  commerce.  The 
proposition  to  establish  a  depot  at  some  point  about  the 
month  of  Missouri,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  those 
who  vrilt  be  able  to  give  sufficient  securi^  with  sudi 
an  amount  of  goods  as  will  enable  them  to  prosecute 
the  trade  to  advantage,  will,  in  a  ssries  of  years,  pro- 
duce a  number  of  persons  skilled  in  the  manner  of 
carrying  it  on  successfully,  and  create  a  capital  in  their 
huids,  which  will  be  probably  continued  in  that  chan- 
nel, and  eventually  justify  the  Government  in  leaving 
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it  under  judidoiu  regidatioiif ,  which  ezperienee  will 
not  fail  to  laggest,  entirely  to  individaal  enteipriee. 

Thete  views  are  sabetantiallj  fonnded  upon  the  oon- 
▼iction»  that  it  is  the  true  policy  and  eameat  deaire  of 
the  OoTemment  to  draw  ita  savage  neighbors  within 
the  pale  of  civiliiation.  If  I  am  mistaken  in  this  point — 
if  the  primary  object  of  the  Qovemment  is  to  extinguish 
the  Indian  title,  and  settle  their  lands  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  then  commerce  with  them  ought  to  be  entirely 
abandoned  to  individual  enterprise,  and  without  regu- 
lation. The  result  would  be  continual  warfare,  at- 
tended by  the  extermination  or  expulsion  of  the  abori- 
^  ginal  inhabitants  of  the  oountiy  to  more  distant  and 
less  hospitable  regions.  The  correctness  of  this  policy 
cannot,  for  a  moment,  be  admitted.  The  utter  extinc- 
tion of  the  Indian  race  must  be  abhorrent  to  the  feel- 
ings of  an  enlightened  and  benevolent  nation.  The 
idea  is  directly  opposed  to  evexy  act  of  the  Government, 
from  the  declaration  of  independence  to  the  present 
day.  If  the  system  already  devised  has  not  produced 
all  the  e£focts  which  were  expected  from  it,  new  ex- 
periments ought  to  be  made.  When  every  efibrt  to 
utroduce  among  them  ideas  of  separate  property,  as 
well  in  things  real  as  personal,  shall  fail,  let  intermar- 
riages between  them  and  the  whites  be  encouraged  by 
the  Government  This  cannot  fiul  to  preserve  the  race, 
with  the  modifications  necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of 
dvil  liberty  and  social  happiness.  It  is  believed,  that 
the  principles  of  humanity,  in  this  instance,  are  in 
harmonious  concert  vrith  the  t^ie  interests  of  the  na- 
tion. It  will  redound  more  to  the  national  honor  to 
incorporate,  by  a  humane  and  benevolent  policy,  the 
natives  of  our  forests  in  the  great  American  family  of 
freemen,  than  to  receive,  with  open  arms,  the  fugitives 
of  the  old  world,  whether  their  flight  has  been  the  eflfect 
of  their  crimes  or  their  virtues. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbe. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  Job*  Gaiixard* 
Praidemt  pro  tern,  of  the  Senaie. 

THE  COMPENSATION  BILL. 

The  bill  to  change  (he  mode  of  compeo&ation 
of  the  Senators,  Represeoiatives,  and  Delegates 
in  Congress,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virj|;iaia,  said,  he  was  e?er  re- 
Ivctant  to  differ  in  opinion  from  the  majority  of 
the  Senate — for  such  a  difference  of  opinion  seU 
dom  failed  to  impress  him  with  doubts  of  the  eor- 
reetoess  of  that  whfch  he  entertained.  But  on 
this  occasion  he  was  compelled  to  oppose  the 
measure  under  consideration.  He  regretted  that 
he  was  not  in  his  place  to  have  stated  hfs  objec- 
tion to  this  bill  at  an  earlier  stage  of  its  progress, 
for  he  was  aware  that,  to  oppose  it  at  this  time^ 
when  the  sense  of  the  Senate  had  been  fully  as- 
certained and  ezpressecl — when  its  fate  was  (oal\ 
appearance  determined  and  known,  and  when  no 
opposition  to  it  could  be  availiDg,  would  expose 
him  to  the  imputation  of  vanity  or  affectation,  or 
perhaps  to  the  suspicion  of  unworthy  motives. 
But  this  consideration  should  not  deter  him  from 
the  discharge  of  his  duty.  He  felt  conscious  of 
the  rectitude  and  purity  of  his  motives,  and  he 
believed  other  gentlemen  to  be  actuated  by  similar 
motives. 

He  would  prefer  several  modifications  of  the 
-|)ill,  but  he  had  only  one  insuperable  objection  to 


it,  which  was  that  it  was  retrospective,  and  im* 
mediate  in  its  operation.  He  considered  it  im- 
proper or  indelicate  (without  meaning  the  least 
reflection  upon  any  ffentleman  who  advocated  it) 
to  vote  money  out  of  the  Trellsory  into  our  own 
pockets.  For  all  useful  poblie  purposes  he  was 
wiUtDff  to  impose  taxes,  and  to  vote  money  as 
liberalTjr  aa  any  gentleman.  But  he  considered 
the  object  of  this  bill  to  be  of  too  mixed  and 
doubtful  a  character  to  exempt  its  advocates  en- 
tirely from  the  suspicion  of  interested  and  selfish 
motives.  He  was  very  far  from  imputing  such 
motives  to  them.  But  it  was  net  enough  to  do 
right.  The  Representatives  of  the  people  should 
so  conduct  themselves  as  to  be  above  the  suspi* 
cion  of  unworthy  motives.  He  was  no  Jacobiu, 
and  he  would  never  act  or  speak  with  a  single 
eye  to  popular  ai)probation  and  favor.  But  be 
respected  the  opinion  of  the  people,  as  every  pub* 
lie  agent  should  do ;  and  although  he  would  not 
do  wrong  to  obtain  their  good  opinion,  yet  he 
would  always  act  as  far  as  he  could,  consistentlj 
with  his  duty,  in  such  a  way  as  to  meet  their 
approbation.  For,  in  a  (sovernment  like  ours, 
particularly,  it  was  in  vain  to  pretend  to  despise 
or  disregard  public  opinion.  It  was  not  only  the 
tenure  by  which  we  held  our  places,  but  it  was 
the  basis  of  the  Oovernment  itself.  Take  from 
the  Qovemment  that  support,  and  what  was  now 
order  and  beauty  would  become  despotism,  or 
anarchy  and  chaos.  He  should,  therefore,  al- 
ways respect  tfcre  opinion  of  the  people,  and  en* 
deavor  to  obtain  their  approbation,  as  far  as  he 
could  without  a  sacrifice  of  public  duty.  He 
admitted  that  the  compensation  of  the  members 
ought  to  be  increased.  He  thought  it  ought  to 
bear  the  same  proportion  to  the  expenses  to  which 
members  are  now  exposed  that  it  did  to  their  ex- 
penses when  the  law  fixing  the  present  rate  of 
compensation  passed ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that 
the  people  would  approve  such  an  increase,  for 
he  had  great  confidence  in  their  liberalitv  and 
good  sense.  But  he  could  not  vote  for  the  Dili  to 
take  effect  immediately.  He  would  move  to 
amend  it,  so  as  to  postpone  its  operation  until  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  the  present  Congress ; 
but  he  understood  that  such  a  motion  had  al- 
ready been  made,  and  rejected.  And,  as  be  could 
not  obtain  that  modification  of  the  bill,  he  was 
compelled  to  vote  against  it  all  together. 

Mr.  Cbacb  also  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
on  the  grounds  already  taken  a^amst  it.  He 
could  not  consent  to  legislate  in  this  manner.  No 
person,  he  believed,  had  yet  computed  that  the 
compenpation  hereafter  to  be  given  to  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  would  be  less  than  ten  dollars 
per  day,  while  Mr.  C.  computed  that  it  would 
amount  at  a  fair  average  estimate  to  seventeen 
dollars  and  a  half  per  day,  for  each  day  they  at- 
tended. This  Government  had  been  many  years 
in  operation,  and  it  was  not  till  very  lately  that 
complaints  bad  been  made  thai  the  compensation 
of  the  members  was  insuflieient.  This,  he  said, 
was  an  unfortunate  time  for  the  discovery,  while 
the  public  debt  was  unliquidated,  millions  of  pub- 
lic accounts  yet  unsettled,  many  of  the  patriot 
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soldiers 'yet  anpatd,  aod  taxes  continued — was 
tfais  the  proper  time  to  increase  the  pay  of  the 
members  to  so  eztrava^^ant  a  height?  Mr.  C. 
was  of  the  opinion  that  compensation  of  mem- 
bers ought  to  he  increased,  bat  it  ought  to  be  done 
with  prudence  and  with  reference  to  the  justice 
of  the  case,  &c.  The  passage  of  such  a  oill  as 
this  would  be  justlv  disapproved  by  the  people. 
Mr.  C.  also  objected  to  the  bill  because  defective 
in  its  details.  That  the  subject  might  be  ma- 
turely considered,  he  moved  to  postpone  the  bill 
to  Monday. 

Mr.  Harper  opposed  the  postponement,  be- 
cause  it  was  not  alleged  that  inrormation  was 
desired,  or  that  the  details  of  the  bill  were  such 
as  required  a  long  examination  to  understand  it. 
The  subject  of  the  bill  was  as  well  understood  as 
it  could  be  by  a  postponement  of  any  length. 

Mr.  Da<na  also  opposed  the  postponement.  The 
only  argument  against  it,  be  believed,  was,  that 
the  passage  of  the  bill  would  be  unsatisfactory  to 
the  people.  If  the  bill  was  proper  in  itself,  and 
there  was  anything  in  this  terror  of  the  popular 
disapprobation,  it  was  a  strong  reason  why  they 
should  not  pause  so  long  as  was  proposed ;  for, 
if  once  seized  with  a  panic  on  this  question,  the 
terror  might  perhaps  by  delay  become  extreme. 
If  this  bill  were  justly  dissatisfactory  to  the  peo- 
ple, he  said,  it  might  be  a  reason  to  pause ;  out. 
for  his  part,  he  should  not  like  to  return  and  tell 
his  constituents  that  he  was  afraid  to  vote  for  this 
bill,  lest  it  should  be  dissatisfactory  to  them.  His 
constituents,  he  said,  were  not  opulent,  nor  yet 
afflicted  by  poverty;  they  lived  at  less  expense 
than  ffentlemen  could  here  ;  but.  he  said,  he  should 
manifest  no  respect  for  their  discernment,  if  he 
were  to  suppose  they  could  not  see  why  members 
incurred  greater  expenses  here  than  were  neces- 
sar^r  at  home.  He  should  show  little  respect  for 
Iheir  disposition,  if  he  supposed  that  they  wished 
that  the  men  whom  they  chose  to  represent  them 
here  should  degrade  themselves  in  order  to  live 
upon  the  compensation  allowed,  or  should  sacri- 
fice their  private  property  in  serving  the  public. 
It  might  be  expected  of  the  public  agents  to  make 
aaerinces  in  times  of  great  emergency  and  national 
difficulty ',  but  it  would  be  idle,  in  ordinary  times, 
to  call  on  public  men  to  be  patriotic  to  their  own 
loss  and  injury.  Although,  he  said,  the  people 
of  the  State  which  he  represented  were  not  as 
wealthy  as  they  were  in  some  other  parts  of  the 
country,  he  trusted  they  were  not  afflicted  with 
that  poorness  of  spirit  that  they  would  deny  their 
Representatives  a  due  compensation  for  their  ser- 
vices. He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  the 
proposed  rate  of  compensation  was  not  loo  much 
for  any  man  who  was  fit  to  represent  the  people 
and  State  whom  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent;  and,  however  delicate  the  inquiry^  he 
would  not  enter  into  a  contest  with  his  constitu- 
ents about  the  correctness  of  their  selection  in  send- 
ing htm  here.  On  the  whole,  he  said,  he  con- 
cluded that  it  was  not  only  proper  to  increase  the 
compensation  of  the  members,  but,  being  proper, 
that  it  would  be  popular  to  vote  for  the  hill.  In 
regard  to  Mr.  Mason's  objection  that  the  com- 


pensation was  to  take  place  immediately,  he  said 
It  would  forever  exist  in  regard  to  this  body. some 
of  whom  must,  whenever  a  question  of  coange 
of  compensation  is  agitated,  vote  on  a  question 
affecting  their  own  emoluments.  But,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  show,  this  was  a  (question  on  which  the 
people  had  themselves  decided.  The  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  when  first  submitted  to 
the  people,  contained  an  article  providing  that  no 
law  varying  the  compensation  of  the  members  of 
Congress  should  take  eflect  until  an  election  should 
intervene;  thus  presenting  the  question  now  raised 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  relation  to 
this  bill.  This  question  was  thus  presented  in 
solemn  form  to  the  people.  They  did  not  accept 
the  article,  said  Mr.  D.  It  is  therefore  decided  by 
the  people,  that  the  Congress  may  correctly  in* 
crease  tne  compensation  of  its  members  during 
the  time  for  which  they  are  elected,  ^. 

Mr.  Mason  said,  in  reply  to  one  of  Mr.  Dana's 
observations,  that  ne  wished  to  put  off  the  opera- 
tion  of  this  bill  to  the  5th  day  of  March  next, 
when  at  least  a  part  of  the  Senate  and  the  whole 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  would  have  re* 
turned  to  the  people,  and  would  not,  without  re- 
election, derive  any  benefit  from  the  bill,  &e.  As 
for  those  of  the  Senate  who  will  remain  in  office 
beyond  the  4th  of  March  next,  he  suggested  that 
those  who  chose  might  avoid  voting  on  the  ques- 
tion, under  the  rule  which  authorizes  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  to  be  excused  from  voting  on  a 
question  in  which  he  is  personally  interested,  4tc. 

Mr.  Chacb  complained  that  his  arguments  on 
this  subject  had  not  been  fairly  met  and  answer- 
ed, but  that  gentlemen  had  flown  off  to  incidental 
or  irrelevant  points,  ^.  The  sentleman  from 
Connecticut  had  intimated  that  me  people  of  his 
State  were  high-minded  men;  Mr.  C.  said  they 
were  also  a  people  of  steady  habits;  and  he  asked 
whether  the^  would  have  ever  consented  to  give 
to  their  public  officers  a  compensation  at  the  rate 
of  seventeen  and  a  half  dollars  per  day? — ^at  a 
rate  of  salary  which,  during  the  time  of  their 
actual  service,  would  exceed  that  of  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States — which  he  computed 
thus:  Congress  would  meet  on  the  first  Monday 
in  December  next,  and  tarry  until  the  4th  day  of 
March.  The  utmost  term  of  that  session  would 
be  three  months,  and  it  might  be  less.  The  com- 
pensation for  that  year  would  then  exceed  seven- 
teen dollars  per  day.  Would  the  people  relish 
this  ?  he  asked ;  for,  he  added,  when  we  legislate 
in  our  own  behalf,  we  ought  to  have  due  refer- 
ence to  the  opinion  of  the  people^  as  far  as  con- 
nected with  tne  principles  of  justice  and  reason. 
He  had  no  objection  to  making  the  compensation 
somewhat  greater,  but  he  wished  it  to  be  clearly 
defined,  ana  not  larger,  relatively,  than  the  pres- 
ent compensation  was  when  first  fixed.  On  this 
bill,  if  it  passed,  he  further  said,  would  be  founded 
demands  for  an  increase  of  compensation  from 
every  person  in  public  office  within  the  United 
States — from  every  clerk,  &c.,  at  the  Seat  of 
Government.  In  this  and  other  views  he  regarded 
the  bill,  in  its  present  shape,  highly  inexpedient. 

Mr.  RosiRTS  rose  to  detend  his  vote  from  the 
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arsumenls  of  those  opposed  to  the  bill.    He  was 
duly  sensible,  he  hoped,  of  ihe  situation  in  which 
members  of  this  House  stood  in  relation  to  pub- 
lic opinion;  but  he  knew  not,  on  this  subject, 
what  public  opinion  was.    This  question  was 
presented  to  him  for  decision  without  that  light. 
There  had  been  a  feeling  generally  prevalent,  as 
far  as  his  information  extended,  that  the  present 
compensation  of  the  members  was  not  sufficient. 
It  had  been  his  conriction  that  it  was  better  not 
to  agitate  this  question  at  the  present  time;  but 
the  proposition  had  originated  in  the  other  House, 
which  was  at  least  as  responsible  to  public  opinion 
as  this;  and,  beliering  it  not  objectionable  in 
principle,  he  feit  it  his  duty  to  vote  for  it.    If  it 
were  an.  unpopular  act,  he  said,  its  weight  would 
fall  on  the  shoulders  of  those  who  voted  for  it — 
it  might  occasion  their  removal  from  the  public 
councils,  by  which  it  might  be  that  the  public 
interest  might  be  promoted:  if  so,  be  was  willing 
to  make  the  sacrifice.    The  proposed  amount  of 
compensation  was  perhaps  too  large;  with  the 
ideas  of  this  subject  arising  from  bis  humble  situ- 
ation in  life,  had  he  h^d  the  direetion  of  this  ques- 
tion, he  should  not  perhaps  have  fixed  it  so  high ; 
hut,  he  considered  tne  two  Houses,  on  this  ques- 
tion, like  a  jury  much  divided  on  the  subject  be- 
fore them,  but  obliged  to  decide  upon  something. 
On  the  ground  of  abstract  right,  nowever,  with- 
out regard  to  the  House  of  representatives,  he 
considered  it  expedient  to  pass  the  bill :  it  mij^ht 
he  improved  perhaps  in  detail,  but  the  principle 
he  considered  as  correct*    Wbaterer  appealed  to 
the  honorable  feelings  of  the  members  of  Con- 
gress could  not  fail  of  exciting  them  to  a  more 
earnest  discbarse  of  their  duty,  than  a  rule  of 
compensation  which  pays  them  for  each  day  they 
attend  the  public  service.    As  to  the  plea  of  the 
extravaffance  of  the  proposed  compensation,  he 
denied  the  fairness  of  the  view  in  which  it  had 
been  presented,  as  well  as  the  correctness  of  the 
computation  as  to  the  length  of  the  sessions. 
But  not  only  the  mere  time  of  attendance  in  this 
House  ought  to  be  taken  into  view,  but  the  inter- 
ference of  the  duties  of  the  station  with  their  do- 
mestic occupations  and  arrangements.    Mr.  R. 
said  he  should  contradict  the  character  his  habits 
and  mode  of  life  had  given  him,  if  he  were  to  be- 
come an  adrocate  for  extravagance ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  did  not,  nor  did  the  people,  desire 
to  see  members  living  here  in  a  state  or  privation 
and  suffering.    If  his  views  of  this  subject  should 
be  disapproved  by  the  people,  he  was  willing  to 
retire  from  their  service,  &c. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  postponement, 
and  negatived. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  re- 
commit the  bill  with  a  view  to  amend  it. — ^Nega- 
tived, yeas  9. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  21, 
nays  11,  as  follows: 

y  BAS — Messrs.  Bany,  Bibb,  Brown»  Campbell,  Con- 
dit,  Dsggett,  Dana,  GsiUsrd,  Harper,  Horsev,  Howell, 
Hunter,Lacock,  Morrow, Roberts,  Talbot,  Tait,Thomp- 
woDf  Turner,  Wells,  and  Williams. 


Nats — Messrs.  Chace,  King,  Maoon,  Mason  of  New 
Hampebiie,  Mason  of  Virgima,  Rnggles,  Sanford^ 
Taylor,  Tichenor,  Yamnm,  and  Wilson. 

The  question  being  then  on  the  title  of  the  bill, 
to  change  the  mode  of  compensation  of  the  mem- 
bers, dbc., 

Mr.  Vabhum  suggested  that  the  title  of  the. 
bill  would  be  advantageously  amended  by  making 
it  '*a  bill  to  double  the  compensation,"  dbc. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  if  the  gentleman  desired  to 
move  the  amendment,  that  it  was  a  legal  opinion 
that  the  title  of  an  act  need  not  necessarily  cor- 
respond with  its  contents. 

No  amendment  being  moved  to  the  title,  it 
agreed  to. 


Frioat,  March  15. 

Mr.  RoBEBTS  presented  the  petition  of  Ferdi- 
nando  Fairfax,  of  the  City  of  Washington,  in 
behalf  of  himself  and  others^  praying  the  re* 
newal  or  extension  of  certain  patents  granted 
to  William  Thornton,  for  inventions  in  and  ap* 
pltcable  to  steam  navigation,  for  reasons  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the 
11th  instant,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  children  of  Robert  Fulton,  deceased ;  to  con* 
aider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  motioa 
for  consideration : 

Ruohtd^  That  the  report  of  the  SecreUiy  at  War 
of  the  7th  instant,  made  in  compliance  with  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate,  of  the  30th  of  Janoaiy  last,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Ai&ini»  with  in- 
structions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  anUior- 
izing,  by  law,  the  filling  up  and  preserving  complete, 
by  enlistment,  the  MiUtair  Peace  Establishment  of 
the  United  States,  as  now  fixed  by  law. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  limit  the 
riffht  of  appeal  from  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee, and  haTing  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ments, the  Pbesident  reported  it  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly, and  on  the  question^  *' Shall  this  bill 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?"  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  dividing  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial  districts  ; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Robebtb,  the  considera- 
tion thereof  was  further  postponed  to  Tuesday 
next. 

The  bill  entitled,  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gus- 
tavus  Lfoomis,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represenutives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  bill  was  read  the 
second  timCi  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
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to  the  Committee  on  Ftnaooe  and  an  Uniform 
National  Currency. 

Mr.  Bbown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  btli  further  extending  the  time  for 
issuing  and  locating  military  land  warrants,  and 
for  other  purposes,  reported  it  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
the  District  of  Columbia;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Roberts,  the  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  Thursday  next. 

THE  JUDICIAKY. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  following  resolution,  submitted  yes* 
terday  by  Mr.  Daggstt,  viz : 

Resohedf  Thai  a  committae  be  a]^iated  to  inqniM 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  lor  an  aag- 
nantatian  of  the  sajaxitts  of  the  Judi^  of  the  Svpreme 
Conn  of  the  United  States. 

On  this  subjeat  there  was  some  discussion  at  to 
the  proper  mode  of  procedure ;  in  which  Mesais* 
Roberts,  Daoobtt.  Talbot,  Mason,  of  New 
Hampshire,  Bibb,  Lacock,  and  Bhown,  took 
part. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mason  of  N«w  Hamiiahire, 
the  Dietrici  Judges  wefe  added,  to  this  motio9» 

Mr.  RoBBBTs  moved  to  amend  the  resolfe^  by 
adding  also  '^  the  Attorney  Gk&sfal  of  ii»  United 
SintesJ' 

Mf .  Tajlbot  desif  ed  to  embrase  also  the.  Heads 
of  Departments  ao4  Foreign  Ministem,  whom  he 
tboof^-ktsUli  moce  inailequately  compensated  than 
the  judges,  dl&c 

In  the  course  of  the  debate,  the  expediency  of 
increasing  the  salaries  of  the  judges,  and  also  of 
the  great  offieers  of  QoverBment,  was  not  die- 
tinetJy  questioned,  but  rather  generally  admitted. 
It  appeared,  however,  that  a  committee  bad  been 
appomtedf  some  time  ago,  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  offieets 
of  the  Government  generally.  It  having  been 
suggested  (hat  the  committee  already  appointed 
had  this  subject  before  theiD-^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Daqobtt,  the  further  con* 
si4eratioft  of  the  resolve  was  postponed  to  Mon- 
day week. 

PAYMENT  FOR  PROPERTY  LOST,  dtc 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  theeoasideration 
of  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
authorizing  the  payment  for  property  lost,  cap- 
tured or  destroyed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Stales. 

The  bill  has  been  much  amended,  and  indeed 
essentially  changed  in  all  its  featoees,  since  it 
came  into  the  Senate. 

As  it  was  last  reported  from  a  select  committee 
it  proposes  the  appointment  of  a  board  of  coifr- 
miasleaersy  ai  the  Seat  of  Qovemmeot,  to  sit  on 
and  fioaily  decide  all  claims  of  the  chacaoter  em- 
braced by.  the  bill. 

An  amendment  moved  by  Bir.  Mason  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  appoint  commissioners  to  collect  evi- 
dence, arrange  and  report  it  to  Congress  (but  not 
to  decide  upon  it)  was  debated  at  considerable 
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length ;  being  zealously  opposed  by 

and  also  by  Messrs.  Taylob,  Daooe 

mbntin,  and  supported  by   Messrs.  Mason,  of 

New  Hampshire,  and  Dana.    It  was  finally  neg* 

atived. 

The  bill  was  further  considered,  and  the  anAend- 
ments  first  above  described  were  agreed  to.  ^he 
time  for  exhibiting  claims  is  limited  to  two  years. 

The  bill  provides  for  cases  of  losses  of  property 
under  contracts  with  the  GoTeroment,  as  well  as 
by  impressment,  &e. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  word  "  contract.'' 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  some  debate.  It  was 
supported  by  the  mover,  Messrs.  Robbbts,  and 
Daogett,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  subject  the 
United  States  to  pay  for  losses  the  risk  of  which 
every  individual  in  making  contracts  must  have 
taken  into  consideration,  and  regulated  his  con- 
tract accordingly.  The  motion  was  opposed  bf 
Messrs.  Bbown,  Babbt,  Lacock,  and  Talbot, 
on  the  ground  that  there  were  many  cases  in 
which  wagons,  teams,  boats,  &c.  are  employed  in 
services,  the  nature  and  danger  and  risk  of  which 
the  commanding  officer  of  an  army  would  be 
criminal  in  making  public,  dtc.  And  in  such 
cases,  where  the  United  States  imposed  conditions 
not  understood  or  anticipated,  equitable  remune* 
ration  for  loss  ought  to  be  made,  &e. 

Before  the  decision  of  this  question,  it  was  su- 
perseded by  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  whole  sec- 
tion in  which  it  stood. 

The  further  coosideration  of  the  bill  was  then 
postponed  to  Monday,  to  which  day  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


Monday,  March  18. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Johnson,  and  others^  owners  of  an  establishmenc 
for  the  manufacturing  of  woollen  cloth  in  the 
Stale  of  New  Jersey,  praying  the  patronage  and 
protection  of  Government,  for  reasons  stated  in 
the  petition  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

lUwhed,  That  the  Message  of  the  President  of  th* 
United  States,  of  the  9th  instant,  transmittiBg  a  state- 
ment  of  the  militia  of  the  United  Slates,  aooordiag  to 
the  latest  returns,  be  referred  to  the  Militia  Committee, 
with  instructions  to  devise  and  report  such  pronsioas 
as  may  be  necessary  and  expedient  to  insure  the  ao- 
n«al  returns  of  the  militia  of  the  several  States,  now 
rsquiied  by  law,  to  be  made  by  their  respective  AdjUf- 
tant  Generals,  to  the  War  Department  of  the  United 
States. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives' 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed* 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certtiin- 
claimants  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Yincennea;" 
a  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Erestos 
Loomis ;"  also  a  bill  entitled  *'An  act  to  alter  the 
times  of  holding  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of 
the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Vermont;*' 
in  which  bills  they  reqtieit  the  concurrence  of 
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ihe  Seoat^  They  have  also  passed  the  bill,  which 
Id  the  Senate,  entitled  ^'An  act  rela- 


ate^ 
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live  to  e^eoce  in  cases  of  naturalization,"  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  last  mentioned ;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Horsey,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  limit  the  right  of  a|)peal  from  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  respecting  the  late  officers 
and  crew  of  the  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  15th 
instant,  for  referring  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  of  the  7th  instant,  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  indemnification  for 
private  losses  of  proper tv  employed  in  the  public 
service,  in  its  amended  shape,  f^oing  to  constitute 
a  board  of  commissioners  to  auuit  and  settle  claims 
of  this  description^)  was  further  amended,  and  at 
Length  ordered,  with  its  various  amendments,  to 
be  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasion,  and  to 
repeal  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  those  pur- 
poses, together  with  the  proposed  amendment; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  consideration 
thereof  was  further  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  entitled  **An  act  making  further  provision 
for  military  services  during  the  late  war,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot, 
the  consideration  thereof  was  further  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  (he 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Holker,  formerly  Consul  General  of 
France  to  the  United  States;  and  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Roberts,  the  consideration  thereof  was  fur- 
ther postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  on 
the  petition  of  the  representatives  of  Ignace  De- 
lino;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Barboub,  the  con- 
sideration thereof  was  further  postponed  to  this 
day  fortnig[ht. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Chace,  the  bill  entitled, 
*^An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  circuit  and 
district  courts  of  the  United  States,  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Vermont,"  was  read  the  second  time,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  and  passed  to  the  third 
reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  was  instructed  to  in- 


quire into  the  propriety  of  authorizing  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  dispose  of  so  much 
of  the  reservation  of  six  miles  square,  in  the  county 
of  Jackson  and  State  aforesaid,  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  a  site  to  a  town  convenient  for  a  seat  of 
justice  in  the  said  county ;  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  ex« 
tending  the  time  for  issuing  and  locating  military 
land  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes;  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  se- 
lect committee;  and  the  amendments  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House  accordingly;  and  on  the  question 
"  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  so  as  to  regulate  the  mode  of  choosing 
Representatives  in  Congress,  and  Electors  of  Pre- 
sident and  Vice  President  theieof ;  and  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  consideration  thereof  was 
further  postponed  until  Wednesday  next 

Mr.  HoRSET  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

IUiob)edf  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the  res- 
olution of  the  Senate  of  the  S9th  ultimo,  relative  to 
private  banking  associationran  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  it  be  expedient 
and  proper  to  provide  for  the  more  eliectaal  payment 
of  specie  by  the  several  banks  in  the  said  District. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lagock,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  Unites  Slates  as  relates  to 
roads  and  canals,  was  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  otlayinff  out  a  national  or  military 
road  from  the  town  of  Washington  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  Sandusky  Bay,  passing  through  Charles- 
town  in  Virginia,  Cadiz,  New  Philadelphia,  and 
Wooster  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

THE  JUDICIARY. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolve  proposed  by  Mr.  Sanford,  embracing  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  to  make  the 
judges  removable  from  office  on  the  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  President,  d^c. 

Mr.  Sanporo  proposed  to  refer  the  resolve  to 
a  select  committee;  but,  subsequently,  Mr.  Dao- 
gbtt  moved  to  postpone  it  to  Wednesdav. 

In  the  conversation  respecting  the  mode  of  die* 
posing  of  this  business,  some  general  remarks 
were  made,  of  a  decided  character,  by  Mr.  King. 
against  the  object  of  the  resolve,  on  the  grouna 
of  its  proposing  to  invade  the  independence  of  the 
Judiciary,  so  all-important  and  sacred  a  part  of 
our  Constitution,  that  the  Legislature  ought  not 
even  to  propose  to  disturb  it.  Mr.  Roberts  and 
Mr.  Sanporo,  in  reply,  took  ground  against  Mr. 
Kino's  doctrine,  which  they  argued  placed  the 
judges  on  an  eminence  more  exalted  than  was 
consistent  with  the  genius  of  our  Government  or 
the  extent  of  our  Constitution,  dtc.  This  debate 
incidentally  arose,  and  may  be  considered  as 
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merely  breaking  ground  preliminary  to  the  di^ 
cussion  which  may  take  place  on  this  qaestion, 
if  it  is  discussed  at  all.  Mr.  FROMBMTiir  also 
strongly  protested  against  Interfering  with  the 
Judiciary,  forcibly  remarking  that  blood  followed 
from  every  the  slightest  wound  inflicted  on  that 
yaluable  institution,  dtc. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  subject  was 
postponed  to  Monday. 


Tdbbdat,  March  19. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eras- 
tns  Loomis/'  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naral  Afiairs. 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain claimants  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vincen- 
nes,''  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  the  7th  December,  on 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory. 

The  motion  made  the  15th  instant,  by  Mr.  Wil- 
son, referring  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
of  the  7th  instant,  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  was  withdrawn. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion,  made  the  18th  instant,  for  referring  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes, 
of  the  9ch  instant,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States,  to  the  Militia  Com- 
mittee ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  for  instructinj^  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  29ih  ultimo  to  inquire  whether  it  be  expedi« 
ent  and  proper  to  provide  for  the  more  effectual 
payment  ot  specie  by  the  several  banks  in  the 
uistrict  of  Columbia;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  times  for 
holding  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  district  of  Vermont,"  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  ascertain 
and  establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract 
reserved  for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  al- 
lowed to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
line,  on  Continental  Establishment;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Babboub,  the  consideration  thereof 
was  further  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Babboub,  the  consideration 
of  the  report  ol  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  resolution  relating  to  the  claims  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  State 
and  Continental  Establishment,  for  bounty  lands, 
was  further  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  relative  to  evidence  in 
cases  of  naturalization." — Whereupon, 

Betohed,  That  they  concur  therein. 

The  bill  further  extending  the  time  for  issuing 
and  locating  military  land  warrants,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost,  cap- 
tured, or  destroyea  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  mil- 


itary service  of  the  United  States,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  as  amended,  and 
the  blank  filled. 

Eeaohedj  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  the  title  was  amended  by  adding 
thereto  ''  and  for  other  purposes." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  ex- 
ecute the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurree* 
tion,  and  repel  invasion,  and  to  repeal  the  laws 
heretofore  passed  for  those  purposes,  together  with 
the  proposed  amendment ;  and.  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Lacock,  the  consideration  was  further  postponed 
until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  dividinff  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, into  two  judicial  districts;  and  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  consideration  thereof  was 
further  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

MILITARY  SERVICES. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  further  provision  for  military  services 
during  the  late  war,  and  for  other  purposes,  being 
taken  up, 

Mr.  WiLBON  offered  the  following  amendment 
as  a  fourth  section  to  the  bill : 

Be  U  further  enacted,  That  donations  of  land  be 
granted  to  all  the  officers  of  the  regular  armv  who 
have  been  disbanded  as  superaumeraries,  either  in 
consolidating  regiments  or  corps  during  the  late  waryor 
in  reducing  the  army  conformably  to  the  act  of  Mardi 
the  third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fiileeUf  as 
follows,  to  wit :  to  each  major  general,  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  eighty  acres ;  to  each  brigadier  gen- 
eraly  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres ;  to 
each  colonel  and  lieutenant  colonel,  nine  hundred  and 
sixty  acres;  to  each  major,  eight  hundred  acres;  to 
each  captain,  six  hundred  and  Ibrty  acres;  to  eadi 
subaltern,  ibur  hundred  and  eighty  acres;  and  to  of- 
ficers of  the  medical  and  other  staff,  who  have  no  rank, 
in  proportion  to  their  pay,  according  to  the  scale  afore- 
said. 

The  amendment  being  read, 

Mr.  WiLsoif  observed  that,  on  a  subject  which 
had  so  long  been  the  theme  of  reflection  and  dis- 
cussion, he  did  not  intend  to  take  up  much  of  the 
time  of  the  Senate.  He  would  merely  observe 
that  he  thought  the  allowance  contemplated  by 
this  amendment  to  the  disbanded  officers  of  the 
late  Army,  was  required  by  justice,  inasmuch  as 
their  pay  was,  at  best,  insufficient  to  meet  the  ex- 
tra expenses  to  which  they  had  been  subjected 
during  the  late  war,  in  travelling  from  one  post  to 
another,  and  in  living  on  the  frontiers.  As  their 
pay  had  been  often  long  delayed,  and  payment,  at 
length,  frequently  made  in  depreciated  currency, 
that  good  policy  demanded  this  allowance,  as  it 
would,  in  a  considerable  degree,  satisfy  a  very  nu* 
merous  meritorious  class  of  men,  who  now  thought 
their  services  and  sacrifices  had  been  poorly  re- 
warded by  their  country ;  as  it  would  have  a  ben- 
eficial effect,  in  case  of  a  future  war,  upon  the 
young  and  enterprising  who  might  be  inclined  to 
enter  the  military  service — who  would  see  that 
they  would  not  be  turned  off  at  the  close  of  the 
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war  without  any  ackDOwledgment  or  reward;  a« 
it  would  be  the  means  of  formiog  a  military  bar- 
Tier  OB  our  frontiers,  against  the  incursions  of  the 
savages,  and  against  invasions  by  the  Mississippi 
or  the  Lakes ;  and  as  it  would  induce  many  of  the 
soldiers  to  retain  and  settle  their  bounty  lands  un- 
der the  auspices  of  these  officers.  That  this  gra- 
tuity was  sanctioned  by  precedents  furnished  at 
the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  on  the  dis- 
bandment  of  the  Army  in  1800 ;  and  that  public 
opinion,  so  far  as  it  could  be  collected,  called  for 
this,  or  some  other  expression  of  the  national 
gratitude  to  the  disbanded  officers,  dtc. 

Mr.  Brown  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the 
principle  of  the  amendment,  but  thought  a  dis- 
crimination ought  to  be  made  between  those  offi- 
cers who  had  rendered  essential  service,  and  such 
as  had  dona,  little  or  nothing.  Some,  be  observed, 
had  been  in  service  many  years,  and  were  now 
turned  out,  with  habits  which  prevented  them 
from  resorting  to  any  kind  of  business  for  a  sup- 
port ;  while  others  had  never  seen  an  enemy,  nor 
sude  sacrifices  of  anv  kind.  He  did  not  think  it 
would  be  just  to  put  all  on  the  same  footing ;  and, 
to  allow  timie  to  make  a  discrimination,  he  moved 
a  postponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Talbot  was  a^iast  a  postponesient.  The 
bill  contained  provision  for  the  widows  and  or- 
pfaana  of  mititiRfflien,  whicji  it  was-  highly  im- 

SMLlant  should  pasa  with  as  little  delay  as  po»i- 
e ;  and  he  did  not  thiak  it  would  be  right  to 
poB^iooe  the  blU  to  introduce  a  provision  in- 
congruous with^  theprovtsiens already  contained 
in  it. 

Mr.  Wilson  replied  that  if  the  gentleman  had 
read  the  bill  through,  he  would  have  seen  that 
the  amendment  of^pred  was  not  incongruous  with 
its  provisions,  as  a  part  of  the  bill  related  to  land 
bounties  granted  to  soldiers  of  the  ref^ular  army; 
and  it  could  not  be  incongruous  to  introduce  a 
provision  con/perning  officevs  of  the  saa»e  e^tab- 
lishmeat. 

Mr.  Talbot  explained,  but  declared  himself 
still  opposed  to  the  postponemeaL 

Mr.  BiROWN  again  spoke  in  favor  of  i^  allow- 
ance  to  such  officers  as  had  devoted  their  lives  to 
the  service  of  their  country,  and  moved  a  post- 
ponement, to  afford  an  opportunity  of  modifying 
the  amendment  so  as  to  meet  his  views. 

Mr.  Barbour  advocated  the  postponement.  He 
could  not  vote  for  the  amjendment  as  it  now  stood, 
but  was  in  favor  of  a  liberal  provision  for  those 
whose  heads  had  been  bleached  in  their  country's 
service.  If  he  were  allowed  time  to  prepare  it, 
he  would  offer  a  section  to  provide  for  such  as  he 
deemed  entitled  to  the  munificence  of  the  nation. 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  until  to-morrow, 
without  deciding  on  Mr.  Wilson's  motion. 


WEONBsnAT,  March  20. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Erastus  Loomis,"  reported  it 
without  amendment." 

Mr.  Sanpohd  presented  the  petition  of  John 


G.  Gootsberger,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing the  allowance  of  the  drawback  of  duties  on 
certain  goods  and  merchandise,  as  stated  in  the 
petition;  which  was  read^  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National 
Currency- 
Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  committee  to  whooa 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  ''An  act  in  addition 
to  an  act  to  reffulate  the  Post  Office  Bstabliali"' 
ment,"  reported  it  with  amendments ;  which  were 
read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  making  further  pro  vision 
for  settling  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Ilfti* 
nois  ;*'  also  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  abolish  the 
existing/duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  thellni* 
ted  States,  and  to  lay  other  duties  in  lieu  of  those 
at  present  imposed  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  sp»». 
ritopus  liquors ;"  in  which  they  request  the  cob* 
currence  of  the  Senate.  They  have  also  passed 
a  resolution  appoiniiag  a  committee  on  tkeir  part, 
to  join  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  hj 
the  Senate,  to  consider  and  report  what  business 
will  demand  the  attention  of  Congress  prior  to 
adjournment ;  in  which  they  request  the  coneur- 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  biUs,  and  the  resolntion  last  broogkc 
up  for  oonourrenoe,  were  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideimtion  of  the  resolution  to 
aiaend  the  CoBstitmion  of  the  United  States,  so 
as  to  subject  the  jod|;es  of  all  the  courts  thereof 
to  removal  from  office ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Laoook,  the  further  conaideratioB  thereof  was-, 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  ss  in  Cosuaittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ^Aa 
not  authorietae  and  reqairiag  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  issue  letters  patent  to  Andrew  Kurtz  j" 
aa4  on  motion,  by  Mr.  RoRRRra,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Mondaf 
next. 

Mr.  Camfbrll,  ftom  the  CommiueeonFinaBee 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  repoHed  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  Baltimore  asd  Msesaehusetts  Bthle  Socio* 
ties ;  aad  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  see» 
ond  reading. 

MILITARY  SERVICES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  making  further  provision  for 
military  services  durtag  the  late  war,  and  for  othef 
purposes."  together  with  the  amendmeat  proposed 
thereto,  oy  Mr.  Wilson,  and  on  motion^theqoea- 
tion  to  agree  to  the  said  amendment,  as  follows: 

•<8sc.  — Bef</«ir«Aer  moded,  That  doaatioBseC 
land  be  grsnted  to  all  the  oAosss  of  the  regalar  aoay 
who  have  bsen  disbanded  ss  sBfemnaieisries,  either 
ia  consolidating  rsginents  or  com  during  the  lata 
wsr,  or  in  reducing  the  Army  connnnsUy  to  the  ad 
of  Hsreh  the  third  1815,  ss  follows  to  wit :  to  each 
Mijor  General^  one  thoussnd  two  hundred  and  eigh^ 
seres ;  to  each  Bngadier  Genersly  one  thoussnd  one 
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hoadrad  and  twenty  maes ;  to  each  Colonel  and  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel,  nine  Imndred  and  eizty  acres ;  to  each 
Major,  eight  hundred  acres ;  to  each  Captain,  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres ;  to  each  subaltern,  ibur  hundred 
and  eighty  acres ;  and  to  officers  of  the  medical  and 
other  staff,  who  have  no  rank,  in  proportion  to  their  pay, 
according  to  the  scale  aforesaid  :^ 

It  was  determined  in  the  oegative — yeas  10, 
nays  15,  as  fallows : 

Ys4a«-Mesns«  Barry,  Brawn,  Chaoe,  Condit,FroiB^ 
entin,  Laoock,  Maoon,  Boggles,  9anfor4  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bibfa^  Daggett,  Gaillaid, 
King^  Mason  of  New  Haiapahire^  Morow,  Roberts, 
Talbot,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tichanor*  Tuvnei,  Varnam« 
and  Wells. 

Mr.  BiJiBO^R  then  inaTed  a  new  seetiqa  to  the 
bill,  embracing  a  land  bounty  to  disbanded  officers 
of  acertain  class,  (having  intimated  bis  inteiiticMi, 
previous  to  the  last  vote,  to  move  it.) 

The  bill  waa  then  noetpoaed  till  to-morrow, 
without  deciding  on  Mr.  BABnoaa's  motiook 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  so  a$  to  regulate  the  mode  of  choosing 
Representatives  in  Congressj  and  Electors  of  Pre- 
sident and  Vice  President  or  the  United  States. 

On  motioD,  by  Mr.  Lax^ock 

**  That  it  be  referred  to  a  select  oownniftae,  with  in- 
structions to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  proposing 
an  amendment  to  theConatitation  of  the  United  States, 

Sioviding  for  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
ent  by  the  Electors  of  each  State  qualified  to  vote  ibr 
the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legidature:*' 

Mr.  Barbour  having  stated  his  idea  of  a  marked 
difference  in  principle  between  the  two  objects  of 
electing  Electors  and  Representatives;  in  wbich 
view  he  wa$  seconded  by  Mr.  Lacock,  and  Mr. 
Ma0ON  of  New  Hampshire  having  reraiflurked 
thereon — 

Mr.  Barboub  said,  that  it  was  essential  to  the 
character  of  a  pure  representation,  that  the  Rep- 
resentative should  have  a  common  feeling  with 
his  constituents ;  that  he  should  know  their  wants 
and  be  possessed  of  their  sentiments.  Residence 
is  part  of  the  proper  character  of  a  I(£presentative, 
who  ought  not  to  be  placed  at  such  a  distance 
from  his  constituents  that  he  can  know  neither 
their  wants  nor  their  feelings.  The  caseia  dif* 
feient  with  respect  to  the  election  of  Electors,  in 
respect  to  whom  that  personal  knowledge  is  not 
necessary  to  their  constituents.  Not,  Mr.  B.  said, 
that  he  would  take  the  power  of  electing  a  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
people.  God  forbid,  said  he,  that  the  power  of 
electing  a  President  of  the  United  States  should 
be  lodged  in  any  other  hands  than  those  of  the 
people  themselves.  The  whole  Congress  united, 
dictating  a  nomination,  would  weigh  no  more 
than  a  feather  in  the  balance  against  the  public 
will ;  any  dictation  in  opposition  to  the  public 
sentiment,  would  be  considered  as  an  outrage  on 
the  righu  of  the  peopl&  and  justly  scouted  by 
them.  The  man  who  is  chosen  an  Elector  knows 
the  sentiments,  which  he  is  bound  to  carry  with 


w  

him  into  the  Electoral  College,  and  which  onljr 
it  is  his  duty  to  express.  The  people  emphati- 
cally elect  the  President ;  but  those  seleoied  to 
express  their  will,  may  be  chosen  by  general  ticket 
Without  violating  the  representative  principle. 
Mr.  B.  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  that  part  of  the 
proposition  before  the  Senate  which  embraced 
the  Electors  of  President  aad  Vice  President.  In 
regard  to  the  inconvenience  of  laying  out  States 
into  districts  for  electing  Repreeentatives,  he  said, 
he  could  not  see  the  inconveniences  suggested 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamjishire,  (Mr. 
Mason,)  as  it  would  occur  but  once  in  ten  years. 
The  advantages  of  an  uniformity  in  the  mode  of 
election,  he  said,  was  obvious  in  regard  to  Rep* 
resentatives.  It  would  put  down  all  that  ma- 
noBUvring  which  would  repress  the  sentimenu 
of  the  people  by  a  juggle,  which,  he  said,  was  an 
inconvenience  mu^  greater  than  the  labor  of 
designating  the  metes  and  bounds  of  a  districts 
In  conse^tteofte  of  the  eleattons  bv  dietriots  in  the 
large  States,  and  by  general  ticket  in  the  small 
Statea,  an  undue  prepoadeiance  had  heretofore 
been  given.  Mr,  o.  said^  to  the  small  Stmca  in 
the  couaeils  of  th«  nation*  The  general  ticket 
for  Electors  had  its  origin  in  one  of  the  Eastern 
State*,  to  which  weare  indited  for  many  poliiici^ 
ideas ;  it  had  been  received  with  gieat  opposition 
indeed,  but,from  self-defence,  the  Southern  States 
had  been  most  of  them  obliged  to  foUnw  the  ezp 
ample.  Under  the  disiriet  system,  Pennsylvania 
exhibited  a  melancholy  spectacle;  whilst  the  somU 
Eastern  States  gave  each  maov  votes,  the  weight 
of  Pennsylvania,  great  aa  she  la,  dwindled  down 
to  a  solitary  vote,  Peansylvania,  which  sheald 
have  loomed  in  the  horixon  as  large  aa  any  Stale- 
in  the  Union,  became  invisible  m  consequence, 
of  the  general  ticket  being  retorted  to«  To  regain 
her  station  in  the  Union,  she  waa  compelled  to 
follow  the  exao^.  Virginia,  also,  obliged  by 
inevitable  necessity)  arising  from  the  prineipleef 
self-preservation  requiring  her  to  counterpoise  that 
system  which,  had  made  its  appearance  in  another 
quarter  of  the  Union,  reluctantly  resoried  to  it. 
After  some  further  illustrative  remarks,  Mr.  R 
said,  in  every  point  of  v4ew^  he  was  now  opposed 
to  the  districting  the  State  for  the  election  of 
Electors^  whikt  he  coaaidered  the  remainder  of 
the  proposition  befoie  the  Senate  as  a  recurrence 
to  the  true  principles  of  the  Constitution,  which 
rcquiredthat  Representatives  should  beuniformly 
elected  by  districts.  The  representative  body 
would  then  be  that  pure  organ  of  the  popular  wiU 
in  the  Natioqal  Councils,  which  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution  intends  it. 

Mr.  Mabon,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  he  had 
no  disposition  to  enter  into  the  controversy  re*, 
spec  ting  great  States  and  small  Slates.  He 
never  had  understood,  however,  that  any  State 
south  of  Virginia,  had  led  Virginia  into  a  change 
of  the  mode  of  election  of  El^tors.  According- 
to  history,  as  he  had  read  it,  Mr.  M^said.  Virginia, 
was  the  first  State  that  changed  its  moae  of  elec- 
tion ;  he  knew  of  no  State  which  had  previously 
changed  it.  The  Eastern  States  had  made  no 
chauge  at  all  in  that  respect,  having  been  uniform 
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in  adherifig  to  ooe  system.  It  was  not  of  moeb 
importance,  ho  said,  who  led  and  who  followed ; 
the  question  is,  what  shall  be  the  remedy  in  fatare 
for  the  want  of  aniformily  now  felt?  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  was  desirous  that  the  small 
States  should  be  districted  for  the  election  of  their 
Representatives — for  what  7  That  the  people  may 
express  their  will.  Mr.  M.  admitted  there  was 
substance  in  this  argument  as  to  the  great  States, 
but  not  as  to  the  small  ones,  in  which  every  man 
proposed  to  their  suffrage,  by  general  ticket,  was 
almost  equally  well  known  to  his  constituents,  as 
if  they  were  elected  by  districts.  As  to  the  elec* 
tion  of  Electors,  and  the  observation  that  the  voice 
of  the  whole  Congress,  united  in  favor  of  any 
man,  would  be  but  as  a  feather  in  the  scale,  Mr. 
M.  said  it  was  a  feather  which  always  had  turned, 
and  always  would  turn,  the  balance.  He  spoke 
not  with  reference  to  any  particular  transaction ; 
but,  let  the  Congress  continue  to  make  their  nom- 
ination, the  State  Legislatures  their  nominations 
of  Electors,  and  these  two  together  would  forever 
give  a  President  to  the  United  States.  All  the 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  in  favor  of  electing 
Representatives  by  districts  apply,  but  with  much 
greater  force,  to  the  election  of  Electors ;  for  here 
IS  the  great  pressure  of  danger ;  in  this  point,  may  it 
always  be  expected  that  an  influence  will  be  ex- 
erted over  the  people,  which  he  said  he  knew  no 
way  of  counteracting,  but  by  putting  each  Elector 
within  the  sphere  of  the  personal  knowledge  of 
those  who  are  to  choose  him.  With  this  view 
only  did  Mr.  M.  incline  to  favor  this  part  of  the 
proposition  to  amend  the  Constitution,  which,  if 
adopted,  would  make  it  more  diflicult  that  any- 
thing like  dictation  should  be  practised  in  the  case 
of  the  election  of  Electors.  The  election  of 
Electors  by  districts,  would  tend  to  take  the  power 
of  appointing  the  head,  the  sole  depository  of  the 
power  of  the  nation,  out  of  hands  in  which  the 
Constitution  endeavored  to  prevent  its  ever  being 
placed.  He  was,  therefore,  favorable  to  that  part 
of  the  motion  before  the  Senate  which  related  to 
the  election  of  Electors.  In  the  other  clause  of 
the  proposed  Constitutional  amendment  (relating 
to  the  election  of  Representatives)  he  saw  no 
great  advantage;  he  wished  the  practical  evil 
under  the  present  system  to  be  pointed  out.  The 
States  electing  by  general  ticket,  he  said,  were 
not  more  populous  than  some  of  those  districts 
in  the  States  choosing  by  districts,  in  which  two, 
three  and  four  members  were  for  convenience 
elected.  As  long,  Mr.  M.  said,  as  the  States  ex- 
ercised the  power  they  now  possess  (of  selecting 
the  mode  or  election)  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to 
themselves,  it  would  be  unwise  to  interfere  with 
it.  Preferring  himself  to  leave  it  where  it  was, 
he  was  opposed  to  that  part  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  King  said  that,  so  far  as  regarded  the  man- 
ner and  time  of  choosing;  Representatives  and 
Senators  to  Congress,  a  majority  of  the  Congress 
may  by  law  now  establish  the  very  manner  of 
choosing  Representatives,  which  was  now  pro- 
posed to  be  erected  into  a  Constitutional  rule.  It 
seemed  to  him,  therefore,  unnecessary  to  alter  the 
Constitution  by  imposing  a  role,  when,  according 


to  the  Constitution,  a  competent  power  can  now 
make  the  same  regulation  by  law.  Not  so  with 
that  part  of  the  amendment  before  the  Senate, 
which  the  sentleman  from  Virginia  proposed  to 
strike  out.  The  States  mt^Y  now  severally  direct 
the  mannerof  choosing  their  own  Electors;  it  u 
proposed  that  the  manner  shall  be  prescribed  by 
the  Constitution.  This,  Mr.  K.  thought  would 
be  an  im])ortant  change,  and  the  only  change 
suggested  in  the  Constitution  which  he  deemed 
an  improvement.  He  thought  he  might  venture 
to  say,  that  if  there  was  any  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution deemed  by  its  framers  and  advocates  to  be 
better  secured  than  any  other  asainst  the  enter- 
prises which  have  since  occurred,  it  was  the  very 
provision  on  the  subject  of  elections  to  the  Pres- 
idency. The  idea  was,  that  the  action  of  that 
particular  agenc]r  which  has  since  controlled  it 
was  as  much  displaced  by  the  Constitutional 
plan  of  election  of  President  and  Vice  President, 
as  could  possibly  be  devised.  The  opinion  had 
been  that  all  undue  agency  or  influence  was  en- 
tirely guarded  against ;  that  the  men  selected  bj 
the  people  from  their  own  body  would  give  their 
votes  in  such  a  manner  as  that  no  opportunity 
would  be  afforded  for  a  combination,  to  chanse 
the  freedom  and  popular  character  which  naturally 
belonged  to  the  electoral  bodies.  Such  had  been 
the  idea  of  the  nation  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution.  We  all  know,  said  he,  the 
course  which  this  thine  has  taken.  The  election 
of  a  President  of  the  lloited  States  is  no  longer 
that  process  which  the  Constitution  contemplated. 
In  conformity  with  the  original  view  of  the  au- 
thors of  that  instrument,  I  would  restore,  as 
thoroughly  as  possible,  the  freedom  of  election 
to  the  people :  I  would  make  the  mode  of  elec- 
tion uniform  through  the  country,  by  throwing 
the  whole  nation  into  as  many  districts  as  there 
are  Electors,  and  let  the  people  of  each  district 
choose  one  Elector.  One  idea  on  this  subject, 
he  thought  worth  more  than  all  the  arguments 
against  this  course ;  that  then  all  the  people  of 
the  country  would  stand  precisely  on  the  same 
footing;  and  no  particular  addresses  could  be 
made  to  the  special  interests  and  particular  views 
of  particular  men  or  particular  sections  of  the 
country.  The  course  now  pursued  in  this  respect, 
Mr.  K.  said,  was  not  entitled  to  that  high  dis- 
tinction. On  the  contrary,  those  who  reflected 
on  it  could  not  help  seeine  that  our  progress  in 
Government  was  not  fbr  the  better;  that  it  was 
not  likelv  hereafter  to  be  in  favor  of  popular 
rights.  It  was  with  the  people  the  Constitution 
meant  to  place  the  election  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate, that  being  the  source  least  liable  to  be  cor- 
rupt. But  if,  under  the  name  of  the  liberty  of 
the  people,  said  Mr.  K.,  we  put  this  power  into 
other  hands,  with  different  interests,  we  place  it 
in  a  situation  in  which  the  rights  of  the  people 
are  violated.  In  this  point  of  view,  to  him  (he 
said)  this  particular  clause  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  was  of  great  value.  Let 
the  question  of  the  mode  of  election  of  Senators 
and  Representatives  rest  where  it  is;  if  Congress 
choose  to  interpose,  let  them.    The  other  part  of 


217 


HISTORY  OF  CONGBESS. 


218 


BIahcb,  1816. 


Amendment  to  the 


SlIIATB. 


the  proposition  was  io  favor  of  the  righto  of  the 
people,  of  the  freedom  of  the  couoiry  ;  for,  with 
regard  to  these  rights  and  freedom,  no  man  could 
name  a  matter  so  important  as  the  choice  of  the 
President  of  the  nation.  It  is  an  infirmity  in  our 
natures  that  we  look  for  chiefs  and  rulers, either  for 
theirsuperiorvirtue,or  their  supposed  subserviency 
to  the  views  of  those  io  subordinate  situations.  It 
was  ap[ainst  the  evil  of  the  latter  principle,  Mr. 
K.  desired  to  guard.  The  liberties  of  the  people, 
repeated  he,  of  which  we  speak  much,  are  more 
affected  by  the  choice  of  President  than  by  any 
other  ordinary  political  acL  In  this  point  they 
are  vulnerable  ',  here  ousht  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple and  of  the  States  to  be  guarded.  Our  exist- 
ence and  the  passions  of  the  present  day  are 
ephemeral;  public  liberty  should  be  immortal, 
donsidering  that  this  body  should  be  to  the  peo- 
ple and  the  States  not  only  the  safe  guardians  of 
their  rights  but  the  protectors  of  their  liberty,  he 
hoped  they  would  adopt  a  provision  he  consid- 
ered so  nearly  connected  with  the  perpetuation 
of  both. 

Mr.  Barboub  said,  he  was  not  unaware  that  it 
was  competent  to  Congress  by  law  to  regulate 
the  mode  of  electing  Representatives;  but  it 
seemed  to  him  to  be  one  or  those  important  poli- 
tical principles  which  ought  not  to  depend  on  the 
will  of  Congress.  The  Representative  ought 
not,  it  appeared  to  him,  to  be  the  depositary  of 
the  power  of  regulating  the  mode  of  electing  his 
successor.  In  regard  to  the  Presidential  election, 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  regarded 
as  of  paramount  importance— our  limited  Ma- 
gistracy, Mr.  B.  said,  was  not  in  his  view  io  any 
degree  formidable  to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
The  President  must  execute  the  public  senti- 
ment; when  he  departs  from  it,  he  from  that 
moment  dates  his  continuance  in  office.  There 
was,  Mr.  B.  said,  a  case  on  record  in  which  a 
President  had  sought  to  carry  on  an  administra- 
tion in  opposition  to  the  public  sentiment;  be 
reaped  his  reward — one  which,  Mr.  B.  said,  he 
hoped  would  attend  all  who  should  make  the 
like  attempt.  All  wise  Qovernments  look  with 
more  caution  to  those  who  represent  the  pab- 
lic  will  than  those  who  execute  it.  It  was  a  desid- 
eratum, Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  purity  and  uniform- 
ity of  their  election  should  be  fixed  immutably 
as  a  part  of  the  Constituiiouj  beyond  the  control 
of  the  Legislature.  The  proposition  of  an  amend- 
ment of  this  sort  is  an  appeal  to  public  opinion 
which  majr  be  safely  made.  Whatever  may  be 
the  corruption  (which  God  forbid  1)  which  shall 
at  any  time  pervade  the  Congress,  they  will  al- 
ways be  restrained  *by  an  express  provision  of 
the  Constitution ;  and,  if  this  amendment  be 
adopted,  they  will  not  have  the  power  of  regu- 
ulating  the  mode  of  their  own  election  accord- 
ing to  their  will  or  caprice.  It  was  wonderful 
to  him,  Mr.  B.  said,  that  so  important  a  question 
should  ever  have  been  left  to  the  decision  of  those 
who  were  interested  in  it;  and  could  be  account- 
ed for  only  by  viewing  it  in  the  light  of  an  ex- 
periment. He  desired  to  see  it  placed  on  a  surer 
foundation.    In  reply  to  Mr.  Mabom,  who  denied 


the  force  of  the  distinction  in  principle  between 
the  election  of  Electors  and  Representatives  by 
a  general  ticket,  he  said,  that  in  elections  of 
Representatives  by  general  ticket,  men  were  fre* 
quently  elected  to  Congress  in  tnat  mode,  who 
would  not  have  been  permitted  by  the  people  to 
represent  the  district  for  which  they  are  elected. 
The  Elector,  on  the  other  hand,  is  the  mere  organ 
of  public  sentiment,  on  a  question  in  regard  to 
which  there  is  no  sort  of  difficulty  in  ascertain* 
ing  the  will  of  the  people.  Mr.  B.  next  spoke  in 
repljr  to  Mr.  King's  remarks,  in  reference  to  the 
Presidential  election.  I  would  ask  every  member 
of  the  Senate,  said  he,  whether  any  other  senti- 
ment has  been  expressed,  or  anticipation  formed, 
in  regard  to  this  question  than  that  the  will  of 
the  people  should  be  the  rule  of  its  decision? 
Will  any  gentleman  undertake  to  say  that  anj 
man  could  be  elected  Chief  Magistrate  of  this 
nation  who  was  not  the  choice  of  the  people? 
The  gentleman  has  suggested  that  it  was  intend- 
ed, by  the  manner  in  which  the  Constitution  is 
organized,  that  the  Electors  should  come  up  to 
the  Electoral  College  without  any  bias  on  their 
minds  as  to  the  character  for  whom  their  suf- 
frage is  to  be  given.  Did  the  gentleman,  as  one 
of  the  makers  of  that  Constitution,  suppose  <that 
the  minds  of  men,  chosen  for  the  purpose,  would 
be  wholly  uninfluenced  at  the  time  they  were 
called  on  to  give  their  electoral  vote  ?  Is  it  pos- 
sible or  ought  it  to  be,  that  their  minds  should 
be  free  from  preference  until  the  moment  they 
are  called  on  to  put  their  ballot  in  the  box  ?  Such 
an  idea  is  perfectly  illusory  and  impracticable. 
The  question  must  be  decided  by  the  people, 
(who  are  in  this  case  the  Grand  Inquest,)  who 
are  the  fit  men  to  compete  for  this  high  station. 
If  the  Electors  are  to  decide  that  question,  after 
they  enter  on  the  performance  of  the  electoral 
duty,  they  become  the  only  source  of  election, 
and  wholly  deprive  the  people  of  this,  which  the 

fentleman  conceives  their  most  important  right, 
'he  truth  is,  and  must  be  so  obvious  as  to  be  in- 
disputable, that  the  Electors  are  only  the  organs 
of  that  public  sentiment  which  has  been  long  and 
unequivocally  made  up.  Let  us  suppose  the 
time  ever  to  arrive,  when  an  attempt  shall  be 
made  to  take  from  the  people  the  election  of  their 
Chief  Magistrate — could  it  succeed  ?  Take  the 
Congress  and  the  State  Legislatures,  and  throw 
all  their  weight  together  in  one  scale,  and  the  will 
of  the  people  in  the  other ;  those  who  oppose  the 
people's  will,  at  once  will  kick  the  beam.  Why 
is  it  that  the  constituted  authorities  seem  to  have 
any  agency  now  io  nominating  candidates  for 
the  Presidency  ?  It  is  in  homage  to  that  popular 
sentiment  of  which  they  have  the  knowledge* 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  did  not  believe  that  all  the  Con- 
gress united,  and  all  the  Legislatures  of  all  the 
Slates  combined,  could  succeed  against  public 
opinion.  There  was,  therefore,  no  danger  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people  from  the  present  mode  of 
electing  a  President  of  the  United  States.  An 
important  reason  why  a  different  rule  of  selection 
prevails  in  the  case  of  Electors  and  Representa- 
tives, he  said,  was,  that  in  the  choice  of  the  Re- 
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pesentfttires  the  people  merely  are  represented ; 
ID  (he  choice  of  Electors,  the  people  and  the  sov- 
ereignty of  a  State  are  represented.  If  Electors 
were  uniformly  chosen  by  districts,  a  State — Vir- 
ginia for  instance — might  have  twenty-five  Elec- 
tors, and  give  bat  one  vote ;  whilst  Delaware,  en- 
titled only  to  three  Electors,  wonld,  in  the  same 
election,  give  three  votes — having  an  influence 
in  the  election,  inversely  proportioned  to  its  com- 
parative population,  of  three  to  one.  It  followed, 
oe  said,  that  unless  the  principle  of  a  general 
tickei  prevailed  in  the  election  of  Electors,  a 
State,  possessing  infinitely  the  greatest  number  of 
Electors,  might,  bv  a  manoeuvre  or  juggle,  be  de- 
prived of  its  franchise  on  this  great  question. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  there  was  nothing  more  cer- 
tain to  his  mind,  than  that  the  mode  of  election 
of  Electors  ought  to  be  uniform  throughout  the 
United  States ;  because,  if  it  were  otherwise,  it 
was  possible  that  a  minority  might  elect  the 
^eat  officers  of  the  United  States.    A  small 
State,  unanimous  for  one  candidate,  might  by 
ffeneral  ticket  counterbalance  the  weight  of  two 
large  States  voting  by  districts.    There  was  no 
way  but  by  uniform  district  election,  he  said,  to 
obtain  with  certainty  the  sense  of  the  people. 
We  have  seen,  in  the  history  of  this  Government, 
the  mode  of  election  in  some  States  change  more 
than  once.    We  must  take  people  as  we  find 
them ;  and  expect  that  they  will  change  their 
mode  of  election  when  it  is  necessary  to  secure 
them  their  just  weight  in  the  Union.    To  guard 
against  these  changes  in  self-defence,  or  from  po- 
litical views,  the  only  mode  was  to  provide  for  an 
uniformity  of  election  by  districts.    The  difficulty 
in  regard  to  districciog  States  was  not  so  great 
as  had  been  represented.    The  State  which  he 
represented  had,  until  lately,  been  in  the  habit  of 
forming  two  sets  of  districts— the  one  for  Repre- 
aentatives,  and  the  other  for  Electors,  and  nad 
Dot  experienced  much  difficulty  in  it.    Was  it 
•Dot  better  to  surmount  this  small  difficulty  than 
to  have  different  principles  of  election  in  different 
States  ?  Of  all  the  elections  affecting  the  nation, 
none,  he  said,  so  nearly  touched  its  great  interests 
as  the  election  of  the  great  office  of  President; 
and  if  in  any  case  the  public  voice  should  be 
heard  n»>re  distinctly  than  another,  it  was  in  that 
election.    What,  he  asked,  had  been  recently  done 
at  this  place,  alluding  to  the  nomination  lately 
made?    Do  what  we  can,  said  he,  we  cannot  get 
clear  of  this,  which  Mr.  M.  admitted  to  be  an 
evil.    But  what  had  been  the  practice  in  States 
where  the  general  ticket  system  prevails?    A 
year  before  the  election,  frequently,  do  not  these 
same  States  make  a  nomination  of  Electors? 
This  is  the  consequence  of  the  general  ticket  sys- 
tem, adopted  from  choice  by  some  States,  and 
followed  by  necessity  from  others.    Although  it 
were  true,  as  had  been  stated,  that  Congress  could 
regulate  the  mode  of  choosing  Representatives,  it 
was  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  any  party  to 
change  the  mode  of  election  to  answer  any  par- 
ticular purpose,  that  he  would  make  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  in  this  respect,  to  pre- 
▼ent  such  changes  as  the  l^tes  had  made  in 


the  mode  of  electing  their  Electors.  When  par- 
ties are  nearly  balanced,  they  must  be  expegt^ 
to  calculate,  so  long  as  the  power  is  with  them, 
whether  the  change  in  this  or  that  way  will  not 
give  them  the  majority.  Mr.  M.  said  he  had 
much  rather  see  the  question  settled,  and  parties 
no  longer  geographical,  as  they  would  always  be, 
if  the  system  of  general  election  continued  to 
prevail.  There  were  some  States  in  the  Union 
which  had  never  changed  the  mode  of  electine 
Electors  or  Representatives.  What,  he  asked, 
had  been  the  consequence?  No  state  of  the  coun* 
try,  no  conduct  of  the  Government,  had  produced 
in  those  States  the  least  apparent  change  in  their 
political  complexion.  The  best  interests  of  the 
country,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  M.,  required  that 
both  clauses  of  the  proposed  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  should  be  agreed  to ;  which  would, 
as  much  as  possible,  put  it  in  the  power  of  the 
people  to  elect  the  men  whom  they  preftr.  A 
fair  canvass  never  bad  taken  place,  nor  cTer 
could  take  place,  in  voting  by  ^nerai  ticket, 
where  the  people,  instead  of  having  a  personal 
knowledge  of  those  for  whom  they  vote,  must 
take  their  characters  on  trust.  Another  rea- 
son for  fixing  an  uniform  mode  of  election  by 
the  Constitution,  was,  that  at  pesent  doubts  are 
entertained  of  the  constitutionality  of  both  modes 
of  election,  in  the  quarters  of  the  country  where 
they  respectively  occur,  4>c. 

Mr.  Lacock  remarked,  that,  from  what  had 
been  said,  there  appeared  to  be  a  general  opinion 
that  there  would  be  an  advantage  in  bringing  the 
question  nearer  the  people.  Why  was  it  thought 
necessary  that  the  people  should  have  some 
knowledge  of  him  whom  they  elect?  That  they 
might  know  him  to  be  a  faithful  man,  who  would 
vote  for  the  candidate  whom  they  preferred. 
Now,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  could  see  no  reason  why 
these  agents  should  be  employed  between  the 
people  and  their  votes.  If  they  were  dispensed 
with,  and  the  people  in  each  State  were  to  give 
in  their  votes,  (as  they  do  in  several  States  for 
their  Governors,)  these  votes  to  be  returned  to 
the  State  Executives,  and  by  them  to  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  there  would  be  no  occasion  for 
the  machinery  of  electoral  colleges,  and  of  course 
no  difficulty  in  fixing  an  uniform  mode  of  elec- 
tion. In  this  popular  mode  of  election,  Mr.  L. 
said,  there  could  be  no  fear  of  corruption.  He 
knew,  he  said,  that  it  would  be  objected  that  this 
mode  of  election  would  produce  popular  fermen- 
tation ;  but  be  denied  it.  Depend  upon  it,  said 
he,  that  if  ferment  exists  on  this  question,  it  will 
be  excited  by  the  officers  of  Government,  and 
those  connected  with  them ;  the  people  at  home 
will  remain  unmoved,  and  on  the  day  of  election 
will,  at  their  respective  polls,  soberly  and  dispas* 
sionately  decide  the  question.  Mr.  L.  then  moved 
to  recommit  the  resolution  with  instructions  to 
report  an  amendment  to  provide  for  the  election 
of  President  and  Vice  President  by  the  Electors 
of  each  State  qualified  to  vote  for  the  most  nu- 
merous branch  of  the  State  Legislatures. 

Mr.  Harpeb  said,  as  he  might  be  called  away 
by  other  business  before  this  question  was  decideu, 
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he  would  take  this  opportnDity  of  expresfting  his 
optnioo,  and  his  hope  tliat  the  motion  last  mnde 
would  not  prevail,  beeaose  it  seemed  to  taim  that 
the  principle  it  embraced  was  infinitely  less  ex- 
pedient than  that  now  on  the  table.  It  would 
have  a  tendency  to  prodace  more  anomalies  than 
now  exist  in  the  Constitution ;  to  refer  the  election 
Of  President  to  a  less  certain  rule  than  we  have 
at  present.  It  would  induce  a  great  deal  of  un- 
necessary trouble  and  vexationj  and  would  at  last 
come  to  the  same  result,  as  in  the  more  simple 
and  less  embarrassing  mode  by  the  choice  of 
EUeetors.  As  to  the  main  propc»ition  before  the 
Basate,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  was  decidedly  in  fa?or  of 
it,  for  this  general  reason ;  that  its  adoption  would 
tend  to  make  the  elections  of  President  less  a 
matter  of  juggle  and  iatrigne  than  they  now  are. 
He  would  not  say  that  it  would  have  the  effect 
of  wholly  excluding  intrigue,  of  placing  this  great 
election  on  the  footing  on  wbicn  the  great  men 
who  framed  the  Constitution  vainly  imagined 
they  were  placing  it,  of  a  free,  unbiassed  expres- 
sion of  the  public  will ;  but  he  thought  it  would 
bring  it  nearer  than  at  present.  Party  arrange- 
ments and  bargains  would  not  be  so  easy.  ]&r- 
gains  could  not  be  so  readily  struck  with  one  State 
for  this  great  office,  with  another  for  that— he 
would  not  say  as  had  been  done,  but  certainly  as 
may  be  done,  according  to  the  present  mode  of 
election.  Districting  the  States  for  Electors,  Mr. 
H.  said,  would,  in  his  judgment,  have  a  tendency 
to  render  the  Presidential  election  more  free  and 
independent;  to  remove  it  more  from  the  grasp 
of  p^rty  arrangements ;  to  prevent  bargains  be- 
tween profligate  agents,  and  the  seliiuff  of  the 
nation  for  offices  to  the  highest  bidder.  He  was, 
therefore,  decidedly  opposed  to  striking  out  that 
part  of  Che  proposition  before  the  Senate. 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Dava,  Mr.  Lacook  hav- 
JBgso  modified  his  motioB  as  to  divest  it  of  its 
peremptory  character,  and  make  it  a  motion  foT 
inquiry  merely-*- 

Mr.  Dama  said,  in  that  shape,  he  should  vote 
for  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania. He  ackaowledffed  that  if  Electors  are 
to  be  pledged  absolutely  that  they  will  give  their 
votes  for  a  particular  j)erson,  he  could  perceive 
nothing  but  a  solemn  formality  in  the  election  of 
Electors,  perfectly  unnecessary.  He  kaew  not 
why  these  men  should  be  interposed  between  the 
people  and  the  candidates,  that  they  may  have 
an  opportunity,  not  (under  the  practical  construc- 
tion of  their  office)  of  exercising  their  judgment 
in  selecting  the  fittest  men,  but  of  playing  some 
trick  on  the  people.  This  wss  a  subject,  Air.  D. 
said,  on  which  he  had  his  doubts.  As  the  views 
of  the  Convention  on  this  subject  had  been  men- 
tioned, he  said  he  would  state^  that  he  once  bad 
permission  to  examine  the  original  journals  of  the 
Convention  in  the  office  of  State;  and  it  appeared 
that,  in  regrard  to  the  election  of  President,  almost 
every  possible  mode  had  been  tried  and  rejected. 
It  was  proposed  at  fint  that  the  election  should 
be  made  by  the  National  Legislature.  This  was 
agreed  to,  but  afterwards  reconsidered.  It  was 
then  proposed  that  the  President  should  be  ohosen 


by  Electors  elected  bv  the  several  States:  this 
was  rejected.  It  was  then  proposed,  and  rejected 
also,  that  he  should  be  chosen  by  the  people. 
The  real  fact  was,  the  Convention,  in  forming  a 
government  of  which  there  was  no  model  in  his- 
tory, had  great  difficulties  to  surmount.  Projects 
of  all  kinds  were  tried,  and  none  could  succeed  to 
their  satirfaction,  on  this  partloular  point.  At 
length,  after  many  fruitless  votes  on  different  pro- 
positions, a  grand  committee  was  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject.  They  ultimalely  adopted 
the  compound  ratio  which  now  exists,  and  auded 
the  feature  of  Vice  Presidency  to  the  system.  In 
regard  to  the  latter  office,  by  way  of  itlustratiuff 
its  inutility,  and  the  manner  and  motives  by  which 
it  was  disposed  of,  he  referred  to  a  historical  fact 
from  Grecian  btMory.  On  an  occasion  in  which 
a  dispute  aroee  among  the  allied  Generals  who 
had  fought  best  on  a  certain  campaign,  and  they 
could  not  a^ree^^the  question  was  decided  by 
ballot,  on  which  two  names  were  to  be  inscribed; 
each  General  put  his  own  name  first,  and  all  put 
that  of  Themistocles  as  second  best.  Since  the 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  in  regard  to  that 
office,  Mr.  D.  said,  be  had  consideiid  the  Vice 
Presidencv  as  merely  an  item  in  the  general 
market  or  intrigue.  The  person  to  fill  it  is  al- 
ways chosen,  because  he  may  otherwise  be  a 
formidable  rival,  or  because  be  will  be  subservi- 
ent to  the  views  of  those  who  hold  the  Presidency. 
Those  who  wield  a  party  can,  by  means  of  that 
office,  say  to  a  powerful  State,  *^  here  is  yeur 
change;  we  will  eive  you  a  Vice  President  if^yon 
will  vote  our  ticket  for  President.'*  Whilst  this 
was  the  character  of  that  office,  Mr.  D.  said,  he 
would  have  none  of  it:  he  would  not  give  as 
much  compensation  to  a  Vice  President  as  to  a 
President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate;  for.  in 
point  of  character,  he  considered  it  as  one  of  the 
most  trifling  offices  in  the  Government.  So  far 
as  regarded  the  most  certain  mode  of  guarding 
aeainst  cabal  and  intrigue,  the  very  circumstance 
of  districting  a  State  for  ten  years  at  a  time,  is 
that  which  would  enable  men  to  intrigue  with 
certainty  to  a  particular  point.  To  guard  with 
certainty  against  intrigue,  the  mode  of  election 
should  be  left  uncertain.  The  whole  plan  of  dis- 
tricting the  United  States,  he  said^  was  more 
completely  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  intrigue,  bri- 
bery, and  corruption,  than  any  that  had  ever  been 
devised.  Believing  thus,  he  must  vote  against  it, 
not  taking  it  for  granted  himself  that  mere  chaoge 
will  prove  a  remedy  to  existing  difficulties.  The 
distinction  between  the  two  parties  which  form- 
erly existed,  Mr.  D.  took  occasion  to  say,  was  now, 
or  soon  would  be,  merelv  nominal.  Where  was 
the  difference  between  them  now,  he  asked,  ex- 
cept that  those  on  one  side  had  gone  beyond  the 
others,  and  the  others  had  fallen  a  little  back? 
There  might  be  a  nominal  artificial  distinction, 
but  there  was,  in  fact,  but  very  little  real  differ- 
ence. The  general  violence  and  error  of  party, 
he  said,  was  purity  itself,  compared  with  the  per- 
sonal corruption  that  we  have  to  ^uard  against — 
the  difficulty  of  preventing  which  will  be  in- 
creased rather  than  diminished  by  electing  wholly 
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Electoni,  T?hen  convenedy  ih&II  have  power,  in  caie  any 
of  those  appointed  aa  above  prescribed  shall  fail  to  at- 
tend for  the  purposes  of  their  said  appointment,  on  the 
daj  prescribed  for  giving  their  votes  for  President  and 
yice  President  of  the  United  States,  to  appoint  another 
or  others  to  act  in  the  place  of  him  or  them  so  failing 
to  attend." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  12, 
nays  20,  as  follows: 

YsjLS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry»  Bibb,  Dana,  Gail- 
lard,  Lacock,  MaMn  of  Virginia,  Roberts,  Boggles, 
Sanford,  Tait,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Daggett, 
Fromentin,  Goldsborough,  Hors^^  Howell,  Hunter, 
King,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Morrow, 
Talbot,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Tamer,  Yamom,  Wells, 
and  WiUiams. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  that  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  resolution  be  postponed  to 
the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  it  was  determined 
In  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays  14,  as  follows : 

YsAs — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bany,  Bibb,  Daggett, 
Dana,  Gaillard,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lacock, 
Mason  of  Virginia,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Talbot, 
Tait,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Fromentin, 
Goldsborough,  King,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
Morrow,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Turner,  Vamum,  and 
Williams. 


TauRsnAT,  March  21. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  abolish  the  exist- 
ing duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United 
Slates,  and  to  lay  other  duties,  in  lieu  of  those  at 
present  imposed  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spiritu- 
ous liquors,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  settling  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory 
of  Illinois,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repreaenta- 
tires,  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
on  the  subject  of  an  adjournment  of  Congress, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Massachusetts  Bible  Societies,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  entitled  '*An  act  makins  further  provision 
for  military  services  during  the  late  war,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  together  with  the  amendment 
proposed  thereto ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tal- 
bot, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  "  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
repel  invasions."  This  bill,  in  addition  to  the 
enactments  contained  in  former  laws,  provides 
that  in  ca»es  of  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  Qovern- 
ors  or  Commanders-in-Chief  in  each  State,  to  call 
forth  the  militia,  when  legally  required,  the  Pre- 


sident of  the  United  States  shall  be  authorized  to 
call  upon  any  officer  or  officers  having  command 
in  the  militia,  who  shall  forthwith  comply  with 
the  requisition,  and  detach  the  men  under  their 
command. 

After  several  unsuccessful  motions  to  amend 
and  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely,  Mr.  Mason,  of 
Virginia,  submitted  amendments  for  considera* 
tion,  and  the  bill  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

A  message  from  the  House  cf  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  liquidation  ot*  cer- 
tain claims,  and  for  other  purposes;"  al:io,  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government  and  maintaining  public 
credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture^ 
and  on  gold  and  silver  watches,"  in  which  bills 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

POST  OFFICK  K8TABU8HMENT. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  Post  Of- 
fice Establishment,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee. 
Mr.  VARNI7M  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair: 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  4th  amend- 
ment reported,  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the  3d 
section,  as  follows : 

"Sac.  3.  Andbeit/wikerenactedt  That  letters  and 
packets  to  and  from  any  member  of  the  Senate,  or 
member  or  delegate  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  Honse  of  Representativee, 
shall  be  conveyed  free  of  postsge  from  the  commence- 
ment of  every  Congress  until  the  termination  thereof, 
and  for  thirty  days  thereafter:  ProwkdaiwaySt  Thai 
no  letter  or  packet  shall  exceed  two  oonoesin  weight*' 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  23, 
nays  11,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace, 
Condit,  Daggett,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Lacock  Macon, 
Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Talbot^ 
Tait,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Williams, 
and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  Fromentin,  Goldsborough, 
Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
shhfe,  Sanford,  Taylor,  and  Wells. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  From cntiii,  to  substitute 
the  following  in  lieu  of  the  3d  section  stricken 
out: 

"  Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaeled,  That  letters 
and  packets  to  any  member  of  the  Senate,  or  member 
or  delegate  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  shall  be 
conveyed  free  of  postage  from  the  commencement  of 
every  Congress  until  the  termination  thereof,  and  for 
thirty  days  thereafter :  Provided  atufOVSt  That  no  let- 
ter or  packet  shall  exceed  two  oonoes  in  weight.*' 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  9,  naya 
34,  aa  follows: 
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Tbas — Menri.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Golda- 
borongh,  Gore,  Hunter,  King,  Sanford,  and  Tait. 

Nat* — Messrs.  Barrj,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace, 
Condtt,  Oailiaid,  HorMy,  Howell,  Lacoek,  Macon, 
Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrrw, 
Roberts,  Rnggles,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tiche- 
nor,  Tamer,  Varoom,  Wells,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

The  bill  having  been  amended  the  President 
resamed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Varitdm  reported  it 
to  the  House  accordingly. 


FridaTj  March  22. 

Mr.  Thompson  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  Middlesex  Canal,  in  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts,  praying  the  patron- 
age and  protection  of  Congress,  for  reasons  stated 
at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  afipointed  on  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Btates  as  relates  to  roads  and  canals,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Habper  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Patterson  and  Robert  Patterson,  owners  of  cer- 
tain lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Baltimore,  which 
during  the  late  war  were  injured  by  the  erection 
of  batteries,  intrenchments,  and  other  works^for 
defensive  operations  thereon,  and  praying  remu- 
neration for  the  loss  and  injury  by  them  sustained, 
as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Commitee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Thompson  presented  the  petitions  of  son- 
dry  iohabiiauts  of  the  Stale  of  New  Hampshire, 
against  the  transportation  of  the  mail  on  the  Sab- 
bath ;  and  the  petitions  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  the  22d  of  December 
on  similar  petitions  from  Pennsylvania,  to  con- 
aider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  liquidation  of 
certain  claims,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read 
the  second  time^  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal  the  act  en- 
titled *An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Government,  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  bv  laying  duties  on  house- 
hold furniture,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National 
Currency. 

Mr.  Brown  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  establishing  a 
port  of  delivery  at  the  town  of  Bayou  St.  John. 

Mr.  RuooLBs,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  to  alter  the 
road  laid  out  from  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the 
river  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  the  western  line  of 
the  Connecticut  Reserve  ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Oiiio  to  sell  a  cer- 
tain part  of  a  tract  of  land  reserved  for  the  use  of 
that  State;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading; 


The  Senate  resamed  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  aet 
making  further  provision  for  military  services 
during  the  late  war,  and  for  other  purposes,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendment  proposed  thereto; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tai«bot,  the  considera- 
tion thereof  was  further  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  an  adjournment;  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Sanpord,  the  resolution  last 
mentioned  was  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  DAOorrr,  Horbbt,  and 
Macon,  be  the  committee  on  their  part 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Erastns  Loomis ;"  and  it 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  estab- 
lish the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  reserved 
for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  allowed  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  Con- 
tinental Establishment,  was  further  postponed  un- 
til Monday  next. 

On  his  motion,  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  relating  to  the  claims  of  ths 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  State 
and  Continental  Establishment,  for  bounty  lands, 
was  also  further  postponed  until  Monday  next« 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Sampord,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  concerning  certain  advances  made  for 
the  public  service  by  the  city  of  New  York,  was 
further  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Holker,  formerly  Consul  General  of 
France  to  the  United  States;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, "Shall  this  bill  be  engro>8ed  and  read  a 
third  time?"  It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  dividing  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  into 
two  judicial  districts,  was  further  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  concerning  the  District  of  Columbia, 
was  further  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Massachusetts  Bible  Socie- 
ties," and  on  the  question,  "  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  lime?"  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil* 
liam  Gamble,  praying  additional  compensation 
for  his  services  as  inspector  of  the  customs  in  the 
district  of  Niagara,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  me- 
morial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ml.  Vabk  VM  presented  the  memorial  of  Josepk 
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Bitrqaand,  collector  of  the  revenae  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Newbaryport,  praying  an  increase  of 
compeosatioQ  for  his  services,  as  slated  in  the 
memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National 
Currency. 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Reiohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
he  requested  to  osnse  infermatien  to  be  laid  befon  the 
Beaate  in  rdation  to  sncfa  prooeediafs  as  have  been 
had  for  completing  an  accurate  chart  of  the  coasts 
within  the  extent  of  twenty  leagaes  from  any  part  of 
the  stransof  the  United  8tetes,  and  in  relation  to  each 
examinations  and  obserratione  as  may  hare  been  made 
With  respect  to8t.G«oite's  Baak»  and  any  ether  bank 
or  shoal,  and  the  soundings  and  cnrrente  beyond  snch 
distance  to  the  Onlf  Stream,  in  ponoance  of  the  act 
of  the  10th  of  Febmary,  1807^  entitled  «<  An  Act  to 
provide  for  sonrejiag  the  coasts  of  the  United  Stetes." 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  Act  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States," 
reported  it  without  amendment ;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  further  consideration  there- 
ei  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for,  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  a  select  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  payment 
of  specie  hf  the  several  banks  within  the  District 
of  Colombia. 

[This  bill  provides  that  if  any  bank  or  banking 
oompany  in  the  District  of  Colombia  shall  re- 
fuse, after  the  first  day  of  Janoary  next,  to  pay 
ite  notes  or  cheeks  with  specie,  by  summary  pro- 
cess, judgment,  and  execution  may  be  obuined 
against  them  by  tlie  holder,  with  twelve  percent, 
interest  from  the  time  of  such  failure  or  refusal, 
to  pay  such  not^s  in  specie,  dbc.  But  this  rem- 
edy shall  not  be  used  by  any  bank,  or  bank  agent, 
is  a  remedy  againet  another  bank.] 

INCREASE  OF  SALARIES. 

Mr.  FBOMfiMTrN,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  sttlipject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  providing 
for  the  increase  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of 
Qovernment  therein  mentioned,  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  report  and  bill  are  as  follows : 

The  eoMmiltee  sppointed  to  inqnire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  incrsasing  the  salaries  of  mil  the  offiosrs  of 
Government,  beg  leave  to  report — 

That,  from  the  most  thorough  investigstien  by  them 
bestowed  on  the  subject  rsferred  to  &em,  they  can 
have  no  hesitetion  in  recommending  an  increase  of 
salary  to  all  the  o£Beers  of  GoTemment  mentioned  in 
the  bill  which  accompanies,  and  which  they  pray  may 
be  considered  ss  part  of  this  their  report  By  contrast- 
ing the  prices  of  sll  the  necessaries  of  life  at  the  time 
at  which  the  sslaries  of  the  officers  of  Croverament  were 
first  fixed  with  the  prices  now  to  be  given  for  the  same 
necessary  articles,  your  committee  are  satisfied  that  the 
expenses  of  living  have  been  increased  in  a  proportion 
much  greater  than  the  increase  contemplated  in  the 
bill  now  submitted  to  the  Senate.  At  the  same  time, 
lM«fore,  that  they  wsee  psvsoaded  an  additSon  was  to 


be  nrnde  to  the  ssjsries  of  the  officers  of  Govemmenty 
they  entertained  donbte  as  to  the  aaMMint  of  aogmenti^ 
tion  whidi  it  might  be  proper  for  them  to  rsoommend, 
having  a  doe  regard  both  to  the  necesutiss  of  the  «ffi> 
cers  to  be  provided  fevt  and  to  the  principles  ef  e  wioa 
and  prudent  eosnemy-  From  these  donbte  yoor  oo«h 
mittee  feel  themselves  relieved  by  the  orincrple  of 
augmentation  esteblished  in  the  act  lateQr  passed  to 
change  the  mode  of  compensating  the  members  of 
Congress. 

From  the  year  1790,  when  the  Government  first 
went  into  operation,  to  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  Con- 
gress, it  appears,  by  e  reference  to  the  jonmals,  that 
Congress  nave  been  in  session  four  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  fi»rty-eight  days ;  whidk  number  of  days,  di- 
vided by  twenty-six,  the  whole  number  of  years  whidi 
have  elapsed  from  the  beginning  of  the  fin:  to  the  end 
of  the  thirteenth  Congress,  gives  for  eadi  year  an  avM^ 
age  number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  days  and  % 
Unction  during  whieh  Congress  have  been  in  ssssion, 
without  making  any  mention  of  the  additioBel  number 
of  daye  daring  which  the  Senate  have  been  oressisn 
ally  called  opon  to  sit  en  Executive  business. 

Had  the  compensation  of  members  of  Congress  then 
been,  as  it  now  is,  at  the  rate  of  ^1,600  per  eanuas, 
instead  of  six  doUais  per  day,  they  would  have  received 
nine  dollars  and  a  fraction,  making  the  increase  to  their 
salaiy,  as  fixed  by  the  act  to  change  the  mode  of  ooni* 
pensating  the  members  of  Congress,  about  fifty  per 
cent,  over  the  sum  at  which  it  was  originally  fixed  in 
the  year  1790;  an  increase,  however,  stiU  reduced 
somewhat  below  fifty  per  cent.,  as  no  alteration  has 
taken  place  in  the  mileage. 

Fiity  per  cent,  then,  being  about  the  increase  made 
by  Congress  to  the  compensation  of  their  own  mem- 
bers, may  be  fetrty  considered  as  the  stendard  by  which 
the  salaries  of  die  officers  of  Government  ought  to  be 
now  regulated;  and  the  committee  woidd  have  i^ 
potted  to  you  e  resolution  to  that  efieet,  had  tlsne  been 
no  occasional  increase  of  salaiy  to  scmbo  of  dm  offioesa 
whose  compensation  was  originally  fixed  m  the  year 
1790,  and  had  there  not  been  aeveiml  efltose  oseiatod 
since  with  rather  moro  ade^ate  aalarios. 

These  cireomstanoes  prsclode,  on  the  part  of  the 
committee,  the  possibility  of  a  oompliaace  with  a  strict 
adherence  to  the  principle  of  increase  in  eveiy  case  in 
absolutely  the  same  exact  proportion.  Your  committee 
were  further  induced  to  sacrifice  unimportant  fraetiona 
to  the  advantage  resulting  from  adopting  a  mode  of 
compensation  amounting  to  a  round  sum.  With  this 
▼lew  of  the  subject  refemd  to  them,  and  without  losing 
altogether  sight  of  the  principle  adopted  by  Congress  in 
the  act  providing  for  the  increase  of  their  own  compen- 
sation, your  committee  beg  leave  to  add  that,  except 
in  a  few  cases,  where,  from  the  considerations  above 
mentioned,  they  have  reported  below  the  increase  of 
fifty  per  cent.,  they  hevo  father  generally  gone  beyond 
thim  remained  below  the  principle  of  an  increase  «f 
^iiy  per  ceat.,to  the  salaries  as  they  wen  originaVy 
fixed  in  the  year  1790. 


A  Bill  providing  for  the  incroase  of  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  of  Government  therein 


Be  it  maetedt  6y  the  SetuUe  and  Himnof  Rrnn-^ 
HniaHvu  of  ike  United  Siaiee  of  Ameriea  m  Cm^ 
gnn  a$9embledt  That,  in  lieu  of  the  salaries  formeriy 
allowed  to  the  officers  of  Government  mentioned  in 
act,  there  shall  be  allowed  to  then  from  the  Ist 
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day  of  Janaarj,  1816,  the  foIlowiDg  anDiial 
payable  quarterlj,  at  the  Treatarj  of  the  United  Statea, 
la  wit: 

To  the  Secretary  of  Stete      ....  $6,000 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaavy  ...  6,000 

To  the  Secretary  of  War       ....  6,000 

To  the  SeereUiy  of  the  Navy        -        -        *•  6,000 

To  the  Attorney  General       ....  4,000 

To  the  Comptroller 4,000 

To  the  Postmaater  General   ....  4,000 

To  the  Auditor 8,600 

To  the  Treaaumr %600 

To  the  Commiaaioner  of  the  General  Land  8,500 

Office 3,600 

To  the  Conuniaaioner  of  the  Revenue     -        -  3,600 

To  the  Re^iater 3,600 

To  the  Accountant  of  War  ....  3,000 

To  the  Accountant  of  the  Navy    ...  3,000 

To  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army      ...  8,000 

To  the  Governon  of  the  aereral  Territories    -  2,600 

To  the  Secretaries  of  the  several  Territories    -  1,600 
To  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  and  Envoy  £k- 
traordinary  to  the  Courta  of  Paris,  London, 

and  St.  Peterthurff 18,000 

To  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  and  Envoy  Ez- 

traordinaiy  to  any  other  Court  ...  9,000 

To  a  Miniater  resident 7,600 

To  a  Charge  des  Affaires  ....  6^600 
To  a  Secretary  of  Legation  .  •  «  .  3,600 
To  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  SUtes  -  6,000 
To  the  Aaaodate  Justiees  of  the  Snpvaae  Court  6,600 
To  the  Chief  Jastiee  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia    8,000 

To  the  associate  justices  of  the  District  of  Co* 

lumbia 2,600 

To  the  district  judge  for  the  district  of  Maine  1,600 

To  the  district  judge  ibr  New  Hampshire       -  1,600 

To  the  district  judge  for  Vermont  ...  1,600 

To  the  district  judge  for  Msssachusetts  -        •  2,000 

To  the  district  judge  for  Rhode  Island   -        -  1,600 

To  the  district  judge  for  Connecticut     -        -  1,600 

To  the  district  judges  for  New  York,  each      -  2,000 

To  the  districtjudge  for  New  Jersey      -        -  1,600 

To  the  district  judge  for  Pennsylvania  •        -  2,000 

To  the  district  judge  for  Delawaie         -        •  1,600 

To  the  district  judge  for  Maryland         -        -  2,600 

To  the  districtjudge  for  Virginia  •        -        -  2,000 

To  the  district  judge  for  Kentucky         •        -  2,000 

To  the  districtjudge  for  Tennessee                -  tfiHO 

To  the  district  judge  for  Ohio         -        -        -  1^0 

To  the  district  judge  for  North  Carolina        •  2/MH> 

To  the  district  judge  for  South  Carolina        -  2,000 

To  the  diatrietjudge  for  Georgia   •        •        -  2,000 

To  the  districtjudge  for  Louisiana        -        -  8,600 

To  the  judges  of  the  several  Territories,  each  -  1,500 

To  the  Secietary  of  the  Senate      -        -        •  2,600 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  RepresMitativfla  2,600 

To  the  principal  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Soore* 

Ury  of  the  Senate 1,760 

To  each  of  the  engrossing  clerks  in  the  office 

of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate    ...  1,600 
To  the  principal  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk 

of  the  House  of  Representatives          -        •  1,760 
To  each  of  the  engrouing  clerks  in  the  office 

of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  1,600 
To  the  Chaplain  to  the  Senate,  at  the  rate  of 

91,000  per  annum. 
To  the  Chaplain  to  the  House  of  Represeata- 

tisas^  at  the  rata  of  $1,000  par  annum. 


POST  OFFICE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  reg- 
ulate the  Post  Office  Establish ment.'* 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  following,  u  a 
sabstitote  for  the  third  section,  stricken  out : 

Sio.  3.  And  be  it  fvrtier  enaeUd,  That  letters  and 
packets  to  and  from  any  member  of  the  Senate,  or 
member  or  delegate  of  the  House  of  Representativea 
of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and 
Clerk  of  the  Houae  of  Representatives,  shall  be  con* 
veyed  free  of  postage  for  tnirtv  days  previous  to  each 
aession  of  Congress,  and  for  thirty  dars  aftsr  the  ter- 
mination thereof :  Provided  ahoay$f  That  no  letter  or 
packet  ahall  exceed  two  ounces  in  weight ;  and  in  case 
of  exceas  of  weight,  that  excesi  alone  shall  be  paid  for. 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  19( 
nays  6,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentint 
Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Harper,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Ma- 
son of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Talbot, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Wel^  and  Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Con^t,  Maoon,  Roberti,  Tumor, 
Varnum,  and  Wibon. 

Sundry  other  amendments  bavinj?  been  agreed 
tOjOn  motion,  by  Mr.  Macon,  the  bui  was  recom- 
mitted to  Messrs.  Wilson,  Kobbrts,  Morrow. 
Chacb,  and  Tbohpson,  further  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 


Monday,  March  2$. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Carrency,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Wiliet  Coles,  made  re- 
port thereon,  together  with  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  laaTo  to  with- 
draw his  petition. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Brown  asked  and  obtained  ieare  to  bring 
in  a  bill  establishing  a  port  of  deiirery  at  the  town 
of  Bayou  St.  John ;  and  the  bill  was  i«ad,  aad 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Cbaor,  from  the  Committee  on  Financt 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency*  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  and  John  Clifford,  JBHisba  Fisher 
and  Company,  Thomas  Clifford  aqd  Son,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment.  He  also  mada  a 
report  in  relation  thereto,  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  14th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Financial  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  expedi* 
encv  of  proTiding  by  law  for  the  angoientatioa 
of  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  ConrC 
of  the  United  States;  and  on  motion,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  nntli  the  first 
Monday  in  July  next. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Presidtot  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  alter  the  road  laid  out  from  the  foot 
of  the  rapids  of  the  river  Miami  of  Lake  Brie^  to 
the  western  line  of  the  Connecticut  Reserre,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Legtaiatura  of  the 
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State  of  Ohio  to  sell  a  certain  part  of  a  tract  of 
land  reserved  for  the  use  of  that  State,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  hili  providing  for  the  increase  of  the  sala- 
ries of  the  officers  of  Government  therein  men- 
tioned, was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  provide  more  eflfectuallv  for  the 
payment  of  specie  by  the  several  banas  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  was  read  the  second 
time.  , 

Mr.  Barboi7R  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Stubblefield  and  Roswell  Lee,  superintendents  of 
the  armories  of  the  United  States  established  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  at 
Springfield,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  pray- 
ing an  increase  of  compensation  as  stated  in  the 
petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  placing  certain  persons 
00  the  list  of  navy  pensioners ;'' also,  a  bill  enti- 
tled **An  act  for  organizing  the  general  staff,  and 
makinff  further  provision  for  tne  Army  of  the 
United  States  j"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
**An  act  to  limit  the  right  of  appeal  from  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they 
reouest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned,  and  concurred  thereon. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Massachusetts  Bible  Societies,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Holker,  formerly 
Consul  General  of  France  to  the  United  States, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
a  system  of  navigation  for  the  United  States,  and 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

THE  NATIONAL  BANK  BILL. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
ipcorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  The  first  section  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Campbell  stated,  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  that  whilst  this  bill  was  before 
that  committee,  amendments  had  been  proposed 
to  it.  but,  though  a  majority  of  the  committee 
had  been  of  opinion  that  the  bill  required  amend- 
ment, as  they  did  not  entirely  concur  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  amendments,  they  had  determined 
to  report  the  bill  without  amendment.  He  was 
one,  be  said,  who  considered  the  bill  defective. 
It  had  been  his  intention  to  have  this  day  sub- 
mitted his  views  of  the  bill,  and  to  have  moved 
amendments  to  it  accordingly ;  but  the  state  of 
Ilia  health  would  not  permit  him  at  this  time  to 


perform  that  duty.  He  should  therefore  leave 
the  bill  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  Senate  in  such 
way  as  the  Senate  might  think  proper,  re5erving 
to  himself  the  right  at  some  future  moment  to 
give  his  views  of  the  bill,  &c. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to 
strike  out  five,  the  proportion  of  specie  to  be  paid 
in  at  the  time  of  subscription,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
to  insert  ten ;  the  effect  of  which  motion  would 
be  to  make  the  whole  amount  of  specie  paid  in  at 
the  time  of  subscription  $2,800,000,  instead  of 
91,400,000.  The  two  great  objects  proposed  by 
the  friends  of  this  bill,  he  said,  were — 1st,  to  re- 
lease the  country  from  the  mass  of  spurious  paper 
which  was  said  to  be  the  circulating  medium; 
2dly,  to  aid  the  Government  in  its  finances.  To 
effect  the  first  object,  the  bank  must  commence 
its  operations  in  specie^  To  enable  it  to  do  this, 
he  proceeded  to  show,  that  in  his  view  a  larger 
proportion  of  specie  was  necessary  to  the  first 
payment.  The  United  States  stock  subscribablc 
and  payable  at  the  same  time,  to  the  amount 
of  seven  millions,  would,  he  said,  be  no  more 
aid  to  the  bank  in  discounting  with  a  view  to 
redeeming  its  notes  with  specie,  than  would  so 
many  bank  bills.  The  amount  of  $1,400,000 
in  specie,  divided  among  the  different  braochea 
which  he  presumed  would  be  immediately  estab* 
iished,  would,  he  argued,  be  insufficient  for  aoy 
operation  whatever.  Let  the  bank  issue  paper 
sufficient  to  produce  any  effect,  and  the  specie  in 
its  vaults  would  be  instantly  withdrawn  from 
them;  twenty-five  davs  would  be  sufficient  for 
that  purpose.  In  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and 
the  District  of  Columbia,  he  said,  the  notes  of  the 
bank  would  be  seized  on  by  every  individual  who 
has  any  occasion  for  specie,  d^.— the  bank,  then, 
to  be  safe,  would  be  able  to  issue  no  more  paper 
than  to  the  amount  of  its  specie  paid  in.  'Vyould 
such  an  issue,  he  asked,  serve  to  reform  the  cur- 
rency, or  give  the  Government  any  aid  in  its 
finances  7  It  might  be  said,  the  bank  would  com- 
roence  operations  slowly  and  with  caution ;  but, 
Mr.  M.  said  any  man  acquainted  with  the  insti- 
tution of  banks  knows  that  the  sum  first  paid  in 
is  neariy  all  that  the  stockholders  ever  pay.  The 
bank  would  continue  in  operation  forever,  he 
said,  without  taking  from  the  stockholders  any 
considerable  sum  more  than  the  first  instalment^ 
for.  as  far  as  the  bank  discounted,  the  second  in- 
stalment would  be  paid  into  the  bank  with  specie 
of  the  first  instalment,  dbc.  This  was  a  positioa 
so  fully  supported  by  all  experience,  that  he  pre- 
sumed it  would  not  be  denied.  For  its  specie 
capital,  then,  the  bank  must  depend  principallr 
on  the  amount  first  paid  in:  the  bank  might  sell 
some  stock,  d&c.,  to  obtain  specie,  but  the  direct 
bringing  In  of  specie  would  not  be  much  after  the 
first  instalment.  The  sum  of  $2800,000  was  not 
a  large  instalment  to  be  first  paid  in  en  a  capital 
of  thirty-five  millions,  and,  according  to  the  state- 
ments of  gentlemen,  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  obtaining  the  necessary  amount  of  specie  to 
make  the  first  payment.  He  concluded  by  say- 
ine  that  his  motion,  if  adopted,  would  esseotiallf 
aid  the  bank  in  commencing  its  operations,  aod  io- 
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crease  its  effect  ia  reforminff  the  circalation  of 
the  country,  as  far  as  this  bill  cao  have  that 
effect. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  supported  this  motiou. 
Before  he  proceeded  to  make  auy  remarks  on  the 
motion,  he  touched  upon  a  question  preliminary 
in  its  character,  and  which  he  regarded  as  of  great 
importance,  inasmuch  as  it  superseded  all  detail, 
and,  if  decided  affirmatiyely,  rendered  it  utterly 
unless  to  discuss  the  details  of  the  bill.  Advert- 
in|;  to  the  discussion  which  bad  taken  place  in 
this  House  on  late  occasions  in  regard  to  public 
opinion,  be  said  that  public  opinion,  well  defined 
and  understood,  the  well  ccfnsidered  iudgment  of 
the  majority  of  the  nation,  no  one  doubted,  was 
entitled  to  profound  respect  from  this  House. 
Public  opinion,  he  said,  was  not  so  embodied,  not 
cast  into  such  a  shape,  that  much  confidence 
could  be  placed  in  that  argument  on  the  subiect 
of  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank.  Yet, 
he  said,  public  opinion  does  exist;  and  where  it 
is  relative  to  Constitutional  questions  of  great 
municipal  law,  it  may  be  relied  on  as  authority. 
The  Legislative  power  of  the  nation  was  placed 
in  two  separate  branches ;  public  opinion  in  favor 
of  this  distribution  of  it  was  so  general  and  strong 
that  no  educated  man  in  the  nation  could  doubt 
it.  It  was,  therefore,  not  only  a  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  but  unquestionably  the  decision  of 
public  opinion,  that,  upon  any  measure  fit  to  be 
made  a  law,  the  discussion  on  all  its  provisions 
ought  to  be  subjected  to  separate  examination  in 
the  separate  branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  that 
the  decision  of  one  branch  should  not  operate  to 
preclude  a  re-examination  by  the  other;  that  each 
Dranch  of  the  Legislature  should  deliberate  on  any 
measure  which  has  passed  the  other  branch,  with 
the  same  freedom  as  if  the  bill  had  originated  in 
that  House.  The  subject  now  under  considera- 
tion, Mr.  K.  went  on  to  say.  was  a  most  important 
measure,  and  had  passed  tne  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  Those  very  considerations,  rather 
than  forbidding,  demanded  a  peculiar  and  cir- 
cumspect examination  of  the  bill  in  this  branch 
of  the  Legislature.  It  may,  for  example,  have 
fortuitously  passed  the  other  House.  Care  ought 
to  be  taken  that  it  do  not  in  like  manner  fortu- 
itousljr  pass  the  Senate.  The  smalloess  of  the 
majority  in  the  other  House,  the  possibility  of  its 
varying,  d&c,  instead  of  being  reasons  for  hurry- 
ing over  this  bill,  were  reasons  why  it  should  be 
examined  more  freely.  If  this  reasoning  were 
not  true,  the  Constitution  and  public  opinion 
were  equally  wrong ;  the  Legislature  should  con- 
sist of  but  one  branch.  He  was  not,  therefore, 
permitted  to  doubt,  he  said,  that  the  Senate,  dis- 
regarding the  suggestion,  that  possibly  the  bill 
might  fail  on  being  again  brought  blefore  the 
other  House  by  amendments  from  this  House, 
would  decide  according  to  the  obligations  of  their 
stations  here,  and  with  an  unbiassed  regard  to 
their  fitness  on  such  amendments  as  should  be 
proposed ;  leaving  the  responsibility  for  the  con- 
sequences of  a  performatfce  of  their  duty,  where, 
by  the  Constitution,  it  oqght  to  rest.  These  sug- 
gestions flowed  from  ac^  apprehension,  on  the 


part  of  Mr.  K.,  that,  although  the  question  was 
surrounded  with  difficulties,  the  Senate  would  be 
urged  to  pass  the  bill  without  amendment,  lest,oa 
its  return  to  the  House,  if  the  Senate  did  its  duly 
by  amending  it,  the  bill  would  fail.  Mr.  K.  then 
turned  his  attention  to  the  bill,  which,  he  said, 
was  imperfect  in  its  provisions  in  the  view  which 
any  gentleman  might  take  of  it,  as  could  be 
easily  shown.  The  particular  proposition  now 
before  the  Senate  though  important,  he  said,  was 
not  IBS  much  so  as  other  points  in  the  bill.  But 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  had  con- 
clusively shown  that  one  and  a  half  millions  was 
the  greatest  extent  to  which,  as  it  now  stood,  the 
bank  could  safely  isiue  on  a  specie  system.  Illus- 
trating his  view  of  the  subject  by  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  the  process,  he  said,  that  the  first  dis- 
counts of  the  bank  being  necessarily  to  those 
most  pressed  by  the  State  l>anks,  the  proceeds  of 
the  discounts  would  immediately  find  their  way 
into  the  vaults  of  the  Stale  banks,  &rc.  Under 
this  view,  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  would  be 
a  sum  entirely  too  small  wherewith  to  enter  into 
competition  with  the  existing  banks.  If  the  is- 
sues of  the  bank  exceeded  the  specie  paid  in,  the 
first  process  would  be,  immediately  to  transfer 
the  specie  from  the  general  bank  to  the  local 
banks;  if  the  bank  confined  its  discounts  wilhiii 
that  sum,  its  agency  would  be  very  limited  in- 
deed, d&c.  Connected  with  this  subject,  Mr.  K. 
said,  was  another  idea,  which  perhaps  it  would 
be  premature  now  to  enlarge  on ;  which  was,  that 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  as  he  un- 
derstood them,  the  bank  need  not,  may  not,  will 
not,  be  a  specie  bank ;  the  very  circumstances 
already  suggested  would  compel  the  bank  to  be- 
come a  paper  bank,  to  issue  a  paper  that  will  not 
command  s]>ecie.  This,  then,  should  be  an  ad- 
ditional motive  to  the  Senate  to  increase  the 
amount  of  the  specie  payment,  that  the  bank  may 
be  enabled  to  avoid  such  a  state  of  its  affairs  as 
would  compel  it  to  become  a  paper  bank,  dbc. 
With  these  views  Mr.  K.  hoped  the  Senate  would 
agree  to  the  amendment  proposed. 

Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  rose  to  oppose  the  amend- 
ment. Feeble  as  he  was,  he  said,  nothing  less 
than  the  most  imperious  obligations  of  public 
duty  could  have  brought  him  to  the  Senate.  But, 
believing,  as  he  did,  that  the  adoption  of  any 
amendment  whatever  to  the  bill  would  certainly 
endanger  or  defeat  its  passage,  and  that  upon  its 
fate  depended,  more  than  on.  any  other  measure 
to  which  the  attention  of  Congress  could  be  drawn 
at  this  moment,  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
country,  he  felt  bound,  unmindful  of  the  conse- 
quences, to  make  a  great  effort  to  aid,  with  his 
vote  at  least,  the  progress  of  the  bill.  He  regret- 
ted exceedingly  the  physical  incapacity  which 
would  prevent  him  from  laying  before  the  Senate 
at  large  his  views  of  the  question,  which,  how- 
ever, he  proceeded  to  assign  as  far  as  he  was  able. 
It  appeared  to  him,  he  said,  impossible  for  a  states- 
man, in  the  habit  of  contemplating  national  ques- 
tions, and  considering  cause  and  effect,  not  to 
look  at  the  present  condition  of  the  country  with 
apprehension  and  alarm.    By  a  combination  oi 
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circumstances  not  necessarj  to  be  enumerated, 
one  of  the  leading  objects  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  was  at  this  moment  lost  to 
the  nation.  Whether  it  should  be  finally  lost  to 
the  nation,  or  should  be  recovered,  would  depend, 
in  all  human  probability,  on  the  conduct  of  the 
Senate  on  this  occasion.  To  enable  the  Gov- 
ernment to  fulfil  its  engagements  to  the  public 
creditors,  to  restore  confidence  among  the  citizens 
of  the  country  in  regard  to  pecuniary  transactions, 
to  prevent  anything  but  gold  and  silver  from  be- 
ing a  legal  tender,  to  maintain  the  obligation  of 
contracts,  were,  he  said,  the  leading  objects  which 
produced  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  The 
regulation  of  the  general  currency  of  the  country, 
without  which  the  attainment  of  these  great  ob- 
jects is  impracticable,  is,  said  Mr.  B.,  at  this  mo- 
ment wrested  from  the  hands  of  the  Government 
by  petty  corporations  and  swindling  individuals 
tnrou^hout  the  community.  This,  he  said,  is  the 
abject  condition  of  our  affairs.  Could  any  honor- 
able Senator  reconcile  it  to  his  conscience  to 
leave  his  seat  at  the*  present  session,  without 
making  an  effort,  a  great  effort,  to  reform  the  na- 
tional currency,  to  regain  the  power  over  it  which 
'We  have  lost?  The  country  was  rich  in  resources, 
its  people  in  individual  means;  and  yet  both  the 
country,  and  individuals,  were  unequal  to  meet 
their  engagements  honestly  and  faithfully ;  and. 
fiot  only  so,  but  the  Government  was  compelled 
to  legalize  that  species  of  swindling  by  which  the 
important,  necessary  power  of  sovereignty,  the 
regulation  of  the  currency  of  the  country  was 
titken  from  the  Government.  It  was  unnecessary, 
he  said,  to  recapitulate  the  cause  which  had  pro- 
duced this  state  of  things,  but  he  did  verily  be- 
lieve, that,  unless  the  present  Congress  should 
take  some  efficient  measure  to  compel  the  re- 
sumption of  payment  of  specie,  it  was  extremely 
doubtful  whether  it  ever  would  be  done.  He 
CiBilled  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  acts  of 
the  State  governments ;  scarcely  a  session  passed 
in  which  bank  charters  were  not  granted  by  them 
to  the  amount  of  millions — and,  as  the  influence 
of  these  State  banks  increased,  so  did  the  diffi- 
cultjr  of  legislatinff  on  this  subject.  Mr.  B.  then 
considered  the  subject  in  other  points  of  view. 
At  the  present  moment,  he  said,  the  people  in  the 
Eastern  States  pay  the  revenue  to  the  United 
Btates  in  Treasury  notes;  but  the  Secretary  of 
ttie  Treasury  was  making  a  great  effort  to  call  in 
that  species  of  paper.  When  that  object  was  ac- 
complished, what  would  be  the  situation  of  the 
£iastern  States?  Whilst  other  quarters  of  the 
country  were  paying  their  taxes  in  paper,  those 
banks  must  either  pay  in  paper  as  valuable  as 
specie,  or  in  specie  itself;  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence must  be,  that  the  banks  of  that  part  of  the 
country  must  follow  the  example  of  all  the  other 
banks.^  All  the  banks  in  the  country  would  then 
be  united  against  a  return  to  specie  paymenL 
So  far  as  he  had  heard,  Mr.  B.  said  that  the  opin- 
ion of  a  large  majority  of  the  Senate  was,  that 
some  course  of  measures  should  be  adopted  for 
the  remedy  of  the  evil ;  the  only  question  was  as 
to  the  mode.    He  had  heard  but  two  modes  pro- 


posed ;  the  one,  to  declare  by  law  that  aAer  a  cer- 
tain day  the  paper  of  those  oanks  refusing  to  pay 
specie  should  not  be  receivable  in  dues  to  the 
Government;  the  other,  to  establish  a  National 
Bank.  The  first  plan,  he  said,  was  impracticable ; 
the  people  cannot  pay  what  they  cannot  get — be- 
sides, that  such  a  measure  would  cause  a  combi- 
nation of  the  banks,  too  strong  for  the  Grovern- 
ment  to  overpower.  Mr.  B.  said  he  would  go 
further ;  he  believed  a  large  majority  of  the  Sen- 
ate had  declared  themselves  in  favor  of  a  National 
Bank;  that  they  had  made  up  their  minds  that  it 
was  the  best  possible  means  of  restoring  the  coun- 
try to  the  old  state  of  things.  Now,  he  asked, 
whether,  on  a  question  of  mere  detail,  they  ouf  ht 
to  risk  the  loss  of  an  object  so  important  as  tnis 
bill  ?  Mr.  B.  asserted  to  the  Senate,  and  he  said 
he  would  justify  the  ground,  that,  although  this 
bill  might  not  be  per&ct,  he  should  vote  against 
every  amendment  of  every  character;  justined  in 
so  doing  by  the  importance  of  the  passage  of  the 
bill.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York 
had  strongly  inveighed  against  such  a  course. 
Mr.  B.  intimated  that  it  was  precisely  the  coarse 
the  gentleman  himself  had  taken  on  the  question 
of  the  Direct  Tax  at  a  former  session.  It  had 
been  then  admitted  that  amendments  proposed 
would  make  the  bill  more  perfect ;  but  their  re- 
jection was  justified  on  the  ground  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  bill,  and  the  probability  that  an  agree- 
ment to  the  amendments  might  occasion  the 
rejection  of  the  bill  on  its  return  to  the  other 
House.  That  was  a  correct  course,  Mr.  B.  said, 
and  that  course  he  should  now  pursue.  He  also 
referred  to  a  precedent  of  higher  authority — the 
recommendation  of  the  Convention  who  framed 
the  Constitution,  to  the  people,  that,  although 
susceptible  of  amendment  to  advantage,  the  Con- 
stitution should  be  accepted  as  it  stood,  lest,  by 
the  collision  of  opinion  on  amendments,  it  should 
be  lost.  The  Constitution  had  been  accordingly 
so  accepted,  and  subsequently  amended  by  adding 
to  it  new  sections.  Mr.  B.  was  against  all  amend- 
ments to  the  bill.  In  regard  to  this  particular 
feature  of  the  bill,  it  could  not.  in  any  view,  be  of 
sufficient  importance  to  justify  endangering  the 
bill.  He  denied  the  justice  of  the  intimation 
that  this  was  not  to  be  a  specie  bank.  Substan- 
tiallV)  he  said,  it  possessed  all  the  features  of  the 
old  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  plan  of  which 
gentlemen  had  so  highly  approved;  with  the  ad- 
dition of  several  important  checks  not  contained 
in  the  plan  of  that  bank,  the  nature  of  which  Mr. 
B.  explained.  He  vindicated  some  of  the  princi- 
pal features  of  this  bill,  to  which,  on  either  hand, 
objections  had  been  made,  particularly  that  which 
gave  the  appointment  of  nve  of  the  directors  to 
the  (government — which  was  due  to  the  interest 
of  the  Government  in  the  bank,  as  well  on  ac- 
count of  its  stock,  as  of  the  necessary  attention  to 
the  security  of  its  depcsites.  As  to  its  not  being 
a  specie  bank,  if  the  control  of  the  Government 
was  as  powerful  as  he  considered  it,  it  would  be 
the  fault  of  the  Government  alone  if  it  were  not 
a  specie  bank.  We  must  suppose  the  Govern- 
ment and  tbe  people  themseives  corrupted,  before 
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you  soppose  that  it  will  not  be  a  specie  bank, 
with  toe  aid  of  all  tbe  Eastern  banks,  beiniif,  be- 
sides, the  depository  of  tbe  revenue  of  the  United 
States,  and  thus  having  all  the  State  banks  debt- 
ors to  it,  how  could  the  State  banks  destroy  it? 
Congress  miffht  additionally  provide  that,  at  some 
distant  day,  the  notes  uf  banks  not  paying  specie, 
should  cease  to  be  received  in  payment  of  dues  to 
the  Government.  d:4;.-*-«t  some' distant  day,  he 
said,  for  be  was  not  for  destroying  or  injuring  tbe 
State  banks,  dbc.  Mr.  B.  concluded  his  speech 
by  expressing  his  hope  that  the  Senate  would  not 
agree  to  any  amendment  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  next  took  the  floor, 
and  opposed  the  proposed  amendment  in  a  speech 
of  considerable  length,  of  which  what  follows  is 
but  an  outline.    He,  too,  like  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  considered  the  question  of  bank  or  no 
bank  as  the  most  important  that  could  be  pre- 
sented to  tbe  National  Legislature  at  this  session. 
The  rejection  of  this  bill,  be  believed,  would  ex- 
pose us  to  a  continuation  of  all  the  inconveniences 
experienced  in  every  quarter  of  the  Union  from 
the  present  state  of  the  circulating  medium,  caus- 
ing a  fluctuation  and  uncertainty  in  the  value  of 
property  and  products  greatly  to  be  deprecated, 
and  bringing  with  it  a  train  of  evils  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  to  enumerate.    On  the  other 
hand,  he  said,  he  had  such  confidence  in  the  effi- 
cacy of  a  National  Bank,  in  correcting  the  evils 
of  tne  mass  of  paper  afloat,  in  enabling  the  Gov- 
ernment and  individuals  to  fulfil  their  engage- 
ments, that  he  had  brought  his  miitd  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Bank  would  be  an  epoch  in  the  afiairs  of  the  na- 
tion ;  that,  instead  of  the  cloud  which  darkens 
the  horizon,  it  will  usher  in  a  new  day  of  pros- 
perity, replete  with  benefits  to  tbe  nation,  dbc. 
With  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  King,) 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  entirely  coincided  in  sentiment  as 
to  the  respect  due  to  public  opinion,  when  dis- 
tinctly expressed  and  well  understood ;  but  why 
that  sentiment  was  recurred  to  at  the  present 
time,  he  did  not  precisely  understand ;  for  sure  he 
was^  that  on  this  occasion  it  had  been  audibly  and 
distinctly  expressed  from  every  part  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  from  the  Bxecutive  authority, 
in  favor  of  this  measure :  and  above  all.  it  had  been- 
recently  declared  from  an  unequivocal  source,  the 
House  of  Representatives,  who  are  the  mirror  in 
which  the  sentiments  of  the  people  are  reflected, 
and  whose  decision  on  such  a  topic  is  a  pillar  or 
light,  tbe  pursuit  of  which  will  never  involve  us 
in  difficultv.    Mr.  B.  agreed,  also,  with  the  gen- 
tleman in  his  views  oi  the  independent  duty  of 
this  House,  in  reviewin^t  the  proceedings  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  so  far  as  regarded 
the  absolute  right  of  the  Senate  to  decide,  accord- 
inf  to  their  own  impressions  of  the  fitness  of 
things,  on  measures  presented  to  them  bv  the 
other  House ;  but  if  tbe  gentleman  meant  that  it 
was  a  reason  for  jealousy  in  regard  to  any  mea- 
sure that  it  had  passed  that  House,  Mr.  B.  differed 
from  him  toto  ado.    On  the  contrary,  he  said, 
that  circumstance  would  be,  with  him,  a  persua- 
sive argument  in  favdr  of  any  meaaure;  for,  though 


he  would  surrender  to  them  no  part  of  tbe  rights 
of  this  body,  he  should  perpetually  recur  to  that 
bodv  as  an  oracle  from  which  true  responses  may 
be  drawn  as  to  the  public  wilt.  It  may  err ;  when 
it  did.  in  his  opinion,  he  should  not  feel  himself 
bound  by  its  views,  dbe. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  great  subject  before  the  House.    The  Consti- 
tution, he  said,  bad  imparted  to  the  Congress, 
among  other  great  attributes,  the  power  of  regu- 
lating the  coin  of  the  United  States.    How  had 
Congress  acquitted    themselves  of  this   duty? 
Where  and  of  what  effect  were  these  regulations? 
Where  was  the  uniformity  of  currency?    Mr.  B. 
described  the  variety  and  fluctuation  of  value  of 
the  paper  in   circulation,  not  only  in  various 
States,  but  in  contiguous  towns  and  counties,  ^. 
This  was  a  |^reat  evil,  deprecated  on  all  hands. 
The  power  intended  by  the  Constitution  to  hare 
been  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  General  €k>vern- 
ment,  was,  bv  the  failure  of  the  Government  to 
make  use  or  it,  exercised  by  every  State  in  the 
Union,  frequently  by  individuals,  dbc.    Hence 
aroRC  an  excess  ot  paper  issues,  causing  deprecia- 
tion to  an  extent  which  could  scarcely  be  esti- 
mated— an  evil  which  called  for  a  remedy  in  a 
language  not  to  be  misunderstood.    Where  was 
tbe  antidote  which  the  Bxecutive,  in  this  only  the 
organ  of  the  public  sentiment,  had  called  on  Con- 
gress to  interpose?    The  patient,  said  Mr.  B.,  is 
sick,  from  tbe  crown  of  bis  head  to  the  sole  of  his 
foot ;  he  asks  for  oil  and  wine  to  be  poured  into 
his  wounds,  which  would  be  otherwise  fatal. 
Where  is  the  man  who  will  propose  any  other 
antidote  than  that  now  before  us  ?    Where  is  the 
adventurous  knight  who  will  suggest  another 
remedy?    If  there  be  a  Don  Ctuixote  in  politics, 
let  him  appear.    No,  Mr.  B.  said,  not  even  a  aoa- 
trum  had  been  tendered  to  substitute  this  plan. 
If  no  other  remedy  was  ofiered,  ought  they,  be 
asked,  to  higgle  about  details,  to  split  hairs  on  the 
question  ?    Mr.  B.  then  spoke  of  the  necessity  of 
mutual  concession  among  legislators;  without 
which,  he  said,  the  idea  of  legislation  was  the 
most  vague  and  illusory  that  ever  entered  the 
human  mind.    It  was  necessary,  Mr.  B.  then  ar- 
g[ued,  for  the  present  diseased  paper  medium, 
since  specie  had  fled  the  country,  or  was  scattered 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  to  substitute  a  medium 
impressed  with  the  seal  or  the  nation.    If  an  in- 
stitution were  established  to  issue  a  paper  of  that 
description,  we  should  have,  he  said,  in  lieu  of  a 
medium,  the  value  of  which  will  not  live  ten,  fif- 
teen, or  twenty  miles  from  the  spot  where  we  re- 
ceive it,  a  paper  which  will  embrace  tbe  Union 
in  its  grasp.    It  would  also  be  a  great  financial 
instrument,  necessary  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  na- 
tional duties  in  this  respect.    On  this- head,  the 
experience  of  the  last  war  spoke  a  language  wnich 
incredulity  itself  could  not  doubt.    In  the  dark 
and  gloomy  period  of  the  last  Winter,  when  this 
subject  was  discussed,  no  doubt  bad  been  enter- 
tained that  this  was  the  only  means  of  remedying 
an  evil  from  which  so  much  was  apprehended. 
That  time,  he  rejoiced,  had  passed  by ;  but  he 
-hoped  the  lessons  of  experience  would  not  be  per- 
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mitted  to  pass  away  with  the  argency  of  the  oc* 
casioD. 

Iq  regard  to  the  details  of  this  hill,  he  said,  he 
did  not  see  the  Decessity  of  amending  them.    It 
had  been  stated  that  this  would  be  a  paper  bank, 
and  in  order  to  prevent  that,  an  increase  of  the 
specie  payments  was  suggested.    Mr.  B.  believed 
such  an  amendment  was  unnecessary.    Being 
not  necessary,  what,  he  asked,  would  be  its  ef- 
fect?   It  would  be  to  place  the  bank  wholly  in 
the  hands  of  a  few  fortunate  individuals  or  banks 
who  had  specie  in  their  possession.    The  smaller 
the  first  payment  in  specie  was  made,  within  the 
limits  of  necessity  to  the  object,  in  bis  opinion, 
the  wiser  would  be  the  plan.    The  establishment 
of  a  bank,  or  any  other  system,  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  afford  an  instant  remedy  to  the  ezistine 
evil,  any  more  than  a  dose  of  medicine  would 
restore  to  instant  health  and  pristine  vigor  the 
man  who  had  been  wasting  by  long  sickness.  The 
effect  of  this  amendment,  without  accelerating 
the  operations  of  the  bank,  would  be  to  favor  the 
monopolist  of  specie,  d&c,  he  who  had  had  the 
caution  or  forecast  to  board  up  the  dollars  and 
cents.  The  bulk  of  the  specie  to  be  paid  into  this 
bank,  Mr.  B.  had  no  doubt,  ought  and  must  be 
drawn  from  abroad.    In  regard  to  the  argument, 
that  the  sum  was  too  small  to  enable  the  bank  to 
commence  its  operations  with  safety,  ^.^    Mr. 
B.  contended  that  money  was  too  sharp-sighted, 
too  lynx-eyed  in  its  vigilance  to  be  fusing  a  com- 
mon saying)  caught  napping.    There  was  no 
fear,  he  said,  of  the  banks  being  ruined,  by  lending 
money  to  men  pressed  from  other  quarters ;  the 
board  of  direction  of  a  bank  formed  a  barometer 
in  which  the  responsibility  of  every  man  passing 
before  it  was  as  correctly  graduated  as  the  wea- 
ther is  by  the  instrument  so  called ;  they  would 
take  care,  as  they  always  did,  not  to  part  with 
their  dollars  to  accommodate  an   unfortunate 
debtor,  dx.    In  answer  to  the  argument  of  Mr. 
KiMO,  who,  he  said,  had  discovered  that  this  was 
to  be  a  paper  and  not  a  specie  bank,  and  was  to 
aggravate  the  evils  it  was  intended  to  cure,  Mr. 
B.  referred  to  the  regulations  by  which  it  was  to 
be  ffoverned  to  show  that  this  apprehension  was 
unrounded.    Besides,  he  said,,  the  bank  would 
not  disregard   its   interest,    which   required    it 
to  continue  specie  payments.     Vou  need  not 
fence  in  the  interests  of  this  institution,  said  he ; 
you  might  as  well  pass  a  law  to  compel  your 
Secretary  to  receive  his  salary ;  interest  is  the 
strongest  security  which  man  can  give  to  man. 
As  the  needle  acknowledges  the  principle  of 
polarity,  so  does  the  human  heart  always  point 
to  its  interest.    That  objection  against  this  bill, 
therefore,  seemed  to  Mr.  B.  to  be  a  chimera  from 
which  nqthing  was  to  be  apprehended. 

It  was  no  question  now,  be  said,  whether  bank- 
ing should  exist — that  being  beyond  the  control 
of  Congress;  but  whether  it  was  proper  that  a 
portion  of  it  should  be  placed  under  the  authority 
of  the  General  Government,  instead  of  its  being 
wholly  under  the  control  of  the  States,  who  es- 
tablish banks  not  only  in  their  populous  towns, 
but  even  in  the  dreary  wilderness.    This  being 


the  only  question,  he  solemnly  appealed  to  gen- 
tlemen, whether  there  could  be  two  opinions  on 
that  point.  Ought  this  great  attribute  of  sover- 
eignty to  be  surrendered  by  this  Government  to 
the  authority  of  the  State  Legislatures?  This 
question  he  answered  in  the  negative.  The  ex- 
isting evil,  he  then  argued,  would  be  remedied 
by  the  establishment  of  a  Imnk,  whose  influence 
was  ramified  into  every  part  of  the  United  States. 
The  State  banks  had  nothing  to  fear,  if  thev 
would  conduct  themselves  properly,  from  such 
an  institution.  If  any  of  them,  on  the  other  hand, 
should  violate  their  trust,  and  show  a  centrifugal 
quality,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  this  great 
orb  to  restore  them  to  their  stations.  If  any  of 
the  State  banks  do  not  fulfil  their  engagementsi 
Mr.  B.  said,  if  thev  do  not  meet  the  occasion, 
their  paper  will  sinx  into  disrepute.  This  bank 
will  be  the  silent  and  efficient  remedy ;  it  will 
move  on  almost  imperceptibly,  gradual  in  its  ap- 
proach, but  certain  in  its  effects.  Mr.  B.  took 
this  occasion  to  vindicate  the  banks  in  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Virginia  from  the  charge  it  had 
been  fashonable  to  make  against  the  State  banks, 
of  improvidence  in  their  administration.  Those 
banks  resisted  to  the  utmost  the  attempts  to  pro- 
cure loans  from  them ;  that  which  they  had,  with 
great  reluctance,  from  a  sense  of  duty  refused  to 
the  Government,  their  patriotism  at  length  in- 
duced them  to  grant  to  the  wants  of  thousands  of 
men  surrounding  their  capiul,  who  but  for  their 
relief  would  have  greatly  suffered,  &c.  Where 
banks  had  wantonly  abused  their  privileges,  he 
cared  not  what  was  said  of  them,  but  he  felt  no 
disposition  to  put  those  under  the  ban  of  the 
empire  who  had  acted  thus  correctly,  &.c. 

In  regard  to  objections  he  had  heard  to  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Government  over  this  bank,  Mr. 
B.  said,  his  objection  was,  that  it  had  not  inter- 
est enough  in  it ;  but  in  this  respect,  as  in  others, 
he  was  willing,  to  obtain  a  great  object,  to  con- 
cede some  part  of  his  views.  He  recurred  to  the 
experience  of  his  own  State  to  show  that  no  evils 
had  been  experienced  from  the  existence  of  such 
a  control  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  proposed 
in  this  bill,  dbc.  *  No  banks,  he  believed,  had  been 
better  conducted,  or  stood  higher  in  the  public 
opinion,  than  those  of  Virginia.  If  the  bank 
were  a  faithful  one,  it  had  no  fear  to  apprehend 
from  the  appointment  by  the  Government  of 
one-fifth  of  its  directors,  to  which  proportion  the 
Government  was  entitled  by  the  interest  it  would 
have  with  the  bank. 

Having  thus  briefly  touched  on  all  the  objec* 
tions  he  had  heard  to  the  bank,  Mr.  B.  concluded 
by  recapitulating  his  arguments,  and  expressing 
his  hope  that  the  only  remedy  as  he  believed,  for 
a  great  evil,  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  spoke  in  sup- 
port of  his  motion  to  amend  the  bill.  He  cer- 
tainly had  entertained  no  expectation,  he  said, 
when  he  submitted  the  motion,  that  it  would  have 
drawn  the  bill  into  so  general  discussion.  When- 
ever a  National  Bank  had  been  proposed,  he  said, 
he  had  always  snpported  it  with  such  modifica- 
tions 8s  he  thought  correct.    He  did  believe  a  well 
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regulated  iostitotioD  of  this  kind  would  be  asefal 
to  the  GoTernmeDt ;  and,  though  the  QoTernmeiit 
had  at  a  certain  period  declined  the  exercise  of 
its  power  in  this  respect^  he  felt  no  inclination  to 
prerent  them  from  again  occupying  the  ground 
of  the  old  United  States  Bank.    He  was,  he  said, 
now  willing  to  ^iye  his  aid  in  establishing  a  hank 
on  proper  principles;  but  he  ne?er  could  assent 
to  tnis  oraov  other  measure  on  the  ground  taken 
by  the  gentlemen  from  Gkorgia  and  Virginia. 
The  bill  was,  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Sen- 
ate, read  section  by  section  for  the  purpose  of 
amendment;  and  yet  gentlemen  declared  they 
would  not  listen  to  any  proposition  to  amend  the 
bill,  but  take  it  as  it  stood.    [Mr.  Bibb  explained, 
that    his  remark  was  confined    to  unessential 
amendments.]    It  might,  Mr.  M.  said,  be  difficult 
to  define  what  makes  an  amendment  important ; 
for  him  it  was  sufficient  reason  for  an  amendment, 
that  the  bill  would  be  better  with  than  without 
it.    He  could  not,  he  said,  see  the  force  of  the  ob- 
jection to  sending  this  bill  back  to  the  House  of 
Representatiyes  better  than  it  came  from  them  ; 
gentlemen  mustcertainly  conclude  that  that  House 
was  greatly  in  loye  with  a  bad  bill.    It  always 
had  l^en  held  irregular  to  suggest  in  one  branch 
of  the  Legislature  what  might  haye  passed  in 
debate  in  the  co-ordinate  branch;  it  was  certainly, 
Mr.  M.  said,  more  improper  to  go  into  a  wide 
field  of  conjecture  to  find  out  what  would  happen 
therel    Although  there  miffht  be  good  reasons  for 
concession  and  accommodation  to  the  yiews  of 
the  other  House,  Mr.  M.  said,  they  had  not  yet 
arriyed  at  that  stage  of  the  business  when  it  was 
necessary,  which  was  not  until  the  House  should 
refuse  to  accept  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 
It  was  a  dangerous  ground  to  assume,  Mr.  M. 
added,  that  the  House  of  Representatiyes  would 
vary  their  ground  on  this  question.    Althoush 
he  Dad  as  much  respect  for  them  as  he  ought,  he 
also  remarked,  he  should  not  take  public  opinion 
from  the  Representatiyes  of  the  people.    The 
Constitution  prescribed  to  the  Senate  no  such 
practice.    The  course  of  taking  measures  from 
the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature,  belieying 
them  proper  because  it  has  adopted  them,  pre* 
eludes  all  legislation^  d^.,  and  is  therefore  in- 
consistent with  the  principles  of  our  Gkiyernroent. 
Mr.  M.  agreed  that  the  public  suffered  much 
inconyenience  from  what  was  termed  the  state 
of  the  public  medium  ;  it  was  not  yery  material 
whether  it  was  produced  by  what  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  had  termed  swindling,  or  what  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  called  the  patriotic 
conduct  of  the  banEs.    Mr.  M.  replied  to  other 
arguments  used  by  the  gentlemen  who  had  op- 
posed his  motion.    In  regard  to  the  operation  of 
interest  on  moneyed  institutions,  he  said,  he  be- 
lieyed  that  principle  wasfeit  as  much  by  the  State 
banks  as  by  that  which  it  was  now  proposed  to 
incorporate.    Any  bank,  guided  by  other  motiyes, 
would  depart  from  the  objects  of  the  institution. 
Mr.  M.  attached  no  sort  of  consequence  to  the 
idea  of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  in  order  to  exer- 
cise the  power  of  the  Qoyernment  to  regulate  the 
coin  of  the  country.    The  laws  of  the  United 


Stales,  he  said,  had  already  regulated  it,  he  knew 
of  no  law  which  authorized  any  officer  of  the 
Government  to  receive  any  part  of  this  spurious 
money  which  the  gentleman  said  was  in  circula- 
tion.   The  laws  were  already  perfect  on  this  sub- 
ject.   If  the  Executive  officers  had  received  other 
moneys  in  payment  than  those  authorized  by  law, 
Mr.  M.  said,  they  had  acted  without  law — with- 
out right.    What  necessity  there  might  have 
been  for  their  doing  so,  he  would  not  now  exam- 
ine.   Cases  might  arise,  in  which  the  officers  of 
the  Government  may  take  upon  themselves  the 
responsibility  of  neglecting  the  execution  of  m 
law,  dbc.    That  an  evil  existed,  he  said,  all  agree, 
and  all  suppose  that  the  bank  to  be  incorporated 
by  this  bill  will  in  a  greater  or  less  decree  lessen 
the  eyil,  or  entirely  correct  it.    The  object  of  his 
motion  was  to  give  the  bank  the  greatest  possible 
power  to  effect  these  purnoses.    It  had  been  said, 
that  the  bank  would  at  urst  moye  slowly.    But, 
Mr.  M.  said,  he  had  no  sanguine  anticipation  thai 
this  amendment,  or  any  other,  or  the  prudence  of 
the  directors,  would  be  able  wholly  to  cure  the 
evil.    What  had  been  the  cause  of  the  evil  ?    The 
banks  themselves ;  banks  incorporated  under  the 
same  restrictions  as  this  bill  contained|  issue  now 
the  very  rags  which  had  been  described.    The 
remedy  now  proposed,  was,  Mr.  M.  thought,  some- 
thing like  Sangrado's  practice :  more  bank  paper 
of  the  same  sort — more  hot  water  for  the  same 
evil.    In  regard  to  the  impossibility  of  this  bank's 
doing  anything  but  a  specie  business,  Mr.  M.  un- 
dertook to  assert,  that  the  charter,  in  iu  present 
shape,  gave  the  oank  the  power  to  issue  notes, 
without  even  promising  payment  of  specie.    The 
clause  which  authorizes  the  bank  to  issue  notes 
did,  in  fact,  for  the  want  of  due  restrictions,  au- 
thorize the  bank  to  issue  notes  payable  when  it 
pleased ;  none  but  notes  payable  on  demand  were 
indeed    receivable  in  payment  of  taxes  to  the 
Goyernment— but  they  might  be  issued  payable 
two  years  after  date  for  other  purposes,  and  would 
probably  circulate  quite  as  well  as  the  notes  of 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore.    He 
should  imagine,  he  said,  that,  as  the  bank  was 
now  constituted,  sensible  men,  haying  the  man- 
agement of  it,  would  not  attempt  to  do  business 
without  taking  that  course.    Mr.  M.  pointed  out 
other  defects,  as  he  viewed  them,  of  the  bill. 
There  was  no  provision  for  a  forfeiture  of  the 
charter  of  the  bank,  or  for  annulment  on  failure 
of  its  ffoing  promptly  into  operation.    However, 
it  would  be  idle,  be  said,  to  cfiscuss  the  bill,  if  the 
opinions  of  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia  and  Vir- 
ginia were  to  prevail  with  the  majority  of  the 
Senate,  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  amend  the 
bill,  lest  it  should  fail  thereby.    If  this  was  the 
opinion  of  the  Senate,  the  sooner  they  came  to 
that  determination  the  better ;  it  would  save  them 
labor,  and  perhaps  character,  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion at  once.    The  same  argument  might  bo 
urged, he  said,  with  as  much  propriety  every  day, 
and  on  every  subject,  as  had  been  principally 
urged  against  the  amendment. 

I     Mr.  Dana,  of  Connecticut,  said  he  did  not  ex- 
pect to  yote  for  the  bank  bill  in  its  present  form, 
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bat  notwithstandinpf,  he  did  not  think  it  would  be 
proper  to  adopt  this  amendment;  one-twentieth 
part  of  the  whole  capital,  appeared  to  him  to 
be  as  large  a  proportion  as  ought  to  be  called 
for  in  specie  at  the  time  of  subscription.  If 
danger  were  anticipated  from  the  smallness  of 
the  amount  of  specie,  it  would  perhaps  be  better 
to  introduce  into  the  bill  a  provision,  that  the 
baak  should  not  issue  paper  until  it  had  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  coin  to  justify  it  in  so  doing. 
Though  he  should  not  vote  for  the  bank,  he 
should  regret  to  see  its  first  issues  to  individuals 
who  were  connected  with  the  institution ;  indeed, 
he  should  rather  suppose,  the  great  demand  for 
discounts  from  the  bank,  would  be  to  enable  the 
merchants  to  pay  bonds,  constantly  falling  due  to 
the  Government  for  customs.  These  merchants, 
for  their  notes,  will  obtain  credits  at  the  bank,  to 
the  amount  of  perhaps,  seven,  eight,  or  ten  mil- 
lions in  the  course  of  the  year.  The  United 
States  will  be  the  only  power  that  can  call  for 
it;  and,  Mr.  D.  presumed,  there  would  be  no 
danger  of  a  run  on  the  bank  from  the  Govern- 
ment, dbc. 

Mr.  Tayloh,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  should 
have  liked  to  have  heard  the  amendment  argued 
on  its  own  merits,  because  the  force  of  the  argn*- 
ment  agarnst  wonld  perhaps  be  weakened  by  con- 
necting it  with  other  considerations  which  had 
been  brought  into  debate.  If  he  approved  of  the 
amendment,  he  would  vote  for  it,  though  he 
would  sav,  that  for  a  small  or  inconsiderable  al- 
teration, he  would  not  jeopardize  a  great  princi- 
ple or  a  great  measure,  such  as  he  conceived  this 
bill.  With  respect  to  the  proposed  amendment, 
considering  the  state  of  the  currency  of  the  conn- 
try,  and  the  known  fact  that  specie  abounds  in 
parts  of  the  countrv,  whilst  in  others  it  is  not  to 
oe  obtained  at  all — to  carry  the  gentleman's 
amendment  more  directly  to  what  would  be  its 
absolute  result,  he  ought  first  to  have  provided 
for  confining  the  opening  of  the  books  of  sub- 
scription to  that  part  of  the  country  where  specie 
is  in  a  state  of  circulation.  Without  designing 
it,  for  he  woold  not  certainly  impute  such  a  de- 
aign  to  the  gentleman,  the  adoption  of  this  amend- 
ment would  be  giving  a  complete  monopoly  to 
the  Eastern  country.  Believing  it  desirable  that 
the  benefits  of  this  institution  should  be  extended 
to  every  part  of  tbe  country,  he  was  therefore 
opposed  to  the  amendment.  The  restoration  of 
specie  payments,  Mr.  T.  said,  was  not  the  work 
of  a  moment.  The  power  to  sell  two  millions 
of  its  stock  in  the  first  year,  of  which  the  bank 
would  no  doubt  avail  itself,  and  the  deposites  of 
the  Government,  together  with  the  specie  paid 
in  on  the  subscription,  would,  he  said,  enable  the 
bank  to  operate  to  as  great  an  extent  as  was  advis- 
able. This  amendment,  besides  being  anneces- 
sary,  would,  he  believed,  produce  an  undue  mon* 
opoly  to  one  section  of  the  country,  and  to  the 
hoarders  where  specie  was  not  current.  It  is 
calculated  to  reward  those  whose  conduct  has 
had  a  tendency  to  bring  about  the  very  evil  now 
proposed  to  be  remedied.  The  amendment  would 
also  throw  advantages  into  the  hands  of  the  cap- 


italists of  Charleston,  &c.,  which  it  would  deny 
to  those  of  the  middle  country ;  for  it  so  hap- 
pened, in  the  course  of  trade,  that  specie  was  re« 
duced  in  value  there  to  about  two  and  a  half  to 
five  per  cent,  above  the  current  paper  of  tbaC 
State,  not  more  than  in  ordinary  times  used  to 
be  ffiven  for  specie  in  quantities.  For  these  gen- 
eral reasons,  Mr.  T.  was  opposed  to  the  amend" 
ments. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  remarked  thai 
specie  was  not  confined  to  the  Eastern  or  South- 
ern States ;  the  banks  in  the  Middle  States  stili 
retain  as  much  specie  as  they  ever  had.  If  the 
baak  might  sell  stock  for  specie,  why  might  aot 
individuals  do  the  same,  in  the  fijst  instance,  and 
pay  it  into  the  bank  ?  United  States'  stock  wonld 
at  a  certain  price  command  specie  anywhere. 

Mr.  Samfohd  spoke  in  support  of  the  proposed 
amendment,  denying  the  correctness  of  the  doc- 
trine on  which  opposition  waa  made  to  any 
amendment  of  this  bill.  It  was  a  subject,  be 
said,  which  particularly  required  caution  and  cir- 
cumspection in  deciding  upon  it.  He  considered 
the  amendment  before  the  Senate  as  presenting 
this  question:  With  what  sum  shall  the  bank 
commence  its  operations  ?  This  being  intended 
to  be  a  specie  bank,  Mr.  S.  said,  every  proposition 
tending  more  certainly  to  make  it  more  so,  waa 
worthy  of  favorable  consideration.  The  bill  as 
it  stood  contemplated  $1,400,000  in  specie  as  a 
sufficient  basis  for  the  bank  to  begin  upon.  Mr. 
S.  said,  he  could  not  but  think,  with  Mr.  Masoh, 
that  this  sum  was  too  small.  Then  was  nothing 
in  the  bill  to  prevent  the  bank  from  issuing  $35,* 
000^000  on  this  amount  of  specie  paid  in,  if  they 
thought  proper  to  do  so.  Those  who  were  eaiied 
on  to  pay  the  second  instalment  in  specie  wonld, 
be  said,  go  to  the  bank  with  its  bills,  and  drain  it 
at  once  of  every  dollar.  The  bill  was,  Mr.  &, 
thought,  in  other  respects,  deficient  in  detail,  as 
he  showed  by  reference  to  its  provisions.  The 
bank  would  get  no  specie  but  what  it  received  in 
tbe  first  payment;  unless  the  course  of  exchange 
should  become  more  favorable^  or  the  state  of 
things  generally  should  essenUaUy  rary.  The 
rational  and  prudent  course,  he  thought,  would 
be,  to  require  as  much  i^ecie  as  possible  in  die 
first  instance.  Without  amendments  to  regulate 
the  paper  issues  of  the  bank.  dbcC,  this  would  be 
a  mere  paper  bank,  he  said,  like  those  which  al- 
ready exist.  The  amendment  appeared  to  him 
extremely  proper,  and  therefore  he  should  vote 
for  it. 

Mr.  Taylor  replied  to  Mr.  SANPonD,aad  quoted 
the  provisions  of  the  bank  to  show,  tliat  the 
fa«nk  dare  not  issue  one  dollar  more  paper  than  it 
had  a  reasonable  prospect  of  being  able  to  honor 
with  gold  or  silver.  The  bank  hi^  the  power  M 
do  otherwise,  it  was  true;  and  so  have  we  power 
to  cut  our  own  throats — but  the  bank  is  no  more 
likely  than  we  are  to  commit  tL/do  dem.  As  lo 
the  second  instalment  being  paid  with  the  specie 
of  the  first,  Mr.  T.  said,  it  was  impossible  to  pay 
$8,800,000,  (the  amount  of  the  second  instal- 
ment,) with  $1,400,000,  (the  amount  of  the  first,) 
and  the  worst,  therefore,  only  one-half  of  the 
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leeood  in^ttlmenc  coald  be  drawn  from  tbe  rtalts 
of  tbe  bank. 

l%e  Senate  then  adjoamed,  leaving  the  pend- 
ing question  undecided. 


TuBflDAT,  Mareh  26. 

Bir«  Dabia  -presented  the  petition  of  Nehemiah 
HaMmfd.  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  eollection 
district  of  .Middletown,  in  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticat,  praying  that  the  port  of  Middietown  iMiy 
be  eonatitntd  a  port  of  entry,  for  reasons  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read^nd  referred  to 
m  select  committee ;  and  Messrs.  Dana,  Sanford, 
and  Dagobtt,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  WiLBOV,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  entitled  '*An  act  in  ad- 
dition to  'An  act  to  vegolale  the  Post  Office  Estab- 
lislnnent,"  reported  it  with  .amendments,  which 
were  read  nnd  considered  »s  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  »nd  theamendmentshaTing  been  agreed 
to,  with  a  further  amendment,  the  Preaident  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  on 
Ibeqaestioo.  "Shall  the  amend  meats  w  engrossed, 
mul  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  V^  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmatire. 

Mr.  Babboub,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
AlEiirs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill^  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  T.  Wirt,*'  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Tlie  bill  eetabliidkEag  a  port  of  delivery  at  the 
Bayou  St.  John,  was  ivad  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  placing  certsia  per- 
sons on  the  list  of  nayy  pensioners,"  was  read  the 
seeond  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  en 
Naval  AfEairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Inii,  entitled  "An  aet  for ocganising  the 
general  staff,  and  making  further  provision  for 
the  Arm^  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  tbe 
second  taax,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
MUitary  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  2Sti  instant,  for  information  in 
relation  to  the  proceedioffs  which  have  been  bad 
in  ptttaoance  or  tbe  act  of  the  10th  of  Febroary, 
1807,  entitled  *' An  act  to  provide  for  survey ii^ 
the  coasts  of  the  United  States,"  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Willet  Coles.  Whereupon,  the 
petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  h«s  petition. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resnntied.  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  eoosademtion  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States." 

Mr.  Ma«on,  of  New  Hampshire,  having  with- 
drawn the  motion  made  the  25th  instant,  to  amend 
the  third  section,  proposed  the  following  proviso 
Co  be  added  to  the  Ifiih  rule: 

•*  Vnmdei,  That  ril  biUs  or  note»  so  to  be  issued 
byssideorpmtion,  shall  be  made  payable  on  demand, 
ettwr  ttan  hiMsor  notes  ftr  .te  payment  of  a  earn  Jiet 


leas  than  — »-  doHaM  eadi,  and  paysMe  to  the  otdm 
of  some  perwm  or  persons,  which  bUfe  or  notes  it  shall 
be  IswAil  for  said  corporation  to  make  psyable  at  env 
time  not  exceeding days  from  the  dale  therso£^' 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  considerable  debate 
between  those  who  thought  such  a  restriction 
necessary  and  those  of  a  different  opinion.  It 
was  at  length  agreed  to  by  yeas  and  nays. 

On  the  question  to  aj^ree  thereto,  it  ares  deter- 
mined in  the  afitmuitive— yeas  20,  nays  14,  as 
follows : 


YxAS — Messrs.  Biown,  Daggett,  Dana, 
GaiUard»  Goidaberoogh,  Gon^  Horsey,  Hnnter,  King, 
Macon,  Meaon  of  New  Hampsfatre,  Mason  of  Virginia, 
Sanford,  Tarlor,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Wells,  Wil- 
liams, and  wileon. 

Nav»— Messrs.  Baibour,  Bany,  Bibb,  Caaspbell, 
Chaoe,  Condit,  Howell,  Laoock,^  Marrow,  RolMrts, 
Buggies,  Tait,  Tomer,  and  Vamam. 

This  decision  in  fiavor  of  one  amendment  opened 
the  door  to  tbe  proposition  of  a  great  number  of 
amendiaents  which  have  been  or  will  be  proposed 
to  the  bill. 

The  discussion  of  one  or  two  that  were  pro- 
posed oeenpied  the  Senate  nntil  the  hour  of  ad- 
journment. 

Wednbsoat,  March  27. 

Mr.  DAon£TT  presented  tbe  petition  of  Daniel 
Carroll,  of  Duddiogton,  and  others,  citizens  of 
Washington,  praying  an  act  to  incorporate  a 
company  to  continue  a  turnpike  road  leading 
from  Calvert's  mills,  from  the  District  line,  to  the 
Eaetern  Branch  bridge,  as  stated  in  the  petition  \ 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee; and  Messrs.  DAOonTT,  Hobsbt,  and  Mason 
of  Virginia,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  placing  certain  persons  on  the  list  of  navy 
pensioners,"  reported  it  without  amendment;  and 
the  bill  having  been  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  to  reward  the  ofiicers  and  crew  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  frigate  Constitution ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  tbe  second  readio£[. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  authorizing  and  requiriog  the  Secretary  ot 
State  to  issue  letters  patent  to  Andrew  Kurtz ;'' 
and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
tbe  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  sell  a  cer^ 
tain  part  of  a  tract  of  land  reserved  for  the  use  of 
that. State;  and  on  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Laoock  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

JZcaeftid,  That  ^  Conunittee  en  Military  Affairs 
be  iastracted  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  granting 
booaty  hmda  to  such  of  the  disbeaded  ofiicsni  of  ear 
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late  Armj  as  have  been  disabled  by  woands  while  in 
the  public  service. 

Mr.  Daoobtt,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  business  on  the  tables  of 
the  two  Houses,  to  ascertain  what  portion  re- 
quired to  be  acted  on  this  session,  and  to  fix  on  a 
period  for  its  close,  made  a  report,  together  with 
the  fullowing  resolution : 

Resoived,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  be  aatbor- 
ixed  to  close  this  session,  by  the  adjournment  of  their 
respective  Houses,  on  the  88d  day  of  April,  1816. 

The  report  and  resolntion  were  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  Bank  bill.  The  eon^ 
stderation  of  am^d men ts progressed.  An  amend- 
ment was  adopted,  among  others,  to  postpone  the 
opening  of  the  books  from  the  1st  day  or  June  to 
the  1st  day  of  July. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  then  mored 
another  amendment,  by  way  ofoi  new  section,  to 
declare  the  act  null  and  void,  if  the  bank  is  not 
put  into  operation  within  one  year  after  its  date. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  amend  this  amendment  so 
as  to  make  it  reserve  to  Congress  the  right  to 
annul  the  charter,  at  any  time  within  twelve 
months  after  the  1st  day  of  February  next,  if  the 
bank  be  not  put  in  operation  before  tfiat  day. 

These  motions  gave  rise  to  much  desultory 
debate,  as  indeed  did  all  the  amendments  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  Bibb's  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  Mr. 
Mason's  proposition,  so  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Campbell  then  moved  to  amend  that  part 
of  the  bill  which  directs  books  to  be  opened  at 
certain  places,  so  as  to  assign  to  each  State  a  cer- 
tain proportion  of  the  stock  to  be  subscribed,  to 
remain  there  for  a  certain  time,  to  allow  it  to  be 
subscribed  in  the  States  respectively,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  representation— intending  to  foAow 
up  this  amendment  by  a  motion  to  introduce  a 
provision  that  the  bank  should  be  compelled,  on 
the  request  of  the  Legislature  of  any  State,  to 
establish  a  branch  of  the  bank  therein. 

In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  C.  made  a  speech 
of  some  length  on  the  general  principles  of  the  bill. 

This  amendment  was  in  the  ena  negatived  by 
m  vote  of  20  toll. 

Late  in  the  day,  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
was  further  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Thdrsoat,  March  28. 

The  bill  to  reward  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
United  States  frigate  Constitution,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow 
and  children  of  Robert  Fulton,  deceased,  reported 
it  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  alter  the 
road  laid  out  from  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the 


river  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  the  western  line  of 
the  Connecticut  Reserve;  and  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed  thereto,  on  the  question. 
^  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  thira 
time  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  establishing 
a  port  of  delifery  at  the  town  of  Bavou  St.  John; 
and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  pRsaiDBifT 
reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  on  the 
question,  '*  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  remd 
a  third  time?*'  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmm* 
tive. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  '^Ao 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  T.  Wirt,"  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  in  addition  to  an  aet 
to  regulate  the  Post  Office  Establishment"  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  was  further 
amended  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed  with 
amendments. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  and  re- 
quiring the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  letters 
patent  to  Andrew  Kurtz,"  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  placing  certain  per- 
sons on  the  list  of  navy  pensioners,"  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
repeal  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Gkivernment,  and  maintaininc  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  and  on 
gold  and  silver  watches,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States." 

Mr.  Frombntin  withdrew  his  proposed  amend- 
ment. 

Sundry  amendments  having  been  agreed  to, 
and  further  amendments  proposed,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Williams,  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill,  together  with  the  proposed  amendments,  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Fridat,  March  29. 

Mr.  Dagobtt,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate 
a  company  for  making  certain  turnpike  roads 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,"  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  27th  instant  relative  to  bounty 
lands,  which  was  amended  and  agreed  to  aa 
follows: 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety 
of  granting  bounty  lands  to  such  of  the  disbanded 
oflkera  of  oar  late  army  as  iiave  been  disabled 
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by  wouods  while  in  the  |iublic  service,  and  of 
granting  the  same  quantity  of  land  to  each 
soldier  who  has  served  during  the  late  war,  and 
been  honorably  discharged. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  bill  entitled 
^An  act  making  further  provision  for  military 
services  during  the  late  war,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.BABBOUR,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled 
''An  act  for  organizing  the  general  staff,  and  mak- 
ing further  provision  for  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  resolution  directing  medals  to  be 
struck,  and,  together  with  the  thanks  of  Congress, 
presented  (o  Major  General  Harrison  and  Gov- 
ernor Shelby,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the 
resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  joint  resolution,  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses 
on  the  22d  day  of  April,  1816,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time* 

Mr.  Wells,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Isaac  Briggs ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  reward 
tlie  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  frigate 
Constitution;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
agreed  to,  on  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  Legislature 
of  the  Slate  of  Ohio  to  sell  a  certain  part  of  a 
tract  of  land  reserved  for  the  use  of  that  State, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  ^ 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  alter  the  road  laid  out  from  the  foot 
of  the  rapids  of  the  river  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to 
the  western  line  of  the  Connecticut  Reserve,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  establishing  a  port  of  delivery  at  the 
town  of  Bayou  St.  Jonn  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
T.  Wirt,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Fbombntin  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  erect  a  light- 
house at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

a 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,"  together  with  the  proposed 
amendments. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MAsoif,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, to  insert  at  the  end  of  the  17ih  section  the 
following: 

<< And  if  the  said  oorporatioa  shall  at  aaj  time  sna- 


pend  or  refnse  payment,  in  gold  or  silver,  of  its  wAm, 
bills,  obligations,  or  other  debts,  to  aoch  an  amount, 
and  for  snch  length  of  time  as  Congress  may  deem 
injurious  to  the  United  States,  in  such  case  Congreaa 
mav  repeal  this  act,  and  abolish  the  said  corporation, 
and  make  such  regulations  and  provisions  for  the  set* 
tlement  of  the  affitiis  and  payment  of  the  debts  of  said 
corporation,  and  for  distributing  its  remaining  propeitj 
among  the  stockholders,  as  shall  be  deemed  just  and 
proper." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative,  yeas  14, 
nays  17,  as  follows : 

YsAS^-Messrs.  Barbour,  Bibb,  Daggett,  Ooldsbor- 
ough.  Gore,  Horsey,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
Mason  of  Virginia,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomp* 
son,  and  Turner. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bany,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chaee, 
Condit,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Howell,  Hunter,  Macon, 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Tait,  Vamnm,  Wells,  Williams,  and 
Wilson. 

The  bill  having  been  further  amended,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Wells,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Satdbday,  March  30« 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson, 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  in- 
form the  House  of  Representatives  that  an  omis- 
sion has  taken  place  in  engrossing  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  entitled  *'An  act  in 
addition  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  Post  Office  Es- 
tablishment,'' and  request  that  the  House  will 
return  the  said  bill  and  amendments  to  the  Sen- 
ate, with  a  view  that  the  said  omission  may  be 
sopplied. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virs inia,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration : 

Reeohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author^ 
inng  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy  to  subscribe  fifty 
thousand  dollars  to  the  Great  Coastwise  Canal  and 
River  Navigation  Company,  incorporated  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  Virginia,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  a 
canal  ftom  the  port  of  Norfolk,  through  the  Eastern 
Rranoh  of  Elizabeth  River,  to  the  channel  of  Curri- 
tuck Sound,  on  the  terms  and  conditions  proposed  by 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  said  Great  Coast* 
wise  Canal  and  River  Navigation  Company. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  certain 
turnpike  roads  within  the  District  of  Columbia,'^ 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  directing  medals  to  be  struck, 
and,  together  with  the  thanks  of  Congress,  pre- 
sented to  Major  General  Harrison  and  Governor 
Shelby,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Briggs  was  read 
the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  returned 
to  the  Senate  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  in  addi- 
tiou  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  Post  Office  Estab- 
lishment," together  with  the  amendments  thereto; 
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aad  that  the  Houtie  Jbave  puaed  a  bill,  entitled 
*^Aa  act  to  enable  the  peopOe  of  the  Indiana  Ter- 
rttory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gorern- 
mcnt,  and  for  tbe  admission  of  sueb  State  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States;**  a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory ;''  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  author* 
izing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  lease 
the  Saline,  near  the  Wabash  river,  for  a  term 
bot  exceeding  seven  years;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Bdward  Hallowell;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplemental  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  regu- 
lating and  defining  the  duties  of  the  judj^es  of 
the  Territory  of  Illinois,  and  for  vesting  in  the 
courts  of  tlie  Territory  of  Indiana  a  jurisdiction 
in  chancery  cases  arising  in  the  said  Territory  ;'^ 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Malcolm ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the 
discharge  of  Bbeoezer  Keeler  and  John  Francis 
from  imprisonment;''  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  di- 
recting the  discharge  of  Moses  Lewis  from  im- 
prisonment;" a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
mission of  certain  duties  on  the  importation  of 
books  for  the  use  of  Harvard  College,  and  on  the 
carriage  and  personal  baggage  of  his  Sxcellency 
William  Gore,  GJovernor  of  the  British  province 
of  Upper  Canada ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  Kidd ;"  and  also  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Qovernment  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States, 
and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the 
same^"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill^  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States/* 

Go  motion  by  Mr.  Ejuo,  to  strike  out  of  aec* 
lion  6,  after  the  word  "  directors  "  in  ihe  3d  line, 
the  following:  "five  of  whom,  oeing  stockhold- 
ers; shall  be  aanually  appointed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  not  more  than  three  of 
whom  shall  be  residents  of  any  one  State/' 

On  this  motion  a  debate  ensued,  which  con- 
tinued until  about  three  o'clock,  and  in  which 
Messrs.  Kino  and  Gore  advocated,  and  Messrs. 
Bibb,  Babbodr,  Robbrtb,  and  Campbell,  op- 
posed tbe  motion. 

The  amendment  was  finally  negatived — yeas 
14,  nays  21,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Goldsborougfa,  Uore, 
Barper,  Borsey,  Bunter,  King,  Maeon,  Mason  of 
New  Bampdure.  Sanford,  Thompson,  Tichanor,  and 
Wells. 

Nats-^Msssts.  Baibonr,  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown*  Camp- 
bell, Chaos,  Condit,  Fromcntin,  Gaillard,  Bowell, 
Mason  of  Viiginia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Buggies,  Tait, 
Talbot,  Taylor,  Turaar,  Vanram,  WiUiams,  and 
Wilaon. 


A  new  section  was  then  offered,  by  Mr.  Golos- 
BOBOuoH,  in  the  following  words : 

*^And  be  it  enacted.  That  if,  at  an^  tioie^  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  cease  to  hold  stock  m  this  bank,  the 
^1^  Diracton  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
power  herein  given  to  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  directors, 
shall  immediately  oease;  and  that,  fi>r  every  million 
fonr  hondred  thonssnd  dollars  of  said  stock  which  the 
United  States  may  part  with,  there  shall  be  an  abridge- 
ment of  the  power  of  appointing  one  of  the  five  direct* 
ors  hereinbefore  provided  for." 

On  this  amendment  a  debate  took  place,  in 
which  Messrs.  Goldsbobouoh,  Kimg,  Habpbr, 
Maoon,  and  Frombntin,  supported,  and  Messrs. 
Bibb,  Campbell,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Chace, 
opposed  it. 

About  half  past  four  the  Senate  adjourned, 
without  having  taken  the  question. 


MoxioAT,  April  1. 

The  pRBBinBNT  conununicated  the  general  ac- 
count of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  from 
the  first  of  October,  1814,  to  tbe  first  of  April, 
1815,  as  also  the  accounts  of  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments,  from  the  first  of  October,  1814,  to 
the  first  of  October,  1815,  together  with  the  re- 
ports of  the  accounting  oflicers  of  the  Treasury 
thereon ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  RoBEBTs,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and 
amend  the  law  of  costs,"  reported  it  withmt 
amendmeuL 

Mr.  Varndm  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Otis,  attorney  of  William  Otis,  late  collector  of 
the  customs  for  the  district  of  Barnstable,  praying 
relief  for  expenses  incurred  by  him  for  carrying 
into  ezeoution  the  embargo  laws,  as  stated  in  the 
petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Bbown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  cUioants  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vin> 
cennes,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Samfobo  presented  the  memorial  of  Jesse 
Torrey,  jun.,  representing  that  he  has  it  iii  con- 
templation to  undertake  the  establishment,  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  of  a  garden  or  general  re* 
pository  of  living  American  plants,  shrubs,  and 
trees,  particularly  such  as  are  supposed  or  known 
to  contain  medicinal  properties,  and  praying  the 
patronage  of  Congress,  as  stated  in  the  memorial; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  a 
National  Seminary  of  Learning  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  eleven  bills  last  bronght  up  for  concur- 
rence were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  iu  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  repeal  tbe  act  entitled  *An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  ezpenaes  of 
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GoverameBt,  and  maintaininff  the  public  credit, 
by  layinff  duties  oo  hoasebokl  fnrnitore.  and  oo 
gold  and  silver  watches;"  and  it  passed  to  ibe 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  30th  ultimo,  instructing  the 
Committee  on  R4)ad8  and  Canals  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  antborizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  sobaeribe  fifty  thousand  dollars 
to  the  Qreat  Coastwise  Canal  and  River  Navi- 
gation Company,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  WiLUAHS,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  tbe  heirs  of  Gteofffe  Nebinger,"  reported  it 
with  an  amendment,  wlicb  was  read. 

Mr.  FnoifmTiir  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bililo  erect  a  iightrhouse  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi  river;  and  tbe  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  suppliemen- 
tary  to  an  act,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  incorporate  a 
company  for  makiuff  certain  turnpike  roads  with* 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  and  on  the  question, 
**  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
timel"  k  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  people  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government,  and  for  the  wdmission  of 
such  State  into  tbe  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  tbe  original  States ;"  ia  which  bill  they  re- 
quest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have 
concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  pay- 
ment for  property  lost,  captured,,  or  destroyed  by 
the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  serf  ice  of  tbe 
United  States,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  tbe  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendmeius  to  the  bill  last  motioned,  and  con- 
curred therein. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Tne  bill  to  reward  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
United  States  frigate  Constitution  was  i«ad  a 
third  time^  and  passed. 

Mr.  FsoMEiCTiN,  from  the  committee,  reported 
that  they  had  re-examined  the  amendments  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to 
regulate  the  Post  Office  Bstablisbment,"  and  that 
they  were  correctly  engrossed. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  return  the  bills, 
together  with  the  amendments,  to  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  makinff  appropsiation  for  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  ana  canals,  was  ftirtber  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration,  in  Com- 
mittee, of  the  bill  from  the  House,  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  tb^  United  States, 
14tb  Con.  1st  Sess. — 9 


the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Qoij>sborouob  on 
Saturday  still  before  the  Committee. 

Messrs.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  Bibb,  and  Taylor, 
spoke  against  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  GoLnn- 
BORonuB  in  its  favor;  when  the  question  was 
taken,  and  the  motion  negatived — yeas  16,  nays 
16,  as  follows : 

Yi  AS*— Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentia,  Oaillard, 
Goldsborongh,  Harper,  Horsey,  Hnnter,  Kmg,  Msctm. 
Mason  of  New  Hainpsfaife,  Ssnlord,  Thompson,  Tich- 
enor,  Tomer,  and  Wells. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Bany,  Bibb^  Brown,  Camp- 
bell, Chaee,  Condit,  Howell,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Mor^ 
row,  Roberts,  Boggles,  Talbot,  Tait,  Taylor,  Vamom, 
Williams,  and  Wilson. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  an  amendment,  limiting 
the  selection  of  directors  by  the  President  to  such 
as  held  stock  to  the  amount  of  —  dollars, 
(ten  thousand  was  named  by  the  mover,)  and 
that  they  should  cease  to  be  directors  when  they 
ceased  to  hold  stock  to  that  amount. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Harpbr, 
Dana,  and  Taylor,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Ror- 
ERT8,  Barbour,  Macoit,  Campbrll,  and  Pro- 
MBNTiN,  and  negatived — ayes  9,  noes  10. 

Mr.  Kino  moved  an  amendment,  preventing 
directors  appointed  by  the  Government  from  act- 
iuff  as  agents  or  proxies  of  any  stockholders. 

Mr.  King  spoke  in  favor  of,  and  Messrs.  Rob- 
erts and  Campbell  a^iost  this  amendment; 
which  was  negatived  without  a  division. 
■  On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  an  amendment  was 
adopted,  requiring  that  there  should  not  be  more 
than  thirteen  nor  less  than  seven  directors,  to 
each  Branch  Bank. 

Mr.  Taylor  proposed  an  amendment,  making 
the  stock  of  tbe  United  States  unalienable ;  Mr. 
Campbell  spoke  against  it ;  oegatived-^ayes  10, 
noes  18. 

Mr.  Brown  ofiered  an  amendment,  ezclodiog 
the  United  States  as  a  stockholder  from  being 
represented  in  the  choice  of  directors,  dtc;  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Wells  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair,  as 
follows : 

Mr.  President,  the  Senate  having  gone  through 
the  different  amendments  which  Imve  been  be- 
fore them,  and  it  not  being  probable  that  there 
are  many  more,  if  any  other,  intended  to  be 
brought  forward,  the  proper  period  for  submitting 
a  proposition,  wiiich  will  fairljr  bring  into  notice 
the  general  views  of  this  subject,  has,  perhaps, 
now  arrived.  In  support,  then,  of  the  proposition 
of  postponement,  to  the  first  Monday  in  becem- 
ber  neit,  of  the  further  consideration  of  this  bill, 
which  I  purpose  to  move  you,  I  beg  the  indul- 
eence  of  the  Senate,  while  I  endeavor  to  show, 
Srstj^that  it  transcends  the  Constitutional  power 
of  Uoogress  to  pass  a  bill  containing  the  provi- 
sions which  this  does ;  secondly,  the  inexpediency 
of  enact Joj^  such  a  lawns  this,  even  if  we  possess 
the  Constitutional  power  to  doit;  and  thirdly, 
that  our  true  policy  is  to  avoid,  at  this  time,  le- 
gislating upon  the  subject — to  pass  no  law,  at  the 
present  session,  incorporating  a  banking  com- 
pany. 
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That  which  has  heretofore  .been  the  occasioa 
of  80  much  heated  contro?ersy,  was  simply  a 
qaestion  relaciog  to  the  escisteiice  or  oon-ezist- 
ence  of  a  power  in  CoDg;ress  to  incorporate  a 
company  for  establishing  a  bank.  That  question 
is  now  at  rest,  nor  do  I  propose  to  disturb  it. 
The  sole  inquiry  we  now  have  to  make  is,  as  to 
the  true  character  and  just  extent  of  this  authori- 
ty, that  we  may  not,  in  the  exercise  of  it,  carry 
it  oeyond  its  proper  limits. 

The  power  that  is  granted  is  a^ power  to  estab- 
lish a  bank  for  a  particular  end,  and,  of  course, 
constitutes  only  a  part  of  the  general  power,  in 
relation  to  the  establishment  of  banks  that  pre- 
viously existed  in  the  States.  For  this  reason  it 
is  a  power  of  a  minor  character  to  that  of  the 
States,  and  is  to  be  exercised  always  with  a  steady 
and  distinct  view  to  the  end  for  which  it  is  crea- 
ted. So  far  as  it  goes,  it  is  a  lawful  power,  and 
has  a  right  to  pursue  its  prescribed  course.  It 
may  keep  company  with  the  State  authority, 
but  has  no  right  to  quarrel  and  slay  its  compan- 
ion on  the  road.  Every  application,  then,  of  this 
power,  by  the  United  States,  which  has  a  ten- 
dency to  embarrass  or  impair  the  free  exercise  of 
the  power  reserved  to  the  States,  is  unwarranted, 
and  if  done  by  us  with  a  view  to  such  a  purpose, 
is  the  affair  of  arrogance  and  usurpation. 

This  is   not  a  primarv,   expressed,  original 
power.    In  vain,  as  such,  do  we  seek  for  it  in  the 
Constitution.    It  is  only  a  secondary,  an  implied, 
derivative  power,  if  such  maybe  properly  termed 
the  means  of  executing  an  expressly  delegated 
power.    Here  it  may  fairljr  be  asked.  Why  was 
this  power  left  to  implication  ?    Did  it  escape 
notice  ?    Was  it  overlooked  ?    Was  it  too  unim- 
portant for  enumeration?    Every  view  of  this 
subject,  and  every  relation  in  which  it  can  be 
placed,  to  the  other  authorities,  affords  an  infer- 
ence not  easily  resisted,  that  a  grant  of  this  power 
was  not  intended  to  be  applied.    If  the  express 
grant  of  such  a  power  was  moved,  the  silence  of 
the  Constitution,  as  to  that  power,  proves  that  it 
must  have  been  rejected.    I  understand  that  it 
was  moved  in  that  body,  and  was  rejected.    If 
this  was  actually  the  case,  (as  I  am  persuaded  it 
was,)  it  certainly  requires  the  utmost  effort  of  in- 
genuity to  prove  that  this  power  was  left  to  im- 
plication, in  order  that  the  subordinacy  of  its 
character  might  be  the  more  clearly  established, 
and  the  arrogance  of  its  pretensions  the  more  ea- 
sily repressed.    This  is  all,  if  it  be  not  a  great 
■  deal  more  than  any  fair  mode  of  interpreting  the 
Constitution,  as  we  have  it,  will  warrant.    We 
cannot,  for  a  moment,  suppose  that  the  great 
men,  who  formed  this  frame  of  ffovernment,  were 
unacquainted  with,  or  unmindful  of,  the  impo- 
sing character  of  this  power,  or  of  its  history 
here  or  abroad.    Did^they  not  know  that  a  prop- 
osition to  incorporate  a  banking  company,  by  the 
old  Congress,  had  been,  by -that  body,  rejected? 
And  furthermore,  could  those  grave  and  learned 
men  been  unaware  (if  they  intended  this  power 
to  he  inferred  as  a  means  of  executing  another 
power)  of  the  arduous,  perhaps  I  might  be  per- 
mitted to  say,  the  odious  character  of  the  task 


they  devolved  upon  implication  ?  Did  not  that 
enlightened  body  know  that  grants  of  specially 
enumerated  authorities  would  not  warrant  the 
exercise  of  a  power  as  a  means  for  carrying  into 
effect  another  power,  where  the  means  itself  is, 
in  character  and  importance,  entitled  to  rank 
with  some  one  of  the  enumerated  authorities? 
That  such  is  the  real  character  of  the  means  in 
question,  in  relation  to  some  of  those  authorities, 
even  limited  and  circumscribed  as  it  may  be,  1 
am  obliged  to  admit  there  is  too  much  reason  for 
insisting.  That  I  have  a  doubt,  therefore,  on  mj 
mind,  on  this  point,  I  am  free  to  confess.  It  is 
possible,  perhaps  it  is  probable,  if  the  vote  I  am 
to  give  upon  this  bill  demanded  of  me,  in  respect 
to  that  difficulty,  a  decision,  that  further  deliber- 
ation, aided  by  the  authorities  which,  I  am  told, 
support  the  opposite  opinion,  might  remove  that 
doubt. 

Sir,  I  confidenilv  rely  upon  the  cheerfulness 
with  which  honorable  gentlemen  who  have  here- 
tofore so  strenuously  denied  the  existence  of  the 
power  in  question  in  this  Gh>vernment,  will  ac- 
company me  in  the  inquiry  respecting  the  extent 
of  this  power.  It  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  to  be 
(not  an  original,  substantive,  but)  a  derivative, 
incidental  power.  What,  tben^  is  the  specially 
enumerated  power  to  which  it  is  incident,  as  one 
of  the  ^*  necessary  and  proper"  means  for  its  exe- 
cution ? 

Is  it  an  incident  to  the  power  to  ^  promote  the 
general  welfare  ?"  The  capacious  character  of 
this  provision,  if  it  is  to  be  viewed  simply  as  a 
grant  of  power,  would  render  the  subsequent 
enumeration  of  special  powers  a  matter  of  super- 
erogation. The  terms  *' general  welfare,"  when 
used  in  the  Constitution,  can  only  be  consiaered 
as  having  themselves  reference  to  one  of  the 
great  objects  for  the  promotion  of  which  this  Gbv- 
ernment  was  established,  and  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  which  the  special  powers,  contained  in 
the  Constitution,  have  been  delegated. 

Is  this  authority  to  establish  a  bank  an  inci- 
dent to  the  power  of  Congress  "  to  borrow  money 
on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,"  by  reason  of 
its  correlative  tendency  in  procuring  a  faculty  to 
lend?  If  this  be  the  source  from  which  it  is 
lawfully  derived,  we  need  look  no  further  for  the 
origin  of  this  or  of  any  other  authority.  If  this 
be  Us  fountain-head,  we  have  here  a  never-failing 
spring  of  power,  abundantly  sufficient  for  all  the 
purposes,  lawful  or  unlawful,  of  this  or  of  any 
other  Government  upon  earth.  I  turn  away  from 
it,  therefore,  without  further  investigation. 

Is  this  power  derived  from  that  of  coining 
money,  regulating  its  value  and  that  of  foreign 
coin  ?  Is  the  right  to  establish  a  National  Bank, 
on  account  of  its  tendency  in  our  hands  to  oper- 
ate upon  what  is  called  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try, derived  from  this  or  any  other  specially  dele- 
gated authority  ?  There  are  two  provisions  in 
the  Constitution  which  have  some  bearing  upon 
this  point.  That  to  which  I  have  jast  referred 
respecting  coin,  'and  that  which  prohibits  the 
States  the  issue  of  **  bills  of  credit,  and  the  de- 
claring of  moything  but  gold  and  silver  a  lawful 
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teoder  io  tbe  payment  of  debts."  It  cannot  be 
necessary  to  argue  that  a  power  to  make  a  bank 
distinctly  with  a  Tiew  to  its  putting  into  circula- 
tion promissory  notes  tbat  shall  hare  the  faculty 
of  mixing  and  keeping  company  with  the  cur- 
rency of  the  countrjr,  and  of  becoming  something 
like  paper  money,  is  not  a  necessary  and  proper 
auxiliary  to  the  power  in  this  Qovernment  of 
making  a  metallic  medium;  tbat  a  power,  in 
short,  to  make  a  metallic  money  has  not  inciaent 
to  it,  as  a.^^  necessary  and  proper"  means  for  its 
execution,  the  power  to  make  a  paper  money. 
Nor  need  any  time  be  spent  in  resisting  an  infer- 
ence, diawn  from  a  restraint  imposed  upon  a 
particular  power  in  the  State  governments,  which 
affects  to  communicate  to,  and  to  set  up  in,  this 
Government  a  faculty  co-ordinate  with  another 
power,  which  is  left  in  those  governments,  free 
and  unshackled.  So  far,  then,  as  honorable  gen- 
tlemen say  this  measure  is  intended  or  calculated, 
whether  with  a/  view  to  regulation  or  improve- 
ment, or  under  any  other  pretence,  to  operate 
upon  what  is  called  the  national  currency}  or,  in 
other  words,  to  restrain  the  States  from  estab- 
lishing similar  institutions,  and  impair  the  free 
exercise  of  the  franchises  of  those  already  in- 
corporated, it  is  warranted  by  no  part  of  tbe 
Constitution. 

I  come  now,  sir,  to  that  part  of  the  Constitution 
where  alone  can  be  found,  if  anywhere,  the  law- 
ful source  of  the  authority  of  this  Government 
to  incorporate  a  banking  company.  We  have 
the  power  *'to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im- 
posts, and  excises,"  for  certain  great  national 
purposes.  It  is  now  admitted,  by  most  of  the 
lorivier  opponents  of  this  doctrine,  that  the  estab- 
blishment  of  a  National  Bank  is  nothing  more 
thaii  the  employment  of  a  "  necessarv  and  proper" 
means  for  carrying  ^  into  execution"  the  power  to 
which  I  have  lust  referred.  The  correctness  of 
this  dootrine,  I  have  before  declared  it  to  be  not 
my  purpose  to  call  into  question.  This  part  of 
my  argument  is  entirely  predicated  upon  its  ad- 
mission, and  is  designed  solely  to  be  confined  to 
those, views  of  the  subject  which  will  show  the 
true  character  and  just  extent  of  this  authority, 
and  enable  us  to  determine  whether  we  are  not 
carrying  it,  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill  now  on 
our  tables,  further  tnan  is  warranted  by  the  Con- 
stitution. This,  then,  being  the  power  to  which 
the  authority  to  establish  a  bank  is  incident,  as  a 
*- necessary  and  proper"  means  for  its  execution, 
we  cannot  have  much  difficulty  in  the  definition 
of  its  limits.  Its  effect  upon  this  power  must  be 
in  relation  to  tbe  collection,  the  sale-keeping  and 
transmission  of  the  public  revenue.  The  notes 
which  a  bank  issues  may  (but,  by  the  by,  the  af- 
fairs of  a  bank  may  be  mismanaged  and  they  may 
not)  provide  the  people  with  an  equal  medium 
for  the  payment  of  their  public  dues  to  this  Gov- 
ernment. This  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  operate 
upon  the  currency ;  it  is  not  merely  to  afford  the 
people,  in  their  relations  with  the  Government, 
something  more  portable  and  convenient  to  pro- 
cure, and  pay,  than  metallic  money,  but  it  is  to 
provide  them  with  a  medium  of  contribution,  at 


a  time  when  the  metallic  medium  shall  disappear 
from  circulation.    Here  provision,  in  relation  to 
the  currency  generally,  would  seem  at  first,  to  be 
intended  for  an  event  like  that  of  the  disappear^ 
ance  of  the  metallic  medium ;  but  we  must  always 
remember  that  our  power,  in  relation  to  the  me- 
dium of  circulation,  refers  solely  to  a  metallic 
medium ;  and  of  course  excludes  the  other — ej> 
pregno  uniua  eat  exchmo  aUerius.    If  it  be  not 
questioned  how  far,  in  this  point  of  view,  as  con- 
nected with  the  currency  (a  subject,  as  before- 
mentioned,  expressly  legislated  upon)  there  is  m 
power  to  procure  for  the  people  these  kind  of  fa- 
cilities, for  the  pajrmeot  oi  their  taxes ;  surely  the 
power  must,  in  this  respect,  confine  itself  directly 
to  this  end.    What  then  is  the  capital  necessary 
for  constitutine  a  bank  to  answer  this  purpose? 
This  ought  to  have  been  shown  us.    Those  who 
have  no  warrant  to  employ  this  power,  but  dis- 
tinctly with  a  view  to  the  attainment  of  a  partic- 
ular end,  must  have  known  that  the  purposes  for 
which  alone  it  can  be  lawfully  used,  prescribe 
the  limitations  to  its  exercise.    The  moral  obli- 
gation imposed  upon  them  not  to  exceed  those 
limits,  requires,  likewise,  that  they  should  ascer- 
tain where  they  were  placed.    If  there  has  been 
an  inquiry  made  upon  this  head,  what  principles 
have  guided  that  inquiry ;  and  which  of  them 
have  been  presented  to  the  Senate  1    What  cal- 
culations have  been  submitted  to  us,  to  show  that, 
in  respect  to  the  capital,  we  are  not  exceeding  the 
pale  of  our  authority  ?    The  hazard  of  excess 
must  not  be  incurred,  while  there  are  any  means 
at  our  command  of  ascertaining  how  it  may  be 
avoided.    It  is  not  for  those  of  us  who  think  it,  at 
this  time,  inexpedient  to  establish  a  bank,  to  show 
where  the  excess  is.    It  is  incumbent  upon  the 
friends  of  this  bill,  who  call  upon  us  for  our  votes, 
who  desire  that  we  should  keep  them  company, 
to  prove  to  us  that  thejr  are  going  no  further  than 
they  ought  to  go.    This  they  have  not  done.    It 
has  not  been  affirmatively  proven  to  us  that  m 
capital  to  this  amount  is  necessary ;  and,  for  one. 
I  think  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  a  capital  ot 
thirty-five  millions,  is  larger  than  is  required,  for 
the  purposes  for  which  we  are  to  establish  a  bank, 
A  capital  much  lower  than  even  twenty  millions 
would  be  adequate  to  the  establishment  of  a  twak, 
in  each  State  in  the  Union;  and  the  objects  of 
safe-keeping,  and  easy  transmission  of  the  public 
revenue  accomplished.    The  capital  of  this  bank| 
with  a  view  to  the  effect  of  its  notes,  in  affording 
an  equal  medium  for  the  payment  by  the  people, 
and  tbe  receipt  by  the  Government,  of  the  public 
dues,  is  not  to  be  inquired  into,  with  a  view  to 
any  given  state  of  things.    The  charter  is  to  last 
for  twenty  years.  If  this  capital,  during  that  period, 
should  be  likely  to  become  too  soiail,  the  power 
to  raise  it  by  our  own,  or  other  subscriptions,  may 
be  reserved.    If  we  have  a  view,  in  ascertaining 
the  proper  extent  of  this  capital,  to  periods  when 
the  preservative  of  a  metallic  medium  shall  be 
withdrawn  from  the  paper  circulation,  then  this 
capital  (if  the  bank  is  to  be  what  its  advocates 
insist  upon  to  be  their  intention  to  render  it,  a 
specie  paying  bank,)  is  unnecessarily  large.    lu 
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issues,  in  such  times,  must  be  limited,  not  by  the 
amount  of  the  public  revenue,  but  by  that  of  the 
specie  in  its  vaults.  If  our  attention,  however,  is 
principally  directed,  as  to  me  it  seems  it  ought 
to  be,  to  the  usual  and  natural  state  of  thin^ 
when  the  presence  of  the  metallic  medium  will 
afford  to  the  paper  currency  a  free  and  uninter- 
rupted circulation,  then  a  much  smaller  capital 
than  that  of  thirty-five  millions,  in  such  a  state 
of  things,  would  enable  the  bank,  by  the  succes- 
sive issues  and  returns  of  its  paper,  to  afford  to 
the  people  and  to  the  Government  the  desired 
facilities.  The  process  between  the  Government 
and  the  people,  is  that  of  payment  and  disburse- 
ment; and  the  steady  and  uniform  succession  of 
these  operations,  which  can  never  be  disturbed, 
communicates  to  a  paper  medium,  even  in  a  higher 
degree,  the  well  known  faculty  belonging  to  a 
metallic  medium,  of  transacting  a  large  amount 
of  business,  with  a  small  amount  of  money.  In 
this  view  of  the  subject,  can  there  be  a  question 
whether  a  much  smaller  capital  would  not  afford 
ever^  lawful  facility  that  the  revenue  operations 
of  this  Government  require?  A  capital  of  ten 
millions  successfully  accomplished  this  object, 
and  with  (he  aid  of  three  or  four  millions  of  other 
banking  capital,  conjointlv  with  the  metallic  me- 
dium, circulatea  the  whole  business  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  country.  Surely,  theo,  a  na- 
tional banking  capital  of  twenty  millions,  with 
the  banking  capital  of  the  States,  will  be  now 
amply  sufficient  for  the  same  purposes ;  however 
hign  may  be  our  estimate  of  the  increased  activity 
and  expansion  of  the  industry  and  enterprise  of 
the  country.  If  I  am  well  founded  in  tnese  re- 
marks, I  have  sustained  and  established  one  Con- 
stitutional objection  to  this  bill ;  by  showing  (hat 
the  capital  of  this  bank  is  larger  than  is  necessary 
for  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  we  are  re- 
quired to  keep  in  view,  in  ^he  establishment  of 
this  institution. 

There  is  another  and  a  more  interesting  point 
of  view  which  it  remains  to  notice,  and  which 
goes  to  show  that  this  bill  does  not  merely,  in 
respect  to  capital,  exceed  our  Constitutional  au- 
thority. I  refer  to  that  provision  which  author- 
izes tne  appointment  of  a  certain  proportion  of 
the  directors  of  this  bank  by  the  Uovernment. 
Every  control  and  authority  over  this  great 
moneyed  institution,  so  intimately  connected  as 
it  is  with  the  great  interests  of  society,  beyond 
what  is  requisite  for  the  promotion  of  the  limited 
objects  we  are  bound  to  keep  in  view,  communi- 
cates to  the  Government  an  influence  and  patroh- 
age  which  it  has  no  right  to  possess.  It  is  proper 
that  I  should  circumscribe,  within  narrow  limits, 
what  I  have  to  say  in  respect  to  the  just  charac- 
ter of  that  influence,  after  the  able  view  of  it 
which  must  have  been  presented  by  the  honor- 
able member  from  New  York  (Mr.  BlIno)  in  sup- 
port of  his  motion  to  strike  out  this  p«rt  of  the 
bill.  The  honorable  chairman  (Mr.  Bibb)  who 
reported  this  bill,  in  reply  to  that  argument,  in- 
sisted that  there  was  incident  to  the  power  to 
establish  a  baak,  that  of  prescribing  the  regula- 
tions which  are  necessary  to  guard  the  country 


against  the  mischief  it  might  otherwise  do.  Sir, 
I  deny  not  the  truth  of  this  position;  but  still 
it  equally  remains  to  be  shown  that  the  regu- 
lation in  question,  which  invests  the  Govern- 
ment with  an  influence  of  such  magnitude,  is 
'*  necessary  and  proper"  to  prevent  a  greater  mis- 
chief than  the  one  which  the  regulation  itself  in- 
troduces. The  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir* 
gina  (Mr.  Babboub)  contends  for  the  salutary 
effect  of  this  regulation,  and  insists  that  it  com- 
municates to  the  Government  an  influence  too 
unimportant  to  justify  any  serious  apprehension. 
He  considers  these  directors  merely  as  sentinels 
on  the  watch  tower,  and  that  the  smallness  of 
their  number  can  never  give  to  the  Government 
a  dangerous  ascendency  in  the  management  of 
this  institution.  Let  us  for  a  moment  inquire 
into  the  character  of  these  directors.  If  they  are 
sentinels  on  the  watch  tower;  if  they  are  to  be 
enlisted  into  our  service,  what  bounty  are  we  to 
give  them ;  what  pay  are  they  to  receive  from  us? 
They  are  to  perform  for  us  an  important  service ; 
they  are  to  apprize  us  of  the  earliest  approaches 
of  danger.  The  board  of  directors  wiU  be  daily 
assembled,  and  these  our  sentinels  must  mount 
guard  as  often ;  they  are  to  have  a  full  share  of 
trouble  in  the  superintendence  of  this  institution, 
and  they  are  to  do  all  this,  not  for  the  pood  of  the 
concern,  in  which  they  have  no  participation,  but 
for  our  advantage  solely,  that  we  may  know,  in 
time  to  take  care  of  ourselves,  when  this  com- 
pany is  likely  to  go  astray  from  its  duty  to  the 
stocxholders,  the  country,  or  the  Government. 
These  are  services,  I  admit,  of  great  value,  and 
to  be  performed,  no  doubt,  by  able  and  virtuous 
men ;  and  yet,  for  all  this,  you  pay  nothing;  and 
why  so?  Are  we  to  calculate  upon  a  degree  of 
patriotism  and  disinterestedness,  to  which  we 
make  no  claim  ourselves  ?  The  truth  is.  we  do 
not  expect  these  services  to  be  performed  for  us 
without  remuneration ;  but  the  anomaly  consists 
in  our  not  paying  for  them  ourselves.  These 
spies  are  to  be  m  our  service,  and  to  labor  for  lit, 
on  account  of  the  pay  they  receive  from  oOien, 
In  imitation  of  the  Napoleon  model,  these  gentle* 
men  are  to  be  maintained  by  those  whom  they  are 
set  over  to  guard.  Their  posts  will  be  places  in 
request  at  all  times— in  peace  as  well  as  in  war. 
In  times  of  peace,  of  public  repose,  when  the 
business  of  the  country  is  undisturbed,  and  the 
Government  in  no  need  of  loans  from  the  bank, 
these  directorships  will  be  entirely  useless,  for 
any  lawful  purpose,  to  the  United  States.  During 
this  period,  the  men  who  hold  these  appointments, 
and  their  numerous  friends,  will  be  out  as  vul- 
tures fattening  on  the  institution.  During  this 
period  you  obtain  a  patronage  for  the  Adminis- 
tration, through  the  medium  of  these  directors, 
and  their  retainers,  without  the  performance  ot 
any  lawful  service.  In  this  respect,  then,  the 
provision  is  unconstitutional;  and  the  influence 
for  which  you  oblige  others  to  pay,  is  as  unjust  as 
it  is  unconstitutional.  But  when  the  season  of 
diflieulty  arrives ;  when  war  shall  disturb  and 
break  up  the  regular  course  of  business;  when 
public  and  private  credit  shall  be  shaken ;  when 
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the  good  of  the  country  shall  iioperioasljr  require 
the  affairs  of  this  institution  to  be  conducted  with 
e¥eo  more  than  the  usual  prudence  and  circum- 
spection, then  will  be  the  time  that  the  pernicious 
agency  of  this  directorship,  co-operating  with 
other  active  influences,  wiii  wield  this  great 
moneyed  corporation,  at  the  will  and  pleasure 
of  the  Government.  It  is  no  answer  to  tell  us 
of  the  smaiinese  of  the  number  of  these  direc- 
tors. The  Hercules  is  in  the  system — in  the 
power  that  the  QoTerninent  possesses  of  continu- 
ing or  withholding  its  deposites.  These  directors 
are  but  the  club  with  which  you  arm  him.  The 
smallness  of  their  number  is  no  security.  The 
principle  upon  which  they  are  introduced  is  un- 
sound, is  corrupt,  is  contagious^  and  its  natural 
tendency  will  be  to  spread  itself.  These  five  di- 
rectors, fwhom  the  Government  thea  will  take 
care  to  keep  in  their  own  pay,)  themselves  the 
absolute  creatures  of  those  from  whom  they  have 
derived  their  authoritjr,  will  be  sore  to  find  at  the 
board,  when  the  spirit  of  party  in  the  country^ 
runs  high,  others  become  as  subservient  as  them- 
selves; and  cannot  fail,  in  a  season  of  difficulty 
and  embarrassment,  with  their  united  influence, 
to  aecoinplish,  through  the  fears  and  the  hopes  of 
the  rest,  whatever  shall  be  demanded  of  the  hank, 
as  the  price  of  the  continuance  of  the  Govern- 
mental favor.  By  this  process,  will  loan  upon 
loan  be  rivetted  upon  the  bank,  until  this  great 
debtor  will  become  its  lord  and  master.  Surely 
tliese  apprehensions  cannot  justly  be  called  the 
offspring  of  distempered  imaginations.  Honor- 
able gentlemen  certainly  who.  themselves,  have 
painted  in  such  glowing  tints' the  terrors  of  this 
mflueooe — ^not  of  the  influence  of  such  a  body 
politic  as  this,  in  which  it  is  organized,  and  di- 
rectly set  up  and  established,  and  openly  avowed 
to  the  world,  but  of  one  where  it  was  sedulously 
gjuarded  against — surely  such  will  not  insist  that 
tj^ere  i»  no  foundation  for  alarm.  Formerly  it 
was  saidj  give  this  new  power,  this  lever^  but  a 
fliW^om,  a  point  to  rest  upon,  and,  like  another 
Archimedes,  it  will  move  the  political  world  a? 
it  pleases.  Afford  it  but  an  opoortunity  to  act 
upon  the  Stat^  and  theire  will  be  nothing  in 
their  sovereignties  or  the  people  beyond  its  pur- 
chase. Formerly  it  was  calculated,  in  its  mildest 
form,  to  destroy  the  responsibility  between  the 
Government  and  the  people ;  and  leading  to  ez- 
Uavagance,  to  corruption,  and  to  wicked  and  ruin- 
ous wars,  to  overturn  the  liberties  of  this  nation* 
If  these  representations  of  danger  were  somewhat 
surcharged  in  respect  to  the  former  institution, 
how  just  are  they  with  resjwct  to  the  present ! 
To  me  it  seems  that  now  is  the  time  that  we 
ought  most  sedulously  to  guard  against  a  |>ower 
of  this  kind  in  the  Government,  while  the  yrouog, 
the  enterprising,  the  ambitious,  and  the  military 
character  of  this  country  is  developing  itself.  I 
say  the  military  character  of  this  nation,  because 
it  is  but  too  apparent  that  the  events  of  the  late 
"glorious  war'  Tas  it  is  not  onfrequently  tri- 
umphantly termed)  have  had  no  tendency  to  in- 
crease our  foodnett  for  the  pursuits  of  peace. 
TlMt  there  was  glory  in  that  war  4  am  proud  to 


acknowledge ;  but  speaking  of  the  war  generally, 
and  the  situation  of  the  country  during  its  con- 
tinuance, of  its  causes,  and  its  errors,  I  may  be 
permitted  to  say,  if  there  was  glory— and  I  repeat 
again  I  am  proud  to  acknowledge  it— it  was  only 
"  gloom  in  glory  dressed."  Much,  sir,  I  fear  that 
this  happy  country,  once  so  fond  of  peace,  when 
sufficiently  practised  upon,  is  to  become  as  deeply 
enamored  of  war  and  valorous  enterprise  as  Xia 
Mancha's  Knight,  and,  with  him,  is  to  be  made 
to  exclaim,  "  armor  is  our  dress  and  battles  our 
repose."  I  shall  press  this  objection  no  farther. 
We  are  permitted  by  the  Constitution  to  incor- 
porate a  banking  company  to  facilitate  the  col- 
lection and  disbursement  of  our  revenue.  It  has 
been  shown  that  this  power  must  be  exercised 
with  a  view  to  its  proper  objecu,  and  that  every 
rej^olation  that  looks  further  than  the  attainment 
otthese  objecu  is  unwarranted ;  and  in  relation 
to  this  directorship,  I  think  it  must  be  apparent, 
that  it  is  entirely  foreign  to  these  objects;  or,  if 
in  a  slight  degree  incidentally  connected  with 
them,  that  its  main  bearii]ig  is  upon  other  points, 
and  that  its  ffeneral  tendency,  by  the  concurring 
testimony  ofall  parties^  is  to  communicate  an  in- 
fluence to  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
of  an  extremely  dangerous  character.  The  biU, 
therefore,  in  this  respect,  is  unconstitutional. 

The  remaining  Constitutional  objection  to  this 
bill  arises  from  its  interference  with  the  concur- 
rent power  of  the  States.  It  is  to  operate  upon 
the  State  banko,  "  {waceahly  if  it  can,  forcibly  if 
it  must."  With  this  object  in  view,  the  bill  no 
doubt  has  been  formed  to  have  due  effect.  In*- 
deed,  with  the  controlling  influence  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, it  .can not  fail  to  accomplish  its  object, 
whenever  the  necessary  impulse  for  that  purpose 
shall  be  ^iven.  If  a  iactt)ty  is  communicated  to 
a  power  in  this  Government  to  regulate  a  con- 
current power  in  the  State  governments!,  then  is 
an  end  at  once  of  the  co-ordinacy  of  these  powers; 
one  of  them  instantly  becomes  only  the  numhle 
dependant  upon  the  other,  and  must  even  cease 
its  existence  whenever  the  will  and  pleasure  of 
iu  superior  shall  be  known.  How  extraordinary 
has  been  the  course  of  opinions  upon  this  sub- 
ject! 

The  friends  of  a  baok  formerly  required  for  this 
Government  the  exercise  only  of  an  equal  and 
concurrent  power,  even  not  so  much ;  thiey  are 
now  obliged  to  argue  against  honorable  gentle- 
men who  refused  that  power,  and  who  now,  in 
effect,  contend  for  the  exercise  of  a  superior  and 
exclusive  power.  If  euch,  then,  is  intended  to  be 
the  eflSect  of  this  bill,  and  if  its  provisions  are  cal- 
culated for  the  attainment  of  that  end,  it  is  most 
indubitably  unconstitutional.  If  what  is  termed 
implication,  is  to  become  the  lawful  proprietor  of 
what  she  is  only  permitted  to  use  for  a  special 
purpose,  and  is  to  bear  off,  too,  what  she  haa  no 

Eretence  for  askingto  borrow,  all  our  paper  regu- 
itions  are  idle.  With  an  encroaching  and  rest* 
less  agency  of  this  kind  in  the  Constitution,  there 
is  no  limit  to  the  power  of  this  Government.  I 
shall  press  no  further  Constitutional  obiections  to 
this  bilU  bat  will  now  proceed,  with  the  further 
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indulgence  of  the  Senate,  to  examine  the  genera] 
policy  of  this  nieasare. 

This  hill  came  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Admin- 
istration ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  correcting 
the  diseased  state  of  our  paper  currencv,  bv  re- 
straining and  curtailing  the  over  issue  of  banlcing 
paper;  and  yet  it  came  prepared  to  inflict  upon 
us  the  same  evil;  being  itself  nothing  more  than 
simply  a  paper- making  machine,  and  constituting 
in  this  respect  a  scheme  of  policy  about  as  wise, 
in  point  of  precaution,  as  the  contrivance  of  one 
of  Kabelais'  heroes,  who  hid  himself  in  water  for 
fear  of  rain.  The  disease,  it  is  said,  under  which 
the  people  labor,  is  the  bauKin^  fever  of  the  States; 
and  this  is  to  be  cured  by  giving  them  the  hank- 
ing fever  of  the  United  States.  To  my  mind, 
the  real  evil  consists  not  so  much  in  a  supera- 
bundance of  paper,  as  in  a  scarcity  of  specie.  The 
paper  currency  does  not  exceed  what  is  required 
to  circulate  the  business  of  the  country ;  it  only 
wants  the  accrediting,  the  quickening,  the  vivi- 
fying principle  which  it  requires  a  certain  propor- 
tion of  specie  to  communicate  to  it.  But  this  bill 
is  to  supply  that  want;  it  is  to  be  our  alchemist, 
and  is  to  effect  for  us  even  the  transmutation  of 

Saper  into  gold.  How  this  matter  i»  to  be  con- 
ucted,  we  have  not  been  told.  It  is  admitted 
that  the  great  desideratum  will  not  be  afforded 
all  at  once.  The  process,  we  are  informed,  re- 
quires time;  but  we  are  assured  that,  in  the  end, 
it  will  not  disappoint  our  hopes.  For  one,  sir,  I 
am  not  willing  to  trust  to  a  scheme  of  this  sort. 
Not  only  it  is  not  shown  how  its  professed  object 
is  to  be  accomplished,  but  the  fallacy  of  its  pre- 
tensions is  susceptible  of  demonstration.  This  is 
to  be  a  specie,  or  a  paper-payinff  bank.  Take 
either  hypothesis— suppose  it  the  former — ^will  it 
increase  the  quantity  of  specie  in  the  country ; 
will  it  restore  to  circulation  that  which  is  in  the 
country ;  or  will  it  put  into  circulation  anything 
that  will  answer  the  purpose  of  specie  ?  That  it 
will  increase  the  quantity  of  specie,  powerful  as 
may  be  its  alchemy,  none  will  pretend.  Will  it 
emancipate  from  restraint  what  is  already  in  the 
country?  That  the  quantity  of  specie  in  the 
United  Slates  is  dimmished,  is  acknowledged, 
and  it  will  not  be  denied  that  a  much  larger  pro- 
portion of  specie,  than  formerly  was  sufficient  to 
maintain  the  free  circulation  of  hank  paper,  will 
be  required  to  revive  and  establish  punlic  confi- 
dence in  that  currency  as  a  steady  and  certain 
representative  of  gold  and  silver.  Those  banks, 
therefore,  that  have  now  the  precious  metals 
locked  up  in  their  vaults,  not  only  will  but  ou^ht 
to  keep  them  there,  until  the  necessary  addition 
is  made  by  the  course  of  trade ;  more  especially 
ought  they  to  do  so,  at  this  time,  when  the  course 
of  that  trade  has  thrown  the  exchange  so  much 
against  us,  that  every  dollar  they  paid  out  would 
be  exported.  If  this  bank  is  to  be  a  specie  bank, 
will  it  put  into  and  keep  in  circulation  anything 
that  will  answer  the  purpose  of  specie  7  Who 
are  to  borrow  of  this  bank,  and  what  will  be  their 
inducements  to  borrow?  Those  who  obtain  dis- 
counts will  receive  paper  equal  in  value  to  gold 
and  silver ;  and  their  debts  jnust  be  paid  off,  when 


they^  become  due,  not  in  the  notes  of  other  banks, 
but  in  the  notes  of  this  bank,  or  in  gold  and  silver* 
If  they  borrow  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
more  equal  and  unvarying  medium,  than  any 
other  bank  paper  will  afford  them,  of  remittance 
to  any  part  of  the  United  States,  or  with  a  view 
to  purchase  cheaper  anything  they  may  want  to 
buy,  their  object  is  accomplished.  But  when  the 
time  arrives  for  them  to  pay  off  their  debts  to  the 
bank,  they  must  purthase  up  the  paper  of  this 
bank,  or  gold  and  silver,  with  other  banking  pa* 
per,  and  with  the  same  or  a  mater  loss.  What 
will  they  then  have  gained  by  the  transaction  ? 
Pay  their  debts  they  must,  when  they  become 
due;  and,  cost  what  it  will,  they  must  procure 
the  paper  of  the  same  bank,  or  gold  and  silver. 
They  nave  gained,  say  ten  per  cent,  in  their  re* 
mittance,  or  their  purchase,  and  they  must  give 
it  up  again  to  obtain  the  means  of  paying  these 
debts;  and,  moreover,  run,  without  any  advan- 
tage, the  risk  of  being  disappointed  in  procuring 
those  means.  There  will  be,  likewise,  accompa- 
nying this,  another  operation.  Those  who  borrow 
(if  any  under  such  circumstances  will  borrow) 
must  have  a  view  to  purchase,  or  remittance  to 
some  other  part  of  the  Union;  and,  in  that  mode^ 
the  paper  ot  this  bank  will  get  into  the  hands  of 
persons  who  have  no  debts  to  pay  to  the  bank. 
What  will  they  do  with  this  paper?  Will  it 
come  into  their  possession  so  utterly  untainted 
with  suspicion,  with  such  all-inspiring  confidences 
as  to  make  the  holders  of  it  prefer  it  to  gold  ana 
silver?  Certainly  not.  The  recollection  of  re- 
cent events,  the  infirm  condition  of  the  other 
banking  i>aper,  will  prompt  the  holders  of  it  to 
demand  immediately  in  exchange  that  which 
they  know  is  immutable  in  its  value.  And,  more* 
over,  there  may  he  a  sudden  fluctuation  in  the 
rate  of  foreign  exchange,  which  may  communi* 
cate  to  gold  and  silver  a  -temporary  appreciation 
over  the  paper  currency,  without  sensibly  (if  at 
all^  depressing  contemporaneously  its  value  in  re-> 
lation  to  anything  else  it  may  command.  When 
this  takes  place,  the  holder  of  the  gold  and  silver 
obtained  from  this  bank  in  exchange  for  its  paper, 
will  find  a  profit  between  the  value  at  which  he 
received  the  paper,  and  the  gold  which  he  has 
obtained  for  it,  sufficient  to  induce  him  to  pan 
with  it  for  the  currency  of  the  other  banks ;  and 
which  profit  he  can,  by  investment  and  purchase, 
render  certain  before  the  impulse  of  appreciation 
can- be  communicated  to  what  he  finally  obtains. 
While,  therefore,  the  exchange  against  the  coun* 
try  is  progressing,  this  process  will  accompany  it, 
and  effect  the  removal  abroad  of  our  specie.  To 
emancipate  specie  from  the  restraints  now  im- 
posed upon  it,  is  to  permit  it  to  pursue  its  own 
course ;  and  that  course  (in  the  present  state  of 
foreign  exchanges)  leads  it  out  of  the  United 
States;  and  thus  the  immediate  and  inevitable 
effect  of  our  legislation  for  restoring  specie  to  cir- 
culation, is  to  send  what  we  have  remaining  of 
it  out  of  the  country.  If  in  this  state  of  things, 
then,  this  bank  is  to  be  a  specie  bank,  it  can  issue 
paper  only  to  the  amount  of  its  specie.  It  cannot 
issue  paper  even  to  that  amount,  because  there 
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will  be  DO  iBdoeement  to  borrow,  upon  the  terms 
upon  which  a  specie  bank  can  now  alone  lend ; 
and  even  if  it  could  lend  out,  on  these  terms,  pap^r 
to  the  amount  of  its  specie,  it  would  effect  nothing 
in  valae  towards  the  great  object  of  this  policy. 
It  would  be  only  amusing  itself,  like  Diogenes, 
who  set  himself  about  rolling  his  tub,  rather  than 
be  idle  irhile  all  others  were  employed.  But  al- 
low me  here,  sir,  to  ask,  what  is  to  be  done,  if 
this  bank,  in  which  we  as  stockholders  are  to  have 
so  deep  an  interest,  should,  as  it  probably  pretty 
soon  will,  wade  out  of  its  depth ;  should  exhaust 
its  specie,  (as  it  inevitably  must  do  if  it  issues 
paper  to  an  amount  exceeding,  even  in  a  rery 
limited  degree,  its  specie  capital,)  and  become 
unable  to  pay  its  paper?  When  that  happens,  as 
happen  it  must  if  there  is  not  a  considerable  addi- 
tion to  the  specie  capital  of  the  country,  the  ur- 
gency of  the  case  will  make  its  own  law ;  and  it 
will  either  be  the  law  of  public  opinion,  of  public 
necessity,  and  public  interest — the  same  law  un- 
der which  the  State  banks  now  operate — or  it  will 
be  a  law  of  our  own  enactment,  striking  off  the 
shackles  we  are  now  riveting  upon  this  institu- 
tion. No,  sir,  this  bill  cannot  restore  the  specie 
in  the  country  to  circulation,  nor  can  it  dissolve 
the  powerful  spell  which  fear,  and  suspicion,  and 
even  prudence,  have  placed  upon  it.    Of  our  ca- 

Keity  to  increase  its  quantity  by  this  bill,  we 
ve  about  as  good  evidence  as  the  facetious 
writer  before  referred  to  had  of  his  royal  descent ; 
be  had^  be  tells  us,  "  a  marvellous  desire  to  be  a 
king  himself;"  we  have  "a  marvellous  desire,"  I 
admit,  to  increase  the  quantity  of  specie,  and  we 
have  no  other  better  way  of  showing  the  specie- 
makittg  tendency  of  this  bill. 

I  beg  leave^  sir,  to  remark  upon  the  distinctly 
avowed  coercive  policy  in  which  this  bill  origi- 
nated, with  a  view  to  considerations  that  are  for- 
eign to  the  Constitutional  question.  This  bank 
has  an  immense  capital;  and  when  the  state  of 
things  in  tbis  country  shall  be  better  settled;  when 
a  favorable  course  of  trade  shall  have  brou|^ht  us 
the  necessary  supplies  of  specie,  the  operations  of 
this,  and  other  banks,  will  be  conducted  as  for- 
merly. This,  then,  will  become  a  paper  making 
bank,  as  well  as  the  others;  but  the  excess  of  all 
will  be  guarded  against  by  the  necessity  which 
will  be  imposed  of  maintaining  the  principle  of 
convertibility.  This  new  bank,  with  its  branches, 
will  have  afforded  it  by  governmental  depositee, 
and  the  receipt  by  the  United  States  of  the  pub- 
lie  revenue,  in  its  paper,  the  means  of  extending 
its  discounts,  and  increasing  its  issues  in  propor- 
tion to  its  capital  greatly  beyond  what  the  other 
banks  can  venture  to  do;  and  particularly  must 
the  operations  of  the  State  Imnks  continue  very 
limited  and  circumscribed,  until  the  first  hostile 
impulse  commwAcated  to  this  institution  has 
ceased  to  operate,  and  until  due  confidence  can 
be  inspired  that  the  same  vindictive  spirit  will 
not  nftLiQ  be  aroused  and  inflamed.  In  this  state 
of  things  the  banking  capital  you  now  create  will 
firmly  establish  iuelf^  and  eventually  take  the 

Cace  of  so  much  or  the  capital  of  the  State 
tnks.    You  create  a  banking  capital  beyond 


what  is  requisite  for  the  attainment  of  the  lawful 
ends  of  this  Government,  no  one  hating  dis- 
proved, indeed  all  seeming  to  admit,  the  existence 
already  in  the  country  of  a  sufficient  banking 
capiui.  Why,  then,  is  this  injustice  done,  of 
supplanting  one  species  of  banking  capital  with 
another?  Can  we  forget  that  a  large  proportion 
of  the  State  banks  is  the  offspring  of  our  own 
policy?  We  refused  the  reincorporation  of  the 
old  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  we  declined  alto- 
gether the  exercise  of  the  authority  to  establish 
these  institutions,  and  mainly  upon  the  ground 
that  the  power  to  organize  them  was  exclusively 
vested  in  the  State  governments.  This  opinion 
was  adopted,  and  zealously  and  perseveringly  aa- 
serted  by  the  most  potent  States  in  the  Union ; 
and  subscribed  to,  apd  openly  maintained  by  the 
most  enlightened,  the  most  intelligent,  and  influ- 
ential supporters  of  the  present  order  of  things. 
Hence  the  origin  of  a  great  many  of  the  State 
banks.  The  subscribers  to  those  banks,  relying 
upon  the  soundness,  or  at  least,  the  permanency 
of  this  opinion^  purchased  their  charters  of  the 
States ;  and  the  public  money  of  those  govern- 
ments has  been  invested  to  a  large  amount  in 
those  banks.  What,  then,  can  warrant,  in  a  re- 
nunciation of  former  sentiments,  the  extension  of 
the  capital  of  this  bank  beyond  the  proper  objects 
of  such  a  bank?  It  is  equally  forbidden  by  the 
Constitution,  and  by  the  plain  principles  of  com- 
mon justice.  Let  the  conduct  of  these  institu- 
tions (generally  speaking)  be  examined ;  let  it  be 
ezposea  to  the  severest  scrutiny,  and  there  will 
be  nothing  found  to  justify  the  severity  of  this 
measure.  Even  if  it  oe  admitted  that  the  coarse 
of  these  bodies,  set  free  from  the  restraints  which 
usnally  oblige  them  to  revolve  in  their  proper 
orbiu,  has  been  somewhat  erratic — what  then? 
Has  their  course  been  that  of  public  calamity, 
and  private  distress?  You  must  judge  of  them 
by  the  good  as  well  as  the  evil  they  have  doneu 
They  have  been  the  nerve  and  spring  of  your  in- 
dustry; they  have  been  the  spirit  which  has  ani- 
mated your  enterprise ;  and  if  they  have  been  a 
fountain  which  has  sent  out  bitter  waters,  they 
have  sent  out  sweet  waters  too.  What  would 
have  been  your  condition*-what  would  be  our 
condition  this  moment,  without  them?  Have 
they  banished  the  specie  from  the  country  ?  That 
was  the  affair  of  our  achievement.  This  useful 
friend  we  lost  ourselves;  and  they  have,  to  the 
best  of  their  ability,  supplied  its  place.  Is  it  for 
us  to  bestow  upon  them  unqualified  censure;  for 
us^  whose  measures  annihilated  the  restraints,  and 
withdrew  from  them  the  great  seciKity  of  steadi- 
ness and  uniformity?  Is  it  for  us  to  condemn 
them  in  mass,  who  were  the  first  to  seize  with 
avidity,  and  to  profit  to  the  fullest  extent  of  our 
influence  over  them,  of  the  opportunity  made  by 
ourselves  to  lead  them  astray?  Then  our  con- 
duct to  them  was  "as  soft  as  the  tips  of  our  ears ;" 
but  now  that  our  purpose  is  served,  ^  our  gorge 
rises"  at  them,  and,  in  the  time  of  their  need,  we 
unhesitatingly  devote  them  to  destruction. 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  the  evil  was  not  in  a  su- 
perabundance of  paper,  but  in  a  scarcity  of  spe- 
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>cie ;  for  I  think  every  view  taken  of  the  opera- 
tioos  of  the  bank  will  show,  with  bat  fewezcep* 
tions,  that  they  have  not  exceeded  their  proper 
limits.  The  first  effect  of  loosening:  their  re* 
strain ts  was  not  to  send  them  a  heedless,  head- 
long course.  The  inflaence  of  habit  continued 
after  the  necessity  which  gave  it  birth  had  ceased. 
They  went -on  the  same  path,  and  might  have 
been  so  expected  to  do  for  some  t-ime  by  their 
own  momentum.  Th^se  banks  were  generally 
under  the  direction  of  able  and  honest  men;  not 
of  such  as  were  incapable  of  appreciating  the 
difficulty  and  delicacy  of  their  situation,  but  of 
men  whose  prudence,  foreseeing  the  embarrass- 
ments they  would  have  to  contend  with,  imme- 
diately  replaced  the  restraints  which  necessity 
had  imposed  and  maintained.  The  particular 
instances  of  excess  which  have  been  referred  to 
are  those  of  exception  \  and,  even  in  those  cases, 
the  business  of  the  banks  has  fallen  below  what 
specie  times  have  witnessed  and  will  warrant ; 
and  still  further  below  what  this  bank,  with  its 
paper  circulating;  capacity,  will  do  in  such  times* 
What  course,  different  from  that  which  they  have 
taken,  would  we  have  had  them  to  pursue  in  the 
situation  in  which  they  were  placed?  Ou^ht 
thenr,  in  a  time  of  public  and  private  calamity 
and  distress,  have  called  upon  their  debtors? 
Ought  their  paper  to  have  disappeared  in  the 
proportion  that  specie  was  withdrawn  ?  And  if 
this  ouffht  to  have  been  done,  how  was  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  to  have  been  traasacted  in 
the  absence  of  both  specie  and  paper?  If  these 
banks  had  called  in  their  paper  as  the  specie  dis- 
appeared, and  as  the  necessary  demand  for  it  in- 
oreased— at  a  time,  too,  when  public  confidence, 
accompanied  by  public  necessity  and  public  con- 
venience^  tendered  herself  ready  to  perform  for 
this  circulation  every  office  of  specie-^o  reani- 
mate it— to  breathe  into  it  a  new  and  efficient 
principle  of  vitality ;  if  such,  under  such  circum- 
stances, had  been  the  conduct  of  these  banks,  we 
should  have  been,  ourselves,  among  the  loudest 
to  complain.  They  did  then,  sir.  what  they 
ought  to  have  done.  Like  Wise  and  prudent 
men,  instead  of  resisting  an  evil  they  could  not 
avert,  they  did  all  that  was  left  for  them  to  do; 
they  applied  to  it  the  best  and  only  remedy  that 
remained;  one  which,  H  it  has  not  cured  the 
disease,  has  at  least  alleviated  its  affliction. 

I  do  not  know  that  there  is  much  hope  of  ef- 
fecting the  postponement  ot  this  measure ;  yet 
every  consideration  belonging  to  it,  every  view 
which  can  be  taken  of  it,  seems  to  me  to  require 
of  us  the  utmost  deliberation  and  circumspection. 
I  know  that  there  is  a  loose  and  vague  notion 
afloat  in  the  public  mind,  of  one  great  uniform 
national  curaeney.  I  will  not  dignuy  this  notion 
by  calling  it  pubuc  opinion.  I  know,  sir,  that  we 
ar^looked  to,  as  were,  in  other  times,  "  the  baker 
and  the  baker's  son;"  but  surely  the  cool  and 
intelligent  and  enlightened  men  of  our  country, 
who  have  reflected  seriously  upon  the  existing 
state  of  things,  do  not  expect  relief,  in  this  matter, 
from  our  legislation.  They  know  full  well  how 
much  easier  it  is  to  legislate  a  country  into  diffi« 


culties,  than  it  is  to  legislate  it  out  of  them.  They 
understand  the  nature  of  the  disease—its  cause, 
and  its  remedy.  They  look  not  to  us  for  health.' 
who  have  medicined  them  into  sickness.  All  they 
ask  of  us  is  to  desist,  "  to  let  them  alone."  Time 
is  their  physician.  They  want  time  to  recover 
from  us — he  has  '^  healing  upon  his  wings,"  we 
have  none  tipon  ours.  Those  who  know  not  the 
cause  of  our  disease — who  have  been  blind  to  the 
natural  tendency,  to  this  state  of  things,  of  the 
measures  which  have  been  pursued  for  several 
vears  back,  who  know  not  the  agencies  which 
have  withdrawn  the  specie  from  our  country,  and 
who  cannot  comprehend  the  influences  which 
have  given  such  activity  and  effect  to  those  agen- 
cies, may  have  a  notion  that  we  can  relieve  them ; 
and  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  deep  responsi- 
bility, which  is  involved  by  the  measures  which 
have  led  to  the  present  difficulties,  should  take 
much  pains  to  dissipate  the  delusion.  If  we  are 
to  proat  by  this  delusion,  which  conceals  the  past 
from  public  view,  let  us  not  go  still  further  into 
error.  The  step  we  are  going  to  take,  we  should 
remember,  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  Yorx,  (Mr.  Sakporo,)  is  not  one  which 
we  can  retrace.  In  common  cases,  if  we  commit 
an  error,  subsequent  legislation  can  remedy  it. 
Not  so  here.  An  error  committed,  in  the  passage 
of  this  law,  is  beyond  our  power  to  correct.  And 
furthermore,  let  us  specially  remember  the  magw 
nttude  of  the  power  which  we  propose  to  regu- 
late. It  is  not  merely  the  banking  power  of  this 
itfstittttion,  but  the  banking  power  of  the  States. 
What  is  to  be  the  bearing  of  our  legislation  upon 
great  interests  like  these,  so  closely  interwoven 
as  they  are  with  the  pursuits  of  the  people,  it  u 
incumbent  upon  us  well  and  maturely  to  consider. 
The  science  of  banking,  connected  as  it  is,  in 
peace  and  in  war,  with  the  circulating  medium, 
with  the  various  operations  of  Government,  with 
the  different  great  interests  of  society  in  general, 
with  the  individual  industry  and  enterprise  oi' 
the  citizens,  with  the  value  of  other  capital,  and 
with  the  moral  character  of  the  people,  is  a  sci- 
ence^ like  all  others,  of  progressive  improvement ; 
and  IS,  perhaps  even  at  this  time,  but  very  imper- 
fectly understood  by  those  who  have  devoted  most 
time  to  its  study.  Could,  sir,  this  science  aow 
call  to  her  aid,  him  who  wrote  upon  this  subject, 
"as  with  a  sunbeam" — the  justly  celebrated 
author  of  the  ^'  Wealth  of  Nations''— even  this, 
her  favorite  son,  would  be  obliged  to  confess  that 
much  of  his  theory,  which  the  world  has  so  long 
adopted,  was  but  like  "the  clouds  that  gather 
*  round  the  setting  sua,  and  seeming  only  to  form 
'  a  part  of  the  brightness,  by  which  they  are  illn- 
^  mined."  Who  then,  among  '<  us,"  is  entitled  to 
hold  the  *^  lamp  of  truth"  to  this  subject  ?  None 
of  us,  it  h  true,  can  be  blind  tof  the  causes  of  the 
evil  complained  of.  We  know  now  too  well  the 
effect  of  the  bold  experiments  we  have  tried  upon 
the  peonle.  Tremendous  as  they  were,  it  ref  nired 
but  little  skill  to  make  them.  But  to  build  up 
anew  what  we  have  broken  down,  to  repair  what 
we  have  wasted,  is  an  achievement  of  another 
sort.    Peace,  and  the  uninterrupted  pursuits  of 
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induscry  and  eoteriprise  spread  their  bieseings 
arouod  us.  Restrictive  regulations  and  war  have 
snatched  many  of  them  from  us.  The  price  the 
country  has  paid  for  our  experiments  is  gone.  If 
it  has  not  made  us  wiser,  we  have  nothing  in  re* 
turn.  What  we  have  lost  must  be  replaced  as  it 
wasgaioed.  Legislation  is  the  medicament  which 
has  made  us  sick,  but  it  has  no  charm  to  restore 
us  to  health.  One  great  interest  in  our  country, 
from  sad  experience  of  our  measures,  has  long 
since  learned  to  look  to  the  period  of  assembling 
the  National  Councibas  to  the  period  of  national 
calamity.  What  Thueydides  says  of  the  speech 
of  Alcibiades,  turning  against  his  own  country 
and  explaining  to  her  enemies  her  vulnerable  po* 
sitions,  "  while  bespeaks  she  tottar8,"may  justly 
be  remarked  of  too  many  of  our  measures^— while 
we  legislate  the  country  totters.  The  great  body 
of  our  merchants  have,  in  a  specuil  manner,  cause 
to  tremble  in  our  legislation ;  that  ^reat  body  of 
men,  whom  the  swooping  denunciation  of  an  hon- 
orable member  on  this  floor  has  this  day  placed 
in  the  most  degraded  and  the  most  worthless 
ninks  of  society.  The  honorable  member  makes 
exceptions^  which  serve,  however,  only  to  set  in 
stronger  view  the  estimate  he  forms  of  the  rest. 
Sir,  when  honorable  members  of  this  House,  and 
from  great  and  potent  States  in  the  Union,  enter* 
tain  these  sentiments,  and  expnesa  theia  upon  this 
floor,  it  manifests  a  hostility  ta  commefce,  which 
justifies  all  the  apprehensions  of  her  friends.  It 
18  full  time  for  the  iiierchantS'<«*the  Morrises  aad 
the  Fitxsimmonses  to  take  their  seats  among  us, 
to  assert  their  own  character  and  maiotain  their 
own  interests.  Were  they  here  they  would  find 
occasions  to  tell  us.  that  it  is  not  the  farmer,  or 
^e  country  gentleinan,  the  fleeces  of  whose  flocks 
grow  too  slow  for  our  Walpoles— that  we  have 
repaired  to  their  '*  altars,"  not  to  worship  there, 
but  to  shut  up  their  "Bible,"  and  bear  ofl*  their 
"  God ;"  that  the  seat  of  Commerce  is  not  to  be 
found  '*  in  the  midst  of  the  secret  and  solitary  hill, 
mar  her  voice  to  be  heard  ia  the  murmur  of  the 
mountain  stream." 

Upon  a  subject,  sir,  like  that  now  before  us,  of 
a  complex  and  intricate  character,  having  the 
closest  relations  to  the  strongest  interests  in  soci- 
ety ;  with  no  special  illumination  ourselves  ;^  in 
the  absence  of  all  practical  information;  unin- 
spired with  much  or  confidence  in  our  own  skill 
by  the  success  of  our  former  experiments  on  po- 
Ittical  economy ;  is  it  wise  to  act  at  all ;  but, 
most  especially,  upon  a  subject  of  this  chaiaeter, 
is  it  possible,  io  tot  nature  of  thiaas,  for  a  general 
legiBlaftioiL  wfatcdi  commits  itself  to  the  strong 
impnlse  or  one  girea  pressure,  to  pursue  the  pro* 
per  coorsel  In  circumstances  like  the  present, 
it  is  eiremnspeetton,  it  is  deliberation  which  is 
required,  and  not  action.  There  are  situations  of 
peril  in  which  the  soldier  halts.  There  are  crises 
of  difficulty  and  embarrassment  in  which  the 
statesman  pauses.  It  is  folly,  it  is  ras^hness,  and 
not  wisdom,  not  courage,  that  marches  blindfold 
upon  danger*  "It  is  no  inconsiderable  part  of 
wisdom  to  understand  how  much  of  an  evil  is  to 
be  endured;"  and  particularly  so,  when  there  is 


reason  tt^  hope  that  the  evil  will  remedy  itself. 
The  existing  laws  which  authorize  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes,  will  remove  all  sectional  difficult 
ties,  and  afibrd  to  the  people  a  safe  and  equal  me- 
dium for  the  payment  of  their  taxes. 

I  rely  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  ex* 
cuse  my  having  so  long  trespancd  upon  their 
time.  I  do  not  flatter  myself  with  the  expectation 
that  my  humble  views  of  this  subject  will  have 
much  weight ;  ihey  are  such  as  nave  presented 
themselves  to  my  mind  ;  and,  imperfect  as  they 
may  be,  I  have  obeyed  only  the  sense  of  duty,  in 
submitting  them  to  the  Senate.  It  remains,  sir, 
to  move  you,  which  I  now  do.  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  upon  your  table  should 
be  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next. 

When  Mr.  W*  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Dana  made  a  brief  repl|f ;  after  which  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  motion,  and  negatived 
—yeas  6,  nays  29,  as  follows : 

Yeas-— Measrti.  Gsitlard,  Ooldsborough,  Horsey, 
Maeon,  Bsnlbrd,  and  Wells. 

Nat»— Means*  Barbour,  Berry,  Bibln  Brown,  Camp- 
bell, Ghaee,  Gondit,  Daggett,  Dana,  FioaMntin,  Gore, 
Haiper,  Howell,  Huater,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Mason  of  Virginia,-  Morrow,  Roberts,  Rnggles, 
Talbot,  Tail,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Turner, 
Varnom,  Williams^  and  Wilson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  the  time  for  tak- 
ing the  subscriptions  was  extended  from  six  to 
twenty  days* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  another  amend- 
ment was  adopted,  relative  to  the  establishment  of 
branches  in  the  several  States. 

Mr.  DA««Brr  gave  notice  that  he  should  here- 
after submit  an  amendment  to  the  Senate ;  after 
which  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TofiBOiAY,  April  2. 

The  bill  entitled  <*An  act  to  enable  the  people 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  government,  and  for  the-  admis- 
sion of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,''  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  enable  the  pieople 
of  the  Indiana.  Territory  to  form  a  constitution 
aod  Slate  'govcrnmant,  and  for  the  lulmission  of 
such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,''  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last  tnen- 
tioned. 

The  bill  entitled  ^*An  act,  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
United  States,  and  to  provide,  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  same,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  ana 
an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act,  en* 
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titled  'An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Halloweli," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee last  mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hen- 
ry Malcolm,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rob- 
ert Kidd,''  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  lease  the  Saline, 
near  the  Wabash  river,  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
seven  years,"  was  reaa  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  remission  of 
certain  duties  on  the  importation  of  books  for  the 
use  of  Harvard  College,  and  on  the  carriage  and 
personal  baggage  of  his  Eicelleney  William 
Gore,  Governor  of  the  British  Province  of  Upper 
Canada,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  erect  a  light-house  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill,  concerning 
the  entrv  of  vessels  at  the  port  of  Middletown ; 
and  the  oill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.UANA,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  resolution  for 
printing  the  laws  relative  to  naturalization;  and 
the  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  aet  supplemental  to  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  and  defining  the 
duties  of  the  Judges  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois, 
and  for  vesting  in  the  courts  of  the  Territory  of 
Indiana  a  jurisdiction  in  chancery  cases  arising 
in  the  said  Territory,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee ;  and  Messrs. 
RuGOLis,  MoRROW.and Daqobtt,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  dis- 
charge of  Ebenezer  Keeler  and  John  Francis  from 
imprisonment,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee;  and  Messrs.  Rob- 
erts, Sakford,  and  Daogbtt,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  dis- 
charge of  Moses  Lewis  from  imprisonment,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee last  mentioned. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  Unitea  States,  for 
the  year  1816;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the 
united  States,  for  the  year  1816;"  alsO;  a  bill  en- 


titled ''An  act  continuing  the  salaries  of  certain 
officers  of  Grovernment;".  in  which  bills  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have 
concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  re- 
gulate the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  with  an 
amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Daqobtt  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  oommittee  to  whom  are  referred 
the  bills  for  the  admission  of  the  Indiana  and  Miw^ 
rippi  Territories  into  the  Union,  ss  new  States,  be, 
ana  hereby  are  instructed  to  ascertain,  and  report  to 
the  Senate,  the  actual  number  of  inhabitants  in  the 
said  Territoiies  respectively ;  distingnishing  the  num- 
ber of  free  petsons,  £rom  the  number  of  all  Other 
persons. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  and 
the  amendments  agreed  to  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  having  been  concurred  in  with  ao 
amendment,  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire, 
renewed  his  motion  to  add  to  the  seventeenth  sec- 
tion the  following  proviso : 

<<And  if  the  said  corporation  shall  at  any  time  sus- 
pend or  refine  payment,  in  gold  or  silver,  of  its  notes, 
bills,  obligations,  or  other  debts,  to  such  an  smonnt, 
and  for  such  length  of  time,  as  Congress  may  deem 
injurious  to  the  United  States,  in  such  esse  Congress 
mav  repeal  this  act  and  abolish  the  said  coiporation« 
and  make  such  regulations  and  proviaions  for  the 
settlement  of  the  af&drs  and  payment  of  the  debts 
of  ssid  corporation,  and  for  distributing  its  rsmtining 
property  among  the  stockholders,  as  shall  be  deemed 
just  and  proper." 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative — yeas  14^  nays  22,  as 
follows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Baxbour,  Daggett,  Oaillaid,  Golds- 
borougfa»  Gore,  Horsey,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hamp* 
■hire.  Mason  of  Virginia,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Thompson, 
Tichenor,  and  Turner. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  CampbeU, 
Chace,  Condit,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Harper,  Howell, 
Hunter,  Lacock,  Macon,  Monow,  Roberts,  Rnggles, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Varnum,  Wells,  WiUiams,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dagqett,  to  add  to  the  bill 
the  following  section : 

<<Sbc.  23.  And  he  U  fiuriket  enaeUd,  ThatitshaU 
at  all  times  be  lawful  for  a  oommittee  of  either  House 
of  Congress,  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  inspect  the 
books,  and  to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  oor^ 
poration  hereby  created,  and  to  report  whether  the 

Erovisions  of  this  charter  have  been,  by  the  same,  vio- 
ited  or  not,  and  whenever  any  committee  as  aforesaid 
shall  find  and  report,  or  the  rresident  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  reason  to  believe  (hat  the  charter  has 
been  violated,  it  may  be  lawful  for  Congress  to  direct 
or  the  President  to  order  a  scire  focias  to  be  sued  out 
of  the  circuit  court  of  the  district  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  the  name  of  the  United  SUtes,  (which  shall  be  ex- 
ecuted upon  the  president  of  the  ssid  corporation  for 
the  time  being,  at  least  fifteen  days  before  the  com- 
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jMnoement  of  the  torm  of  nid  eoart,)  eaJling  on  the 
add  corporation  to  ahow  caoae  wherefore  the  charter 
hereby  granted  ahall  not  be  declared  forfeited ;  and  it 
ahall  be  lawful  for  the  aaid  court,  upon  the  return  of  the 
nid  acire  faciaa,  to  examine  into  the  truth  of  the  al- 
leged Tiolation ;  and  if  inch  violalion  be  made  appear» 
then  to  pronounce  and  adjudge  that  the  aaid  charter 
is  ibrfeited  and  annulled :  Provided,  however,  ertrj 
iMue  of  (act  which  may  be  joined  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  corporation  aforesaid  shall  be 
tiied  by  jury.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court 
aforesaid  to  require  the  production  of  such  of  the 
books  of  the  said  corporation  as  it  may  deem  necessary 
for  the  ascertainment  of  the  controverted  facts ;  and 
the  final  judgment  of  the  court  afbresatd  shall  be  ex- 
aminable in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
by  writ  of  enor,  and  may  be  there  rcYenwd  or  affirmed 
aceording  to  the  usages  of  law." 

it  was  deteriDined  in  the  affirmative^— yeas  37, 
nays  8,  as  follows : 

YsjLS — Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Chace,  Daggett, 
Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillud,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Har- 
per, Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  King,  Macon,  Mason  of 
New  Hampshire^  Mason  of  Virginia,  Sanford,  Talbot, 
Tai^  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tiehenor,  Turner,  Wells, 
and  Wilson. 


Nats — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Bibb,  CampbeU,  Gondii 
Laeock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  and  Vamum. 

On  motion  hy  Mr.  Harper,  to  strike  out  of 
section  11,  after  *^hold,"  in  the  seventh  line,  the 
following :  '*  in  the  proportions  following,  that 
'  is  to  say,  for  one  share,  and  not  more  than  two 
^shares,  one  vote;  for  every  two  shares  above 
*•  two  and  not  exceeding  ten,  one  vote :  for  every 
^  four  shares  above  ten  and  not  exceeding  thirty. 
(  one  vote  ;  for  every  six  shares  above  thirty  and 
^  not  exceediDg  sixty,  one  vote;  for  every  eight 

*  shares  above  sixty  and  not  exceeding  one  bun- 

*  dred.  one  vote;  and  for  every  ten  shares  above 
'  one  hundred,  one  vote ;  and  no  person,  copart- 
'  nership,  or  body  politic,  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
'  greater  number  than  thirty  votes." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  7, 
nays  23,  as  follows : 

TxAB— Meanrs.  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Goldsborough, 
Harper,  Horsey,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
Wells. 

Nats — ^Messra.  Barbour,  Bany,  Bibb,  Brown,  Camp- 
bell, Chace,  Condit,  Dana,  GaiUard,  Howell,  Hunter, 
Laeock,  Macon,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Roberts, 
Sanford,  Talbot,  Tait,  Tiehenor,  Turner,  Vamum, 
WUUams,  and  Wilson. 

The  bill  having  been  farther  amended,  on  the 
question,  ^  Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?"  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  23^  nays 
10,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Bsibour,  Bairy,  Bibb,  Brown, 
CampbeU,  Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Har- 
per, Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lscock,  Mason  of  Vir- 
ginia.  Morrow,  Roberts,  Talbot,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner, 
Vamum,  and  Williams. 

Nat»— Messrs.  Dana,  Gaillard,  Goldaborough,  Ma- 
con, Mason  of  New  Hampahire^  Sanford,  Thompson, 
Tiehenor,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjottrned. 


Wbdhbsoay,  April  3. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  pensions 
of  invalids  in  certain  cases,  for  the  relief  of  in* 
valids.of  the  militia,  and  for  the  appointment  of 
pension  agents  in  those  States  where  there  is  no 
commissioner  of  loans;"  also, a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  makinff  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  1816."  They  have  also 
passed  a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing certain  alterations  in  the  mode  of  transacting 
the  business  of  Congress,  and  have  appointed  a 
committee  on  their  part;  in  which  bills  and 
resolution  they  request  the  concvrrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  resolution  last  mentioned  was  read  three 
times,  by  unanimons  consent,  and  concurred  in ; 
and  Menn.  Varrom,  Barboor,  and  Daoubtt, 
were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

The  five  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
lArere  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Indiana  Territory  to  form  a  eonsti* 
tntion  and  State  ^vernment,  and  for  the  admis* 
sion  of  such  State  mto  the  Union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,"  be  discharged  from 
the  further  oonsideration  thereof,  and  that  it  be  re* 
ferred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  2d  of  Jan- 
uary, on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  BARROtTR,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afhirs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  increase  the  eoiopensation  of  the 
superintendents  of  the  manufactories  of  arms  at 
Springfield  and  Harper's  Ferrv ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.BARBOOR,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  liquidation  of  certain  claims,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  reported  it  with  an  amend- 
ment, which  was  read. 

.  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  man- 
ufacturers of  shot,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  a  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound  may  be 
imposed  on  shot  imported  into  the  united  States, 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill,  concerning 
the  annual  sum  appropriated  for  arming  and 
equipping  the  Militia }  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  concerning  the  entry  of  vessels  at  the 
port  of  Middletown,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  the  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Qovernment  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on 
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household  furniture,  and    on    gold  and   silver 
watches."  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  Post 
Office  Estahlishment,"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  remission  of 
certain  duties  on  the  importation  of  books,  for  the 
use  of  Harvard  College,  and  on  the  carriage  and- 
personal  baggage  of  his  Excellency  William  Gore, 
Governor  of  the  British  Province  of  Upper  Can- 
ada," was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  certain 
turnpike  roads  within  the  District  of  Columbia," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  consideration 
of  the  engrossed  bill,  making  appropriation  for 
the  construction  of  roads  and  canals,  was  further 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  a 
system  of  navigation  for  the  United  States;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasion,  and  to 
repeal  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  those  pur- 
poses, together  with  the  proposed  amendments; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to*morrow. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dam  a, 

JResolvedy  That  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  be  directed  to  lay  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  statement  of  the  sums  expended  for  the  pur- 
chase or  manufacture  of  arms  and  military  equi|»- 
ments  for  the  militia,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of 
the  23d  of  April,  1808,  entiUed  "An  act  making 
provision  for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole 
body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States;"  and 
also  a  statement  of  the  arms  and  military  equip- 
ments which  have  been  so  provickd,  and  of  the 
distribution  thereof,  in  execution  of  the  same  act. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  ascertain 
and  establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract 
reserved  for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  al- 
lowed to  the  ofi&cers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
line  on  Continental  Establishment;  and^  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  further  consideration 
(hereof  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  relating  to  the  claims  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  State  and 
Continental  Establishment,  for  bounty  lands;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe,  in  be- 
half of  the  United  States,  for  —  shares  in  the 


capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Horsbt, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  on 
the  petition  of  Catharine  Robertson ;  and.  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  further  consiaeration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in 
June  next. 

Mr,  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Afiairs,  to  whom  was  refierred  the  bill  enti- 
tled ''An  act  making  further  provision  for  mili- 
tary services  during  the  late  war,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  reported  it  with  amendments;  which 
were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  .the  2d  instant,  relative  to  the 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  and 
Indiana  Territories;  which  was  amended,  and 
agreed  to  as  follows : 

Reaolvedt  That  the  committees  to  whom  are 
referred  the  bills  for  the  admission  of  the  Indiana 
aad  Mississippi  Territories  into  the  Union  as  new 
States,  be,  and  hereby  are,  instructed  to  ascertain 
and  report  to  the  Senate  the  actual  number  of 
inhabitants  in  the  said  Territories  respectively, 
distinguishing  the  number  of  free  persons  from 
the  number  of  all  other  persons,  and  the  number 
of  persons  on  the  east  side  of  the  Tombigbee  river, 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  from  those  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river. 

Mr.  Campbbix,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance and  an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  Kidd,"  reported  it  without 
anaendment. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr,  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Edward  Hailowell,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
subject,  submitted  the  following  motion  for  con- 
sideration : 

Resohedt  Thai  the  Senate  appvove  of  the  alterations 
suggested  for  the  enlargement  or  the  Senate  room*  and 
the  better  anangement  of  the  offices  of  the  Senate ; 
and  that  the  plan  of  the  proposed  alterations  dntwaby 
tiie  surveyor  of  the  public  buildings,  together  with  a 
copy  of  this  lesoIntioB,  be  transmitted  to  the  Prasident 
of  the  United  States. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time,  as  amended ;  and,  the  blanks  having 
been  filled,  the  bill  was  further  amended  by  unan- 
imous consent. 

On  the   question,  ^  Shall   this   bill  pass,  as 
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ameDdcd  V^  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatiye 
— yeas  22,  nays  12,  as  follows : 

TxAs-^Messrs.  Barbour,  Banry,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Cbaoe,  Condit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Harper,  Honey, 
Howell,  Hunter,  Laooek,  Maaon  of  Virginia,  Morrow, 
Robeita,  Talbot,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer,  Vamnm,  and 
Williama. 

Nat»— Meaars.  Dana,  Oafllard,  Goldabotongli,  Ooit, 
King,  MaeoDy  Maaon  of  New  Hampeliire,  Rngglea, 
SaiArd,  TichenOIr,  Wells,  and  Wikon. 

Reiolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amendmenta. 

[Messrs.  Bibb  and  Thompson,  the  only  absen- 
tees, are  nnderstood  to  have  been  detained  from 
the  Senate  by  ill  health;  the  former  of  these  gen- 
tlemen being  serioasly  indisposed.] 


Tbdbbdat,  April  4. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  adjasting 
the  claims  to  land,  and  establishing  a  htnd  office 
for  the  districts  of  land  lying  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi rirer,  and  island  of  New  Orleans ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readine> 

Mr.  Campbbll,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance and  an  Uniform  National  Cnrrency.  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  *^An  act  to 
abolish  the  existing  dtitles  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  to  lay  other  duties 
in  lien  of  those  at  present  imposed  on  licenses  to 
distillers  of  spiritnoas  liqaors,"  reported  it  with 
an  amendment. 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  making  appropria-, 
tions  for  the  support  of  GoTcrnment  for  tne  year 
1816,"  was  reaa  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
aaeleet  committee;  and  Messrs.  Laoock,  Daq- 
OBTT,  and  MOBROW.  were  appointed  the  com- 
Boittee. 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  continning  the  salarfefe 
of  certain  officers  of  Qoremmeot,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last 
mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  making  approprim- 
tions  for  the  support  of  the  Miliury  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,  for  tbe  year  1816," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  A&irs. 

The  brll  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  sopport  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
Sutes,  for  the  year  1816,"  was  read  the  second 
time^  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naral 
Affairs. 

The  bUl  entitled  **An  act  to  increase  the  pen- 
sions of  rnTaltds  in  certain  eases,  for  the  relief  of 
in^ids  of  the  militia,  and  for  the  appointment 
of  pension  agents  in  those  States  where  there  is 
no  commissioner  of  loans,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Mil- 
itia of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the 
superintendents  of  the  manofactories  of  arms  at 
Springfield  and  Harper's  Ferry,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

The  bill  concerning  the  annual  sum  appropri- 
ated for  armine  and  equipping  the  militia,  was 
read  tlie  second  time. 


Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referi^d  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  enable 
the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territory  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  goyernment  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States."  reported 
it  with  amendments ;  whicn  were  read. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  committee,  com- 
municated a  certified  statement  of  the  census  of 
the  Indiana  Territory. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PRfieioBNT  OF  THE  Unitbo  Statbs  : 

To  the  SmaUrfthe  United  St&tee.- 

1  ttfaosttiit  to  the  Benato  a  leport  Iram  the  Seeea* 
taiy  ef  the  Trsaasry,  oomplyiiig  with  their  ieselations 
ofthetethMareklaat 

JAMES  MADISON. 

April  4, 1M6. 

The  Message  and  report,  therein  mentioned, 
were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasion,  and  to 
repeal  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  those  pur- 
poses, together  with  the  proposed  amendments ; 
and.  after  progress,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Baown, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  the  fourth  Mondav  in  July  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  select 
committee,  relating  to  the  claims  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  State  and 
Continental  Establishment,  for  bounty  lands;  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  BARBOtiR,  the  consideration 
thereof  was  further  postponed  until  this  day 
fortnight. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  o£  the  bill  concerning 
certain  advances  made  for  the  public  service  by 
the  city  of  New  York ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Barbour,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  ^  with  instructions  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  prorisions  ought 
to  be  made  by  law  for  payment  of  damages  sus- 
tained by  persons  on  whose  lauds  military  works 
have  been  constructed  during  the  late  war.  either 
under  the  authority  of  any  officer  of  the  United 
States,  or  that  of  any  State,  corporation,  or  other- 
wise, not  hitherto  provided  for." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bUl  concerning 
the  District  of  Columbia;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
DAoaBTT,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  dividing  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  iudicial  districts. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  Hew  Hampshire, 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  tbe  bill,  the  ques- 
tion was  lost,  the  Senate  being  equally  divided 
yeas  15,  nays  16,  as  follows : 

Teas — Messrs.  Dsggett,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Har- 
per, Hunter,  Kingt  Macon,  Mason,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Talbot,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tiehenor,  Turner, 
Yamum,  and  Wells. 
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Na.t8 — Mewn.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Chaoe, 
Condit,  Gaillard,  Lacock,  Mason,  of  Virginia,  Morrow, 
Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanlbrd,  Tait,  Williama,  and  Wilaon. 

NAVIGATION  SYSTEM. 

The  bill  "  to  establish  a  Datrigation  system  for 
the  United  States"  being  under  consideration,  Mr. 
Habpbr  moved  to  recommit  it  to  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations,  and  to  refer  to  the  same  com- 
mittee the  following;  resolutions,  which  he  read 
io  his  place,  aod  laid  on  the  table,  viz : 

Revived,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
for  excluding  gradually  from  the  naval  and  merehant 
aervice  of  the  United  States  all  persona  other  than 
native  cittaens,  or  cttiiena  heretofore  natnraliaed. 

Re$okfedf  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
for  compelling  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States 
to  have  on  board  a  number  of  apprentices,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  tonnage  of  such  vessels,  respectively. 

Mr.  Harpbb  said,  his  object  in  moving  this 
recommitment  was  to  prevail  on  the  Senate,  if 
possible,  to  remould  the  bill^  so  as  to  incorporate 
into  it  the  new  ideas  contained  in  these  resolu- 
tions— new,  he  meant,  as  respected  that  bill,  though 
no  doubt  very  familiar  within  the^  walls,  and  to 
well-informed  and  reflecting  men  throughout  the 
country.  And  as  the  motion,  should  it  prevail, 
would  give  a  new  shape  to  the  bill,  aod  a  new 
character  to  our  whole  maritime  svstem — a  char- 
acter which  he  deemed  it  of  the  nighest  impor- 
tance to  impart  to  that  great  branch  of  our  policy 
— he  thought  it  incuml^nt  on  him  to  state,  some- 
what at  large,  the  leading  considerations  which, 
in  his  opinion,  recommended  this  measure.  He 
>  was  sensible  that  neither  those  considerations  nor 
the  measure  itself  were  new  to  that  House  or  to 
the  nation.  They  had  often  no  doubt  been  the 
subject  of  reflection  and  discussion  abroad,  aod 
sometimes  of  deliberation  within  those  walls ;  but 
as  he — not  having  then  the  honor  of  a  seat  in 
that  body — had  no  part  in  those  deliberations,  he 
might  perhaps  be  more  readily  excused,  fer  occu- 
pying some  portion  of  its  time  with  his  ideas 
concerning  the  great  interests  involved  in  the 
question. 

These  resolutions,  Mr.  H.  said,  (and  especially 
the  first,  which  contained  by  far  the  most  impor- 
tant principle,)  had  two  distinct  objects;  each 
recommended  by  considerations  peculiar  to  itself, 
and  both  tending  to  the  same  great  end — the 
honor,  safety,  and  prosperity  of  the  nation.  The 
first  was  to  preserve  peace,  as  far  as  its  preser- 
vation might  depend  on  us,  by  excluding  all  fot^ 
eign  seamen  from  our  merchant  ships,  and  thus 
preventing  those  collisions  with  the  maritime 
rowers  of  the  world  which  must  of  necessity 
arise  from  conflicting  claims  on  the  ocean  to  alle- 
giance. The  second,  to  prepare  for  war,  by  ac- 
celerating the  production  of  a  numerous  class  of 
native  seamen;  the  most  efiectual  mode  of  doing 
which,  was  to  confine  the  navigation  of  our  ships 
of  war  and  merchant  vessels — ^as  these  resolu- 
tions proposed  to  confine  it — to  our  native  citi- 
zens, and  those  heretofore  naturalized  among  us. 
Such,  he  said,  was  the  twofold  object  of  his  mo- 
tion— to  avoid  contests  with  other  nations,  and 


especially  with  that  between  which  and  us,  from 
similarity  of  language,  appearance,  and  pursuits, 
they  were  most  likely  to  arise ;  and  to  make  timely 
and  efiectual  preparation  for  maintaining  oar 
rights  against  all  nations, and  especially  that  ^reat 
maritime  Power  with  which,  in  all  probability, 
we  could  not  long  avoid  serious  collisions,  if  we 
would;  and  perhap»— judging  from  the  temper 
of  a  large  part  of  this  nation — would  not,  if  we 
could,  rrom  these  collisions  the  resolutions  which 
he  had  submitted  would,  in  his  opinion,  have  a 
tendency  to  save  us.  So  far  their  operation  would 
be  admitted,  he  presumed,  to  be  highly  beneficial. 
Every  measure  must  be  so,  that  tended,  by  fair 
and  honorable  means,  to  narrow  the  ground  and 
diminish  the  occasions  of  serious  misunderstand- 
ings with  other  Powers.  The  effect,  indeed, 
would  be  not  complete.  Neither  this  measure 
nor  any  other  could  save  us  entirely  from  contests 
with  a  Power  between  which  and  this  country  so 
many  fruitful  and  perennial  sources  of  discord 
existed ;  but,  it  was  doing  much  to  diminish  the 
number  of  those  sources,  and  to  dry  up  one  of  the 
most  fruitful.  This,  he  believed,  would  be  effected 
by  the  resolutions  under  consideration.  How 
they  would  produce  that  effect  he  would  next 
proceed  to  consider. 

Every  honorable  gentleman  who  heard  him, 
knew  how  the  two  nations— the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain*-8tood  towards  each  other,  in 
relation  to  their  maritime  policy  and  pretensions. 
The  United  States  asserted  it  as  a  right,  and  had 
established  ir  as  a  habit,  to  incorporate  foreigners 
by  naturalization  into  their  political  association 
— into  the  nation— and  thus  to  withdraw  them 
from  their  allegiance  to  their  native  Gbvernments. 
This  practice  extended  to  all  the  European  States, 
but  affected  Great  Britain  more  than  any  other 
nation,  from  obvious  and  well  known  causes. 
We  went  a  step  further— we  had  laid  it  down  as 
a  maxim  in  our  laws  and  foreign  policy  that  pro* 
tection  is  due  on  the  ocean  to  these  naturalized 
foreigners,  against  their  original  Governments^  to 
the  same  extent  as  to  our  native  citizens;  and 
this  protection  we  had  repeatedly,  and  in  various 
forms,  promised  to  afford.  We  had  held  out  to 
the  subjects  of  every  Power — to  the  people  of  all 
nations — a  promise  of  protection  against  their 
native  Governments,  on  the  ocean  as  well  as  on 
the  land,  provided  they  would  conform  to  our 
laws  of  naturalization.  Thus  the  matter  stood  on 
our  part. 

The  foreign  Powers,  on  the  other  hand,  and 
particularly  Great  Britain,  had,  from  time  im- 
memorial, adopted  it  as  a  maxim  of  their  laws 
and  constitutions,  essential,  in  their  opinions,  to 
the  preservation  of  government  and  civil  society, 
that  allegiance  is  perpetual  and  unalienable,  so 
far  as  relates  to  the  mere  act  of  the  person  who 
owes  it;  that  every  member  of  the  community 
contracts  by  his  birth  obligations  of  obedience  to 
the  laws,  and  of  service  and  fidelity  to  the  State, 
from  which  he  cannot  withdraw,  without  the 
consent  of  the  Sovereign.  In  fine,  that  this  con- 
tract, like  all  others,  can  only  be  dissolved  by  the 
consent  of  both  parties— one  of  whom  is  the  indi- 
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vidual  or  sobiect,  and  ihe  other  the  Sovereign 
representing  the  community  or  State.  He  would 
sot,  be  said,  now  inquire  whether,  as  an  abstract 
principle,  this  doctrine  was  correct.  The  inquiry 
was  unnecessary  for  his  present  purpose.  Should 
it  ever  become  necessary,  he  was  prepared  to 
meet  the  question,  and  entertained  opinions  con- 
cerning it  which  be  should  be  ready  to  avow  and 
maintain.  It  was  sufficient  for  the  present  pur- 
pose, and  must  be  known  by  all  who  heard  him, 
that  the  Qovernment  to  which  he  alluded,  and 
over  whose  conduct  or  opinions  we  had  no  con- 
trol did  hold  and  always  bad  held  this  doctrine, 
and  had  always  manifested  a  fixed  determination 
not  to  recede  from  it,  or  to  relinquish  the  rights 
to  which  it  gave  birth.  It  was  equally  well 
known  that  many  other  Grovemments— *nay,  he 
might  say  all  the  Gtoveroments  of  the  world,  ex* 
eept  our  own ;  all  those  at  least  which  belonged 
to  the  European  system,  and  with  which  we  bad 
any  connexion — held  the  same  principle, and  from 
time  to  time  asserted  it,  as  might  happen  to  suit 
their  interest  or  their  policy.  How  far  we  miffht 
hereafter  find  it  necessary  to  adopt  and  assert  this 
principle  ourselves,  he  deemed  it  unnecessary  now 
to  inquire;  though  he  had  a  very  distinct  opin- 
ion on  that  subject,  which,  on  every  proper  occa- 
sion, he  should  be  ready  to  avow  and  support.  It 
was  enough  for  us,  at  present,  that  Great  Britain 
did  assert  this  principle  of  perpetual,  indissoluble 
allegiance,  and  had  manifested,  on  all  occasions, 
a  determination  to  support  it,  at  every  hazard. 

Knowing  then,  he  said,  as  we  did,  this  deter- 
mination, this  fixed  purpose  of  that  nation,  to 
assert,  at  every  hazard,  the  right  which  she  thus 
claimed  to  the  services  of  all  her  people  whom 
she  could  find  in  merchant  ships  on  the  ocean,  or 
in  her  own  territory;  knowing,  also,  the  import- 
ance which  she  attached  to  this  right,  regarded 
bj  her  as  essential  to  her  prosperitjr,  her  safety, 
and  even  her  existence;  tne  question  for  us  tp 
solve,  laying  aside  all  consideration  of  the  sound- 
ness of  her  doctrine,  of  the  abstract  right  of  the 
case,  and  looking  only  to  the  practical  conse- 
quences!, was  this:  how  fdr  would  it  be  wise  in 
us  to  engage  in  a  contest  with  that  nation  on 
grounds  considered  as*  so  doubtful,  on  principles 
not  acknowledged  by  any  other  Power;  where 
the  universal  opinion  of  mankind,  out  of  our  own 
country,  would  be  against  us,  and  opinions  at 
home  might  be  very  nauch  divided.  It  was  a 
point  on  which  such  a  division  must  be  expected ; 
a  point  on  which  the  most  enlightened  and  patri- 
otic men  might  entertain,  and  in  fact  did  enter- 
tain, the  most  opposite  opinions ;  for  It  was  well 
known  that  a  very^  large  portion  of  the  American 
people,  including  many  individuals  of  the  highest 
character  for  virtue,  knowledge,  and  love  of  coun- 
try, were  of  opinion  that  one  nation  had  no  right, 
by  its  naturalization  laws  or  any  other  means,  to 
withdraw  the  subjects  of  another  from  their  alle- 
giance. He  did  not  now  intend  to  inquire  into 
the  correctness  of  thi^  opinion,  but  merely  to  ad- 
vert to  the  fact  that  sucn  an  opinion  was  enter- 
tained by  a  very  numerous  and  highly  respectable 
class  of  our  citizens,  whose  feelings  and  opinions 


it  was  of  the  highest  importance  to  consult,  in 
order  to  obtain  their  zealous  co-operation  in  any 
struggle  that  might  ensue.  Good  citizens  would 
always  obey  the  laws;  but  unless  they  approved 
the  ground  of  a  war,  mere  obedience  was  all  that 
could  be  expected  from  them.  Zeal,  devotedness, 
voluntary  services,  and  sacrifices  of  person  and 
property,  could  only  be  expected,  from  men  of 
honorable  minds,  in  a  cause  which  they  approved ; 
and  there  were  great  numbers  of  the  most  honor- 
able and  virtuous  men  of  this  country  who  would 
not  and  could  not  approve  of  any  quarrel  entered 
into  for  the  mere  purpoae,  not  or  vindicating  any 
rights,  or  redressing  any  injuries  of  our  own  citi- 
zens, of  the  native  sons  of  our  soil,  but  of  assert- 
ing a  right  in  this  country  to  acquire  new  eiti- 
zeas,  of  whom  we  had  no  need,  by  withdrawing 
foreigners  from  the  power  of  their  own  Govern- 
ments; to  confer  favors  on  foreignera,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  country  and  its  native  inhabitants. 
There  were,  Mr.  H.  said,  certain  principles,  af- 
fecting the  rights  of  Qur  native  citizens,  in  de- 
fence of  which  he  was  at  all  times  ready  to  incur 
every  risk,  and  brave  every  danger.  Those  rights 
were  sacred,  and  whenever  openly  assailed  must 
be  defended  at  every  hazard.  Qjiestions  might 
indeed  arise  about  the  nature  and  extent  of  some 
of  those  rights;  but  there  were  others  of  a  nature 
too  clear  to  be  disputed,  and  too  sacred  to  be 
touched;  which,  when  openly  assailed,  must  be 
defended  at  every  hazard,  and  even  when  inci- 
dentally infringed,  through  inadvertency,  acci- 
dent, or  mistake,  claimed  thejealous  attention  and 
ready  interposition  of  the  Qovernment.  With- 
out entering  into  any  exact  definition  of  these 
high  and  sacred  rights,  which  he  did  not  conceive 
to  be  now  necessary^  it  might  be  remarked  that 
the  right  of  personal  liberty,  of  exemption  from 
compulsory  service  to  a  Ibreign  Government, 
under  any  form  whatever^  was  among  the  most 
undeniable  of  the  number';  and  there  never  was 
a  time  when  he  was  not  ready  to  resist,  to  every 
extremity,  any  such  claim  to  the  service  of  na- 
tive American  citizens,  had  such  a  claim  been 
made  by  any  Government  whatever.  The  claim, 
however,  which  was  now  under  consideration, 
the  claim  of  the  British  Government  to  the  ser- 
vices of  its  own  subjects,  whenever  it  could  find 
them  in  merchant  ships  on  the  ocean,  or  in  its 
own  ports,  was  by  no  means  of  this  description ; 
and  the  right  asserted  by  this  country  to  protect 
British  stibjects  and  other  foreigners,  on  the  ocean, 
against  the  claims  of  their  own  Governments,  was 
not  a  right  in  which  our  native  citizens,  the  sons 
of  our  soil,  had  any  interest.  It  was  a  claim  for 
the  benefit  of  foreigners,  not  always  of  the  most 
desirable  class,  who  often  come  to  us  because 
they  found  it  inconvenient  to  remain  in  tbeir 
own  country;  whom  we  wished  to  adopt,  fur  their 
benefit,  and  not  for  our  own,  into  oor  family,  and 
to  extend  to  them  not  only  the  privileges  but  the 
protection  due  only  to  our  native  sons.  It  was 
from  the  collisions  arising  out  of  such  a  policy 
that  he  wished  to  save  the  country;  collisions 
dangerous  to  its  peace,  not  useful  to  its  interests, 
nor  conducive  to  its  honor.    He  wished,  by  the 
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measure  now  proposed,  to  avoid  contests  on  sach 
grounds;  in  which  we  could  neither  have  the  ap- 
probation and  countenance  of  other  nations,  nor 
be  united  among  ourselves.  The  public  opinion 
of  the  world  was  of  itself  of  great  importance, 
and  he  would  sacrifice  much  to  gain  it  to  our 
cause,  in  every  conflict  in  which  we  might  be 
compelled  to  engage.  It  was  a  great  moral  power, 
which  no  wise  Government  would  neglect.  But 
ipreat  as  it  was,  he  thought  it  very  inconsiderable 
in  comparison  with  union  among  ourselves.  It 
was  on  that  union  that  the  force  of  every  nation, 
and  especially  of  this,  livinjr,  as  we  did,  under  a 
government  of  consent  whicfa^  rested  wholly  on 
public  opinion,  must  in  a  most  material  degree 
depend.  No  sacrifices,  except  those  of  primary 
and  essential  rights,  were  too  great  for  attaining 
so  desirable  an  object.  The  right  of  which  he 
now  proposed  to  divest  ourselves  was  of  a  most 
doubtful  cbarscter;  whether  we  regarded  the 
right  itself,  or  the  expediency  of  its  exeroise ;  and 
as,  notwithstanding  all  our  care,  it  might  not  be 
in  our  power  to  avoid  serious  contests  with  other 
nations,  and  chiefly  with  that  to  which  he  had 
so  often  alluded,  he  wished  to  put  all  doubtful 
causes  out  of  the  conflicts  to  which  we  might  be 
destined,  and  so  to  choose  our  ground,  that  all 
the  differences  of  opinion  among  ourselves  might 
hereafter  be  confined  to  the  time  of  banning 
the  contest,  and  the  manner  of  conducting  it,  but 
not  extend  to  the  right  itself  for  which  we  were 
to  contend.    '^ 

There  was  another  view  of  the  subject,  Mr.  H. 
said,  in  which  this  measure  strongly  recommend- 
ed itself  to  his  mind.  A  new  state  of  things  had 
arisen ;  we  were  about  to  enter  on  a  new  career, 
aad  before  we  began  it  he  wished  to  get  eniirdy 
rid  of  this  cause  of  collision  with  foreign  Powers, 
arising  from  our  claim  of  right  to  protect  those 
on  tbe  ocean  whom  they  assert  a  right  to  con- 
sider and  treat  as  their  subjects.  He  called  this 
a  new  career  because,  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
a  state  of  things  had  existed  in  the  world  totally 
different  from  that  at  which  we  now  had  fortu- 
natdy  arrived.  When  yoo  and  I,  sir,  said  Mr. 
H.,  came  into  life,  as  public  men,  we  saw  the 
commencement  of  that  state  of  things  which  has 
now  passed  away,  and  which  gave  rise,  while  it 
continued,  to  political  systems,  views,  and  opin- 
ions, not  applicable  to  the  present  condition  of 
the  world.  At  the  beginning  of  the  period  to 
which  I  allude,  we  saw  a  new  and  mighty  Power 
struggling  into  existence,  and  displayinj^  even 
then,  under  the  pretence  of  establishing  f^edom 
at  home  and  promoting  it  abroad,  a  spirit  of 
gigantic  and  unprincipled  ambition,  which  soon 
rendered  it  the  scourge  and  terror  of  all  surround- 
ine  nations.  It  assailed  them  all,  in  turn,  with 
all  the  weapons  of  fraud  and  force,  while  it  loudly 
stigmatized,  as  combinations  against  liberty  and 
national  independence,  those  leagues  which  its 
aggressions  had  compelled  them  to  form  for  their 
own  defence.  This  new  Power,  after  pursuing 
for  a  while,  with  wild  and  revolutionary  fury,  a 
plan  of  universal  dominion,  but- ill  concealed 
though  not  distinctly  avowed,  settled  down  into 


a  military  despotism,  the  most  formidable  to  its 
means  and  profligate  in  its  principles  that  the 
world  has  ever  seen ;  which  boldly,  openly,  and 
steadily,  pushed  forward  the  scheme  of  conquest 
and  universal  empire  originated  by  its  predeces- 
sors; and,  after  crushing  or  humbling  every  Power 
but  one,  which  alone  had  the  courage  and  strength 
to  maintain  the  conflict,  bent  at  length  all  its  vast 
and  accumulated  force  against  that  Power,  the 
only  remaining  obstacle,  which  alone  stood  in  the 
breach,  struggling  to  keep  up  the  mound,  and  to 
save  itself,  and  with  itself,  us  and  the  rest  of  tbe 
world,  from  the  torrent  which  equally  threat- 
ened all. 

In  this  state  of  things,  Mr.  H.  said,  there  was 
no  room  for  deliberation,  no  freedom  of  ehoiee, 
no  coQrse  oi  conduct  but  one ;  and  diat  was.  to 
abstain  from  every  act,  however  proper  in  otocr 
times,  that  could  then  tend  to  weal»n  the  ana 
uplifted  in  the  common  cause ;  that  might  de- 
minish  the  power  exerted  for  the  common  defcnee; 
or  tend  to  break  down  or  undermine  the  mound 
which  restrained  the  mishty  torrent,  and  preserved 
it  from  sweeping  us  and  the  rest  of  the  world  into 
one  common  ruin.  In  such  a  state  of  things  it 
was  not  for  nations  to  act  as  in  ordinary  times,  or 
on  maxims  of  ordinary  policy.  Injuries  which 
in  ordinary  times  were  to  be  vigorously  repelled, 
were  then  to  be  patiently  borne,  on  account  of 
the  infinitely  greater  evils  which  the  attempt  to 
repel  them  might  introduce.  The  utmost  indiil* 
gence  was  to  be  exercised.  Every  encroachment, 
that  could  be  made  to  wear  the  appearance  of 
right,  that  did  not  assume  the  character  of  ooen 
and  direct  agression,  was  to  be  borne,  rather  than 
to  run  the  risk  of  weakening  those  exertions,  on 
which  such  mighty  interests  depended. 

Now  the  state  of  things,  he  said,  was  changed. 
That  tremendous  power  was  overthrown,  the 
Government  that  wielded  it  had  been  anmhilated, 
and  the  nation  which  supplied  its  means  of  power 
was  reduced  below  its  usual  and  proper  level.  If 
danger  still  existed,  it  was  on  the  other  side.  We 
were  no  longer  called  on  to  bear  or  forbear ;  nor 
to  judge  of  injuries  or  encroachments  by  distinct 
or  collateral  circumstances.  We  might  now  ea- 
timate  them  by  their  intrinsic  nature,  and  act 
concerning  them  upon  the  ordinary  maxims  of 
polttieal  wisdom.  Those  maxims  enjoin  it  on  a 
nation  like  this,  rising  rapidly  into  power  and 
importance,  to  watch  over  its  rights  with  a  jealous 
ana  vigilant  care ;  to  regard  its  honor  as  insepa- 
rably connected  with  iu  true  intereau.  and  as 
maJtinga  part  ofits  dearest  rights;  toconuder  jus- 
tice as  the  first  ofits  duties ;  to  advance  no  claims 
which  were  not  clear  and  incontrovertible,  nod  to 
mainuin  those  with  inflexible  constancy.  This 
view  of  things  had  induced  him  to  regard  the  na- 
tion as  entering  on  a  new  career,  as  at  the  com«> 
mencement  of  a  new  era,  and  he  thouffht  it  of  tbe 
utmost  importance  that  in  this  state  of  things  we 
should  take  no  false  steps,  and  assume  no  question- 
able ground ;  that  we  should  so  act  as  to  cause  it  to 
be  distinctly  understood,  that  while  the  United 
States  would  submit  to  no  intentional  injury,  nor 
suffer  even  any  accidental  trespass  to  pass  with- 
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out  notice,  and  if  need  be  redresv,  thejr  woald  | 
carefully  avoid  all  interference  with  the  righCs  of 
others,  and  assert  no  claims  but  such  as  were  clear 
and  important.  This  was  the  position  which  he 
wished  this  country  to  take,  and  to  maintain,  in 
the  commencement  of  the  new  era  now  opening 
before  them.  Here  in  his  opinion  they  ought  to 
plant  their  foot ;  and  having  chosen  well  their 
ground,  with  a  view  to  the  rights  and  feeling  of 
other  nations  as  well  as  their  own,  to  stand  on  it 
immoveably,  prepared  for  every  consequence.  On 
such  sround  the  resolutions  which  he  had  moved 
would  in  his  opinion  place  them.  By  excluding 
the  subjects  of  other  Powers  from  our  ships  of 
war  and  merchant  vessels,  we  would  avoid  all 
collisfop  with  them  on  the  ocean,  upon  this  deli- 
eate  point ;  all  interference  with  a  claim  of  alle- 
giance, to  which  they  attach  so  much  importance, 
and  have  displayed  so  firm  a  determination  to 
maintain.  Having  done  this  we  shall  stand  per- 
fectljr  free,  with  the  world  and  ourselves,  to  resist 
steadily  and  effectually  any  encroachments  which 
they  majr  attempt,  on  our  acknowledged  and  im- 
portant riffhts,  and  all  such  encroachments  he  for 
one  should  be  always  ready  to  resist,  to  the  ut- 
most extremity^  in  whatever  quarter  they  may  be 
attemi)ted. 

While  we  took  this  view,  Mr.  H.  said,  of  the 
very  dotibtful  right  of  withdrawing  foreigners 
from  their  allegiance  to  their  Governments,  and 
pratecting  them  on  the  ocean  against  claims  aris- 
ing out  of  that  allegiance ;  a  right,  in  his  opinion, 
not  only  extremely  doubtful  but  very  unimport- 
ant ;  he  wished  distinctly  to  mark  out  two  classes 
of  emigrants,  as  exceptions  from  his  motion  and 
his  reasoning. 

The  first  class  was  that  of  foreigners  heretofore 
naturalized.  Whatever  might  be^  in  point  of  ab- 
stract principle,  the  correctness  or  incorrectness  of 
our  conduct,  in  passing  those  laws  under  which 
foreigners  had  been  incorporated  into  our  nation, 
by  which  they  had  in  effect  been  invited  and  en- 
couraged to  come  among  us,  we  could  not  now 
suffer  it  as  to  them  to  be  inade  a  question.  Those 
laws  had  operated  as  an  invitation  to  emigrants, 
and  as  a  promise  of  protection  against  their  native 
governments.  Perhaps  they  were  intended  so  to 
operate;  but  however  that  might  be,  such  un- 
doubtedly had  been  their  effect.  We  had  invited 
these  strangers,  whether  wisely  or  projierly  was 
not  now  the  question,  to  take  sanctuary  in  our 
land,  and  promised  them  protection  on  board  of 
btir  ships.  We  could  not  now  abandon  them 
without  dishonor.  Our  word  was  out,  and  we 
must  protect  them  at  all  events.  We  must  re- 
deem our  pledge ;  and  Mr.  H.  said  that  he  was 
ready  at  any  moment  to  draw  the  sword  in  de- 
fence of  this  class  of  citizens,  the  citizens  hereto- 
fore naturalized,  whose  rights  he  would  never 
suffer  to  be  drawn  into  question.  He  would  say, 
in  the  commencement  of  any  negotiation,  '^This 
ffround  is  sacred  and  must  not  be  touched.  Our 
faith  is  pledged,  and  must  be  redeemed."  He  had 
accordingly  provided  in  the  first  resolution  for 
this  class  of  citizens. 

The  second  class,  he  said,  need  hardly  be  men- 
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tinned;  so  obvious  were  the  principles  by  which 
it  was  protected.  It  consisted  of  those  foreigners, 
whether  naturalized  or  not,  who  remained  within 
our  territory.  They  were  protected  by  our  ter- 
ritory while  they  so  remained,  because  within  our 
territory  no  foreign  Power  could  exercise  any 
jurisdiction,  or  exert  any  act  of  authority  what- 
ever. We  therefore  extend  protection  to  such 
persons,  in  the  usual  exercise  of  our  rights  of  sov- 
ereignty, and  as  a  necessary  consequence  of  those 
rights,  while  they  reside  in  our  country,  and  re- 
main on  our  soil.  When  they  choose  to  depart,  the 
protection  ceases.  The  general  proposition,  there^ 
fore  was  to  be  understood  as  subject  to  those  two 
exceptions ;  one  of  which  indeed  was  incorporated 
into  the  resolutions  themselves,  and  the  other 
was  so  obvious,  that  nothing  but  a  desire  to  avoid 
all  possibility  of  being  misunderstood,  in  a  matter 
of  so  much  delicacy,  would  have  induced  him  to 
advert  to  it  thus  particularly.  Indeed,  it  might 
be  remarked  that  this  principle  of  public  law  was 
of  such  universal  operation,  that  persons  guilty 
of  the  greatest  crimes,  murder  for  instance,  and 
even  treason,  if  they  could  escape  from  the  coun- 
try where  those  crimes  were  committed,  into  a 
foreign  territory,  found  protection  and  immunity  ; 
and  nothing  but  special  provisions  by  treaty  could 
control  the  operation  of  this  general  law.  This 
doctrine  was  exemplified  in  the  history  of  every 
country  and  every  age. 

Mr.  n.  then  proceeded  to  the  second  division 
of  the  subject,  which  he  observed  was  by  far  the 
most  iinportant.  He  had  hitherto  consinered  the 
resolutions  in  their  tendency  to  preserve  us  in 
peace,  by  removing  one  great  ground  of  contro- 
versy with  foreign  Powers,  and  especially  with 
Great  Britain,  and  to  unite  us  at  home  in  such 
conflicts  or  other  grounds  as  we  might  be  unable 
to  avoid.  HeVould  now  consider  them  in  their 
tendency  to  prepare  us  effectually  for  war.  It 
would,  he  presumed,  he  admitted  by  all,  that  we 
ou^ht  to  make  betimes  the  most  efficient  prepa- 
rations for  those  great  conflicts  with  other  Pow- 
ers to  which  we  were  called  by  our  destiny. 
The  United  States  could  not  expect  to  remain 
always  at  peace.  Perhaps  they  ought  not  to  de- 
sire it ;  for  long- continued  peace  enervates,  cor- 
rupts, and  debases  a  nation,  and  prepares  it  for 
subjugation,  by  rendering  it  too  timid,  too  ava- 
ricious, and  too  effeminate  to  defend  itself.  Be 
tbatj  however,  as  it  may,  continual  peace  was 
not  in  our  power,  and  therefore  we  ought  to  look 
to  frequent  wars,  and  prepare  for  them.  They 
would  grow  out  of  our  habits,  our  pursuits,  our 
character,  our  form  of  government,  and  our  situ- 
ation with  respect  to  the  great  maritime  Powers 
of  the  world.  Our  people  were  too  enterprising, 
too  active,  too  eager  in  the  pursuit  of  commercial 
gain,  to  remain  quietly  at  home.  Inhabiting  a 
most  extensive  seacoast,  bred  and  almost  born  on 
the  ocean,  they  were  naturally  impelled  to  mari^ 
time  enterprise.  Their  free  institutions  gave 
them  a  bold  and  adventurous  spirit.  Their  equal- 
ity of  civil  and  political  rights  rendered  them 
eager  for  the  acquisition  of  wealth,  because  that 
acquisition  placed  them  on  a  footing  of  absolute 
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equality  with  those  who  possessed  the  greatest 
advaotages.  Commerce  and  maritime  adven- 
ture opened  to  them,  to  ail  that  numerous  part  of 
them  at  least  that  awelt  on  the  Atlantic  shore, 
the  nearest  and  most  flattering  prospect  of  wealth. 
All  these  causes  impelled  us  to  the  ocean,  and 
sent  us  in  quest  of  gain  through  every  sea  and  to 
the  remotest  shores.  Oarfree  Government,  while 
it  generated  and  fostered  a  spirit  of  restless  and 
daring  adventure,  left  us  unrestrained  to  the  bent 
of  our  character  and  inclinations ;  for  it  had  no 
power,  except  under  very  particular  circum- 
stances of  rare  occurrence,  to  mould  and  direct 
the  industry  and  pursuits  of  the  nation.  It  re- 
ceived its  tone  and  character  from  public  senti- 
ment, which,  instead  of  leading  it,  must  generally 
follow.  Hence  arose  maritime  and  commercial 
pursuits  of  unexampled  activity,  ardor,  and  ex- 
tent $  and  while  we  spread  our  ships  over  every 
sea,  and  eagerly  sought  every  market  which 
afforded  even  a  distant  prospect  of  gain,  we  were 
necessarily  and  frequently  brought  into  contest 
and  collision  with  other  nations  engaged  in  simi- 
lar pursuits,  especially  that  nation  whose  charac- 
ter and  situation  in  these  respects  were  so  much 
like  our  own.  With  that  nation,  therefore,  we 
must  at  every  turn  cross  and  clash.  And  to 
these  inherent  causes  of  difference  many  others 
might  be  added,  of  a  peculiar  nature,  which  need 
not  be  enumerated,  because  they  would  readily 
occur  to  every  reflecting  mind.  Some  of  them 
were  minute  and  even  trivial,  though  well  suited 
to  produce  irritation.  Others  lay  much  deeper, 
and  being  intimately  connected  with  the  great 
and  essential  interests  of  the  two  nations,  real  or 
su|>posed,  could  hardly  fail  to  produce  the  most 
serious  contests,  capable  of  being  adjusted  only 
bv  the  sword.  Many  of  the  maritime  pretensions 
01  that  great  Power  were  of  this  description. 
They  need  not  be  named,  because  they  were  in 
every  one's  recollection  ;  but  it  might  safely  be 
said  that  they  were  of  a  nature  to  which  this 
country,  in  the  ordinary  state  of  the  world, 
which  was  its  actual  state^  never  would  or  could 
submit.  This  nation  was  too  proud,  too  ambi- 
tious.  too  enterprising,  either  to  consent  that  its 
people  should  be  kept  at  home,  or  that  their  in- 
tercourse with  other  countries  should  be  con- 
trolled, restrained,  or  regulated  by  any  power 
whatever.  Judging  from  what  has  happened, 
and  from  the  principles  which  we  know  to  be 
held  and  asserted  by  the  great  Power  to  which 
he  had  alluded,  we  could  not  but  know  that  at- 
tempts at  this  restraint  and  control  will  be  made- 
Thus  we  should  be  driven  into  the  conflict,  what- 
ever care  we  might  take  to  avoid  it.  Perhaps 
we  ought  not  to  wish  to  avoid  it,  for  peace  is 
not  always  the  best  thing  for  a  nation ;  but  what- 
ever mignt  be  our  wishes,  it  would  not  be  long 
in  our  power.  Collisions  would  take  place,  ex- 
planations and  reparations  would  be  demanded, 
perhaps  not  always  in  the  most  conciliatory  and 
moderate  tone.  They  would  sometimes  be  given, 
as  often  happens,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make 
matters  worse.  Resort  would  then  be  had  to 
arms,  and  thus  we  should  soon  be  driven  or 


drawn  into  everyquarrel  among[  the  mat  mari- 
time Powers.  We  should  be  impelled  to  join 
the  weaker  side,  because  on  that  side  our  alliance 
would  be  courted,  our  principles  acknowledged, 
and  our  pride  flattered.  It  would  also  be  our 
interest  to  unite  with  the  weaker  maritime  Pow- 
ers in  their  efforts  to  check  and  restrain  the  lofty 
pretensions  and  overbearing  domination  of  the 
strongest.  This,  he  said,  was  the  natural  and 
constant  course  of  things,  which  had  been  for  a 
long  time  suspended  by  the  extraordinary  state 
of  the  world,  but  bad  now  returned  to  its  usnal 
channel;  and  thus,  by  a  destiny  which  we  could 
not  control,  we  should  become  parties  in  every 
contest  among  the  maritime  Powers.  From 
being  parties,  we  should  gradually  become  prin- 
cipals, and  find  ourselves  at  length  at  the  head 
of  the  league. 

Since  then,  he  said,  it  was  our  destiny  to  fight, 
it  became  us  to  consider  in  time  how  we  might 
fight  most  advantageously,  and  best  prepare  for 
the  struggles  which  we  could  not  avoid.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  our  true  policy  and  the  charac- 
ter of  our  people  led  us  to  the  ocean,  as  the  proper 
field  of  contest,  which  was  equally  pointed  out 
by  the  nature  and  genius  of  our  Government. 
That  was  the  natural  and  most  efficacious  direc- 
tion of  our  force.  It  was  there  that  the  character 
of  the  country  had  been  most  nobly  sustained ; 
that  the  most  brilliant  triumphs  bad  been 
achieved ;  that  the  fairest  presages  of  future  glory 
had  been  given.  The  mistakes  of  rulers  might 
sometimes  send  our  brave  sons  to  perish,  in 
fruitless  expeditions  by  land,  among  the  snows 
and  damp  and  dreary  forests  of  the  North,  or  in 
the  pestilential  swamps  and  morasses  of  the 
South,  but  the  irresistible  force  of  circumstances 
would  soon  correct  their  errors,  and  recall  us  to 
the  ocean,  as  the  true  scene  of  our  power  and 
glory. 

Since  it  was  on  maritime  power,  therefore, 
that  we  must  rely,  to  maritime  exertions  that  we 
should  be  irresistibly  impelled,  it  behooved  us  to 
consider  what  were  the  best  and  inost  efficient 
means  of  maritime  force,  what  was  its  most  solid 
basis.  Was  it  ships  ?  No.  Money  ?  No.  What 
then  ?  He  would  answer,  that  it  was  a  brave, 
hardy,  and  numerous  class  of  native  and  patri- 
otic seamen,  bound  to  us  by  the  ties  of  birth, 
educatiottj  early  habit;  impelled  by  the  feelings 
of  patriotism  and  the  love  of  glory ;  a  class  of 
men  without  which  ships  are  useless,  and  which 
money  cannot  boy.  And  can  you,  he  asked,' 
rely  on  foreigners  for  this  all-important  aid  ?  Oa 
men  attracted  to  your  service  by  the  mere  desire 
of  wages  or  of  gain,  connected  with  you  by  no 
common  interests  or  feelings,  united  to  you  by 
no  ties  of  kindred  or  affection,  mere  birds  of  pas- 
sage, which  flock  to  your  shores  in  the  summer 
of  peace  and  prosperity,  and  fly  from  you  when 
the  storm  begins  to  howl  7  Danger  scares  them 
away.  These  men,  thrown  on  our  shores  in 
time  of  peace  by  their  own  Governments  who 
wish  to  get  rid  of  the  expense  of  maintaining 

ithem,  enticed  to  us  by  the  hope  of  high  wages 
and  easy  service,  when  we  happen  to  be  neutral. 
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and  their  own  GovernmeoCs  at  war,  fly  when 
danger  approaches,  and  leare  us  defenceless, 
as  far  as  our  defence  may  depend  on  them.  On 
whomi  theU)  can  the  country  rely  ?  To  whom 
must  it  look  in  the  hour  of  danger?  I  answer 
to  our  native  citizens,  attached  to  us  by  birth, 
education,  habit,  and  domestic  ties.  These  are 
our  sure  dependence.  They  will  not  leave  us 
in  the  time  of  trial,  for  their  affections  are  with 
us,  their  hearts  are  with  us,  their  parents  and 
their  children  are  with  us.  On  them  we  may 
rely  in  our  greatest  extremity. 

It  was  the  object  of  his  motion^  Mr.  H.  said,  to 
foster  the  growth  of  this  inestimable  class  of 
men,  and  thii?  to  make  the  best,  the  most  effect- 
iial,  and  extensive  preparation  for  supporting  our 
rights  on  the  ocean,  where  alone  they  woiild  be 
•nectuaily  asserted.  He  wished  to  encourage 
the  manufacture  of  native  American  seamen,  the 
only  production  which  he  was  willing  to  force, 
by  any  species  of  what  is  called  protecting  duty. 
Since  there  was  a  sort  of  ra^e  for  encouraf;ing 
manufactures,  he  wished  to  give  it  a  right  direc- 
tion by  encouraging  the  growth,  not  of  wool- 
carders  and  cotton-spinners,  of  deformed,  feeble, 
and  diseased  laborers  in  work-shops  and  facto- 
ries, but  of  hardy,  gallant,  and  active  seamen,  to 
man  our  navy ;  and,  bv  protecting  our  commerce 
on  the  ocean,  to  enable  us  to  import  from  other 
countries  those  articles  which  could  not  be  pro- 
duced among  ourselves,  without  forcing  them  by 
oppressive  taxes  on  nine-tenths  of  the  community 
for  the  benefit  of  the  other  tenth.  This^  in  his 
opinion,  was  the  true  way  of  encouraging  in- 
dustry and  promoting  the  solid  and  lastins  pros- 
perity of  the  country  \  to  protect  ail,  and  leave 
all  to  seek  the  mpst  profitable  modes  of  employ- 
ing their  skill,  labor,  and  capital.  This  protection 
could  only  be  afforded  by  a  powerful  marine, 
whioh  would  enable  our  commerce  to  seek  the 
most  profitable  markets  for  our  own  productions, 
aad  to  supply  us  on  the  best  terms  with  those  of 
other  countries.  Every  branch  of  industry  would 
then  find  and  preserve  its  proper  level.  To  the 
formation  of  such  a  marine,  a  sufficient  supply 
of  native  American  freemen  was  essential,  and 
that  supply  it  was  the  object  of  his  motion  to 
secure.  An  object  in  hb  opinion  of  the  greatest 
importance  in  every  point  of  view,  which  would, 
he  hoped,  be  deemed  a  sufficient  apology  on  his 
part  tor  having  occupied  so  much  of  the  time 
of  that  honorable  body  in  this  feeble,  and,  he 
feared,  ineffectual  attempt  to  procure  the  adop- 
tion or  the  measure  under  consideration. 

With  respect  to  the  manner  of  carrying  this 
measure  into  effect,  so  as  to  obtain  the  object  ul« 
timately,  and  in  the  shortest  practicable  time, 
without  producing  derangement  in  our  commer* 
cial  operations,  or  serious  embarrassment  to  our 
ship  owners,  which  he  was  sensible  must  be  the 
consequence  of  precipitation,  in  every  measure  of 
this  sort,  he  considered  this  as  matter  of  detail, 
into  which  he  did  not  intend  then  to  enter.  It 
would  be  proper  and  even  necessary  in  the  future 
•taffea  of  the  business. 

AH  that  he  now  desired  was  to  refer  the  profio* 


sition  to  the  committee,  which  had  reported  the 
bill  then  before  the  Senate,  and  had  long  had  this 
whole  subject  under  consideration.  Here  the 
measure  would  undergo  a  full  examination  with 
a  view  both  to  its  practicability,  its  expediency, 
and  the  details  of  its  execution.  A  report  on  the 
subject  would  then  bring  the  whole  matter  again 
before  the  Senate,  with  all  the  facts  and  explanar 
tions  necessary  for  a  proper  decision. 

On  the  second  resolution,  for  requiring  mer- 
chant ships  to  have  apprentices  on  board,  he  ob- 
served that  little  need  now  be  said.  Its  object 
was  the  same  with  the  first,  to  provide  in  time 
the  means  of  naval  power,  by  promoting  the 
growth  of  native  seamen ;  and  it  would  be  found, 
he  believed,  powerfully  conducive  to  that  end.  It 
was  a  measure  sanctioned  by  long  experience,  in 
other  maritime  countries,  and  eapecially  in  Great 
Britain ;  in  whose  practice  and  institutions  we 
might  expect  to  find  the  most  useful  lessons  in  the 
act  of  advancing  naval  power.  The  only  points 
therefore  for  the  consideration  of  the  Committee, 
should  his  motion  of  recommitment  and  reference 
prevail,  would  be  to  what  extent,  and  under  what 
tnodificadons,  the  measure  of  requiring  appren- 
tices ought  to  be  adopted,  and  what  were  the  best 
means  of  insuring  its  success,  consistently  with 
the  state  of  the  country,  and  the  nature  of  our 
institutions. 

Mr.  Habpbb  then  concluded  with  moving  that 
the  bill  "  to  establish  a  system  of  navigation  for 
the  United  States  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations;  and  that  the  reso- 
lutions, which  he  had  laid  on  the  table,  be  referred 
to  the  same  committee,  for  consideration  and 
report." 

In  the  debate  which  ensued  on  this  motion,  Mr. 
EliNG  adverted  in  terms  of  very  strong  disappro- 
bation to  that  part  of  the  British  practice  of  im* 
pressment  which  constitutes  their  naval  officers, 
and  frequently  those  of  very  inferior  rank,  judges 
in  the  last  resort,  on  the  question  whether  a  sea- 
man claiming  to  be  a  native  American  citizeu- 
was  so  or  not;  which  enables  this  petty  officer, 
frequently  little  better  than  the  commander  of  a 
press-gang,  to  decide  without  evidence,  without 
inquiry,  and  without  appeal,  on  the  dearestrights 
which  belong  to  a  freeman*-his  right  of  per- 
sonal liberty ;  and  to  condemn  him  without  a 
hearing  to  a  rigorous  confinement  and  most  irk- 
some servitude  on  board  of  a  foreign  ship  of  war. 
This  practice  Mr.  K.  censured  in  terms  of  severe 
and  just  reprehension,  declaring  that  it  was  in- 
tolerable in  principle,  and  had  been  to  a  great  ex- 
tent abused  in  practice,  though  not  so  great  as 
had  sometimes  been  stated,  by  impressing  and  de- 
taining native  American  citizens,  under  pretence 
of  their  being  British  subjects.  From  tne  gene- 
ral cast  of  Mr.  K.'s  observations  on  this  point,  be 
appeared  to  be  under  the  impression  that  Mr. 
Harper  considered  this  part  of  (he  British  prac- 
tice of  impressment  as  correct,  or  at  least  as 
proper  to  be  tolerated. 

Mr.  Harper  in  explanation  observed,  that  he 
was  very  sorry  to  find  himself  misunderstood  in 
such  a  point  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
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New  York,  for  whose  opinioDs  he  felt  the  highest 
deference  and  respect.    He  had  not  deemed  it 
necessary,  from  the  general  coarse  of  his  obser- 
TEtions  ID  support  of  his  motion,  to  enlarge  par- 
ticularly on  the  subject  alluded  lo  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  but  he  had  supposed  that  his 
ideas  on  that  point  were  clearly  conveyed  by 
strong  and  necessary  implication  from  the  gen- 
eral tenor  of  his  arguments.    Since  that  how- 
ever appeared  not  to  be  the  fact,  he  would  ask 
leave  of  the  Senate  to  explain  himself  more  fully, 
for  it  was  a  point  on  which  of  all  others  he  was 
least  willing  to  be  misunderstood.    He  therefore 
stated  distinctly  what  be  had  thought  sufficiently 
clear,  that  be  entirely  concurred  with  the  honor- 
able ffentleman  from  New  York,  in  the  opinions 
and  ieelings  which  he  had  so  forcibly  expressed, 
concerning  the  British  practice  in  question — the 
practice  of  erecting  their  inferior  naval  officers, 
or  any  of  their  officers  however  high  in  rank,  into 
judges  Upon  the  dearest  and  most  sacred  rights  of 
American  citizens,  the  rights  of  personal  free- 
dom, with  power  to  decide  in  the  last  resort,  with- 
out evidence  and  without  a  hearing,  and  to  carry 
their  own  unjust  sentences  into  immediate  exe- 
cution, by  dragging  the  unhappy  victims  into 
compulsory  service  on  board  of  a  foreign  ship  of 
war,  perhaps  the  enemy  df  this  country.    This 
practice,  he  agreed  with  the  honorable  gentleman, 
ought  10  be  resisted  at  every  hszard  and  to  the 
last  extremity;  and  to  put  ourselves  in  a  condi- 
tion to  resist  it  effectually,  was  one  great  object 
of  the  resolutions  which  he  bad  submitted.    It 
was  only,  in  his  opinion,  after  having  excluded 
British  subjects  from  our  merchant  sbips^  that  we 
could  correctly  and  effectually  resist  their  claim, 
of  a  right  to  come  on  board  those  ships  in  search 
of  their  subjects.    If  we  chose  to  receive  their 
subjects  on  board,  and  then  told  them  that  we 
would  protect  all  who  were  on  board,  or  all  but 
those  whom  we  or  the  commanders  of  our  mer- 
chant ships  might  think  fit  to  acknowledge  to  be 
British  subjects,  and  to  give  op  as  such,  it  was 
obvious  that  we  should  do  exactly  what  we  so 
justly  complained  of  in  them.    We  should  take 
upon  ourselves,  or  confer  on  the  commanders  of 
our  merchant  vessels,  the  power  of  deciding  in 
the  last  resort,  with  or  without  evidence,  and 
with  or  without  a  hearing,  who  were  to  be  con- 
sidered as  British  subjects,  and  to  execute  the  sen- 
tences, by  withholding  from  the  power  and  service 
of  their  own  Government  all  those  British  sub- 
jects whom  such  judges  might  think  fit  to  declare 
American  citizens.    To  such  a  course  of  pro- 
ceeding the  British  Gh)vernment  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  submit.    They  would  resist  it,  and  thus 
we  should  be  involved  in  a  quarrel,  on  grounds, 
to  say  the  least  of  them,  exceedingly  doubiful, 
whicn  it  was  most  desirable  to  avoid.    But  if  his 
measure  were  adopted,  and  all  British  subjects 
not  heretofore  naturalized  were  excluded  from 
our  shipH.  we  should  be  in  a  situation  to  resist 
their  whole  practice  of  impressment,  as  applicable 
to  our  ships,  on  the  most  clear  and  solid  grounds; 
and  thus  cut  up  the  evil  by  the  roots.    We  shall 
he  able  to  say  to  them  **  we  have  none  of  your 


'  subjects  on  board  of  our  ships,  no  persons  to 
'  whose  service  you  can  claim  a  right,  and  there- 
'  fore  on  board  of  our  ships  you  must  not  come." 
We  shall  then  have  drawn  a  clear  line  of  demar- 
cation which  we  shall  be  able  and  I  trust  ever 
willing  to  defend.  I  can  assure  the  honorable 
gentleman  that  I  for  one  will  go  as  far  and  stand 
as  long  in  its  defence  as  any  one  who  hears  me. 
Let  us  once  exclude  British  subjects  not  already 
naturalized  from  our  ships,  and  thus  deprive  that 
Government  of  all  fair  pretence  for  sending  their 
officers  on  board,  and  I  for  one  will  join  in  resist- 
ing to  every  extremity  this  practice,  which  will 
then  assume  the  character  dt  an  undisguised  at- 
tack on  our  rights,  and  even  on  our  independence. 
But  it  cannot  have  that  character,  while  we  re- 
ceive their  subjects  into  our  merchant  vessels, 
however  liable  it  may  be  to  occasional  abuse.  I 
wish  in  this  particular,  as  in  every  other,  to  put 
ourselves  perfectly  on  the  right  side,  so  as  to 
avoid  the  contest  if  we  can,  and  if  we  cannot,  to 
begin  it  with  justice  clearly  on  our  side;  and  this, 
Mr.  President,  I  consider  as  one  of  the  best  effects 
of  my  motion,  and  perhaps  its  strongest  recom- 
mendation. 

When  Mr.  Harpeb  had  concluded,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


FninAT,  April  5. 

Mr.  Frombntin  presented  the  memorial  of 
William  Garrard, and  others,  land  commissioners, 
in  the  western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
now  State  of  Louisiana,  praying  compensation 
for  their  services,  as  stated  in  the  memorial; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Messrs.  Fbomemtin,  Brown,  and  Morrow, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  RoBBRTB  presented  the  memorial  of  a  laree 
number  of  manufactorers  and  mechanics  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the  tariff  of  duties 
recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
may  be  imposed  for  the  encouragement  and  pro- 
tection of  domestic  manufactures,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  ^An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1816,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Varnuii,  from  the  Militia  Committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to 
increase  the  pensions  of  invalids  in  certain  cases, 
for  the  relief  of  invalids  of  the  militia,  and  for 
the  appointment  of  pension  a|^nts  in  those  States 
where  there  is  no  commissioner  of  loans,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment 

Mr.  RoBERTB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  '*An  act  directing 
the  discharge  of  MosesLewisfrom  imprisonment," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

resolution  submitted  the  3d  instant,  approving 

I  the  alterations  suggested  for  the  enlargement  of 
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the  Senate  room,  tod  the  better  arraDgement  of 
offices  of  the  Senate ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  adjuRting  the  claims  to  land  and 
establishing  a  land  office  for  the  district  of  lands 
lying  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  island  of 
New  Orleans,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  to  ascertain  and 
establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  re- 
served for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  al- 
lowed to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
line, on  Continental  Establishment;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Mobbow,  the  consideration  thereof 
was  further  postponed  until  Thursday  the  18th 
instant. 

Mr  Bbown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Cbmpbell,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  as  relates  to  Finance  and  an 
Uniform  National  Currency,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  memorial  of  the  Bible  Society  of  Phil- 
adelphia, made  a  report,  together  with  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Reiohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  G.  Gotts- 
berger,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  made  a  report, 
together  with  the  following  resolution : 

Reaohfed,  That  the  petitioner  hare  leaye  to  with- 
draw his  petition. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  establishing  a  system  of  navigation  for 
the  United  States;  and  on  the  question^  '*  Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing 
for  the  increase  of  the  salaries  of  certain  officers 
of  the  €h)vernment ;  and  on  motion,  bv  Mr.  Tal- 
bot, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and  children 
of  Robert  Fulton,  deceased,"  together  with  the 
amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee, and  the  amendment  having  been  agreed 
to  with  further  amendments,  the  PRESinENT  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  accordinsly;  and  the 
amendments  having  been  concurred  in,  on  the 
question,  **  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  1"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Mr.  Habper  withdrew  the  motion,  submitted 
the  4th  instant,  for  excluding  foreigners  fVom  the 
naval  and  merchant  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  compelling  merchant  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  have  on  board  a  certain  number  of 
apprentices. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 


more  effectually  for  the  payment  of  specie  by  the 
several  banks  within  the  District  of  Columbia; 
and  the  consideration  thereof  was  further  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  for  a 

the 


,        ,  Hamp- 

shire, that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  19,  nays 
7,  as  follows : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  CampbeQ, 
Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin.  Gaillard,  Goldsborough, 
Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Morrow* 
Boggles,  Talbot,  Tait,  Thompson,  Vamum,  and  Wil- 
liams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Chaoe,  Oondit»  Laoock,  MaooD, 
Boberts,  Sanford,  and  Turner. 


Saturuat,  April  6. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot,  the  committee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  John  Long- 
don,  and  others,  members  of  the  Mechanics'  Hie- 
lief  Society  of  Alexandria,  were  discharged  from 
the  iVirthei  consideration  thereof  respectively. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  Bible  Society  of  Philadel- 
phia.   Whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists 
oueht  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  John  G.  Gottsberger,  of  the  city 
of  New  York.    Whereupon. 

Retolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  dividing 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial  dis- 
tricts ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  it  was  re- 
committed to  a  select  committee,  further  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  and  Messrs.  Lacook, 
Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Daoobtt,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  ad- 
journ their  respective  Houses,  on  the  22d  daj*  of 
April,  1816 ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacooc,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Saturday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ''An 
act  for  organizing  the  general  stafi^  and  making 
further  provision  for  the  Army  of  the  United 
States;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Ticbenor,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution, 
directing  medals  to  be  struck,  and,  together  with 
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the  thanks  of  Congress,  presented  to  Major  Gen- 
eral Harrison  and  Governor  Shelby,  and  for  other 
purposes;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Babbour,  the 
farther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  tor  Saturday 
next. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and  ehil- 
dren  of  Robert  Fvlton,  deceased,  was  read  a 
third  time;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall  this  bill 
pass  9"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirraatiTe— yeas 
16,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

TxAS— Mewn.  Baihonrt  Condit,  JHfsgtUt  Baaa, 
(Hillard,  Ooldsborongh,  Oore,  Horsey,  Khiffi  Maeon» 
Moirow,  Roberts,  Sanferd,  Tichonor,  Tomer,  and 
Wiiliams. 

Nijre— lienrs.  Bany,  Lsco<dK»  Talbot,  Thonpeo^, 
Vamum,  and  Wilson* 

The  bill  to  establish  a  system  of  navigation  for 
ihe  United  States,  was  read  a  third  ttme^  and 
passed. 

The  PBEsinENT  coDMaunicated  a  letter  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  relat- 
ing to  a  report  of  the  commissioners  on  claims 
for  lands  in  the  western  land  district  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  tra:n«mitled  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
retentatives ;  and  the  letter  was  read. 


MoNOAY,  April  8. 

Mr.  RoBBRTB  presented  the  memorial  and  re- 
monstrance of  Thomas  M.  Longstreth  and  oth- 
ers, manufacturers  of  paper-bangings  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  in  lieu  of  the  duty 
of  one  cent  per  pound  on  whiting,  as  proposed  in 
the  contemplated  tariff  a  moderate  ad  valorem 
duty  may  be  imposed,  if  any  impost  on  that  arti- 
cle shall  be  deemed  euedient;  lot  xeaaoos  stated 
in  the  memorial ;  whicn  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comouttee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  provide  more  effectually  for 
the  payment  of  specie  bv  the  several  banks  within 
the  District  of  Colomoia;  and  on  motion,  bj 
Mr.  RoBEBTa«  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Monday  next 

The  Benate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiurs,  to 
wnom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  represent- 
atives of  Igoace  Pelino.    Whereupon, 

Ruolvea^  That  the  petition  of  the  representn- 
tives  of  Ignace  Delino  is  reaaonable,  and  ought 
to  be  granted. 

JUtidvedf  That  provision  should  be  made  for 
asoertaining  with  precision  the  aau>uot  of  losses 
sastained  by  the  said  Ignace  Delino. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  George  Nebio- 
ger,"  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee ;  the  amendments 
having  been  agreed  to,  the  Fbbsiobiit  reported 
the  bin  to  the  House  accordingly,  and  the  amend- 
ments were  concurred  in,  and  on  the  question, 
*' Shalt  the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and  the 
bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 


Mr.  Lacocc,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  tbe  bill  entitled  *'An  act  making  appro* 
priations  for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  1816,"  reported  it  with  amendments,  which 
were  read. 

The  engrossed -bill,  making  appropriation  for 
the  construction  of  roads  and  canals,  was  read  a 
third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mabon,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, that  ike  further  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative*-y«as  18,  najfs 
9,  as  follows: 

TsAs — ^Messrs.  Barry,  Chace,  Condit,  Daggett, 
ChdUard,  Gore,  Hunter,  Mig,  Maeon,  Mason  of  New 
Hampahire,  Roberts,  Sanlbrd,  Talbot,  Tait,  Thomp- 
aoB,  Tomer,  Vamom,  and  Wflliaras. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Dana,  Fnanentin, 
Horsey,  Laeock,  Morrow,  Rngglea,  and  WHson. 

Mr.  FnoKBarui,  from  the  coaunittee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  repotted  a  bill  lor  settling 
the  oompensation  of  the  oovunissioaers,  clerk,  and 
translator  of  the  board  for  land  claims  in  the 
western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  jiMr 
State  of  Louisiana }  and  the  mil  was  read,«od 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comnutlee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  hill  entitled  ''An  act  to  «lter  and 
amend  the  law  of  costs ;"  and,  on  motion  br  Mr. 
Talbot,  tbe  further  eonsideration  theeeof  was 
postponed  until  the  first  Bionday  in  July  neat. 

Mr.  FnoMnaTiN,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  hill  authori* 
zing  the  sale  of  lou  owned  by  the  United  States, 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
aot  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  and  John  Clifford, 
Elisha  Fisher,  and  Company,  Thomas  CUfiord, 
and  Thomas  Clifford  and  Son ;''  and  the  bill  hav* 
ing  been  amended,  the  PngamsMT  reported  it  to 
the  House  accordingly ;  and  theamendment  having 
been  concurred  in,  on  the  qoestioiL  *^  Shall  tho 
amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?"  it  was  determined  in  eke 
negative. 

Mr.  Campsuul,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presidcot  of  the 
United  States  as  relates  to  Finance  -and  an  Uni« 
form  National  Currency,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  entitled  ''An  act  suj^lementary  to  the 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Grovernment  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  same,"  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments, which  were  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  requesting  the  honorable  Nathan 
Saoford,  a  member  of  the  Senate,  may  be  per* 
mitted  to  attend  before  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  appointed  to  inquire 
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into  the  official  ooodaet  of  Judge  Ttlimadge.  to 
be  examioed  touehiog  the  subjects  cootainea  in 
a  report  relating  to  me  alledged  misconduct  of 
Judge  Talimadge,  in  his  office,  as  one  of  the 
Jodses  of  the  District  Court  for  the  State  of  New 
Yonc.  Thev  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  **Anact 
to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage;" 
in  which  they  request  the  coucnrreoce  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  op  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reining. 

The  PfiEsiPENT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Deoartment  of  War,  made  in 
obedience  to  the  resouitioo  of  the  Senate  of  the 
Hiird  ioataot,  directing  him  to  lay  before  the 
Samite  a  statement  of  tlie  nnu  expended  in  tha 
pwchase  mt  aMBU&etiire  of  arms  and  miiitary 
efoifMBents  for  the  miUtia,  in  parauanee  of  the 
aat  af  the  23d  of  April,  180B,  «tttitkd  ''An  act 


naliiag  pi«rision  for  arming  and  equipping  the 
whale  iwdy  of  the  militia  of  tbe  United  States ;'' 
awd  alio  a  statement  of  the  arms  and  iftilitarv 
etfaipmenis,  which  hare  been  eo  prorided,  ana 
of  the  distribution  thereof.  And  the  report  was 
read. 

Mr.  TiCHENOR  submitted  the  fbliowing  motion 
f&t  consideratton : 

Me»0hfeit  ^'^at  the  SoevetOT  erf  the  War  Deput- 
meat  be  diseeted  to  ley  befere  tbe  SeaaCe,  widiw  little 
delay  ts  pcMibie,  a  statement  of  the  Milkury  Sstib* 
lishment  of  the  United  States  for  flw  year  1708,  thevein 
distingQiihing  the  geneial  stafi^  with  the  expense  of 
the  seid  staff  the  whole  year ;  and  a  like  statement 
for  the  yeaxa  1791,  1794,  1798, 1908,  1809,  1813,  and 
1816^  lespeetively. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tiie 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Isaac  Briggs;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
Qfltil  Monday  next. 

Tuesday,  April  9. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  wliom  the  subject  was  referred,  report- 
ed a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Ignace  Chalmet  Delino,  deceased  i  and  tbe  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Yarkum,  from  the  joint  committee  of  tbe 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  certain 
alterations  in  the  mode  of  transacting  the  busi- 
ness of  Congress,  recommend  tbe  following  res- 
olutions : 

Beaoked,  That,  on  the  adjournment  of  any  Congress, 
the  unfinished  buainessy  to  wit,  bills,  resolutaoas,  and 
reports  of  committees,  shall  remain  at  the  next  session 
of  the  same  Congress  in  the  same  situation  they  were 
at  the  time  of  the  adjournment. 

Meaoivedj  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerks  of 
the  respective  Houses  to  keep  a  docket  of  the  basittess 
in  the  order  in  which  it  is  presented ;  and  to  preserve 
all  the  documents  and  papers  in  relation  to  it ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  proper  officers  to  preserve  for 
the  use  of  the  Houses,  and  l«ft  upon  the  tables  of  the 
members,  so  that  they  may  be  ready  for  re-deliveiy  and 
nse  al  the  ensuing  session  of  Qie  same  Congr< 


The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  regvlate  the  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  requesting 
the  attendance  of  the  honorable  Nathan  Banfor£ 
a  member  of  the  Senate,  before  the  committee  of 
that  House,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  his  testimony 
in  the  matter  under  examination  of  the  said  com* 
mittecj  concerning  the  alledffed  miseondoct  of 
Matthias  B.  Talimadge,  one  of  the  Judges  of  tlie 
District  Court  for  the  Slate  of  New  York« 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Kimo  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration : 

Retohed,  That  the  Senate,  in  compliance  with  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  yesteiw 
day,  do  allow  the  attendance  of  the  honorable  Nathan 
Saiiford,  a  member  of  diis  House,  befora  the  committea 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the  pu^oee  ef 
giving  his  testimony  in  the  matter  under  eiammation 
of  the  said  committee,  ooaoeming  the  alleged  miseon* 
duet  of  Matthias  B.  TaUmadgSb  one  of  the  Judges  of 
the  District  Govt  for  the  Slate  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Lagogk,  from  tbe  oommlRee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  relative  to 
the  tranapwiation  and  opening  of  tbe  mail,  in 
certain  cases ;  and  the  bill  was  read ;  and  on  the 
question^  "Shall  this  bill  be  read  the  second 
time  T^  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  ''An  ant 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Gkorge  Nebingen" 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
aagroBsed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

Beaolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  title  was  amended  by  adding  thereto,  *'  and 
of  Landon  Carter.'* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ''An 
act  maxittff  appropriations  for  the  suppOTtofCftov- 
emment  »r  the  year  1816,"  together  with  tlie 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com* 
mittee ;  and  the  amendments  having  been  agraed 
to.  with  amendments,  thepRBstncMT  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  the  amend- 
meats  having  been  concurred  in,  on  the  question. 
*^  Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended  1"  it  was  (^ter* 
mined  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  more  convenient 
arrangement  of  the  times  and  places  of  holding 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  for  the 
districts  of  South  Carolina  and  Qeorgta;"  in 
which  bill  tbey  request  the  concurrence  of  tiin 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading* 

Mr.  Campmill,  from  the  committee  appomied 
on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  as  relates  to  Finance  and  an 
Uniform  Natieoal  Currency,  to  whom  wasveferred 
the  petition  of  Talcott  Woleou,  BMde  a  report, 
together  with  the  following  resointion : 
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Meaohed,  TThat  the  prajer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coosideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe,  in  be- 
half of  the  United  States,  for shares  in  the 

capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Var- 
MUM,  the  further  coosideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  8th  instant,  directing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  War  Department  to  lay  before  the 
Senate  a  statement  of  the  Military  Establishment 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  years  1788,  1791, 
1704,  1798,  1803,  1809,  1813,  and  1815,  respec- 
tively ;  and  agreed  thereto. 
.  Mr.  Varnum  communicated  sundry  documents 
to  be  filed  with  the  petition  of  Sarah  Jarvis,  and 
others,  praying  payment  of  the  balance  which 
may  be  found  due  to  Leonard  Jarvis,  deceased, 
for  services  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
the  District  of  Columbia;  and  on  the  question, 
''Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  aflSrmattve. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  certain  claimants  to  lands  in 
the  district  of  Vincennes,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Campbell  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of 
Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  on 
certain  entries  and  locations  of  lands  therein  de- 
scribed. 

Mr.  Dana  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  concerning  the  maritime  pre- 
cincts of  the  United  States. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
the  entry  of  vessels  at  the  port  of  Middletown ; 
aod  on  the  question,  *' Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  for 
printing  the  laws  relative  to  naturalization ;  and 
on  the  question,  "Shall  this  resolution  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
announced  to  the  Senate  the  death  of  the  Hon. 
Richard  Stanford,  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  from  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  that  his  funeral  will  take  place  to-mor- 
row at  12  o'clock.  Whereupon,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Macon, 

Beaohedy  unanimoudlyt  That  the  Senate  will  attend 
the  funeral  of  the  Hon.  Rigbabb  Stakvobo,  late  a 
fltiember  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,  to-morrow  at  IS  o'clock ;  and,  as  a 
testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased, 
they  will  go  into  monrnbig,  and  wear  a  black  crape 
raund  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 


MILITART  8ERVICB& 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bil|,  entitled  *'An 
act  making  further  provision  for  military  services 
during  the  late  war,  and  for  other  purposes,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  amend- 
ment proposed,  amended  as  follows : 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  donations  of  land  be 
granted  to  all  the  officers  of  the  regular  armv  who  were 
in  service,  and  who  have  been  disbanded  m  reducing 
the  army  conformably  to  the  act  of  third  March,  1816, 
and  who  shall  not  have  been  reinstated  in  the  army  by 
the  seventeenth  of  May  next,  to  wit:  to  each  Major 
General,  one  thonsand  two  hundred  and  eighty  aem; 
to  each  Brigadier  General,  one  thonsand  one  hundred 
and  twen^  acres;  to  each  Colonel  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel,  nme  hundred  and  sixty  acres ;  to  each  Mi^or, 
eight  hundred  acres ;  to  each  Captain,  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres ;  to  each  subaltern,  four  hundred  andetgh^ 
acres;  and  to  offioenof  the  medical  and  other ataft 
who  have  no  rank,  in  proportion  to  their  pay  according 
to  the  scale  aforesaid. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10, 
nays  12,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Chaoe,  Condit,  Fro* 
mentin,  GaiUard,  Laoock,  Macon,  Rnggles,and  Turner. 

Nays — Messrs.  Barbour,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gore,  Hor- 
sey, Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mor- 
row, Talbot,  Tait,  and  Varnum. 


Wbdnesdat,  April  10. 

The  Senate  assembled,  and  adjourned  to  U 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tbursday,  April  11. 

The  bill  for  settling  the  compensation  of  the 
commissioners,  clerk,  and  translator,  of  the  board 
for  land  claims  in  the  western  district  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans^  now  State  of  Louisiana, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  lots  owned  by 
the  United  States,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Ignace  Chalmet  Delioo,  deceased,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  resolutions  reported  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  certain  alterations  in  the  mode  of  trans- 
acting the  business  of  Congress,  were  read  the 
second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Talcott  Wolcott ;  whereupon, 

iueolvedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  more  conve- 
nient arrangement  of  the  times  and  places  of 
holding  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  for 
the  districts  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,*' 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Browh,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
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Kferred  the  bill,  eDtitled  "Ao  act  making  farther 
prorisioD  for  settliog  claims  to  land  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  IlUnois/'  reported  it  with  amendments; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  Babbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred'  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  year  1816,"  reported  it  with  an  amend- 
ment; which  was  read. 

Mr.  RuGGLE8.from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplemental 
to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  and  defin* 
ing  the  duties  of  the  Judges  of  the  Territory  of 
Illinois,  and  for  Testing  in  the  courts  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Indiana  a  jurisdiction  in  chancery  cases 
arising  in  the  said  Territory,"  reported  it  with 
amendments ;  which  were  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
Ross  and  Samoel  Breck,  snrrinng  executors  of 
John  Ross,  deceased ;"  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Hamon;"  a  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton ;"  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  minor  children  of  Zacquill  Morgan,  late  a 
Captain  in  the  United  Stated  Army ;"  a  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Manassah  Miner;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  a  compa- 
ny of  the  twentieth  brigade  of  Vtrffinia  militia, 
commanded  by  Captain  Jonathan  Walmsley ;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
B.  Parish;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Charles  Todd ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  William  Flood ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Peter  Audrain ;"  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bphraim  Shaler ;"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  O'Flyng, 
Abigail  0'Flyog,aod  Bdmond  O'Flyng;"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Ap 
Catesby  Jones;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  sale  of  lands  forfeited  to  the  United 
States,  in  the  district  of  Jefferson  ?ille,  at  the  land 
office  in  said  district ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrer,  William  Youns, 
William  Moseley,  and  William  Leech ;"  a  biU, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  payment  of  the  Militia 
in  the  case  therein  mentioned ;"  a  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson ;"  a  bill, 
entitled  *<An  act  for  the  relief  of  Paul  D.  Butler;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  payment 
for  the  court-house  of  Hamilton,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Rafus  S.  Reed,  and  Daniel  Dobbins ;"  a  bill,  en* 
titled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  President  and 
Directors  of  the  Washington  Bridge  Company;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the  commissions  of 
the  collectors  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  du- 
ties, and  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  'An  act 
further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage;"  a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Asher  Palmer;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  supervisors  of  the  county 
of  Clinton,  in  the  State  of  New  York;"  a  bill, en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  9i  John  Crosby,  and 


John  Crosbjr,  jun.;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Taylor  db  McNeal,  Evans  db  McNeal. 
and  Henry  and  John  McLeister;"  a  bill,  entillea 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  owners  of  goods 
entered  at  Hampden,  in  the  District  of  Maine;"  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  acts  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
authorizing  the  City  Council  of  Charleston  to  im* 
pose  and  collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels 
from  foreign  ports,  and  to  acts  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  authorizing  the  imposition  and  collec- 
tion of  a  duty  on  the  tonnace  of  vessels  in  the 
porta  of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's;"  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  increase  the  compensations  now 
allowed  by  law  to  inspectors^  measurers,  weigh- 
ers, and  gaugers,  employed  in  the  collection  of 
the  customs ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declarinff 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Generiu 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Virginia ;"  also,  a  ''Res- 
olution requiring  the  Secretary  of  State  to  com- 
pile and  print,  once  in  every  two  years,  a  register 
of  all  officers  and  agents,  civil,  military,  and  naval, 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States;"  in  which 
bills  and  resolution  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  thirty  bills,  and  the  resolution  last  brought 
up  for  concurrence,  were  read,  and  severally 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain claimants  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vincen- 
nes,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  concerning  the  District  of  Columbia 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  bill  concerning  the  entry  of  vessels  at  the 
port  of  Middletown,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  resolution  for  printing  the  laws  relative  to 
naturalization,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendmenta  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1816,"  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  the  blank  filled. 

Retolvedf  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Lacogk  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  making  an  appropriation 
for  the  compensation  of  the  commissioner  and 
clerk,  authorized  by  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost,  cap- 
tured, or  destroyed  bv  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreeentativee  of  the  United  Siatea  .• 

With  a  view  to  the  more  convenient  arrangement 
of  the  important  and  growing  business  connected  with 
the  grant  of  exclusive  rights  to  inventors  and  authors,  I 
recommend  the  establishment  of  a  distinct  office  wiUi* 
in  the  Department  of  State,  to  be  charged  therewith* 
ander  a  director,,  with  a  salary  adequate  to  his  aervioss* 
and  with  the  privilege  of  frankUig  oommaniaUioae 


307 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


308 


Sbhatb. 


Sncream  of  Baiarie9, 


April,  1816. 


bj  mail  from  and  to  the  oflke.  I  noommend,  alto, 
laat  further  rettraiata  be  impoaed  on  the  iaeoe  of 
patenta  to  wr<»igfal  daimanta,  and  ftuther  gnarda  pro- 
vided againat  firmudulent  exactkma  of  fees  by  peraona 
poaaeaaed  of  patenta. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Aran.  11,  1816. 

The  Message  was  read. 

Mr.  Dana  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  concerning  the  maritime  precincts  of 
the  United  Slates;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Campbell  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see to  issae  grants  and  perfect  titles  on  certain 
entries  and  locations  of  lands  therein  described; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  exhibiting 
the  names  of  the  clerks  employed  in  the  severu 
offices  attached  to  that  Department,  and  the  sums 
giyen  to  each  for  the  year  1815 ;  and  the  report 
was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  further  provision  for  military  services 
during  the  last  war,  and  for  other  purposes,  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee ;  and  the  amendments  hav- 
ing been  disagreed  to,  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House;  and  on  the  question,  *' Shall 
this  bill  be  read  a  third  time  7"  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  15,  nays  9,  as  follows : 

TxAs — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Bany,  Brown,  Condit, 
Fiomentin,  Laeock,  Macon,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Mor- 
low,  Roberts,  Buggies,  Sanlbrd,  Talbot,  Tomer,  and 
Williams. 

Nats— Messn.  Daggett,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough, 
Hunter,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Yamum,  and 
Wells. 

INCREASE  OF  SALARIES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Gommitte  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  billprovidioff  for 
the  increase  of  the  salaries  of  the  omoera  of  Uov- 
eroment  therein  mentioned. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot,  to  strike  out  from 
line  37  to  line  79,  of  the  bill,  comprehending  all 
the  judges,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeaa  5,  nays  20,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Meaan.  Barboni^  Barry,  Mason  of  Virginia, 
Talbot,  and  Turner. 

Nats— Means.  Brown,  Chaoe,  Condit,  Daggett, 
Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Hanter, 
Lacock,  Macoo,  Morrow,  Bobeita,  Rogglea,  Sanlord, 
Tait,  Thompson,  Vanmm,  WeUa,  and  Williana. 

The  bill  having  been  amended,  the  PaAsioENT 
resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Barry  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, "Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  timeT*  It  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  12,  nays  14,  as  follows : 

YaAa-^Meaaia.  Bany,Bnwn,  Dagfatt,  Fromantin, 
Hvnter,  Laeock,  Macon,  Mosrew,  Roberta,  Tait,  Tniw 
,  and  WiUiama. 


Nats — ^Meaara.  Baibour,  Chaee,  Condit,  Dana, 
Gaillard,  Goldaborongh,  Maaon  of  New  Hampabiw, 
Maaon  of  Virginia,  Rogglea,  Sanlbrd,  Talbot,  lliomp- 
aon,  Vamum,  and  Wella. 


Frioat,  April  12. 

Mr.  Goldsborough  presented  the  petition  «C 
Bernard  O'Neil,  and  also  the  petition  of  WilMam 
F.  Abbott  and  others,  praying  compensation  for 
the  loss  of  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
dvring  the  late  war,  as  stated  in  the  petitions, 
which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commtstee 
on  Military  Aflhirs. 

The  bill  entitled  ^*An  aet  ambonzing  the  pay- 
ment for  the  cottit-hoube  of  Hamilton,  in  tbe 
State  of  Ohio,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affitirs* 

The  bill  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  payment  of 
the  miliiia  in  the  case  therein  mentioned,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee last  mentioned. 

The  bill  eaUtied  ""An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
sspenrisorsof  the  county  of  Clinton,  in  the  Staie 
of  New  York,"  was  read  tlie  aecoad  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  eommittee. 

The  bill  entitled  *<  Aa  aet  for  the  relief  of  a 
com|iaay  of  tiie  twentieth  briMde  of  Yimnia 
militia,  commaaded  by  Captain  Jonathan  Waim- 
sley."  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  saJBMB  oammittee. 

The  bill  enUtled  ''  An  aet  for  the  relief  of 
Patrick  O'Flyag,  and  Abigail  O'Flyng,  aad  BUk- 
mond  O'Flyng,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  ralief  of  WU- 
liam  Flood,"  was  read  the  second  time^  and  refer* 
red  to  the  same  eommittee. 

The  bill  entiUed  ''An  act  for  tha  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Wilson,^  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re* 
ferrad  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  <^An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Washington 
Bridge  Company,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
aad  raferred  to  the  same  committee. 

TJie  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tho- 
mas Ap  Catesby  Jonea."  was  read  the  seeoad 
time,  and  referred  to  tlte  Committee  on  Nafal 
Affairs. 

The  bail  eatiUed  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ra- 
fus  8.  Reed  aad  Daniel  Dobbins,"  wan  read  the 
second  time,  aad  relerred  to  the  committee  laat 
mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Taj« 
lor  &  McNeal,  Brans  db  McNeal,  and  Henry  and 
John  McLeistcr,"  was  read  the  second  time,  aad 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bUl  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Crosby  and  John  Crosby,  jr.,"  was  read  the  see- 
oad time,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  therelief  of  Asher 
Palmer,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refemd 
to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  sale 
of  lands  forfeited  to  the  United  States  in  the  dis« 
trict  of  Jeffersonville,  at  the  land  office  in  said 
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distriet,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  tbe  committee  oa  the  memorial  of  the  Legiila- 
tire  Council  andHonse  of  Represeotatives  of  the 
Misaisstppt  Territory. 

The  bill  eotitkd  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter 
Audrain/'  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  *^An  act  to  increase  the  com- 
missions now  allowed  by  law  to  inspectors^  mea- 
surers, weighers,  and  lingers,  employed  in  the 
coUeciion  of  the  customs,"  was  read  the  seeond 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  mi  Finance 
attd  an  Uniform  KatioBal  Cnrrency. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the  oommas- 
aioas  'Of  the  coJieefors  of  the  diteet  las  Jini  kHer- 
iiai  duties,  and  to  re?ive  and  cocutnaa  in  force 
*  An  act  farlber  to  profide  for  tbe  eoUedioo  of 
duties  on  imports  and  toftuagc,' "  was  read  tlie 
seeond  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last 
meaiioned. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  '^Aq  act  declaring  the  assent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Gk»eral  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Virginia,''  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Commitfiee  on  Roads  aod 
Canals. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Wheaton,"  was  read  the  seooud  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  eommitteie;  and  Messrs.  Daoobtt. 
SiJiroRD,  and  Gof-nsnoBOoea,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  lor  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Hamon,"  was  send  tbe  seeond  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  ttie  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  and  miaor  children  of  ZaomiiU  Mocgao, 
late  A  captain  in  the  United  States' Army,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

The  bill  eotitJed  "An  act  for  the  telief  of 
Chirks  Ross  and  Samuel  Brack,  sorTirinff  exec- 
utom  of  John  Ross,  deceased,"  was  nad  the  aee- 
ond  lime,  and  ceferi«d.  to  the  same  eooaaHttee. 

The  biU  entiUed  "An  act  lor  the  aelief  of  Ma^ 
naasah  Miaev,"  was  read  tbe  seoond  tiaae,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bUl  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  B.  Farisb,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  same  coramiuee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Todd,"  was  read  tbe  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bin  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Sphraim  Slialer,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of 
Thomas  Farrer,  William  Young,  William  Mose- 
ley,  and  William  Leech,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Paul 
D.  Butler,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  declaring  tbe  consent 
of  Congress  to  acts  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, authorizing  the  City  Council  of  Charleston 
o  impose  and  collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of 
essels  from  foreign  ports  j  and  to  acts  of  the 


State  of  Gteorgia,  authorising  the  imposition  and 
collection  of  a  doty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  in 
tbe  ports  of  Sa?annah  and  St.  Mary  V'  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  tbe  same  com- 
mittee. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  '^An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  cer- 
tain owners  of  goods  entered  at  Hampden,  in  the 
District  of  Maine,^  was  read  tbe  second  time,  and 
referred  to  tbe  same  committee. 

Tbe  resolution  requiring  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  compile  and  print,  once  in  every  two  years,  a 
register  of  all  officers  and  agents,  civil,  military, 
and  naval,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  concerning  the  maritime  precincts  of 
the  United  States,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  the  9th  instant,  by  Mr.  Kino, 
which  was  amended  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

JRtaohed^  That  the  Senate,  in  compliance  with 
tbe  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  8th  instant,  do  allow  the  attendance  of  the 
honorable  Natrah  Samforo,  a  member  of  this 
House,  before  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Represeaiatives,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  his  tes- 
timony in  the  matter  under  examination  of  the 
said  committee  concerning  the  alleged  misconduct 
of  Matthias  B.  Tallmadge,  one  of  the  judjgfes  of 
the  district  court  for  the  State  of  New  rork. 

The  bill  concerning  the  District  of  Columbia, 
(authorizing  the  imroduction  of  slaves  into  the 
District  of  Columbia,  tbe  property  of  persons 
coming  to  reside  here.)  was  read  a  third  time; 
and  on  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  pass?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  13.  nays  16,  as 
follow*: 

TxAa— Messrs.  Barbour,  Bsny,  Brown,  Fromentin, 
GailianI,  Ooldsbovoogh,  Laoock,  Maoon,  Mssoa  of  Yiiw 
gtnia»  Boberts,  Tsit,  Toiner,  and  Williaais. 

KATs^Mesmk  Condit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gon,  Hor^ 
sey.  Hunter,  Masen  of  New  Haapipshirfl^  Msnow,  Sbt^ 
gles,  Sanibrd,  Talbot,  Thoanpaon,  Tidtenor.  Yamum. 
Welis,  and  Wilson. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  military  services  during  tbe  late  war, 
and  for  other  purposes  "  was  reaa  a  third  time ; 
and  on  the  question,  '^Shall  this  bill  pass  ?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative— yeas  12,  nays  13,  as 
follows: 

YjLkB  Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Gondit,  Fmneatin, 
liscock,  Macon,  Morrow,  Sanfiml,  Talbot,  Tnmsr, 
Williams,  and  Wilson. 

Nats— Massra.  Daggett,  Oaillsrd,  Goldsboraagh, 
Oors,  Hors^,  Hontsr,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
Roberts,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tichsnor,  Varanm,  ax^ 
Wells. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wslx.8,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  tbe  passage  of  the  bill  last  mentioned,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays 
12,  as  follows: 

YxAS — MessTB.  Bsrbour,  Bany,  Camobel],  Chsccy 
Condit^  Fromentin,  Gaillsrd,  Laoock,  Macon,  Mason 
of  Yiiginis,  Morrow,  Rnggles,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Turner, 
WeUs,  WUliams,  and  Wilson. 
'  Nats — ^Mesns.  Daggett,  Goldsborougli,  Gore,  Hor- 
sey, Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire^  Roberts, 
Tait,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  and  Yamum. 
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Theqaestion  recarring,  '*  Shall  this  bill  pass?" 
it  was  iietermiDed  ia  the  affirmative — yeas  17, 
Days  14,  as  follows : 

TxAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Chace,  Gondii,  Fromentin,  Lacock,  Macon,  Mason  of 
Virginia,  Morrow,  Ragglss,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Torner, 
IVitUams,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Daggett,  Gaillard,  Ooldsborough, 
Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Roberts^  Tait,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Vamnm, 
and  Wells. 

So  it  was  Resolved.  That  this  bill  pass. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  regulate 
the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  reported  it 
with  amendments,  which  were  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
Crawford,  Frederic  it  Bates,  and  William  Gar- 
rard ;"  a  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  authorizing  the 
payment  of  a  sum  of  mooev  to  James  Levins;" 
a  bill,  entitled  **Anactfor  the  free  importation  of 
stereotype  plates,  and  to  encourage  toe  printing 
and  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  bv 
the  Sible  Societies  within  the  United  States;" 
a  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Alexander  Roxburgh :"  a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act 
providing  for  the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at  the 
British  fort  at  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  at  the  foot 
of  the  Rapids,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  a  bill| 
entitled  **An  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  tract 
of  land  at  the  lower  rapids  of  Sandusky  river;" 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  providing  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  among  the 
captors  of  the  Algerine  vessels  captured  and  re- 
stored  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers;"  a  bill, entitled  ''An 
act  to  alter  certain  parts  of  the  act  providing  for 
the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri ;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 


which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate.  They  concur  in  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  1816,"  except  that  which  proposes  to  insert 
a  new  section  to  the  bill,  to  which  they  disagree. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  last  mentioned,  disagreed  to  by 
the  House  of  Representatives.    Whereupon, 

Reeohoed^  That  they  recede  therefrom. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  *'An  act  to  increase  the  pension  of  Wil- 
liam Munday."    Whereupon, 

JResolvedf  That  they  disagree  thereto. 

Mr.  Lacock  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  making  further  appropriations  for  the 
year  1816 ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  nine  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  abolish  the  existing  duties  on  spirits  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States,  and  to  lay  other 
duties  in  lieu  of  those  at  present  imposed  on 
licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors,"  toge- 
ther with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee.  Mr.  Varnum  was  requested 
to  take  the  Chair. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  to  strike  out  of 
section  4,  line  7,  the  wordybiir,  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  <Aree, it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  9,  nays  20,  as  follows : 

TsAs — ^Messrs.  Bany,  Campbell,  Chace,  Ooldsbo- 
rough,  Macon,  Morrow,  Rngglos,  Talbot,  Williams. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Barbonr,  Brown,  Gondii,  Daggett, 
Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hnnler, 
King,  Lacock,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Roberts, 
Tait,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Turner,  V  amum.  Wells. 

The  bill  havin^^  been  amended,  the  Prebidbnt 
resumed  the  Chair,  aud  Mr.  Varnum  reported  it 
to  the  House,  accordingly.  And,  on  the  question. 
**  Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  as  amended?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territory 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  and 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee;  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  the  pRsaioBifT  reported  it  to  the  House, 
accordingly. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Qoldbbgrouob,  to  strike  out 
of  section  3,  Hues  4  and  5,  after  the  word  "  elec- 
tion," ''and  shall  have  paid  a  county  or  territo- 
rial tax,"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  9,  nays  13,  as  follows : 

TsAS— -Messrs.  Barry,  Chace,  Gaillard,  Goidsbo- 
rougfa,  Macon,  Talbot,  Turner,  Varnum,  Williams. 

Nats — ^Measrs.  Barbouri  Brown,  Campbell,  Condtt, 
Fromentin,  Honey,  Hunter,  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Morrow,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Tait,  and  Tichenor. 

The  amendments  having  been  concurred  in, 
on  the  question,  ^  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed?" it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 


Saturoat,  April  13. 

Mr.  Gore  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Upton  and  Thomas  Adams,  praying  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  payment  of  certain  bonds  given 
for  duties  on  the  goods  found  in  the  stores  at  Cas- 
tine,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  upon  the 
re-occupation  of  that  place  by  the  United  States, 
under  tfie  Treaty  of  Feace,  as  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National 
Currency. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  and  Abigail 
O'Fiyog,  and  Edmund  CFlyog,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 
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Mr.  Brown,  from  the  commiuee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^'Ad  act  aatborizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  lease  the  Sa- 
line, near  the  Wabash  river,  for  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding seven  years,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Wash- 
ington Bridge  Company,"  reported  it  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Flood,"  reported  it  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson,"  reported  it  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  a  com- 
pany of  the  20th  brigade  of  Virffioia  militia,  com- 
manded  by  Captain  Jonathan  Walmsley,"  report- 
ed it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  payment  for  the  county  court-house 
of  Hamilton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  reported  it 
with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of 
Clinton,  in  the  State  of  New  York,"  reported  it 
with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Dagobtt,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  widow  and  minor  children  of  Zacquill 
Morgan,  late  a  captain  in  the  United  States' 
Army,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Dagoett,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Jobcph  Wheaton,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  hill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrer,  William  Young. 
William  Moseley,  and  William  Leech,"  reportra 
it  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  ref<*rred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  Hamon,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Charles  Ross  and  Samuel  Breck, 
surviving  executors  of  John  Ross,  deceased,"  re- 
ported it  with  amendments,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Manassab  Miner,"  reported  it  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Paul  D.  Butler,"  reported  it  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read.  * 

Mr.  Dagqbtt,  from  the  same  committee,  to 


whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Epbraim  Shaler,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  William  and  Robert  Patterson,  of  Balti- 
more, were  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof. 

The  Prbbident  communicated  the  memorial 
of  Joseph  Noorse,  Register  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  praying  an  increase  of  compensa- 
tion, as  stated  in  the  memorial,  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  13th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton,"  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bilL  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect 
titles  on  certain  entries  and  locations  6t  lands 
therein  described,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill  making  further  appropriations  for  the 
year  1816.  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  ceruin  paru 
of  the  act 'providing  for  the  government  of  the 
Missouri  Territory,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and  Messrs. 
Morrow,  Ruggleb,  and  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 

iment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  James  Levins,"  was 
read  the  .second  time^  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
.  mittee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  among 
the  captors  of  the  Algerine  vessels  c;iptured  and 
restored  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last 
mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  Frederick  Bates,  and  William 
Qarrard,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the 
sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at  the  Lower  Kapids  of  • 
Sandusky  river,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the 
sale  of  a  tract  of  land  at  the  British  fort  at  the 
Miami  of  the  Lake,  at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel  Dick,  William  Bruce,  and  Asa  Kttchell," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Alexander  Roxburgh,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton,"  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 
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The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  l^ee  importa- 
tion of  stereotype  plates^  and  to  encourage  the 
printing  and  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  Scrip- 
tures by  the  Bible  Societies  within  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uniform 
National  Currency,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  enable  the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territory  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  and 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States," 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

Ruoived,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  a«t  to 
abolish  the  existing  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  to  lay  other  duties 
in  lieu  of  those  at  present  imposed  on  licenses  to 
distillers  of  spirituous  liquors,"  having  been  re- 

Eorted  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
ill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BaowN,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  issuing  of  a  grant  to  Major  General  Jackson 
for  a  tract  of  land;  and  the  bill  waa  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  authorizin|[  the  Comptrol- 
ler of  the  Treasury  to  cancel  certain  export  bonds 
executed  by  Caspar  C.  Schutte;"  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  confirming  the  titles  of  certain^urchas- 
ers  of  land  who  purchased  from  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Vineenoes  University,"  a  bill,  en- 
titled  ''An  act  for  thereiief  of  Thomas  H.  Boyle;*' 
a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Young 
King,  a  chief  of  the  Seneca  tribe  of  Indians;"  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  granting  to  Amos  Spafford 
the  right  of  pre-emption;"  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
rewarding  tbe  officers  and  crew  of  the  Constitu- 
tion for  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop  of  war 
Levant."  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning 
Pharaon  Farrow  and  others,"  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  children 
of  Charles  Dolph,  deceased;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  John  T.  Courtney  and  Samuel  Harrison,  or 
their  legal  repreeentatives;"  and  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Levaux  Trn- 
deau;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  providing  for  the  settlement  of  cer- 
tain accounts  against  the  Library  of  Congress, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  with  amendments,  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  ten  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 


together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee,  be  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolutioa 
directing  medals  to  be  struck,  and,  together  with 
the  thanks  of  Congress,  presented  to  Major  Qen- 
eral  Harrison  and  Governor  Shelby,  and  for  other 
purposes. — Mr.  Varnuii  was  requested  to  take 
the  Chair. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  to  amend  the  rea«> 
olution  by  striking  out  therefrom  ^  Ma|or  General 
William  Henry  Harrison,"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative-— yeas  13,  naya  11,  ^s  follows: 

Tkas — Messrs.  DanayGaillard,  Gere,  Hfmter,  King, 
Lacock,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Roberts,  Tait, 
Thompsen,  Tiehenor,  Tomer,  and  Vamnai. 

Nai«-— Messrs.  Baibonr,  Btny,  Condit,  Horsey, 
Macon,  Morrow,  Rnggles,  Talboi,  Wells,  WiUlaBS, 
and  Wilson. 

The  resolution  having  been  amended,  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Robbbts,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  ad- 
journ their  respective  Houses  on  the  22d  day  of 
April,  1816,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  the  far- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Saturday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  organizing  the  general  staff,  and  making 
further  provision  for  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,"  and  the  bill  having  been  amended  the 
PBBeiDEiTT  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly ; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  liquidation  of  certain  claims  and  for 
other  purposes,"  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and 
the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Pbesidert  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  to  concur  in  the 
first  amendment  proposed,  as  amended  as  follows : 

"  Section  1,  line  7,  after  '  casualty/  insert  *■  and  in 
all  cases  where  officers  or  agents  of  the  militia,  whe- 
ther in  the  line  or  stafl^  may  have  accounts  to  settle 
with  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  diffi- 
culties shall  larise  under  existing  laws  from  loss  of 
vouchers,  or  from  unavoidable  casualty." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  9,  nays 
18,  as  follows : 

YiAS — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Fromentin, 
Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Talbot,  and  Williams. 

Nats— Messn.  Camj^ll,  Chace,  Oondit,  Deggett» 
Dana,  Gaillaxd»  Gore,  Horsegr,  King,  Maoon,  Mason 
of  New  Hampriiire,  Roggles,  Sanford,  Tait,  Thompson, 
Tichenor,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

The  other  amendmenU  having  been  concurred 
in,  on  the  question  '<  Shall  the  amendmenta  be 
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engrot8ed,«Dd  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

DIRECT  TAX. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementar^r  to  the  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment^and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  bjr  laying 
a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  tojiro- 
vide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same,*^  to- 

S^ther  with  the  amendmeuts  reported  thereto  by 
e  select  committee;  and  the  amendments  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  the  following 
amendment  proposed.^>Add  to  the  end  of  the  bill 
the  following  eection  : 

"  8a€.  — .  Pranded  ahoayM  wtd  be  iifurtktr  enacted, 
That  the  eqaalisatioa  and  apportionment  of  the  direct 
tax  made  in  the  year  1815,  hj  the  board  of  principal 
asMseon  for  the  State  of  Delaware,  in  virtue  of  the  be- 
fore recited  act,  entitled  "An  act,  to  provide  additional 
xevennes  for  defraving  the  expenses  of  Government 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit  by  laying  a  direct 
tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  the  as- 
sessing and  collecting  the  same,*'  shall  not  be  in  force 
or  have  any  effect  as  it  relates  to  that  State's  quota  of 
the  direct  tax  imposed  by  the  act  of  Congress  passed 
the  fifth  day  of  March,  1816,  or  that  shall  be  imposed 
by  any  enbseqnent  act  of  Congress ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  board  of  prinoipal  assessors  again  to 
eoBvene  in  general  meeting,  on  the  — ^  day  of  — — 
next,  at  — ^-  in  the  said  State,  and  then  and  there 
diligently  and  carefolly  re-consider  and  re-examine  the 
several  lists  of  valuation  for  the  direct  tax  for  the  said 
Stale,  for  the  year  1814,  and  they  shall  have  power  to 
revise^  alter,  re-adjust,  and  equalise  the  several  lists  of 
valnation  aforesaid  for  the  counties  of  the  said  l^tate 
respectively,  by  adding  thereto  or  deducting  therefrom 
such  a  rale  per  centum  as  shall  render  the  valuation 
of  the  said  counties  relatively  equal,  according  to  the 
present  actual  readv-money  value  of  the  property  as- 
sessed and  contained  in  the  said  lists  of  valuation ;  and 
shall  thereupon  apportion  to  each  county  in  the  said 
State,  a  quota  of  me  tax,  bearing  the  same  proportion 
to  the  whole  direct  tax  imposed  on  the  State,  as  the 
aggregate  valuation  of  each  county  bears  to  the  aggre- 
gate valuation  of  the  State ;  and  die  valuation,  equal- 
isation, and  apportionment  so  made  by  the  board  of 
principal  assessors  aforesaid,  shall  be  in  full  foroe  and 
operation,  and  remain  unchanged,  subject  only  to  the 
esceptions  contained  in  the  first  section  of  this  act; 
and  the  said  board  of  principal  assessors  shall,  within 
twenty  days  after  their  meeting  as  heninbefore  directed, 
oomplete  the  said  revision,  equaliaaliont  and  apportion- 
ment, and  shall  record  the  same,  and  in  all  respects 
not  herein  otherwise  directed,  shall  conform  to  the 
provisions  contained  in  the  act  in  this  section  first- 
above  recited  :** 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  16, 
nays  6,  as  follows : 

YxAS— Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace, 
GaiUard,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Morrow,  Bug- 
gies, Sanford,  Talbot,  Thompson,  Wells,  and  Williams. 

Nats— Messrs.  Condtt,  Macon,  Mason  of  New 
Hampshire,  Roberts,  Turner,  and  Vainum. 

The  ameadmemts  having  been  ooacurred  in, 


OB  the  question  "  Shall  the  amendments  be  en.« 
grossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  ?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 


Monday,  April  15. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiiirrt 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  aet 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Tait^  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
waa  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Rufus  S.  Reed  and  Daniel  Dobbins,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Tait.  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  aet  for  tha  re* 
lief  of  Asher  Palmer,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re^ 
lief  of  John  Crosby  and  John  Crosby,  jr."  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re* 
lief  of  Taylor  and  McNeal,  Evan  and  McNeai, 
and  Henry  and  John  McLeister,"  reported  it  with- 
out  amendment. 

Mr.  Daoostt,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  re- 
lief of  certain  owners  of  goods  entered  at  Hamp- 
den, in  the  District  of  Maine,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Moaaow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  declaring 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Geiraral 
Assembly  of  Virginia  therein  named,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mobrow, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States  as  relates  to  roads  and  canals,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
18th  of  March,  instructing  them  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  laying  out  a  national  or  mili- 
tary road  from  the  town  of  Washington, in  Penn- 
sylvania, to  Sandusky  Bay ;  and  the  resolution 
of  the  let  instant  instructing  them  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizmg  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treastry  to  subscribe  fifty  thousand  dollars 
to  the  Great  Coastwi.<e  Canal  and  River  Naviga* 
tion  Company ;  and  also  the  memorial  of  the  Pre- 
sident and  Directors  of  the  Middlesex  Canal,  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  be  respectively  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defrajring  the  expenses  of  GoFern- 
ment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying 
a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same,"  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
and  the  blanks  were  filled. 

Remdvedt  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Repreeenutives  to  the  bill, 
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entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  settlemeDt  of 
eertaio  accounts  against  the  Library  of  Con^p^etis, 
and  for  establishing  the  salary  of  the  Librarian." 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  they  concur  therein,  and  that 
the  title  be  amended  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"  Congress,"  *^  for  extending  the  privilege  of  using 
the  books  therein." 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bili,  entitled  ^An  act  directing 
the  dischargeof  Ebenezer  Keeler  and  John  Francis 
from  imprisonment,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  bill  entitled  *^An  act  authorizing  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury  to  cancel  certain  export 
bonds  executed  by  Caspar  C.  Schnttie,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  ofYoung 
King,  a  chief  of  the  Seneca  tribe  of  Indians,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Aa  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  H.  Boyle,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Levaux  Trudeau,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  confirming  the  titles 
of  certain  purchasers  of  land  who  purchased  from 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Vincennes  Univer- 
sity," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  same  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  granting  to  Amos 
Spafford  the  right  of  pre-emption,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  T.  Courtney 
and  Samuel  Harrison,  or  their  legal  representa- 
tives/' was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  rewarding  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  Constitution  for  the  capture  of 
the  British  sloop-of-war  Levant,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last 
mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concermi%  Pharaoh 
Farrow  and  others,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill,  entiUed  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  and  children  of  Charles  Dolph,  deceased," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Daqobtt,  Sanfobd.  and  Gk)LD8B0B0U0H,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  RoBEBTB  presented  the  memorial  of  Rob- 
ert Wain  and  others,  merchants  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  Congress  to  except  from 
the  operation  of  the  new  tariff  certain  cotton 
goods  as  shall  be  imported  from  India  under  cer- 
tain circumstances,  as  stated  in  the  memorial ; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  GoBE  presented  the  petition  of  Levi  Tbax- 
ter  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Boston  and  its  ri- 
einity,  praying  that  the  importation  of  sheep's 


wool  may  be  free  of  duty,  for  reasons  stated  in 
the  petition ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  in  Common  Council  convened,  prayins 
Congress  to  repeal  the  present  duty  on  coal,  and 
leave  the  article  free  from  taxation  altogether,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the 
commissions  of  the  collectors  of  the  direct  tax 
and  internal  duties,  and  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force  "An  act  farther  to  provide  for  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imporu  and  tonnage,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
increase  the  compensations  now  allowed  by  law 
to  inspectors,  measurers^  weighers,  and  gao^rs, 
employed  in  the  collection  of  the  customs,"  re- 
portecl  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Campbbll,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  free  importation  of  stereotype  plates,  and  to 
encourage  the  printing  and  gratuitous  distribu- 
tion of  the  Scriptures  by  the  Bible  Societies 
within  the  United  States,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Committee 
on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Currency, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Harman 
Hendricks,  of  New  York,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof^  and  the  peti- 
tioner had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and 
papers. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth 
Hamilton ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  passed  the  90th  of  March,  1802,  to  reg- 
ulate trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes 
and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers;" a  bill,  en- 
titled "  An  act  providing  for  the  &ale  of  certain 
landft  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  formerly  set  apart  for 
refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia ;"  also  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  Sutes;"  and  a  "Resolu- 
tion to  indemnify  Jabez  Mowry  and  others :"  in 
which  bills  and  resolution  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  four  bills  and  resolution  last  brought  up 
for  concurrence  were  read,  and  severally  pasted 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of  Alexander  Roxburgh,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Talbot,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  passing  to  a  third  reading  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  liquidation  of  certain  claims,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  11,  nays  18,  as  follows: 

TxAS — ^Messn.  Bafboor,  Barry,  Chace,  Dana,  La- 
ooeky  Morrow,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Talbot,  Tomer,  and 
WilliaBtt. 

Natb— Mean.  Brown,  Campbell,  Condit,  Daggett, 
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Ckdliaidf  Gore,  Homj,  Hunter,  King*  Maoon,  Maeon 
of  New  Hampehire,  8anibrd,  Tait,  Thompaon,  Ticlie- 
nor,  Yamam,  Wells,  and  WUion. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Robebtb| 

ReBolvedy  That  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Stntes  of  the  11th  instant,  recom- 
mending  the  establishment  of  a  distinct  office 
within  the  Department  of  State,  to  be  charged 
with  the  bttsioess  connected  with  the  grant  of 
exclusive  rights  to  inventors  and  authors,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Roberts,  Macon,  and 
KiBG,  be  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  that  the  President  of  the  Senate 
and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be 
authorized  to  dose  this  session  by  the  adjourn- 
ment  of  their  respective  Houses,  on  Saturday  the 
20tb  day  of  April  instant;  in  wnich  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  CkMMaiitee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  ton* 
nage,"  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee  \  and  Mr.  Tab- 
NDM  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  following  pro- 
posed amendments,  to  wit: 

"Line  180,  strike  out  the  whole  line.  Line  181, 
strike  out  the  whole  line,  except  Maddra!^ 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmativc-*yeas  15, 
nays  14|  as  follows:  • 

YsAa—Messrs.  Baihour,  Chaos,  Daggett,  Fronen- 
tin,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
Kini^  Maaon  of  New  Hampahire,  6anloid»  Xicheaor, 
Vamnm,  and  Wells. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bany,  Biown,  Campbell,  Condit, 
Dana,  Maomit  Monow,  Robert^  Ruggles,  Talbot, 
Thompson*  Tamer,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

The  bill  having  been  amended,  on  mouon,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 

TDEBDAr,  April  16. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  oocomittee  appointed  on 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  *'An  act  confirming  the  titles  of  certain 
purchasers  of  land  who  purchased  from  the  Board 
of  Trustees  for  the  Vmoenncs  Univensity,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Baowii,  from  the  samecomnittae,  to  whom 
was  relaraed  the  hill,  entitled  "An  aet  \b  author- 
iae  the  sale  of  lands  forfeited  to  the  United  Stales 
in  the  district  of  Jefieraoaville,  at  the  land  office 
in  said  district,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  providing  for 
the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at  the  lower  rapids  of 
the  Sandusky  river,^'  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  same  eommittee,  to  whom 

was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  providing 

for  the  sale  of  the  trace  of  land  at  the  British  fort 
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at  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  at  the  foot  of  the  rap- 
ids,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Bbown,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  re- 
lief  of  Samuel  Dick,  William  Bruee,  and  Asn 
Kitchell,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  tor  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  H.  Boyle,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr* Brown,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  ^mating 
to  Amos  Spaffisrd  the  right  of  pre-emption,"  re- 
ported  it  without  aaacndmeat. 

Mr.BnowN,  from  the  same  committee. to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  lor  the  re- 
lief of  Charles  Levaux  Trudeau,"  reported  h 
with  an  amendment ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  ttie  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  tne  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  Crawford.  Frederick  Baice,  and 
William  Garrard,"  reportea  it  with  amendmeau  \ 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
Aiirs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
aet  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  John  T.  Courtney  and  Samuel  Haivison,  or 
their  legal  reprceentatives,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Tait.  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  rewardiag 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Constitution  for  the 
capture  of  the  sloop-of-war  Levant,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bilL  entitled  "An  act  concern- 
ing Pharaoh  Farrow,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing 
for  the  distribution  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars among  the  captors  of  the  Algetioe  vessels 
captused  and  restored  to  the  Dey  of  Algien,  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Tait.  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  veforred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  James  Levins," 
reported.it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Daqqbtt,  from  the  eommittee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  in- 
erease  the  salary  of  the  Register  of  the  Traaaury. 
and  to  allow  him  a  compensation  for  his  agency 
in  couniersigniag  and  issuing  Treasury  notes; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Daoobtt,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  widow  and  children  of  Charles  Dolph, 
deceased,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Babbodb,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affiifrs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Young  King,  a  chief  of 
the  Seneca  tribe  of  Indians,"  reported  it  without 
amendmenL 

Mr.  Daoobtt,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
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was  referred  the  bill  entitled  ^An  act  declaring 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  acts  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  aotborizing  the  City  Council  of 
Charleston  to  impose  and  collect  a  duty  on  the 
tonnage  of  vessels  from  foreign  ports,  and  to  acts 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  authorizing  the  imposi- 
tion and  collection  of  a  duty  on  tonnage  of  ves- 
sels in  the  ports  of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's,'' 
reported  it  with  an  amendment ;  which  was  read. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  grant  to 
Major  General  Andrew  Jackson  for  a  tract  of 
land,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  oy  Mr.  Wilbok, 

Remdvedt  That  the  resolution  requiring  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  compile  and  print  once  in 
•very  two  years^  a  register  of  all  officers  and 
agents,  civil,  military,  and  naval,  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Wilsok,  Macon,  and 
Sanfoad.  be  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  ihe 
act  passed  the  30th  of  March,  1802,  to  regulate 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribM.  and 
to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee. 
Messrs.  Moaaow,  Varndm,  and  Barat,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  resolution  to  indemnify  Jabez  Mowry,  and 
others,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
(he  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  gradual  in- 
crease of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  providing  for  the  sale 
of  certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio  formerlv  set 
apart  for  the  refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eli- 
zabeth Hamilton,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

A  message  froni  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  post  roads ;"  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  en- 
titled 'An  act  granting  oounties  in  lands  and  ex- 
tra pay  to  certain  Canadian  volunteers  i"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of  John  P.  Max- 
well and  Hugh  H.  Maxwell;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  regulating  the  currency  within  the  United 
States  of  the  gold  and  silver  coins  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns 
of  France,  and  five  franc  pieces;"  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  confirmation  of  certain  claims  to 
land  in  the  western  district  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  a  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  in 
the  Territories  of  Illinois  and  Blissouri ;"  also,  a 
bill,  entitled  *^An  act  fixing  the  conipensation  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  making  a  tempo- 


rary provision  for  the  clerks  employed  in  their 
offices ;"  in  which  bills  ^hey  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

They  have  passed  the  bill  which  originated  in 
the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  respecting  the  late 
officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop  of  war  Wasp," 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate ;  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Wilson,"  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate ;  also,  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  further  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  'An 
act  profiding  for  the  indemnification  of  certain 
claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory," with  amendments,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  seven  bills  last  brought  up  for  concur- 
rence were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prb8Iobnt  of  tbb  Unitbo  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Bmtoeniathee  of  ike  United  Skdee  .- 

1  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  m  convention  con- 
cluded between  the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee 
Indians,  on  the  second  day  of  March  last,  as  the  same 
has  been  duly  ratified  and  proclaimed.  And  I  recom- 
mend that  such  provision  be  made  by  Congress  as  the 
stipulations  therein  contained  may  require. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

ApaiL  16,  1816. 

The  Message  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  to  regulate  thtf  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage;" and  Mr.  VAnNDM  was  requested  to  take 
the  Chair. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  to  strike  out  of 
line  130,  ''forty-five,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  14,  nays  18,  as  follows: 

TiAS — Messrs.  Bsny,  Brown,  Caoipbell,  Chaoe, 
Condit,  Fromentin,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Hag- 
gles, Sanford,  Talbot,  Tichenw,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messn.  Barbour,  Daggett,  Dana,  CteOlard, 
Goldsborongh,  Gore,  Harper,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
Macon,  Meson  of  New  Hampehtre,  Tait,  Thompaon, 
Tamer,  Vsmum,  Wells,  and  Willisms. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Talbot,  to  insert  at  the  end 
of  line  140,  **  and  all  other  materials,"  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative — yeas  11,  nays  20,  as 
follows : 

YsAS— Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Chaoe,  Condit,  Fro- 
mentin, Lacod[»  Roberts,  Roggles,  Talbot,  Williams, 
and  Wilson. 

Nats— Meesn.  Baiboor,  Daggett,  Dana,  C^aillardp 
Ooldsborough,  Gore,  H«rper,  Hmaey,  Hunter,  King, 
BCscon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Morrow,  Sanleid, 
Tait,  Thompson,  Tiefaenor,  Tomer,.  Vamam,  and 
Wells. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

TIm  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Represenutifes  to  the 
bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rdward 
Wilson."    Whereupon, 

B0$ohedf  That  they  concur  therein. 
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The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameod- 
ments  to  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  respecting  the 
late  officers  and  ciew  of  the  sloop-of-war  Wasp." 
Whereupon, 

Re$olvedy  That  they  concur  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend* 
ments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
eotiiled  "An  act  further  supplementary  to  the  act 
entitled  An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification 
of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory."    Whereupon, 

Reiolvedf  That  thev  concur  therein. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,"  reported  it 
without  amendment.  He  also  made  a  report  on 
Ihe  subject ;  which  was  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  establish  post 
roads,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  13th  of  December,  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Duckworth  and  others. 


Wbdnb8dat,  April,  17. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Moses 
Turner ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel  Manac ;"  a  bilK  entitled  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  building  ot  three  light-houses,  viz : 
one  on  Race  Point,  one  on  Point  Ghimmon,  and 
one  on  the  island  of  Petite  Maoon,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts ;"  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  rebuilding  light-houses, 
and  for  completing  the  plan  of  lighting  them  ac- 
cording to  the  improvements  of  Winslow Lewis; 
for  placing  beacons  and  buoys;  for  preserving 
Little  Gull  Island ;  and  for  surveving  the  coast 
of  the  United  States;"  in  which  bills  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  four  bilb  last  brought  up  for  cooeurrence 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr«  Daka,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  to  indemnifv 
Jabcs  Mowrv  and  others,  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments, whicn  were  read. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  tor  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,"  reported  it  with  an  amendment, 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  Daqobtt,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Charles  Todd,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Dagoett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  B.  Farrish,"  reported  it  without 
amendment 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RoBBRT8,the  committee  to 


whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  James  Mil- 
nor,  in  behalf  of  the  American  Convention  for 
promoting  the  abolition  of  Slaverv  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  compen- 
sation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  making  a 
temporary  provision  for  the  clerks  employed  in 
their  offices,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon;  and  Messrs.  Williams,  Lacock, 
and  Macom,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  *An  act  supplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  granting  bounties  in  lands 
and  extra  pay  to  certain  Canadian  volunteers," 
was  read  the  second  time^  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  M^litarv  Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  cur- 
rency within  the  United  States  of  the  gold  coins 
of  Great  Britain,  France,  FortugaL  and  Spain, 
and  the  crowns  of  France,  and  five  franc  pieces," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National 
Currency. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of 
John  P.  Maxwell,  and  Hugh  H.  Maxwell,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  confirmation 
of  certain  claims  to  land  in  the  western  district  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana "  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last  men* 
tioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  a  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  in 
the  Territories  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  the 
20th  day  of  April  instant,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTa 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage." 
Mr.  Varmuii  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Babboub  moved  to  strike  out  of  line  thirty- 
one  "  five,"  and  on  his  motion,  it  was  agreed  to 
take  the  question  by  yeas  and  navs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Harpbr,  tbat  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  the 
first  day  of  August  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  3,  nays  27,  as  follows : 

Ybas — ^Messn.  Ooldsbonragh,  Harper,  and  Macon. 

Nats — Mswis.  Barbeur,  Bany,  Brown,  Campbell^ 
Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Dana,  riomentin,  Gailltrd, 
Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Rob- 
erts, Kngglas,  Sanibrd,  Talbot,  Tait,  Thompion,  Tich- 
enor,  Turner,  Varnom,  Wells,  and  Williams. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  by  Mr. 
Babboub,  to  strike  out  of  line  thirty-one,  ''  five," 
to  reduce  the  duty  on  woollen  manafBetBresfroai 
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twenty-fire  to  twenty  per  cent,  ad  ralorem.  it  was 
determined  in  the  native — yeas  9,  nays  20,  as 
follows : 

TsAS— Measn.  Barbour,  Campbell,  GaiUard,  Golds- 
borough,  Harper,  Macon,  Roberts,  Tait,  and  Turner. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bany,  Brown,  Ghace,  Gondii,  Dag- 
gett, Dana,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Mor- 
row, Raggks,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Thompson,  Tidienor, 
Tamum,  Wells,  and  Williams. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  to  strike  out  of 
line  thirty-six  and  thirtv-seren,  "  nineteen,"  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  " seventeen,*'  to  limit  the 
maximum  duty  on  woollen  manufactures  to  one, 
instead  of  three  ]rears,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  9,  nays  20,  as  follows : 

YxAs — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Caoapbell,  GatUard»  Golds- 
borough,  Macon,  Roberts,  Tait,  Turner,  and  Williams. 

Nits— Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Dag- 
gett, Dana,  Gore,  Harper,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  La- 
ooek.  Morrow,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Thompson, 
Tichenor,  Yamum,  and  Wells. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Macon,  to  strike  out  of  line 
one  hundred  and  forty-four  "  twenty,"  and  insert 
in  lieu  thereof  ^  twelve  and  a  half,"  with  a  view 
to  reduce  the  duty  on  salt  per  bushel  seven  and 
an  half  cents,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative- 
yeas  13|  nays  15,  as  follows : 

Ysis — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Dhis,  Fromentin, 
Goldsboiough,  Hunter,  Macon,  Roberts,  Tait,  Thomp- 
son, Tichenor,  Turner,  and  Ysmum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barry,  Campbell,  Chsce,  Condit, 
Daggett,  Gore,  Harper,  Horsey,  King,  Lacock,  Mor- 
row, Ruggles,  Sanford,  Wells,  and  WilUams. 


Thursday,  April  18. 

The  Prbsidbnt  communicated  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  G.  Bowen,  and  others,  messengers  in 
the  several  public  departments,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  compensation  as  ststeu  m  the  petition ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act 
fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives," dbc. 

Mr.  RuGQLEs  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Coffee,  junior,  and  others,  of  Belmont  county,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  a  post  oflSice  in  said 
countYj  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  petition  of 
John  Duckworth,  junior,  and  others. 

Mr.  Chace  presented  the  memorial  of  Willis 
Hall,  junior,  and  others,  praying  the  grant  of  a 
large  body  of  land  on  the  Illinois  river,  for  a  rea« 
sonablepecuniarv  consideration,  asan  inducement 
to  emigrate  to  tnat  country  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  barrier  to  thepresent  frontier  setilement 
against  the  hostile  saTaaes,  as  stated  in  the  me- 
iBOiial ;  whioh  was  read,  and  veferved  to  the  com- 
mi'ttee  on  the  memorial  of  tbe  Legislature  of  the 
Missisaippi  Territory. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  rebuildins  light-bouses  and  for  comple- 
lingthe  plan  of  iighttng  them  according  to  the 
improvemencs  of  WinsTow  Lewis;  for  plaoioff 
beaeoDB  and  buoys ;  for  preserviog  Little  Oafl 


Island ;  and  for  surreying  the  coast  of  the  United 
Stales,''  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  build- 
ing of  three  ligbt-haases,  viz :  one  en  Raoe  Point ; 
one  on  Point  Gkimmon ;  and  one  on  the  iskod  of 
Petite  Manon,  in  tbe  State  of  Massachusetts,"  was 
read  the  aeeond  time,  and  referred  to  the  Coao- 
mittee  on  Naval  Afbirs. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mosaa 
Turner,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee ;  and  Messrs.  Cbacb,  Dao- 
OETT,  and  Maooh,  were  appointed  tbe  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel Manac,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflhira. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  alter 
certain  parts  of  the  act  providing  for  the  govern- 
ment or  the  Territory  of  Missouri,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  tbe  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  passed  the  dOth  of  Maron, 
1802,  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  fron- 
tiers," reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  bill  to  increaae  the  salary  of  the  Begister 
of  the  Treasury,  and  to  allow  him  a  compeiisation 
for  his  agency  in  eounleraigniag  ano  issoing 
Treasury  notes,  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sak pord,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Rad- 
cltfT  and  others,  of  tbe  city  of  New  York,  were 
disckarged  from  the  further  consideratiott  tiiereof. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaeatatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  David 
Cofiin,  Samael  and  Willinm  Rodman,  and  Ssa- 
uel  Rodman,  jnn. ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  set  pro- 
viding for  cases  of  lost  military  land  warrants, 
and  discharges  for  faithful  services ;"  also  a  bifl, 
entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  owners,  officers, 
and  crew  of  the  privateer  Roger;"  in  which  bills 
they  request  the  eoncurveace  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repieaeatativcs 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pasaed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  astaUish  afamd  dialrict 
in  the  liliaois  Territorv^  aorth  of  the  dntrtet  of 
Kaskaskia,"  in  which  mil  they  request  tbe  oou- 
ourreace  of  the  Senate. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage*" 
Mr.  Varr UM  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair  ; 
and  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  the 
PRBeiDBRT  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Varnum 
reported  the  bill  accordingly. 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  the  amendment 
agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  wit : 

«<  line  180,  strike  out  the  whols  line." 

''Lhie  181,  strike  out  the  whole  fine  exeeptAGufeM." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative-* yeas  14, 
nays  16,  aa  foUows: 
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YsA«— MeMZi.  Barbour,  Brofim,  GailUrdy  Goldabo- 
rough,  Grore»  Hatper,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King^  Maaon  of 
Kew  Hampahire,  Sanford,  Tichenor,  Vamom,  and 
Wellf. 

Nats — Messrs,  Barry,  Campbell,  Chace,  Condit, 
Dana,  Lacock,  Macon,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Buggies, 
Talbot,  Tait,  Thompson,  Turner,  Williams,  and 
Wilson. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Kiivo,  to  amend  the  bill  so 
as  to  read,  *'  on  Madeira,  Bargandy,  Champaiffa, 
Rhenish,  and  Tokay,  one  dollar  per  gallon,'^  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmatiTe— yeas  20,  nays 
11,  as  follows: 

YiAs — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bany,  Brown,  Fromentin, 
Oaillard,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Harper,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Morrow,  Banford, 
Talbot,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Vamum,  and 
WeUs. 

Nats — ^Measrs.  Campbell,  Chace,  Condit,  Dona, 
Lacoek,  Macon,  Roberts,  Ragglee,  Turner,  WilMams, 
and  Wilson. 

On  mocion  of  Mr.  WiLaoM,  to  strike  out  of  line 
190,  "  forty^-five,"  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof. 
"  aizty,*'  to  increase  the  duty  on  iron  in  bars  and 
Mtfl^a  division  of  the  question  was  ealled  for  by 
Mr.  TflOMPsoN,  and  it  was  taken  on  striking  out, 
and  decerttiaed  in  the  negative-^yeas  14,  nays 
10,  as  follows: 

TsAS— Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace, 
Condit,  Laoodc,  Roberts,  Buggies,  Sanford,  Talbot, 
Tichenor,  Wells,  Williams,  and  Wikon. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baibour,  Dana,  Fromentin,  GaiOard, 
Ctoldsboroagh,  Gore,  Huper,  Heisey,  Hunter,  King, 
Maeoo,  Maaon  of  Neiw  Hampshiee,  Tail,  Thompson, 
Turner,  and  Vamum. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  out,  of  line  144,  the  doty  on  salt,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negatire—yeaa  14,  nays  17,  as 

fdlowa : 

TxAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Oaillard,  Goldsborough,  Hunter,  Maeon,  Tait,  Thomp* 
eon,  Tichenor,  Turner,  Vamum,  and  WiHiams. 

Nats— Measra.  Banr,  Campbell,  Chace,  Gondii, 
€kve^  Haiper,  Honey,  King,  Laeock»  Mason  of  New 
Hampshire,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanfad,  Tair 
«MiC  Wells,  and  Wilson. 


FainAY,  April  19. 

Mr.  WiLLiAua.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
waa  referred  the  biil,  emtitled  *'  An  act  fixing  the 
compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
Clerk  of  the  Honae  of  RepresetttatiTe&  and  ma- 
Itiog  a  temporary  provision  for  the  Clerks  eoa- 
ployed  in  their  omces,"  rq>orted  it  with  amend- 
men  to,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Cwnmittee  on  Naral  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *' An 
a«t  to  aathorize  the  biding  of  thjree  light- 
houses, Tiz :  one  en  Race  Pomt,  one  on  Point 
OammoU;  and  one  on  the  island  of  Petite  Manon, 
in  the  State  of  AAasaaehnsetu,"  reported  it  with- 
*otU  amendment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  making 
appropriations  for  rebuilding  iight-hoases,  and 
for  completing  the  plan  of  lighting  them  aeeoidp 


iag  to  the  improvements  of  Winelow  Lewis; 
for  placing  beacons  and  buoys ;  for  preserving 
LitUie  Qtul  blaiul ;  and  for  snrref  ing  the  coaat 
of  the  United  States^"  reported  it  without  ameadr 
ment. 

Mr.  Maaon,  o£  Virginiaf  snbmttted  the  foUow* 
ing  motiott  for  eonsimrntion : 

Remtkfedf  Thai  the  Secretarke  of  War  and  of  the 
Navy  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  eipedieney  of 
authoriiing  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Traasuiy  to  subsoibe 
fifty  thousand  dollars  to  the  Great  Coastwise  Canal  and 
River  Navigatioa  Company,  inooqioraled  by  die  Legis> 
lature  of  Virginia  for  the  purpoee  of  cQtting  a  osinal 
firom  the  port  of  Norfolk  throngk  the  eaatem  branch 
of  Eliiabeth  river  to  the  channel  of  Cuirituck  Soundf 
on  the  terms  and  conditions  proposed  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Diractoiv  of  the  said  Great  Coastwise  Canal 
and  River  Nawgation  Company,  end  that  the  said  See* 
retaxiea  be  also  directed  to  report  their  opinions  on  this 
subject  to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  ita  next 
session. 

The  four  bills  brought  up  yesterday  for  con- 
currence were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

On  motion  dv  Mr.  Robbrts,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Murray,  were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof,  and  the  memorialist  had  leave 
to  withdraw  his  memorial. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoose  have  passed 
a  bill)  eniitied  "  An  act  making  an  appropriation 
for  eiiclosiag  and  improving  the  public  square 
near  the  Capitol,  and  to  abolish  the  office  of  Com* 
nuaaioaeiB  af  the  Pobkie  ButldingS|  and  of  Super- 
intendent, and  for  the  anpaiatoMnt  of  one  Com.- 
missioner  for  the  Public  Buildings;"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  providing  an  additional com« 
nenaation  to  the  district  judge  of  the  southern 
district  of  New  York^^  a  biu,  entitled  '*  An  act 
10  enable  the  levy  court  of  the  county  of  Alexan- 
dria to  lay  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the 
expenee  of  ejecting  a  jail  and  eourt*hottse ;"  and 
also  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  aothorize  the  snr* 
vey  of  two  milUoBa  of  aocee  of  the  public  lands, 
in  lieu  of  that  qnaatity  heretofore  authorieed  to 
he  surveyed  in  the  Territorv  of  Michigan,  as 
military  oonnty  leads ;''  in  which  bills  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  to  regulate  the  duties  oa 
ioUMrts  and  tonnages" 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Ma0oii,  of  New  Hampshirei 
to  strike  out  of  line  50  the  word  "  five,"  it  was 
determined  in  tha  negative— yeas  12,  naya  15,  aa 
follows : 

YiAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Oaillard,  Goldaborough, 
Oore,  Macon,  Mason  of  Pfevr  Hampshire,  Mason  of 
Vlri^nia,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Turner,  and 
WiUiams. 

NAvs-^Meaars.  Bany,  Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Da- 
na, HorMrr,  Hunter,  King,  Laceck,  Mactow,  Roberts, 
Ruggles,  Talbot,  Vamum,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HASPfiR,  to  strike  ont  the 
following  proviso: 
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'<  Provided^  Thtt  all  cotton  dotlit,  or  dothi  of  which 
cotton  if  the  material  of  chief  ¥a!ue,  (excepting  nan- 
keene  imported  directly  fiom  China,)  the  original  coat 
of  which  at  the  place  whence  imported,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  twenty  per  cent.,  if  imported  from  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  or  from  placea  beyond  it,  and  often  per 
cent,  if  imported  from  any  other  place,  ahall  be  leea 
than  twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  shall,  with 
sadi  addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost 
twentT-five  cents  per  sanare  yard,  and  shall  be  charged 
with  duty  accordingly;'^ 

It  was  determioed  in  the  negAtire — yeas  10, 
nays  22,  as  follows : 

TsAS — MessTi.  Barbour,  GaiDard,  Goldsboroiigh, 
Gore,  Harper,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampehhe, 
Tait,  Tomer,  and  Williams. 

Nats — Meisrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Camnbell,  Chace, 
Condit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Horwy,  Hnnter,  King, 
Laoock,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Rnggles, 
Sanlbrd,  Talbot,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Vamnm,  Wells, 
and  Wilson. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Daka,  to  strike  out  the  fol- 
lowing section : 

«  8bc.  3.  And  be  Ufuriher  tnaded,  That  the  act 
passed  the  dd  day  of  March,  1816,  entitled  <  An  act 
to  repeal  so  much  of  the  scTeral  acts  imposing  duties 
on  the  tonnage  of  shi^  and  Tssseli^  and  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
8tate%  as  imposes  a  discriminating  duty  on  tonnage 
between  foreign  Tessels  and  Teasels  of  the  United 
States,  and  between  goods  imported  into  the  United 
States  in  foreign  Tessels  and  vessels  of  the  United 
States,'  shaU  apply  and  be  in  full  force  as  to  the  dis- 
criminating duties  estabUshed  by  this  act  on  the  ton- 
nage of  foreign  vessels,  and  the  goods>  wares,  and 
merchandise  therein  imported;" 

It  was  determioed  in  the  negative — yeas  14, 
nays  19/a8  follows : 

TxAS — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillaid, 
Gore,  Hnnter,  King,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Koberts,  Sanford,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  and 
Wells. 

Nats — Messn.  Barbour,  Barir,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Chace^  Condit,  Goldsborough,  Harper,  Horsey,  La- 
cock»  Mason  of  Virginia,  Monow,  RuggleB,  Talbot, 
Tait,  Turner,  Vamnm,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

On  the  question — "  Shall  the  amendments  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as 
amended?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive — yeas  25,  nays  7^  as  follows : 

Tkas — Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace, 
Condit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  HorMy,  Hun- 
ter, King,  Laoock,  Mascm  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Rob- 
erts, Ruggles,  Sanford,  Talbot,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tich- 
enor, Vamum,  Wells,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Har- 
per,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Turner. 


Saturday,  April  20. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Baown,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Willis  Hall, 
jonior,  and  others,  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Macon, 

Ruolved^  That  the  Secretaries  of  the  Depart- 
ments be  directed  to  report  jointly  to  the  Senate, 


in  the  first  week  of  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
a  plan  to  insure  the  annual  settlement  of  the  pub* 
lie  accoonls,  and  a  more  certain  accountability 
of  the  public  expenditure,  in  their  respective  de- 
partments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  19th  instant,  which  was  amend- 
ed, and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  of 
the  Navy  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  autborizinff  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  subscribe  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  the 
Great  Coastwise  Canal  and  River  Navigation 
Company,  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia,  for  the  jpurpose  of  cutting  a  canal  from 
the  port  of  Norfolk  through  the  eastern  branch 
of  Elizabeth  river  to  the  channel  of  Currituck 
Sound,  on  the  terms  and  conditions  proposed  by 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  said  Gkea( 
Coastwise  Canal  and  River  Navigation  Com- 
pany, and  that  the  said  Secretaries  be  also  di- 
rected to  report  their  opinions  on  this  subject  to 
Congress  at  the  commencement  of  its  next  ses- 
sion; and  also  to  report  their  opinions  of  the 
comparative  public  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  that  canal,  and  the  canu  through  the  Dis- 
mal Swamp,  mentioned  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  his  report  on  the  subject  of  roads 
and  canals,  made  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  March  3. 1807. 

Mr.  Babbodr,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitM 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Manae,"  report- 
ed it  without  amendment 

Mr.  WiL80K,from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  ^*  resolution  requiring  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  compile  and  print,  once  in  every  two 
years,  a  register  of  all  officers  and  agents,  civile 
military,  and  naval,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,''  reported  it  without  amendment 

Mr«  Wilson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish 
post  roads,"  reported  it  with  amendments,  which 
were  read. 

The  four  bills  brought  up  vesterday  for  conenr^ 
rence  were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  an  appro- 
priation for  enclosing  and  improving  the  public 
square  near  the  Capitol,  and  to  abolish  the  office 
of  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Buildings,  and 
of  Superintendent,  and  for  the  appointment  of 
one  Commissioner  for  the  Public  Buildings,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee ;  and  Messrs.  La- 
oock, Maoon,  and  Dagobtt,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  an  addi- 
tional compensation  to  the  district  judge  of  the 
southern  district  of  New  York,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  DAGonTT,  Sanpobd,  and  GoLnino- 
BOQOH,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An-  act  to  enable  the  levy 
court  of  the  county  of  Alexandria  to  lay  a  tax  for 
the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of  erecting 
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a  jail  and  eoart-bouiie,''  was  read  the  second 
time,  by  uoaDimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  aathorize  tbesor- 
rey  of  two  millions  of  acres  of  the  public  lands, 
in  lieu  of  that  quantity  heretofore  authorized  to 
be  surveyed,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  as 
military  bounty  lands,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Da- 
vid Coffin,  Samuel  and  William  Rodman,  and 
Samuel  Rodman,  junior,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  proTidins  for  cases 
of  lost  military  land  warrants,  and  discharges  for 
faithful  serrices,*'  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  establish  a  land 
dtatrict  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  north  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Kaskaskia,"  was  read  the  second  time 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  concerning  the  own- 
ers, officers,  and  crew  of  the  privateer  Roger," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  report- 
ed from  the  joint  committee,  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  adjourn  their  respective 
Houses  on  the  22d  day  of  April  instant ;  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first  Monday 
in  June  next. 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  Campbbll,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  the 
20th  day  of  April  instant,  was  postponed  until 
Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  for  organizing  the  general 
Stan,  and  making  further  provision  for  the  Army 
of  the  United  States." 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  the  following 
amendment,  agreed  to,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole :    Insert  as  2d  section, 

^Bt  UJurther  enaetedt  That  the  President  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint,  in  addition  to  the 
offiosn  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  already  anthoriied 
by  law,  two  Brigadier  Generals,  to  be  attached  to  that 
eoxps,  who  shall  receive  the  same  pay,  forage,  rations, 
and  other  emolaments,  as  the  officers  of  the  same  grade 
of  the  present  Military  Establishment ;" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  15, 
nays  16,  as  follows : 

VsAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Bany,  Brown,  Chace, 
Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Honter,  Lacoek,  Mason  of  Vir- 
ginia, Morrow,  Rnggles,  Talbot,  Tait,  Turner,  and 
Williams. 


Nats — Messrs.  Condit,  Daggett,  Ootdsbonrngfa, 
Gore,  Harper,  Horsey,  King,  Macon,  Mason  of  New 
Hampshire,  Roberts,  Saofbrd,  Thompson,  Tichenor, 
Yamum,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

The  other  amendment  having  been  concurred 
in,  on  the  question,  "  Shall  the  amendments  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed V^  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  direct- 
ing medals  to  be  struck,  and,  together  with  the 
thanks  of  Congress,  presented  to  Major  Gen- 
eral Harrison,  and  Uovernor  Shelby,  and  for 
other  purposes.  Mr.  Varnum  was  requested  to 
take  the  Chair ;  and  the  resolution  having  been 
amended,  the  Pbgbident  resumed  the  Chair,  and 
Mr.  Vabnum  reported  it  accordingly. 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  the  amendment 
agreed  to,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
strike  out  "  Major  General  William  Henry  Har- 
rison," it  was  determined  in  the  negative-^yeas 
13,  nays  14,  as  follows : 

YsAS— Messrs.  Campbell,  Daggett,  GaiUard,  Govs, 
King,  Laoock,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason 
of  Viiginia,  Roberts,  Tait,  Tiehenor,  Turner,  and 
Yamum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bany,  Chaee,  Condity 
Harper,  HorMy,  Macon,  Morrow,  Ruggles,  Sanfoidt 
Talbot,  Wells,  WiUiams,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HoasBT,  the  resolution  was 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, further  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Campbbll,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  regulat- 
ing the  currency,  within  the  United  States,  of 
the  gold  and  silver  coins  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of  France, 
and  five  franc  pieces,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act 
to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage." 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

Besolvedf  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
more  effectually  for  the  payment  of  specie  by  the 
several  banks  within  the  District  of  Columbia; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  further  consid* 
eration  thereof  w&s  postponed  until  the  first  Mon- 
dav  in  June  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comoiittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  erect  a 
light-house  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Fbomentin,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  the 
first  Monday  in  June  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratian  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Isaac  Briggs ;  and,  on  moiion  by  Mr.  Dagoett, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  the  first  Monday  in  June  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm,"  and  on  the 
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qoMlioD,  "  Sball  this  bill  be  read  a  tbird  Ubm?" 
it  was  datermioed  in  tbe  iicgatiiF«.  So  the  bill 
was  lost. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concern inff 
the  annual  sum  appropriated  for  arminjgp  and 
equipping  the  militia ;  and  on  the  question,  ^Shall 
this  bill  be  engcossed,  and  read  a  third  time?"  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
IVhole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 
4he  compensation  of  the  superintendents  of  the 
jnannfactories  of  arms  at  Springfield  and  Harper's 
Ferry ;  and  on  the  question,  ''Shall  this  bill  be 
^grossed,  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
th?e  appointment  of  a  surveyor  of  the  public  lands 
in  the  Territories  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,"  report- 
ed it  with  amendments,  which  were  read. 


Monday,  April  22. 

Mr*  Tait,  froaa  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  concerning  the  owners,  officers,  and  crew  of 
the  privateer  Roger,"  reported  it  without  aaeiid- 
ment. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the 
sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  formerly 
set  apart  for  refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a 
land  district  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  north  of  the 
district  of  Kaskaskia,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
<^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Blizabeth  Hamilton,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  jj^ranting 
bounties  in  lands  and  extra  pay  to  certain  Cana- 
dian volunteers,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
viding for  cases  of  lost  military  land  warrants  and 
discharges  for  faithful  services,"  reported  it  with| 
out  amendment. 

'  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratioi^  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Kidd ;"  and  on  the 
question,  "Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time?"  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative.  So  the  bill  was 
lost. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Edward  Hailowell;'"  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the 
superintendents  of  the  manufactories  of  arms  at 


Springfield  and  Harper's  Ferry,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  concerning  the  annual  sum  appropri- 
ated for  arming  and  equipping  the  militia,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  organizing  the  ffeneral  staJ^  and  making  far« 
ther  provbion  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States:" 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

On  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed?" it  waa  determined  in  the  affirmative-^yeas 
15,  nays  11,  as  follows: 

YsAS^Messffs.  Baibonr,  Barry,  Brown,  Condit, 
Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Laoock,  Mason  of  Vir* 
ginia.  Morrow,  Roberts,  Sanibrd,  Tait,  Tnmer,  and 
WUliams. 

Nats — ^Meaan.  Daggett,  Ooldaborougfa,  Hocsay, 
Kixkg,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Thompaon, 
Tichenor,  Vamam,  Welk,  and  Wilson. 

So  it  was  Remdvedf  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbole^  the  consideration  of  the  bill  ^  for  adjusting 
the  claims  to  land  and  establishing  a  land  office 
for  the  districts  of  lands  lying  test  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river  and  island  of  New  Orleans;"  and  the 
bill  having  been  amended,  the  PaESinBirr  report- 
ed it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  the  following 
amendment,  agreed  to  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  be  added  at  the  end  of  the  second 
section : 

**Promdid,  ahpa^i.  That  nothing  in  thia  act  con- 
tained ahall  be  oonstrned,  daamad,  or  taken»  to  afiad 
or  impair  the  light  or  righta  of  any  peiaen  or 
claunmg  any  of  the  lands  aforesaid ; ' 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  16, 
nays  9,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Barbour,  Condtt,  Dag^tt,  Dana, 
Gaillard,  Goldsboroogh,  Horsey,  IQng,  Mason  of  Nevr 
Hampahiie,  Roberts,  Sanford,  Tatt,  Thompson,  Tiche-^ 
nor.  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Fromentin,  Howall,  Macon, 
Mason  of  Virginia,  Mosrow,  Tomer,  Yamnm,  and 
Williams. 

The  bill  having  been  further  amended,  on  the 
question,  "Shall  this  bill  be  enmased,  and  read  a 
third'  time  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Daoobtt,  from  the  committee  to  whom, 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  enable 
the  levy  court  of  the  couotv  of  Alexandria  to  lay 
a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  deirayiog  the  eacj^se  of 
erecting  a  jail  and  court-hou^ei"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  DaoqstT;  from  the  same  committer  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  net  pro- 
viding an  additional  oompeosation  to  the  district 
judge  of  the  southern  district  of  New  York,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Barbour  communicated  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Virginia,  adopting 
the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  proposed  by  the  Legislature  of  North  Car- 
olina, for  dividing  each  State  into  districts  for  the 
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purpose  of  choosing  Representatires  ia  the  Cob- 
mss,  and  of  appoiotiDfif  Electors  of  President  and 
vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  resolatton  and  proposed  amend  ineDt  were 
read. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  com manieated  a  reso- 
lution iA  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia, 
rejecting  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of 
Cftte  United  States,  proposed  by  the  Legislatures 
of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts. 

The  resolution  and  proposed  amendments  were 
read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  certain  purchasers  of  public 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  increase  the  pensioM  of  invalids  in  certain 
cases,  for  the  relief  of  invalids  of  the  militia,  and 
for  the  appointment  of  pension  agents  in  those 
States  wnere  there  is  no  commissioner  of  loans ;" 
and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  1816,"  together  with  the  amendment  re- 

g)rted  thereto  by  the  select  committee.  Mr. 
ARRT  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair,  and  the 
amendment  having  been  disagreed  to,  the  Presi- 
OBNT  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Barst  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Barbour,  the  fiirther  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplemental  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  regu- 
httin^  and  defining  the  duties  of  the  judges  of  the 
Territory  of  Illinois,  and  for  vesting  in  the  courts 
of  the  Territory  of  Indiana  a  jurisdiction  is  cbaa* 
eery  cases,  arising  in  the  said  Territory  ;**  and  the 
bill  having  been  amended^  the  Prerihrnt  report- 
ed it  to  the  House  accordmgiy. 

On  the  question^  "Shall  the  amendments  be  eu* 
grossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  Rmend- 
ed  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  more 
convenient  arrangement  of  the  times  and  places 
of  holding  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States 
for  the  districts  of  South  Carolina  and  Qeorgta," 
and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Turner,  the  bill  last  men- 
tioned was  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  and  Abigail  O'Flyng, 
and  Edmund  O.  Flyng."  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  third  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 


entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  re* 
pairing  certain  roads  therein  described ;"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  surveying  and 
making  a  road  in  the  Territory  of  Illinois ;"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  aet  appropriating  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  for  the  purposes 
therein  mentioned ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  ao* 
thorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  monev  to 
John  Rodgers,  and  others ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  telief  of  Joseph  S.  Newell ;"  a  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the  pavment  of  a 
sum  of  money  to  Joseph  Stewart,  and  others :"  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  aet  authorizing  tne  judges  of  the 
circuit  court  for  the  District  of  Columbia  to  pre- 
pare a  code  of  jurisprudence  for  the  said  District ;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  allowing  pay  to  certain  per- 
sons made  prisonera  with  the  revenue  cutter  Sur- 
veyor;" a  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  concerning  pre- 
emption rights  ^ven  in*  the  purchase  of  lands  to 
certain  settlera  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  in 
the  Territories  of  Missouri  and  Illinois ;"  also,  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  aet  for  reducing  the  duties  on 
licenses  to  retailers  of  wine^  spirituous  liquon, 
and  foreign  merchandise  j"  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
have  paned  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  establishioff  a  port  of  delivery  at  the 
town  of  Bayoo  St.  John,'^  also,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  concerning  the  entry  of  vessels  at  the  port 
of  Middletown ;"  with  amendments,  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill  last  mentioned^ — Whereupon, 

Ri9(dvedj  That  they  concur  therein. 

The  ten  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coRsideratioo  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  further  provision  for  settling  claims 
to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Illinois,"  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee,  and  the  bill  bavinabeen  amended,  the 
Prrsidrnt  reported  it  to  the  House  accordiiwly ; 
and  the  amendments  having  been  concurred  in, 
on  the  question,  "  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time,  as  amend- 
ed 1^  it  was  datermtned  ia  the  affiroMUivew 

M^.  CAifPvatrL)  fkom  the  ooauaittee  to  whom 
waa  referred  thw  bill,  eatkled  "An  a^t  for  the  re- 
lief of  David  Cofio,  Samuel  and  William  Rod- 
man, and  Samuel  Rodman,  junior,''  reported  it 
with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Upton,  and  Thomas  Adams  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  settling 
the  compensation  of  the  commissioners,  clerk, 
and  translator  of  the  board  for  land  claims,  in  the 
western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now 
State  of  Louisiana;  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  the  Pbebidbnt  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly ;  and  on  the  question,  "  ShaU  this 
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bill  be  ensrossed  aod  read  a  third  time?''  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  sale  of  lots  owned  by  the  United  States  in 
the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  for  other  purposes  ; 
and  on  the  question,  '*  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Igoace  Cbalmet 
Delino.  deceased  i  and  on  the  question^  "  Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it 
was  determine  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  re- 
ported from  the  joint  committee,  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  certain  alterations  in 
the  mode  of  transacting  the  business  of  Congress ; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  further  consid* 
eration  thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first  Mon- 
day in  June  next. 

'  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  ooneerninff 
the  maritime  precincts  of  the  United  States ;  an{ 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther appropriations  for  the  year  1816;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr*  Daoobtt,  the  further  considera- 
tien  thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednoday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  lease  the  Saline, 
near  the  Wabash  river,  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
seven  years;"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Flood,"  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  se- 
lect committee ;  and  the  amendment  having  been 
disitfreed  to,  the  Pabsident  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House;  and  on  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill 
be  read  a  third  time  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  27,  nays  2.  as  follows : 

TsAS"-M«sBrs.  Barbour,  Bany,  Brown,  Chase,  Con- 
dit,  Daggett,  Fromantin,  Gaillara«  Goldsboroagh,  Gore, 
Haiper,  Honey,  Howell,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
shiie^  Mason  of  Virginia,  Morrow,  Rnggles,  Sanfora, 
Tait,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Tomer,  Vamam,  WeUs, 
Wiilisms,  and  Wilson. 

If  ATS — Messrs.  Macon  and  Roberts. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
some,  and  affree  to  other  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bUl,  entitled  "An  aot  supplementary  to 
the  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Government  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  same." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 


act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson,"  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee;  and  the  amendment  havinc 
been  a^eed  to,  the  President  reported  the  biU 
to  thellouse  accordingly  ;  and  on  the  question. 
"  Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended?"  it  was  determin* 
ed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Au 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Washington  Bridge  Company,"  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  se- 
lect committee ;  and  the  amendment  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  r resident  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly ;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall 
the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  as  amended  ?^'  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 


Tuesday,  April  23. 

Mr.  CflACE^  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Moses  Turner,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  appropriating  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  for  the 
purpose  therein  mentioned,"  was  read  the  second 
timCj  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affiiirs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  Joseph  Stewart  and 
others,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  allowing  pay  to  cer> 
tain  persons  made  prisoners  with  the  revenue 
cutter  Surveyor,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  S.  Newell,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  pre-emp- 
tion rights  given  in  the  purchase  of  lands  to  cer^ 
tain  settlers  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  in  the 
Territories  of  Missouri  and  Illinois,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
last  mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  repairing  certain  roads  therein  described,** 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
surveying  and  making  a  road  in  the  Territory  of 
Illinois,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  reducinjif  the 
duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  and  an  Uniform  National  Currency. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  Rodgers  and 
others,"  was  read  the  second  time,  aud  referred 
to  Mr.  Daoobtt,  Mr.  Samfoed,  and  Mr.  Qolds- 
BOBOUGB,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
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The  bill, entitled  "Ad  act  aathorizine  the  jadffefl 
of  the  eircait  eoart  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
to  prepare  a  code  of  jurisprudence  for  the  said 
District,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  iJnited  States  for 
the  year  1816." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock,  to  insert  at  the  end 
of  the  first  section,  "  For  building  and  completiDg 
yessels  of  war  on  the  Lakes,  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,'^  it  was  determined  in  the  negative 
— yeas  10,  nays  17,  as  follows : 

TiAS^-Messrs.  Barry,  Chace,  Lacock,  Mason  of  Vir- 
ginia, Morrow,  Roberts,  Buggies,  Tichenor,  Turnery 
and  Varnom. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Condit,  Daggett, 
Dana,  GaiUard,  Ooldsboroogfa,  Gore,  Horsey,  £ng» 
MaooQy  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Tait,  Thompaon, 
Welb,  Williams,  and  WUson. 

And  no  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  it 
passed  to  the  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a 
third  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  oassed. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  theaccotintsofezpendi- 
tures  on  the  building  now  occupied  by  Congress, 
showing  the  amount  of  the  cost  thereof  to  the 
proprietors. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  directing  the  discbarge  of  Moses  Lewis  from 
imprisonment.'' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Varni}!!,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  June  next,  it  was.  determined  in  the 
negative— yeas  12,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

T<  AS — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Bany,  Chaoe^  Condlt»  How- 
ell, Macon,  Mason  of  Vizgtnia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Tur- 
ner, Vamura,  and  Wilson. 

Nats— Mean.  Brown,  Daggett,  Gaillard,  (Joldsbo- 
rough,  Gore,  Harper,  Hors^,  IQng,  Lacock,  Mason  of 
New  Hampshire,  Buggies,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tichenor, 
Wells,  and  Williams. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ^An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Eistabiishment  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  year  1816." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  that  the  Senate 
agree  to  the  following  amendment: 

Section  1,  Ime  86,  after  ** dollars,"  insert  "For  de- 
fraying the  expenses  incurred  by  calling  out  the  militia 
during  the  war,  in  addition  to  the  sums  heretofore 
appropriated  by  law  to  that  object,  one  million  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars : 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  17, 
nays  16,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Banr,  Bibb,  Brown,  Con- 
dit, Fromentin,  Horsey,  Howell,  Lacock,  Macon,  Mason 
of  Virginia,  Roberts,  Tait,  Turner,  Weils,  Williams, 
and  Wilifon. 

Nats — Meanrs.  Campbell,  Chaee,  Daggett,  Dana, 
GaiUard,  Goldtboroogh,  Gore,  Harper,  King,  Mason  of 
New  Hampshire,  Morrow,  Buggies,  Sanfoid,  Thomp- 
son, Tichenor,  and  Varonm. 

On  the  question,  ''Shall  the  amendments  be 


engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time,  as 
amended?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  Government  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax 
upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assess- 
ing and  collecting  the  same.**    Whereupon, 

Received,  That  they  recede  therefrom. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Territor^Ti''  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled <An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Haliowell," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  <*An  act  to  increase  the  pen- 
sions of  invalids  in  certain  cases,  for  the  relief  of 
invalids  of  the  militia,  and  for  the  appointment 
of  pension  agents  in  those  States  where  there  is 
no  commissioner  of  loans,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  lease  the  Saline, 
near  the  Wabash  river,  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
seven  years,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Flood,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  adjusting  claims  to  land  and  es- 
tablishing a  land  office  for  the  districts  of  lands 
lying  east  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  Island  of 
New  Orleans,  was  read  a  tnird  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  lots  owned  by 
the  United  States,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  for  settling  the  compensation  of  the 
commissioners,  clerk,  and  translator  of  the  board 
for  land  claims  in  the  western  district  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  now  State  of  Louisiana, 
having  been  reported  bv  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Ignace  Chalmet  Delino, 
deceased,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
supplemental  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  regulat- 
ing and  defininjf  the  duties  of  the  judges  of  the 
Territory  of  Illinois,  and  for  vesting  in  the  courto 
of  the  Territory  of  Indiana,  a  jurisdiction  in 
chancery  eases,  arising  in  the  said  Territory," 
having  been  reported  bv  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Reeolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  ^An  act 
making  further  provision  for  settling  claims  to 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Illinois,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

BeBolvedy  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  **An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  President  and  Directors  of 
the  Washington  Bridge  Company,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bin  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 
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Besdvedj  That  tbis  bill  pass  with  ao  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendmeDt  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson,"  harlng  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Remdtedi  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  a  company  of  the  twentieth 
brigade  of  Vimnia  militia,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Jonathan  Walmsley."  Mr.  Vaenum  was  re- 
quested to  take  the  Chair;  and  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed,  the  President  resumed 
the  Chair,  and  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Lacook.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  an  ap* 
propriation  for  enclosing  and  improving  the  pub- 
lic square  near  the  Capitol,  and  to  aoolish  the 
office  of  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Buildings, 
and  of  Superintendent,  and  for  the  appointment 
of  one  Commissioner  of  the  Pablic  Buildings," 
reported  it  with  amendments,  which  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  biU,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  supervisors  of  the  county 
of  Clinton,  in  the  State  or  New  York,"  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee,  and  the  amendment  having 
been  asreed  to,  the  Presideut  reported  the  biQ 
to  the  House  aceordinglys  and  on  the  qcieBtion« 
"  Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed,  aad  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  as  amended?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill»  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  payment  for  the  eourt*hoose 
of  Hamilton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee;  and  the  amendment  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  PRfisiDENT  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly;  aad  on  the  question,  "  Shall 
tke  amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  aa  amended?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Brown>  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  con- 
firmation of  certain  claims  to  land  in  the  western 
disjrict  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  reported  it 
with  amendments,  which  were  read. 


Wednesday,  April  ^ 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  memo- 
rial of  William  Gambiei  and  the  report  was 
read. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wan 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  pre- 
emption righu  ^iven  in  the  purchase  of  lands  to 
certain  settlers  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  in 
the  Territories  of  Missouri  and  Illinois,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Brown«  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 


referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  S.  Newell,"  reported  it  without  amend* 
ment. 

Mr.  Daooett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  Rodgers 
and  others,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  author- 
ize the  surveying  and  making  a  road  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Illinois,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  ap- 
propriation for  repairing  certain  roads  therein 
described,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Barbodr,  from  the  Committee  oa  Military 
Affiors,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  payment  of  the  miUtia  therein 
mentioned,"  reported  it  witboat  aoftendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  biU  making  fur- 
ther appropriations  for  the  year  1816;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Friday  nexL 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  minor  child- 
ren of  Zacquill  Mornn,  late  a  captain  in  the 
United  States  Army,''  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Daooett.  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  the  first  Monday  ia  July  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheaton,"  and  it 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Barbodr  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Raolved,  by  the  Senate  and  Haute  of  RepreHn" 
toHoei  of  the  UtiiUd  SUUet  ^  America  m  Congree* 
auemhkiy  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statea 
be,  and  he  is  herebjt  autherizad  to  employ,  in  addition 
to  the  corps  of  engineers  as  now  establiuied^  a  skilfnl 
assistant,  whose  compensation  shall  not  exceed  the 
pay,  forage,  rations,  and  other  emolumenU  of  Brigadier 
General. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Hamon,"  and  it 
passed  to  a  third  rending. 

The  Senate  resumei^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrer,  WilUam 
Youagi  William  Moaeley,  and  William  Leeahi" 
together  with  the  amendment  r^orted  thereto  by 
the  select  committee ;  and  the  amendment  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
Hoose  accordioffly;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall 
the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  as  amended  ?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  the  consideration  of  thje  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Mnnaasah  Miner,"  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  se- 
lect committee ;  and  the  bill  having  been  amend- 
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«d,  tbe  pREBTDBNT  reported  it  to  the  Hoose 
RccordiDgly;  sad  on  the  question,  ''Shall  the 
ameDdmcDt  be  eoflrrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  7"  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
matire. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  Carles  Ross  and  Samuel 
Breck.  surviving  executors  of  John  Ross,  de- 
ceased," together  with  the  amendments  reported 
tliereto  by  tbe  select  eemiBttice;  and  the  amend- 
meots  having  ^beea  ngveed  to,  the  Pbcmobrt  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  Hvuie  accordkigly ;  amd  on 
the  question,  "  Shall  tbe  amendments  Se  engrossed, 
and  the  bfll  read  a  third  time  as  amended  V^  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Bphraim  Shaler." 

On  motion,  bjr  Mr.  Barbour,  to  strike  out  the 
whole  of  the  bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following : 

<'That  in  all  caaes  daring  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  where  difficulties  may  arise  ii\  settling  the 
claims  of  officers  and  soldiers,  (rf  the  regular  anny,  and 
the  militia,  on  account  of  death,  captivity,  loss  of  papers 
bv  Uie  deaCmction  of  the  enemy,  or  any  other  unavoid- 
able eaanalty,  the  proper  offioera  of  tlie  War  Depart- 
menty  under  the  sapeivinoa  of  the  Secntary  of  War, 
shaU  be  autheriasd  to  settle  said  aeooonts,  up<m  prin- 
c^Ies  of  equity  by  vesdvting  lo  the  affidavits  of  the 
partias  and  ottBona,  or  other  eiranmstances  entitled  to 
credit,  eogoboratiog  or  oentravening  the  joatioe  of 
such  claiflM :  FtoMtd  uhoavBt  Tint  the  authoaty 
albresaid  shall  only  be  exercised  in  those  cases  where  the 
loss  of  papers  or  deficienq^  of  vouchers,  or  evidence, 
shall  be  proved,  to  the  sati&ction  of  the  proper  depart- 
mentf,  to  have  arisen  from  death*  capture,  or  destruc- 
tion of  the  enemy/ or  anv  other  unavoidable  casualty, 
as  aforesaid :  And  proviacd  ako,  That  such  proof  he 
exhibited  within  two  years  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  act :  Andjprovided  cJiOt  That  the  party's  own 
oath  shsn  not  of  itsdf  be  deemed  sufficient  proof  of  the 
loss  of  papers ;  but  may  be  received,  and  shall  in  all 
cases  be  requited  in  connexion  with  other  proof  or  cir> 
cumstanoes." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  12, 
nays  14,  as  follows: 

Ybas  Messrs^  Barbour,  Bany,  Chace,  Fromeatin, 
Howell,  Lacock,  Mason  of  Yirginia,  Morrow,  Roberts, 
Buggies,  Turner,  and  Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Condit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Oaillard, 
€k>IdiAx>ro^|h,  Gere,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  8an- 
^wd,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tidienor,  Varaum,  Wells,  and 
Wilson. 

And  no  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  for  therelief  of  Paul  D.  Butler,''  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee ;  and,  the  amendment  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
accordingly;  and  on  the  question.  ''Shall  the 
amendment  be  en£ro88ed,-and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  f*  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 


Tha  Senate  reaumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  considemtion  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  directittflr  the  dischar|[e  of  Etenezer  Keeler 
and  John  Fimneis,  from  imprtsoam^t,"  and  it 
passed  to  a  third  readinff. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  requir- 
ing the  Secretary  of  State  to  compile  and  print, 
once  in  every  two  yeara,  a  reciater  of  alt  omeen 
and  affents,etvii,  military  and  naval,  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  dmctiiig  the  disebai^ 
of  Moae^  Lewis  from  imprisomnent,"  was  read  a 
third  tiaie. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  a 
eooipany  of  tbe  SOth  brigade  of  Virginia  mtiiula, 
commanded  by  CapHain  Jonathan  Walmsley," 
was  read  a  third  tine ;  and  on  the  question,  "Shall 
this  bill  pass?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive-yeas 23,  nays  5,  as  follows: 

Y»Ae— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Ohace,  Condit, 
Daggett,  Gaiflard,  Harper,  Horssy,  Howell,  Laoeek, 
Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Virginia , 
Monow,  Boberts,  Bogglse,  tiaatfoid,  Tait,  Tboaipson, 
WeQs,  WiUiama,  andWilaon. 

Nats  Messrs.  Geldsberaagh,Oere,Ttehenor,  Tur- 
ner, and  Vamom* 

So  it  was  Beaohid,  That  this  bill  pass. 

The  ameodaaent  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
Bioking  fttvther  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Establislnaent  for  the  year  1816." 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  tbe  bill  was  read  a  third  tinae  as 
amended. 

Bmfh§d,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  aaaeod* 
ment. 

The  aawndmeat  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
authorizing  the  payoMat  for  the  county  court- 
house df  Hamilton,  in  the  Stale  of  Ohio,"  having 
been  reported  by  the  committee  ooiveotly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

ilstomd,  That  this  bUl  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

Tbe  bUl  entklad  "Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
supervisors  of  the  eounty  of  CKnton,  in  theBtate 
of  New  Yoik,"  baring  been  reported  by  the  com- 
nuttee  correctly  cngroasad,  toe  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  as  amendled. 

BeBohedf  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  Semite  resQiaed,a8  in  Commhtee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  eoosidaradoaoftbe  bill,eatiiied  "An 
ootto  ioerease  tbe  oooipenBatkiQs  «ow  allowed 
by  kw  to  inipeetarai  maaaarers.  weigbcrs,  «ad 
gangers,  eoapkiyed  in  the  coUeotion  of  the  eus- 
tofos,"  and  it  paosed  coa  tbtad  reading. 

The  ikttate  naakiied,«s  ia  Comnaittee  «f  the 
Whole,  tbe  eoastdeivtioa  of  the  bill,  entHied  ''An 
act  ^r  the  Iree  importation  of  stereotype  plates, 
and  to  encourage  the  printing  and  gratuitous  dis- 
trihtttson  of  the  Seriptures  by  the  HiUe  Societies 
withtu  tbe  United  Stales,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  4a  Committee  of  the 
Wbole,4b«eensidaratioaortbehUi,oatitlad  "An 
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act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Aiezander  Rox- 1 
burgb,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  readiog. 

Mr.  Laoock,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  **Ao  act  continoiog  the 
salaries  of  certain  officers  of  Qovernment,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  concerning  inraiid  pen* 
sioners ;"  a  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  &r  the  relief  of 
Gkorge  T.  Ross,  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  and  the 
officers  and  men  lately  under  their  command ;" 
also,  a  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  further  obserrfllioa  to  be 
made,  with  a  view  of  asceruinin^  the  loii|ritude  of 
the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of  Washmgton ;  in  which 
bills  and  resolution  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate.  They  have  agveed  to  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Washioff- 
ton  Bridge  Company,"  with  an  amendment,  m 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
They  have  disagreed  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  supplemental 
to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  and  defining 
the  duties  of  the  judges  of  the  Territory  of  Illi- 
nois, and  for  vesting  in  the  courts  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Indiana,  a  jurisdiction  in  chancery  cases 
arising  In  the  said  Territory." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments, disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  the  bill  last  mentioned.    Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  they  recede  therefrom. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Wash- 
ington Bridge  Company."    Whereupon, 

Beeolved,  That  they  concur  therein. 

The  two  bills  and  resolution  last  brought  up 
for  concurrence  were  read,  and  severally  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  adjourn  their  re- 
spective Houses  on  the  20th  day  of  April  instant, 
and  the  resolution  havioff  been  amended  by  strik- 
ing out  ^  20th,"  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Barboub,  to 
fill  the  blank  with  ""  27,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmatiTe— yeas  16,  nays  16,  as  follows : 

YsA*— Messrs.  Barboar,  Bttj,  Dsggett,  Goldsbor- 
ough,  Harper,  Horsey,  Howell,  Mason  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Mason  of  Viiginia,  Roberts,  Rugglss,  Sanfoid, 
Thompson,  Tichanor,  Wells,  and  Wi]«»n. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Dana,  Fro- 
mentin,  Gaillard,  Gore,  King,  Laoock,  Macon,  Mor- 
row, Tait,  Turner,  Vamum,  and  WUliams. 

The  resolution  having  been  amended,  the 
Prrsioent  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly; 
and  on  the  question  to  concur  in  the  amendment 
agreed  to  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  filling 
the  blank  with  ''27,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
ncttative— yeas  15.  nays  16,  as  follows: 

Y«Aa— McMis.  Birbour,  Bany,  Deggett,  Golds- 


boroQgh,  Hors^,  Howell,  Mason  of  New  Hsmpshirs, 
Mason  of  Virginia,  Roberts,  Ragglas,  Sanfoid,  Thomp* 
son,  Tichenor,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Campbell,  Chace,  Gondii, 
Dana*  Fromentin,  GaUlaid,  Gore^  King,  Laooek,  Ma- 
con, Morrow,  Tait,  Turner,  Vamum,  and  Williams. 

On  motion,  to  strike  out  ^*  Saturday,  the  — 
day  of  April,  instant,"  and  insert  ^  WednesdaY, 
the  first  day  of  May  next,"  it  was  determined  in 
the  afiirmative— yeas  16,  nays  15,  as  follows : 

YsAs — ^Messrs.  Barry,  Campbell,  Condit,  Dana, 
Fromentiai  Goldsborongh,  Goie^  King,  Laoock,  Ma- 
son of  Vifgiiiia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Rubies,  Tait,  Var^ 
nom,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baibour,  Biown,  Chace,  Daggett, 
Gaillard,  Horsey,  Howell,  Macon,  Mason  of  New 
Hampshire,  Sanford,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Tomer, 
Williams,  and  Wilson. 

On  the  question,  '^  Shall  the  amendment  be 
engrossed,  and  the  resolution  read  a  third  lime  as 
amended  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  Joseph  Stewart,  and  others,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  &x  the  commissions  of  the  collectors  of  the 
direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  and  to  revire  and 
continue  in  force  ''An  act  further  to  provide  for 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  ano  tonnage." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire, 
to  strike  out  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  as  fol- 
lows: 

8x0.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  act  en- 
titled ''An  act  ftirther  to  proTide  for  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,*'  passed  on  the  third 
day  of  March,  1816,  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  re- 
vived and  made  of  force :  Provided  however^  That 
nothing  in  the  eighth  section  thereof  shsll  be  construed 
to  afiect  the  duration  of  the  act  so  revived,  but  the 
said  act  shall  be  of  force  without  limitation  as  to  time. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  8, 
nays  12,  as  follows : 

YsAi^Messrs.  Dsggett,  Gaillard,  Goldsborongh, 
Gore,  Parper,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshireb  and 
Thompaoo. 

Nats— Messrs.  Campbell,  Chace,  Gondii,  Howell, 
Mason  of  Viiginia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Tait, 
Turner  Vamum,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Harpea,  the  bill  baring 
been  amended,  tne  Prbsideiit  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly;  and  on  the  question,  '*  Shall 
the  amendmenu  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  as  amended?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones," 
and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Rufus  S.  Reed  and  Daniel 
Dobbina,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed)  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''Ao 
act  for  the  relief  of  Asher  Palmer,"  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  Crosbf  and  John  Cros- 
bjroQOior/'  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Taylor  and  McNeal,  and 
Henry  and  John  McLeister,"  and  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  certain  owners  of  goods  en- 
tered at  Hampden,  in  the  District  of  Maine." 
Mr.  VABN17M  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair, 
and  no  amendment  baring  been  agreed  to,  the 
PafiaiDENT  resumed  the  Chair,  and  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House ;  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ** An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act  granting  bounties  in 
lands  and  extra  pay  to  certain  Canadian  volun* 
teers,"  and  it  passed  to  the  third  reining. 

On  motion,  the  bill  last  mentionea  was  read  a 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An 
act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  therein  named," 
and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  confirming  the  titles  of  certain  purchasers  of 
land,  who  purchased  from  the  Board  of  Trustees 
for  the  Vtncennes  University,"  and  it  passed  to 
a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  lands  forfeited  to  the 
United  States,  in  the  district  of  Jefferson vi lie,  at 
the  land  office  in  said  district,"  and  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at 
the  British  fort,  at  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  at 
the  foot  of  the  Rapids,  and  for  other  purposes," 
and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  prdriding  for  the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at 
the  lower  rapids  of  the  Sandusky  rirer,"  and  it 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Dick,  William  Bruce, 
and  Asa  Kitchell,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  read^ 
inff. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Boyle,"  and  it 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  granting  to  Amos  Spafford  the  right  of  pre- 
enoption,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Leraux  Trudeau," 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee  ;  and  the  amendment  baT« 
ing  been  agreed  to,  the  Frbsident  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, "  Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  read  a  third  time,  as  amended  ?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Crawford,  Frederick 
Bates,  and  William  Garrard,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee; and  the  amendments  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  pRsaiDBNT  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
accordingly ;  and  on  the  question.  ^  Shall  the 
amendments  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  as  amended  ?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ''An 
act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  to  John 
T.  Courtney  and  Samuel  Harrison,  or  their  legal 
representatives,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  rewarding  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Con- 
stitution for  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop-of- 
war  Levant ;"  and  on  the  <iuestion,  "  Shall  the 
bill  be  read  a  third  time  ?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative-^yeas  19,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Bany,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chaoe, 
Condit,  Daggett,  Gaillaid,  Ooldsboroughi  Gore,  Har- 
per, Howell,  Lacock,  Rngglas,  Sanford,  Tait,  Thomp- 
son, Tichanor,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Bibb,  Macon,  Mason  of 
Virginia,  Tnmer,  and  Vamnm. 

Mr.  Campbbll,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  reducing 
the  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirit- 
uous liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  Pharaoh  Farrow  and  others ;"  and 
it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  rn  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  James  Levings;"  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for   the  relief  of  the  widow  and  children 
of  Charles  Dolph;"  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Young  King,  a  chief  of  the 
Seneca  tribe  of  Indians;"  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 
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The  Senate  resiuned,  as  in  Conmiuee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coasideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  providing  for  the  distribution  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  among  the  captors  of  the  Aige- 
riae  vessels,  captured  and  restored  to  the  Dey  of 
Akners ;"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  issuiM  of  a  gtant  to  Major  Gteoeral  Andrew 
Jackson  for  a  tract  of  land*  Mr.  Varmuii  was 
requested  to  take  the  Chair. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Laoocx,  that  the  farther 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  first 
Mondaf  in  July  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  17,  nays  12,  as  foUowe: 

Yeas— -Messis.  Bany,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gailsid, 
Goldsboioagh,  Qoie,  King,  Lacoek,  Macon,  Mason  of 
New  Hampehirs,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Baggies,  Themp* 
son,  Tomer,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barboor,  Brown,  Campbell,  Chaoe* 
Coodity  Fromentin,  Harper,  Howell,  Mason  of  Vir- 
ginia, Sanfordy  Ta^  and  Vamnn. 


Tbursdat,  April  25. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  appropriating  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars,  for  the  purpose  therein  men- 
tioned ;"  reported  it  without  amendmeiu,  and 
the  bUl  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^nd  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  allowing 
pay  to  certain  persons  made  prisoners  with  the 
revenue  cutter  Survevor,''  reported  it  without 
amendment;  and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  John  Ste- 
vens, of  New  Jersey,  were  disehafged  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  EoaoLCs,  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
FariSyWere  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  employment  of 
a  skilful  assistant,  in  addition  to  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers, was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  having  been 
amended,  the  Paesident  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly;  and  on  the  question,  ^^ Shall  this 
resolution  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?" 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  "  Resolution  requesting  the  President  of' 
the  United  States  to  cause  further  observations  to 
be  made,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  longi- 
tude of  the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of  Washington," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  entitled  ^*  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
George  T.  Ross,  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  and  the 
officers  and  men  lately  under  their  command," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Comipittee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill  entitled  **Anact  concerning  invalid 


petisioAefs,"  was  read  the  second  time,  aad  reto* 
red  to  a  select  committee ;  and  Messrs.  LacocKi 
MoBROW.  and  Varndm,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  petition  of  Titus  Y. 
Sliter  and  others,  praying  pensions,  as  stated  in 
the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  last  mentioned. 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  ia  Coounittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  thehill,  entitled  "  Aa 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Terri* 
tory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  .govern^ 
ment,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States." 

On  notion,  by  Mr.  Bahboub,  the  lurther  con* 
sideratien  thereof  was  postponed  until  the  fiiai 
Monday  in  July  next. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relid  of  Ja* 
seph  Wheaton,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed* 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  WU- 
Itam  Hamon,"  was  read  a  taird  time,  and  passed. 

The  hill  entitled  ""  An  act  for  the  relief  af 
Ephraim  Shaler,"  was  read  a  third  tine,  aad 
paissed. 

The  bill  entitled  <*  An  aot  directing  the  dis- 
cheque  of  Sbenexer  Kc^er  and  John  Francis 
from  imprisonment,''  was  read  a  third  time,  aad 
passed. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  now  al^ 
lowed  by  law  to  inspectors,  measurers,  weigherai 
and  gaugers,  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
customs,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  P^Bsed. 

The  bill  entitled  ^'An  aot  for  the  free  importa- 
tion of  stereotype  plates,  and  to  eacoarage  the 
printing  and  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  Scrip- 
tures bj  the  Bible  Societies  within  the  United 
States,'' was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
YocuDg  King,  a  ohief  of  the  Seneca  tribe  of  In- 
dians,'' was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  and  children  of  Charles  Dolph,  deceased," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  James  Levins,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  one  hundred  thousand  doUars  among 
the  captors  of  the  Algerine  vessels,  captured  ana 
restored  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  pasaed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  concerning  Pharaoh 
Farrow,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  '*An  act  rewarding  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  Constitution  for  the  capture 
of  the  British  aleop-of-war  Levant,"  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  eniitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  pay* 
ment  of  a  sum  to  John  T.  Courtney  and  Sam- 
uel Harrison,  or  their  legal  representatives,"  was 
read  a  third  timcu  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  granting  to  Amos 
S^iffi^rd  the  right  of  pre-emption,"  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
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oel  Dick,  William  Brace,  and  Asa  Kiccbell,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  eatitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thos. 
H.  Boyle,"  was  read  a  ibird  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  eatitled  '^Aa  act  proTidiogfdrthe  sale 
of  tbe  tiaet  of  iaad  at  the  lower  lapids  of  Saa- 
dusky  river,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  eatitled  '^Aa  act  providing  for  the  sale 
of  the  tract  of  land  at  the  British  fort,  at  the 
Miami  of  the  Lake,  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  sale 
of  lands  forfeited  to  the  United  States,  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Jeffersonville.  at  the  land  omce  in  said 
district,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  confirming  the  titles 
of  certain  purchasers  of  land  who  purchased  from 
the  Soard  of  Trustees  for  the  Vincennes  Univer- 
sity," was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  assent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  GeneMd  Assembly 
of  Virginia,  therein  named,"  was  mid  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain  owners  of  goods  entered  at  Hampden,  in  the 
district  of  Maine,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tay- 
lor and  McNeal,  Evans  and  McNeal,  and  Henry 
and  John  McLeister,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Crosby  and  John  Crosby,  jr.,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Asher 
Palmer,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "4-a  act  for  the  relief  of  Rufos 
S.  Reed  and  Daniel  Dobbins,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Alexander  Roxburgh,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrer,  William  Toung, 
William  Moaeleyi  and  William  Leech,"  having 
been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amendtd, 
and  passed. 

.The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Charles  Ross  and  Bamnel  Breck, 
surviving  executors  of  John  Ross,  deceased,"  hav>- 
ing  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Manassah  Miner,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed," 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amendM. 

Beiolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  amendment  to  the  bilU  entitled  "An  act  to 
fix  the  commissions  of  the  collectors  of  the  direoc 
tax  and  internal  duties,  and  to  revive  and  cotH 
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tiane  in  force  'An  act  further  4o  provide  for  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
ei^rossed,  tbe  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  tbe  relief  of  Charles  Levaux  Trodeau,"  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  correetlfr 
engrossed,  toe  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

Besolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Willis  m  Crawford,  Frederick 
Bates,  and  William  Qarrard,"  having  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  amendment  to  the  "Resolution  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  adjourn  their  respec- 
tive Houses,"  having  been  reported  by  the  coni- 
mittee  correctly  engrossed,  on  motion  bv  Mr. 
Tait,  tbe  further  consideration  of  the  resolutio^n 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Paul  D.  Butler,"  having  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  ''Resolution  requiring  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  compile  and  print,  once  in  every  two 
years,  a  register  of  all  officers  and  agents,  civil, 
military,  and  naval,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  "  Resolution  to 
indemnify  Jabez  Mowry  and  others,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  tne  se- 
lect committee ;  and  the  amendments  havidg 
been  agreed  ta  the  President  reported  the  reso- 
lution to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, "  Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and 
the  resolution  read  a  third  time  as  amended  T  in 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the'  Navy  of  the 
United  States,"  together  with  the  amendment  re- 
ported thereto  hf  the  select  committee;  and  the 
amendment  having  been  asreed  to,thepRC8iDSiiT 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and 
on  the  question,  "  Shall  the  amendment  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  Was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Peter  Audrain,"  reported  it  with  an  amendment, 
which  was  read,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole^  and  agreed  to,  and  the  PRfisinfiHT 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly  ^  and  dn 
the  question,  "  Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?"  it 
Was  determined  in  thcf  affihaiative. 
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The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coDsideratioo  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Todd ;"  and  on  the 
qaestioo,  **  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  15,  nays 
14.  as  follows: 

« 

YsAs — Messrs.  Bsrbonr,  BanT«  Brown,  Campbell, 
Daggett,  Gaillard,  Goldsborongh,  Harper,  Horsey, 
Howell,  Mason  of  Virginis,  Sanlbrd,  Tichenor,  Tnr- 
ner*  and  Williams. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bibb,  Chsce,  Condit,  Dana,  King, 
Laoock,  Macon,  Roberts,  Buggies,  Tait,  Thompson, 
Yaznum,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit 
of  John  P.  Maxwell  and  Hngh  H.  Maxwell"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
survey  of  two  millions  of  acres  of  the  public  lands, 
in  lieu  of  that  Quantity  heretofore  authorized  to 
be  surveyed,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  as  mili- 
tary bounty  lands,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  passed  the  30lh  of 
March.  1802,  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on 
the  frontierd;"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  alter  certain  parts  of  the  act  providing  for 
the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri;" 
and  It  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Parish ;"  and  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Varnum,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in 
July  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  ascertain 
and  establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract 
reserved  for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  al- 
lowed to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
line,  on  State  and  Continental  Establishment; 
and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  and 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  relating  to  the  claims  of  the  officers 
and^  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line,  on  State  and 
Continental  establishment,  for  bounty  lands,  be 
also  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  July 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  salary  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasurer,  and  to 
allow  him  a  compensation  for  his  agency  in  coun- 
tersigning and  issuing  Treasury  notes;  and  on 
the  question.  "  Shall  this  bill  oe  engrossed  and 


read  a  third  time  ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative— yeas  21,  nays  7,  as  follows: 

YsAS— Messrs.  Bsibonr,  Barry,  Ohsee,  Condit,  Dsg- 
getl,  Da^a,  (Hillard,  Goldsboroogfa,  Hsrper,  Horsey, 
HoweU,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Morrow, 
Haggles,  Ba^brd,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  Var- 
nnm,  and  Williams. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Laeock,  Macon,  Roberts,  Tur- 
ner, Wells,  and  Wilson. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  building  of  three  light-houses, 
viz:  one  on  Race  Point,  one  on  Point  Gammon, 
and  one  on  the  island  of  Petite  Manon,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  makin«;  appropriations  for  rebuilding  light- 
houses, and  for  completing  the  plan  of  lighting 
them  according  to  the  improvements  of  Wmslow 
Lewis,  for  flaciog  beacons  and  buoys,  for  preser- 
ving Little  Qull  Island,  and  for  surveying  the 
coast  of  the  United  States,"  and  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Varndm  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of 
Chaplains  to  Congress. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Manae,"  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  an  appropriation  for  enclosing  and 
improving  the  public  square, near  the  Capitol^nd 
to  abolish  the  office  of  commissioners  of  the  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  and  of  Superintendent,  and  for  the 
appointment  of  one  Commissioner  for  the  Public 
Buildings,"  together  with  the  amendments  report- 
ed thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and  the 
amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  with  further 
amendment,  the  Prbsiobnt  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly ;  and  on  the  question.  **  Shall 
the  amendments  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  as  amended  ?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  establish  post  roads,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee.. Mr.  Varnum  was  requested  to  take  the 
Chair,  and  the  amendments  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair,  and  the 
bill  was  reported  accordingly ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, *^  Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  V*  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  regulating  the  currency  within  the  United 
States,  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of  Fntnce. 
and  five  franc  pieces,"  and  It  passed  to  a  thira 
reading. 
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The  Senate  resumed,  as  io  Commitlee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratioo  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'Ad 
act  Co  provide  for  the  appoiatment  of  a  sorvejror 
of  the  pablie  lands,  in  tne  Territories  of  Illinois 
and  Missouri,"  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and 
the  amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Pbbb* 
iDBMT  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordinglr ; 
and  on  the  question,  "  Shall  the  amendments  be 
•Bffrossed.  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed 7"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  the  owners,  officers,  and  crew  of 
the  privateer  Roger,"  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  the  Pbb8idbnt  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly ;  and  on  the  question,  ^  Shall  the 
amendments  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  as  amended  V*  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An 
act  providin|[  for  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  formerly  set  apart  for  refugees 
from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  and  it  passed  to 
a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An 
act  to  establish  a  land  district  in  the  Illinois  Ter- 
ritory, qorth  of  the  district  of  Kaskaskia,"  and  it 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton,"  and  on 
the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
SN),  nays  6,  as  follows: 


Che  select  committee ;  and  the  amendment  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to,  the  PREaiDniT  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  on  the  question, 
"  Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the 
bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?"  tt  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  confirmation  of  certain  claims  to  land 
in  the  western  district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee ;  and  the  amendments, 
having  been  agreed  to,  the  Pbb8idbnt  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, "  Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court 
for  the  District  of  Columbia  to  prepare  a  code  of 
lurisprudence  for  the  said  District,"  and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  the  Prebidekt  reported 
it  to  the  House  aecordinffly ;  and  on  the  question. 
"  Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  7"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  Moses  Turner,"  and  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  pre-emption  rights  given  in  the 
purchase  of  lands  to  settlers  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana^ and  in  the  Territories  of  Missouri  and 
Illinois,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 


Tsjis— Messrs.   Barbonr,   Banyy  Brown,  Chace^ 
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Tichenor,  and  Williams. 

Nats — Messrs.  Condit,  Macon,  Roberts,  Turner, 
Yamiim,  and  Wilson* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  for  cases  of  lost  militarjr  land  war- 
rants, and  discharges  for  faithful  services,"  and  it 
passed  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  enable  the  Levy  Court  in  the  county  of 
Alexandria  to  lay  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fraying the  expense  of  erecting  a  jail  and  court- 
house," and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  for  an  additional  compensation  to 
the  district  judge  of  the  southern  district  of 
New  York,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  David  Coffin,  Samuel  and 
William  Rodman,  and  Samuel  Rodman,  junior," 
together  with  the  amendmentreporltd  thereio  by 


reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  S.  Newell,"  and  it 
passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  continuing  the  salaries  of  certain  officers  of 
Government,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  surveyioff  and  making  a  road 
in  the  Territory  of  Illinois,"  and  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  eiititled  "An 
act  making  an  appropriation  for  repairing  certain 
roads  therein  described,"  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  John  Rodgers  and  others^"  and  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed^  aa  ia  Commttiee  of  thB 


369 


BISTORT  OP  C0NGBBS8. 


aeo 


Sjbhayb* 


SalarieB  of  the  Sicniary  and  CMerk. 


Apbil,  1816. 


Whole,  the  consideratMB  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  aotooriziiig  the  pttf  nieQt  of  m  sain  of  money 
to  Joseph  Stewart  and  others,"  and  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

SALARIES  OF  SECRETARY  AND  CLERK. 

The  Senate  reenmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, and  making  a  temporary  provision  for  the 
clerks  employed  in  their  offices,"  together  with 
the  amenaments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee ;  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the 
first  amendment,  to  wit :  **  Section  1,  line  6,  strike 
out  ^  three  thousand,'  and  insert  *  two  thousand 
five  hundred,"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative- 
yeas  10,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

¥>▲»— Meisn.  Condit,  Gtillaid,  Goce,  Laoook,  Ifa- 
eon,  MoiroW)  Roberts^  Ruggles,  Yamaniy  and  WiboB. 

NATtf^Mesm.  Baibour,  Barry,  Brawn,  Campbell, 
Chaca,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Goldsboimigh,  Haiper, 
Honey,  Howell,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampshue, 
Mason  of  Viiginia,  Sanlbrd,  Tait,  Tichenor»  and 
WiUiams. 

The  second  amendment  having  been  agreed  to, 
the  bill  was  further  amended,  and  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Lacock,  that  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  be  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  June 
next,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  5, 
nays  23,  as  follows : 

YBjui'->Me8sn.  Lacoe)^  Maeoo,  Roberts,  Yamnm, 
and  Wilson. 

Nats — ^Mems.  Barbonr,  Bany,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Chace^  Condit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Golds- 
borongh,  Gore^  Harper,  Horsey,  Howell,  King,  Mason 
of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Yirginia,  Morrow,  Bug- 
gies, Sanlbrd,  Tai^  Tichenor,  and  Williams. 

No  further  amendment  having  been  agreed  to, 
the  pRBfliDENT  reported  the  bill  to  the  House;  and 
on  the  question  to  concur  in  the  amendment 
agreed  to  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  wit : 
Section  3,  line  1,  strike  out  **  for  the  present  year 
only,''  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmattve-^-yeas 
19,  nays  7,  as  follows : 

xBAs— Messrs.  Barbour,  Bairy,  Brown,  Chaee,  Dag- 
gett, Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Goro,  Harper, 
Hore^,  Howell,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hampsmro, 
Mason  of  Viighiia,  Sanford,  Tait,  Tichenor,  and  Wil- 
Imms. 

Nats — Messrs.  Condit,  Laeock,  Maeon,  Moncow, 
Boberts,  Vamum,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Varncm,  to  add  a  new  sec- 
tion as  follows : 

^And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  the  present 
year  there  be  allowed  and  paid  two  hundred  dollars  to 
each  of  the  derks  in  the  offices  of  the  several  Depart^ 
ments  of  the  Government,  whose  compensation  has 
not  heretofore  exceeded  thirteen  bnndnd  dollars,  in 
addition  to  iheit  usual  compensation,  and  the  snm  of 
nine^  dollars  to  each  of  the  messengers  and  assl^ 
laat  messengers  attached  to  the  Departments  of  the 
Government." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative-^yeas  7, 
ftays31,aslbllowe: 

Tbas— Memra.  Condit,  Lacock,  Roberts,  Rnggleii^ 
Viit,  y  amuA,  «a  WUIiuit. 


Nats — ^Meens.  Barbonr,  Bany,  Brown,.  Campbell, 
Chaoe,  Daggett,  Framentm,  GaiUard,  Goldsbonragfa, 
Gore,  Harper,  Horsey,  HoweU,  King,  Maoon,  Mason 
of  New  Bfampahiro,  Mason  of  Viiginia,  Morrow,  Tich- 
enor, Turner,  and  Wilson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock,  to  insert  the  follow- 
ing section : 

'*And  he  itjvrther  enaeted.  That  to  all  clerks  «in« 
ployed  in  the  sevend  Departments  of  the  Goverameat, 
who  reeelve  less  tfian  eight  hundred  dollars,  Aiero 
shall  be  allowed  an  additioa  of  twesij^ve  per  centnm 
iir  the  prsssnt  year ;  to  all  deriu  who  receive  above 
eight  handled  doUaiB  and  not  ex      " 


two  hnndnd  and  fif^  doUais,  twenty  per  oentnm ;  and 
to  all  dmkM  who  receive  above  one  thousand  two  hnn- 
dnd and  fifty  dollars  and  not  wioeeding  one  tfaonasnd 
five  hundred  dollars,  fifteen  per  oentnm ;  and  to  the 
several  messengers  employed  m  the  public  offices,  there 
shall  be  allow^  to  them  respectively,  an  addition  of 
twenty  per  cent." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  13, 
nays  18,  as  foUows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Condit,  Daggett,  Gaillard,  Howell, 
Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Rnggles,  Sanlbrd,  Tak, 
Tamer,  Vamum,  and  Williams^ 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell, 
Chaee,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Goldsborough,  Goro,  Har- 
per, Horsey,  Kii^,  Maeon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire, 
Mason  of  Virginia,  Thompson,  Tichenor,  mnd  Wilson. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Vabxom,  to  add  the  follow- 
ing section : 

**  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  Chaplains  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  shall  be  entitled  to  receim, 
as  compensation  for  their  services,  at  the  rate  of  one 
thousand  dollars  per  annum  each,  to  commence  with 
the  present  session  of  Congress." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13, 
nays  17,  as  follows : 

TsAs— Messrs.  Condit,  Dana,  GaiUard,   Howell,* 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Buggies,  Tait,  Thompson,  tichenor, 
Tomer,  Vamum,  andwilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Brown,  Campbell^ 
Chace,  Daggett,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Harper,  Horsey, 
King,  LacMdE,  Macon,  Mason  of  New  Hampshiie,  Ma- 
son of  Virginia,  Sanford,  and  WflfisBOM. 

On  the  question,  "Shall  the  amendments  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?*' 
it  was  determined  in  the  afiirmaiive. 


<*■! 


Friday,  April  26. 

Mr.  Tait,  fVom  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
lairs«  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  for  the  relief  of  George  T.  Ross,  Daniel  T. 
Patterson,  and  the  officers  and  men  lately  under 
their  command,"  reported  it  without  amendment, 
and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  third  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sanford,  it  was  agreed  that 
Herman  Hendricks  hare  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition  and  papers. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  CommiUee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *<Aji 
act  dedaring  the  coaaeat  of  Congress  to  acta  of 
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the  State  of  South  Caroliat,  authofiziog  the 
City  Coancil  of  Charlestoo  to  impose  and  col- 
lect a  dniy  oo  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from  fbreign 
ports ;  and  to  acts  of  the  State  of  Ckorgia,  au- 
thoffizing  the  imposition  and  collection  of  a  duty 
on  the  tonnage  of  Tesseis  in  the  ports  of  Savan- 
nah and  Si.Mary^8,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ment  reported  thereto  hy  the  select  committee ; 
and  the  amendment  having  been  disagreed  to, 
the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  ana  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  bill  last  mentioned  was  read 
a  ihird  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr«  Variujm  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  hill  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Chaplains 
oi  Congresa;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to  as- 
certain the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  City 
of  Washington;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall  this 
resolution  be  read  a  third  time  ?"  it  wasdetermined 
in  the  negative.    So  the  resolution  was  lost. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
mooejr  to  John  Rodgers  and  others,"  was  read  a 
third  tioM^  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  *^An  act  making  an  appropria- 
tion for  repairing  certain  roads  therein  described," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ^^An  aet  to  authorize  the  sur- 
veying and  making  a  road  in  the  Tenitory  of 
Illinois.''  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Dill  entitled  ^*An  act  continuing  the  sala- 
ries of  certain  officers  of  Government,^  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  *<Att  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph S.  Newell,"  wb3  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  payment  of 
the  militia,  in  the  case  therein  mentioned,"  was 
read  a  third  tinse,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  concerning  pre-emp^ 
tioo  rights  given  in  the  purchaae  cf  lands  to 
certain  settlers  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
in  the  Territories  of  Mbsouri  and  Illinois,''  was 
reofd  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  biU  entitled  *' An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mosea 
Turner,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  oillentitled  '^Aa  act  providing  an  additional 
eompensaiion  to  the  district  judge  of  the  southern 
dbtnct  of  New  York,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
pisssed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  Levy 
Court  of  the  county  of  Alexandria  to  lay  « tax 
fov  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of  erect* 
tiuf  a  jail  and  court-house,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  cases 
of  lost  military  land  warrants,  and  discharges  for 
faithful  services,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

beth  Hamilton,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eliza* 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  land 
daatrict  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  north  of  th^  dis- 


trict of  Kaskaskia,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  sale 
of  certain  lands  in  the  Sute  of  Ohio,  formerly 
set  apart  for  refugees  horn  Canada  and  No?a 
Scotia,"  was  read  a^third  tin\e,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  cur- 
rency within  the  United  States  of  the  gold  coins 
of  Great  Britain.  France,  Portugal,  and  Spain, 
and  the  crowns  or  France,  and  five  franc  pieces," 
was  read  a  third  time^  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel Manac,"  was  read  a  third  lime^and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  rebuilding  light<*houses,aaafor complet- 
ing the  plan  of  lighting  them  according  to  the 
improvements  of  Winslow  Lewis}  for  placinr 
beacons  and  buoys ;  for  preserving  Little  QuU 
Island ;  and  for  surveying  the  coast  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  a  thinftime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  build- 
ing of  three  light-houses,  viz :  one  on  Race  Point, 
one  on  Point  Gammon,  and  one  on  the  Island  of 
Petite  Manou;  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,'' 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed* 

The  bill  entitled  "An  aet  to  alter  certain-parbi 
of  the  act  providing  for  the  government  of  the 
Territory  oi  Missouri,"  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An.  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  passed  the  30th  of  March,  180^  to  regulate 
the  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribM^ 
and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,"  was  read 
a  third  time,  ana  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  allowing  pay  to  cer- 
tain persons  made  prisoners  with  the  revenue  cutter 
Surveyor."  was  read  %  third  time,  and  pamed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  aot  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  Joseph  Stewart  and 
others,"  was  read  a  third  time^  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of  Joiin 
P.  MaxweU  and  Hugh  H.  MaxweU."  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  enutled  <<An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Todd,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 

The  hai  entitled  "An  aet  apMopriating  the 
sum  of  two  thoosaad  fiye  hnadred  doltas^  for  the. 
purpose  thHein  mentionedi"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  on  the  question)  ^  Shall  this  billjpaasl" 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative^yeas  9,  nays 
15,  asfollowf: 

YxAS    IfsmiB  Bsfiy,  Brown,  Daggstt,  Qoldsbe*' 
rovf  h,  Horwf ,  Howsllt  Sanlnd,  Tait^  and  WeUs. 

Nats  Messrs.  Bibb,  CampbsU,  Oeadit,  MUscd^ 
€k>rs,  King,  Laooek,  Macon,  Moirow,  Hoberti,  Tiiche* 
nor,  Turner,  Yavmipiy  WH^uwh  and  Wilson. 

So  the  bill  was  Icat. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury,  and  to  allow  him  a  compensa- 
tion for  his  agency  in  countefsigaing  and  issuing 
Treasury  notes^  was  read  a  third  time-and  passea. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  Presioeat  of 
the  United  States  to  employ  a  skilful  assistant  in 
the  corps  of  engineers,  was^ead  a  third  time  and 
passed. 
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The  ameDdments  to  the  resolatioa  to  indem- 
nify Jabez  Mowry  and  others,  having  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
resolution  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Regolved,  That  this  resolution  pass  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  sarveyor  of 
the  public  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Illinois  and 
Missouri,"  having  been  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third 
time  as  amended. 

ReBolioedf  That  this  bill  pass  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  thesradual  increase  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,"  having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
concerning  the  owners,  officers,  and  crew  of  the 
privateer  Roger,"  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time  as  amended. 
Memdved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amend  ments. 
The  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  David  Coffin,  Samuel  and  Wil- 
liam Rodman,  and  Samuel  Rodman,  junior." 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  ''  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Peter  Audrain,"  having  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
ull  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  "^  An  act 
fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  makinff  a  temporary  provision  for  the 
ClerKs  employed  in  their  offices,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 
Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 
The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  making  an  appro- 
priation for  enclosinf^  and  improving  the  puolic 
square  near  the  Capitol,  and  to  abolish  the  office 
of  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Buildings,  and 
of  Superintendent,  and  for  the  appointment  of 
one  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,"  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended. 
Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 
The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  ^  An  act 
for  the  confirmation  of  certain  claims  to  land  in 
the  western  district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana." 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 
Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 
The  amendments  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
to  establish  post  roads,"  having  been  reported  by 


the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled'  '*  An  act 
authorizing  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  prepare  a  code  of  juris* 
prudence  for  the  said  Dutrict,"  having  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
nil  I  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Cam pbbll, 

Ordmd,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  and 
an  Uniform  National  Currency,  to  whom  were 
referred  the  following  petitions  and  memorials, 
to  wit:  the  memorial  of  Richard  Catoo  and 
others ;  the  memorial  of  Abner  Landrum ;  the 
memorial  of  Thomas,  George,  and  Thomas,  and 
others ;  the  petition  of  the  President  and  Direc- 
tors of  the  Central  Bank  of  Georgetown  and 
Washington ;  the  memorial  of  Stephen  Girard 
and  others ;  the  petition  of  Joseph  Marqnand ;  the 

Ktition  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
ink  of  the  Metropolu ;  the  petition  of  the  Co- 
lombian Pire  Insurance  Company  of  Alexandria ; 
and  the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Patriotic  Bank  of  UTashington,  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
respectively. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barboub^ 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  the  following  pe- 
titions and  memorials,  to  wit:  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  Putnam ;  the  petition  of  Mathew  W. 
M'Lellan;  the  petition  of  Horatio  Aldin  and 
Company ;  the  petition  of  John  Rudolph :  the 
petition  of  Robert  Lovewell ;  the  petition  of  Ber- 
nard O'Neal ;  the  memorial  of  Mathew  M'Con- 
nel  and  others;  the  petition  of  Robert  Sewall; 
the  petition  of  Nicholas  Boilevin;  the  petition  of 
John  de  Lassize;  and  the  petition  of  Henry 
Dishbron  and  James  Chittenden,  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof,  respec* 
lively. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  authorize  the  survey  of  two  millions  of 
acres  of  the  public  lands,  in  lieu  of  that  quantity 
heretofore  authorized  to  be  surveyed,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  as  military  bounty  lands,'^ 
and  It  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  third  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  reducing  the  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers 
of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise," and  It  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  third  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  autborizJng- 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  cancel  certain 
export  bonds  executed  by  Casper  C.  Schntte," 
reported  it  without  amendmenL 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  it  was  agreed  to  re- 
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eonsider  the  vote  on  the  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representftlives  relative  to  the  adjoorn- 
ment  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  and  it 
was  determined  to  strike  out  **  Wednesday,  the 
first  day  of  May  next,"  and  insert  '*  Tuesday,  the 
30th  day  of  April,  instant ;"  and  on  the  question, 
*^  Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed  and  the 
resolution  read  a  third  time  as  amenided  ?"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  that  the  resolution  be  now  read  a 
third  time,  it  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  VABNUMjas 
against  the  rule. 

Mr.  Lagook  presented  the  petition  of  Edmund 
Stephenson,  praying  for  an  increase  of  pension, 
as  stated  in  the  petition,  which  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  concerning  inralid  pen- 
sioners," to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  relative  to  the  more  eiectual  collec- 
tion of  the  public  revenue,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  last  mentioned  was  read  the 
first  and  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  an 
Uniform  National  Currency,  to  consider  and  re« 
port  thereon. 


Saturoat,  April  27. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Beown, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee,  to  whom  were 
referred  the  followiiig  memorials  and  petitions, 
yiz :  the  memorial  of  Jesse  Torrey,  junior ;  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory ; 
the  petition  of  Cornelia  Livingston  and  P.  V.  d, 
Livmgston,  of  the  city  of  New  York;  and  the 
petition  of  John  Jones  and  others,  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof,  respec- 
tirely. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  . 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Benjamin  G.  Bowen,  and 
others,  messengers  of  the  Public  Departments,  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.FROMSiiTiN  laid  before  the  Senate  the  res* 
olution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana, disagreeinff  to  the  amendment  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  Sutes,  limiting  the  term  of 
service  for  Senators  of  the  United  Stales  to  four 
years,  as  proposed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Qeorgia. 

The  resolution  and  proposed  amendment  were 
read. 

Mr.  Frombrtin  also  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
rnolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, disapproving  and  rejecting  the  amendments 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  by  the 
States  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut* 

The  resolution  and  proposed  amendments  were 
read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  disagree  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 


^^An  act  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
tentatives,  and  making  temporary  provision  for 
the  clerks  in  their  offices.  They  hare  concurred 
in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled ^An  act  to  establish  post  roads,"  except  the-, 
third,  to  which  they  disagree. 

The  bill  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Chap- 
lains of  Congress  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and 
the  blank  having  been  filled  with  **  fire  hundred,'^ 
on  the  question,  ^  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  amendment  to  the  resolution  from^the 
House  of  Representati▼el^  relatiia  to  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  present  session  of  uongress,  having 
been  reported  bv  the  Committee  correctly  en- 
grossed,  the  resolution  was  read  a  third  time  aa 
amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  resolution  pass  with  aa 
amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'Aa 
act  authorizing  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
to  cancel  certain  bonds  executed  by  Casper  G« 
Scbutte;"  and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  third  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  fixing  the  com- 
pensation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  mak- 
ing a  temporary  provision  for  the  clerks  em-* 
ployed  in  their  offices,"  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
of  Kepresentatives.    Whereupon, 

Reiohed^  That  they  insist  thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lacook,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  dividing  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial  districts  weie 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

A  messaffc  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tne  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on 
their  disagreement  to  the  first  and  second  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Secretary  ojf  th« 
Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives, and  making  a  temporanr  provision  for  the 
clerks  employed  in  their  offices."  They  have 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  aUow  a  draw- 
back of  duties  on  spirits  distilled  and  sugar  refined 
within  the  United  Sutes  f  a  bill,  entitled  **An  act 
making  appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect  a 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Chero- 
kee tribe  of  Indians,  concluded  at  Washington 
on  the  22d  day  of  March,  1816;"  also  a  bill,  enti- 
tled '*An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  making 
alterations  in  the  Treasury  and  Warpepartment^ 

Kassed  the  8th  dav  of  May,  1792;"— in  which 
ills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate* 
The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  allow  a  drawback 
of  duties  on  spirits  distilled  and  sugar  refined 
within  the  United  States'^  was  read  the  second 
time,  bjr  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 

I  Committee  on  Finance  and  an  Uniform  National 
Currency,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
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'  The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians, 
•concluded  at  Washington  on  the  22d  day  ofMarch, 
1816/'  was  read  the  second  time  by  ananimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affiiirs,  to  whom  the  bill  last  mentioned  was 
referred,  reported  it  without  amendment,  and  the 
bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  passed  toa  third  reading;  and  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  first 
imdrhird  amendments, disagreed  to  by  the  House 
o(  RepresentatifKs,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
ibting  the  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
d?e8,  and  making  a  temporary  provision  for  the 
clerks  employed  in  their  offices.''  Whereupon, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  King, 

Resolved,  That  they  do  further  insist  on  their 
first  and  third  amendments,  and  ask  a  conference 
•Q  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Kino,  Mr.  Williams,  and 
Mr.  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  be  the  managers 
of  the  same  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  entitled  '^An  act  supplementary  to  an 
act  making  alterations  in  the  Treasury  and  War 
Departments,  passed  the  8th  day  of  May,  1792," 
was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,and 
piueed  to  a  third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third 
tine  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  relative  to  the  more 
effectual  collection  of  the  public  revenue,  reported 
it'with  an  amendment,  which  was  read,  and  con- 
Mered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  Mr. 
I>ANA  havinff  submitted  a  further  amendment,  on 
amotion  by  Mr.  Mason,  the  further  Consideration 
df  the  resolution,  together  with  the  amendments, 
was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 
'  A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
fiifbrmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  further  insist 
te  their  disagreement  to  the  first  and  third  amend- 
nients  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  end  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tit es,  and  making  a  temporary  provision  for  the 
^erks  in  their  offices."  Thejr  agree  to  the  con- 
Isrenee  proposed  on  the  subject,  and  have  ap- 
^nted  managers  on  their  part. 


Mondat,  April  29. 
'  On  motion  by  Mr.  Fromentin,  Dennis  de  la 
ftoodif  of  New  Orleans,  in  the  Slate  of  Liouisi* 
aoa;  the  petitioners,  by  a  number  of  citizens  of 
tke  State  of  Louisiana,  in  behalf  of  John  de  Las* 
Me,  of  New  Orleans ;  and  also  the  petitioners  in 
Mialf  of  Jumonviile  de  Villiers  ana  others;  had 
fcnve  to  withdraw  their  petitions  and  papers, 
ntpectively. 

-  On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Message  from  the  Presi- 


dent  of  the  United  States,  reconomendlnfi  ttte 
creation  of  a  distinct  denartment  for  the  issuing  ef 
patents,  were  dischargee  from  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  considsr  the  amend* 
ments  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  to  the 
bilt  entitled  ''An  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  allow  hhn  a 
compensation  for  his  agency  in  countersigning 
and  issuinff  Treasury  notes." — Whereupon, 

ResoheSj  That  they  concur  therein. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fromentin,  the  heirs  and 
representatives  of  Ignace  Delino  bad  l^re  to 
withdraw  their  petition  and  papers. 

Mr.  Lacock.  rrom  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  concerning  in- 
valid pensioners,"  reported  it  with  amendment; 
which  were  read,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  the  amendments  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  bill  was  further  amended,  and  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  aecordiaglv ; 
and  on  the  question,  "Shall  the  amendments  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as 
amended  V*  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendments  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correetly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time  as  amended,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Besolvedf  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther appropriations  for  the  year  1816;  and  the 
bill  haviuff  oeen  amended,  the  President  reported 
it  to  the  House  accordingly  jnnd  on  the  question, 
"Shalt  this  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  thira 
time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wm9 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  allow  a  draw- 
baek  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled  and  sugar  re- 
fined within  the  United  States,"  reported  it  with 
amendment's;  which  were  read,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  amend- 
ments havinar  been  agreed  to.  the  President  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  on 
the  question,  "Shall  the  amendments  be  engross- 
ed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time,  as  amonded  V* 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendment  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  eni^rossed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time  as  amendeo.  by  unanimous  consent. 

Resehed^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  engrossed  bill,  fixing  the  compensation  of 
the  Chaplains  of  Congress,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  pa8sed« 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  post 
roads ;"  disagreed  to  by  the  Hoose  of  Representa- 
tives.   Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  they  recede  therefrom. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  at  tne  conlerence  on  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
seautives,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the 
compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  mak* 
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ing  a  tempomrr  prorision  for  the  d«rki  eoiploytd 
in  their  ofeoet,^  rej^rted  that  the  Senate  insist 
<m  their  firet  and  third  aaendmente,  and  that  the 
biK  be  Aitther  attended  br  adding,  after  the  word 
^efieet,"  in  the  last  line,  the  words,  *<  and  eontiane 
in  force  for  two  years." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
last  mentioned.    Whereupon, 

Ruohed,  That  they  concur  therein,  and  that 
the  bill  be  amended  accordingly. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  ine  following  resolu- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading: 

Setohtd,  Thai  Robert  Tweedv*  Tobias  Simpseiw 
and  George  Hidup  Asnslsats  to  -Ae  Sergesal-et^Anns 
and  Deoiieeper  of  the  SenatSi  be  paid,  out  of  tha  con- 
tingent Audi  two  dollars  a  day  for  each  day  tbay  msy 
have  attended  the  Senate  during  the  prssent  ssesion  of 
Congress;  and  that  Charles  Tims  be  aUowed  one 
hundred  dollais  ibr  his  attendance  during  the  present 
eession. 

The  resolution  was  read  the  second  time  bjr 
unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole ;  and  on  the  question,  '*ShaIl 
this  resolution  be  engrossed,  ana  read  a  third 
time?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  a  third  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  nouse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
increase  the  salary  of  the  Register  of  the  Trees* 
ury,  and  to  allow  him  a  compensation  for  his 
agency  in  countersigning  and  issuing  Treasury 
notes,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have  con- 
curred in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence on  the  disaffreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  bili,  entitled  ''An  act  fixing  the  eompen- 
aation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  making  a 
temporary  provision  for  the  clerks  in  their  offices," 
and  that  the  bill  be  amended  accordingly. 

COLLECTION  OF  THE  REVENUE. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  rela- 
tive to  the  more  efifectual  collection  of  the  public 
revenue,  together  with  the  amendments  proposed 
thereto. 

The  resolution  was  in  the  following  words : 

BeBoived,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeenia- 
thee  of  the  VnUed  States  of  America  in  Ccngreee  ot- 
eembkdf  That  the  Secretanr  of  the  Treasury  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  required  and  directed  to  adopt  sach  mea- 
sures as  he  may  deem  neeessaiy,  to  causey  as  soon  as 
may  be,  sll  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money  ac- 
cming  or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  States,  to  be 
collected  and  psid  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United 
States,  or  Treasury  notes^  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  as  by  law  provided  and  declared ;  and 
that,  from  and  after  the  twentieth  day  of  February 
next,  no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money 
accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  States  as 
aforesaid,  ought  to  be  collected  or  received  otherwise 
then  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or 
Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 


On  motion  by  Mr.  BaBBoba,  that  the  farther 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  July  next,  it  waa  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  9,  nays  21,  as  follows: 

YsAs— Means.  Baffbour»GoMM»ongh,Laeoefc,  Ms- 
sen  of  Virginia,  Momnr,  Reberls,  Bugles,  WeUs,  and 

WSfaOB. 

N^T^Mesm.  Bany ,  Bibh,  OampbeU,  Cbaee,  Con- 
dit,  Daggett,  Dana,  FrenMnlki,Gaillani,  Gore,  Harper, 
Howell,  King,  Maoon,  Mason  ci  New  Haapaidre,  San* 
ford,  Tait,  Tichenor,  Turner,  Yannm,  and  Williaais. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  following 
amendment  reported  by  the  select  committee  : 

Stiiks  out  sQ  the  reselntion  after  the  word  **  assem- 
bled," in  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  following: 

That  all  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  suns  of  money  ac- 
eraittg  er  becoming  doe  to  the  United  States,  ooi^t  to 
be  coUected  and  received  in  the  lawfiil  money  at  the 
United  States,  or  in  Tressaiy  notee,  or  in  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Btats%  as  by  law  provided  and 
declared. 

And  reeoieed  further.  That,  from  and  after  the  — -* 
day  of  ^—>  next,  no  such  duties,  taxes,  debis,  or  sums 
of  mon^  accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the  United 
States  as  aforesaid,  ought  to  be  collected  or  received 
otherwiM  than  in  the  Iswful  money  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  aforesaid :  Provided,  neverthelees. 

That,  until  the dsy  of next,  it  shall  be  lawftil 

for  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  the  said  da- 
tiss,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money  so  accruing  and 
becoming  payable,  to  be  collected  and  received  in  the 
notes  of  any  bank  established  by  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  of  any  of  them,  which  shall  be  equal  in 
value  to  the  Treasury  notes,  bearing  an  interest  of  five 
and  two-fifths  pepr  cent,  oer  annum.  And  in  case  the 
notes  of  any  of  the  saia  banks  shall  be  of  less  value 
than  the  Treasmy  jiotss  aforesaid,  the  same  may  be 
received  at  a  discount  equal  to  the  difierence  in  value 
between  such  notes  and  the  aforesaid  Treasuiy  notes^ 
at  the  time  the  same  shall  be  so  received.  And  that  it 
shall  be  lawftil  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from 
time  to  time,  to  ssoertain  the  mffisrence  aforeeaid,  and 
to  iMue  instructions  directing  the  rates  of  discount  at 
which  such  notes  shall  respectively  be  so  received. 

And  resolved  fwiher^  That  whenever  the  notee  of 
any  of  the  aforeeaid  banks,  which  shall  be  of  less  value 
thim  the  aforeeaid  Treasury  notes,  shall  be  paid  in 
•atisfiietion  of  any  debt  or  sum  of  money  due  firom  the 
United  States,  tlw  same  shall  be  paid  st  a  discount 
equal  to  the  difierence  in  value  between  such  notes 
and  the  aforesaid  Treasuiy  notes  at  the  time  of  such 
payment 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative*— yeas  11, 
nays  19,  as  follows : 

TsAs— Messrs.  Chaoe,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Gore,  Howell,  King,  Mason  of  New  Hsmpshire,  Ssn- 
ford,  Tichenor,  and  Turner. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Bar^,  Bibb,  CampbeU, 
Condit,  CbiUard,  Qoldsborongh«  Hsiper,  Laoock,  Ma- 
con, Mason  of  Viiginia,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Buggies, 
Tsit,  Yamum,  WeUs,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  following  mo- 
tion, propped  by  Mr.  Dana  : 

**  And  that  bank  biUs  er  notes,  which  may  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  sums  dae  to  the  United  States, 
m  any  one  district  of  the  customs>  shall  be  equally 


371 


BISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


372 


Senate. 


Ad^curnmenL 


April,  1816. 


reeeiTable  in  payment  of  like  duties  within  ereiy  other 
dietiict;" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  3, 
nays  27,  as  follows : 

YsAt— Means.  Dana,  Mafion,  and  Turner. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bany,  Bibb,  Campbell, 
Chaee,  Condit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  GaiUard,  Golds- 
borough,  Gore,  Harper,  Howell,  King,  Lacock,  Mason 
of  New  Hampshire,  Mason  of  Viiginia,  Morrow,  Rob- 
erts, Buggies,  Sanlbrd,  Tail,  Ticfaenor,  Vamum,  Wells^ 
Williams,  and  Wilson. 

Mr.  Campbell  moved  to  add  a  elause  (substan- 
tially) to  include,  in  the  receivable  paper,  the 
notes  of  all  banks  which  shall  pay  their  notes  on 
demand  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  Stales ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  question,  ''Shall  the  amendmeiits  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  resolution  read  a  third  time  as 
amended  1"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative- 
yeas  19,  nays  11,  as  follows: 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Campbell,  Chaoe,  Con- 
dit, Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Harper, 
Howell,  Maoon,  Mason  of  Virginia,  Sanfbid,  Tail, 
Tichenor,  Turner,  Vamum,  and  Williams. 

Nat»— Messrs.  Barboar,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  King, 
Lacock,  Mason  of  New  Hampshire,  Morrow,  Roberts, 
Buggies,  Wells,  and  Wilson. 

The  amendments  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  resolution  was 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended,  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Resoivedf  Tliat  this  resolution  pass  with  amend- 
ments. 


Tuesday,  April  30. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tne  Senate  that  they  have  passed  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''^An  act  making 
further  anpropriations  for  the  year  1816,"  with 
an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 


Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

JSeso/sed,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
fond  of  this  House  to  Bobert  Tweedy,  Tobias  Simp- 
son, and  George  Hicks,  the  extra  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  as  a  gratuity  Ibr  their  uniform  good 
conduct 

And  the  resolution  was  three  times  read  by 
unanimous  consent  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned,  and  concurred  therein. 

Mr.  Vabnum  and  Mr.  Robbbts  were  ap|K>inted 
a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  jointly 
with  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  notify 
him  that,  unless  he  may  have  any  further  com* 
munication  to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of  Con* 
gress,  they  are  reader  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

JUaohed^  That  there  be  paid  to  the  8eigeant«t- 
Aims  and  Dooi^eeper  of  the  Senate,  sizty-one  dol* 
lais  and  fifty  cents,  out  of  the  contingent  fond,  for  for- 
nishing  an  extra  horw  for  Ibrty-one  days  at  the  preeent 
session. 

And  the  resolution  was  three  times  read  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Vabnum  reported  from  the  joint  commit- 
tee that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  who  informed  them  that  he  had 
no  further  communication  to  make  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House,  having  finish* 
ed  the  business  before  them,  are  about  to  adjourn. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  Houae 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate,  having  finish- 
ed the  Legislative  business  before  them,  are  about 
to  adjourn. 

Whereupon,  the  Pbbbidbmt  adjourned  the  Sen* 
ate  ^the  die. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


AT  TH£  FIRST  SESSION  OF  THE  FOURTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF 

WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  4,  I81fi. 


Monday,  December  4, 1815. 
This  beioff  the  day  appointed  by  the  CoDstitu- 
tion  of  the  United  States  for  the  meeting  of  Con* 
met,  the  following  meokbers  of  the  fioaie  of 
Representatives  app«ired,  produced  their  ere* 
dentials,  and  took  their  seats,  to  wit : 

.Fyofiti^finolbmjMA«ro---ChsrlesH.  Atharton,Brad- 
bnnr  Cillflgr»  Roger  Yose,  and  Jedathnn  Wileoz. 

mm  JfiitsaeAfMeM»— William  BajUes,  Gaoif e  B»ad- 
liQiy,  Elijah  Brightm,  Brajtmin  Brown,  Samoal  8. 
Conner,  John  W.  Hnlbert,  Cjnis  King,  Jeremiah 
Nebon*  Albion  K,  Psnis,  Timothy  Picksiing,  John 
Reed,  Thomas  Rice,  Nathaniel  Raggles,  end  Solomon 
Strong* 

jFVoiii  Rhode  Jskmd—John  L.  Boss,  jnnior. 

Fnm  Connedieui — Epaphroditus  Champion,  John 
DaTsnport,  jun.,  Lyman  Iiaw,  Jonathan  0.  Moseley, 
snd  Lewis  B.  Starges. 

fhfm  Vermont — ^Daniel  Chipman,  Luther  Jewett, 
Channcey  Langdon,  Asa  Lyon,  Charles  Msnh,  and 
John  Noyes. 

From  New  IVA— Samnel  R.  Betts,  Jsmes  BirdssU, 
Micah  Brooks,  OUTsr  C.  ComsCock,  Heniy  Crocheron, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Jibei  D.  Hammond,  John  Lovett, 
Hosea  Mofl&t,  John  Savage,  Abmhsm  H.  Schendc, 
John  W.  Tajrlor,  Enos  T.  Throop,  Oeorgo  Townsend, 
Jonathan  Ward,  and  Jameo  W.  Wilkin. 

Drom  New  Jeney — Ezra  Baker,  Ephraim  Bateman, 
and  Henry  Somthara. 

From  P«oitylNnii»*-WiUiam  Crawford,  William 
DarUngton,  John  Hahn,  Joseph  Heister,  Josen^  Hop- 
kinson,  Samnel  D.  Ingham,  Aaron  Lyle,  William 
Madsy,  WiUiam  Milnor,  WiUiam  Piper,  Thomas 
Smith,  James  Wallace,  John  Whiteside,  Thomas  Wil- 
son, and  WiUiam  Wilson. 

From  Deibtoore— Thomas  Cooper. 

From  Mcuryland-^ohn  C.  Herbert,  Philip  8taart» 
and  Robert  Wright 

From  l^&^niciH-Philip  P.  Barbonr,  James  Breek- 
enridge,  Wimam  A.  Bnrwell,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peter- 
son Goodwyn,  Aylstt  Hawes,  John  P.  Hongsribrd, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  William  McCoy,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  James  Pleasants,  jiin.,  William  H. 
Roane,  Ballard  Smith,  Magnns  Tate,  and  Henry  St. 
George  Tncker. 

From  North  Corofino-^oseph  H.  Bryan,  James 
W.  CUike,  John  Cnlpeper,  Nathaniel  Maeon,  Wil- 


Uam  H.  Marfree»  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  WiUiams, 
and  Bartlett  Yanoey. 

From  South  Cwrokna—Jolok  C.  Calhonn,  John  J. 
Chappell,  William  Lowndes,  William  Mayrant,  Hsnry 
Middleton,  Thomss  Moore,  John  Taylor,  and  William 
Woodward. 

From  Geoi^ta— John  Forsyth,  Boiling  Hall,  Wil- 
son Lnmpldn,  and  Richard  Henry  Wilde. 

F^rom  Keniueku — James  Clark,  Henry  Clay,  Joseph 
Desha,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Alnet  McLean,  Stephen 
Oimsby,  Solomon  P.  Sharps,  and  Micah  Taal. 

From  Tbmesiee — ^Newton  Cannon,  Bennett  H* 
Henderson,  Samnel  Powell,  James  B.  Reynolds,  and 
Isaac  Thomas. 

From  OAuH-John  Alexander,  James  Caldwell,  Da- 
vid Clendenln,  WiUiam  Creighton,  jnn.,  and  John  Mo- 
Lean. 

/Vom  Loimmho— Thomas  B.  Robertson. 

A  quorum,  consisting  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  memoers,  being  present,  the 
House  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  choice  ofa 
Speaker,  and,  upon  examining  the  ballots,  it  ap- 
peared that  Henry  Clat,  one  of  the  Representa- 
tives for  the  State  of  Kentucky,  was  duly  elected : 
Wliereupon,  Mr.  Clay  was  conducted  to  the 
Speaker's  Chair,  and  the  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  prescribed 
by  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  regulate  the  time 
and  manner  of  administering  certain  oaths,"  was 
administered  to  him  by  Mr.  Wbiobt,  one  of  the 
members  for  the  State  of  Maryland;  after  which 
be  made  his  acknowledgments  to  the  House  in 
the  following  words : 

'^GavTiaxsv:  It  is  not  merely  in  compUance  with 
a  respectful  nsage,  bnt  from  the  most  proibnnd  grati- 
tude, that  I  thuik  yon  lor  the  honor  which  you  hare 
just  conferred  on  me.  I  shall  find,  in  the  discharge  of 
the  udnous  dnties  of  the  Chair,  oonsiderahls  alleri^ 
tion,  from  the  natural  progress  of  the  system  of  order, 
and  from  the  improToment  which  it  hss  leeeiTod  under 
the  able  presidency  of  my  predecessor.  But,  gentle- 
men, it  is  chiefly  upon  your  liberal  ob-operation  and 
support  that  I  place  my  reliance.  Under  the  expecta- 
tion of  reeeiYing  this,  I  shall  proceed,  with  all  the  im- 


partiality of  which  I  am  capable,  to  the  execution  of 
the  dnties  which  yon  have  assigned  me,  soliciting  jm 
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indolgence  for  onintontional  enor,  and  Kdicituig  it] 
particiilarly  during  my  pment  indiipontion.'' 

The  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  the  Con* 
stitotion  of  the  United  States,  as  pfoscribed  br 
the  act  above  mentioned,  was  then  administered, 
by  the  Speaker,  to  ail  the  other  members  present. 

William  Lattimore,  from  the  Mississipiii 
Territor^r ;  Jonathan  Jenninob,  from  the  Indi- 
ana Territory ;  and  Benjamin  Stephenson,  from 
the  Illinois  Territory,  baring  also  appeared  and 
produced  their  credentials  as  delegates  to  repre- 
sent the  said  Territories  in  the  fourteenth  Con- 
ffress,  the  said  oath  was  administered  to  them  by 
tne  Speaker,  when  thev  took  their  seats. 

The  House  proceedea  to  elfct  a  Clerk,  when  it 
appeared  that  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-two 
Totes,  Thomas  Dodohertt,  Esq.,  had  one  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  and  was^  therelore,  duly  elected. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Joseph  Wheaton,  offering  himself  as  a  can- 
didate for  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  after  some  little 
discussion,  it  was 

ReeolveUf  That  Thomas  Dunn  be  appointed 
Sergeant  at  Arms  |  Thomas  Claztou.  Doorkeeper ; 
and  Benjamin  Burch,  Assistant  Doorkeeper  to 
this  House. 

The  several  resolutioDs  p^^sscd  by  the  Senate 
were  receired,  read,  and  concurred  in. 

Messrs.  Weioht  and  Hopkinson,  were  ap» 
pointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  this  House 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Messrs.  LownoEs,  Fqb9ttd,  and  Cbampiov, 
were  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  stat«  of  the 
aaw  builiding  prepared  by  the  citizens  lor  Con- 
gress. 

The  usual  orders  as  to  rules,  dbc,  were  adopted* 


TuEsoAT,  December  5. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Pennvyl- 
vania,  Jareo  Irwin;  from  Maryland,  George 
Bare;  from  Virginia,  Jambs  Johnson,  John 
Kerr,  and  Daniel  ShI^fey;  and  from  North 
Carolina,  Wiluam  Qabton,  and  Daniel  M. 
Forney,  appeared,  produced  their  ^credentials, 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed yesterday  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  Sutes,  reported  that  the  committee  had 
performed  that  serrioe,  and  that  the  President 
answered  that  be  would  make  a  communication 
to  the  two  Houses  to-day,  at  twelve  o'clock. 

A  Message  was  then  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent OF  THE  United  States,  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union.  [For  this  Message  see 
Senate  proceedings  of  this  date,  ante  page  12.] 


Wednesday.  December  6. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  Jer- 
aey,  Lewis  Condict  ;  from  Pennsylvania,  John 
SE|i0E4>nT;  and  from  North  Carolina,  WiiAixu, 
C»  Love  i  appeared,  produced  their  ci edentiak, 
wm  gntUfiad,  and  repaired  to  their  seau.  ' 


Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  for  an  admission  into 
the  Union,  as  an  independent  State,  presented  on 
the  21flC  of  Jannary,  1815,  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Lattimore,  Robertson,  Cannon,  McLean,  of 
Kentucky,  Strong,  Noyes,  and  Lumpkin. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  pro- 
posing  the  usual  appointment  of  two  Chaplains 
of  dmerent  religious  denominations,  to  inter- 
change weekly  between  the  two  Houses. 

This  proposition  was  concurred  io,  with  some 
dissenting  voices,  and  to-morrow  assigned  for 
the  election  of  the  Chaplain  on  the  part  of  this 
Hoaae. 

8TANDIICG  COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  the 
Standing  Committees  wereqpered  to  be  appoint* 
ed,  pursuant  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House. 

They  are  as  follows : 

CommUtee  of  ElectumB^Mt.  Taylor,  of  New 
York,  Mr.  Piper,  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  Pickering,  Mr. 
Vose,  Mr.  Barbour,  and  Mr.  Law. 

Q}tnmUiee  cf  Wcn^a  oiKf  itfeoiit— Mr.  Lowndes, 
Mr.  Burwell,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York.  Mr. 
Moseiey,  Mr.  Robertson,  Mr.  Ingham,  ancl  Mr.* 
Gaston. 

CommUtee  of  Commerce  and  Mamtfactiaf^ 
Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Mocfiree,  Mr.  Baylies,  Mr.  Par* 
ris,  Mr.  Chappall,  Mr.  Boas,  and  Mc  Sei^eant. 

CommUtee  qfOjoime^Ux.  YaMey,  Mr.  Alex- 
ander, Mr.  Qoodwyn,  BAr.  Davenport.  Mr.  Lyle, 
Mr.  Stanford,  and  Mr.  Cbipasan. 

Cbmmt^lee  on  the  JPtMic  Zjande-^^At.  Robert- 
son. Mr.  Creighton,  Mr.  Clark,  of  Kentucky,  Mr. 
Hail,  Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  McCoy, 
and  Mr.  Storges. 

Commdttee^r  the  Dietrici  qf  Columbia — Mr. 
Tucker,  Mr.  Lewis.  Mr.  Irwin,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.  Savage,  Mr.  Herbert,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  South 
Carolina,  and  Mr.  Brigham. 

CommtUee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  JSoads^ 
Mr.  Ingham,  Mr.  Cannon.  Mr.  Bieckearidge,  Mr. 
Throop,  Mr.  Conner,  Mi.  CaldveU,  and  Mr. 
Langdon. 

CommUtee  on  Pensions  and  Besoktionaij 
CUdmo^Mr.  ChappeU,Mr.  Comstoek,  Air.  Stuan. 
Mr.  Milnor,  Mr.  soatkard,  Mr.  HenAeison,  and 
Mr.  Wikoz* 

Committee  on  the  Judtciory-^Mr.  Nefoon,  of 
Vir|iBJa,  Mr.  Ormsby,  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.  Wright, 
Mr.  nTilde,  Mr.  Chid,  and  Mr.  Sergeant. 

CommtUee  on  PubHc  ETpendUures-^Mr.  Mur* 
free,  Mr.  Ghoison,  Mr.  Champion,  Mr.  Thomas 
Wilson,  Mr.  Hammond,  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Mr.  Wallace. 

CommUtee  of  AceowOs^Mx.  McLean,  of  Ohio^ 
Mr.  Rudd,  and  Mr.  Betts. 

CommitteeqfBemsaland  Uf^tnishedBwtineM^ 
Mr.  Condict,  Mr.  Bradbury,  and  Mr.  Maolay. 

PRXSlDENT'e  MBSfiAGB. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  the 
House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Con- 
dict in  the  Chair,  the  Message  of  the  President 
waa  read.    Whereupon,  on  motign  o(  Mr.  Tatt 
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LOb,  of  New  York,  the  foUowing  resolations  wme 
adopted,  yvz  : 

1.  Raobfed,  Thftt  so  much  of  the  Metntge  of  the 
pKodent  of  the  United  States  m  rehXm  to  Foreign 
Albin,  be  leftrred  to  a  select  committee. 

9.  That  flo  nrach  se  relates  to  the  HS&iny  Peace 
BstabKihmenty  to  the  otganizatiott  of  a  Corps  of  InvaKds, 
to  Fortifications,  to  the  protection  of  the  inland  Fron- 
tier, and  to  the  Illilitity  Academies,  be  referred  to  a 
Si^ect  committee* 

9.  That  so  mnch  as  relates  to  omr  Naval  Afbin,  be 
reftned  to  a  select  omnmittee. 

4.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  an  Unifbrm  National 
Otuvency,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

5.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  Roads  snd  Canals,  be 
tefcrred  to  a  select  commitlee. 

\  6.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  a  National  Seminary 
of  Learning  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee. 

7.  Timt  so  nudi  as  relates  to  the  ofaMslficatiim  and 
oKganiaation  of  the  Mifitiav  be  referred  toaseleot  com* 


8.  That  so  much  as  idates  to  an  aUvniftton  of  the 
burdens  imposed  bj  the  necessitiee  of  the  War,  and 
the  geaeral  subject  of  the  Rerenue*  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Wave  and  Means. 

9.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  Manufactures,  be  re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufao* 
tures. 

10.  Th«t  thi  said  ooamitteeshaTe  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

These  resolutions  having  been  reported  by  the 
Committee  to  the  House,  were  all  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Wilkin,  Mr. 
Gbolson,  Mr.  Atherton,  Mr.  Sheffey,  and  Mr. 
Sharpe,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to 
tbe  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Eentoeky,  Mr.  Barbour,  Mr. 
Moore,  of  Souto  CarolinB,  Mr.  Forsyth,  Mr.  De- 
sha, Mr.  Champion,  and  Mr.  Hulbert,  were  ap* 
pointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  second  reso- 
fation. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr. 
S^rri«,  Mr.  Hammond,  Mr.Boss,  and  Mr.  McLean, 
of  Kentucky,  were  appointed  a  oommiuee  pur- 
suant to  the  third  resolution. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr. 
Bopkioson,  Mr.  Robertson,  Mr*  Tucker,  and  Mr. 
Pievet JBg,  were  appoi«ied  a  commitlee  pvrswint 
to  tiie  fouffCb  ftsoltttiOD. 

Mr.  Orewbton,  Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Cooper,  hfr. 
Uigtmn,  ll£.  Condiet,  Mr«  Lovett,  and  Mr.  Alex* 
ander.  were  ap|K>iirted  a  eotamittee,  putsoant  to 
the  filth  resolution. 

Mr.  Wtlde.  Mr.  Serrenot,  Mr.  Cnlhoun,  Mr. 
8heffiKy,Mr.  Herbert,  Mr.  Sav«sfe,  and  Mr.  Orms- 
by,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the 
sixth  resolution. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New 
York,  Mr.  Kerr,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Piper,  Mr.  Moore, 
of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Breckenridge,  and  Mr. 
Forney,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to 
the  serentb  resolution. 

ISir.  Gbolsoii  sugsestad  a  dottbt  whether  iheM 
ftsotUtiMia  emhfaoed  a  sabjwt  of  very  ^pmt  »• 
o^MMc,  which  tinas  reaoauaended  by  the  Prtai- 
eM  CO  thiir  aiteaiiOB.   Hettfiirrid  tothoftt'^ 
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thority  which,  in  the  Tiow  of  the  President,  ought 
to  be  given  to  tbe  Executive  of  the  United  States 
efficiently  to  command  the  serricMof  the  militia 
in  the  cases  contemplated  bv  theT/onstitntioa. 

Mr.  TATLoa  referred  to  the  Message  to  ahorw 
that,  by  necessary  connexion,  this  topic  was  in- 
cluded in  tbe  general  terms  or  the  resoiation  (as 
above)  which  relates  to  the  organization  of  the 
militia.  It  was  therefore  in  his  opinion  already 
committed.  If  at  any  future  day  aa  express  in- 
struction on  that  head  to  the  coflamittee  sbould  be 
found  to  be  necessary,  it  coaid  then  be  guren. 

Mr.  Wright  said  there  was  another  very  im- 
portant subject  adverted  to  by  the  President  which 
was  not  embraced,  he  believed,  in  the  resolutions 
just  adopted ;  though  he  was  not  certain  it  was 
not,  because  he  could  not  distinctly  understand 
them  by  casually  hearln|(  them  read  and  decided 
on  without  previous  notice.    He  referred  to  Ihe 
reeomnaadaiaoB  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
the  railiiia  called  into  serviee  dariagtheialewar, 
withoot  theaathoriiy  of  the  United  SlaMs.    This 
was  a  «^ect  fa«  had  much  at  heart,  not  only  as 
respected  the  State  he  represented,  but  etiMrparts 
of  tbe  Union,  whose  militia  had  promptly  torned 
out  to  meet  the  enemy  before  tbe  authority  of  the 
United  States  could  be  put  in  motion  to  guide 
their  zeaL    It  was  due  to  the  militia  who  fcmght 
for  the  connuy  that  they  should  be  paid ;  it  was 
due  to  the  magnanimity  of  tbe  nation  that  it 
should   make  the   payment  from  tbe  Natiooal 
Treasury.    In  the  part  of  the  State  which  he 
represented,  all  the  military  duties  during  the  war 
had  been  performed  at  the  instance  of  the  militia 
officers,  the  country  being  so  cut  off  by  the  bay 
from  the  seats  of  both  the  State  and  Qenerai 
Governments,  as  to  prevent  prompt  communica- 
tion with  them.  The  recommendation  on  tbia  sub- 
ject contained  in  the  Message  was  one  which, 
he  said,  did  great  credit  to  the  head  and  heart  of 
the  Executive,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  not 
overlook  or  slight  it,  dbc. 

Mt.  Tatlos,  of  New  YorL  observed  that  he 
thought  it  waaUl  be  better  to  defer  the  examina- 
tion of  this  eulncet  unxH  brought  before  the  Con- 
gress in  some  snape  by  the  jpanies  concerned.  It 
these  separate  exertions  or  patriotism  required 
compensation,  they  wonld  be  brought  before  Con- 
gress in  the  form  of  memoiiala,  from  the  States  or 
individuals  who  had  made  them.  Thus  broOffht 
before  Congress,  the  suhlect  might  be  refened  to 
a  committee  aad  generally  and  fully  examined. 

Mr.  WaiGBT,  after  some  fnuher  itaarka,  sub- 
mi  tted  the  following  motion; 

«  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  ss  relates 
to  the  arrangement  of  the  militia  expenses,  incurred 
by  the  several  State  Govsnimeala,  without  the  previous 
sanction  or  enthoiify  of  die  Ctevemmentoflhe  United 
States*  be  reforred  to  a  select  committee. 

This  iBotioa  was  agveed  to,  mm^  con.;  and 
Meaars.  Waiaar,  Babboob,  Rioa,  Powkil, 
8«m  of  Penny h^tiia,  Lyou,  aad  Cillvt^  wore 
«npe«Bted  tba  committse.  ^ 

Mt.  P.  BABMtnt,  of  ViigiKia,  said  theiv  was 
another  aahjeeii^f  Ittpeftnoe  vafhtred  to  in  4he 
UtMge,  whtelt  htwfehod  t«  briftg  to  thevierof 
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the  Hoi2s«,  thatj  if  not  ioeluded  in  the  references 
already  mndej  it  might  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee. He  meant  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of 
themilitia  called  out  regularly  under  the  aotboritv 
of  the  United  States,  who  had  not  yet  been  paid, 
in  consequence  of  the  deficiency  in  the  amount  of 
appropriations  for  that  object.  He  had  actual 
knowledge  of  the  fact  of  many  militia  thus  situ- 
ated, remaining  unpaid,  and  seriously  suffering 
for  the  want  of  what  was  justly  due  them.  From 
the  correspondence  between  the  Pay  Department 
and  the  Militia  Officers,  which  he  had  seen  pub- 
lished, the  delay  of  payment  was  produced  by 
the  exhaustion  of  the  appropriations  of  the  last 
session.  This  defect,  if  existing,  should  be  im- 
mediately supplied.  To  bring  this  question  before 
the  House,  he  moved —  * 

**  That  the  Committee'  o^  Ways  and  Means  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  the  appropriation  of  money 
made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  (he  militia  called  into  the  serrice  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  authority  of  the  seTeial  States, 
be  suffldent ;  and,  if  not|  what  is  the  amount  of  the 
deficiency." 

Mr.  Lowndes  suggested  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  when  appointed,  would  not 
have  it  in  their  power  to  act  on  the  subject  pro- 
posed to  be  referred  to  them,  ontil  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  be  received. 
That  report,  which  would  probably  afford  all  the 
information  the  gentleman  desired,  might  be  ex- 
pected in  a  few  days;  and,  upon  that  report  it 
would  of  course  become  the  duty  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  to  act,  without  a  partic- 
ular reference. 

Mr.  Barbour,  then,  observing  that  he  had  but 
desired  to  bring  this  subject  directly  to  the  Tiew 
of  the  House,  waived  his  motion  for  the  present. 


Thursday,  December  7. 

Several  other  membersj  to  wit :  from  Massa- 
chusetts, Samuel  Taqgart  and  Labam  Wbba- 
TON ;  from  New  York,  Asa  Adoate  ;  and  from 
Pennsylvania,  Hugh  Glasgow,  appeared,  pro- 
duced their  credentials,  were  qualified,  and  took 
their  seats. 

Mr.  Tatlor,  of  New  York,  presented  a  petition 
of  Westel  Willoughby,  junior^  praying  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  a  seat  in  the  House,  in  the  place  of 
William  S.  Smith,  returned  as  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  State  of  New  York,  whom  he  alleges 
to  have  been  unduly  returned. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Elections. 

THE  NEW  BUILDING. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject, deliyered  in  the  following  report : 

**  The  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House 
of  Representattves  ta  inquire^  in  conjunction  with  a 
oommittee  on  the  port  of  the  Senate,  into  the  state  of 
the  new  building  on  Capitol  Hill,  offered  by  the  pro- 
prietors for  the  accommodation  of  (>ongfess»  upon  what 
terms  the  said  buihiing  could  be  obtained  imtil  the 
Gafatol  may  be  ready  Ibr  their  xeceptioa, report;  That» 
having  cocamined  the  building  in  queatimi,  Ihoy  con- 


sider it  much  better  adapted  to  tiie  oonvenienceof  both 
Houses  of  Congress  than  that  they  at  preeeot  occupy. 
The  committee  appointed  by  the  owners  of  the  building, 
have  represented  it  as  having  cost  (with  the  land 
attached  to  it)  thirty  thousand  dollaxs»  Ave  of  which 
has  been  expended  on  objects  necessary  for  the  accom- 
modation of  Congress,  which  will  become  useless  when 
they  shall  leave  the  building.  This  committee  have 
stated  that  the  proprietors  will  be  fully  satisfied  to  enter 
into  a  contract  with  the  United  States  under  whicb 
tbeydiall  receive^,000,  with  an  annual  rent  of  $1^50, 
(being  an  interest  upon  their  capital  of  six  per  cent., 
with  Uie  addition  qf  the  price  of  insurance,)  making  the 
lease  determinable  at  the  pleasure  of  Congress.  Should 
these  terms  be  acceded  to  by  Congress,  tihe  committee 
believe  that  the  building  will  be  rea4y  fi>r  their  reeep- 
tion  on  Mondaynext.  The  terms  appear  to  the  conv- 
mittee  of  both  Houses  to  be  equitable,  and  they  have 
submitted  a  bill  to  carry  them  into  effect.*' 

Mr.  LowNDBB  then  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  lease,  on  the 
terms  therein  mentioned,  "  the  new  building  on 
Capitol  Hill,  with  the  appurtenances,  for  the  bet- 
ter accommodation  of  Congress;"  which  was 
twice  read,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  en- 

frossed,  and  read  a  third  time,  and  sent  to  the 
lenate  for  concurrence. 

ADDITIONAL  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WiLOE  offered  the  following  resolution,  at 
an  amendment  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
House,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table : 

Rttolved,  That  in  addition  to  the  standing  commit- 
tees heretofore  anthoriaed  by  the  rules  and  orders  of 
this  House,  the  following  standing  committees  be  an- 
thoriaed and  appointed : 

A  MilitaiT  Committee ; 
A  Naval  Committee ; 
A  Committee  on  Foreign  A&irs ; 
A  Committee  on  the  Militia ; 
A  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals ; 
A  Committee  of  Ordnance,  Fortifications,  Arsenals, 
and  Harbor  Defonoe ; 
To  consist  of  seven  members  each. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  MUitary  Com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideratton  all  such  reports  from 
the  War  Department,  petitions,  matters,  and  things 
relating  to  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  as  shall  be 
presented,  or  shall,  or  may  come  in  question,  and  be 
referred  to  them  by  the  House,  and  to  report,  from 
time  to  time,  their  opinion  thereon : 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Naval  Com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideration  all  such  reports  from 
the  Secretary  o(  the  Navy,  or  the  Conmussioneni  of 
the  Navy  Board,  petitions,  and  other  matters  and 
things  respecting  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  as 
shall  be  presented,  or  shall,  or  may  copie  in  question 
and  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House,  and  to  report, 
from  time  to  time,  their  opinion  thereon. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  on 
Foreign  Afiairs  to  take  into  consideration  all  such  re- 
porti  from  the  Department  of  State,  messsges,  or  iMrts 
of  messages,  petitions,  and  other  matters  and  things 
lespeetiag  the  interconise  and  rdations  of  the  United 
States  with  foreign  nations^  as  shall  be  presentedtor 
ahaliy  or  may  cone  la  queetieBf  and  be  xeiamd  to 
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them  by  the  Hooie,  and  to  report  their  OfMiixon  there- 
on. 

That  it  shell  be  the  daty  of  the  said  Committee  on 
the  Militia  to  take  into  consideration  all  snch  reports, 
petitions,  and  other  matters  and  things  respecting  the 
militia  of  the  United  States,  as  shall  be  presented,  or 
shall,  or  maj  come  in  question,  and  be  referred  to 
them  by  the  House,  and  to  report,  from  time  to  time, 
their  opinion  thereon. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  on 
Beads  and  Canaly  to  take  into  consideration  all  such 
reports,  petitions,  and  other  matters  and  things  relat- 
ing to  the  construction,  preserration,  and  extension  of 
roads  and  canals,  in  the  United  Sfiites,  and  the  im- 
provement of  rirer  navigation,  as  shall  be  presented, 
or  shall,  or  may  come  in  question,  and  be  refoixed 
to  them  by  the  House,  and  to  report,  from  time  to 
time,  their  opinion  thereon. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  of 
Ordnance,  Fortifications^  Arsenals,  and  Harbor  De- 
fence, to  tako  into  consideration  all  such  reports,  peti- 
tions, and  other  matters  and  things,  relating  to  the 
ordnance,  fortifications,  arsenals,  armories,  and  wAs 
of  defence,  both  fixed  and  floating,  on  the  harbors,  on 
the  coasts,  or  on  the  inland  fiiontier  of  the  United 
States,  as  shall  be  presented,  or  shall  or  may  come  in- 
qmestion,  and  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House,  and 
to  report,  from  time  to  time,  their  opinion  thereon. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a 
Chaplain  on  its  part  to  serve  daring  the  session; 
when,  after  several  ballotin^s,  the  Rev.  Spbncer 
H.  Cone,  having  a  majority  of  votes,  was  de- 
clared to  be  duly  elected. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
bis  annual  report  on  the  state  of  the  finances  of 
the  United  States,  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  iVIeaos,  except  so 
much  thereof  as  relates  to  a  national  currency, 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
that  subject  was  referred  on  yesterday. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
lease,  for  the  term  therein  mentioned,  the  new 
building  on  Capitol  Hill,  with  the  appurtenances, 
for  the  better  accommodation  of  Congress." 

The  House  adjourned  until  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  December  11. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
York,  Peter  B.  Porteb;  from  Pennsylvania, 
Thomas  Burnsidb  ;  from  Maryland,  Stevenson 
Archer  ;  from  Virginia,  John  Clopton  ;  from 
North  Carolina,  Wiluam  R.  Kino  and  Israel 
Pickens;  from  South  Carolina,  Benjamin  Hd- 
GBR ;  and  from  Georgia.  Alfred  Cuthbert  and 
Thomas  Telfair,  appeared,  produced  their  cre- 
dentials, were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

RuFUs  Easton,  also,  appeared  and  took  his 
seat,  as  the  delegate  for  the  Territory  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  HoPKiNsoN  and  Mr.  Sergeant,  respect- 
ively, presented  a  petition  of  a  committee  of  sun- 
dry citizefas  of  Philadelphia,  concerned  in  vari- 
ous manufacturing  establishments,  praving  that 
ft  standing  committee  may  be  appointed,  '^whose 


province  and  duty  it  shall  be  to  watch  over  the 
interests  of  our  manufacturing  citizens,  there  not 
appearing  to  the  memorialists  any  proprfety  in 
the  reference  of  the  subjects  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  to  the  same  committee." — Referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Gold  presented  a  petition  of  the  ^  Auburn 
Manufacturing  Company,"  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  concerned  in  the  manufacturing  of  cotton 
fabrics,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others  inter- 
ested in  their  ultimate  success,  praying  that  the 
importation  from  foreign  countries  of  cotton  fab- 
rics, of  a  coarse  texture^  mav  be  absolutely  or  vir- 
tually prohibited.^Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Lattimore  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
that  further  time  may  be  given  to  purchasers  of 
public  lands  in  said  Territory  to  complete  their 
payments,  and  that  the  interest  claimed  on  pay* 
ments  not  punctually  paid  at  the  time  they  be- 
came due,  may  be  remitted. 

The  Spbaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  state- 
ments showing  the  application  of  moneys  which 
have  been  transferred  by  order  of  the  President, 
from  several  of  the  appropriations  to  other  appro* 
priations,  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment, since  the  last  session  of  Congress ; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 

Ruclved^  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be 
directed  to  in<)uire  into  the  expediency  of  liqui- 
dating the  claims  of  citizens  against  the  United 
States^  for  the  loss  of  property  whilst  in  the  pub- 
lic service  during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Reynolds  submitted  the  following  resolu-* 
tion,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table: 

Buohed,  That  the  Committee  pn  the  Public  Lends 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appro- 
priating all  that  tract  of  land,  known  by  the  name  of 
the  *'Congreasionsl  ReservBtioo,"  lying  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Maury  and  Giles,  in  the  State  of  Tenneasee, 
for  the  extinguishmeni  of  the  Gerieme  land  warrants, 
issued  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina ;  and  that  the 
actual  occupants  within  the  bounds  of  said  tract,  who 
have  been  living  on  said  land  since  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
uary last  pest,  shall  have  a  preference  to  perfect  titles 
thereto:  Provided,  No  one  shall  be  permitted  to  ap- 
propriate more  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  nor 
less  than  fifty  acres  of  land. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  relief  of  the  widows 
ana  children  of  all  such  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, musicians,  and  privates,  as  have  been  killed 
in  battle,  died  of  wounds  received  in  the  public 
service,  or  died  in  service,  in  any  of  the  corps 
coinposicg  the  Army  of  tlie  United  States  daring 
thelate  war. 

Mr.  Tatlor,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Westel  Willoughby,  jr^  contesting  the  election 
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of  William  8.  Bmitb,  a  member  retarned  to 
eerve  in  this  House  from  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  feport  states  it  to  he  ascertained  to  the  satis- 
fhction  of  the  committee,  that  the  whole  number 
of  votes  given  in  the  district,  which  is  composed 
of  the  counties  of  Madison  and  Herkimer,  was 
§,292;  of  which  2,540  were  retarned  for  Wil- 
hiAU  S.  Smith,  2,466  for  Westel  WiUottghby.jr., 
S09  for  Westel  Willooghby,  and  seven  scattering 
votes ;  that  it  is  proved,  the  error  of  the  omission 
of  the  word  ^^  junior,"  to  a  part  of  the  returns, 
was  committed  by  the  returninff  officers,  the  voties 
haying  in  fact  been  given  for  Westel  Wilioughby, 
junior.  The  committee  recommend  thaf  Mr. 
Smith's  seat  be  vacated,  aad  that  Mr,  Wil- 
LOUGHBT  be  declared  entitled  to  hie  seat. 

The  report  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 


TnESOAY,  December  12. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
York,  Danibl  Cady;  from  Maryland,  Chablss 
GoLDSBOROOGH ;  from  Virginia,  jBubwbll  Bas- 
sbtt;  and  from  Kentucky,  Bbnjamin  Haroim, 
appeared,  were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Shbfpey  presented  a  petition  of  Robert 
Porterfield,  praying  to  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in 
the  House,  as  one  of  the  Representatives  for  the 
State  of  Virginia,  in  the  place  of  Wiluam  Mc- 
Coy, whom  he  alleges  to  have  been  unduly  elected 
and  returoed.-^Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Elections. 

Mr.  Wright  submiUed  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resobed*  That  esch  mamber  of  the  Senate  and  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  be  annually  ftmushed 
with  a  copy  of  the  Registers  of  the  officers  of  the  Army 
and  Xavy  of  the  United  States,  with  the  State  or  na* 
tion  of  their  nativity. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  PicKERiifQ,  Wright,  and  Babsett. 

Mr.  Yancby  s4ibmitted  the  foUowing  resolu- 
tion,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table: 

'  Rttohedf  That  so  much  of  the  role  ai&ettng  ste- 
nographers, as  requires  them  to  be  placed  in  ^  gtl* 
leriss,  be  repealed;  and  that  the  Speaker  be  author* 
ised  lo  asiign  thei9  such  station  in  tbe  House  as  he 
shaD  deem  convenient  and  proper. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Slections,  on  the  petition  of  Westel  Willoughby, 
jr.,  contesting  the  election  of  William  S.  Smith ; 
and  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  Mr.  Speaker 
resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Lewib  reported  the 
concurrence  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole,  in 
tbe  resolutions  contained  in  the  said  report,  to  wit : 

1.  lUaohed,  That  William  S.  Smith  is  not  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  this  House. 

2.  Rt$6h€dy  That  Westel  Willoughby,  jr.,  is  snti* 
tied  to  a  seat  in  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  pf 
the  Cominittee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  resolutions 
being  again  read,  were  severally  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 


WBDMiaoAY,  December  13. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from«Massa- 
chusetts,  Elijah  H.  Mills;  from  Kew  York, 
MoBB  Kcict;  from  Delaware,  Thomas  Clayton; 
and  from  Pennsylvania,  Isaac  Grifhn.  appeared, 
produced  their  credentials,  were  qualioed,  and 
took  their  seats. 

Westel  Willoughby,  jr.,  from  New  York, 
who.  was,  on  yesterday,  declared  duly  elected  a 
member  of  this  House,  in  the  plaee  of  William 
S.  Smith,  also  appeared,  was  q|uali£ed,  and  took 
his  seat. 

The  Steakbr  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  Mr.  Macoiv,  of  North  OanHina: 

Ti»  the  Speaker  of  iht  Ihuit  of  RqprtMnUtwi : 

Sia :  I  deem  it  my  duW  lo  inform  yo«  and  tibsflMH- 
beie  of  the  Hoaee,  that  I  Lava  tUs  day^by  letter  to  the 
OoVernor  of  North  CaioIina»  icagMd  my  seat  in  the 
House  of  Repreaeaiatives. 

I  eaanot  withdraw  Asm  those  with  whom  I  hatve 


been  asseriated  for  yean  without  eaqirwsiiwg  thegiats 
fol  ssnse  I  entertain  ef  their  uniform  kSadnessy  and 


assming  tfiem  that  it  will  be  remembered  with  ptoes 
are  danng  my  lifo 

I  am,  Bx,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

NATH.  MAGON. 

W^AaaxvoToir,  Ike.  IS,  1615. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Piccbrs  be  appointed  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations^  in  the  plaee 
of  Mr.  Macon,  resigned. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Archer  be  appointed  of 
the  Committee  upon  the  subject  of  an  Uniform 
National  Currency,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Macon, 
resigned. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon, 

Besolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates  of  the 
volunteers  and  militia  who  have  been  killed  in 
battle,  died  in  service,  or  of  wounds  received 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  during 
the  war,  by  allowing  them  donations  in  land  or 
otherwise;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Cannon,  Kino  of  North  Carolina,  Har- 
din, HoQER,  Hawes,  Sturqbs,  and  Burnsidb, 
were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  said 
resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yancxy,  the. House  nro- 
eeeded  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by 
him  yesterday,  relating  to.stenographers,  and  the 
same  being  again  read,  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilde,  the  Honse  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  on 
the  seventh  instant,  proposing  to  amend  the  stand- 
ing rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  several  additional  smnding  committees, 
and  the  same  being  again  read,  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanford,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  revise  the  standing  rules  and  orders 
of  the  Honee. 

Messrs.  Stantori),  Babsett,  Bbrobant,  Qold 
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DssaA,  Cbawporo,  and  Tblpair,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Od'  motion  of  Mr.  Stanford,  the  resolation  of 
Mr.  Wilde,  proposing  the  appointment  of  seve- 
ral additional  standing  committees,  was  referred 
to  the  committee  last  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sbroeant,  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petitions  of  sundry  man- 
ufactorers  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  presented 
and  referred  on  the  11th  instant;  and  they  were 
referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tucker,  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
to  subscribe  for  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  an 
edition  of  the  laws,  exclusively  relating  to  the 
District  of  Columbia,  proposed  to  be  published 
by  J.  B.  Colvin  of  the  said  District. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoLban,  of  Ohio,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  amendments  are 
necessary  to  a  law  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  entitled  ^  An  act  regulating  and  de- 
fining the  duties  of  the  United  Slates'  judges,  for 
the  Territory  of  Illinois;"  and,  also,  what  amend- 
ments are  necessary  to  the  act  passed  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  regulating  tne  Gkneral  Court 
of  the  Territory  of  Indiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tucker,  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia  were  instructed  to  in- 

?|uire  into  the  expediency  of  proytdins,  by  law, 
or  the  enclosure  and  improvement  of  tne  public 
square,  near  the  CapitoK  in  the  said  District. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilde,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  what  additional  provisions  are 
neeessary  to  be  made  for  the  more  effectual 
awarding,  granting,  issuing,  and  returaing  writs 
of  habeas  corpus  by  the  courts  of  the  United 
States. 

SETTLERS  IN  MISSOURI. 
Mr.  Eabton  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Ruokedp  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poblic  Lands 
be  ioatracted  to  inquire  whether  any,  and»  if  any,  what 
alterations  and  amendments  are  neoeasaij  to  be  made 
in  the  law  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  settlers 
on  the  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri. 

A  motion  was  made  by  another  gentleman  to 
amend  the  same  by  adding  thereto  the  words, 
<*and  also  in  the  Territories  of  Illinois  and  Indi- 
ana."   Upon  which  motion 

Mr.  Babton  observed,  that  the  law  giving  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  the  settlers  oo  the  public 
lands  in  the  Illinois  Territory  had  been  amended 
at  the  last  session.  He  was  not,  however,  op- 
posed to  the  proposed  inquiry ;  that  the  object  of 
Uie  resolution  offered  by  him  was  to  place  those 
settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  the  Missouri  Ter^ 
ritory  upon  a  similar  footing  to  such  settlers  on 
the  Illinois  Territory ;  that  the  law  of  Congress 
of  April.  12j  1814.  gave  to  the  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lie  lands,  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  the  right 
of  pre-emption  io  the  puiehase  thereof  opoa  the 
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same  terms  as  is  granted  to  settlers  of  the  like 
description  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  by  the  act  of 
the  5th  of  February,  1813,  which  had  been  amend- 
ed at  ihe  last  session  of  Congress.  By  a  referenee 
to  the  last  mentioned  act  of  Congress,  it  would  be 
found  that  no  person  can  purchase,  under  the  pro- 
vision of  the  act,  more  (nan  one  quarter  section 
of  land,  and  that  to  be  bounded  by  the  sectional 
and  quarter  sectional  lines;  that  by  those  acts  of 
Congress,  no  provision  has  been  made  in  favor  of 
settlers  upon  fractional  sections,  of  less  quantitv 
than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  fractional 
quarter  sections ;  that  by  the  general  provisions 
made  by  law,  the  officers  of  the  land  offices  are 
prohibited  to  sell  lands  in  less  quantity  than  tracts 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres ;  that  in  the  In- 
diana Territory  the  lands  had  been  surveyed,  and 
the  settlers  then  located  themselves  within  cer- 
tain known  boundaries;  that  it  was  not  so  in 
Missouri  Territorjr,  where  the  private  claims  to 
land  had  been  adjusting  for  more  than  twelve 
years,  and  the  public  lands  are  not  yet  surveyed ; 
many  persons  had  settled  under  Spanish  grants, 
some  of  which  had  been  annulled  by  the  Govern- 
ment; that  among  the  numerous  private  claims 
there  would  be  found  a  great  many  fractional 
sections  and  fractional  quarters  of  less  quantity 
than  one  hundred  atid  sixty  acres,  upon  which 
persons  are  settled;  and  the  object  or  the  reso- 
lution offered  by  him  was  to  secure  to  each  set- 
tler on  the  public  lands  his  improvement  in  that 
Territory. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  resolu- 
tion agreed  to. 


Thubsoat,  December  14. 

Mr.  HoPKiNBON  presented  petitions  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
that  an  act  may  be  passed  estahliithing  a  Nationu 
Baiik,  with  branches,  founded  on  such  a  capital,, 
and  regulated  by  such  principles  as  shall  secure 
public  and  private  confidence.— Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  subject  of  an  Uniform  Na- 
tional Currency. 

Mr.  Lattimorb  preaeotfid  petitions  from  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  east 
of  Pearl  river,  praying  that  provision  may  be 
made  for  taking  a  census  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  Territory,  and  that  the  Territory  may  be 
erected  into  an  independent  State.— Referred. 

Mr.  Spbakbr  laid  Wore  the  House  a  letter  from 
William  Lambert^  of  the  Citv  of  Washington, 
enclosing  abstracts  of  such  calculations  relative 
to  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  City  oi^ 
Washington,  as  were  made  by  him  before  the 
passage  of  the  resolution  of  this  House,  of  the 
18th  of  February  last,  upon  this  subject;  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lbwib,  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  oi  completing  the 
Capitol,  by  erecting  a  centre  building,  according 
to  the  original  plan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomab,  the  C6mmittee  on 
ihe  Poblie  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
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the  expedieoey  of  granting  rights  of  oocu)miocv 
and  pre-emption,  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  to  all 
such  prsoDs  as  shall  be  actually  seated,  on  the 
first  day  of  October,  1816,  upon  any  section  of 
land  obtained  by  treaty  or  conquest  from  the 
Creek  nation  of  Indians  during  the  late  war. 


Friday,  December  15. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Virgin ia,JoHir 
Q.  JAOKSOiN,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 

Mr.  SPGAKfiR  presented  a  petition  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying  that 
the  titles  to  lands  in  said  Territory,  granted  by 
the  former  Spanish  Gtovernment,  which  had  pre- 
viously been  granted  by  the  British  Gk)vernmefit, 
may  be  confirmed  to  the  holders  under  the  Span- 
ish grant* 

Mr.  Lattimobe  presented  a  similar  petition 
from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritoryw — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands* 

Mr.  LowNDCs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  additional  ap- 
propriations to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  army 
and  militia  during  the  years  1814  and  1815; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a 
statement  of  the  application  of  the  moneys  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment, for  one  year,  ending  on  the  30th  ot  Sep- 
tember, 1815. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afihirs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Library  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  increasing  the  sum  appropriated  for  the 
salary  of  the  Librarian  of  Congress ;  and  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Library,  and  of  allow- 
ing additional  compensation  to  the  Librarian  for 
services  performed  since  the  last  session  of  Con- 


Adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoMDAT,  December  18. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  the  State 
of  New  York,  Thomas  P.  Grosvbnor  and  John 
B.  Yates,  and  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
John  Ross  ;  appeared,  produced  their  credentials, 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  sundry  inhabitants  of  different  parts  of 
the  District  of  Maine,  praying  that  one  of  the 
terms  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Maine,  may  be  removed  from 
Wiscasset  to  Portland. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Judiciary. 

Mr.  FoRBTTB  presented  a  petition  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Orphan  Asylum  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  praying  for  an  act  of  incorporation, 
and  for  a  donatioQ  of  certain  public  lots  in  the 
City  of  Washington. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  prasented  a  petition 


of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois, 
praying  for  pre-emption  rights  to  the  lands  on 
which  they  reside. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  also  presented  a 
petition  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Illinois  Terri- 
tory, praying  that  the  claims  of  certain  inhabi- 
tants of  said  Territory  to  pre-emption  rights  to 
lands,  may  be  confirmed,  and  that  some  further 
provisions  may  be  made  relating  to  the  selection 
of  lands  in  said  Territory,  for  the  use  of  semina- 
ries of  learning. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  the  committee 
on  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ap- 
{>ointing  clerks  to  the  standing  committees,  with 
eave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jenni nos.  a  committee  wis 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  chang- 
ing the  western  limit  of  the  Territory  of  Indiana, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise;  ana 
Messrs.  Jennings,  Reynolds,  Hardin,  Hdnobr* 
FORD,  and  Baer,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Easton,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire,  if 
any,  what,  further  provisions  by  law  are  expedi- 
ent to  be  made  for  ratifying  the  unconfirmed 
claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  and 
to  provide  for  their  location. 

BeBoivedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire,  if  any,  what  al- 
terations or  amendments  are  necessary  to  be  made 
in  the  act,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and 
Territory  of  Missouri.'' 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  Baton,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table : 

Remhed,  That  the  CommitlM  on  the  FablicLandi 
be  instmcted  to  iaquira  into  the  expediency  of  rega- 
Uting  by  Uw  the  leaaiDg  and  working  the  public  lead 
mines  in  the  Territory  of  MiBSonri»iB  such  meaner  as 
to  secnre  the  lessees  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  oi  ihtk 
leases,  and  to  enable  the  Ctoveroment  to  collect  its  rents. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  bv  law  the  appointment  of  suitable 
persons  for  the  payment  of  military  pensions, 
within  those  Slates  where  Commissioners  of 
Loans  are  not  appointed. 

DISTRICT  JUDGES. 

Mr.  QoLO  o£(ered  for  consideration  the  follow^ 
iog  resolution : 

Betokftd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jodictaij  be 
instmcted  to  inquire  as  to  the  judicial  duties  of  tiie 
respective  diitrict  judges  of  the  United  Stales,  whether 
the  same  have  been  in  certain  districts  greatly  inenased 
since  the  establishment  of  the  salaries  of  the  judges 
therein;  and  whether  the  compensation  at  present  al- 
lowed by  law  be  adequate  to  the  dischsrge  oi  the  du- 
ties enjoined  upon  the  judges. 

Mr.  QoLD  remarked,  in  support  of  this  motion, 
that  when  the  compensation  of  the  district  judges 
had  been  fixed,  it  was  no  doubt  adequate  to  the 
services  that  they  then  had  to  perform;  but  it 
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was  Tery  Dotorious  that  the  duties  had  iDcreased 
In  some  districts  in  a  foorfold  degree.  Such  had 
been  the  increase  of  the  business  of  the  district 
judge  in  New  York  State,  that  it  had  been  found 
necessary  by  Congress  to  diride  the  State  into 
two  districts.  The  act  for  that  purpose,  how- 
ever, contained  a  provision  that  in  case  the  judge 
of  one  of  those  districts  should  be  unable  to  at- 
tend to  the  duties  of  his  office,  the  judge  of  the 
remaining  district  should  perform  the  duties  of 
both.  Now,  the  fact  was,  taat  the  judge  of  one 
of  those  districts  had  been  wholly  unable  to  at- 
tend his  judicial  duties ;  in  consequence  of  which 
the  duties  of  that  district  had  devolved  on  the 
judge  of  the  other.  He  was,  by  this  circum* 
stance,  obliged  to  travel  two  thousand  miles  a 
year,  at  an  excuse  which  nearly  absorbed,  in  ne- 
cessary travelling  expenses,  the  whole  amount  of 
his  salary.  As  uiere  might  be  other  districts  in 
the  same  situation,  he  had  couched  the  motion  in 
terms  so  general  as  would  embrace  all. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to.  • 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  ibe  Whole  on  the  bill 
making  additional  appropriations  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  the  army  and  militia  during  the 
years  1814  and  1815. 

Mr.  LowNDEB  explained  briefly  the  object  of 
the  bill.  The  deficiency  in  the  present  year's  ap- 
propriations, arose  from  the  error  in  estimating 
the  expense  at  four  millions  only,  barely  enough 
for  the  support  of  ten  thousand  men,  when,  in 
fact,  for  the.  principal  part  of  the  first  two  quar- 
ters of  the  year  more  than  four  times  that  num- 
ber ought  to  have  been  provided  for.  The  de- 
ficiency of  preceding  years,  it  was  well  known, 
was  caused  by  the  heavy  expenses  of  large  detach- 
ments o£  militia,  exceeding  the  estimate  which 
had  been  made,  dbc.  Mr.  L.  handed  to  the  Chair, 
for  the  information  of  the  House,  the  following 
letter  from  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  which  was  read: 

Abjkt  Pat  Omcs, 
CxTT  01  Wasbivotov,  Dee.  16^  1815. 

8im :  Fiom  (he  best  calculations  I  have  been  able  to 
make^  the  defideney.of  appropriatiflimi  lor  the  regular 
MiUtary  Establishment  for  the  year  1814,  may  be  esti- 
mated at  eight  hundred  thousand  doUam,  namely: 

On  account  of  pay •616,000 

On  account'  of  subsistence  of  officers,  in- 
cluding their  private  servants  -        -       85,000 
On  acoonnt  of  retained  bounties  to  recruits     100,000 

$800,000 


And  for  the  year  1815,  at  one  mSUjon  seven  hundred 
thousand  doUars,  namely : 

On  account  of  pay •  1,^60,000 

Oa  account  of  the  subsistence  of  officers, 

indndii^  their  private  servants     •       -       150,000 
Oa  account  of  retained  bounties  to  recmits      300|000 

•1,700,000 


Forming  an  aggregate  aneange  for  these  two  yearc 
of  two  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  vis: 

On  account  of  pay •1,865,000 

On  account  of  the  subsistence  of  officers, 

including  their  private  servants     -        -      385,000 
On  account  of  retained  bounties  to  recruits      400^000 


•S,600/)P0 


A  further  sum  of  three  million  five  hundred  thott* 
sand  dollars  is  also  estimated  to  meet,  in  part,  the  out- 
standing daims  of  militia,  volunteers,  ana  Indian  war« 
riors,  heretofore  called  into  the  service  of  the  Unitad 
States,  exdostve,  however,  of  the  claims  of  certain 
States  for  expenditures  upon  their  militia,  which  are 
not  yet  duly  recognised  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States.  It  may  be  classed  as  follows : 
On  account  of  pay  -  •  -  •S^Ofi^OQO 

On  account  of  the  subsistence  of  officeis, 

induding  their  private  servants     -        -      St65j000 
On  account  of  forage,  of  the  horses  of  of- 
ficers only   60,000 

On  account  of  the  dothlng  of  officers'  pri- 
vate servants 80,090 


•3,500,000 


To  give  you  a  more  condensed  view  of  the  ^ 
statements,  the  following  recapitulation  is  submitted: 

Pay  of  regular  troops      -        -    1,865,000 
Pay  of  militia,  dsG  -        -        •    3,006^000 

4,960,000 

Subsistence  of  regular  troops  -       385,000 
Subsistence  of  militia,  dec.      •       365,000 


Fonge  of  militia,  6te.      .... 

Clotldng  of  militia,  dee.    .... 

Betained  bounties  to  recruits  for  the  regular 

service 


500,000 
60,060 
80,000 

400,000 

•6^000/NM 


I  am,  vety  respectAiUy,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

ROBBRT  BRBNT, 

Paymtuter  U,  8.Army. 
Hon.  Wx.  H.  CaAwronn, 

Secretory  of  War. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lownde8,  the  blanks  in  the 
bill  were  so  filled  as  to  embrace  the  following  ap» 
propriations : 

For  the  Quartermaster's  department  •  •850^000 
For  the  itay  of  the  army  and  militia  -  -  6^617,060 
For  the  eubsislence  of  the  army  and  militia    ^810,873 

For  forage 60,080 

Fordotliing. 108»000 

For  bounties  and  premiums  ...  400,000 
For  the  Medical  and  Hospital  departments       100,080 

For  fortifications 300,0^ 

For  the  Ordnance  department  ...       140,000 

Mr.  Sharpe  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  the 
words  "  during  the  years  1814  and  1815,"  on  the 
ground  that  the  insertion  of  these  years  would 
exclude  claims  of  prior  date,  which  he  knew  to 
be  yet  unsaiisfied,  though  recognised  by  the  Qoy- 
ernment  as  just;  among  these,  he  particularly 
mentioned  the  case  of  the  men  who  served  in 
Qenwal  Hopkins's  expedition.    He  presumed  it 
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to  be  the  iotention  of  the  bill  to  include  all  claims 
remainiDg  unpaid;  with  which  object  the  lan- 
guage of  the  bill  did  not  correspond. 

Mr.  Lowndes  disarowed  any  iotention  to  ex* 
elude  any  just  claims  from  payment;  nor  did  be 
think  such  would  be  the  effect  of  the  present  phra- 
seology. The  accounts  of  the  department  were 
kept  under  a  general  head  for  each  item,  without 
makinj^  any  discrimination  as  to  the  date  of  its 
becoming  due.  These  appropriations  would  of 
course  go  to  the  general  beads,  and  be  equally 
aubiect  to  all  claims,  of  whaterer  date. 

Mr.  Sharpb  replied,  but  his  motion  was  over- 
ruled by  the  House  by  a  majority  of  two. 

The  bill  baring  been  reported  to  the  House, 
Mr.  Sharpb  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  to 
give  an  opportunity  to  ascertain  from  the  War 
Department  the  fact  in  relation  to  outstanding 
claims  prior  to  1814;  but  aAer  some  conversation 
this  motion  was  withdrawn ;  and| 

By  consent  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  bill  was  so 
amended  by  the  House  as  to  read,  **dunnff  the 
late  war,"  instead  of  "during  the  years  1814  and 
1815." 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  was  subsequently  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 


Tuesday,  December  19. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  and  John  Clifford,  Elisba  Fisher 
4t  Co.,  Thomas  Clifford,  and  Thomas  Clifford 
and  Son  ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  detailed  report  on  the  petition  of  Jona- 
than B.  Eastman,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr. 
Y.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  B. 
Eastman,  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Yancey  made  a  report  in  detail  upon  the 

Gtitioo  of  Jabez  Hull,  which  was,  read,  when 
r.  Y.  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jabez 
Hull,  which  was  read  twice,  tojrether  with  the 
report  last  aforesaid,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Yancey  also  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  payment  for  properly  lost,  captured,  or  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  while  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Reynolds  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  read  and  rejected  by  the 
House : 

Ruohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Pnblic  Lands  be 
instnictod  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing 
the  price  of  pobiic  lands,  and  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Easton^  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  bv 
bim  yesterday,  and  the  same  being  again  read, 
was  modified  and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

JUtolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 


Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing,  bjr  law,  for  better  regulating 
the  leasing  and  working  the  public  lead  mines 
and  salt  springs  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
in  such  manner  as  to  protect  the  lessees  in  the 
ouiet  enjoyment  of  their  leases,  and  to  enable  the 
Government  to  collect  its  rents. 


Wednesday,  December  20. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New  York, 
Victory  Birdbeye,  and  from  Kentucky,  Samuel 
McKee,  appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  were 
qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  HuLBERT  presented  a  petition  of  the  man- 
ufacturers of  cotton  foods  in  the  county  of  Berk- 
shire, and  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  that 
measures  may  be  adopted  to  preserve  and  en- 
courage the  cotton  manufacturing  establishments 
within  the  United  States. — Referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mf,  JoBNSON,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Afiairs,  reoorted  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  infirm,  disabled,  and  superannuatal 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
the  late  war,  and  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  time  being;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  llouae 
on  Monday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jona.  B. 
Eastman ;  which  was  passed  through  the  com- 
mittee and  ordered  to  oe  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jabez  Hull  took  the 
same  course,  after  some  debate  on  a  fruitless  at- 
tempt of  Mr.  Taylor  to  obtain  a  recommitment 
of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  make  it  more  com- 
prebensive. 


Thursday,  December  21. 

Two  members,  to  wit:  from  Rhode  Island, 
James  B.  Mason,  and  from  New  York,  Peter 
H.  Wendovbr,  appeared.,  produced  their  creden- 
tials, were  qoalifiea,  and  took  their  eeats. 

Mr.  HuLBERT  presented  a  petition  of  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  breeders  of  Merino 
sheep,  and  manufacturers  of  fine  woollen  cloths, 
residing  in  the  couniy  of  Berkshire,  and  State  or 
Massachusetts,  praying  that  such  measures  may 
be  adopted  as  will  afford  security  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  enterprise  in  which  they  are  en- 
gaffed. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Cfommeree 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  HoPKiMSON  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  the  es- 
Ubtishment  of  a  National  Bank. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  subject  of  an  Uniform  Na- 
tional Currency. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  Informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill 
"making  additional  appropriations  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  army  and  militia  of  the  United 
States  during  the  late  war,"  with  amendmenU, 
ia  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
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The  $aid  ameodiufsnts  were  then  read  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Caleb  Earl  and 
John  Keen,  of  Philadelphia,  who  pray  indemni- 
fication from  the  Government  for  the  loss  of  a 
Tessel;  which,  having  been  embarffoed,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy  at  Alexandria.  The  re- 
port recommended  that  '*  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners ought  not  to  be  granted ;"  and  was  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  Yancey  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  John  Armstrong,  of  Tennessee,  who  prays  to 
be  allowed  certain  commissions  on  internal  reve- 
nue collected.  The  report  is  adverse  to  his  prayer^ 
and  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Yancey  also  made  report  on  the  petition 
of  Mr.  John  King,  of  the  Northern  Neck  of  Vir* 
ginia,  who  prayed  that  his  house,  wantonly  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  in  one  of  their  predatory 
incursions  during  the  late  war,  (at  the  seme  time 
that  he  was  kidnapped  and  carried  ofi*  to  Hali- 
fax,) mav  be  rebuilt  by  Government.  The  re- 
port is  wholly  adverse,  on  principle,  to  the  prayer 
of  the  petition,  and  was  concurred  in. 

The  Speaker  laid  before,  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
an  annual  statement  of  the  duties  and  customs 
for  the  year  1814,  and  of  the  sales  of  public  lands 
for  the  year  ending  the  30(h  of  September,  1815 ; 
and  also  a  statement  of  tbe  proceeds  of  the  inter- 
nal duties  and  direct  tax,  stating  the  amount  due, 
and  the  amount  paid,  and  the  expenses  of  collec- 1 
tion,  in  each  collection  district  within  the  United 
Slates;  which  documents  were,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  MiLNOR,  all  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  enclosing  a  statement  of  moneys  trans- 
ferred from  certam  specific  appropriations  to 
other  objects  of  expenditure,  &c. 

Both  the  above  documents  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Tbe  engrossed  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Jonathan 
B.  Eastman,  and  the  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Jabez  HulL  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  and  John 
Clifford,  and  others,  of  Philadelphia,  was  taken 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  case,  as 
stated  by  Mr.  Nbwton,  is  one  in  which  the  Messrs. 
Clifford  have  paid  a  certain  sum  in  duties  on 
articles  which  the  Supreme  Court  has  since  de- 
cided were  not  dutiable  under  the  existing  laws. 
This  bill  is  to  enable  them  to  withdraw  from  the 
Treasury  the  moneys  thus  erroneously  paid.  The 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing. 

CONGRESSIONAL  RESBRYATION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  following  re- 
solve, submitted  by  him  a  few  days  ago  : 

Reiohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instractad  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropri- 
ating all  that  tract  of  land  known  by  the  name  of  the 
''Congrssaional  Reservation,"  lying  in  the  counties  of 
Maury  and  Giles,  in  the  8tate.of  Tennessee,  for  Ihe 


eztingnishment  of  the  Gerieme  land  warrants  issued 
by  the  State  of  Nortn  Carolina,  and  that  the  actnal 
occnpants  within  the  bounds  of  said  tract,  who  have 
been  living  on  said  land  on  the  first  day  of  Jannaij 
last  past  shall  have  a  preference  to  perfect  titles  there- 
to :  rrovided^  No  one  shall  be  permitted  to  appropri- 
ate more  than  six  hnndred  and  forty  acres,  nor  less 
than  fifty  acres,  of  land. 

This  motion  Mr.  Yanoby  proposed  to  amend, 
by  striking  out  the  whole,  exeept  the  word  "iKe- 
soineel,"  and  inserting  the  following,  in  lieu 
thereof: 

**  That  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropriating  so 
much  of  the-  land  lying  In  the  State  of  Tennessee* 
known  by  the  name  of  the  *  Congressional  Reserva- 
tion,' as  may  be  sufficient  to  eztingubh  the  claims  un- 
der land  warrants  issued  by  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina, agreeably  to  the  third  section  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  18th  of  Anil,  1806,  entitled  *An  act  to 
authoriae  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and 
perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described,  and  to 
settle  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  land 
within  the  same." 

Mr.  YaNCBY  supported  his  motion,  by  showing 
how  the  interest  of  North  Carolina  would  be  in- 
juriously affected  by  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
in  its  present  shape. 

Mr.  Rkynolds  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
amendment,  except  his  anxiety  that  those  per-, 
sons  who  had  settled  on  these  lands  seven  or  eight 
years,  and  to  this  day  been  undisturbed  by  the 
iGlovernment,  should  have  the  preference  in  pur- 
chasing. He  had  their  case  much  at  heart.  If 
ever  there  were  people  in  the  Union  entitled  to 
the  right  of  pre-emption,  it  was  those  people. 
They  formed  the  barrier  of  that  country.  They 
were  a  part  of  tbe  brave  men  that  defeated  the 
Creek  Indians;  and  even  partook  in  the  glory  of 
the  defence  of  Louisiana,  when  their  country  re- 
quired their  services.  Soeh  men  deserved  atten- 
tion from  Government.  But  being  also  anxiona 
for  tbe  other  object  of  his  motion,  and  there  ap- 
pearing to  be  an  objection  to  connecting  them, 
be  should  consent  to  the  amendment  now  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  Gaston  took  a  view  of  the  successive  laws 
of  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  the  United 
States,  on  the  subject  of  these  land  claims.  The 
State  of  North  Carolina,  in  parting  with  her 
rights  to  the  United  Sutes,  in  1803  or  1804,  had 
done  it  on  certain  conditions;  one  of  which 
was,  that,  in  obtaining  titlesMio  preference  should 
be  given  to  the  citizens  of  Tennessee  over  those 
of  any^  other  State.  It  was  therefore  immaterial, 
he  said,  what  were  the  particular  merits  of  the 
individuals  to  whom  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see  desired  to  secure  the  right  of  pre-emption.  If 
the  hands  of  Congress  were  tied  up  by  the  terms 
of  the  act  of  cession  of  North  Caroiink,  the  mer- 
its of  these  settlers  on  the  lands  would  not  avail 
to  establish  their  claim  to  pre-emption  rights. 

Mr.  RoBBBTsoN  thought  the  discussion  of  the 
claims  of  actual  settlers  to  rights  of  pre-emption 
to  be  at  this  time  premature,  as  not  properly  be- 
fore the  House.  lie  saw  no  objection  to  the  res* 
olution  now  proposed  to  be  amended. 


396 


fflSTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


396 


JL^ 


H.  OP  R. 


Roods  and  CanaU — Public  Landa. 


December,  1815. 


Mr.  PioKENs  spoke  io  fa?or  of  the  amendmeDt. 
The  State  of  North  Carolina  had  made  a  grant 
of  her  riffhts  in  an  act  containing  certain  condi- 
tions, and  requiring  the  assent  of  Congress  as  a 
preliminary.  The  assent  contained  in  the  act  of 
Oongfess  in  1806,  in  the  opinion  of  North  Caro- 
lina, was  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  her  preTious  aei ; 
and,  in  consequence  of  this  insufficiency,  she  bad 
repealed  her  first  act.  The  question,  whether 
this  repeal  was  valid  would  depend  on  the  ques* 
tion  whether  the  act  of  Congress  of  1806  con* 
tained  the  reserTationa  in  favor  of  North  Caroli- 
na, which  she  required  aa  the  eonditioos  of  the 
surrender  of  her  rights.  The  last  clause  of  the 
original  resolution,  which  the  gentleman  frota 
Tennessee  had  so  much  at  heart,  embraoed  a 
prfneiple  on  which,  in  his  opinion,  the  Congress 
nad  no  right  to  act,  North  Carolina  having  ex- 
pressly stipolated  against- it. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.TANCEY  was 
agreed  to ;  and,  thus  agreed  to,  the  resolution  was 
passed. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

Mr.  Darunoton  offered  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution : 

Beaohedt  That  the  committee  appointed  on  so  much 
cf  the  Prssident's  Message  as  relates  to  Roads  and  Ca- 
Bsia  be  instmetad  to  inqnin  into  the  expediency  of 
edclending  prompt  and  efficient  atd»  on  tbe  part  of  the 
General  Ctovemment,  to  the  company  incorporated  for 
the  pnxpose  of  cutting  a  canal  from  the  waters  of  the 
Ghesapeake  to  ^oee  of  the  Delaware,  commonly  called 
the  Ches^wake  and  Delaware  Canal. 

Mr.  Daeumotoh  said,  he  flattered  himself  that 
the  House  would  not  only  agree  to  the  resolution, 
but  act  effectually  on  the  subject  of  it  It  was 
fiuhionable,  he  added,  to  call  ourselves  an  en- 
lightened people.  He  was  not  disposed  to  con- 
trovert this  principle,  but  he  hoped  we  should,  by 
onr  acts,  sulwtantiate  our  claim  to  this  character. 
The  members  of  the  Gk»vernment  had,  he  be- 
Uoved,  been  made  sensible,  by  the  course  and 
cTents  of  the  war,  of  the  importance  of  inland 
communication,  and  he  hoped  they  would,  durioff 

Snce,  profit  by  their  experience,  and  give  It  aU 
e  aid  m  their  power. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  D.  was  agreed  to. 


I 


Friday,  December  ZL 

Mr.  CoNDioT  presented  a  petition  from  the 
Manufacturing  Association  of  New  Jersey,  pray- 
ing that  the  importation  of  cotton  fabrics  of  a 
coarse  texture  may  be  absolutely  or  virtually  pro- 
hibited.—Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Archer  presented  sundry  documents  in 
relation  to«the  election  and  return  of  Gteorge 
Baer  as  one  of  the  members  of  this  House  for 
the  State  of  Maryland,  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Erastos  Root,  praying  that  the  seat  of 
John  Adams,  whom  he  alleges  has  been  unduly 
returned  as  one  of  the  members  of  this  House 
for  the  State  of  New  York,  may  be  vacated  \  and 


that  he  may  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  House 
in  the  place  of  the  said  John  Adams. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice, transmitting  a  letter  from  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  and  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  at 
Kaskaskia,  accompanied  with  a  list  of  persons 
who  have  had  less  than  four  hundred  acres  con- 
firmed to  them,  and  a  statement  of  claims  for  do- 
nations as  heaos  of  families,  improvement  rights, 
and  militia  rights,  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Yancey  offered  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution.  It  appeared  to  him,  he  said, 
that  such  a  measure  as  it  embraced,  if  adopted, 
would  be  productive  of  much  good  to  the  nation 
and  to  the  House,  and  could  not  involve  any  vio- 
lation of  the  rights  of  individuals: 

JSefolsed^  That  the  rommiftae  to  whom  has  been  re- 
ferred the  revinon  and  amendment  of  the  lulea  and 
orders  of  the  Honae*  be  instnicted  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  adopting  a  rule  to  the  following  eflbct: 
That  after  a  claim  has  been  heard  upon  its  merits,  and 
rejected  by  the  House,  it  shall  not  be  refoired  to  a 
committee^  unless  the  member  presenting  tt  shall  state 
that  it  is  supported  by  additional  testimony,  which  in 
his  opinion  would  produce  a  difierent  decnion  of  the 
House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Hendbrson,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the 
following  resolution  for  consideration : 

Bemhed^  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
to  those  persons  claiming  public  lands  m  the  Missis- 
sippi  Territory  under  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Geor- 
gia, passed  January  7, 1796,  who  have  fiuled  to  com- 
promise and  make  a  settlement  of  their  daims  in  con- 
formity with  the  provirione  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
entitled,  an  act  for  the  indemnifioatiOB  of  certain 
daimanls  of  public  lands  in  the  IfissiaBippi  Tairitoiyy 
within  the  time  thesein  limited,  a  forther  time  to  ob- 
tain the  benefit  of  said  mentioBed  act 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  or  John  W.  Winn;  which  was  read  and 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  RoBBRTsoN,  also,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, made  a  favorable  report  on  the  petition  of 
C.  Markle,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief  > 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  RoBBRTSoif,  from  th^e  same  committee, 
made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands*  who  were  in- 
structed by  a  resolution  of  the  House  to  inqaire  info 
the  expediency  of  granting  rights  of  occupancy  and 
pre-emption  at  two  dollars  per  acre  to  all  sudi  persons 
as  shall  be  actually  seated,  on  the  Ist  dsy  of  October 
1816,  upon  any  section  of  land  obtained  by  tresty  or 
conquest  ftom  the  Cieek  nation  of  Indians  during  the 
late  war  i 

Report,  That,  fipom  the  year  1 786  to  the  present  time, 
laws  to  prevent  unautlvpriaed  individoals  from  settling 
on  the  public  and  unappropriated  lands  of  the  United 
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SUtefl  have  been  in  constant  openition ;  that  intnuiona 
on  Indian  landi  have  been  equally  forbidden;  that 
the  poliey  and  winlom  of  inch  laws  appear  to  be  nn- 
dMiiable.  If  those  by  whom  they  have  been  violated 
have  in  some  instances  been  vested  with  the  righto  of 
pre-emption,  yel  it  seems  clearly  impoUtie  to  hold  ont  in- 
vitatfona  to  a  ftirther  disregard  of  them.  The  ooni> 
mittae  are  not  aware  that  &e  system  in  this  respect 
requires  alteratkm  or  amendment  They  thereloM 
respectloUly  submit  the  following  resohition : 

keaohed.  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  righta  of 
occupancy  or  pre-emption  to  such  persons  aa  shall  set- 
tle on  the  public  lands  which  have  been  obtained  by 
treaty  or  conquest  from  the  Creek  Indians  during  the 
late  war. 

This  report  being  under  considerAtion — 
Mr.  Tbomab  opposed  the  report  with  much 
zeal,  as  well  on  the  ground  of  tne  expediency  of 
establishing  an  uDifofinity  in.  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  at  on  that  of  the  propriety  of  faror* 
iftg  those  whose  enterprise  and  spirit  first  should 
penetrate  the  wilderness  by  useful  settlemeats. 
These  points  he  illustrated  by  various  arguments, 
and  particularly  dwelt  on  the  importance  of  an 
earlv  settlement  of  that  frontier  country,  ^. 

Mr.  Robertson  replied  in  defence  of  the  re* 
port,  on  the  ground  of  the  impolicy  and  absurdity 
of  adopting  measures  that  sboula  encourage  the 
▼iolation  of  the  existing  laws  which  prohibit  un* 
licensed  settlements  on  the  public  lands.  The 
question  of  changing  the  mode  of  disposing  of 
the  public  landi«,  he  said,  was  yet  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  not,  therefore,  properly  before  the 
House,  though  it  soon  would  be.  Mr.  R.  made 
some  remarks  going  to  prove  the  aaxiety  of  the 
Governmeat  to  throw  this  land  into  market,  d^. 
(with  a  view  to  its  early  settlement,)  as  evinced 
by  the  progress  already  made  in  preparing  it  for 
that  purpose,  in  preference  to  other  lan&  that 
had  been  much  longer  in  possession  of  the  United 
Slates,  drC. 

WESTBRN  ROilDS. ' 

Mr.  Eabton,  after  a  number  of  remarks  going 
to  show  the  importance  of  the  object  he  had  in 
view  and  the  difficulty,  if  not  impossibility,  of 
its  being  executed  in  any  other  way  than  under 
the  authority  of  the  Gtovemment,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing instruction  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals: 

Ruohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  open- 
ing roads,  to  wit :  firom  Bhawneetown  to  Kaskaakias, 
in  Illinois;  from  &e  town  of  Hamilton  in  Ohio  to  Yin- 
oennes  in  Indiana,  thence  to  the  town  of  8t  Louis  in 
Missouri,  thence  by  the  way  of  Arkansas  to  the  north- 
ern boundary  line  of  the  iState  of  Louisiana. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

[The  foHowiDg  Is  the  plan  proposed  by  Mr. 
Easton,  in  his  observations  for  opening  and  im- 
proving roads:  The  President  of  the  United  Slates 
to  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  suitable  number  of 
commissioners  to  survey,  mark,  and  lay  out  the 
said  roads,  and  to  designate  the  places  where  it 
will  be  necessary  and  proper  that  persons  should 
settle,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  houses  of  en- 
tertainment for  accommodation  oftravellers  $  that 


the  Governors  or  Secretaries  of  the  respectiTe 
Territories  be  authorized  to  lease  to  an  Inhabitant 
who  will  settle  at  those  places,  a  tract  of  land 
not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  nor 
less  than  three  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  on  con- 
dition of  their  opening  and  keeping  in  repair  the 
road  for  the  distance  allotted  to  them  for  the  term 
of  ten  years,  which  allotments  shall  be  next  ad- 
joining the  lands  so  leased  to  them  respectively  ; 
and  at  the  expiration  of  the  leases,  the  lessees,  their 
heirs  or  assigns,  upon  satisfying  the  President  of 
the  United  States  for  the  time  being,  that  they 
have  fulfilled  the  conditions  of  the  leases,  respec- 
tively, shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  patent  for 
the  lands  so  leased  from  the  Government :  Pro* 
videdf  That  no  one  lessee  shall  be  required  to 
keep  the  road  in  repair  for  more  than  five  miles 
for  a  tract  of  three  hundred  and  twenty'  acres, 
nor  more  than  ten  miles  for  a  tract  of  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres ;  and  the  commissioners  in 
laying  out  and  marking  said  roads,  shall  report 
to  the  Governors  or  Secretaries  the  several  allot- 
ments specially,  specifying  in  what  allotments 
the  lessees  ought  to  be  entitled  to  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  and  in  what  allotmenu  they  will 
be  entitled  to  a  less  quantity  of  land<  and  to  what 
amount ;  which  said  allotments  shall  respectively 
be  numbered,  and  laid  down  upon  a  plat  of  the 
said  roads,  to  be  platted  by  the  surveyors  to  be 
employed  to  run  the  same;  one  copy  whereof 
shall  be  deposited  with  the  Governor  of  the  Ter- 
ritory in  which  the  road  shall  be,  and  other  copies 
of  the  plats  of  said  roads  to  be  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office.] 

PRIVATE  LOfiSBS  IN  8ERViOE,  dse. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yancet,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
authorizing  the  payment  for  private  property  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed,  whilst  in  the  service  of 
the  (Jnited  States,  during  the  late  war. 

Various  amendments  of  a  verbal  nature  were 
made  to  the  bill,  on  which  considerable  discussion 
took  place. 

The  most  earnest  discussion  took  place  on  mo- 
tions successively  made  by  Messrs.  Djbsba,  Thom- 
as, Wilde,  and  Clat,  to  amend  the  bill'so  as  to 
include  the  case  of  the  horses  belonging  to  those 
militia  who  captured  Proctor's  army,  that  were 
lost  in  consequence  of  their  riders  being  separated 
from,  and  crossing  the  lake  without  their  horses, 
which  were  lett  in  the  care  of  the  United  States^ 
officers. 

These  motions  were  advocated  by  the  above 
gentlemen,  and  olhers,and  opposed  by  Mr..YANOET 
and  others.  The  main  objection  of  them  was, 
that  the  daily  aJlovB^nce  (b^  the  act  of  1795)  to 
mounted  volunteers  and  militia,  for  the  use  of 
their  horses,  was  intended  to  cover  all  risks,  ex- 
cept those  incident  to  battle ;  and  that  the  acci- 
dents of  breaking  loose,  getting  mired,  dec.,  bv 
which  the  horses  in  question  were  lost,  weresucn 
as  were  intended  to  be  covered  bv  the  liberal  al- 
lowance of  forty  cents  per  day  lor  the  use  and 
risk  of  horses.    On  the  other  hand,  it  was  con- 
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tended,  with  force,  that  the  United  States,  ba?]og 
separated  the  rider  from  his  hor^e,  aod  assumed 
the  care  of  it,  was  liable  for  accideots  which  oc- 
carred,  geoerally,  in  coosequence  of  the  absence 
of  the  care  and  attention  bestowed  on  the  animal 
by  his  proprietor. 

No  one  of  the  amendments  on  this  subject  pre- 
vailed, all  of  them  being  negatived,  by  20  or  30 
majoritv. 

The  following  are  Mr.  Desha's  remarks  on  the 
above  bill: 

Mr.  Dbsba  said,  his  object  in  rising  was  to 
move  that  so  much  of  the  amendment,  proposed 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  the  bill  under  consideration,  as  relates  to  a 
deduction  of  forty  cents  per  day,  allowed  by 
the  act  of  1795,  for  the  use  and  risk  of  horses, 
should  be  struck  out.  He  flattered  himself,  that 
before  be  sat  down,  he  should  be  able  to  convince 
the  honorable  gentleman,  that  the  bill  with  his 
amendment,  unless  the  part  that  relates  to  the 
deduction  of  forty  cents  per  day  should  be  erased, 
was  partial  in  its  provisions,  and  manifestly  un- 
just, particularly  as  related  to  Governor  Shelby's 
volunteers,  who  were  separated  from  their  horses 
on  Lake  Erie,  in  the  Fall  of  1813.  The  bill,  as 
it  now  stands,  makes  provision  for  paying  for 
horses  lost,  in  consequence  of  the  failure^  on  the 
Dart  of  Government,  to  furnish  a  sufficiency  of 
forage,  without  any  deduction— neither  ought 
there  to  be  any.  This  is  just ;  but  how  does  it 
stand  in  relation  to  horses  lost  in  consequence  of 
the  owners  being  separated  from  them  by  order 
of  the  commanding  General,  as  was  the  case 
with  Governor  Shelby^s  men,  who,  under  the 
order  of  the  commanding  officer,  left  their  horses 
00  the  peninsula,  between  Sandusky  and  Port- 
age river,  crossed  the  lake  where  it  was  forty 
miles  widf»  principally  in  open  boats,  pursued 
the  enemy  upwards  of  a  hundred  miles  into  the 
interior  of  Canada,  overtook  them,  and  with  the 
aid  of  a  regiment  of  volunteers,  commanded  by 
my  worthy  colleague,  captured  Proctor's  army, 
and  defeated,  with  considerable  slaughter,  hosu 
of  the  savage  allies  of  Britain.  And  can  it  be 
said  that  these  men  did  not  render  as  important 
services  as  those  who  lost  their  horses  for  want 
of  forage.  Then  whv  this  deduction  of  forty 
cents  per  day,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
service?  It  is  partiality  in  the  extreme.  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  Government  is  bound, 
in  justice,  to  pay  for  all  horses  lost  at  Portage, 
by  accident  or  otherwise.  The  horses,  for  up- 
wards of  four  weeks,  were  virtually  and  indeed 
actually  in  possession  of  the  Government,  by  or- 
der of  lU  agent,  during  which  time  the  owners 
bad  no  control  over  them ;  men  were  left  to  take 
care  of  them,  and  to  prevent  them  from  breaking 
over  the  fence  made  across  the  peninsula.  Then 
Isay^in  law,  equity  and  justice,  that  all  lo:ses 
sustained  during  this  time,  the  Government  is 
bound  to  pay  for ;  and  to  refuse,  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  is  manifest  injostice. 

What  was  the  situation  on  your  borders  at  the 
time  the  volunteers  tendered  their  services?  Hull 
had  surrendered  up  an  army.    Winchester  had 


been  defeated  at  the  river  Raisin.  Dudley's  regi- 
ment was  cut  up  at  the  Rapids.  The  blood  of 
the  frontier  inhabitants  was  flowing  under  the 
tomahawk  and  scalping  knife.  Dismay  hovered 
on  your  borders.  Such  was  the  situation  when  the 
aged  and  patriotic  Shelby,  Grovernor  of  Kentucky, 
beat  up  for  rolooieers.  After  it  was  known  that 
he  would  head  them  in  person  and  lead  them 
against  the  enemy,  a  short  notice  produced  at 
the  place  of  reodeivoos,  thirty-five  or  six  bun* 
dred  volnoteers  prepared  to  follow  their  patriotic 
leader  into  Canada,  or  anywhere  else  where  they 
might  be  serviceable  to  their  country.  Pay  was 
scarcely  a  consideration  with  them;  yet  they 
could  not  believe  that  their  country  would  be 
ungrateful.  The  understanding  was,  that  if  their 
horses  were  lost,  Government  would  pay  for  them. 
The  quartermaster  general,  by  the  order,  and  un- 
der the  eye  of  the  Governor,  had  she  horses  val- 
ued by  disinterested  persons,  and  entered  in  a 
book  for  that  purpose,  copies  of  which,  I  believe, 
aredeposited  in  the  War  Department.  Underthese 
circumstances,  had  not  the  volunteers  a  right  to 
expect  remuneration  in  case  of  losses,  where  such 
losses  were  not  occasioned  through  any  neglect  on 
their  part — aod  will  Government  act  ungratefully 
towards  her  patriotic  sons  of  the  West,  who,  with 
other  exertions,  captured  a  whole  army,  with  the 
aid  of  my  colleague's  regiment,  and  wrested,  as  it 
were,  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife  from  the 
hands  of  hordes  of  savages,  by  giving  peace  to 
the  frontiers,  by  deducting  forty  cents  per  day 
from  the  hard-earned  wages  ot  men  who  ren- 
dered important  services,  and  in  doing  which 
they  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  their  horses?  Will 
we  by  this  act  verify  what  has  been  so  oAen 
said  by  the  enemies  of  free  Governments,  that 
Republics  are  always  ungrateful  7 

Mr.DBBBs  had  no  hesitation  in  believing,  that, 
if  every  horse  belonging  to  Governor  Shelby's 
volunteers  had  been  lost — and  the  number  lost 
was  inconsiderable — ^and  had  to  be  paid  for  by 
Government — it  was  still  a  saving  business  to  them; 
particularly  when  the  expense  of  transportation 
of  baggage  is  taken  into  consideration,  together 
with  the  importance  of  the  service  rendered,  as 
well  as  the  immense  amount  of  property  taxen 
from  the  enemy  on  the  Thames.  The  men  con- 
vened at  the  place  of  rendezvous  at  a  short  notice. 
It  would  have  taken  considerable  time  to  have 
procured  wagons  and  teams  for  the  transportation 
of  the  baggage.  It  would  have  taken  weeks  in 
marching  the  men  on  fool  upwards  of  three  hun- 
dred miles  to  the  lake,  and  much  difficulty  and 
time  to  have  gotten  the  baggage  wagons  thercL 
through  a  country  that  abounds  in  swamps  anil 
marshes.  Before  the  army  could  have  arrived,  un- 
der all  these  difficulties,  the  windy  season,  which 
commences  periodically  on  ihe  Lakes,  must  have 
set  in,  which  would  have  rendered  it  impossible 
for  the  army  to  have  crossed  over  in  the  kind  of 
craft  they  had  to  cross  in.  The  failure  of  the 
expedition  would  have  been  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence, and  the  expense  would  have  been  nearly 
equal  to  what  it  is  now,  when  success  attended 
our  arms.    The  desperate  devastations  and  mas- 
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aacres  of  the  savage  enemy  would  have  continaed 
another  season  on  our  borders.  The  Gorernment 
would  have  had  to  have  sent  more  men,  and  been 
subjected  to  the  expense  of  another  campaign, 
the  success  of  which,  independent  of  the  expense, 
would  have  been  more  doubtful,  as  the  enemy 
would  have  gotten  over  the  panic,  and  been  in  all 
probability  better  prepared  for  your  reception. 
Add  to  this  the  amount  of  property  taken  from 
the  enemy,  supposed  to  be  considerable — upwards 
of  a  million  of  dollars  in  value — in  munitions  of 
war ;  ordnance,  military  stores,  and  other  prop- 
erty, 

Mr.  D.  said,  when  all  these  things  were  consid- 
ered^ together  with  the  almost  incalculable  diffi- 
culties, toils,  hardships,  and  starvations,  that  had 
to  be  encountered  and  surmounted  on  the  expe- 
dition, Government  ought  not  to  hesitate  in  doing 
justice,  if  they  were  not  disposed  to  remunerate 
liberally.  But,  what  astonished  him  more  than 
anything  else,  was  the  extraordinary  opposition 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  who 
reported  this  bill,  to  granting  pay  for  lost  horses, 
and  the  want  of  his  usual  liberality  in  constru- 
ing the  act  of  1795,  which  allows  forty  cents  a 
day  for  the  use  and  risk  of  horses.  In  this  in- 
stance, the  honorable  sentleman  appears  not  to 
have  taken  the  use  of  horses  into  consideration, 
or  certainly  he  would  not  be  so  anxious  for  the 
deduction,  as  contemplated  in  his  amendment, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  service.  It  is 
certainly  a  laudable  principle,  that  of  holding  fast 
the  public  purse-strings;  but  this  ought  not  to  be 
the  first  consideration  with  a  politician:  justice 
ought  to  be  deemed  paramount  to  every  other 
consideration.  The  nonorable  gentleman  does 
not  feel  as  I  do  on  this  occasion ;  and  I  hare  no 
doubt  but  he  has  a  full  share  of  philanthropy  in 
his  composition.  It  must  be  ascribed  to  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  gentleman  having  been  sitting 
at  home  at  his  ease;  heard  the  account  of  our 
success,  and  no  doubt  was  highly  pleased  with  it ; 
and  probably  heard  of  some  of  the  difficulties  we 
had  to  encounter ;  but  it  slipped  by  like  the  pass- 
ing wind,  and  left  no  lasting  impression.  Ir  the 
gentleman  had  been  present,  and  witnessed  the 
toils  and  difficulties  that  had  been  encountered, 
he  perhaps  would  feel  the  same  sympathies  that 
I  feel,  and  would  think  with  me,  that  the  part  of 
his  amendment  that  relates  to  a  reduction  of  forty 
cents  per  day  ought  to  be  stricken  out;  and  that 
justice  demands,  and  sound  policy  dictates,  that 
Government  should  pay  for  the  horses  lost,  with- 
out any  deduction  ot  pay. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  with  several 
amendments,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  Tuesday  next. 


Tdesdat,  December  26. 

Another  member  to  wit:  from  Connecticut, 
Benjamin  Tallhadgb,  appeared,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Bradbury,  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
merchants  in  the  District  of  Maine,  praying  for 
he  establishment  of  a  National  Bank ;  and  Mr. 


HoPKtNsoN  presented  similar  petitions  from  sun* 
dry  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  an  Uniform  National 
Currency. 

Mr.  Mason  presented  a  petition  of  a  commit- 
tee appointed  by,  and  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of 
the  cotton  manufacturers  residing  in  Providence 
and  its  vicinity,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
praying  that  the  importation  of  ail  cotton  goods, 
(nankeens  excepted,)  the  production  of  places  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  may  be  prohibited ; 
and  that  such  additional  duties  may  be  laid  on 
cotton  goods  of  a  coarse  texture,  imported  from 
other  countries,  as  will  give  to  the  petitioners  the 
necessary  protection  and  encouragement. 

Mr.  HoPKiNaoN  presented  a  petition  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  manufacturers  of  cotton  and  woollen 
goods  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  its  vicinity, 
praying  that  additional  duties  may  be  imposed 
on  the  importation  of  woollen  manufactures,  and 
that  a  duty  of  twedty-five  per  cetitum  ad  valorem 
may  be  imposed  on  the  importation  of  cotton 
goods  from  foreign  countries. — Referred  to  the 
([Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  copies  of  a  proc- 
lamation notifying  the  Convention  concluded 
with  Great  Britain  on  the  3d  day  of  July  last, 
recommending  to  Congress  such  leffislative  pro- 
visions as  the  Convention  may  call  for  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Afiairs. 

An  engro«sed  bill  entitled  ^^An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  and  John  Clifibrd,  Elisha  Fisher 
and  Company,  Thomas  CUfiord,  and  Thomas 
Clifford  and  Son,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Ro8S| 

Besolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  tirtbe  House^  anything, 
and  what,  has  been  done  in  pursuance  of  the  aet 
of  Congress,  of  the  18th  of  April,  1814,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  a  subscription  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  distribution  there- 
of," and  if  anything  has  occurred  to  delay  or  prf- 
vent  the  preparation,  execution,  or  distribution  of 
the  work,  to  whom,  or  tu  what  cause,  it  is  attri- 
butable. 

MILITARY  ACADEMIES. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  "  making 
provision  for  three  additional  Military  Acade- 


mies. 


» 


[This  bill  proposes  that  there  shall  be  established 
three  additional  Military  Academies;  one  within 
the  District  of  Columbia ;  one  at  Mount  Dearborn, 
in  South  Carolina ;  and  one  in  the  vicinity  or 
Newport,  at  the  junction  of  the  Ohio  and  Lick- 
ing rivers,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  with  the  same 
establishment  of  officers,  and  under  the  same  regu- 
lations generally  as  the  present  Militarv  Acade- 
my;  the  number  of  cadets  in  the  several  Military 
Academies  never  to  exceed  in  the  whole,  the 
number  of  eight  hundred.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 
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CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Taylob  of  New  York,  from  the  Comroit- 
ttee  of  Elections,  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Erastus  Root,  coDtestiog  the  election  of  John 
Adams,  a  member  returned  to  serve  in  this  House. 

The  report  states,  that  Mr.  Adams  was  returned 
in  consequence  of  the  error  committed  by  the 
deputy  clerk  of  Green  county,  Tone  of  the  two 
composing  that  Congressional  district,)  who,  in 
copying  the  polls,  spelt  the  name  Rott  instead  of 
Boot,  whereby  576  of  his  votes  were  vitiated, 
which  left  a  majority  to  Mr.  Adams,  who  was 
therefore  returned.  The  committee  report  that 
Mr.  Root  had  in  fact  the.  majority  of  votes,  as  ap- 
peared by  evidence  before  them,  and  was  admit- 
ted by  Mr.  Adams.  The  committee  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 

'<  Reaohedi  That  John  Adams  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat 
in  this  House. 

^Meaobfed,  That  Eiastus  Boot**  entitled  to  a  seat 
in  this  HoQse." 

The  report  was  further  explained  by  Mr.  Tay- 
LOE,  and  DO  objection  having  been  made  to  it  on 
any  part,  it  was  agreed  to,  nenk  con. 

Mr.  Root  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat. 


Wednebdat,  December  27. 

Mr.  KiHG,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  the  York  Cotton  Factory  Company,  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetu,  praying  that  such 
protection  and  encouragement  may  be  extended 
to  the  manufacturing  establishments  within  the 
United  States,  as  may,  in  the  wisdom  of  Congress, 
seem  meet  and  proper. — Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  RoBB  presented  petitions  of  sundry  inhabi- 
tants of  the  counter  of  Lehigh,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the  several  acts  im- 
posing duties  on  distilleries,  on  domestic  manu- 
lactures,  and  on  retailers,  may  be  repealed,  and 
that  the  direct  tax  may  be  augmented. 

Mr.  Pleasants  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  resolution  requesting  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  present  medals  to 
Captam  James  Biddle,  and  the  officers  of  the 
sloop-of-war  Hornet ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  Uie  Whole  on  Fri- 
day next. 

Mr.  Pleasants  also  reported  a  bill  rewarding 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop-of-war  Hornet, 
for  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  British 
sloop-of-war  Penguin;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Friday  next. 

Mr.  Thomas,  after  stating  that  a  distinction 
not  intended  by  the  Government,  now  existed  in 
the  laws  between  soldiers  of  the  usual  military 
age,  and  those  enlisted  above  and  below  it,  under 
a  law  passed  at  a  late  period  in  the  war.  moved 
the  following  resolution: 

JUaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
donations  of  an  himdred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  to  all 
penMns  under  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  over  that  of 


forty-five  yean,  enlisted  as  regular  soldieri  in  the  Army 
of  die  United  States  to  serve  for  fire  yean,  or  during 
the  lale  war,  and  who  have  or  shall  reeeive  an  honora- 
ble disdiarge. 

The  motion  was  aereed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  equitable  liquidation 
of  all  claims  against  the  Quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, for  rations  and  forage  furnished  to  any  of 
the  troops  of  the  United  States,  either  volunteers, 
militia,  or  regulars  by  a  citizen  whose  accounts 
or  vouchers  are  informal. 

PRIVATS  L088B8  IN  SSRVICB,  dec 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  bill  making  compensation  for  pro- 
perty lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  said 
amendments  being  again  read,  were  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Tancbt,  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  said  bill  by  inserting  the  fol- 
lowing section : 

8x0.  3.  And  be  it  fwriher  enaeted.  That  any  pei^ 
ton,  whether  of  cavalry,  BMuated  a^itia,  or  volon- 
teers,  who,  in  the  late  war  aforesaid,  has  auatained 
damage  hj  the  losa  of  a  horse,  in  oonaequence  of  the 
owner  bemg  disn^ounted,  or  separated  and  detached 
from  the  same,  by  order  of  the  commanding  officer, 
or  in  consequence  of  the  rider  being  killed  or  wounded 
in  battle,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  valne  of  such 
horae,  at  the  time  he  was  received  into  the  public  ser^ 
vice;  deducting  therefrom  the  amount  which  has  been 
paid,  oit  may  be  claimed,  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the 
same^  while  in  the  serrice  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Desha  moved  to  strike  out  the  latter  clause 
of  this  proposed  amendment,  which  he  considered 
unjust  as  well  as  ungenerous. 

Afr.  Johnson  said,  the  character  of  the  men, 
immediately  interested  in  this  subject,  had  the 
strongest  claim  upon  the  justice  of  Cfongr^ss.  The 
farmers  and  mechanics,  and  men  who,  generally 
speaking,  gained  a  livelihood  b^  labor ;  men  who 
had  lived  in  domestic  ease,  quiet,  and  happiness, 
until  called  upon  to  defend  tbe  soil  and  the  rights 
of  their  country ;  men  in  moderate  circumstances, 
and  many  of  them  really  poor,  flocked  to  your 
standard — virtuous,  valiant,  and  patriotic.  They 
never  aimed  at  power,  and  authority,  and  distinc- 
tion, save  that  which  has  arisen  from  the  glory 
they  have  acquired  from  their  valiant  deeds,  and 
having  by  their  toils  and  sufferings  elevated  the 
character  of  the  nation  to  the  highest  pinnacle, 
are  satisfied  to  retire  to  private  life  to  enjoy,  under 
the  shade  of  the  vine  and  the  fig  tree,  riehts  and 
privileges  which  they  have,  with  others,  defended. 
These  are  the  men  who  must  be  affected  by  the 
decision  of  this  question ;  these  are  the  men  who 
ask  for  justice,  not  charity,  although  thev  believe, 
that,  upon  this  principle,  an  appeal  would  not  be 
vain.  This  bill  makes  unjust  distinctions.  Cases 
of  hardships  are  omitted.  Horses  lost  in  battle, 
from  unavoidable  casualty,  should  be  classed  with 
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hones  killed  in  battle.  No  reason  can  be  given 
why  the  distinction  should  be  made.  It  is  a  dis- 
tinction without  difference.  Justice  discards  any 
such  rale.  Why  pay  for  horses  killed  in  battle  ? — 
becaifse  the  risk  is  no  ordinary  one,  bat  extraor- 
dinary. The  same  reason  will  embrace  horses 
lost  in  battle.  In  each  ease  Congress  is  bound  in 
justice  and  good  policy  to  remunerate  the  suf- 
fefers. 

Again,  the  bill  provides  for  the  payment  of 
horses  lost  for  want  of  forage ;  this  is  a  very  im- 
portant povision,  founded  in  justice,  arising  from 
an  implied  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  pay  damages  resulting  from  a  failure  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  furnish  forage,  which 
was  one  condition  upon  which  the  mounted  vol- 
unteer undertook  to  serve  his  country ;  and  if  it 
was  impracticable  to  comply  with  this  positive 
stipulation,  and  chat  is  admitted,  the  misfortune 
should  not  rest  upon  the  citizen  soldiers,  but  on 
€k)vernment.  But,  Mr.  J.  said,  a  case  as  strong 
as  either  of  the  others,  preseatea  itself  for  consid* 
eration,  the  payment  for  horses  lost  where  the  rider 
was  dismounted  by  order  of  the  commanding 
General.  Take  the  memorable  case  of  Governor 
Shelby  and  his  gallant  corps.  Here  again  the 
principles  of  policy  and  justice  plead  for  remune- 
ration ;  the  reason  is  obvious,  an  act  of  Govern- 
ment produced  the  result.  The  horses  were  in 
this  case  lost  by  an  order  of  the  commanding 
General,  without  any  fault  or  negligence  in  the 
mounted  volunteer.  Can  there  oe  a  stronger 
case  ?  It  may  be  strengthened,  it  mav  be  placed, 
not  only  on  the  order  it  the  commander,  nut  on 
the  intrinsic  merit  of  that  order.  What  causes 
produced  this  order  ?  The  impossibility  of  riding 
over  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  necessity 
of  pursuing  the  enemy.  If  the  President  and  his 
Cabinet  bad  been  there,  would  the  order  have 
been  sanctioned  ?  If  Congress  had  been  there, 
would  Congress  have  sanctioned  the  order  ?  These 
inquiries  need  no  answer.  Then,  upon  what  prin- 
ciple can  these  claims  be  rejected,  and  all  similar 
claims  ?  for  the  argument  will  apply  to  all  other 
cases.  But  the  case  may  yet  be  strengthened. 
In  the  result  of  the  measure — in  the  destruction 
of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter — compare  the  la- 
bors of  these  men  with  the  paltry  sum  which  will 
be  expended  in  paying  for  a  few  lost  horses.  A 
provision  has  been  reported  to  give  these  men  pay 
for  their  horses,after  deduction  forty  cents  per  oay, 
which  the  law  gave  them.  The  proposition  con- 
tains a  most  manifest  injustice.  The  value  of 
the  horse,  and  the  ordinary  risk  of  the  horse,  were 
worth  forty  cents  per  day ;  and,  notwithstanding, 
it  is  proposed  to  take  away  that  which  Govern- 
ment contracted  to  give  the  mounted  volunteer. 
Did  the  Government  have  to  use  coercion  ?  No, 
thousands  flocked  to  the  standard  of  their  country 
in  the  hour  of  peril,  not  doubting  in  times  of 

I»eace  they  should  meet  with  at  least  justice  if  not 
iberality.  Such  was  the  confidence  of  the  Amer- 
ican people.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  confidence 
was  well  founded ;  that  this  just  expectation  will 
be  realized.  But.  Mr.  J.  said,  members  seemed 
to  want  correct  information  as  to  the  services  and 


value  of  the  horse  of  a  mounted  volunteer.  It 
dispensed  with  all  the  expensive  train  of  bagaage 
wagons  and  provision  escorts.  It  saved  thou- 
sands to  the  United  States,  at  the  moment  that  it 
enabled  the  commanding  officer  to  protect  invaded 
frontiers,  to  pursue  the  enemy,  and  force  him  to 
battle  or  surrender. 

In  many  parts  no  other  force  woald  have  done ; 
the  forces  never  disappointed  expectation,  and 
Congress  should  not  hesitate  on  this  occasion  to 
be  just  if  not  liberal. 

The  feelings  of  gratitude  and  juatiee  should  be 
towards  those  people ;  they  demand  no  indemnity 
for  the  common  calamities  of  war ;  by  the  wanton' 
destruction  of  private  property  by  the  enemy,  the 
sacking  of  towns,  burning  of  houses; — no  such 
claims  are  set  up ;  the  Government  had  no  agency 
in  these  injuries.  These  barbarities  were  not 
produced  by  any  official  act  of  the  Govemnent 
The  nation  cannot  foiset  the  sorrows  of  these 
men,  and  Che  nation  will  demand  good  cause  for 
a  refusal  on  our  part  to  pay  then.  A  few  dava 
ago  the  merit  of  these  men  was  presented  atrongly 
to  the  affections  of  this  nation.  Their  servieca 
will  not  be  fbrgotten  ;  their  sufferings  were  great 
and  their  separation  from  their  horses  produced 
much  hardship,  and  was  the  cause  of  the  loss  of 
their  property,  and  Government  cannot  refuse 
remuneration. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Virginia,  spoke  at  length,  as  well 
as  Mr.  Dbbba,  in  favor  of  the  first  part  of  the  pro- 
posed new  section,  and  against  the  proviso. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Dbbba  was  opposed  bv  Mr. 
Yamobt,  who  said,  if  it  were  adopted,  he  snould 
be  compelled  to  vote  against  his  own  amendment. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Debba's  motion  was  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  For  his 
atnendment  54,  against  it  83,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Adgate,  Baer,  Baker,  Barbour,  Bas- 
■ett,  Birdseve,  BrookB,  Bornaide,  Caldwell,  ChappeO, 
Claike  of  North  Carolina,  Clendennln,  Clopton,  Corn- 
stock,  Creighton,  Darlington,  Dedia,  Forney,  Oriflin, 
Hahn,  Heister,  Henderson,  Hangeribrd,  Irwin  of  Penn- 

Slvania,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  VDginia,  Johnson  of 
entncky,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Love,  McCoy,  McKoe, 
McLean  of  Keatncky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Moore  of 
South  Carolina,  Newton,  Parris,  Powell,  Reynolds, 
Roaoe,  BoberlBon,  Boss,  Scheaek,  Smith  of  Viigfaua, 
Southard,  Tanl,  Taytor  of  South  CaroliBa,  ThoaaSt 
Townsend,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  Jeraey,  Wendo- 
ver,  Whiteside,  WUlooghby,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats— Meosw.  Alexander,  Areher,  Atherton,  Bay- 
lies, Betts,  Birdsall,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brackeiiridge, 
Biigham,  Brown,  Burwell,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Champion, 
Chipman,  Clayton,  Condict,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Cath- 
bert,  Davenport,  Foiay  th,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Gold,  Gros- 
▼enor.  Hall,  Hammond,  Hawes,  Herbert,  Hopkinson, 
Hulbert,  Ingham,  Jewett,  Kent,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Langdon,  Law,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Lyon,  Maclay,  Marsh, 
Mason,  Mayrant,  Mills,  Milnor,  Mofit,  Nelson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Noyes,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Reed, 
Rice,  Root,  Rnggles,  Sergeant,  Savage,  Shefby,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvania,  Stanford,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tate,  Telfair,  Vose,  Wheaton, 
Wilcox,  WUde,  Wilkin,  Williams,  WilUam  WOson, 
Woodwsid,  Tanoey,  and  Yates. 
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eeive  will  merely  be  a  eompeosation  for  senrices 
rendered.  The  bill,  therefore,  is  more  of  a  mili- 
tary than  charitable  character,  and  is  not  meant 
as  a  substitute  for  the  pension  system. 

Mr.  WiLDB  moTed  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  afford  the  benefit  of 
its  provisions  to  such  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States  as  have  actually  serred  in  war,  and  who 
hare  incurred  disability  by  wounds  or  diseases 
contracted  during  their  term  of  serrice.  This 
motion  he  supported  by  arguments  drawn  from 
the  merits  of  the  militia  thus  disabled,  and  the 
injustice  of  making  a  discrimination  in  faror  of 
reffolars. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  roee  and  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House.  No  opposition  was  made 
to  any  of  the  amendments  to  tne  bill,  eieept  the 
one  last  mentioned,  which  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
HuoBR,  who  drew  a  distinction  between  the  reg- 
ulars and  militia,  whom,  he  said,  he  had  rather 
see  provided  for  in  any  other  way*  The  amend- 
ment was  defended  by  Mr.  Wilde  and  Mr. 
Johnson,  and  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  question  whether  the  bill  should  pass 
to  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  CoKNBB  said  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  rise  on 
this  occasion.  He  coincided  with  the  sentiments 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  was  an  improper  amendment;  that  its 
effect  was  to  mix  corps  which  should  be  kept  dis- 
tinct, or  destroy  that  eeprit  ciu  eorpt  which  should 
ever  prevail  in  an  army.  However,  as  the  evil 
effects  of  the  amendment  in  operation  might  not 
be  very  great,  he  would  vote  for  the  bill  in  its 

S resent  &ape  rather  than  it  should  not  pass. 
Ir.  C.  said,  he  believed  the  passage  of  that  bill 
depended  on  whether  motives  of  humanity,  poli- 
cy, and  justice,  should  prevail  over  those  of  a 
merely  pecuniary  nature^  and  he  trusted  that 
that  point  would  not  for  a  moment  remain  doubt- 
ful in  this  honorable  body.  It  was  humane,  and 
coincident  with  the  dictates  of  the  wisest  policy, 
that  hospitals  be  erected  in  the  Ticinity  of  the 
operations  of  armies,  for  the  reception  of  the 
wounded.  Certainly  the  same  humanity  and 
wisdom  dictated  that  corps  of  invalids  or  hospi- 
uls  for  invalids  be  organized  for  the  protection  of 
those  brave  men  who  had  been  crippled  in  their 
country's  service, and  who  have  thus  been  disabled 
from  application^  or  procuring  the  means  of  sup- 
port. In  his  opmion  the  Qovernment  would  be 
equally  censurable  for  the  neglect  of  the  one  as 
a  General  would  be  for  the  wanton  abandonment 
of  the  other.  This  bill,  while  it  provided  for  that 
object,  would  have  the  further  highly  beneficial 
ellect  of  rendering  disposable,  for  active  opera- 
tions in  the  field,  a  force  of  nearly  the  amount 
contemplated  by  the  bill,  which  would  otherwise 
be  employed  in  garrison  duty.  A  variety  of  con- 
siderations might  be  urged  which  would  go  to 
demonstrate  that  this  subject  is  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  interests  of  the  Army,  with  cre- 
ating a  martial  spirit,  and  affording  inducements 
and  means  of  a  rapid  augmentatioo  of  our  Military 


Bstablishment  in  timesof  danger  and  emergency. 
The  Duke  of  Sullv  had  recorded,  as  one  of  the 
finest  strokes  of  policy,  and  as  one  of  the  greatest 
evidences  of  the  masterly  mind  and  benevolent 
heart  of  Henry  IV,  his  establishment  of  a  hos- 
pital for  invalids.  But  Mr.  C«  forbore  from  urg- 
ing such  considerations,  because  he  appiehended 
that  argumenu  which  bad  for  their  object  the 
interest,  or  tended  to  demonstrate  the  efficiency 
of  regular  armies,  would  have  but  little  weight 
with  the  honorable  body  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber. Last  Winter,  indeed,  when  danger  was  im- 
minent, when  the  Constitution  was  tottering  on 
its  base,  when  the  great  central  power  which 
holds  together  these  federative  bodies  was  so  hx 
weakeiiM,  that  there  was  danger  and  expectation 
of  some  of  them  beinjg;  hurled  from  their  respect- 
ive orbits,  it  was  considered  that  the  national  arm 
should  be  Invigorated ;  that  militia  was  inefficient 
but  for  the  purpose  of  internal  defence ;  that  we 
should  have  system  and  organization;  that  in 
peace  we  should  be  prepared  for  war.  Such,  said 
Mr.  C.  were  popular  sentiments  in  that  honora- 
ble body  when  the  storm  was  at  its  height.  But 
suddenly  it  was  hushed;  there  was  a  calm;  all 
apprehension  of  danger  or  disquiet  had  vanished ; 
there  were  to  be  no  more  "  wars  or  rumors  of 
wars;"  eternal  sunshine  was  seen  to  gleam 
through  the  vista  of  futurity.  He  confessed  that 
he  was  not  a  convert  to  the  faith  of  this  political 
millenium.  He  saw  it  not  in  our  extended  do- 
main, which  embraced  every  clime,  nor  in  our 
rich  commerce,  which  covered  every  sea.  and  ex- 
cited the  jealousy  and  cftpidity  of  modern  Bu- 
tope.  And  he  thought  he  discovered  more  than 
'*a  speck  of  war^  when  he  beheld  a  nation,  pow- 
erful in  finance  and  in  arms,  a  natural  rival,  with 
strong  incentives  to  hostility, and  wedded  to  war, 
hanging  like  a  dark  and  threatening  cloud  on  our 
North  and  West.  In  short,  his  limited  knowledge 
of  human  nature,  and  the  annals  of  past  times, 
led  him  to  conclude,  that  with  brighter  auspices, 
indeed  with  towering  auspices,  we  were  d^tined 
to  the  same  collisions  as  other  nations,  to  conteats 
protracted  and  severe.  But  whatever  might  be 
the  views  of  that  honorable  body  as  to  the  policy 
of  this  measure,  either  as  it  regarded  the  Army 
or  the  general  interests  of  the  cocintry,  he  hoped 
at  least  that  jostiee  would  prevail.  He  hoped  by 
the  passage  of  the  bill  that  they  would  bind  up 
the  soldiers  wounds.  That  honorable  centleman 
from  Kentucky,  (pointing  to  Colonel  Johnson,) 
who  had  received  severe  wounds  while  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  well  knew,  that  although 
to  the  soldier's  mind  death  is  divested  of  his  ter- 
rors in  the  field,  yet  the  reflection  of  being  n 
maimed  and  crippled  object,  without  the  means 
of  application  or  support,  unhonored,  forgot,  or 
known  only  as  an  object  of  contumely,  that  calls 
forth  indignation  or  affected  pity,  that  excites  dis- 
^st,  was  a  terrible  consideration.  The  noblest 
teelings  of  the  heart  are  trampled  on ;  wounds, 
which  should  be  badses  of  honor,  become  monu- 
ments of  dis^ce.  Let  ua,  said  Mr.  C,  by  the 
pa88ag:e  of  this  bill,  diveat  the  mind  of  such  ha- 
nilifttiDg  fears,  na  iaapire  the  defender  of  hia 
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eoQBtry's  rights  while  eoeouoif  ring  disease,  bard- 
ship^  and  danger  ia  the  field,  with  this  consoliag 
aivuraoce,  that,  if  killed,  he  would  reeeire  the 
benedictioQ  of  his  God ;  if  wounded,  he  would  be 
cheered  with  the  smiles  of  his  Groveroment  and 
country. 

The  bill 'was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 


Fbiday,  December  29. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Marylsnd, 
Albzandeb  C.  Hanson,  appeared,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified/  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Speakeb  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
that  the  fractional  sections  of  public  land  in  that 
Territory  may  be  'subdivided. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Spbakbb  also  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
that  the  officers  and  men  who  served  under  Lieu- 
leoant  Colonel  Nixon  and  Major  Hinds  may 
receire  payment  for  their  serTiees. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Arrangements  of  Militia  Ez« 
peoses  incurred  by  States  without  authority  of 
the  General  Government. 

The  Spbakeb  also  presented  another  petition 
of  the  Legislature  aforesaid,  praying  that  the  said 
Territory  may  be  erected  into  a  State  govern- 
ment, and  that  such  State  may  be  admitted  into 
the  Onion. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Spbakeb  psesented  another  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Territory  aforesaid,  praying 
that  such  inhabiunts  of  their  Territory  as  may 
have  sofiered  losses  by  the  hostile  Indians,  may  be 
remunerated  by  grants  of  land  out  of  the  tracts 
lately  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  said  In- 
dians.— Referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on 
x\kt  14(h  instant,  on  a  similar  petition  from  the 
said  Leifislature. 

Mr.  Yanceyi  from  the  Committee  of  Clalmi, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  William  Morris- 
sett,  which  was  read  \  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Stamfobo,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  revise  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  made 
a  report,  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next* 

Mr.  BiBDBALL,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  Henry  Fanning,  by  leave  of  the 
House  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Fan- 
oing;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  ^*An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  infirm,  disabled,  and  superannuated  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  the  late 
war,  and  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
time  being,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thboop,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  instruct- 
ed to  ini]uire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  rate  of  pensions  to  ofiicers  and  soldiers  disa- 
bled in  the  aarvioa  of  the  United  States  daring 


the  late  war  with  Great  Britain ;  and  also  iato 
the  expediency^  of  amending  the  law  relative  to 
the  proof  required  from  officers  and  privates  in 
the  militia  to  establish  their  claims  to  a  penstoa. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pabbib,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  inU> 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  equi- 
table liquidation  ot  all  claims  fur  wages  due  the 
estates  of  such  non-commissioned  oflSeers,  musi- 
cians, and  privates,  as  have  died  while  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war, 
upon  the  best  evidence  it  may  be  in  the  power  of 
the  person  or  persons  making  application  there- 
for, considering  the  nature  of  the  claims  respec- 
tively, to  produce. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  for  enlarging  the  time  for  ascertain- 
ing transfers  and  changes  of  property  affected  by 
the  act  for  laving  a  direct  tax,  passed  through  a 
Committee  or  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading;  as  also  was  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Alarkle,  giving  him 
permission  to  change  his  entry  of  a  ptttchaie  of 
public  lands. 

Mr.  Retnoldb,  adverting  to  the  decision  of  the 
House  the  other  day  against  his  motion  for  in- 
quiring into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  price 
of  the  public  lands,  said  he  hoped  he  should  be 
more  fortunate  in  another  attempt  to  favor  those 
disposed  to  settle  and  cultivate  the  public  Unds. 
The  Government  had  just  issued  a  proclamation 
for  driving  from  the  public  land  those  who  had 
actually  settled  on  iL  This  was  doubtless  an  un- 
pleasant task  to  the  Government,  but  it  apjpearsd 
that  it  had  been  thought  a  just  policy.  He  now 
wished  to  give  an  opportunity  to  every  man  who 
wanted  land  to  purchase  ground  enough  to  settle 
on.  With  this  view  he  moved  the  following 
resolution : 

Retohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Pobib  Lends  he 
instmeted  to  inquirs  into  the  expedienqr  of  subHlmd- 
ing  quarter  sections  of  land  ofiered  ^r  sale,  and  also 
into  the  expediency  of  allowing  a  grsater  diaoount  lor 
the  prompt  payment  of  the  poichase  moaey. 

The  question  to  agree  to  this  proposed  resoio- 
tion  was  decided  in  the  negative,  53  to  40. 

PETITION  OP  ANDREW  MONTGOMERY. 

A  report  on  the  petition  of  Andrew  Montgom- 
ery, of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  an  officer  ia  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,  who  prayed 
compensation  for  a  slave  of  his  own  who  attend- 
ed him  as  a  servant,  was  brought  up  by  Mr.  Yan- 
cey, from  the  Committee  of  Claims*  The  re^rt 
was  read,  and  was  found  to  recommend  a  rejec- 
tion of  the  claim. 

On  the  9uestion  that  the  House  do  concur  is 
the  resolution  of  the  committee, 

Mr.  Wbight  rose,  and,  after  giving  it  as  his 
opinion  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  reject  the  claim, 
moved  that  the  consideration  of  the  subject  should 
be  postponed. 

Mr.  Yancey  said,  that  it  would  be  better  to 
refer  it  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  and 
moved  to  that  effect ;  but  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr,  Y.  then,  adverting  to  whBt  hud  fallen  frooa 
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Mr.  Wrigbt,  said  that  do  difference  in  the  color 
of  men  eogaged  as  servants  could  operate  to  ex- 
clude the  claim  of  compeDsatioii;  bat  there  was 
a  difference  between  tifree  man  and  a  slave  taken 
as  an  attendant  on  an  officer.  The  object  of  the 
petition  was  to  obtain  compensation  for  the  value 
of  the  slave.  If  an  officer,  being  allowed  a  waiter, 
gets  a  freeman  to  attend  him,  and  that  freeman 
were  killed  or  disabled,  would  it  enter  into  the 
contemplation  of  Congress,  or  of  any  man,  to  pay 
the  value  of  that  freeman  ?  Wages  were  regu- 
larly allowed  for  the  services  of  such  attendants. 
But  this  petition  asks  for  the  wages  for  those  ser- 
vices, and  compensation  for  ibe  value  of  the  negro 
also.  He  considered  the  report  as  founded  on 
just  principles,  and  it  would  be  confirmed. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  entered  at  large  into  the  discus- 
sion of  the  case.  It  being  considered  degrading 
and  humiliating  to  military  officers  to  do  the 
drudgery  of  servitude  about  their  persons,  it  had 
been  the  custom  to  allow  them  to  take  such  a  ser- 
vant out  of  the  ranks ;  in  which  situation,  the  man 
was  as  much  exposed  as  if  he  were  a  solaier.  His 
not  being  obliged  to  fight  was  no  shield  to  him. 
And  if  the  officer,  by  substituting  a  slave  of  his 
own,  gave  a  man  to  the  service,  it  was  unjust  that 
he  should  suffer  the  loss  of  so  much  propertv  by 
the  slave's  falling  in  the  course  of  his  duty,  bad 
the  servant  been  a  freeman,  his  representatives  or 
relatives  would  be  allowed  compensation ;  and 
why  should  not  the  owner  of  a  slave  lost  in  the 
same  way  ?  Mr.  W.  disavowed  any  expectation 
that  the  petitioner  should  be  allowed  the  whole 
▼aloe  of  the  slave;  but,  that  he  ought  to  have 
aome  part  of  it,  was  in  his  opinion  undeniable. 

Mr.  Rbtnolds,  of  Tennessee,  reminded  the 
House  that  they  bad  just  passed  a  bill  to  compen- 
sate owners  for  losses  sustained  in  horses,  moles, 
oxen,  boats,  and  every  kind  of  property ;  and  yet 
a  committee  now  told  them  that  they  ought  to 
make  an  exception  of  this  case,  on  no  other  grounds 
than  the  pro|)erty  lost  being  the  slave  of  the  offi> 
cer.  He  insisted  that  it  was  no  less  incumbent 
on  the  House  to  pay  for  this  than  for  a  cart  or  a 
horae,  uoless  it  could  be  shown  that  a  law  existed 
declaring  that  loss  of  slaves  should  not  be  entitled 
to  compensation. 

Mr.  Yanobt  again  spoke,  and  was  answered 
by  Mr.  Wriobt. 

Mr.  PioKERiNO  put  this  question :  If  a  white 
man  were  hired  and  killed,  would  they  pay  his 
widow  the  price  of  a  man  ?  He  believed  not. 
As  to  compensation  to  the  wounded  and  maimed. 
Mr.  P.  observed  they  were  granted,  not  because 
the  men  were  wounded  or  maimed,  but  because 
ihey  were  rendered  thereby  incapable  of  support- 
ing themselves;  for,  if  they  were  killed,  they  got 
nothioff. . 

Mr.  HuQEB  thouffbt  it  important  that  the  prin- 
ciple involved  in  this  case  should  be  settled,  and 
therefore  su|fgested  that  the  resolution  should  lie 
on  the  table,itt  order  thatgentlemeO  might  revolve 
it  in  their  minds.  It  was  therefore  proposed  to 
let  it  lie  till  Tuesday,  but  refused. 

Mr.  H.  then  proceeded  to  observe,  that  he  did 
fiot  80  much  regard  the  interest  of  tae  owners  as 


of  the  public,  in  what  he  was  sug^sting.  With 
a  view  to  the  future,  it  was  impolitic  to  discour- 
age officers  of  the  Southern  States  from  brinjrtng 
their  own  servants  along  with  them  into  the  fieldl 
The  House  should  recollect,  that,  if  a  white  man 
be  employed  as  a  servant,  it  detracts  so  much 
from  the  military  force— it  by  so  much  lessens 
the  army — and  that  it  is  besides  a  great  advan- 
tage to  have  the  slave  brought,  because  he  is 
had  at  a  less  expense.  But  no  officer,  he  said, 
would  venture  his  property  in  that  way,  if  com- 
pensation be  refused  in  this  instance.  For,  if  the 
slave  be  left  at  home,  he  is  sure  to  bring  in  a 
handsome  revenue  to  his  owner,  without  any  other 
than  the  ordinary  risks  of  his  life. 

The  question  of  concurrence  was  put,  nnd  passed 
in  the  affirmative.  «, 

ADMISSION  OF  MISSISSIPPL 

Mr.  Lattimobb,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  6th  instant  on  a  petition  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  to  whom 
was  referred  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  said 
Territory  respecting  a  census,  made  a  detailed 
report,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  L.  reported  a 
bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  MississsppI  Ten^ 
tory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  llnion,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States;  which  was  read  twice, and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

By  the  aitieles  of  agnement  and  csssion  between 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia^  it  is  provided 
**  that  the  territoiy  thns  ceded  [now  Mkiiasippi  Ter- 
ritoijl  shall  form  a  State,  and  be  admitted  as  such  into 
the  Union,  as  soon  as  it  shall  contain  sixty  thousand 
Iiee  inhabitants,  or  at  an  earlier  period,  if  CongrsM 
shall  think  it  expedient,  on  the  same  conditions  and 
restrictions,  with  the  same  priTileges,  and  in  the  same 
manner,  as  is  provided  in  the  oidinance  of  Congress 
of  the  13th  of  ioly»  1787,  for  the  government  of  the 
Western  Territory  of  the  United  Stales ;  which  ordi- 
nance shall,  in  ail  its  parts,  extend  to  the  territory 
contained  in  the  present  act  of  cession,  that  article 
only  excepted  which  forbids  slavery." 

The  memoxialists,  after  stating  the  nnmber  of  persons 
taken  under  the  last  general  census,  which  was  Ibity 
thonsand  three  hundred  and  fiffy-two  of  all  descrip- 
tions, and  adverting  to  the  accession  of  poMJation 
produosd  by  the  annexation  of  a  part  of  West  Florida, 
and  by  subsequent  enugrationa,  condnde  that  the  Ter^ 
.ritory  oontaiMd  at  that  time  (December,  1814)  the 
number  required  by  the  agreement  refiMrred  to  above  to 
entitle  it  to  admission  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States.  As  this,  however,  was  a  matter  of 
conjecture  and  uncertain^,  they  solicit  admission  as 
an  act  of  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

Tour  committee  poesess  no  means  of  forming  any- 
thing like  a  satidlactoiy  estimate  of  the  present  poj^ 
lation  of  the  Territory  in  question;  but  they  conceive 
that,  unless  it  be  the  determination  of  Congress  to  de- 
fer its  admission  until  it  can  be  daimed  in  strict  con- 
formity to  the  compact  with  Georgia,  there  is  no  good 
reason  for  a  fiuther  delay  on  the  score  of  a  deficiency 
of  numbers,  as  sacfa  deficiency,  if  not  now  qnestioaap 
Ue,  will  not  probably  much  longer  exist.  Without 
taUng  into  cenrideration  the  rseent  oettlan,  who  are 
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H^lyact  to  the  ImU  pofJ»mrtion  under  tlia  *'  aet  to  pre- 
Toai  settlement  being  mtde,"  dtc,  the  preeomption  is 
not  unreasonable  that,  if  any  considerable  part  of  the 
lands  obtained  from  the  Creeks  be  prepared  fiur  a  legal 
settlement  within  the  time  contemplated,  the  Territoxj 
irill  contain  more  than  the  number  required  before  tt 
can  be  finally  erected  into  a  State. 

It  is  known  to  ^onr  committee  that  tho  consent  of 
Georgia  to  a  division  of  this  Territoiy  has  been  asked, 
and  obtained ;  and,  should  it  be  divided  before  it  is 
admitted,  the  admission  of  either  part  would,  from  a 
want  of  numbers,  be  subject  to  additional  objection 
and  further  d^y.  But  doubts  may  be  entertained 
whether  the  Territory  can,  with  strict  propriety,  be 
divided  without  the  consent  of  its  inhabitants,  as  well 
•■  thai  of  Georgia  and  of  the  United  atates.  Although 
fhe  people  of  the  Tecrttoiy  had  no  agency  in  the  agree- 
Bent  above  granted  they  were  the  object  of  it,  and  as 
each  became  a  third  party  to  it,  and  veeted  by  it  of  a 
light  which  is  eiplicitly  defined.  This  agreement  pro- 
vides ^'that  the  Territory  thus  ceded  shall  form  a 
State,  [not  one  or  more  StatesJ  and  shall  be  admitted 
as  such  into  the  Union,  as  soon  as  it  shall  contain 
sixty  thousand  firee  inhabitants."  If,  then,  admission 
shall  be  deferred  in  consequence  of  division,  the  ex- 
pectation of  the  inhabitants  will  be  dieappointed,  and 
their  right  impaired.  It  is  chiefly  to  avoid  such  a  re- 
sult that  your  committee  have  declined  recommending 
a  division  of  the  Territory,  which  otherwise  might  be 
expedient  to  lessen  the  inoonveniences  whieh,  with  or 
without  division,  the  local  Government  will,  lor  a  long 
tune  at  least,  have  to  sustain. 

In  relation  to  the  simple  question  of  admission,  as 
presented  by  the  memorialists,  preoedenli  are  not 
wanting,  either  to  encourage  tiMnr  application  or  to 
grant  their  request.  The  State  of  Ohio  was  admitted 
before  it  possessed  the  number  which  the  ordinsjBce 
leqnired,  and  Louisiana  did  not  oone  in,  as  to  time  or 
numbers,  in  virtue  of  a  strict  and  insuperable  claim. 
It  is  not  improbable  that  the  Kiisiaiippi  Territory  may 
oontaSn  at  this  time  a  greater  population  than  either 
of  these  States  did  when  they  were  admitted ;  and  i^ 
is  believed  that  its  state  of  political  minority  and  pro- 
bation has  been  of  longer  duration  than  that  of  any  of 
the  adopted  States.  If,  then,  after  fifteen  years  of  re- 
straint, the  people  of  this  country  should  evince  even 
an  impatient  desire  for  enlargement,  it  is  but  just  to 
ascribe  it  to  that  sense  of  independence  which  is  com- 
mon to  the  nation,  and  which  should  be  rather  enoouN 
aged  than  depressed.  It  is  a  policy  worthy  of  a  Gov- 
ernment which  is  constituted  and  maintained  by  the 
pubhc  will  to  foster  throughout  the  Union  those  feel- 
ings whieh  give  energy  to  the  national  character,  and 
to  extend  to  every  oortion  of  it  those  rights  whieh  eon- 
duce  to  the  genenl  good.  Nor  could  a  period  more 
pvopUious  to  theee  ends  be  selected  than  the  preeent, 
when  all  American  dtixens  have  new  cause  to  approve 
«f  their  principles,  to  oonfide  in  their  institutions,  and 
to  h0  proud  of  their  name. 

So  for  your  committee  have  oonsiderBd  this  subject 
aa  thongh  an  unmediate  adnussion  of  the  Territory 
weie  desired  by  all  of  its  inhabitants ;  but  they  are 
not  prepared  to  say  that  such  is  the  iiet.  While  it  is 
trae  thai  such  adnussion  has  been  repeated^  solicited 
for  a  succession  of  years,  it  is  also  true  that,  about  four 
yean  ago,  a  smsil  minority  of  the  representative 
fannch  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  protested  against 
it,  and  that,  about  a  year  thereafter,  a  considerable 
number  of  the  people  themselves  pedtioned  that  all 
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proceedings  in  Congress  on  the  subject  might  be  post- 
poned. It  was  on  these  two  occasions  only,  as  your 
committee  believe,  that  any  indisposition  to  a  State 
government  has  been  expressed  to  the  National  Legis- 
lature by  any  of  the  people  of  the  Territory,  or  of  their 
representatives  in  their  behalf.  Nor  is  it  understood 
or  believed  that  the  reluctance  manifested  by  a  portion 
of  these  people  arose  firom  a  want  of  a  due  and  equal 
appreciation  of  the  rights  and  advantages  of  an  inde- 
pendent State.  The  causes  of  opposition,  so  far  as 
any  opposition  hss  been  shown,  seem  to  have  been,  in 
part,  an  unwilliDgnese  to  incur  additional  expense  in 
supporting  a  State  Gowamment  while  under  a  neeultar 
pveesure  firom  the  war;  but  chiefly  an  appranensiim 
that  a  State  CtovemmeDt,  with  its  inseparable  eppeiir 
dage,  a  foderal  district  court,  would  be  immedmtely 
followed  by  a  great  number  ef  expensive  and  danger- 
ous, if  not  ruinous,  lawsuits  for  lands,  which  would 
grow  out  of  (what  are  called^  the  Yasoo  and  British 
claims.  The  war,  however,  is  now  at  an  end,  and  the 
Yazoo  claims  may  be  considered  as  quieted ;  but  the 
British  claims  still  exist,  and  constitute  the  subject  of 
several  petitions  now  before  Congress,  on  which  it  is 
not  the  province  of  your  committee  to  spesk. 

The  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  east  of  Pearl 
river,  in  the  same  Territory,  which  also  have  been  re- 
ferred to  your  committee  ss  having  relation  to  the 
question  which  hss  been  considered,  state  that  the 
eastern  parts  of  said  Territory  have  not  an  oj|Q*l  share 
of  representation  with  the  western  in  the  Tetritorial 
Legislature ;  suggest  an  apprehension  that  sueh  ine- 
quality may  continue  under  a  State  Government ;  and 
pray  that  provision  msy  be  made  for  taking  a  census 
of  the  people  of  the  Territory,  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing to  all  a  repieeentation  according  to  numbers  and 
equal  rights.  If  the  hitsrposition  of  Congreso  be  ne- 
oessaiy  to  efieet  what  the  petitioners  seem  to  have 
principally  in  view,  namely,  a  foir  representation  in 
the  oonvention  which  will  be  elected  to  form  a  consti- 
tution, some  general  provision  to  this  end  will  prop- 
erly belong  to  the  get  snthorising  th*  eoikventioa  to 
be  choeen;  imd  shpuld  it  nevertheless  afterwards  ap- 
pear to  the  satisfaction  of  Congress  that  any  part  9( 
the  Territory  has  not  had  its  due  proportion  of  repre- 
iientdtion  in  such  convention,  the^  wiU  no  doubt  upe 
the  .corrective  which  they  possess,  in  reiecting  tho  con- 
stitution which  m&f  be  formed. 

Upon  a  fuU  riew  of  the  whele  snbjeot  which  haf 
been  refeoed  to  the  qonaideration  of  your  rominittee» 
they  are  of  opinion  thi^t  it  ia  expedient  to  admit  the 
Mississippi  Xerritoigr  into  the  Union  s>  f^J^  fv  bf 
|he  memorialists,  and  have  prepared  a  bifi  Some  this  ^uz- 
pose»  which  they  Mk  leave  to  report. 

MIUTARY  ACADEMIBS. 

The  House  resolYed  itaelf  iQto  a  Oommiitae  of 
tJie  Whole  oa  the  bill  foir  cwtahUgbiog  three  addi- 
lional  Military  Academies. 

Mr.  CAMPBgLL  proposed  to  change  the  locatioa 
of  the  Sontbera  Academy  from  Moaat  Dear- 
born to  Columbia,  on  accoaot  of  the  superior  ad* 
vaatages  of  that  place  over  Mount  Dearborn,  and 
the  eligibility  of  its  situation  for  such  an  instita* 
tioD. 

Mr.  Pickens  was  in  favor  of  a  more  upland 
site  than  either  of  those  mentioaed,  and  gave  a 
decided  preference  of  the  two  to  Mount  Dearborn 
over  Columbia.  He  proposed  a  point  in  Bun- 
combe county. 
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Some  further  debate  took  place  on  this  motion, 
which  was  strenaously  advocated  by  Mr.  Chap- 
pell,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Pickens  and  Mr. 
Hdlbebt. 

The  motion  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Pickens  then  moved  to  substitute  *^  Ash- 
▼ille,  in  Buncombe  county,  North  Carolina,"  in 
lieu  of  ** Mount  Dearborn,  South  Carolina;" 
which  motion  was  atao  negatived  by  a  considera- 
ble majority. 

Mr.  BuHNSiOE  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as 
to  establish  an  academy  at  Carlisle,  Pennsyl* 
▼aiiia,  in  addition  to  th«  three  named  in  the  bill. 
He  thought  it  due  to  the  extent  and  population 
of  Pennsylrania,  to  establish  one  in  that  State ; 
and  Carlisle,  he  said,  was  peculiarly  fitted  for  the 
location  of  a  Military  Academv,  by  its  salubrity, 
the  military  establishment  of  the  United  States 
already  there,  dbc. 

This  motion  was  also  negatived  by  a  large 
majority. 

Mr.  Pickens  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so 
as  to  limit  the  number  of  additional  academies  to 
two,  one  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  one 
at  Ashville,  in  Buncombe  county,  the  advantages 
of  which  situation  he  explained  to  the  House. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Johnson  of 
Kentucky.    When  he  concluded^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickens,  the  Committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mr.  FoBBYTH,  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  the  following  bill : 

A  bill  lo  regulate  tho  commerce  between  the  territo- 
ries of  the  United  8Utes  and  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, according  to  the  Convention  concladed  the 
thirddayof  Jaly,  1816. 

Be  ii  enadedt  ^.,  That  the  same  duties  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  imposed  on  articles  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufactare,  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
territories  in  Europe,  imported  into  the  United  States 
in  Pritish  veesels,  aa  are  or  shall  be  imposed  on  tlie 
importation  of  the  like  articles  in  American  vessels. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaetedt  That  the  same 
tonnage  and  other  duties  and  charges  are  hereby  im- 
posed on  British  vessels,  in  any  ports  of  the  United 
states,  aa  are  or  may  be  payable  in  the  same  ports  by 
▼essels  of  the  United  States,  except  sudi  Britbh 
Teasels  as  shall  come  from  the  East  or  West  Indies  or 
tlie  dominions  of  Hb  Britannic  Majesty  in  North 
America. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  it  Jurther  enaettdy  That  the  same 
bounty  shall  be  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  any  ar- 
ticle, the  growth,  produce,  or  manofactnre,  of  the  Uni* 
ted  SUtes,  to  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  in 
Europe,  when  such  exportation  shall  be  in  British  ves- 
aels,  as  are,  or  may  be  allowed,  when  such  exportation 
is  or  may  be  in  Tessels  of  the  United  States. 

8x0.  4,  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  in  all  cases 
where  drawbacks  are  or  may  be  allowed  on  the  re-ex- 
portation of  any  goods,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu- 
tnre  of  the  territories  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  the 
same  drawbacks  shall  be  allowed  on  such  re-exporta- 
tation,  where  the  original  importation  of  the  same  may 
have  been  in  British  ▼esseJs,  as  are  or  may  be  allowed 
on  such  re-exportation  where  the  original  importation 
may  have  been  in  vesseb  of  the  United  States. 


Sac.  6.  And  be  it  JuHher  enacted.  That  so  mneb 
of  each  and  every  act  of  Congress  as  is  inconaistent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed. 

8x0.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  this  ad 
shall  continue  in  force  until  the  dd  day  of  July,  1819, 
and  ne  longer. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  House  adjourned,  to  meet  again  on  Toes- 
day  next. 


ToEBDAT,  January  2, 1816. 

Mr.  Pabbib  presented  a  petition  of  a  eomikiitteo 
on  behalf  of  the  non-eommissioned  officers  aii4 
soldiers  of  the  21st  regiment  of  infantry,  of  th« 
United  States,  praying  that  they  mar  bare  the 
privilege  of  locating  the  land  to  which  they,  and 
those  who  may  hare  left  the  said  regiment,  are 
entitled,  in  one  entire  bo6j, — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Militarv  Affairs. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts, presented  a  petition 
of  sundry  manufacturers  of  cotton  and  woollen 
goods  in  the  town  of  Brunswick^  and  District  of 
Maine,  praying  that  the  importation  of  all  cotton 
goods*  from  India  mav  be  prohibited,  and  that  ad- 
ditional duties  may  oh  imposed  on  cotton  goods 
imported  from  other  countries;  also,  that  the 
importation  of  coarse  woollen  goods  may  be  pro^ 
hibited. 

Mr.  Clayton  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
sundry  manufacturing  establishmentson  the  Bran- 
dy wine  river  and  its  vicinity,  in  the  State  of  Del- 
aware, in  behalfofthemselFes  and  others  interested 
in  similar  establishments. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Clayton  presented  a  petition  of  Allen 
McLaoe,  one  of  the  surriring  officers  of  the  Rero- 
lutiooary  army,  praying  that  the  half  pay  for  life, 
which  was  solemnly  promised  to  him  by  the 
Congress  of  1780,  may  now  be  granted  to  him, 
substantially,  to  commence  from  the  time  of  the 
reduction  of  that  armv. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  the  members 
of  a  masonic  society  in  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  under  the  name  of  the  Alexandria 
Washington  Lodge,  No.  22,  praying  that  they 
may  be  authorized,  by  lotterV)  to  rai^e  a  sum  of 
money,  to  be  applied  to  the  building  of  a  house 
for  the  use  of  a  public  museum. 

Mr.  RoBBRTsoN  presented  a  petition  of  David 
Porter,  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
clusive privilege  of  navigating,  for  a  limited  time^ 
the  waters  of  tlie  District  of  Columbia  with  rta* 
sels  built  on  his  plan,  and  worked  by  animal 
power. — Referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  Di^' 
trict  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  RoBBRTsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
the  President  and  Commissioners  of  the  town  of 
Mobile,  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein 
contained  was  concurred  in  by  the  House  as  fol- 
towr: 
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Resolced,  That  the  petiiionen  hare  leave  to 
wiihdravr  ibeir  petition. 

Mr.  STBVBNSOif  presented  a  petilion  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  praying  that 
certain  evils  existing  in  the  judicial  system  of 
the  said  Territory  may  be  remedied,  and  that  they 
may  be  empowered  in  future  to  pa&s  laws  regu- 
latinsr  the  courts  of  said  Territory.*— Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
^  Mr.  RoBBRTsoN  also  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  James  Home,  and  Joshua  Home,  which 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  an 
arrangement  of  the  militia  expenses  incurred  by 
States  without  the  sanction  of  the  General  Gov- 
ern men  t,  reported  a  bill  to  authorise  the  settle- 
ment and  payment  of  certain  claims  for  the  ser- 
vices of  the  militia,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Tues- 
day next. 

Mr.  Bradbury,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  James  Jewett,  reported  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  discharge  of  James  Jewett  from 
bis  imprisonment,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  communicating  such 
particulars  as  are  known  to  the  Department  of 
otate  concerning  the  poUioation  of  a  new  edition 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  obedience  to 
a  resolution  of  the  26th  ultimo,  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Charles  Markin,*'  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  enlarge 
the  time  for  ascertaining  the  annual  transfers  and 
ebaogea  of  property  subject  to  the  direct  tax,  and 
for  other  purposes,^  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
pused. 

MILITART  ACADEMIES. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  establishing  three  additional 
Military  Academies. 

The  amendment  on  the  table  at  the  former  sit- 
ting 00  this  subject,  (viz:  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pick- 
SH8  to  limit  the  increase  to  two  academies,  one 
within  the  District  of  Columbia  and  one  at  Ash- 
▼ilie.  Buncombe  county.  North  Carolina,)  was 
taken  up,  and  rejected. 

Mr.  WiLDB  then  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  so 
as  to  establish  one  additional  academy  only,  and 
that  one  within  the  District  of  Colambia.  This 
naotion  he  supported  by  arguments  going  to  show 
the  expediency  of  such  an  institution  being  as 
BBUch  as  possible  of  a  national  character,  and  un- 
der the  eye  of  the  Government.  His  object  was 
not  to  diminish  the  number  of  cadets,  but  to  gfve 
to  the  institution  of  the  Military  Academies,  as 
far  as  possible,  a  national  character,  which,  he 
thought,  would  be  assisted  by  depriviug  them  of 
local  or  sectional  features,  dbc. 

Mr.  PicKBBiif  o  was  in  favor  of  so  much  of  the 


proposed  amendment  as  went  to  limit  the  number 
of  additional  academies  to  one,  but  opposed  to 
the  location  of  that  one  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. He  preferred  that  it  should  be  located  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  a  point  which  he  appeared  to 
consider  as  invested  with  great  advantages,  from 
its  being  already  the  site  of  an  armory,  from  its 
situation  being  very  healthy,  and  in  the  midst  of 
a  country  fertile  in  all  the  necessaries  of  life. 

Mr.  SoBrrBT  reauired  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  as  to  place  the  question  simply  before  the 
House,  whether  the  additional  number  of  acade- 
mies should  be  one  or  three. 

Mr.  CuTHBBRT  said  he  was  in  favor  of  botb 
branches  of  the  amendment  which  had  been  pro- 
posed by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Wildb.)    War,  he 
said,  was  a  subject  which  came  within  the  diree* 
tion  of  the  General  Government  only,  having 
relation  exclusively  to  foreign  Powers.    Unques- 
tionably,  therefore,  the   preparations   for   war, 
whether  of  one  kind  or  another,  whether  relating 
to  military  education  or  the  collection  of  the  mu- 
nitions of  war,  should  be  exclusively  under  the 
control  of  the  General  Government,  and  have  no 
relation  to  the  States.    It  should  be  an  object  to 
prevent  the  military  system  from  having  any- 
thins  in  it  peculiar  to  the  States,  and  to  make  it 
purely  national.    What  would  produce  this  most 
effectually  in  regard  to  the  Military  Academies  ? 
To  have  one  in  one  State  and  one  in  another,  or 
to  have  one  only,  and  that  in  the  District,  which 
belongs  to  the  United  Stales,  under  the  eyes  of 
the  Government  ?    Certainly  the  latter.    What 
could  be  more  dangerous  to  the  tranquillity  of  the 
nation,   than   a   military  tivalship   among  the 
States  1    What  ousht  we  to  be  more  anxious  to 
prevent — what  could  be  more  dangerous  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  Gk>vernment^what  could  more 
threaten  that  disunion  of  the  States  which  we 
ought  most  to  dread  and  guard  against,  than  this 
sort  of  military  rivalship?    There  would  be  a 
danger,  he  argued,  from  establishing  separate 
Military  Academies  at  different  points,  of  a  rival- 
ship,  amounting  to  animosity,  arising  between  the 
officers  educated  in  the  different  academies,  and 
ppopagating  and  diffusing  itself  amons  the  mass 
of  the  people.    The  establishment  of  a  single 
Militarv  Academy  at   this  point,  he  thought, 
would  have  a  directly  opposite  tendency.   Young 
men  from  different  Slates  associating  together, 
and  liberalizing  each  other,  would  imbibe  aud 
carry  with  them  to  their  homes  that  national 
character  which  alone  can  be  the  cement  of  the 
Union.    The  object  of  Congress,  then,  should  be 
to  establish  an  academy  of  this  kind,  where  our 
youth  should  become  attached,  not  to  the  par- 
ticular interests  of  particular  States,  but  to  the 
dignity  and  splendor  of  the  nation ;  where  they 
should  acquire,  not  State  feelings,  but  patriotic 
sentiments.    Men  thus  educated  would  attach 
more  closely  the  interests  of  all  the  States,  in- 
stead of  promoting  jealousy  among  them.    The 
objection  to  the  situation  within  this  District, 
that  it  would  be  too  near  a  populous  city,  was 
not  valid,  inasmuch  as  the  character  of  the  insti- 
tntiou  depended  not  so  much  on  its  peculiar  situ- 
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mCioD  as  oa  the  r^plattons  by  which  it  wat  gOT- 
erned.  Everjr  Military  Academy  was  in  some 
respects  a  military  monastery,  and  under  its  rigid 
reealalioas  the  students  in  an  academy  in  or  near 
this  city  would  be  as  much  cut  off  from  inter- 
course with  it,  as  if  the  academjr  ^^^  three  thou- 
sand  miles  distant  from  it.  This  was,  in  another 
view,  a  peculiarly  proper  position  for  a  Military 
Academy.  Being  the  Seat  of  Government,  be- 
sides the  place  o?  assemblaffe  of  the  legislators 
from  different  parts  of  the  unioD,  which  would 
enable  pareats  to  keep  up  intercourse  with  their 
children,  it  was  also  the  resort  of  all  ibreigners 
of  information  who  visit  the  country,  and  would 
afford  to  the  iostitutioa  all  the  benefit  of  their 
experience,  as  weU  as  that  of  the  intelligence  of 
our  own  country.  The  ^eat  objection  to  multi* 
plying  Military  Academies  was  this :  thai  whea 
they  are  once  established,  they  cannot  be  abol- 
ished, however  iaczpedieot  they  may  be  fouad* 
Bestrictinji;  the  number  now,  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  increasing  them  hereafter.  But  es- 
tablish an  academy  ia  Carolina  and  one  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  by  any  attempt  hereafter  to  abolish 
eitlier  of  them,  the  State  will  consider  itself  as 
insulted,  and  oppose  it  accordinglr.  He  was  in 
iavor,  therefore,  of  establitihin^  only  one  at  prea- 
eat.  Perhaps  the  plan  coatained  in  the  bill  was 
not  complete;  peitaps  there  ought  to  be  ooe 
Urge  and  several  subordinate  academies.  If  so, 
let  there  be  catahlished  one  priocipal  academy 
here,  and  harmonious  subordinate  institutions 
dsewhere.  In  any  point  of  view,  he  approved 
of  the  amendment  proposed  by  his  colleague. 

Mr.  JoHNBOifi  or  Kentucky,  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, as  calcttiaied  to  destrov  (he  bill.  The  ob- 
ject of  making  us  one  people,  he  said,  was  one 
dear  to  his  heart ;  to  sacred  that  he  would  oppose 
no  Constitutional  measures  calculated  to  promote 
it.  But  if  it  was  now  contended  that  a  great 
national  Military  Academy  was  to  aid  effectually 
in  that  important  object,  by  collecting  at  one 
potat  and  amalgamaliog  the  military  spirit  of  the 
nation,  ihis  proposition  did  not  go  iar  enough. 
It  ought  also  to  propose  to  abolish  the  Academy 
at  West  Point,  so  as  to  leave  but  the  one  naw 
proposed  to  be  established  here.  Mr.  J.  could 
not  assent  to  the  idea  of  rivalship  between  the 
States  in  consequence  of  multiplying  the  Military 
Acadeffiies.  What,  he  asked,  in  this  view,  had 
been  the  effect  of  the  institution  at  West  Point? 
Had  any  looal  jealousy  or  rivalship  been  produced 
by  it  ?  On  the  contrary,  it  was  admitted  on  all 
hands  that  it  had  produced  very  beneficial  effects 
without  any  such  alloy.  If  a  great  military  in- 
stitution could  be  established  at  this  pUee,  calcu- 
lated to  effect  the  object  the  gentleman  had  at 
heart,  he  should  not  perhaps  object  to  it ;  but  the 
objections  which  had  been  made  to  establishing 
other  academies  applied  with  equal  force  to  West 
Point  as  to  those  now  proposed  to  be  established 
at  other  poinu.  Mr.  J.  made  some  observations 
going  to  establish  the  great  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived from  thes6  Military  Academies  compared 
with  the  expense  of  them.  The  people  of  every 
eetion  of  our  counury,  he  said,  had  spirit  to  via- 


dicate  their  rights,  if  they  were  instructed  in  the 
mode  of  doing  it.  Officers  only  were  wanted  lo 
lead  them  on,  and  impart  to  them  the  benefit  of 
the  instruction  which  they  have  received ;  aad 
no  method  of  forming  officers  could  be  compared, 
for  efficacy  and  economy,  to  that  by  Military 
Academies.  The  expense  of  all  the  academiof 
now  proposed,  includmg  the  pay  of  professors, 
support  of  cadets,  4c.,  he  showed,  by  a  statement 
from  the  proper  authority,  would  not  exceed 
$400,000  annually--^  small  sum  iadeed  cona^ 
pared  to  the  object.  He  coacluded  by  saying 
that  he  was  oppoKd  to  any  modi&catioa  of  the 
bill  whatever. 

Mr.  HuLABaT  also  spoke  against  the  proposed 
amendment.  He  was  opposed  to  it,  because  he 
believed  the  adoption  of  it  would  be  the  destroe- 
tion  of  the  biU.  He  had  belouffcd  to  the  commit- 
tee which  had  reported  the  bill,  and  had  givea  it 
in  its  present  shape  bin  hearty  assent.  He  be- 
lieved It  necessarv  that  the  institution  of  the  Mil- 
itary Academies  should  be  enkiged  in  some  shape 
or  other.  If  the  one  at  West  Point  could  be  sim- 
ficiently  enlarged^  he  had  no  objection  to  that 
course;  but  withia  his  recollection,  he  said,  at- 
tempts had  been  made  to  remove  that  at  West 
Point  and  establish  it  here.  To  that  plan  he  was 
utterly  opposed  \  and,  should  the  present  mo- 
tion succeed,  he  believed  it  would  put  an  end  to 
the  idea  of  enlarging  the  Military  Academy  |tt 
all.  Mr.  H.  appeared  to  be  satisfied  that  the  ee- 
tablishmeat  of  oae  additional  academy  onlv,  and 
that  one  in  this  District,  could  not  succeed.  He 
was  decidedlv  of  opiaion  that  we  ought  to  have 
more  cadets  than  we  now  have  at  military  schools, 
gaining  that  instruction  in  military  scieneci  far 
the  want  of  which  we  failed  so  greatly  in  the 
opening  of  the  late  war.  The  disgraces  we  hOrVe 
suffered,  and  costs  we  have  iacurred.  duriiig  that 
war,  for  the  want  of  this  instruction,  form  a  strong 
argument  in  favor  of  multiplying  the  means  <tt 
obtaining  it.  When  the  army  went  into  the  field 
at  the  commenceokeot  of  the  late  war,  its  officers 
had  just  been  selected  from  civil  life^  without  ref- 
erence to  their  military  scieace  or  experieooe^ 
defeat  and  disgrace  were  the  consequences*  8e 
adverted  to  the  maxim,  that  an  army  of  haess, 
comiaanded  by  a  lion,  were  better  than  an  army 
of  lions,  commanded  by  a  bare.  Ia  the  spirit  <tf 
this  aaaxin,  Mr.  H*  contended  that,  to  prepare  ih« 
nation  for  war,  we  ought  not  to  have  a  large  Mili- 
tary Establishment  in  time  ^  peace,  hot  men  of 
science  in  every  part  of  the  nation  ready  to  lalie 
the  field  in  time  of  danger*  If  a  war  be  consid- 
ered just,  said  he,  there  will  aever  be  any  diffi- 
culty in  raising  an  army  in  this  counuy ;  the 
people  will  turn  out  en  maaae,  if  they  have  offi- 
cers qualified  to  command  them.  If,  by  means  of 
Military  Academies,  eight  hundred  cadets  aie 
constantly  in  a  course  of  instruction,  there  will 
be  no  difficulty  in  finding  proper  persons  to  com- 
mand an  %imj  of  any  extent  we  may  ever  want. 
It  might  be  said  that  eight  hundred  cadets  would 
be  too  many — he  did  not  believe  it.  We  have 
seven  millions  of  people,  aad  if  we  are  again  in- 
volved in  war  aad  have  to  select  some  thousand 
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officers,  we  should  Dot  find  too  man^  cadets  to 
choose  from.  He  denied  the  prohability  of  jeal- 
ousy or  rivalshh)  between  the  States  from  the 
establishment  of  several  academies;  on  the  con- 
trary, the  effect  of  the  establishment  at  this  place 
of  one  only,  Would  be  to  excite  that  very  jealousy 
that  gentlemen  dreaded.  Alluding  to  the  distance 
of  some  of  the  Soiithern  and  Western  Btates, 
Louisiana  particularly, from  West  Point,  and  even 
from  the  District  of  Columbia,  he  said,  there 
ought  to  be  an  academy  south  of  this  place.  The 
committee  had  recommended  only  three  in  addi- 
tion to  that  at  West  Point.  The  people  of  the 
North,  he  believed,  woold  be  perfectly  satisfied 
with  tnat  one.  They  had  already  been  more  than 
once  alarmed  with  the  idea  of  removing  that 
academy.  He  hoped  that  their  alarm  never  would 
be  realized,  but  that  the  academv  would  remain 
at  West  Point  as  long  as  the  rock  on  which  it  is 
built.  The  committee  had  agreed  to  establish 
one  here  and  one  in  Sooth  Carolina ;  and  objec- 
tions having  been  made  from  the  West  to  this 
distribution,  the  committee  had  agreed  to  recom- 
mend one  there  also.  The  Western  country,  he 
said,  was  increasing  with  unexampled  rapidity — 
he  wished  it  was  not  increasinfip  quite  so  fast — 
but  th«  territory  beyond  the  Alleghany,  he  be- 
lieved, would  soon  contain  a  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States ;  and  their  claim,  there- 
fore, could  not  be  denied  to  a  participation  in  the 
benefits  of  this  institution.  Mr.  H.  said,  he  was 
satisfied  the  locations  in  the  bill  were  as  good  as 
could  be  made.  He  knew  very  well  it  was  the 
opinion  of  some  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
Administration  that  we  should  have  but  one  acad- 
emy, and  that  that  one  ought  to  be  here ;  but  that 
thia  was  not  the  proper  ^lace  for  it,  he  thought, 
was  rery  evident.  He  wished  the  bill  to  pass  as 
it  now  stood.  He  was  pleased  in  the  opportunity 
of  giving  his  assent  to  this  recommendation  of  the 
President.  He  rejoiced,  he  said,  to  see  such  rec- 
ommendations from  that  quarter;  they  reminded 
him  of  the  good  old  times  when  Washington, 
and  those  who  followed  his  maxims  and  princi- 
ples, ruled  the  nation.  He  was  glad  to  see  these 
recommendations,  founded  on  good  old  principles, 

groceed  from  one  who  had  been  a  little  estranged 
eretofore.    He  hoped  that  the  bill  would  pass 
without  the  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  Wilde  replied  to  some  of  the  objections 
which  had  been  made  to  his  motion.  As  to  the 
academy  at  West  Point,  he  said,  if  it  were  now 
for  the  first  time  proposed  to  establish  an  acad- 
emy there,  he  should  oppose  it  with  all  his  pow- 
ers, even  were  he  a  Representative  from  the  State 
of  riew  Tork.  He  objected  to  the  separation  of 
the  academy  into  several  parts  in  different  States, 
not  so  much  on  the  score  of  jealousy  or  rivalship 
which  it  would  create  among  the  States,  as  on 
the  score  of  his  radical  objection  to  the  tendency 
of  such  a  course  to  increase  the  dependence  of  the 
General  Gbvernment  on  the  State  Governments. 
Wherever  national  establishments  were  proposed, 
even  now,  it  would  appear  as  if  those  States  which 
have  the  greatest  politieal  influence  must  have 
tome  gMification  conferred  on  them,  before  they. 


would  consent  to  measures  which  could  not  be 
carried  without  their  consent.  It  would  be  found 
to  be  so,  when  the  question  of  navy  yards,  of  a 
national  university,  or  any  other  question  of  a  na- 
tional character,  became  the  subject  of  discussion. 
None,  Mr.  W.  said,  vnts  more  convinced  than  he  ^ 
was  of  the  value  or  having  good  commanders  in 
an  army ;  and  the  necessity  of  proper  qualifica- 
tions for  that  purpose  by  militar^  education  vnts 
too  trite  a  remark  to  rei]uire  elucidation ;  nor  was 
it  less  doubtful  that  our  arms  had  occasionally 
failed  during  the  late  war  from  the  want  of  proper 
commanders.  A  few  months,  or  even  weelca, 
were  all  that  was  required  to  form  soldiers  for 
the  field,  but  time  was  required  to  form  accom- 
plished commanders^  He  was  therefore  fully  im« 
Sressed  with  the  utility  of  Military  Academies; 
ut  he  was  in  favor  of  such  an  establishment  be- 
ing purely  national,  and  therefore  located  at  or 
near  the  Seat  of  Government ;  in  which  propo* 
sition  he  hoped  to  unite  all  those  who,  having 
no  local  feeling  or  predilections  to  gratify,  looked 
only  to  the  necessity  of  having  this  institution 
under  the  eves  of  the  Government,  and  within  its 
control.  The  state  of  the  times  was  an  objection 
heretofore  made  to  this  measure,  which  no  longer 
existed.  We  have  found,  from  experience,  that 
the  present  Military  Estaolishment,  though  com- 
paratively small,  has  furnished  us  with  some  of 
the  best  officers  for  our  Army,  and  have  every 
reason  to  expect  proportionate  benefits  from  it,  if 
enlarged  on  a  liberal  scale,  and  in  such  a  manner 
as  shall  give  it  an  entirely  national  instead  of  local 
character. 

Mr.  Wriobt  advocated  the  general  objects  of 
the  bill  at  some  length.  He  illustrated  the  neces- 
sity of  education  for  military  men,  by  reasons 
drawn  from  analogy.  For  instance, said  he,  would 
you  trust  a  physician  to  bleed  you  without  »  cer- 
tainty that  he  possessed  some  skill  in  the  sursi* 
cal  art  ?  Surely  not ;  and  will  you  commit  Ae 
liberties  of  the  country  to  those  who  know  noth- 
ing of  their  duty?  Mr.  W.  was  in  favor  of 
establishing  as  many  academies  as  wonld  accom« 
modnte  eight  hundred 'students,  but  asainst  lo- 
cating one  immediately  at  the  Seat  of^Gloveni- 
ment.  thinking  it  would  be  more  expedient  to 
establish  it  higher  up  the  Potomac.  Otherwise 
the  places  designated  In  the  bill  were  as  geo- 
graphically correct  as  they  could  possibly  be.  As 
to  the  idea  of  exciting  jealousy  or  undue  rival- 
ship,  by  dividhig  the  academies,  he  said  he  hoped 
there  always  would  be  a  proper  rivalship— a  rival- 
ship  of  merit  and  services  among  those  educated 
at  one  or  the  other  of  these  academies.  He  thought 
the  disposition  of  the  four  academies,  at  different 
points,  was  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  bill  in- 
stead of  against  it,  because  it  would  bring  acade- 
mies nearer  to  those  who  desired  to  send  their 
children  to  them.  dbc. 

Mr.  Clat,  (Speaker,)  in  reference  to  the  argn- 
ment  in  support  of  the  amendment^  that  the 
moral  effect  of  establishing  three  additional  acad- 
emies, instead  of  one  onljr,  and  that  at  the  Seat 
of  Government,  would  be  injurious  to  the  Union, 
as  tending  to  create  sectional  feriing,  ±e.,sM 
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that  ail  argu meats,  foanded  apon  the  soppositioD 
of  daoger  to  the  Unioo,  deserved  great  considera- 
tion;  but,  whilst  be  applauded  the  motives  of 
geDtlemen  io  urging  these  arguments,  be  was 
obliged  totally  to  differ  from  them  in  their  con- 
clusions.   The  moral  effect  of  establishing  seve- 
ral, instead  of  one  institution  of  this  kind,  would 
be  to  increase  the  affection  of  the  people  for  the 
Union.    If  the  bond  of  anion  was  to  be  strength- 
ened by  the  measures  of  the  Qoveroment,  what 
ought  to  be  the  character  of  them  ^  What  ought 
to  be  the  policy  of  tbe  Government?    To  dis- 
tribute benefits;  to  afford  to  every  man  in  the 
Union  an  obvious,  palpable  evidence  of  the  bene- 
fits afforded  to  him  by  the  Gorernment  under 
which  he  lives.    If  the  proposition  were  to  estab- 
lish four  or  five  turnpike  roads  in  different  parts 
of  the  Union,  he  said  he  should  suppose  the  argu- 
ment of  the  danger  of  creatiofa  sectional  influence 
would  as  m.uca  apply  to  that  measure  as  to  a 
proposition  for  the  diffusion  through  the  nation 
of  that  knowledge — the  want  of  which  during  the 
late  war  we  had  but  too  much  reason,  from  fatal 
experience,  to  regret.    It  would  be  by  making  the 
GoFernment  strong  without,  and  furnishing  mo- 
tives of  affection  to  every  bosom  within,  that  they 
would  inculcate  the  sentiments  which  the  advo- 
cates of  this  amendment  were  so  desirous  to  in- 
spire.   Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  afford  the  means  of 
instruction,  asifar  as  possible,  to  every  man  bound 
to  raise  an  arm  in  defence  of  the  nation.    With 
what  sentiments  would  such  a  polic)[  inspire  the 
bosom  of  the  citizen  ?    Would  it  excite  sectional 
feelings?    No;  the  bosom  turns  with  thankful- 
neal  to  the  source  of  benefits  received,  as  unerringly 
as  the  needle  to  the  pole.    The  individual  receiv- 
ing the  advantages  afforded  by  these  institutions 
would  not  look  to  any  particular  State,  but  would 
trace  his  obligation  to  the  fountain-head,  and  to 
the  support  and  strength  of  the  Union  all  his  ex- 
ertions would  be  directed.    Whatever  may  be 
the  destination  of  the  student,  whether  to  civil  or 
military  life,  if  the  principles  of  human  nature 
govern  him,  he  will  always  reflect,  that  to  the 
parental  care  and  beneficence  of  the  Government 
he  is  indebted  for  the  advantages  he  has  received, 
and  to  the  support  of  that  Government  his  best 
exertions  will  be  given.    If  gentlemen  were  right 
in  their  argument,  Mr.C.  said,  we  ought  to  com- 
mence anew;  we  should  abolish  the  academy 
already  existing  at  West  Point,  and  let  there  be 
but  one,  and  that  one  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia.   Mr.  C.  said  he,  with  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  HulbbrTj)  approved  of  the 
recommendations  in  the  President^!  Message  on 
this  and  other  subjects,  whether  they  were  the 
doctrines  of  new  or  of  M  times.    From  that  quar- 
ter of  the  Union,  however,  (the  West,)  which 
that  gentleman  had  so  feelingljr  regretted  was 
growing  too  fast — ^a  regret  in  which,  Mr.  G.  said, 
the  gentleman  would  excuse  him  from  partici- 
|)ating — he  did  not  believe  there  was  one  student 
m  the  present  Military  Academy.    The  remark 
equally  applied  to  the  South ;  and  yet  in  those 
aections  of  the  country  there  were,  perhaps,  thou- 
sands of  young  men  who  would  oe  peculiarly 


happy  in  obtaining  the  benefits  of  such  an  insti- 
tution, if  brought  within  their  reach.  He  would, 
therefore,  establish  academies  in  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  Union.  The  effort  was  as  vain  to 
disguise  as  to  forget  that  there  are  various  sections 
of  our  country ;  gentlemen  might  argue  in  rain 
against  a  fact,  which  the  geography  of  the  coon- 
try  most  clearly  established.  We  must  take  our 
natural  boundaries  as  they  are,  since  we  cannot 
alter  or  abolish  them.  Mr.  C.  said,  in  conclusion, 
he  would  not  take  from  other  aections  the  bene- 
fit! of  this  institution  to  consolidate  and  locate  it 
within  this  District,  on  account  of  its  supposed 
unhealthiness  and  for  other  reasons.  He  would 
not  alter  the  present  features  of  the  bill  because 
of  objections  to  them,  which  he  considered  fan- 
ciful and  visionary.  The  dirtribution  of  the  acad- 
emies he  thought  might  have  been  more  ad- 
vantageous! ymadc,  particularly  as  regarded  the 
one  in  the  Western  country ;  but  he  would  not, 
therefore,  deprive  any  section  of  the  country  of 
the  great  advantages  which  he  hoped  this  insti- 
tution would  diffuse  throughout  the  Union. 

Mr.  CuTBBBaT  rose  to  correct  an  error  into 
which  he  said  the  gentleman  had  fallen  in  regard 
to  the  education  at  West  Point  being  confined  en- 
tirely to  Northern  youth.  If  nothing  else  proved 
it  an  error,  the  name  of  McReb  was  sufficient, 
who  was  from  a  Southern  State.  He  insuoced 
other  cases  within  his  knowledge  of  students  from 
the  South.  Let  it  be  recollected,  said  Mr.  C., 
that  we  have  been  long  in  a  state  of  peace;  dur- 
ing which  time  the  attention  of  the  country  was 
not  turned  to  military  afiairs ;  and  it  could  not 
be  expected  that  many  would  then  desire  to 
send  their  children  to  such  a  seminary.  But 
would  any  one  argue,  he  said,  that  our  notions 
on  military  affairs  were  the  same  now  that  they 
were  three  or  four  years  ago?  No;  the  glory 
reaped  by  our  armv,  its  utility  as  proved  by  the 
events  of  the  war,  had  changed  the  general  opin- 
ions on  this  subject;  and,  consequently,  there 
were  now  many  applications  for  admission  into 
the  Military  Academy.  Tbe  argument  which 
likened  the  case  of  the  establishment  of  acade- 
mies, to  that  of  turnpike  roads,  afforded  its  own 
refutation.  Those  veiy  roads,  by  promoting  gene- 
ral intercourse,  were  a  part  of  tbe  means  most 
conducive  to  the  object  of  Mr.  C.  in  fixing  the 
academy  at  the  Seat  of  Government^  which  was 
the  promotion  of  a  nationality  of  sentiment.  This 
argument  therefore  would  not  stand.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  had  said  that  cadets  would 
always  look  to  the  hand  which  supported  them. 
Mr.  U.  was  for  bringing  them  in  closer  contact 
with  that  hand,  so  that  their  attention  could  not 
be  diverted  from  it  by  local  feelings,  dbc. 

Mr.  FoBsrTB  said  he  was  of  the  committee 
which  reported  the  bill  now  before  the  House, 
and  coincided  in  opposition  to  tbe  proposed 
amendment.  It  was  conceded  on  all  hands,  he 
said,  that  tbe  institution  of  West  Point  had  been 
of  great  service  to  the  community,  and  that  its 
beneficial  effects  had  not  been  lessened  by  its  sec- 
tional situation.  It  appeared  to  be  admitted,  Mr* 
F.  said,  that  there  ought  to  be  an  increase  of  the 
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number  of  cadets;  and  the  ooly  question  was, 
whether  it  should  be  by  the  addition  of  one  or 
three  schools.    The  committee  had  been  of  opin- 
ion that  two  hundred  youths  in  one  place  were 
as  many  as  could  be  conveniently  attended  to  by 
the  few  officers  employed  at  each  academy  $  he 
had  not  changed  his  opinion  on  that  subject,  and 
was  therefore  opposed  to  the  proposed  amendment. 
The  motive  of  the  proposed  amendment,  he  said, 
was  laudable :  proceeding  from  a  desire  to  obvi- 
ate the  possibility  of  local  jealousies.    Was  there 
anything,  he  asked,  in  the  nationality  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  prevent  the  o|)eration  of 
these  feelings?    Do  we  not  know,  aaid  he,  that 
if  these  local  feelings  are  felt  in  any  portion  of 
the  United  States,  they  are  felt  in  a  still  stronger 
degree  within  this  District ;   there  was,  he  said, 
nothing  in  the  natiooalitv  of  the  spot  to  destroy 
them.    The  benefit  which  mig[ht  arise  from  the 
academy  being  placed  immediately  "  under  the 
eyes  of  the  Governmeni"  appeared  not  to  be  de- 
nied.   Cast  your  eyes,  (said  Mr.  F.,)  around  the 
District  of  Columbia ;  are  there  any  proofs  of  its 
Jiaving  derived  any  particularly  jg^reat  benefits 
from  having  been  under  the  exclusive  care  of  the 
General  Qovernment?     No;  on  the  contrary, 
though  it  has  been  constantly  under  the  eyes  of 
Congress,  it  has  as  constantly  been  neglected. 
Look  at  the  statute  book«  said  he.    Congress  has 
the  exclusive  legislation  over  this  District ;  and 
bow  has  Congress  legislated  for  it  1    I  had  occa- 
sion tbe  other  day  to  turn  to  the  laws  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  1  am  almost  ashamed  to  state  the  result 
of  my  inquiry.    Hall  a  dozen  statutes  of  little 
importance  embrace  all  that  this  Legislature  has 
done  for  the  District  for  near  twenty  years  that 
it  has  been  under  its  eyes  and  exclusive  care.  The 
laws  of  the  District  were  not  even  uniform  in  its 
various  parts.    Crimes  in  one  part  of  the  District 
are  punished  in  one  way,  and  in  another  part  dif- 
ferently.   Whilst  the  condition  of  the  citizens  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia  were  experiencing  a  daily 
amelioration  of  their  condition,  by  the  improve- 
ment of  their  jurisprudence,  the  system  or  laws 
by  which  this  District  was  governed  remained 
stationary,  as  they  existed  when  the  District 
formed  a  part  of  those  two  States.    If  the  District 
of  Columbia  bad  not  flourished  or  improved  under 
the  care  of  Congress,  what  evidence  was  there 
that  the  Military  Academy,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances, wouldderiveany  advantage  from  such 
a  location  ?    Mr.  F.  said,  for  his  part,  he  believed 
the  Mililary  Academy  placed  here  would  enjoy 

i*ust  the  same  advantage  that  had  ac<frued  to  this 
)istrict  from  the  care  of  Congress ;  and^  if  the 
old  Academy  had  been  placed  here,  he  believed  it 
never  would  have  produced  the  same  results  as 
had  been  experienced  from  it.  His  colleague 
(Mr.  CuTBBBaT)  and  others  appeared  to  be  very 
anxious  to  destroy  State  feelings  and  jealousy 
and  pride*— Mr.  F.saidihey  ought  to  be  destroyed. 
But  why  fight  the  shadow,  and  iet^lhe  substance 
pass  ?  These  feelings  of  local  animosity,  he  said, 
were  cherished  by  other  causes  than  such  as  that 
supposed  by  his  colleague ;  of  these  he  would  re- 
fer to  but  one ;  the  constant  practice  of  selecting 


Ministers  and  ^[reat  officers  of  the  Qovernmeal 
from  local  considerations  ;  of  taking,  fur  instancci 
a  man  of  inferior  merit  from  one  State,  because 
there  happens  to  be  already  one  in  service  from 
the  State  from  whence  a  better  might  have  been 
selected.  To  such  practices  as  these,  he  said,  we 
must  look  for  the  nourishment  of  local  feelings 
and  State  jealousies.  The  object  of  the  diffusion 
of  these  institutions  was  not  the  benefit  or  conve- 
nience of  the  States,  but  of  the  people,  and  their 
convenience  was  consulted  by  the  distribution  of 
academies  at  different  points.  In  regard  to  the 
arj;umentof  brotherly  affection  among  the  cadets 
being  promoted  by  collecting  them  all  together 
at  one  point,  Mr.  F.  said  there  was  no  magical 
effect  in  the  location  within  the  ten  miles  square. 
Every  object  in  this  respect  might  be  accom- 
plished by  their  ooUectionat  any  one  point,  where- 
ever  it  may  be,  by  a  provision,  legislative  or  otheiw 
wise,  that  the  youth  of  the  South  should  be  placed 
in  an  academy  in  the  North,  and  vice  venOy  or 
by  having  them  intermingled  in  the  academies, 
in  due  proportion  from  every  section,  one  among 
another.  All  the  benefits  argued  as  likely  to  pro- 
ceed from  concentration,  may  thus  be  secured. 
Mr.  F.  was,  therefore,  wholly  against  the  amend* 
ment. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  the  only  question  really  be- 
fore the  House  at  this  time  appeared  to  be,  what 
was  the  best  mode  to  produce  a  national  spirit. 
That  policy,  he  said,  which  creates  the  best  polit- 
ical system ;  which  promotes  the  national  pros- 
perity ;  which  provides  efficiently  for  the  national 
security ;  that  policy^  by  the  effect  of  which  every 
part  of  the  country  feels  iuelf  secure,  whilst  com- 
merce is  prosperous,  and  agriculture  and  mana- 
faetures  are  protected ;  that,  he  said,  was  the  pol- 
icy which  would  certainly  create  a  true  national 
feeling.  Everything  in  opposition  to  such  a 
policy  would  end  in  sectional  feelings.  Applying 
these  general  remarks  to  the  present  question, 
what,  he  asked,  was  the  object  of  the  billl  To 
establish  a  military  school.  What  was  the  object 
of  this  school?  To  contribute  to  the  national 
security,  by  the  diffusion  of  military  knowledge. 
Whether  one  great  central  school  was  belter  cal- 
culated to  produce  this  effect,  than  several  sepa- 
rate schools,  was  the  question.  Mr.  C.  said  he 
believed  it  would  not.  If  we  had  a  central  great 
school,  as  now  proposed,  it  would  principally  be 
filled  with  the  sons  of  wealthy  men;  of  great  and 
influential  men,  others  would  not  have  the  means 
of  sending  their  sons  abroad  for  education  ;  for 
here,  certainly,  the  allowance  by  the  Government 
would  not  cover  the  expenses  of  the  young  men. 
Where,  in  this  country,  shall  we  look  for  genius 
and  talent?  Most  indubitably  in  the  middle  ranks; 
in  the  lower  ranks  in  preference  to  the  higher: 
not  that  these  classes  actually  contain  a  greater 
portion  of  talent,  but  that  they  have  stronger 
stimulants  to  its  exertion.  Rich  men,  being  al- 
ready at  the  top  of  the  ladder,  haVe  no  further 
motive  to  climb.  It  is  that  class  of  the  commu^ 
nity  who  find  it  necessary  to  strive  for  elevation, 
that  furnishes  you  with  officers.  Look,  said  Mn 
C,  at  the  officers  who  distinguished  tbemseives 
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in  Berriee  during  the  lite  war.  Were  there 
among  them  the  sons  of  wealthy  men  or  great 
men  ?  If  there  were  any  sach,  Mr.  C.  said,  he 
knew. of  none.  The  role  he  applied  was  a  gene- 
ral one.  If  the  school  were  established  here,  the 
means  of  support  afforded  by  the  Qovernment  to 
the  cadets  would  not  cover  their  expenses ;  men 
in  moderate  circumstances  would  be  unable  to 
send  their  sons,  and  the  country  would  be  deprived 
•of  their  valuable  services.  The  academy  would 
be  in  a  great  measure  filled  by  the  sons  of  the 
wealthy  and  influential  men  within  four  hundred 
miles  of  this  place.  Mr.  C.  said  he  believed  the 
provisions  of  this  bill  were  more  important  than 
any  yet  on  the  table  of  the  House,  and  as  import- 
ant as  any  that  would  come  before  the  House  «t 
the  present  session.  The  way  to  render  the  na- 
tion secure,  is  not  by  maintaining  a  large  foreign 
nrmy,  very  expensive  and  a  little  dangerons;  it 
is  not  thus  you  will  keep  up  a  proper  militarv 
spirit ;  but  by  military  education.  Upon  the  offi- 
cers of  armies  in  a  great  measure  depends,  par- 
ticularly in  a  IVee  Government,  the  success  of  war. 
Free  Governments  always  afford  materials  for 
soldiers.  Of  the  celebrated  brigade  of  Scott,  Mr. 
G.  said^  three-fourths  of  the  privates  had  not  been 
in  service  more  than  six  months.  AH  that  was 
Wanted  to  make  soldiers  among  us  was  education, 
which  the  private  can  soon  acquire;  but  the 
making  of  officers  is  the  work  of  time,  particularly 
in  the  present  state  of  the  science  of  war — and  it 
was  proper,  therefore,  to  provide  amply  for  that 
object.  In  time  of  war,  Mr.  C.  said,  we  ought  to 
get  soldiers  speedily,  we  ought  to  come  into  the 
population  at  once,  by  the  measure  so  much  rep- 
robated at  the  last  session  from  the  other  side  of 
the  House.  Mr.  0.  was  in  favor  of  establishing 
more  than  one  additional  military  school,  in  order 
to  diffuse,  as  far  as  possible,  military  science. 
This,  he  said  would  secure  us  against  invasion 
from  abroad,  and,  by  making  the  militia  formida- 
ble against  despotism  at  home.  It  was  in  this 
way  that  militia  would  be  made  more  efficient 
^an  in  tiny  other.  At  present,  the  number  of 
actidemies  proposed  to  be  established  might  be 
sufficient ;  but  he  hoped  that  they  would  be  pro- 
gressively increased,  and  that  it  would  not  be 
rong  before  we  should  have  one  in  every  consid- 
erable State  in  the  Union.  Mr.  C.  compared  the 
feelings  of  the  House  now  and  previous  to  the  war. 
Now,  he  said,  we  see  everywhere  a  nationality  of 
fteling ;  we  hear  sentiments  from  every  part  of 
the  House  in  favor  of  union,  and  against  a  sec- 
tional spirit.  What  bad  produced  this  change? 
The  glory  acquired  by  the  late  war,  and  the  pros- 
perity wnich  had  followed  it.  Let  us  direct  our 
attention,  then,  said  he,  to  the  objects  calculated 
to  accomplish  the  prosperity  and  greatness  of  the 
nation,  and  we  shall  certainly  create  a  national 
spirit. 

Mr.  Tucker,  after  some  general  remarks  on 
the  cttility  of  institutions  of  tnis  desciption,  spoke 
on  the  particular  question  before  the  House.  If 
we  were  to  have  but  one  or  even  two  academies, 
and  that  one  or  two  confined  to  a  particular  sec- 
lion  of  the  Union,  what  would  be  the  effect  of 


this'  arrangement?  To  make  officers  only  for 
that  part  of  the  country  where  the  schools  were 
established.  In  the  event  of  war,  where  were 
the  officers  to  be  found  whom  this  institotion  is 
to  create?  If  military  instruction  were  confined 
to  one  section,  so,  necessarily,  must  be  the  selec- 
tion of  officers  for  your  armies;  and  thus  sec- 
tional feelings  will  inevitably  be  created.  By  saeh 
a  course,  moreover,  we  shoiiid  make  one  part  of 
the  country  strong,  and  another  relatively  weak. 
The  whole  argument  in  favor  of  this  bill — and 
without  the  argument  the  bill  was  nothing — was, 
that  it  vras  calculated  to  create  military  power  by 
giving  military  science.  The  very  argument  on 
which  the  whole  bill  depended,  was  a  sufficient 
argument  in  favor  of  its  being  general  in  its  scope, 
embracing  every  section  of  the  Union.  The  ar- 
gument of  the  advantage  of  associating  yoang 
men  from  every  part  of  the  country  together, 
was  not  as  forcible  as  the  considerations  whieh 
opposed  the  propoaed  limitation  of  the  number 
of  academies.  If  we  were  to  have  one  only,  be 
was,  although  friendly  to  the  interest  of  this  Dis- 
trict, opposed  to  its  being  placed  here.  If.  in- 
stead or  the  mild  and  amiable  man  at  the  nead 
of  our  Government,  we  had  an  ambitious  indivi- 
dual there,  what  would  be  ask  more  of  you,  than 
to  put  all  the  military  officers  under  his  influence, 
and  thus  subject  them  wholly  to  his  control  ?  He 
hoped  the  House  would  decide  that  the  number 
proposed  was  few  enough,  though  there  might  be 
better  locations  perhaps  selected,  du:.— idr  there 
certainly  ooght  not  to  be  an  academy  established 
at  any  place,  from  which,  for  the  stifety  of  the 
cadets,  it  would  be  necessary  at  any  season  of  the 
year  to  remove. 

Mr.  RoBEBTAON,  of  Louisiana,  vras  in  favor  of 
the  amendment.  It  would  be  so  expensive  trav- 
elling, that  the  constituents  of  geoileknen  from 
Virginia  and  Kentucky  wonld  not  bring  their 
children  to  the  school.  What  did  they  think  of 
the  situation  of  the  people  of  the  Stale  which  he 
represented  ?  Travelling  from  Carolina  or  Ken- 
tucky to  the  Seat  of  Government  might  be  expen- 
sive ;  but  the  trouble  of  going  from  Louisiana  to 
Carolina,  or  the  month  of  the  Kentucky  river, 
was  infinitely  more  so.  Yet,  on  the  part  of  the 
people  of  Louisiana,  whose  interests  were  thus 
afiected,  he  felt  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the 
influence,  of  the  ^^enerai  principles  ooght  to  out- 
weigh these  considerations ;  and  he  should  prove 
his  conviction  in  this  respect  by  voting  for  the 
amendment. '  Ideas  had  been  broached  this  day, 
which,  he  said,  were  new  to  him.  How  long 
since  we  had  been  taught  to  look  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  Union  to  a  military  spirit?  In  such 
a  spirit  generally  pervading  the  militia,  he  agreed, 
the  liberties  of  the  nation  found  a  safe  protec- 
tion ;  but,  instead  of  allowing  that  spirit  to  pervade 
the  community,  the  farorite  object  of  some  gen* 
tiemen  was  to  erect  it  into  a  separate  and  distinct 
establishment.  Instead  of  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant, he  considered  this  bill  as  one  of  the  most 
unimportant  hills  which  could  come  before  the 
House  of  a  general  nature  dorioff  the  present  aea- 
sion.    We  had  during  the  war Iwt  one  military 
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school ;  and  now,  in  a  state  of  peace,  gentlemen    the  cadet  will  be  bat  little  superior  in  mtliimry 


had  suddenly  discovered  the  necessity  of  establish- 
ing four  military  schools.  As  one,  Mr.  R.  said,  he 
saw  no  necessity  for  it.  He  preferred  to  have  but 
one  academy.and  that  at  tho  Seatof  Government. 
No  local  considerations  produced  this  preference 
on  his  mind,  but  it  arose  from  the  general  tm- 
pression  that,  next  to  travelling  through  the 
country,  and  examining  the  habits  and  customs 
of  its  different  parts,  the  best  way  of  extinguish- 
ing State  jealousies  and  local  feelings,  was  to 
associate  the  youths  of  the  different  parts  of  the 
country  as  much  as  possible.  Let  us  establish 
then,  he  said,  institutions  for  the  civil  and  military 
education  of  youth  within  this  District— »a  Dis- 
trict belonging  not  pecoliarly  to  any  part  of  the 
country,  but  having  more  than  any  other  an  inter- 
eat  in  the  prosperity  of  every  part  of  it.  Liet  us, 
said  Mr.  R.,  lay  aside  sectional  feelincs ;  let  us 
consider  ourselves,  in  this  hall,  as  members  of  the 
Gkncral  GK>vernaent ;  let  us  promote  the  general 
interest,  and,  i&y  word  for  it,  safd  he,  the  States 
will  take  cafe  of  themselves.  If  a  national  in- 
fluence be  produced  by  the  establishment  of  a 
military  school,  would  not  the  effect  be  much 
more  general  it  the  institution  were  established 
Ht  the  Seat  of  €rovemment,  than  if  at  any  other 
])oint  ?  He  thought  it  would  ;  he  was  satisfied 
that  the  youth  of  the  country  ought  to  come  here 
for  their  education,  whence  communicationscould 
be  readily  made  to  every  part  of  the  country ; 
where  their  education  and  general  welfare  could 
be  superintended  by  those  who  annually  reside 
some  time  at  the  Seat  of  Government  from  the  re- 
apeetive  States,  and  where  the  mode  of  education 
eould  be  generally  known  and  properly  ttppre* 
dnted.  to  order  to  prevent,  ds  far  as  possible, 
tlie  ereattoa  of  a  mtlitmry  spirit  distinct  from  the 
gmenil  interest,  and  to  gi79  all  possible  advan- 
tage, utility,  and  economy  to  the  establishnsent, 
he  was  id  favor  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SBROBAirr  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
because  he  considered  one  academy  as  sufficient, 
in  addition  to  the  one  now  in  existence ;  but  he 
was  opposed  to  placing  the  new  academy  within 
the  District  of  Columbia.  He  considered  this  in- 
stitutitHi  as  a  school  for  soldiers.  If  the  course  of 
education  should  consume  four  years,  under  the 
plan  propoeed  by  this  bill,  there  would  be  annu- 
ally discharged  from  the  academy  (having  com- 
pleted their  military  education)  about  two  hundred 
Joung  men.  The  present  Army  Establishment, 
Ir.  S.  said,  embraced  about  five  hundred  officers, 
he  believed.  The  number,  therefore,  who  would 
annually  complete  their  military  education,  would 


capacity  to  the  ^neral  mass  of  the  community. 
It  appeared  to  hiin,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  this  bill  was 
calculated  to  give  an  unreasonable  extension  to 
the  idea  of  military  education,  though  he  ap- 
proved of  a  reasonable  increase  of  the  present 
system.  If  four  academies  were  \ established  in 
different  sections  of  the  country,  other  sections 
would  come  forward  and  put  in  their  claims  j  and 
Congress  would  be  constantly  pressed,  by  the 
strong  motive  of  gratifying  particular  sections  of 
the  country,  to  increase  the  number,  without  a 
deliberate  regard  to  the  actual  wants  of  the  coun- 
try. The  argument  of  the  (^atleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  HOLBBBT,)  in  favor  of  the  number 
of  three,  was,  that  it  was  difficult  to  produce  a 
consentaneous  sentiment  in  favor  of  one  place ; 
it  was,  in  substance,  that  we  must  have  four,  be- 
cause we  ought  to  have  two.  Mr.  8.  said,  he  had 
heard  nothing  ffoing  to  show  that  the  establish- 
ment at  West  Point  could  not  be  sufficiently  ex- 
tended ;  and  for  his  part,  he  said,  he  should  prefer 
that  course.  A  great  deal  had  been  said  of  na- 
tional spirit  and  national  feelings,  which  would 
be  cultivated,  it  was  argued,  by  the  establishment 
of  the  additional  academy  at  this  place.  If  he 
were  to  hazard  an  opinion  on  this  subject,  it  would 
be,  that  this  was  the  worst  place  in  the  Union  to 
establish  an  academy.  If  political  or  party  dis- 
sension inflames  any  part  of  the  country,  is  not 
this  the  place  in  which  it  burns  with  intense  heat? 
It  must,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  be  so. 
How,  then,  can  you  expect  young  men,  assembled 
here,  to  escape  its  contagion?  He  placed  the 
question  in  another  view.  He  said  that  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  youth  from  their  homes  and  from 
society,  and  placing  them  at  a  distance,  where 
they  are  all  equally  slraogers,  and  where  there 
are  no  lines  of  distinction,  would  make  them  as 
brothers,  would  give  to  them  all  a  common  in- 
terest and  common  object.  He  should,  in  this 
view,  consider  West  Point  or  Harper's  Ferry  as 
a  better  situation  for  the  academy  than  any  pop- 
ulous city.  At  those  points^  the  young  men  as- 
sembled would  become  citizens  of  the  Cnited 
States.  Mr.  8.  acknowledged  the  force  of  the 
argument,  that  yoa  do  a  great  deal  towards  crea- 
ting a  national  feeling,  by  giving  us  something 
worthy  of  our  respect.  Make  our  country  strong, 
and  you  make  men  proud  of  it.  Apply  the  argu- 
ment. Would  this  effect,  he  asked,  be  produced 
b^  dividing  the  military  talent  we  possess  among 
different  institutions?  No,  the  object  would  be 
defeated,  unless  men  who  excel  in  the  different 
I  branches  of  science  could  be  found  for  instructors ; 


be  much  greater  than  could  be  empio^  in  the  I  and  he  much  doubted  whether  there  could  be  ob- 


Army,  which  was  the  object  of  their  instruction 
at  the  public  expense.  It  had  been  said,  that  they 
Would  make  officers  for  the  militia;  but,  after 
coming  out  of  the  schools,  if  they  were  not  put 
into  the  Army,  they  must  betake  themselves  to 
other  occupations,  and  would  soon  lose  in  other 
pursuits  the  military  knowledge  they  had  gained; 
the  soldier  would  be  sank  in  the  citizen.  Allow 
ten  years  to  elapse  after  the  conclusion  of  his 
idncation,  before  his  talents  are  put  to  use,  and 


tained,  with  the  inducements  offered  by  this  bill, 
men  of  proper  abilities  and  attainments  for  four 
Military  Academies.  He  would  greatly  prefer  to 
extend  the  Academy  at  West  Point.  The  dis- 
tance from  some  sections  of  the  Union  was  not 
so  great  an  object  as  was  represented.  It  mat- 
tered nothing  to  the  young  soldier  whether  he 
was  an  hundred  or  a  thousand  miles  from  home. 
He  who  takes  to  that  occupation  knows  before- 
hand it  is  one  of  privation  and  hardship,  and  he 
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expects  to  meet  with  both  from  the  moment  he 
takes  the  sword  in  band.  The  distance  from  his 
home  is  to  him  of  no  eonseqaeoce.  In  bringing 
yoang  men  all  together  at  one  place,  Congress 
would  do  something,  he  said,  towards  promoting 
that  national  feeling  and  harmony  of  sentiment 
which  is  so  often  spoken  of.  If  it  could  be  shown 
that  one  institution  would  not  educste  as  many 
young  men  as  were  necessary  to  be  instructed, 
then  the  ground  would  be  fairly  laid  for  increas- 
ing the  number.  Unless  it  shonld  be,  he  should 
TOte  against  the  number  proposed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
three,  and  inserting  one,  and  decided  in  the  aflSr- 
mative — yeas  91. 

The  question  to  make  the  correspondine  amend- 
ment in  the  section,  viz:  to  strike  out  all  respect* 
iDff  the  location  of  the  academies,  except  what 
relates  to  the  one  proposed  to  be  established  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  was  also  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  PiCKERma  theif  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  "within  the  District  of  Columbia,"  and 
insert,  ^'at  or  near  Harper's*  Ferry,  on  the  Po- 
tomac." 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  CuiT,  Mr.  PtCKBBiNO 
varied  his  motion  so  as  to  confine  it  to  striking 
out  the  District  of  Columbia,  leaving  a  blank  to 
be  filled  as  the  House  might  think  proper. 

The  motion,  so  varied,  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative  by  a  large  majority.  So  the  District 
was  put  out  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Clay  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the 
section  with  the  words  ^  Pittsburg,  at  the  junction 
of  the  Alleghany  and  Monongahela  rivers." 

This  motion  being  under  consideration,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Weonebday,  January  3. 

Mr.  Sbrgbant  presented  a  petition  of  Charles 
Stewart,  late  commander  of  the  frigate  Constitu- 
tion, on  behalf  of  himself,  and  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  said  frigate,  setting  forth  that,  during 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  he  captured  the 
British  ship  the  Levant,  and  sent  her  mto  a  port 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Qovernmeni  of  Por- 
tugal, from  whence  she  was  forcibly  retaken  by 
the  British  forces;  and  prayinc  that  the  value  of 
said  ship  may  be  paid  to  himself,  his  officers,  and 
men,  as  prize  money. 

Mr.  iNGaAM  presented  a  petition  of  John  Mc- 
Cauly,  prize  agent  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  brig 
Syren,  praying  to  be  paid  for  a  vessel  captured 
by  the  said  brig,  durine  the  late  war  with  the 
Bey  and  Regency  of  Tripoli,. which  was  after- 
wards taken  into  the  Naval  service  of  the  United 
States. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Tdckbb,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  a 
subscription  for  an  edition  of  such  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  Slates  as  relate  exclusively  to  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dbsba,  the  Committee  of 


Commerce  and  Manofiutores  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establisbiog,  by 
law.  a  port  of  entry  at  Maysviile,  in  the  State  of 
Kentucky. 

MONET  LOST  BY  A  PURSER. 

Mr.  Yancbt,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  William  F.  Rod- 
gers,  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein 
contained  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  report  is  as  follows:    . 

That  the  petitioner  was  purser  of  the  United  States 
ship  Adams,  which  was  destroyed  at  Penobscot  to  pre- 
vent her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy ;  that  the 
petitioner  states  that  he  was  directed  by  the  captain  of 
the  Adams,  abont  the  SOth  Angnst,  1814,  to  obtain 
from  the  navy  agent  at  Portland,  money  to  pay  the 
crew,  which  he  did  lo  the  amoont  of  about  $1,800; 
lhat»  before  he  had  an  opportunity  of  paying  the  same 
over  to  the  crew,  the  enemy  appeared  m  great  force  on 
the  rivert  and  that  he  deemed  it  pmdent  and  aafo  to 
depoaile  the  money  for  safo-keeping  with  General 
Croabj,  who  was  then  acting  as  agent  of  the  ship. 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  from  the  affidavit  of 
General  Crosby,  that  the  petitioner,  at  the  time  of  the 
attack  on  the  Adams,  handed  to  him  a  cheek  on  the 
Portland  Bank  for  $8i00,  and  a  bundle  of  paper  money, 
which  General  Crosby  did  not  count,  bnt  which  the 
petitioner  has  since  stated  to  him  contained  $  1,000 ; 
that  the  check  and  bundle  of  money  which  were  gi^en 
to  him  were  deposited  in  a  small  trunk ;  and  that,  on 
the  near  approach  of  the  enemy,  the  General  directed 
hie  little  eon  to  cany  the  trunk  into  the  adjacent  wood, 
and  that  he,  being  alarmed  by  the  firing,  dropped  it 
and  fled.  The  trunk  was  alterwards  found,  and  was 
plundered,  and  one  of  the  persona  suspected  of  the 
plunder  pursued  and  detected  with  the  check  and  $400 
m  hie  posseaaion.  The  petitioner  states  thst  he  has 
been  able  to  get  only  $900  of  that  and  the  check.  He 
piaya  of  Congress  that  en  act  may  be  passed,  giving 
him  a  credit  in  his  acoonnt  with  the  United  States  of 
•800. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  from  a  fall  conaider^ 
tion  of  all  the  ciicnmstancea  of  this  case,  that  the  peti- 
tioner is  not  entitled  to  relief,  and  tbeiefore  recommend 
to  the  Honse  the  following  resolution : 

RtMotoed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  allowed. 

Mr.  Yamcbt  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Gkorge  S.  Wise,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 

MILITARY  ACADEMIES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of 
Military  Academies. 

Mr.  CLA.T  (Speaker)  withdrew  the  motion  he 
had  yes>terday  made  to  place  the  only  academy 
remaining  on  the  bill  at  Pittsburg;  and  in  liea 
thereof  moved  to  establish  it  at  or  near  the  month 
of  Licking  River  on  the  Ohio,  not  as  a  poini  h& 
preferred,  because  he  thought  better  situationa 
than  that  might  be  selected,  but  because  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afidirs  bad  originally  decided 
in  favor  of  that  site.  Mr.  C.  urged  various  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  this  location  of  the  additional 
academy. 


437 


fflSTORY  OP  OONGRBSS. 


438 


Janoart,  1816. 


Military  Academim, 


H.  orR. 


Theqaescion  on  this  motion  was  deeiUcd  io 
the  Degati?e — 68  to  58. 

A  motion  of  Mr.  Cammon.  to  insert  Nashville 
io  the  State  of  Teooessee,  met  wiih  no  better 
success,  there  beioff  only  about  fifty  votes  in  favor 
of  it. 

Mr.  Lewis  then  moved  to  insert  in  the  blank 
Harper's  Ferry,  in  the  State  of  Virginia. 

This  motion  was  opposed  at  some  length  by 
Mr.  Wbioht,  who  preferred  the  original  proper 
sition  to  establish  three  additional  Military  Acad* 
amies;  but  if  only  one  were  to  be  established,  be 
would  wish  to  see  it  established  further  South. 

Mr.  Lewis's  proposition  met  with  no  favor, 
there  being  but  15  or  16  votes  in  the  aflSrmative. 
Mr.  BuaNStDB  then  moved  to  insert  Carlisle, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. — This  proposition 
received  about  the  same  number  of  votes  as  the 
last. 

Mr.  Barbour  bad  preferred  greatly  the  District 
of  Columbia,  if  only  one  additional  academy  was 
to  be  established  \  but,  as  the  House  had  departed 
from  the  District,  he  thought  the  position  of  the 
academy  ought  to  be  determined  by  geographical 
considerations,  having  reference  to  the  one  already 
established.  Under  the  impression  that  this  was 
a  point  which  combined  geographical  with  local 
advantages,  he  moved  Abingdon,  in  the  State  of 
Virginia. 

Mr.  Sbefpey,  the  Representative  from  that  dis- 
trict, stated  the  precise  bearings  of  Abingdon,  and 
the  advantages  which  recommend  it  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House. 

Mr.  Cannon  spoke  in  favor  of  Knoxville,  in 
Tennessee,  in  preference  to  Abingdon ;  in  which 
idea  he  was  supported  by  Mr.  Wriqbt. 

Mr.  Barbour  having  withdrawn  his  motion, 
to  allow  the  question  to  be  taken  on  Knoxville, 
there  appeared  to  be  in  favor  of  that  place  84  votes; 
against  it  63. 

So  the  House  decided  to  insert  Knoxville,  in 
Tennessee. 

Mr.  WiLOR  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
of  the  first  section,  except  the  enacting  clause, 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  a  provision  authorizing 
the  establishment  by  the  Executive  of  one  or 
more  Military  Academies,  not  exceeding  three, 
at  such  places  as  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  shall  prescribe. 

Mr.  Calboun  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  the  words  one  or  more,  and  in- 
serting three. — Negatived. 

After  some  debate,  Mr.  Wilbb's  motion  was 
rejected  by  a  laive  majority. 

Mr.  Root,  after  some  prefatory  observations 
and  subsequent  illustrations,  founded  on  what  he 
conceived  the  abuse  of  the  benefits  of  these  insti- 
tutions, by  their  being  diverted  to  the  purposes  of 
general  education  of  their  sons  by  those  wealthy 
or  influential  men  who  jpined  their  sons  admis- 
sion there,  moved  the  following  amendment  to 
the  bill : 

"  That  no  candidate  for  a  cadet  (except  as  hefeio- 
sAer  provided)  shall  be  admitted  into  aoj  of  the  acad- 
saucs  afbiesaid,  who  shall  not  be  under  the  age  of 
twan^oone  years,  nor  until  after  he  shall  have  bean 


examined  by  the  said  prefsieors  and  teachers,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  and  found  to  be  well  veiled  in  the 
Lsttn,  Greek,  French  and  Spanish  languages ;  in  hi^ 
tory  and  geography,  in  the  various  branches  of  the 
matbematioi,  induoing  trigonometry,  geometry,  and 
in  moral,  natural  and  experimental  philosophy  and  as- 
tronomy, and  shall  then,  with  approbation  in  writing 
of  his  father,  mother,  or  guardian,  as  the  case  may  re- 
quire, engage,  by  a  regular  engagement,  to  serve  for 
the  term  of  fi^e  years,  unleis  sooner  promoted  or  dis- 
charged; and  in  case  he  ihall  absent  himself  withoni 
leave,  or  be  discharged  for  any  other  cause  than  last- 
ing debility  of  body  or  mind,  or  in  case  of  promotion 
shall  refute  or  neglect  to  aoeept  thereof,  or  shall  resign 
within  three  years  thereafter,  for  any  other  canee  than 
as  above*mentioned,  the  father,  mother,  or  guardian,  ae 
the  ease  may  rsqutre,  shslt  forfeit  and  pav  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  full  amount  of  the  pay  and  emolumenla 
of  such  cadet,  during  his  continnance  at  any  of  the 
said  academiss:  Provided,  nevertkeleu.  That  whenever 
it  shall  appejar  to  the  President  thst  any  young  man,  of 
natural  abilities,  is  desirous  <if  entering  as  a  cadet  into 
any  of  the  said  academies,  and  it  shall  be  certified  in 
writing,  by  his  parent  or  guardian,  that  he  or  she  is 
unable  to  educate  hb  or  her  son  or  ward,  and  the 
▼erity  of  such  certificate  shall  be  satisfactorily  estab- 
Ushed,  it  shsll  be  lawful  for  the  President  to  authorise 
his  admission  into  any  of  the  said  academies,  upon 
the  terms  heretofore  in  nrsctioe  at  the  Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point ;  and  provided,  also,  that  any  num- 
ber of  cadets  above  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  exceeding  the  number 
limit^  in  and  hf  this  act,  may  be  admitted  into  anj 
of  the  said  academies,  and  discharged  on  the  request 
of  their  rsspeetive  psients  or  guanlians,  on  clothing 
snd  sttbsistittg  themselves,  and  without  reeeiving  pay 
or  rations  from  the  United  BUtes." 

This  amendment  was  negatived  by  a  consider- 
able majority. 

The  question  being  on  the  Committee's  rising 
and  reporting  the  bill  as  amended^ 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  had  he 
been  satisfied  with  thecourseof  this  debate,  or  could 
have  hoped  for  such  a  decision  on  this  bill  as  he 
could  acquiesce  io,  he  should  not  have  troubled  the 
House  with  anv  observations  thereon.  Gkntlemea 
appeared  to  take  many  things  for  granted  on  this 
occasion,  which,  for  one,  he  was  not  disposed  to 
concede;  particularly  the  power  of  Congress  to 
pass  the  bill  in  its  present  form,  and  the  expedi- 
ency of  doing  it.  In  what  part  of  the  Constitu- 
tion do  we  find,  said  he,  the  power  for  establish- 
ing these  academies,  or  indeed  any  seminaries  of 
learning?  But  I  pray  you,  sir,  let  me  not  be 
misunderstood  upon  this  subject;  let  it  not  be 
supposed  that  I  w|sh  to  close  any  door  of  infor- 
mation which  it  is  possible  for  us  to  keep  open. 
No,  sir;  but  I  could  have  wished  that  much  of 
our  treasure  which  has  been  wasted  in  useless 
objects,  could  have  been  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  science ;  but  this  power  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  delegated  to  us  by  the  people.  Their 
money  is  not  to  be  bestowed  by  us  on  any  indi- 
vidual, unless  for  services  rendered.  It  may  be 
Nupposed  by  many,  that  this  bill  is  similar  In  its 
provisions  to  that  establishing  the  present  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point;  but  they  vary  totally 
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in  prineiple  and  featares.    Bf  the  SBdi  seetida  of 
thai  act  which  passed  in  March,  180d,  soon  af^ 
Mr.  JefTersoD  came  into  office,  and  was  for  fixing 
the  Military  Peace  Bstabiishment,  the  President 
was  aatborized  to  organize  a  corps  of  engineers, 
to  consist  of  one  principal  engineer,  six  assistant 
engineers,  and  ten  cadets,  with  power  of  promo- 
tion— but  at  no  time  to  exceed  twenty  officers 
and  cadets :  by  the  27th  section  they  were  sta- 
tioned at  West  Point,  and  were  to  constitute  a 
Military  Academy,  but  were  subject,  at  all  times 
to  do  duty  in  such  places,  and  on  such  service  as 
the  President  might  direct.    Thus  they  were,  to 
every  extent,  a  part  of  the  Military  Peace  Estab* 
lishment,  and  were  organized  as  other  troops  are ; 
not  so  the  establishments  eonieoBplated  by  this 
bill ;  which  goes  to  aiier  the  preaenc  Bstablish* 
oMut,  and  to  conrert  the  whole  into  seminaries  of 
learning,  and  the  cadets  into  students  in  the  va- 
rious arts  and  sciences — without  any  services  to 
be  rendered  to  the  public  for  the  expense  which 
must  be  incuri^ed  in  their  education.    And  at  the 
end  of  three  or  five  years,  they  are  thrown  back 
upon  society,  with  nothing  but  their  swords  to 
carve  their  way  to  fortune  and  to  power.    It  is 
not  consistent,  sir.  with  the  principles  of  our  in- 
stitutions, with  the  genius  of  our  Republican 
Government,  to  form  and  cherish  a  body  of  this 
kind ;  mere  soldiers  of  fortune.    Gentlemen  say 
that  they  are  to  be  educated  to  form  officers  for 
our  Rtandingarmy,  and  for  the  militia.    I  thought, 
sir,  at  the  last  session,  when  yon  fixed  your  Mili- 
tary Bstablishmefit—- your  standing  army  in  time 
of  peace-^t  tan  thousand  men,  three  times  the 
number  of  your  Peaee  Establish  meat  under  Wash* 
INGTOM  and  Adam«,  and  four  thousand  more  than 
was  first  voted  in  this  House-^the  principal  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  so  large  an  establishment  was. 
that  it  would  aflbrd  us  a  sufficient  number  of  well 
instructed  officers,  should  we  again  be  involved 
in  war.    But,  sir,  how  are  these  cadets  to  be  in- 
corporated as  officers  into  your  present  Army  ? 
Do  you  intend  they  shall  supersede  the  veteran 
officers  of  the  line  ?    Will  that  promote  harmony 
in  the  ranks,  or  reward  merit  in  your  officers  ? 
Let  them  answer  the  question. 

In  what  part  of  our  Constitution  then,  sir,  do 
we  find  our  power  to  establish  academies  on  the 
principle  contemplated  by  this  hill  ?  I  shall  pro* 
bably  be  pointed  to  our  power  "to  raise  and 
support  armies."  But  do  tnese  cadets  form  any 
portion  of  our  Army  ?  Is  it  even  intended,  were 
they  capable,  that  they  should  do  duty  as  soldiers  ? 
Not  at  all.  Sir,  I  do  no  not  like  this  mode  of  le- 
gislating the  people  out  of  their  rights  and  their 
poperty,  by  degrees;  you  first  pass  a  law,  organ- 
izing a  corps  of  enjpfioeers  and  cadets,  provide  for 
their  instruction,  tor  an  equivalent  in  duty  and 
service  to  be  rendered  by  them,  and  place  them 
in  a  Military  Academy ;  you  now  convert  this 
Military  Academy  into  a  seminary  of  learning 
generally,  take  away  the  equivalent,  and  educate 
the  young  men  who  may  be  so  fortunate  as  to 
gain  admission  there,  at  the  public  expense.  If 
you  can  thus  constitutionally  educate  eight  hun- 
dred young  men,  why  not  eight  thonsand— <wby 


not,  indeed,  all  the  youth  of  the  country  T — there 
would,  indeed,  be  some  equality  in  this  latter  case, 
as  all  the  people  would  then  be  equally  benefited. 
Granting,  however,  for  the  argument,  that  yon 
have  the  power  to  pass  this  bill — ^where  is  the 
necessity  or  the  expediency  of  doing  it?  As  I 
before  remarked,  and  as  was  on  a  former  occasion 
contended  by  all  those  who  now  advocate  this 
bill,  will  not  yonr  standing  army  of  ten  thousand 
men  afford  you  officers  sufficient — better  instructed 
and  accustomed  to  command?  Nor,  sir,  is  the 
expense  of  this  establishment  to  be  (^erlook^. 
Rid  yourselves  of  the  arrearages  of  the  late 
war,  before  you  make  too  many  preparations 
for  another.  Revive  public  credit ;  replenish  your 
Treasury;  do  justice  to  the  Army  and  Navy, 
which  have  fought  your  battles,  and  preservai 
you  in  the .  hour  of  peril— «b  far,  I  mean,  as  the 
Ggvernment  put  it  in  their  power  to  serve  their 
country.  Pay  the  veteran  soldier  and  seaman, 
who  hare  survived  the  storm  of  war,  the  pittance 
that  is  due  to  them.  Pay  their  pensions  to  the 
maimed  and  halt,  for  the  legs  and  arms  which 
you  have  caused,  by  yoar  war,  to  be  severed  from 
them ;  and,  "  if  you  can  administer  to  a  mind 
diseased,''  comfort  and  bind  up  the  broken  hearla 
of  the  widow  and  fatherless. 

But,  sir,  plausible  as  the  reasons  are  which  have 
been  urged  by  some  in  favor  of  this  bill,  harm« 
less  as  some  of  its  features  may  appear,  I  am  per- 
suaded that  what  is  thus  shown  to  the  public  are 
only  the  ostensible  purposes  for  w hie n  it  is  re- 
commended.   For  the  real  purposes,  we  must  go 
to  the  dark  recesses  of  rtia  palace,  or  the  still  more 
dark  recesses  of  the  mind  of  the  President,  or  of 
his  declared  successor.    We  must  go  to  the  Mes« 
sage  of  the  President  at  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion, for  the  origin  and  purpose  of  this  bill.    And 
I  agree  with  my  honorable  friend  from  Bfassa- 
chusetts,  (Mr.  Hulbbbt,)  that  a  good  measure  is 
not  to  be  rejected  because  ofierad  by  a  person 
whom  we  distrust ;  and  when  such  a  measure  is 
offered,  let  it  be  by  what  hand  it  may,  I  will  go 
aa  ftir  as  that  honorable  gentleman  in  support  of 
it,  if  it  has  for  its  object  the  interest  of  the  peo- 
ple or  the  welfare  M  aur  country.    But  eonl- 
denee  is  said  to  be  a  plant  of  slow  growth,  and 
the  honorable  genti«mmn  will  pardon  me,  if  I  can- 
not go  with  him  from  the  highest  dtstmst  of,  to 
the  greatest  confidence  in,  the  iiiteMlons  and 
views  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate.    Look  at 
the  tenth  and  eleventh  pages  of  the  Message. 
He  there,  first,  recommends,  as  an  improvement 
in  our  Military  Establishment,  the  organhtation 
of  a  corps  of  invalids.    A  bill  for  this  purpose 
has  been  acted  upon  by  the  House.    Next  an  en- 
largement of  the  Military  Academy,  and  the 
establishment  of  others  in  other  sections  of  the 
Union.    This  is  attempted  by  the  present  bill. 
He  goes  on :  ^And  I  cannot  press  too  much  on 
'  the  attention  of  Congress  such  a  classification 
'  and  organization  of  the  militia  as  will  most  ef- 
*  feotnally  render  it  the  safeguard  of  a  ft«e  State." 
Free  Btate,  indeed  t    H^w  long  would  any  coun- 
try remain  frtt  with  the  who4e  physical  force 
illrereof  in  the  hands  of  <he  Chief  Magisti»ans  1 
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We  well  undented,  airi  what  this  mild  term 
da/mficaiion  means.     It  was  urged  opoD  ub. 
pressed  upoD  us,  at  the  last  sessioo,  in  the  odious 
lorm  of  a  French  conseription.    Yes,  bir;  the 
sons  of  America,  the  hopes  of  their  country  and 
of  their  families,  were  to  be  torn  from  the  arms 
of  their  parents  and  harnessed  to  the  chariots  of 
war.    Yes,  sir;  this  virtuous  measure  was,  in- 
deed, pressed  upon  -us  hy  the  then  Secretary  of 
War,  now  Secretary  of  Stale,  and  heir  apparent 
of  the  Presidency.     ^^  With  this  subject,''  says 
your  President,  ^*  is  intimately  coaaeoted  the  ne- 
cessity of  accommodating  the  kws,  in  every  re- 
spect, to  the  great  ob^ct  of  enabling  the  political 
authority  of  the  Union,"  (meaning  himself,)  ^*  to 
ofuploy  pronnptlv  and  effectually ,''  (yes,  without 
any  control  of  we  States,)  "the  physical  power 
of  the  Uoiou,"  (that  is,  the  bayonets,)  *^  in  the 
eases  designated  by  the  Constitution ;"  that  is,  to 
execute  conscription  and  embargo  laws;  to  sup- 
press insucrectftoas  which  his  own  tyranny  and 
oppression  noajf  have  caused ;  and  to  repel  inva- 
sions which  his  own  rashness  and  iblly.  as  in 
the  tate  war,  invited.    Qraut  the  power,  b^  this 
short  paragraph  of  the  Message  requested  with  so 
much  earnestness,  and  elevate  an  ambitious  blood- 
thirsty villain  to  the  Presidency,  and  tbe  liberties 
of  this  country  would  not  survive  a  year  of  his 
Administration*    And  if  the  people,  or  their  rep- 
resentativesf,  do  grant  this  power,  and  therel^ 
raise  the  sword  to  their  throats,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  our  then  itiaster  would,  in  mercy,  even  end 
our  miseries  with  our  lives.    But,  sir,  your  Presi- 
dent is  not  to  have  this  power,  though  he  seek  it 
with  tesirs ;  he  has  not  made  that  correct  use  of 
the  power  which  he  now  unfortunately  possesses, 
that  we  should  ieel  perfectly  sa(e  in  surrendering 
our  liberties  into  his  hands. 

But,  sir,  the  real  object  of  this  bill  is  SSxeeu- 
tive  patronage.  Patronage  is  written  in  tyerj 
feature  of.it.  The  Presadenl  is  not  to  organise 
this  corps  as  other  military  corps  a«e,  but  he  is  to 
appoint  the  eight  hundred  oadeto.  A  fine  oppor* 
tuaity  1,0  provide  for  the  young  fry  of  th/s  Ad- 
ministration, the  mere  underbrush  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  royal  cousina  of  ihe  Palaoe. 
He,  besore,  bad  it  in  hij;  power  |o  provide  for  the 
old  birds  of  the  Administration,  and,  to  do  them 
justice,  they  have  well  feathered  their  nests,  and 
their  gpkpitig,  unfledged  ofispriiig  will  now  be  fed 
from  the  bill  of  the  Qovernmeni.  Sir,  this  is  not 
mere  suspicion.  This  bill  puts  it  in  the  po«er  of 
the  President  to  indiilge  this  most  odious  Akvori^- 
ism,  and,  from  what  has  been  ck>ne  on  other  occa- 
sions, there  is  no  doubt  this  pojwer  will  be.abused. 
The  honorable  gentleqiaA  from  the  State  of  New 
York  (Mr.  Root)  has  proved  that  abuses  have 
crept  tnto  the  institution  at  West  PoiQt-*-4hat 
none  but  the  sons  of  the  rich  and  the  powerful  can 
gain  admittance  there.  And  the  most  odious  par- 
tiality is  manifested  in  sopie  of  the  appoinimcnu 
in  the  Navy,  par ticulsrly  of  midshipmen.  Mere 
cbildjen,  of  the  favored  few,  have  been  appointed, 
wbo  never  were  on  board  a  ship  of  war,  and  have 
nothing  of  the  seaman  about  them  ejteept  the  an- 
chor on  )their  buttoaat  and  this,  too,  to  the  ex- 


clusion of  many  brare  and  deserving  sailors, 
masters^  and  mates,  whom  your  restrictive  acts 
drove  from  the  merchants'  employ.  I  know  of 
many  improper  appointments  ot  this  kind ;  some 
in  this  very  city.  However,  they  belonged  to  the 
royal  cousins.  It  is  a  shame,  sir^  that  tbe  brave 
Navy  of  this  country  should  sofier  by  such  gross 
partiality.  Many,  able  and  willing  to  serve  oa 
board  our  gallant  Navy,  dear  to  their  friends  and 
an  ornament  to  their  eouniry,  despairing  of  ob- 
taining better  service,  have  been  compelled  by 
tke  preesnre  of  ihe  war,  to  seek  employ  and  sufH 
port  on  board  your  private  armed  Tesseb ;  and  in 
too  many  eases  their  lives  have  been  a  forfeit  to 
their  necessities.  And,  sir,  what  will  be  the  eoa- 
sequences  of  these  abusive  appointments  in  your 
Navy  ?  These  boys,  always  thus  thrown  in  at 
tbe  cabin-windows,  will,  from  the  dates  of  tb«r 
commissions  as  midshipmen,  be  preferred  to  tbe 
hardy  seaman  who  has  weathered  many  a  gnle  at 
sea,  escaped  the  perils  of  the  ocean,  and  survived 
the  shodk  of  battle.  This  must  not,  nay,  shall 
not  be.  The  Navjr  is  the  darling  of  the  people. 
They  will  protect  it. 

Tbe  friends  of  this  bill  have  introdoeed  many 
things  into  the  debate  which  have  no  connexion 
with  tbe  subiect.  An  honorable  ffentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  CalbouhJ  whose  intelli- 
gence and  acoteness  we  often  Kave  occasion  to 
admire,  congratulates  himself  and  the  Houae  on 
tbe  expression  of  national  feeling  and  patrioUam, 
which  he  thinks  he  can  discover  in  the  covntrjr, 
and  which  he  is  pleased  to  ascribe  to  what  ha  is 
pleased  to  call,  th^  gUny  and  mtceem  qJ  the  wmr. 
Glory  and  success  of  the  war  1  Where  in  the 
name  of  Qod  does  he  discover  this  glory  and  sik- 
cess?  I  have  often  read  this  language  in  paHy 
prints,  devoud  to  tbe  powers  that  aie,  and  it  may 
Iiave  been  attended  with  success  in  taverns  and 
grog-shopsr— not  that  I  would  insinuate  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  gains  his  intellkeace  from 
these  corrupt  souf!ees-<-his  spirit  and  iaiaependkHiee 
are  above  them.  I  say,  sir,  this  language  may 
have  issued  from  these  corrupt  sources,  but  1 
never  expected  to  hear  it  on  this  floor,  Wheie, 
let  me  ask  the  honorable  gentleman,  ave  we  to 
look  for  this  clory  and  snceeas^^where  will  for- 
eign natioan  Took  (or  it  ^  When  you  declaied 
the  late  war;  when  this  House  published  their 
faf-famad  manifesto,  which  I  believe  that  honor- 
able gentleman  himself  had  a  hand  in  compoeui^, 
(and  it  was  an  honor  to  the  head^  whatever  it 
might  be  to  the  heart  that  drew  it,)  you  pro- 
claimed to  tbe  world  the  wrongs  and  the  insedts 
you  had  suffered,  and  intimated  that  the  svovd 
you  drew  was  not  to  be  sheathed  until  they  wure 
redressed,  and  future  aggressions  provided  against. 
Iiet  me  ask,  then,  sir,  have  you  obtained  a  stngie 
ofa(ject  for  which  you  drew  the  sword  ?  Look  at 
your  declaratioo-->your  causes  of  war^ and  see  if 
you  find  one  of  them  provided  for  in  your  Treaty 
of  Peace.  Injuries  which  you  declared  must  be 
redressed,  or  this  would  cease  to  be  an  independ- 
ent nation—they  are  not  only  not  provided  for, 
but  abandoned,  suriendered,  given  up  to  your 
enemy*    Sir,  had  this  beon  a  conquered  country, 
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our  MiDisters  on  their  knees  before  their  haughty 
conqiteror,  with  his  drawn  sword  at  their  throats, 
terms  more  hamiiiatiogf  coald  not  have  been  dic- 
tated. You  give  up  your  sailors — ay,  *^rree  trade 
and  sailors'  rights,"  andall*- giveupdefiaitioo  of 
blockade — ^give  up  violated  neutral  rights,  and 
leave  a  portion  of  your  own  country  (Moose  Isl- 
and) in  the  possession  of  the  enemy,  till  they 
shall  be  pleased  to  decide  whether  your  own  coun- 
try does  or  not  belong  to  you.  Qlory  and  suc- 
cess, indeed  I  But  do  not  for  a  moment  imagine, 
sir,  that  I  would  in  the  least  detract  from  the 
well-earned  fame  of  your  gallant  Navy,  and  cer- 
tain individuals  and  corps  of  your  Army;  but  this 
exclusively  belongs  to  them.  Sir,  the  more  meri- 
torious, as  they  were  so  miserably  seconded  by 
the  Gk>¥ernment.  The  very  name  of  your  Navy 
animates  the  patriot's  bosom.  The  constellation 
of  her  heroes  shall  '*  shine  as  the  brightness  of 
the  firmament,  and  as  the  stars  forever  and  ever." 
Sir,  your  Government  is  not  yet  identified  with 
the  Navy,  nor  the  individuals  of  the  Administra- 
tion with  those  heroes  who  are  encircled  with 
?[lory.  Will  you,  sir,  attempt  to  strip  the  garland 
rom  the  brow  of  a  Hull,  a  Decatur,  nay,  all  our 
gallant  sailors,  to  decorate  the  prolific  head  of  the 
miserable  projector  of  contemptible  gunboats;  or 
tear  by  the  roots,  from  a  Ripley,  a  Scott,  a  Jack- 
son, and  a  Brown,  if  von  please,  and  their  brave 
companions  in  arms,  their  well-earned  laurels,  to 
adorn  the  brows  of  the  heroes  of  the  ruined  Capi- 
tol, or  to  transplant  them  in  the  barren  fields  of 
Bladensburg?  Believe  me,  sir,  their  brows  can- 
not bear  the  weight  of  such  glory  any  more  than 
the  individuals  can  acquire  it.  Will  such  blasted 
fields  yield  the  fruit  of  honor?  Foreign  nations, 
air,  and  impartial  posterity,  will  do  justice  to 
them  all.  This  is  not  a  subject  of  my  calling  up ; 
it  affords  no  pleasure  to  me  to  enumerate  the 
faults  of  the  Government,  or  the  distress  and  dis- 
grace of  my  country.  It  is  the  love  I  bear  that 
country,  interwoven  as  it  is  with  every  sensation 
of  the  heart,  which  makes  me  grieve  for  the  mis« 
fortunes  which  the  rashness  and  folly  of  her 
rulers  by  the  late  war  have  brought  upon  her; 
miliiotts  of  treasure  wasted,  and  thousands  of 
lives  of  American  citizens,  each  as  valuable  as 
that  of  your  President,  sacrificed,  in  a  ruinous, 
unnecessary,  and  inexpedient  war.  Let  the 
friends  and  promoters  of  that  war,  in  future, 
maintain  that  humble  silence  thereon  which  its 
solemnity  demands. 

Mr.  HuLBERT  said  he  begged  the  indulgence  of 
the  Committee  a  few  minutes.  He  wished  to 
reply  to  some  observations  which  had  fallen  from 
his  honorable  colleague^  (Mr.  Kino.) 

He  said  he  was  surprised  to  hear  the  objection 
that  Congress  have  no  Constitutional  right  to 
establish  Military  Academies.  He  believed  it 
was  the  first  time  the  objection  had  ever  been 
made.  If^  as  his  colleague  contended,  the  estab- 
mentof  Military  Academies  was  unconstitutional, 
it  was  not  a  little  surprising  that  no  one  had  ever 
before  made  the  discovery.  Several  laws  in  rela- 
tion to  the  institution  at  West  Point  had  been 
pa»ed  under  Administrations  of  very  different 


political  character ;  but  whatever  might  have  been 
thought  of  the  expediency  of  those  laws,  he  was 
confident  no  one  had  ever  questioned  their  con* 
stitutlonality.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  says,  ^Congress  shall  have  power  to  raise 
and  support  armies."  This  he  thought  a  clear 
and  ample  authority  to  pass  the  bill  before  us. 
His  honorable' colleague  had  asserted  that  this 
was  the  first  time  the  terms  **  Military  Aeademy" 
had  ever  been  used  in  our  laws.  This  was  a 
great  mistake.  If  the  gentleman  had  looked  into 
the  laws  of  1802,  he  would  have  found  the  very 
terms  which  now  appear  to  htm  so  novel.  His 
colleague  had  also  asserted  that  the  Military 
Academy  formed  no  part  of  the  Peace  Establish- 
ment. Here  he  was  equally  erroneous.  The 
corps  of  engineers  constitutes  the  Academy  at 
West  Point,  and  that  corps  had  been  constantly 
preserved  since  its  first  organization,  and  the  act 
of  1815,  fixing  the  present  Peace  Establishment, 
expressly  declares  that  that  corps  shall  be  re- 
tained. Mr.  H.  thought  the  point  too  plain  lo 
admit  of  a  doubt. 

The  honorable  gentleman  had  uiged,  m  a  very 
serious  objection  against  this  bill,  that  we  had  no 
money  to  spare  for  the  proposed  appropriation. 
Mr.  n.  said  he  knew  that  the  Treasury  had  been 
drained,  had  been  completely  exhausted;  but  a 
deep  and  rapid  current  of  revenue  was  now  pour- 
ing into  it,  and  he  hoped  it  would  soon  be  replen- 
ished. The  sum  proposed  for  the  erection  of 
three  new  academies  was  only  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  even  that  sum  could  now  be 
considerably  lessened,  as  it  had  been  determined 
to  establish  but  one  additional  school.  He  hoped 
he  was  fully  aware  of  the  necessity  and  import- 
ance of  economy;  but  it  was  not  economy  to  re- 
fuse to  give  small  sums  of  money  for  great  and 
important  benefits,  and  such  he  believed  would 
be  the  fruits  of  this  measure.  His  colleague 
would,  he  was  confident,  agree  with  him,  that 
the  age  of  calculators  was  as  much  to  be  dreaded 
as  the  age  of  spendthrifu. 

My  honorable  colleague,  continued  Mr.  Hul- 
BBRT,  says  he  strongly  suspects  that  the  real 
object  of  this  bill  is  not  disclosed.  He  fears  that 
some  mischief  lurks  behind  the  curtain.  This 
may,  he  says,  be  a  part  of  a  plan  of  the  present 
Administration  to  get  the  military  power  under 
their  control,  and  thereby  destrov  the  liberties  of 
the  country.  Mr.  H.  said  he  belonged  to  the 
committee  who  reported  this  bill.  He  thought 
it  a  plain  and  simple  proposition  to  enlarge  the 

E resent  establishment  of  the  Military  Academy, 
le  saw  in  the  measure  none  of  those  frightful 
evils  so  strongly  apprehended  by  the  gentleman. 
He  hoped  his  honorable  colleague  would  not  be 
too  much  alarmed ;  would  not  be  too  suspicious. 
He  said  he  had,  when  young,  often  been  cau- 
tioned not  to  be  looking  out  for  bears ;  for  they 
always  appeared  to  those  who  expected  to  see 
them.  This  caution  he  recommended  to  the 
attention  of  his  honorable  colleague. 

My  colleague,  said  Mr.  H..  has  strenuously 
urged  that  the  appointment  of  so  great  a  number 
of  cadets,  as  is  contemplated  by  the  bill,  would 
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give  Co  the  Presidenl  aa  improper  and  dangerous 
patronage.  To  whom  would  the  gentleman  give 
the  power  of  appointment  1  Might  it  not  be 
made  a  system  of  favoritism  by  any  other  man, 
or  body  of  men.  as  well  as  b^  the  President? 
The  President  has  by  the  Constitution  the  power 
of  a ppoin ting  ail  officers  of  the  Army,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  But  since 
the  Senate  cannot  with  convenience  be  consulted 
on  the  selection  of  each  cadet,  why  not  give  the 
authority  to  the  President  alone?  Mr.  H.  said 
he  was  one  of  those  who  never  believed  that  Ex- 
ecutive patronage  was  too  great  in  this  country. 
He  would  rather  see  it  increased  than  lessened. 
All  grants  of  power  might  be  abused,  bat  that 
was  not  a  sufficient  argument  against  the  grant. 
As  to  the  story  of  children  strutting  in  the  dress 
of  midshipmen,  Mr.  H.said  he  strongly  suspected 
that  his  colleague  here  had  seen  another  beaV; 
that  he  had  been  deceived  by  some  mock  military 
exhibition  of  the  school  boys  of  this  city,  which 
he  had  himself  sometimes  seen  here  and  else- 
where on  hoiydays. 

His  honorable  friend  and  others  had  contended 
that  the  number  of  cadets  proposed  was  too  great ; 
that  there  would  be  more  than  could  be  commis- 
sioned by  the  Govern ment.  Mr.  H.  said  it  was 
not  expected  that  all  of  the  cadets  would  be  em- 
ployed as  officers  in  time  of  peace.  The  very 
object  of  this  military  institution  was  to  be  pre- 
pared for  war.  Undoubtedly  many  of  the  cadets, 
after  having  finished  their  military  education, 
would  willingly  return  to  their  homes  and  engage 
in  the  pursuits  of  civil  life.  But  in  time  of  war, 
in  the  day  of  peril  and  danger,  in  the  hour  that 
should  try  men'.i  souls,  they  would  come  forth 
at  the  call  of  their  Government,  and  lead  the  har- 
dy' freemen  of  their  country  to  victory  and  to 
glory.  Let  gentlemen  calculate  how  many  com- 
missioned officers  are  employed  in  the  present 
Peace  Establishment,  and  then  reflect  that  the 
time  may  come  when  we  may  have  an  army  of 
sixty  or  a  hundred  thousaiid  men  to  be  officered, 
and  surely  they  will  not  think  the  proposed  num- 
ber of  cadets  too  large. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  plan  proposed  for  our 
adoption  was  calculated  to  excite  a  military 
spirit  in  our  country,  which  would  perpetually 
urge  us  to  war  with  other  nations,  and  might,  in 
the  end,  destroy  our  own  liberites.  Were  such, 
aaid  Mr.  H.,  the  effects  of  that  military  spirit  and 
military  science  so  eminently  displayed  in  our 
Revolutionary  war?  No;  but  directly  the  re- 
yerae.  That  spirit  and  that  science  gave  us  the 
very  liberty  and  independence  which  we  now 
enjoy. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  had  anxiously  hoped  that  the 
distressing  calamities,  the  defeat  and  foul  disgrace 
which  we  had  experienced  in  the  beginning  of 
the  late  war,  had  awakened  the  nation  to  a  just 
sense  of  the  importance  of  military  science  and 
preparation  for  a  state  of  hostilities.  Who  did 
not  shrink  from  such  calamity  and  disgrace ! 
He  remembered  them  with  shame  and  with  hor- 
ror. He  had  aTeen  the  face  of  the  nation  turn 
pale— the  coldness  of  death  had  seized  upon  the 


extremities  of  the  empire,  and  was  creeping  to- 
ward the  heart — nay,  it  had  reached  the  heart  1 
It  was  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  scenes, 
the  repetition  of  such  disasters,  that  he  anxiously 
wished  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

To  excite  oppotiition  to  this  bill,  his  colleague 
had  poured  forth  a  torrent  of  indignation  affaiost 
the  late  war.  Mr.  H.  said  no  one  more  deeply 
lamented,  nor  more  sincerely  censored,  the  dec- 
laration of  that  war  than  he  did.  He  considered 
it  a  rash  and  desperate  measure.  But  the  storm 
had  passed  over,  and  it  was  time  to  repair  the 
ruins  it  had  made.  He  had  already  declared, 
and  he  took  this  opportunity  to  repeat  the  decla* 
ration,  that  he  esteemed  the  late  message  of  the 
President  as  the  harbinger  of  better  tiroes ;  the 
measures  it  recommended,  and  the  spirit  of  con* 
cillation  it  displayed,  were  worthy  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  a  great  and  enlightened  people. 
This,  Mr.  H.  said,  was  one  of  the  measures  so 
recommended ;  and  he  would  cheerfully  give  it 
his  support,  because  he  thought  it  calculated  to 
promote  the  best  interests  and  glorf  of  his  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  JoHiieoN  said  it  had  been  his  doty  to  ad- 
dress the  Houae  so  frequently  on  this  interesting 
subjeot,  that  it  was  with  reluctance  that  he  now 
had  to  answer  some  remarks  which  had  fallen 
from  two  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts,  (Messrs. 
Kino  and  Holbert.)  He  had  been  very  much 
pleased  with  the  greater  part  of  the  observations 
of  the  gentleman  last  up,  (Mr.  Holbbbt.)  He 
said  he  reciprocated  many  sentiments  which  had 
been  expressed,  many  he  admired,  and  many  had 
a  direct  tendency  to  enlighten;  in  fact,  strong 
evidence  had  been  given  of  a  liberal  support  of 
the  bill,  and  enlarged  views  of  the  beneficial  re- 
sults of  military  instruction.  The  same  magnan- 
imous course  might  have  indnced  an  omission  of 
expressions  calculated  to  excite  party  feelings 
and  recrimination.  He  said  he  had  indulged  in 
a  hope  that  the  observations  of  yesterday  would 
have  been  verified,  viz :  that  nationality  of  sen- 
timent prevailed  in  this  House,  and  that  on  this 
occasion  there  would  be  an  amalgamation  of 
feeling  and  a  onion  of  seniioient ;  but  the  strong 
language  of  the  gentleman  to-day  had  lessened 
that  hope,  for  the  gentleman  u  pleased  to  saf 
that  he  holds  in  the  greatest  abhorrence  and  de- 
testation the  declaration  of  war  against  Great 
Britain ;  and  Mr.  J.  said  he  most  declare  with 
equal  sincerity  that  he  recollected  with  equal 
abhorrence  and  detestation  the  violent  opposition 
to  that  war,  and  that  disaffection  to^  the  Consti- 
tution which  prevailed  in  many  parts  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  none  to  a  more  criminal 
extent  than  ihat  in  which  the  gentleman  resided. 
It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  want  of  a  proper 
system  of  military  instruction  previous  to  the 
war,  as  proposed  by  this  system,  was  the  cause  of 
some  of  our  difficulties,  and  this  ai^ument  in  favor 
of  the  bill  is  entitled  to  consideration  \  but  disu- 
nion was  the  chief  cause  of  those  calamities  and 
disasters  which  afflicted  the  nation,  and  to  which 
the  gentleman  alludes..  No  necessity  existed,  if 
time  allowed,  to  bring  to  the  recollection  of  the 
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House  the  example  of  Spain  in  ber  resistaoce  of 
inperial  France,  and  the  example  of  France  in 
aubmitUnff  to  the  invasion  of  the  allies.  The 
history  oAhe  United  States  would  furnivh  mem- 
orable examples  of  the  glorious  aehieTements  of 
a  jaanly,  vigorous,  and  united  resistance,  and  tbe 
evils  of  faction  and  a  division  of  sentiment  which 
felied  upon  the  magnanimity  of  a  most  implaca- 
ble enemy ;  it  was  this  mean,  submitting  spirit, 
united  to  an  incessant  opposition  to  tbe  Adminis* 
nation,  the  object  of  which  was  power,  chat  tbe 
most  of  tbe  disasters  and  evils  of  the  war  may  be 
attfibuted;  these  facts  cannot  be  disguised,  they 
az€  known  to  the  people,  and  they  tlunk  accord- 
ingly. This  was  not  a  proper  occasion  to  detain 
ihe  House  upon  tbe  subject  of  the  war,  but  as 
gptat  anxiety  had  been  manifested  to  invite  a  di»- 
ouasion  of  that  subject,  whenever  the  proper  time 
should  arrive,  it  would  not  be  improper  to  exam- 
ine the  eonduet  and  merit  of  those  who  declared 
the  war  and  supported  it,  and  those  who  opposed 
it  and  made  use  of  every  exertion  in  the  councils 
of  the  nation,  and  out  of  it,  to  prevent  a  glorious 
termination  of  the  war.  Such  inquiry  may  be 
useful  in  aflfording  the  people  a  better  opportu- 
nity in  the  hour  of  calm  reflection  to  decide  tbe 
merit  of  tbe  two  parties  in  the  nation.  Bat  the 
same  gentleman  had  made  use  of  another  expres- 
aton  which  deserved  notice,  viz :  that  at  a  certain 
jMsriod  of  the  war  good  men  of  all  parties  looked 
pale,  and  in  fact  the  sleep  of  death  had  seised  the 
extremitiis  of  the  nation.  It  is  not  denied  that 
this  remark  may  apply  to  that  part  of  the  Uniop 
which  that  gentleman  represents ;  he  may  have 
seen  and  felt  this  gripe  of  death,  and  this  may 
have  been  the  efficient  cause  why  the  arm  of  the 
Gbvernment  was  so  feeble  in  that  quarter  as  to 
prevent  the  hardy  yeomanry  of  Maine  from  dri- 
ving the  enemy  from  Castme.  But  Mr.  J.  said 
he  hoped  he  should  be  excused  in  stating  that  no 
soeh  alarm  existed  in  the  West;  no  pale  faces 
were  seen,  nor  did  tbe  gfipe  of  death  seixe  that 

east  of  the  Union.  The  people  felt  indignant, 
nt  no  alarm  nor  disappointment  at  the  savage 
and  barbarous  conduct  of  the  enemy ;  those  who 
lived  during  thi)  Revolution,  or  had  read  its  his- 
tory, expected  such  conduct  from  Qreat  Britain 
as  soon  as  war  was  declared ;  but  this  considera- 
tioa  could  have  no  other  effect  than  to  unite  the 
friends  of  liberty  and  those  who  loved  their  coun- 
try. The  declaration  of  war  involved  many  ca- 
lamities ;  this  was  known  to  every  reflecting  mind, 
and  the  patriot  considered  these  a  lesser  evil  than 
fusther  submission  to  foreign  encroachment. 
The  murder  of  the  wounded  soldier,  the  profana- 
tion of  the  temples  of  religion,  and  the  destruction 
of  many  villages,  only  proved  the  greater  neces- 
sity there  was  to  oppose  that  nation  which 
threatened  our  existence  as  an  independent  Qov- 
emment.  On  most  occasions,  Mr.  J.  said,  ibe 
other  gentleman  (Mr.  Kino)  had  indulged  in  as- 
oribing  hidden  and  ambitious  views  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  tbe  United  States.  It  was  not  necessary 
to  account  for  such  deadly  hostility  or  personal 
hatred  to  a  man  whose  public  services  had  iden- 
tified him  with  every  wise  measure  of  the  Gov- 


ernment for  upwards  of  thirty  years,  whose  ta« 
lents  had  always  been  the  pride  of  his  country, 
whose  integrity  could  not  be  impeached,  and 
whose  moral  character  had  gained  tne  veneration 
and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him  well ;  but  it 
may  be  necessary  to  say,  that  on  this  occasion 
motives  and  hidden  views  had  been  most  unne- 
cessarily brought  forward  against  the  committee, 
and  also  against  tlie  President  who  had  publicly 
recommended  this  measure.  Mr.  J.  said  be  was 
convinced  that  no  gentleman^  upon  refleetioni 
who  felt  the  strength  of  virtue  m  his  own  bosomi 
could  indulge  in— *[Here  Mr.  Kino  ex|^aiiied| 
and  Mr.  J.  declined  to  say  aaything  more.] 

Tbe  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

The  question  being  on  the  number  of  cadets  to 
be  attached  to  the  Military  Academy  or  Corps  of 
Eoffineers — 

'Mr.  PioKBaiNo  opposed  the  number  of  eight 
hundred,  which  was  proposed  by  the  Military 
Committee. 

Mr.  FoaaTTH  was  opposed  to  a  reduction  of 
the  number.    He  was  in  favor  of  making  such 
preparations  as  if  we  calculated  on  the  recurrence 
of  war.    Was  it  not  known,  he  asked,  that  the 
nation  with  whom  we  were  lately  at  war — with 
whom  we  should,  in  all  probability,  before  very 
long  be  again  at  war-«-was  strengthening  its  fron- 
tier by  repairing  its  old  fortifications  and  build- 
ing new  ones?    Was  it  not  known  that  that  na- 
tion bad  more  than  fourteen  thousand  regular 
troops  on  the  frontier  7    What  could  be  the  ob- 
ject of  this  preparation  ?    It  might  be  merely 
defensive ;  he  hoped  it  was  so.    relieving  it  to 
be  the  intention  of  the  Government  of  this  na- 
tion to  preserve  peace,  he  trusted  we  should  have 
it  in  our  power.    But  the  object  of  the  British 
€h>vernment  may  be  different,  and  these  prepaiar 
tions  may  have  an  offensive  object.    Our  nao- 
tions  should  be  regulated  by  theirs;  and,  if  the 
nature  of  our  institutions  forbids  a  large  Military 
Establishment,  preparations  should  be  made  in 
another  way.     On  all  hands  it  was  admitted 
that  tbe  measure  proposed  by  this  bill,  was  the 
most  efficient  practical  mode  of  adding  to  oar 
miliury  stcength ;  and  be  hoped  the  bill  would 
not  be  limited  in  its  scope  to  a  smaller  number 
than  was  proposed.    In  reply  to  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  the  youth 
educated  at  tbe  academy  would  be  fit  for  nothing 
but  the  military  service  of  the  country,  he  said, 
they  would  be  as  well  fitted  for  entering  into  the 
walks  of  cif  il  life,  as  those  who  bad  been  edu* 
cated  in  a  different  manner—and  gentlemen  could 
not  seriously  imagine  any  danger  from  turning 
out  into  the  community  two  or  three  hundred 
well  educated  young  men.    As  their  services 
might  be  necessary  for  military  purposes,  and  the 
knowledge  they  acquire  would  not  in  any  event 
be  lost  to  tbe  country,  he  hoped  tbe  number  would 
not  be  diminished. 

Mr.  Calhoon  also  opposed  the  reduction  of 
the  number  of  cadets;  because,  if  tbe  present 
number  were  retained,  it  would  afford  ample 
room  for  a  proper  selection  of  officers.  In  another 
point  of  view,  he  thought  it  materially  necessary 
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to  retain  the  proposed  number.  The  whole  pop- 
ulation of  the  United  States  is  composed  of  men, 
aecive,  vigorous,  and  spirited.  With  good  oflS- 
cers  to  lead  them,  you  may  at  any  time  make  oat 
of  any  portion  of  them  active,  good  soldiers. 
What  is  requisite  to  make  our  militia  eflkient? 
Biliitary  knowledge,  only,  said  Mr.  C.  The 
cadets  will  many  of  them  return  to  the  body  of 
the  people,  aad  become  a  part  of  the  militia. 
Suppose  a  renewal  of  rhe  struggle  between  us 
ana  the  nation  with  whom  we  were  recently  at 
war ;  suppose  she  should  put  forth  her  whole 
strength  to  crush  this  young  country ;  we  shall 
then  ttnd  the  use  of  having  men  qualified  to  lead 
our  citizens  to  meet  her  invading  foe.  The 
whole  population  of  the  country  becomes  an  effi- 
cient force,  because  it  has  among  it  men  properly 
educated  and  qualified  to  lead  an  army  into  the 
field.  Everjr  citizen  of  a  free  country,  and  of 
course  of  this  countrv,  said  Mr.  C...  has  two  du- 
ties to  perform ;  the  duty  of  defenaiug  bis  coun- 
try by  arflM  if  necessary,  and  the  duty  of  voting, 
and  thus  participating  in  the  management  of  the 
affiiirs  of  his  cousury.  Bvery  young  man  of  ar- 
dent feeling  will  desire  to  qualify  himself  for 
their  proper  performance.  These  are  duties 
which  every  citizen  ought  zealously  to  perform, 
and  from  whtob,  if  the  people  ever  shrink,  our 
nation  will  not  long  have  existence.  Mr.  C.  ap- 
pealed to  the  history  of  Republics,  which  bad  so 
often  lost  their  liberties  from  the  indisposition  of 
the  citizens  to  perform  their  share  of  military 
duty.  It  ought  to  be  the  object  of  a  wise  Gbv- 
emment  to  resist  a  tendency  towards  apathy  in 
the  people ;  to  diffuse  military  science.  The  de- 
pendence on  regular  force  merely  was  a  con- 
tracted idea,  which  he  hoped  this  House  would 
not  gi^e  into.  The  Army,  Mr.  C.  said,  was,  and 
ought  always  to  be,  a  respectable  part  of  the  tnii- 
italrv  force  of  the  nation;  but  a  well  organised 
Whtia  is  its  bulwavk— «ttd  chey  are  but  a  nibble 
without  discipline.  Hence  the  neeessrty  for  the 
free  dcffusion  of  militafy  science.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  largest  number  of  cadets  proposed 
to.be  authorized,  would  be  agreed  to. 

The  amendments,  which  go  to  limit  the  addi- 
tional academies  to  one,  to  be  established  at 
Knoxvilie,  Tennessee,  were  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  Tatlor  then  moved  an  amendment,  di- 
recting that  the  cadets  should  be  admitted  into 
the  academies,  from  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
tories, in  numbers  proportionate  to  the  militia 
rettnrns  thereof,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
should  make  an  annual  return  of  the  names  and 
residence  of  the  cadets  at  these  academies,  the 
time  of  their  admission,  and  their  respective  places 
of  residence. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Some  diversity  of  opinion,  and  some  animated 
debate,  took  place  on  the  number  of  cadets  to  be 
authorized  by  the  bill.  It  ended  in  a  motion,  by 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  to  strike  out  eight 
hundred,  the  number  proposed  by  the  bill,  so  as  to 
leave  it  blank,  to  be  filled  according  as  a  majority 
might  then  decide.  For  this  motion,  thcare  were 
14th  Coir.  1st  Sxss. — 15 


79  votes;  agtinst  it,  55.  80  the  motion  was 
carried. 

The  qoestion  being  taken  on  filling  the  blaofk 
with  six  hundred,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  77. 

Mr.  Root  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as 
to  extend  the  period  of  encampment  required  by 
this  bill  from  six  weeks  to  three  months;  which, 
after  debate,  was  negatived. 

After  the  rejection  of  a  proposition,  by  Mr. 
Pickering,  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  bind  the 
cadets  more  certainly  to  the  military  service,  after 
having  been  educated  in  the  aoademy-*- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hulbbrt,  the  htU  was  re- 
committed to  the  Military  Committee,  tp  adjust 
its  details  to  the  principles  already  decided  on. 

ESTIMATE  OF  EXPENSES. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  esti- 
mates from  the  Treasury  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Government  for  the  ensuing  year ;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  letter  is  as  follows : 

TaiAsumt  Du»AaTMm]rT,  Jan*  S»  1916. 

Bim, :  I  hare  the  honor  to  tiuasmit,  herewidi,  for  tfie 

information  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  an  esti* 

mate  of  the  appiopriataons  proposed  for  the  ssfviee  of 

the  year  1816^  amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of 

nineteen  millions  nine  hundred  aad  fifteen  thousand 

four  hundred  aad  thirty-one  dollars  and  forty-five  oents. 

There  having  been  alMdy  sppn^riated,  by  the  act  of 

the  2l8t  of  December  last,  the  sum  of  nine  millions 

eight  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand  three  hundred 

and  serenty-two  dollars,  for  certain  militaiy  expenses, 

there  will  be  left  the  sum  of  ten  millions  and  thirty 

thousand  and  fifty-nine  doUars  forty-five  cents,  under 

the  following  beads,  vis : 

For  the  civil  list  -  -  -  -  901,612  34 
For  misoellsneous  expenses  -  -  679^071  11 
For  the  expenses  d  interconvse  with 

foreign  nations      ....         261,000  00 
For  the  Military  Establishment,  in- 
cluding tiie  Indian  de- 
partment    ...  I4,6il,6n 
From  which,  dedneting  the 
amount  appropriated  by 
the  act  df  ^e  21st  De- 
cember, 1816        .        -    8,886,872 
There  k  left  the  sum  of   -       -       -      i«666,30fi  00 
For  the  Naval  Establishment,  includ- 
ing the  Marine  Corps    -        •        -      8,688,071  00 


** 


$10,080,069  46 

The  ftmds  out  of  which  the  approptiatiens  for  the 
year  1816  may  be  discharged,  are  the  following : 

1.  The  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollan,  annu- 
ally reserved  by  the  act  of  the  4th  of  August,  1790, 
out  of  the  dntiea  of  customs,  towards  the  expenses  of 
Government. 

2.  The  proceeds  of  the  stamp  duties,  and  the  duty 
on  sugar  refined  within  the  United  States. 

8.  The  surplus  which  may  remain  of  the  customs, 
the  direct  tax,  and  tiie  internal  duties,  (otiier  than 
those  on  refined  sugar  and  on  stamps,)  after  satisffing 
the  pavments  for  which  they  are  pledged  and  appro- 
priated. 

4.  The  proceeds  of  suoh  lotas  as  may  be  made  an- 
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der  the  anezecated  aathoiity,  contained  in  the  mete  of 
the  14th  of  March,  1812;  the  24th  of  March  and  I5th 
NoTember,  1814;  and  the  3d  of  March,  1815;  and  of 
the  inaee  of  Treaaoiy  notes,  under  the  unezecated 
authority  contained  in  the  act  of  the  24th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1815. 

6.  Any  other  unappropriated  moneye  which  may 
come  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1816. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c     A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  BpxAKan 

Of  the  Hou8t  of  BipruentaHvet. 


Thurbdat,  Jtnuary  4. 

Mr.  Batues  presented  a  petition  of  the  man- 
uftcture|[8  of  cotton  goods,  in  the  county  of  Ply- 
mouth, m  the  State  of  Massaehasetts,  praying 
that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  as  will  anord 
security  and  encouragement  to  the  cotton  manu- 
factories within  the  United  States. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  iu- 
habitants  of  the  count v  of  Alexandria,  praying 
that  acourt-housie,  a  jaii,  and  sundry  public  offices, 
for  the  use  of  the  county  of  Alexandria,  may  be 
erected  at  the  expense  of  the  General  Goyern- 
ment. 

Mr.  L.also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Mechanic 
Relief  Society  of  Alexandria,  praying  that  they 
may  be  authorized,  by  lottery,  to  raise  money  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  a  school-house  for  the 
education  of  the  children  of  the  mechanics  of  said 
town. 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Alexandria  Academy,  praying  that  the 
banks  in  Alexandria,  who  hare  applied,  or  may 
hereafter  apply,  for  charters,  or  extension  of  char- 
ters, may  be  compelled  to  subscribe  ten  thousand 
dollars  each  in  the  stock  of  said  academy. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  petition 
of  the  Kentucky  Abolition  Society,  praying  that 
a  tract  of  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  may 
be  set  apart  for  the  residence  of  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes,  and  that  they  may  be  transported  to 
the  said  lands  at  the  public  expense. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Martin  Cole,  John  Pollock,  George  Westner,  and 
Abraham  Welty  i  which  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Redman  Coxe ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Cannon,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  14th  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  of  the 
volunteers  and  militia,  who  have  been  killed  in 
battle,  died  in  service,  or  of  wounds  received  while 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the 
late  war;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 


to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday 
next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pasfed  a  bill  "*  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Anderson,"  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  state- 
ments of  the  expenditure  and  application  of  soeh 
sums  as  have  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury  for 
the  Military  Deiwrtment,  from  the  Ist  of  October, 
1814,  to  the  30th  of  September,  1815,  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Easton,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  land  office,  for  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands,  at  the  town  of  Arkansas,  in  the 
county  of  Arkansas ;  and  a  land  office  at  the  town 
of  Jackson,  in  the  county  of  Cape  Girardeau,  in* 
the  Territory  of  Missouri. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanford,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  were  discbarffed  from  a  further 
consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  revise  the  rules  and  orders ;  and  it  was 
recommitted  to  Messrs.  Stanford,  Bassett, 
Sergeant,  Gold,  Dbsba,  and  Telfair. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  in  offipriog  the  following  mo- 
tion, remarked,  that  he  had  no  wish  to  produce 
any  sensation  in  the  House,  nor  to  agitate,  at 
present,  any  question  relating  to  the  unfortunate 
affiiir  of  Dartmoor  prison,  but  he  was  desirous  to 
be  placed  in  possession  of  any  official  documents 
in  relation  to  it  which  OMy  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  Executive  department;  with  that  riew,  he 
moved— 

«  That  the  Presideat  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House,  if  in  his 
opinion  it  will  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  public  wel- 
fare, any  communications  which  may  have  psBMMl  be- 
tween thb  Ooverament  and  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain,  in  relation  to  the  transactions  at  Dartmoor 
prison,  in  the  month  of  April  last,  so  Ikrasthe  Ameri- 
can prisoners  of  war,  there  confined,  were  aflected  by 
them." 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia, 
that  there  might  be  documents  in  the  possession 
of  the  Government,  relating  to  this  subject,  not 
connected  with  the  correspondence  with  the  Brit- 
igh  Government,  the  resolution  was  modified  so 
as  to  embrace  such  documents;  and,  thus  modi- 
fied,-the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 
ordered  to  be  appointed  to  lay  the  same  before 
the  President. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Fanning,  and 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Morrisett,  passed 
through  Committees  of  the  Whole,  and  were  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

SETTLERS  ON  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Jennings  rose  and  observed,  that  be  wished 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  subject 
growing  out  of  a  late  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  ordering  all  settlers  on 
the  public  lands  to  be  removed  after  an  early 
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day  in  March  next.  By  ao  act  of  Congressj  dated 
the  3ti  of  March,  1807.  the  President  of  the  UdU 
ted  States  wai  authorized  so  to  do ;  but,  by  the 
second  section  of  the  sam/act,  a  provision'  was 
made,  that  any  such  settlers  who  were  actually 
settled  on  the  public  lands  prior  to  the  passage  of 
that  act,  might  continue  to  reside  thereod  ;  pro- 
Tided  such  settlers  should,  prior  to  the  Ist  of  Jan- 
uary, 1808,  apply  to  the  proper  officers  of  the  land 
offices,  and  obtain  a  permission  to  reside  there- 
on, conditioned  to  deliver  up  possession  whenever 
required  by  a  purchaser  of  the  United  States,  and 
conditioned,  likewise,  to  commit  no  waste  or  dam- 
ages while  rdsiding  thereon. 

Mr.  J.  observed,  that  he  was  not  personally  ac- 
quainted with  the  views  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  in  passing  the  act  referred  to,  but. 
if  he  was  correctly  informed,  the  object  was  to 
bear  materially  on  the  settlers  who  had  settled  on 
the  disputed  tract  of  country,  commonly  called 
the  Yazoo  purchase,  although  the  act  has  a  gen-* 
eral  operation.  Those  persons  who  had  settled 
on  the  public  land,  lying  within  the  Territory  of 
Indiana,  before  the  war,  bad  sat  down  on  the 
lands  last  purchased  of  the  Indians,  and  remained 
there,  and  still  remain.  These  persons,  said  Mr. 
J.,  have  suffered  greatly  by  their  exposed  situa- 
tion to  the  attacks  of  the  savages,  and  have  been 
of  great  advantage  in  defending  the  frontier  dur- 
ing the  late  hostility  of  the  Northwest  Indians. 
They,  or  a  very  great  portion  of  them,  he  said, 
were  now  prepared  with  money  to  purchase  so 
soon  as  those  lands  shall  be  exposed  to  sale  by 
the  Government.  By  these  persons  the  operation 
of  the  proclamation  will  be  severely  felt,  indeed; 
inasmuch  as  the  sales  of  those  lands  will  not, 
probably,  take  place  before  May  next,  and  those 
settlers,  in  the  mean  time,  must  leave  their  homes 
and  firesides,  only  to  seek  a  residence  for  a  few 
months.  He  thought  it  extremely  hard  now  to 
remove  them  after  they  had  been  suffered  to  re- 
main undisturbed  before  and  during  the  war; 
whereas,  if  they  were  permitted  to  remain  a  few 
months  longer,  the  sales  of  those  lands  would,  in 
a  great  degree,  render  the  measure  unnecessary, 
and  greatly  limit  the  unpleasant  effects  which  its 
execution  will  certainly  prodoce.  He  therefore 
submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Reiohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pabiic  Lands 
be  instmeted  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing, by  law,  to  all  setHets  on  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States,  who  have  settled  thereon  sinee  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1808,  the  same  privilege  extended  to 
each  settlers  prior  to  that  day,  by  the  second  section  of 
the  act  of  Congress,  passed  March  3,  1807. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  debate, 
by  a  majority  of  twenty  or  thirty  votes. 

SYSTEM  OF  BANKRUPTCY. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  for  consid« 
eration  the  roUowing  resolutions : 

Sesohed,  That  the  aitnation  of  the  unfortunate  mer- 
chants and  traders,  reduced,  by  misfortunes  and  dreum- 
stances  beyond  their  control,  from  competence  to  want, 
BOW  demand  that  Congrsss  should  exercise  the  power 
vested  in  them  by  the  pMple  far  Uie  lelief  of  the  uop 


fortunate  debtor,  by  the  establishment  of  a  uniform  sya« 
tern  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States. 

Bctolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  to  establish  a 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  K.  said,  that  as  a  bill  on  this  subject  would 
require  much  labor  in  perfecting  its  details,  he 
thought  it  would  not  be  worth  while  to  put  this 
burden  on  any  committee,  unless  the  House 
should  show  a  disposition  to  adopt  the  principle. 
He  had,  therefore,  thrown  his  motion  into  an  im- 
perative form.  The  power  to  establish  such  a 
system  was  expressly  given  in  the  Constitution, 
and.  being  given,  Mr.  K.  contended^  was  not  in- 
tended by  tne  framers  of  the  Constitution  to  lie 
dormant  there,  but  to  be  exercised  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people.  Mr.  K.  cited,  as  evidence  of  the 
popular  sentiment  on  this  head,  the  acts  of  the 
Legislaturesofseveralof  the  States  on  the  subject, 
some  of  which  had  been  declared  by  the  judjfes 
unconstitutional,  inasmuch  as  the  Constitution 
had  expressly  given  the  power  to  the  Qeneral 
Qovernment.  This  was  a  strong  reason  why* 
Congress  ought  to  act  on  the  subject.  Mr.  K. 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  situation 
of  the  merchants,  whose  fortunes  had  for  some 
years  been  as  fluctuating  as  the  waves ;  and  to 
the  operation  on  the  mercantile  community  of 
the  restrictive  system,  of  so  little  importance 
against  an  enemy,  and  so  cruel  an  operation  to 
them.  Bvery  motive,  in  short,  which  ought  to 
actuate  lej^islators  or  gentlemen,  Mr.  K.  remarked, 
ought  to  induce  the  Bouse  to  grant  the  relief  de- 
sired to  the  suffering  merchant  and  tradesman. 

Mr.  WaiGBT,  in  a  few  observations  on  this  sub- 
ject^ denied  the  right  of  State  judges  to  decide 
against  the  validity  of  insolvent  laws,  passed  by 
the  States. 

Mr.  Tbeoop  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid 
on  the  table,  and  be  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Jagkson  required  a  division  of  the  quc|s- 
tion  on  this  motion. 

Mr.  TAYLoa,  of  New  York,  expressed  his  views 
on  this  subject,  which  were,  substantially,  that 
he  was  willing,  and  he  presumed  there  would  be 
no  objection  to  vote  for  an  inquiry  into  this  sub- 
ject; thpugh  he  was  unwilling,  without  investi- 
gation, to  decide  in  favor  of  a  general  bankrupt 
law*  He  thought  if  the  proposition  were  for  an 
inquiry  into  the  subject  merely,  that  there  would 
be  no  objection  to.it. 

Mr.  Kino  then  withdrew  his  motion,  with  a 
view  to  accommodate  the  wishes  of  gentlemen 
friendly  to  the  object,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  substi- 
tuted the  following: 

Reiohed^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judidaiy  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediencv  of  establish- 
ing an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the 
United  SUtes. 

This  proposition  was  agreed  to  without  a  di- 
vision. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  stip- 
alatioDi  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce,  lately  con* 


456 


HISTORY  OF  OON&BBSS. 


456 


H.OFR. 


ComauTce  imI&  QrttU  Britain. 


Jahuaby,  181:6. 


eluded  with  Great  Brituo*  The  first  eeetioo  of 
the  bill  having  bees  read—- 

Mr.  FoRfiTTB  (the  ebainnaa  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign  Relattotts)  stated  the  geneial  ob- 
ject of  the  biU^  and  the  nature  of  its  ^Mromioas. 
The  bill,  he  said,  was  ioteoded  to  carry  into  effect 
those  parts  of  the  treaty  which  require  legislative 
interposition;  which  he  enumerated,  and  com- 
pared the  provisions  of  the  bill  in  this  respect, 
with  the  provisions  of  the  treaty.  He  then  statea 
to  the  House  the  present  discriminating  duties  on 
tonnage  and  on  importation,  and  showed  that  the 
bill  went  to  conform  them  to  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty,  and  placed  British  merchants  in  that  re- 
spect on  the  same  footing  with  ours.  He  next 
adverted  to  the  British  tariff^  and  showed  the 
British  discriminating  duties,  and  the  great  advan- 
tages which  would  be  derived  to  the  United 
States  by  their  abolition,  in  pursuance  of  the 
treaty,  &c. 

Two  or  three  amendments  to  the  bill  were  then 
moved  by  Mr.  F.,  and  agreed  to,  one  of  which 
went  to  give  this  act  a  retrospective  effect,  and  to 
make  its  provisions  take  effect  from  the  date  of 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty ;  and  another  to  con- 
fine the  repeal  of  our  discriminating  duty  to  roods 
coming  directly  from  the  territories  of  Glreat 
Britain  in  Europe. 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  said,  he  did  not  rise  on 
this  occasion  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  gen- 
eral merits  of  the  instrument  brought  incidentally 
before  the  House  by  the  present  bill,  particularly 
as  there  appeared  to  be  no  wish  on  any  side  of 
the  House  to  enter  on  that  subject.  He  rose  to 
make  some  explanations  relative  to  the  third  ar- 
ticle, which  perhaps  might  not  be  considered  un- 
necessary. It  would  be  perceived,  he  said,  that 
the  third  article  of  the  convention,  which  ooens 
the  trade  to  the  British  East  Indies,  restricted  us 
to  certain  enumerated  ports.  This  was  a  restric- 
tion not  contained  in  the  Treaty  of  1794^  nor  in 
that  negotiated  by  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney, 
commonly  called  the  rejected  treaty.  The  reason 
was,  that  upon  the  expiration  df  the  charter  of 
the  Bast  India  Ooropany,  which  took  place  three 
or  four  years  ago,  the  question  so  long  agitated  in 
Great  Britain  nad  again  come  up,  whether  the 
monopoly  of  the  trade  to  India  should  remain  with 
the  company,  as  it  had  done.  On  that  occasion, 
it  had  been  tnooght  proper  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  deviate  to  a  certain  extent  from  its  former 
policy,  and  open  the  trade  to  British  subjects, 
generally,  under  some  restrictions.  -By  the  act 
which  tnen  passed,  the  British  subjects  were  lim- 
ited to  these  specified  ports;  and  it  had  been 
thought  right  by  Great  Britain,  especially  as  it 
was  in  her  opinion  a  grant  to  us  without  an 
equivalent,  to  nmtt  our  citizens  to  the  same  ports. 
Tnat  act  of  Parlmment,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  a  new 
era  in  the  trade  to  British  India ;  and  it  was  im- 
possible to  estimate  the  value  of  the  concession  to 
us,  without  taking  into  consideration  that  im- 
portant change.  When  the  trade  was  wholly  in 
the  hands  of  the  company,  they  had  been  found 
incompetent  to  supply  India  with  the  specie  ae- 
cenary  for  circulation;  and  the  trade  hi^d  been 


opened  to  us^  and  other  foreign  Powers,  to  make 
up  the  deficit.  Now  that  British  subjects  were 
let  into  the  trade,  it  remained  to  be  ascertained  by 
experience  whether  they  could  not  furnish  the 
requisite  supply  of  specie  without  the  aid  of  for* 
eigners.  If  they  could,  the  opening  of  the  trade 
to  foreign  Powers  operates  as  an  advantage  in 
their  favor,  and  to  tne  prejudice  of  the  Britiah 
merchant,  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  profits  d^ 
rived  bv  such  foreign  Powers.  These  sugges- 
tions, Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  thought  proper  to  make 
to  the  Committee,  inasmuch  as  some  geatlemea 
might  aot  have  adverted  to  the  change  of  the 
laws  by  which  that  trade  was  regulated. 

Mr.  Gaston  said,  that  believing  the  conven- 
tion, since  its  ratification  in  due  form,  had  becooae 
a  law  of  the  land,  and  unable  to  perceive  wherein 
it  needed  the  help  of  an  act  of  Coagrees  to  give  h 
operation,  he  had  viewed  the  bill  before  the  Com- 
mittee as  nugatory  and  unmeaning.  Althoimh 
he  had  thought  it  strange  that  gentlemen  wno 
had  abjured  so  many  of  the  errors  of  their  prede> 
oesaors,  should  thus,  by  construction,  retaia  and 
perhaps  extend  a  moat  inconvenient  error  in  re* 
gard  to  the  effect  of  treaties,  he  was  willing, 
without  interruption  on  his  part,  to  indulge  them 
in  their  course.  But  regarding  hinueif  as  having 
no  agency  in  relation  to  this  convention,  he  had 
not  entertained  the  most  remote  thought  of  ex- 
amining into  its  merits  or  demerits.  He  was  in* 
dnced,  however,  to  say  a  word  in  relation  to  the 
third  article  of  the  convention,  in  consequence  of 
the  observations  made  on  it  by  the  honorable 
Speaker.  This  gentleman  had  stated,  with  a 
view  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  lii»- 
ited  Bast  India  trade  therein  conceded,  as  eooi^ 
pared  with  the  mora  general  grant  oa  the  same 
subject  in  the  Treaty  of  Mr.  Jay,  that,  aabseqaaat 
to  the  date  of  that  treaty,  Great  Britain  had  opened 
this  trade  to  her  own  subjects,  not  of  the  Eaat 
India  Company,  and  therefore  needed  aot  so  much 
the  assistance  of  foreign  merchants  to  bring  sap- 
plies  of  bullion.  If  this  formed  an-  item  for  ca» 
ing  the  value  of  the  concession,  it  was  prop«r  to 
state  another  fact  which  would  go  to  the  opposite 
aide  of  the  account,  and  serve  to  adjust  the  bal* 
ance.  Since  Mr.  Jay^  Treaty,  (he  believed  in 
1797,)  the  British  Parltamant  had  opened  this 
aame  trade  to  the  salijaots  of  all  fraeadiy  fonign 
Powers,  And  to  this  day  without  treaty  it  re- 
maiaed  open  to  them  all;  the  iaot  was,  that  the 
Britiah  £aat  India  paascssiona  wete  valuaMe  aaata 
for  revenue  than  ooaamecae.  This  revanoa  n* 
qntnd  a  free  ianportation  of  iMillioa  ftom  wkat« 
ever  quarter  it  oould  be  had,  and  a  free  asporta- 
tion of  their  comrooditiea  to  foreign  countries;  it 
was,  besides,  desirable  that  this  exportation  should 
be  inade  to  distant  regions,  where  they  were  not 
likely  to  come  into  direct  competition  with  the 
manuAictures  of  the  parent  kingdom. 

Whether  the  East  India  trade  was  at  all  desi* 
rable  to  this  country,  was  a  question  on  which 
enlightened  statesmen  greatly  differed;  our  table 
was  groaning  under  the  weight  of  petitions  for 
prohibiting  the  great  maaa  of  importations  from 
that  quarter,  and  there  had  been  a  long  and  loud 
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complaint  against  the  perpetual  drain  of  specie  to 
it.  However  this  aught  be,  it  was  very  certain 
that  (he  only  concession  made  by  the  third  article 
was. of  a  trade  already  open  to  us  by  a  general 
laWiand  which  was  so  desirable  to  them  that  they 
might  find  it  their  interest  to  pay  us  a  bounty  not 
to  abandon  it.  Ghreat  Britain  and  her  rulers  w«l] 
imderstood  the  spirit  of  traffic,  and  we  might  rely 
on  it  they  had  not  in  this  instance  glTca  os  a 
^qidcP^  wtthout  a  *^qu€^  in  return  for  it. 

Mr.  Clat  said,  that  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  and  himself  were  at  issue  on  the  fact. 
Mr.  C  denied  that  the  tradie  to  the  British  East 
Indies  was  open  to  us  by  act  of  Parliament.  By 
the  regulations  of  the  local  authority  of  those 
countries,  the  trade  might  be  open  to  us;  but  the 
difference  between  suca  regulations  and  the  stip- 
ulations of  a  treaty  was,  that  if  there  were  any 
value  in  the  trade  to  the  British  East  India  pos- 
sessions, the  treaty  stipulation  prevents  ua  from 
being  deprived  of  it  by  a  repeal  of  those  regula- 
tions during  the  continuance  of  (be  treaty.  The 
benefit  of  the  trade  itself  was  another  question ;  if 
not  beneficial,  the  treaty  did  not  force  it  on  us. 
Mr.  G.  added,  that  he  was  not  .disposed  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  the  treaty*making  power.  It 
might  be  sufficient  for  him  to  say  that,  at  the 
worst,  according  to  the  opinions  of  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side,  the  act  would  be  harmless ;  whilst, 
in  the  opinion  of  gentlemen  on  this  side,  it  was 
entirely  necessary. 

Mr'.  Qaston  rejoined  a  few  words,  rathe»  in 
acquiescence  in  the  idea  of  this  bill  being  harm- 
less. As  to  the  East  lodia  trade,  he  said,  It  was 
not  to  be  presumed  that  the  trade  which  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain  held  out  to  every  foreign 
Power  without  an  equivalent,  could  itself  be  of 
any  great  use.  As  to  the  stipulation  on  this  head, 
is  tl^  treaty,  supposed  to  be  so  favorable  to  us, 
Mr.  O.  said,  that  GFreat  Britain  was  not  ia  the 
hMbit  of  giving  advantages  without  equivalents. 

[In  lej^y  to  a  previous  remark  of  Mc.  Gaston^ 
that  it  was  entirely  an  error  to  suppose  a  law  ne- 
cessary to  give  effect  to  a  treaty,  which,  being  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land,  is  paramount  to  eaisi- 
inff  laws — ] 

Mr.  FoESTTH  said,  he  had  no  disposition  to 
enter  into  the  discussion  of  this  question ;  but  it 
might  be  necessary  that  he  should  say,  that  the 
passage  of  this  bill  was  not  merely  harmless  but 
indispensable;  because  the  power  of  legislation 
was  vested  in  Congress,  and  could  be  exercised 
by  no  other  authority.  This  doctrine  was  not 
only  correct  and  Constitutional,  but  had  been 
acted  on  by  all  Administrations  and  in  all  times. 
The  provisions  of  the  treaty  being  general,  it  was^ 
independent  of  the  general  question  of  the  effect 
of  a  treaty  .on  existing  laws,  necessary  to  declare 
in  what  manner  the  act  should  be  carried  ii»to 
effect. 

Some  further  observations  passed  on  this  sub- 
ject between  Mr.  Gaston  and  Mr.  Forsttb, 
which  were  afterwards  more  amply  stated  by 
them. in  debate. 

The  Committee  having  risen,  aod  reported  the 
bill  and  amendments,  an  objection  was  made  by 


Mr.  MiLwoR  to  an  amendment  going  to  limit  the 
operation  in  the  bill  to  British  vessels  coming  di- 
rectly from  the  British  territories  in  Bunme.  On 
this  question,  some  debate  took  place— Mr.  Pob- 
8TTH  contending,  thotigh  he  considered  the  amend- 
ment as  of  no  great  importance,  that  it  was  ac- 
cording to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  treaty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Milnor^  the  House  adjourned 
without  deciding  this  question. 


Friday,  January  5. 

Mr.  Whbatoh  presented  a  petition  of  a  com- 
mittee of  sundry  manufacturers  of  cotton  goods, 
in  Bristol  county,  in  Massachusetts,  praying  that 
all  cotton  goods,  (nankeens  excepted,)  imported 
from  places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  may 
be  prohibited,  and  that  additional  duties  may  be 
imposed  on  goods  of  that  description  imported 
from  other  countries. — Referred. 

Mr.  South ARD  presented  a  similar  petition 
from  the  manufacturers  of  cotton  goods  in  Bom- 
erset  county.  New  Jersey. — Referred. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  the  sev-  . 
eral  acts  imposing  duties  on  domestic  manufac- 
turers may  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Sergeant  also  presented  a  petition  of  the 
goldsmiths,  silversmiths,  and  jewellers^  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  the  act  imposing 
duties  on  gold  and  silver  plate  aod  jewelry  may 
be  repealed. 

Mc.  Sharps  presented  ar  petition  of  smidrj  ittp 
habitanta  of  Barren  county,  ia  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, praying  that  the  act  imposing  duties  on 
domestic  manufactures  may  be  repealed,  and' that 
the  duty  Oft  spirits  may  also  be  repealed^ 

Mr.  RoBBaveoN  presented  a  petition  of  the 
sugar  platt<er^  ia  the  State  of  Louisiaba.  praying 
that  the  duties  laid  during  the  late  war  witli  Great 
Britain,  on  foreign  sugar,  rum, and  molasses,  may 
be  made  permanent. — ^^Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Pickering,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  12th  ultimo,  reported  resolutions  requiring 
the  Secretary  qf  State  to  compile  and  print,  once 
in  every  two  years,  a  register  of  all  omcers  and 
agents,  civil,  military,  and  naval,  in  the  service 
of  the  United  Slates;  which  was  read  twice,  aad 
commiued  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wholeon  Tue^ 
day  next. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  Easton,  the  Comaaiteee  oa 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inqaiie  into 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  print* 
ing  and  distribution  among  the  militia  officers  ot 
the  several  States  and  Territories,  a  suitable  num* 
her  of  copies  of  the  militia  laws  of  the  United 
States,  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  the  dis* 
oipline  adopted  b]r  the  United  States. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  Morrissett,''  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Henry  Fanning,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  re- 
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lief  of  Martin  Cole,  John  Polloek,  George  West- 
ner,  aod  Abraham  Welty,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  S.  Wise,  and 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  discbarge  of  James  Jewett 
from  his  imprisonment,  wete  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

,  The  bill  authorizing  the  pttyment  for  property 
lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  war.  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  FoRSTTB,  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice, transmittioff  the  report  of  the  land  commis* 
sioner  for  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river ;  and 
the  report  of  James  D.  Cooley,  commissioner  for 
the  district  west  of  Pearl  river. 

VESSEL  LOST  IN  FLOTILLA  SERVICE. 

Mr.  Yancet,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  William  O'Neale 
and  Robert  Taylor,  which  was  read,  and  the  res- 
olution therein  contained  was  concurred  in  h% 
the  House.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioners  are  owners  of  the  schooner  Islet, 
whicby  in  the  month  of  Jnne,  1614,  then  lying  in  the 
liver  Patnxent,  they  chartered  to  the  United  States  as 
m  store-ship  to  the  flotilla  commanded  by  Commodore 
Barney,  upon  the  following  terms:  The  petitioners 
were  to  find  a  sufficient  number  of  seamen  to  navigate 
the  veMel,  the  captain  of  the  vessel  to  be  under  the 
orders  of  the  commander  of  the  flotilla,  to  carry  such 
quantity  of  naval  stores  as  was  agreed  on,  and  her 
aalety,  m  every  respect,  to  be  at  themft  of  the  owners ; 
§Oft  which  services  and  rUk  the  United  States  agreed 
to  give  to  the  petitioneni  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  per 
day;  that,  on  the  approadi  of  the  enemy,  in  AngusI, 
1814,  it  was  deemed  prudent  by  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  flotilla  to  blow  it  up,  to  prevent  its  Hdting 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  but  the  schooner  Islet, 
which  was  left  to  the  care  and  management  of  Captain 
Taylor,  one  of  the  petitioners^  was  run  up  the  river 
and  sunk  by  him,  to  prevent  the  vessel  and  stores  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy ;  tiie  vessel  has 
not  been  raised.  The  petitioners  pray  of  Congress  a 
compensation  equal  to  the  value  of  the  vessel,  and  such 
further  relief  as  may  be  just. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioners, 
having  undertaken  in  their  contract  to  be  at  all  rUka 
of  the  vessel,  and  the  vessel  having  been  sunk  by  its 
commander^  who  is  one  of  the  petitioners,  are  entitled 
to  no  relief! 

They  therefore  recommend  to  the  House  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Beaoksedj  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

ADMISSION  OF  INDIANA. 

Mr.  Jennimos,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  28th  ultimo,  on  the  petition  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Territory  of  Indiana,  made  a  detailed 
report,  which  was  read ;  when,  Mr.  J.  reported  a 
bin  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territory 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  and 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union. 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States'; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to«morrow. 


The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  said  Territory  is  bounded  on  the  east  by 
the  State  of  Ohio ;  on  the  south  by  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky; on  the  west  by  the  river  Wabash,  from  its 
mouth  to  a  point  opposite  the  town  of  Vinoennes,  and 
from  thence  by  a  due  north  line  until  it  intersects  a 
doe  east  and  west  line  vdiich  shall  touch  the  sontfaem 
extreme  of  Lake  Michigan ;  and  on  the  north  by  the 
line  last  described ;  that  the  said  Territory  is  a  portion 
of  the  Territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  whidi,  by 
the  ordinance  for  the  government  thereof,  was  ordained 
to  constitute  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  five 
States;  that  the  ordinance  aforesaid,  whenever  the 
Territory  of  Indiana  shall  possess  sixty  thousand  free 
inhabitants,  guaranties  to  those  inhabitants  the  benefit 
of  being  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States ;  that  the  ordinance  afore- 
said not  having  declared  under  what  authority  the 
population  of  the  said  Territory  should  be  ascertained, 
to  complete  their  title  to  an  admission  into  the  Union, 
the  Legislature  thereof,  after  having,  by  actual  census, 
ascertained  that  the  Territoiy  of  Indaina  poese«es  a 
population  of  upwards  of  sixty  thousand  free  inhabi- 
tants, have  deemed  it  the  most  prudent  and  respectlul 
to  submit  to  Congress  the  result  of  that  census,  and 
ask  the  passage  of  a  law  to  enable  die  people  of  said 
Territory  to  form  a  oonstttotion  and  State  Government. 

Your  committee^  believing  the  said  Territory  to  po^ 
sess  a  oopulation  of  sixty  thousand  free  inhabitants,  at 
least,  deem  it  unneoessaiy  to  ofler  any  further  reasons 
in  support  of  tiie  expediency  of  granting  the  principal 
prayer  of  the  memorialists ;  and  therefore  beg  leave  to 
report  a  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territory  of 
Indiana  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government, 
on  conditions  not  less  advantageous  and  similar  to  these 
heretofore  granted  to  other  Territories  of  the  Unted 
States. 

ConrnoiTy  February  24»  1816. 

DxAA  Sin:  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  embrace 
the  first  moment  within  my  power  to  send  you  e  oe^ 
tified  statement  of  the  census  of  the  Indiana  Territory^ 
taken  from  the  official  returns  of  the  listers,  certified 
by  the  clerks  of  the  various  counties,  and  forwarded  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  said  Territoiy,  at 
their  session  which  commenced  on  the  4th  day  of  De- 
cember, 1815,  to  wit: 

Total  No. 

8,407 
7,870 
4,484 
1,838 
4,870 
7,150 
7^17 
6,975 
8,068 
5,330 
1,619 
1,415 
l,7a)» 


Counties.                               White  males  oT  21 

and  upwards. 

Wayne,    .       .       -       - 

1,886 

Franklin,  .... 

1,480 

Dearborn, 

908 

Switzerland, 

377 

Jefienouy  -       .        .        . 

874 

Clark, 

1,387 

Washington,     - 

1,480 

Harrison, 

1,056 

Knox,       ... 

1,391 

Gibson,     ... 

1,100 

Posey, 

380 

Warrick,    - 

880 

Perry,        .        -        - 

350 

63,897 


•  Prom  the  countv  of  Perry,  no  lister's  book  had 
been  received  from  the  clerk,  but  the  representative  of 
that  county  wjn  he  had  the  number  above  stated  from 
good  authority. 
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I,  William  Hendrickf,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre* 
Bentttiyee,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  within  statement 
is  correct.  Given  under  my  hand  the  day  above  writ- 
ten. 

W.  HENDRICKS,  Cierk  of  the 
House  of  Repre»tnt<Uive$, 

UNIPORMITy  OF  ELECTION. 

Mr.  ProKBNS,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  to  make 
a  motion  on  a  subject  which  be  bad  for  some 
time  considered  of  great  importance  to  the  na- 
tional interest.  Although  he  had  heretofore  in 
vain  pressed  it  on  the  coosideracioo  of  the  House, 
be  thought  the  change  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  nation,  and  the  harmonious  relations  of  po- 
litical parties,  at  present,  justified  the  hope  that 
he  should  now  meet  with  better  success.  The 
proposition  he  was  about  to  submit  had  at  differ- 
ent times  been  supported  by  the  unanimous  vote 
of  both  branches  or  the  Legislature  of  North  Car- 
olina ;  and  uoder  the  sanction  of  this  respectable 
authority,  he  thought  it  his  duty  again  to  offer  It 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  which  he  did 
in  the  following  shape: 

Resohedt  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentO' 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
aembled,  two  thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring  therein. 
That  the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Legis- 
lalnres  of  three  fourths  of  the  said  States^  shall  be 
valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  a  part  of  the  said 
Constitatbn. 

For  the  purpose  of  choosing  Representatives  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  each  Stato  shall  be  di- 
vided,  by  Ito  Legislature,  into  a  number  of  districta 
equal  to  the  number  of  Representatives  to  which  the 
Stato  may  be  entitled. 

Each  district  shall  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be, 
equal  number^  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding 
to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  including  those 
bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  In- 
dians not  taxed,  three  fifths  of  all  other  persons. 

In  each  district  the  qualified  voters  shall  elect  one 
Representative. 

For  the  purpose  of  choosing  Electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  each  State 
shall  be  districted,  by  ite  Legislature,  into  a  number  of 
districta  equal  to  the  number  of  Electors  to  whi^  the 
Stato  may  be  entitled.  Each  district  shall  contain,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  equal  numbers ;  which  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons, 
induding  those  bound  to  serve  for  a  term  of  years,  and 
excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three-fifihs  of  all  other 
persons.  In  each  district  the  persons  qualified  to  vote 
for  Representatives  in  the  Uongress  of  the  United 
States,  shall  choose  one  Elector;  the  Legislature  of 
each  State  shall  have  power  to  regulate  the  manner 
of  holding  elections,  and  making  returns  of  the  Elec- 
tors chosen.  In  case  all  the  Electors  shall  not  meet 
at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  giving  their  votes, 
a  majority  of  the  Electors  met  shall  have  power,  and 
proceed  to  supply  the  vacancy. 

A  division  of  the  States  into  districta,  for  choosing 
Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
and  into  districta  for  choosing  Electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  riiall  take 
place  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  after  each  enu- 


meration and  apportionment  of  Representatives  shall 
be  made,  which  districta  shall  remam  unaltered,  until 
after  the  succeeding  enumeration  and  apportionment 
of  Representatives. 

The  resolution  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
carrying  into  effect  the  commercial  convention 
with  Qreat  Britain. 

The  question  bein^  on  the  agreement  to  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Forsyth  defended  the  amendment.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  that  construction  and  no  other 
ought  to  be  put  on  the  treaty,  which  was  embraced 
by  the  amendmeut.  In  the  construction  of  any 
part  of  an  instrument,  reference  must  be  made  to 
Its  object.  The  whole  object  of  the  treaty  was, 
to  regulate  the  direct  commerce  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  territories  of  Qreat  Britain  in 
Europe.  The  exception  in  respect  to  the  East 
India  trade  proved  toe  rule,  and  excluded  the  idea 
of  other  exceptions.  The  correctness  of  this  con- 
struction, he  said,  was  further  evinced  by  the  cor- 
respondence between  our  Ministers  and  the  Brit- 
ish negotiators,  dbc.,  as  he  proceeded  to  show,  by 
reference  to  the  published  correspondence,  dbc. 

Mr.  RoBBETSON,  after  remarkmg  that  no  infer- 
ence could  be  drawn  from  papers  not  before  the 
House,  (as  the  correspondence  of  our  Ministers 
was  not,)  proceeded  to  observe,  that  he  could  not 
see  the  necessity  of  the  amendment.  It  did  not 
belong  to  the  treaty,  any  more  than  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States.  That  treaty  gave  priv- 
ileges, of  which  this  8mendment,if  adopted,  would 
deprive  us.  The  amendment  went  to  cut  off  a 
trade  which  it  is  of  importance  to  us  to  preserve. 
Tbe  terms  of  the  instrument  to  be  carried  into 
effect  by  the  bill,  did  not,  as  far  as  he  could  un- 
derstand, authorize  the  construction  that  British 
vessels,  coming  from  other  than  British  porta,  are 
to  be  subject  to  higher  duties  than  if  they  came 
direct  from  a  port  of  Great  Britain.  The  terms 
of  the  treaty  and  the  interests  of  commerce  equally 
forbade  such  a  construction.  Appreciating  the 
capability  and  enterprise  of  this  as  a  navigating 
and  ship-building  people,  he  was  perfectly  ready 
to  enter  the  lists  with  any  or  all  commercial 
nations,  on  the  fair  and  liberal  principles  belong- 
ing to  commerce,  unaffected  by  commercial  re- 
strictions. He  desired  no  more,  iu  this  respect, 
than  that  we  should  be  placed  on  an  equal  loot- 
ing with  other  Powers,  not  doubting  but  we  should 
gain  profit  from  the  competition.  He  referred 
to  tbe  act  of  the  last  Congress,  hypotheticalJy  re- 
pealing the  discriminating  duties,  as  evidence  of 
the  intention  of  Congress  to  hold  out  an  invita- 
tion to  all  nations  to  do  away  their  discrimina- 
ting duties,  on  a  pledge  that  we  would  do  the 
same.  The  treaty,  he  said,  was  merely  an  echo 
of  the  principles  of  that  law:  Then  why  should 
not  the  most  liberal  interpretation  be  given  to  the 
treaty  ?    He  could,  he  said,  readily  conceive  that 
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a  commerce  carried  on  circuitously  bv  Greal 
Britain,  under  such  a  coDstructioo,  would  be  of 
but  little  importance  to  her,  because  of  the  rela- 
tive situation  of  her  and  our  ports.  Bui  there 
were  many  cases  occurring^  in  the  course  of  com* 
mercial  transactions,  when  the  privilege  would 
be  highly  advantageous  to  us,  as  in  the  case  of 
clearing  out  to  ona  port,  and  desiring  to  seek  fur- 
ther for  a  market,  ^c^  a  case  daily  occurring. 
For  the  construction  of  a  treaty  we  ought  to  resort 
nowhere  but  to  the  instrument  itself;  and  he  did 
not  think  the  amendment  could  be  supported  on  it. 
Mr.  TocjCBR  said, that  he  feared  he  should  incur 
the  imputation  of  presumption,  in  venturing  upon 
a  discussion  involving  commercial  considerations, 
with  which  he  could  not  pretend  to  be  familiar. 
Convinced,  however,  of  the  impropriety  of  such 
of  the  amendments  reported  by  tbe  Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  aa  had  a  tendency  to  discrim- 
inate between  the  direct  and  indirect  trade  with 
tbe  British  dominions  in  Europe,  he  rose  very  re- 
apectfolly  to  suggest  to  his  friend,  at  the  head  of 
tfaa  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  the  propriety 
of  waiving  those  amendments;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  to  offer  to  the  House  the  reasons  which  had 
induced  such  a  suggestion. 

It  appears  to  me,  continued  Mr.  T.,  that  in  le- 
gifllating  on  this  convention,  we  should  confine 
oaraelves  to  the  terms  of  the  instrument  itself, 
without  attempting,  by  any  superadded  phrase- 
ology, to  give  It  a  construction  which  we  may 
•aoppose  it  will  bear.  The  terms  of  the  law  ouaht 
atrictly  to  correspond  with  those  of  the  treaty,  lest 
by  departing  from  it  we  should  hazard  a  breach 
of  faith,  the  imputation  of  which  we  should  be 
•aoltcitous  to  avoid.  Whether  we  regard  the  con- 
yeotion  as  so  plain  as  not  to  be  susceptible  of  a 
twofold  meaninc^,  or  not,  it  is  equally  evident  that 
it  would  be  onwtse  to  depart  from  iis  phraseology 
in  framing  the  act  under  consideration.  For,  if 
it  be  not  susceptible  of  more  than  one  meaning, 
why  shall  we  attempt  to  explain  what  requires  no 
explaoation  ?  If,  on  the  contrary,  it  does  admit 
of  a  double  construction,  what  right  have  we,  as 
one  of  the  contracting  parties,  to  pronounce  upon 
tbe  true  interpretation  of  the  instrument,  which 
may  not  equally  be  claimed  by  the  other  partjr  to 
the  coDven  tion  1  By  such  a  course  of  proceeding, 
ifae  treaty  itself  would  be  the  source  of  most  serious 
collisions.  But  if,  on  the  contiary,  we  should 
pass  this  act  in  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  and  leave 
to  the  Executives  of  the  two  nations  to  settle  and 
adjust  any  ambiguity  it  may  contain,  no  evil  can 
e&aue.  If  it  be  attempted,  m  the  two  countries, 
to  settle  the  meaning  of  the  instrument  by  legis- 
lative provision,  it  is  probable  the  parties  will 
aooot  be  at  issuci  as  no  means  can  be  devised  for 
mutual  explanations  between  them,  in  a  legisla- 
tive character.  But,  if  the  adjustment  be  left 
with  the  Executive,  such  mutual  explanations  can 
and  will  take  place,  and  every  unpleasant  collision 
may  be  avoided. 

But  let  us  inquire  for  a  moment,  whether  the 
evils  likely  to  be  incurred  by  the  United  States, 
in  case  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  are  confined 
to  the  direct  trade,  are  of  so  serious  a  nature,  as 


to  tempt  us,  even  for  a  moment,  to  put  at  hazard 
our  reputation  for  good  faith.  Bo  far  from  believ- 
ing that  we  shall  suffer  by  such  a  construction,  I 
feel  perfectly  satisfied  that  we  should  be  tbe  gaia- 
ers ;  and,  though  I  am  cooscioua  that  I  approach 
a  subject  on  which  commercial  men  ought  chiefly 
to  be  consulted^  yet,  I  will  solicit  the  attention  of 
the  House,  whilst  I  distinctly  state  the  reasons  of 
this  opinion. 

Pursuing  the  latitude  which  has  been  taken  by 
others,  I  shall  embrace  in  my  remarks  both  the 
amendments  which  contemplate  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  direct  and  indirect  trade.    There  are 
two  clauses  of  the  treaty  which  are  affected  bv 
these  amendments.    The  first  relates  to  the  equal- 
ization of  the  tonnage,  or  duties  and  charges  of 
the  vessel,  and  provides  that  ''  no  higher  or  other 
'  duty  or  charges  shall  be  imposed  in  any  of  the 
'  ports  of  the  United  States  on  British  vessels,  than 
^  those  payable  in  the  same  ports  by  vessels  of  the 
^  United  States,"  with  a  correspondent  provision 
in  favor  of  the  United  States.    If  this  provision 
be  confined  to  the  direct  trade  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Great  Britain,  according  to  the 
terms  of  tbe  bill,  as  amended  by  the  committee. 
British  vessels,  it  is  true,  could  not  enter  into  a 
competition  with  an  American  vessel,  in  carrying 
British  articles  from  the  continent  of  Europe  or 
other  foreign  ports  to  America,  because  the  addi- 
tional tonnage  would  give  a  preference  to  the 
American  bottom.    But  it  noust  be  reeolleotad 
that  a  reciprocal  disadvantage  is  incurred  b^ 
American  bottoms  in  a  like  trade  from  thte  Conti- 
nent to  Great  Britain,  in  Americau  articles ;  and 
that,  according  to  the  narrow  and  limited  con- 
struction contended  for,  an  American  vessel  could 
not  enter  into  a  competition  with  a  British  vessel 
in  tbe  carriage  from  the  Continent  to  Gh-eat  Brit- 
ain.   But  what  will  be  the  operation  of  the  con« 
vention  ?    To  permit  American  vessels  to  com- 
pete on  equal  terms  with  British  vessels,  in  the 
carriage  of  American  produce  from  the  Contineut 
and  elsewhere,  to  Great  Britain,  or  in  any  other 
trade  which  is  now  permitted,  or  may  be  hereafter 
suffered  to  be  carried  on  in  foreign  ships  at  all ; 
and  to  give  a  correspondent  privilege  to  British 
vessels  in  the  trade  to  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica.   Which  then  is  likely  to  derive  the  greatest 
advantage  from  the  reguktion  ?    That  whieh  is 
most  likely  to  avail  itself  extensively  of  the  priv- 
ileges of  the  convention.    And  which  is  moat 
likely  to  avail  itself  extensively  of  theseprivilegea? 
The  American  ship  owner,  I  presume,  since  the 
proximity  of  the  plorts  between  which  he  will 
generally  trade,  will  make  the  pursuit  more  con- 
venient and  more  profitable  than  that  in  which 
the  British  ship  owner  can  be  employed,  under 
the  same  provisions  of  the  convention.    It  seems 
manifest,  for  instance,  that  it  would  be  much  more 
convenient  for  an  American  to  enter  into  tbe 
trade  between  Portugal  and  England,  distant  from 
each  other  only  a  few  days'  sail,  than  for  an  En- 
glishman to  engage  in  the  trade  betwen  Portugal 
and  the  United  States,  separated  as  they  are  uy 
an  ocean  of  3,000  miles;  if  so,  more  of  our  ship 
owners  than  of  the  British,  are  likely  to  avail 
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tbemaeWes  of  the  privileges  of  the  treftty,  and  of 
eoune  we  shall  gain  more  thao  we  can  lose  by 
its  stipolations,  to  relation  to  tonnage,  accordgig 
to  the  eonstraction  for  which  I  contend. 

So  much  then  for  the  provision  in  celatioo  to 
the  tonnage.  Let  us  next  see  what  is  the  opera- 
tion of  the  next  clause. 

It  provides  that  **  the  same  duties  shall  be  paid 
'  on  the  importation  into  the  United  States  of 
'  any  articles,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture 

*  of  His  Britanaic  Majesty's  territories  in  Europe, 

*  whether  such  importation  be  in  American  or 
'  British  vessels,"  with  a  correspondent  prorision 
in  favor  of  American  articles.    The  remarks 
already  made  in  relation  to  the  former  clause 
apply  with  the  same  force  to  this.    There  is,  it 
is  true,  but  little  probability  of  either  of  the  two 
nations  engaging  in  an  indirect  trade,  so  long  as 
this  convention  lasts,  by  which  the  direct  trade 
IS  permitted  on  such  advantageous  terms.    In 
the  nature  of  things,  every  merchant  will  prefer 
the  direct  to  the  roundabout  trade.    The  import- 
ation into  the  United  States,  of  British  articles 
from  foreign  ports  other  than  those  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, will,  therefore,  rarely  take  place,  and  will, 
I  presume,  be  confined  to  cases  where  the  Brit- 
ish goods  do  not  find  a  ready  sale  in  the  foreign 
market,  and  are  sent  to~  America  from  thence,  as 
affording  a  better  prospect  of  mercantile  advant- 
age.   So,  too,  the  importation  into  the  porta  of 
Great  Britain,  from  continental  ports,  of  Ameri- 
can   merchandise,  will   only  occur  when   the 
American  merchant,  after  reaching  the  foreign 
port,  finds  it  to  his  advantage  to  change  his  mar- 
ket, and  sends  his  cargo  from  its  first  port  of  des- 
tination to  Great  Britain.    Which  of  these  cases 
is  likely  to  occur  most  frequently  ?    Is  it  more 
probable  that  the  exporter  of  manufactures  from 
Great  Britain  will  find  it  necessary  to  change  his 
market,  and  send  his  goods  from  the  continent  of 
Europe  or  other  foreign  ports  to  the  United  States, 
or  that  the  American  exporter  o(  tobacco  and 
cotton  will,  on  his  arrival  at  a  continental  port, 
find  his  advantage  in  lookingfor  a  better  market 
in  London  or  Liverpool?    The  latter,  without 
doubt.     The  former  most  rarely  happen-^he 
latter,  as  my  friend  from  Louisiana  has  already 
intimated;  occurs  very  frequently.    Great  disad- 
vantage in  such  cases  would)  of  course,  be  expa- 
rieneed,  if  the  American  merchant  ahouldi  in  the 
foreign  port,  when  he  wished  to  change  his  mar' 
ket,  encouAieK  additional  toimage  and  additional 
imports,  in  case  he  made  use  of  an  American  ves- 
sel for  the  transportation.    In  truth,  no  American 
vessel  could  enter  into  the  competition  with  British 
bottoms  under  such  unpropitioos  circumstances. 
Yet  would  this  be  precisely  the  state  of  things  if 
the  treaty  be  confined  to  the  direct  trade.    On  the 
other  hand,  if  it  applies  also  to  the  indirect  trade, 
the  tobacco  and  cotton,  and  other  bulky  articles, 
of  American  export,  may  change  their  market 
without  its  being  necessary  to  seek  for  British 
vessels,  to  the  exclusion  of  those  of  the  United 
States;  and  American  vessels  would  thus  mo- 
nopolize very  soon  the  freight  from  which  they 
lire  now  excluded. 


I  cannot,  thereforcf  bat  believe,  that  it  is  our 
interest  to  contend,  that  the  convention,  accord- 
ing to  the  true  construction  of  it,  comprehends 
the  indirect  as  well  as  the  direct  trade.  That 
such  was  the  intention  of  the  American  commis- 
sioners, and  the  wish  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, is  indeed  strongly  inferrible  from  the  exist- 
ence of  the  act  of  Congress,  read  by  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana,  in  which  the  most  general  terms 
are  used,  equally  comprehensive  with  those  in 
the  convention,  and  equally  embracing  indirect 
as  well  as  direct  trade.  With  this  strong  and 
decisive  expression  of  the  legislative  wiU,  the 
Executive  have  concluded  this  convention.  They 
seem  to  have  followed  the  expressions  of  the  act, 
nor  could  they  or  the  commissioners  be  justly 
censured,  if  the  provisions  were  really  disad- 
vantageous. Believing  the  eontrarv,  as  I  do,  I 
cannot  give  my  assent  to  an  amenament  which 
would  exclude  us  from  a  fair  advantage  gained 
by  the  treaty ;  and,  even  if  my  impressions  on  this 
subject  were  different,  Ishoiud  think  it  improper 
to  attempt  a  legislative  exposition  of  the  insuu- 
ment.  As  I  have  already  intimated,  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  would  be  most  advisable  to  leave  the 
construction,  if  doubtful,  to  be  settled  between  the 
Executives  of  the  two  nations,  without  hazard- 
ing collision  or  a  breach  of  faith,  by  introducing 
into  the  law  our  own  interpretation. 

Mr.  Gaston  said^  that  he  had  yesterday,  in 
Committee  of  the  Vvhole,  expressed  an  opinion 
in  relation  to  this  bill,  which  subsequent  reflec- 
tion had  convinced  him  was  erroneous.  He  had 
remarked,  that  although  the  bill  was  in  his  judg- 
ment unnecessary,  it  was  nevertheless  harmless. 
He  was  now  satisfied  that  the  bill  was  not  only 
unnecessary,  but  of  a  pernicious  character ;  and 
while  he  owed  it  to  the  House  to  retract  his  error, 
he  owed  to  himself  an  apology  for  adopting  it. 
The  fact  was,  that  believing  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives could  have  no  agency  in  executing 
the  commercial  convention  between  the  United 
Slates  and  Great  Britain,  and  having  his  atten- 
tion much,  occupied  with  public  business  of  a  dif- 
ferent character,  he  had  thoueht  very  little  of  the 
cooveniton  itself,  or  of  the  bill  whaeh  had  been 
introduced  fbr  carrying  it  into  efl^ct.  Aad  when 
it  was  remarked  by  a  member  of  the  committee, 
that  a  law  re-enacting  what  he  (Mr.  Gv)  supposed 
to  be  already  law,  was  at  worst  but  a  superfluous 
act  of  legislation,and  could  not  therefore  do  harm ; 
the  remark  seemed  plausible,  and  commanded 
his  assent  for  the  moment.  Perfectly  pessuadech 
however,  that  this  impression  was  incorrect,  ana 
that  any  legislation  by  the  House  was  full  of 
miscbief,  he  would  submit  a  motion  calculated 
to  try  the  principle  of  the  bill.  He  therefore 
moved  its  inilefittite  postponement. 

In  making  this  motion,  he  assured  the  House, 
that  he  was  not  actuated  by  anything  like  a  spirit 
of  opposition.  He  had  come  into  Congress  with 
a  perfect  disposition  to  co-onerate  with  his  asso- 
ciates of  whatever  political  party,  in  any  mea- 
sures which  might  promote  the  public  weal. 
And  he  indulged  the  hone,  that  now,  when  the 
troubled  night  of  war  had  departed,  apd  the  day- 
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star  of  peace  again  beamed  on  oar  land,  there 
woald  l>e  at  least  a  short  interval  of  calm  and 
sonshine,  in  which  all  could  work  cheerfully  and 
harmoniously  together. 

In  attempting  to  show  the  impropriety  of  the 
bill,  Mr.  Q,  would  endeavor,  if  possible,  not  to 
tread  upon  the  ground  consecrated  by  party  pre- 
judice. He  believed  it  was  not  necessary  for  his 
'argument  to  la^  down  any  principles  in  relation 
to  the  efifoct  of  a  treaty  constitutionally  made, 
that  might  not  be  conceded  as  correct  by  the  an- 
cient champions  of  the  party  which  now  held 
the  government  of  the  Union.  It  would  no  doubt 
be  recollected,  that  a  vehement  contest  about  the 
efficacy  of  the  British  Treaty  had  taken  place  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  at  an  early  period 
of  our  Federal  Government.  He  could  not  un- 
dertake to  speak  confidently  of  the  dpinions  of  all 
who  took  part  iu  that  controversy,  (for  it  was  a 
long  while  since  he  had  read  the  debate,)  but  he 
believed  the  great  point  in  contestation,  was  the 
nature  of  the  obligation  on  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  make  appropriations  in  conformity 
to  the  treaty.  One  class  of  politicians  (and  he 
believed  them  right,)  considered  it  as  a  moral 
obligation  which  could  only  yield  to  obligations 
of  a  paramount  kind.  The  other  class  of  poli- 
ticians viewed  it  as  an  obligation  of  discretion 
only,  which  left  the  House  a  full  right  to  judge 
of  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  the  treaty. 
There  could  not  have  been  a  serious  difference 
of  opinion  among  the  wise  and  able  men  of  either 
side,  whether  a  treaty  constitutionally  made, 
upon  a  subject  fit  for  a  treaty,  was  or  was  not  a 
kw ;  to  be  executed  by  the  Executive,  expounded 
by  the  Judiciary,  as  other  laws  made  in  other 
forms,  prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  The 
words  of  that  instrument  were  too  precise  to  ad- 
mit of  rational  doubt.  ^  This  Constitution,  and 
'  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  be 
'  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made, 
'  orwhicn  shall  be  made  under  the  authority  of 
^  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of 

*  the  land."— Art  6,  part  2d.  "  He  the  (President) 

*  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe- 
'  euted."— Art.  2d.  sec.  3d.  '^  The  judicial  power 

*  shall  extend  to  all  cases  in  law  and  equity  aris- 
^  ing  under  this  Constitution,  the  laws  of  the 
'  United  States,  and  the  treaties  made,  or  which 
'  shall  be  made,  under  their  authority."-^Art.  3. 
'  sec.  2. 

That  it  was  never  supposed  necessary  to  im- 
part a  legislative  sanction  to  a  treaty,  in  order  to 
Test  it  with  every  attribute  of  a  law,  was  further 
evinced  by  the  uniform  practice  of  our  Govern- 
ment under  different  Administrations.  Notwith- 
standing the  British  Treaty  contained  various 
provisions  of  a  commercial  character,  no  act  of 
Congress  was  passed  to  carry  them  into  effect. 
The  sole  legislation  which  took  place  was  an  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  pay  of  the  Com- 
missioners to  be  appointed  under  the  treaty.  This 
was  done  precisely  upon  the  same  principles  as 
an  appropriation  is  made  to  defray  the  expenses 
attenoihg  the  execution  of  other  laws ;  not  be- 
cause the  treaty  or  the  laws  require  such  sanction 


to  give  them  validity,  but  because,  by  the  Consti- 
tution, public  revenue  can  only  be  disbursed  in 
consequence  of  regular  appropnations.  But  there 
was  a  later  precedent,  directly  in  point,  and  which 
some  gentlemen  might  be  disposed  to  regard  with 
greater  reverence.  In  the  convention  which  was 
concluded  between  the  United  States  and  the 
First  Consul  of  the  French  Republic,  there  was 
an  article  stipulating  that  captures  made  on  either 
side  should  be  restored.  The  French  ship  Ber- 
ceau  bad  been  captured  by  us  long  before,  and  by 
the  laws  of  the  land  had  become  the  absolute 
property  of  the  nation.  No  act  of  Congress  was 
passed,  none  was  supposed  necessary,  to  enable 
the  President  to  transfer  this  property  of  the  na- 
tion to  the  French  Republic  The  treaty  was 
deemed  law  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  and  the 
then  President  (Mr.  Jefferson)  caused  the  Ber- 
ceau  to  be  restored  according  to  the  treaty. 

Mr.  G.  was  perfectly  aware  that  treaties,  like 
other  laws,  might  be  so  made  as  to  require  the 
aid  of  supplemental  legislation.  Such,  however, 
was  not  the  case  with  the  convention  referred  to 
in  this  bill.  A  remark  was  vesterday  made  by  a 
gentleman  from  Georgia.  (Mr.  Fobsttb,)  de- 
signed to  show  that  this  convention  needed  suck 
auxiliary  legislation ;  but,  on  reflection,  he  was 
satisfied  that  the  remark  was  not  well  tounded. 
The  gentleman  observed  that  the  convention  stip- 
ulated only  for  an  equality  of  duties  in  certain 
cases,  upon  importations  in  British  and  American 
vessels,  without  specifying  whether  this  equality 
was  to  be  produced  by  raising  the  rates  on  Ameri- 
can vessels^  or  depressing  those  on  British  vessels. 
It  will  be  found,  however,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  the 
treaty,  in  this  respect  executes  itself.  We  have 
laws  fixing  the  rate  or  tonnage  on  American  ves- 
sels, and  the  duties  on  importations  in  them.  Oth- 
er laws  prescribe  that  additional  rates  and  duties 
shall  be  imposed  in  the  case  of  foreign  vessels. 
A  treaty  is  then  made  with  Great  Britain  pre- 
scribing that  her  vessels  shall  be  subject  to  the 
same  rates  and  duties  as  are  levied  on  American 
ships.  As  this  treaty  is  a  law  of  the  land,  it 
should  be  construed  precisely  as  any  other  law. 
Suppose  the  stipulations  were  contained  in  an  act 
of  Congress,  then,  upon  the  principle  that  the 
subsequent  acts  repeat  so  much  of  the  prior  acts 
as  is  inconsistent  with  them,  the  effect  assuredly 
is  to  except  British  ships  from  the  operation  of  the 
laws  affecting  foreign  vessels  generally.  What- 
ever ybur  duties  may  be  in  regard  to  American 
bottoms,  the  same  duties  are,  by  the  treaty,  made 


to  apply  to  British  ships. 
Mr.  G. 


said  that  these  observations  were  de- 
signed to  prove,  and,  in  his  judgment,  did  prove, 
that  the  bill  wss  unnecessary.  This,  however, 
was  but  introductorjr  to  the  position  which  he  had 
advanced,  ihat  the  bill  was  of  a  dangerous  and  in- 
jurious character.  In  a  Government  of  laws,  it 
was  always  to  be  desired  that  those  who  were 
called  on  to  obey,  and  those  who  were  appointed 
to  expound  the  national  will,  should  not  be  per- 
plexed and  embarrassed  by  superfluous  regula- 
tions. But  there  were  prominent  and  especial 
evils  following  from  an  unnecessary  legislation 
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in  regard  to  treaties.  The  power  of  makioff  them, 
said  Mr.  G.,  is,  by  the  ConstitatioD,  vested  in  the 
President,  calling  to  his  aid  the  counsel  of  the 
Senate.  If  this  povrer  be  so  exercised  that  the 
treaty  can  execute  itself  what  is  the  effect  of  an 
unnecessary  law  enactea  for  its  execution  ?  To 
the  thoughtless  and  superficial  it  might  seem 
merely  an  encroachment  upon  the  prerogative  of 
the  Executive,  and  this  might  not  be  deemed  an 
evil  very  much  to  be  dreaded  hj  the  friends  of 
pblltical  freedom.  But,  in  fact,  it  is  not  a  dimi- 
nution of  the  power  of  the  Executive;  it  is  a 
diminution  only  of  his  responsibility.  The  law 
confers  no  additional  validity  on  the  treaty ;  it  is 
altogether  inoperative,  except  as  an  implied  sanc- 
tion of  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  The  President 
is  answerable  for  making  a  bad  compact;  but, 
under  the  form  and  pretence  of  enlarging  legisla- 
tive power,  a  shield  is  to  be  interposed  between 
him  and  the  public  censure. 

Besides,  if  the  precedent  be  established  that  a 
treaty  must  be  legislated  into  validity,  an  obliga- 
tion is  imposed  upon  the  Legislature,  and  every 
branch  of  it,  to  make  the  provisions  of  the  law 
conform  strictly  to  the  stipulations  of  the  trea- 
ty. In  other  words,  the  Legislature  must  ex- 
pound the  treaty.  It  is  easy  to  point  out  some 
striking  absurdities  which  would  result  from  this 
doctrine,  though  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  all  that 
will  arise  from  it.  Let  us  suppose  a  complex 
treaty,  in  the  exposition  of  parts  of  which  there 
is  an  honest  and  important  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature. 
What  is  to  be  done?  Ordinary  difference  of 
opinion  which  cannot  be  removed,-  and  where 
co-operation  is  necessary,  may  be  adjusted  bj 
compromise.  But  on  this  subject  compromise  is 
impracticable.  The  sacrifices  required  to  be  mu- 
tually made  are  not  of  opinion  on  a  question  of 
expediency,  but  of  conscience  on  a  matter  of 
right.  Each  is  bound  by  the  highest  of  obliga- 
tions to  expound  the  treaty  according  to  the  de- 
sign of  its  framers.  If,  in  this  exposition,  thev 
cannot  agree,  the  treaty  cannot  be  expounded, 
the  legislative  sanction  cannot  be  given,  and  the 
plishted  faith  of  the  nation  must  be  broken. 

A^in,  it  must  be  admitted,  for  the  Constitu- 
tion IS,  on  this  particular,  clear  and  imperative, 
that  the  judicial  power  snail  apply  to  all  cases 
arising  under  a  treaty,  and  of  necessity  in  its  ap- 
plication to  such  cases  must  expound  the  treaty. 
How  is  this  judicial  power  to  be  exercised  when 
the  courts  who  are  invested  with  it  shall  not 
agree  to  the  correctness  of  your  exposition  ?  Are 
they  to  be  bound  by  your  exposition  7  If  so,  then 
their  power  is  not  applied  to  cases  as  they  arise 
under  the  treaty,  but  as  they  arise  under  your 
statute.  If  they  are  not  bouad  by  your  exposi- 
tion, then  your  act,  instead  of  vivifying  the  treaty, 
is  itself  a  dead  letter.  If  they  sacrifice  their  con- 
sciences to  adopt  your  construction,  they  do  not  ex- 
ercise judicial  power  on  the  treaty ;  if  they  do  not 
make  this  sacrifice,  but  exercise  the  judicial  power 
which  the  Constitution  gives  them,  then  you  have 
a  law,  and  a  Constitutional  law,  which  your  own 
tribunals  have  a  Constitutional  right  to  disregard. 


But  one  would  suppose  that  a  stronger  argu- 
ment to  prove  the  danger  of  this  legislative  en- 
actment of  a  treaty  could  not  be  afforded,  than  is 
to  be  found  by  attending  to  the  course  which  has 
been  pursued  on  this  bill.    Not  to  dwell  upon 
the  singular  absurdity  of  one  of  the  amendments 
which  it  has  been  thought  necessary  to  incorpor- 
ate into  it ;  an  amendment  which  declares  this 
bill  a  law  twenty  days  before  k  is  or  can  become 
a  law  under  the  Constitution,  the  House  is  per- 
plexed in  discussing  the  meaning  of  various  pas- 
sages in  the  treaty  admitted  to  be  ambiguous, 
and  for  the  correct  interpretation  of  them  is  re- 
ferred by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations — to  what  ?    To  information  ofii- 
cially  laid  before  it  ?    To  authentic  documents 
in  its  possession  7    No ;  the  House  is  referred  to 
a  correspondence  between  the  negotiators  of  the 
two  nations,  which  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Forsttb) 
tells  us  has  been  laid  before  the  Senate ;  and  a 
part  of  which  he  reads  from  a  paper  printed  (as 
he  also  informs  us)  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 
For  what  purpose  was  this  correspondence  laid 
before  the  Senate  ?    Assuredly  it  must  have  been 
to  aid  them  in  understanding  the  treaty  before 
they  should  give  advice  as  to  its  ratification. 
But  the    House   of   Representatives,   although 
bound  to  aid  in  legislating  the  treaty  into  opera- 
tion, and  in  framing  a  law  which  snail  conform 
to  its  precise  meaning;  and  though  greatly  em- 
barrassed to  divine  his  meaning  in  consequence 
of  the  vagueness  of  the  treaty,  is  left  to  act  with- 
out the  benefit  of  this  necessary  information,  ex- 
cept  it  be  of  such  fragments  as  may  be  doled  out 
by  the  bounty  of  the  Senate,  or  picked  up  by  the 
industry  or  good  fortune  of  its  members.    If  this 
House  have  to  expound  the  treaty,  it  is  entitled  to 
the  possession  of  every  document  which  can 
throw  light  upon  its  meaning.    It  cannot  be  called 
on  to  act,  and  be  denied  the  means  to  act  with 
intelligence.    These  means,  there  is  but  one  au- 
thentic and  Constitutional  mode  of  laying  before 
us.    They  must  be  officially  communicated,  or 
the  House,  in  respecting  them,  will  show  a  want 
of  respect  for  itself. 

Mr.  G.  concluded,  by  remarking  that  if  the 
House  should  concur  with  him  in  the  opinion 
that  the  convention  was  complete  in  itself,  and 
needed  no  legislative  aid  to  carry  it  into  effect, 
they  ought  to  be  exceedingly  cautious  in  setting 
a  precedent  which  was  calculated  to  mislead  and 
embarrass.  Although  no  immediate  injury  might 
result  from  the  act  in  this  case,  other  than  the 
delay  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  at  the  meaning 
of  this  treaty,  yet  immense  inconveniences  might 
flow  from  following  such  a  precedent,  in  cases  of 
more  complexity.  As  the  bill  was  a  departure 
from  the  established  usage  of  the  Qovernment — 
unnecessary,  and  likely  as  a  precedent  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  mischief  hereafter^— he  believed  the 
wise  and  safe  course  was  to  decline  acting  fur- 
ther upon  it. 

Mr.  Wrioht  said,  he  hoped  and  trusted  the 
amendment  proposed  to  this  bill  would  not  be 
adopted.  The  bill  had  for  its  object,  he  said,  the 
establishment  of  an  uniformity  of  the  impost  and 
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tonnage,  as  well  as  of  the  drawbacks  on  articles 
the  growth,  produce,  or  maoafacture  of  His  Bri- 
taoDic  Majesty's  territories  in  Europe,  imported 
into  aoy  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  The 
amendment  proposes  to  limit  the  importations  hv 
adding,  ^  direatiy  from  the  territories  aforesaid/' 
The  treaty,  in  its  terms,  may  include  the  indirect 
as  well,  as  the  direct  trade,  and  has  beea  ratified 
hy  the  President,  by  and  with  the  ad  vice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  and  has  become  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land.  This  treaty  is  a  compact  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  The  Brit- 
ish Parliament  has  no  power  but  to  pass  laws  to 
carry  treaties  into  effect*— the  King  has  the  sole 
power  of  making  them ;  and  here  the  President 
and  Senate  have  the  power  of  the  King,  from 
whence  results  the  impropriety  of  our  attempting, 
in  a  law  to  carry  the  treaty  into  effect,  aoy  addi- 
tioDs  to  the  treaty.  We  have  no  diplomatic 
power.  If  there  is  anv  ambiguity  in  any  article, 
we,  who  represent  only  one  of  the  parties,  have 
no  power  to  bind  the  other  party  by  any  act  or 
construction ;  that  can  be  effected  only  by  an  ex- 
planatory article  made  by  the  agents  of  both  par- 
ties. Sir,  in  any  contestation  about  the  treaty 
and  iu  true  import,  this  amendment,  if  adopted, 
could  not  be  considered  as  part  of  the  instrument. 
The  treaty  is  a  record,  and  like  all  others,  can  be 
tried  only  by  itself,  I  ask,  if  the  Judiciary,  in 
expounding  this  treaty,  were  to  be  of  opinion  that 
it  included  the  indirect  as  well  as  the  direct  trade, 
what  would  be  the  operation  of  the  proposed 
amendment,  if  adopted  ?  It  certainly  would  be 
considered  as  the  act  of  but  one  party,  as  having 
no  operation  in  the  case,  a  work  tnerefore,  of 
supenerogation, 

Mr.  Qaston  having  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  indcunitely — 

The  bill  was,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tdokbb,  laid 
on  the  table. 

LAW8  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  subscription 
to  such  laws  of  the  United  States  as  relate  exclu- 
sively to  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  was  zeatouslysupported  by  Mr.  Tucid- 
BR,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Wright  and  others. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Camhor,  the  number  of 
copies  proposed  to  be  subscribed  for  (one  thou- 
sand) was  reduced  to  three  hundred. 

The  hill  having  been  reported  to  the  House, 
scNne  further  discussion  took  place  on  it. 

On  the  question  of  ordering  the  bill  to  be  read 
a  third  time^  there  were,  for  the  bill  44^  against 
it  64. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mx.  PicK£irs  then  adverted  to  the  miserable 
system  of  jurisprudence,  by  which  this  territory 
was  ruled,  composed  of  the  laws  of  Virginia 
on  one  side,  and  Maryiaod  on  the  other  side  of 
the  river,  as  they  stood  fifteen  or  twenty  years 
ago,  the  people  of  the  District  being  deprived  of 
the  advantages  of  subsequent  amendments  made 
by  these  States ;  and,  auer  remarking  on  the  in- 
ability of  Congress  to  devote  time  from  more 


weij^hty  occupations  to  examine  and  reform  the 
judicial  system  of  the  District,  moved,  in  sub- 
stance, 

«<  That  the  Committee  on  the  Distnct  of  Colombia  be 
instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  employing 
a  suitable  person  to  pnpars  a  code  of  jnrispmdenoe  for 
the  District  of  Colombiarto  be  laid  before  Congress  Ihr 
their  adoption." 

Mr.  TucKBR  moved  that  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee be  substituted  for  the  District  Committee, 
aa  well  because  he  desired  the  aid  of  other  talents 
on  this  subject  than  of  the  chairman  of  the  Dis* 
trict  Committee,  (meaning  himself^)  as  becauee 
that  committee  hao  already  as  much  business  be- 
fore them  as  they  would  be  able  to  despatch, 
especially  if  they  met  with  no  better  encourage- 
ment from  the  House  than  had  attended  his  ex« 
ertions  this  day. 

Mr.  TaoKRR's  motion  to  amend  was  agrelMi  to 
by  a  small  majority ;  and,  thus  amended,  the  mo* 
tion  of  Mr.  PiCKSNe  was  agreed  to. 


MoN OAY,  January  8. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Mary- 
land, William  Pikknrt;  from  Virginia,  Jokk 
Rahoolph  ;  and  from  Tennessee,  William  G. 
Blount,  appeared,  produced  their  credentials, 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  HuLBERT  presented  a  petition  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Boston  Qlass  Manufactory,  praying 
that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  as  will  anord 
to  the  manufacturers  of  glass,  the  security  and 
encouragement  necessary  to  the  continuance  of 
their  manufactures. 

Mr.  Mills  presented  a  petition  of  the  manu- 
facturers of  cotton  and  woollen  cloth,  in  the 
counties  of  Hampshire,  Franklio,  and  Hampden, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  that  the 
duties  at  present  imposed  on  ail  cotton  and  wool- 
len fabrics  imported  from  foreign  countries  may 
be  increased;    that  the  importation  of  cotton 

foods  from  places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Caood 
[ope  may  be  prohibited ;  that  American  cotton 
and  woollen  fabrics  may  be  ezclusively  used  for 
the  Army  and  Navy ;  that  the  existing  duty  on 
foreign  indigo  and  olive  oil  may  be  repealed  \  and 
that  a  National  Bank  may  be  established. 

Mr.  Law  presented  a  similar  petition  from  sun- 
dry manuiacturers  of  cotton  ^ods  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  JoHMaoN,  of  Kentucky,preseoted  a  petition 
of  the  Lexington  White  Lead  Manufacturing  Com* 
pany,  praying  that  a  doty  of  six  cents  per  pound 
may  be  imposed  on  white  lead  imported  from 
foreign  countries. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  WsKOovBR  presented  a  petition  of  the 
manufacturers  of  tobacco,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  that  the  act  laying  duties  on  man- 
ufactured tobacco  may  be  repealed,  and  that  the 
bonds  which  they  have  entered  into  may  be  re- 
turned to  them. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  North  Carolina,  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  Thomas  Cowan,  and  others,  mannfnc- 
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tarers  of  salt  on  the  seacoftst  of  North  CaroUnt, 
praying  that  the  direct  tax  imposed  npoa  their 
ettablisnments  may  be  remittea,  as  their  works 
have  been  destroyed  by  high  water,  and  that  the 
doty  on  a  quantity  of  salt  which  was  also  de- 
stroyed, may  be  also  remitted.-— Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  MoRFRBB  presented  m  resolniion  of  the 
Legislatnre  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  re- 
onesttng  the  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress,  from  tbat  State,  to  use  their  best  en- 
deavours to  prevail  on  the  General  Government 
t^  open  a  direct  outlet  to  the  ocean  for  the  waters 
of  the  Albemarle  Sound.-- Referred  to  the  Com- 
naittee  on  Ronds  and  Canals. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gof.9SB0ROD0H,  the  Com- 
mittee e«  the  Poet  Office  and  Poet  Roads  was 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
pealing the  4th  and  Ofh  sections  oi  an  act  passed 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  legulntiog  the  Post  Office 
estaMisbment,"  or  of  exemptinff  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  said  sections,  vessen  whose  business 
is  confined  to  the  l»ys  and  ritrers  of  the  United 
Siales  and  the  Territories  thereof,  and  are  not 
employed  in  the  carriage  of  the  mail. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  retumnl  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  regulate  the  commerce  of  the  United  Stales, 
aeoordin^  to  the  Convention  of  Commerce  with 
Great  Britain^— 4he  question  betnff  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Oabton  to  pMtpooethe  bill  indefinitely. 

Mr.  FoBBTTB  said  that  the  motion  for  an  in* 
d^nite  postponement  of  the  bill,  made  by  the 
gentleman  fiom  North  Cavolina,  (Mr.  Gaston,) 
rested  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  not  necessary 
to  legislBte  upon  the  enbject  of  the  convention. 
Mr.  F.  pvesomed  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
gentlemen  to  enter  into  the  investigniion  of  the 
extent  of  the  treaty-making  power,  or  of  the 
nature  of  the  obligation  imposed  by  a  treaty 
when  made.  He  could  not  suppose  it  was  in- 
tended to  rake  up  the  ashes  or  the  dispivte  on 
that  ouestion  in  the  year  1765.  The  Conatittt- 
tfonal  principle  had  been  eettled  so  far  as  it  de«^ 
pended  upon  the  Repseeentatives  of  the  peoplent 
that  period  on  the  fint  treaty  with  a  foreign  Gov^ 
enranent  whteh  had  been  concluded  after  the 
adoption  «f  the  Oonatimtien.  By  referring  to 
the  journals  «f  the  pnoceediags  of  Oongvees,  it 
would  be  foondy  tbnt  the  principle  establMed 
was,  *^  that  when  a  treaty  siipulaAes  regulations 
'  0B  any  of  the  sobiects  submitted  by  the  Coseti- 

*  tnttda  to  the  power  of  Congtme,  it  most  depend 
'  for  its  exeeution,  as  to  such  Btipulntioas,  on-a  law 

*  or  laws,  to  be  passed  by  Congress."  The  recol- 
lection of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
was,  therefore,  not  faithful,  when  he  supposed 
the  doctrine  of  that  d^j  confined  the  power  of 
Congress,  in  the  execution  of  treaties,  to  cases 
of  appropriation  only.  The  role  was  general, 
and  applied  to  all  cases,  without  distinction,  over 
which  power  was  specially  given  by  the  Consti- 
tution to  the  l^islative  department.  This  gene- 
ral rale,  siAoe  that  pcfiod,  has  been  uniformly 


and  consistently  observed.  In  the  execution  of 
the  British  Treaty,  no  law  was  passed  at  the  pe- 
riod of  the  memorable  dispute  already  alluded  to, 
but  one  appropriating  money;  but  the  cause 
might  be  discovered  by  leferring  to  the  treaty 
itself.  None  of  its  provisions  were  inconsistent 
with  the  existing  laws.  Subsequentlv,  however, 
it  was  found  necessary  to  provide  by  taw  for  the 
faithful  execution  of  the  19th  article.  By  this 
article  it  was  stipulated,  that  when  one  party  was 
a  belligerent,  and  the  other  a  neutral  rower,  to 
prevent  injury  to  the  propert^Ti  fi^-j  of  the  neu- 
tral upon  the  ocean,  from  the  improper  conduct 
of  the  captains  and  crews  of  private  armed  ves- 
sels, the  owner  and  master  shouM  give  bond  and 
security  in  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  or  three 
thousand  pounds,  according  to  the  size  of  the 
vessel  and  the  number  of  her  crew,  to  answer  for 
the  injuries  which  might  be  sustained  by  such 
misoonduet.  When  the  jiMMt  war  was  aathor- 
ixed  against  Franoe|  the  President  was  empow* 
ered  to  grant  eommtssions  to  private  armed  ves- 
sels ;  the  stipaiation  of  the  treaty  was  embodied 
in  the  act  of  Congress.  The  same  provision 
was  made  in  nearly  the  same  words,  in  the  war 
against  Tripoli. «  The  condaet  of  the  Cknrern« 
meat  had  been  legulated  by  the  same  rule  in  their 
legislative  acts  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  with 
Spain.  An  appropriation  hiw  was  passed  to  pay 
the  neeessarv  expenses.  Tins  was  aU  that  was 
then  deemed  necessary.  But  the  10th  article  of 
the  treaty  intended  to  provide  for  the  case  of 
vessels  of  either  nation,  forced  by  distress  into 
the  ports  of  the  other.  T^e  condition  of  the 
treaty  was  dictated  both  by  policy  and  humanity. 
It  was,  that  the  goods  thus  forced  under  the  pro- 
tection of  either  of  thecoBtractina  parties  should, 
if  landed,  be  reloaded  and  carried  away,  without 
the  payment  of  the  customary  duty  either  on  tlte 
vessel  or  oaigo.  No  act  was  passed  until  the  case 
actoaUy  occurred.  Sometime  durin|^  or  before 
the  year.  1804)  the  Spanish  brigantmo  Nanej 
came  into  Norfolk  in  distress,  in  order  to  give 
to  her  owners  the  benefit  of  the  treaty  stipula- 
liott,  it  was  deemed  oecessaqr  to  pass  an  act  te- 
mittrng  the  duties  in  that  particular  initancet.  aad 
psovidin^  that  they  should  not  be  payable  In 
similar  lasmnces  in  future.  The  Weaty  with 
France  in  1801  had  been  alluded  to  by  the  gen- 
tlaman  horn  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  GaBHONc) 
By  vrferring  to  tli«  appropriation  act,  passed  in 
consequence  of  the  ratification  of  that  treaty,  it 
will  be  found  to  contain  a  deolarataon  of  the 
obligation  to  return  vessels  captured  daring  the 
war,  according  to  the  condition  of  the  conven- 
tloa.  Mr.  F.  presumed  that  this  was  supposed  a 
sufficient  anthorits[  for  the  diilivery  of  the  Ber- 
ceaa  by  the  President,  in  performance  of  dw 
conditions  of  the  treaty.  The  seatote  book  was 
full  of  examples,  hot  none  were  more  decisive 
than  those  founded  upon  the  cession  of  Louisip 
ana  to  the  United  States  by  France  in  1803. 
Although  France  ceded  it  to  the  United  States, 
and  of  course  governed  by  their  kws,  so  ftr  as 
they  were  applicable  to  itssiluatioo,  at  that  time 
it  was  deeoned  most  expedient  to  pass  an  act  to 
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lay  and  collect  duties  oo  imporcs  and  tonnage 
within  the  said  territory.  In  this  act  provision 
was  made  to  secure  to  French  and  Spanish  ships 
the  commercial  advantages  which  were  promised 
as  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  cession.  But  this 
was  not  all :  In  the  year  1800,  an  act  was  passed, 
allowing  drawback  of  duties  on  goods  exported 
from  the  United  States  to  New  Orleans,  being  a 
foreign  port.  Although  the  reason  of  this  act 
had  ceased,  and  it  might  hare  been  considered 
repealed  by  the  transfer  of  this  port  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  it  was  supposed  necessary  to  repeal 
the  act  by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  in  1803. 

Louisiana,  too,  was  admitted  into  the  Union, 
not  by  treaty  stipulation^  but  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, in  performance  of  the  obligation  imposed 
by  it. 

Mr.  F.  said  that  no  difference  was  made  by  the 
Constitution  between  treaties  with  foreign  Pow- 
ers, and  treaties  made  with  the  Indians  within 
the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States.  The 
rule  bad  been  extended  to  them.  Without  enu- 
merating the  particular  cases,  he  could  refer  to 
an  arrangement  which  had  been  made  with  all 
the  Indian  tribes  with  whom  we  had  entered 
into  corapacts^that  erime^  committed  by  whites 
upon  Indians,  within  the  Indian  territory,  should 
be  punished  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  same 
offence  had  been  committed  upon  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  some 
district  of  the  United  States.  This  engagement 
had  been  complied  with,  so  far  as  it  could  be 
complied  with,  by  the  Qorernment.  Prosecu- 
tioQs  had  been  instituted  against  those  who  had 
been  accused  of  such  ofieoces.  Mr.  F.  did  not 
remember  of  any  punishments;  but  this  was  not 
the  fault  of  the  GoTernmem.  These  prosecu- 
tions were,  however,  commenced,  not  upon  the 
treaty,  but  upon  the  law,  made  in  consequence  of 
the  treaty  engagement.  These  remarks,  Mr.  F. 
trusted,  would  satisfy  the  House,  that  the  course 
proposed  to  be  pursued,  in  relation  to  the  late 
convention  with  Qreat  Briuin,  was  perfectly  in 
unison  with  the  practice  in  all  former  oases^  and 

1'ustified  by  the  rule  upon  which  that  practice 
lad  been  founded.  The  only  difference  between 
the  present  and  former  cases  was,  that  in  this 
case  the  convention  stipulates  ad  vantages  to  Brit- 
ish vessels,  which  cannot  be  enjoyed  without  an 
alteration  of  the  system  of  revenue,  and  repeal 
of  existing  laws.  Some  gentlemen  had  imagined 
that  the  law  of  the  last  session,  on  the  subject  of 
discriminating  duties,  contained  all  the  necessary 
provisions  to  meet  this  contract  between  the  two 
countries.  This  was  a  mistaken  opinion.  The 
law -of  the  last  session  repealed  our  discrimina- 
ting duties  on  toonase,  dbe.,  of  foreign  vessels, 
and  on  goods  importea  in  foreign  vesseb.  upon  a 
condition  which  has  not  happened,  that  is :  that 
an  abolition  of  aU  the  discriminating  duties,  so 
far  as  they  were  injurious  to  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  should  have  taken  place  in 
that  foreign  nation  to  which  the  vessels  and 
goods  should  belong.  The  treaty  between  this 
country  and  Qreat  Britain  stipulates  an  abolition 
of  discriminating  duties  only  io  tbe  poru  of 


His  Britannic  Majesty's  European  dominions. 
Mr.  F.  said  it  was  somewhat  extraordinary  that 
it  should  be  doubted  in  this  country  whether  the 
House  of  Representatives  were  authorized  to  act 
upon  a  subject  which,  in  England,  would  have 
required  the  interposition  of  the  House  of  Com* 
mons.  He  did  not  intend  to  draw  any  argument 
from  the  resemblance  of  the  two  Qovernmems ; 
the  Executive  power,  including  iu  authority  to 
make  treaties,  was  more  limited  than  in  Great 
Britain.  Yet  in  Great  Britain,  this  very  treaty 
will  require  an  act  of  Parliament  before  it  can 
be  carried  completely  into  effect }  an  act  which 
some  of  us  will  live  long  enough  to  see.  This 
was  the  ordinary  course  in  that  country.  At 
some  of  the  most  remarkable  periods  in  British 
history,  instances  had  occurred.  A  commercial 
treaty  was  negotiated  between  France  and  Eng- 
land, after  the  peace  of  Utrecht ;  it  was  not  car- 
ried into  effect,  because  the  House  of  Commons 
rejected  the  bill  iotrodnoed  by  the  Ministry  to 
alter  the  commercial  and  revenue  laws  according 
to  the  compact  between  the  two  nations.  In  the 
year  1786,  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  those 
nations,  was  carried  into  effect  by  an  act  of  Par- 
liament, framed  according  to  its  stipulations. 
Mr.  F.  said,  that  the  Order  in  Council  of  the 
17th  August,  1815,  which  he  had  taken  occasion 
to  read  to  the  House  a  day  or  two  before,  was 
founded  upon  an  act  of  Patiiameot,  passed,  aa  he 
had  understood,  Ibr  the  express  purpose  of  ena- 
bling the  Prince  Regent  to  conform  the  existing 
regulations  of  commerce  to  the  treaty  which 
might  be  made  by  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  and  in  the  discussion 
of  the  principles  of  which  they  were  then  en- 
gaged. The  Order  in  Council,  like  the  act  upon 
which  it  was  founded,  was  to  continue  in  force 
until  six  weeks  after  the  next  session  of  Parlia- 
ment. Within  these  six  weeks  after  the  meeting 
of  Parliament,  the  necessary  provision  will,  no 
doubt,  be  made  by  the  competent  authority  in 
the  ordinary  mode. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Gaston)  had  advanced  a  singular  opinion,  that 
by  exercising  the  power  of  passing  lawa  to  |^ve 
effect  to  treaties,  you  diminish  the  responsibility 
without  diminishing  the  power  of  the  President 
and  Senatei  Mr.  F.  could  not  conceive  how  a 
check  upon  the  exercise  of  any  authority  could 
diminish  the  responsibility  of  the  person  to  whom 
it  was  granted.  It  was  certainly  true,  when  Con- 
gress passed  acts  according  to  the  provision  of  a 
treaty,  they  declared  to  the  people,  it  was  better 
to  perform  the  stijpttlattons  it  contained,  than  to 
violate  the  faith  oi  the  nation,  which  had  been 
pledged  by  the  Constitutional  authority.  But  if 
Congress,  from  a  eoovietion  that  the  rights  of 
the  people  had  been  wantonly  surrendered  or  the 
national  honor  tarnished  by  treaty,  should  refuse 
to  pass  the  laws  necessary  for  its  execution,  the 
President  and  Senate  would  feel,  what  they  can 
feel  in  no  other  way,  the  responsibility  under 
which  their  power  is  exercised. 

It  had  been  said,  that  treaties  are  the  law  of 
the  land.    It  is  so  printed  in  the  margia  of  the 
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article  of  the  Constituiion  to  which  the  geatle* 
man  (Mr.  Qaston)  had  referred,  and  it  seemed 
to  be  taken  for  granted,  that  law  and  treaty  were 
eonrertible  terms.  If  this  idea  is  correct,  the 
distinction  taken  between  acts  of  appropriation 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  treaties,  and  other  iegisia- 
tiTe  acto  to  carry  them  into  effect,  is  unnecessary. 
The  Consttttttion  says,  that  money  shall  not  be 
drawn  ont  of  the  Treasury  unless  appropriaiioos 
are  prcTiously  made  by  law.  Bat  a  treaty  being 
a  law,  an  appropriation  may  be  made  by  treaty. 
But,  Mr.  F.  said,  the  object  of  that  part  of  the 
Constitution  was,  to  declare  the  supremacy  of 
the  Constitution,  acts  made  in  pursuance  thereof, 
and  treaties  made  or  to  be  niade  under  the  an- 
thortty  of  the  United  States,  over  the  constitu- 
tions and  laws  of  the  States.  The  relative  force 
or  effects  of  treaties  and  laws  was  lo  be  collected 
from  the  whole  charter;  from  the  nature  and 
dependence  of  its  parts — from  the  objects  over 
which  treacles  and  laws  severally  operated— *and 
from  the  intention  of  the  people  by  whom  the 
power  of  making  them  were  granted,  and  for 
whose  benefit  they  are  to  be  exercised.  But,  Mr. 
F.  said,  the  examination  of  these  topics  would 
require  him  to  enter  further  into  the  Constitu- 
tional question  than  he  wished  or  intended  to  go. 
For  the  present  he  would  content  himself  with 
the  expression  of  the  general  proposition  upon 
the  basis  of  which  the  bill  had  been  reported. 
Whenever  a  treaty  contains  anything  contrary 
to  the  Constitution,  it  is  void  ;  whenever  it  con- 
tains anything  contrary  to  existing  laws,  the 
laws  must  be  repealed  by  Congress  before  the 
engagement  can  oe  complied  with ;  because  the 
Constitution  can  be  altered  only  by  the  Consti- 
tiooal  mode  of  amendment.  A  law  can  be  re- 
pealed oaiy  by  the  authority  which  enacted  it. 

Mr.  F.  said,  although  the  question  respecting  the 
propriety  o^  the  amendments  made  in  Commit* 
tee  of  the  whole  House,  was  superseded  by  the 
motion  of  indefinite  postponement,  he  hoped  to  be 
indulged  with  a  few  observations  in  reply  to  some 
suggestions  of  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana. 
(Mr.  RoBBaTsoii  0  from  Virginht,  (Mr.  Tuok- 
■8 ;)  and  from  North  Carolinai  (Mr.  Qaston.) 
He  was  not  conscious  of  having  committed  any 
impropriety  in  referring  to  documents  printed  by 
order  of  the  Senate.    He  did  not  suppose  infor- 
mation was  less  valuable  in  one  form  than  in 
another.    He  had  not  taken  his  construction  of 
the  treaty  from  the  correspondence  he  had  quoted, 
but  from  the  instrument  itself  and  he  could  not 
see  the  irrationality  or  irregularity  of  referring 
to  such  documents  for  the  confirmation  of  an 
opinion  previously  formed.  From  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolioa  (Mr.  Gaston)  he  certainly 
did'  not  expect  observations  of  the  character 
which  had  dropped  from  him,  as  he  had  been 
informed  that  they  agreed  in  opraion,  upon  the 
construction  of  that  article  of  the  convention 
which  had  been  the  source  of  discussion. 

Idr.  F.  said,  he  was  not  induced  to  offer  the 
amendments  to  the  Committee,  by  a  belief  that 
sBch  a  construction  was  advant^eous  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  but  simply  because  be  believed  it  to 


have  been  the  intention  of  the  parties.  If  the  eal* 
eolation  of  ad  vantages  was  to  govern  the  construe- 
tion,  the  amendments  ought  not  to  prevail.  It 
had  been  suggested  by  the  gentlemen  from  Vir* 
ginia  and  Louisiana,  that  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  bound  to  France  and  Spain,  might  reach 
the  port  of  destination,  and  finding  a  bad  market 
mignt  choose  to  go  to  England  in  seaeh  of  a  bet- 
ter, dentlemen  asked  if  such  vessels  were  to  be 
deprived  of  the  benefits  of  this  treaty.  Mr.  F. 
said,  he  was  not  able  to  speak  with  precision  and 
certainty  on  this  subject,  but,  according  to  his 
present  impressions,  he  believed  that  a  vessel  un- 
der such  circumstances  would  be  considered  as 
eoffaged  in  the  trade  between  France  or  Spain 
and  ureat  Britain,  and  not  in  the  trade  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  Mr.  F. 
apologized  for  this  digression  from  the  ques- 
tion, and  concluded  by  reserving  to  himself  the 
privilege  of  entering  more  fully  into  the  exam- 
ination of  the  treatv-makinp:  power,  if  it  should 
be  made  necessary  by  the  discussion,  which  had 
been  so  ouprofitabiy  and  unnecessarily  com- 
menced. 

Mr.  Babbour  said,  the  bill  now  before  the 
House  proposed  to  regulate  the  commerce  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  ac- 
cording to  the  convention  concluded  on  3d  July, 
1815 ;  a  motion  had  been  made  for  its  indefinite 
postponement ;  and  the  reason  assigned  for  that 
motion  was,  that  the  convention  itself  was  con- 
clusive upon  the  subject,  without  the  aid  of  any 
legislative  aet. 

The  question  then,  said  he,  which  this  motioh 
presents,  is,  whether  legislation  upon  the  subject, 
be  or  be  not  an  act  of  supererogation ;  it  will  be 
my  endeavor  to  prove  that  it  is  not;  in  other 
words,  I  shall  attempt  to  maintain  this  proposi- 
tion, that  whenever  a  treaty  operates  upon  a  sub- 
ject, which,  like  the  present,  is  amongst  the  enu- 
merated powers  of  legislation,  delegated  by  the 
Constitution  to  Congress — that  in  such  case^  the 
assent  and  co-operation  of  Congress  are  neces- 
sary to  give  effect  to  such  treaty,  by  the  passage 
of  a  law,  in  oompliance  with  its  stipulations. 

The  correctness  of  this  proposition  depends 
upon  the  proper  construction  of  the  Constitution 
01  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  legislative 
and  treaty-making  powers.  It  is  from  this  source 
mainly,  that  both  tne  opposers  and  the  advocates 
of  this  bill  attempt  to  derive  support. 

If  I  understand  the  argument  of  its  opposers, 
it  amoonts  in  substance,  to  this— the  Constitu- 
tion, say  they,  gives  to  the  President  and  Senate 
the  right  of  making  treaties,  provided  two-thirds 
of  the  Senators  present  concur ;  and  it  declares, 
that  treaties  when  thus  made  ahall  be  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land.  Now  this  treaty  has  been  rati- 
fied in  the  mode  prescribed ;  it  is  therefore  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  what  is  already  the 
supreme  law,  can  derive  no  additional  validity 
from  any  other  law. 

But,  sir,  in  what  does  this  supremacy  consist  ? 
Is  it  in  a  superiority  over  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  iJnited  States?  The  Constitution 
itself  answers  to  this  question,  that  it  is  not ;  for 
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it  will  be  seen  thai  the  same  clense  wkiek  de- 
olftffes  treaties  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  asso- 
ciates with  them  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States ;  it  throws  the  three  into  one 
dassi  and  declares  that  the  whole  class,  to  wit : 
the  Constitotion  of  the  United  Slates,  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  treaties  made  under 
their  authority,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land— -supreme  orer  what  ?  The  next  paragraph 
answers  the  question,  by  declaring,  that  the  judges 
of  every  State  shah  be  bound  thereby,  any- 
thing  in  the  constitution  or  law  of  any  State  to 
the  contrary,  notwithstanding.  It  is  obrions,  4haC 
the  8«ipreraaicy  is  a  term  of  relation  to  the  States ; 
the  United  States,  and  its  Conslitulioa,  laws 
and  treaties,  are  pat  in  competition  with  the 
States  and  their  constitutions  and  lavsi  and  as 
it  respects  the  latter,  the  former  are  declared  to 
be  supreme ;  but  there  is  no  {piduation  of  supe* 
riority  between  the  Constitution,  lawsL  and  trea- 
ties of  the  United  Stales  as  amongst  tnemselves* 
Tlas  doctrine^  supremacy,  then,  has  no  influ- 
ence upon  the  present  qnestioa. 

But  gentlemen  who  oppose  the  bill,  contend, 
that  the  power  of  making  treaties  isffiven  in  gen- 
eral terms ;  there  is  no  ^uxeptien  or  the  aubject- 
malter  of  this  iresty,  therefore  it  is  included ;  and 
consequently,  that  the  treaty-making  power  is 
competent,  of  itself^  to  give  complete  effect  to 
tieaty  stipulations  U|>on  the  subject  of  coauneree, 
without  legislative  aid. 

if  there  were  no  other  part  of  the  Constitution 
which  had  a  bearing  upon  this  qnestioa,  there 
would  be  more  solidity  in  the  aigomeat ;  but 
there  are  other  important  prorisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  have  direct  relation  to  the  ques- 
tion \  audit  is  indispensable  to  a  just  construction 
of  that  instrument  that,  they  be  taken  together. 
Sir,  this  is  the  universal  rule  for  the  eonstructioa 
of  all  iasCRMnencs,  that,  to  arrive  at  a  just  tntei» 
pretation  of  their  meaniM,  you  must  not  take 
isolated  parts^  but  the  whole  insuument  together. 

The  propriety  of  this  role  of  eonstrucuon,  so 
Naaooablein  itself  will  be  proven,  I  think,  beyond 
question,  by  the  comparison  which  I  am  about 
to  make  between  that  part  of  the  Coastii«tlon 
which  confers  the  treatyHBaking.power.  and  those 
paru  of  the  same  instrument  which  relate  to  the 
legislative  power ;  from  this  comparison^  it  seems 
to  me  ncceesariiy  to  result-— that  the  grant  of 
legislative  power,  ^iio  ad  the  subject  granted, 
mast  operate  some  limitation,  some  check  upon 
the  treaty-making  power ;  or  otherwise,  the  par- 
tition between  the  different  branches  of  the  Gov- 
ernment  will  be  broken  down;  the  whole  chancier 
of  the  <3overnmeni  will  be  esseatiallv  changed ; 
and  the  treaty-making  power,  like  Aaron's  ser- 
pent, will  swallow  up  the  rest.  Having  made 
these  general  remarks,  in  relation  to  the  limitations 
and  checks  upon  the  treaty-making  power,  I  will 
now  beg  leave  to  apply  them  to  the  immediate 
bill  before  us. 

The  Constitution  declares,  that  all  legislative 

Sower  herein  granted  shall  be  vested  in  Congress ; 
ut  Congress  have  heretofore  passed  laws  regula- 
ting the  commerce  between  the  United  States  and 


Great  Britain.  The  treaty  stipulates  an  altera- 
tion, a  repeal  of  those  r^gulauons ;  now  if  the 
treaty  becoostrtied  to  be  conclusive  upon  thesnb- 
jeet,  without  any  act  on  the  part  of  Congress,  must 
It  not  be  seen,  that  here  is  at  once  legislative  pow- 
er exercised  by  a  branch  of  the  Government  other 
than  Congress  ?  This  proposition  cannot  be  de- 
nied, unless  it  be  contended  that  the  repeal  of  a 
law  is  not  an  act  of  legislation ;  I  apprehend  it 
cannot  be  neeesrary  to  prove  this  proposition. 
Bat  let  us  apply  this  doctrine  more  closeW  to  the 
question  before  us.  The  Constitotion,  after  de^ 
positiag  with  Congress  the  Legislative  power 
therein  granted,  proceeds  to  define  that  power; 
among  other  paru  of  the  enumeration. is  this: 
'*  Oongressshall  have  power  toregiriaie  commerce 
with  foreign  nations."  Now,  sir,  this  bill,  both 
in  its  provisions  and  its  title,  professes  to  r^imate, 
and  does  regnlate  the  commerce  between  the  Uni* 
ted  States  and  Great  Britain.  Here^  then,  is  a 
power  expressly  given  to  Congress;  and  yet,  ac* 
cordittg  to  the  doctrine  now  contended  for,  it  may 
be  exereised  by  the  President  and  two-thirds  of 
the  Senators  who  may  be  preeeat,  withont  the  aid 
of  Congress.  Idark  the  difference.  Congrem  is 
composed  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaenta- 
tives;  the  treaty-making  power  of  the  President 
and  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present ;  take  from 
Congress  the  regulation  of  commerce  and  give  it 
to  the  treaty-making  power,  and  yon  eniittty  ex- 
dnde  from  that  important  power  ail  that  branch 
of  the  Government  which  represents  the  people 
directljr.  Can  this  construction  be  correct  ?  If 
it  be.  It  must  be  upon  the  principle,  that  onn 
part  of  the  Constitution  alone  is  to  be  consulted| 
whibt  other  parts  of  the  same  instroment  are  to 
be  disregarded ;  for,  take  them  together,  and  if 
there  be  any  meaning  in  words,  it  is,  that  as  to 
commeroe.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  regulate 
it  s  which  cannot  be,  if  another  branch  of  Gorefn- 
meat  have  power  to  change  that  regviation,  with- 
out coasalting  or  needing  the  co-operation  of  that 
body. 

a^,  sir,  to  what  eonseqneaces  this  doctrine  will 
lead.;  if  the  treatyHnaktng  power  may  regnlate 
commerce  witfaontthe  sanction  of  Congress,  thea 
the  same  Power  may  declare  war  withont  the 
sanction  of  Congress;  because  the  very  same 
Coastitation  whidi  gives  Congress  the  one  power 
givesthemtheother ;  and  If  they  may  be  deprived 
of  one,  by  parity  of  reasoa.  they  may  be  deprived 
of  the  other.  And  yet,  sir,  I  believe  no  gentle- 
man has  met  this  part  of  the  argument  by  affirm- 
ing thnt  the  nation  can  be  involved  in  war  by 
treaty ;  they  have  seen  that  such  a  doctrine  would 
carry  them  loo  far;  that  it  would  go  to  the  ex- 
tent of  justifying  a  treaty  of  allianee  offensive 
and  defensive,  which  might  involve  as  in  all  the 
calamities  of  war,  by  entaagling  us  in  European 
contests ;  when  it  is  distinctly  understood  to  nave 
been  the  intention  of  the  Constitution,  that  this 
nation  should  never  be  involved  in  war,  but  by 
the  voice  of  the  immediate  Representatives  of  the 
people:  ibis  is  the  great,  the  saie  guarantee,  that 
war  will  never  be  undertaken  but  for  some  great 
national  object,  when,  and  when  only,  the  peo* 
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Sle  will  ^o  with  their  Represeotatives.  But  this 
octrioe,  if  true,  does  not  stop  here;  it  goes  further, 
it  will  justifv  a  treatf  stipulation  to  supply  m  sub- 
sidy, aod  will  thus  violate  that  part  or  the  Cod- 
stttution  which  declares  that  do  mooey  shall  be 
drawn  frooi  ihe  Treasury,  but  by  an  appropria- 
tion made  by  law.  Sir,  it  goes  one  step  further 
yet;  it  would  justify  the  subsidy  of  which  1  have 
just  spoken,  without  limitation  as  to  time,  though 
the  Uonstituiion  expressly  declares,  that  even 
Congress  shall  not  make  an  appropriation  for  the 
sapport  of  armies  for  more  than  two  years. 

Now,  sir,  the  criterion  by  which  to  test  a  posi- 
tion is,  to  trace  it  to  iu  consequences;  if  it  leads 
directly  to  sach,as  even  its  author  cannot  defend, 
there  is  no  principle  in  logic  clearer  than  that 
aucb  a  position,  though  it  may  be  specious,  is  not 
solid.  I  am  persoatted  that  no  member  will  go 
Ihe  length  of  maintaining  the  position,  which  I 
have  been  ezamining^  in  the  consequences  to 
which  I  have  pursued  it;  by  this  rule,  then,  they 
most  give  up  the  position  itself. 

It  seema  lo  me  to  be  shown,  then,  that  although 
the  grant  of  the  treaty-making  power,  is  in  words 
Jiot  limited  in  themselves,  yet, a  just  construction 
of  the  Constitution  affixes  to  it  these  two  kiads 
of  limitation ;  first,  that  nothing  can  be  done  by 
treaty,  which  the  Constitution  declares  shall  not 
be  done ;  secondly,  that  whenever  the  subject  of 
a  treaty  is  one  of  the  powers  delegated  to  Con- 

Sess,  that  then  the  assent  and  co-operation  of 
ongress  are  neeessary  to  give  it  e&ct,  by  pass- 
ingftlaw  in  conformity  with  iu  stipulations.  And 
this,  sir,  is  the  doctrine  for  which  I  contend, 
whilst  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives I  disclaim  all  participation  in  the  negoti- 
ating and  making  a  treaty. 

Tbe  number  from  Graorgia  has  shown,  by  a 
minute  research  into  the  practice  of  the  Qovern- 
ment,  that  it  accords  with  the  construction  for 
which  I  have  contended ;  I  rely  upon  tbis^  as  a 
strong  additional  proof  of  the  propriety  of  that 
construction. 

A  reference  has  been  made  in  the  course  of  the 
arjgument  to  the  practice  under  the  British  con- 
stitution. I  know,  sir,  that  this  constitution  is  in 
itself  but  a  succession  of  precedents ;  I  know  that 
there  are  man v  predominant  differences  between 
the  British  and  American  constitutions;  but  there 
are  also  some  poiou  of  analogy :  and  perhaps  few 
stronger  than  that  in  the  treaty-making  power; 
in  each  country,  it  is  confided  to  the  Chief  Exe- 
cutive Magistrate,  with  this  difference,  that  in  the 
United  States  the  Senate  are  associated  with  the 
President.  Notwithstanding,  howcTer,  the  treaty- 
making  power  in  Great  Britain  resides  in  the 
Kittff,  yet  it  appears  from  the  various  instances 
cited  by  the  member  from  Qeorgia,  to  which  I 
will  add  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783,  between 
that  country  and  the  United  States,  that  even  in 
Qreat  Briuin,  the  treaty-making  power  is  so  far 
limited  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  lay  treaties  be- 
fore Parliament,  and  to  ask  their  aid  in  making 
appropriations  for  carrying  them  into  execution ; 
but  if  this  results  in  Great  Britain^  from  the  power 
which  the  House  of  Commons^  without  any  writ- 
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ten  constitution,  have  claimed  and  established,  of 
hoidiuff  the  purse  of  the  nation,  the  argument 
certainly  applies  with  increased  force  here,  where, 
by  the  express  provision  of  a  written  constitution^ 
the  subject  upon  which  this  tresty  op«»rates  is 
amount  the  powers  delegated  to  Congress. 

I  will  now  beg  leave  to  answer  one  argument, 
which  seems  to  ^  so  much  relied  on,  on  the  other 
side,  as  to  be  considered  in  itself  almost  decisive 
of  the  question  in  their  favor.  It  is  said,  that  we 
have  conceded,  that  the  President,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  may,  without  that  of  Congress, 
make  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  that  this  is  in  effect 
giving  up  the  argument ;  because,  as  it  requires 
a  law  of  Congress  to  declare  war,  and  a  Treat jr 
of  Peace,  upon  our  own  concession,  may  termi- 
nate that  war,  here  is  at  once  an  example  of  a 
treaty  repealing  a  law.  The  answer,  sir,  is  this: 
the  Constitution  gives  to  Congress  the  power  to 
declare  war,  but  it  does  not  give  them  the  power 
to  make  peace;  it  would  have  been  idle  to  have 
given  such  a  power.  To  put  this  idea  in  a  strong 
light,  let  us  see  what  would  be  the  language  of  a 
law,  enacting  peace.  Be  it  enacted,  Stc*,  that 
there  shall  be  peace  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain.  But  the  enemy,  I  will  suppose, 
does  not  choose  to  be  at  peace,  notwithstanding  our 
law;  therefore,  the  war  would  continue.  It  is 
thus  out  of  our  power  alone  to  make  peace;  but, 
it  is  not  out  of  our  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce; it  is  true,  that  we  could  not  regulate  it 
in  British  ports;  «bttt  we  could  regulate  it  in  our 
own  ports, both  as  to  American  and  British  vessels 
without  tbeir  consent.  The  difference  then  be- 
tween a  Treaty  of  Peace  and  a  Treaty  of  Com- 
merce, is  this:  the  one  touches  a  subject  which 
can  only  be  operated  on  by  treaty  ;  the  other  em- 
braces a  subject  which  may  be  regulated  without 
treaty. 

This  question,  sir,  occurred  in  the  discussion 
upon  the  British  treaty,  in  1795;  it  was  then  very 
ably  discussed  ;  I  have  no  doubt  that,  in  the  ideas 
I  have  thrown  out,  I  have  glided  into  some  of 
those  urged  on  that  occasion;  my  apology  is, 
that,  upon  the  recurrence  of  the  same  question,  it 
is  impossible  not  to  fall  in  some  degree  into  the 
same  train  of  argument.  1  conclude,  bv  express*  * 
ing  my  hope  that  the  motion  for  indenoite  post- 
ponement will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Gold  commenced,  with  congratulating  the 
House  upon  the  favorable  auspices  under  wbich 
the  highly  important  Constitutional  question,  in- 
volved in  the  passage  of  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion, was  presented  for  determination.  The  an- 
gry passions  of  war  had  subsided;  party  feelings 
m  a  great  degree  hushed  to  silence,  and  the  pub- 
lic mind  in  a  state  of  tranquillity,  propitious  to 
fair  inquiry.  He  added,  the  question  is  not  em- 
barrassed with  any  difficulty  or  diversity  of  opin- 
ion on  the  point,  whether  the  treaty  is  to  be  car- 
ried into  effect,  for  as  to  that  all  concurred,  aod 
hence,  the  mere  principle,  under  the  Constitution, 
is  presented  to  the  judgment  of  the  House.  But, 
although  the  treaty  in  question  is  not  to  be  affected 
by  this  determination,  a  more  important  ques- 
tion, in  iu  effect  upon  the  fuiuiga  relations  of  the 
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United  States,  upon  the  peace  of  the  countrf, 
QpoD  the  character  of  the  GoTernmeDt,  has  hardly 
arisen  under  the  Constitation.    Mr.  G.  asked, 
what  is  the  object  of  the  bill?  what  the  evil  to 
be  remedied?    A  mere  direction  to  the  castom- 
hoase  to  conform  the  impost  on  Briti&h  tonnage 
to  the  rate  on  American  vessels  and  cargoes. 
Such  is  the  object,  an  object  which  may  be  at- 
tained by  the  provision  or  a  single  paragraph  of 
three  lines }  and  yet,  sir,  what  is  the  form  of  the 
bill  before  the  House  for  this  purpose?    It  con- 
tains all  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  embodied  in 
the  form  of  an  act  of  Congress.    Is  it  possible  to 
mistake  the  object  of  the  bill  in  this  form,  a  form 
so  much  broader  than  the  professed  end  to  be  at* 
Uined,  than  the  evil  to  be  remedied  ?    Is  it  not 
seen  that  the  bill  submits  to  the  House  the  whole 
terms,  the  entire  merits  of  the  treaty,  and  neces- 
sarily imposes  on  the  House  a  consideration  of 
the  whole  scope  and  merits  of  the  instrument, 
the  whole  field  of  the  negotiation,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  it  were  a  common  subject  of  lem- 
lation?   For  this  it  is  confidently  submitted,  that 
BO  precedent  will  be  found  either  in  the  memo- 
rable treaty  with  the  same  nation,  negotisted  by 
Mr.  Jay,  or  in  any  other  act  in  the  history  of  the 
Government.    If  an  appropriation  be  required  to 
carry  into  effect  a  treaty ;  if  a  direction  to  the 
eU8tom*hoose  be  intended,  why  not  give  it,  and 
dierestay  your  hand?  Do  not  embody  the  treaty 
in  an  act  of  Congress  for  a  solemn  precedent, 
bearing  to  the  world  the  conclusion  that  it  is  noi 
the  treaty,  but  an  act  of  Congress,  that  creates 
the  law  with  foreign  nations,  and  fixes  the  meas- 
ure of  obedience.    It  cannot  be  mistaken,  he  re- 
peated, that  the  bil|,  in  the  form  adopted,  submits 
to  this  House,  for  its  judgment,  the  merits  of  the 
treaty ;  to  approve  or  disapprove,  to  give  or  with- 
hold assent,  upon  the  exercise  of  legislative  dis- 
cretion, as  on  ordinary  acts  of  Congress,  to  the 
treaty's  going  into  effect.    Certainly,  the  authors 
of  this  bill  do  not  present  it  to  Congress,  sitting 
as  a  Parliament  of  Paris,  to  act  an  humble  min- 
isterial part,  to  become  a  mere  instrument  of  regis- 
try..   No,  sir,  such  an  appeal  would  degrade  the 
body,  would  destroy  its  attributes,  and  reduce  it 
from  the  elevated  station  assigned  it  by  the  Con- 
stitution.   The  positions  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Forbtth,)  who  reported 
and  here  defends  the  bill,  the  authorities  be  cites 
in  his  support,  all  go  to  show  that  the  treaty  is 
submitted,  by  the  bill,  to  the  discretion  of  Con- 
gress.   That  honorable  gentleman  cites,  for  au- 
thority, examples  in  the  British  Parliament,  of 
treaties  being  defeated,  by  the  refusal  of  the  Com- 
mons to  concur  in  the  requisite  acts  to  carry  them 
into  effect,  founded  on  the  ground  of  disapproba- 
tion of  the  merits  of  the  treaty.    Mr.  G.  added, 
that  he  deprecated  the  influence  of  such  examples 
upon  the  proceedings  of  a  Government  founded 
on  a  written  Con8titution,of  distinct  departments 
and  divided  powers,  and  he  should  be  wanting  to 
his  duty,  if  he  did  not  enter  his  solemn  protest 
against  the  doctrine  thus  pressed  upon  the  House. 
For  what;  sir,  is  to  be  the  consequence,  but  asub- 
miaaion  of  the  treaty-makitfg  power,  and  uproot* 


ing  the  first  principles  of  the  Constitution  ?  The 
measure  may  not, from  the  uninteresting  provisions 
of  the  treaty  and  general  acquiescence,  produce 
immediate  evil,and  for  that  cause  does  not  awaken 
alarm  ;  but  the  precedent,  in  other  times  and  un- 
der different  circumstances,  cannot « fail  to  pro- 
duce consequences  most  nernicious  to  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  the  United  States.  Who  does  not 
discern  the  signs  of  the  times?  who  is  so  indif- 
ferent to  what  is  passing  before  his  eyes,  as  not 
to  see  which  are  the  weaker  departments  of  the 
Gtovemment,  and  from  which  encroachments  are 
to  be  apprehended  ? 

*' Treaties  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land," 
is  the  language  of  the  Constitution.  This  lan- 
guage is  strong  and  emphatic ;  and  how  it  is  to 
be  satisfied  by  the  construction  or  rule  of  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  bill,  has  not  been  shown.  On  the 
very  face  of  this  measure,  we  perceive  that  the 
treaty  can  only  become  a  law  when  united  and 
combined  with  an  act  of  Congress. 

1 1  has  been  denied,  that  the  Constitution  makes 
a  treaty,  standing  disjunctively  and  alone,  the  law 
of  the  land,  beMUse  the  sentence  includes  with 
treaties  the  Constitution  and  acts  of  Congress. 
The  terms  are,  "this  Constitution,  and  the  laara 
^  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  be  made  ia 

*  pursuance  thereof;  and  all  treaties  made,  or 

*  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  the 
'  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
'  land ;"  adding,  what  resulted  necessarily  from 
the  provision,  that  State  judges  should  be  bound 
thereby.  .This  provision  presenu  three  distinct 
and  independent  sources  of  law — the  Constitu- 
tion, acu  of  Congress,  and  treaties — each  stand- 
ing on  its  own  Constitutional  ground,  single  and 
alone,  unaided  by  the  other ;  a  treaty  requiring 
no  more  the  aid  of  an  act  of  Congress  to  its  valid- 
ity, than  an  act  of  Congress  does  that  of  a  treaty. 
If  10  any  case,  certainly  not  the  present,  an  act  of 
Congress  be  lequired  in  execution  of  a  treaty,  not 
to  its  validity,  the  duty  is  imperative  on  Congress 
as  much  as  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Judiciary  depart- 
ment to  hear  and  give  judgment  on  an  act,  and 
of  the  Blxecutive  to  cause  the  sentence  to  be  ex- 
ecuted. 

It  has  been  said  by  an  honorable  gentleonan  from 
Virginia)  (Mr.  BaBSOon,)  that  the  operation  of 
the  above  provision  is  on  the  constitutions  and 
laws  of  the  separate  States,  in  making  a  treaty  a 
law  in  relation  to  them,  bat  not  so  as  to  the  le- 
gislative power  of  Congress.  I  can  perceive 
nothing  in  the  Constitution  to  justify  this  partial 
and  strange  eonstruetion,  and  it  is  not  a  little 
difficult  to  conceive  bow  a  treaty  can  become  a 
law  in  one  place  and  not  another;  how  it  can 
bind  the  States  severally  as  a  law,  and  not  the 
United  States.  The  same  honorable  gentleman 
attempted  to  sustain  the  authority  of  Congress  to 
interferewith  commercial  treaties, on  the  provis- 
ion in  the  Constitution  which  gives  to  Coiigress 
the  general  power  to  regulate  commerce,  insist- 
ing that  this  power  could  not  be  infringed  or  im- 
paired by  the  treaty^making  power. 

If  this  be  the  Constitution,  we  are  poor,  indeed, 
in  the  authority  of  the  PresideBi  and  Seaale,  in 
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the  treaty  departmeDt;  for  commerce  is  the  great 
field  in  the  foreign  relations  of  the  Government  j 
and  at  no  remote  period  it  may  well  be  imagined, 
that  that  field  will  be  so  occupied  by  legislative 
regalations,  as  to  leave  little,  very  little,  for  a  com- 
mercial treaty  to  operate  upon.  But,as  the  rule  was 
applied  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  the  legisla- 
tive power  may  supersede  the  stipulations  of  a 
sabsistiog  treaty  on  the  subject,  under  the  poiver 
of  resulatiog  commerce,  because  it  is  a  Constitu- 
tional power,  and  not  subject  to  treaty  stipula- 
tions ;  and  although  an  act  confirmatory  of  the 
treaty  may  have  been  passed,  the  same  body,  in 
the  elercise  of  this  unalienable  power  of  the  Con- 
stitution, may  repeal  it. 

In  the  application  of  this  principle,  the  honor* 
able  member  insists  that  an  act  of  Congress  is 
necessary  to  reduce  the  impost  on  British  tonnage 
to  that  of  American  tonnage,  conformably  to  the 
treaty ;  that  an  act  cannot  oe  abrogated  or  an- 
nulled, without  a  repealing  act  for  the  purpose. 
If  this  be  so,  what  has  become  of  the  most  im- 
portant act  this  Government  ever  passed — the  act 
declaring  war  against  Great  Britain,  passed  in 
June,  1812?  Is  u  yet  in  force  for  want  of  a  stat- 
tute  repeal,  or  did  it  not  fall  under  the  operation 
of  the  treaty-making  power?  The  case  leaves 
DO  escape;  the  power  to  declare  war  is  exclusively 
in  Congress ;  the  act  for  that  purpose  most  event- 
ful, and  its  abrogation  by  the  treaty  without 
question. 

Is  it,  then,  any  longer  to  be  doubted,  but  that 
the  treaty  in  question  is  competent  to  modify  the 
tonnage  duty  on  British  sbipping?  If  it  be  not, 
Mr.  (£  said,  he  looked  in  vain  for  any  operation 
or  effect  of  the  treaty  power;;  the  very  provision 
18  subverted,  and  the  terms,  ^'supreme  law  of  the 
land,"  a  dead  letter.  For,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  very 
definition  of  "law,"  as  ''a  rule  of  action,"  as  as- 
signing to  each  and  every  member  of  the  com- 
munity his  duty,  cannot,  in  its  necessary  aMilica- 
tion  under  the  treaty,  fail  to  reach  and  nx  the 
duty  of  the  custom-house  officer  on  the  point  in 
question.  If  it  fall  short  of  this,  the  provisions  of 
tne  treaty  are  no  more  than  propositions  or  pro- 
jects for  Congress  to  adopt  or  reject,  at  dis- 
cretion« 

Mr.  HoPKiMSON  said,  that  not  anticipating  that 
this  bill,  which  was  laid  upon  the  table  but  ]f  es- 
terday,  would  so  soon  be  called  up  for  discussion, 
be  had  not  given  that  reflection  to  it,  which  was 
necessary  for  an  argumeot  on  its  principles. 
Such  thoughts  and  suggestions,  however,  as  had 
occurred  to  him  on  the  moment,  he  would  ofier 
to  the  House  with  all  possible  brevity,  and  a  sin- 
cere wish  that  he  had  been  able  to  give  more 
consideration  to  their  matter,  and  a  better  shape 
to  their  manner.  The  gentlemen  who  press  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  raid  he,  seem  to  take  a  range 
of  ob^rvation  far  wider  than  the  subject,  and  to 
travel  over  ground  not  necessary  now  to  be  ex- 
plored. The  subject  itself  offers  matter  enough 
for  consideration,  and  of  sufficient  importance  too 
to  deserve  the  undivided  attention  of  the  House. 
Their  ingenuity  has  been  exerted,  and  their  im- 
agination pat  into  action,  to  create  and  combine 


cases  Qf  supposed  treaties,  which  would  reooiro 
the  aid  of  the  House  to  carry  them  into  effect, 
and  which  must  be  submitted  to  its  power  an4 
control.  That  cases  may  occur,  and  surely  thai 
cases  may  be  imagined,  in  which  this  House 
might  find  itself  exceedingly  embarrassed  by  a 
treaty  made  by  the  President  and  Senate,  cannot 
be  denied ;  but  is  the  case  now  before  us  of  that 
description  ?  Does  anybody  feel  the  least  reluc- 
tance to  have  the  convention  go  into  operation? 
Does  anybody  saj  its  provisions  are  of  a  kind  to 
require  any  aid  urom  us  to  carry  them  into  exe* 
cution,  as  where  money  is  required,  or  some  col- 
lateral assistance,  before  the  treaty  can  be  coo- 
summated  by 'performance?  Why,  then,  shall 
we  fret  and  embarrass  ourselves  with  possible 
cases  of  difficulty,  when  we  are  called,  upon  only 
to  decide  one,  in  which  there  is  no  difficulty  1 
The  cases  put  are  all  of  an  extreme  kind,  from 
which  it  is  seldom  safe  to  draw  an  argument 
When,  however,  thej  shall  occujr,  they  will  be 
met  by  the  House  with  proper  firmness  and  dis- 
cretion ;  on  a  full  view  of  all  its  rights  and 
duties,  as  regulated  bv  the  Constitution,  conscien- 
tiously performing  the  latter^  and  assuming  no 
more  of  the  former  than  it  is  entitled  to.  But 
let  us  leave  those  cases  until  thev  do  occur: 
<^  Sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof." 

The  question  now  before  the  House  is,  "  Shall 
this  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed?"  and  I  would 
presume,  that  if  it  can  be  shown  that  it  is  utterly 
unnecessarjr  and  useless ;  that  it  can  produce  no 
sensible  eSeci;  that,  when  passed,  it  will  leave 
Its  subject-matter  precisely  as  it  found  it,  there  is 
reason  enough  shown  why  it  should  not  be 
passed.  It  is  surely  unbecoming  the  wisdom  an4 
dignity  of  this  body  to  be  gravely  enacting  nuga- 
tory laws ;  or,  as  some  of  the  gentlemen  have 
termed  this,  h€armle9$  law.  The  enactment  of  a 
law  can  never  be  without  consequences,  for  if  the 
law  itself  means  nothing  and  does  nothing  as  a 
law,  it  must  injure  the  reputation  of  the  body 
enacting  it.  This  brings  me  then  directly  to  the 
question,  do  the  gentlemen  who  insist  upon  this 
bill  believe  that  It  is,  in  uoj  manner,  necessary  to 
the  validity  of  the  convention  to  which  it  refers? 
Does  that  convention  require  such  a  law  to  give 
it  force  and  effect?  Are  we  to  put  the  finisniitf 
hand  to  it,  without  which  it  is  a  dead  letter?  It 
asks  no  appropriation  of  money;  it  requires  no 
collateral  or  extrinsic  act  to  be  done  to  enable  it 
to  live,  and  move,  and  execute  its  functions.  If 
it  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  it  does  of  it- 
self all  that  is  necessary  for  its  full  consumma- 
tion ;  and  if  it  be  not  the  law  of  the  land,  what 
is  it?  If  it  be  anything  it  ineverytidng.  This 
treaty  has  been  made,  ratified,  and  exchanged  by 
the  President  and  Senat^,  in  the  manner  direeled 
by  the  Constitution.  Are  gentlemen  willing  to 
say,  that,  notwithstaodiog  this,  it  still  requires  our 
concurrence  or  confirmation  to  give  it  life  and 
validity.  Is  it  no  longer  a  treaty  if  we  shall  re- 
fuse our  concurrence  ?— for  it  is  manifest  that  if 
our  refusal  will  not  destroy  it,  ov^t  concurrence 
cannot  help  it.  It  is  one  indivisible  act,  and  its 
coaaeqaencea  are  equally  indivisible^    I  have  aa 
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insuperable  objection  to  following  gentlemen  in 
the  discusnon  of  points  not  necessary  to  the  full 
understanding  and  fair  decision  of  the  matter 
before  us,  and  which  necessarily   lead  us  into 
heated  controversies  and  angry  questions.   When 
the  aid  of  this  House,  by  money  or  otherwise,  is 
called  for,  in  order  to  carry  into  execution  the 
provisions,  or  some  of  them,  of  a  treaty,  which  it 
shall  think  injurious  to  the  important  interests  of 
the  country,  and  it  shall  be  put  to  us  to  say,  whe- 
ther we  will  grant  the  required  assistance,  or 
meet  the  consequences  of  a  refusal,  the  House 
will  doubtless  take  its  course  with  that  sound  dis- 
cretion and  deliberate  judgment  ^hieh  the  high, 
the  awful  responsibility  of  the  act  will  demand. 
They  will  endeavor  to  reconcile  their  Constitu- 
tional obligations  with  the  safety  and  interests  of 
the  State.    A  case  of  this  appalling  shape  and 
magnitude  ma^  be  trusted,  and  must  be  trusted 
with  the  consciences  of  those  who  may  be  called 
upon  to  decide  it.    Happily,  such  is  not  the  case 
we  are  now  acting  upon.    I,  therefore,  confi- 
dently bring  back  the  question  to  the  gentlemen, 
and  wait  their  answer,  how  and  in  what  manner 
and  degree  this  convention  is  to  be  affected  by 
the  adoption  or  rejection  of  this  bill  ?    What  in- 
fluence will  it  have  upon  the  validity  of  a  coo- 
tract  thus  made  and  concluded,  ratined.  and  ex- 
changed ?    That  the  subject-matter  of  the  treaty 
is  within  the  treaty-making  power^  can  scarcely 
be  denied.    Nothing  is  affected  by  it  but  the  rate 
of  duties  to  be  paid  by  the  respective  parties  in 
their  respective  ports — as  fair  and  uisual  a  subject 
of  national  contracts,  or  treaties,  as  can  be  im- 
agined.   If  the  President  and  Senate  have  not 
power  to  make  treaties  of  this  kind,  their  power 
IS  a  mockery;  a  name  without  a  substance;  an 
authority  wfth  nothing  upon  which  it  can  ever 
act  or  be  exercised.    It  is  contended  bjr  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  that  a  treaty  which  affects 
existing  laws  upon  a  subject  within  the  peculiar 
power  of  Congress,  cannot  be  carried  into  opera- 
tion without  the  concurrent  act  of  this  House; 
and  therefore,  that,  inasmuch  as  the  imposing  or 
removing  of  duties  is  given  by  the  Constitution 
expressly  to  Congress,  a  treaty  cannot  change  a 
law  regulating  duties  without  the  aid  or  concur- 
rence of  Congress  in  its  ordinary  mode  of  legis- 
lation.   But  this  proposition  is  doubtless  much 
too  broad,  and  most  general  propositions  are. 
What  is  more  clearly,  decidedly,  and  exclusively 
in  the  power  of  Congress  than  the  right  of  declar* 
ing  war?    This  must  be  done  by  a  law  of  Con- 
gress, and  can  be  done  in  no  other  way.    Yet 
this  law  of  Congress,  made  on  a  subject  thus 
within  Its  exclusive  power,  may  be  repealed,  and 
has  been  repealed,  by  a^Treaty  of  Peace  made  by 
the  President  and  Senate,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution,  without  any  refer- 
ence to  the  will  or  pleasure  of  this  House,  any 
dependence  on  its  authority,  or  any  concurrence 
of  its  laws.    The  treaty  is  duly  made  and  rati- 
fied— peace  follows — the  war  is  terminated— the 
act  of  Congress  declaring  war,  and  all  other  acts 
in  relation  to  it  repealed,  without  the  least  inter- 
ference Of  this  House,  or  iu  opinion  upon  the 


subject  being  even  asked  or  attended  to.  A  treaty 
most  be  considered,  as  it  really  is.  a  compact  or 
bargain  between  two  parties,  which,  once  made 
and  concluded  in  the  manner  both  have  agreed 
to  be  binding,  is  no  longer  in  the  power  of  either. 
If,  therefore,  this  convention  has  received  its  rati- 
fication in  the  manner  and  by  the  authority  pre- 
scribed bj  our  Constitution  or  form  of  €k>vera- 
ment,  it  is  at  this  moment  a  valid  and  binding 
bargain  between  the  two  nations,  and  no  longer 
rightfully  in  the  power  of  either.  If  this  conven- 
tion has  not  been  so  ratified ;  that  is,  if  it  has  not 
been  done  in  the  proper  manner  and  by  the 
proper  authority,  it  is  neither  a  treaty  nor  a  con- 
tract, nor  anything  else;  and  yet  we  find  the 
President  has  exchanged  it  with  the  other  Power, 
as  a  thing  done  and  ratified  in  doe  form  and  with 
competent  authority;  and  we  find  he  has  pro- 
claimed it  to  the  American  people  and  to  the 
world,  as  a  treaty  made  and  ratified,  and  as  the 
law  of  the  land  to  be  hereafter  observed  and 
obeyed.  Has  the  President  been  premature  in 
all  this,  and  exceeded  the  Constitutional  limita 
of  his  authority  ?  Let  it  be  remembered,  too, 
that  the  public  promulgation  of  this  convention 
as  a  thing  done  and  concluded,  as  a  bargain  made 
and  ratined,  as  the  Constitutional  law  of  the 
land,  was  the  first  knowledge  or  intimation  of  its 
nature  or  contents  received  by  this  House.  It 
came  to  us  in  the  same  manner  and  at  the  same 
time  it  came  to  every  other  citixen  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  communicated  to  the  Senate,  to- 
gether with  all  the  correspondence  and  docu- 
ments relating  to  it,  in  secret;  it  was  examined, 
discussed  and  decided  upon  in  the  Senate  in  secret; 
the  doors  of  the  chamber  were  closed  upon  us; 
we  might  have  knocked,  but  should  have  had  no 
admittance.  Does  this  look  like  an  act  requiring 
our  confirmation  or  aid,  or  on  which  we  are  to  be 
required  to  pass  any  judgment?  Call  first  upon 
the  President  to  furnish  yon  with  the  necessary 
information ;  demand  of  him  to  send  you  the 
correspondence  between  the  Ministers  on  this 
subject,  which  we  are  now  to  pass  our  vote  upon. 
All  this  he  did  for  the  Senate ;  and  if  he  has 
overlooked  us,  let  us  remind  him  of  it  before  we 
proceed  any  further.  But  can  a  treaty  annul  an 
act  of  Congress  ?  Can  it  repeal  a  law?  Why  not  ? 
If  a  treaty  be.  as  the  Constitution  expressly  de- 
clares, a  law  of  the  land,  and  a  supreme  law,  is 
there  anything  strange  or  inconsistent  in  its  re- 
peating another  and  a  prior  law  ?  But  the  prior 
law,  say  the  gentlemen,  was  passed  and  enacted 
by  the  three  branches  of  the  Qovernment;  and 
this  treaty- has  been  made  but  by  two.  And  what 
of  this,  if  the  same  authority,  the  same  Constitu- 
tion, which  gives  the  three  branches  power  to  make 
a  law  in  general  cases,  gives  the  two  branches  pow^ 
er  to  make  it  in  this  case.  If  the  Constitution  de- 
clares it  to  be  the  law,  it  must  have  all  the  effect  of 
law,  by  whomsoever  made.  In  the  nature  of  things 
there  cannot  exist  at  the  same  time,  under  the  same 
authority,  two  contradictory,  inconsistent  laws, 
or  rules  of  action.  One  or  other  most  give  way; 
both  cannot  be  obeyed ;  and  if,  in  this  case,  the 
treaty  has  no  Constitutional  supremacy  over  an 
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ordinary  act  of  le^islaitoo,  it  at  least  has  the  ad- 
mitted advantage  of  being  earlier  in  point  of  time, 
of  being  the  last  Constitutional  expression  of  the 
will  of  the  nation  on  this  subject.  It  is  worthy 
of  remark,  that  the  general  power  of  legislation 
is  given  to  Congress  in  one  part  of  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  the  special  power  of  making  treaties  to  the 
President  and  Senate  in  another  part;  and  then  the 
acts  of  both,  if  constitutionallv  done,  are  declared, 
in  the  sapie  sentence,  in  another  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution, to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and 
placed  precisely  upon  the  same  footing  of  author- 
ity. I  conclude  these  hasty  undigested  remark<», 
with  repeating,  that  if  gentlemen  believe,  and  I 
have  not  heard  it  denied,  that  the  convention  will 
go  into  operation,  and  is  indeed  now  in  operation, 
without  the  aid  of  the  law  proposed,  it  is  a  suffi- 
cient reason  why  the  law  should  not  be  passed. 

The  question  on  postponement  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  60,  nays  81. 

The  question  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  which  a  debate  took  place  the  other  day.  The 
object  of  the  amendments  was  to  except  from 
the  equalization  of  duties  all  such  British  vessels 
as  do  not  come  direct  from  Europe.  The  amend- 
ments were  negatived  without  a  division. 
^  Some  other  amendments  were  proposed,  one 
of  which  was  agreed  to,  viz:  to  strike  out  the 
East  Indies  from  the  number  of  exceptions  to  the 
operation  of  the  act. 

The  question  then  havins  been  stated,  "Shall 
the  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading?" 

Mr.  Gaston  remarked,  that  perceiving  the  gen- 
eral wistk  to  come  to  a  conclusion,  on  this  bill,  he 
had  abstained  from  answering  many  remarks 
which  had  been  made  in  opposition  to  his  motion 
for  indefinite  postponement.  But  as  the  contro- 
versy was  revived  on  the  question  for  engrossing 
the  bill,  he  would  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity 
to  rescue  bis  opinions  from  misconception,  and 
defend  them  against  the  roost  important  of  the 
arguments  by  which  they  bad  been  assatlecl.  In 
ascribing  to  the  convention  the  power  of  repeal- 
ing so  much  of  the  acts  of  Congress  on  the  sub- 
ject of  discriminating  duties  as  was  opposed  to 
Its  provisions,  he  was  supposed  by  gentlemen  to 
contend  for  a  supremacy  of  the  power  to  make 
treaties  over  the  power  to  enact  laws*  Some  seem 
even  to  have  imagined,  that  he  exalted  thisiK>wer 
of  framing  treaties  over  the  Constitution  itself. 
His  opinions  were  founded  on  no  such  erroneous 
principle.  He  regarded  acts  of  Congress  formed 
on  subjects  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress, 
and  treaties  formed  on  subjects  proper  for  treaties, 
as  being  equally  laws  of  the  nation,  and  he  claimed 
for  neither  a  superiority  over  the  other.  The 
Constitution  ve;itsall  the  legislative  powers  which 
it  grants  in  one  organ  of  the  national  will,  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  It  vests  the  whole 
of  the  power  of  making  treaties  in  another  organ 
of  the  national  will,  the  President  acting  with  the 
concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  It  defines  what  are  the  legislative 
powers  granted^  because  such  a  definition  was  ne- 
cessary to  distiogaish  between  those  delegated  to 


the  Qeoeral  Government  and  such  as  were  re* 
tained  by  the  States.  It  does  not  limit  the  power 
of  making  treaties,  because  no  part  of  this  power 
was  to  be  retained  by  the  States.  The  entire 
power  therefore  on  the  subject  of  treaties,  which 
sovereign  States,  according  to  the  usages  and  lawa 
of  nations,  may  exercise,  unless  where  it  is  restrict* 
ed  by  specific  prohibitions  in  the  Constitution,  ia 
vested  under  tnis  general  grant  in  the  proper  de- 
pository. The  Constitution  then  imparts  to  pro- 
per acts  of  the  legislative  authority,  and  also  of 
the  treaty- making  power,  the  character  and  attri- 
butes of  ^  laws,"  that  isjOf  rules  of  action  prescribed 
by  the  sovereign  power.  They  both  derive  their 
emcacv  from  being  Constitutional  expressions  of 
the  will  of  the  nation;  and  where  tnereare  twoex- 
pressions  of  that  will,  which  cannot  stand  together, 
the  last  necessarily  abrogates  the  first.  A  law 
may  repeal  a  treaty.  This  was  done  in  the  case 
of  the  Treaty  of  1778,  with  France,  distinctly  re- 
pealed by  an  act  of  Congress.  And  a  treaty  for 
the  same  reason  may  also  repeal  a  precedent  act 
of  Congress,  as  must  be  admitted  to  be  the  case 
of  the  treaties  of  peace  with  Great  Britain  and 
the  Regencjr  of  Algiers,  repealing  the  acts  deelar- 
inff  war  against  those  nations. 

The  idea  that,  because  the  legislative  power 
granted  to  Congress  is  restricted  to  certain  sub- 
jects, therefore  the  power  to  make  treaties  cannot 
operate  on  these  subjects  without  legislative  aidt 
seemed  to  him  neither  sound  logic,  nor  a  construc- 
tion permiitins  the  treaty  power  to  have  any 
useful  effect.  lieiiher  a  treaty  of  peace,  of  alliance, 
or  of  commerce,  can  well  be  made  without  affect- 
ing some  of  these  subjects.  The  first  usually  con- 
tains stipulations  in  regard  to  captures  made  or 
to  be  made,  and  indemnities  for  wrongs  suffered. 
The  last  must  apply  directly  to  the  right  of  regu- 
lating commerce  with  foreign  nations;  and  trea- 
ties of  alliance  specify  the  aids  of  men  and  money 
to  be  afforded  in  the  cases  prescribed.  The  power 
therefore  to  make  treaties,  which  the  Constitution 
confides  exclusively  to  the  President,  concurring 
with  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  is  essentially  an- 
nulled by  a  construction  that  requires  a  legisla- 
tive assent,  wherever  these  treaties  operate  upon 
subjects  which  are  the  usual  well  known  and  le- 
gitimate subjects  of  treaty.  For  certainly  the 
discretionary  power  of  assenting  to  or  dissenting 
from  any  instrument,  and  thereby  giving  or  re- 
fusing it  efficacy,  is  essentially  the  power  to  make 
it.  And  if  this  construction  obtain,  treaties  may 
be  said  to  be  prepared  by  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate, but  they  can  be  made  only  by  Congress. 

Mr.  G.  did  not  conceive  that  the  opinions  he 
had  expressed  were  liable,  when  properly  under- 
stood, to  the  criticism  which  had  been  made.br 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  BARBonk;) 
they  did  not  involve  the  inconsistency  of  permit- 
ting an  act  of  the  entire  Legislature  to  be  repealed 
by  the  will  of  a  part  only  of  that  Legislatnre. 
The  nation,  either  in  the  enaction  of  laws  or  in 
the  making  of  treaties,  is  always  the  a^ent.  li  is 
the  will  ol  the  nation  which  operates  in  both  in« 
stances— though  the  expression  of  this  will  is 
made  through  distinct  organs  to  which  the  fune- 
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tioDs  are  respectively  confided.  Perhaps,  too,  it  will 
be  found  that  there  are  salutary  checks  provided 
against  an  erroneous  expression  of  this  will,  in 
the  one  case,  as  in  the  other.  To  acts  of  legisla- 
tion, the  concurrence  of  the  President  is  not  indis- 
pensable. Two-ihirdsof  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  can  make  laws  without  his 
aid.  in  the  formation  of  treaties  he  must  act, 
and  his  act  must  have  the  sanction  of  two-thirds 
of  the  Senate.  The  power  of  making  treaties 
and  that  of  making  laws,  and  the  depositories  of 
these  powers  should  be  considered  as  perfectly 
distinct  from  each  other,  as  if  the  individuals  who 
acted  in  the  one  case  never  bad  an  agency  in  the 
other.  • 

It  did  not  follow,  however,  from  his  doctrine 
in  regard  to  the  efficacy  of  treaties,  that  they  ne- 
cessarily changed  or  repealed  legislative  acta, 
with  which  they  did  not  entirely  accord.  The 
stipulations  of  a  treaty  might  amount,  and  often 
did  amount,  to  no  more  than  a  pledge  to  alter  or 
abrogate  these  acts,  or  to  make  legislative  r^ula- 
lions  conformable  to  such  stipulations.  Where 
the  treaty  was  of  this  nature — that  is  to  say,  ex- 
ecutory merely,  legislative  aid  was  necessary. 
But  where  it  could  execute  itself,  there  it  needed 
no  aid.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  obligation 
to  carry  a  treaty  of  the  former  kind  into  effect,  it 
was  not  necessary  now  to  examine.  When,  how- 
ever, he  stated,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  he 
viewed  this  obligation  as  morally  binding  on  this 
House,  as  a  branch  of  the  legislative  authority, 
be  did  not  think  that  he  uttered  a  sentimen  t  whicn, 
in  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
retts,  (Mr.  King,)  degraded  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives into  a  mere  chamber  for  registering 
the  edicts  of  the  President  and  Senate.  He 
viewed  it  as  a  fundamental  principle  of  our  €k)v- 
ernment,  that  every  man,  and  everybody  of  men 
in  it,  owed  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 
The  House  of  Representatives  cannot  claim  an 
exemption  from  this  duty.  They  may  aid  in 
repealing  laws— but  so  long  as  the  laws  exist, 
wnether  they  have  derived  their  origin  from  a 
legislative  or  a  treaty  declaration  of  the  will  of 
the  sovereign  power,  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, the  Senate,  the  President,  are  bound  by  them. 
The  obligation  to  appropriate  for  treaties,  was 
just  as  binding  as  the  obligation  to  appropriate 
for  the  objects  of  existing  laws.  If  the  gentleman 
considered  this  moral  restraint  as  unfriendly  either 
to  personal  liberty  or  to  the  political  freedom  of 
this  body,  he  (Mr.  G.)  neither  wished  for  himself, 
or  those  who  were  dear  to  him,  a  liberty  superior 
to  law. 

In  regard  to  the  practice  of  Qovemment  on  sim- 
ilar occasions,  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Forbyth)  had  cited  instances  which  he  was  not 
then  prepared  to  examine.  Such  an  examination 
required  a  deliberate  review  of  the  treaties  and 
acts  referred  to,  which  demanded  time  and  books 
that  could  not  now  be  commanded.  It  was  pos- 
sible that  some  of  the  cases  did  prove  an  unne- 
cessary legislation  on  subjects  which  treaties' 
bad  adequately  provided  for.  But  what  was  the 
answer  to  the  two  prominent  and  marked  cases  i 


which  Mr.  G.  had  before  noticed,  viz :  the  Brit- 
ish treaty  of  1795,  and  the  convention  with  the 
French  Kepoblic.  In  the  first  there  were  stipu- 
lations abolishing  discriminating  duties  on  im- 
portations from  Canada,  yet  no  act  of  Congress 
was  pUssed  to  give  efficacy  to  these  stipulations— 
the  treaty  made  them  Jaw.  In  the  Freneb  con- 
vention there  was  a  provision  for  a  mutual  re- 
striction of  captures.  Congress,  it  is  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  did  pass  an  act  m  re- 
gard to  this  provision.  They  indeed  did,  and 
this  act  was  the  strongest  illastration  of  tbefr 
entire  concurrence  in  the  opinions  he  had  ex- 
pressed. This  act  makes  an  appropriation  of 
money  to  authorize  payment  for  such  of  the 
property  as  could  not  be  restored  in  kind  ;  but  it 
pretended  not  to  command  such  restoration  where 
it  was  practicable.    If  the  construction  of  the 

gsntleman  had  prevailed,  the  last  was  necessary, 
ut  neither  the  Congress  gave  such  direction, 
nor  did  the  President  wait  for  it.  He  restored 
the  Berceau.  According  to  the  exposition  which 
he  (Mr.  G.)  had  adop^,  the  appropriation  of 
money  was  necessary,  because  the  Constitution 
prohibits  the  payment  of  money  without  an  ap- 
propriation. 

Mr.  G.  forbore  from  going  further  into  the  dis- 
cussion, from  a  conviction  that  the  House  was 
anxious  for  the  question. 

Mr.  Throop  said  that  he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  enterio|p  into  a  detailed  argument  on 
the  question  submitted  to  the  House,  but  merely 
to  state  the  reasons  for  the  vote  he  should  ffive; 
this  he  deemed  due  to  his  friends  in  this  House, 
because  he  found  himself  opposed  to  the  opin- 
ions of  a  majority  of  them.  He  should  vote 
against  the  bill  becliuse  he  thought  it  unneces* 
sary  to  pass  such  a  law.  The  act  in  question 
did  nothing  more  than  put  into  the  form  of  a 
law  the  several  provisions  of  the  treaty  regula- 
ting the  commerce  between  the  two  countries, 
which  were  of  themselves  the  supreme  law ''of 
the  land.  These  provisions  did  not  require  a 
construction,  nor  any  aid  by  law  to  carry  them 
into  execution.  If  tne  object  was  merely  to  in- 
struct the  revenue  officers,  he  would  prefer  its 
beine  done  by  the  President,  or  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  whose  duty  he  conceived  it  to  be, 
and  whose  competency  could  not  be  doubted.  He 
did  not  know  that  the  passage  of  this  law,  fol- 
lowing the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  would  do 
any  great  mischief,  but  he  was  opposed  to  the 
principles  on  which  it  was  attempted  to  be  sup- 
ported, and  feared  that  it  would  at  some  future 
period  form  a  dangerous  precedent.  The  treaty- 
making  power  was  lodged  by  the  Constitution  m 
the  President  and  Senate,  and  their  act  became 
obligatory  on  the  nation,  without  the  interfer- 
ence of  this  House,  by  that  section  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  declares  that,  "thb  Constitution 
'  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  shall 

<  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof^  and  all  treaties 
'  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  au- 

<  thority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  sa- 
'  preme  law  of  the  land."  An.  argument  haa 
been  attempted  to  be  drawn  from  the  fact  that 
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the  Constitutioo,  laws,  and  treaties,  are  classed 
together  in  the  same  sentence,  and  are  all  de- 
clared CO  be  the  law  of  the  land.    He  said  he  did 
not  know  that  he  understood  what  the  conclusion 
was ;  but  if  it  was  as  he  apprehended  it  to  be, 
that,  being  ail  classed  together,  aad  in  one  sen- 
tence declared  to  be  the  supreme  law,  that  then 
a  treaty  was  of  no  greater  force  than  a  law,  he 
did  conceiTe  that  the  same  argument  would 
prove  that  the  Constitution  was  not  paramount 
to  a  law,  and  if  that  construction  prevailed,  Con- 
gress might  bj  law  repeal  the  Constitution.  But 
grant  that  the  treaty  had  no  greater  efficacy  than 
a  law,  and  cpuld  repeal  and  be  repealed  by  a  law, 
then  the  act  under  consideration  was  unneces- 
sary, as  the  treaty,  being  subsequent  to  the  law 
creating  discrimioatioff  duties,  repealed  that  law ; 
and  when  a  new  tariff  of  duties  was  created  it 
might  be  made  to  conform  to  the  treaty.    But  it 
is  said  the  treaty  is  a  compact ;  hence,  it  is  oo 
law  to  be  observed  by  the  peonle,  but  onljf  a  di- 
rection to  Congress  to  pass  a  law.    He  said,  be- 
cause it  ia  a  compact  it  is  superior  to  the  law. 
An  individual  may  prescribe  to  himself  a  rule  of 
conduct,  by  which  he  will  be  governed,  but  he 
may  depart  from  that  role  whenever  be  pleases  j 
it  is  a  law  to  himself,  and  the  power  which  enacts 
may  repeal.    But  if  he  stipolates  with  another  a 
role  of  conduct  to  be  observed  by  himself,  it  is  a 
compact,  and  he  cannot  depart  from  it  without  a 
violation  of  his  plij^hted  faith,  and  the  rights  of 
that  other.    This  is  the  distinction  between  a 
treaty  and  a  law,  and  which  renders  a  treaty 
paramount  to  the  law ;  the  law  prescribes  a  rule 
of  conduct  to  the  citizens  of  the  State,  by  which 
they  are  to  be  gof  erned,  and  may  be  repealed  at 
any  time }  but  a  treaty  is  a  compact  between 
two  sovereigo«States,  which  cannot  be  departed 
from  by  one  without  violating  the  faith  of  that 
State,  and  the  rights  of  the  other.    He  said,  that 
an  answer  to  the  argument  that  the  treaty  is 
only  a  direction  to  Congress  to  pass  a  law,  was 
to  be  found  in  the  cooclnding  part  of  the  same 
section  of  the  Constitution,  which,  after  stating 
that  treaties,  dbc.  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  adds :  "  and  the  judges  in  each  State  shall 
be  bound  thereby."    Here  was  a  direction  not  to 
Congress,  but  to  the  courts  of  law,  to  construe 
and  enforce  the  treaty,  which  they  were  bouod 
to  do  without  reference  to  any  construction  which 
might  be  put  upon  it  by  an  act  of  this  body.  He 
trusted  he  should  not  be  told  that  this  direction 
was  to  the  judges  of  the  Slate  courts,  and  not  to 
the  judiciary  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  that  a 
treaty  might  be  enforced  in  the  State  courts,  but 
would  require  a  law  to  enforce  it  in  the  courts  oi 
the  United  States.    For,  according  to  that  con- 
atractton  it  might  produce  this  absurdity,  that 
the  treaty  would  operate  upon  the  States  iadi- 
Tiduaily,  and  Congress  might  refuse  to  pass  a 
law  whereby  it  could  not  be  treated  as  a  law  by 
the   United  States'  courts.     He  said,  that  he 
could  not  sanction  the  idea  that  this  House  had 
any  control  over  the  treaty-making  power,  to 
ratify  or  annul  their  acts,  unless  it  was  in  cases 
where  the  treaty  could  not  execute  itself,  but 


required  for  that  purpose  provision  to  be  made 
by  law,  such  as  raisins  money,  &c.  Some  gen* 
tlemen  seem  alarmed  lest  the  rreaident  and  Sea* 
ate,  by  an  assumption  of  power,  should  at  length 
claim  the  right  of  making  war,  which  they  could 
do  bv  stipulating  for  war  in  a  treaty.  He  said, 
should  tne  right  of  declaring  war  exist  in  one 
branch  of  the  Legislature  independent  of  the 
others,  he  could  not  but  see  but  it  might  as  safelv 
be  lodged  with  the  President  and  Senate,  as  wita 
this  House.  The  right  here  claimed  of  supervi- 
sing the  treaty,  would  lead  to  that  result.  War 
has  ceased  ;  we  are  at  peace  with  Qreat  Britaih. 
by  treaty ;  but  if  this  House,  in  the  plenitude  of 
their  wisdom,  had  not  thought  proper  to  ratify 
the  treaty,  the  war  is  renewed ;  we  must  resume 
our  arms,  which  would  effectually  vest  this 
branch  of  the  Legislature  with  the  power  of 
makioff  war.  He  said  he  did  not  believe  that  it 
entered  into  the  views  of  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  to  vest  this  House  with  the  power 
of  reiecting  or  ratifying  a  treaty ;  if  it  did,  they 
would  not  have  left  a  power  so  important  to  be 
gathered  from  inference.  They  would  have 
made  express  provision  for  it.  It  would  have 
been  easy  for  them,  and  they  would  have  declared 
that  the  power  of  making  treaties  should  be  vested 
in  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  Con- 
gress. 

The  bill  was  further  opposed  by  Mr.  Pickbb- 
iNQ,  and  Mr.  Mili^,  and  advocated  by  Mr.  Kino 
of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Lownoes. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  required  by 
Mr.  Root,  on  motion,  the  subject  was  further 
postponed  until  to-morrow.       * 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  an 
Uniform  National  Currency,  reported  a  bill  to  in- 
corporate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  Bill  to  incorporate  the  Sobscrlben  to  the  Bank  of 

the  United  Stotes. 

Be  it  enacted,  hv  the  Senate  and  Hattee  of  Kepte^ 
eentativei  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Cen^ 
greee  assembled^  That  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  oT 
America  shall  be  established,  with  a  capital  of  thirty- 
fiye  millions  of  dollars,  divided  into  three  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  shares,  of  one  hundred  dollars  each 
share ;  but  Congress  may,  at  any  time  hereafter,  aug- 
ment the  capital  of  the  said  bank,  to  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  millions  of  dollars,  in  such  manner  aa 
shall  be  by  law  provided.    Seven^  thousand  sharea» 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  seven  millions  of  dollars,  part 
of  the  capital  of  the  said  bank,  shall  be  subscribed,  and 
paid  for  by  the  United  States,  in  the  manner  herofai* 
after  specified ;  and  two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
shares,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  twenty-eight  millions 
I  of  dollars,  shall  be  subscribed  and  paid  for,  by  individ- 
uals, companies,  or  corporations,  in  the  manner  here- 
inafter specified. 

Sac.  %  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  sub- 
scriptions for  the  sum  of  twenty-eight  millions  of  dol^ 
lars,  towards  constituting  the  capital  of  the  said  banky 
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tioos  are  respectively  confided.  Perhaps,  too,  it  will 
be  found  that  there  are  salutary  checks  provided 
against  an  erroneous  expression  of  this  will,  in 
the  one  case,  as  in  the  other.  To  acts  of  le^isla- 
tioU;  the  concurrence  of  the  President  is  not  indis- 
pensable. Two-thirds  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  can  make  laws  without  his 
aid.  in  the  formation  of  treaties  he  must  act, 
and  his  act  must  have  the  sanction  of  iwo-thirds 
of  the  Senate.  The  power  of  making  treaties 
and  that  of  making  laws,  and  the  depositories  of 
these  powers  should  be  considered  as  perfectly 
distinct  from  each  other,  as  if  the  individuals  who 
acted  in  the  one  case  never  had  an  agency  in  the 
other.  • 

It  did  not  follow,  however,  from  his  doctrine 
in  regard  to  the  efficacy  of  treaties,  that  they  ne- 
cessarily changed  or  repealed  legislative  acta, 
with  which  they  did  not  entirely  accord.  The 
stipulations  of  a  treaty  might  amount,  and  often 
did  amount,  to  no  more  than  a  pledge  to  alter  or 
abrogate  these  acts,  or  to  make  legislative  r^ula- 
lions  conformable  to  such  stipulations.  Where 
the  treaty  was  of  this  nature — that  is  to  say,  ex- 
ecutory merely,  legislative  aid  was  necessary. 
But  where  it  could  execute  itself,  there  it  needed 
no  aid.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  obligation 
to  carry  a  treaty  of  the  former  kind  into  effect,  it 
was  not  necessary  now  to  examine.  When,  how- 
ever, he  stated,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  he 
viewed  this  obligation  as  morally  binding  on  this 
House,  as  a  branch  of  the  legislative  authority, 
he  did  not  think  that  he  uttered  a  sentiment  which, 
in  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
retts,  (Mr.  King,)  degraded  the  House  of  Re[)re- 
sentatives  into  a  mere  chamber  for  registering 
the  edicts  of  the  President  and  Senate.  He 
viewed  it  as  a  fundamental  principle  of  our  (Gov- 
ernment, that  every  man,  and  every  body  of  men 
in  it,  owed  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 
The  House  of  Representatives  cannot  claim  an 
exemption  from  this  duty.  They  may  aid  in 
lepealing  laws^but  so  long  as  the  laws  exist, 
wnether  they  have  derived  their  origin  from  a 
legislative  or  a  treaty  declaration  of  the  will  of 
the  sovereign  power,  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, the  Senate,  the  President, are  bound  by  them. 
The  obligation  to  appropriate  for  treaties,  was 
just  as  binding  as  the  obligation  to  appropriate 
for  the  objects  of  existing  laws.  If  the  gentleman 
considered  this  moral  restraint  as  unfriendly  either 
to  personal  liberty  or  to  the  political  freedom  of 
this  body,  he  (Mr.  G.)  neither  wished  for  himself, 
or  those  who  were  dear  to  him,  a  liberty  superior 
to  law. 

In  regard  to  the  practice  of  Qovemment  on  sim- 
ilar occasions,  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Forbtth)  had  cited  instances  which  he  was  not 
then  prepared  to  examine.  Such  an  examination 
required  a  deliberate  review  of  the  treaties  and 
acts  referred  to,  which  demanded  time  and  books 
that  could  not  now  be  commanded.  It  was  pos- 
sible that  some  of  the  cases  did  prove  an  unne- 
cessary legislation  on  subjects  which  treaties 
had  adequately  provided  for.  But  what  was  the 
answer  to  the  two  prominent  and  marked  cases  I 


which  Mr.  G.  had  before  noticed,  viz:  the  Brit- 
ish treaty  of  1795,  and  the  convention  with  the 
French  Republic.  In  the  first  there  were  stipu- 
lations abolishing  discriminating  duties  on  im- 
portations from  Canada,  yet  no  act  of  Congress 
was  passed  to  give  efficacy  to  these  stipulations — 
the  treaty  made  them  law.  In  the  French  con- 
vention there  was  a  provision  for  a  mutual  re- 
striction of  captures.  Congress,  it  is  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  Gkorgia,  did  pass  an  act  in  re- 
gard to  this  provision.  They  indeed  did,  and 
this  act  was  the  strongest  illustration  of  their 
entire  concurrence  in  the  opinions  he  had  ex- 
pressed. This  act  makes  an  appropriation  of 
money  to  authorize  payment  for  such  of  the 
property  as  could  noi  be  restored  in  kind  ;  but  it 
pretended  not  to  command  such  restoration  where 
It  was  practicable.    If  the  construction  of  the 

gintieman  had  prevailed,  the  last  was  necessary, 
ut  neither  the  Congress  gave  such  direction, 
nor  did  the  President  wait  for  it.  He  restored 
the  Berceau.  According  to  the  exposition  which 
he  (Mr.  G.)  had  adopted,  the  appropriation  of 
money  was  necessary,  because  the  Constitution 
prohibits  the  payment  of  money  without  an  ap- 
propriation. 

Mr.  G.  forbore  from  going  further  into  the  dis- 
cussion, from  a  conviction  that  the  House  was 
anxious  for  the  question. 

Mr.  Throop  said  that  he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  enterin|p  into  a  detailed  argument  on 
the  question  submitted  to  the  House,  but  merely 
to  state  the  reasons  for  the  vote  he  should  eive; 
this  he  deemed  due  to  his  friends  in  this  House, 
because  he  found  himself  opposed  to  the  opin- 
ions of  a  majority  of  them.  He  should  vote 
against  the  bill  because  he  thought  it  unneces* 
sary  to  pass  such  a  Jaw.  The  act  in  question 
did  nothing  more  than  put  into  the  form  of  a 
law  the  several  provisions  of  the  treaty  regula** 
ting  the  commerce  between  the  two  countries, 
which  were  of  themselves  the  supreme  law. or 
the  land.  These  provisions  did  not  require  a 
construction,  nor  any  aid  by  law  to  carry  them 
into  execution.  If  the  object  was  merely  to  in- 
struct the  revenue  officers,  he  would  prefer  its 
beine  done  by  the  President,  or  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  whose  duty  he  conceived  it  to  be, 
and  whose  competency  could  not  be  doubted.  He 
did  not  know  that  the  passage  of  this  law,  fol- 
lowing the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  would  do 
any  great  mischief,  but  he  was  opposed  to  the 
principles  on  which  it  was  attempted  to  be  sup* 
ported,  and  feared  that  it  would  at  some  future 
period  form  a  dangerous  precedent.  The  treaty* 
making  power  was  lodged  by  the  Constitution  m 
the  President  and  Senate,  and  their  act  became 
obligatory  on  the  nation,  without  the  interfer- 
ence of  this  House,  by  that  section  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  declares  that,  ^^this  Constitution 

<  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  shall 

*  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties 
'  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  au- 

<  thority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  au- 

*  preme  law  of  the  land."    An*  argument  has 
been  attempted  to  be  drawn  from  the  fact  that 
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the  Const! tali 00,  laws,  aod  treaties,  are  classed 
together  in  the  same  sentence,  and  are  all  de- 
clared to  be  the  law  of  the  land.    He  said  he  did 
not  know  that  he  understood  what  the  conclasion 
was ;  but  if  it  was  as  he  apprehended  it  to  be, 
that,  being  all  classed  together,  aad  in  one  sen- 
tence declared  to  be  the  supreme  law,  that  then 
a  treaty  was  of  no  greater  force  than  a  law,  he 
did  conceive  that  the  same  argument  would 
proTe  that  the  Constitution  was  not  paramount 
to  a  law,  and  if  that  construction  prevailed,  Con- 
gress might  by  law  repeal  the  Co^ostitution.  But 
grant  that  the  treaty  had  no  greater  efficacy  than 
a  law,  and  cpold  repeal  and  be  repealed  by  a  law, 
then  the  act  under  consideration  was  unneces- 
sary, as  the  treaty,  being  subsequent  to  the  law 
creating  discrimioatioff  duties,  repealed  that  law; 
and  when  a  new  tariff  of  duties  was  created  it 
might  be  made  to  conform  to  the  treaty.    But  it 
is  said  the  treaty  is  a  compact ;  hence,  it  is  ao 
law  to  be  observed  by  the  people,  hot  onljr  a  di- 
rection to  Congress  to  pass  a  law.    He  said,  be- 
cause it  is  a  compact  it  is  superior  to  the  law. 
Ad  individual  may  preacribe  to  himself  a  rule  of 
conduct,  by  which  he  will  be  governed,  but  he 
may  depart  from  that  rale  whenever  he  pleases; 
it  is  a  law  to  himself,  and  the  power  which  enacts 
may  repeal.    But  if  he  stipulates  with  another  a 
rule  of  conduct  to  be  observed  by  himself,  it  is  a 
compact,  and  he  cannot  depart  from  it  without  a 
Tiolation  of  his  plij^hted  faith,  and  the  rights  of 
that  other.    This  is  the  distinction  between  a 
treaty  and  a  law,  and  which  renders  a  treaty 
paramount  to  the  law ;  the  law  prescribes  a  rule  I 
of  conduct  to  the  citizens  of  the  State,  by  which 
they  are  to  be  governed,  aod  may  be  repealed  at 
any  time ;  but  a  treaty  is  a  compact  between 
two  sovereign«Siat^s,  which  cannot  be  departed 
from  by  one  without  violating  the  faith  of  that 
State,  and  the  rights  of  the  other.    He  said,  that 
an  aoswer  to  the  argument  that  the  treaty  is 
only  a  direction  to  Congress  to  pass  a  law,  was 
to  be  found  in  the  coaeluding  part  of  the  same 
aection  of  the  Coastitutioo,  which,  after  stating 
that  treaties,  dbc.  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  adds :  ^*  and  the  judges  in  each  State  shall 
be  bound  thereby."    Here  was  a  direction  not  to 
Congress,  but  to  the  courts  of  law,  to  construe 
and  enforce  the  treaty,  which  they  were  bound 
to  do  without  reference  to  any  construction  which 
mi^ht  be  put  upon  it  by  an  act  of  this  body.   He 
trusted  he  should  not  be  told  that  this  direction 
was  to  the  judges  of  the  State  courts,  aod  not  to 
the  judiciary  of  the  United  States,  and  that  a 
treaty  might  be  enforced  in  the  State  couris,  but 
would  require  a  law  to  enforce  it  in  the  courts oi 
the  United  States.    For,  according  to  that  con* 
stmction  it  might  produce  this  absurd tty,  that 
the  treaty  would  operate  upon  the  States  iadi- 
.  vidually,  and  Coogress  might  refuse  to  pass  a 
law  whereby  it  could  not  be  treated  as  a  law  by 
the  United   States'  courts.     He  said,  that  he 
could  not  sanction  the  idea  that  this  House  had 
any  control  over  the  treaty-making  power,  to 
ratify  or  annul  their  acts,  unless  it  was  in  cases 
where  the  treaty  could  not  execute  itself,  but 


required  for  that  purpose  provision  to  be  made 
by  law,  such  as  raisins  money,  dbc.  Some  gen- 
tlemen seem  alarmed  lest  the  rreaident  and  Sen* 
ate,  by  an  assumption  of  power,  should  at  length 
claim  the  right  of  making  war,  which  they  could 
do  by  stipulating  for  war  in  a  treaty.  He  said, 
should  tne  right  of  declaring  war  exist  in  one 
branch  of  the  Legislature  independent  of  the 
others,  he  could  not  but  see  but  it  might  as  safelv 
be  lodged  with  the  President  and  Senate,  as  with 
this  House.  The  right  here  claimed  of  supervi- 
sing the  treaty,  would  lead  to  that  result.  War 
has  ceased  ;  we  are  at  peace  with  Qreat  Britaiii, 
by  treaty ;  but  if  this  House,  in  the  plenitude  of 
their  wisdom,  had  not  thought  proper  to  ratify 
the  treaty,  the  war  is  renewed;  we  must  resume 
our  arms,  which  would  effectually  vest  this 
branch  of  the  Legislature  with  the  power  of 
makioff  war.  He  said  he  did  not  believe  that  it 
entered  into  the  views  of  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  to  vest  this  House  with  the  power 
of  reiectioff  or  ratifying  a  treaty ;  if  it  did,  they 
would  nocliave  left  a  power  ao  important  to  be 
gathered  from  inference.  They  would  haTO 
made  express  provision  for  it.  It  would  hmr% 
been  easy  for  them,  and  they  would  have  declared 
that  the  power  of  making  treaties  should  be  vested 
in  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  Con-* 
gress. 

The  bill  was  further  opposed  by  Mr.  PicKbb- 
iNo,  and  Mr.  MiLi^,  and  advocated  by  Mr.  Kino 
of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Lowndes. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  required  by 
Mr.  Root,  on  motion,  the  subject  was  further 
postponed  until  to-morrow.       * 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  8TATB8. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  an 
Uniform  National  Currency,  reported  a  bill  to.in- 
corporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  which  was  read  twice  aod  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  Bill  to  iooorporate  the  Subscribers  to  the  Bank  of 

the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Senate  and  Hauee  of^  Kepre- 
eentativee  of  the  United  Statee  of  Ameriea  in  Cmi* 
greea  aseembkd,  That  a  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  oT 
America  shall  be  established,  with  a  capital  of  thirty- 
five  millions  of  doUan,  divided  into  three  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  shares,  of  one  hundred  dollars  each 
share ;  but  Congress  may,  at  any  time  hereafter,  aug* 
ment  the  capitid  of  the  said  bank,  to  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  millions  of  dollars,  in  such  manner  aa 
shall  be  by  law  provided.  Seventy  thousand  shares, 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  seven  millions  of  dollars,  pari 
of  the  capital  of  the  ssid  bank,  shall  be  subscribed,  and 
paid  for  by  the  United  States,  in  the  manner  herein- 
after specified ;  and  two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
shares,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  twenty-eight  millions 
of  dollars,  shall  be  subscribed  and  paid  for,  by  xndivid- 
uals,  companies,  or  corporations,  in  the  manner  here- 
inafter specified. 

8«c.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  sub- 
scriptions for  the  sum  of  twenty-eight  millions  of  dol* 
lars,  towsrds  constituting  the  capital  of  the  said  baaky 
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shall  be  opened  on  the  first  Monday  in  Jane  next,  at 
the  following  placet,  that  is  to  say :  at  Portsmouth,  in 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire ;  at  Boston,  in  the  State 
of  Massachoaetts ;  at  ProYidence,  in  the  State  of 
Bhode  Island ;  at  New  H^ven,  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticQt ;  at  Burlington,  in  the  State  of  Vermont ;  at 

New  York,  in  the  State  of  New  York ;  at ,  in 

the  State  of  New  Jersey ;  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania;  at  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  Del* 
aware ;  at  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland ;  at 
Richmond,  in  the  State  of  Virginia ;   at  Lexington, 

in  the  State  of  Kentucky  ;  at ,  in  the  State  of 

Ohio ;  at  Raleigh,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina ;  at 
Nashville,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee ;  at  Charleston,  in 
the  State  of  South  Carolina ;  at  Augusta,  in  the  State 
of  Georgia ;  at  New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of  LouUi- 
ana ;  and  at  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. And  the  said  subscriptions  shall  be  opened  under 
the  superintendence  of  three  commissioners,  to  be  ap- 

Cted  at,  and  for,  each  of  the  said  places,  by  the 
adent  of  the  United  States,  (who  is  hereby  author- 
ised to  make  such  appointmenta,)  and  shall  continue 
open  every  day,  from  the  time  of  opening  the  same, 
between  the  hours  of  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  until  the  Saturday  fol- 
lowing, at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the 
name  shall  be  closed ;  and  immediately  thereafter,  the 
commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  at  the  respective 
places  aforesaid,  shall  cause  two  transcripta  or  copies 
of  such  subscriptions  to  be  made,  one  of  which  they 
ahsll  send  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  one  they 
shall  retain,  and  the  original  they  shall  transmit,  with* 
in  seven  days  from  the  closing  of  the  subscriptions  as 
aforesaid,  to  the  commissioners  at  Philadelphia  afore- 
said. And  on  the  receipt  of  the  said  original  subscrip- 
tions, or  of  either  of  the  said  copies  thereof,  if  the  ori- 
ginal be  lost,  mislaid,  or  detained,  the  commissioneTs 
at  Philadelphia  aforesaid,  or  a  m^ority  of  them,  shall 
immediately  thereafter  convene,  and  proceed  to  take 
an  account  of  the  said  subscriptions.  And  if  more 
than  the  amount  of  twenty-eight  millions  of  dollsrs 
shall  have  been  subscribed,  then  the  said  last  men* 
tioned  commissioners  shall  apportion  the  same  among 
the  several  subscriberB,  according  to  their  several  re- 
spective subicriptions,  allowing  and  apportioning  to 
each  snbicriber  at  least  one  share. '  And  in  case  the 
aggregate  amount  of  the  said  subscriptions  shall  ex- 
ceed twenty-eight  milUons  of  dollars,  the  said  last 
mentioned  commissionefs,  after  having  apportioned 
the  same  as  aioresaid,  shall  cause  lista  of  the  said  ap- 
portiened  subscriptiuns  to  be  made  out,  including  in 
each  list  the  apportioned  subscription  for  the  place 
where  the  original  subscription  was  made,  one  of 
which  Uste  they  shall  transmit  to  the  commissioners, 
or  one  of  them,  under  whose  superintendence  such 
•nbscriptions  were  originally  made,  that  the  subscribers 
may  tlMureby  ascertain  the  number  of  shares  to  them 
xespectively  apportioned  as  aforesaid.  And  in  case 
the  aggregate  amount  of  the  said  subscriptions  made, 
during  the  period  aforesaid,  at  all  the  places  aforesaid, 
shall  not  amount  to  twenty-eight  milUons  of  dollars, 
the  subscriptions  to  complete  the  said  sum  shall  be, 
and  remain  open,  at  Philadelphia  aforesaid,  under  the 
stuperintendence  of  the  commissioners  appointed  for 
that  place ;  and  the  subscriptions  may  be  then  made 
by  any  individual,  company,  or  corporation,  for  any 
number  of  shares,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the 
amount  required  to  complete  the  said  sum  of  twenty- 
cight  millions  of  dollars. 
8bc.  3.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enaeied,  That  it  shall 


be  lawful  for  any  individual,  company,  or  corporation, 
when  the  subscriptions  shall  be  opened,  as  herein  be- 
fore directed,  to  subscribe  for  any  number  of  shares 
of  the  capital  of  the  said  bank,  not  exceeding  three 
thousand  shares ;  and  the  sums  so  subscribed  shall  be 
payable,  and  paid  in  the  manner  following,  that  is  to 
say :  seven  millions  of  dollars  thereof  in  gold  or  silver 
coin  of  the  United  States,  or  in  foreign  gold  or  silver 
coin,  at  the  value  thereof  as  heretofore  established  by 
an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  regulating  the  currency  of 
foreign  coins,"  passed  the  tenth  dav  of  April,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six ;  and  twenty* 
one  millions  of  dollars  thereof  in  like  gold  or  silver 
coin,  or  in  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States,  con* 
tracted  at  the  time  of  the  subscription!  respectively. 
And  the  paymento  made  in  the  ftinded  debt  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  paid  and  received  at  the  follow- 
ing rates,  that  is  to  say :  the  funded  debt,  bearing  an 
interest  of  six  per  centum  per  snnum,  at  the  nomi- 
nal or  par  value  thereof;  the  funded  debt  bearing  an 
interest  of  three  per  centum  per  annum,  at  the  rate 
of  sixty-five  dollars  for  every  sum  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars of  the  nominal  amount  thereof;  and  the  funded 
debt,  bearing  an  interest  of  seven  per  centum  per  an- 
num, at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  six  dollais  and 
fifty-one  centa,  for  every  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
of  the  nominal  amount  thereof;  together  with  the 
amount  of  the  interest  accrued  on  the  ssid  several 
denominations  of  funded  debt,  to  be  computed  and 
allowed  to  the  time  of  subscribing  the  same  to  the 
capital  of  the  said  bank  as  aforesud.  And  the  pay«> 
menta  of  the  said  subscriptbns  shall  be  made  and  com- 
pleted by  the  subscribers,  respectively,  at  the  times 
and  in  the  manner  following,  that  is  to  say  :  at  the 
time  of  subscribing,  there  shall  be  paid  five  dollars  on 
each  share,  in  gold  or  silver  coin  as  aforesaid,  and 
twenty-five  dollars  more,  in  coin  as  aforesaid,  or  in 
funded  debt  as  aforesaid ;  at  the  expiration  of  six  ca- 
lendar months  after  the  time  of  subscribing,  there  shall 
be  paid  the  ftirther  sum  of  Aw9  dollars  on  each  sharsy 
in  gold  or  silver  coin  as  aforesaid,  and  twenty-five 
dollars  more,  in  coin  as  aforesaid,  or  in  ftinded  debt  as 
aforesaid ;  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  calendar  months 
from  the  time  of  subscribing,  there  shall  be  paid  the 
further  sum  of  &t9  doUara  on  each  shars,  in  gold  or 
silver  coin  as  aforesaid,  and  twenty-five  dollars  more, 
in  coin  as  aforesaid,  or  in  funded  debt  as  aforesaid ; 
and  at  the  expiration  of  eighteen  calendar  months, 
there  shall  be  paid  the  further  sum  of  ten  dollars  in 
gold  or  silver  coin  as  aforesaid. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  at  the 
time  of  subscribing  to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank  as 
aforesaid,  each  and  every  subscriber  shall  deliver  to 
the  commissioners,  at  the  place  of  subscritiing,  as  well 
the  amount  of  their  subscriptions,  respectively,  in  coin 
as  aforesaid,  as  the  certificates  of  funded  debt,  for  the 
funded  debt  proportion  of  their  respective  subscriptions, 
togedier  with  a  power  of  attorney,  authorising  the  said 
commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  to  transfor  the 
said  stock  in  due  form  of  law,  to  **  the  president,  direc- 
tors, and  company,  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
of  America,"  as  soon  as  the  said  bank  shall  be  orgaa- 
ixed.  Provided,  olmnys.  That  if;  in  consequence  of 
the  apportionment  of  the  sharss  in  the  capital  of  the 
said  bank  among  the  subscribers,  in  the  case  and  in 
the  manner  hereinbefore  provided,  any  subscriber  shall 
havs  delivered  to  the  commissioners,  at  the  time  of 
subscribing,  a  greater  amount  of  gold  or  silver  coin 
and  funded  debt,  than  shall  be  necessary  to  complete 
the  paymente  for  the  share  or  sharss  to  such  auhscri- 
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ben,  apportioned  as  afbreeaid,  the  cominimioners  shall 
only  retain  so  much  of  the  said  gold  or  silver  coin,  and 
funded  debt,  as  shall  bo  necessary  to  complete  such 
payments,  and  shall  forthwith  return  the  surplus  there- 
of, on  application  for  the  same,  to  the  subscriberi  law- 
fully entitled  thereto.  And  the  commissioners,  re- 
spectively, shall  deposite  the  gold  and  silver  coin,  and 
certificates  of  public  debt,  by  them  respectively  re- 
ceived as  aforesaid,  from  the  subscribers  to  the  capi- 
tal of  the  said  bank,  in  some  place  of  secure  and  safe 
keeping,  so  that  the  same  may,  and  shall  be  specifi- 
cally delivered  and  transferred,  as  the  same  were  by 
them  respectively  received,  to  the  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  or  to  their  order,  as  soon  as  shall  be  re- 
quired after  the  organization  of  the  sud  bank.  And 
the  said  commissioners,  appointed  to  superintend  the 
subscriptions  to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank  as  afore- 
said, shall  receive  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their 
services,  respectively,  and  shall  be  allowed  all  reason* 
able  charges  and  expenses  incurred  in  the  execution 
of  their  trust,  to  be  paid  by  the  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  bank,  put  of  the  funds  thereof. 

Ssc.  5.  Jnd  be  it  further  enaeied^  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  United  States  to  pay  and  redeem  the 
funded  debt  subscribed  to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank, 
at  the  rates  aforesaid,  in  such  sums  and  at  such  times 
as  shall  be  deemed  expedient,  anything  in  any  act  or 
acts  bf  Congress  Xo  the.  contrary  thereof,  notwithstand- 
ing. And  it  shall  also  be  lawful  for  the  president,  di- 
rectors, and  company,  of  the  said  bank,  to  sell  and 
transfer,  for  gold  and  silver  coin  or  bullion,  the  funded 
debt  subscribed  to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank  as  afore- 
said :  Provided,  always.  That  they  shall  not  sell  more 
thereof  than  the  sum  of  two  millions  of  dollars  in  any 
one  Tear;  nor  sell  any  part  thereof  at  any  time  within 
the  United  States,  without  previously  giving  notice  of 
their  intention,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
offering  the  same  to  the  United  States  at  the  current 
price,  not  exceeding  the  rates  aforesaid. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  at  the 
opening  of  the  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  the 
said  bank,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  sub- 
scribe, or  cause  to  be  subscribed,  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  the  said  number  of  seven  thousand 
shares,  amounting  to  seven  millions  of  dollars,  as  afore- 
said, to  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  or  Treasury 
notes,  or  in  stock  of  the  United  States,  bearing  interest 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  in  seven 
equal  annual  payments  of  one  million  of  dollars  each, 
the  first  whereof  shall  be  made  at,  or  as  nearly  as  con- 
Tenientiy  may  be  after,  the  opening  of  the  said  sub- 
scriptions: Provided,  a/toa^s,.That  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  PrMident  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
consent  of  the  president,  directors,  and  company  of 
the  said  bank,  to  anticipate  and  pay  in  advance,  all 
or  any  of  the  said  annual  payments,  at  such  times, 
and  in  such  manner,  as  shall  be  mutually  stipulated 
and  agreed. 

Sac.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
select  and  designate  the  mpde  of  paying  for  the  said 
subscription  of  the  United  States,  to  the  capital  of  the 
said  bank  as  aforesaid.  And  if  payment  thereof,  or  of 
any  part  thereof  be  made  in  pnblic  stock,  bearing  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  as 
aforesaid,  the  said  interest  shall  be  payable  quarterly, 
to  commence  firom  the  tiine  of  making  soch  payment 


on  account  of  the  said  subscriptions,  and  the  principal 
of  the  said  stock  shall  be  redeemable  in  any  sums,  and 
at  any  periods  which  the  Government  shall  deem  fit. 
And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  cause  the  certificates  of  such  public  stock  to  be 
prepared,  and  made  in  the  usual  form,  and  shall  pay 
and  deliver  the  same  to  the  president,  directors,  and 
company  of  the  said  bank,  at  or  as  soon  as  conveni- 
entiy  msy  be  after,  the  time  and  times,  hereinbefore 
prescribed  for  the  payment  of  the  said  subscription  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank  as 
aforesaid ;  or  at  such  other  time  and  times  as  may  be 
agreed  upon  in  pursuance  of  the  autl^ority  heieinbe- 
fore  gheo,  to  anticipate  the  payments  of  the  said  sub- 
scription as  aforesaid.  And  if  payment  of  the  said 
subscription  of  the  United  States  to  the  capital  of  the 
said  bank  as  aforesaid,  or  of  any  part  thereof,  shall  be 
made  in  Treasury  notes,  such  Treasury  notes  shall  not 
bear  interest,  but  shall  pass  by  endorsement,  or  by  de- 
livery, for  such  sum,  to  be  specified  on  the  face  tnere- 
of,  respectively,  as  the  Secretary  of  (he  Treasury,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
shaH  direct;  and  shall  be  receivable  in  all  payments  to 
the  United  States,  and  in  all  payments  to  the  presi- 
dent, directors,  and  company,  of  the  said  bank.  And 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall,  from'  time  to  time, 
cause  the  said  Treasury  notes  to  be  prepared,  and  shall 
pay  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  president,  directors, 
and  company,  of  the  said  bank,  at  or  as  soon  as  con- 
venienUy  may  be  after,  the  time  and  times  hereinbe- 
fore prescribed,  for  the  payment  of  the  said  subscrip- 
tion of  the  United  States,  t9  the  capital  of  the  said 
bank  as  aforesaid  ;  or  at  such  other  time  and  times  as 
may  be  agreed  upon,  in  pursuance  of  the  authority 
hereinbefore  given,  to  anticipate  the  payments  of  the 
said  subscription  as  aforesaid.  And  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  for  the  president, 
directors,  and  company,  of  the  said  bank,  to  issue,  and 
reissue,  at  their  par  value,  such  of  the  said  Treasury 
notes  as  shall  be  received  in  payments  by  the  United 
States,  or  by  the  said  bank,  respectively,  as  aforesaid : 
Provided,  always.  That  the  United  Sutes  may  at  any 
time  redeem  and  cancel  the  said  Treasniy  notes,  or  any 
psri  thereof,  while  the  same  shall  be  in  the  possession 
of  the  said  bank  as  the  property  thereof:  Andprovi- 
defl,  aiao.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  out  of  the  said  Treasury  notes  received 
in  payments  to  the  United  States,  as  aforesaid,  to 
cause  a  portion  thereof  to  be  cancelled  yearly,  and 
every  year,  so  that  the  whole  amount  issued  may  be 
redeemed  and  cancelled  on  or  before  the  expiration  of 
eight  years  from  the  time  of  opening  the  subscription 
to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank  as  aforesaid. 

Sac.  8.  Andbe  it  further  tna^cd.  That  if  any  per- 
son shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or  cause 
or  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited, 
or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  folsely  making,  forging,  or 
counterfeiting,  any  note  in  imitation  of,  or  purporting 
to  be  a  Treasury  note  as  aforesaid ;  or  shall  falsely 
alter,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  folsely  altered,  or  will- 
ingly aid  or  assist  in  falsely  altering,  any  Treasury 
note  issued  as  aforesaid;  or  shall  pass,'  ntter,  or 
publish  as  true,  any  faJse,  forged,  or  counterfeit 
note,  purporting  to  be  a  Treasury  note  as  afore- 
said, knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely  made,  forged, 
or  counterfeited ;  or  shall  pass*  utter,  or  publiab,  or 
attempt  to  pass,  utter,  or  publish  as  true,  any  falsely 
altered  Treasury  note  issued  as  aforesaid,  knowing  the 
same  to  be  folsely  altered;  or  shall  be,  direetiy  or  in- 
directly, knowingly  concerned  in  any  of  the  ofSmoes 
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•foranid,  eveiy  sach  penon  ■hall  be  deemed  and  ad- 
iadged  guilty  of  feloDj ;  and  being  thereof  convicted 
by  dae  course  of  law,  shall  be  aentenoed  to  be  im- 
priioned,  and  kept  to  hard  labor,  for  a  period  not  less 
than  three  years,  nor  more  than  ten  years,  and  be 
fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars. 

8xc.  9.  And  be  ii  further  enaeUd,  That  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  said  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  their  successors  and  assigns,  shall  be,  and  are 
hereby,  created  a  corporation  and  body  politic,  by  the 
name  and  style  of  *'  The  President,  Directors,  and 
Company,  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,'*  and  shall 
so  continue  until  the  third  day  of  March,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  by  that 
name  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  made  able  and  capable, 
in  law,  to  have,  purdiase,  receive,  possess,  enjoy,  and 
retain,  to  them  and  their  successors,  lands,  rents,  tene- 
ments, hereditaments,  goods,  chattels,  and  efiects,  of 
whataoever  kind,  nature,  and  quality,  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding,  in  the  wholes  fifiy-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, including  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  afore- 
said ;  and  the  same  to  sell,  grant,  demise,  alien  or  dis- 
pose  of;  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded, 
•newer  and  be  answeiedf  defend  and  be  defended,  in 
all  courts  and  plaoes  whatsoever ;  and  also  to  make, 
have,  and  use  a  conunon  seali  and  the  same  to  break, 
alter,  and  renewt  at  their  pleasure;  and  also  to  or- 
dain* establish,  and  put  in  execution  such  by-laws  and 
ordinances  and  regulations  as  they  shall  deem  neces- 
aaiy  and  convenient  for  the  government  of  the  said 
oofporation,  not  being  contrary  to  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States ;  and  generally  to  do  and 
execute  all  and  singular  the  acts,  matters,  and  things 
which  to  them  it  ^all  wt  may  appertain  to  do ;  sub- 
ject, nevertheless^  to  the  rules,  regulations,  restric- 
tions, limitations,  and  provisions,  hereinaAer  preacribed 
anddeclaied. 

Sac.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
management  of  the  affiurs  of  the  said  corporation, 
there  shall  be  twenty-five  director*,  five  of  whom  shall 
be  annually  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales;,  by  and  with  the  advice  and^  consent  of  the 
Senate,  and  twentf  of  whom  shall  be  aiinually  elected 
at  the  banking  house  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on 
the  first  Monday  of  January,  in  each  year,  by  the 
<|ualified  stockholders  of  the  capital  of  the  said  bank, 
and  by  a  plurality  of  votes  then  and  there  actually 
given,  according  to  the  ecale  of  voting  hereinafter  pre- 
aciibed.  And  the  directon^  so  duly  appointed  and 
elected*  ahall  be  capable  of  serving,  by  virtue  of  such 
appointment  and  choicOf  from  the  first  Monday  in  the 
month  of  Jamary  of  each  year,  until  the  end  and  ex* 
piration  of  the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of  January 
of  the  year  next  enauing  the  time  of  each  annual  elec- 
tion to  be  held  by  the  atockholders  as  aforesaid.  And 
the  board  of  directors,  annually,  at  the  first  meeting 
after  their  election  in  each  and  every  year*  shall  pro- 
oeed  to  elect  one  oi  the  five  directors  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  be  priosident  of  the 
corporation,  who  shall  hold  the  said  office  during  the 
aame  neriod  for  which  the  directors  are  appointed  and 
elected  as  aforesaid :  Provided^  alwaye.  That  the  firat 
appointment  and  election  of  the  directors  and  preaident 
of  the  said  bank  shall  be  at  the  time  and  for  the  period 
hereinafter  declared :  And  promdedt  alio,  That  in  caee 
it  should  at  any  time  happen  that  an  appointment  or 
election  of  directors,  or  an  election  of  the  president  of 
the  said  bank,  should  not  be  so  made  as  to  take  effect 
on  any  day  when,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  they  ought 
to  take  effect,  the  said  corporation  shall  not,  for  that 


cause,  be  deemed  to  be  dissolved ;  but  it  shall  be  law- 
fill,  at  any  other  time,  to  make  such  appointmenta, 
and  to  hold  such  elections,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  and 
the  manner  of  holding  the  elections  shall  be  regu- 
lated by  the  by-laws  uui  ordinances  of  the  said  cor- 
poration ;  and  until  such  appointments  or  elections  be 
made,  the  directors  and  president  of  the  said  bank, 
for  the  time  being,  shall  continue  in  office :  Andpro- 
videdf  aUOf  That  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or 
removal  of  the  president  of  the  said  corporation,  the 
directors  shall  proceed  to  elect  another  president  firom 
the  directors  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  aforesaid  ;  and  in  case  of  the  death,  resigna* 
tion,  or  absence  from  the  United  Sutes,  or  removal,  of 
a  director  from  office,  the  vacancy  ahall  be  sumilied  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  by  the  atockp 
holders,  as  the  case  may  be.  But  the  President  of  the 
United  States  alone  shall  have  power  to  remove  the 
president  of  the  bank,  or  any  of  the  directors  appointed 
by  him  as  aforesaid. 

Sac.  1 1.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  as  soon  as 
the  sum  of  eight  millions  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, in  geld  and  silver  coin,  and  in  the  public  debt, 
shall  have  been  actually  received  on  account  of  the 
subscriptions  to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank,  (exclu- 
sively of  the  subscription  aforeaaid,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,)  notice  thereof  shall  be  given  by  the 
persons  under  whoee  superintendence  the  subscriptaona 
shall  have  been  made  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  at 
least  two  newspapeiB  minted  in  each  of  the  places, 
(if  so  many  be  printed  at  auch  plaoes  respectively,) 
when  subscriptions  shall  have  been  madc^  and  the 
aaid  persons  shall,  at  tho  same  time,  and  in  like  man- 
ner, notify  a  time  and  place  within  the  said  city  of 
Philadelphia,  at  the  distance  of  at  leaat  tlurtar  days 
from  the  time  of  auch  notification,  for  proceemng  to 


the  election  of  twenty  directors  aa  aforesaid,  and  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  auch  election  to  be  then  and  theie 
made.  And  the  Preeident  of  the  United  States  is 
heroby  authorized,  during  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, to  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  five  directors  of  the 
said  bank ;  and  the  persons  who  shall  be  elected  and 
appointed  as  aforesaid,  ahall  be  the  first  directors  of 
the  said  bank,  and  shall  proceed  to  elect  one  of  the 
five  directors  appointed  by  the  Preaident  of  the  United 
States  aa  aforesaid,  to  be  preaident  of  the  said  bank ; 
and  the  directors  and  president  of  the  said  bank,  ao 
appointed  and  elected  aa  aforesaid,  shall  be  capable  of 
serving  in  their  respective  offices,  by  virtue  thereof^ 
until  Uie  end  and  expiration  of  the  first  Monday  of  the 
month  of  January  next  ensuing  the  said  appoints 
ments  and  elections ;  and  they  shall  then  and  thence- 
forth conunence  and  continue  the  operations  of  the 
said  bank,  at  the  citjr  of  Philadelphia. 

Sac.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  direc- 
tors for  the  time  being  shall  have  power  to  appoint 
such  officers,  clerks,  and  servants  under  them,  as  shall 
be  necessary  for  executing  the  business  of  the  said 
corporation,  and  to  allow  them  such  compensation  for 
th^  services,  respectively,  as  shall  be  reasonable; 
and  shall  be  capable  of  exercising  such  other  powers 
an4  authorities,  for  the  well  governing  and  ordering  of 
the  officers  of  the  said  coiporation,  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed, fixed,  and  determued  by  the  law%  regula- 
tions, and  ordinances  of  the  same. 

Sac.  13.  Andbe  it  further  enactedfThui  the  foUow' 
ing  rules,  restrictions,  limitations,  and  provisions  shall 
form  and  be  fundamental  articles  of  the  constitution  of 
the  said  corporation^  to  wit : 
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1.  The  niifnber  of  votes  to  which  the  stockholden 
afatll  bo  eotitlod,  in  voting  for  direetort,  shall  be  ao> 
oordiiig  to  the  number  of  sharee  be,  ihe,  or  they,  re- 
■peetiTely,  shall  hold,  in  the  propoitioas  following, 
tiiat  is  to  say :  for  one  share,  and  not  more  than  two 
shares,  one  vote ;  for  every  two  slkres  above  two,  and 
not  exceeding  ten,  one  vote;  for  every  four  shares 
aSwve  ten,  and  not  exceeding  Ihirty,  one  vote;  for 
every  six  shares  above  thirty,  and  not  exceeding  utty^ 
one  vote ;  for  every  eight  shares  diove  sixty,  and  net 
exceeding  one  handred,  one  vote ;  and  for  every  ten 
shares  al^ve  one  handred,  one  vote;  bnt  no  person, 
copartnership,  or  body  pofitic,  shaU  be  entitled  to  a 
greater  munber  than  thirty  voles;  and  aftec  the  first 
election  no  share  or  shares  shall  confer  a  right  of  vo- 
ting, which  shall  not  have  been  holden  three  calendar 
months  previous  to  the  day  of  election.  And  stock- 
holders  actuaUy  resident  within  the  United  States^  and 
none  other,  may  vote  in  elections  by  proxy.  But  no 
person  shall  give,  in  the  whole,  a  greater  number  of 
votes,  as  proxy,  and  in  his  own  right,  than  he  would 
be  entitled  to  give  in  his  own  right  only,  according  (o 
the  pioportion  of  voting  hereinafter  [^scribed. 

5.  Kot  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  directors 
elected  by  the  stockholders,  and  not  more  than  fonr^ 
Afihe  of  the  directors  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  who  shall  be  in  office  at  the  time  of  an 
annual  election,  shall  be  elected  or  appoinied  for  the 
next  succeeding  year ;  but  the  director  who  shall  be 
the  president  at  the  time  of  an  election  may  always  be 
reappointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States^  and 
be  re-Mected  president  of  the  bank  by  the  directen 
tliereof. 

8.  None  but  a  resident  citizen  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  a  director,  nor  shall  a  director  be  entitled  to 
any  emolument,  but  the  stockholders  may  make  such 
compensation  to  the  president,  for  his  extraordinaiy 
•tteodanoe  at  the  bank,  as  shall  ippear  to  them  rea- 
•onable. 

4.  Not  less  than  seven  directors  shall  constitute  a 
board  (or  the  transaction  of  business,  of  whom  the 
president  shall  always  be  one,  except  in  case  of  sick* 
neas  or  necessary  absence,  in  which  case  his  place  may 
be  supplied  by  any  other  director  whom  be^  by  writing, 
under  his  hand,  ahall  depute  for  that  puipofo*  And 
^  director  so  deputed  may  do  and  transact  all  the 
necessary  business  bdonging  to  the  office  of  the  pres- 
ident of  the  said  corporation,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  sicknees  or  necessary  absence  of  the  president. 

6.  A  number  of  stockholders,  not  less  than  sixty, 
who,  together,  shall  be  proprietors  of  one  thousand 
shares  or  upwards,  shall  have  power  at  any  time  to 
call  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders^  for  pur- 
poses relative  to  the  institution,  giving  at  least  ten 
weeks'  notice  in  two  public  newspapers  of  the  place 
'whete  the  bank  is  seated,  and  speeil^ing  in  such  no- 
tice the  object  or  objects  of  such  meeting. 

6.  Eacb  cashier  or  treasurer,  before  he  enters  upon 
the  duties  of  hii  office,  shall  be  rcf  nired  to  give  bond, 
with  two  or  more  sueties,  to  the  satisfoction  of  the 
dbectors,  in  a  sum  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, with  a  condition  for  his  good  behaviour,  and  the 
foithfol  performance  of  his  duties  to  the  corporation. 

7.  The  lands,  tenements^  and  hereditaments,  which 
it  shall  be  lawfiil  for  the  said  corporation  to  hold,  shall 
be  only  such  as  shall  be  requisite  for  its  immediate 
accommodation  in  relation  to  the  convenient  transact- 
mg  of  its  business,  and  such  as  ahall  have  been  bona 
.A^fe  mortgaged  to  it  by  way  of  security,  or  conveyed 


to  it  in  satislactien  of  debts  previously  contracted  in 
the  course  of  its  dealings,  or  purchased  at  sales,  upon 
judgments  which  shall  have  been  obtainttl  for  such 
deblB.  ^ 

8.  The  total  amount  of  debts  which  the  said  corpo- 
ration shall  at  any  time  owe,  whether  by  bond,  biU^ 
note,  or  other  contract,  over  and  above  the  debt  or 
debts  doe  for  money  deposited  in  the  bank,  shall  not 
exceed  the  sum  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  unless  the 
contracting  of  anv  greater  debt  shall  have  been  pre- 
viously authorised  by  a  law  of  the  United  States.  In 
case  of  excess,  the  dkectors  under  whose  admimstra- 
tion  it  shall  happen,  shall  be  liable  for  the  same  in 
their  natural  and  private  ca|iacities ;  and  an  action  of 
debt  may  in  such  case  be  brought  against  than,  or 
any  of  them,  their  or  any  of  their  heirs,  execntors,  or 
administrators,  in  any  court  of  record  of  the  United 
States,  or  either  of  them,  by  any  creditor  or  creditors 
of  the  said  corporation,  and  may  be  prosecuted  to  judg- 
ment and  execution,  any  condition,  covenant,  or 
agreement  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  But  this 
provision  shall  not  be  construed  to  exempt  the  said 
corporation,  or  the  lands,  tenements,  goods,  or  chat- 
tels of  the  same,  from  being  also  liable  for,  and  cbaige- 
able  with,  the  said  excess. 

Such  of  the  said  directors,  who  may  have  been  ab- 
sent when  the  said  excess  was  contracted  or  created, 
ot  who  may  have  dissented  from  the  resolution  or  act 
whereby  the  same  was  so  contracted  or  created,  may 
reflectively  exonerate  themselves  from  being  so  liable, 
by  forthwith  giving  notice  of  the  fact,  and  of  their  ab- 
sence or  dissent,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States^ 
and  to  the  stockholden,  at  a  general  meeting,  which 
they  shall  have  power  to  call  for  that  purpose. 

9.  The  said  corporation  shall  not,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, deal  or  trade  in  anything  except  bills  of  ex- 
change, gold  or  silver  bullion,  or  in  the  sale  of  goods 
really  and  truly  pledged  for  money  lent  and  not  re- 
deemed in  due  time,  or  goods  which  shall  be  the  pro- 
ceeds of  its  lands.  It  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to  pur- 
chase any  public  debt  whatsoever ;  nor  shall  it  take 
more  than  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum 
for  or  upon  its  loans  or  diseounts. 

10.  No  loan  shall  be  made  by  the  said  corporation 
for  the  use  or  on  account  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  to  an  amount  exceeding  iye  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  or  of  any  particular  State  to  an 
amount  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars,  or  of  any 
foreign  prince  or  State,  unless  previously  authorized 
by  a  law  of  the  United  States. 

11.  The  stock  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  as- 
signable and  transferable  according  to  such  rules  as 
shall  be  instituted  in  that  behalf,  by  the  laws  and 
ordinance^  of  the  some. 

13.  The  bills  obligatory  and  of  credit,  under  the  seal 
of  the  ssid  corporation,  which  shall  be  made  to  anj  , 
person  or  persons,  shall  be  assignable  by  endonement 
thereupon,  under  the  hand  or  hands  of  such  person 
or  persons^  and  his,  her,  or  their  executors  or  admin- 
istraton,  and  oi  his  or  their  assignee  or  assignees,  and 
so  as  absolutely  to  transfer  and  vest  the  property 
thereof  in  each  and  eveiy  assignee  or  assignees  suc- 
cessivelyj  and  to  enable  such  assignee  or  assignees^ 
and  his,  her,  or  their  executors  or  adminiBtrators,  to 
maintain  an  action  thereupon  in  his,  her,  or  their  own 
name  or  names.  And  the  bills  or  notes  which  may 
be  issued  by  order  of  the  said  corporation,  signed  by 
the  president,  and  countersigned  by  the  principal 
cashier  or  treasurer  thereof,  promising  the  payment  of 
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money  to  any  penon  or  penons.  his,  her,  or  their 
order,  or  to  bearer,  although  not  under  the  aeai  of  the 
•aid  corporation,  shall  be  binding  and  obligatory  upon 
the  same,  m  like  manner,  and  with  like  force  and 
effect,  as  upon  any  piivate  person  or  penons,  if  issued 
by  him,  her,  or  them,  in  his,  her,  or  their  priTato  or 
natural  capacity  or  capacities,  and  shall  be  assignable 
and  negotiable  in  like  manner  as  if  they  were  so 
issued  by  such  private  person  or  persons,  that  is  to 
say :  those  which  shall  be  payable  to  any  person  or 
persons,  his,  her,  or  their  order,  shall  be  assignable  by 
endorsement,  in  like  manner,  and  with  the  like  efiect 
as  foreign  bills  of  exchange  now  are ;  and  thoee  which 
are  payable  to  bearer  shall  be  assignable  and  nego- 
tiable by  deliveiy  only. 

13.  Half  yearly  dividends  shall  be  made  of  so  much 
of  the  profite  of  the  bank  as  shall  appear  to  the  direc- 
tors advisable ;  and  once  in  every  three  years  the  di- 
rectors shall  lay  before  the  stockholders,  at  a  general 
meeting,  for  their  information,  an  exact  and  particular 
statement  of  the  debts  which  shall  have  remained  un- 
paid, after  the  expiration  of  the  original  credit,  for  a 
period  of  treble  the  term  of  that  credit,  and  of  the  sur- 
plus of  the  profits^  if  any,  after  deducting  loises  and 
dividends.  If  there  shall  be  a  failure  in  the  payment 
of  any  part  of  any  sum  subscribed  to  the  capital  of  the 
said  bank,  by  any  penon,  copartnenhip,  or  body  pol- 
itic, the  party  filing  shall  lose  the  benefit  of  any  divi- 
dend which  may  have  accured  prior  to  the  time  for 
making  such  payment,  and  during  the  delay  of  the 
same. 

14.  The  direcUMTs  of  the  said  corporation  shall  es- 
tablish a  competent  office  of  discount  and  deposite  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  whenever  any  law  of  the 
United  States  shall  require  such  an  establishment; 
and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  directon  of  the  said  cor- 
poration to  establish  offices  wheresoever  they  shall 
think  fit,  within  the  United  States  or  the  Territories 
thereof^  and  to  commit  the  management  of  the  said 
offices,  and  the  husiness  thereof,  respectively,  to  such 
persons,  and  under  such  regulations^  as  they  shaH 
deem  proper,  not  being  contrary  to  law  or  the  consti- 
tution of  the  bank.  Or,  instesid  of  establishing  such 
offices,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  directon  of  the  said 
oorporation,  from  time  to  time  to  employ  any  other 
bank  or  banks,  to  be  fint  approved  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  at  any  place  or  places  that  they  may 
deem  safe  and  proper,  to  manage  and  transact  the 
business  proposed,  as  aforesidd,  to  be  managed  and 
transacted  by  such  offices,  under  such  agreements^  and 
aubject  to  auch  regulations  as  they  shall  deem  just  and 
proper.  Thirteen  managen  or  directors,  of  every 
office  established  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  annually  ap- 
pointed by  the  directon  of  the  bank,  to  serve  one  year ; 
they  shall  choose  a  president  from  their  own  number, 
each  of  them  shall  be  a  citixen  of  the  United  Statea, 
and  not  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  said  managen 
or  directon,  in  office  at  the  time  of  an  annual  ap- 
pointment, shall  be  reappointed  for  the  next  succeed- 
mg  year;  but  the  president  may  be  always  reap- 
pointed. 

15.  The  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  States  shall  be  furnished,  from 
time  to  time,  as  often  as  he  may  requira,  not  exceed- 
ing once  a  week,  with  statements  of  the  amount  of 
the  capital  stock  of  the  said  corpontion,  and  of  the 
debts^  due  to  the  same;  of  the  moneys  deposited 
therein ;  of  the  notes  in  circulaUon ;  and  of  the  specie 
in  hand ;  and  shall  have  a  right  to  inspect  such  gen- 


eral accounts  in  the  books  of  the  bank  as  shall  relate 
to  the  said  statement :  Prwided,  That  this  shall  not 
be  construed  to  imply  a  right  of  inspecting  the  account 
of  any  private  individnal  or  individuals  with  the  bank. 
Sac.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  the 
said  oorporation,  or  any  person  or  persons,  for,  or  to 
the  use  of  the  samc^  shali  deal  or  tnde  in  buying  or 
selling  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  commodities, 
whatsoever,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  all 
and  every  penon  and  persons,  by  whom  any  order  or 
direction  for  so  dealing  or  tnding,  ahall  have  been 
given;  and  all  and  every  person  and  persons  who 
shall  have  been  concerned  as  parties  or  agents  therein^ 
ahall  foriSrit  and  lose  treble  the  value  of  the  goods» 
wares,  merchandises,  and  commodities,  in  which  such 
dealing  and  trade  ahall  have  been*  one-half  thereof  to 
the  use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  thereof  to 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  to  be  recovered  in  any 
action  of  law,  with  costs  of  suit 

Sac.  16.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  if  the 
said  corporation  shall  advance,  or  lend  any  sum  of 
money,  for  the  use,  or  on  account  of  the  G<^emmenl 
of  the  United  States,  to  an  amount  exceeding  five 
hundred  thousand  dollan ;  or  of  any  particular  Stale, 
to  an  amount  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollan;  or  <tf 
any  fonign  prinoe  or  State,  (unless  previously  author- 
ixed  thereto  by  a  law  of  the  United  Sutes,)  all  and 
every  penon  and  persons,  by  and  with  whose  ordert 
agreement,  consent,  approbation,  and  connivance, 
such  unlawfiil  advance  or  loan  shall  have  been  made, 
upon  conviction  thereof  diall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every 
such  offiBnoe,  treble  the  value  or  amount  of  the  aum  ot 
sums  which  have  been  so  unlawfully  advanced  or 
lent,  one-fiftti  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and 
the  reaidue  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Sxc.  16.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted.  That  the  bills 
or  notes  of  the  said,  corpontion,  originally  made  pay- 
able, or  Which  shall  have  become  payable,  on  demand^ 
shall  be  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the  United 
States,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  act  of  Congress. 

Sxc.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  during 
the  continuance  of  this  act,  and  whenever  required 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  said  oorporation 
shall  give  the  necessary  fiicilitiee  for  transferring  the 
public  funds  from  place  to  place,  and  for  distributing 
the  same  in  payment  of  the  public  creditors^  withool 
charging  commissions,  or  dauning  allowance,  on  ao- 
count  of  difference  of  exchange,  and  ahall  also  do  and 
perform  the  several  and  respeotive  duties  of  the  oora- 
misaionen  of  loans  for  the  several  Stales,  or  of  any  one 
or  mora  of  them,  at  the  times,  in  the  manner,  and 
upon  the  terms,  praecribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

Sic.  18.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
corpontion  shall  not,  at  any  time,  auspend,  or  reflise 
to  pay,  the  notes  thereof,  in  gold  or  sUver  coin,  upon 
demand,  according  to  the  contract  and  promise  ofsudi 
notes :  Provided  ahoaye,  neeertheteae^  That  upon  the 
ropresentetion  of  the  said  corporation.  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  authorise  the  suspension  or  refusal 
aforesaid,  for  a  time  te  be  limited  by  law ;  and  that 
during  the  recess  of  Congress  it  shall  be  lawful  for  tha 
President  of  the  United  States,  upon  a  like  represents^ 
tion,  to  authoriie  such  suspension  for  a  term  which 
shall  not  exceed  six  weeks  after  the  opening  of  the 
next  ensuing  session  of  Congress. 

Ssc.  19.  And  be  it  further  enaOed,  That  in  oonsid« 
oration  of  the  exclusive  privileges  and  benefite  con* 
fiBRed  by  this  act,  npon  the  said  bank,  the  Pnndeiit 


505 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


506 


January,  1816. 


Bank  tf  the  VkUed  QUUu. 


H.  ovR. 


Directors,  and  Company  thereof,  shall  pay  to  the  Uni*> 
trd  States,  oat  of  the  corporate  fands  thereof,  the  snm 
of  one  miUion  and  6ve  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in 
flireo  equal  payments,  that  is  to  say :  fi^e  hundred 
thousand  dollars  at  the  expiration  of  two  years,  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  at  the  expiration  of  three 
years,  and  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  at  the  expi- 
ration of  four  years,  after  the  said  bank  shall  be  or- 
ganised and  eommenee  ita  operations,  in  the  manner 
hereinbefore  provided. 

8ic.  80.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  no  other 
bank  shall  be  established  by  any  future  law  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  continuaBce  of  the  corpora- 
tion hereby  created,  for  whidi  the  foith  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  pledged:  Frooided,  Congress  may 
fenew  existing  charters  for  banks  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  not  increasing  the  capital  thereof;  and  may 
grant  charters,  if  they  deem  it  expedient,  to  Any  bank- 
ing associations  now  in  operation  in  the  said  District, 
and  renew  the  same,  not  inoeasing  the  capital  there- 
oC  And,  notwithstanding  the  expiration  of  the  term 
for  which  the  said  corporation  ia  created,  it  shall  be 
lawfol  to  use  the  corporate  name,  style,  and  capacity, 
for  the  purpose  of  suits,  for  the  final  settlement  and 
Hqnidation  of  the  afibira  and  accounts  of  tbe  corpora;> 
tion,  and  for  the  sale  and  diaposition  of  their  estate, 
real,  personal,  and  mixed  ;  but  not  for  any  other  pur- 
pose, or  in  any  other  manner  whataoever,  nor  for  a 
period  exceeding  two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the 
aaid  term  of  incorporation. 

AeeompaoyiDg  the  biirwas  ihe  followiDs  let- 
ter, and  plan  of  a  National  Bank,  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  tbe  Treasury : 

TnsASVBT  DavAaTxiKT,  Dee.  24, 18L6. 

Sim :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter,  dated  the  23d  instant,  informing  me 
^  that  the  committee  on  so  much  of  the  President's 
llessage  as  relates  to  the  national  currency  had  deter- 
mined that  a  National  Bank  is  the  most  certain  means 
•f  restoring  to  the  nation  a  specie  circulation,*'  and 
had  directed  yoo  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  this  Depart- 
ment on  the  following  points : 

Ist  Tbe  amount  and  composition  of  the  capital  of 
the  bank. 

2d.  The  government  of  the  bank. 

3d.  The  privileges  and  duties  of  the  bank. 

4th.  The  organisation  and  operation  of  the  bank. 

6th.  The  bonua  to  be  required  for  the  charter  of  the 
bank. 

6th.  The  measures  which  may  aid  the  bank  in  com- 
mencing and  maintaining  its  operations  in  specie. 

It  afibrds  much  satisfoction  to  find  that  the  poli^  of 
establishing  a  National  Bank  has  received  the  sanction 
of  the  committee,  and  the  decision,  in  this  respect, 
renders  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  comparative  ex- 
amination of  the  superior  advantages  of  such  an  insti- 
tution for  the  attainment  of  the  objects  contemplated 
hj  the  Legislature.  Referring,  therefore,  to  the  out- 
line of  a  National  Bank,  which  is  subjoined  to  this 
letter,  as  the  result  of  an  attentive  consideratfon  be- 
stowed upon  the  subjects  of  your  inquiry,  I  proceed, 
with  deference  and  respect,  to  ofier  some  explanation 
of  the  principles  upon  which  the  system  is  founded. 

I.  It  is  proposed  that,  under  a  charter  for  twenty 
years,  the  capital  of  the  National  Bank  shall  amount 
to  $35,000,000;  that  Congress  shall  retain  the  power 
to  raise  it  to  950,000,000,  and  that  it  shall  consiet 
three-quarters  of  public  stock,  and  one-quarter  of  gold 
iBd-alver. 


1st  V^k  respeei  to  the  amowni  of  the  oapUaL^^ 
The  services  to  be  performed  by  the  capital  of  tho 
bank  are  important,  various,  and  extensive.  They 
will  be  required  though  a  period  almost  as  long  aa  is 
usually  assigned  to  a  generation.  They  will  be  r^ 
quired  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Government,  ia 
the  collection  and  distribution  of  its  revenue,  aa  well 
as  for  the  uses  of  commerce,  agriculture,  manufoctnres, 
and  the  arts,  throughout  the  Union.  They  will  be 
required  to  restore  and  maintain  the  national  currency ; 
and,  in  abort,  they  will  be  required,  under  every 
change  of  eireumstanees,  in  a  season  of  war,  as  well  as 
in  the  season  of  peace,  for  the  ctrenlatlon  of  the  n^ 
tional  wealth,  whtth  augments  with  a  rapidity  beyimd 
the  reach  of  ordinary  cJeulation. 

In  the  performance  of  these  national  services  the 
local  and  incidental  co-operation  of  the  State  banks 
may  undoubtedly  be  expected ;  but  it  is  the  object  of 
the  present  measure  to  create  an  independent,  though 
not  a  discordant,  institution ;  and  while  the  (Govern* 
ment  is  granting  a  monopoly  for  twenty  years,  it 
would  seem  to  be  improvident  and  dangerous  to  rely 
upon  gratuitous  or  casual  aide  for  the  enjoyment  ii 
those  benefits,  which  can  be  efiectually  secured  by 
positive  stipulation. 

Nor  is  it  believed  that  any  public  inconvenience  can 
possibly  apse  firom  the  proposed  amount  of  the  capital 
of  the  bank  with  its  augmentable  quality.  The 
amount  may,  indeed,  be  a  clog  upon  the  profits  of  the 
institution,  but  it  can  never  be  employed  for  any  inju- 
rious purpose,  (not  even  for  the  purpose  of  discount 
accommodation  beyond  the  fair  demand,)  without  an 
abuse  of  trust,  which  cannot,  in  candor,  be  anticipated, 
or  which,  if  anticipated,  may  be  made  an  object  of 
penal  responsibility. 

The  competition  which  exists  at  present  among  the 
State  banks  will,  it  is  true,  be  extanaed  to  the  National 
Bank;  but  competition  does  not  imply  hostility.  Tlie 
commercial  interests  and  the  personal  associations  of 
the  stockholders  will  generallv  be  the  same  in  the 
Sute  banks  and  in  the  National  Bank.  The  directors 
of  both  institutions  will  naturally  be  taken  from  the 
same  class  of  citizens.  And  experience  haa  shown 
not  only  the  policy,  but  the  existence  of  those  sympa- 
thies by  which  the  intercourse  of  a  National  Bank 
and  the  State  banks  has  been,  and  alwaya  ought  to  be, 
regulated,  for  their  common  credit  and  security.  At 
the  present  crisis  it  will  be  peculiarly  incumbent  upon 
the  National  Bank,  as  well  as  the  Treasury,  to  condl- 
iate  the  State  banks;  to  confide  to  them,  liberally,  a 
participation  in  the  deposites  of  public  revenue,  and 
to  encourage  them  in  every  reasonable  efiTort  to  resume 
the  payment  of  their  notes  in  coin.  But,  independent  of 
these  considerations,  it  is  to  be  recollected  that  when 
portions  of  the  capital  of  the  National  Bank  ahall  be 
tranaferred  to  its  branches^  the  amount  invested  in 
each  branch  will  not,  probably,  exceed  the  amount  of 
the  capital  of  any  of  the  principal  State  banks,  and 
will  certainly  be  leas  than  Uie  amount  of  the  combined 
capital  of  the  State  banks,  operating  in  any  of  the 
principal  commercial  cities.  The  whole  number  of 
the  banking  establishments  ia  the  United  Statea  may 
be  stated  at  two  hundred  and  sixty,  and  the  aggregate 
amount  of  their  capitals  may  be  estimated  at  eighty 
millions  of  dollars ;  but  the  services  of  the  Nationid 
Bank  are  also  required  in  every  State  and  Territory, 
and  the  capital  propoaed  is  thirty*five  milliona,  of 
which  only  one-fourth  part  will  oonaiat  of  gold  and 
silver. 
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2d.  WUh  raped  to  ike  eompontion  of  the  capital  of 
the  banku — Then  does  not  prevail  much  diversity  of 
opinion  upon  the  propoeition  to  form  a  compound 
capital  for  the  National  Bank,  pulljf  of  public  stock, 
and  partly  of  cmn.  The  proportions  now  suggested 
appear  also  to  be  free  from  any  important  objections, 
tinder  all  the  regulations  of  the  charter,  it  is  believed 
that  the  amount  of  gold  and  silver  required  will  afibrd 
an  adequate  supply  for  eommencing  and  continuing 
the  payments  of  the  bank  in  current  coin ;  while  the 
power  which  the  bank  will  possess  to  convert  its  stock 
portion  of  capital  into  buIUon  or  coin,  from  time  to 
time,  is  ealculated  to  provide  for  any  probable  aug- 
■Mntation  of  the  demand.  This  olject  being  suffi- 
ciently secured,  the  cental  of  the  bank  is  next  to  be 
employed,  in  perfect  consistency  with  the  general  in- 
terests and  safety  of  the  institution,  to  raise  the  value 
of  the  public  securities,  by  withdrawing  almost  one- 
£Ah  of  the  amount  from  the  ordinary  stock  market. 
Nor  will  the  bank  be  allowed  to  expose  the  public  to 
Che  danger  o(  a  depreciation,  by  returning  any  part  of 
the  stock  to  the  market,  until  it  has  been  oSfered,  at 
the  current  price,  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund ;  and  it  is  not  an  inconsiderable  advantage,  in 
the  growing  state  of  the  public  revenue,  that  the  stock 
subscribed  to  the  capital  of  the  bank  will  become  re- 
deemable at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government. 

The  subscription  to  the  capital  of  thb  bank  is 
opened  to  every  species  of  funded  stock.  The  esti- 
mate that  the  revenues  of  1816  and  1817  will  enable 
the  Treasury  to  discharge  the  whole  of  the  Treasury 
note  debt,  furnisbes  the  only  reason  for  omittiug  to 
authorise  a  subscription  in  that  species  of  debt.  Thus, 

The  old  and  new  six  per  cent,  stocks  are  receivable 
at  par. 

The  seven  per  cent,  stock,  upon  a  valuation  refer- 
ring to  the  30th  of  September,  1816,  is  receivable  at 
106.51  dollara  per  cent. 

The  three  per  cent,  stock,  which  can  only  be  re- 
deemed for  its  nominal  or  certificate  value,  may  be 
estimated,  under  alt  circumstances,  to  be  worth  about 
sixty-tw6  per  cent,  when  the  six  per  cent,  stock  is  at 
par;  but  as  it  is  desirable  to  accomplish  the  redemp- 
tion of  this  stock  upon  equitable  terms,  it  is  made  re- 
ceivable at  sixty-five  per  cent.,  the  rate  sanctioned  by 
the  Government,  and  in  part  accepted  by  the  stock- 
holders in  the  year  1807. 

Of  the  instalments  for  paying  the  subscriptions,  it 
is  only  necessary  to  observe  that  they  are  regulated  by 
a  desire  to  reconcile  an  early  commencement  of  the 
operations  of  the  bank  with  Uie  existing  difficulties  in 
the  currency,  and  with  the  convenience  of  the  subscri- 
bers. In  one  of  the  modes  proposed  for  discharging 
the  subscription  of  the  Government,  it  is  particularly 
contemplated  to  aid  the  bank  with  a  medium  which 
cannot  fail  to  alleviate  the  first  pressure  for  payments 
in  coin. 

IL  It  is  proposed  that  the  National  Bank  shall  be 
g^veniad  by  twenty-fivo  durecton,  and  each  of  its 
branches  by  thirteen  directofs;  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  shall  appoint  five  of  the  directors  of  the  bank, 
one  of  whom  shall  be  chosen  as  president  of  the  bank 
by  the  board  of  directors;  that  the  resident  stockhold- 
ers shall  elect  twenty  of  the  directors  of  the  National 
Bank,  who  shall  be  resident  citi»ns  of  the  United 
BUtes,  and  that  the  National  Bank  shaU  appoint  the 
dtreotora  of  each  biaaob*  (being  leaidant  citiuns  of  the 
Viutad  Sutas,)  one  of  whom  ahaU  be  dengnatad  by 


the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  be  president 
of  the  branch  bank. 

The  participation  of  the  President  and  Senate  of 
the  United  States  in  the  appointment  of  directors,  ap- 
pears to  be  the  only  feature  in  the  proposition  for  the 
Government  of  the  National  Bank  wluch  requires  an 
explanatory  remark. 

Upon  general  principles,  wherever  a  pecuniary  in- 
terest u  to  be  effected  by  the  operations  of  a  public 
institution,  a  representative  aatbority  ought  to  be  re- 
cognised. The  United  States  will  be  the  proprietors 
of  one-fifih  of  the  capital  of  the  bank,  and  in  that 
pioportion*  upon  general  principles,  they  riiould  be 
represented  in  the  direction.  But  an  apprehension 
has  sometimes  been  expressed  lest  the  power  of  the 
Government  thus  inserted  into  the  administration  of 
the  afibirs  of  the  bank  should  be  employed  eventually 
to  aUenate  the  funds,  and  to  destroy  the  credit  of  the 
institution.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  fiite  of  banks 
in  other  countries,  subject  to  forms  of  Government 
eosentially  difiSsrent,  there  can  be  no  reasonable  causa 
for  apprehension  here.  Independent  of  the  obvious 
improbability  of  the  attempt,  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  cannot,  by  any  legislative  or  executive 
act,  impair  the  rights,  or  multiply  the  obligations  of  a 
corporation  constitutionally  established,  as  long  as  the 
independence  and  integrity  of  the  judicial  power  shall 
be  maintained.  Whatever  accommodation  the  Treas- 
ury may  have  occasion  to  ask  firom  the  bank,  can  only 
be  asked  under  the  license  of  a  law ;  and  whatever 
accommodation  shall  be  obtained  must  be  obtained 
firom  the  voluntaiy  assent  of  the  directors,  acting  un- 
der the  responsibility  of  their  trust 

Nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  the  department  of  the 
Government,  which  is  invested  with  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment to  all  the  important  offices  of  the  State,  is 
a  proper  department  to  exerciie  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment in  relation  to  a  national  trust  of  incalculable 
magnitude.  The  National  Bank  ought  not  to  be  re- 
garded simply  as  a  commercial  bank.  It  vrill  not  ope- 
rate upon  the  funds  of  the  stockholders  alone,  but 
much  more  upon  the  funds  of  the  nation.  Its  conduct 
good  or  bad,  will  not  affect  the  corporate  credit  and  re- 
sources alone,  but  much  more  the  credit  and  resouroea 
of  the  Government.  In  fine,  it  is  not  an  institution 
created  for  the  purposes  of  commerce  and  profit  alone, 
but  much  more  for  the  purposes  of  national  policy,  as 
an  auxiliary  in  the  exercise  of  some  of  the  highest 
powers  of  the  Government.  Under  such  circumstances 
the  public  interests  cannot  be  too  cautiously  guarded, 
and  the  guards  proposed  can  never  be  injurious  to  the 
commercial  interests  of  the  institution.  The  right  to 
inspect  the  general  accounts  of  the  bank  may  be  em- 
ployed to  detect  the  evils  of  a  mal-administration ;  but 
an  interior  agency  in  the  direction  of  its  affidis  will 
best  serve  to  prevent  them. 

III.  It  is  pvopoeed  that,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
privileges  of  a  corporation,  the  notes  of  the  National 
Bank  ahall  be  received  in  all  payments  to  the  United 
States,  unless  Congress  shall  heraafter  otherwise  pro- 
vide by  law ;  and  that,  in  addition  to  the  duties  usually 
required  from  a  corporation  of  tlus  description,  the 
Nstional  Bank  shall  be  employed  to  receive,  transfer, 
and  distribute,  the  public  revenue,  under  the  direc- 
tions of  the  proper  department* 

The  reservation  of  a  legislative  power  on  the  aob- 
jeot  of  accepting  the  notea  of  the  National  Bank  in 
payments  to  the  Government,  is  the  only  new  atipiiU- 
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tion  in  Uie  preMiit  propontion.  It  it  dMgned  not 
merely  as  one  of  the  eecttrities  Ibr  the  general  conduct 
of  the  bank,  but  as  the  means  of  presenring  entire  the 
sovereign  authority  of  Congress  relatiTe  to  the  coin 
and  currency  of  the  United  States.  Recent  occurrences 
inculcate  the  expediency  of  such  a  reservation,  but  it 
may  be  confidently  hoped  that  an  occasion  to  enforce 
it  will  never  arise. 

It  is  not  propoeed  to  stipulate  that  the  bank  shall  in 
any  case  be  bound  to  make  loans  to  the  Oorernment ; 
bitty  in  that  respect,  whenever  a  loan  is  authorised  by 
law,  the  Government  will  act  npon  the  ordinary  foot- 
ing of  an  applicant  for  pecnoiary  aceommodation. 

rV.  It  is  proposed  thst  the  organization  of  the  National 
Bank  shall  be  eflbcted  with  as  little  delay  as  possible ; 
■  and  that  its  operations  shall  commence  and  continue 
noon  the  basis  of  payments  in  the  current  eotn  of  the 
united  States,  with  a  qualified  power  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Government  to  suspend  such  payments. 

The  proposition  now  submitted  necessarily  impltes 
an  opinion  that  it  is  practicable  to  commence  the  ope- 
rations of  the  National  Bank  upon  a  circulation  of 
gold  and  silver  coin ;  and,  in  support  of  the  opinion,  a 
&w  remarks  are  respectfully  offered  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  committee : 

1.  The  actual  receipts  of  the  bank,  at  the  opening 
of  the  subscription,  will  amount  to  the  sum  of  $8,4(0,- 
000;  of  which  the  sum  of  $1,400,000  will  conost  of 
gold  and  silver,  and  the  sum  of  $7,000,000  will  consist 
of  public  stock  convertible  by  sale  into  gold  and  nlver. 
But  Uie  actual  receipts  of  the  bank,  at  the  eipiratioa 
of  six  months  from  the  opening  of  the  subscription, 
will  amount  to  the  sum  of  $16,800,000 ;  of  which  the 
sum  of  $2,800,000  will  bo  in  gold  and  silver,  and  the 
sum  of  $14,000,000  will  be  in  public  stock  convertible 
by  sale  into  gold  and  silver.  To  the  fund  thus  pos- 
sessed by  the  bank,  the  accumulations  of  the  public 
revenue  and  the  depositee  of  individuals  being  added, 
there  can  be  little  doubt,  from  past  experience  and  ob- 
servation in  reference  to  similar  establishments,  that  a 
aufiicient  foundation  will  exist  for  a  gradual  and  judi- 
cious issue  of  bank  notes  payable  on  demand  in  the 
current  coin  ;  unless,  contrary  to  all  probability,  pub- 
lic confidence  should  be  withheld  from  the  institution, 
or  sinister  combinations  should  be  formed  to  defeat  its 
operattons,  or  the  demands  of  an  unfavorable  balance 
01  trade  should  press  upon  its  metallic  resources. 

2.  The  public  confidence  cannot  be  withheld  from 
the  institution.  The  resources  of  the  nation  will  be 
intimately  connected  with  the  resources  of  the  bank.. 
The  notes  of  the  bank  are  accredited  in  every  pay- 
ment to  the  Government,  and  must  become  familiar 
in  every  pecomary  negotiation.  UnlOM,  thet«foro,  a 
elate  of  things  exist  in  which  gold  and  silvnr  only  can 
eommand  the  pobKc  eonfidenoe,  the  National  Bank 
mast  coanmnd  it  Bnt  the  expression  of  the  public 
sentiment  does  not,  even  at  this  period,  leave  the  qnee- 
tion  exposed  to  difiiculty  and.doilbt ;  it  is  well  known 
tint  the  wealth  of  opulent  and  comnkercial  nataona  re- 

Suires  for  its  circulation  something  move  than  a  me- 
inm  cooipoeed  of  the  precious  metals.  The  incom- 
petency of  the  existing  paper  substitutes  to  furnish  a 
national  currency  is  also  weU  known.  Hence,  throngh- 
ont  the  United  States,  the  public  hope  seems  to  rest, 
at  this  crisis,  upon  the  establbhnkent  of  a  National 
Bank ;  and  every  citixen,  upon  private  or  upon  patriotic 
motives,  will  be  prepared  to  support  the  institntiDn. 

8.  Sinister  eombtnations.  to  deliwt  t&e  operations  of 
*  National  B«nk^  ongfat  not  to  be  ptoeeaned*  aadined 


not  be  feared.  It  is  true  that  the  influenee  of  the 
Slate  banks  is  extensively  difiused;  but  the  State 
banks,  and  the  patrons  of  the  State  banks,  partake  oi 
the  existing  evils ;  they  mnpt  be  conscious  of  the  i»- 
adequacy  of  State  institutions  to  restore  and  maintain 
the  national  currency ;  they  will  perceive  that  there 
is  Bufileient' space  in  the  commercial  sphere  fbrthe 
movement  of  the  State  banks  and  the  National  Bank; 
and,  upon  the  whole,  they  will  be  ready  to  aot  upon 
the  impulse  of  a  common  du^,  and  a  common  is* 
tereat.  If,  however,  moat  unexpectedly,  a  dif&reot 
eouiee  ahonld  be  pursaed,  the  ooncurring  powen  of 
the  National  Treasoiy  and  the  National  Bank  will  be 
snfiieient  to  Avert  the  danger. 

4.  The  demand  of  an  unfiivorable  balance  of  tmde 
appears  to  be  much  overrated^  It  ia  not  practicable,  at 
this  tiffle»  to  ascertain  either  the  value  of  the  goods  va^ 
ported  aince  the  peace,  or  the  value  of  the  property  9V^ 
ployed  to  pay  for  them.  But  when  it  ia  considered 
that  a  great  proportion  of  the  importaliona  areee  from 
investments  of  American  funds  previooaly  in  Europe ; 
that  a  great  proportion  of  the  price  has  been  paid  by 
American  exports ;  that  a  great  proportion  has  been 
paid  by  remittaneee  in  American  stooks ;  and  that  a 
great  proportion  remains  upon  credit  to  be  paid  bf 
gradual  remttlaneeo  of  goods,  aa  well  as  in  coin ;  it 
cannot  be  jostiy  concluded,  that  the  balance  of  trade 
has  hitherto  materially  aflbcted  the  national  stock  of 
the  precious  metals.  So  far  as  an  opportunity  has  o^ 
cuned  for  obaervation,  the  demand  for  gold  and  silver 
to  export  appears  rather  to  have  arisen  from  the  expect 
tation  of  obtaining  a  higher  price  ia  a  part  of  Burop% 
and  from  the  revival  of  commerce  with  the  conntnaa 
beyond  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope,  than  fhim  any  neoei» 
sity  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  recent  imports 
tions  of  goods  into  the  United  States.  The  former  of 
these  cauees  will  probaUy  soon  cease  to  operate,  and 
the  opesation  of  the  latter  may,  if  necessary,  be  re* 
•trained  by  law. 

The  proposition  now  under  coosiderotien  farthtt 
provides  for  a  snspenaion  of  the  bank  paymenle  is  ceis 
open  any  future  emeigeney.  Thia  ia  merely  a  matter 
of  precaution ;  but,  if  the  emwgency  should  arise^  it 
must  be  agried  on  all  hands  that  the  power  of  snspes* 
sion  ought  rather  to  be  confided  to  the  Government 
than  to  the  directors  of  the  institution. 

y.  It  is  proposed  that  a  bonne  be  paid  to  the  Gov- 
ernment by  the  subscribers  to*  the  National  Bank,  m 
consideration  of  the  em<riuments  to  be  derived  from  an 
exclusive  charter,  during  a  period  of  twenty  years. 

Independent  of  the  bonus  here  proposed  to  be  ex- 
acted, uiere  are  undoubtedly  many  public  advantages 
to  be  drawn  from  the  establishment  of  the  National 
Bank ;  but  these  are  generally  of  an  incidental  kind,  and 
(as  in  the  case  of  the  deposites  and  distribution  of  the 
revenue)  may  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  equivalents, 
not  for  the  monopoly  of  the  charter,  but  for  the  re- 
ciprocal advantages  of  a  fiscal  connexion  vrith  the  pub 
lie  Treasury. 

The  amount  of  the  bonus  should  be  in  proportion  to 
the  value  of  the  charter  grant;  ott  in  other  words,  to 
the  net  profits  which  the  subscribers  will  probably 
make,  in  consequence  of  their  incorporation.  The 
average  rate  of  the  dividends  of  the  State  banks,  before 
tiie  suspension  of  payments  in  coin,  was  about  eight 
per  cent,  per  annum.  It  appears  by  a  report  from  this 
department  to  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  dated  the 
8d  of  April,  laiO,  that  the  annual  dividenda  of  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  avenigad^  fhmnidimtt 
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time  to  p«7  for  laodi  porehftied  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  reed :  When  Mr.  Robbbtson 
reported  a  foil!  for  the  relief  of  certaio  purebaters 
of  pabite  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  which 
was  reed  twice  aod  eommitied  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Stanford,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  report  upon  the  sabject  of 
a  retision  of  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House, 
reported  the  same  with  amendment ;  and  the  said 
report  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military.Afiairsj  reported  a  bill  making 
provision  for  an  additional  Military  Academy, 
which  was  resd  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  nexu 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  he  read  a  third  time 
to-iBorrow. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  re* 
lief  of  Gtoorge  S.  Wiae,"  was  read  the  third  ttm 
and  paseed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  discharge  of  James  Jewett  from  bis  impris- 
onment," was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  Message  froQfi  the  President  of  the  United 
States  receiFed  yesterday,  was  read,  transmitting 
the  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  of  the 
Operations  of  that  establishment,  during  the  last 
year. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter, 
from  the  Seereiarv  of  the  Na?y,  transmitting  ihe 
annual  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy 
Pension  Fond ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibdbbtb,  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  ex|wdieocy  of  prohibiting,  by  law,  all 
commercial  intercourse  between  &e  citizens  or 
subjects  of  any  foreign  Power  and  the  Indians 
within  the  United  States,  or  Territories  belonging 
Co  the  United  States. 

EXTENSION  OP  A  PATENT  RIGHT. 

Mr.  Mabsb,  from  a  select  committee,  made  a 
r^Kirt  on  the  petition  of  John  Tyler  and  Benja- 
min Tyler  which  was  read :  When  Mr.  Mabbh, 
reported  a  bill  to  extend  to  Benjamin  Tyler 
and  John  Tyler,  of  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  patent  right  to  certain  improFoments 
in  the  construction  of  com  and  other  mills; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next.— The  report 
is  as  follows: 

That  the  petitioners  represent  that,  prior  to  the  year 
1800,  one  Beojanin  Tyler  had  inTented  a  new  and 
useful  improTement  in  the  construction  of  flour  and 
other  mills ;  that  on  that  day  he  obtained  a  patent, 
acooiding  to  law,  for  the  exclusive  right  of  using  the 
said  improvement  for  the  term  of  fourteen  years  from 
that  date ;  that  afterwards  he  made  an  assignment  of 
the  said  patent  to  the  petitioners  in  due  form.  They 
further  represent  that  sereral  persons  interfered  with 
and  invaded  the  right  of  using  the  ssid  improvement 
thus  secured  to  them  by  the  said  patent  and  assign- 
.  ittent,  by  introdnctng  the  same  into  mills  without  their 
OflHBie;  that,  in  the  year  1804,  tbsy  institated  a  suit 


against  one  of  the  persene  thus  intrenehing  on  their 
escloBve  right  to  the  said  impiovenient;  that  the 
defimdant  in  the  said  suit,  hy  meuis  of  combine 
tiens  of  varions  interesled  individaals,  protrsoled  the 
pendency  of  said  suit  untii  the  year  1810;  ^t  tlM 
court  tlMn  arrested  the  verdict  found  in  the  said 
cause  for  the  plainti&»  on  account  of  some  sup- 
posed defsot  in  thedeetasation;  that  the  p^itioners, 
m  the  prosecution  of  the  said  iniit,  wero  put  logreat 
expense  and  trouble,  and  though  by  the  said  verdict 
th^  estsWished  their  li^t  to  the  exotosive  use  of  4he 
ssid  improvement,  yet  they  lost  the  benefit  of  the 
damages  and  cost  awarded  to  them  by  the  said  verdict; 
and  £at,  by  means  of  the  pendency  of  the  sM  enk 
during  the  spaoe  of  six  years,  their  said  unpeovemant 
vfas  brought  into  diaeiedit,  and  they  deprived  of  the 
benefit  and  prefitof  selling  the  right  to  others  of  usmg 
the  aaid  improvement,  while  the  tiase  for  whkh  the 
same  had  been  patented  to  them  had  in  some  msMHe 
exured. 

They  pray  Congress  to  pass  an  act  grantiBg  to^thea 
theexdnsive  right  of  using,  and  vending  to  others  to 
be  osed»  the  said  improvement  lor  another  teosef 
Ibttiteen  years  after  the  expiration  of  their  said  paleoL 

The  committee  report  that  thsgr  find  the  fiieU  stated 
in  the  said  petition  supported  by  suikient  testisseoy, 
and  that  the  said  invention  is  a  new  and  nseftil  ian- 
pcovement  in  the  constrnotion  of  mills,  and  that  Ihe 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  to  be  granted.  They 
recommend  to  Congress  the  fiallowiag  sssolntioa : 

i?gso/ww^  That  the  pcayer  of  the  petitionen  ought 
to  be  granted ;  and  that  the  exclusive  right  of  naing 
the  said  improvement  be  extended  to  the  aeid  pe- 
titioners for  the  term  of  seien  years  from  this  time. 

RBTENUE  SYSTEM  RBYISBD. 

Mr.  LowNOEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  whom  have  been  referred  that  part 
of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  the 
revenue,  and  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  excejpt  that  pert  which  rektee 
to  the  estahlisbraent  of  a  National  Bank,  made  m 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  relerred  to  n  Com* 
mitiee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  oext.«*The  le- 
port  is  as  follows: 

The  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  ha^e 
been  committed  that  part  of  the  President's  Message 
which  relates  to  ^e  revenue,  and  the  annual  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  excepting  that  part 
vrhlch  relates  to  the  establuhment  of  a  bank,  ask  leave 
to  explain  the  general  views  vrUch  have  induced  them 
to  submit  to  Uie  House  the  propositions  with  which 
they  shait  oonclnde  their  lepert ; 

**  The  arrangement  of  the  finances,  with  a  view  to 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  a  permanent  Peace 
Establislunent,*'  has  been  the  first  subject,  after  pro- 
viding for  the  deficieney  in  the  appropriations  of  1815, 
which  has  engaged  the  attention  oif  the  committee. 
Whilst  they  recognise^  with  unmixed  satisfacthm* 
<'  that  improvement  in  Uie  condition  of  the  public  rev- 
enue, vihich  will  allow  an  immediate  alleviation  of  the 
burdens  imposed  by  the  necessities  of  the  war,*'  they 
well  know  that  such  an  alleviation  can  only  be  ex- 
pected and  wished  to  an  extent  **  which  shall  leave  to 
the  Government  the  means  of  maintaining  its  faith  in- 
violate, and  of  prosecuting  successfully  the  messures 
of  a  liberal"  and  provident  policy. 

In  filming  an  opinion  upon  the  eapenditines  of  a 
permanent  Peaee  JBetahiUmiettt,  they  have  suppueed 


61T 


HISTORY  01  CONGRESS. 


518 


January,  1616. 


Revenue  Syttem  Revieed. 


H.  OP  R. 


it  right  thtC  flieir  attMition  ahoiild  be  directed,  not 
Mdy  to  the  reeenreee  of  the  United  States,  bat  to  the 
eonditlon  of  other  Powen.  In  the  perplexed  tfgttm 
of  European  poKf  y  the  United  States  can  have  no  dii- 
pomdon  to  interpoee ;  bat  their  oonduct  moft  neceate- 
lily  he  aflected  by  news  connected  with  the  militarj 
dr  finaneiy  leamneei  of  those  States  with  which  their 
relations  are  most  interesting.  It  is  impossikle  not  to 
iee  that  fiarope  is  more  military  than  erer,  and  that, 
accustomed  by  twenty  years  of  war  to  exertions  that 
Were  once  thought  impractioable,  her  Goremments 
kavu  acquired  a  power  which  makes  preparation  mors 
dilBcult  and  more  neoeseary  on  tbs  part  of  every  State 
Mpooed  to  the  chance  of  their  hostility.  It  must  be 
doubtful  what  predse  increase  of  expenditure  these 
considerations  of  ihreign  policy  or  views  of  internal 
Improvement  may  induce  Congress  eventuaHv  to  au- 
thorixe;  but  even  the  measures  now  before  ttkem  ap- 
pear to  require  a  considerable  addition  to  the  estimates 
of  the  annual  peace  expenditure. 

The  only  preparation  against  the  dangers  of  foreign 
aggression,  which  It  fclls  within  the  duties  of  the  Com- 
mittee &f  Ways  and  Means  to  recommend,  is  that  of  a 
revenue ;  whidi,  in  supplying  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, shall  not  burden  unnecessarily  the  industry 
of  the  eitisett ;  which  ihall  be  capable  of  repairing,  by 
an  expamiion  of  the  powers  of  some  of  its  parts,  the 
fariuries  urhich  war  may  inflict  in  others ;  and,  above 
ftll,  shall  be  disencumbered  fiom  debt  as  soon  as  the 
lesouroes  of  the  country  and  the  conditions  of  its  con- 
tracts will  permit  Public  debts  have,  indeed,  some- 
times been  considered  as  giving  stability  and  order  to 
a  State,  but  the  committee  can  never  believe  that  a 
Oovernment  which  secures  every  civil  and  political 
right  to  the  great  body  of  the  people,  can  want  that 
security  which  would  be  aflbrded  by  the  distribution  of 
uny  amount  of  annual  interest  upon  its  debt,  which, 
to  be  received  by  the  few,  must  be  paid  by  tiie  many. 
It  may  be  true  that  a  public  debt  only  makes  a  diflbr- 
Mtt  d^tributfon  of  the  income  of  society,  but  it  pays 
^  stodcholder  what  would  bo  rcMrved  for  supporting 
the  seaman  and  the  soldier.  That  Government,  in- 
dued* does  vrell,  wbach,  when  ibreed  into  war,  brings 
into  the  contest  every  resource  which  credit  or  revenue 
uan  faroish ;  hut  it  neglaats  one  of  its  first  duties  when 
U  lAloiwa  the  asason  of  peace  to  pass  away  without  an 
ariequuu  provisioii  for  removing  «very  enoumbrmnee 
upon  its  cffsotive  revenue.  The  committee  ao<ord> 
ii^y  odnsider  It  aa  an  indispensable  requisite  in  any 
unanf  ement  of  wwrenue  and  expenditure  in  peace,  that 
it  shall  provide  for  the  rapid  extinguirfunent  of  the 
p^biie  debt* 

T6  attain  this  object  a  eonsideiuble  revenue  vrill  be 
required.  In  sele<^ng  the  taxes  which  should  com- 
poeu  it,  the  duties  upon  imported  artndes  may  be  ex- 
pected to  furnish  the  principal  supply.  Cheap  and 
easy  in  their  collection,  paid  like  all  indirect  taxes, 
when  it  is  convenient  to  pay  them,  they  vrill  be  found, 
under  a  system  of  prudent  moderation,  to  diKOurage 
no  branch  of  national  indortry.  Daties,  indeed,  either 
upon  importation  or  exportation,  seem  to  be  the  natu- 
ral resource  of  countries  thinly  peopled,  which,  ex- 
porting a  large  amount  of  their  agricultural  produ^ 
tions,  reonve  in  return  the  manufactures  of  older 
States.  The  distance,  too,  of  the  States  from  which 
our  importations  are  made,  renders  it  more  difficult  to 
evade  the  payment  of  duties  here  than  in  countries 
which  are  separated  from  active  and  enterprising  neigh- 
hem  by  a  nm  or  u  oonventhmal  lino.    Bitt  u  our 


agriculture  obtains  mariuts  at  home,  as  wealth  spreads 
itself  over  inland  countries,  where  commerce  can  but 
imperfectiy  follow,  our  imports  as  well  as  our  exports 
must  bear  a  continually  lessening  proportion  to  the 
wealth  of  the  country. 

And  even  now,  while  the  principal  source  of  ordi- 
nary revenue  in  peace  must  be  furnished  by  the  cus- 
toms, it  is  probable  that  they  could  not  be  continued 
or  increased  to  an  amount  which  the  interest  and  re- 
imbumeBMBl  of  our  debt  and  the  provisions  for  our 
security  require,  without  iooreafting  too  for  the  tempter 
tion  to  illicit  impoitation.  The  oljecUons,  too,  te  oa 
entire  relianoe  upon  then,  hs(ve  been  too  fotty  de- 
veloped by  recent  experience  te  oUow  the  eemotittee 
to  reeommend  that  they  should  oonstitute  the  wh^ 
income  of  the  oeuntiy*  The  liberal  jpronsbn  tMek 
they  see  citable  o^  making  in  psaee,  disapyeaw  in  iUm 
moment  w«en  war  rsquires  larger  contributions.  The 
Government  whioh  is  left  at  such  a  time  to  oqplon 
new  systems  of  intsmal  taxation,  to  discover  and  draw 
into  &e  public  sendee  tiie  men  who  are  oepaUe  of 
filling  the  different  depeetmonfts  of  the  revenue,  h  t^ 
duced  to  a  condition  in  which  the  asal,  and  hravuiy, 
and  neKmrces  of  the  nation  can  produce  their  natural 
efiects  but  imperfectiy.  The  committee,  tfaerefiire, 
concur  fully  with  tin  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the 
opinion  which  he  has  ezpnesed,  *<  that  the  establish- 
ment of  a  revenue  system,  whidi  shall  not  be  oxclw* 
sively  dependent  upon  the  supplies  of  foreign  com- 
merce, appears,  at  this  juncture,  to  claim  particuler 
attention. 

As  a  result  of  these  general  views  the  eomttittee» 
with  deforence  to  the  House,  recommend  the  adoptien 
of  the  plan  of  revenue  oontained  in  the  report  of  tho 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  exception  of  that 
part  of  it  which  proposes  to  continue  the  additional 
duties  upon  postage,  and  to  repeal  the  odihtional  dn* 
ties  on  hcenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liqnofi» 
and  foreign  merchandise,  imposed  by  the  aet  of  lle- 
cember,  1814,  Tlie  communication  of  inteUigenoe  b^ 
tween  the  difierent  parts  of  the  oountiy,  it  ep^eaie  to 
tho  committee  to  be  the  just  policy  of  our  Government  to 
focilitate  and  encourage;  and,  although  it  might  have 
been  right  to  eBEuot  a  revenue  from  it,  under  circum- 
stances which  made  it  neeeesaiy  to  apply  every  re* 
eonroe  to  the  defence  of  the  State^  the  present  situation 
of  the  Treasury  may  well  allow  of  its  repeal.  The 
dntiee  on  licenses  to  retailen  admit,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  eemmittee,  of  a  modification,  which,  by  propor^ 
tioning  the  price  of  the  license  in  some  degree  to  the 
bnsinees  of  the  retailer,  shall  render  them  as  produo* 
tive  as  the  new  rates,  and  less  oppressive  than  the  old 
ones.  But  as  such  modification  could  only  atpply  to 
liceoses  for  1817,  the  committee  propose  to  make  it 
the  subject  of  a  fhture  report. 

The  permanent  laws  now  in  fbrce  may  be  eitpected, 
after  the  expiration  of  temporary  duties,  to  prcMiuce  a 
net  annuel  revenue  of  $95,978,840. 

The  direct  tax,  a  net  amount  of   -        -     $5,600,000 
The  sale  of  public  lands        •        -        -        1,000,000 

.  $1,200,000 
175,000 

Licenses  to  retailers  -  900,000 

Auctions   .        -        -        •       400^000 


amount 


Duties  on    furniture    and 
watolwe         •       «       . 


9,0r6|000        9,6t4|500 
300^000 


I 
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Jamuary,  1816. 


On  manofactores       •        •     1,811,000 
EzciM  on  distilled  Bpirita   -     2^0,000 


Pottage 
Ciiftoma 


4,111,000        3,864,840 

300,000 

-      12,000,000 


•26,278,840 


8adi  ia  the  aitimate  of  th«  annaal  KTrmraa  which, 
hj  law,  ia  dedared  to  be  pledged  ^'to  pro^de  lor  the 
pajment  of  the  expensea  of  the  GoYernment,  fbr  the 
panctaal  payment  of  the  pvblie  debt,  and  for  creating 
an  adeqnate  linking  fund."  If  the  recommendation 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  Secretaiy,  with  the 
Bodtiieations  propoaed  by  the  committee,  ehall  bo  car- 
ried into  ^ect,  there  will  be  dedncted  from  thia  rev- 

enneof 926,S78,640 

The  net  amount  of  dntiea  on  fomiture 

and  watehea,  on  mannfactaree  and  dia- 

tilled  apirita  -  $3,864,840 
The  poaUge  duty  300,000 
And  ftom  the  net 

prodnct    of  the 

Undtaz    -        •    2,900,000 


But  there  will  be  added  to 
die  revenn^— 
By   the    additional   doty    on 

atilhi  .$1,200,000 

Duty  on  stampa    -      400,000 
On  refined  eager  160,000 

Onaalt  '      -  600,000 


7,064,840 


Orosa  amount    *    2,266,000 
Net  amount      -  2,116,000 

Bt  an  addition  to 
the  eoatoffls,  equal 
to  the  product  of 
an  average  addi- 
tion of  42  per  cent, 
to  the  rates  of  per- 
manent duty       -    6,040,000 

7,166,000 

Making  the  ezceaa  of  revenue  added,  above 
that  deducted 90.660 


And  the  annual  rerenue 


-   26,869,600 


In  the  report  of  the  Secreta^  of  the  Treaaury,  which 
haa  been  relerred  to  the  oommitteo— 
The  amount  of  the  annual  civil,  diplomatic,  and  mia- 


cellaneoua  ezpenaeaia  eatimated  at 
The  annual  mibury  expenaea  at    - 
The  annual  naval  ezpenee  at         -       - 
The  intereet  in  the  funded  debt,  at  about 


$1,800,000 
6,112^169 
2,716,610 
6,180,000 


16,778,669 


To  thia  eatimate  of  annual  expenditure  might  be 
added  the  amount  of  about  $1,860,000,  appropriated 
to  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt; 
which,  with  the  $6,160,000  applicable  to  the  payment 
of  the  interest,  constitutes  the  sinking  fund  of  $8,000,- 
000.  But  perfasps  an  easier  view  of  tho  subject  mav 
bo  afforded  by  atadng  separately  the  whole  sum  which 
it  is  proposed  to  apply  to  the  payment  of  Uie  principal 
•f  the  public  debt»  exdusifely  of  the  intereit. 


If  the  annual  revenue,  under  the  law  propoaed,  be 
$26,369,600,  and  the  ordinary  annual  expenae  be 
$16,778,669,  there  will  be  a  balance  of  $9,690,831, 
which  may  be  applied,  as  Congress  shall  direct,  to  na- 
tional defence,  to  internal  improvement,  and  to  the  ex* 
tinguisbment  of  the  public  debt.  The  oonaiderationa 
which  have  been  already  adverted  to  aa  enjoining  the 
policy  of  providing  for  the  extioguiahment  of  the  public 
debt  as  soon  as  the  resources  of  the  country  and  the  con- 
dition of  ita  contracta  will  permit,  induce  the  commit* 
tee  to  propose  that  to  that  object  may  be  annually  ap- 
propriated seven  millions,  after  the  year  1816 ;  which* 
addled  to  the  eum  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  in- 
terest, will  form  a  sinkug  fund  of  $13,160,000,  an4 
extinguish  the  public  debt  in  leea  than  twelve  yearB» 
This  appropriation  would  atiU  leave  an  excaas  of  an* 
nual  revenue  above  the  eetimatea  of  ordinary  expen- 
diture furnished  by  the  Becretaiy  of  the  Treaaury  of 
upwards  of  two  millions  and  a  hali^  to  be  applied  to 
any  other  branch  of  the  public  aervioe. 

The  committee  have  confined  their  obeervatteaa  to 
the  reoeipta  and  expendituree  of  a  permanent  Peace 
Establishment  The  modification  of  the  plan  of  tha 
Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  which  they  have  propoaed, 
will  produce  too  email  an  effect  upon  the  reoeipte  of 
1816  to  require  a  distinct  expnaitaon  of  them,  and  the 
deficiency  in  the  receipta  of  1816,  (which  ia  auggeeted 
in  the  Treasury  report,)  cannot  diaturb  the  calculations 
which  have  been  submitted  of  the  receipts  and  axpen- 
dituree  of  suceeeding  years,  since  the  eetimated  defi- 
ciency ia  leas  than  aeven  millions^  and  the  outstanding 
revenue  on  the  let  of  January  1817,  will  be  about 
twenty  milUona.  If,  however,  the  demanda  upon  the 
Treasury  in  1817,  in  consequence  of  Congreea  aaau- 
ming  the  payment  of  expensee  incurred  during  the  war, 
which  it  baa  not  yet  eanctioned,  or  from  any  other 
cause,  ahall  be  increased  beyond  the  preeent  eetimetes, 
or  beyond  an  amount  fojr  which  the  unapproprialed 
revenue  may  provide,  the  ainking  fund  may  be  charged 
for  the  year  1817  with  tho  payment  of  the  Treaaury 
notea  which  may  be  issued  under  the  lawa  now  in  force* 
In  preventing  an  addition  of  new  funded  debt,  it  will 
perform  ita  office  as  usefully  aa  in  extingui:dung  the 
old  debt 

1.  Reaohed,  That  it  is  expadieiit  to  eontinueia  foraa, 
until  the  80th  day  of  July  next,  and  until  an  act  almlt 
be  peaeed  eetabliBhing  a  new  tariff  of  dutiee,  the  act 
entitled  ^'An  act  for  imposing  additional  dntiea  ttpeui 
all  gooda,  wares,  and  merchandiae,  imported  from  any 
foreign  port  or  place,  and  for  othar  pnrpoaee  ;**  paaaed 
on  the  1st  July,  1812. 

2.  Ruobea,  That  it  is  expedient  to  eontinue  in  fofoa 
the  act,  entitled  **An  act  laying  a  duty  on  impoftad 
aalt,  granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  and 
allowance  to  certain  vcseela  employed  in  the  fiaheriea;" 
paaaed  on  the  29ih  July.  1813. 

8.  Reaohedf  That  it  ia  expedient  to  continue  in  force 
the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  laying  dutiee  on  sugar  refined 
within  the  United  SuteeT  pueed  July  24,  1813. 

4.  Ruohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  continue  in  force 
the  act,  entitled  **An  act  laying  dutiee  on  notee  of 
banks,  bankera,  and  certain  oompaniea;  on  notee, 
bonda,  and  obligationa,  diecounted  by  banks,  bankera, 
and  certain  companiee ;  and  on  billa  of  exchange  i^ 
certain  deecriptions  ;'*  passed  on  the  2d  of  Aoguat, 
1813,  also  the  act  supplementary  thereto,  passed  on  the 
10th  day  of  December,  1814. 

6.  RtMohed^  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal,  from  tha 
— — ^  day  of -9 —  next,  ao  much  of  the  act»  entitle^ 
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'*Aii  aet  to  provide  additional  rerenaM  for  defraying 
Um  ezpenaee  of  Ooverpment  and  maintaining  the  pub- 
Ik  credit,  by  datiea  on  aalee  at  auction,  and  on  Uoenees 
to  retail  winee,  epirituoue  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
^le^  and  ka  increaatng  the  ralee  of  poetage^"  paased 
on  the  S8d  of  December,  1814,  as  Impoees  additional 
duties  on  postage. 

6.  Ruohedf  That  it  is  expedient  eo  to  amend  the 
aet,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues 
lor  defirajing  the  ezpensee  of  Goremmenti  and  main- 
laining  the  pabiie  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon 
the  United  Btates,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  same,"  passea  on  the  9th  Januarv,  1816, 
as  to  reduce  the  direct  tax  to  be  levied,  for  the  year 
1816,  and  succeeding  years,  to  three  millions;  and 
also  so  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Gov- 
ernment and  maintaining  the  pubUc  ciedit,  by  laying 
a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of  Columbia,''  paased  on 
the  S7th  of  February,  1815,  as  to  reduce  the  direct  tax 
lo  be  levied  therein,  annually,  to  $9,999  90. 

7.  Ruohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  the  act, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Government  and  maintaining 
the  poblic  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States  and  Territories  thereof,  and 
by  amending  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenees  to  die- 
lilknrs  of  spirituous  liquors,"  passed  on  the  21st  of  De- 
cember, 1814,  excepting  only  the  16th,  18th,  19th,  and 
S4th  sections  thereof,  from  and  after  the  1st  of  April 
next,  and  from  the  same  day  to  add  one  hundred  per 
cent,  to  the  amount  of  the  duty  which  all  stiUs  now 
subject  to  doty  are  liable  to  pay. 

8.  Ruohtdf  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal,  from  and 
after  the  18th  day  of  April  next,  the  act,  entitled  '<  An 
act  to  provide  additional  revennee  for  defraying  the 
expensee  of  Government  and  maintaining  the  public 
credit,  by  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares^  and 
merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  United  Statee," 
passed  on  the  18th  of  January,  1816 ;  and  alio  the 
act^  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues 
for  defraying  the  ezpensee  of  Government  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  duty  on  gold,  sil- 
ver, and  plated  ware,  and  jeweliy,  and  paste  work,  man- 
nfticturea  within  the  United  States,"  nassed  on  the 
S7th  of  February,  1816,  from  the  same  aay. 

9.  Ruohtd^  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  the  act, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for 
defraying  the  expenees  of  Government  and  maintain- 
ing the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household 
Inrniture,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches,"  paased  on 
the  18th  of  ianuaiy,  1815. 

10.  Hesofattt  That  it  is  expedient  so  to  amend  the 
rates  of  duties  upon  imported  artidee,  after  the  80th  of 
Juno  next,  as  that  they  ahall  be  estimated  to  produce 
an  amount  equal  to  that  which  would  be  produced  by 
nn  average  addition  of  forty-two  per  cent  to  the  per- 
manent rates  of  duties. 

11.  JBeto/eerf,  That  the  deficiency  arising  from  the 
reduction  or  abolition  of  any  of  the  duties  heretofore 
pledged  by  law  for  the  support  of  the  Government,  for 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  establisbment 
of  a  sinking  fund,  shall  be  supplied  by  appropriating 
to  those  objects  a  sufficient  amount  from  the  product 
of  the  taxes  or  duties  proposed  to  be  continued  or 
increased. 

18.  Beaolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that,  from  and  after 
the  year  1816,  an  addition  shall  be  made  to  the  sum 
^f8,000,000,  now  annually  appropriated  for  the  pay- 


ment of  the  intereet  and  principal  of  the  public  debt» 
so  aa  to  make  the  whole  aum  to  be  appropriated  aa- 
nually  to  that  purpose,  •13,500,000. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  discharged  from  a  further  consideratioa 
of  the  several  petitions  referred  to  them,  which 
relate  to  the  subjects  embrace#  in  the  last  men- 
tioned report. 

COMMBROB  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  Gonrention  of  Commerce  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain — the  ques- 
tion being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engroesixl  for 
a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Gholson  said,  that  being  a  member  of  the 
committee  who  had  reported  the  bill  then  before 
the  House,  he  had  considered  it  especially  his 
duty  to  gire  to  it  the  most  thorough  investigation. 
He  regretted  that,  owing  to  his  personal  indispo- 
sition, it  had  been  out  of  his  power  to  bestow  on 
the  subject  that  attention,  which  its  importance 
most  undoubtedly  merited.  He,  however,  had 
listened  patiently  to  the  arguments  which  had 
been  offered  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  in  opposition  to  the  bill.    These  ar- 

Sumeots  had  produced  no  conviction  to  his  mind. 
0  far  from  it,  (said  Mr.  G.)  I  am  fully  satisfied, 
that  if  the  doctrines  which  have  been  contended 
for  by  gentlemen  of  distinction  and  eminent  abil- 
ities, in  the  opposition,  were  reduced  to  practicCi 
then  indeed  would  the  great  and  essential  powen 
of  the  Government  be  transferred  exclusively  to 
the  President  and  Senate,  and  this  House  would 
become  almost  a  cypher — but  little  more  than  ■ 
mere  tribunal  of  registry. 

Two  of  the  chief  and  principal  objects  of  the 
federal  compact  were,  the  provision  ofan  adequate 
national  revenue,  and  the  regulation  of  commerce 
with  foreign  nations.  Jurisdiction  over  both  these 
subjects  is  given  by  the  Constitution,  in  clear  and 
explicit  terms,  to  the  Congress  or  the  United 
States.  The  Constitution  expressly  grants  to 
Congress  the  power  ^to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises;^  and,  moreover,  **  to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
among  the  several  States,  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes.** 

But  if  the  afiairs  of  revenue  from  imposts,  and 
of  commerce,  can  be  finally  and  conclusively  ar- 
ranged by  the  treaty-making  authority,  without 
the  aid  of  legislation,  it  is  perfectly  obvious,  that 
the  grants  of  power  just  recited  can  be  nullified 
and  extinguished  at  the  mere  pleasure  of  the  Pre- 
sident and  Senate,  who  alone  exercise  the  treaty- 
makiog  authority;  that  powers  which  are  be- 
stowed on  them  and  on  this  House  conjointl/i 
can  be  exercised  by  them  exclusively. 

Now.  sir,  to  prove  that  the  treatv,  to  effectuate 
which  the  present  bill  is  proposed,  does,  in  fact, 
take  cognizance  both  of  the  subject  of  taxation 
and  of  commerce,  it  is  only  necesiary  to  look  at 
the  treaty  itweif.  The  treaty,  in  almost  its  whole 
aim  and  purport,  relates  to  these  subjects.  It  not 
only  regulates  onr  commerce  with  a  foreign  on- 
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ticMi,  but  ezpresfly  uoderiftkeo  t»  tepetl  a  tax* 
By  tli«  ezlstio^  law,  ficitish  %\Aw  pay  bigker  du- 
ties in  our  ports  tii«D  American  sBifw*  Tie  ireaty 
provides,  that  io  certain  cases,  embraeing  the 
principal  trade  between  the  two  cooatries,  British 
ships  shall  pay  no  hieher  duties  than  American. 
Thus  the  law  of  ^e  land,  providing  for  a  public 
revenue,  is  so  far  attempted  to  be  revoked  oy  the 
treaty  in  question. 

If,  then,  the  seif  sufficiency  of  this  treaty^  for 
its  own  execution,  without  the  agency  of  legisla- 
tive provisions,  can,  according  to  the  argument  of 
the  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  and  Maseachu- 
setts,  (Messrs.  Hopxiitaoii  and  Pickbrih^)  be 
maintained^  it  must  be  upon  the  ground,  that  the 
treatv-makin^  power  can  either  repeal  a  tax  or 
regulate  foreign  commerce,  independentljr  of  this 
House.  Let  us  examine  the  sobiect  in  this  aspect 
of  it. 

If  it  be  admitted,  that  the  ueaty-making  power 
can  repeal  a  tax,  it  will,  I  apprehend,  scarcely  be 
denied,  that  the  same  power  can,  in  like  manner, 
impose  a  tax.  Suppose,  then,  tbe  Presideai  and 
Senate  vere^  by  convention  with  Great  Britain, 
to  stipulate  for  one  hundred  per  cent,  inorease  <h 
duties  on  all  merchandiseaimported  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  all  foreign  places^  except  from 
Ibe  British  possessiona,  alleging  that  tliis  exempt 
lion,  in  favor  of  Qreat  Britain,  was  in  considera- 
tion of  the  India  trade,  for  wnicb,  It  is  said,  no 
equivalent  has  been  given  by  us.  This  wonld  be 
mn  enormous  tax  on  the  people  \  and  a  tax^  too, 
levied  witoot  the  consent  of  their  representativee. 
But,  sir,  where  did  the  idea  originate  of  the  impo- 
f  ition  of  a  tax  in  a  free  country,  witbont  the  ooih 
Gurrence  of  the  immediate  lepreseniatives  of  the 
people  ?  The  idea  is  preposterous,  and  one  sgainat 
which  I  enter  my  solemn  protestation  1  I  deny 
that  there  is  any  power  on  earth  that  can  tax  my 
constituents  one  cent,  without  their  approbation, 
freely  given,  through  their  Tepresentativa  on  this 
floor. 

But  still  it  is  inaisted  that  althouj^li  the  treaty 
contains  provisions  repealing  the  discriminating 
duties  on  British  vessels  and  on  goods  imported 
in  them,  it  is  neverthelesa  a  valid  instrument 
Suppose,  sir,  thia  repealing  power  had  been  exer- 
cised on  another  subject.  Suppose  the  President 
and  Senate  had  undertaken  by  treaty  stipulation 
wholly  to  repeal  the  tax  on  foreign  spirits.  The 
amount  of  the  tax  repealed  cannot  vary  the  prin- 
ciple—if they  can  repeal  a  tax  for  one  dollar,  they 
can  repeal  one  imposing  millions.  Yet  I  appre- 
hend that  the  repeal  by  the  treaty-making  power, 
of  the  tax  last  mentioned,  would  be  considered  so 
outrageous  an  usurpation  of  the  legislative  au- 
thority^  that  it  would  not  be  submitted  to  for  one 
moment. 

Further,  sir,  according  to  the  same  reasoning, 
even  the  airect  tax  might  be  reduced  or  repealed 
by  the  treaty- making  power.  If  by  that  tax  agri- 
culture were  supposed  to  be  oppressed,  the  doc- 
trine contended  lor,  would  enable  the  President 
and  Senate  (the  United  States  receiving  an  equiv- 
alent) to  remove  the  tax  in  order  to  encourage 
the  production  of  such  articles  as  Great  Britain 


might  want  from  this  county,  and  to  supply  her 
with  them  in  greater  abundance,  and  on  better 
terms.  The  articles,  for  instance,  of  cotton,  t^ 
bscco,  and  flour. 

These  cases  all  demonstralo  the  absardity  af 
claiming  for  the  treaty- making  power,  in  thia 
country,  any  control  whatever  over  the  poblie 
revenue.  The  truth  is.  that  except  as  a  part  of 
the  Legislature,  it  possesses  none ;  and  from  tke 
very  structure  of  oor  Qovemment,  cannot  pos- 
sess any. 

The  claim,  sir,  of  the  same  power  to  regulate, 
at  its  pleasure, our  foreign  commerce,  without  the 
interference  of  this  House,  will  be  found  to  r«^ 
on  no  better  grounds. 

If  with  a  view  to  a  better  undersunding,  and 
a  closer  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  were  to  agree  by  eoaventioa 
with  that  nation,  to  probibit  tho  exporiation  «f 
cotton  an^  woeUen  manulaeturfts  froas  tlM  Uaa- 
ted  States,  for  the  next  thirty  years ;  or  were  to 
stipulate  that  the  United  States  should  not  clear 
any  vessel  direct  from  ether  poru  to  France, 
Spain,  Holland,  or  any  other  Burepeao  eoantrp, 
except  to  Great  Briuin,  saeh  eonventiaa  wouM, 
on  tho  face  of  it,  apjptar  to  be  a  complete  and  per- 
fect act,  and  refuirtng.  therefore,  aficeably  to  the 
arguments  of  the  genttemea  on  the  other  side^  ao 
icf islative  saactioa ;  M  that  would  be  neeesMtfy 
would  be  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasary  to  the  collectors  of  the  customs.  If ^  as 
it  has  been  contended,  the  treaty-making  authority 
possesses  absolute  coairol  over  our  foreign  com- 
merce, there  can  exist  no  doubt  of  i^  competency 
to  eater  inco  these  engagements.  Yet  the  very 
attempt  to  control  tli^  would  be  considered 
monstrous,  and  would  no  doubt  be  universally 
resisted.  The  doctrine,  sir,  proves  too  much,  and 
therefore  proves  nothing. 

Again :  suppose  the  treaty-making  power  were, 
as  was  once  contemplated  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, to  engage  that  during  any  European  war 
in  which  Great  Britain  might  be  a  party,  aU 
American  vessels  bound  to  the  ports  of  any  na- 
tion in  hostility  with  Great  Britain,  should  first 
call  or  touch  at  aome  Briix9k  foH^  and  there  pay 
a  loav  ^^^  ^^^  *  licenm  for  the  beaeit  of  prosa- 
ctttiag  their  voyages !  Let  oae  ask  if  sueb  an 
eag^gaosent  wouid  not  be  considered  as  a  most 
daring  usurpation  ?  Yes,  sir,  it  woald  be  viewed 
aa  an  alararing  encroachment  upon  tho  rights  of 
this  House,  aad  of  the  nation,  and  would  be  re- 
pelled with  indfgnation  ?  And  still  this  and  all 
the  cases  of  treaty  stipulation  which  I  have  sop- 
posed  would  come  luily  within  the  role  laid 
down  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
question,  as  the  limit  of  the  treaty-making  power, 
namely,  that  whenever  a  treat j  can,  according  to 
its  own  terms,  execute  itself,  it  reqoires^  no  legis- 
lative sanction.  I  trust  I  have  already  sufBciently 
shown  the  fallacy  of  this  position. 

But  some  genilemen  have  recurred  to  another 
ground  of  argument.  They  say  that  treaties  are 
themselves  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  can, 
therefore^  require  no  legislation  to  give  to  them 
additional  validity.    This  idea  was  slfeauoqalf 
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H.  orR. 


•Bfofoed  by  a  gentleman  from  Massadmeette, 
(Mr.  MiLLfl.) 

In  considering  the  remarks  of  gentiemen  on 
this  ^branch  of  the  subject;  it  will  be  pereeired 
how  necessary  it  is  that  positions  in  debate  should 
be  laid  down  with  acooraev  and  precision.  Qen- 
tlemen  may  be  astonished,  perhaps,  when  I  aa- 
noance  to  them  my  dissent  from  the  position 
whteb  they  have  so  triumphantly  adranced)  in 
selatioft  to  the  suprenoaey  of  treaties.  Now,  I 
deny,  sir,  the  correetaem  of  the  proposition  that 
tieaties  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  1  very 
readily  admit  that  ttealies,  made  under  the  au* 
thority  of  the  United  States,  that  is.  Constitu- 
tional treaties,  are  the  supreme  law  ot  the  land. 
Bui  the  broad,  unqualified  assertion,  that  treaties 
generally,  (whether  violative  of  the  Constitution 
oc  not,)  partake  of  that  high  andsaeied  cfaaraeter, 
is  manifestly  amenable.  Here,  then,  the  very 
gift  of  the  qhestion  is,  whether  the  Conatitntion 
does  in  fact  confer  the  right  to  make  such  a  treaty 
as  the  one  before  us,  without  the  sanction  of  this 
House? 

Havine  endeavored  to  show  thait  suck  ri^t 
has  not  Been  conferred,  I  will  decline  repeaung 
the  argumeou  which  I  have  already  bad  tbe 
honor  of  addressing  to  the  House;  especiallv 
after  the  luminous  exposition  of  the  subject  with 
which  we  have  been  favored  by  the  bonorahle 

Ktntlenaafrom  South  CaroliBa,(Mr.  Lowubbu.) 
or  will  I  detain  yon  respecting  the  deAnittons 
that  have  been  given  with  r^ard  to  the  extent  of 
the  treaty-makiog  power.  As  to  that.  I  will  ob> 
serve^that^ subject  to  the  limitati<ms  of  the  Con*- 
atitntion,  1  should  conceive  the  treaty-OMking 
a«fthority  in  this  country  as  large  and  as  com- 
prehensive as  the  same  authority  in  any  ether 
civilised  State.  After  conceding  to  this  House 
the  privileges  for  which  it  contends,  and  which 
are  evidently  guarantied  to  it  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, there  would  still  be  left  to  the  treaty-makinfir 
authority  a  wide  range  of  powers.  For  instance, 
the  entire  subject  of  belligerent  regulations)  in* 
eluding  the  most  important  topic  of  imprees- 
meat;  the  question  of  searoh,  the  subject  of 
boundaries,  and  mauy  others  which  it  would  be 
uaeless  perhaps  to  enumerate* 

i  cannot  perceive,  sir,  the  advantage  of  resort- 
iog,  as  gentlemen  have  done,  to  the  JBritieh  Gov-- 
ernment  for  precedents  on  this  oceasioa.  The 
analogius  between  that  Government  and  ours, 
aw  in  ffenenal  too  weak  to  authorise  the  dedoo- 
titm  therefrom  of  any  principle  that  can  be  safely 
depended  on.  It  is  understood,  however,  that 
the  practice  even  of  the  British  Government  has 
always  been  in  accordance  with  the  principles 
wfaieb  are  maintained  by  the  advocates  of  this 

hill* 

It  reeults,  therefore,  from  eyer^  view  of  the 
subject,  of  which  I  conceive  it  is  fairly  suscepti- 
ble, that  the  bill  now  before  us  is  not  only  not  an 
useless  one,  as  it  has  been  said  to  be.  but  that  it 
is  absolutely  indispensable ;  indispensable,  in  order 
to  the  fulfilment  of  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty, 
and  because  it  relates  to  powers  which  cannot  be 
eaereiaed  without  the  coacurrence  of  this  House. 


Mr.  Calhoun  observed,  that  the  votes  on  thSa 
bill  had  been  ordered  to  be  recorded;  and  that 
the  House  would  see,  in  his  peculiar  situation,  a 
sufficient  apology  for  his  offering  his  reasons  for 
the  rejection  of  the  bill.  He  had  no  dtspositiou 
to  speak  on  this  bill,  as  he  felt  contented  lO'let  it 
take  that  course  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
majority,  it  ought,  until  the  members  were  ddled 
on  by  the  order  of  the  House  lo  record  tbeie 
votes. 

The  question  presented  for  consideration  ie 
perfectly  simple,  and  easily  understood — Is  thin 
bill  necessary^ to  ^ive  valtdtty  to  the  late  trea^ 
with  Great  Britain  ?  It  appeared  to  him  that 
this  question  is  susceptible  of  a  decision,  without 
considering  whether  a  treaty  can  in  any  case  set 
aside  a  law;  or,  to  be  more  particular,  whether 
the  treaty  which  this  bill  purposes  to  carry  into 
efiect  does  repeal  the  discriminating  duties.  The 
House  will  remember  that  a  law  was  passed  at 
the  close  of  the  last  session  conditionaUy  repeal* 
ing  those  duties.  That  act  proposed  to  repeal 
them  in  relation  to  any  natioa  which  woulu  ou 
its  part  agree  to  repeal  similar  duties  as  to  thin 
country.  On  the  contingeney  happeniAff  the  law 
became  positive.  It  has  happened,  and  has  beea 
announced  to  the  country  that  Kaghind  hen 
agreed  to  repeal.  The  President,  in  proclaimiBg 
the  treaty,  has  notified  the  fact  to  the  House  and 
country.  Why  then  propose  to  do  that  by  thia 
bill  which  has  already  been  done  by  a  previoua 
scti  He  knew  it  had  been  said  in  conversation 
that  the  provisioas  of  the  act  were  not  as  broad 
as  the  treaty.  It  did  not  strike  him  so.  Thef 
aroeared  to  him  to  be  commensurate.  He  would 
also  reason  from  the  appearance  of  this  House 
that  they  were  not  very  deeply  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  this  bill.  He  never,  on  any  iai» 
portent  occasion,  saw  it  so  indifferent.  Whence 
could  this  arise  ?  From  the  want  of  importance  9 
If,  indeed,  the  existence  of  the  treaty  depeaded 
on  the  passage  of  this  bill,  nothing  soareel|r 
could  be  more  interesting.  It  would  be  calcu- 
lated to  excite  strong  feelings.  We  all  know  how* 
the  country  was  agitated  when  Jay's  Treaty  waa 
before  this  House.  The  question  was  on  an  a^ 
propriatiou  to  csrry  it  into  effect—- a  power  aa-* 
koowledged  by  all  to  belong  to  the  House — aa^ 
OB  the  exercise  of  which  the  existence  of  tfco 
treaty  was  felt  to  depend.  The  feelings  manl^ 
fested  corresponded  with  this  conviction.  Not 
so  on  this  occasion.  Further:  the  treaty  baa 
already  assumed  the  form  of  law.  It  is  so  pro^ 
claimed  to  the  community ;  the  words  of  the 
proclamation  are  not  material ;  it  speaks  for  it- 
self; and  if  it  means  anything,  it  aaaouoees  the 
treaty  as  a  rule  of  public  conduct,  as  a  law  e>» 
acting  the  obedience  of  the  people.  Were  he  of 
the  opposite  side,  if  he  indeed  believed  this  treaty 
to  be  a  dead  letter  until  it  had  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  Congress,  he  would  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table  and  move  an  inquiry  into  the  fact  why  the 
treaty  has  been  proclaimed  as  a  law  before  it 
bad  received  the  proper  sanction.  It  is  true,  the 
Bxecntive  has  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  treaty 
to  the  House;  but  has  he  sent  the  negotiation  1 
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Has  he  giyen  Any  light  to  judge  why  it  should 
receive  the  sanction  of  this  boo/  ?  Do  gentle- 
men mean  to  say  that  information  is  not  needed ; 
chat  though  we  have  the  right  to  pass  laws  to 
give  validity  to  treaties,  yet  we  are  bound  by  a 
moral  obligation  to  pass  such  laws  ?  To  talk  of 
the  right  of  this  House  to  sanction  treaties,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  assert  that  it  is  under  a  moral 
obligation  not  to  withhold  that  sanction,  is  a  sol- 
ecism. No  sound  mind  that  understands  the 
terms  can  possibly  assent  to  it.  He  would  cau- 
tion the  House,  while  it  was  extending  its  powers 
td  eases  which  he  believed  did  not  belonj^  to  it, 
to  take  care  lest  it  should  lose  its  substantial  and 
undoubted  power.  He  would  put  it  on  its  guard 
against  the  dangerous  doctrine  that  it  can  in  any 
case  become  a  mere  registering  body.  Another 
fact  in  regard  to  this  treaty.  It  does  not  stipu- 
late that  a  law  should  pass  to  repeal  the  duties 
proposed  to  be  repealed  by  this  bill,  which  would 
be  Its  proper  form,  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  nego- 
tiators a  law  was  necessary  ;  but  it  stipulates  in 
positive  terms  for  their  repeal  without  consulting 
or  regarding  us. 

Mr.  C.  here  concluded  this  part  of  the  discus- 
sion, by  stating  that  it  appeared  to  him,  from  the 
whole  complexion  of  the  case,  that  the  bill  be- 
fore the  House  was  mere  form,  and  not  supposed 
to  be  necessary  to  the  validity  of  the  treaty.  It 
would  be  proper  however,  he  observed,  to  reply 
to  the  arguments  which  have  been  urged  on 
the  general  nature  of  the  treaty-making  power, 
and,  as  it  was  a  subject  of  great  importance,  he 
solicited  the  attentive  hearing  of  the  House.  It 
is  not  denied,  he  believed,  that  the  President  with 
the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  the  Senate  have 
aright  to  make  commercial  treaties;  it  is  not 
asserted  that  this  treaty  is  couched  in  such  gen- 
eral terms  as  to  require  a  law  to  carrv  the  details 
into  execution.  Why  then  is  this  bill  necessary  ? 
Because,  say  gentlemen,  that  the  treaty  of  iuelf, 
without  the  aid  of  this  bili,  cannot  exempt  Brit- 
ish tonnage  and  goods  imported  in  their  bottoms, 
from  the  operation  of  the  law  laying  additional 
duties  on  foreign  tonnage  and  goods  imported  in 
foreign  vessels;  or,  giving  the  question  a  more 

Emeral  form,  because  a  treaty  cannot  annul  a 
w.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bab- 
boob.)  who  argued  this  point  very  distinctl]r, 
though  not  satisfactorily,  took  as  his  general  posi- 
tion, that  to  repeal  a  law  is  a  legislative  act, 
and  can  o)ily  be  done  by  law;  that,  in  the  distri- 
bution of  the  legislative  treaty-making  power,  the 
right  to  repeal  a  law  fell  exclusively  under  the 
former.  How  does  this  comport  with  the  ad- 
mission immediately  made  by  him,  that  the  Treaty 
of  Peace  repealed  the  act  declaring  war?  If  he 
admits  the  fact  in  a  single  case,  what  becomes  of 
bis  exclusive  legislative  right  7  He  indeed  felt 
that  his  rule  failed  him,  and  in  explanation  as- 
sumed a  position  entirely  new ;  for  he  admitted 
that  when  the  treaty  did  that  which  was  not  au- 
thorized to  be  done  by  law,  it  did  not  require  the 
sanction  of  Congress,  and  might  in  its  operation 
repeal  a  law  inconsistent  with  it.  He  said,  Con- 
gress is  not  authorized  to  make  peace ;  and  for 


this  reason  a  Treatjr  of  Peace  repeals  the  act  de* 
ciaring  war.    In  this  position,  he  understood  his 
colleague  substantially  to  concur.    He  hoped  to 
make  it  appear  that,  in  taking  this  ground,/thef 
have  both  yielded  the  point  in  discussion.    He 
would  establish,  be  trusted,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  House,  that  the  treaty-making  power,  when 
it  was  legitimately  exercised,  always  did  that 
which  could  not  be  done  by  law ;  and  that  the 
reasons  advanced  to  prove  that  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  repealed  the  act  making  war,  so  far  from 
being  peculiar  to  that  case,  appiv  to  all  treatiee. 
They  do  not  form  an  exception,  but  in  fact  con- 
stitute the  rule.    Why  then,  be  asked,  cannot 
Congress  make  peace?    T he v  have  the  power 
to  declare  war.    All  acknowledge  this  power* 
Peace  and  war  are  the  opposites.    They  are  the 
positive  and  negative  terms  of  the  same  proposi- 
tion ;  and  what  rule  of  construction  more  clear, 
than  that  when  a  power  is  given  to  do  an  act,  the 
power  is  also  given  to  repeal  it  ?    By  what  right 
do  you  repeal  taxes,  reduce  your  Army,  lay  up 
your  Navy,  or  repeal  any  law,  but  by  the  force  of 
this  plain  rule  of  construction?    Why  cannot 
Congress  then  repeal  the  act  declaring  war  ?  He 
acknowledged  with  the  gentleman,  they  cannot, 
consistently  with  reason.    The  solution  of  this 
question  explained  the  whole- difficulty.     The 
reason  is  plain;  one  Power  may  make  war;  it 
requires  two  to  make  peace.    It  is  a  slate  of  mu- 
tual amity  succeeding  mutual  hostility  ;  it  is  a 
state  that  cannot  be  created  but  with  the  consent 
of  both  parties.    It  required  a  contract  or  a  treaty 
between  the  nations  at  war.    Is  thb  peculiar  to 
a  Treaty  of  Peace?    No,  it  is  common  to  all 
treaties.    It  rises  out  of  their  nature,  and  not  from 
any  accidenul  circumstance  attaching  itself  to  a 
particular  class.    It  is  no  more  or  less  than  that 
Congress  cannot  make  a  contract  with  a  foreign 
nation.   Let  us  apply  it  to  a  treaty  of  commerce — 
to  this  verv  caye.    Can  Congress  do  what  this 
treaty  has  done?    It  has  repealed  the  discrimi- 
nating duties  between  this  country  and  England* 
Either  could  by  law  repeal  its  own.    But  by  law 
they  could  go  no  farther;  and  for  the  same  rea- 
son that  peace  cannot  be  made  by  law.    When- 
ever, then,  an  ordinary  subject  of  legislatioa  can 
only  be  regulated  by  contract,  it  passes  from  the 
sphere  of  the  ordinary  power  of  making  laws, 
and  attachea  itself  to  that  of  making  treatiea, 
wherever  it  is  lodged.  All  acknowledge  the  troth 
of  this  conclusion,  where  the  subject  on  which  the 
treaty  operates  is  not  expressly  given  to  Congress* 
But  in  other  cases  they  consider  the  two  powers  as 
concurrent ;  and  conclude,  from  the  nature  of  such 
powers,  that  such  treaties  must  beconfirmed  by  law. 
Will  they  acknowledge  the  opposite,  that  laws  on 
such  subjects  must  beconfirmed  bv  treaties?  And 
if,  as  they  state,  a  law  can  repeal  a  treaty  when 
concurrent,  why  not  a  treaty  a  law  ?    Into  such 
absurdities  do  false  doctrines  lead.    The  truth  is, 
the  Wgislative  and  treaty-making  power,  are  never 
in  the  atrict  sense  concurrent.    They  both  may 
have  the  same  subjeci,  as  in  this  case  commerce; 
but  thejf  discharge  functions  as  different  ia  rela- 
tion to  it  in  their  nature,  as  their  suliiject  is  aiikfi. 
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Wbcn  we  speak  of  coiiearreDt  powers,  we  mean 
whea  both  can  do  the  same  thing;  but  he  con- 
Ceoded,  that  when  the  two  powers  under  disens- 
sioD  were  confined  to  their  proper  sphere,  not 
only  the  law  could  not  do  what  could  be  done  by 
treaty,  but  the  reverse  was  true;  that  is,  they 
Defer  are  nor  can  be  concurrent  powers.    It  is 
only  when  we  reason  on  this  subject  that  we  mis- 
take ;  in  all  other  cases  the  common  sense  of  the 
House  and  country  decide  correctly.    It  is  pro- 
posed to  establish  some  regulation  of  commerce ; 
we  immediately  inquire,  does  it  depend  on  our 
will ;  can  we  make  the  desired  regulation  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  any  foreign  Power.   If  so, 
it  belongs  to  Congress,  and  any  one  would  feel  it 
to  be  absurd  to  attempt  to  effect  it  by  treaty.  On 
the  contrary,  does  it  require  the  consent  or  a  for- 
eign Power;  is  it  proposed  to  grant  m  favor,  to 
repeal  discriminating  duties  on  both  sides?    It  is 
equally  felt  to  belong  to  the  treaty  power ;  and 
he  would  be  thought  insane  who  would  propose 
to  abolish  the  discriminating  duties  in  any  case, 
by  an  act  of  the  American  Congress.    It  is  cal- 
culated, he  felt,  almost  to  insult  the  good  sense  of 
the  House,  to  dwell  on  a  point  apparently  so  clear. 
What  then  would  he  infer  from  what  had  been 
advanced  1    Thai,  according  to  the  argument  of 
gentlemen,  treaties,  producing  a  state  of  things 
inconsistent  with  the  prorisions  of  an  existing 
law,  annul  such  provisions.    But  as  he  did  not 
agree  with  them  in  the  view  which  they  took,  he 
would  here  present  his  own  for  consideration. 
Why  then  has  a  treaty  the  force  which  he  attri- 
buted to  it  ?    Because  it  is  an  act  in  its  own  na- 
ture paramount  to  laws  made  by  the  common 
legislative  powers  of  the  country.    It  ik  in  fact  a 
law  and  something  more,  a  law  established  by 
contract  between  independent  nations.    To  an- 
aJogise  it  to  private  life,  law  has  the  same  rela- 
tions to  treaty,  as  the  resolution  taken  by  an  in- 
dividual to  his  contract.    An  individual  may 
make  the  most  deliberate  promise — he  may  swear 
it  in  the  most  solemn  form — that  he  would  not 
sell  his  house  or  any  other  property  he  may  have; 
yet,  if  he  would  afterwards  sell,  the  sale  would 
be  valid  in  law;  he  would  not  be  admitted  in  a 
court  of  justice  to  plead  his  oath  against  his  con- 
tract.   Take  a  case  of  Government  in  its  simple 
form,  where  it  was  purely  despotic,  that  is,  all 
power  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a  single  individual. 
Would  not  his  treaties  repeal  inconsistent  edicts  ? 
Let  us  now  ascend  from  the  instances  cited,  to 
illustrate  the  nature  of  the'  two  powers,  to  the 
principle  on  which  the  paramount  character  of  a 
treaty  rests.    A  treaty  always  affects  the  inter- 
ests of  two;  a  law,  only  that  of  a  single  nation. 
It  is  an  established  principle  of  politics  and  mo- 
rality, that  the  interest  of  the  many  is  paramount 
to  that  of  the  few.    In  fact,  it  is  a  principle  so 
radical,  that  without  it  no  system  of  moralityf  no 
rational  scheme  of  Government,  could  exist.    It 
is  for  this  reason  that  contractsi  or  that  treaties, 
which  are  only  the  contracts  of  independent  na« 
tions,or,  to  express  both  in  two  words,  that  plighted 
faith  has  in  all  ages  and  nations  been  considered 
so  solemn.    But  it  is  said,  in  opposition  to  this 


position,  that  a  subsequent  law  can  repeal  a- 
treaty;  and  to  this  proposition,  he  understood 
that  the  member  from  North  Carolina  f  Mr.  Gas- 
ton) assented.  Strictly  speaking,  he  denied  the 
fact.  He  kiiew  that  a  law  might  assume  the  ap- 
pearance of  repealing  a  treaty ;  but  he  insisted  it 
was  only  in  appearance,  and  that,  in  point  of  fact, 
it  was  not  a  repeal.  Whenever  a  law  was  pro* 
posed,  declaring  a  treaty  void,  he  considered  that 
the  House  acted  not  as  a  legislative  body,  but 
judicially.  He  would  illustrate  his  ideas?  If 
the  House  is  a  moral  body,  that  is,  if  it  it  gov- 
erned by  reason  and  virtn^  which  it  must  alwaya 
be  presumed  to  be,  the  only  question  that  ever 
could  occupy  its  attention  whenever  a  treaty  is 
to  be  declared  void,  is  whether,  under  all  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  the  treaty  is  not  al- 
ready destroyed,  by  being  violated  by  the  nation 
with  whom  it  is  made,  or  by  the  existence  of 
some  other  circumstance,  if  other  there  can  be. 
The  House  determines  this  question.  Is  the  coun- 
try any  longer  bound  by  the  treaty  ?  Has  it  not 
ceased  to  exist  1  The  nation  passes  in  judgment 
on  its  own  contract;  and  this,  from  the  necessity 
of  the  case,  as  it  admits  no  superior  power  to 
which  it  can  refer  for  decision.  If  any  other  con- 
sideration moves  the  House  to  repeal  a  treaty,  it 
can  be  considered  onlv  in  the  light  of  a  violation 
of  a  contract  acknowledged  to  be  binding  on  the 
country.  A  nation  may,  it  is  true,  violate  iu 
contract;  they  may  even  do  this  under  the  form 
of  law;  but  he  was  not  considering  what  might 
be  done,  but  what  might  be  rightfully  done.  It 
is  not  a  question  of  power,  but  of  right.  Why 
are  not  these  positions,  in  themselves  so  clear, 
universally  assented  to  ?  Gentlemen  are  alarmed 
at  imaginary  consequences.  They  argue  not  as 
if  seeking  for  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution, 
but  as  if  deliberating  on 'the  subject  of  making 
one ;  not  as  members  of  the  Legislature,  and  aat- 
ing  under  a  Constitution  already  established,  but 
as  that  of  a  convention  about  to  frame  one.  For 
his  part,  he  had  always  regarded  the  Constitution 
as  a  work  of  great  wisdom^  and,  being  the  instru- 
ment under  which  we  existed  as  a  body,  it  waa 
our  duty  to  bow  to  its  enactments,  whatever  they 
may  be,  with  submission.  We  ought  scarcely  to 
indulge  a  wish  that  its  provisions  should  be  differ- 
ent from  what  they  in  fact  are.  The  conse- 
quences, however,  which  appear  to  work  with  so 
much  terror  on  the  minds  of  the  gentlemen,  he 
considered  to  be  without  any  ju»t  foundation. 
The  treaty-making  power  has  many  and  power- 
ful limits ;  and  it  will  be  found,  when  he  came  to 
discuss  what  those  limits  are,  that  it  cannot  de- 
stroy the  Constitution,  our  personal  liberty,  in- 
volve ns  without  the  assent  of  this  House  in  war, 
or  grant  away  our  money.  The  limits  he  pro- 
posed to  this  power  are  not  the  same,  it  is  true, 
but  they  appeared  to  him  much  more  rational 
and  powernu  than  those  which  were  supposed  to 
present  effectual  guards  to  its  abuse.  Let  us  now 
consider  what  they  are  1  The  grant  of  the  power 
to  make  treaties  is  couched  in  the  most  general 
terms.  The  words  of  the  Constitution  are,  that 
the  President  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the 
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advice  and  eooscat  of  the  Senate,  to  make  trea« 
ties,  pravided  two^thirds  of  the  Senators  present 
concur.  In  a  snbcequcnt  part  of  tlie  Coostitu- 
tion,  treaties  are  declared  to  be  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land.  Whatever  limits  are  imposed  on 
those  general  terms  ought  to  be  the  resoit  of  the 
sound  coBstrnction  of  the  instmrneat.  There 
appeared  to  him  bat  two  restrictions  on  its  exer- 
cise; the  one  derived  from  the  nature  of  our 
Government,  and  the  other  from  that  of  tbe  power 
itself.  Most  eeriaioly  all  grants  of  power  under 
the  Constitution  must  be  eootroUed  bv  that  instrn* 
meat ;  for,  having  their  existence  from  it,  they 
idost  of  necessity  assume  that  form  which  the 
Constitution  has  imposed.  This  is  acknowledged 
to  be  true  of  the  legislative  power,  and  it  is  doubt- 
less equally  so  of  the  power  to  make  treaties. 
Tiie  limits  of  the  former  are  exactly  marked;  it 
was  necessary  to  prevent  collision  with  similav 
co-existing  State  powers.  This  country  is  divi- 
ded in  to  man  y  distwot  sovereignties.  £xact  enu* 
meratien  here  is  necessary  to  prevent  the  most 
danfcrons  consequences.  The  enumeration  of 
legislative  powers  in  the  Constitution  has  rela- 
tion then,  not  to  the  treaty-power,  but  to  the  pow- 
ers of  UiB  State.  In  out  rdation  to  the  rest  of 
the  world  the  case  is  reversed.  Here  the  States 
disappear.  Divided  within,  we  pment  the  exte- 
rior of  undivided  sovereignty.  The  wisdom  of 
the  Constitution  appears  conspicuous.  When 
enumeration  was  needed,  there  we  find  the  powers 
enumerated  and  exactly  defined ;  when  not^  we 
do  not  find  what  would  be  vain  and  pernicious. 
Whatever,  then,  concerna  our  foreign  relations ; 
whatever  leqiiircs  the  consent  of  another  nation, 
belongs  to  the  treaty  power;  can  only  be  regulated 
by  it;  aad  it  is  competent  to  regulate  all  such 
subjects;  provided,  and  here  are  its  true  limits, 
such  regulations  are  not  inconsistent  with  the 
Constitution.  If  so  they  are  void.  No  treaty 
can  alter  the  fabric  of  our  Cbvemment,  nor  can 
it  do  that  which  the  Constitution  has  expressly 
forbad  to  be  done ;  nor  can  it  do  that  differently 
which  is  directed  to  be  done  in  a  given  mode, 
and  all  other  modes  prohibited.  For  instaace,  the 
Cottstitntion  of  the  united  States  says,  no  money 
*^  shall  be  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury  but  by  an 
appropriation  made  by  law."  Of  eoufse  no  sub- 
sidy can  be  granted  wiibtNit  an  act  of  law,  and  a 
treaty  of  alliance  could  not  involve  the  couatrv 
in  war  without  the  consent  of  this  House.  With 
this  limitation  it  is  easy  to  explain  the  ease  put 
by  my  colleague,  who  said  that,  according  to  one 
limitatioii,  a  treaty  mt^ht  have  prohibited  the 
.  introduction  of  a  certain  description  of  persons 
before  the  year  1808i|  notwithstaading  the  clause 
in  the  Constitution  to  the  contrary.  Mr.  C.  said 
that  he  would  speak  plainly  on  this  point ;  it  was 
the.  iniention  of  the  Constitution  that  the  slave 
trade  should  be  tolerated  till  the  time  mentioned. 
It  covered  him  with  confusion  to  name  it  here. 
He  felt  ashamed  of  such  a  tolerance,  and  took  a 
large  part  of  the  disgrace,  as  he  represented  a 
part  of  the  Union  by  whose  influence  it  might  be 
supposed  to  have  been  iiuroduced.  Though  Con 
gvess  alone  is  prohibited  by  the  words  of  th 


clause  from  iahibitinf  that  odious  traffic,  yet  hk 
colleague  would  aduut  that  it  was  intend^  to  be 
a  general  prohibition  on  the  Government  of  the 
Union. « lie  perceived  his  colleague  indicated 
his  dissent.  It  will  be  neeessary  to  be  more  ex- 
plicit. Here  Mr.  C.  read  that  part  of  the  Coa- 
stitution,  and  showed  that  the  word  '^  Congress" 
might  be  left  out,  in  conformity  to  other  paris  of 
the  Constitution,  without  injury  to  the  sense  of 
the  clause ;  and  ne  insisted  that  the  plain  mean- 
ing of  tJie  parties  to  the  Constitution,  was.  that 
the  uade  should  continue  till  1808,  sind  that  a 
prohibition  bv  ueaty  wonld  be  equally  against 
the  sj^irit  of  the  instrument.  Besides  these  Con- 
stitutional limits,  the  treaty  power,  like  all  pow- 
ers, has  others  derived  from  its  object  and  nature. 
It  has  for  its  object  contracts  with  foreign  na- 
tions, as  the  powers  of  Congress  have  for  tiieir 
object  whatever  can  be  done  in  relation  to  tha 
powers  delegated  to  it  without  the  consent  of 
foreigtt  nations.  Bach  in  its  proper  sphere  ofex* 
ates  with  ^neral  influence ;  but  when  they  be- 
came erratic,  then  they  were  portentous  aad  dan- 
gerous. A  treaty  never  can  legitimately  do  that 
which  can  be  done  by  law ;  and  the  converse  Is 
also  true*  Suppose  the  discriminating  dutiee  re- 
pealed on  both  sides  by  law,  yef  what  is  eflected 
by  this  treaty  would  not  even  then  be  done;  tha 
plighted  faith  wocdd  be  wanting.  Either  side 
might  repeal  its  law  without  breach  of  contract. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  gentlemen  are  too  nuMdi 
influenced  on  the  subject  by  the  example  of 
Qreat  Britain.  Instead  of  looking  to  the  natura 
of  our  Gtovernment,  they  have  been  swayed  in 
their  opinion  by  the  pncticB  of  that  Qoveraraent 
to  which  we  are  bnt  too  much  in  the  habit  of 
looking  for  precedents.  Much  anxiety  has  t^ 
cently  been  evincied  to  be  independent  of  JSngUsh 
broadcloths  and  muslins.  He  hop(«l  it  indios^ed 
the  approach  of  a  period  when  we  should  aJso 
throw  ofiT  the  thraldom  of  thought.  The  truth 
is,  but  little  analogy  cxisu  between  this  and  ao^ 
other  Government.  It  is  the  pride  of  ours  to  m 
(bonded  in  reason  and  equity;  all  othvs  have 
originated  more  or  less  in  fraud,  violence,  or  aoet^ 
dent.  The  right  to  make  treaties  in  E»iwland 
can  only  be  ditermined  by  the  practice  of  that 
Qovernment,  as  she  has  no  written  Coastitutian* 
Her  practice  may  be  wise  in  regard  to  her  Qov- 
ernment, when  it  would  be  very  imprudent  hare. 
Admitting  the  fact  to  be,  theoj  that  the  King  re- 
fers all  commercial  treaties  amectrng  the  munici- 
pal regulations  of  the  oouatrv  to  Parliament,  foe 
Its  sanction,  the  ground  would  be  very  feeble  to 

grove  that  to  be  the  intention  of  our  Constitution* 
itronc  diiierence  exists  between  the  forme  of  the 
two  dovernmeats.  The  King  is  hereditary ;  he 
alone,  without  the  participation  of  either  House 
of  Parliament,  negotiates  and  makes  treaties; 
they  have  no  Constitution  eoMttatiog  from  tha 
people,  slike  superioc  to  the  Legislature  and  the 
King.  Not  so  here.  The  President  is  elected 
for  a  short  period ;  he  is  amenable  to  the  public 
opinion ;  he  is  liable  to  be  impeached  for  corrup- 
tion ;  he  oaanot  make  treaties  without  the  con- 
currence of  two-thirds  of  tha  Senate,  a  fact  very 
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lastsrkl  to  be  roinembercd|-whieh  body  is  in  like 
manner  responstUe  to  the  people  mt  periods  not 
very  remote ;  above  all,  as  the  laws  and  Oonsii- 
tmioQ  are  here  perfoeily  distinct,  and  the  latter 
is  alike  sttpcrior  to  laws  and  treaties,  the  treaty 
power  cannot  change  the  form  of  Gtovcrnmeitt, 
or  encroach  on  the  liberties  of  the  eonniry,  with* 
out  tnoroaehing  on  tJMt  instrument,  which,  so 
lonf  as  the  people  aie  free,  wiU  be  watched  with 
▼iffilaooe. 

mr«  RikN noLPH  said,  when  he  took  his  seat  yes- 
terday, or  rather  before  ho  was  qualified  to  take 
his  sect,  ho  had  considered  the  bill  then  and  now 
vndor  disciiision  as  one  of  perhaps  aa  trivial  a  na- 
ture as  evef  engaged  the  attention  of  this  Homo, 
or  of  aoy  legislatcve  body.  Bat,  of  this  bilL  it 
might  be  mid,  vim  aojmrU  emndQ;  and  of  this 
perhaps  he  was  abont  to  afford  the  Hoine  seme 
proof,  by  adding  his  little  rHl  to  swell  the  torrent 
of  debate  to  which  this  bill  had  given  rise.  Cer- 
teinly— «nd  ho  knew  with  what  sasmeions  snob 
deckratioos  were  generaUjr  received,  tmt  he  spoke 
it  6oiia,/icii-i*ho  had  no  intention  to  otter  one 
word  on  the  sobjeet  until  he  heard  docttines 
iqpmnst  which  he  felt  himself  bound  to  enter  his 
solemn  protmt.  He  might  soy  of  this  hill,  na  of 
som«  disem,  the  danger  was  in  the  mode  of 
tceaiment,  \m  the  doctor,  and  not  in  the  disease. 
He  hoped  the  f^entleman  from  Sooth  Carolina 
wmilil  pBfdoa  him  when  he  hail  heard  doctrines 
from  him  thia  dsy^  against  which  he  felt  it  his 
sokmft  and  bounden  dnty  to  enter  his  protmt. 
There  was  noil»ng  in  ihis^  he>  knew,  to  alarm 
the  geailcaan,  for  it  was  tho  protest  of  a  feeble 
iamted  individttal,  b«t  of  an  individtml  wlio 
would  disehargn  his  duty  off  this  fioor  and  en 
this  fioor,  with  the  same  zeal  and  peiseveraoce 
as  if  he  commanded  a  majority  of  the  House  at 
his  b«Dk«  If  he  imderstood  the  gendeano,  Mr. 
B.  said,  he  had  declaimed  that  a  treaty,  being  of  the 
aatttfo  of  a  eompact,  touching  the  interests  of 
other  nations  than  our  own,  it  therefore  follow- 
ed, that  the  treaty-making  power,  so  long  as  it 
confined  itself  to  its  own  sphere,  that  of  contract ; 
SO:  long  aa  it  received  equivalenu  for  wiiat  it 
gave,  whether  real  or  nominal,  according  to  the 
gentleman's  doctrine  no  matter — ^they  are  not 
to  be  cfippled  o^  not  to  be  examined;  that  in* 
aanoch  as  the  interest  of  two  nations  instead 
of  one,  were  concerned  in  all  treatiea;  therefore 
the  treaty'making  power  is  paramount  to  the 
legialfttive  power-<— did  -he  or  did  he  not  under- 
stand the  sentleman  ?  It  was  impossible  to  mis- 
understand him ;  for,  Mr*  R.  said,  he  had  stated 
his  positions  with  a  preeisiou  and  clearnms  which 
left  no  room  for  douht-^yea,  that  treaties,  being 

Cnmoont,  of  course  repealed  the  law  of  the 
ad,  so  far  as  the  law  of  the  laoid  came  into  col- 
lision with  any  article  of  a  treaty  which  was 
confined  to  the  legitimate  objects  ot  a  treaty,  viz: 
to  contracts  with  another  nation.  But  the  hon* 
orabU  gentleasan  from  Somh  Carolina  had.  with 
neouliar  infelicity  of  illoatration,  drawn  ezaboples 
iron  despotic  Uovernments.  Would  a  treaty 
made  by  a  Sultan  of  Constantinople  or  an  Bm- 
peior  of  France  go  to  repeal  a  low  of  the  Turkish 


or  French  empire?  Certainly  it  would.  For 
what  ste  the  laws  of  a  despotic  monarchy  but 
the  breath  of  the  sovereign,  call  him  what  you 
will  ?  And  was  that  an  analogy  on  which  to  found 
a  construction  of  our  Constitution,  on  which  the 
gentleman  had  bestowed  so  high  but  not  unde- 
served an  eulogium?  No;  it  wss  because  a 
treaty  made  by  a- despotic  Power  will  repeal  the 
law  of  the  land  there,  that  a  treaty  made  by  Pres- 
idential authority  will  not  repeal  the  law  of  tlie 
land  here.  To  come  to  the  gentleman's  e^perC- 
moitem  crifcit,  and  try  the  strength  of  his  argu- 
ment, that  a  treaty  is  pammount  to  the  law  of 
the  land.  Suppose  the  Treaty  of  Peace  bad  con- 
tained a  provision  for  ceding  away  a  part  or  the 
whole  o#  South  Carolina,  as  an  equivalent  for 
Xansnica,  lor  territory  in  India,  or  for  Ireland. 
Would  the  gentleman  consider  such  a  stipolatioa, 
although  in  the  naturoof  aoontmot,  as  amounting 
to  a  law  of  the  land?  But,  perhaps,  he  said,  he 
should  be  told  that  that  whieh  is  paramount  to 
the  law  of  the  lead,  u  not  paramount  to  the  Co»- 
stitntioo,  and  that  the  Constitution  prohibits  tite 
cession  of  a  State  or  part  of  a  State  to  a  foreign 
Power.  It  was  unquestionably  true,  whatever 
might  be  hie  mnnion,  that  such  is  not  the  oniver- 
m1  opinioa ;  although  it  might  perhaps  be  proved 
by  the  event,  that  as  the  United  Sfaiee  had  here- 
toibre  acquired  territorv  by  treaty,  we  have  also 
parted  with  territory  by  treaty — as  in  the  in- 
stance of  Moose  Island,  and  it  may  be.  in  the  in- 
stance of  the  new  boundary  line  to  be  run  be- 
tween us  and  Canada,  that  'it  may  be  so  run  as 
to  take  off  part  of  the  territory  which  was  a  part 
of  the  United  Siates^yes,  a  part  of  the  good  old 
thirteen  United  States. 

Bur,  the  gentlenmn  had  said  something  of  the 
efleet  of  a  contract  of  an  individual  on  an  oath 
previously  taken.  What  analogy,  Mr.  R.  asked, 
was  there  between  the  absurd  and  preposterous 
conduct  of  an  individual  who  attempu  to  tie  him- 
self up  by  an  oath  from  Imprudence,  from  the 
ffambling-table,from  the  bottle,  from  squandering 
his  estate,  dtc.,and  the  acts  of  Government,  espe- 
ciaUy  as  those  acts  are  affected  by  the  acts  of 
two  brancbet  of  the  Oorerufnent  farthest  re- 
moved from  the  people,  who  do  not  speak  their 
sense  aa  mtich  as  we  do  f  Mr.  R.  here  ezpremd 
a  doubt  whether,  from  having  been  out  of  the 
habit  of  speaking  and  having  overstrained  his 
voice,  he  had  been  able  to  make  bimsdf  ucder- 
stood.  He  then  adverted  to  the  observation  of  the 
gentleman  frmn  South  Carolina,  that  the  Prest- 
dent  and  Senate  have  an  unquestionable  right 
to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  of  war  by  mak- 
ing a  Treaty  of  Peaee,  over  which  this  House 
could  have  no  control.  Mr.  R.  sgreed  with  that 
gentleman,  that  the  exercise  of  the  power  to  put 
an  end  to  the  calamities  g(  war,  was  the  most 
important  ever  granted  by  a  free  people,  except 
the  exercise  of  the  power  to  declare  war.  He 
agreed  also  with  the  gentleman,  after  Congress 
had  declared  war,  the  President  and  Senate  might 
by  treaty  restore  the  state  of  peace ;  but  be  could 
not  agree  with  the  gentleman,  that  a  treaty,  al- 
though it  should  confine  itself  to  what  the  geor 
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UemaQ  called  a  contract,  was  paramoant  to  law, 
and  competeot  to  repeal  existiog  laws.  Suppose 
that  the  Treaty  of  Peace  bad  been  a  treaty  of  al- 
liance, and  had  stipulated  that  the  United  States 
should  levy  an^armv  of  an  hundred  thousand 
men,  and  that  they  should  be  sent  to  the  Conti- 
nent to  aid  the  British,  Prussian,  and  Austrian 
arms  on  the  plains  of  Waterloo — would  this 
House  have  been  bound  to  raise  the  men  ?  Would 
Congress  have  been  bound  to  provide  the  means 
of  maintaining  them?.  Certainly  not. 

In  the  declaration  of  war,  it  had  been  argued, 
by  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina,  that  the 
House  had  acted  in  a  judicial  capacity.  In  a 
judicial  capacity !  exclaimed  Mr.  R.  He  had 
heard  it,  he  said,  in  and  out  of  this  House,  Ques- 
tioned whether  this  House  acted  ^tidictbus/y  in 
dechiring  war,  but  he  never  heard  it  before  sug- 
gested whether  or  not  they  had  acted  judidaUy 
on  that  occasion.  He  had  never  before  heard 
it  doubted,  whether  the  Congress  in  passing  any 
act,  acted  judicially  or  legislativel]^.  [Mr.  Cal- 
houn here  made  a  brief  explanation  and  state- 
ment of  the  extent  of  his  position.]  Mr.  R.  ex- 
pressed his  obligation  to  the  gentleman  for  hav- 
ing stated  his  arenment  exactly  as  he  had  at  first 
understood  it.  He  would  put  it  to  this  House, 
to  the  nation,  to  every  man,  woman,  and  child 
in  the  nation.  Suppose  the  Treaty  of  London 
had  been  unsitspended  by  the  truce  of  Amiens, 
would  the  declaration  of  war  with  Great  Britain 
have  put  an  end  to  that  treaty  1  It  would ; — and 
would  that  act  have  been  a  judicial  act,  when 
the  consent  of  the  President  and  Senate  was  ne- 
cessary to  our  acting  at  all  ?  Did  the  gentleman 
mean  to  say,  continued  Mr.  R.,  that  when  the 
Treaty  with  France  was  repealed  by  an  act  mak- 
ing war,  during  Mr.  Adams's  administration,  it 
was  repealed  by  a  judicial  act  1  Was  it  possible  ? 
Was  tnere  a  man  wide  awake  who  could  ad- 
vance such  an  opinion  ?  This  House,  he  said, 
acted  judicially  when  it  decided  on  the  qualifi- 
cations of  a  member;  the  Senate  when  it  tried 
an  impeachment.  But  how  could  that  be  a  ju- 
dicial act  which  reads^ — Be  it  enacted  by  the  An- 
ate  and  Mouse  of  RepreeenUUitee^  <fc.  Qo  to  the 
Secretary  of  State's  office,  said  Mr.  R.,  if  the 
rolls  be  still  in  existence,  and  see  in  what  that 
act  differs  from  any  other — the  title  is  as  plain, 
the  parchment  as  smooth.  This  act,  which  re- 
pealed an  existing  treaty,  which  treaty  could  not 
be  revived  after  peace,  unless  renewed  and  agaiu 
ratified,  differs  in  no  respect  of  form  or  solemnity 
from  the  simplest  law  ever  made  for  the  relief  of 
a  petitioner  before  this  House.  It  does  not  differ 
from  any  other  legislative  act;  and  you  have  no 
judicial  power,  as  far  as  my  recollection  now  sup- 
plies me,  beyond  the  rip^ht  to  try  the  title  to  a 
member's  seat,  and  the  right  to  expel  a  refractory 
and  disorderly  member. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  the 
comparison  between  the  constitution  of  Qreat 
Britain  and  that  of  the  United  States,  considering 
it  irrelevant.  Mr.  R.  agreed  that  our  Constitu- 
tion was  to  be  found  in  the  charter,  and  in  the 
practice  under  the  Constitution,  whether  legisla- 


tive or  judicial,  provided  the  precedents  are  taken 
from  good  Coastitotiooal  times — ^for  he  would 
never  take  precedents  under  any  administratiou 
during  times  of  great  turbulence  or  exciteoEient, 
when  the  best  of  us  are  under  temptations,  to 
which  most  of  us  yield,  of  earryingour  pasaiom 
and  prejudices  into  public  life.  With  all  due 
submission  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, and  to  this  House,  Mr.  R.  said  he  did  declare 
that  the  President  and  Senate  did  not  and  never 
had  posaeraed  the  power,  by  any  contract  with  a 
foreign  Power,  of  repealing  any  law  of  the  land, 
or  enacting  any  law  in  its  stead.  This  be  said, 
was  his  opinion  of  this  great  Constitutional  quea- 
tion ;  he  bad  expressed  it  in  this  hasty  wav,  un- 
der the  excitement  of  the  abhorrence — he  hoped 
the  gentleman  would  pardon  him ;  it  had  nothing 
personal  in  it — of  the  abhorrence  he  felt  at  the 
doctrine  which  the  gentleman  had  uttered  on  this 
floor — a  doctrine  which  there  was  a  time  when 
it  would  have  been  called  hi|^hly  federal  doctrine ; 
and  certainly  not  the  less  objectionable  to  Mr.  R. 
on  that  account,  either  at  that  time  or  this — the 
doctrine  that,  so  lon^  as  they  could  find  another 
power  to  contract  with,  the  President  and  Senate 
might  exercise  a  power  paramount  to  all  law, 
though  not  to  the  Constitution.  This  was  too 
dangerous  a  power  to  be  given  to  the  President 
and  Senate  under  such  a  sweeping  clause.  If 
this  bill  had  passed  through  this  House  »ii6jrt2etiltb, 
if  it  had  been  carried  or  rejected,  he  should  never 
have  thought  much  of  it;  for  it  would  never  have 
assumed  to  him  that  aspect,  which  it  had  done 
since  this  morn ing^-si nee  the  gentleman  bad  as- 
serted, that  so  long  as  they  confined  themselves 
to  the  legitimate  sphere  of  contract,  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  might  exercise  a  power  superior 
to  all  law  whatever. 

Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  happy  to  find,  howerer. 
that  the  gentleman  had,  in  a  degree,  dissipatea 
the  horrid  phantom  which  had  so  much  alarmed 
not  his  imagination  but  his  judgment.  The  gen- 
tleman had  admitted,  that  there  was  a  certain  ia> 
fluence — a  certain  Constitutional  check  on  the 
President  and  Senate  of  the  United  States — for 
example,  impeachment  as  regarded  the  President, 
and  public  opinion  as  regarded  the  Senate— ^nd 
that  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  would  at  all 
times  meliorate  the  power  which,  in  the  gentle- 
man's opinion,  the  President  and  Senate  poneaaed 
of  violating  every  law  of  tbe  land.  Mr.  R.  granted 
that  this  was  the  case,  and  that  the  first  releetion 
on  it  had  caused  Mr.  R.  himself  to  depreciate  this 
bill  below  its  actual  importance — ^for  he  really 
bad  thought  the  House  was  making  a  great  deal 
out  of  nothing,  swelling  a  molehill  into  a  moun- 
tain—until he  heard  the  debate,  when  he  became 
convinced,  in  so  far  as  the  power  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  was  important  in  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  it  behooves 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  bold  the  power 
which  had  been  conferred  on  them,  for  tbe  na- 
tion's good,  by  tbe  nation ;  that,  so  far,  this  was 
a  question  of  importance.  That  the  time  should 
ever  come  when  the  President  of  the  United 
States  ahould  dare  to  negotiate  a  treaty  which 
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woold  meet  with  the  decided  reprobatioD  of  the 
people  of  the  country  and  their  Representatifes, 
wan  another  qaestion ;  that  the  time  should  e?er 
come  when  the  Hoose  of  RepreeentatiTes  would 
ever  hare  the  inciTility  to  refuse  to  pass  laws  to 
carry  into  effect  soch  a  treaty,  is  also  another 
qaestion.  I  do  not  beliefe,  said  he,  (addressing 
the  Speaker,)  that  either  of  these  [^riods  wifl 
kappea  in  my  life  time,  or  in  jrour»;  because  I 
beUeve,  sir-^1  hope  lam  not  mistaken^^that  the 
^ood  sense  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  if 
It  please  Qod  to  permit  us  to  remain  in  peace— 
that  cheir  good  sense  will,  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts 
to  swell  up  great  standing  armies,  mighty  nafiea^ 
heavy  taxes,  and  to  advance  the  glory  (as  it  is 
called)  of  the  Gk>rernment  under  which  1  live,  in 
the  blood  and  misery  of  the  people— that  they  will 
put  an  end,  as  they  have  once  before  pot  an  end 
to  such  projects,  toe  same  in  kind  but  differing  in 
degree— differing  indeed,  because  infinitely  bdow 
what  1  have  seen  for  some  time  past  agitated. 
And  whether  the  House  of  Representatives  de- 
clare with  the  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other 
aide  of  the  Hoose,  thai  we  have  the  power,  or 
with  my  friend  from  North  Carolina,  that  we 
have  not  the  power  or  the  right  to  pass  this  bill-** 
during  your  liie-time  and  mine,  the  Constitution 
will  not  be  violated^p  This  bill,  Mr.  R.  repeated, 
was  not  of  much  importance  in  its  matter,  but  in 
the  manner  of  its  discussion.  By  wav  of  pinning 
the  honorable  gentleman  down,  naid  he,  let  me 
conclude  the  few  crude  remarks  I  have  to  make, 
by  this  question ;  suppose  that  a  part  of  the  con- 
tract by  the  late  treaty  had  been,  that  each  party 
should  burn,  sink,  or  dismantle  an  equal  number 
of  ships-of-the-line,  frigates,  and  so  on — ^that  pro- 
vision would  require  no  appropriation } — or,  sup- 
pose the  treaty  had  contained  a  stipulation  to  de- 
stroy all  our  fleet,  provided  Great  Britain  would 
def  troy  an  equal  pumber  of  hers— this  would  have 
required  no  appropriation ;  it  would  have  been 
within  the  legitimate  sphere  of  con  tracta ;  it  would 
have  been  a  bargain;  it  would  have  even  had  re- 
ciprocity ;  it  would  have  kept  the  word  of  promise 
to  the  ear,  but  broke  it  to  the  hope.  But  then, 
aaid  Mr.R.,  comes  in  the  power  of  impeachment— > 
the  great  remedy ;  1  have  no  idea  of  it — ^it  has 
been  tried  and  found  wanting,  in  the  case  of  a 
member  of  the  other  House,  and  in  the  case  of  a 
high  judicial  officer.  The  power  of  impeaehment, 
he  said,  appeared  to  him  to  be  not  the  duly  bread, 
bat  the  extreme  medicine  of  the  Constitution. 
He  had  no  faith  in  it— he  bad  no  faith  in  a  course 
of  mercury,  to  restore  health  and  vigor  to  that 
conatituiion  which  was  broken  down  by  disease— 
Bor  did  he  believe,  if  suchastipuktionas  he  had 
represented  had  been  found  in  a  treaty,  that  a 
majority  of  this  House  could  have  been  found  to 
vote  for  an  impeachment.  Impeachment,  Mr. 
R.  said,  extends  to  loss  of  office,  to  disqualifica- 
tion ;  that  ma^  be  a  terrible  punishment  to  the 
voungand  attpiring ;  but  to  those  who  are  retiring 
irom  the  political  theatre,  amidst  the  plaudits  of 
a  great  part  of  the  nation  over  which  they  nreside, 
such  a  punishment  had  no  terrors.  Mr.  R.  con- 
clttded  by  aayiag,  he  believed  lie  had  trespMscd 


on  the  House  too  long ;  he  could  not,  however, 
repress  the  expression  of  bis  horror  at  the  doc- 
trines which  had  been  advanced— doc trines,  if 
ihej  prevailed,  subversive  not  only  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  but  of  all  free  gov- 
ernment whatever. 
Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  as  follows : 
Mr.  Speaker,  as  the  vote  which  I  shall  give 
upon  this  bill,  will  differ  from  those  which  will 
be  given  by  those  friends  with  whom  I  have  the 
pleasure  generally  to  act,  I  owe  it  to  them  and  to 
myself  to  explain,  as  briefly  as  possible,  the  rea- 
sons of  that  vote,  leaving  the  |;eneral  argument 
to  others  more  able  and  willing  to  discuss  it. 
When  this  subject  was  first  started  in  the  Hoose ; 
when  this  bill  was  first  introduced,  and  it  was  ob- 
served by  many  gentlemen  that  no  bill  was  ne- 
cessary, that  the  convention  was  already  the  law 
of  the  land,  without  much  reflection  I  inclined  to 
that  opinion ;  concluding  that  what  was  already 
the  law  of  the  land,  could  not,  by  any  act  of  ours, 
be  more  the  law  or  the  land.  But,  sir,  when,  in 
the  course  of  debate,  I  heard  my  honorable  friend 
from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Oaston)  speak  of  the 
moral  obligation  which  thia  House  was  under  to 
appropriate  money  to  carry  any  treaty  stipulation 
into  efiKict,  which  miffht  require  the  aid  of  Con- 
l^ress,  and  of  the  awful  responsibility  we  should 
incur,  were  we  to  refuse  to  make  soch  appropriap 
tion,  he  appeared  to  acknowledge  a  case  where  a 
treaty  was  not  complete  without  legislative  aid, 
and  that  the  House  might  incur  the  responsibility 
of  refusing  such  aid ;  my  first  impression  1  there- 
fore thoofl^t  wrong,  and  with  the  treaty,  the  bill, 
and  the  GToostitution,  before  me,  I  was  deiermtnea 
to  investigate  the  subject  attentively  on  iu  mer- 
its, with  such  light,  however  dim.  as  the  Supreme 
bestower  of  every  good  gift  hao  seen  fit  to  im- 
part to  me.  Of  the  opinion  out  of  doors  and  of 
the  times,  I  know  nothing ;  to  confess  to  you  the 
truth,  sir,  I  was  afraid  to  recur  to  opinions  of  other 
times,  lest  they  should  have  been  produced  by 
an  excitement  unfavorable  to  correct  conclusions 
in  politics.  The  result  of  my  investigation  on 
this  subject  is :  that  whenever  a  treaty  or  con- 
vention does,  by  any  of  its  provisions,  encroach 
upon  any  of  the  enumerated  powers  vested  by  the 
Constitution  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  StateSi 
or  any  of  the  laws  by  them  enacted  In  execution 
of  those  powers,  such  treaty  or  convention,  after 
being  ratified,  must  be  laid  before  Congress,  and 
soch  provisions  cannot  be  carried  into  effect  with- 
out an  act  of  Congress.  For  instance,  whenever 
a  treaty  affected  duties  on  imports,  enlarging  or 
diminishing  them,  as  the  present  one  did  to  di- 
minish ;  whenever  a  treaty  went  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations,  aa  that  expressly  did 
with  one,  as  the  power  to  lay  duties  and  the 
power  to  regulate  commerce  are  expressly  given 
to  Congress,  such  provisions  of  such  treaty  must 
receive  the  sanction  of  Congress  before  they  can 
be  considered  as  obligatory  and  as  part  of  the 
municipal  law  of  this  country.  And  this  con- 
struction is  strengthened  by  a  part  of  the  general 
power  given  to  Congress,  following  the  enumer- 
ated powera,  "  to  make  all  Jaws  which  shall  be 
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'  necessary  and  proper,  for  earryiog  into  ezeea* 
*  tioD  the  foregoing  powers,  aod  «U  other  powers 
'  vested  by  the  Constitotioo  id  the  GbrerDmeoi 
'  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  department  or 
<  office  thereof.''    In  other  words,  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  treaty-making  power  (that  be- 
ing among  the  other  powers)  in  ail  eases  where 
it  has  been  exercised  on  subjects,  placed  by  Che 
Constitution  within  the  control  of  the  iegisiatiTc 
department.  This  construction  is  further  strength- 
ened by  the  concession  of  honorable  gentlemen, 
in  one  case,  that  where  appropriations  of  money 
are  necessary  for  carrying  the  provisions  of  any 
treaty  into  effeci,  there  legislative  provision  is 
necessary.    New,  sir,  to  concede  diat  the  aanc« 
tion  of  Conmss  ia  neoesaary  in  one  case  of  enii« 
merated  aan  specified  power,  is  to  concede  it  in 
all  such  eases.    Nor,  sir,  can  any  serious  incon- 
venience arise  from  this  construction.    As  to  ne- 
gotiations with  foreign  Powers,  our  Ministers  will 
always  know  the  peculiar  structure  of  our  Qov- 
emraenl;  nor  can  fore^n  Ministers,  who  may 
ever  be  sent  to  treat  with  us,  be  ignorant  thereof. 
Besides,  the  distinction,  as  to  the  several  kinds  of 
treaties,  is  well  known,;  some,  respecting  solely 
our  external  relations,  or  the  intercourse  between 
our  Government  and  that  of  a  foreign  Power, 
will  execute  themselves,  or  are  perfect  without 
any  legislative  aid ;  and  it  can  instantly  be  deter- 
mined, from  the  nature  of  the  provisions,  when 
legislative  aid  is  necessary.    Further,  sir,  your 
Gfovernment  has  well  understood  this  distinction. 
Some  treaties  they,  by  their  proclamations,  mere- 
ly ratify  and  confirm,  where  legislative  aid  is  ne- 
cessary, as  in  the  present  case ;  others,  they  not 
only  ratify  and  confirm,  but  enjoin  an  observance 
thereof  upon  all  our  citisens,  as  will  be  seen  by 
turning  to  the  ratitieation,  by  Mr.  Jeffenon,  of 
several  trcnties  paUished  in  the  seventh  volume 
United  Scutes  laws..  The  fear  that  the  President 
and  Senate  (they  must  both,  or  twoHhirds  of  the 
Intter,  concur)  will  agree  with  the  House  in  pass- 
ing an  improper  law  on  the  subject  of  a  treaty 
which  they  iMd  before  ratified,  cannot  be  well 
founded.    There  is  much  more  reason  to  fear 
that  they  may  be  induced  to  ratify  a  treaty  re* 
quiring  legislative  provision,  which  the  House 
ooglit  to  refuse.  Should  a  case  of  that  kind  occur, 
while  i  have  the  honor  to  be  one  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  I  shall  have  no  hesita- 
tion, with  my  brethren,  to  interpose  ourselves 
between  the  Kxecntive  and  the  people,  in  the  de- 
fence of  their  rights,  or  the  freedom  or  our  coun- 
try.   Far,  then,  from  shrinking  from  what  my 
honorable  friend  is  pleased  to  call  an  awful  re- 
sponstbilicy,  I  should  think  it  a  sacred  duty  to 
meet  the  crisis,  resist  the  encroachment,  and  leave 
the  consequences  with  God.  I  never  will  consent 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  people 
shall  become  a  mere  rarliament  of  Paris,  to  regis* 
ter  the  edicts  of  the  President.    I  shall  vote  for 
Uie  bill. 

Mr.  Miixaeaid,  nothing  had  been  further  from 
his  intention  than  to  take  a  part  in  the  present 
debate.  But  although  he  had  bestowed  but  little 
attention  to  the  subject,  he  begged  the  iadnlgiuoe 


of  the  House  for  a  moment  te  the  few  remarks 
which  the  discussion  had.sng|^ted  to  bis  mind, 
and  which  had  not  been  noticed  by  those  who 
had  preceded  him  in  the  debate.  Crude  and  in- 
digested as  these  remarks  may  appear,  he  could 
venture  to  en^ge  they  would  have  at  least  iIm 
merit  of  brevity.  Mr*  M.  said,  he  was  opposed 
to  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  not  because  be  fedt  the 
least  disposition  to  impede  the  execution  of  the 
treaty,  lame  and  imbecile  as  it  is,  te  which  it  re* 
lates,  but  because  he  foresaw  the  danger  of  em- 
barrassing the  other  branches  of  the  GmvemmenC 
by  this  interference,  and  because  he  believed,  as 
well  from  the  structure  of  the  Government',  as 
from  the  express  provisions  of  the  CoostititiOB, 
we  could  not  interpose  our  authority  in  the  Way 
contemplated  by  this  bill,  without  attemj^ing  an 
unwarrantable  exercise  of  power  not  del^tMl  lo 
this  House  by  the  Constitution.  It  would  be  net 
merely  an  act  of  useless  legislation,  but  of  down- 
right usurpation.  Gentlemen  had  indulged  theas- 
selves  at  great  length  in  search  of  aigumenls  to 
proTe  the  inexpediency  of  vesting  the  abeoloie 
aod  uncontrolled  power  of  making  treaties,  in  tlM 
President  and  Seaate,  and  had  taxed  their  im- 
aginations for  proof  of  the  mischief  which  mtglK 
result  from  the  exercise  of  this  power.  Sir,  we 
are  not  at  liberty  to  go  into  that  inquiry.  The 
question  is  not,  where  ought  this  important  pre- 
ro^tive  of  sovereignty  to  be  lodged  7  But,  where 
is  It  deposited  by  the  Constitution  ?  We  are  not 
siaing  as  a  convention  to  make  such,  a  distribu- 
tion of  powera  as  we  think  best  calculated  to  se- 
cure the  preservation  of  liberty,  but  we  are  called 
upon  to  exercise  those  powera  already  vested  in 
us  by  the  instrument  which  we  bave  solemnly 
sworn  to  support. 

The  practioe  of  other  Governments  is  equally 
irrelevant  to  the  present  inquiry,  and  especially 
of  chose  Ctoveniments  whose  for^sof  proceeding, 
and  the  distribnttons  of  whose  powers,  bear  but  n 
remote  analogy  to  our  own.  uurs  is  a  fedemtivte 
Government,  composed  of  distinct  end  senarate 
sovereignties)  and  clothed  with  no  poweni,  ex* 
o^ing  those  which  are  expressly  delegated  by 
the  Constitution,  or  which  neoessarily  result  from 
them.  It  »  an  anomaly  among  existing  Govern- 
menu,  and  from  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
formed,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  thought  it  might  easily 
be  shown,  that  it  was  never  iSe  intention  of  the 
convention  to  vest  the  House  of  Reptescnutives 
with  any  participation  in  the  treaty-making 
power. 

Thirteen  independent  States,  each  posaeesiag 
all  the  attctbuces  of  sovereignty-*-the  power  of 
making  treaties  among  the  rest— varying  in  sbm, 
in  population,  in  wealthy  and  in  strength,  of  dif* 
ferent  habits,  interasts,  and  punuits,  assemble  to 
form  a  Constitution  for  their  mutual  protection 
and  defence.  The  wise  men  to  whom  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  great  object  was  intrusted 
had  to  contend  with  the  prejudices  of  the  people, 
and  the  jealousies  of  the  States,  to  reconcile  in- 
terests at  Tartanee  with  each  other,  and  so  to 
combine  and  shape  them  as  not  to  sacrifice  those 
of  one  aeetion  of  couiicyr  to  the  aappoaed  td? an* 
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tage  of  others.  It  was,  of  course,  a  sfstem  of 
eompromtse  aad  coaciliation— eaeh  surrendering 
someihiog  for  the  good  of  all. 

It  was,  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  proteetiog 
the  interests  and  gtiardiDg  the  rights  of  the  States 
that  the  Oonstitution  requires  the  assent  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  to  the  rati- 
fieation  of  a  treaty.    It  is  not  beeanse  the  Senate 
are  a  co<ordinate  bnneh  of  the  Legislatore  that 
they  are  called  upon  to  advise  the  President  upon 
this  subject,  but  because  thejr  represent  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  States;  and  in  reqnirinff  the  as- 
sent of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  it  was  bdieved 
that  no  treaty  would  ever  be  ratified  unless  tt  was 
for  the  interest  of  two-thirds  of  the  States.    But, 
said  Mr.  M.,  adopt  the  doctrine  contended  for  b^ 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side— admit  this 
House  to  a  participation  of  this  power,  and  what 
would  be  the  consequence?    Why,  sir,  it  would 
be  in  the  power  of  four  Stales  only,  out  of  the 
eighteen,  now  composing  the  Union,  to  defeat  the 
ratification  of  a  treaty  which  had  received  the 
aanction  of  the  President  and  two-thirds  of  the 
Benafte.  Yes,  sir,  although  the  Senate,  represent- 
ing the  respective  States,  might  have  given  their 
unanimous  advice  to  the  President,  it  would  still 
be  in  the  power  of  the  Representatives  of  Afas- 
sachusetts.  New  York.  Pennsylvania,  and  Vir- 
ginia, to  prevent  its  being  carried  into  effect, 
where,  sir,  are  the  rights  of  the  respective  States, 
so  sedttlousljr  guarded  by  the  Coustitution ;  where 
is  the  secunty  of  the  small  States;  or,  where  the 
interests  of  the  commercial  ones,  if  a  treaty  made 
for  the  protection  of  those  ^ rent  objects  is  liaUe 
to  be  defeated  by  a  combination  of  this  sort? 
The  supposition  is  monstrous.   No,  sir.  the  House 
of  Representatives  have  no  more  right  to  inter- 
fere than  they  would  have  if  the  Constitution 
bad  required  the  advieeof  two-thirds  of  the  Qov- 
ernors  of  the  respective  States  to  the  eonfirma- 
titm  of  a  treaty.    It  is  the  assent  of  the  States, 
and  not  of  the  people  aumerieally,  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  secured. 

Mr.  M.  said,  the  remarks  be  bnd  already  made 
were  founded  principally  upon  the  atrncture  of 
our  Government,  and  what  must  have  been  the 
intention  of  iu  founders.  But  from  an  examina- 
tion of  the  Constitution  itself,  and  a  comparison 
of  its  various  pans,  he  bad  been  astonished  that 
any  difference  of  opinion  should  exist  upon  this 
subject*  He  should  not,  however,  detain  the 
House  with  a  labored  argument  upon  this  part  of 
the  case,  inasmuch  as  the  reasoning  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Pennsylvanm,  (Mr.  Hop- 
Kin  son,)  and  those  who  had  preceded  him  npon 
the  same  side,  must  have  produced  a  eoovietion 
upon  the  minds  of  all  over  whom  he  oould  hope 
to  have  any  influence,  and  must  be,  in  his  appre- 
hension, conclusive  upon  all  who  take  the  Con- 
stitution for  their  guide.  That  instrument  de* 
elares,  that  "all  treaties  made  or  to  be  made  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  shall  be  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land."  It  expressly  vesta  in 
the  "  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  provided  two-thirds  of  the 
membaia  preaent  eoocnr,  the  power  to  nMke 


treaties.**  The  treaty  with  Qreat  Britain,  now 
under  consideration,  has  been  made  and  ratified 
precisely  in  the  form  thus  prescribed.  The  in- 
ference IS,  therefore,  irresistible :  It  is  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land ;  and  no  power  on  earth  can  ren- 
der it  more  obligatory.  It  is  a  compact  entered 
into  between  two  eovereif  n  independent  nations, 
acting  under  their  respective  lawful  authortttes; 
it  is  perfect  and  complete  in  alt  its  parts,  has  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  each  party,  and  is  ]»ro- 
claimed  to  the  world  by  your  President,  noting 
under  the  same  instrument  by  which  we  bold  dnr 
seats,  not  as  an  inchoate  and  incomplete  act,  re- 
quiring any  further  ceremoUy  to  render  it  valid, 
but  as  made  and  concluded,  and  already  binding 
each  party  to  its  respective  atipvlationa. 

The  inconsistencies  arising  out  of  the  construo- 
tion  of  the  Constitution,  contended  for  by  the  ad- 
vocates of  this  bill,  Mr.  M.  said,  were  numerous 
and  palpable.  He  would  instance  but  one  or  two : 
By  the  bill,  the  House  undertake  to  put  a  coa^ 
struction  upon  the  treaty.  We  pass  the  bill  and 
send  it  to  the  Senate.    That  body,  upon  the 

? ground  that  our  construction  is  not  correct,  re- 
iise,  by  a  majority  of  one,  to  pass  a  bill  for  car^ 
rying  into  effect  a  treaty  to  which  two-thirds 
have  already  given  their  deliberate  consent-^ 
what  would  be  the  result?  Would  the  treaty 
cease  to  operate,  and  lose  its  binding  efficacy? 
Again,  suppose  the  bill  passes  both  the  Senate 
and  HooHe,  and  your  President  refusea  bis  sanc- 
tion on  the  very  ground  that  you  are  trenching 
upon  his  legitimate  authority,  and  assumiosf  a 

I  power  not  delegated  to  Congress.  Where  is  then 
your  treaty;  and  how  stand  your  relations  with 
Great  Britain  ?  A  doctrine  so  replete  with  ab- 
surdity cannot  be  correct.  Let  us  not,  sir,  em- 
ploy our  time  in  the  vain  effort  to  legislate  whens 
we  nave  no  power  and  can  produce  no  effect.  Xiet 
each  department  of  the  Government  confine  itself 
to  theapbere  in  which  the  Constitution  has  placed 
it.  Employment  enough  may  be  found  m  the 
rightful  exercise  of  autbority,  while  nothing  but 
disorder  and  confusion  will  result  from  its  abuse. 

Mr.  M.  said,  it  would  be  easy  to  show  that  the 
practice  of  our  GtoirerBment  under  the  Consti- 
tution, had  been  conformable  to  the  principles 
for  which  he  contended ;  but  as  the  hour  of  ad- 
joummeirt  bad  arrived,  and  he  had  already  tres- 
passed upon  the  patience  of  the  House  longer  than 
he  intended,  he  would  detain  them  no  further. 

Mr.  RaTifOLoa  said  he  rose  with  some  diffi- 
dence to  express  his  opinion  on  the  great  question 
now  before  the  House,  particularly  after  the  great 
display  made  by  the  gentlemen  from  Sooth  Caroli- 
na, (Mr.  Calhovh,)  and  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ran- 
ooLPflj)  who  had  just  sat  down.  But  whenevera 
great  Constitutional  question  is  involved,  Mr.  R. 
said,  he  would  always  take  the  liberty  to  deliver 
his  sentiments  while  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat 
in  this  House.  He  did  not  mean,  however,  to 
enter  into  the  general  discussion,  which  the  ques- 
tion now  assumed  by  the  eloquence  of  the  hon- 
orablegentlemanfrom  Virginis,  (Mr.  RAnnoLPB,) 
at  this  late  hour,  but  merely  to  state  the  grounds  on 
which  his  opinion  rested.    Mr.  R.  said  it  waa  time 
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enough  to  meet  the  extreme  case  pnt  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman,  when  it  should  reallf  and  ab- 
solutely occur.  And  whenever  Ministers,  who 
were  appointed  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  a  for- 
eign Power,  would  cede  a  State,  or  part  of  a  State, 
or  any  territory  whatever,  and  that  sanctioned 
by  the  Pre^tident  lind  t^o*tbird^  of  the  Senate,  he 
hoped  to  God  there  would  always  be  found  a  re- 
deeming spirit  in  this  House,  to  check  at  once  a 
course  so  enormous  and  unconstitutional.  Mr. 
R.  admitted,  that  there  are,  and  may  be  treaties 
which  this  House  may  be  bound  to  register,  if 
Tou  please  to  call  it,  and  adopt  as  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land ;  and  those,  in  his  opinion,  are 
exclusively  treaties  of  peace,  that  do  not  require 
any  act  of  legislation  to  carry  the  same  into  ef- 
fect. But,  he  insisted,  that  all  treaties  of  com- 
merce and  alliance,  or  those  which  required  this 
House  to  appropriate  the  money  of  their  constit- 
uents, did,  and  ought  to  have  the  sanction  of  Con- 
gress before  they  could  be  viewed  as  complete, 
or  **  the  supreme  law  of  the  land."  And  it  was 
on  this  ground,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  opposed  in 
toto  to  the  doctrines  advanced  by  the  ffentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calboom,;  in  favor 
of  the  treatjr^making  power.  But,  said  the 
flentleman,  with  some  clegree  of  triumph,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  already  con- 
sidered thecommercial  treaty  as  complete,  because 
he  has  published  the  same  to  the  world  as  the  law 
of  ihe  land,  and  has  merely  transmitted  a  copy 
of  it  to  this  House  without  any  documents  to  act 
upon.  Sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  this  Message  is  the  strong- 
est evidence  that  can  be  adduced  in  favor  of  the 
position  I  have  taken.  The  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  knew  well  what  he  was  about,  and  the 
course  he  has  taken  speaks  volumes  on  the  sub- 
ject. What  does  the  Message  say,  Mr.  Speaker  ? 
It  announces  to  us  that  the  treat^  has  been  duly 
ratified,and  recommends  to  this  House  to  passiuch 
laws  as  may  be  required  to  carry  the  same  into 
effect.  Sir,  this  is  a  treaty  regulaiiag  commerce 
between  this  country  and  Qreat  Britain.  The 
Constitution  has  eoniSded  the  regulation  of  for- 
eign commerce  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  a  municipal  law,  over  which  this 
House  has  a  right  to  act.  I  shall  therefore,  sir, 
vote  for  the  bill  on  your  table,  although  1  do  not 
deem  it  of  much  impoiiaoce  as  to  the  validity  of 
the  treaty  now  under  consideration,  or  that  its 
passage  is  absolutely  necessary  on  the  present  oc- 
oasioo,  but  for  the  purpose  of  recording  my  vote 
in  support  of  ihe  great  Constitutional  authority 
of  this  House. 

Mr.  Hardin  appealed  to  the  plain  common 
sense  and  iateiligence  of  the  House,  whether  the 
bill  upon  which  they  were  lavishing  so  much  of 
their  time  and  exertions,  was  not  entirely  super- 
fluous and  nugatory.  Here  was  a  treaty,  a  coo- 
tract  fairly,  and  with  full  deliberation,  concluded 
between  the  lawful  sovereignties  of  thi:i  country 
and  Great  Briiain,  ratified  as  the  Constitutional 
law  of  the  country  directed,  by  the  President, 
with  the  advice  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  and 
by  the  President  proclaimed  to  the  people  as  the 
law  of  the  land,  with  an  injunoiioa  for  the  due 


observance  of  it — containing  nothing  that  inter- 
fered with  the  municipal  laws  of  the  country — no 
regulation  that  might  not  be  carried  into  imme- 
diate effect  without  legislative  interference — in- 
volving no  call  whatsoever  for  money,  and  yet 
tenacioosly  held  up  as  an  object  of  legislation, 
and  made  the  subject  of  a  bill  which  did  little 
more  than  re-echo  it.  He  was  as  much  aware 
as  the  gentlemen  who  supported  the  measure,  that 
the  treaty-making  power  could  not,  by  a  treaty, 
lawfully  make  war  or  impose  taxes  or  encroach 
upon  those  powers  whicn  the  Constitution  had 
deposited  in  Congress  $  but  it  was  no  less  true  that 
ihe  Constitntion  declares  in  unequivocal  terms 
that  the  President  may  make  treaties,  and  that  no 
restriction  or  limitation  whatsoever,  to  his  power 
in  that  respect,  is  specified  in  that  instrument 
which  is  sufficiently  declaratory  of  the  extent  of 
the  power,  inasmuch  as  it  says  that  treaties  made 
in  the  form  and  with  the  authoritiesalready  men- 
tioned shall  be  the  law  of  the  land.  Some  of  those 
honorable  gentlemen,  by  way  of  smoothing  the 
passage  of  the  bill  through  the  House,  had  argued 
that  it  was  so  far  at  least  unobjectionable,  tlwt  it 
could  do  no  hurt,  that  if  it  did  no  good  it  could 
do  no  harm ;  but  Mr.  H.  reminded  the  Honae  of 
the  eminence  on  which  it  stood ;  that  it  was  com- 
posed of  the  assembled  representatives  of  the  na- 
tion, sent  there  to  deliberate'  and  to  resolve  upon 
its  most  important  concerns,  and  he  therefore  de- 
precated, as  it  would  be  a  dereliction  of  the  high 
character  of  such  an  august  assembly,  their 
gravely  deiiberatinff  upon  nothing.  He  respected 
the  dignity  of  the  body  too  much  to  give  his  as- 
sent to  their  entertainmga  measure,  lor  no  better 
reason,  than  because  it  was  harmless.  Besides, 
that  act  which  now  appeared  so  harmless,  might, 
ultimately,  turn  out  to  be  very  mischievous,  as  a 
precedent ;  and  this  violation  of  the  Constitution, 
in  a  thing  no  matter  how  trifling,  might,  here- 
after, be  made  the  ground  of  a  more  daring  en- 
croachment. On  this  point,  he  warned  the  House 
to  be  cautious,  to  guard,  not  only  the  main  body, 
but  the  out-p(Ml8S  and  to  reflect  in  doe  time,  that 
some  twenty  or  thirty  years  to  come,  this  pre- 
cedent might  be  brought  forward,  to  the  incal- 
culable injury,  perhaps  the  ruin  of  the  Constitn- 
tion. 

Ctentlemen  had  said,  that,  on  a  commercial  sub- 
ject, no  treaty  could  be  obligatory,  because  the 
Constitution  had  assigned  to  Congress  the  regu- 
lation of  commerce.  Where  then,  said  he,  wHl  gen- 
tlemen stop?  To  Congress,  say  they,  is  delega- 
ted the  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  everything. 
According  to  their  construction,  therefore,  the 
treaty-making  power  was  impotent,  a  nullity,  it 
could  do  nothing ;  it  could  not  make  peace,  be- 
cauae  peace  repeals  war,  the  right  or  making 
which  is  delegated  to  Congret^s:  and  it  could  not 
form  alliances,  for  the  same  reason.  But  gentle- 
men, he  observed,  seemed  not  to  recollect  the  old 
logical  maxim,  that  he  who  proves  too  much, 
proves  nothing.  The  President,  say  they,  cannot 
repeal  the  excise.' — ^no^  but  the  President  can 
make  a  peace  without  the  concurreace  of  that 
Houae,  and  fortunate  it  was,  that  he  could  doao. 
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We  now,  said  Mr.  H.,  feel  the  happy  effects  of 
that  power,  and  conceive  that  a  treaty  of  peace 
has  been  accomplished  without  Uny  encroach- 
ments,  or  pretended  encroachments  on  our  Con- 
cessional acts.  The  power  to  treat  generally,  he 
said,  was  Tested  in  the  President  by  the  Consti- 
ttttion — but  to  the  law  of  nations  it  was  left,  to 
determine  the  limitations  of  that  power.  If  it  be 
trae,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  by  the  terms  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  this  treaty  is  already 
the  law  of  the  land,  then  is  the  treat v  guarantied 
by  that  Constitution  ^and  yet  gentlemen  insiac 
that  it  is  not  valid,  and  that  this  House  ought  to 
be  consulted.  By  the  Constitution  we  are  for- 
bidden to  be  heard  in  the  subject,  yet  they  will 
have  it  otherwise,  and  by  this  species  of  indirect 
tk>n,  this  feft-handed  course,  bring  the  treaty 
under  out  lesisfatiire  cognizance.  Sir,  I  say  we 
eanuot  do  indirectly  that  which  we  are  forbidden 
to  do  directly.  Treaties  might  be  made,  no  doubt, 
he  said,  fbr  the  execution  of  which  it  miffht  be 
necessary  to  call  upon  the  House  to  make  laws; 
offensiveauddefeusire  treaties  for  instance,  which 
could  not  otherwise  be  carried  into  effect ;  but 
When,  as  in  the  present  case,  the  treaty  was  com- 
plete, and  capable  of  etecuting  itself,  nothing  of 
the  kind  was  necessary. 

As  to  the  instances  which  had  been  adduced  of 
CoBgrese  being  called  upon  to  enact  laws  for  car- 
rying treaties  into  effect,  he  believed  that  there 
was  not  one  of  them  similar  to  this.  The  case 
of  Jay's  Treaty  was  not.  The  Federatisis  sup- 
ported that  on  two  grounds:  one  that  it  was  a  good 
treaty ;  the  other  that,  whether  good  or  bad,  it 
iTG^uld  not  be  consistent  with  the  honor  of  the 
country  to  reject  it;  but  it  never  was  brought  for- 
ward as  this  is,  a  re-echo  of  itself  in  the  shape  of 
a  bill.  And  as  to  the  cases  taken  from  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  British  records,  the  organization 
of  that  Government  was  in  all  respects  so  differ- 
ent from  that  of  ours,  th«t  it  was  impossible  te 
argue  fairly  or  conclusively  from  the  one,  to  the 
other. 

The  question  was  taken  on  ordeHng  the  bill  xt 
ft  third  reading,  about  three  o'cioek,  and  decided 
ill  the  afBrmative— yeas  86,  nays  69,  as  follows  : 

YxAi— Mesara.  Alexander,  Archer,  Baker,  Barbour, 
Baweit,  Bateman,  Birdaeye,  Bloont,  Brooiks,  Biyan, 
Bumaide,  Bnnrril,  OaldwaU,  Ciummi)  Clendenain, 
OloplaD»  Comalock,  Gendict^  Goaner,  Giawiardy  Cnigb- 
im^i  Oiilhb«rtp  IteHnfloB,  Ddriu,  Fbrsyih^  GHioImmi, 
Qlaafow,  Gnffin,  ilahli»  HalJ^  Hamflsond,  Hawaa, 
Uaialar^  HeadeBmi,  Hnagerford,  Ingham,  Irwin  of 
PeaaByWania,  Jaokaon,  iohnaon  of  Virginia,  Johjaaon 
of  Kentoeky,  Kerr,  King  of  Maaaachuaetto,  Lowndaa» 
Luflqpkin»Lyle,  Maolay,  Mayiaat,  McCoy,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton»  Muifree,  New- 
ton,  Parria,  Pickena,  Pwer,  Pleaaanta,  Powell,  Ran- 
dolph, Reynolda,  Roane,  Robertson,  Root,  Rosa,  Bavi^ge, 
Schenck,  Sharpe,  Sheffmr,  Smith  of  Viij^a,  Southard, 
Taul,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Taytor  of  South  Caro- 
fina,  Telfidr,  Townsend,  Tncker,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
Whiteaide,  WUde,  Wilkin,  Williams,  WiUougUiy, 
Thomsa  Wilaon,  Wilfiam  WUaon,  and  Taneey. 

NAva— Measra.  Atherton,Baer,  BayHea,  Bettfl,Bosa, 

Bradbury,    Breekenridge,   Brown,    Gady,  Galhoun, 

C»Miplon,  Ghipman,   GUley,  Glaik  of  Kentooky, 

14ihCoN.  IStSxss.— 18 


Glaytoo,  Gooper,  Gulpeper,  Davea|iort,  Forney,  (Saa* 
ton,  Gold,  Golddiorongh,  Qroavenor,  Hanson,  Hsrdii^ 
Herbert,  Hopkinaon,  Hogtr,  Jewett,  Kent,  King  df 
North  Garotina,  Langdan-,  Law;  Lewis,  Lovett,  LyoB^ 
Marsh,  Maaon,  McKee^  MiUa,  Milnor,  Moffit,  Moore  of 
South  Garolina,  Moaeley,  Nelson  (tf  Maasachnaett^ 
NoyeSyOnnaby,  Pickering,  Pinkney,  Reed,  Rice,  Bag- 
gies, Sergeant,  Smith  of  Pennaylv*a,  Stanford,  Strong^ 
Sturgea,  Tag(^,  Tallmadge,  Thomas,  Throop,  Vose, 
Wheaton,  WUcox,  Woodward,  Wright,  and  tates. 


f^mm 


Wbumbsdat,  January  10, 

Mr.  Langdon  presented  a  petition  of  JoBeVi 
Quernsey,  &  Co.,  and  Billy  Todd  &  Co.,  manu* 
facturers  of  woollen  cloths,  in  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, praying  that  wooUeo  goods  (superfine  broad 
cloths  excepted)  may  he  prohibited  from  being 
impotted  into  the  United  States  from  foreign 
countries,  or  that  additional  duties  may  be  im^ 
posed  upon  tbefr  importation. 

Mr.  PiNKNET  presented  a  petition  of  the  cotton 
manufacturers  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  praying 
that  the  importation  of  all  cotton  goods  from  places 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Gkiod  Hope,  and  those  of 
European  manufacture,  interfering  with  those 
manufkctured  within  the  United  States,  may  be 
prohibited,  or  that  additional  duties  may  be  laid 
on  the  importation  of  said  articles.—- Reierred  t6 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufacturea. 

Mr.  PiNKNET  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  who  Were 
severally  wounded  while  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  war  with 
.Great  Britain,  praying  for  pensions,  or  such  other 
relief  as  Congress  may  thmk  proper  to  grant.-~ 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Rev- 
olutionary Claims. 

Mr.  McE^E,  from  a  select  committee,  reported 
a  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  united 
States  to  renew  the  lease  of  John  Bate  to  the 
saline  near  the  Wabash  river,  for  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding seven  years ;  which  was  read  twice^  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  reported  a  resolution  requesting  tbo 
President  of  the  United  States  to  present  medahi. 
to  Captain  Charles  Stewart  and  the  officers  of 
the  frigate  Constitution ;  which  was  read  twice,, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  ofr 
the  resolution  requesting  the  Presideilt  of  the- 
United  States  to  present  a  gold  medal  to  Captain 
James  Biddle  and  the  officers  of  the  Hornet. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hkve  passed  a  bill,  ^  concerning 
the  convention  to  regulate  the  commerce  between 
the  territories  of  the  United  States  and  His  Brit- 
annic Majesty,"  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  the  commerce  Of 
the  United  States,  according  to  the  Convention 
of  Commerce  concluded  with  Gh-eat  Britain  oA 
the  3d  day  of  July  last,  was  read  the  third  tinre, 
and  the  question  was  stated  ^'  Shall  the  bili  pdss?" 

Mr.  BA0TON  said,  he  hadiafiended  yeeterday  la 
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deliver  his  sentimeiits  in  relation  to  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  bill  upon  which  the  vote  of  the 
House  was  about  to  pass;  not  having;  then 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  gain  the  floor,  he  now 
bad  risen  to  advocate  its  passage,  and,  for  that 
purpose,  begged  the  indulgence  of  the  House ;  he 
asked  not  only  the  indulgence  but  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  arguments  he  was  about  to 
urge  upon  the  occasion.  He  considered  the  pas* 
sage  of  the  bill  very  important,  as  it  regarded  the 
powers,  under  the  Constitution,  deiecrated  to  Con- 
gress ;  the  powers  delegated  to  the  rresident  and 
Senate;  the  powers  delegated  to  the  courts  of 
justice;  and  highly  important  as  it  re^^arded  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  nation. 

He  apprehended  very  injurious  consequences 
might,  at  some  future  period,  result  to  the  nation 
by  a  contrary  course.  The  convention  being  re- 
ciprocal and  beneficial,  it  was  the  avowed  inten- 
tion and  desire  of  all  parties  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
It  had  been  said,  by  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of 
the  House,  that  the  convention  was,  of  itself,  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land,  while  a  majority  had 
inclined  to  the  opinion  that  legislative  provisions 
are  necessary  to  give  it  force  and  efficiency,  though 
some  doubted  as  to  the  expediency  of  legislating 
at  all  upon  the  subject.  I  am  of  opinion,  said  Mr. 
E.,  that  it  is  not  k  treaty  unlit  it  shall  have  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
by  a  legislative  act,  to  carrv  it  into  effect. 

The  precedent  about  to  oe  established,  on  the 
present  occasion,  was,  of  all  others,  the  most  fa- 
vorable to  the  security,  or  pernicious  in  the  ex- 
treme to  the  future  liDerties  of  the  American 
people. 

What  are  the  powers,  by  the  Constitution,  del- 
egated to  Congress  ?  And  what  are  those  dele- 
gated to  the  treaty-making  power  9  In  adverting 
to  the  CoostitutioD,  it  will  be  found  that  "  all 
legislative  powers  are  vested  in  a  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives."  *'  The  Congress 
shall  have  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  for- 
eign nations."  Surely,  then,  this  power  is  not 
granted  to  any  other  authority.  It  cannot  be 
given  to  two  separate,  distinct,  and  independent 
authorities.  If  it  is  given  to  Congress,  it  is  not 
given  to  the  treaty-making  power,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  Congress;  it  may  be  given  to  both  to  act 
in  concert;  it  is  not  given  to  the  one,  to  act  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  other.  This  is  a  Govern- 
ment of  laws ;  it  is  not  a  Government  by  com- 
pacts, by  conventions,  or  by  treaties  concluded 
independent  of  the  powers  of  Congress,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  and  beyond  toe  control 
of  the  supreme  authority  of  the  land,  the  sover- 
eignty of  this  nation.  What  is  ihe  present  con- 
vention ?  It  is  "  a  convention  to  regulate  com- 
merce between  the  territories  of  the  United  States 
and  his  Britannic  Majesty ;"  it  is  then  an  agree- 
ment, upon  the  fsce  of  it,  "  to  regulate  commerce 
with  a  foreign   nation."    The   President  "has 

Sower,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
ienate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of 
the  Senators  present  concur."  It  is  not  ordained, 
in  this  clause  of  the  Constitution,  that  such  trea- 


ties are  made  "  under  the  authority"  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  nor  that  a  treaty  thus  made,  shall  "  be 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land."  It  would  be,  in- 
deed, extraordinary,  if  the  destinies  and  liberties 
of  this  nation  were  to  rest  upon  the  will  of  the 
treaty-forming  power ;  I  say  treaty-forming  pow- 
er, because  it  is  but  another  expression  to  convey 
a  correct  idea. 

A  power  cooi posed  ^as  the  case  might  happen) 
of  the  Executive  and  thirteen  Senators,  a  less 
number  by  far  than  a  majority  of  tbat  honorable 
body ;  a  power  specially  given  to  one  authority, 
under  the  Constitution,  cannot  be  construed  toM 
given  to  another ;  such  a  construction  would  in* 
troduce  into  the  Government  an  irregularity  and 
an  inconsistency  fatal  to  its  harmony,  and  de- 
structive in  its  consequences.  The  President  has 
a  qualified  negative  upon  the  laws  of  Congress; 
the  Senate  are  a  part  of  Congress.  Is  not  the 
regulation  of  commerce  trusted  to  the  proper  au- 
thority ?  Is  it  not  in  safe  hands  ?  Will  you,  can 
you,  treat  the  authority  given  to  Congress  by  the 
Constitution,  "  to  regulate  commerce/'  as  a  dead 
letter? 

If  this  construction  prevails,  is  the  treaty  made 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  President  and 
Senate?  Shall  it  be  binding  without  the  assent 
of  Congress  ?  If  that  assent  is  given,  it  is  a  treaty 
made  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

If  it  is  withheld,  it  is  a  treaty  made  under  the 
authority  of  the  President  and  Senate,  and  not  a 
treaty  made  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States.  I  should  regret,  and  who  are  they  that 
would  not  regret,  to  see  the  authority  and  desti- 
nies of  this  nation  placed  in  the  hands  of  an  Ex* 
ecuiive  and  a  Senate. 

If  the  treaty-making  power  possess  the  aa- 
tbority  to  make  commercial  and  other  regula- 
tions, they  mav  go  on  regulating  until  they  will 
have  regulated  this  branch  of  the  Government 
(the  House  of  Representatives)  out  of  its  whole 
weight  of  influence  upon  the  councils  of  the  na- 
tion ;  their  authority  will  become  a  mere  carte 
blanche^  to  be  filled  upas  the  treaty-making  power 
may  think  proper  to  dictate  or  direct.  Congress 
may  regulate  commerce  in  one  manner ;  the  Pres- 
ident and  Senate,  at  their  pleasure,  change  that 
regulation. 

It  is  a  correct  principle,  that  subsequent  lawa, 
inconsistent  with  former  laws,  repeal  such  former 
laws,  and  is  a  role  which  cannot  be  controverted. 
It  is  principle  as  sound  and  potent  as  the  eternal 
principles  of  justice.  But  the  question  to  be  de- 
cided IS,  when  does  a  treaty  become  a  law,  when 
has  it  efficacy  as  such,  and  when  shall  it  be  bind- 
ing as  the  supreme  authority  of  the  nation  ?  Two 
separate  and  distinct  legislative  authorities,  inde- 
pendent of  each  other,  possessing  equal  power, 
cannot,  in  one  and  the  same  Government,  exist 
together.  That  is,  if  the  Executive  and  Senate 
alone  can  legislate,  it  is  perfectly  idle  to  vest  the 
legislative  authority  in  Congress.  "  A  house  di- 
vided against  iiself  cannot  stand."  Congress  di- 
vided against  itself  must  fall.  Congress  have 
power,  or  they  have  not  power,  to  legislate^  If 
they  do  possess  the  whole  powers  of  legialalioft 
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granted  under  the  CoDstitution,  of  which  there 
caoDot  be  a  ^oestioo,  it  foliowSj  as  a  ceriaiD  and 
joconrrovertible  conclusion,  that  the  President 
and  Senate  alone,  forming  only  two  branches  of 
the  legislatire  authority  of  this  Government,  act- 
ing in  their  Executive  capacities^  as  necessarily 
they  must  do  in  negotiating  treaties,  do  not  pos- 
,  sess  authority  to  legislate  independent  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  the  immediate  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people — the  people  have  not 
granted  such  power. 

It  would  1>e  admitted,  he  presumed,  that  ours  is 
the  best  Constitution  and  Gfovernment  '*  here  be- 
low ;"  that  it  is  the  best  to  be  found  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth.  It  may  emphatieaUy  be 
•tyled  a  Constitution  of  checks  and  balances;  the 
Senate,  in  its  legislative  capacity,  is  a  check  upon 
the  House  of  Representatives;  the  President  upon 
the  Congress.  There  must  be  a  concurrence,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  to 
form  a  law,  and  laws  most  be  made  before  they 
can  be  executed.  On  the  Bxecutive  and  treaty- 
making  capacity  of  the  President  and  Senate,  the 
House  of  Representatives,  with  the  Constitution 
in  their  hand,  hold  a  check ;  a  treaty  cannot  be- 
come the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  which  is  in- 
consistent with  the  Constitution,  or  the  powers 
delegated  to  Congress  bv  the  Constitution. 

''The  President  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  Am- 
bafcsadors,  other  public  Ministers  ana  Consuls." 
Suppose  they  should  appoint  "swarms  of  officers,'' 
needless  and  unnecessary.  The  appointments  are 
complete,  the  officers  are  made;  they  hold  the 
seals  of  office  under  the  authority  of  the  Consti- 
tution ;  they  are  officers  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, they  are  commissioned  under  the  author- 
ity or  the  United  States,  their  appointments  do 
sot  infringe  any  right  or  trespass  upon  any  au- 
thoritv  delegated  to  Congress,  and  yet,  in  my 
humble  opinion.  Congress  would  not  be  bound  in 
honor,  or  otherwise,  to  sanction  such  a  procedure 
by  originating  an  appropriation  bill  for  the  out- 
fits and  expenditures  of  such  officers.  Congress 
'are  not  boond^  nor  is  the  nation  bound,  nor  are 
the  courts  of  justice  bound,  to  consider  a  treaty 
as  the  law  of  the  land,  until  that  law  has  been 
made  under  the authoritv only  competent  to  make 
laws  for  the  people  or  this  nation,  to  wit:  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

It  has  been  contended  that  the  treaty  repeals 
the  discriminating  duties,  and  it  being  concern- 
ing affitirs  wholly  international,  that  the  legisla* 
tive  acts  of  this  Government  operate  wholly  in- 
ternally, and  cannot  reach  or  affect  the  domestic 
or  internal  regulations  of  the  foreign  nation; 
that  the  convention  therefore  is  a  compact,  and 
its  subject-matter  a  contract  to  which  the  legis- 
lative authority  of  this  country  cannot  extend.  1 
admit,  said  Mr.  E.,  that  all  treaties  when  com- 
pleted and  carried  into  effect  by  the  supreme  au- 
thority of  a  State  or  Kingdom,  are  compacts,  and 
form  a  part  of  the  law  of  nations,  but  this  nation 
is  not  bound  by  a  contract  to  which  it  has  not 
given  its  assent ;  the  Senate  do  not  go  abroad, 
nor  do  they  negotiate  the  terms  of  a  treaty  at 


home ;  to  an  honorable  and  beneficial  treaty,  the 
assent  of  Congress  and  of  this  honorable  House 
is  as  easily  obtained  as  that  of  the  Senate ;  in 
ordinarv  legislation  committees  report  bills,  they 
go  to  difiierent  readings,  according  to  the  rules 

(prescribed  by^  the  different  branches  of  the  Lesis- 
ature,  are  rejected,  or  finally,  with  the  approba* 
tion  of  the  President,  pass  into  laws,  and  become 
binding  on  the  nation.  The  President  has  no 
legislative  authority,  strictly  so  speaking,  and  vet 
no  bill  can  become  a  law  without  his  assent,  nut 
by  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress. 

There  is  no  expression  in  the  Constitution  that 
authorizes  the  Senate  to  ratify  a  treaty;  the  phrase 
used  by  the  Constitution  is,  to  make  treaties.  The 
question  is,  when  shall  a  treaty  be  said  to  be 
made?   Ministers  and  Envoys  Extraordinary  are. 
appointed  and  commissioned  to  agree  upon  the 
terms  of  a  treaty ;  they  meet  the  foreign  embassy 
in  convention ;  they  conclude  a  treaty.    The  con* 
vention  with  Great  Britain  was  concluded  on  the 
third  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen;  it  was  then  moulded.    It  was  not 
then  made,  although  in  common  parlance  it  is 
said  to  have  been  made.    It  was  like  dough  un* 
baked.    It  will  not  be  bread  till  it  is  baked.    The 
treaty  is  forwarded  to  the  President ;  if  be  disap> 
proves  of  it,  he  returns  it  to  those  who  framed  it ; 
if  he  likes  it,  he  submits  it  to  the  Senate;  If  they 
approve  of  it,  it  is  ratified;  it  is  then  said  to  be 
made.    But  it  is  not  vet  completed  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States;  it  is  only  a  treaty 
tub  modo;  it  is  not  a  treaty  in  effect.    It  does  not 
become  the  property  of  the  nation  till  it  shall 
have  received  the  sanction  of  the  national  con- 
sent, through  the  organs  of  the  national  will. 
The  Constitution  does  not  declare  that  a  treaty 
made,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.    It 
does  not  sav  that  a  treaty  so  concluded,  so  rati- 
fied, so  made,  or  whatsoever  vou  may  please  to 
term  it,  is  made  under  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.    It  cannot  be  a  treaty  till  it  shall  have 
received  the  sanction  of  the  national  authority 
under  the  Constitution ;  when  it  shall  have  re- 
ceived that  sanction,  it  is  then,  and  not  till  then, 
a  treaty  made  under  the  Constitution  and  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  such  a  treaty 
made  under  their  authority,  to  which  the  judietai 
power  shall  extend.    They  are  treaties  only  made 
under  the  authority  of  the  .United  Stetes,  which 
are  declared  to  be  the  supreme  taw  of  the  land  by 
the  Constitntion,  and  which  the  judces  in  every 
State  are  bound  to  obey.    For  example:  It  might 
be  said  that  a  piece  of  parchment  in  printed  form 
of  a  commission,  filled  out  with  the  name  of  the 
incumbent,  and  sign  manual  of  the  Executive 
subscribed  to  it,  is  a  commission  ;  and  yet  it  is 
not  a  commission  under  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  until  the  proper  seal  shall  be  thereto 
set  and  affixed  in  due  form  of  law. 

Sir,  the  present  convention  is  a  commercial 
regulation,  which  interferes  with  the  powers  ex<- 
prestflv  delegated  to  the  legislative  authority,  and 
therefore  must  receive  the  legislative  aanetion, 
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the  confiroiatioo  of  Congresa,  before  it  c»n  be 
binding  on  the  people  of  this  nation ;  and  without 
which  it  is  not  competent  to  the  President  and 
Senate,  or  to  the  judicial  authority,  to  enforce. 

The  Constitution  expressly  ordains,  that  '*  Con- 
^  gress  shall  have  power  to  make  all  laws  which 
^  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 

<  execution  all  powers  vestea  by  the  Constitution 
*  in  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States,  or  in 

<  any  department  or  office  thereof."  No  depart* 
ment  or  officer  coming  in  contact  with  the  pow- 
ers delegated  to  Congress  by  the  Constitution 
have  authority  under  the  QoTernment,  and  it 
would  be  a  solecism  to  say  we  have  a  Gk>Tern- 
ment  under  the  Constitution  independent  of  Con« 

fress.  This  construction  can  do  no  injury  to  our 
Republican  institutions;  it  may  be  productive  of 
much  good:  it  is  placing  it  beyond  the  reach  ojf 
the  treaty-making  power.  To  repeal  this  treaty 
by  making  another,  no  inconyeuience  will  lesnlt, 
ajB  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  have  concurred  in 
approving  of  it ;  and  I  should  presume  there  can 
be  no  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  in  that 
honorable  body. 

I  perceive,  sir,  said  Mr,  S.,  by  a  bill  now  on  the 
table,  that  the  Senate  propose  to  declare  by  act  of 
Congress,  **  that  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  is 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  convention  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  of  no  force  or  effect." 
If  the  treaty  is  a  law,  and,  as  such,  binding  upon 
the  nation,  the  passage  of  such  a  bill  is  wholly 
unneeessary«  upon  the  principle  that  subsequent 
laws  repeal  former  laws  in  all  cases  where  they  are 
inconsistent  with  each  other.  And  why  are  two- 
tJ^rds  of  the  Senate  required  to  make  a  treaty  7 
It  would  appear  to  me  that  as  this  House  have 
not  the  power  to  negotiate  a  treaty,  it  would  be 
scarcely  proper  that  it  should  be  called  upon  to 
discuss  one,  that  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  preaeat 
would  not  deem  beneficial  and  honorable  to  the 
country.  If  a  contrary  construction  shall  prevail, 
and  it  shall  be  determined  that  a  treaty  made  and 
approved  by  the  President  and  Senate  is  of  itself 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  then  indeed  can 
they  Jegi$late,  and  then  indeed  can  they  regulate 
commerce ;  and  the  supreme  authority  will  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  the  Senate, 
and  the  courts  of  justice,  who.  may  also  legislate 
without  the  aid,,  and  beyond  the  control  of  Con- 
gress, make  «ontract8,and  carry  into  effect  treaties, 
however  odious  they,  may  be  to  thejieople,  or  to 
their  immediate  Representatives,  This  may  be, 
I  do  not.say  it  will  be,  the  effect  of  this  ntonstrous 
treaty-inaking  power. 

Congress  may  declare  war;  no  authority  is  ex* 

Bressly  given  by  the  Constitution  to  make  peace. 
r  any  treaty  would  be  binding,  made  independ- 
ent of  the  legislative  authority,  he  was  inclined  to 
believe  it  would  be  a  treaty  of  peace,  and  yet  this 
would  only  form  one  exception;  it  would  he  a 
treaty  not  against  the  provisions  of  any  article  of 
the  Constitution,  as  the  power  is  not  delegated  to 
any  other  branch  of  the  Government ;  it  becomes 
the  exclusive  province  of  the  treaty-making  pow- 
er, and  does  not  require  a  law  to  give  it  validity, 
or  to  carry  it  into  effect ;  it  is  a  treaty  made  under 


the  authority  of  the  United  States.  The  ffreat 
objects  in  going  to  war  are  the  protection  of  the 
national  rights,  and  to  secure  an  honorable  peace. 
Such  a  peace  would  be  acquiesced  iji  by  com- 
mon consent ;  and  the  power  to  make  peace  is 
not  a  dangerous  power ;  it  is  suited  to  the  trust  of 
the  Executive  alone,  who  would  have  autboritjr, 
being  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  whole 
military,  to  carry  it  into  el^ct.  But  it  is  perfectly 
idle  to  talk  of  authority  to  do  this,  that,  or  the 
other  thing,  under  our  Uonstitntion  and  form  of 
Government,  without  power  to  carry  that  au- 
thority into  effect.  The  power  to  act  under  the 
Constitution,  is  evidence  of  a  right  to  act.  and 
to  act  with  effect.  The  Constitution  ahonld  be 
construed  to  harmonize  all  its  parts,  and  the  con- 
stroctioo  which  he  had  given  would  produce 
such  harmonv.  It  is  unnecessary,  and  would  be 
improper  in  Congress  to  legislate  upon  the  treatyi 
to  give  it  a  construction  that  belongs  to  another 
autliority,  to  the  courts  of  jodicature ;  any  con- 
struction Congress  might  give  it  would  not  be 
binding  upon  the  courts;  yet  every  member  who 
legislates  upon  a  treaty  must,  in  making  up  hia 
opinion,  whether  to  carry  it  into  effect  or  no^ 
give  it  his  own  construction,  in  order  to  form 
such  opinion  correctly. 

In  the  sixth  article  of  the  Constitution  it  is 
declared,  that  the  *' Constitution,  and  the  laws  of 

*  the  United  States,  which  shall  be  made  in  pur* 

*  suance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  which  shall  be 
'  made  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 

*  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  the 
'judges  in  every  State  shall  be  bound  thereby.'' 
What  is  the  authority  of  the  United  States? 
The  Constitution  and  will  of  the  people  express- 
ed through  their  Repiesentatives  m  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States;  the  legislative  authority 
of  the  nation  is  that  authority  without  which  no 
law  or  treaty  can  become  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land.  An  individual  officer,  a  judge,  a  marshal^ 
or  a  justice  of  the  peace,  may  act  under  the  an-* 
thority  of  the  United  States,  so  long  as  he  keepa 
himself  within  the  pale  of  the  Constitutional 
limits^  and  the  laws  of  the. United  States  enjoin^ 
iog  the  duties  to  be  by  him  performed.  The 
Constitution  is  the  paramoujDt  law,  but  without 
the  aid  of  Congress  it  becomes  inoperative.  A 
person  ma^  possess  the  faculty  to  play  upon  an 
orgaoj  but  if  he  has  not  that  instrument  be  does 
not  possess  either  the  power  or  the  means  to  play 
upon  it.  The  President,  by  the  Constitution* 
shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Armv  ana 
Navy,  when  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States;  but  he  cannot  command^  if  there  shall 
not  be  any  Army  or  Navy  called  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States, 

**  The  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases 
'  in  law  and  equity,  arising  under  the  Coostitu- 

*  tion,  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  the  trea- 
y  ties  which  shall  be  made  under  their  authority."' 
If  the  words  ^*  under  their  authority"  had  been 
omitted,  their  powers  would  not  have  been  con- 
strued to  extend  to  foreign  treaties.  Hence  the 
judicial  power  cannot  carry  into  effect  a  treaty 
not  made  under  the  authority  of  the  Constitution 
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and  Uws  of  the  United  States ;  a  law  13  as  neces- 
sary to  the  yalidtty  of  a  treaty  as  the  Constitution 
itself. 

He  did  not  wish  to  be  iinderstood,  that  a  law 
is  necessary  in  ail  cases  to  the  validity  of  a  treaty  ; 
lie  meant  to  extend  it  only  to  cases  where  a  treaty 
would  contravene  the  powers  dele{|[ated  to  Con- 
gress. If  the  Constitution  itself  gives  authority 
to  make  the  treaty,  the  treaty  thus  made  becomes 
^e  supreme  law  of  the  land ;  the  judges  in  every 
State  shall  he  bound  thereby,  and  the  judicial 
power'of  the  United  States  shall  extend  to  It; 
out  a  treaty  not  thus  made  cannot  be  carried 
into  execution  by  the  judicial  authority ;  they 
certainly  would  not  adjudge  a  treaty  to  be  made 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  when 
the  treaty  is  made  in  derogation  of  that  authority. 
He  spoke  of  the  authority  expressly  delegated  to 
Congress. 

Suppose  a  treaty  made  on  a  subject  not  prohibited 
nor  permitted  by  the  Constitution,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  treaty  for  the  purchase  of  the  province  of 
Louisiana  r  that  power  is  not  expressly  delegated 
to  any  authority  under  the  Constitution,  nor  is  it 
forbidden ;  the  Constitution  is  silent ;  one  of  the 
conditions  of  the  compact  is  for  the  i)ayment  of 

f  115,000,000  to  France;  the  convention  is  rail- 
ed ;  the  money  is  not  paid  ;  is  it  then  a  treaty? 
It  is  not.  It  becomes  a  nullity  if  the  money  is 
withheld;  but,  according  to  the  argument  of 
some  gentlemen,  it  is  a  treaty,  and  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land ;  and  yet  it  is  not  a  treaty  ;  and 
so,  it  is  a  treaty,  and  it  is  not  a  treaty.  Suppose 
the  money  paid,  it  is  then  a  treaty,  and  not  till 
then  has  it  received  the  sanction  or  the  legislative 
authority,  under  the  Constitution,  and  becomes 
the  supreme  law.  The  treaty  contains  a  stipula- 
tion that  the  inhabitants  shall  be  admitted  into 
the  Union.  It  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land; 
and  the  courts  are  not  enaoled  to  carry  that  clause 
of  the  treaty  into  effect ;  it  requires  farther  l^is- 
lative  provisions. 

It  has  been  said,  sir,  that  the  President  has  ra- 
tified the  convention  by  Great  Britain,  that  it 
has  been  approved  of  by  the  Senate,  and  sent 
forth  to  the  public  by  a  proclamation  as  a  treaty; 
and  if  it  is  not  a  treaty  the  President  knows  hot 
what  he  is  about.  Sir,  said  Mr.£.,  the  President 
does  know  what  he  is  about;  that  wise. intelli- 
gent, and  upright  Chief  Ma^^strate,  who  naslong 
enjoyed  the  confidence  of  this  nation,  was  a  mem- 
^ber  of  the  convention  which  framed  the  Constitu- 
,tion,  and  understands  the  subject  correctly.  In  his 
communication  of  the  treaty  to  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  23d  day  of  De- 
cember last,  he  says:  **I  lay  before  Congress  copies 
^  of  a  proclamation  notifying  the  convention  cou- 
<  eluded  with  Great  Britain,  on  the  3d  day  qf 
'  July  last,  and  that  the  same  has  been  duly  rati- 
^fied;  ana  I  recommend  to  Congress  such  legis- 
'  lative  provisions  as  the  convention  may  call  for 
'  on  the  part  of  the  United  States." 

He  who  helped  to  make  the  Constitution  re- 
commends to  Congress  legislative  provisions  in 
relation  to  this  treaty,  and  such  as  it  may  call  for, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 


The  princinles  for  which  I  contend)  Mr,  Speak- 
er, said  Air.  E..are  briefiy  these :  A  treaty  though 
made  has  not  force,  and  cannot  be  said  to  be  made 
under  the  national  authority,  without  a  law  of 
Congress  giving  it  that  authority,  or  to  carry  it 
into  effect;  that  is,  in  all  cases  where  the  treaty 
in  its  provisions  interferes  with,  or  contravenes 
any  of  the  powers  expressly  delegated  to  the 
legislative  authority,  or  where  from  the  nature 
of  the  treaty  itself  it  requires  legislative  provi- 
sion ;  but  if  the  treaty  is  not  contrary  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution,  and  does  not  contra- 
vene any  of  the  powers  delegated  to  Congress, 
and  is  of  the  description  that  it  can  be  carried 
into  effect  by  the  President  alone,  or  by  the  Pres- 
ident and  Senate,  or  by  the  judicial  authority, 
without  the  aid  of  Congress,  legislation  in  such 
cases  becomes  wholly  useless ;  treaties  thus  made 
are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  which  every  cit- 
izen is  bound  to  respect  and  to  obey. 

Mr.  CuTHBBRT. — From  the  temper  discovered 
by  the  House,  at  the  introduction  of  this  bill,  I 
had  expected  but  little  discussion.    This  expec- 
tation has  been  disappointed.    Discussion  has 
been  opened  and  extended.    Those  virho  advo- 
cate the  principles  which  mak^  the  bill  neces- 
sary, can  no  longer  withhold  themselves  from  the 
debate.    When  my  friend  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Calboum)  yesterday  resumed  his  seat,  I 
telt  myself  under  the  influence  of  a  strong  im- 
pulse to  reply,  but  restrained,  because  I  partici- 
pated in  the  general  anxiety  to  listen  to  a  gentle- 
man who  has  recently  appeared  in  this  hall.    I 
now  rise  for  the  purpose  of  such  reply,  which  I 
shall  enter  upon  without  preamble,  and  accom- 
plish with  brevity.    First,  then,  I  demand  that 
which  cannot  well  be  refused  to  me,  and  which 
being  granted,  all  that  I  desire  to  (establish  must 
of  necessity  follow.    What,  then,  do  I  demand  7 
It  is  this:  Are  the  principles  of  our  Republican 
Constitution  of  Government  founded  in  the  rea- 
son and  nature  of  things,  necessary  to  the  con- 
servation of  public  liberty,  the  safeguard  of  the 
general  interests,  and  the  security  of  the  equal 
rights  of  the  citizen  ?    Has  it  been  the  result  of 
a  spirit  of  liberty,  chastened  by  sober  wisdom, 
and  a  sober  wisdom  anifnated  by  the  spirit  or 
liberty ;  that  all  our  Constitution  and  law  rests 
upon  this  ^rincipler— ^'AU  legislative  power  shall 
be  Tested  in  a  Congress,  consisting  of  a  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives?^    Is  this  struct- 
ure of  Government,  this  intrustmeht  of  the  pow- 
ers of  legislation  that,  without  which  we  can 
form  no  idea  of  civil  and  political  liberty,  and  a 
safe  guardianship  of  the  senehil  interests?    f  es, 
with  confidence.!  demand  if  there  be  any  in  this 
House  who  will  question  these  principles.    Cer- 
uinly  none !    How  strange,  wild,  and  contradic- 
tory then  does  it  appear,  that  having  acknowl- 
edged that  our  republican  constitution  of  Gov- 
ernment, founded  on  the  reason  of  things  and 
the  nature  of  man,  can  allow  only  one  plan  of 
legblation  to  be  consistent  with  the  liberties  and 
interests  of  the  people,  any  one  should  immedi- 
ately add,  that  this  same  constitution  provides 
another  and  entirely  different  mode  ot  legisla- 
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tiDg.  Tes,  I  sdijj  it  does  appear  absurd  and  con- 
tradictory, that  It  being  necessariif  granted  that 
onr  Constitution  lias  vested  all  the  liberties  of 
the  citizen  and  the  interests  of  the  community 
on  this  principle,  that  all  legislative  power  shall 
be  vested  in  a  Congress  composed  of  one  popular 
branch,  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, styled  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
another  branch  representing  the  same  sovereign- 
ties, under  the  style  of  the  Senate — it  should  be 
added,  that  this  same  Constitution  provides  the 
making  of  laws  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  and  the 
Senate,  without  reference  to  the  immediate  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  people.  For  such  are  the 
claims  for  the  treaty-making  power,  made  by 
those  who  advocate  its  extent  in  this  debate.  As 
what  may  not  become  the  subject  of  a  treaty ; 
commercial  regulation,  the  raising  of  armies  and 
of  navies,  extension  of  the  rights  of  citizenship? 
What,  then,  are  there  to  be  no  grand  and  fixed 
principles  of  liberty,  which,  settling  on  their 
foundations,  from  day  to  day,  shall  acquire  with 
the  progress  of  time  an  immoveable  firmness ! 
No  grand  principles,  which,  incorporating  them- 
selves with  the  soul  of  the  American  citizen, 
shall  make  a  part  of  his  very  nature,  and  revolt- 
ing into  strong  action,  on  violation,  shall  thus 
become  the  sanction  of  their  own  preservation  ? 
May  that  plan  of  policy  which  ought  to  be  be- 
lieved to  have  cast  its  roots  so  deeply,  and  taken 
so  strong  a  hold,  be  torn  up  thus  easily,  I  had 
almost  said,  thus  wantonly?  In  fine,  may  a 
treaty  with  a  foreign  despot,  petty  or  mighty, 
subvert  to  its  base  the  legislative  authority  on 
which  depends  the  entire  scheme  of  our  polity 
and  liberty  ? 

For  what  is  there  that  may  not  become  ^as 
has  been  said)  the  subject  of  a  treaty ;  commercial 
regulation,  the  raising  of  money,  of  armies,  and 
of  fleets,  tne  franchises  of  citizenship,  and  what- 
ever properly  belongs  to,  and  is  most  interesting 
in  legislation  ?  My  friend  from  South  Carolina, 
clear,  rapid,  ardent,  and  impatient  in  his  intel- 
lectual operations,  is,  perhaps^  carried  too  strong- 
ly towards  metaphysical  subtlety  and  the  sound- 
ness and  completeness  of  theory.  If  from  this 
cause  he  has  here  erred,  I  would  beg  leave  to  re- 
mind him,  that  wretched  indeed  would  be  the 
condition  of  the  human  race  could  the  ereat 
principles  of  Government  be  understood  only  by 
a  few  minds,  subtle,  refined,  and  comprehensive. 
Wretched,  indeed,  would  be  the  condition  of  the 
human  race,  did  the  public  liberty  rest  only  in 
the  refined  subtleties  or  metaphysics.  My  friend, 
with  the  higher  and  more  solid  attributes  of 

Senius,  is  not  without  some  of  its  shining  defects, 
fertile  in  the  invention  of  topics  to  sustain  the 
cause  he  advocates,  he  is  inclined  to  select  those 
which  do  not  readily  present  themselves  to  com- 
mon apprehension.  Recommended  as  they  are 
to  himself  by  the  beauty  and  freshness  of  nov- 
elty, he  is  aware  that  they  carry  the  minds  of 
those  to  whom  he  addresses  himself  by  a  kind  of 
surprise,  producing  a  quick  and  lively  impres- 
sion. But  such  reasoning  should  be  regarded 
with  suspicion.    Thus,  then,  we  are  told,  that  a 


treaty  being  a  contract  to  which  two  nations  are 
parties,  must  be  of  hi|^her  and  more  solemn  obli- 
gation than  a  law  which  is  the  act  of  one  nation. 
Such  a  treaty  contract,  it  is  said,  being  of  a 
higher  nature,  and  more  binding  force  than  a 
law,  may  repeal  a  law,  cannot  require  the  sanc- 
tion of  a  law,  or  by  a  law  be  invalidated.  How 
fallacious  this  reasoning !  Who  in  this  country, 
I  ask,  is  the  party  concerned  as  principal  in  a 
treaty  contract  ?  The  people.  Who  their  agent? 
The  treaty- making  power.  Where  are  the  in- 
structions of  the  agent  to  be  found  ?  In  the 
Constitution.  And  can  a  contract  be  considered 
as  complete  and  of  binding  force,  that  has  not 
received  the  sanction  which,  according  to  its 
character,  is  required  by  the  instructions  of  the 
principal.  What  inferior  contract  can  dissolve, 
or  in  any  manner  afiect  the  conditions  of  that 
imperial  contract,  the  constitution  of  republican 
Government,  in  which  the  citizens  by  a  solemn 
act  en^^e  themb^lves  to  each  other,  and  pre- 
scribe limits  to  those  who  administer  their  af- 
fairs ?  It  is  this  contract  on  which  rests  all  Gov- 
ernment, which  ffives  force  to  all  laws  and  life 
and  validity  to  all  other  contracts. 

But  the  faith  of  the  nation  we  are  told  is 
pledged  by  a  treaty.  Ah  1  that  is  the  question 
in  discussion.  Is  the  faith  of  the  nation  pledged  t 
Certainly,  the  faith  of  the  nation  is  not  pledged 
where  a  treaty  requires  the  sanction  or  a  law. 
until  that  sanction  is  afibrded.  It  is  the  seal 
manual  that  stamps  the  hitherto  incomplete  en- 
gagement. Foreign  nations  are  bound  to  under- 
stand the  constitution  of  the  Government  of  the 
people  with  whom  thejr  irt^u  Our  Constitution 
IS  the  credentials  borne  in  hand  by  our  negotiators. 

The  error  (as  it  appears  to  me)  of  those  who 
deny  the  necessity  of  a  law  of  Congress  to  give 
full  force  to  treaties  which  embrace  subjects  prop* 
erly  of  legislation,  has  its  commencement  in 
this :  that  they  do  not  coooprehend  in  their  view 
of  the  Constitution  its  different  parts,  but,  seiz- 
ing on  the  treaty -making  power  alone,  carry  it 
to  an  irrational  extent,  and  with  a  violent  inva- 
sion over  all  the  rest  which  are  forced  to  yield. 
The  Constitution  is  then  rightly  construed  when 
its  several  principles,  all  set  in  operation,  are 
properly  adjusted,  balanced,  and  harmonized. 
Each  must  receive  its  due  weight  and  force  ac« 
cording  to  its  weight  and  relation  to  others. 

With  regard  to  the  law  under  consideration, 
thd  members  of  this  House  may  be  divided  into 
several  classes.  To  those  (of  whom  I  am  one) 
who  believe  the  sanction  of  a  law  in  this  case 
necessary,  no  persuasion  need  be  addressed. 
There  is  another  class  who  believe  that  in  casea 
where  treaties  affeet  internal  regulations,  their 
legislative  interposition  is  demanded.  Let  such 
consider  that  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  if 
not  impossible  to  deny  that  character  to  this 
treaty,  and  that  it  is  the  less  hazardous  course  to 
act  on  that  presumption.  There  are  others  again 
who  regard  the  passage  of  a  law  in  many  of 
these  cases  as  a  matter  of  form.  Let  such  re- 
fiect  that  forms  are  not  unfrequently  the  best 
protection  to  what  is  substantiated. 
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I  conclude  with  a  doctrine  which  maj  excite 
ohjeptioD  and  clamor,  but  which,  I  with  confi- 
dence predict,  will  become  the  doctrine  of  the 
nation.  What  is  the  doctrine?  It  is  this:  this 
HoQse  is  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  and  in 
public  discussion  upon  bills  must  examine  whe- 
ther the  Constitution  has  been  preserred  in  its 
integrity,  and  the  honor  of  the  nation  unviolated 
in  treaties. 

Mr.  Tucker  said  that  he  should  not  have  risen 
to  offer  to  the  House  any  remarks  on  the  subject 
before  it,  if  he  had  not  conceived  that  there  were 
some  important  considerations  that  had  not  yet 
been  presented  to  its  view.  Gentlemen,  |ie  said, 
have  so  eagerly  entered  upon  the  discussion  of 
the  general  question  in  relation  to  the  treaty-mak- 
ing |)ower.  a  question  of  the  greatest  magnitude 
and  interest,  that  their  attention  seems  to  have 
been  in  a  great  measure  withdrawn  from  the  bill 
under  consideration.  Let  us  remember,  however, 
that  whatever  may  be  our  respective  opinions  on 
the  subject  of  the  powers  of  the  several  branches 
of  Government,  the  passage  of  this  bill  may  in 
the  present  state  of  things  become  absolutely  ne- 
cessary I  let  us  reflect,  that  upon  our  decision  on 
this  occasion,  the  execution  of  the  treaty  on  our 
part  in  the  spirit  of  good  faith,  may  essentially 
depend,  and  whilst  we  look  to  the  question  of 
Constitutional  power,  let  us  not  entirely  forget 
the  peculiar  character  of  this  treaty,  and  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill. 

Before  I  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
treaty  itself,  and  endeavor  to  explain  the  necessity 
of  l^islative  interference  on  this  occasion,  let  me 
touch  for  a  moment  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty- 
making  powers  without  pretending,  however^  to 
a  comprehensive  investigation  of  the  Constitu- 
tional doctrines  in  relation  to  it,  as  such  an  at- 
tempt would  lead  to  too  wide  a  discussion,  and 
might  prove  both  tedious  and  uninteresting. 

fconcede,  without  hesitation,  that  the  treaty- 
making  power  is  vested  in  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate I  but,  so  far  from  assenting  to  the  proposition 
that  Congress  have  in  no  case  a  right  to  interfere, 
I  contend  that  it  may  be  of  the  very  essence  of  a 
treaty  to  engage  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
that  Congress  will,  or  will  not  do  an  act,  or  will, 
or  will  not,  pass  a  law. 

I  understand  a  treaty  made  by  the  Executive 
to  be  an  engagement  entered  into  by  the  President 
and  Senate  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  with 
a  foreign  Power,  by  which  something  may  be  en- 
gaged to  be  done  or  omitted  on  the  part  of  this 
nation.  It  is  rather  a  contract  by  which  the  par- 
ties undertake  that  something  shall  be  done,  than 
an  act  by  which  it  is  done.  The  stipulations  of 
the  instrument  which  the  nation  by  its  Executive 
undertakes  to  perform,  are  also  of  various  char- 
acters, and  separate  and  distinct  natures.  Some 
may  be  Executive  merely,  some  Legislative ;  and 
indeed,  from  the  treaty  made  under  the  old  Con- 
federation whereby  it  was  stipulated  that  tbe  cred- 
itors of  the  two  nations  should  meet  with  no  im- 
pediment in  the  recovery  of  their  debts,  it  seems, 
that  the  engagements  or  the  contracting  Powers 
may  on  some  occasions  be  referable  to  the  Judi- 


ciary department  of  the  Qoveroment    In  eith« 
case,  the  treaty  entered  into  by  the  President  and 
Senate,  can  be  regarded  in  no  other  light  than  at 
an  engagement  on  the  part  of  this  nation,  that  the 
stipulations  of  the  contract  shall  be  carried  into 
effect  by  that  department  of  the  Government 
within  whose  province  they  may  respectively 
fall.    Thus,  if  it  be  agreed,  that  an  Executive  act 
shall  be  done,  the  Executive  alone  may  carry  the 
treaty  into  full  and  complete  operation.    If  it  be 
agreed  that  something  shall  be  done,  which  falls 
within  the  province  of  the  legislative  power,  the^ 
the  legislative  aid  become  necessary,  became^ 
though  the  President  and  Senate  may  make  ft 
treaty,  the  Constitution  nowhere  empowers  them' 
to  make  a  law.    These  principles  are  not  only 
clear  and  palpable,  I  conceive,  but  they  have  beea 
acted  on,  and  are  admitted  in  effect  by  the  eonrae 
of  argument  which  has  beeii  pursued.    Thus,  if 
it  be  engaged  that  peace  shall  be  made  and  armies 
withdrawn,  the  Executive,  by  its  mandate,  pro- 
claims peace,  or  commands  the  retreat  of  its  forces  s 
yet,  however  solemn  and  obligatory  a  treaty  from 
the  moment  of  its  signature  becomes  upon  that 
department  on  which  it  binds,  until  that  depart- 
ment acts,  it  is  no  rule  of  action  for  those  uadw 
its  control.    If  a  treaty  of  peace  for  example  be 
made,  yet  if  the  Executive  fail  to  promulgate  it, 
if  they  refuse  to  proclaim  it,  if  they  refuse  to  give 
orders  to  their  armies,  and  their  commanders  to 
suspend  hostilities, nocommander,  no  officer  wonld 
be  justified  in  acting  under  it  until  his  orders 
were  received,  unless  he  did  so  upon  his  own  re- 
sponsibility. So  too  in  the  case  of  the  treaty  under 
consideration.   However  conclusive  and  plain  the 
treaty  may  be,  who  will  pretend  that  every  col- 
lector and  deputy  collector  in  the  Union  may, 
without  orders  from  any  department  of  the  Qov- 
eroment, consider  the  treaty  as  thesupremelaw.as 
his  supreme  rule  of  conduct,  and  act  accordingly  ? 
If  not,  then  some  other  act  is  necessary  to  carry 
this  treaty  into  operation,  whether  Executive  or 
Legislative,  I  will  not  now  stop  to  inquire.    The 
treaty,  then,  does  not  execute  itseln    It  it  not 
(without  anything  further)  the  supreme  law  or 
rufe  of  conduct  for  every  individual,  for,  if  it  be, 
then  every  individual  is  justified  in  acting  at  once 
without  waiting  Executive  instruction;  nay,  after 
receiving  such  instruction,  they  would  in  con- 
science be  bound  to  follow  the  treaty  (thus  become 
the  law  of  the  land)  rather  than  tbe  instruction 
of  the  President  and  his  Secretaries. 

These  considerations  prove,  sufficiently,  I  con- 
ceive, that  even  where  stipulations  are  made 
which  are  fully  within  the  province  of  the  Exe- 
cutive power,  a  treaty  does  not,  cannot,  execute 
itself;  that  it  is  in  truth  a  contract  to  do  aome- 
thiog,  not  an  act  by  which  it  is  done. 

This  distinction,  Mr.  Speaker,  becomes  yet 
more  plain,  when  we  come  to  apply  it  to  a  treaty 
containing  stipulations  by  which  the  nation  en- 
gages to  do  something  that  falls  within  the  sphere 
of  legislative  power.  I  will  not  stop  to  prove,  by 
laborious  reasoning,  that  cases  may  occur  in  which 
the  legislative  body  must  be  called  on  to  execute 
the  provisions  of  a  treaty ;  I  will  not  fatigue  the 


569 


HIBTOB.T  OF  CCm^affiJeSS. 


m 


H.  ovR. 


Qntmrnte  m^  Qnat  Britain. 


J^illlART,  1816. 


fiiottse  ifrith  an  effort  toebow  tha4  tliereare  CMe« 
Id  which  the  treatf  can  neither  operate  as  a  law, 
cor  the  EiecatiTe  enforce  its  provisions  without 
atiaw.  It  would  be  uaeless,  for  the  positioD  has 
always  been  admitted,  ha^  often  been  acted  on, 
and  iM  now  most  ampLv  conceded.  Such,  sir,  is 
the  case  of  a  treaty,  the  stipulations  of  which, 
calling  upon. the  treasures  of  the  countiv,  require 
wo  appropriation.  Such,  too,  the  ease  of  a  cession 
t)f  territory  epoken  of  in  ihe  debate,  if  we  could 
dream  of  such  a  power  exit  tiog  any  where  in  the 
fi'ederal  GoTernment.  Siicb,  too,  the  case  of  the 
atipulations  in  the  oofivention  by  which  Louis- 
iana was  ceded  to  the  United.  States,  whereby  on 
«crtatn  terms  she  was  to  be  admitted  into  the 
4Jnion.  Lei  us  pause  for  a  moment  and  ask  oar- 
•ehres,  whether  such  treaties  can  be  regarded  as 
executing  themaslves;  whether  they  can  have 
operation  without  legislative  aid  ?  Can  a  treaty 
?lay  a  tax ;  can  a  treaty  make  an  appropriation ; 
^ean  a  treaty, jmo  faiio,  cede  territory;  can  a 
ilfeaty  erect  a  Territory  into  a  State  ?  Can  these 
/thtogs  be  dooafay  the  treaty  alone,  or  by  the  aid  anid 
.inotrumentality  of  the  Executive  without  Legis- 
lative assistance?  It  is  admitted  on  all  hands 
they  cannot.  Even  the  most  zealous  supporters 
of  the  tieaty««Mking  power  acknowledge,  .that 
•Ihey  must  in  such  cases  look  to  the  Legislaiure, 
!tbough  they  contend  that  this  body  is  bound  to 
.{Mss  the  necessary  laws.  I  will  not  stop  at  this 
tiase  to  examioe  this  principle,  but  a«k,  wheiher 
it  is  not  palp^le  from  these  admissions,  that  in 
all  such  cases  a  treaty  does  not  actually  make  or 
'Change  the  law,  but  only  engages  on  the  part  of 
(the  United  States  that  it  shall  bemadeorchaj^ged? 
If  Ao^Iam  not  iaeorrect  in  aopposing,  that  a  treatv 
ris  merely  an  engagement  that  certain  acts  shall 
-he  done  by  that  department  of  the  Government 
tivitlun  whose  province  they  may  fall ;  and  that 
'it. does  not  operate  in  cases  faUiog  within  the 
sphere  of  the  Legislative  power,  without  the  aid 
of  chat  tomch  of  the  Qoveroment. 

If  it  were  otherwise^  if  we  were  indeed  to  gi^e 

jiato  the  monstrous  coostruetion,  that  a  treaty  of 

itself  IS  to  be  regarded  a  a  law ;  that  it  can  ri»eal 

.asdemnjict  of  the  Lf^islatuxe.  and  operate di- 

:recily  vpon  the  coromanity  witnout  the  agency 

of  that  branch  of  the. Government,  in  cases  exolu- 

surely  within  the  legitimate  sphere;  to  what  fatal 

'  lengths  shall  we  not  be.led.    If  treaties  have  this 

efiect  in  one  caae,  why  not  in  all?    If  in  taking 

off  a  duty,  why  not  in  making  an  appropriation; 

-if  in  repealing  one  law,  why  not  in  passing  ano- 

iher*^  'why  not  in  laying  taxes,  granting  subsidies, 

-makiag  cessions  of  territory,  and  even  paying 

'triboie  to  an  Algerine  Dey  vpithout  consent  of 

Congress,  if  indeS  our  gallant  seamen  had  not 

procured  more  honorable  terms  for  us  in  the  late 

aegotiation  ?    Can  gentlemen  draw  the  line  of 

discrimination  ?    Can  Uiey  pM>int  out  that  part  of 

the  Constitution,  which,  in  the  aupposed  conces- 

aion  to  the  treaty*makingpower  ot  the  legislative 

authority,  says  to  the  former,  *^  thus  far  shall  thou 

fo  and  no  farther  V^    And  if  they  cannot,  this 

independence  of  the  Legislature  must  exist  in  all 

cases  or  none.    It  is  admitted  that  it  does  not  ex- 


lAt  in  all  (as  in  the  cases  of  appropriation,  &c,) 
and  1  therefpre  conclude  it  exists  in  none. 

But  if  the  legislative  authority  be  necessary,  is 
it  true  that  we  are  bound  to  act  in  a  particular 
way  J  Is  it  true  that  we  must  pass  the  laws 
whicn  the  treaty- making  power  engages  we  shall 
pass  ?  Impossible !  When  our  aid  is  called  for, 
we  most  have  the  power  to  deliberate;  if  to  de- 
liberate, we  most  have  a  discretion  to  pajss  or  to 
r^ect ;  since  without  it  deliberation  is  a  mockery 
and  legislative  solemnitiesa  fair  subject  of  detision 
and  contempt. 

There  is  another  point  of  view,  Mr.  Speaker, 
in  which  I  would  present  this  subject  to  the  House. 

To  i^hom  has  the  Constitutional  charter  given 
the  legislative  power?  I  answer,  in  the  explicit 
language  of  the  instrument  in  its  commencing 
clause,  '*  to  a  Congress  of  the  United  States,  which 
shall  consist  of  a  Senate, and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives." Is  this  ample  grant  restricted  by  any 
aubsequent  part  of  the  instrument  ?  We  are  re- 
ferred by  gentlemen  to  the  treaty-making  power, 
.and  to  the  clause  which,  as  they  contend,  declares 
that  "  treaties  shall  be  made  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land."  If  indeed  by  any  fair  construction 
this  clause  can  be  deemed  to  declare  that  treaties 
shall  be  superior  to  the  laws,  tben  our  adversaries 
may  claim  the  victory ;  otherwise  they  must  yield 
it.  But  does  it  so  ?  It  declares  the  Constitution 
and  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  the  treaties,  to  be 
the  supreme  law. — Superior  to  what?  To  the 
laws  of  the  States;  as  we  perceive  by  the  con* 
elusion;  ^'anything  in  the  constitution  or  laws 
of  any  State  to  ti^  contrary  notwithstanding*^ 
It  declares  all  three  to  be  supreme;  it  does  not 
attempt  to  graduate  tiie  respective  authority  of 
each,  nor  can  it  be  predicated  of  either,  that  under 
this  clause  it  is  superior  to  the  others.  Even  the 
Constitution  itself  would  have  no  claims  to  su- 
periority, if  it  looked  only  to  this  passage  for  its 
title  to  supremacy. 

If  then  the  legislative  power  be  vested  in  Con- 
gress, and  if  by  this  clause  it  be  not  taken  away 
9r  subject  to  the  control  of  the  treaiy-m^ng 
power,  I  presume  it  remains  unimpaired  in  the 
represeniatines  of  the  nation.  If  so,  their  concur- 
rence is  not  only  essential  to  carry  into  effect  a 
treaty  touching  upon  legislative  powers,  but,  in 
acting  iipon  it,  they  must  deliberate  with  the  free- 
dom of  independent  legislators. 

It  is  contended,  however,  bj  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calboun,)  that  a 
tfeaty  is  superior  to  the  law,  because  it  is  a  con- 
tract between  our  nation  and  another  Power.  I 
am  ready  to  admit.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  ingenuity  of 
the  gentleman  in  drawing  this  oistinction.  it  is 
what  may  well  be  expected  from  his  ingenious  and 
active  mind.  But  I  think  it  will  appear  that  it 
is  more  ingenious  than  solid,  more  true  than  ap- 
plicable to  the  subject. 

I  admit  that  where  a  contract  has  been  entered 
into  and  completed  by  all  the  necessary  powers 
under  our  Constitution,  it  is  binding  upon  the 
nation.  But  the  question  still  recurs,  when  is  it 
complete?  In  the  case  of  a  treaty  containing 
stipulations  merely  Executive,  it  is  complete  when 
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the  ratifications  are  ezchaagecL  In  the  case  of 
a  treaty  which  requires  a  legislative  act  to  give 
it  operation,  we  contend  that  the  legislative  sanc- 
tion most  be  given  before  it  is  complete.  Until 
then  it  is  not  a  binding  contract,  and  the  rights 
of  the  third  partv  (the  foreign  Power)  do  not 
e^u|t.  Js  it  not  the  j>etitio  principiit  or  (if  the 
gentleman  will  permit  me  to  use  the  vulgar 
translation)  is  it  not  be^io^  the  question  to  con- 
tend, that  before  the  legislative  sanction  the  con- 
tract is  binding,  when  the  very  question  between 
us  is,  whether  that  sanction  be  necessary  to  make 
it  binding? 

Let  it  not  be  said  that  foreign  nations  know 
nothing  of  these  Constitutional  niceties.  My 
friend  from  3outh  Carolina  (Mr.  Lowi«de«)  has 
already  given  the  proper  answer  to  such  a  sugges- 
tion. The  foreign  Power  which  contracts  with 
us  is  bound  to  look  to  the  Constitutional  charter 
to  see  that  they  contract  with  the  proper  authority. 
Suppose  the  treaty  were  ratified  oy  the  President 
without  the  assent  of  the  Senate.  Could  the  for- 
eign Power  complain  of  broken  faith  because  we 
should  refuse  to  abide  by  it)  Could  it  allege 
that  it  knew  nothing  of  the  Senatorial  ratifica- 
tion ;  that  it  was  not  versed  in  the  mysteries  of 
our  Constitution?  By  no  means.  If  a  foreign 
Power  contracts  without  looking  to  the  authority 
and  Constitutional  extent  of  powers  of  those  who 
undertake  to  treat  with  them,  the  loss  be  upon 
them — we  are  not  to  be  the  sufierers.  So,  if,  as 
we  contend,all  treaties  involving  legislative  power 

{equire  legislative  sanction,  foreign  Powers  must 
ook  to  it ',  and  seeing  that  the  Executive  are  not 
omnipotent,  and  have  no  power  to  bind  us  abso- 
lutely in  such  cases,  they  must  act  accordingly. 

Let  us,  in  testing  tne  correctness  of  the  principle 
contended  for  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  ex- 
amine^ moreover,  iwhether  it  does  not  lead  to  inevi- 
table inconsistency.  It  is  asserted  that  a  treaty 
is  superior  to  a  law  in  conflict  with  its  provisions, 
and  repeals  a  prior  legislative  act  which  is  at 
.variance  with  its  stipulations.  Here  then  the 
treaty-making  power  is  superior  to  the  law. 
Yet  it  is  admitted  that  Congress  can  declare 
war,  a  prior  treaty  to  the  contrary  iiotwithstand- 
.ing,  aod  by  the  act  of  war  annul  and  abrogate  a 
treaty.  Here  then  the  law  is  superior  to  the 
treaty-making  power.  Can  it  at  the  same  time 
be  both  supeiior  and  inferior?  Can  it  be  true 
tnat  .whilst,  the  President  and  Senate  can  repeal 
pre-existing  laws,  the  same  power  which  made 
those  pre-e^i^ting  laws,  can  in  its  turn  become 
superior,  and  abrogate  the  act  of  the  President 
and  Senate?  Impossible!  it  is  an  inconsistency 
that  capnot  be  admitted ;  it  is  a  construction  that 
would  beget  unutterable  confusion. 

But  it  is  said  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina^  (Mr.  Cax^bounj  that  the  act  of  declar- 
ing war  is  rather  a  judicial  than  a  legislative  act. 
I  understand  the  gentleman's  idea  and  admit  the 
ingenuity  of  the '  distinction^  though  it  cannot 
avail  him  in  answer  to  the  difficulty  I  have  sug- 
gested. I  suppose  the  gentleman  to  mean,  that 
in  passing  an  act  declaring  war,  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  express  their  opinion  or  judg- 


ment on  the  state  of  the  relations  between  thi^ 
country  and  its  adversary,  pronouncing  that  in 
their  judgment  subsisting  treaties  are  broken,  and 
that  such  an  act  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  mere 
ordinary  legislation  in  which  the  interest  and  ad- 
vantage of  the  nation  are  the  chief  objects  in  view. 
Should  we  admit  this  subtle  distinction,  does  it 
avoid  the  difficulty  ?  Is  not  the  Congress  if  pos- 
sessed t>f  the  power  of  declaring  war,  whatever 
be  the  nature  of  the  act,  superior  to  the  treaty- 
making  power  whose  contracts  it  thereby  abro- 
gates? And  does  not  the  question  still  recur, 
.whether  it  can  be  both  superior  and  inferior — 
whether  the  legislative  and  the  treaty-making 
power  can  reciprocally  and  ad  infinitum  repeal 
the  acts  of  each  other  f 

Such,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  some  of  the  considera- 
tions on  the  subject  ot  the  treaty-making  power 
which  have  presented  themselves  to  my  mind; 
and  though  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  take  a 
much  more  excursive  range  on  this  interesting 
subject,  yet  I  shall  leave  to  others  to  do  so,  and 
proceea  to  the  second  inquiry  I  proposed  to  my- 
self—Does the  treaty  under  consideration  require 
legislative  aid  to  eflect  its  provisions  ?  If  it  does, 
gentlemen  on  all  sides  of  the  House  should  con- 
cur in  voting  for  the  bill.  We  should  do  so,  be- 
cause we  all  believe  it  advisable  to  carry  the 
treaty  into  effect;  those  on  the  other  side  should 
do  so  peculiarly,  because,  according  to  their  doc- 
trines, they  are  morally  bound  to  legislate  where 
the  treaty  requires  legislative  aid.  All  should  be 
solicitous  to  avoid  the  slightest  imputation  on  the 
faith  of  the  nation. 

If  ever  there  was  a  treaty  in  which. legislative 
aid  was  necessary,  this  appears  to  me  peculiarly 
to  require  it.  Its  stipulations  not  only  compre- 
hend subjects  within  the  sphere  of  the  legisla- 
tive power,  but  those  subjects  of  legislation  which 
are  more  peculiarly  the  province  of  this  branch  of 
the  Government.  Whether  we  consider'the  ques- 
tion in  relation  to  the  peculiar  powers  of  this 
House  in  relation  to  ^xatioo,  to  the  pledge  of  the 
duties  in  question  to  the  public  creditors,  or  the 
particular  provisions  of  the  instrument,  lean  per- 
ceive no  Constitutional  means  of  carrying  the 
convention  into  effect  without  legislative  co-oper- 
ation!. 

Is  there,  I  will  a^k,  anjr  subject  of  legislation, 
Mr.  Speaker,  in  which  this  House  has  greater  in- 
terest or  greater  CoQstitutional  control  than  that 
which  is  in  anywise  connected  with  taxation  and 
revenue?  Can. gentlemen  point  oiit  anything 
more  important,  aod  more  interwoven  with  all 
our  feelings  than  the  question,  ''  on  what  articles 
shall  taxes  1^  laid ;  from  what  subjects  shall  the 
necessary  revenues  of  the  Government  be  raised?*' 
What  has  produced  in  this  House  more  sensation 
than  whetner  the  revenues  shall  be  raised  from 
whiskey,  from  salt,  from  merchandise,  or  land? 
The  objects  of  taxation  are  equally  important  and 
interesting  with  the  quantum  to  be  raised,  or  the 
appropriatipn  of  it  after  it  has  been  raised  ;.aod  if 

fentlemen  admit  that  an  appropriation  by  this 
[ouse  is  necessary  to  effectuate  the  provisions  of 
a  treaty,  which  engages  that  such  an  appropria- 
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ejQcroachmeDt  qp  th^  lc(gislaU?e  rights  of  Con- 
gress. 

I  am  ope  of  those  who  view  the  bill  upon  the 
table  as  declaring  that  It  is  not  within  that  capa- 
city, as  looking  down  upon  the  conventLon  as 
the  still-born  progeny  of  arrogated  powen  as 
offering  to  it  the  paternity  of  Coogreas,  and  anect- 
ing  by  tbfit  paternity  to  give  to  it  life  and 
strength ;  and  as  I  think  tbat  the  convention 
does  not  stand  in  need  of  any  such  filiation,  to 
make  it  either  strong  or  legitimate,  that  it  is  al- 
ready all  that  it  can  become,  and  that  useless 
legislation  upon  such  a  subject  is  vicious  legisla- 
tion, I  shall  vote  against  the  bill.  The  correct- 
ness of  these  opinions  is  what  1  propose  to  estab- 
lish. 

I  lay  it  dov^n  as  an  incontrovertible  trutb,  that 
the  Constitution  has  assumed  (and,  indeed,  how 
could  it  do  otherwise  ?)  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  might  and  would  have  occa- 
sion, like  the  other  Governments  of  the  civilized 
world,  to  enter  into  treaties  with  foreign  Powers, 
upon  the  various  subjects  involved  in  their  mu- 
tual relations ;  and  further,  that  it  might  be,  and 
was,  proper,  to  designate  the  departinAt  of  the 
Government  in  which  the  capacity  to  make  such 
treaties  should  be  lodged.  It  has  said,  according- 
ly, that  the  President,  with  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate,  shall  possess  this  norlion  of  the  na- 
tional sovereignty.  It  has,  furthermore,  given  to 
the  same  Magistrate,  with  the  same  concurrence, 
the  exclusive  creation  and  control  of  the  whole 
machinery  of  diplomacy.  He  only,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Senate,  can  appoint  a  negotiator, 
gr  can  make  any  step  towards  negotiation.  The 
Constitution  does  not,  in  any  part  of  it.  even  in- 
timate that  any  otlfer  department  shall  possess 
either  a  constant  or  an  occasional  right  to  inter- 
pose in  thp  preparation  of  any  treaty,  or  in  the 
final  perfection  of  it.  The  President  and  Senate 
are  explicitly  pointed  out  as  the  sole  actors  in  that 
sort  of  transaction.  The  prescriibed  cpncdrrence 
of  the  Senate,  and  that,  too,  by  a  majority  greater 
than  the  ordinary  legislative  majority,,  plainly 
excludjBs  the  necessity  of  Congressional  concur- 
rence. If  the  consent  of  Congress  to  any  treaty 
had  been  intended,  the  Constitution  would  not 
have  been  guilty  of  the  absurdity  of  first  putting 
al  treaty  for  ratification  to  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate exclusively,  and  again,  to  the  «ame  President 
and  Senate  as  portions  of  the  Xiegislature.  It 
would  have  submitted  the  whole  ^matter  at  once 
to  Congress,  and  the  more  especially,  as  the  rati- 
fication of  a  treaty  by  the  Senate,  as  a  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  may  be  by  a  smaller  number  than 
a  ratification  of  it  by  the. same  body,  as  a  branch 
of  the  dxecutive  government.  If  the  ratification 
of  any  treaty  by  the  President,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  must  be  followed  by 
a  legislative  ratification,  it  is  a  mere  nonentity. 
It  is  good  for  all  purposes,  or  for  none.  And  if  it 
he  nothing  in  effect,  it  is  a  mockery  by  which 
nobody  would  be  bound.  The  President  and  Sen- 
ate would  not  themselves  be  bound  by  it ;  and 
the  ratification  would  at  last  depend,  not  upon 
the  will  of  the  President  and  two-thirds  of  the 


Senate,  but  npon  the  will  of  a  bare  majority  of 
the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature,  subject  to  the 
qualified  legislative  control  of  the  President. 

Uppn  the  power  of  the  President  and  Senate, 
therefore,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  The  only  qhes- 
tion  is,  as  to  the  extent  of  it,  or,  in  other  words,  as 
to  the  subject  upon  which  it  may  be  exerted. 
The  effect  of  the  power,  when  exerted  within  its 
lawful  sphere,  is  beyond  the  reach  of  controversy. 
The  Constitution  has  declared,  that  whauoever 
amounts  to  a  treaty,  made  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  shall  immediately  be  supreme 
law.  It  has  contradistinguished  a  treaty  as  a  jaw, 
from  an  act  of  Congress  as  a  law.  It  h^  erected 
treaties,  so  cootraaistingoished,  into  a  binding 
judicial  rule.  It  has  given  them  to  our  courts  of 
justice,  in  defining  their  jurisdiction,  as  a  portion 
of  the  lex  temSf  which  they  are  to  interpret  and 
enforce.  In  a  word,  it  has  compiunicated  to  them, 
if  ratified  by  the  department  which  it  has  speci- 
ally provided  for  the  making  of  them,  the  rank  of 
law,*or  it  has  spoken  without  meaning.  And  if 
it  has  elevated  them  to  that  rank,  it  is  idle  to  at- 
tempt to  raise  them  to  it  by  ordinary  legislation. 

Upon  the  extent  of  the  power,  or  the  subjects 
upon  which  it  may  act,  there  is  as  little  room  for 
controversy.  The  power  is  to  make  treaties.  The 
word  treaties  is  nomen  generalisnmumf  and  will 
comprehend  commercial  treaties,  unless  there  be 
a  limit  upon  it  by  which  they  are  excluded.  It 
is  the  appellative,  which  will  take  in  the  whole 
sjpecies,  if  there  be  nothing  to  narrow  its  scope. 
There  is  do  such  limit.  There  is  not  a  syllable  in 
the  context  of  the  clause  to  restrict  the  natuial 
import  of  its  phraseology.  The  power  is  Idft  to 
the  force  of  ine'generic  term,  and  is  therefore  as 
wide  as  a  treaty-making  power  can  be.  It  em- 
braces all  the  varieties  which  it  could  be  supposed 
this  Government  could  .find  it  necessary  or  proper 
to  make,  or  it  embraces  none.  It  covers  the  whole 
treaty-making  ground  which  this  Government 
could  be  expected  to  occupy,  or  not  an  inch  of  it. 

It  is  a  just  presumption,  that  it  was  designed  to 
be  coextensive  with  all  the  exigencies  of  our  affairs. 
Usage  sanctions  that  presumption — expediency 
does  the  same.  The  omission  of  any  exception 
to  the  power,  the  omission  of  the  designation  of 
a  mode,  by  which  a  treaty,  not  intended  to  be  in- 
cluded within  it,  mignt  otherwise  be  mad^^  cqii- 
firms  it.  Th^t  a  commercial  trieatv  was,  above 
air  others,  in  the  contemplation  of  toe  Constitu- 
tion, is  manifest.  The  immemorial  jpractice  of 
Europe,  and  particularlyof  the  nation  from  which 
we  emigrated,  the  consonance  of  enlightened  the- 
ory to  that  practice,  prove  it.  It  may  be  said,  in- 
deed, that  at  the  epoch  of  the  birth  oi  our  Consti- 
tution, the  necessity  for  a  power  to  make  com- 
mercial treaties  was  scarcely  visible,  for  that  our 
trade  ^as  then  in  its  infancy.  It  was  so;  but  it 
was  the  infancy  of  another  Hercules,  promising, 
not,  indeed,  a  victory  over  the  lion  of  Nemaea,  or 
the  boar  of  Erymanthus,  but  the  peaceful  con- 
quest of  every  sea  which  could  be  subjected  to 
the  dominion  of  commercial  enterprise.  It  was 
then  as  apparent  as  it  is  now,  that  the  destinies 
of  this  great  nation  were  irrevocably  commercial; 


569 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


6T0 


January,  1816. 


ConiiiiiBrce  teith  Great  Bricdin, 


H.  orR. 


that  the  ocean  woald  be  whitened  by  oar  saib> 
and  the  "  ultima  thule^^  of  the  world  compelled 
to  witness  the  more  than  PhoBnician  spirit  and 
intelligence  of  oar  merchants.  With  this  glo- 
rious anticipation  dawning  upon  them  ;  with  this 
resplendent  Aurora  gilding  the  prospect  of  the 
future;  nay,  with  the  risen  orb  of  trade  illumi* 
nating  the  vast  horizon  of  American  greatness,  it 
cannot  be  supposed  that  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution did  not  look  to  the  time  when  we  should 
be  called  upon  to  make  commercial  conventions. 

It  needs  not  the  aid  of  the  imagination  to  re- 
ject (his  disparaging  stnd  monstrous  supposition. 
Dullness  itself,  throwing  aside  the  lethargy  of  its 
character,  and  rising  for  a  passing  moment  to  the 
rapture  ox  enthusiasm,  will  disclaim  it  with  in- 
dig^natioQ. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  the  Constitution  has 
given  to  Congress  the  power  (o  regulate  com- 
merce with  ibreign  nations,  and  that,  since  it 
would  be  inconsistent  with  that  power,  that  the 
President,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  should 
do  the  ^me  thing,  it  follows  that  this  power  of 
Congress  is  an  exception  out  of  the  treaty- making 
power.  Never  were  premises,  as  it  appears  to 
my  understanding,  less  suited  to  the  conclusion. 
The  po^nrer  of  Congress  to  regnulate  our  foreign 
trade,  is  a  power  of  municipal  legislation,  and 
was  designed  to  onerate  as  far,  as  upon  such  a 
subject,  municipal  legisfation  can  reach.  With- 
out such  a  power,  the  Government  would  be 
wholly  inadequate  to  the  ends  for  which  it  was 
instituted.  A  power  to  regulate  commerce  by 
treaty  alone  Would  touch  only  a  portion  of  the 
subject.  A  Wider  and  more  general  power  Was 
therefore  indispensable,  and  it  was  properlv  de- 
volved upon  Congress,  as  the  Legislature  of  the 
Union. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  power  of  mere  niunicipal 
legislation,  acting  upon  views  exclusively  our 
own,  having  no  reference  to  a  reciprocation  of 
aidvanta^es  by  arrangements  with  a  foreign  Statisi, 
would  also  tkW  short  of  the  ends  of  Government 
in  a  country,  of  which  the  commercial  relations 
ar^  cbmplex'and  extensive,  and  liable  to  be  erh- 
barrassed  by  conflicts  b^ti'een  its  own  interests 
and  those  of  other  nations.  That  the  power  of 
Congress  is  simply  legislative  in  the  strictest 
sense,  and  cslleblated  for  ordinary  domestic  regu- 
lations only,  is  plain  fVdni  the  lahgtiage  in  which 
it  is  commtinieiLted.  There  Is  nothing  in  that 
language  Which  indicated  riegtilatloti,  by  cbkiipact 
or  comprotuiise,  nothing  which  points  to  the  co* 
operation  of  a  foreign  FOwer,  nothing  which  de- 
signates ai  tretely-oiaking  ikculty.  It  is  not  coii- 
nected  with  any  of  the  necesslrv  accompani- 
ments of  that  faculty,  it  is  not  fdrnfshed  With  any 
of  those  nieains.  witnout  Which  it  is  impo^sibt^  to 
make  the  smallest  progress  towards  A  treaty. 

It  is  self-evident  that  a  capacity  to  re^uTdt'i^ 
comtnerce  by  treaty  was  intended  by  the  Cfbhsti- 
tution  to  be  lodged  somewhere,  h  is  just  &s  evi- 
dent that  the  legislative  c^picity  or  Congress 
does  not  amount  to  it,  and  cannot  be  exerted  to 
produce  a  treaty.  It  c^n  produce  only  k  statute, 
with  which  a  roreigo  Stale  cannot  b^  mide  to 


concur,  and  which  will  not  yield  to  any  modifi- 
cations which  a  foreign  State  may  desire  to  im- 
press upon  it  for  suitable  equivalents.  There  is 
no  way  in  which  Consress,  as  such,  can  mould 
itfi  laws  into  treaties,  if  it  respects  the  Constitu- 
tion. It  may  legislate  and  counter-legislate  ;  but 
ic  must  forever  be  beyond  its  capacity  to  combine 
in  a  law,  emanating  from  its  separate  domestic 
authority,  its  own  views  with  those  of  other  Gov- 
ernments, and  to  produce  a  harmonious  recoii- 
ciliation  of  those  jarring  purposes  and  discordant 
elements,  which  it  is  the  business  of  negotiation 
to  adjust. 

I  reason  thus,  then,  upon  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject. It  is  clear  that  the  power  of  Congress,  as 
to  foreign  commerce,  is  only  Whlit  it  professes  to 
be  in  the  Constiiutionj  a  legislative  power,  to  be 
exerted  municipally  withoutconstkltation  oragree^ 
ment  with  those  with  whom  we  haVe  an  inter- 
course of  trade;  it  is  liildeniable  that  the  Consti- 
tution meant  to  provide  for  the  exercise  of  an- 
other power  relative  to  commerce,  which  should 
exert  itself  ih  concert  with  the  analogous  power 
in  other  countries,  and  should  bring  about  its  re- 
sults, not  by  statute  enacted  by  itself,  but  by  an 
international  compact  called  a  treaty ;  that  it  is 
manifest  that  this  other  power  is  vested  by  the 
Constitution  in  the  President  and  Senate,  the 
only  department  of  the  Government  which  it 
authorizes  to  make  any  treaty,  and  which  it  ena- 
bles to  make  all  treaties;  that  if  it  be  sd  vested, 
its  regular  exercise  must  result  in  that  which,  as 
far  as  it  reaches,  is  law  in  itself,  and  consequently 
repeals  such  municipal  regulations  as  stand  in  its 
way,  since  it  is  expressly  declared  by  the  Consti- 
tution that  treaties  regularly  made  shall  have,  as 
they  ought  to  have,  the  force  of  law.  In  all  this 
I  perceive  nothing  to  perplex  or  aUrm  us.  It 
exhibits  a  Well-digested  ahd  uniform  plan  of  Gov- 
ernment, worthy  of  the  excellent  men  by  whotn 
it  w&s  formed.  The  ordinary  power  t6  regulate 
comdierce  by  statutory  enactments  could  only  be 
devolved  upon  Congress,  possessing  all  the  other 
legislative  powers  of  the  Government.  The  ex- 
tr^T)rdinary  power  to  regulate  It  by  treaty  could 
not  be  devolved  lipon  Congress,  because,  from  its 
composition  and  the  absence  of  all  those  authori- 
ties and  fiiiiciiohs  which  are  essential  to  the  ac- 
tivity arid  efiVct  of  Ik  treaty-making  power,  it  Was 
tfot  cfllddfated  to  be  the  depository  of  it.  It  was 
wise  atid  consi^xenr  to  place  the  extrstorditiar^ 
poiArer  to  f^ulare  commerce  by  treaty,  where  the 
resldhe  of  the  treaty-makiog  poWer  Wtts  placed, 
where  only  the  m^ans  of  negotiation  could  be 
fbund,  and  the  skilful  and  beneficial  use  of  thein 
could  reasonably  be  expected.  That  Congress 
legislateii  upon  comnierce  subject  to  the  treaty- 
mtkking  power,  is  a  position  perfectly  intelligible; 
but  the  understanding  is  in  some  degree  con- 
founded by  the  other  proposition,  that  the  legisla- 
tive power  of  Congress  is  an  exception  out  of  the 
tteaty-making  power.  It  introduces  into  the 
Constitution  a  strange  anomaly — a  commercial 
State,  with  a  written  Constitution  and  no  po^er 
iii  it  to  regulate  its  trade,  in  conjunction  With 
other  Stated,  in  the  univiersal  tnode  of  convention. 
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It  will  be  in  vaia  to  urse  that  this  anomaljr  is 
merely  iroagiDary,  for  Uiat  the  President  aod 
Senate  may  make  a  treaty  of  commerce  for  the 
consideration  of  Congress.  The  answer  is,  that 
the  treaties  which  the  President  ami  Senate  are 
entitled  to  make,  are  such  as,  when  made,  become 
law ;  that  it  is  no  part  of  their  functions  simply  to 
initiate  treaties,  but  conclusively  to  make  them; 
and  that  where  they  hare  no  power  to  make 
them,  there  is  no  provision  in  the  Constitution 
how  or  bv  whom  they  shall  be  made. 

That  tnere  is  nothing  new  in  the  idea  of  a  sep- 
aration of  the  legislative  and  conventional  pow- 
ers upon  commercial  subjects,  and  of  the  neces- 
sary control  of  the  former  by  the  latter,  is  known 
to  all  who  are  acquainted  with  the  constitution 
of  England.  The  Parliament  of  that  country 
enacts  the  statutes  by  which  its  trade  is  regulated 
municipally.  The  Crown  modifies  them  by  a 
treaty.  It  has  been  imagined,  indeed,  that  the 
Parliament  is  in  the  practice  of  confirming  such 
treaties;  but  the  fact  is  undoubtedly  otherwise. 
Commercial  treaties  are  laid  before  Parliament 
because  the  King's  Ministers  are  responsible  for 
their  advice  in  the  making  of  them,  and  because 
the  vast  range  and  complication  of  the  English 
laws  of  trade  and  revenue  render  legislation  un- 
avoidable, not  for  the  ratification,  but  the  execu- 
tion of  their  commercial  treaties. 

It  is  suggested,  again,  that  the  treaty- making; 
power  (unless  we  are  tenants  in  common  of  it 
with  the  President  and  Senate,  to  the  extent  at 
least  of  our  legislative  rights)  is  a  pestilent  mon- 
ster, pregnant  with  all  sorts  of  disasters!  It 
teems  with  "gorgons,  and  hydras,  and  chimeras 
dire!"  At  any  rate  I  may  take  for  granted  that 
the  case  before  us  does  not  justify  this  array  of 
metaphor  and  fable,  since  we  are  all  agreed  that 
the  convention  with  England  is  not  onlv  harm- 
less, but  salutary.  To  put  this  particular  case, 
however,  out  of  the  argument,  what  have  we  to 
do  with  considerations  like  these?  Are  we  here 
to  form  or  to  submit  to  the  Constitution,  as  it  has 
been  given  to  us  for  a  rule  by  those  who  are  our 
masters?  Can  we  take  upon  ourselves  the  office 
of  political  casuists,  and,  because  we  think  that 
a  power  ought  to  be  less  than  it  is.  compel  it  to 
shrink  to  our  standard?  Are  we  to  bow  with 
reverence  before  the  national  will  as  the  Consti- 
tution displays  it,  or  to  fashion  it  to  our  own;  to 
quarrel  with  that  charter,  without  which  we  our- 
selves are  nothing,  or  to  take  it  as  ft  guide  which 
we  cannot  desert  with  innocence  or  safety  ?  But 
why  is  the  treaty-making  power,  lodged,  as  I 
contend  it  is,  in  the  President  and  Senate,  likely 
to  disaster  us,  as  we  are  required  to  apprehend  it 
will?  Sufficient  checks  have  not,  as  it  seems, 
been  provided,  either  by  the  Constitution  or  the 
nature  of  things,  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  it.  It  is 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  alone  that  the 
amulet  which  bids  defiance  to  the  approaches  of 
political  disease,  or  cures  it  when  it  has  com- 
menced, can  in  all  vicissitudes  be  found.  I  hold 
that  the  checks  are  sufficient,  without  the  charm 
of  our  legislative  agencjr,  for  all  these  occasions 
which  wisdom  is  Aund  to  foresee  and  to  guard 


ajgainst;  and  that,  as  to  the  rest,  (the  eccentrici- 
ties and  portents  which  no  ordinarjr  checks  can 
deal  with.)  the  occasions  must  provide  for  them- 
selves. 

It  is  natural,  here,  to  ask  of  gentlemen,  what 
security  they  would  have?  They  cannot  take  a 
bond  of  fate,  and  they  have  every  pledge  which 
is  short  of  it.  Have  they  not,  as  respects  the  Pre-. 
sident,  all  the  security  upon  which  they  rely  from 
day  to  day  for  the  discreet  and  upright  discharge 
of  the  whole  of  his  other  duties,  many  and  vari- 
ous as  they  are  ?  What  security  have  they  that 
he  will  not  appoint  to  office  tne  rtfitee  of  the 
world;  that  he  will  not  pollute  the  sanctuary  of 
justice  by  calling  vagabonds  to  its  holy  ministry, 
instead  of  adorning  it  with  men  like  those  who 
now  give  to  the  bench  more  dignity  than  they 
receive  from  it ;  that  he  will  not  enter  into  a  treaty 
of  amnesty  with  every  conspirator  against  law 
and  order,  and  pardon  culprits  from  mere  enmity 
to  vktue  ?  The  security  for  all  this,  and  infin- 
itely more,  is  found  in  the  Constitution  and  in 
the  order  of  nature ;  and  we  are  all  satisfied  with 
it.  One  should  think  that  the  same  security, 
which  thus  far  time  has  so  discredited,  might  be 
sufficient  to  tranquillize  us  upon  the  score  of  the 
power  which  we  are  now  considering. 

We  talk  of  ourselves  as  it  we  only  were  the 
Representatives  of  the  people.  But  the  First 
Magistrate  of  this  country  is  also  the  representa- 
tive of  the  people,  the  creature  of  their  sovereign- 
ty, the  administrator  of  their  power,  their  stew- 
ard and  servant,  as  you  are.  He  comes  from  the 
people — is  lifted  by  them  into  place  aod  author- 
ity—  and  after  a  short  time  returns  to  them 
for  censure  or  applause.  There  is  no  analogy 
between  such  a  magistrate  and  the  hereditary 
monarchs  of  Europe.  He  is  not  bom  to  the  inher- 
itance of  office ;  he  cannot  even  be  elected  until 
he  has  reached  an  a^e  at  which  he  must  pass  for 
what  he  is — until  his  habits  have  been  tormed, 
his  integrity  tried,  bis  capacity  ascertained,  his 
character  discussed  and  probed  for  a  series  of 
years  by  a  press  which  knows  noneof  the  restraints 
of  European  policy.  He  acts,  as  you  do.  in  the 
full  view  of  bis  constituents,  and  under  the  con- 
sciousness that,  on  account  of  the  singleness  of 
his  station,  all  eyes  are  upon  him.  He  knows  too, 
as  well  as  you  can  know,  the  temper  and  intelli- 
gence of  those  for  whom  he  acts,  and  to  whom 
he  is  amenable.  He  cannot  hope  that  they  will 
be  blind  to  the  vices  of  his  administration,  on  sub- 
jects of  high  concernment  and  vital  interest ;  and, 
in  proportion  as  he  acts  upon  his  own  responsi- 
bility, unrelieved  and  undiluted  by  the  infusion 
of  ours,  is  the  danp^er  of  ill-advised  conduct  likely 
to  be  present  to  his  mind. 

Of  all  the  powers  which  have  been  intrusted  to 
him,  there  is  none  to  which  the  temptations  to 
abuse  belong  so  little  as  to  the  treaty-making 
power,  in  all  its  branches — none  which  can  boast 
such  mighty  safeguards  in  the  feelings  and  views 
and  passions  which  even  a  misanthrope  could 
attribute  to  the  foremost  citizen  of  this  Republic. 
He  can  have  no  motive  to  paralyze  by  a  commer- 
cial or  any  other  treaty  the  prosperity  of  his  coan- 
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try.  Setliog  apart  the  restraiots  of  hoaor  and 
patriotism,  which  are  characteristic  of  pablic  mea 
10  a  natioD  habitaallv  free,  coold  he  do  so  with- 
out sabjecting  himself  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
munity— to  say  nothiofi^  of  bin  immediate  con- 
nexions— to  the  evils  of  bis  own  work?  A  com- 
merciul  treaty,  too,  is  always  a  conspicuous  mea- 
sure; it  speaks  for  itself;  it  cannot  take  the  garb 
of  hypocrisy,  and  shelter  itself  from  the  scrutiny 
of  a  vigilant  and  well-instructed  population.  If 
'it  be  bad,' it  will  be  condemned  ;  and  if  dishon- 
estly made,  be  execrated.  The  pride  of  country, 
moreover,  which  animates  even  the  Uwest  of 
mankind,  is  here  a  peculiar  pledge  for  the  provi- 
dent and  wholesome  exercise  of  power.  There  is 
not  a  consideration  by  which  a  chord  in  the  hu- 
man breast  can  be  made  to  vibrate  jhat  is  not  in 
this  case  the  ally  of  doty.  Every  hope,  either 
lofty  or  humble,  that  springs  forward  to  the  future; 
even  the  vanity  which  looks  not  beyond  the  mo- 
ment; the  dread  of  shame  and  the  love  of  glory; 
the  instinct  of  ambition ;  the  domestic  affections; 
the  cold  pondering  of  prudence;  and  the  ardent 
insti^tions  of  sentiment  and  passion, — are  all  on 
the  side  of  duijr*  It  is  in  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
that  responsibility  to  public  opinion,  which  even 
Despotism  feels  and  truckles  to,  is  of  gigantic 
force.  If  it  were  possible — as  I  am  sure  it  is  not 
— that  an  American  citizen,  raised  upon  the  credit 
of  a  lonff  life  of  virtue  to  a  station  so  full  of  hon- 
or, could  feel  a  disposition  to  mingle  the  little 
interests  of  a  perverted  ambition  with  the  great 
concerns  of  his  country,  as  embraced  by  a  com- 
mercial treaty,  and  to  sacrifice  her  happiness  and 
power  by  the  stipulations  of  that  treaty,  to  flatter 
or  aggrandize  a  foreign  State,  he  would  still  be 
saved  from  the  perdition  of  such  a  course,  not 
only  by  Constitutional  checks,  but  by  the  irresist^ 
ible  efficacy  of  responsibility  to  public  opinion, 
in  a  nation  whose  public  opinion  wears  no  mask, 
and  will  not  be  silenced.  He  would  remember 
that  his  political  career  is  but  the  thing  of  an 
hour,  and  that,  when  it  has  passed,  he  must  de- 
scend to  the  private  station  from  which  he  rose, 
the  object  either  of  love  and  veneration,  or  of 
scorn  and  horror.  If  we  cast  a  glance  at  Eng- 
land, we  shall  not  fail  to  see  the  influence  of  pub- 
lic opinion  upon  an  hereditary  King,  an  heredi- 
tary nobilitv,  and  a  House  of  Commons,  elected 
in  a  great  degree  by  rotten  boroughs,  and  over- 
flowing with  placemen.  And  if  this  influence  is 
potent  there  against  all  the  efforts  of  independent 
power  and  widespread  corruption,  it  must  in  this 
conn  try  be  omnipotenX. 

But,  the  treaty-making  power  of  the  President 
is  further  checked  by  the  necessity  of  the  con- 
currence of  two-thirds  of  the  Seoate,  consisting 
of  men  selected  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  States, 
themselves  elected  by  the  people.  They  too  must 
have  passed  through  the  probation  of  time  before 
they  can  be  chosen,  and  must  bring  with  them 
every  title  to  confidence.  The  duration  of  their 
office  is  that  of  a  few  years ;  their  numbers  are 
considerable;  their  Constitutional  responsibility 
as  great  as  it  can  be;  and  their,  moral  responsi- 
bility beyond  all  calculation. 


The  power  of  impeachment  has  been  mentioned 
as  a  check  upon  the  President,  in  the  exercise  of 
the  treaty-making  capacity.  I  rely  upon  it  less 
than  upon  others  of,  as  I  think,  a  better  class; 
but,  as  the  Constitution  places  some  reliance  upon 
it,  so  do  I.  It  has  been  said,  that  impeachment 
has  been  tried  and  found  wanting.  Two  impeach- 
ments have  failed,  as  I  have  understood,  (that  of 
a  Judge  was  one,)  but  they  may  have  failed  for 
reasons  consistent  with  the  general  efficacy  of  such 
a  proceeding.  I  know  nothing  of  their  merits,  but 
I  am  justified  in  supposing  that  the  evidence  was 
defective,  or  that  the  parties  were  innocent,  as 
they  were  pronounced  to  be.  Of  this,  however, 
I  feel  assured,  that  if  it  should  ever  happen  that 
the  President  is  found  to  deserve  the  punishment 
which  impeachment  seeks  to  inflict— even  for 
making  a  treatv  to  which  his  judges  have  become 
parties — and  this  bodv  should  accuse  him  in  a 
Constitutional  way,  he  will  not  easilv  escape. 
But,  be  that  as  it  may,  I  ask  if  it  is  notning  that 
yon  have  power  to  arraign  him  as  a  culprit  ?  Is 
it  nothing  that  you  can  bring  him  to  the  bar,  ex- 
pose  his  misconduct  to  the  world,  and  bring  dowa 
the  indignation  of  the  public  upon  him,  and  those 
who  dare  to  acqnit  him? 

If  there  be  any  power  explicitly  granted  by  the 
Constitution  to  Congress,  it  is  that  of  declaring 
war ;  and  if  there  be  any  exercise  of  human  l^i»- 
lation  more  solemn  and  important  than  another, 
it  is  a  declaration  of  war.  For  expansion  it  is 
the  largest ;  for  effect  the  most  awful  of  all  the 
enactments  to  which  Congress  is  competent ;  and 
it  always  is,  or  ought  to  be,  preceded  by  grave 
and  anxious  deliberation.  This  power,  too,  is 
connected  with,  or  virtually  involves^  others  of 
high  import  and  efficacy ;  among  which  may  be 
ranked  the  power  of  granting  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal,  of  regulating  captures,  of  prohibit- 
ing intercourse  with,  or  the  acceptance  of  pro- 
tections or  licenses  from,  the  enemy.  Yet  far- 
ther :  a  power  to  declare  war  implies,  with  peca« 
liar  emphasis,  a  negative  upon  all  power,  in  any 
other  branch  of  the  Qovernment,  inconsistent 
with  the  full  and  continuiag  effect  of  it.  A  power 
to  make  peace  in  any  other  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is  utterly  inconsistent  with  that  full  and 
continuing  effect.  It  may  even  prevent  it  from 
having  any  effect  at  all,  since  peace  may  follow 
almost  immediately  (although  it  rarely  does  so 
follow)  the  commencement  of  a  war.  If,  there- 
fore,  it  be  undeniable  that  the  President,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  has  power  to 
make  a  treaty  of  peace  available  ipso  jure^  it  is 
undeniable  that  he  nas power  to  repeal,  by  the  mere 
operation  of  such  a  treaty,  the  highest  acts  of 
Congressional  legislation.  And  it  will  not  be 
questioned  that  this  repealing  power  is,  from  the 
eminent  nature  of  the  war-declaring  power,  less 
fit  to  be  made  out  by  inference  than  the  power  of 
modifying  by  treaty  the  laws  which  regulate  our 
foreign  trade.  Now.  the  President,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  tne  Senate,  has  an  incontesta- 
ble and  uncontested  right  to  make  a  treaty  of 
peace  of  absolute  inherent  efficacy,  and  that,  too, 
m  virtue  of  the  rery  same  general  provision  in 
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the  CoDstitutioQ  which  the  refinements  of  politi- 
cal speculation,  rather  than  any  known  rul^s  of 
construction,  have  led  some  of  us  to  suppose  ex- 
eludes  a  treaty  of  commerce. 

By  what  process  of  reasoning  will  you  he  ahle 
to  extract  from  the  wide  field  of  that  general  pro- 
vision the  obnoxious  case  of  a  commercial  treaty, 
without  forcing  along  with  it  the  case  of  a  treaty 
of  peace,  and  along  with  that  again  the  case  of 
every  possible  treaty  7  Will  you  rest  your  dfs- 
tittctioii  upon  the  favorite  idea  that  a  treaty  can- 
not repeal  laws  competently  enacted ;  or,  as  it  is 
sotnetimes  expressed,  cannot  trench  upon  the 
legislative  rights  of  Congress  ?  Such  a  distinc- 
tion not  only  seems  to  be  reproached  by  all  the 
theories,  numerous  as  they  are,  to  which  this  bill 
has  given  birth,  but  is  against  notorious  fact  and 
recent  experience.  We  have  lately  witnessed 
the  operation  in  this  respect  of  a  treatv  of  peace, 
and  could  not  fail  to  draw  from  it  this  lesson: 
that  no  sooner  does  the  President  exert,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Senate,  his  pow^r  to  make  such  a 
treaty,  than  your  wa^deo<>uncio^  law,  your  act 
for  letters  of  marqtie,  your  prohibitory  statutes  as 
to  intercourse  and  licenses,  and  all  the  other  con- 
comitant and  dependent  statutes,  so  far  as  they 
afi^  the  national  relations  with  a  foreign  en- 
emy, pass  away  as  a  dream,  and  in  a  moment 
are  "  with  years  beyond  the  flood."  Tour  aux- 
Wiwj  agency  was  not  required  in  the  production 
of  this  efiect ;  and  I  have  not  heard  that  you  even 
tendered  it.  You  saw  your  laws  departing  as  it 
were  from  the  statute  book,  expelled  from  the 
stronghold  of  supremacy  by  the  single  force  of  a 
treaty  of  peace,  and  you  did  not  attempt  to  stay 
them:  yon  did  not  bid  them  to  linger  until  you 
should  Did  them  go;  you  neither  pot  your  shoul- 
ders to  the  wheel  of  expulsion,  nor  made  an  effort 
16  retard  it.  In  a  word,  you  did  nothing.  Tou 
suf^red  them  to  flee  as  a  shadow,  and  yon  know 
tba't  they  were  reduced  to  shadow,  hot  by  the  ne- 
eromabcy  of  usurpation,  but  by  the  energy  of  Con*- 
stitutional  power.  Yet  you  had  every  reason  for 
interference  then,  which  yott  can  have  noW.  The 
poilirer  to  make  a  treaty  of  peace  stands  upon  the 
same  Constita  tional  footing  with  the  power  to  make 
a  commercialtreaty.  It  is  given  by  the  same  words. 
It  is  exerted  in  the  same  manner.  It  produces  the 
sailie  conflict  with  municipal  legislation.  The 
incenulty  of  man  cannot  urge  n  consideration, 
whether  upon  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution, against  ^e  existence  of  a  power  in  the 
President  and  Senate  to  make  a  valid  commer- 
cial treaty,  which  will  not,  if  it  be  correct  lind 
sound,  dnv^  us  to  the  denegation  of  the  power 
exercised  by  the  President  and  Senate,  with  uni- 
versal appobation,  to  make  ^  valid  treaty  of 
peace. 

Nay,  the  whole  treaty-making  power  will  be 
blotted  from  the  Constitution,  and  a  new  one, 
alien  to  its  theory  and  practice,  be  made  to  sup- 
plant it,  if  sanction  and  scope  be  given  to  the 
principles  of  this  bill.  The  bill  may,  indeed,  be 
considered  as  the  first  of  many  assaults,  not  now 
intended,  perhaps^  but  not  therefore  the  less  likely 
to  happen,  by  which  the  treaty-making  power,  as 


created  and  lodged  by  the  Constitution,  will  be 
pushed  from  its  place,  and  compelled  to  abide 
with  the  power  of  ordinary  legislation.  The  ex- 
ample of  this  bill  is  beyond  its  ostensible  limits. 
The  pernicious  principle,  of  which  it  is  at  once 
the  child  and  the  apostle,  must  work  onward,  and 
to  the  right  and  the  left,  until  it  has  exhausted 
itself;  and  it  never  can  e^diaust  itself  until  it  has 
gathered  into  the  vortex  of  the  legislative  pow- 
ers of  Congress  the  whole  treaty-makins^  capa- 
city of  the  Qovernment.  For  if,  notwithstand* 
ing  the  directness  and  precision  with  which  the 
Constitution  has  marked  out  the  department  of 
the  Government  bv  which  it  wills  tnat  treaties 
shall  be  made,  ana  has  declared  that  treaties  so 
made  shall  have  the  force  and  dignity  of  law,  th^ 
House  of  Representatives  can  insist  upon  some 
participation  in  that  high  faculty,  upon  the  sim" 
pie  suggestion  that  they  are  sharers  in  legrslartve 
power  upon  the  subjects  embraced  by  any  given 
treaty,  what  remains  to  be  done,  for  the  transfer 
to  Congress  of  the  entire  treaiy-making  faculty, 
as  it  appears  in  the  Constrtutioo,  but  to  sitow  tfttat 
Congress  have  legislative  po#er  direct  or  indi- 
rect upon  every  matter  which  a  treaty  can  touch  t 
And  what  are  the  matters  within  the  practicable 
range  of  a  treaty  which  your  laws  cannot  either 
mould,  or  qualify,  or  influence  ?  Imaeitration  has 
been  tasked  for  examples  by  which  this  qurestion 
might  be  answered.  It  is  admitted  that  they 
must  be  few,  and  we  have  been  told,  as  I  thin^ 
of  no  more  than  one.  It  is  the  case  of  contra- 
band of  war.  This  case  has,  it  seems,  the  double 
recommendation  of  being  what  is  called  an  ia- 
tematioufrl  ease,  and  a  case  beyond  the  utmost 
grasp  of  Congressional  legislation.  I  remark  upon 
It,  that  it  is  no  more  an  international  ease  tnan 
any  matter  of  collision  incident  to  the  trade  of 
two  nations  with  each  other.  I  remark  fbtthef; 
that  a  treaty  upon  the  point  of  contraband  of  war 
may  interfere  as  well  as  any  other  treaty  with  aa 
act  of  Congress.  A  law  encouraging,  by  a  bounty 
or  otherwise,  the  exportation  of  certain  commodi- 
ties, would  be  counteracted  by  an  insertion  into 
the  list  of  contraband  of  war,  in  a  treaty  with 
England  or  France,  any  one  of  those  commtNli- 
ties.  The  treaty  would  look  one  way,  the  kiw 
another.  And  various  modes  might  readily  be 
stiggested  in  which  Congrei^s  might  so  legislate 
as  to  lay  the  foundation  of  repugnancy  be<#eetl 
its  laws  and  the  treaties  of  the  President  and 
Senate  with  reference  to  contraband.  I  deceive 
myself  greatly  if  a  subject  can  be  named  apon 
wnich  a  like  repugnancy  might  not  oeeut.  But 
even  if  it  should  be  practicable  to  furnish,  after 
laborious  inquiry  and  meditation,  a  meagre  and 
scanty  inventory  of  some  half  dozen  topics  to 
which  domestic  legislation  cannot  be  made  to 
extend,  will  it  be  pretended  that  such  was  the  in- 
significant and  narrow  domain  designed  by  the 
Constitution  for  the  treaty-making  power?  It 
would  appear  that  there  is  with  some  gentlemen 
a  willingness  to  distinguish  between  the  legisla- 
tive power  expressly  granted  to  Congress  and 
that  which  is  merely  implicit,  and  to  admit  that 
a  treaty  may  control  the  results  of  the  latter.    I 
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reply  to  those  geotlemeoj  that  one  legisiatire 
power  is  exactly  eqairalent  to  another;  and  that, 
moreover,  the  whole  leffisiative  power  of  Con- 
fess may  justly  be  said  to  be  expressly  granted 
by  the  Constitution,  although  the  Constitution 
does  not  enumerate  every  variety  of  its  exercise, 
or  indicate  all  the  ramifications  into  which  it  may 
diverge  to  suit  the  exigencies  of  the  times.  I  re- 
ply, besides,  that  even  with  the  qualification  of 
this  vague  aistinetion,  whatever  may  be  its  value 
or  effect,  the  principle  of  the  bill  leaves  no  ade- 
quate sphere  for  the  treaty-making  power.  I 
reply,  finally,  that  the  acknowledged  operation 
of  a  treaty  of  peace  in  repealing  laws  of  singular 
strength  and  unbending  character,  enacted  in 
virtue  of  powers  communicated  in  Urminie  to 
Congress,  gives  the  distinction  to  the  winds. 

And  now  that  I  hare  again  adverted  to  the 
example  of  a  treaty  of  peace,  let  me  call  upon 
you  to  reflect  on  the  answer  which  that  example 
affords  to  all  the  warnings  we  have  received  in 
this  debate  against  the  mighty  danger  of  intrust- 
ing to  the  only  department  of  the  Government, 
which  the  Constitution  supposes  can  make  a 
treaty,  the  incidental  prerogative  of  a  repealing 
Lej^islature.  It  is  inconsistent,  we  are  desired  to 
believe,  with  the  genius  of  the  Constitution,  and 
must  be  filial  to  all  that  is  dear  to  freemen,  that 
an  Executive  Magistrate  and  a  Senate,  who  are 
not  immediately  elected  by  the  people,  should 
possess  this  authority.  We  hear  from  one  quar- 
ter that  if  it  be  so  the  public  liberty  is  already 
in  the  grave,  and  from  another,  that  the  public 
interest  and  honor  are  upon  the  verge  .of  it.  But 
do  you  not  perceive  that  this  picture  of  calamity 
ana  shame  is  the  mere  figment  of  excited  fancy« 
disavowed  by  the  Constitution  as  hysterical  and 
erroneous  in  the  ease  of  a  treaty  of  peace  ?  Do 
you  not  see  that  if  there  be  anything  in  this 
nigh-colored  peril  it  is  a  treaty  of  peace  that 
must  realize  it?  Can  we  in  this  view  compare 
with  the  power  to  make  such  a  treaty  that  of 
makiuff  a  treaty  of  commerce?  Are  we  unable 
to  conjecture,  while  we  are  thus  brooding  over 
anticipated  evils  which  can  never  happen^  that 
the  lofty  character  of  our  country  (which  is  but 
another  name  for  strength  and  power)  may  be 
made  to  droop  by  a  mere  treaty  of  peace;  that 
the  national  pride  may  be  humbled ;  the  just 
hopes  of  the  people  blasted  ;  their  courage  tamed 
and  broken ;  their  prosperity  struck  to  the  heart ; 
their  foreifftt  rivals  encounged  into  arrogance 
and  tutored  into  encroachment  by  a  mere  treaty 
of  peace  ?  I  confidently  trust  that,  as  this  never 
has  been  so,  it  never  will  be  so;  but  surely  it  is 
jQ8t  as  possible  as  that  a  treaty  of  commerce 
should  ever  be  made  to  shackle  the  freedom  of 
this  nation,  or  check  its  march  to  the  greatness 
and  glory  that  await  it.  I  know  dot,  indeed, 
how  It  can  serhrosly  be  thought  that  our  liberties 
are  in  hazard  from  the  small  witchery  of  a 
treaty  of  commerce,  and  yet  in  none  from  the 
potent  enchantments  by  which  a  treaty  of  peace 
may  strive  to  enthral  them;  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
aoueem  by  what  form  of  words,  by  what  hitb* 
trto  ttnheard-of  stipulations,  a  commertial  treaty 
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is  to  barter  away  the  freedom  of  united  Amer- 
ica, or  of  any  the  smallest  portion  of  it.  I 
cannot  figure  to  myself  the  possibility  that  such 
a  project  can  ever  find  its  way  into  the  head  or 
heart  of  any  man  or  set  of  men  whom  this  na- 
tion may  select  as  the  depositaries  of  its  power; 
but  I  am  quite  sure  that  an  attempt  to  excite 
such  a  project  in  a  commercial  treaty,  or  in  any 
other  treaty,  or  in  any  other  mode,  could  wore 
no  other  effect  than  the  destruction  of  those  who 
should  venture  to  be  parties  to  it,  no  matter  whe- 
ther a  President,  Senate,  or  a  whole  Congress. 
Many  extreme  cases  have  been  put  for  illustra- 
tion in  this  debate ;  and  this  is  one  of  them ;  and 
I  take  the  occasion  which  it  offers  to  mention, 
that  to  argue  from  extreme  cases  is  seldom  logi- 
cal, and,  upon  a  question  of  interpretation,  never 
is.  We  can  only  bring  back  the  means  of  delu- 
sion, if  we  wander  in  the  regions  of  fiction  and 
explore  the  wilds  of  bare  possibility  in  search  of 
rules  for  real  lii^  and  actual  ordinary  cases.  By 
arguing  from  the  possible  abuse  of  power  against 
the  use  or  existence  of  it,  you  may  and  must 
come  to  the  conclusion,  that  there  ought  not  to 
be,  and  is  not,  any  GNivernmeiit  in  this  cbuntry 
or  in  the  world.  Disorganixation  and  anarchy 
are  the  sole  consequences  that  can  be  deduced 
from  such  reasoning.  Who  is  it  that  mav  oot 
abuse  the  power  that  has  been  confided  to  him  Y 
May  not  we,  as  well  as  the  other  branches  of  the 
Government?  And,  if  we  may,  does  not  the 
argument  from  extreme  cases  prove  that  we 
ought  to  have  no  power,  and  that  we  have  no 
power?  And  does  it  not,  therefore,  after  having 
served  for  an  instant  the  purposes  of  this  bill, 
turn  short  upon  and  condemn  its  whole  theory, 
which  attributes  to  us,  not  merely  the  power 
which  is  our  own,  but  inordinate  power,  to  be 
gained  only  by  wresting  it  from  others?  Our 
Constitutional  and  moral  security  against  th« 
abuses  of  the  power  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment have  already  been  explained.  I  will  only 
add  that  a  great  and  manifest  abuse  of  the  dele* 
gated  authority  to  make  treaties  would  -create  no 
obligation  anywhere.  If  ever  it  should  occur,  as 
I  confidently  believe  it  never  will,  the  evil  niusi 
find  its  corrective  in  the  wisdom  and  firmness, 
not  of  this  body  only,  but  of  the  whole  body  of 
the  people  co-operating  with  it.  It  is  afVet  all  in 
the  people,  upon  whose  Ailantean  shoulders  wit 
whole  Kepublican  system  r^ses,  that  you  must 
expect  that  recuperative  power,  that  redeetting 
and  regenerating  spirit,  by  which  the  Constitu- 
tion Is  to  be  purifiea  and  ledintegrati^d  when  ex«^ 
travagant  abuse  has  cankered  it. 

In  addition  to  the  example  of  a  treaty  of  peUce 
which  I  have  just  been  considering,  let  me  put 
another,  of  wmch  none  of  us  can  question  the 
reality.  The  President  may  exercise  the  power 
of  pardoning,  save  only  iu  the  case  of  impeach- 
ments. The  power  of  pardoning  is  not  comfiiu<- 
nicated  by  words  more  precise  or  comprehensive 
than  the  power  to  make  treaties.  But  to  what 
does  it  amount  ?  Is  not  every  pardon  pro  7ui& 
vice  a  repeal  of  the  penal  lilw  against  whkfli  ii^ 
gives  protection  ?    Does  it  not  rick  over  the  law, 


679 


.  fflSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


680 


H.  OF  R, 


Commerce  vnih  Great  Britain, 


JAMDA.BT,  1816. 


resist  its  comtaaod,  aod  extinguish  its  effect? 
Ddes  it  not  even  control  the  combined  force  of 

iadicature  and  legislation  ?  Yet,  have  we  ever 
leard  that  your  legislative  riehts  were  an  excep- 
tion out  of  the  prerogative  of  mercy  ?  Who  has 
ever  pretended  that  this  faculty  cannot,  if  regu- 
larly exerted,  wrestle  with  the  strongest  of  your 
statutes?  I  may  be  told,  that  the  pardoning 
power  necessarily  imports  a  control  over  the 
penal  code,  if  it  he  exercised  in  the  form  of  a 
pardon.  I  answer,  the  power  to  make  treaties 
equally  imports  a  power  to  put  out  of  the  way 
such  parts  of  the  civil  code  as  interfere  with  its 
operation,  if  that  power  be  exerted  in  the  form 
of  a  treaty.  There  is  no  difference  in  their  es- 
sence. You  legislate  in  both  cases  subject  to  the 
power.  And  this  instance  furnishes  another  an- 
swer, as  I  have  already  intimated,  to  the  predic- 
tions of  abuse  with  which,  on  this  occasion,  it 
has  been  endeavored  to  appal  us.  The  pardon- 
ing power  is  in  the  President  alone ;  be  is  not 
even  checked  by  the  necessity  of  Senatorial  con- 
currence. He  may,  by  his  single^So/,  extract  the 
sting  from  your  proudest  enactments,  and  save 
from  their  vengeance  a  convicted  offender. 

Sir,  you  have  my  general  notions  upon  the  bill 
before  you.  They  have  no  claim  to  novelty.  1 
imbibed  them  from  some  of  the  heroes  and  sa^es 
who  survived  the  storm  of  the  contest  to  which 
America  was  summoned  in  her  cradle.  1  im- 
bibed them  from  the  Father  of  his  Countrv.  My 
understanding  approved  them,  with  the  full  con- 
currence of  my  heart,  when  I  was  much  younger 
than  I  am  now ;  and  I  feel  no  disposition  to  dis- 
card them  now  that  age  and  feebleness  are  about 
to  overtake  me.  I  could  say  more — much  more — 
upon  this  high  question ;  but  I  want  health  and 
strength.  It  is  perhaps  fortunate  for  the  House 
that  I  do,  as  it  prevents  me  from  fatiguing  them 
as  much  as  1  am  fatigued  myself. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose.— He  said  he  was  certainly 
very  far  from  bein^  among  those,  if  any  there 
were,  who  rejoiced  in  the  personal  indisposition 
whicn  deprived  the  House  of  the  very  ingenious, 
correct,  and,  he  might  add,  able  argument  with 
which  they  had  just  been  entertained.  On  the 
contrary,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  listened  to  it  with 
▼ery  great  pleasure,  as  a  specimen  of  the  powers 
of  the  human  mind  which  he  was  not  often  ac- 
customed to  witness,  even  in  this  honorable 
House.  But  notwithstanding  this  display  of  elo- 
quence, he  was  disposed  to  return  to  an  opinion, 
which  be  had  entertained  when  he  first  took  his 
seat  on  Monday  last,  that  this  question  was  swoln 
by  the  strange,  not  to  say  injudicious  management 
of  it,  to  an  importance  which  its  real  merits  do 
not  deserve.  I  give  up  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  said  Mr.  R. — I  am  told  he  is  from 
Maryland— to  his  utmost  fury  and  indignation, 
those  fanciful  and  fine-spun  theories  which  seem 
to  interdict  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
from  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty,  or  any 
other  treaty  whauoever  with  any  foreign  Power. 
On  this  point,  sir,  I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
altogether.  I  go  with  him  the  whole  length,  that 
it  is  competent  to  the  President  and  Senate  to  > 


negotiate  a  treaty  of  commerce,  alliance,  and  sub- 
sidy,  with  any  foreign  Power,  from  the  greatest 
potentate  in  Kurope  down  to  a  Chickasaw  chief. 
The  honorable  eentleman  will  excuse  me  when  I 
rise  to  declare  that,  howsoever  I  have  been  grat- 
ified in  the  display  which  be  has  m.ide  of  his  abil- 
ities, in  one  respect  be  certainly  has  disappointed 
me.  The  honorable  gentleman  will  excuse  me 
when  I  say  he  has  not  met  the  question.  The 
question,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  not  the  competency  of 
the  Executive  to  negotiate  commercial  or  other 
treaties,  but  its  competency,  in  doing  so,  to  repeal 
existing  laws  of  the  land,  and  enact  other  laws  in 
their  stead ;  in  other  words,  the  question  is,  the 
competency  of  the  Executive  to  do  by  treaty  that 
which  can  be  done^  as  we  contend,  only  by  legis- 
lative acts.  That  is  the  question.  If  he  under- 
stood the  gentleman,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  declared 
that  the  bul  before  the  House  was  not  in  execu- 
tion of  the  treaty ;  that  it  contained  no  auxiliary 
enactments;  that  it  was  not  necessary  that  (he 
bill  should  pass  at  all ;  that  it  was  a  twin-brother 
of  the  treaty.  li  the  gentleman  had  pursued  bis 
analogy  with  respect  to  laws  and  treaties,  he 
would  have  found  this  second  twin-brother  wor- 
thy of  being  nurtured  and  brought  to  man's 
estate,  instead  of  being  treated  as  illegitimate  and 
stifled  in  its  birth ;  that  this  poor  little  twin,  which 
came  second  best  in  the  world,  had  not  that  fair 
division  of  the  patrimonial  estate  which  our  laws 
provide ;  that  it  was,  in  short,  to  be  put  out  of  the 
way,  that  the  Presidential  heir  may  inherit  and 
enjoy  the  whole  estate.  If  this  bill  were  neces- 
sary, then,  the  gentleman  had  said  that  the  Pres- 
ident and  Senate  had  been  guilty  of  a  tremendous 
usurpation.  How  far  this  view  of  the  question 
might  bear  on  the  ultimate  vote  of  the  House, 
Mr.  R.  said,  he  could  not  say ;  but  it  would  bear 
very  hard  upon  the  President,  i(  the  vote  should 
be  to-day  as  it  was  yesterday.  If  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  were  correct, 
unless  his  representations  on  this  head  should  ma- 
terially affect  the  vote  of  the  House,  that  decision 
would  bear  hard  on  the  President  and  Senate. 
But  a  few  minutes  before  the  gentleman  had  de- 
livered his  sentiments,  the  Senate  themselves  had 
in  open  court  plead  guilty  to  the  charge  of  usurpa- 
tion ;  for  they  had  sent  down  to  this  House  a  bill, 
either  something  or  nothing,  which,  if  anything, 
had  pronounced  their  usurpation.  If  the  treaty 
were  what  the  gentleman  contended,  tpto  fado 
the  law  of  the  land,  the  bill  which  the  Senate  had 
sent  down  was  mere  surplusage.  We  do  not  deny, 
said  Mr.  R.,  |hat  a  treaty,  the  ratifications  being 
exchanged,  has  existence  without  the  sanction  of 
this  House — at  least  I  do  not  deny  it — and  I  am 
responsible  for  no  man's  opinions  but  my  own, 
glad  enough  at  times  if  I  were  irresponsible  for 
them — but  1  do  contend  that  a  treaty  does  not  de- 
prive this  House  of  one  jot,  one  tittle  of  its  legis- 
la  live  and  Constitutional  authority.  I  am  not,  in 
the  language  of  the  learned  doctor  of  laws  in  Pa- 
dua, to  Shylock,  "  take  thou  the  pound  of  fliesh, 
but  not  one  jot  of  blood ;"  I  am  not  for  giving  to 
the  President  and  Senate  the  treaty-oiakiiig 
power,  and  then  denying  to  them  the  use  of  it; 
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bot  I  am  for  giving  to  them  all  the  power,  and  all 
theiaflaeDce  which  they  ought  to  hare  io  the 
Government.  Whilst  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land  was  thinking  on  the  responsibility  of  the 
President  and  Senate,  why  did  he  not  reflect  on 
oar  own  7  Qo  we  not  back  to  be  pressed — I  hope 
not  to  be  oppressed — by  laws  of  oar  own  enac- 
tion. If  the  JPresident  and  Senate  go  back  to  the 
community,  to  rieceive  their  approbation  or  con- 
demnation— I  speak  of  the  theory,  of  which  I  may 
say  odi  ei  arceo;  for  I  have  long  lost  my  faith  in 
theories,  and  in  theorists  too.  If  the  r resident 
and  Senate  feel  their  accountability  to  the  peo- 
ple, how  much  more  are  we  amenable  to  them, 
when  we  return  with  the  same  responsibility,  and 
at  shorter  periods,  to  our  constituents  1  If  there 
be  any  truth  in  the  old  adage,  that  short  accounts 
make  long  friends,  we  shall  stand  on  as  good  foot- 
ing with  our  neighbors  as  some  Presidents  who 
have  retired  to  private  life.   Our  responsibility  is 

freater  than  that  of  the  President  and  Senate. 
7hat  is  the  responsibility  of  a  man  who  is  to  re- 
tire after  a  service  of  eight  or  ten  years,  to  pala« 
ces  which  he  has  built  with  the  plunder  of  his 
country ;  of  a  man  who  has  enriched  his  rela- 
tives by  a  species  of  nepotism,  and  surrounded 
himselt  with  a  society  or  his  own;  who  can  be 
content  to  sit  down  with  infamy  in  private  life, 

Srovided  bis  bags  are  swelled  to  distention,  and 
is  appetite  pampered  with  delicacies  which  habit 
has  made  necessary  to  his  enjoyments?    But, 

framing  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
laryland,  deeming  of  the  responsibility  of  the 
President  as  he  deems,  we  would  make  assurance 
doobl]^  sure«  and  take  a  bond  of  fate  for  the  cor- 
net discharge  of  the  Executive  functions  iA  this 
respecL  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  had 
laid,  that  if  the  doctrine  supported  by  the  friends 
of  this  bill  were  sound,  this  Constitution  was  an 
anomaly  in  Gtovernmeot.  It  is  so,  Mr.  R.  said, 
and  he  was  surprised  to  hear  it  found  out  to-day 
as  if  for  the  first  time*  It  is  an  anomaly ;  happy 
for  us  that  it  is,  and  ionff  might  it  continue  so ! 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  said,  if  the 
sanction  of  this  House  became  necessary  to  carry 
a  treaty  intoefiect,  it  was  not  only  in  their  power, 
bot  it  was  their  duty  tO  pass  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
pose. Mr.  R.  said  he  would  grant  the  gentleman 
Lis  position  with  a  small  modification ;  he  would 
grant  it  if  the  gentleman  would  add  a  proviso^ 
that  the  provision  of  said  treatjr  did  not  betray 
the  great  interest^  liberties,  or  rights  of  the  na- 
tion. The  gentleman  had  put  the  ease  of  a  defi- 
nition of  contraband  by  treaty,  as  being  para- 
mount to  a  law  of  Congress  encouraging  the  cuU 
ture  of  the  article  declared  to  be  contraband ;  a 
ease  which  would,  according  to  his  humble  judg- 
ment, Mr.  R»  said,  better  suit  a  court  of  admiralty 
than  a  lej^islative  hall.  But  he  ought,  he  added, 
to  be  obli^d  to  the  honorable  gentleman  for  hav- 
ing taken  into  his  argument  an  idea  which  Mr.  R. 
had  yesterday  endeavored  to  imbody  in  his  own ; 
for,  he  said,  uking  the  very  case  the  gentleman 
had  put,  there  could  not  be  a  stronger  selected  to 
prove  that  his  general  argument  was  untenable. 
Suppoae  tbeSxeontive  were  to  make  a  treaty,  in 


which  tobacco,  rice,  and  cotton,  were  declared 
contraband  of  war,  to  which  he  might  add  bread- 
stufis,  butter,  salt  beef,  onions,  and  notions  of  all 
sorts;  would  not  this  treaty  require  legislative 
enactment  to  carry  it  into  effect;  or  would  it, 
like  a  treaty  of  peace,  require  no  intervention  oa 
the  part  of  this  House  ?  It  would  have  that  effect, 

Srhaps,  in  a  British  court  of  vice-admiralty  at 
alifaz,  Providence,  or  Bermuda;  bot  did  the 
gentleman  in  his  heart  believe  that  such  a  treaty 
could  become  the  law  of  the  land  on  the  instant 
of  its  promulgation?  It  could  not  stand;  the 
breathy  the  tempest  of  public  indignation,  would 
in  an  instant  sweep  it  to  eternity ;  it  would  go  to 
the  tomb  of  the  Capuleu.  The  sentleman  de- 
mands of  us^  said  Mr.  R.,  to  exorcise  the  treaty; 
to  question  it,  whether  it  brinss  with  it  ^'aira 
from  Heaven  or  blasts  from  Hell ;"  whether  its 
''intento  be  wicked  or  charitable."  The  treatv, 
Mr.  R.  said,  came  to  him  in  a  most  agreeable 
shape :  he  was  disposed  to  ratify  it  by  legislation ; 
and,  if  legislative  enactment  were  not  necesmry. 
whence  the  bill  which  had  passed  to  its  third 
reading  in  this  House ;  and  wnence  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  ?  If  a  treaty  were  of  that  pervading 
force,  that,  like  mercury,  it  searches  the  remotest 
parts  of  the  constitution,  why  the  bill  which  in 
this  House  had  progressed  so  far,  and  which  he 
hoped  would  pass  to  the  Senate,  whatever  impa* 
tation,  according  to  the  gentleman's  argument, 
it  might  cast  on  the  Executive  of  rank  and  tre- 
mendous usurpation. 

For  his  part,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  extremely 
sorry  that  this  should  happen  to  be  the  only  oc- 
casion, which  had  come  within  his  cognizance 
lately,  in  which,  according  to  the  illustration  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland,  the 
House  had  refused,  like  the  clerk  in  the  church, 
to  make  the  appointed  responses  to  the  minister. 
Mr.  R.  said  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  would 
construe  this  occurrence  into  any  imputation  on 
the  majority,  anjr  more  than  on  the  minoritv  of 
the  House ;  for  it  happened  to  be  a  two-eoged 
sword— it  cut  as  mucn  upon  the  right  hand  as 
upon  the  left^  and  as  much  upon  the  left  hand 
as  upon  the  right.  One  side,  he  said,  maintained 
its  consistency,  because  it  cost  them  nothing,  and 
the  other  side  of  the  House  maintained  theirs  for 
the  sanae  reason.  We  are  each  and  all  of  us,  said 
he,  maintaining  our  consistency,  and  on  the  best 
possible  terms— for  it  cosu  us  nothing.  The  bill 
before  us  gives  no  power ;  it  takes  none  away-» 
it  bestows  no  praise,  it  conveys  no  censure,  ex- 
cept what  may  be  inferred  from  the  argument  of 
the  honorable  gentleman.  Mr.  R.  wished,  hesaid, 
that  in  the  future  progress  of  their  deliberations, 
the  consistencjrof  oneside  of  the  House  might  be 
equally  maintained ;  be  wished  that  the  spirit  of  the 
Administration  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  of  the  first 
Congress  assembled  under  his  Administration, 
might  be  maintained  by  the  majority  of  this  House 
of  the  present  day — even  if  the  minority  should, 
for  the  sake  of  consistency,  be  obliged  to  take  the 
other  side,  and  load  the  country  with  debts,  taxes, 
armies,aad  navies,  and  all  the  constituent  elements 
of  FedeiaUsm)  under  the  name  of  Democraey • 
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Tea,  Mr.  R.  nid,  kc  wished  that  the  eonsiateiiey 
of  one  side  might  be  muDtained,  even  at  the  ez* 
pense  of  consistency  of  the  other — bat,  he  believed 
ne  was  travelling  a  little  out  of  the  record.  To 
return  to  the  question. 

Mr.  R.  said,  he  would  suppose  that  this  com* 
mercial  treaty  had  stipulated  that  a  doty,  not  ex- 
oeeding  a  certain  amount,  should  be  imposed  by 
the  two  contracting  parties  on  certain  mannfao* 
tares,  peculiar  to  ourselves  only,  and  operating 
ther^ore  on  as  ezclnsively.    Could  there  be  a 
doubt  that  this  House  would  refuse  to  carry  that 
treaty  into  effect  by  passing  laws  laying  the  ne- 
eevary  taxes,  and  would  leave  it  to  Qreat  Britain, 
if  she  chose,  to  make  it  a  cause  of  war  with  us  ? 
Have  not  this  House  the  power,  and  wpuid  they 
«ik0t  use  it,  of  carrying  such  a  treaty  into  effect; 
or,  if  it  seems  good  to  them,  to  refuse  to  carrv  it 
into  eflfect,  leaving  it  to  the  option  of  the  other 
party  to  make  it  a  cause  of  war  or  not  ?    But, 
,  the  gentleman  had  said,  grant  these  doctrines  to 
be  correct,  and  we  are  the  most  unfortunate  peo- 
ple under  the  sutt-*we  could  have  no  treaties ! 
Was  there  any  fear,  Mr.  R.  asked-^was  the  theory 
of  our  Government  so  little  understood,  and  the 
practice  so  much  forgottten,  that  it  could  be  sup^ 
posed  there  would  ever  be  wanting  in  this  House 
a  proper  degree  of  deferenoe  (he  would  not  say 
an  improper  degree  of  deferenoe)  to  tlie  wisdom 
and  counsels  of  the  Executive  ?    Let  us  suppose 
it  possible,  however,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  we  should 
be  placed  in  this  unfortunate  situation ;  that  it 
should  not  be  in  our  power  to  make  a  commer- 
cial treaty  with  any  people  under  the  san*-I  be- 
lieve the  sun  would  still  shine  as  bright,  and  the 
grass  grow  as  green  as  ever.    Are  we,  sir,  to  sup- 
pose, in  this  young  country,  that  all  diplomatic 
skill  resides  with  us— and  go  abroad  a  treaty- 
iBMUting  as  Hudibras  and  Don  ftuixotte  in  quest 
of  adventures,  expecting  to  gain  all  the  advantages 
and  receive  no  blows  in  return  1    No  two  kniffhts, 
Mr.  R.  said,  were  ever  more  wofully  mistalen ; 
but  not  more  than  we  should  be,  entertaining  no- 
tions equally  absurd.    No,  said  Mr.  R^  if  we 
BuJce  a  treaty  with  any  people  under  the  sun,  we 
most  give  a  ^sd  pro  ^uo,  and  must  d ways  expeot 
to  give  more  than  we  yet.    It  had  been,  he  said, 
a  maxim  in  Great  Britain  before  the  separation 
•f  the  United  States  from  that  Qovernraeai.  and 
It  was  a  maxim  yet,  that  whatever  she  had  ac- 
quired by  the  valor  of  her  arms,  she  had  lost  by 
negotiation.    The  last  treaty  of  Paris  might  form 
an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  but,  lilM  all  ex- 
ceptions, it  would  only  prove  the  rule.    The  ctr- 
cnmstance  he  bad  referred  to  grew  out  'of  the 
form  of  the  Gbvernment  of  Qr«it  Britain.    As 
the  form  of  our  Government  is  more  popular  than 
hers,  our  proceedings  more  public,  and  as  we  are 
equally  liable  to  that  state  of  faction  which  is  the 
shadow  of  liberty,  and  proves  the  substance  to 
exist,  until  it  shall  be  put  down  by  the  strong  arm 
of  military  despotism-^whatever  we  get  abroad 
we  may  expect  to  pay  for.    We  must  pay,  and 
dearly  too,  Mr.  R.  said,  for  any  advanuiges  we 
should  obtain  from  those  wily  itingt  and  Minie- 
leia  abroad,  who  glory  in  diplomacy,  which  it 


but  another  name  for  duplicity.  After  the  treaty 
of  1783,  be  said,  we  sent  Ministers  abroad  a 
treaty-making  with  every  Power  that  would 
treat  with  us,  by  way  of  trying  our  manhood— 
we  had  just  come  of  age,  taken  onr  afiurs  into 
our  own  hands — he  hadnown  many  young  heirs 
try  their  skill  in  making  bargains  with  their  more 
wary  neighbors,  until  they  bargained  away  their 
whole  estate.  To  such  perhaps,  it  would  be  no 
injurious  restraint  if  they  were  debarred  the 
treaty-making  power  until  arrived  at  years  of 
discretion.  We  shall  get  nothing  at  all  from  these 
foreign  nations,  he  assured  the  House,  withooc 
giving  therefor  a  full  equivalent. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  had 
stated,  that  if  the  President  and  Senate  bad  noc 
the  power  to  make  a  commercial  treaty,  and  that 
treaty  when  made  did  not  instantly  beeooae 
the  law  of  the  land,  then  the  President  and  Sen* 
ate  have  the  power  to  nuke  no  treaty*^-and  yet 
the  gentleman  had  furnished  in  the  course  of  hie 
own  argument  an  instance  in  direct  contradiction 
of  this  position-— that  is,  a  treaty  of  peace,  which 
did  not  in  any  shape  r^uire  the  sanction  of  this 
House.  The  Treaty  of  Peace,  then,  is  an  excep- 
tion to  the  necessity  of  the  intervention  of  this 
House  to  carry  treaties  into  effect;  and  it  might 
be  said  that  a  naked  treaty  of  peac»— '^let  there 
be  peace,  and  there  was  peace"— was  almost  tho 
only  treaty  which  could  be  negotiated,  that  did 
not  require  the  consent  of  this  House.  Under 
the  old  Confederation,  however,  it  was  said  Con- 

Sress  had  made  an  alliance  with  France.  This, 
Ir.  R.  observed,  was  a  strong  case  for  the  gen* 
tleman's  argument-*lbr  it  might  be  said,  it  the 
old  Congress,  confessedly  inferior  in  power, 
possessed  the  right  to  make  a  treaty  of  afaiapoe 
which  had  been  near  involving  us  in  the  vortex 
of  the  French  revolution,  a  firtion  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  bow  ongbt  to  have  the  powev. 
He  agreed  to  the  force  of  this  argument,  it  for  Pre»> 
identand  Senate  theQovernmentwas  subsiitated* 
This  broo|ht  him,  he  said,  to  the  old  opprobtiuaa 
of  legislation,  that  the  question  started  n  seldom 
the  question  run  do«n*^the  qoestkin  was,  do  tke 
President  aad  Senate  possess  the  power,  exelneive 
and  independent  of  the  legislative  power,  to  hind 
the  people  in  all  cases  whatsoeverjmd  to  make 
treaties  paramount  to  all  law?  That  was  the 
point— that  was  the  gist  of  the  question— there 
the  argument  rubbed. 

If,  instead  of  a  treaty  of  eomi|ieree,  the  treaty 
now  under  consideration  had  been  a  treaty  of 
alliance  and  subsidy,  could  the  troops  have  been 
raised  or  taxes  levied  without  the  intervention  of 
the  leffislative  authority  of  this  House  ?  Mr.  R. 
said  they  could  not ;  and  he  had  understood  tha 
gentleman  also  to  admit  this.  What,  then,  was 
the  amount  of  the  difference  between  the  ffentle* 
man  and  himself?  It  was  this:  that  Mr.  R. 
contended  this  treaty^  being,  in  his  opinion,  i 


requiring  legislative  enactment  to  carry  it  into 
eftct,  this  House  was  to  exercise  its  legisiativo 
power  in  this  respect  under  a  soilnd  discretimn, 
and  a  high  responsibility  for  the  puhUc  goodw  It 
was  not,  in  Mr^  R.'s  opinioDy  a  sound,  conetnier. 
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tiOD,  beeaoM  it  wii*  compttaiit  to  the  President 
and  Senate  to  make  a  treaty  of  peaee,  that  they 
coafd  repeal  or  modify  a  law  laying  a  tax.  Mta- 
erabla  indeed  wonld  be  the  eonoition  of  humani- 
ty, if  the  power  to  pot  an  end  to  the  calamities 
of  war  coold  not  be  intrusted  (o  them ;  and,  by 
the  way,  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing, that  With  all  the  pride,  and  conseqaence,  and 
airs  that  the  Qovernment  had  given  to  itself, 
even  in  this  Treaty  of  Peace,  In  that  simple  agree- 
ment, **  let  the  oonfliet  cease,"  onr  adversary  had 
got  a  fair  and  fall  e^ivalent,  for  she  got  fall  as 
maeh  as  she  gave. 

The  President  and  Senate  may  restore  the  re- 
lations of  peace,  it  had  been  argued.  Mieht  they 
therefore,  Mr.  R.  asked,  repeal  all  the  laws  of 
the  land  by  treaty  ?  But  it  seemed  the  President 
and  Senate  were  controlled  by  noblic  optnioa, 
and  that  was  a  sufficient  check— alluding,  he  sufH 
posedy  to  the  press,  the  great  battery  of  public 
opinion.  Why,  then,  hau  it  not  been  said  m  the 
CoastitntiiMi,  let  there  be  a  public  opinion,  and 
aU  is  safe  |  it  is  enough  for  us  if  the  acts  of  our 
ralers  may  be  freely  canvassed.  I  brieve,  said 
Mr.  R.,  that  onr  rights  and  liberties  are  sate,  but 
in  a  verv  different  refKMitory  from  that  referred 
lo»«-iii  the  State  Legislatures,  in  the  bosom  of 
the  free  yeomanry  of  the  country,  asserted  by 
their  muskets  and  their  rifles,  and  never  yielded 
unless  cautiously  and  warily  attacked,  unless  the 
ground  be  broken  at  a  vast  distance  from  the 
sentinels  of  public  liberty,  and  the  approach  se- 
eretly  made. 

Was  the  sanction  of  the  House  necessary  to 

carry  this  treaty  into  effect?    It  was,  or  it  was 

not  I  if  ir  was,  the  President  and  Senate  had  been 

guilty,  it  was  said,  of  gross  usurpation.    But  the 

gentleman  from  Marykad  had  acknowledged 

that  as  there  are  treaties  which  are  self-exeeu- 

tory,  there  are  others  which  reqoire  legislative 

enactment,  and  which  the  aid  of  the  House  is 

required  to  carry  into  effect.    A  treaty  of  peace, 

by  merely  restoring  the  relations  of  peace  and 

amity,  Mr.  R.  said,  did  execute  itself.    But  was 

it  so  with  a  tieaty  stipulating  that  duties  should 

be  taken  off  or  laid  on,  or  both  1    The  analogy 

between  a  treaty  restoriaa  the  relations  of  peace 

.  between  this  country  and  another,  and  other 

treaties^  cannot  be  bfought  in  aid  of  a  treaty 

•wlucli  IS  not  self-executory,  which  deee  require 

legislative  enactment  to  carry  it  into  effect,  as 

proven  by  the  vole  of  this  House  yesterday,  and 

the  vote  of  the  Senate  to-day.  [referrtng  to  the 

bill  passed  by  the  Senate  declaring  the  efEeet  of 

the  treaty.]    Mr.  R.  said  he  could  conceive  a 

ease  in  which  even  a  treaty  restoring  the  rela- 

tiMs  of  peace  and  amity  between  the  United 

States  and  another  nation,  might  be  received  in 

this  House  as  a  breach  of  national  confidence, 

which  the  House  would  not  endure.    As  he 

liked  to  bring  every  case  which  he  presented  to 

Uiis  House  as  near  the  reality  as  could  be,  to 

liken  it  to  something  which  had  hnppened,  or 

.was  very  likely  to  happen,  he  would  take  a  case 

which  might  have  happened  between  the  United 

States  and  France.    It  was  well  known,  Mr.  R. 


said,  that  a  very  lar^  description  of  people  in 
the  United  States,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
French  revolution,  had  been  anxious  to  plunge 
the  United  States  into  a  war  with  Oreat  Briuim 
and  her  allies;  and  it  was  contended  that  the 
public  faith  was  pledged  to  guarantee  the  safety 
of  the  French  West  uidia  Island^  ^.  The  de- 
mand of  our  aid  had  been  made  in  a  much  moto 
sacred  name  than  that  of  a  sugar  island--in  the 
name  of  the  impreseriptable  rights  of  mankind; 
the  liberty  of  the  world  was  said  to  be  in  jjeopar- 
dy ;  the  tyrants  of  the  world,  it  was  said,  bad 
conspired  against  liberty,  and  we  ought  no  longer 
to  withhold  our  aid.  Mr.  R*  said  he  hoped  no 
member  of  this  House,  nor  the  most  worthless 
scribbler  out  of  it,  would  understand  him  ae  im- 
puting censure  to  .those  who  felt  thus  ardently. 
By  the  wisdom  of  that  man  who  alone,  at  that 
juncture,  could  have  held  the  reins  of  empire, 
who  alone  could  have  reined  in  the  public  mad- 
ness, by  his  wudom  we  had  been  saved  from 
being  involved  in  the  vortex  of  that  tremendous 
comet,  which 


■From  his  horrid  hair 
Shook  pestilence  and  war. 

Every  patriot,  not  the  pseudo  patriot,  not  he 
who  wishes  to  ride  on  the  surface  of  the  billow, 
inflated  by  his  own  breath-^very  real  patriot 
approved  and  honored  hb  conduct.  Suppose,  in- 
stead of  standing  in  opposition  fo  the  feelings  of 
the  day,  reversing  the  old  adage,  Qmeqwid  «W- 
rant  reget^pUdurUur  Adbm— sujppose  General 
Washington  had  let  slip  the  doge  or  war,  hallooed 
them  on,  and  engaged  in  that  war,  which  waa 
terminated  by  the  truce  of  Amiene— or  suppose 
Qeneral  Washington,  as  was  the  fact  not  umji 
after,  had  been  removed  from  the  councils  of  hu 
country,  and  succeeded  by  a  genUeman  of  differ- 
ent political  opinions,  and  tliat  theffist  act  of  the 
new  President  had  been  to  patch  up  a  treaty  of 
ailianee  with  the  allies,  Qreat  Britain  particular- 
ly ;  such  a  treaty  as  would  inevitably,  whilst  it 
kepi  peace  with  England,  have  produced  war 
with  Fiance ;  would  the  people  of  America  have 
endured  this?  Mr.  R.  did  not  think  they  would. 
Such  wae  his  opinion  of  the  public  sentiment  of 
hatred  to  Qfcat  Britain  and  predilection  to  re- 
publican France,  which  then  existed,  that  he 
believed  this  House,  instead  .of  oairyiag  the 
treaty  into  effect,  would  have  been  mttde  the 
means  of  compelliiig  Pface  with  Fraaee,  ami 
renewing  the  war  with  Qreat  Britain.  He  would 
mkeaaotner  precedent,  however,  ftom  a  Qovern- 
ment,  the  constitution  of  which  was  not  aisom- 
alons — ^a  case  anterior  to  the  Revolution  which, 
according  to  tbe  fond  idea  of  British  jurists,  had 
fixed  the  liberty  of  England  on  an  imperishable 
foundation ;  he  would  take  a  case  from  the  most 
corrupt  reign  of  the  most  corrupt  fitmtly  that 
perhaps  Qod  ever  permitted  to  afflict  the  world— 
a  case  from  the  days  of  the  Stuarts.  He  avercod 
it  as  a  fact,  and  all  history,  he  said,  would  bear 
him  out  in  it,  that  the  last  of  the  Stuarts  lost  his 
throne  in  consequence  of  his  subserviency  to  a 
foreign  Power,  which  foreign  Power  was  the 
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object  of  the  saspicroo,  deadly  hatred, aod  fear  of 
the  nation  he  governed.  He  did  a?er  that  the 
Dutch  wars  of  Charles  II — that  base  and  rotten 
policy  laid  open  more  than  a  centary  after  that 
wily  man  thought  the  evidence  of  it  buried  be- 
low the  caverns  of  the  deep,  would  have  lost  him 
bis  crown,  if  he  had  continued  to  reign.  James 
II  was  little  else  than  the  successor  in  form  of 
Charles  II;  and  James  II  lost  his  crown  as 
Charles  II  would,  in  the  end,  have  lost  his,  by 
making  treaties  against  the  wishes  of  the  people, 
with  a  foreign  Power  most  obnoxious  and  hate- 
ful to  the  Sritish  nation,  dbc  If  such  was  the 
ease  in  England,  how  much  more  strong  is  the 
argument  that  in  this  country  the  President  and 
Senate  should  never  make  any  treaty,  particu- 
larly one  which  requires  legislative  enactment  to 
carry  it  into  effect,  without  the  previous  or  sub- 
sequent consent  of  this  body, 

Mr.  R.  said,  he  would  trespass  on  the  Commit- 
tee only  by  a  few  other  remarks.    He  was^  he 
hoped  it  was  unnecessary  to  say^  no  drawcansir. 
He  was  for  peace  and  good  will  among  men. 
He  understood  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  when  dwelling  on  the  effect  of  the 
power  of  impeachment,  which  he  (Mr.  R.)  be- 
lieved would  have  as  much  effect  on  great  delin- 
quents as  a  feather  or  a  flake  of  snow  on  the  im- 
penetrable hide  of  a  rhinoceros— he  understood 
the  gentleman  to  say,  in  allusion  to  a  remark 
that  the  power  of  impeachment  had  been  tried 
and  found  wanting,  iwx  the  fact  did  not  necessa- 
rily imply — as  the  honorable  gentleman  on  whom 
it  was  tried  would  have  said,  it  was  a  non  eequi- 
tmr  to  urge,  that  the  power  of  impeachment  was 
nugatory.     I  grant  it,  said  Mr.  R.    As  little 
Tersed  as  I  am  in  dialectics,  as  little  of  a  logician 
or  methodist  in  argument  as  I  am,  I  am  willing 
to  admit  that  it  does  not  follow,  because  a  felon 
is  acquitted,  the  law  is  inefficient,  because  the 
acquittal  may  have  arisen  from  a  defect  in  the 
evidence,  in  the  law,  or  in  the  administration  of 
the  law ;  it  may  have  arisen  from  another  cause, 
which  1  would  be  the  meanest  aid  basest  of  man- 
kind to  admit,  or  it  might  have  arisen  from  the 
defect  of  talent  in  the  prosecuting  attorney  $  and 
that  is  one  of  the  crving  sins  of  this  nation,  which 
calls  londljr  for  reform.    Daily  and  hourly  are 
felonsacquitted  because  they  can  give  heavy  fees 
to  lawyers  of  great  abilitiei^  who  know  how  to 
make  the  worst  appear  the  better  reason,  in  the 
courts  at  least ;  While  the  Commonwealth  is  con- 
tent to  have  its  business  let  out  to  the  lowest  bid- 
der, and  its  judicial  business  is  managed,  I  will 
not  say  in  the  same  manner,  but  not  always  well. 
I  do  aver  that  I  should  be  wanting  in  respect 
for  the  gentlemen  with  whom  I  was  associated 
on  that  occasion  if  I  admitted  that  the  inuendo, 
if  I  am  to  understand  it  as  such,  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  any  application  to  them.    I  have 
not  the  slightest  indisposition  to  admit  that  it 
may  have  application  to  one,  but  I  believe  1  see 
in  my  eye  a  much  more  substantial  reason  for 
the  acquittal  in  the  case  alluded  to  than  the  want 
of  ability  with  which  the  prosecution  was  con- 
docted.    Mr.  R.  saw  in  the  ability  of  the  defence 


of  the  accused  at  least  as  probable  a  cause  of  the 
acquittal  as  the  one  which  bad  been  mentioned. 
But,  it  was  really  paying  to  the  highest  court  in 
this  nation  a  very  poor  compliment.  What,  sirf 
our  most  potent,  grave,  and  reverend  seniors — 
our  very  noble  and  approved  good  masters — ^if 
the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  be  correct,  that 
what  they  aoprove  we  must  ratify — what, sir!  the 
Senate,  on  tne  evidence  of  at  least  fifty  witnesses 
not  capable  of  making  up  an  opinion  on  a  question 
presented  to  them  !  The  acquittal  in  that  case  was 
referable,  not  to  the  want  of  ability  on  the  part 
of  some  of  the  gentlemen  at  least.  Liet  as  look 
back,  said  he;  one  of  those  gentlemen  has  since 
filled  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
What,  sir !  a  man  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Treas- 
ury not  capable  or  conducting  an  ordinary  prose* 
cutlon  in  a  court  of  justice.  I  will  never  admit 
an  insinnation  of  that  sort  to  wound  the  fame  of 
one  of  my  coUeaffoes  on  that  occasion.  Another 
one  is  now  a  ju<^  of  the  Supreme  Court,  civil 
and  criminal,  of  the  State  of  Maryland.  •  Wat 
he  not  capable  of  summing  up  the  law  and  evi* 
dence  in  such  a  case  1  I  will  not  admit  it.  An* 
other  of  the  managers  of  the  impeachment  hat 
since  illustrated  the  government  of  Qeorgia.  He 
has  displayed  an  independence  which  does  him 
honor  with  all  feeling  and  independent  men. 
Was  he  not  capable  of  speaking  to  an  ordinary 
case  before  a  court  ?  I  cannot  admit  it.  No  ; 
the  acquittal  took  place,  because  the  Constitn* 
tion  requires,  and  wisely,  as  in  the  case  of  a 
treaty,  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of  the  court  to 
the  condemnation  of  the  accused  5  and  the  assent 
of  that  two-thirds  was  not  found  in  the  caae  of 
impeachment  alluded  to,  while  it  never  has  been 
ano  never  will  be  found  wanting  to  the  raiifica* 
tion  of  any  treaty  which  the  President  may  nego- 
tiate. Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  received  a  lesson  on 
that  subject  which  it  was  not  necessary  now  to 
repefit.    He  meant  not  to  tell  the  secrets  of  his 

{irisoo-house.  In  the  year  1800,  he  received  n 
esson,  which  if  he  was  not  better,  he  trusted  he 
should  be  wiser  for  to  his  dying  daiy,  touching  the 
nature  of  the  initiatory  and  ratifying  branches  in 
relation  to  treaties. 

One  word  more,  Mr.  R«  said,  and  he  had  done. 
He  wished  he  had  followed  the  example  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  in  one  re- 
spect, incapable  as  he  was  of  following  him  in 
any  other.  He  wished  that  he  too  had  taken  his 
leave,  and  sat  down  when  he  found  his  strength 
exhausted.  He  had  thought  it  better,  however, 
to  finish  what  he  had  to  say  at  once,  and  then  to 
dinner,  with  what  appetite  we  may.  The  gentle- 
man had  made  one  statement  he  wished  to  no- 
tice; that  the  treaty  was  a  treaty  or  no  treaty  ^ 
that  the  ratifications  being  exchanged,  it  was 
law  or  not  law.  It  is  a  law  in  those  respects  not 
requiring  the  intervention  of  Congress,  out  it  re- 

Suires  legislative  provisions,  because  it  requires 
uties  to  be  lowered  or  raised,  which  is  equiva- 
lent to  requiring  an  appropriation  or  the  imposi- 
tion of  taxes,  powers  acknowledged  to  belong 
exclusively  to  Congress.  What  faith,  the  gentle- 
man asked,  could  be  put  by  foreign  Powers  in 
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compacts  with  this  Qovernment,  if  a  treoty  may 
be  rendered  void  after  its  ratifications  are  ex- 
changed by  the  refusal  of  this  House  to  act  on  it? 
There  was  the  widest  difference  between  the  pos- 
session of  a  power,  and  the  expediency  of  exer- 
cising it.    Suppose  a  treaty  should  have  received 
every  possible  sanction — that  of  this  House  in- 
cluded— we  still  have  at  any  time  a  right  to  break 
it  off,  without  consuliinff  the  other  party,  and  go 
to  war.    A  nation  puts  faith  in  other  nations,  not 
because  of  this  or  that  form  of  Qovernment.  this 
or  that  check,  or  this  or  that  balance  in  the  oper- 
ations of  a  Government,  but  according  to  its  con- 
viction of  the  disposition  of  other  nations  to 
maintain  their  faith.    By  that  criterion,  by  that 
standard  of  character,  ours  is  at  least  a&  good  as 
sterling,  and,  he  believed,  a  carat  better.    Great 
Britain  put  faith  in  us  for  the  same  reason  we  put 
faith  in  her — tempering  our  faith — ^for  though 
scepticism  be  damnable  heresy  in  religion,  it  is 
sometimes  otherwise  in   politics-^temperinj^  it 
with  a  projper  degree  of  distrust  on  both  sides. 
If  we  put  faith  in  a  single  individual  at  the  head 
of  a  Governoient,  as  in  the  case  of  treaties  with 
European  Powers,  how  much  more  reason  have 
they  to  put  faith  in  the  guarantee  afforded  by  the 
pledge  of  every  branch  of  a  Government  like 
ours,  representing  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
States.?    Before  the  Prince  Regent  in  England 
can  violate  a  treaty,  and  make  war,  he  must  be 
supported  by  a  vote  of  credit  from  the  House  of 
Commons;  this  is  some  restraint  on  him;  but  we 
have  made  treaties  with  the  despots  of  every 
clime  and  color,  from  the  lily  and  rose  of  the 
North  to  the  jet  black  of  Africa;  and  yet  we  are 
under  no  sort  of  doubt  that  these  high  contracting 
parties  will  adhere  to  their  faith  so  long  as  they 
feel  it  their  interest  to  do  so.    It,  then,  at  last 
turned  out,  that  foreign  nations  had  nothing  at 
all  to  do  with  (his  question;  that  whether  the 
ratifications  are  exchanged  properly  or  improp- 
erly, was  an  affair  between  us  at  home,  with 
which  foreign  Powers  could  not  be  permitted  to 
meddle ;  and,  Mr.  R.  said,  if  he  was  asked  for  a 
just  cause  of  war,  he  could  figure  to  himself  none 
better  than  an  attempt  by  any  foreign  Power  at 
intervention  in  our  affairs.    This  treaty  of  com- 
merce  gave  us  leave  to  trade  to  the  East  Indies, 
and  to  touch  at  St.  Helena.    In  that  shape  it 
came  to  the  United  States,  and  was  ratified  here 
by  both  Governments — how?    In  the  shape  in 
which  it  came  ?    No.    The  very  lowest  grade  of 
diplomatic  functionary,  he  spoke  of  his  office 
only*-put  his  finger  on  one  article,  and  said,  be- 
ware of  St.  Helena.    A  Minister  of  Great  Britain 
can  take  a  treaty,  and  make  a  nose  of  wax,  or  any 
thing  else  he  pleases  of  it ;  but  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  are  to  have  no 
word  in  it.    He  asked,  whether  it  was  competent 
to  a  British  Minister  after  a  treaty  had  been  sol- 
emnly signed  under  the  eye  of  his  own  master, 
materially  to  alter  the  provisions  of  a  treaty  ? — 
and  the  alteration  was  a  material  one,  because  the 
comfort  and  refreshment  of  touching  at  St.  He- 
lena was  a  matter  of  some  consequence  in  an 
^Mt  India  voyage*    It  was  of  little  consequence. 


he  said,  to  us,  who  should  be  soon  dismissed  to  a 
good  hotel  and  smoking  table ;  but  to  the  poor 
scorbutic  seaworn  sailor,  it  was  of  great  value. 
Was  it  safer  for  this  House  to  exercise  a  control- 
ling power  on  the  acts  of  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate, so  as  to  meet  the  coming  disease ;  or  that  if 
should  be  entirely  restrained  from  interfering,  and 
the  President  and  Senate  go  on  making  treatiea 
until  an  extreme  case,  when  the  people  would  in- 
terfere and  correct  the  procedure.  Mr.  R.  satdi 
he  was  no  Jacobin ;  he  hoped  it  was  unnecessary 
to  say  that.  He  was  no  man  for  a  Government 
of  mobs,  but  of  order,  law,  and  religion ;  but,  he 
said,  there  are  points  beyond  which  the  people 
cannot  be  restrained ;  or  should  we  rather  let  the 
President  and  Senate  -go  on,  provided  they  can 
find  a  Dey  of  Algiers  to  treat  with ;  provided 
they  can  find  .a  place  to  stand  on  until  they  make 
this  sweeping  treaty-making  power  a  fulcrum  to 
move  the  Constitution  from  its  orbit?  Mr.  R« 
concluded  by  observing  that  the  Senate  had  sent 
a  bill  to  this  House ;  a  bill  which  he  considered 
as  yielding  the  question,  and  on  which  it  would 
perhaps  be  best  to  act  in  preference  to  that  now 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  PiNKMBT  rose  to  exnlain— to  make  a  few 
observations  which  he  said  be  should  have  made 
before,  but  that  he  had  understood  the  gentleman 
to  wish  not  to  be  interrupted.  Mr.  P.  said  that 
he  thought  he  need  not  state  to  the- House  thai 
bis  language  had  not  been  liable  to  the  exception 
which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  shown 
a  disposition  to  take  to  it.'  The  gentleman  had 
said  that  impeachment  had  been  tried  and  found 
wanting ;  in  reference  to  which  remark  he  (Mr. 
P.^had  said  that  the  example  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman had  referred  was  not  conclusive  in  sup- 
port  of  that  position;  that  impeachment  mifpt 
fail  from  various  reasons;  that  the  party  im- 
peached might  be  innocent — into  which  question 
ne  had  not  entered.'^  Mr.  P.  said  he  was  almost 
wholly  unacquainted  with  the  nature  of  eiUier 
of  the  oases.  His  language  was  not  liable  to 
the  imputation  of  havias  sought  to  reprehend 
the  conduct  of  the  gentlemen  who  conducted 
either. 

The  gentleman  had  said,  that  he  is  no  drawcan- 
sir.  Neither  am  I,  sir.  I  should  not  have  desired 
to  reflect  on  the  gentleman  from  Virginia;  far 
from  it ;  I  am  always  disposed  to  speak  in  his 
praise ;  he  has  given  such  proofs  of  his  genius  as 
command  my  respect.  But  if  I  had  a  desire, 
which  I  had  not,  to  cast  a  reflection  on  him,  what 
reason  was  there  to  suppose  I  had  a  desire  to  do 
so  on  those,  some  of  whose  names  I  do  not  know  ? 
I  supposed  that  the  House  of  RepresenUtives  had 
selected  men  of  the  first  ability,  always  as  com^ 
petent  as  any  lawyer,  to  conduct  the  impeach- 
ment. I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  impeach- 
ment was  managed  with  the  utmost  dexterity 
and  talent.  All  I  meant  to  say  was,  that  the  fail- 
ure of  that  impeachment  did  not  prove  that  im- 
peachment would  always  be  found  wantinz.  In 
the  case  expressly  alluded  to  (that  of  Judge 
Chase)  I  presumed  the  innocence  of  the  party. 
This  explanation  is  due  not  only  to  the  honora- 
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i)\e  gentleman  to  wliom  mj  remarks  apply,  but 
•to  my  own  honor  and  character. 

Mr.  Ran ooLPH  expressed  his  happiness  at  hear* 
iaff  the  remarks  of  the  ffentleman  from  Maryland. 
TEe  gentleman,  he  said,  had  misnnderstood  him 
in  supposing  him  not  to  be  disposed  to  allow  the 
gentleman  to  explain;  from  his  not  having  done 
ao,  Mr.  R.  confessed  he  had  considered  him  as 
AMtaining  the  inuendo.  He  reciprocated  the  sen- 
timents of  respect,  &e.,  which  the  gentleman  had 
exmessed,  dbc. 

During  the  discussion,  the  bill  was  reoeived 
from  the  Senate,  which  is  noticed  abore. 

Mr.  FoBSYTH  stated  4hc  reasons  wfar  he  hoped, 
BOtwithstaoding  the  receipt  of  the  bill  from  the 
Benate,  that  the  bill  now  before  the  House  would 
pass,  as^  aceording  to  his  view,  the  Senate  had, 
ny  passing  that  bill,  attempted  to  evade  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Hoase. 

The  question  was  about  to  be  put^  when  Mr. 
fitTANFORD  having  intimated  his  desire  to  speak 
OB  the  question,  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Thubsoay,  January  11. 

Mr.  Bbtts  preaeated  a  petition  of  Christopher 
Calles,  oi  the  city  of  New  x  ork,  engineer,  stating 
that  he  has  invented  a  new  and  useful  laecies  of 
tdegraph,  and  praying,  on  his  relinquishing  his 
patent  right  therein  to  Congress,  that  he  may 
receive  in  lieu  thereof  a  commission  for  life — 
such  as  they  may  judge  the  importance  of  the 
•ttbject  deserves. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Aiifitary  AiGiirs. 

Mr.  Chafpbll  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
tkt  heirs  of  Oeor^e  Nebinger;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Chappbll  also  rei)orted  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Jonathan  White;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
oommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nbwtoii, 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  procure,  for  the  use 
of  this  House,  and  also  of  the  Committees  thereof, 
twenty-five  copies  of  Qraydon's  Digest  of  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Smo,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted  the 
following  resolution ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table  for  one  day : 

Beaoktedf  That  tlie  rales  of  this  Honaa  be  so  amend- 
ed, that  the  GommissionezB  of  the  Navy  Board  shall 
be  adBiitted  to  saata  within  the  hall  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  relative  to 
cases  of  naturalization,"  in  which  thev  ask  the 
ooneurrence  of  this  House.  They  have  also  passed 
a  bill  '^  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  B.  Eastman.'* 

MILITIA  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Wbight,  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  an 
arrangement  of  the  expenses  of  militia  incurred 

a'  Sutes  without  the  authority  of  the  General 
overnment,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
p.  Andrews  and  others,  and  on  the  petition  of 
tbe  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  relat- 


ing to  the  pay  of  Nixon  and  Hind's  cavalry; 
which  was  read.  Whereupon  the  said  petitions 
and  report  were  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
«— The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  althoQgh  they  are  aatisied  that  the  eaaes  ae 
referred  to  them  are  not  within  the  purview  of  the 
original  reference^  yet  they  hava  taken  the  same  under 
th^  consideration,  and  have  eome  to  the  condosieo 
that  no  legiidative  act  is  neoeasaiy  fer  the  lalief  of  the 
petitioDers. 

In  the  fbnt  case,  the  committee  were  satisfied  that 
the  mnater-roUi  of  the  militia,  by  their  own  offieen, 
was  legal  evidence  of  their  claims,  paxticalarly  when 
remote  from  any  regnlar  corps;  m  which  opinion 
thev  were  confinned,  by  an  inqniij  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  who  informed  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, that  the  regnlaUon  requiring  the  militia  being 
mastered  by  a  regulsr  officer,  proceeded  from  an  order 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  had  been  recently 
snperseded ;  and  that  the  necesaary  order  had  been 
given  to  effect  the  payment  of  these  militia,  on  th«r 
muster-roUs  by  their  own  officers ;  whereby  the  bene- 
fits required  will  be  had  without  an  act  of  Congrem 
for  tfiat  purpose. 

The  committee  were  also  of  opinion  that  the  mili- 
tia of  a  Tenitcny,  called  out  as  sanctioned  by  the  Ez- 
ecntive  authority  of  a  Territoiy,  were  to  be  oonaidered 
as  acting  under  the  anthority  of  tiie  United  States, 
and  that  the  laws  snfficientiy  provided  for  their  pay- 
ment, on  the  requisite  evidence  of  their  services;  in 
whidi  (pinion,  also,  they  were  confirmed  by  the  con- 
current opinion  of  the  Secrataiv  of  War. 

On  the  last  cases  to  wit :  the  pn^ety  of  paying 
the  holden  of  the  due  bills  or  certificates  of  soldien' 
claims,  to  their  assignees,  the  Legislature  of  Missis- 
sippi admits  the  wisdom  ol  the  policy  that  interdicted 
it,  m  the  case  of  the  regulars,  but  suggests  the  difibr- 
ent  characten  of  the  militia  and  regulan  as  a  princi- 
ple to  induce  the  excepting  the  case  of  the  militia  out 
of  the  law.  The  committee  are  not  suffidentiy  im- 
pressed with  the  suggestion  of  the  memorialists  to 
induce  them  to  concur  in  that  opinion,  but  are  satie- 
fied  that  if  it  was  a  wise  policy  in  the  oaae  of  the 
regulan,  it  can  be  fraught  with  but  littie  miachief  in 
the  case  of  the  militia.  That  it  will  intxodnce  difEsr-. 
ent  ndea  of  evidence  in  the  case  of  the  daima  of  the 
militia  and  regulan^  inconsistent  with  the  eqnanimil^ 
of  sound  legislation,  and  contrary  to  the  opinieii  of 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

All  whi^  isBobautted,  dec. 

CLAIM  FOR  HALF  PAT. 

Mr.  Chappbll  mitde  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Allen  McLane;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. — The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioner  was  a  highly  meritorious  officer 
of  the  Revolntionaiy  army,  attached  to  Coloiiel  Harry 
Lee's  legionary  corps,  and  served  until  November, 
1781,  when,  by  the  permission  of  General  Waahing- 
ton,  he  retired  on  half-pay  for  life.  He  states  tiiat, 
some  time  after  he  left  the  army,  he  applied  at  the 
office  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  for  his  half-pay, 
when  he  was  informed  that  Colonel  Lee  had  oom- 
mnted  it,  and  that,  consequently,  he  was  not  entitled 
to  it,  and  that  he  must  take  a  certificate  of  ilve  yeaxa' 
frill  pay  in  lieu  thereof.  He  denied  Colonel  Lee's  att> 
thority  to  commute  for  him,  and  alleges  that  he  never 
did  commute.  He,  however,  admits  that,  being  in- 
debted and  hard  pressed  for  money,  and  finding  that 
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he  oould  not  obtain  a  aetUwnent  of  hia  acoonnt  for 
half-pajf  bo  did*  nndor  theao  cixcamatancea  of  neooa- 
aitj,  accept  a  certificate  for  five  yeara'  fnll  pay,  pro- 
tefting,  at  tbe  aame  time,  againat  ita  legautj.  He 
also  admita  that  he  receiTed  from  Congresa  a  warrant 
for  three  hundred  acrea  of  land,  and  atatea  that  he 
waa  compelled  to  part  with  both  hia  certificate  and 
warrant  for  Tory  amall  anma.  He  praya  that  Con- 
greaa  will  now  allow  him  hia  hatf-pay  for  Hfe,  dedact- 
hig  therefrom  the  amoant  of  the  certificate  which  he 
veoeiveda 

The  committee  would  be  gwtified  tf  they  could, 
conaiataitly  with  doty,  ncommend  the  relief  prayed 
for;  but  they  feel  that  it  woold  be  both  contrary  to 
Hw  and  to  poUc^r*  The  caae  ia  b«md  by  the  atatute 
of  limitationa,  even  if  it  had  never  been  aattled ;  it  ia 
alao,  according  to  legal  cenatraetion,  barred  by  the 
a£t  of  the  petitioner  himaelf.  The  aoceptance  of  the 
eertifieate  for  fiv.e  yeara*  full  pay  diacharged  the  obli- 
gation of  the  Government  to  him.  He,  however,  ap> 
peala  to  the  magnanimity  and  liberality  of  Congreaa, 
and  urgea  that  the  paymenta,  which  were  made  in 
depreciated  paper,  ought  not  to  be  conaidered  aa  a  ful- 
filment o{  the  promise  made  by  the  old  Congreaa  in 
their  reaolve  of  the  82d  of  March,  1783 ;  but  in  thia 
the  committee  are  of  a  different  opinion.  The  cer- 
tificate waa  auch  aa  Congreaa  had  promiaed;  itwaa 
anch  aa  the  other  public  creditor*  received;  it  waa  all 
Ae  Government  could  give ;  and,  however  much  it  is 
to  be  regretted  that  the  public  aeeoritiea  of  that  time 
aoflbred  a  depreciation,  yet  the  petitioner  ia  not  more 
entitled  to  indemnity  for  that  depreciation  than  the 
number  of  other  pmaona  who  received  Government 
eecuritiea.  Hia  eaae  ia  not  different  from  theira,  and, 
therefore,  provea  the  inpoliey  of  any  meaenre  whiiAi 
ahall,  at  thia  late  period,  attempt  anch  iademni^. 

He  alludes  to  the  acta  of  aome  of  the  Statesi  by 
which  the  depreciation  of  their  pay  waa  made  u^  to 
the  officera  and  aoldien,  and  granta  of  land  given 
them,  and,  therefore,  thinks  his  claim  on  Congresa  ia 
atrengthened.  Theae  the  committee  auppoae  were 
acta  of  justice  or  generosity  on  the  part  of  auch  States, 
and  are  certainly  highly  honorable  to  them ;  but  nei- 
ther the  generosity  nor  justice  of  any  State  can  im- 
pose an  obligation  on  Congress.  Congress  haa  fol- 
fiUed  ita  promises  to  the  petitioner ;  and  if  he  haa  any 
daim,  it  is  not  here,  but  on  that  Government  which, 
from  past  experience,  will  be  ready  to  reward  Ina 
merita.  They,  ther«lbM»  fool  bound  to  decide  againat 
liie^aim,  but,  wiahing  not  te  prejudice  it,  recommend 
Hm  adoption  of  the  following  leaoiutien :  • 

EemAoed,  That  the  petitioiier  have  leave  to  with- 
draw hia  petition. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN.. 

The  bill  Uom  the  Senate  eonecrning  the  Con- 
Tentton  between  the  Uoited  Btatea  and  Great 
Britain,  ratified  oa  the  a3d  day  of  Deeember  hut, 
was  taken  op,  and  read  the  first  tiaie. 

The  queation  being  stated,  ^  Shall  the  bill  he 
raad  a  second  time  V^ 

Mr.  FoRBTTH  toiefly  stated  the  grouada  of  his 
hostility  to  the  bill.  He  considered  it  as  an  at- 
teopt  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  evade  the  qnes- 
tton  now  before  the  House.  Evasion,  he  said,  was 
aometimea  aaid  to  be  adotlasihle  ia  diplomaey, 
when  dangerooa  or  diffienlt  qaeslioas  were  pre* 
seated  for  consideratioa ;  hut  it  was  never  proper 
ia  legisiaiioo.    The  bill  before  the  Hoose^  he  said, 


was,  moreover,  not  an  act  to  repeal  certain  acts 
or  parts  of  acts,  bat  a  mere  declaration  that  the 
laws  which  contravene  the  Treaty  are  of  no  ef- 
fect; it  was  in  effect  a  declaration  that  a  conven- 
tion between  tbis  country  and  a  foreign  countrjr 
does  ipeo  facto  repeal  the  laws  of  the  land.  He 
thereiore  moved  that  the  bill  be  rejected. 

The  question  being  stated  from  the  Chair: 
"^  Shall  the  bill  be  rejected  7" 

Mr.  Stanfobo  expressed  his  dissent  to  this  pro- 

gosition,  and  his  impression  that  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  was  in  effect  the  same  as  the  hill  now  be- 
fore this  HoDse.  The  fifth  section  of  the  latter 
bill  was  in  nearly  the  same  terms  as  the  bill  from 
the  Senate.  He  was  therefore  opposed  to  a  rejec« 
lioB  of  the  bill,  and  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  taole. 
Mr.  FoRSTTH  hoped  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table  would  not  prevail.  There  was  none 
of  that  similarity  between  the  two  bills  which 
was  supposed  bv  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina. The  bill  from  the  Senate  proposed  a  de- 
claration by  Congress  merely  as  to  the  effect  of 
the  Treaty  on  eaisting  statates;  whilst  the  bill 
under  derate  in  this  House  proposed  by  law  to 
repeal  those  statutes.  Mr.F.  wished  to  throw  on 
the  Senate,  instead  of  taking  upon  the  members 
of  this  House,  the  responsibility  of  rejecting  the 
bill  of  this  House,  d&c. 

The  question  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  uble  was 
decided  m  the  negative,  70  to  62. 

Mr.  QoLD  opposed  the  proposition  to  reject  the 
bill,  and  could  not  conceive  the  grounds  on  which 
the  cbarae  of  evasion  against  the  Senate  could  be 
sustainea.  The  bill  from  the  Senate  being  deco- 
rous in  its  form,  did  it  contemplate  a  proper  and 
legitimate  end  ?  It  did,  he  said,  and  therefore  ex- 
eluded  the  grounds  of  the  ioiputation  thrown  on 
the  Senate  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  Such 
an  imputation  ou^ht  not  to  stand  on  slight  ground. 
It  touched  considerations  of  courtesy,  decorum, 
aud  harmony,  between  different  parts  of  the  Grov- 
ernraent.  When  they  were  once  trespassed  on, 
no  one  could  safely  say  where  the  controversy 
would  end.  If  the  bill  from  the  Senate  contained 
anything  improper  or  disrespectful  to  this  House, 
the  course  now  proposed  might  be  proper ;  but 
the  motion  was  a  strong  one,  and  went  to  preclude 
the  consideration  and  amendment  of  the  biO, 
shoold  it  require  it,  and,  in  his  opinion,  would 
hardly  comport  with  the  respect  due  from  one 
House  to  the  other. 

Mr.  PioKBBiNO  said,  he  had  voted  against  the 
bill's  lyio^  on  the  table,  and  he  should  vote  for 
the  rejection;  and  yet  he  preferred  it  to  the  bill 
now  before  the  House*  lie  should  vote  for  the 
rcgectiottof  the  bill,  he  said,  because  he  conceived 
it  not  necessary  for  the  execution  of  the  Treaty. 
He  preferred  it  greatly  to  the  other  bill^  because, 
betBg  only  declaratory  of  the  Treaty,  it  was  an 
admission  that  the  Treaty  was  valid,  and  could 
be  carried  into  effect  without  the  intervention  of 
this  House.  He  was  in  favor  of  rejecting  the  bill, 
however,  for  another  reason  than  that  it  was  un- 
necessary; not  because  he  did  not  feel  towards 
the  Senate  all  the  respect  due  to  them ;  but  that 
he  hoped,  if  the  bill  were  rejected,  the  Senate 
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would,  withoQt  hesitatioD,  reject  the  bill  of  this 
House,  as  an  ioterference  with  their  exclusive 
power  to  make  treaties. 

Mr.  Root  said,  he  did  not  see  in  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  any  disposition  to  evade  the  g^reat 
question  lately  under  debate  in  this  House ;  but 
he  did  discover  a  direct  determination  of  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  debate — a  declaration,  that  a  treaty 
18  capable  of  annulling  our  statute  laws.  It  is  a 
declaratory  act  throughout,  in  its  terms  as  well  as 
in  effect :  the  bill  runs,  '^  Be  it  enacted  and  de- 
clared." &c.  The  Senate  by  thefr  bill  had,  he 
said, ^declared,  that  a  treaty,  after  being  ratified, 
and  its  ratifications  exchanged,  does  repeal  the 
statute  laws  of  the  country.  The  body  which 
had  ratified  the  Treaty  had  pronounced  that  their 
act  was  paramount  to  ail  existing  laws ;  this,  Mr. 
R.  said,  was  contrary  to  his  opinion,  and  he  should 
therefore  vote  for  the  rejection  of  their  bill. 

Mr.  Robertson  wished  to  have  again  tried 
the  question  of  laying  the  bill  from  the  Senate  on 
the  table,  but  the  Speaker  decided  such  a  motion 
not  now  to  be  in  order.    Mr.  R.  then  remarked, 
that  this  was  a  question  of  much  importance,  ana 
he  hoped  no  passion  would  intermingle  in  its  dis- 
duBSton,  or  infiuenee  the  decision  of  it,  which, 
whatever  it  might  be,  ought  to  be  the  result  of 
cool,  deliberate  consideration.    He  did  not  con- 
sider the  act  of  the  Senate,  in  sending  this  bill  to 
the  House^  as  indecorous,  but  as  a  proper  exer- 
cise of  their  powers.    However,  it  again  brought 
up  the  whole  question,  and,  with  the  permission 
01  the  House,  he  wouid  concisely  examine  it.    I 
was  delighted,  said  Mr.  R.,  with  the  eloquence  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Pinknbt.) 
I  was  pleased  with  his  lucid  and  fair  manner  of 
meeting  the  question,  but  I  was  shocked  with  his 
principles.    I  never  did  hear,  I  never  did  expect 
to  hear,  within  these  walls,  principles  so  danger- 
ous as  those  to  which  the  gentleman  has  boldly, 
I  was  about  to  say  daringly,  given  utterance. 
The  treaty-making  power,  according  to  his  doc- 1 
trine,  is  without  limit;  it  is  without  restraint; 
prostrates  before  it  all  the  rights  of  this  House, 
and  tramples  under  foot  opinions  heretofore  held 
sacred.    Whatever  treaty,  of  whatever  kind,  fall 
within  the  powers  of  any  civilized  Government, 
it  is  competent  to  our  President  and  Senate  to 
form ;  if  the  instrument  be  in  itself  complete,  if 
it  merely  annul  and  abrogate  Uws,  this  House 
cannot  interfere ;  thus  the  whole  of  our  statutes, 
the  entire  code  of  our  laws,  lies  at  their  mercy, 
and  OQ&yi  with  the  aid  of  any  foreign  sovereign 
who  will  unite  in  the  scheme,  be  forever  annihi- 
lated.   Such  is  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland.    Whence  does  it  spring ;  how 
has  it  been  supported  ?    Let  us  probe  it  to  the 
bottom — let  us  examine  it   with    deliberation. 
Where  is  the  legislative  power  in  this  Govern- 
ment vested  by  the  Constitution  ?    This  is  the 
sole  and  simple  question ;  if  it  be  not  the  only 

Eoint  in  controversy,  then  mv  lips  are  closed — I 
ave  nothing  more  to  say.  If  the  President  and 
Senate  can  make  treaties,  without  repealing  ex- 
istiog  laws  or  making  new  ones,  why  let  them  do 
•let  them  treat,  and  treat, and  treat;  they  will 


not  alarm  my  fears ;  I  shall  feel  no  concern.  There 
may  be,  for  anything  I  know  to  the  contrary, 
many  treaties  which  do  not  necessarily  include 
legislation ;  there  are  treaties  of  alliance,  triple 
and  quadruple,  treaties  of  neutrality,  partition, 
family  compacts,  dbc.;  give  them  up  these;  on 
these,  and  such  as  these,  they  may  exercise  their 
treaty-making  power.  But  let  them  not  legislate. 
There  are  bounds  to  this  authority,  as  claimed  for 
them.  The  legislation  of  Congress  is  defined  and 
limited  by  the  Constitution,  but  treaty  legislation 
has  no  bounds.  The  President  and  senate,  with 
the  aid  of  a  few  commissioners  and  a  foreign  sov- 
ereign, an  Emperor  or  a  King  of  France,  a  Lord 
C^stlereagh,  or  any  other  despot,  may  govern  this 

?eople  without  check,  or  control,  or  responsibility, 
'hey  may*-the  gentleman  from  Maryland  says 
they  can.    They  can  legislate,  ahhougb  all  legis- 
lative power  is  vested  in  Congress,  consisting  of 
a  House  of  Represenutives,  Senate,  and  Presi- 
dent.   They  mav  regulate  commerce,  although 
the  right  to  regulate  commerce  is  given  to  Con- 
gress; they  may  draw  money  from  the  Treasury 
by  law,  for  a  treaty  is  a  law.    Look  to  the  gene- 
ral powers  of  Congress ;  look  to  the  specified ;  look 
to  the  limitations  imposed  upon  that  body;  leave 
out  this  House,  substitute  a  foreign  Qovernment; 
their  general  powers  are  usurj^ed;  their  specified 
powers  taken  from  them ;  the  limiutions  imposed 
for  the  good  of  the  people  utterly  disregarded. 
The  President  and  Senate — ^let  them  not,  legis- 
late ;  it  is  the  proudest,  it  is  the  only  prerogative 
of  republicanism.  Legislation  and  representation 
in  free  Qovernments  go  hand  in  hand.  They  are 
not   representatives— they  are  not   responsible. 
The  gentleman  from  Maryland  says  they  are 
more  responsible  than  members  of  this  Hloose. 
How  stands  the  fact?    The  President  is  elected 
for  four  years,  the  members  of  this  House  for 
two ;  but  as^  under  the  practice  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  Chief  Executive  Magistrate  serves  but 
two  terms,  the  last  is  without  a  shadow  of  respon- 
sibility ;  he  does  not  present  himself  at  the  bar  of 
the  public,  to  receive  sentence  of  approval  or  con- 
demnation.   But  the  President  is  liable  to  im** 
peachment.    Indeed !  impeachment  ?   Yes,  to  be 
tried  by  that  very  body  who  advised  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  instrument;  to  be  tried  by  his  accooa- 
pliees  1  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  if  he 
would  make  himself  laughed  at  by  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  in  the  community,  by  bringing 
abdut  so  Aitile  and  farcical  an  exhibition  ?    we 
see,  then,  the  responsibility  of  the  President ;  let 
us  examine  that  of  his  compeers.    The  Senators 
are  appointed  for  six  yeayrs;  not  by  the  people,  but 
by  some  dozens  of  individuals  who  form  the  State 
Legislatures ;  they  are  not  impeachable,  if  that 
were  in  this  case  of  any  importance,  neither  are 
they  amenable  to  censure,  because  they  transact 
their  Bxeeutive  business  with  closed  doors ;  they 
act  in  private.    No  one  knows  how  any  Senator 
votes,  he  is  the  sole  depositary  of  his  own  secret 
— he  votes  and  speaks  as  his  caprice,  his  intereata, 
or  his  judgment  dictates-— he  fears  no  punishmenty 
for  his  course  is  hidden ;  his  fixecutive  powen 
are  exerted  in  conclave— mark  the  word,  iBxetUr 
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five  powers^->woald  it  be  believed,  that  id  the 
United  States  of  America  laws  were  repealed  and 
enacted  in  the  exercise  of  EzecntiFe  basioess  ? 
Why,  what  an  anomaly  is  this  Ezecutive-legis- 
lative  manaffement ! 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  ffoes  the  fall 
length.  If  the  treaty  merely  repeals  laws,  if  it 
require  not  the  aid  of  this  Honse,  the  instrument 
is  complete — the  deed  is  done ;  but  if,  and  accord- 
ing to  nis  doctrine  it  can  never  happen,  it  requires 
some  act  of  ours;  then  we  have  no  discretion,  we 
receive  orders  and  must  obey,  if,  after  the  stabs 
inflicted  on  this  body,  animation  still  exist.  The 
gentleman  tells  you  to  raise  your  suicidal  arm  and 
perpetrate  self-murder!  worse,  your  parricidal 
arm,  and  plunge  a  dagger  in  the  boi^om  of  your 
country,  (or  the  Republic  no  more  survives  t  It 
contains  not  one  single  feature  to  distinguish  it 
Irom  the  despotisms  of  Europe.  If  this  doctrine 
prevail,  and  that  equaliv  abominable  principle 
which  authorixes  the  juoi|^8  to  declare  the  little 
remnant  of  your  legislation  null  and  void,  be- 
eause,  in  their  opinion,  unconstitutionally  exer- 
cised ;  hemmed  in  thus  by  the  Executive  and  the 
Judiciary,  there  is  no  further  use  for  this  assem- 
bly. If  the  Legislature,  the  pre-eminent  authority 
in  all' free  Governments,  be  thus  blocked  up,  thus 
circumvented,  and  that,  too,  by  comparatively  in- 
significant departmenta-— departments  inferior,  su* 
Imdinate,  ministerial,  then  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  that  I  should  not  regret  the  flames  that 
blazed  around  that  once  splendid  edifice  now  in 
view,  nor  that  a  similar  fate  should  befall  this 
humble  building  in  which  we  this  day  are  met ; 
for  one,  1  would  not  disgrace  myself  by  holding 
a  seat  in  this  degraded  and  miserable  body. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  contends,  that 
whatever  treaty  may  be  made  by  any  Power  on 
earth  may  be  made  by  our  President  and  Senate ; 
that  when  made  it  becomes  the  law  of  the  land : 
that  in  this  respect  their  power  is  universal  and 
unlimited.  In  what  respect?  In  making  treaties 
which  are  the  laws  of  the  land :  in  other  words, 
that  the  President  and  Senate  can  make  laws  ot 
the  land  on  idl  subjects,  and  that,  too,  without 
limitation.  Surely  nothing  more  is  necessary 
than  to  state  sucn  doctrines  to  make  them  uni- 
versally abhorred.  But  to  deny  their  truth,  is, 
aecordmg  to  the  gentleman,  to  produce  the  most 
extravagant  anomaly  imaginable  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. Is  it  not  rendering  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  a  more  extravagant  anomaly  to 
strip  the  Legislature  of  the  right  to  legislate,  and 
transfer  the  law-making  power  to  the  Executive? 
If  one  must  yield ;  if  the  President  and  Senate 
must  be  retrenched  in  their  treaty-making  power, 
or  Congress  deprived  of  the  right  to  legislate, 
then  is  there  no  room  for  hesitation.  Difficulties 
in  regard  to  intercourse  with  foreign  Qovern- 
menta  can  only  embroil  us  wiUi  them }  but  an 
interference  with  the  rights  and  duties  of  Con- 
gress prostrates  the  only  barrier  between  the  peo- 
ple and  despotism,  and  embroils  them  with  each 
other.  Let  us  preserve  the  Union,  the  Constitu- 
tion, principles  of  republicanism,  and  the  priv- 
ileges of  this  House ;  let  us  guard  against  the  in- 


troduction of  slavish  and  European  notions  of  Ex- 
ecutive supremacy,  and  we  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  the  hostility  of  a  world  in  arms.  But  who 
are  they  whom  we  behold  in  array,  supporting 
the  extravagant  pretensions  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States?  What  a  singular  phenomenon 
they  exhibit :  we  find  them  ranged  against  the 
body  of  which  they  form  a  part;  we  find  them 
voluntarily  surrendering  up  the  essential  princi- 
ple of  their  existence,  and  that,  too,  in  favor  of  a 
jealous  and  a  rival  department;  while  the  Ex- 
ecutive Magistrate,  in  all  Governments  suffici- 
ently disposed  to  claim  the  full  measure  of  his 
Ererogative,  himself  admits  the  power  properly  to 
elong  to  those  by  whom  it  is  thus  so  unaccount- 
ably abandoned.  I  assert,  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  does  not  believe,  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  that  a  treaty  can  repeal 
or  enact  a  law,  and  I  proceed  now  to  prove  it. 
In  a  letter  dated  July  27, 1812,  from  Mr.  Monroe, 
then  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr.  Russell,  we  find 
the  following  remarks:  ^As  an  inducement  to 
'  the  British  Government  to  discontinue  the  prac- 

<  tice  of  impressment  from  our  vessels,  by  which 

*  alone  our  seamen  can  be  made  secure,  you  are 

*  authorized  to  stipulate  a  prohibition,  by  law,  to 

*  be  reciprocal,  of  the  employment  of  British  sea- 

<  men  in  the  public  or  commercial  service  of  tjie 
'  United  States.  A  stipulation  to  prohibit  by  law 
'  the  employment  of  British  seamen  in  the  ser- 
^  vice  of  the  United  States,  is  to  be  understood  in 

*  the  sense  and  spirit  of  our  Constitution.  The 
'  passage  of  such  a  law  must  depend  of  course  on 
^  Congress,  who  it  miffht  reasonably  be  presumed 

*  would  give  effect  to  it."  Can  language  be  more 
explicit ;  the  renunciation  of  the  power  ascribed 
to  the  Executive  more  full?  Compare  it  with 
the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland? 
According  to  him  the  treaty  might  have  itself  re- 
pealed, instead  of  stipulating  that  Congress  should 
repeal  the  law  in  question.  There  are  many 
other  instances  of  a  similar  kind;  but  one,  as 
clear  and  complete  as  the  present,  is  of  as  much 
value  as  one  thousand.  Let  it  be  observed,  too, 
that  this  is  not  strictly  a  commercial  affair ;  and 
how,  if  it  were  not  competent  to  the  treaty- 
making  power  to  act  independently  of  Congress  in 
this  case,  shall  it  be  contended  it  can  act  inde- 
pendently of  that  body,  in  commercial  questions^ 
notwithstanding  the  Constitution  gives  to  Con- 
gress the  power  to  regulate  commerce?  The 
doctrine  of  the  gentleman,  properly  understood, 
amounts  to  what  I  have  already  stated— an  exclu- 
sive right  in  the  President  and  Senate  to  legis- 
late for  this  nation  in  all  caaes;  it  is  neither 
more  lior  less,  nor  can  ingenuity  sive  to  it  any 
other  meaning.  And  why  shoula  this  enormous 
this  overwhelming  power  be  yielded  ?  Cannot 
the  provision  of  any  treaty  be  declared  by  law? 
Will  not  reciprocal  legislation  between  independ- 
ent nations  supply  the  place  of  treaties?  Might 
not  a  law  contain  all  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
vention which  has  given  rise  to  this  debate? 
Might  it  not,  do  I  say  ?  Look  at  the  law  passed 
at  the  last  session  by  the  proper  authority,  it  is 
merely  re-echoed  by  this  treaty ;  a  law  of  the 
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BrUisb  GtoTernmant  neetiaf  tb»t  of  ovn.  would 
liave  answered  precisely  the  purposes  of  toeir  tB« 
strUmeot ;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  all  crea* 
ties.  Why,  if  Congress  eannet  regulate  com« 
meree,  was  the  power  giFea  1  Why  acted  upon  1 
Whv  the  act  to  whic^  I  have  referred  ?  The 
conduct  of  this  House  may  be  accounted  for  easily 
enough.  We  deem  the  subieet  placed  in  part 
under  our  control ;  but  why  did  the  Senate  \tg\»f 
late?  Why  did  they  originate  the  act?  Did  they 
then  think  that  commerce  could  not  be  regulated 
but  by  the  three  branches?  Was  the  act  an  nsur^^ 
pation  of  the  treatv-maktng  power?  It  com- 
menced with  themsc)?e8.  Was  it  superfluous,  or 
insufficient?  Surely  that  body  will  inake  no  such 
admission. 

The  House  of  Representatires  contends  for  no 
exclusive  authority ;  it  contends  for  such  a  par* 
ticipation  in  the  QoTernment  as  is  assigned  to  it 
by  the  Constitotion.  Treaties  may  be  made  b? 
legislation ;  but  legislation  must  not  exist  through 
treaties.  The  right  which  we  assert  cannot  be 
productive  of  irremediable  inconvenience.  The 
power  contended  for  by  the  Senate,  and  their  ad- 
vocates, subverts  the  very  foundation  of  the  Gov-^ 
crnment'— totally  chaoces  its  character,  and  estab** 
lishes  rank  and  unqualified  despotism. 

The  debate  now  took  the  general  form  of  that 
which  had  occupied  the  House  for  several  days. 

The  passage  of  the  bill  which  originated  in  this 
House  was  successively  advocated  by  Mr.  Rob* 
BAT80if,  Mr.  Rooa,  and  Mr.  Shabpb,  in  speeches 
of  considerable  length  and  strength  of  argument ; 
and  the  other  side  of  the  question  was  in  like 
manner  sustained  by  Mr.  Wmcura. 

Mr.  WniQBT  spoke  as  follows:  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
must  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  while  I 
deliver  my  opinion  on  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration ;  not,  sir,  because  of  the  effect  of  the 
bill— for  it  effecu  nothing  but  the  affieetation  of 
continuing  a  treaty  already  proclaimed  the  tu- 

Sreme  law  of  the  land-*but  because  I  feel  it  my 
uty  to  endeavor  to  keep  the  reactive  depart* 
ments  of  the  Qovernment  within  the  limiu  pre- 
ioribed  to  them  by  the  Constitution;  nor  could  I 
sufier  even  my  own  impressions  of  expediency, 
much  less  that  of  others,  to  operate  on  my  mind 
in  the  coosideratioa  of  a  Constitutional  question. 
Sir,  we  are  not  sitting  to  fnmie,  but  to  execute 
the  instrumenty  agteeably  to  the  true  intent  and 
BManiag  of  toe  framers  of  it,  by  which  every 
koBorable  man  must  feel  himself  bound  as  in  the 
ooBstruction  of  any  other  eompaoi. 

Sir,  this  Coasiitntioii  must  be  considered,  as  it 
was  made,  a  compact  among  the  several  Sutes, 
and  its  various  provisions,  as  th^  may  operate  in 
favor  of  the  larger  or  smaller  States,  ae  mutual 
ooBcessioBs  and  compromises,  for  the  vast  advan- 
tages gained  by  the  wbole  United  States  by  their 
confederation  in  one  Gknrernment. 

It  is  as  instrument  that  has  passed  the  Ru^con, 
and  been  ordealed  by  the  scrupulous  investiga- 
tion of  iu  merits  in  toe  convention  of  the  States 
that  ratified  it;  and,  sir,  could  I  believe  in  politi- 
cal inspiration^  I  should  readily  ascribe  iu  per* 
fections  to  that  inOaenoe,    By  the  second  artiele 


second  seetion  of  the  ConstitutioB,  ^  the  Prest* 
^  dent  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  adviee 

*  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  pro- 

*  vided  two*thirds  of  the  Senators  present  eoo- 
'  cur,"  and  he  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint 
Ambassadors,  d^e.  By  virtue  of  this  power,  the 
President,  by  and  with  the  adviee  and  eonsent  of 
the  Senate,  twi^'thifds  of  the  Senators  preeeat 
conenrring,  made  and  ratified  this  treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  and  the 
President  has  caused  the  same  to  be  promulgated 
bf  proclamation ;  after  which,  it  is  now  proposed 
to  be  confirmed  by  the  bill  under  considemtioa. 
And  it  is  contended  by  gentlemen  on  this  floor, 
that,  as  by  the  first  article^  eiffhth  sectioB,  it  is 
provided,  ^that  Congress  sbalT  have  power  te 
regulate  commeroe  with  fore%n  nations,  and 
among  the  several  States,  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes;''  that,  therefore,  they  have  a  controtting 
power  over  any  treaty  relating  to  eommeree  with 
foreign  nations. 

Sir,  the  treaty-making  power  is  a  sorereiga 
power:  in  Europe  their  Eangs  enjoy  it  without 
oontrol ;  here  it  ii  vested  in  the  Presidmi  and 
Senate.  The  Senate  represented  the  soveieigalf 
of  the  State*;  and  the  sovneignty  of  the  States, 
like  all  sovereignties,  are  eqiuJ,  and,  of  eoume, 
oorrectiy  equally  represented.  The  venoWDed 
Emperor  of  Russia  possesses  no  greater  degree  of 
sovereignty  over  his  vast  extenmd  empire,  than 
the  ruler  of  the  most  petty  Power  of  Europe  over 
his  dominions.  This  equality  of  power  in  the 
Slates  in  the  Senate,  was  intended  to  secure  the 
sovereigB  rights  of  the  smaller  States  from  the 
oppression  of  the  larger,  aad  was  one  of  the  com- 
promises before  aUudeu  to;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
the  vote  on  this  question  wiU  test  the  necessity  of 
provision,  and  the  justness  of  the  jealousy  of  the 
small  States,  and  the  propriety  of  guarding  them 
in- the  Senate,  from  the  overwhelmiojr  power  of 
the  large  Sutes  on  this  floor,  where  fouf  Btaica 
can  eontffol  the  Union,  and  who  are  now  enden- 
voring  to  invest  themselves  with  a  coaoarffent 
power  with  the  Senate  in  the  formation  of  com* 
merdal  treaties. 

Sir,  while  I  shall  advocate  the  exdusive  power 
of  the  President  and  Senate  to  make  coramtt- 
eial  tfeaties  in  manner  aad  form,  as  they  have  ta 
this  ease  exercised  it,  I  shall  not  deny  to  Oob- 
gress  the  power  to  r«ruiate  commeroe  with  for- 
eign rations,  among  the  several  States,  and  with 
the  Indian  tribes.  The  treaty-amkii^  power  ve- 
laies  to  itttemational  anbjeots.  Treaties  areoooi- 
pacts  between  Sovereign  and  Sovereign,  tciyiBK 
for  their  execution  on  &e  good  fiUth  of  the  eoBr 
traotioff  Powers.  Laws  are  rales  of  condoet 
prescriied  by  the  legislative  power  Ibr  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  citixen— are  nationnl  ads,  to  be 
enforced  by  pains  and  penalties,  aad  exeeniad  by 
municipal  authority.  The  treaty-making  pow^r 
then  aeeeesarily  relates  to  the  interest  of  two 
Powers,  and  must  relate  to  iaumatioaal  sobjeets. 
The  legislative  power  oan  relate  only  to  subjeeis 
nationai  and  municipal,  and  be  executed  by  the 
officers  of  the  Qwemment,  ^hose  juriedMmn 
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is  boonifd  by  mil  die  United  States ;  hence  re* 
solts'ibe  impracticability  of  legislating  interna* 
tionally,  or  of  treating  nationally.    No  nation 
can  treat  with  itself,  or  legislate  for  another  na- 
tioiki  Goncress  cannot  appoint  Ministers  to  treat, 
nor  can  she  treat  as  a  Congress ;  bat  Congress 
can  and  most  regulate  commerce,  by  fizine  the 
tariff  of  imposts^  the  rate  of  tonnage,  an<f  the 
allowance  for  drawbacks*    This  they  hare  done, 
and  this  they  alone  have  the  power  of  doing. 
The  treaty-making  power  hate  the  right,  by 
treaty,  to  stipulate  with  a  foreign  Power,  that 
the  sane  fegoktioiis  of  impost  and  tonnage,  and 
of  drawbaoEs,  which  Congress  hare  or  may  im- 
pose on  shifM  and  goods,  the  property  of  the  cit- 
iseas  of  the  United  States,  coming  into  our 
ports,  should  be  imposed  on  the  ships  and  goods 
of  the  snbjects  of  Great  Britain,  if  they  shall 
ealer  the  ports  of  the  United  States*  provided 
they  will  make  the  Uke  stipulations  in  favor  of 
our  ships  and  goods,  entering  the  ports  of  Great 
Britaih.    If  there  be  no  commercial  treaty  with 
the  Power,  whose  ships  aftd  goods  shall  eater  the 
ports  of  the  United  States,  the  regulations  of 
uaposls  and  tonnage,  nnde  by  Congress,  must  be 
the  rale  by  which  such  ships  and  goods  most  be 
governed,  and  be  collected  by  the  officers  of  the 
Uniced  States,  appointed  for  that  purpose.    But. 
if  a  compact,  international,  is  made,  giving  to 
each  oiher  the  right  to  import  into  the  ports  of 
eaeh  other,  upon  the  same  ternu  that  their  own 
ships  and  goods  enjoy,  and  that  compact  be  made 
by  the  treat v-maktng  Power,  giving  a  reciprocal 
bendlt  to  the  contracting  parties,  it  must  be  ob- 
ligatory, or  there  can  be  no  power  to  treat.    I 
ask,  if  the  treaty-making  power  agrees  with 
Great  Britain,  that  the  same  impost  and  tottoage 
which  Great  Britain  imposes  on  her  own  ships 
and  tonnage,  cominff  within  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain,  siuiU  also  ue  imposed  on  the  shins  and 
goods  of  the  United  States,  entering  British 
poru)  whether  that  treaty  is  not  binding  on  the 
Uaiced  States,  and  whetlier  Congress  can,  by 
any  law.  interloFe  with  sneh  compact^  and  whe- 
ther such  iatemational  act  was  ever  intended  to 
be  considered  as  one  of  the  powers  of  Congress 
to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations )  and 
ean  it  be  that  the  treaty»makinr  power  can  make 
such  compact  with  Bogland,  clearly  within  the 
ezcloeive  treaty-maktag  power  $  and  not  be  vu- 
thoriaed  to  give  the  like  privilege  to  British  ships 
and  goods,  as  the  remuneration  for  their  grant  in 
the  treaty  to  our  ships  and  goods  t    Can  it  be 
that  the  iraaners  of  the  Constitution  intended  to 
authorize  the  tnaty-making  power  to  make  a 
compact  with  a  foreign  Power,  for  commercial 
benefits,  and  restrain  the  treatynnaking  power 
ttam  remnatratiag  such  Power  for  such  bene- 
IHs  ?    I  presume  not,  and  if  the  stipulatioa  shall 
be,  that  the  same  ezact  commercial  advantages 
shall  be  enjoyed  by  Great  Britain  in  Anaerica,  as 
Great  Britain  eztends  to  America  in  Bogland, 
ean  any  man  doubt  that  such  compact  is  jnst. 
Constitutional,  and  conclusive?    Can  it  be  that 
the  right  to  stipulate  what  should  be  the  inter*^ 
naiieaal'  regtdition  of  the  imposts  and  tonnage 


on  American  ships  and  goods,  in  Great  Britain, 
should  be  given  to  the  treaty-making  power,  and 
the  right  to  fiz  the  remuneration  should  be  given 
tu  the  legislative  power  f  I  presume  no  man 
will  ascribe  to  the  framers  of  that  instrument 
so  improbable  an  intention,  that  one  power  be 
intrusted  with  fizikig  the  ^tmi,  and  the  other 
power  with  fizine  the  ^ico^-such  a  distribution 
of  power  would  be  contrary  to  all  manner  of 
ezperience.  I  cannot  conceive  that  any  hon- 
orable man  can  entertain  such  opinions,  unless 
he  has  made  op  his  mind  to  prostrate  the  treaty*^ 
making  power  at  the  shrine  of  the  Legislature. 
It  has  been  shown  that  the  treaty-making  power 
has  been  ezpressly  given  to  the  Presioent  aad 
Senate,  and  it  will  be  found  in  that  profound  and 
enlightened  treatise  in  the  Constitution,  Tke 
Fe£ralui,  M  vol.  p.  801,  <<  that  the  power  to 
'  make  treaties  is  an  important  one,  especially  as 
<  il  relates  to  war,  peace,  aad  commerce,  and  that 

*  ii  is  ezpressly  given  to  the  President,  by  and 

*  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  &(enate)*' 
and  in  8d  vol.  p.  876,  ^  that  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives ought  to  have  no  power  in  the  fbr- 
matioii  of  treaties."  Then  the  instrument  was 
before  the  people,  and  then,  with  these  ezplana- 
tions  of  the  intent  of  the  instrument,  it  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  convention  of  the  States,  and  rati- 
fied understanding! y,  with  this  ezpositien,  proi^ 
Ing  affirmatirely,  that  the  President  and  Senate 
had  the  power  to  make  treaties  and  negotiate; 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  had  nothing 
to  do  with  treaties.  Sir,  however  plausible  the 
arguments  of  gentlemen  contending  for  this 
legislative  power  may  seem  to  be,  yet  1  trust, 
wnen  the  ezposition  of  the  Constitution,  which  i 
have  iMid  the  honor  to  submit,  comes  to  be  clear- 
ly coBsidered,  and  the  treaty-making  power,  and 
the  legislative  power,  duly  ezamined  and  com- 
pared, they  will  be  found  perfectly  consistent 
with  each  other,  and  each  to  revolve  on  its  own 
Constitutional  azis,  and  within  its  own  orbit, 
without  crossing  in  any  manner  the  orbit  of  the 
other. 

Yet,  sir,  notwithstanding  this  plain  ezposition 
of  the  powers  to  legislate  and  to  treat  and  the 
distinct  demarcation  of  their  Constitutional  lim<- 
its,  the  impiuctioabtlity  of  treating  on  lefflslative 
subjects,  or  of  leipislatiog  oa  the  subjects  of 
treaties,  we  are  called  on  by  the  honorable  gen- 
ileman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  S«arvb)  to  recollect 
that  we  are  treading  on  hallowed  ground,  that 
we  had  recently  taken  our  oath  to  preserve  the 
Constitution,  which  the  ezercise  or  the  treaty-' 
making  power  by  the  President  and  Senate, 
without  the  ooncurrence  of  Congress  will,  in  his 
judgment,  violate. 

Sir,  without  intending  in  any  manner  toques- 
tton  that  honorable  gentleman's  regard  to  that 
instroment,  or  to  arraign  him  for  its  violations, 
but  only  to  rescue  myself  from  his  unkind  impu- 
tation, 1  hope  I  shsll  be  ezcused  in  citing  the 
opinions  (^  that  patriot  General  WASHtNOTON 
on  this  subieet,  who  presided  in  the  convention 
that  framed  the  instrument,  and  witaeseed  every 
act  taken  in  that  body  to  pcffect  it,  and  perfectly 


603 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


604 


H.  OP  R. 


Commarce  wiih  €hrtat  Britam, 


Jahuabt,  1816. 


understood  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  every 
provision  and  section  of  it.  He,  sir.  as  Presi- 
dent, having  sworn  to  preserve  this  Constitution, 
at  the  time  of  Jay's  memorable  treaty,  almost 
contemporaneously  with  the  making  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  when  the  subject  must  have  been 
fresh  on  bis  recollection,  eipressly  refused  to  fur- 
nish the  House  of  Representatives  with  the 
papers  developing  the  merits  of  that  treaty,  over 
which,  he  alleged,  they  had  no  control,  and  in 
which  they  had  no  Constitutional  agency ;  whose 
opinion  on  this  Constitutional  question  I  quote 
with  as  perfect  confidence  of  its  constituttonaU 
itr,  as  I  should  quote  Coke  Littleton  in  a  court 
or  common  Jaw  on  a  common  law  question.  Yes, 
sir,  and  was  I  to  be  arraigned  even  in  Heaven,  on 
the  charge  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  for 
violating  this  instrument,  was  it  admissible  to 

f produce  the  opinion  of  that  virtuous  and  en- 
ightened  statesman,  I  could  have  no  doubt  that 
it  would  be  highly  respected  there,  where  I  con- 
fidently hope  his  spirit  is  a  sainted  inhabitant* 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Rah- 
dolph)  nas  expressed  great  surprise  that  the 
geUtleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calboun) 
should  have  said,  "that  the  act  repealing  the 
treaty  with  France  was  a  judicial  act."  It  eer- 
trioly  was  a  judffment  entered  up  by  Congress 
against  France,  ^  that  she  had  violated  that  treaty, 
and  that  thereby  the  United  States  were  absolved 
and  discharged  from  all  its  obligations."  It  re> 
lated  to  a  foreign  Power^  was  international  in  its 
object,  and  not  legislative  in  its  character.  He 
repeatedly  asked,  what?  a  '^judicial  act" — a 
"judicial  act  I"  He  said  he  had  never  before 
heard  that  act  called  a  judicial  act,  but  quaintly 
remarked  that  he  had  frequently  heard  the  act 
declaring  the  late  war  said  to  be  not  a  "judicious 
act."  Of  that  sir,  I  have  no  doubt,  although  the 
very  rumor  or  that  war  produced  the  repeal  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  and  the  war  itself  libera- 
ted all  our  impressed  seamen,  and  restored  thou- 
sands of  the  native  sons  of  America  to  the  bosom 
of  their  country  and  their  friends,  who,  by  im- 
'  pressmen  t,  had  been  long  laboring  under  the 
most  ignominious  bondtge.  Nor,  sir,  have  I  a 
doubt,  that  if  the  honorable  gentleman  will  trace 
the  gentry  whom  he  has  heard  making  that  de- 
claration back  to  the  war  of  our  glorious  Revo- 
lution, he  will  find  many  of  them  or  their  pro- 
genitors who  declared  even  that  war  not  a  judi- 
cious act,  althouffh  it  efiected  the  emancipation 
of  a  nation ;  and,  by  the  establishment  of  the 
*  rights  of  man  on  the  true  basis,  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people,  will,  it  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped, 
effect  the.  emancipation  of  a  world. 

The  same  gentleman,  in  reply  to  my  honora- 
ble colleague,  (Mr.  Pinkhby,)  when  speaking  of 
the  security  the  power  of  impeachment  had 
given,  that  the  Senate  should  not  corruptly  vio- 
late the  rights  and  interests  of  the  nation,  when 
in  the  exercise  of  the  treaty-making  power,  treats 
the  power  of  impeachment  with  great  levity 
indeed ;  that  it  had  been  tried  in.  case  of  Mr. 
Cbase  and  Mr.  Blodkt,  and  had  been  found 
vanting,  and  had  convinced  him  that  there  was 


no  security  in  the  trial  by  impeachment,  and  of 
its  f)erfect  inutility. 

Sir,  I  had  the  honor  of  being  a  Senator  at  that 
time,  and  although  I  was  one  of  the  judges,  who 
differed  in  opinion  with  my  associates,  who  ac- 
quitted Mr.  Chase,  I  am,  in  justice  to  that  body, 
bound  to  declare,  that  it  was  the  most  dignified 
tribunal  I  had  ever  beheld,  although  a  constant 
attendant  on  courts  of  justice  for  more  than 
thirty  years.  The  awful  solemnity  of  that  trial 
has  been  universally  admitted,  and  has  acquired 
for  that  body  lasting  fame;  and  I  very  strongly 
incline  to  believe  that  although  Mr.  Chase  was 
acquitted,  that  the  awfulness  of  that  trial  has 
been  a  panacie  to  all  future  judicial  irregularities. 
Sir,  although  I  voted  on  several  of  the  articles  of 
impeachment  against  Mr.  Chase,  and  that  most 
conscientiously^,  I  never  for  a  moment  doubted 
that  my  judicial  associates  who  voted  that  Mr. 
Chase  was  ^  not  guilty,"  were  as  much  under 
the  influence  of  a  pure  conscience  as  myself, 
nor  was  I  for  a  moment  dissatisfied  with  my 
honorable  associates  who  acquitted  him.  And  I 
had  always  supposed  that  after  Mr.  Chase  had 
been  declared  by  that  tribunal,  on  so  full  and 
fair  a  trial,  ^  not  guilty^"  that  that  record  would 
imply  the  absolute  verity  of  his  innocence,  and 
that  all  disinterested  men  would  feel  a  gratifi^a*- 
tion  that  Mr.  Chase,  who  had  been  appointed  to 
that  high  office  by  a  Washington,  to  which  his 
legal  talents  had  so  pre-eminently  entitled  him, 
had  been  acquitted,  fMirticularly  when  they  rec- 
ollected that  Mr.  Chase  had  been  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  patriots  of  the  American 
Revolution. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
and  myself,  in  that  trial,  acted  different  parts ;  I, 
that  of  a  judge  who,  with  my  associates,  was 
bound  to  decide  the  question  on  the  evidence  in 
the  case,  agreeably  to  the  rules  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution,  and  to  respect  the  decision  as  the 
act  of  that  high  court  of  impeachment,  in  the 
discharge  of  a  most  solemn  doty.  He  acted  the 
part  of  a  prosecutor,  although  not  less  honorable 
to  himself,  yet  calculated  to  produce  different 
feelings,  particularly  as  he  introduced  the  charges 
against  Mr.  Chase,  he  felt  himself  in  a  certain 
degree  responsible  for  their  verification ;  and  my 
votesi  on  the  several  articles  of  impeachment 
ire  his  surest  guarantee  that  I  have  never  felt 
the  slightest  disapprobation  of  his  conduct  in 
the  institution  of  that  prosecution,  although  I 
cannot  approbate  bis  present  persecution. 

Mr.  LowNoas  then  rose,  not  to  enter  into  the 

Seneral  question,  which  haa  been  so  fully  debated, 
ut  to  express  his  views  of  the  question  before 
the  House.  He  had  great  objection,  he  said,  to 
the  proposed  rejection  of  the  bill  from  the  Senate. 
He  scarcely  could  conceive  a  case,  he  said,  ia 
which  the  rejection  of  a  bill  without  considera- 
tion would  be  proper.  If  rejected,  that  decision 
might  be  the  result  of  calm  and  deliberate  con- 
sideration, but  such  would  not  be  the  public  im- 
pression. The  Senate  might  also  in  turn  reject 
our  bill.  In  what  aspect  would  this  preient  iuelf 
to  the  public  eye?    The  impreitton  might  be 
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erroneous ;  hot  it  certainijr  woold  be,  that  temper 
rather  than  judgment  had  caused  these  decisions. 
Suppose  an  opposite  coarse  to  be  taken.    Sup* 

Eose  that  the  bill  now  under  consideration  should 
e  postponed ;  and  that  the  House  should  calmly, 
temperately?  and  therefore  firmljr — for  he  scarcely 
erer  had  Known  a  proper  firmness  unconnected 
with  some  degree  of  temper — ^suppose  they  should 
thus,  after  hayinff  examined  and  discussed  it,  pass 
the  bill  originally  reported  in  this  House,  and 
that  our  fears  should  be  realized  by  the  Senate's 
rejecting  it.  Sttp|)08e  this  House,  uninfluenced 
by  any  hasty  passion,  spleen,  or  false  delicacy, 
should  then  take  up  the  Senate's  bill,  amend  it 
80  as  to  resemble  the  other  one.  a^in  offer  it  to 
the  Senate  as,  in  the  opinion  or  this  House,  that 
sort  of  bill  which  a  sound  exposition  of  the  Con- 
stitution requires  us  to  pass:  suppose,  even  the, 
worst,  that  the  Senate  also  reject  this  bilL  The 
double  rejection  would  then  be  theirs;  and  no 
blame  of  haste  or  passion  could  be  attached  to  this 
House:  the  question  would  stand  on  its  own 
merits.  With  these  and  others  Tiews,  Mr.  L. 
moved  to  postpone  the  bill  for  one  week. 

Mr.  FoRSTTB  said  he  found  himself  somewhat 
embarrassed  by  the  observations  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina.  He  professed,  he  said,  in 
having  made  this  motion,  the  most  perfect  re- 
spect for  the  Senate ;  it  w;^  not  profession  merely, 
but  his  real  feeline.  The  motion  he  had  made  to 
reject  the  bill  had  proceeded,  not  from  any  sple- 
netic emotion,  but  trom  a  perfect  conviction  that 
the  bill  under  consideration  in  this  House  ought 
to  pass.  Mr.  F.  then  stated  various  difficulties 
which  would  result  from  sending  the  bill  of  this 
House  to  the  Senate,  whilst  the  Senate's  bill  was 
undecided  on.  The  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina and  himself,  Mr.  F.  said,  had  the  same  ob- 
ject. Mr.  F.  had  no  desire  that  the  House  should 
be  governed  by  prejudices  or  hasty  emotions;  he 
had  a  desire,  that,  when  it  acted,  It  should  actde* 
ctsively. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  was  certainly  anxious 
that  the  bill  which  originated  in  this  House  should 
not  pass;  but  he  was  equally  anxious  that  no  de- 
cision should  take  place  without  deliberation  and 
full  conviction.    As  he  wished  to  give  a  fair  op- 

Eortunity  of  directly  meeting  the  question  which 
ad  been  debated,  he  should  vote  to  lay  the  Sen- 
ate's  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hanson  intimated  an  intention  to  move 
that  the  bill  should  be  indefinitely  postponed;  and 
said  that  he  purposed  to  do  so,  not  because  he 
considered  (as  he  certainly  did)  that  the  House, 
in  the  measures  they  were  pursuing  with  respect 
to  the  British  convention,  were  deliberating  on 
an  act  of  usurpation— not  that,  in  the  motion  he 
should  offer,  or  in  the  vote  he  might  give,  he  in- 
tended to  reflect  upon  the  Senaier-but  because 
he  was  convinced  that  the  House  possessed  no 
Constitutional  power  to  legislate  upon  the  instru- 
ment under  consideration^  And,  whatever  defi- 
ciency there  might  be  in  the  remarks  he  had  to 
eiffer,  he  promised  that  there  was  one  thing,  at 
least,  they  should  not  want— brevity. 
Mr.  H.  said,  that  he  did  not  coBHder  the  sab- 


ject  before  the  House  as  one  of  those  which  afford- 
ed gentlemen  an  opportunity  of  festooning  their 
eloquence,  embroidering  it  with  rhetorical  flour- 
ishes, or  swelling  it.beyond  its  natural  dimensions, 
with  extraneous  and  inapplicable  matter.  On  the 
contrary,  he  expected  that,  as  it  had  been  prluaed 
before  the  House,  he  should  find  it  met  in  the 
way  that  great  Constitutional  lawyers  meet  great 
Constitutional  questions. 

Taking  the  business  then  in  this  way,  it  was 
firit  for  their  consideration  whether  that  House 
constituted  a  part  of  the  treaty-making  power; 
when  they  bad  decided  that,  as  inevitably  they 
must,  in  the  negative,  the  next  Question,  was 
the  most  simple  imaginable — namely,  where  the 
treaty-making  power  was  in  effect  lodged— not 
where  it  ought  to  be  lodged ;-— and,  on  this  point, 
they  might  be  at  once  relieved  from  all  further 
trouble  of  investigation  by  casting  their  eyes  upon 
the  Constitution,  which  vests  the  power  in  the 
President,  by  ana  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate, 
and  cautiously  and  providently  guards  it  by  a 
provision  that  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present 
should  concur.  And  this  clause,  he  said,  con- 
tained the  only  limitation  that  was  to  be  feund 
attached  to  it  in  that  instrument.  It  was  impos- 
sible, he  said,  for  language  to  be  more  precise  or 
express  in  conveying  the  purposes  of  the  human 
mind,  or  for  words  to  b®  more  unsusceptible  of 
doubt  or  misconstruction,  than  those  in  which 
this  clause  was  written:  '^  Shall  have  power  to 
makeJ^  Whatj  said  he,  can  be  understood  by  ^  to 
make,"  but  entirely  and  wholly  to  accomplish — 
to  render  perfect  and  complete — to  leave  no  part 


not  be  made.  But,  when  it  went  through  the 
Whole,  and  obtained  the  last  finishing — namely, 
the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate — 
then  it  was  made;  and  it  would  be  an  absurdity, 
in  terms,  to  sa)r  that  more  was  necessary  to  its 
perfection.  This  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Senate  was  the  safeguard  erected  by  the  Consti- 
tution, what  thought  it  sufficient  to  preserve  it 
against  every  abuse ;  and  this  construction  of  it  is 
testified  by  innumerable  contemporaneous  author- 
ities, of  different  political  parties  and  sentiments. 
This  was  the  construction  of  President  Washing- 
ton, and  this  was  the  construction  of  the  several 
authors  of  The  Federaliit. 

Gentlemen  say  that  the  laws  of  Congress  are 
superior  to  this  power.  Mr.  H.  emphatically  dis- 
sented from  this  position.  The  Constitution  cre- 
ated the  two  distinct  branches  of  power,  at  one 
and  the  same  time,  and  by  one  and  the  same 
instrument — made  them  co-ordinate  and  co-ex- 
istent. By  the  law  of  the  land,  therefore,  the 
treaty-making  power  was  made  equal  in  these 
points^ndeed,  even  paramount  to  the  other — for 
It  imparts  to  it  the  power  to  repeal  it.  "  All  trea- 
ties (says  the  Constitution)  are  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land."  From  the  moment  of  its  ratifica- 
tion and  promulgation,  therefore,  and  accordinj^ 
to  President  Wasbington's  construction,  this 
treaty  became  the  supreme  law  of  the  land  at  once. 
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And  permic  me  tonif ,  sir,  eoDtiDued  Mr.  H.,  that 
80  it  was  eonsidered,  and  this  by  the  Bxecotive 
of  the  United  States,  which  mav  be  readilv  dem- 
onstrated by  the  deTelopment  ot  a  fact— or  which 
I  hare  been  informed,  which  I  do  firmly  believe 
to  be  trae,  and  with  which  in  ail  probability  many 
people,  perhaps  eren  here,  are  acquainted — and 
that  is^  that  circnlar  letters  of  instruction  were 
actually  printed  and  prepared  to  be  sent  off  to  the 
custom-house  officers  all  over  the  Union,  direct- 
in§[  them  to  conform  to  the  new  laws  and  reg^i- 
lations  created  by  the  treaty.  In  this  country  we 
haTO  received  intelligence  that^  under  this  coo- 
Tiction,  the  tonnage  on  American  vessels  had 
been  reduced  in  Great  Britain ;  that,  by  an  Order 
in  Council,  that  benefit  has  been  attached  in 
England  to  our  commerce ;  and  that,  in  the  con- 
fldenee  placed  in  our  fidelity,  our  trade  was  with- 
out delay  exempted  from  duties,  so  that  there 
a  vested  right  has  been  created  by  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty.  In  this  country  we  were  equally 
bound  by.it  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  ioso- 
much  that  it  may  be  questioned  whether,  from 
the  moment  of  the  promulgation  of  the  ratified 
treaty  by  the  President,  any  merchant  could  be 
bound  to  ^y  the  late  duties. 

8ir,  "this  strange  f  onfusion,"-^this  bootless  em- 
barrassment-^like  many  other  difficulties,  arises 
from  gentlemen  carrying  their  party  feelings, 
their  prejudices,  and  their  passions,  home  ro  the 
Constitution.  That  great  palladium  of  our  inde- 
pendence had  been  compared  to  that  miniature 
representation  of  the  planetary  system  called  an 
Omry^  in  which  eacn  planet  runs  its  own  little 
orbit  distinct  from  those  of  the  others,  and  yet 
the  whole  is  harmonious  and  exact.  I  fear,  sir, 
that  the  experiments  which  it  seems  to  be  so  much 
the  temper  of  the  times  to  make,  will  ere  long 
crack  this  havmony.  introduce  discord  in  its  stead, 
and,  under  that  celebrated  delusion  of  the  day, 
invented  by  Mr.  Redheg^ar^tL  more  just  object  ot 
comparison  than  Lord  Orrety^s  miniature  plan 
of  the  solar  system. 

Qentlemen  complain  that  the  Bxecotive,  by 
this  act,  trenches  upon  the  LegislatiA  branch  of 
the  Constitution.  And  see,  sir,  what  at  the  same 
time  they  themselves  aim  at  doing !  Under  the 
power  vested  in  them  by  the  Constitution,  the 
President  and  Senate  make  a  treaty ;  and  because 
appropriations  may  be  requisite,  not  so  much  to 
execute  it.  as  in  coosequeiiee  of  its  execution,  they 
would  take  upon  them,  by  a  bare  nnjority  of 
this  Houae— perhaps  of  but  one— to  defeat  that 
whole  Constitutional  branch,  (the  treaty-making 
power.)  aasuming,  on  patriotic  pretences,  to  ele- 
vate themselves  above  it.  Would  it  not  be  a 
gross  anomalv,  sir,  if  the  Constitutional  act  of  the 
Ptesident  and  the  Senate— that,  too,  not  of  the 
Senate  voting  as  in  ordinary  by  a  bare  majority 
of  perhaps  one,  but  by  two-thirds  of  the  Senate 
against  the  other  third— should  be  annulled  bv 
this  branch  of  the  Legislature  ?  Shall  it  be  said, 
that,  because  the  execution  of  this  treaty  might 
require  an  appropriation  of  money--^SQppose  to 
pay  their  salaries  to  the  commissioners  employed 
to  run  our  new  British  line,  and  gtntlemen  shmtld 


take  it  in  their  heads  to  dislike  that  provisfon^- 
that  therefore  this  House  can,  on  that  miserable 
pretext,  nullify  the  treaty-making  power,  and 
thereby  strip  our  Gk>vernment  of  tne  most  essen- 
tial article  of  self-preservation — I  say,  sir,  aeff^ 
orwertKrtiott,  because,  what  ha9  been  done  may 
oe  done  again  ?  And  suppose  Eneland,  liberated 
from  her  European  struggles^  and  again  at  war 
with  us;  her  hordes  of  soldiers  landed  on  our 
shore;  our  Capitol  taken  and  burnt;  our  cities 
sacked,  beggared,  and  in  possession  of  the  enemy ; 
our  once  opulent  people,  and  tbe  repositories  of 
their  wealth — the  banks— not  on  the  verge  merely, 
bat  tumbling  into  the  very  gulf  of  bankruptcy — 
to  what  refuge  should  our  Government  resort  to 
save  all  that  was  not  already  in  the  enemy's 
hands,  when  that  sacred  part  of  ourGbvernment, 
4lie  power  of  treating,  was  destroyed,  or  lodged 
nofDnerel  Or.  suppose  all  that  portion  of  the 
country  included  between  Massachusetts  and  the 
British  possessions  were  in  the  hands  of  the  ene- 
my, and  by  our  Ministers  at  Ghent  treating  on 
the  basis  or  the  utipomdetii  so  much  of  our  conn* 
try  was  shifted  over  to  Britain  by  treaty,  would 
this  House  be  competent  to  legislate  for  Uastine  ? 
No.  We  might  declare  war  against  and  endea- 
vor to  fight  for  it,  if  we  could,  but  we  could  not 
legislate  away  the  treaty. 

Sir,  the  radical  error,  in  this  measure,  and  all 
the  difficulties  that  hang  over  the  proceeding, 
arise  from  a  fond  indulgence  of  the  fancy  in  ex- 
treme cases— cases  that  can  never,  without  a  vio- 
lation of  the  ordinary  course  of  things,  exist — 
from  supposing  the  Executive  capaUe  of  acts 
compounded  with  madness,  folly,  and  baseness ; 
and  from  supposing  it  and  two-tnirds  of  the  Seii« 
ale  rank,  corrupt,  and  profligate  beyond  example; 
But,  sir,  if  these  things  even  did  occur,  the  na* 
tional  oecasioo  would  provide  for  itself.  On  the 
whole,  sir,  I  consider  the  interference  of  this 
House  with  the  treaty-making  power  an  usurfMi-' 
tion ;  that  it  would  be  uojustilable  in  us  to  legis- 
late upon  it ;  that  the  treaty  is  capable  of  exe- 
cuting iteelf ;  and  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
any  law  whatever  to  be  enacted  in  respect  to  it. 

On  these  ffrounda,  sir,  I  move  that  the  bill  be 
postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  LowROBs,  having  further  expressed  his 
anxiety  to  avoid  a  direct  rejection  of  the  Senate's 
bill,  varied  his  motion  so  as  to  supersede  Mr. 
Haimoii'b,  moving  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Which  motioa  was  then  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative without  a  division. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
their  bill  on  the  subfect,  beine  a  bill  ''to  relate 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  according  to 
the  Convention  of  Commerce,"  dbe. ;  and  the  ques- 
tion still  being  <'  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?» 

Mr.  STANPoan  said,  be  would  beg  leave  to 
make  his  acknowledgments  to  the  House,  if  the 
adjournment  of  yesterday  evening  was  to  afibrd 
him  the  opportunity  of  making  the  few  remarks 
he  bad  intended  to  make  before  the  question  was 
taken.  He,  however^  had  no  wish  to  consume 
bat  a  few  minutes  6f  the  time  of  the  House,  and 
billed  that  ke  would  not  then  do  it. 
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He  said,  he  was  aa  dd  VMiaber,  and  on  the 
questioo  before  the  House,  as  gentlemea  debated 
iiy.siood  committed  as  to  the  coarse  he  shopld  take^ 
and,  under  like  circumstaooes,  should  still  leel  it 
his  duty  to  take  \  but  in  his  juds meat  the  bill  before 
them  did  not  iovolTe  the  old  queslioo,  whether 
this  House  had,  or  had  not  the  power,  io  certain 
eases,  to  gire  elfeet  to  a  treaty.  Such  cases  might 
exist,  and  might  well  be  supposed  to  exist,  where 
appropriations  were  called  for,  or  where  regula- 
tions became  necessary,  growing  out  of  legislative 
power  to  give  effect  to  a  treaty,  as  in  the  case  of 
acquiring  territory — or  where  the  treaty  itself 
should  stipulate  for  some  legislative  provision  in 
fulfilment  of  its  views.  In  such  eases  he  held  it, 
he  said,  that  the  House  had  aoc  o&ly  the  power 
to  legisjaie  to  give  effect  to  such  treaty,  under  its 
own  discretion,  but,  under  the  same  disecetion,  to 
refuse  to  legislate,  and  defeat  the  ends  of  such 
treaty.  Any  other  doctrine,  he  contended,  would 
lead  to  the  absurdity  of  lefflslatlon,  without  the 
right  to  deliberate;  or  to  uiat  of  voting  without 
the  right  to  judge  whether  the  measure  was,  or 
was  not,  for  the  public  good. 

Although,  therefore,  be  did  not  believe  the 
Constitution  gave,  or  was  intended  to  give  any 
direct  share  in  the  treaty-making  power,  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  yet  that  it  held  an  in- 
direct control  over  a  certain  elass  of  treaties,  he 
could  not  be  brought  to  doubt.  He  meant,  to  be 
sure,  such  treaties,  and  such  only,  as  those  to 
whose  provisions  legislation  became  indispensa* 
bio— as  without  the  passage  of  some  law  of  Con-* 
gross,  they  could  not  go  into  effect;  of  this  de- 
scription, he  conceived  those  to  be,  of  which  he 
bad  spoken. 

As  the  most  of  our  treaties,  however,  were  not 
of  such  description,  but  soeb  as  were  sufficiently 
fall  in  theirdetails,  and  went  plainly  and  obviously 
to  their  intended  objects,  it  would  seem  equally  { 
absurd  lo  attempt  to  legislate  them  into  effect-^ 
or,  in  the  language  of  the  gentleaoan  from  Mary- 
land, (Mr.  PiNKMBT,)  by  a  law  to  reecho  the 
very  words  of  a  treaty,  thereby  to  seen  to  give 
it  effect*  Mr.  S«  said,  if  his  views  were  correct, 
and  he  must  own  he  felt  the  fullest  confidenoe  io 
them  himself,  he  could  not  see  how  genilemea 
could  press  the  necessity  of  the  present  law,  to 
give  effect  to  or  regulate  anytbtog  io  the  late 
conmeroial  treaty  with  Gkeat  BrilatiL  It  is  cer* 
taittlr  a  ueaty  of  the  latter  deseripttoo,  plain  and 
simple  in  its  details,  and  one  which  calls  for  no 
appropriation,  no  authoritative  law,  nor  regnla- 
tiOD  of  any  kuid.  Already  has  the  Presideni sent 
it  oat  with  his  proelaawtioni  and  he  mart  twve 
consideied  it  as  having  eflect  from  the  time,  or 
be  oo|^ht  not  to  have  proclaimed  it. 

This  question  came  up  between  the  two  Houses, 
under  the  former  British  treaty,  for  the  first  time, 
upon  a  call  for  an  appropriation  to  carry  it  into 
effect.  Again,  a  few  years  after,  under  the  for- 
eign intercourse  bill,  when  the  House  claimed  the 
exercise  of  some  discretion  in  voting  for  or  against 
the  salaries  of  certain  Ministers  whom  the  Presi- 
deni aiid  Senate  had  appointed  on  missions  abroadi 
which  the  House  did  not  approve,  and  thought 
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proper  to  oppose.  In  both  these  instances,  the 
appropriatioQs  were  made,  notwithstanding  the 
opposmoo ;  but.  io  the  third  instance,  an  appro* 
priation  was  called  for,  and  refused,  to  carry  into 
effect  an  Indian  treaty  in  the  Yazoo  country. 
The  reason  for  this  refusal  is  well  known,  but 
the  difficulty  being  removed  at  a  subsequent  pe* 
riod,  the  money  was  voted,  and  the  treaty  carried 
into  effect.  Mr.  S.  said,  in  the  case  of  the  acqui- 
sition of  Louisiana,  legislation  became  necessary, 
not  only  to  appropriate  money,  but  to  extend  gov« 
emment  to  the  citizens  of  that  Territorj,  and  no 

?[uestion  or  difficulty  was  made  about  it,  and  he 
elt  persuaded  it  was  a  rightful  claim  on  our  part, 
to  exercise  a  sound  discretion  in  all  such  eases. 

But  how  gentlemen  brought  up  the  question 
under  the  present  treaty,  he  could  not  perceive. 
The  treaty  called  for  no  money,  no  regulation, 
no  lawj  as  a  tine  qua  nan  to  its  existence.  As 
well  might  we  be  called  upon  to  pass  laws  to  give 
effect  to  the  various  Indian  treaties,  which  are 
now  going  out  before  the  public  under  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation.  So  far  as  I  know,  no  one 
thinks  of  any  law,  as  necessary  to  their  entire  effect. 
He  would  ask,  he  said,  how  came  it  to  pass  that 
no  law  was  ihouj^ht  necessarv  to  give  effect  to 
the  treaty  with  France,  whicn  terminated  the 
kind  of  war  which  Mr.  Adams  had  gone  into 
with  that  nation  in  defenceof  our  maritime  rights? 
It  is  not  sufficient  to  say  that  the  friends  or  bis 
Administration  did  not  preftend  to  think  any  law 
necessary.  The  fact  is,  that  although  the  treaty 
was  negotiated  and  concluded  by  Mt.  Adams,  it 
was  at  the  very  close  of  his  Administration,  and 
was  of  course  carried  into  effect  by  Mr.  Jefferson 
and  his  friends,  and  they  never  seemed  to  think 
any  act  of  Congress  necessary  to  give  it  effect. 
So  far  from  it.  Mr.  Jefferson,  without  any  other 
law,  or  rule  of  construction  to  guide  him,  except 
the  treaty  itself,  took  it  upon  himself  to  repair 
the  Berceau  at  the  cost  of  more  than  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  to  restore  her  thus  equipped  to 
France,  and  he  was  defended  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  nothing  more  than  a  fair  and  liberal  con- 
struction of  the  treaty,  which  stipulated  the  sur- 
render of  captures  on  both  sides. 

But  a  case  still  more  recent  presents  itself.  He 
cited  the  Treaty  of  Peace  so  lately  concluded 
with  Great  Britain.  That  treaty  went  into  im- 
mediate effect  under  the  President's  proclamatiou, 
and  one  of  the  effects  of  the  treaty  was  to  surren- 
der to  the  British  the  islands  in  the  Passamaquod- 
dy  with  all  their  population,  customs,  and  laws, 
and  all  rhis  by  virtue  of  the  treaty,  without  any 
law — nor  was  it  even  suggested  that  that  House 
had  to  legislate  about  it.  Or,  are  we  to  understand 
that  all  our  municipal  laws  are  still  In  force  about 
Moose  Island?  That  our  revenue  cutters  are 
still  under  orders  to  ply  about  that  island,  and 
guard  the  United  States  against  smuggling  and 
smu^fflors  from  that  quarter  ?  Our  revenue  laws 
remain  unrepealed,  and  people  are  bound  by  them 
unless  the  treaty  has  superseded  them ;  and  thai 
it  has  so  superseded  them,  it  is  difficult  even  to 
make  a  question.  We  know  that  our  laws  are. 
not  there  regarded. 
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Mr.  S.  then  eoncladed  his  remftrka  with  obserr- 
ing,  that  if  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  be  correct, 
it  would  seem  to  htm  thejr  ought  to  assume  the 
ground  of  legislating  all  treaties  into  effect  as  well 
as  this ;  and  if  thef  did  not  intend  to  go  so  far 
as  that,  he  thought  the^  might  well  hare  dis- 
pensed with  legislating  in  the  present  instance. 
For  his  part  he  could  not  see  that  it  was  neces- 
sary, and  should  TOte  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  PiCKERiifO  rising  to  speak,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

FaiDAT,  January  12. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Connecticut, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Hdlbebt  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
manufacturers  of  domestic  goods,  in  Berkshire 
county  and  Sute  of  MassachusettSi  praying  that 
the  existing  duties  on  the  yarious  domestic  nun- 
ufactures  may  be  abolished. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  HoPKiNSON  presented  a  petition  of  Daniel 
Pettibone,  prayins  compensation  for  the  use^  in 
Ihe  armories  of  the  United  States,  of  a  machine, 
invented  by  him,  for  the  boring  of  gun  barrels. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  presented  on  the  29(h 
ultimo,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, and  for  admission  of  such  State  into  the 
Union,onan  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickebiito,  the  Clerk  of  this 
House  was  directed  to  purchase,  for  the  use  of 
the  House,  five  copfes  of  the  Laws  of  the  United 
States. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Pigkbbino,  that 
the  House  rescind  the  order  of  yesterday  for 
the  purchase  of  twenty-five  copies  of  Graydon's 
Digest  \  and  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  North 
Carolina,  to  amend  the  rules,  so  as  to  admit  with- 
in the  Hall  of  Congress  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Navy  Board ;  and  the  same  being  again  read, 
was  concurred  in  by  theUouse. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Marsh,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the  times  of  holding  the 
circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  district  of  Vermont. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "confirming 
to  the  Navigation  Company  of  New  Orleans,  the 
use  and  possession  of  a  lot  in  the  said  city,"  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for « regulating  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  according  to  the  late  convention  with 
Great  Britain— the  question  still  being  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill^ 


Mr.  PioKBBmo  said,  that  after  so  long  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  question  before  the  House,  he 
would  not  have  risen  had  not  some  lights,  in 
which  it  should  be  viewed,  passed  unobserved. 

In  this  country,  said  he,  we  hold  that  all  the 
powers  of  Government  originate  with  the  People. 
Those  powers  the  people  might  distribute  in  any 
manner  they  pleased.  They  might  hsve  vested 
all  legislative  power  in  <»ne  man ;  in  a  President, 
or  in  a  President  and  Senate,  or  in  a  President, 
Senate,  and  House  of  Representatives.  To  see 
how  they  have  in  fact  distributed  the  powers  of 
Government,  we  must  look  to  the  Constitutioo, 
which  they  have  framed  for  that  purpose. 

The  first  clause  in  the  Constitution  reads  thus: 
^  All  le^lative  powers  herein  granted,  shall  be 
vested  m  a  Congress  of  the  United  States,  whieh 
shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives." And  the  inference  of  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  is,  that  whatever 
powers  are  expressly  granted  lb  Congress,  are 
exclusively  granted  \  or,  if  any  other  branches  of 
the  Gbvernment  act  upon  the  subjects  of  those 
powers,  the  concurrence  of  this  House  is  neces- 
sary to  render  their  acts  valid.  But  if  gentlemen 
wiU  turn  to  the  seventh  section  of  the  first  article 
of  the  Constitution,  they  will  see  an  important 
restriction  on  the  sweeping  legislative  power  ap- 
parently granted  to  the  Senate  and  House  in  the 
first  section :  ^  Every  btU  which  shall  have  passed 
the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate, 
shall,  before  it  shall  become  a  law,  be  presented 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,"  for  his  ap- 

I probation ;  without  whieh  it  will  not  become  a 
aw«  unless,  on  a  reconsideration  of  it,  with  ^4he 
President's  objections,  it  shall  be  approved  by 
two-thirds  of  each  House.  Here,  then,  is  one  ex- 
ception to  the  sweeping  legislative  powers  granted 
to  Congress,  as  composed  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  that  is,  of  bare  majorities  of 
the  two  Houses;  and  a  special  legislative  power 
is  created,  and  vested  in  two-thirds  of  the  two 
Houses,  whose  concurrence  is,  in  such  case,  ne- 
cessary to  make  a  law. 

In  like  manner,  is-  complete  legislative  power 
vested  in  the  President  and  Senate.  For  we  see, 
in  the  passage  of  the  Constitution  so  often  re- 
cited, that  all  treaties  made  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States^are  declared  to  be  the  law 
of  the  land ;  and  the  President  and  Senate  are  ex- 
clusively vested  with  the  power  to  make  treaties, 
two*thiras  of  the  Senators  present  concurring.* 

•  When  it  is  dedarsd,  that  « this  ConstitatioB,  sad 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  shsU  be  asads  i& 
pttvsusnee  thereof  and  all  treaties  made,  or  which  shall 
be  made,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land;"  no  more  is 
meant,  than  they  are  supreme  in  relation  to  the  oon- 
stitution  and  laws  of  the  individusl  States ;  and  henoe, 
after  declaring  what  shall  be  the  supreme  law  <:^  the 
land,  the  CoDititotton  adds,  "  and  the  judges  in  every 
State  shall  be  bound  thereby ;  anything  in  the  consti- 
tution or  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contraiy  notwith- 
standing." In  one  other  sense,  indeed,  the  Constttu- 
tion  is  the  supreme  law,  because  it  is  the  act  of  Ihe 
people  in  their  soveneign  cspadty,  in  the   several 
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But  it  is  said,  that  amoDj;'  the  rarious  powers 
granted  to  Coogress,  oae  is  "  to  regulate  com* 
merce  with  foreign  oaiions;"  aod  that  if  such 
regulation  of  commerce  be  made  the  subject  of  a 
treaty,  an  act  of  Congress,  including  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House,  is  requisite  to  make  it  the 
law  of  the  land.  Here  the  negotiating  of  a  treaty 
and  the  nuking  of  a  treaty  are  compounded, 
although  they  are  perfectly  distinct.  When  a 
Minister,  or  other  Executire  agent,  has  negotiated 
a  treaty,  it  is^  by  the  President,  laid  before  the 
Senate;  and  when,  with  their  advice  and  consent, 
it  is  ratified  by  the  President,  it  is  made— it  is 
complete;  and  no  act  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives can  add  anything  to  its  validity.  The 
word  made  is  equally  applicable  to  laws  and  to 
treaties.  ^This  Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  made  in  pursuance^thereof,  and  all 
treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land." 

As  to  the  subjects  of  treaties:  When  the  fram- 
ars  of  the  Constitution  gave  to  the  President  and 
Senate  power  to  make  them,  without  specifying 
or  limiting  the  subjects  to  which  they  should  be 
confined,  it  is  plain  the  term  treaties  was  intended 
to  embrace  the  usual  subjects  of  these  contracts 
between  nations.  At  the  time  when  the  Consti- 
tution was  ordained,  we  had  four  commercial 
treaties — with  France.  Holland,  Prussia,  and 
Sweden ;  and  a  treaty  of  alliance,  and  a  conven- 
tion or  treaty  relating  to  consuls,  with  France. 
All  these  subjects,  then,  it  is  certain,  are  within 
the  treaty-making  power  of  the  President  and 
Senate.  The  convention  with  Qreat  Britain,  to 
which  the  bill  before  us  refers,  embraces  but  two 
of  them-*»com  merce  and  consuls. 

But,  seeing  that  Congress  have  power  to  regu- 
late commerce  with  foreign  nations,  why  should 
it  be  made  the  subject  of  treaties?  The  answer 
is,  to  give  stability  and  security  to  commerce. 
Suppose  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
merely  bv  laws  of  the  two  countries,  had  equal- 
ized the  outiee  on  American  and  British  vessels 
and  their  cargoes,  in  the  manner  provided  by  the 
commercial  convention,  and  suppose  that,  in  ex- 
pectation of  the  permanency  ot  those  laws,  the 
growers  of  cotton  and  tobacco  in  the  United 

States;  and  oamiot  be  changed  but  by  a  like  ad  of 
sovereignty.  Hence  the  laws  enacted  by  Congress  ate 
lequiied  to  be  made  In  pursuance  of  the  Constitution. 
And  although  no  such  restriction  is  laid  on  treaties, 
because  treaties  embrace  some  sulijects  not  mentioned 
in  the  Constitntion^  (such  ss  the  msking  of  peace  and 
forming  alliances  with  foreign  nations,)  yet  a  treaty, 
no  more  than  an  act  of  Congress,  which  should  con- 
tain any  proTiBion  violating  the  Constitution,  would  be 
of  any  validity.  For  the  treaty-making  power  of  the 
President  and  Senate,  as  well  as  the  ic^gislative  power 
of  Congress,  being  derived  from  the  Constitution,  eveiy 
exertion  of  that  power  in  repugnance  to  it,  or  involv- 
ing the  abrogation  of  any  of  its  provisions,  must  neces- 
sarily be  void.  To  msintaia  the  contrary,  would  be 
equally  absurd  as  to  say,  that  a  superstructure  could 
stand  when  its  fimndatkm  was  rsmoved,  or  that  a 
hmMh  could  nlaiii  life  wiMQifae  root  waa  dead. 


States  were  to  ship  those  articles  in  vessels  of  the 
United  States  to  Qreat  Britain,  and,  pending  the 
voyage,  the  Qovernment  of  that  country  should 
deem  it  expedient  to  repeal  her  eciualizing  laws, 
and  restore  the  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage 
and  impost  on  American  vessels  and  their  car- 
goes; this  would  bring  a  very  serious  loss  oa 
tho>e  owners.  But  a  treaty  would  prevent  such 
repeal,  and  consequent  injury. 

To  a  just  understanding  of  the  qneation  befora 
the  House,  another  distinction  should  be  taken ; 
that  is,  between  the  validity  and  the  execution  of 
a  treaty.  While  gentlemen  on  the  other  aide 
(with  a  single  exception)  admit  that  some  trea- 
ties made  by  the  President  and  Senate  are  valid, 
without  anv  act  to  be  done  on  the  part  of  tbb 
House,  such  as  simple  treaties  of  peace^  and  eveo 
of  alliance ;  seeing  no  special  power  is  granted 
to  Congress  by  the  Constitution,  to  make  peace' 
and  form  alliances;  yet  it  is  said,  that  when  the 
intervention  of  this  House  is  necessary,  as  in  pro- 
viding and,  making  appropriations  of  money  to 
carry  treaties  into  execution,  then  the  sanction  of 
this  House  is  requisite  to  give  them  a  binding 
force.  But  let  it  be  suppos^  that  the  Constitu- 
tion, instead  of  vesting  we  whole  treaty-making 
power  in  the  President  and  Senate,  had  ordained 
that  no  treaty  should  be  valid,  unless  approved 
by  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and  suppose, 
also,  that  all  the  three  branches  of  Government 
concurring,  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  limiu  were 
made,  such  as  that  with  Spain,  in  1795,  no  one 
would  then  question  its  validity ;  and  yet,  unless 
the  President  and  Senate  appointed  commission- 
ers to  run  the  boundary  lines,  to  mark  the  limito 
of  the  respective  territories,  and  unless  the  House 
of  •Representatives,  concurring  with  the  President 
and  Senate,  appropriated  money  to  defray  the 
expense  thereof,  the  treaty  would  reoMin  un- 
executed. 

According  to  the  doetrtne  maintained  by  the 
framer  aod  advocates  of  the  bill  before  us,  there 
have  never  been  anv  valid  treaties  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  nations,  since  the  or- 

Smization  of  our  Government;  for  no  law  of 
ongress  has  re-enacted  their  articles,  (aa  is  at- 
tempted by  the  present  bill,)  or  by  a  general  enact- 
ment pronounced  them  to  ae  the  law  of  the  land. 
Take  up  any  of  those  treaties;  for  instance,  the 
treaties  of  1795  with  Great  Britain  and  Spain, 
where  the  appointment  of  commissioners  and  ap- 
propriations of  money  were  necessary  to  their 
execution.  Congress  passed  iawy  maxing  such 
appropriations;  not  to  give  validity  to  the  trea- 
ties^ but  simply,  in  the  Unguage  of  those  laws,  to 
carry  them  into  effect. 

But  shall  treaties  operate  a  repeal  of  a  law  of 
the  United  States?  xes,  because  treaties  being, 
equally  with  acts  of  Congress,  the  law  of  xh» 
land,  they  must  repeal  all  the  provisions  of  prior 
laws  contravening  their  stipulations — according 
to  the  well-known  maxim,  that  the  latter  laws 
repAl  all  antecedent  laws  containing  contraven- 
ing provisions;  and  so  long  as  treaties  exist,  so 
long  the  Government  and  nation  are  bound  to 
oheave  them,  and  the  deeiaions  of  the  judgas 
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smst  coDform  to  their  stipalations.  Bat  is  irea*  | 
ties  maf  thns  annal  the  laws  of  Congress,  so  may 
these  laws  annul  treaties;  and  when  Cong^ress 
shall,  by  a  formal  act,  declare  a  treaty  no  longer 
obligatory  on  the  United  States,  the  judges  mast 
abandon  the  treaty,  and  obey  the  law.  And  why  ? 
Becaose  the  whole  authority,  on  oar  part,  which 
gave  existence  and  force  to  the  treaty,  is  with- 
drawn by  the  annalling  act«  Sach  is  the  efieet 
of  a  law  of  Congress  declaring  war  against  a  na- 
tion between  whom  and  the  United  States  any 
treaties  had  been  made.  Take  for  example  the 
case  of  France,  with  whom  we  had  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce,  a  treaty  of  alliance,  and  a 
consular  conTeation.  These  treaties  havinip  been 
repeatedly  violated  on  the  part  of  the  French 
Government,  and  the  just  claims  of  the  United 
States  for  reparation  of  the  injuries  so  committed 
liaving  been  refused;  and  their  attempts  to  nego- 
tiate an  amicable  adjustment  of  ail  complaints 
between  the  two  nations  having  been  repelled 
with  indignity ;  and  as  the  French  persisted  in 
their  system  of  predatory  violence,  infracting 
those  treaties,  and  hostile  to  the  rights  of  a  free 
and  independent  nation ;  for  these  causes  expli- 
citly, Congress,  in  July,  1796.  passed  a  law,  enact^ 
ing  that  those  treaties  should  not  thenceforth  be 
f egarded  as  legally  obligatory  on  the  Government 
or  citizeos  of  the  United  States ;  and  two  days 
afterwards  Congress  passed  another  law,  aothor- 
iziag  the  capture  of  all  French  armed  vetssels.  to 
which  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  long 
had  been,  and  continued  to  be,  the  prev.  And  as 
in  this,  so  in  every  other  case  in  which  Congress 
shall  judge  there  existed  good  and  sufficient  cause 
for  declaring  a  treaty  void,  they  will  so  pro- 
nounce, either  because  they  intend  to  declare 
war,  or  because  they  are  willing  the  United  States 
should  meet  a  war,  to  be  declared  on  the  other 
side,  as  less  injurious  to  the  country  than  an  ad* 
hereoce  to  the  treaty.  But  should  Congress,  with- 
out adequate  cause,  declare  a  treaty  no  longer 
obligatory,  they  must  be  prepared  to  meet  the  re- 
proach of  peridy,  bendes  exposing  the  United 
States  to  the  evils  of  war.  should  the  offended  na- 
tion think  fit  to  avenge  the  wrong,  by  making  war 
upon  them. 

A  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  RiiniOLra,) 
among  other  reasons  vHiy  this  House  should 
claim,  atid  exercise  »  a  right,  the  giving[  of  its 
fortnal  sanction  to  a  treaty,  said,  that  foreign  b»- 
tions  would  place  more  confidence  in  treaties  so 
sanctioned.  Mp*  P*  b«ld  the  contrary  optaion. 
Foreign  nations,  he  remarked,  with  whom  we 
should  negotiate  treaties,  would  look  into  our 
Constitution,  to  see  where  the  power  to  make 
treaties  was  lodged ;  and  finding  it  vested  ra  the 
President  and  Senate  excIusiTelV;  if  tiiey  saw 
that,  in  practice,  the  House  of  Represents tives 
interposed  its  pretensions,  that  the  assent  ot  that 
House  also  was  necessary ;  and  if  they  saw  the 
President  and  Senate  yielding  to  such  preten^ 
sions'— to  such  a  manifest  encroachment  on  ^eir 
exclusive  powers— instead  of  iacreasing,  it  would 
^mtoish  their  eonfldenee  in  the  acta  of  the  Qov- 
efnanient.    For  eonfida&ee  is  inspired  and  best  se- 


cured by  the  stability  of  a  Qovernment,  and  the 
adherence  of  all  its  branches  to  their  respective 
rights. 

Mr.  P.  concluded  his  observations  in  sayioff, 
that  the  Senate  would  feel  it  its  duty  to  maintain 
its  Constitutional  rights.  That,  having  aoled 
with  the  President  in  makinff  the  Commercial 
Treaty  with  Great  Britain,  which  had  thus  be* 
come  the  law  of  the  land,  it  was  not  to  be  ex* 
pected  that  the  Senate  would  adopt  the  bill  Be* 
fore  the  House,  and  thus  re>enact  the  articles  it 
had  so  receaily  enacted ;  and  in  the  last  artide 
expressly  declared  to  be  binding  and  obligatory 
on  the  United  States.  It  would  be  better,  there* 
fore,  not  to  send  the  bill  to  the  Senate. 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  Hstened  to  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
PiGKBRUfo)  with  the  attention  due  to  age  aad 
experience.  The  important  offices  he  has  held 
under  this  Government,  and  the  extended  period 
of  his  political  life,  claim  for  his  opinioiis  partic- 
ular respect.  But  the  tribute  of  respect  is  all  I 
can  psy.  I  cannot  assent  to  his  construction  of 
the  Constitution,  as  it  applies  either  to  the  legis- 
lative or  the  treaty-making  power.  In  my  judg* 
meot  these  powers,  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  are  perfectljr  distinct  in  relation 
both  to  the  authority  exercising  them,  and  the 
subjects  upon  which  they  can  definitively  ace 
A  treaty  is  a  compact  of  accommodation  betweea 
independent  States,  relating  to  their  public  afiaira. 
It  derives  all  its  efficacy  from  the  consent  and 
agreement  of  the  parties;  it  opemtes  upon  the 
willing  oaly;  it  is  obeyed  by  the  parties  no 
longer  than  obedience  is  voluntary.  If  itt  en* 
gagements  are  violated,  there  is  no  ifibunal  com- 
petent to  afford  redress ;  recompense  can  be  Ibend 
only  in  the  provisions  of  a  new  compact,  equally 
voluntary  to  the  first,  or  io  a  resort  to  il^  iUmA 
nUic  regUBu  The  proper  subjects  of  treaty  ar- 
rangement are,  those  to  which  legislative  power 
cannot  reach  by  reason  of  its  limited  jarisdiettOB* 
Were  it  not  for  thb,  no  treaty  would,  or  indeed 
could,  be  made ;  there  could  be  no  pities  caps* 
ble  of  contracting.  Freedom  of  will  would  be 
wanting,  for  it  is  of  the  nature  of  legislative 
power  to  impose  upon  all  persons,  subject  to  its 
jurisdiction,  an  obliytion  to  eonlbrm  themselves 
tie  the  role  it  presembes.  It  possesses  withn  t^ 
self  a  capaeity  of  nneldBg  aft  Ivws  necessarr  to 
carry  its  enactments  imo  complete  exec«llee; 
all  other  power  b  inferior  and  suMect  to  its  con*- 
trd.  It  is  re&tmined  only  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  Govermsent  under  whitstt  it  acts,  and  lim- 
ited only  by  its  territorial  jurisdiction :  *'  The  idea 
^  of  law  necessarily  comprehends  that  of  a  pen- 

*  alty»  consequent  upon  its  violation,  of  a  tribunal 

*  which  determines  the  penalty,  and  a  physical 

*  force  to  put  it  in  execution."  In  a  Government 
where  the  will  of  a  despot  is  the  supreme  law,  it 
is  immaterial  to  the  subject  whether  that  will  be 
expressed  in  the  annunciation  of  a  treaty  or  an 
ediet;  but  in  a  Qovernment  where  the  law-mak* 
lag  power  is  vested  in  thtee  depaftmenfi%  and  the 
ueaty-makiag  or  bai^aiog  power  ita  two  ttf 
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tbem,  it  may  become  Ttatly  important  to  ottional 
UbertjTi  tiiat  these  two  damrtmeiiU  should  not  be 
persuttpd,  in  the  form  of  treaties,  to  eiercise  the 
sorereign  power  of  enacting  and  repealing  laws. 
Does,  then,  the  Gonstitntion  give  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  the  power,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  in  the  form  of 
a  treaty,  to  legislate  for  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, by  repealinff  the  laws  of  Congress  and  enact- 
ing others  in  their  etead  %  Tht  question  is  im- 
portant; it  shonld  betliscaased  with  temperance, 
and  decided  with  firmness.  I  acree  with  my 
honorable  coilea|;ue  (Mr.  Gold)  that  the  present 
occasion  is  aaspwions  for  both. 

It  is  admitted  on  both  sides  of  the  House  that 
the  treaty  now  under  oonsideratioa  is  well  ad* 
vised,  and  ought  to  be  carried  into  full  execution 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  But  it  is  de- 
nied by  the  honorable  member  from  Massachu- 
setts. (Idr.  PicKBBiNO.)  and  by  most  of  those  who. 
on  this  occasion,  rote  with  him,  that  a  law  of 
Congress  is  neceesary  to  give  it  effect,  because 
the  Constitution  declares  that  the  President  shall 
have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senators  present  concur ;  and  that 
all  treaties  made,  or  to  be  made,  under  the  au« 
thority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme 
law  of  ihe  land. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  municipal  law  main- 
tains its  obligation  over  all  those  subjects  which 
«ie  within  iu  jurisdiction,  and  that  a  treaty  law 
enforces  its  agreements  or  compacts  onlv  on  public 
international  affairs  which  municipal  law  cannot 
reach.  A  law  of  Coos ress  compels  obedience  to  its 
aaaetments  on  all  sdbjects  over  which  legislative 
power  is  granted  to  that  body  by  the  ConstituUoni 
but  what  power  is  more  clearly  grafted  than  that 
of  regulating  commerce  9  And  what  law  is  more 
purely  municipal  than  that  which  prescribes  the 
sum  of  money  to  be  paid  on  the  importation  into 
a  territory  of  a  particular  article  of  trade  or  com* 
meree  ?    It  enters  into  considerations  of  domestic 
policy,  equally  important  and    various.     The 
wants  of  the  citizens  of  a  State,  bota  in  peace 
and  war ;  the  encoun^meat  of  their  home  man- 
lifactnies,  and  Keherally  their  whole  domestic 
4B0fteernS)  are  affected  bf  iu    It  is,  therefore,  a  fit 
subject  of  municipal  legislation.    By  whom  then 
is  such  legislation  to  be  exercised^    The  Consti- 
tution, ia  the  first  aeetiou  of  iu  first  article,  gives 
the  anawer:    ''All    legislative    powers    herein 
granted  shall  be  vested  in  a  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  which  shall  coustst  of  a  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives."    The  eighth  section 
of  the  same  article,  which  grants  to  Congress  the 
power  of  declaring  war,  raiting  and  supporting 
armies,  and  coining   money,  grants,  in  teems 
equally  strong  and  ^finite,  the  power  also  of  lay- 
ing duties  and  reguiatittg  commuerce.    But  it  is 
contended,  that  as  a  treaty  is  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land,  so  it  attaches  to  itsdf  the  essential 
quality  of  all  other  law,  that  of  repealing  former 
laws  contradicting  its  enactments ;  and  gentle- 
men have  attempted  to  iliu^rate  this  position  by 
calling  our  atteniiOin  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and 


asking  whether  it  did  not  repeal  the  law  declar- 
ing war?  I  answer  the  inquiry  in  the  negative. 
The  act  of  declariag  war  is,  in  most  limited  Gov- 
ernments, purely  executive.  The  Constitution 
vests  the  exercise  of  that  power  in  Coogressj  and 
in  exerting  it  Congress  acts  rather  execuuvely 
than  legislatively.  An  act  declaring  the  rela- 
tions of  amity  which  had  existed  between  two 
nations,  to  be  terminated,  may  be  prefaced  with 
a  recital,  that  the  offending  nation  had  commit- 
ted acts  of  hostility  against  the  other,  and.  there- 
fore, that  a  state  of  war  existed,  as  was  done  at 
the  laat  session  of  Congress,  in  passing  the  act  for 
protecting  the  commerce  of  the  United  Stales 
against  the  Algerine  cruisers  $  or,  omitting  a  re- 
cital in  the  law,  it  may  simply  enact,  that  a  sute 
of  war  is  declared  to  exbt  between  tne  two  coun- 
tries, leaving  the  publication  of  its  causes  to  a 
report  or  manifesto,  as  was  done  in  declaring 
war  against  Great  Britain.  In  either  case  the 
law  is  pucely  declaratory.  It  presupposes  hostile 
acts  to  have  been  committed,  and  does  nothing 
more  than  promulgate,  in  an  official  form,  the 
existing  relations  b^ween  the  Go verpments  con- 
cerned. An  act  declaring  war  is  in  its  nature 
also  of  limited  duration.  The  only  legitimate 
end  of  war  is  peace.  Surely  it  is  the  only  end 
contemplated  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  to  continue  in  force  until  relations 
of  amity  shall  be  restored,  in  the  manner  pointed 
out  by  the  Constitution,  and  no  longer.  When- 
ever that  event  happens,  the  law  becomes  inap- 
plicable, and  expires  by  its  own  limitation.  A 
treaty  of  peace,  therefore,  does  not  repeal  an  act 
declaring  war. 

Neither  is  a  treaty  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  in  the  same  sense  that  either  the  Constitu- 
tion or  an  act  oi  Congress  ia  supreme.  The  sec- 
ond paragraph  of  the  Mxth  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution declares:  ''This  Constitution,  and  the 
'  laws  of  the  United  States  which  shall  be  made 
'  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treatiea  made,  or 
'  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  the 
'  United  Stales,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
'  land,  and  the  judges  in  every  State  shall  be 
'  bound  thereby  s  anything  in  the  constitution  or 
'  lawa  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing.'' 

First,  then,  the  Constitution  is  supreme,  as  he- 
ing  the  charter  of  liberty  proposed  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  by  their  convention  on  the 
17th  of  September.  1787,  and  afterwards  ratified 
bv  the  people  of  all  the  States,  which  cannot  be 
altered  by  act  of  Congress,  nor  by  treaty ;  nor  in 
any  other  manner  than  that  prescribed  by  the 
Constitmion  itself.  It  is  therefore  superior  in  dig- 
nity and  authority  to  every  other  law.  Seeono, 
laws  of  the  United  States,  made  in  pursuance  of 
the  Constitution;  and  third,  treaties  made  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  although  In- 
ferior to  the  Constitution,  are,  within  their  re- 
spective powers  of  making  laws  concerning  the 
internal,  and  making  compacts  relative  to  the  ex- 
ternal atfairs  of  the  country,  supreme  in  compar- 
ison of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  anv  State, 
and  binding  upon  the  judges  thereof!    This  con- 
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•traction  of  the  Constitation  preserres  the  har- 
mony of  all  its  parts.  It  leaves  each  department 
to  act  within  its  own  sphere,  and  conforms  to  the 
role  that,  in  expounding  an  instrament,  such  con- 
struction shall  he  adopted,  that  all  its  parts  may 
stand  together,  and  effect  be  given  to  each.  Bat 
the  construction,  advocated  by  those  who  op- 
pose the  passage  of  this  bill,  on  the  ground 
that  legislative  interference  is  unnecessary,  is  in 
manifest  contradiction  of  the  Constitution  itself, 
and  the  acknowledged  powers  of  this  House.  If 
the  words  "  supreme  law"  are  to  be  applied  in 
precisely  the  same  sense  to  the  Constitution,  to 
acts  of  Congress,  and  to  treaties,  it  follows  that  a 
treaty  is  of  equal  dignity  and  binding  obligation 
to  the  Constitution.  And,  as  a  posterior  law  re- 
peiils  all  of  a  prior  date  which  contradict  its  en- 
actments, a  treaty  may  alter,  amend,  or  repeal, 
the  Constitution  itselr.  But  the  President  and 
thirteen  Senators  may  make  a  treaty— -therefore 
they  may,  in  the  form  of  a  treaty,  make  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  which  cannot  be  made 
without  the  consent  of  three-fourths  of  the  Sutes 
in  the  Union.  Their  construction  is  in  manifest 
violation  also  of  the  acknowledged  powers  of 
Congress.  It  is  admitted  by  all  that  if  a  treaty 
contain  a  stipulation,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  to  maice  a  payment  of  muney,  that  it  can- 
not be  carried  into  effect  without  the  passage  of 
a  law  by  Congress  making  an  appropriation  for 
that  porpose— whynot?  Will  gentlemen  inform 
me?  ^  The  Constitution  does  not  ssy  that  an  ap- 
propriation law  shall  be  passed  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives.  No,  sir ;  it  only  says, 
« no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
but  in  consequence  of  appropriation  made  by  law.^' 
But  if  a  treaty  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  ca- 
pable of  altering,  amending,  or  repealing,  the  laws 
of  Congress,  money  drawn  from  the  Treasury  in 
consequence  of  an  appropriation  contained  in  a 
treaty,  would  be  drawn,  not  only  legally,  but  in 
pursuance  of  the^ supreme  law  itself;  A  conclu- 
sion, fraught  with  such  monstrous  absurdity,  has 
not  yet  found  an  advocate  on  this  floor ;  but  such 
is  the  inevitable  consequence  of  the  construction 
for  which  gentlemen  in  the  Opposition  contend. 
Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  been  asked,  whether  the 
treaty  will  not  be  executed  even  if  Congress  re- 
fuse to  pass  a  law  for  that  purpose.  I  answer  in 
the  ne^tive.  By  the  existing  laws,  goods  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  from  Great  Britain 
in  American  vessels  pay  a  certain  doty,  and  goods 
imported  in  British  vessels  pay  a  different  duty. 
By  the  treaty  it  is  agreed  that,  in  both  eases,  they 
shall  be  chai;ged  witn  the  same  duty ;  the  treaty 
does  not,  neither  could  it,  determine  what  that 
duty  should  be ;  whether  it  should  be  the  higher 
or  lower  rate,  or  a  modification  of  both ;  that  could 
only  be  decided  by  municipal  law;  to  make  that 
decision  the  bill  under  discussion  is  introduced ; 
legislation  on  the  subject  is  thought  necessary  by 
the  President  htmsell.  In  his  Message  com mu- 
nnicating  the  treaty,  he  says,  '^I  recommend  to 
Coni^ress  such  legislative  provisions  as  the  con- 
vention may  call  for  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States."    Such  is  not  the  form  in  which  treaties 


capable  of  executing  themselves  are  communi- 
eated.  For  a  proof  of  this  I  refer  gentlemen  to  the 
President's  Message  at  the  last  session  of  Coiigress,. 
announcing  the  'Treaty  of  Peace  with  ureat 
Britain. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  Constitution,  in 
its  first  article,  contains  a  declaration  that  all  le- 
gislative power  shall  be  vested  in  Congress.  The 
eighth  section  of  the  same  article  proceeds  to  enu- 
merate the  subjects  over  which  that  power  may 
be  exercised.  **  The  Congress  shall  have  power 
to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposfts,  and  ex- 
cises." But  of  what  avail  is  this  power  if  the 
President  and  thirteen  Senators  can,  by  treaty, 
abolish  a  tax  or  duty  laid  by  Congress,  and  estao- 
lish  another?  If  they  can  vary  a  tariff  of  duties 
in  any  particular,  they  can  abolish  it  altogether. 
They  can  agree  that  all  goods,  the  growtn,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture,  of  the  British  dominions, 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  United  States  free  of 
duty,  in  consideration  that  the  British  (Govern- 
ment will  extend  the  same  privilege  to  American 
produce  imported  into  Great  Britain  |  or  in  con- 
sideration that  the  British  (Government  will  grant 
to  the  United  States  the  provinces  of  Ujpper  and 
Lower  Canada,  to  be  governed  as  the  President 
and  Senate^  or  as  the  President  alone,  or  as  any 
other  individual  may  direct ;  or  in  consideration 
that  the  British  Qovernment  would  pay  to  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  or  to  the  Paymaster  (Gen- 
eral of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  an  annuity 
of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  disbursed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  or  for  any  other 
consideration  which  they  might  think  proper  to 
accept. 

^  To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
States." 

But  of  what  avail  is  this  power  if  the  President 
and  Senate  can  repeal  the  revenue  laws  of  Con- 
gress, enacted  with  a  view  to  pay  the  interest  and 
repay  the  principal  of  money  so  borrowed ;  or  if 
they  can,  by  treaty,  borrow  money  themselves 
and  pledge  the  public  faith,  or  mortgage  the  pub- 
lic lands,,for  its  reimbursement? 

"  To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations.'^ 

But  of  what  avail  is  this  power,  if  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  can  definitively  agree^  by  treaty, 
with  a  foreign  nation,  what  articles  or  commerce 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  United  States,  and 
what  excluded ;  what  duties  shall  be  paid,  and 
what  remitted ;  aod^  generally,  upon  all  subjects 
relating  to  both  foreign  and  domestic  commercial 
transactions? 

**  To  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturaliza- 
tion." 

But  of  what  avail  is  this  power,  if  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  can,  by  treaty,  stipulate  that  the 
subjects  of  a  foreign  (Government,  either  shall 
not  be  admitted  into  the  United  States,  or,  being 
admitted,  shall  not  be  naturalized,  or  it  they  eau 
repeal  the  naturalization  laws  enacted  by  Con- 
gress, and  establish  others  contradictory  thereto? 

"To  dec  la  re  war." 

Bven  this  exalted  attribute  of  sovereif^nty  is  of 
little  importance  to  Congress,  if  the  President  and 
Senate  can,  by  a  treaty  of  alliance,  biud  the  Uni- 
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ttd  Sttrtes  to  eommit  an  act  of  hoatility  agaiont 
«  nation  with  which  we  are  at  peace,  thereby 
|Nrodacing  a  state  of  actual  war  as  effectually  as 
j(  declared  by  the  Coostitational  organ  of  the 
Qovernment. 

^  To  raise  and  support  armies.^' 

But  this  grant  oi  power  may  be  rendered  i^se^ 
less,  if  the  President  and  Senate  cao,  by  treaty 
stipaLation,  fix  the  number  of  men  to  be  retained 
on  the  Military  Establishment  of  this  and  another 
eountry,  with  a  view  to  the  mutual  security  of 
both ;  or,  by  a  treaty  of  alliance,  determine  the 
contingent  offeree  to  be  furnished  by  the  United 
Sutes  and  the  amount  of  subsidy  to  be  received 
therefor. 

^'  To  provide  and  maintain  a  Navy." 

This  power  also  is  annihilated,  if  the  President 
and  Senate  can  agree  with  the  Government  of 
another  nation,  what  amovnt  of  naval  force  shall 
be  retained  in  service  by  the  respective  countries. 

The  Constitutional  power  of  Congress  over 
the  militia,  if  the  construction  advocated  on  a  for- 
mer occasion  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  PicKBBma.)  and  his  political  friends, 
be  correct,  (which  construction  has  been  sanc- 
tioned too  by  the  Government  of  more  than  one 
State  in  the  union.)  is  too  contemptible  to  justify 
a  single  remark  in  regard  to  its  possession. 

In  fine,  there  is  no  legislative  power  granted 
to  Congress  by  the  Constitution  which  the  Pres* 
ident  and  Senate  may  not  usurp,  nay,  which  they 
cannot  lawfully  exercise  under  the  construction 
ffiven  to  that  instrument  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  except  perhaps  the  power  of  exer- 
cising "  exclusive"  legislation  over  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Against  such  enormous  political  heresy,  1  am 
constrained  to  enter  my  solemn  protest ;  if  it  ever 
receives  the  sanction  of  this  House,  the  charter 
of  American  liberty  will  not  be  worth  preserving; 
the  rights,  dignity,  and  power  of  this  House,  de- 
rived not  from  sovereign  States,  but  from  a  more 
noble  right — the  people  themselves,  whose  Rep- 
resentatives we  are,  whose  wants  and  wishes  the 
Constitution  presumes  us  better  to  know  than 
any  other  branch  of  the  Grovernment,  and  to  whom 
we  are  amenable  for  the  exercise  of  the  power 
confided  to  us,  those  richts  will  be  abandoned, 
this  dignity  sullied,  and  our  power  of  standing 
between  the  people  and  oppression  will  be  gone 
forever.    The  President  and  Senate,  uniting  legis- 
lative authority    to  Executive  patronage,  will 
■lanage  the  concerns  of  the  Government  in  their 
own  way,  not  responsible  to  any  earthly  tribunal. 
Gentlemen,  however,  have  told  us  not  to  be 
alarmed,  all  is  well,  there  is  no  danger,  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senators  are  honorable  men,  good  men 
and  true,  acting  under  a  high  responsibility,  with 
wisdom  to. discern,  and  virtue  to  pursue  the  best 
interests  of  the  country.    All  this  may  be  true, 
but  what  security  have  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
their  seats  will  always  be  occupied  by  men  of  equal 
merits  ?  Kings  have  been  bribed  and  Senates  cor- 
rupted; what  has  happened  to  the  Chief  Magis- 
trates and  Senators  or  other  ages  and  nations  may. 
possibly  happen  hereafter  in  our  own  country. 


God  grant  that  it  may  not,  at  least,  that  neither 
we  nor  our  children  to  the  hundredth  generation 
may  see  the  evil.  But  should  it  be  the  misfor- 
tune of  the  American  people  to  have  the  admin- 
istration of  their  Government  committed  to  cor- 
rupt hands,  what  incalculable  mischief  would 
not  follow  the  doctrines  of  Presidential  and  Sen- 
atorial legislative  supremacy !  If  a  treaty  should 
be  made,  combining  in  its  provisions  all  theusur* 
pation  which  I  have  supposed  possible,  accom- 
panied with  circumstances  indicating  the  most 
unhallowed  ambition,  even  the  poor  satisfaction  of 
punishing  the  offenders  would  be  denied  to  the 
people.  The  Senate  is  the  sole  judge  of  its  own 
members,  who  are  not  liable  to  impeachment  in 
any  case  whatever,  and  the  President,  if  impeach- 
ed, would  be  tried  by  judges  equally  criminal  with 
himself;  who.in  their  Senatorial  capacity,advised 
the  very  act,  tor  doing  which  the  President  would 
be  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  their.  House.  The  ab- 
surdity of  such  a  trial  is  too  manifest  to  require 
comment. 
But  it  is  asked,  is  this  House  infallible  ?    Is  it 

{troof  against  corrupt  and  ambitions  influence  1 
s  its  patriotism  above  all  price  7  I  answer,  thai 
its  numerous  members,  elected  for  a  short  period 
by  the  people  themselves,  are  at  least  equally  un- 
likely to  indulge  projects  of  ambition  dangerous 
to  tne  liberties  of  their  fellow-citizens,  as  the 
members  of  the  Senate,  which  in  practice  is  al- 
most, and  in  theory  altogether,  a  permanent  body. 
The  people  have  therefore  some  additional  security 
in  the  public  virtue  of  this  House  for  at  least  hon- 
est legislation,  which  would  be  entirely  withdrawn 
by  the  construction  of  the  Constitution  against 
which  I  protest.  And  if  it  happen  contrary  to 
mv  expectation  that  the  Senate  shall  reject  this 
bill,  which  I  trust  we  shall  shortly  send  to  them 
for  their  concurrence,  the  period  will  already  have 
arrived  when  ever^  barrier  which  this  House  can 
erect  will  be  required  at  our  hands  to  guard  the 
rights  of  the  people  against  the  tyranny  of  Sena* 
torial  usurpation. 

But  we  are  again  told  to  «quiet  our  fears,  foe 
^'  there  is  no  danger."  Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  one 
of  the  first  lessons  taught  me  by  my  parents,  not 
to  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  '*  no  darker."  I  re- 
member to  have  read  in  a  good  old-fashioned  book 
that  it  was  the  doctrine  successfully  preachea 
by  the  Serpent  to  "  the  mother  of  mankind."  It 
was  in  substance  the  language  used  by  Joab,  who 
too  was  an  honorable  man,  a  chief  and  a  captain 
oyer  the  host,  while  he  was  preparing  to  plunge 
his  murderous  weapon  into  the  side  of  Abner^ 
the  son  of  Ner ;  and,  in  fine,  it  was  the  language 
of  the  Tories  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  But  it 
never  was  the  language  of  a  Revolutionary  Whig. 
When  the  British  Government  imposed  a  three- 
penny tea  tax  upon  the  people  oi  this  country, 
the  Tories,  or  as  they  called  themselves,  the  Loyr 
alists,  said,  ''  no  danger,"  it  is  an  honorable  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  power  will  not  be  abused.  But 
what  said  the  Whigs?  It  is,  said  they, the  prin- 
ciple, and  not  the  sum  against  which  we  contend. 
If  we  abandon  the  principle,  there  is  no  stopping 
point ;  we  shall  be  chained  together  like  manacled 
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attres,  and  dri?ea  wherever  oor  mMCers  j^ease  to 
drire  us.  Such  too  was  the  Uoffuage  of  Repub- 
lican Whigs  in  1796.  Aod  it  will  be  the  language 
of  Whig  principles  to  the  end  of  the  world  *,  ex- 
amine the  page  of  all  history,  aod  you  will  find 
the  no  danger  creed  recommended  by  the  Cati- 
lines,  Arnolds,  and  Leonards  of  all  nations,  and 
resisted  by  their  Franklins,  Browtfs,  and  Jacksons. 
We,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  the  people's  watchmen  f 
their  sentinels.  It  is  our  duty  to  be  vigilant,  to 
guard  their  liberties,  and  to  sound  an  alarm  at 
every  approach  of  danger ;  and,  while  I  have  the 
honor  to  occupjr  this  place,  not  one  jot  nor  one 
ttttle  of  their  rights,  nor  of  the  Constitutional 
power  of  this  House,  shall  be  usurped  by  the  Sen- 
ate, or  any  other  department  of  the  Govern  men  t, 
by  my  consent. 

Mr.  WiLDB  said  he  little  thought,  when  this 
debate  commenced,  that  it  wouM  nave  been  con* 
tinned  so  long,  and  thought  as  little  that,  in  the 
course  of  it,  he  should  have  troubled  the  House 
with  any  remarks.  Till  now,  indeed,  he  had  been 
a  mute,  as  far  as  he  could  be,  a  patient,  and  he 
hoped  not  altogether  inattentive,  listener.  Had 
his  views  of  the  subject  been  presented  to  the 
House  by  any  other  gentleman,  he  should  still 
have  remained  so,  content  to  prefer,  however 
ignoble  the  choice,  the  safety  or  silence  to  the 
hazards  of  debate.  A^  they  had  not,  be  would 
venture  to  intrude  them  as  briefly  as  he  could, 
that  at  least  they  might  not  tire  those  whom  they 
did  not  please. 

He  desired  previously,  however,  to  oflfor  a  word 
or  two  in  answer  to  some  arguments  which  had 
been  urged  in  the  course  of  this  discussion.  It 
had  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Car- 
olina, (Mr.  Calhoor,)  that  the  bill  upon  your 
inble  is  unnecessary,  because  an  act  was  passed 
at  the  last  session  repealing  our  discriminating 
duties  as  to  all  nations  who  should  repeal  their 
discriminating  duties  as  to  us.  Now,  sir,  asked 
Mr.  W.,  what  evidence  have  we  that  Great  Brit- 
ain has  repealed  her  discriminating  duties  as  to 
US?  The  treaty^  indeed,  provides  that  she  shall 
do  so,  and  there  is  no  doubt  it  will  be  done.  But 
at  present,  sir,  they  are  merely  suspended  by  the 
Order  in  Council  of  the  17th  of  August,  which 
we  have  seen  in  the  newspapers,  and  which  does 
not  f  efer  either  to  the  words  or  the  date  of  the 
treaty,  and  can  as  little  be  connected  with  the  law 
of  the  last  session.  On  the  contrary,  its  duration 
is  fimiced  to  six  weeks  aliter  the  commencement 
of  the  next  session  of  Parliament,  pointing  evi- 
dently to  a  repeal  of  those  duties  by  act  of  Par- 
fiatnent  before  the  expiration  of  that  period ;  and, 
by  and  by,  we  shall  see  the  act  repealing  those 
duties,  which  it  is  necessary  should  be  abolished 
t>efore  the  law  of  the  last  session  can  operate 
•effectually.  Farther,  sir,  a  strict  examinauon  of 
that  law  will  show  that,  however  it  might  have 
been  intended,  its  vrords  fairlv  interpreted,  reach 
Duly  to  goodsj  wares,  and  mercnaofdise,  the  growth 
or  produce  of  the  foreign  nation,  and  not  to  the 
-ships  or  vessels  in  which  they  may  be  imported ; 
whilst  the  convention  stipulates  that  all  discrtmi- 
nation  as  to  both  shall  be  at  an  end.    The  law  of 


the  bat  session,  therefore,  is  not  co-oxteosive  with 
the  stipulations  of  the  eonventton,  and  cannot 
supersede  the  necessity  of  the  present  bill.  But 
the  passage  of  that  very  law,  sir,  famishes  an  ar- 
gument against  the  doctrines  of  the  gentlemen 
who  have  alluded  to  it,  so  far  as  any  argument 
can  be  drawn  from  the  practice  aod  opinions  of 
the  last  Congress.  If  they  believed,  as  the  gen- 
tlemen do,  that  the  President  and  Soiate  had  the 
power  of  making  a  treaty  which  should  have  the 
force  of  a  law  in  repealing  those  duties,  why  was 
it  necessar^r  to  pass  a  law  providing  for  their  re- 
peal? Evidently,  sir,  it  would  not  have  been 
thou^t  necessary ;  for,  according  to  such  a  sup- 
position, they  must  have  believed  the  President 
and  Senate  had  this  power  independent  of  all 
law.  Their  passing  this  law,  therefore,  is  the 
strongest  proof  they  eonld  have  given  os  of  their 
belief  that  the  President  and  Senate  had  not  this 
power. 

Mr.  W.  said,  if  he  anderstood  the  gentleman 
iirom  Massachusetts  (Mr.  PicsBRiifo)  corractlf, 
he  undertook  to  show,  by  the  uniform  praotiee  of 
this  Government  since  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, that  laws  had  not  been  passed  to  carry 
treaties  into  effect,  except  where  an  appropriation 
of  money  was  required,  and  he  thence  inferred, 
that  laws  for  that  purpose  had  not  been  deemned 
necessary.  Mr.  W.  declared  he  had  examinoi  all 
the  treaties  which  had  been  made,  and  the  laws 
which  have  been  passed  regarding  them,  in  con- 
jimction  with  his  friend  and  colleague  who  re- 
ported this  bill  to  the  House,  and  who  gave  a 
brief  statement  of  the  nature  of  the  treaties  made 
aod  the  laws  passed,  and  of  the  evident  reasons 
why,  in  certain  cases,  laws  had  not  been  thought 
necessary.  His  colleague  certainly  did  not  go 
into  details,  because  with  snch  sobjeets  every 
member  of  the  House  was  presomed  to  he  ac- 
quainted ;  but  the  result  of  their  examination  was 
a  conviction  in  them  both^  that  whenever  laws 
had  not  been  passed  in  conformity  with  the  stip- 
ulations of  a  treatv,  it  was  ffenerall)[,  if  not  uni- 
versally, because  those  stipulatioos  did  not  toanh 
any  of  the  objects  committed  eselusively  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  Congress;  or,  in  other  words,  did 
not  require  the  enactment  of  any  new,  or  the 
change  of  any  old,  msnicipal  regulation.  To 
enter  into  an  examination  and  comparison  of 
those  laws  and  treaties  now,  would.  Air.  W.  ob- 
served, be  to  inflict  more  upon  the  patience  of  the 
House  than  it  would  be  willing  to  endure.  I( 
however,  a  positive  precedent  upon  his  part  was 
denMMided,  he  would  lay  his  hand  upon  it  at  onee; 
and  it  was  not  the  less  welcome,  to  him  at  least, 
on  aeconnt  of  ito  haTing  been  established  during 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefhrsoo,  a  period  of 
what  he  had  been  accustomed  to  considw  as  cor- 
rect principles.  It  was  the  stronger,  becanse  Mr. 
Jefferson,  when  Secretary  of  State,  is  said  to  have 
maintained  the  opinion  now  supported  by  the 
gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House. 
The  Louisiana  convention,  Mr.  W.said,  was  open 
before  him,  and  he  found  there  a  stipulation  itpon 
the  very  same  subject,  and  in  form  not  very  «a- 
like  that  of  the  treaty  now  under  discossioii. 
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Thtt  stipabtioii  pnmd«d  fiw  ihe  admtwioii  of 
French  and  Sptoiih  veneb  into  the  port  of  New 
Orleans  for  twelre  yearsy  upon  the  same  footiaff 
ae  Americaa  ressels ;  the  law  whieh  wae  paeeed 
on  that  oecasioB  did  eontata  a  prorkioa  to  the 
same  elfeet.  [Here  Mr.  Wii<DB  read  the  law  and 
the  coDTeotioB.] 

The  htll  before  yon,  Mr.  W.remarkedy  haebeen 
eaUed  ^  the  eeho  of  the  treaty,  its  refleeted  image, 
its  twin  brother."  He  wookd  ask,  if  this  law  a*d 
tho  article  in  theLoaisiaiia  eoDrention  are  not  at 
least  of  the  sane  family,  and  as  like  one  aaoCher 
as  SobasttiA  and  Viola? 

Havinff  made  this  reply  to  some  of  the  arg»- 
moDts  of  others,  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  bow  pro- 
eeed  to  offer  a  few  of  his  own. 

If  he  had  not  miseoneeived  some  of  the  ro» 
marks  of  the  geodteman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
PtimtBT,}  it  was  admitted,  that  a  treaty  might 
he  either  self-exeentory,  or  might  require  a  law 
to  earry  it  into  efieet.  He  agreed  perfeetly  in 
that  opinion,  bnt  no  rales  had  been  furahihed  for 
deoidiog  what  treaties  were  self-«xeettiory,  and 
what  rehired  laws  to  assist  their  opeiattoa  \  with- 
out such  rules,  it  wonki  he  im|Kiseible  to  deter- 
mine the  present  qnestion,  whieh  is,,  to  what  olass 
does  this  treaty  belong? 

What  the  hand  of  a  master  aeglecoed  to  par- 
lorm,  either  beeause  hiseye  was  fixed  upon  greater 
objeeis,  or  heoanse  he  deemed  it  unworthy  of  his 
ganiiis,  the  hand  of  a  no?ice  might  veatore  to 
attempt;  for,  if  he  failed,  he  forfeited  aothliig 
bnt  a  reputation  which  is  not  worth  preserving, 
wlfcile  if  he  sueceed,  he  aeqntres  all  be  ean  ever 
hopw  foi^*<be  ptaiiee  of  be^  usefaL  The  rule 
which  he  would  offer  was  pfohably  not  such  a 
one  as  the  gentleman  himself  would  ha^e  given ; 
certainly  not  as  good  an  one,  possibly  little  better 
Ihaa  no  rule  at  all.  He  offired  it  not  without 
hoiitation,  and  it  was  simply  this: 

That  where  the  stipulations  of  a  treaty  relate 
entirely  to  objects  purely  iaternational  or  extra- 
territorial, then  they  are  self-exeeatory,  or  at  most 
iteqaire  nothing  more  than  an  exertion  of  theEjE- 
•ecotive  ox  judicial  jpowers  to  carry  them  into 
efiSect.    Bat  that  where  they  relate  solely  to  oh- 

i'eds  intra-territorial,  ol^oets  purely  of  municipal 
egialative  jurisdiction,  there  they  require  the 
-asertion  of  the  msiiicipal  legisiatiTe  authority  lo 
assist  their  opesatioo. 

To  the  first  class  belonged  coaveaticms  reipala- 
tiagthe  recmocal  rights  and  duties  of  natioDs, 
whea  one  ot  them  slmll  be  helligereat  and  the 
iHher  jfeeiufaljiaelodiaig  the  defintuon  of  hfochade, 
of  oootcahand  of  war,  of  enemy's  property,  of  die 
light  of  search,  and  of  alt  other  qtisatteas  eoming 
within  the  jnrisdietiott  of  the  admiialty  or  mati- 
time  courts  of  either  natioa,  sittiiy  ander  aad 
profeestng,  at  least,  to  decide  aceord^  to  the  au- 
.  thorltv  of  natioaal  law.  La  the  same  class  woie 
included  all  treaties  merely  of  oeace.  As  to  these 
the  President  and  Senate  ratify  the  treaty.  Tiie 
Prceidentyas  Commander-in-Gfaief,  can  suspend 
hostilities,  and  the  tribunals  of  prize  are  compe- 
tent to  do  the  rest. 

To  the  second  class  he  would  refer  all  treaties, 


coareBtioBs,  and  agreements,  having  solely  for 
their  oUect  a  change,  either  reciprocal  or  other* 
wise,  of  any  regulatioos  merely  muaicipsl^inone 
or  both  countries.  If  the  change  was  to  be  recip- 
rocal, according  to  his  idea,  it  would  require  the 
interpositioB  of  the  Legislature  of  each  country 
respectively ;  if  it  is  not  to  be  reciprocal,  it  would 
require  the  interposition  of  the  Legislatttre  of  that 
country  only  in  whieh  the  change  was  to  be 
effected. 

Further,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.  treaties  may  be  mixed 
or  compounded  of  stipulations,  relating  to  objects, 
some  of  which  beioog  to  one  class  and  some  to 
the  other. 

Of  this  description  are  treaties  of  guarantee,  of 
alliaoee,  of  subsidy,  of  cession,  of  boundarica,  aad 
many  others  which  I  will  not  attempt  to*eaume^ 
rate.  Bo  far  as  these  relate  to  objects  purely 
interaatioBal,  they  are  self-encutory,  or,  at  all 
eveats,  may  be  executed  without  the  aid  of  the 
legislative  power.  But  so  for  ae  they  conaem 
objects  solely  of  municipal  legislation,  so  for  they 
require  the  aid  of  the  legislative  authority  to 
carry  them  into  effect.  If  the  terms  are  lecipro- 
cal,  they  will  require  reciprocal  legislation  in 
each  eooatry.  respectively,  so  far  as  they  relate 
to  the  latter  class  of  objects.  If  they  are  not  re- 
ciprocal, they  will  require  legislitiDn  in  that  ooua- 
try  only  where  municipal  regulations  are  to  he 
altered  or  affected. 

Thus  a  treaty  merely  of  guarantee  or  aUiaace, 
between  two  nations,  both  of  whom  are  at  peace, 
is  self-executory ;  it  is  |»erfected  by  the  exchange 
of  ratifieations.  Its  ol^ects  are  purely  interaa- 
tional,  and  requite  no  l^tslation,  because  they 
require  ao  new  municipal  regulaitoas,  adther 
do  they  requise  the  change  w  any  already  in 
existence. 

But  if  such  a  treaty  etipulale  that  one  or  both 
parties  shall  raise  and  keep  up  a  certain  number 
of  troope,  this  stipulatioB,  if  it  be  reciprocal,  must 
be  legislated  upon  in  both  countries ;  if  not  recip- 
^rocal,  it  must  he  legislated  upon  in  that  country 
which  is  to  keep  up  the  troops,  because  as  to  that 
eountry  the  abject  of  the  treaty  is  a  m«aicipal 
regulation. 

As  to  a  treaty  of  subsidy,  that  too  would  requise 
legislation  in  the  eountry  paying  the  subsidy,  be- 
eause  the  appropriation  or  money  is  a  munic^l 
regulation. 

with  regard  to  treaties  of  allittBoe,  with  a  na- 
tioa  already  engaged  in  a  war.  as  wdl  ias  to  trea- 
ties of  oesston  and  boundary,  they  are  required  to 
he  considered  as  with  relatioo  to  the  eaEtent  of  the 
power  vested  in  the  authority  makiag  them,  as 
with  leiation  to  the  objects  of  the  treaties  them- 
sri^es.  If  the  same  authority  which  is  invested 
with  the  power -of  making  treaties,  possesses  ako 
the  power  of  declsxing  war,  then  that  authority 
may  make  a  treaty  of  ailiaaoe  with  a  nation  ac- 
tually engaged  in  a  war.  But  if  the  power  of 
msking  treaties  and  of  declatiog  war  is  not  lodged 
in  the  mme  haads^  then  the  aut£>rity  of  the  treaty- 
making  power  does  not  extend  to  such  a<caee; 
because  to  make  a  treaty  of  aUiaace  with  a  nation 
engaged  in  ww,  is  to  make  war  on  the  enemy  of 
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that  Qfttion.  Bvea  if  tbe  treaty-making  power  is 
also  inrested  with  tbe  power  of  declarioff  war, 
still  ail  the  stipolatioiis  of  any  treaty  of  alliance 
which  it  may  make  with  a  belligerent  nation,  so 
far  as  the  same  relates  to  raising  troops,  paying 
money,  or  to  other  objects  of  municipal  regola- 
tion,  80  far  will  the  stipulations  of  such  a  treaty 
require  legislative  interposition  to  carry  them  into 
effect,  On  the  other  hand,  so  far  as  snch  stipula- 
tions concern  objects  merely  international  and 
extra  territorial,  so  far  they  are  self-executory,  or, 
at  all  events,  may  be  executed  by  the  executive 
and  judicial  powers,  without  any  legislative  as- 
sistance. 

With  reference  to  treaties  of  boundary  and 
cession,  he  would  say.  that  if  the  treaty-making 
power  0f  a  nation  is  constitutionally  authorized 
to  fix  its  boundaries  or  cede  any  part  of  its  terri- 
tory by  treaty,  and  does  by  treaty  contract  its 
boundaries  or  cede  a  part  of  its  territory,  such 
treaty  is  self-executory.  If  by  a  treaty  of  cession 
or  boundary  it  extenos  tbe  limits  of  the  nation, 
or  acquires  new  territories,  such  a  treaty,  so  far 
as  it  relates  to  objects  merely  municipal,  will  re- 
quire legislation ;  your  laws,  civil  and  criminal, 
cannot  be  extended  over  it  merely  by  treaty. 

To  decide  how  far  any  treatjfjand  particularly 
the  treatjr  before  us^  requires  leg^lative  assistance 
to  carry  it  into  effect,  we  must  ascertain  first,  the 
Constitutional  extent  of  the  treaty-making  power 
over  the  objects  of  that  treaty;  and  secondly, 
how  far  the  treaty  stipulations  concern  such  oS- 
jeets  as  are  purely  international,  and  are  for  this 
reason  self-executory ;  and  how  far  these  stipu- 
lations relate  to  objects  municipal  and  intra-ter- 
ritorial,  and  therefore  cannot  execute  themselves 
or  be  executed  without  legislative  interposition. 

The  President  and  Senate  have  power  to  make 
treaties ;  this  is  said  to  mean  all  treaties-*treaties 
of  commerce  as  well  as  the  rest.  Granted.  Still 
this  does  not  decide  the  question.  These  treaties 
when  made  may  be  either  self^executory,  or  they 
may  require  the  aid  of  laws  to  carry  them  into  ex- 
ecution. Ofwhich  class  is  this  treaty?  What  are 
the  objects  of  some  of  its  stipulations  1  Are  they 
purely  international  or  municipal?  Extra  or 
intra-territorial  ?  They  relate  to  the  equalization 
of  duties.  Can  anything,  he  asked,  be  so  entirely 
an  object  of  municipal  regulation  ?  Can  anything 
be  more  completely  intra-territorial? 

Let  us  consider,  said  Mr.  W.  tbe  nature  of  the 
treaty-making  power.  Is  it  a  power  to  pledge 
the  faith  of  the  nation,  to  anything  or  to  every- 
thing; possible  or  impossible?  Evidently  not. 
It  is  a  power  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  nation  for 
the  performance  of  such  things  only  as  are  natu- 
rally and  constitutionally  possible.  Is  it  a  power 
to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  nation  absolutely  and 
witliout  <)ualification  in  all  cases  ?  Or  only  ah- 
solniely  in  some  eases  and  qualified  in  others  ? 
Ceriaialy  the  latter.  And  this  seemed  to  him 
the  distinction.  The  treaty*making  power  is 
authorized  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  nation  abso- 
lutely for  tbe  performaneeof  all  stipulations  purely 
international  or  extra-territorial,  because  these 
are  either  seif«exeoatory,  and  are  in  fact  partly 


executed  by  the  exehcnge  of  ratifications,  as  in  a 
treaty  of  peace;  or  they  depend  for  their  execu- 
tion on  the  executive  and  judicial  powers,  which 
are  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  as  in  the  reatorstioa 
of  prizes  captured  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities; 
as  in  the  decision  of  contraband,  enemy's  property, 
blockade,  the  right  of  search,  the  chao^  or  pro- 
perty, and  all  other  auestions  of  maritime  juris- 
diction.   But  as  to  all  objects  of  mere  municipal 
regulation,  it  is  not  authorized  to  pledge  the  faith 
of  the  nation  absolutely  and  without  qualification, 
beeauae  these  are  to  be  effected  only  by  laws,atta 
cannot  make  laws,  though  it  can  make  treaties. 
But  this  treaty  is  a  law,  and  the  supreme  law. 
The  answer  was  easy^-it  had  been  given  a  dozen 
times.    If  the  President  and  Senate  could  legis- 
late by  treaty  upon  one  object,  purely  municipal 
and  intra-territorial,  they  conla  le^slate  by  treaty 
upon  all  objects  purely  municiparand  intra-ierri- 
torial.    They  could  lay  taxes  by  treaty,  raiaa 
troops  by  treaty,  in  short,  exercise  the  whole  legla- 
lative  authority  of  the  country  by  treaty.    What 
then  became  of  the  distinction  that  has  been  taken 
between  treaties  self-executory  and  treaties  whieh 
require  laws  to  carry  them  into  execution  ?    One 
or  the  other  ground  must  be  abandoned.    Either 
treaties  operate  as  laws  upon  all  objects  purely 
municipal  and  intra-territorial,  or  upon  none.    If 
upon  all,  every  treaty  is  self-exeoutory.    If  upon 
none,  then  every  treaty  operating  upon  such  ob- 
jects requires  a  law  to  give  it  effect.    But  no  ob- 
ject can  he  more  completely  municipal  and  intra- 
territorial,  than  the  objects  of  this  treaty.    What 
can  be  more  entirely  an  object  of  municipal  regu- 
lation than  the  imposition  of  duties  ?   Wnat  more 
completely  intra-territorial  than  the  execution  of 
those  duties  in  our  own  ports?    Surely  then  a 
law  is  necessary. 

In  support  or  the  position  that  a  treaty  is  a  law 
of  the  land,  and  k  supreme  law,  an  article  of  the 
Constitution  had  been  quoted,  and  some  stress 
kid  upon  the  argument.  If  that  article  is  aecii- 
rately  examined,  it  would  be  found  to  refer  only 
to  the  States.  '^  The  judges  in  every  Sute  shall 
be  bound  thereby,  anything  in  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing." If  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
had  intended  that  a  treaty  should  control  acts  of 
Congress,  would  they  not  haye  added  ^  anything 
contained  in  any  act  of  Congress  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding?^  Could  anything  be  more  ob- 
vious? But  it  had  been  said,  also,  that  a  tneaty 
could  repeal  a  law,  and  the  Treaty  of  Peace  was 
triumphantly  appealed  to  as  evidence  of  the  fact. 
It  is  aisked,  Did  not  the  Treaty  of  Peace  repeal 
the  law  declaring  war  ?  Mr.  W.  answered,  if  it 
did,  still  it  would  not  affect  his  position,  which 
was,  that  no  treaty  could  repeal  any  regulatioa 
merely  municipal.  Was  war  a  mere  municipal 
regulation  ?  According  to  what  law  is  it  to  be 
declared  and  waged  ?  By  what  law  is  it  regu- 
lated ?  Certainly  the  law  of  nations.  Can  any 
object  be  merely  municipal  which  is  regulated 
entirely  by  the  law  of  nations  ?  Certainly  not. 
There  were  writers  on  national  laws  whose 
works  were  confined  to  a  consideration  of  the 
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rights  of  war  and  peace.  Mr.  W.  admitted  that 
raitiog  troops  aod  money  to  wage  war,  were 
mere  mimiefpal  regolations,  bat  raising  troops 
was  not  waging  war.  It  was  trae  also  that  war 
may  be  either  extra  or  intra-territorial.  Still  he 
would  inqaire  by  what  law  was  it  regulated  ? 
Was  it  an  interaatidnal  or  mnnieipal  object? 
Bat  he  did  not  by  any  means  admit  that  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  repealed  the  law  declaring  war. 
He  held  that  a  law  eoald  be  repealed  only  by  a 
law.  He  said  that  the  law  declaring  war  ex- 
pired by  its  own  limitation,  as  soon  as  peace  was 
concladed.  What  was  the  meaning  of  the  law 
declaring  war  ?  tie  spoke  not  of  its  words,  but 
its  eflfeets.  Simply  this:  ^'War  is  hereby  de- 
clared against  Great  Britain,  and  shall  be  waged 
and  eoDtinae  until  peace  is  made?"  Would  it 
adoait  any  other  meaning?  But  if,  as  gentlemen 
suppose,  the  Treaty  of  Peace  operated  by  re- 
pealiag  the  act  declaring  war,  then  nothing  more 
was  necessary  than  to  repeal  that  act,  in  order  to 
be  at  peace»  He  once  indeed  had  heard  a  great 
peace  adrocate  jocularly  maintain  this  opinion, 
but  he  imagined  it  would  not  be  gravely  assert- 
ed. No,  undoubtedly,  would  be  the  reply ;  for 
the  consent  of  a  foreign  nation  would  be  want- 
ing. Well,  then,  Mr.  W.  added,  he  could  say, 
even  with  the  consent  of  that  foreiffu  nation,  a 
repeal  of  the  law  declaring  war.  would  not  make 
peace,  because  that  would  be  to  transfer  the 
power  of  making  peace  from  the  President  and 
two*thirds  of  the  senate  tO'  the  President  and  a 
bare  majority  of  both  Houses.  If,  then,  repealing 
the  law  declaring  war,  even  with  the  consent  of 
the  foreign  nation  to  make  peace,  would  not  have 
placed  us  in  a  state  of  peace,  how  could  it  be 
said  that  the  Treaty  of  Peace  operated  by  repeal- 
ing the  act  declaring  war? 

Mr.  W.  said  there  was  one  view  taken  of  this 
subject  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Tuokbr) — he  would  call  him  his  friend,  if  their 
intimacy  admitted  the  expression,  for  he  should 
think  himself  honored  by  the  friendship  of  the 
gentleman — which  he  would  attempt  to  enlarffe. 

If  a  duty  might  be  repealed  by  treaty,  the 
whole  of  our  duties  might  be  so  repealed.  The 
commissioners  who  made  this  treaty,  had  their 
instructions  admitted,  might  hare  stipulated  that 
all  American  fessels  and  floods  should  be  duty 
free  in  England :  all  English  ▼esseis  and  goods 
duty  free  in  the  United  States.  Here  would  have 
been  tweWe  or  thirteen  millions  of  your  rereaue 
swept  away  at  onca;  and  as  that  revenue  is 
pledged,  you  would  have  been  compelled  to  pro- 
vide other  funds  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
creditor. 

Having  answered  several,  Mr.  W.  said,  he 
would  in  turn  ask  one  question  of  the  gentlemen 
on  the  opposite  side.  A  distinction  had  been 
taken  between  treaties  requiring  an  appropriation 
of  money,  and  others,  because  the  article  in  the 
Goflstitution  is  restrictive :  ^  No  money  shall  be 
drawn  from  the  Treasury,  but  in  consequence  of 
appropriations  made  by  law."  Whenever  money 
was  wanted,  therefore,  it  seemed  to  be  conceded 
a  law  must  be  passed ;  whereas '  the  article  rela- 


ting to  commerce  being  merely  permissive,  no 
law  was  thought  necessary.  Now  the  power  to 
regulate  commerce  and  to  make  war  were  given 
to  Congress  in  the  same  form  of  words.  Con- 
gress shall  hare  power  to  regulate  commerce; 
Congress  shall  have  power  to  declare  war.  Their 
powers  over  these  objects  must  be  coextensive. 
He  would  ask  if  the  President  and  Senate,  under 
the  general  treaty-making  power,  were  author- 
ized to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  alliance,  offensive 
and  defensive,  with  a  foreign  nation  actually 
engaged  in  war?  If  they  were,  then  all  the 
most  essential  powers  of  the  Government  be- 
longed to  them ;  they  could  make  war  by  treaty ; 
they  could  make  pieace  by  treaty;  they  could 
raise  and  keep  up  troops  by  treaty ;  they  could 
lay  and  collect  taxes  by  treaty,  and  repeal  them 
by  treaty ;  provide  for  calling  out  the  militia  by 
treaty ;  ana  when  gentlemen  prided  themselves 
in  the  check  that  they  could  not  appropriate 
money  by  treaty,  they  had  forgotten  that  they 
could  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
Stales  by  treaty. 

For  his  own  part,  Mr.  W.  did  not  think  they 
could  do  any  of  those  things,  and  he  shoikld  be 
sorry  if  thev  could;  and  he  did  not  think  so  be- 
cause he  believed  the  sound,  the  true,  the' safe, 
and  honest  interpretation  of  the  Constitution  to 
be,  that  whatever  any  branch  of  the  Qovernment 
could  not  constitutionally  do  directly,  it  could  not 
do  indirectly ;  and  as  the  President  and  Senate 
could  not  make  war  directly,  or  regulate  com- 
merce directly,  they  could  not  make  war  by 
treaty,  nor  regulate  commerce  (so  far  as  it  was 
municipal  and  intra-territorial)  by  treaty. 

The  power  of  Congress  to  regulate  commerce, 
had  been  called  a  residuary  power,  a  power  to 
segulate  such  parts  of  commerce  as  have  not  been 
regulated  by  treaty.  He  had  no  objection  to  the 
term  residuary  power.  He  would  admit  it  to  be 
a  residaary  power,  but  he  said  it  was  a  power  to 
regulate  sucn  parts  of  commerce  as  could  not  be 
e^ctually  regulated  by  treaty.  Such  parts  as 
require  other  sanctions  than  those  of  the  law  of 
nations  to  enforce  them.  The  President  and  Sen- 
ate, Mr.  W.  said,  had  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce by  treaty,  so  far  as  it  was  purely  interna- 
tional and  extra-territorial.  Congress  had  power 
to  regulate  commerce  by  law,  so  far  as  it  was 
purely  municipal  and  intra-territorial. 

The  President  and  Senate  could  not  lay  or  re- 
peal duties  by  treaty.  Congress  could  not  extend 
or  limit  the  right  of  search,  or  the  definition  of 
blockade,  or  contraband,  by  law.  Thus  each  had 
its  firoper  objects,  and  over  those  objects  the  au- 
thority of  each  was  complete. 

But  the  treaty-making  power  necessarily  in- 
cludes the  power  of  pledging  the  national  taith 
qualifiedly,  that  certain  acts  shall  be  done  which 
its  own  authority  is  not  of  itself  competent  to  do. 
If  it  does  so  pledge  the  national  faith  for  the  per- 
formance of  such  acts,  then  it  was  for  that  power 
whose  aid  is  required  to  effect  them,  to  say  bow 
far  it  will  redeem  the  pledge.  The  form  of  the 
stipulation,  Mr.  W.  contended,  makes  no  differ- 
ence.   Foreign  nations  treat  with    us  witb  a 
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kaowMge  of  oor  Coottitation,  mod  the  stipultr 
ttons  of  a  treftCy  tre  ODdentood  with  reierenee 
to  CoostiuitioBai  powers.  The  pledge  gfiren  br 
a  treaty  is  understood  to  he  a  pledge  to  do  ali 
whieh  the  treaty-making  power  can,  of  itself, 
perform,  and  to  cause  to  be  done,  if  possible,  by 
the  other  departments  of  the  Government,  wnat- 
ever  its  own  power  »  not  eompetent  to  do. 

A  treaty,  to  be  sure,  had  been  said  to  repeal 
a  law,  and,  therefore,  it  would  be  said  that  the 
treaty-makin|[  power  has  in  this  instanee  stipa- 
lated  for  nothing  more  than  it  was  competent  of 
itself  to  perform.  If  a  treaty  could  repeal  one 
lew,  it  can  repeal  another;  if  it  could  repeal 
some,  it  can  repeal  all ;  for  he  called  vpoo  gen- 
tlemen to  recollect  what  was  so  clearly  and  for- 
cibly demonstrated  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Lowhbbb^)  that  the  restriotions 
contained  in  the  Constitution  weie  restrictions  on 
the  power  of  Congress,  not  restrictions  on  the 
treaty-making  power. 

He  would  add  nothing  further.  He  had 
promised  not  to  tire  the  House ;  and  yet,  though 
he  had  only  thrown  out  hints  rather  than  argu- 
ments, he  was  afraid  that  promise  was  already 
broken. 

Mr.  SasFFfiT  said,  he  was  persuaded  that  the 
House  was  already  fatigued  with  the  protracted 
discussion  which  this  subject  had  undergone.  He 
should,  therefore,  in  delivering  his  sentiments,  be 
as  brief  as  was  in  his  power.  It  was  most  unques- 
tionably true,  as  had  been  stated,  that  the  inquiry 
which  it  behooved  the  House  to  make,  was  not 
what  ought  to  foe  the  proper  distinction  of  the 
powers  of  the  Constitiuion,  but  what  they  really 
are.  If  the  comprehensive  and  almost  unlimited 
power  contended  for,  was  exclusively  vested  in 
the  President  and  Senate,  it  became  the  dutv  of 
the  House,  in  obedience  to  the  supreme  will,  to 
yield  a  ready  acquiescence.  But  he  thought  it 
not  unreasonable  to  contend,  that  unless  that 
power  was  dearly  ftanted,  aad  in  teroM  whoUy 
anequivoeal,a  diffeieot  course  ought  to  be  adopted. 
If  there  was  a  rational  doubt,  or  an  apparent  coo- 
Hict  iu  the  different  parts  of  the  Constitution,  as 
It  respects  the  suibject  before  the  House,  that  con- 
struction ought  to  be  given  which  best  coo^rts 
with  the  spirit  and  flenios  of  the  Oovernment, 
and  preserves  the  salutary  cheeks  which  have 
been  provided  against  the  abase  of  power. 

The  leading  features  of  this  Constitution,  said 
Af  r.  S.,  are  atroogljr  and  distiaotly  marked.  Its 
principal  charaeterisiies  consist  in  a  distribution 
0f  its  powers  to  diffeeeat  departaeats,  and  in  such 
an  orffaniaation  of  each  as  tends  to  chedc  abuses. 
The  legislative,  executive,  aod  judicial  powers 
are  confided  to  different  public  agents,  who,  in 
the  exercise  of  their  respective  functions,  act  as 
oheoks  upon  each  other.  The  legislative  power 
is  so  organized  as  to  afford  great  security  against 
the  adoption  of  improper  measures.  In  the  ordt- 
tiary  course  of  legislation,  no  act  is  binding  on 
the  nation  until  it  has  received  the  assent  of  a 
majority  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people  and 
of  the  States ;  and,  likewise,  the  assent  of  the 
Pseaideut,  the  representative  of  both.    Surely, 


then,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  eontoad  (in  the 
absence  of  any  positive  provision)  that  a  treaty, 
made  by  the  President  aad  Senate,  embmcing  the 
same  subjects,  confided  to  the  Legislature  in  dis- 
tinct terms,  oujfht  not  to  have  the  force  of  a  law, 
which  has  received  the  approbatioa  of  all  the  coa- 
stituent  branches  of  the  legislative  power. 

Before  he  proceeded  further,  Mr.  S.  said,  lie 
wished  to  he  distinctly  understood.  He  did  not 
mean  to  contend  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives had  any  agency  in  makiog  treaties,  or  that 
a  direct  vote  of  ratifieation  was  necessary  or 
proper,  hut  he  meant  to  contend  that  a  treaty  did 
not  operate  as  an  absolute  repeal  of  an  existing 
law  in  conftict  with  it ;  and  that,  when  it  con- 
tained aflSkrmative  stisuiatiDiis,  in  relation  to  aub- 
jects  expressly  eonfided  to  Congress,  a  law  was 
necessary  to  give  it  effect.  This  eonstruetioa 
will  make  every  part  of  the  Constitution  coosisC- 
ent  with  its  own  principles,  and  with  the  spirit 
which  pervades  the  whole. 

In  the  distribution  of  its  powers,  the  Conetitu- 
tioo  has  expressly  provided  that  all  l^islative 
power  therein  ^nted  shall  be  vested  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  In  a  subsequent  part, 
the  objects  to  which  it  shall  extend  are  specially 
enumerated.  No  concurrent  special  authority,  in 
relation  to  these  objects,  is  granted  to  any  other 
department  of  the  GovemmenL  But  a  genenl 
power  is  given  to  the  President  and  Senate  to 
make  treaties,  which  I  admit  means  ail  tienties 
usually  among  nations.  The  question  then  is, 
does  this  general  power  to  make  treaties,  so  Car  as 
it  is  exesmed,  operate  to  the  utter  destructioa  of 
the  special  power  of  legislation ;  or,  shall  hoA 
have  their  mteil  Among  ihe  rules  which  are 
adopted,  in  the  construction  of  the  inalrument, 
none  seems  to  be  better  settled,  than  that  general 
powers  cannot  destroy  those  speetaliy  granted ; 
but  that  when  there  is  aconfiiet,  the  former  mnst 
yield  to  the  latter ;  and  a  rule  equally  oorrect  U, 
that  every  part  cnf  an  instrument  shall  have  its 
dae  effect,  if  possible.  Can  it  then  he  oorreeUy 
oonloided,  that  the  power  to  make  trcattes,  con- 
ferred in  general  terms,  aanihilatas  (so  far  as  the 
provisions  of  a  treaty  extend)  the  poiwer  to  make 
taws,  specially  gtaated)  Is  it  not  more  comet 
to  adopt  a  construction  whtcsh  wiU  equally  pee- 
eerve  the  power  to  make  treatiea,  and  the  power 
to  make  lawa,  whieh  will  give  to  the  Ptesidant 
and  Senate  the  exclusive  authoiinr  to  make  all 
treaties,  and  leave  to  the  House  of  Repcesema- 
tives  a  concurrent  power  in  the  execution  of  suah 
as  emhmce  6ub|ecis  espiessly  granted  by  the  Con- 
stitution to  Congrem  ?  A  very  extensive  fieM  for 
the  operation  of  the  treaty-making  power  wUI 
still  exist.  Every  tisaty  of  pcaee^  m  iimita— «il 
treaties  regulating  the  conduct  of  the  centraoting 
nations,  when  eithes  shall  be  at  war-— desigoatiag 
what  shall  be  eontrahaDd,or  what  shall  be  a  legal 
blockade^regolatiog  the  right  of  search,  and 
many  otheis,  will  fall  within  its  exclusive  j«rk- 
diction;  and  as  it  respects  those  treaties,  em- 
bracing legislative  objects,  it  will  possess  the  right 
to  form  them,  in  the  first  inBtanee,  and  also  a  con- 
current :Voiee  in  their  execution. 
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A  eonridcrEtioQ  of  the  comparative  character 
of  the  legsslatire  and  tieaty-makiDg  powers  tends 
strongly  to  snpport  this  construction,  and  to  proYe, 
in  a  manner  perfeclif  satisfactory  to  myself,  that 
the  latter  is  not  superior,  not  equal,  to  the  former* 
That  which  is  called  sorereign  power  in  cTery 
GtoTernmest,  is  the  power  to  make  Jaws.  In 
Qreat  Britain^  it  is  clothed  with  the  character  of 
onmipoteBce,  because,  as  to  the  objects  which  it 
embraces,  it  is  superior  to  any  other  human 
power,  and  annute  all  that  come  in  collision  with 
It.  The  Bxeeutive  and  Judicial  powers  ara  un* 
def  its  control,  and  subject  to  its  direction^  In 
this  (Government,  the  power  of  legislation  is  con* 
fined  to  certain  objects;,  but,  as  it  respects  these 
obj|ect&  its  sorereigttty  is  complete,  unless  r»> 
stricted  by  the  spirit  or  letter  of  the  Constitationk 
Hence  I  contend,  that  as  to  all  legislative  sifb» 
jeets,  the  sovereign  or  supreme  power  has  been 
confided  to  Congress,  and  that  the  traaty*making 
power,  (being  an  Exeoutive  power,)  so  far  as  it 
acts  on  those  subjects,  is  inferior,  and  subordinate 
to  it 

But  it  IB  said,  that  n  treatr.  though  the  act  of 
theSxcctttive  department  is  rnvated  to  an  equali- 
ty, if  not  superiority,  with  an  act  of  Congress,  bw 
an  express  provision  of  the  ConstiOKion,  in  wbicn 
it  is  decfaured,  that  the  ^  Constitation  and  laws 
made  in  pursuance  thereof,  an<l  ail  treaties  made, 
or  hereafter  to  be  nude,  shall  be  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land."  Let  us  examine  this  subject.  Let 
us  look  into  the  existing  state  of  things  when  this 
Constitution  was  fram^.  The  State  sovereign- 
ties then  existed,  and  were  to  be  preserved  to  a 
certain  extent.  The  powers  of  the  Qeneral  Gov- 
ernment^ in  their  operation,  must  frequently  and 
necessarily  act  on  the  same  subjects  over  which 
the  States  retained  some  authority,  and,  eoase- 
quenily,  produee  collision.  As  it  respected  tvea- 
tiOs,  there  #8S  another  consideration,  which  made 
it  btebly  necesMury  that  their  relative  character 
should  be  established.  It  ie  well  known  that 
much  discussion  had  taken  place,  and  a  variety 
of  seniimenu  entertained  as  to  the  force  and  ef- 
fect of  the  Treatjr  of  Peace  of  1783.  It  was  con^- 
tended,  (and  I  think  some  of  the  States  so  con- 
strued it,)  thai  the  stipulation  contained  in  thai 
treaty,  confticting  wHa  the  laws  of  the  States, 
merely  monicipal,  did  not  repeal  those  lawi.  In 
ovier,  then,  that  these  collisiooe  might  be  pre- 
vented, and  a  due  subordtnation  sccopnI  io  the 
authority  confided  lo  the  United  Statei^  it  became 
indi^wneabie  to  declare  it  supreme  in  relation 
to  the  States.  Henee  it  has  provided,  that  the  Con- 
stitution, laws,  and  treaties^  *^  should  be  the  so* 
preme  law  of  the  land,  anything  in  the  Consti- 
tution  or  laws  of  aay  State  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding." 

That  the  Constitution  did  not  intend  to  declare 
what  should  be  the  effect  of  treaties,  in  relation 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States ;  that  it  did  not 
intend  to  elcTate  an  Bxeeoti^e  act  so  as  to  make 
it  equal  or  enperior  to  an  act  of  the  sovereign  or 
legislative  power,  but  leave  k  possecsed  of  its 
natural  character,  is  susceptible  of  other  iUusira- 
tioBs.    In  the  JBurffpeatt  Sinte%  -wheve  the  wiiole 


power  of  the  Gtovernment  is  vested  in  a  single 
individual  or  in  a  single  body  of  men,  treaties  are 
equal  to  laws,  becaore  they  contain  a  manifesta^ 
tion  of  the  will  of  the  whole  sovereign  power,  in 
which  laws  themselves  consist.  In  the  Qovern- 
ment  of  Ckeat  Britain,  however,  where  the  treaty^ 
making  power  and  the  legislative  power  are 
lodged  in  di£ferent  hands,  (and  in  that  respect  is 
like  our  own,)  a  treaty,  embracing  leffislativo 
subjects,  is  not  equal  to  an  act  of  Paruameot; 
but  depends,  so  far  as  these  subjects  are  con- 
eeraed,  for  its  execution,  on  the  legislature.  With 
the  British  eonstitution  before  their  eyei^  (aa4 
that  they  had  it  steadily  in  view,  the  distriba<» 
tion  of  power  and  the  phitses  employed  suffi- 
ciently nttest,)  can  it  be  supposed  that  the  fra- 
mers  of  the  Constitation,  if  they  intended  to 
give  to  treaties  the  extraordinary  effect  now  con- 
tended for  would  net  have  declared  so  in  express 
terms?  I  say  extraordinary  effect,  because  ia 
the  only  Government  similar,  as  it  respects  this 
question,  to  our  own,  treatie^  embracing  legisla- 
tive subjects,  are  not  equal  to  laws.  In  tha 
clause  which  declares  the  Constitation,  laws 
made  in  pursuance  thereof,  end  trtaties  made 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  the 
relative  character  ci  each  is  not  designated ;  and 
it  may  be  as  readily  contended  that  treaties  are 
equal  to  the  Constitution,  as  that  they  are  e^ual 
to  laws.  If  they  ara  equal  to  the  Constitution, 
then,  according  to  the  doctrine  on  the  other  side, 
being  last  in  point  of  time,  they  must  repeal  and 
supersede  wfantever  comes  in  conflict  with  it.  In 
relation  to  treaties^  it  is  not  even  declared  that» 
in  order  to  become  the  supreme  law,  they  shall  be 
nUa^  **  in  pursnaaee  to  the  Constitution.^'  This, 
to  my  mind,  proves  satisfactorily,  that  the  clause 
in  question  did  not  intend  to  fix  the  relative  qual- 
ity of  the  Constitution,  laws,  and  treaties ;  bat 
to  leave  it  to  that  construction  which  the  nature 
of  tbase  aeis  apd  the  character  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  would  rendilf  sugftet. 

Permit  me  now  to  examine  the  extent  lo 
which  the  doctrines  advanced  on  the  other  side 
would  lead  as.  it  has  been  said  that  the  cases 
which  hav«  beea  suggested  in  arguiaent  to  show 
the  vast  aad  almost  unlimited  power  conferred 
on  the  President  and  Senate  by  the  cons^uothm 
cOMended  Isv  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  are  eat^ 
tvetne,  and  ought  therefote  to  be  rejected.  BiM 
to  me  It  appears  obvieua,  that  to  test  the  coerect* 
nese  of  any  principle,  you  ought  to  look  to  the 
consequences  to  which  it  will  lead.  One  honor- 
able member  (Mr.  Calboun)  has  contended 
that  treaties  are  superior  to  acts  of  Congress, 
and  another,  (Mr.  PrnKNer,)  that  they  are  equal; 
thon^  there  is  a  differeace  in  the  force  of  these 
opinions,  in  substance  they  are  the  same.  They 
amoirat  to  this,  that  a  treaty  repeab  all  laws  op* 
posed  to  it,  ana  that  it  executes  itself.  The  lat- 
ter gentleman  has  indeed  admitted  that  it  may 
sometimes  be  necessary  to  pass  a  law  to  execute 
a  treaty,  bat  not  because  there  is  a  defect  of 
power  on  the  part  of  those  who  make  the  treaty, 
but  beoaaae  iu  stipnktions  may  not  be  sufficient^ 
If  defibitew    These  opInioBB  -lead  to  the  nttev 
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sttbyersioa  of  the  leffUlatire  power,  at  least  so 
far  as  it  is  vested  f  o  this  House.  Let  us  see  their 
tendeucy.  The  Constitution  has  confided  in 
Congress  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  with 
foreign  nations.  On  this  subject,  so  highly  in* 
terestinff  to  the  people,  their  Representatiyes  are 
inrested  with  the  right  to  judge  and  determine 
what  particular  regulations  are  most  conduciTe 
to  their  prosperity.  Bat  the  opinions  stated  on 
this  floor  authorize  the  interposition  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Senate  at  any  time  to  supersede  this 
right,  partially  or  entirely,  at  their  discretion ; 
partially,  by  making  treaties  of  commerce  with 
some  nations;  entirely,  by  making  treaties  with 
all  who  hare  any  coikmereial  intercourse  with  us. 

According  to  the  honorable  member  from 
Maryland,  (Mr»  Pinknbt,)  if  this  House  should 
refuse  to  raise  a  large  military  force  required  by 
the  President,  he  may  accomplish  this  object  by 
negotiating  a  treaty  with  some  foretsn  Power,  in 
which  the  raising  of  such  force  shdl  be  made  a 
stipulation.  It  is  only  necessary  to  make  the 
treaty  sufficiently  definite ;  to  stipulate  the  num- 
ber of  regiments,  the  number  of  companies  in 
each,  and  the  number  and  quality  of  tile  officers 
to  be  em|>loyed.  and  the  force,  with  the  consent 
of  two-thirds  olthe  Sena4e,  will  be  immediately 
raised;  the  treaty  will  execute  itself.  Should 
money  be  wanting  to  accomplish  the  object,  it 
may  be  obtained  in  the  same  way  by  treaty — a 
thing  not  unusual  among  other  nations. 

Let  me  pursue  the  subject.  The  Constitution 
has  granted  to  Congress  the  power  to  declare 
war.  In  the  exercise  of  a  power  in' which  erery- 
thing  dear  to  the  people  is  in Tol?ed,  which  causes 
their  blood  to  flow  and  their  hard  earnings  to  tte 
wrested  from  them,  the  co-operation  of  the  Rep- 
resentatires  was  wisely  required.  But  a  treaty 
may  make  war  without  their  consent,  if  we  ad- 
mit the  construction  contended  for.  A  treaty 
with  a  foreign  Power  may  stipulate  that  we 
shall  make  common  cause  with  her  against  her 
enemy ;  the  public  force  will  he  emplo^red  ac- 
cordingly, and  the  country  thus  brought  into  an 
actual  state  of  war.  The  same  construction 
will  authorize  the  President  and  Senate  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  impostSj  and  excises. 
Many  cases  might  be  supposed  illustrative  of 
this  position.  I  will  beg  leave  to  state  one  only. 
Suppose,  in  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  Qreat 
Britain,  ii  had  been  stipulated  that  British  cot- 
tons and  woollens  should  pay  a  duty  of  ten  or 
fifteen  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  in  the  iK)ru  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  French  soods  of  a  simi- 
lar description  should  pay  forty,  nftv,  or  sixty  per 
cent.  Here  it  is  most  obvious  that  the  duty 
which  the  people  of  the  United  States  would 
pay,  above  the  ordinary  duty  imposed  by  law, 
would  be  levied  on  them  without  the  consent  of 
their  Representatives,  though  the  Constitution 
expressly  provides,  not  onl^f  that  their  assent  shall 
be  necessary,  bat  that  all  bills  for  raising  revenue 
shall  originate  with  them. 

Consress  are  authorized  by  the  Constitution 
to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization. 
In  pursuance  of  which,  they  hare  passed  lawa 


for  the  purpose  of  admitting  ionifnen  to  the 
riehts  of  citizens,  on  certain  conditions:  among 
other  thingsi  a  residence  of  five  years  is  re- 
quired. But  if  a  treaty  in  eoual  or  sufierior  to 
an  act  of  Congress,  a  whole  loreign  nation  maf 
be  naturalized  b)r  treaty. 

The  Constitution  has  committed  to  Congress 
the  duty  oi  defending  the  country  against  for- 
eign ana  domestic  violence,  and  for  that  purpose 
has  given  them  power  "*  to  raise  and  .support 
armies,  and  to  provide  and  maintain  a  nav^." 
Suppose  a  treaty  should  be  made  with  a  foreign 
nation,  in  which  it  should  be  stipulated  that  our 
army  should  be  disbanded,  and  our  navy  dis- 
mantled, and  that  no  other  similar  force  ahonld 
be  substituted;  would  the  treaty  disband  the 
army  and  dismantle  the  navy  without  any  legis- 
lative provision?  If  so,  then  the  President  and 
Senate  have  the  entire  control  of  the  public  de- 
fence, and  may  lay  wholly  prostrate  a  most  im- 
portant power  belonging  to  this  House. 

The  construction  contended  for  will  authorize 
the  President  and  Senate  to  incorporate  a  foreign 
territory  as  a  member  of  this  Union.  By  the 
Constitution,  Congress  are  empowered  to  admit 
new  States ;  but  if  a  treaty  supersedes  legisla- 
tion, then  it  most  unguestionably  follows,  that, 
by  a  compact  with  a  foreign  nation,  foreign  ter- 
ritory may  be  ceded  and  admitted  into  the 
Union,  invested  with  all  the  privileges  of  a 
State. 

From  a  candid  and  serious  consideration  of  the 
extent  to  which  we  should  be  led  by  the  high- 
toned  doctrines  which  have  been  advanced,  I 
cannot  for  a  moment  admit  their  correctness. 
Can  it  be  possible  that  it  conld  ever  have  been 
in  the  contemplation  of  those  for  whom  this 
Qovernment  was  formed,  that  the  powers  of 
their  Representatives  should  be  superseded  when- 
ever it  should  please  the  President  and  Senate  to 
dispense  with  them  ?  Is  it  rational  to  suppose 
that  the  Constitution,  which  recognises  the  sov* 
ereignty  of  the  people,  should  intend  that  a  for- 
eign nation,  naVj  (as  has  been  }osily  remarked,) 
a  Chickasaw  chief,  might  be  substituted  for  thia 
House,  and,  as  to  all  the  powers  given  by  the 
Constitution,  act  in  its  stead?  I  think  it  far 
more  consistent,  more  reasonable  to  insist,  that 
all  legislative  acts,  designated  as  such  in  the 
Constitution,  must  receive  the  assent  of  all  the 
constituent  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

It  has  been  conceded  by  somegentlemeiii  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion,  that  an  act  of  Congress 
is  necessary  to  execute  a  treaty  which  provides 
for  the  expenditure  of  public  money ;  but  that 
this  is  the  onlv  case.  I  can  see  no  reason  for  thia 
distinction ;  the  Treaty  with  Great  Britain,  now 
before  the  House,  stipulates,  that  the  discrimina- 
ting duties,  as  it  respects  British  vessels,  shall  be 
abolished ;  in  consequence  of  which,  our  revenue 
will  be  considerably  diminished.  Is  there  any 
substantial  difierence  between  drawing  money 
from  the  Treasury,  and  preventing  an  equal  aii- 
nual  amount  from  coming  into  it  ?  If  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  can  impose  taxes  and  duties  on 
the  piO|4e,  why  not  ezereiae  a  power  hx  infecior, 
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and  applf  their  proceeds  to  saeh  objeetH  as  they 
tfaiok  proper  ?  If  a  treaty  in  every  other  respect 
ia  equal  at  least  to  aa  act  of  Congress,  why  not 
in  this  1  Why  may  not  money  be  appropriated 
by  treaty,  when,  according  the  sentiments  of  gen* 
tlemen,  it  is  the  law  of  the  land  1  It  has  been 
said,  that  the  powers  of  this  House  are  operative 
only  in  ordinary  cases,  where  no  treaty  provides 
for  the  same  object.  With  equal  propriety  may  it 
be  said,  that  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  which 
directs,  that  "  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  but  in  consequence  of  appropriations 
made  by  law,"  applies  only  to  ordinary  cases  of 
expenditure,  and  not  when  a  treaty  stipulates  for 
the  payment  of  money. 

It  has  been  strongly  urged,  that  because  a  treaty 
of  peace  puts  an  end  to  the  war,  without  the  con* 
correnee  of  this  House,  it  follows  that  a  treaty 
repeals  an  act  of  Coneress,  as  the  war  must  have 
been  declared  by  that  body.  But  I  do  not  consider 
a  declaration  of  war  as  a  legislative  act,  it  is  not 
80  deemed  in  Great  Britain ;  and  there  is  nothing 
in  its  nature  which  gives  it  that  character. 
Amonff  civilized  nations,  it  has  long  been  usual, 
as  well  to  apprize  the  adversary  nation  that  in 
future  she  will  be  treated  as  an  enemy,  as  to  man- 
ifest a- direct  respect  for  the  opinions  of  mankind, 
to  state  in  a  public  manifesto  the  reasons  which 
had  provoked  a  resort  to  arms.  In  imitation  of 
this  practioe,the  Constitution  had  authorized  Con- 
gress to  declare  war;  but  the  effect  of  a  declara- 
tion of  war  is  nothing  more  than  that  those  who 
have  the  direction  of  the  public  force  become  au» 
thorized  to  employ  it  against  the  declared  enemy. 
It  establishes  no  new  law.  During  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war,  the  public  law  of  nations  must 
regulate  the  conduct  and  the  rights  of  the  parties. 
To  put  an  end  to  such  a  state  of  things,  munici- 
pal legislation  is  not  competent ;  it  can  only  be  ef- 
fected by  mutual  compact  between  the  conteod* 
ing  nations. 

it  will  be  readily  perceived,  that  if  a  declara- 
tion of  war  is  not  a  legislative  act,  then  it  is  not 
subject  to  be  repealed,  as  such  acts  ordinarily  are: 
and  the  onlv  way  in  which  an  end  can  be  put  to 
it  is  that  already  mentioned.  According  to  the 
understanding  of  all^  to  declare  war  is  a  distinct 
substantive  act ;  and  to  make  peace  is  another. 
We  never  heard  of  peace  being  made  by  annul- 
ling a  declaration  of  war;  hence  I  conclude, that 
to  make  peace  is  not  among  the  delegated  powers 
of  Congress,  either  express  or  implied ;  and  that, 
therefore,  a  treaty  of  peace  neither  repeals  a  legis- 
lative act,  nor  interferes  with  any  or  the  powers 
belonging  to  this  House. 

An  honorable  member  from  North  Carolina 
(Air.  QkBTon)  has  said,  that  our  co-operation  is 
wholly  unnecessary ;  that  the  President  will  ex- 
ecute the  treaty  in  question,  by  giving  instructions 
to  the  collectors  of  the  customs  to  conform  their 
conduct  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty.  This 
appears  to  me  entirely  erroneous.  The  collectors 
are  not  the  agents  of  the  President,  but  the  officers 
of  the  law.  They  derive  their  existence  from  it, 
and  their  duty  is  prescribed  by  it.  They  cannot 
justify  themselves  in  their  obedience  to  the  mere 


instructions  of  the  President.  It  must  first  appear 
that  the  act  of  Congress  imposing  discriminating 
duties  is  repealed,  before  they  can  omit  to  collect 
them.  Whether  the  treaty  effects  this  is  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Pinkmbt)  stated,  the  other  day,  that  Congress 
have  not  the  power  to  make  any  compact  with  a 
foreign  Qovernment ;  that  if  the  President  and 
Senate  have  not  the  exclusive  power  to  bind  the 
nation,  in  all  cases,  by  treaty,  then  there  is  no 
power  in  this  Qovernment  to  make  treaties  of 
commerce  and  other  treaties,  embracing  any  of 
the  subjects  delegated  to  Congress.  But  it  will 
be  observed,  that  the  |lbwer  on  the  part  of  the 
President  and  Senate  to  make  all  treaties,  is  not 
denied ;  the  question  is,  after  they  are  so  made, 
what  is  their  effect?  The  principle  has  been 
very  correctly  and  ablv  stated  by  mv  honorable 
friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Totcxbb.)  Treaties 
embracing  subjects  not  confided  to  Congress,  de- 
pend for  their  execution  on  no  other  power  than 
that  which  made  them ;  as  to  those  treaties  which 
embrace  such  subjects,  their  execution  belongs  to 
the  Legislature.  In  the  one  case  the  stipulation  is 
complete ;  in  the  other  it  is  only  a  promise  that 
those  who  have  the  power  shall  make  it  so. 

The  honorable  eentleman,  however,  is  mistakea 
in  his  opinion,  that  Congress  can  enter  into  no 
compact  with  a  foreign  nation ;  at  least  the  prac- 
tice of  this  Government  is  against  him.  We  all 
recollect  the  act  of  the  first  of  May,  1810,  which 
enabled  France,  (to  use  the  language  of  a  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  formerly  a  member  of  this 
House,)  to  twist  the  cord  about  our  necks  which 
was  first  scorched  by  the  fiames  of  Moscow,  and 
finalljr  cut  asunder  by  the  hands  of  the  Allies  at 
Leipsic  and  Waterloo.  By  that  act  it  was  stip- 
ulated, that  if  Great  Britain  or  France  should 
revoke  their  injurious  edicts  against  our  com- 
merce, certain  acts  should  be  done  by  this  Gov- 
ernment. France  pretended  to  accept  this  over- 
ture, and  a  compact  was  said  to  be  thus  formed, 
from  the  effect  of  which  we  have  just  escaped. 
Last  year  another  law  passed,  which  provided  thai 
the  discriminating  duues  should  cease  in  relation 
to  all  nations  who  should  adopt  a  like  liberality 
towards  our  navigation ;  in  consequence  of  which, 
some  of  the  stipulations  in  the  present  treaty  with 
Great  Britain  were  adopted.  In  these  cases  the 
President  acts  as  the  agent  of  the  law,  and  not  in 
virtue  of  his  character  as  superintending  our  for- 
eicn  relations. 

It  has  been  said  that  there  is  greater  security 
in  the  treaty-making  power  being  exclusively 
exercised  by  the  President  and  Senate  in  all  cases, 
than  if  the  opinions  of  those  friendly  to  the  pres- 
ent bill  should  be  adopted.  And  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Maryland  entered  into  a  course 
of  reasoning  to  show  the  superior  responsibility 
which  attaches  particularly  to  the  President,  cal- 
culated to  secure  a  more  wise  and  more  correct 
exercise  of  the  power.  This  argument  proves 
too  much.  It  lends  to  establish,  that  all  the  power 
of  this  Government  ought  to  be  vested  in  the 
President,  because  of  his  superior  wisdom  and  the 
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sttperior  respoasibiiitv  of  his  situacioD.  The  gea- 
demao  has  said  moeh  of  the  ioflueoce  of  pablie 
opioton  on  those  who  stand  in  biffh  responsible 
situations,  and  has  referred  us  to  Qreat  Britain, 
Where  he  says  public  opinion  is  very  powerful. 
I  agree  with  him,  that  what  is  called  public  opin- 
ion has  great  effect  on  the  administration  of  the 
Govern  men  r.  It  is  the  unbiassed  sentiment  of 
the  sound  and  sensible  part  of  the  community) 
who  have  not  committed  themselves  to  support 
any  set  of  measures,  because  thev  have  not  parti* 
cipated  in  the  creation  of  the  public  fonctiooartes, 
the  SLing  and  the  Lords  being  hereditary,  and  the 
Commons  elected  by  a.  very  few.  But  in  this 
country  there  is  very  liAle  expression  of  public 
opinion,  distinct  ftom  that  which  is  manileated  by 
election ;  every  person  thinks  himaelf  pledged  in 
some  d^rree  to  support  the  cosduct  of  those  on 
whom  he  has  bestowed  his  suffrage,  and  the  abuses 
of  power  must  be  extreme  before  the  current  of 
public  opinion  will  set  against  those  who  are  at 
the  head  of  a  predominant  party. 

If  the  construction  contended  for  on  the  other 
side  should  receive  the  assent  of  this  House,  i  hes- 
itate not  to  saV;  that  there  will  be  less  security, 
less  responsibility,  than  in  Great  Britain.  On 
one  subject  there  has  always  been  peet  jealousy 
there;  1  mean  the  introduction  of  foreign  troops. 
It  is  a  settled  maxim  of  their  constitution,  that 
they  cannot  be  introduced  without  the  eonseot  of 
Parliament;  bnt  in  this  country  there  would  be 
no  such  security.  Should  we  refuse  to  gratify 
an  ambitious  President  who  designed  to  sobvcrt 
the  liberties  of  this  country  with  a  large  army,  he 
may  negotiate  with  a  foreign  Power,  and,  with 
the  assent  of  two^tbirds  of  the  Senate,  introduce 
foreign  troops.  I  cannot  believe  that  the  people 
erer  did  intend  to  confer  power  thus  tending  to 
jeopardize  those  liberties  tor  the  preservation  of 
whtch  this  Constitution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  HoFUNSOM  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  indeed  sincere,  when  I  as- 
sure you  and  this  honorable  House,  that  I  un  most 
relsetant,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  day,  the  usual 
time  of  adjournment,  to  solicit  your  attestioa  to 
somtf  remarks  upon  the  bill  now  offered  for  your 
sanction,  and  which  must  now  receive  that  sanc- 
tion ov  a  decisive  rejection.  In  an  early  stage  of 
this  business,  I  gave  to  your  coasideratioa  a  few 
observations  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  which  wwe 
the  offirpr ing  of  the  moment,  having  neither  the 
maturity  of  reflection,  nor  the  strength  of  arrange- 
ment. Since  then,  however,  the  biU  has  assnuMNl 
a  i^ape  of  greater  magnitude ;  and  the  discussion 
of  it  has  developed  principles  so  interesting  and 
important;  discriminations  so  various  and  mi- 
nute ;  and  positions  so  novel  and  contradictory, 
that  I  should  feel  myself  wanting  in  duty,  were  I 
to  refuse  the  only  opportunhy  I  can  ever  have  of 
bearing  my  voice  and  testimony  against  them. 
Before,  however,  I  presume  to  hope  for  your  in* 
dttlgent  attention  at  so  late  a«tage  of  the  debate, 
that  every  member  was  looking  for  the  question 
to  be  pot ;  and  so  late  an  hour  of  the  day,  that 
we  are  all  weary  of  these  walls.  I  beg  lenvo  to 
remind  yon  that  the  debate  on  this  biD  was  not 


renewed  by  the  minority ;  nAer  it  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  by  a  very  eon- 
sideri3)le  majority,  as  far  as  I  know,  no  nirther 
attempts  would  have  been  made  to  arrest  or  im- 
pede its  progress,  because  no  rational  hope  existed 
of  finally  preventing  its  enaetment.  The  vieso- 
rious  majority,  however,  were  not  satisfied  to  let 
this  matter  go  to  rest  in  this  way;  for  I  beg  yon 
to  recollect  that,  when  the  bill  was  presented  to 
the  House  for  its  passage  into  a  law,  three  gen- 
tlemen of  the  minority  thought  it  necessary  to 
address  the  House  in  support  i^  it,  before  a  word 
was  uttered  from  us  to  impeach  it.  Was  it  not 
natural,  then,  that  thisover  anxiety  about  thefoie  of 
a  bill,  sanctioned  already  by  so  iaige  a  vote,  this 
renewed  exertion  to  so|^rt  that  wiiicb  was  al- 
ready so  strongly  supported,  should  excite  in  nsn 
suspicton  that  a  weakness  was  felt  soaewiierc^ 
which  it  was  our  duty  to  seek  for  and  expoee; 
that  some  vital  defect  existed  in  the  cause  or  tlie 
argument  vi^ieh  g«ve  this  alarm,  and  calied  foi 
additional  aid  1  Or  was  it,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  thn 
majority,  not  content  with  the  triumph  or  succeas, 
notsatimed  with  tke  prostration  of  tne  adversarf, 
would  thus  pursue  and  assault  him,  defeated  aim 
overthrown  ?  If  this  was  the  feeling  which  sdan- 
ulated  the  honorable  gentlemen  to  a  renewal  of 
the  conflict,  surely  we  nay  be  pardoned  for  re- 
pelling the  attack  with  ail  our  powers,  and  rous- 
ing our  eneigies  to  the  utmost  exertion  of  resist- 
ance. If.  then,  there  has  been  waste  of  time,  and 
fotigueoi  spirits  in  the  continuance  of  this  debate, 
surely  we  stand  acquitted  of  the  fault  and  its  con- 
sequences. This,  however,  of  itself,  I  eoniess, 
would  not  be  a  suflieient  apology  for  my  inuu- 
sion  upon  your  attention  again;  unless  I  nay 
add  to  it  the  belief,  that  I  may  still  present  the 
case  in  some  aspect^  in  which  it  has  not  yet  been 
presented.  I  will  assuredly  not  lecur  to  the  ground 
taken  by  me  in  my  first  address. 

Let  me  entreat  the  House  to  brio^  back  their 
attention  to  the  true  and  single  question  to  be  de- 
cided on;  and  to  that  instrumeni  by  whtck  that 
decision  must  be  governed  and  directed.  We  are 
not  now  sitting  in  convention  to  frame  a  cm»* 
stitution  for  the  United  Suies;  bnt  in  Congrass, 
to  pass  a  law  under  n  Constitution  alteadf  mned* 
This  law  we  mnst  eonform  to  that  Constitatien ; 
and  we  are  bound  to  submit  to  the  distribmion  iA 
power  as  made  by  the  Gonstitutwn,'  whalevcr  onr 
opinions  may  be  of  iu  wiedem,  its  esnedieaer,  er 
iu  consisience  with  t^e  rights  or  cisims  or  the 
popular  branch  of  the  Government.  We  mnst 
raquire  what  the  Constitution  is,  and  not  wbnC 
honorable  p^ntlemen  may  wish  it  to  be.  After, 
therefore  listening,  with  due  respect  and  terror 
too,  if  you  please,  to  ail  the  doohts  and  daogersi 
saspicioas  nnd  jealousies,  forebodings  of  rainy 
and  execrations  of  sectional  power,  which  incen- 
nity  may  suggest,  or  inagination  give  birth  er 
shape  to,  we  must  at  last  lay  down  all  this  ex- 
^travagance,  dismiss  all  these  phantom^  and  so- 
berly take  op  this  little  book,  the  Constitution ; 
examine  what  it  commands  to  be  done,  and  make 
up  our  minds  to  submit  to  iL  We  must  not  amnae 
or  deceive  owaelvcs  with  large  estimations  ef  owr 
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own  power  and  importance,  claiming,  as  some 
gentlemen  have  done,  the  sorereignty  of  the  peo- 
ple to  reside  in  us.  but  calmly  consider  ourselres 
as  acting  under  a  delegated,  limited,  distributed 
authority,  which  gives  to  osall  we  have, and  marks 
the  extent  of  it;  and  which,  with  equal  right  and 
independence,  gives  to  the  other  branches  of  this 
confederated  Government  their  powers  and  their 
limits  also.  To  this  great  authority,  this  charter 
of  our  powers  and  our  duties,  we  must  all  submit ; 
and  I  cannot  question  that  everv  member  of  this 
House  has  a  ready  and  willing  disposition  to  con- 
form himself  and  his  vote  to  the  directions  here 
given ;  I  confidently  believe  that  I  have  but  to 
satisfy  them  of  the  truth  of  the  construction  we 
contend  for,  to  be  secure  of  their  acquiescence 
in  It. 

How  stands  the  qoestion,  then,  under  and  by 
the  Constitution?  How  do  the  principles  and 
arguments  of  the  supporters  of  the  bill  abide  this 
test?  I  state  the  nuestion  to  be,  "whether  a 
treaty,  constitutionally  made,  does  or  does  not 
repeal  a  law,  inconsistent  with  it,  also  made  con- 
stitutionally 7"  This  puts  the  case  fairly  and 
simply  before  the  House.  A  treaty,  admitted  to 
be  on  a  suhject  within  the  treaty-making  power, 
not  in  conflict  with  any  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  nor  overstepping  any  of  the  marked 
boundaries  therein  set;  and  concluded,  ratified, 
and  exchanged,  in  the  manner,  bv  the  authorities 
and  under  the  forms  prescribed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  is  in  opposition  or  contradiction  to  a  muni- 
cipal law  enacted  by  Congress,  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  legislation ;  and  the  question  is,  whe- 
ther a  treaty  thus  made  subsequently  to  the  law, 
does  not,  ot  itself,  repeal  the  law;  or  must  the 
authority  of  the  House  be  called  in  aid  ot  the 
treaty  to  repeal  and  remove  the  law  in  conflict 
with  it?  I  will  now,  sir,  state^  with  equal  pre- 
cision, the  pmitiott  I  mean  to  maintain  in  the  ar- 
gument of  this  question.  It  is  this:  that  there  is 
no  possible  case,  real  or  imagined,  in  which  the 
vote  or  sanction  of  this  House  is  necessary,  or  can 
be  efieotual,  either  to  conflrm  or  destroy  a  treaty 
thus  made.  There  is  no  case  under  the  Consti- 
ttttioD  in  which  this  House  ever  can  have  a  direct 
control,  an  affirmative  or  negative  vote  on  the 
validitv  or  invalidity  of  a  treaty.  A  treaty  may 
fail  to  iiave  effect;  lU  execution  may  be  prevent- 
ed; but  its  validity  as  a  contract,  legal  and  bind- 
ing, cannot  be  touched  by  this  House.  It  may  be 
a  broken,  a  violated  contract,  but  it  is  still  a  con- 
tract. When  something  is  necessary  for  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  provisions  of  a  treatv,  or  some  of 
them,  which  something  is  exclusively  within  the 
powerof  this  House,  it  may  indeed  be  refused;  but 
this  afiects  not  the  nature  of  the  contract,  which 
received  its  character,  its  Constitutional  efficacy 
and  obligation  from  the  hands  of  the  President 
and  the  Senate,  who  have  been  intrusted  by  the 

Sople  with  the  power  thus  to  bind  them.  This 
ouse  may,  in  the  exercise  of  their  power  over 
some  collateral  matter,  as  money,  for  iosttance, 
interfere  with,  and  perhaps  prevent,  the  fulfilment 
or  execution  of  a  treaty;  but  they  du  it  by  a  vio- 
lation of  the  public  faith,  and  not  by  iavalidatiag 
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the  treaty  which  bound  it.  They  may  refuse  to 
grant  the  means  necessary  to  the  performance  of 
the  contract,  but  they  cannot  decree  it  to  be  no 
contract.  The  same  thing,  sir,  tnay  happen  in 
private  life,  in  the  common  transactions  or  men. 
One  may  solemnly  make  a  contract,  and  daringly 
refuse  to  fulfil  it ;  but  is  it,  therefore,  no  contract? 
He  may,  indeed,  be  unable  to  perform  it,  but  can 
he,  therefore,  say  he  was  never  bound  ?  Believ- 
ing it  to  be  in  my  power  to  obtain  a  certain  tract 
ofland,  or  a  quantity  of  stock,  I  bind  myself,  for 
a  good  consideration,  to  sell  and  deliver  it  to  ano- 
ther. I  afterwards  find  I  cannot  induce  the  holder 
of  the  land  to  part  withat,  or  cannot  procure  the 
stock.  Shall  I,  therefore,  say  to  the  disappointed 
and  abused  party  with  whom  I  made  this  engaffe- 
ment,  that  I  am  no  longer  bound  by  it ;  nay,  tnat 
it  never  was  a  contract  at  all,  because  I  made  a 
bad  calculation  of  my  means  to  perform  it,  al- 
though I  made  no  such  restriction,  reservation,  or 
condition,  with  him  ?  Assuredly,  not.  So,  when 
the  Republic,  by  her  Constitutional  organs,  which 
is  in  fact,  by  herself,  has  made,  concluded,  ratified, 
and  exchanged  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  Power, 
shall  she  nullify  and  avoid  it,  ab  inUio,  by  de- 
claring her  inability  to  induce  another  branch 
of  her  power  to  Airnish  the  means  necessary  to 
its  execution  ?  With  what  indignation  and  con- 
tempt would  such  a  pretence  be  received  by  the 
other  party,  and  by  the  world  ?  But,  it  is  asked, 
what  IS  a  contract  that  cannot  be  enforced ;  a 
treaty  that  cannot  be  carried  into  effect?  I  an- 
swer, sir,  that,  in  the  case  of  the  individual,  the 
courts  of  justice  would  punish  this  hardihood  of 
fraud ;  and,  in  the  case  of  nations,  there  being  no 
such  common  arbiter  to  do  and  compel  justice  to 
he  done  between  the  parties,  the  faithless  one 
must  stand  ready  to  defend  her  breach  of  faith 
with  the  sword  of  her  citizens  and  the  waste 
of  her  treasures,  amidst  the  scorn  of  the  world. 
She  must  look  to  the  '^ultima  ratio  regum^  for 
her  justification  and  support;  aodshemyst  abide 
this  solemn  appeal  with  a  bad  conscience,  in  a  bad 
cause.  But,  sir,  before  this  appeal,  and  during 
the  appeal,  and  after  it,  be  its  result  what  it  may, 
the  original  soundness  and  validity  of  the  con- 
tract remains  unimpaired  and  uniropairable,  by 
the  chances  or  the  issue  of  an  unjust  contest,  in 
defence  of  a  violated  faith. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  recall  your  attention  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  British  Treaty  of  1794,  which 
has  been  resorted  to  as  a  text  of  argument  on  both 
sides  of  the  House.  That  treaty  was  negotiated 
by  a  Minister  duly  authorized,  and  was  after- 
wards, with  all  Constitutional  form  and  cere- 
mony, ratified  and  exchanged  by  the  President, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  merits  and  provisions  of  the  treaty  were 
afterwards  examined  and  discussed  with  unusual 
animation,  not  to  say  violence,  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  But  how  was  this  done?  Was 
the  treaty  ever  laid  formally  before  them,  for  their 
concurrence  or  opinion  ?  Was  the  advice  of  the 
House  asked,  as  to  the  expediency  or  inexpedi- 
ency of  any  of  its  provisions  ?  Was  the  ques- 
tion, treaty  or  no  treaty^ratify  or  not  ratify— 
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erer  placed  before  the  House,  in  terms  or  ra  sub- 
stance? Did  any  member,  the  most  abhorrent  of 
the  measure,  ewer  dream  of  propounding  such 
questions  for  the  decision  of  the  House?    And 
yet  such  would,  and  ought  to  have  been  the  ease, 
if  any  had  imagined  this  House  had  a  voice  in 
affirming  or  rejecting  a  treaty,  or  a  control  over 
the  President  and  Senate  in  making  one.    But  it 
hai^ned  that  something  was  wanted,  not  to  con- 
summate the  validity  of  this  treaty,  or  give  it  a 
legal  existence,  and  a  binding  force,  but  to  carry 
some  of  its  provisions  into  effect.  And  what  was 
that  something?    Not  the  assent,  the  confirma- 
tion! the  fiat  of  this  House,  but  its  money.    It  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that  the' objectionable  parts  of 
the  treaty  were  not  those  that  required  this  no- 
jiey ;  but  its  opponents  could  come  at  the  provi- 
sions they  disliked,  but  which  required  no  appro- 
priation of  money,  only  through  parts  they  did 
not  dislike,  but  which  did  require  suck  appropri- 
ation.   Why,  then,  in  this  sideway,  this  indirect 
assault,  did  the  enemies  of  that  treaty  endeavor 
to  overthrow  it,  or  rather  those  parts  of  it  to  which 
they  are  hostile,  if  they  had  a  Constitutional  right 
to  make  a  direct  attack  upon  it;  to  withhold  their 
confirmation,  without  which  it  could  have  no 
binding  operation ;  to  impose  their  veto,  by  which 
the  whole  would  perish?    But,  sir,  neither  the 
treatv,  nor  any  of  its  provisions,  was  ever  dis- 
tinctly before  them ;  no  resolution  or  bill,  either 
to  affirm  or  reject  it,  was  ever  propounded  or  of- 
fered to  the  House.    Why  did  not  those  gentle- 
men, with  the  Constitution  in  their  hands,  march 
boldly  up  to  the  attack,  and  assert  directly  their 
right  to  pass  upon  a  treaty,  as  such,  and  to  grant 
or  refuse  it  the  force  and  obligation  of  a  law  and 
a  contract?    An  attempt  so  extravagant  never 
was  made  or  hinted  at ;  after  a  struggle  of  extra* 
ordinary  pertinacity,  at  last  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives did,  as  I  trust  thev  will  always  do, 
yielded  to  their  Constitutional  duty,  and  gave  the 
money  required.    But,  sir,  to  bring  the  principle 
now  in*  controversy  to  a  test,  suppose  that  the 
House  had  refused  the  money,  would  the  treaty 
have  been  no  longer  a  treaty,  or  rather  did  it 
wait  the  assent  of  that  House  before  it  became 
one—before  it  had  the  character  and  obligations 
of  a  national  compact?   Assuredly  not ;  for  I  fear 
no  contradiction  when  I  assert,  that  if  the  House 
had  so  refused,  and  the  President  could  have  pro- 
cured competent  persons  to  perform  the  duties  of 
the  commissioners,  to  be  appointed  under  the 
treaty,  and  for  whose  compensation  the  money 
was  wanted,  without  compensation,  be  might 
have  done  so.    He  ought  to  have  gone  on  tu  ex- 
ecute and  fulfil  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  and 
the  whole  would  have  been  biodiog  on  us  all,  as 
the  "supreme  law  of  the  land."    Will  any  gen- 
tleinan  deny  this;  and.  if  admitted,  does  it  not 
decide  the  question — I  mean  the  s^eneral  right  of 
the  President  and  Senate  to  make  a  treaty,  un- 
controlled bv  the  power  of  this  House?  And  if  a 
treaty  be  well  made  and  fully  consummated,  under 
the  authority  of  the  President  and  Senate,  it  be- 
comes, by  the  express  words  of  the  Constitution, 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land ;  and,  being  the  law, 


it  must  necessarily  have  the  most  obvious  and 
essential  effect  of  a  law ;  that  is,  to  repeal  or  re- 
new all  prior  laws  inconsistent  with  it.  The  last 
declaration  of  the  will  of  the  nation,  if  properly 
made,  must,  by  an  obvious  necessity,  abrogate  a 
former  declaration  in  contradiction  to  it;  and 
thus,  to  return  to  the  question  originally  proposed 
for  discussion — a  treatv,  constitutionally  made, 
may  repeal  a  prior  law  also  constitutionally  made. 
To  say  it  is  a  law,  but  that  it  has  no  power  to  re- 
peal a  law,  is  to  deny  it  the  first  and  most  essen- 
tial principle  and  quality  of  a  law ;  is,  in  truth, 
a  contradiction  in  terms  utterly  irreooBcileahle 
and  incomprehensible. 

But  gentlemen  had  labored  their  ingenuity  and 
inflamed  their  imagination,  to  suppose  a  variety 
of  extreme  cases,  in  which  the  President  and 
Senate  might  possibly  make  treaties,  destructive 
of  the  first  rights  and  interests  of  the  country. 
They  might  make  a  treaty  which  would  impose 
a  different  rate  of  excise  or  impost  on  different 
parts  of  the  United  States,  although  the  Consti- 
tution declares  they  shall  be  uniform;  or  impos- 
ing a  duty  on  exports;  or  ceding  a  part  of  the 
territory  of  the  United  States;  and  in  order  to 
give  the  last  supposed  case  a  most  formidable 
aspect,  a  whole  State— the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina— ^has  been  supposed  to  be  the  victim  of  this; 
Executive  power.  And  it  is  asked,  shall  not  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  such  cases,  av«rt  the 
tremendous  mischief,  by  refusing  to  ratify  the 
treaty,  and  making  it  void?  I  answer,  unhesi- 
tatingly, no ;  nor  is  it  necessary  they  aliould.  I 
recur  to  my  first  proposition;  this  House  can 
neither  make  nor  add  to  the  obligation  of  a  good 
treaty,  or  annul  a  bad  one.  In  the  eases  put  the 
treaty  is  void,  ab  initiOy  by  the  force  of  the  Con- 
stitution ;  or,  to  speak  more  properly,  it  nev<^r  was 
a  treaty,  and  therefore  caanat  be  annalled.  A 
contract  of  this  sort  attempted  to  he  made  is  not 
binding  on  the  nation,  and  never  was  so  for  an 
instant,  But  it  is  not  the  power  of  this  House  by 
which  it  is  overthrown ;  but  by  that  great  origi- 
nal power,  the  Constitution,  which  has  given 
bounds  to  the  treaty-makers  as  well  as  to  this 
House ;  and  when  either  pass  over  those  bounds, 
whatever  is  done  is  a  mere  nullity.  In  a  case 
like  tbisi,  the  assent  of  this  House,  uniting  with 
the  act  of  the  President  and  Senate,  the  whole 
combined  could  not  give  the  act  a  binding  force 
on  the  people,  whose  delegated  authority  has  beea 
transcended.  This  House,  then,  is  equally  pow- 
erless, either  to  raise  up  or  destroy  a  treaty  con- 
trary to  the  express  provisions  of  tfale  Constitution 
— and  here,  it  will  be  seen,  I  differ  from  some  of 
the  honorablcgentlemen  who  join  me  in  opposing 
the  bill ;  I  cannot  consider  the  treaty-makers  as 
universal  and  omnipotent  as  they  do.  No  part 
of  the  territory  of  Pennsylvania  can  be  granted 
from  her  by  the  treaty-making  power,  or  any 
other  power  in  the  United  States.  An  absolute 
dominion  of  the  soil  is  the  first  and  most  essential 
right  of  sovereignty,  and  with  this  the  States 
have  never  parted  in  their  grant  to  the  United 
States.  When  we  cannot  make  a  law  to  regulate 
the  course  of  descents  of  real  esute  in  the  sevcvml 
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States,  or  to  direct  the  mode  and  form  of  toakiog 
oonveyaaces,  will  it  be  pretended  we  can  bargain 
awaf  tbe  soil  itself?  Besides,  what  becomes  of 
tbe  guaraatee  of  ,a  republican  form  of  govera- 
meot  to  every  State,  ir  any  one  of  them  may  be 
ceded  and  delivered  over  to  an  Emperor  or  des- 
pot? I  need  not  to  detain  the  Hoase  by  explain- 
ing how  a  part  of  the  country  held  by  an  enemy, 
by  the  right  of  conquest,  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
and  when  tbe  preservation  of  the  whole  may 
render  a  peace  indispensable,  may  introduce  other 
considerations  an&  results ;  1  give  no  opinion  on 
aneh  a  case. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Sbbffbt)  had  said  much  about  the  sovereign  pow- 
er of  this  House.  He  considers  this  to  be  ihe  temple 
of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people;  that  this  sove- 
reigaty  is  deposited  with  us,  to  be  held  and  wielded 
at  our  pleasure  only ;  and  as  the  making  of  a  treaty 
is  an  exercise  of  me  sovereign  power,  he  thence 
infers  that  it  belongs  here,  or,  at  leasit,  cannot  be 
exercised  without  our  assent  and  agency.  The 
error  of  this  reasoning  lies  in  not  considering  the 
peculiar  nature  of  our  Government;  and  we  are 
eoQstantly  failing  into  niiatakei*.  by  drawing  ar- 
guments and  conclusions  from  the  principles  and 
practice  of  Governments  of  a  construction  so  dif- 
ferent as  to  admit  no  analogy.  The  sovereign 
power  of  the  people  of  America,  sir,  is  not  in  this 
House,  nor  in  the  President  and  Senate,  nor  in  all 
of  them  combined;  it  is  not  in  the  Government 
of  the  United  States— it  remains  in  and  with  the 
several  States,  who  have  delegated  and  distribu- 
ted certain  portions  of  it  to  the  General  or  Federal 
GovernB>ent,  in  the  instrument  we  call  the  Con- 
stitniioB ;  and,  therefore,  when  we  would  decide 
whether  a  particular  power  beloogs  to  this  or  that 
branch  of  the  General  Government,  we  must  not 
deduce  from  general  principles,  or  the  nature  and 
auriboies  of  sovereignty,  but  look  to  that  insttu- 
gaenCy  in  and  by  which  the  only  sovereign  power 
in  this  countiy-*the  people  of  the  respective 
Stales— have  declared  to  whom  they  have  im- 
parted and  intrusted  the  particular  power  in  ques- 
tion.  Let  us,  then,  lay  aside  the  empty  boast  of 
aovereigatv,  and  be  content  to  take  our  station  as 
appointed  by  the  Coastitution,  and  use  tbe  powers 
there  given.  As  to  all  the  cases  of  supposed  pos- 
sible treaties  which  have  been  put  and  multiplied 
upon  us  in  the  coarse  of  this  dbcussion,  violating 
the  express  stipulations  of  the  Constitution,  and 
overthrowibg  the  primary,  essential  rights  of  the 
people,  I  repeat,  that  we  need  not  fear  them,  nor 
look  to  the  patriotism  of  this  House  for  protection 
against  them ;  we  have  a  better,  a  sure  protection 
in  the  Constitution,  which  strangles  such  an  ef- 
fort even  in  its  birth,  and  requires  no  aid  from 
this  House  in  performing  the  work. 

I  regret,  sir,  that  so  much  of  tbe  argument  in 
support  of  this  bill  has  been  directly  and  avow- 
edly founded  on  suspicions  and  jealousies  of  the 
power  of  the  Senate.  The  basis  of  every  Gov- 
ernment, of  ours  most  especially,  nay,  of  all  the 
dealings  and  transactions  of  men,  is  a  fair  and 
honorable  confidence  in  each  other.  Without 
this^  neither  the  public  nor  private  business  can 


go  along  for  a  moment ;  if  distmst  is  to  be  the 
order  of  the  day,  if  we  are  to  fear  treachery  and 
ambuscade  at  every  step,  the  consequence  is  that 
we  must  stand  still.    I  find,  sir,  it  is  a  favorite 
sentiment  with  some  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
on  this  occasion,  that  this  House  may  ckim  a 
superiority  of  trust  and  confidence  over  the  8en« 
ate  on  account  of  our  closer  proximitv  to  the 
peopte.    It  is  true,  we  are  the  last  birth  of  the 
sovereign  will,  but  some  few  months  old,  and  the 
Senate  i8  a  stout  boy  of  six  years.    We  may,  in- 
deed, be  the  pet  of  the  mother,  as  tbe  last  and 
most  spoiled  child  usually  is,  especially  if  she 
have  a  little  caprice  in  her  temper,  which  cannot 
be  denied  to  ours.    But,  sir,  I  aim  far  from  be- 
lieving that  the  experience  of  tke  Senate  is  any 
disadvantage  to  their  wisdom ;  or  that  they  ieel 
themselves  so  elevated  as  no  longn  to  respeot  or 
regard  the  source  of  all  their  power  and  import- 
ance.   I  have  no  such  apprehensions  of  them; 
but,  if  I  had,  may  I  interpose  m^  fears  between 
them  and  their  Constitutional  r^hts?    Shall  I 
blast  their  powers  with  any  suspicions  ?  *^Beware 
of  jealousy."    If  the  time  shall  ever  eome  when 
the  different  branches  of  this  €h>verament  shall 
cease  to  have  a  just  and  hooonble  confidence  m 
each  other ;  when  they  shall  cease  to  know  that 
they  emanate  from  the  same  power ;  are  creatad 
by  the  same  breath;  when  they  shall  oease  to 
feel  that  they  represent  the  same  interests;  are 
bound  by  the  same  duties^  and  ar«  responsible  to 
the  same  authority,  then  is  the  day  of  confusion 
and  calamity  come  upon  us;  and  in  the  unright» 
eous  struggle  all  legitimate  power  will  be  Mat. 
But  ^*  there  is  no  such  thing.*'    Sneh  suggestions 
are  made  here  to  point  an  aignment  or  turn  a 
phrase,  hut  no  man  seriously  fears  or  believes 
them.    A  geotleman  from  Loaisiana  (Mr.  Ron- 
nnTnoM)  has  said  that,  with  the  Senate  and  Pres* 
ident  claiming  to  repeal  laws  by  treaties  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  judiciary  to  deekre  Ihem  on* 
constitntioaal  on  the  other,  the  power  of  this 
House  is  reduced  to  nothing.    We  ai«,  says  he, 
trenched  ^n  all  sides,  aad  can  move  and  act  in  no 
direction.    True,  sir,  we  have  our  limits,  our 
measured  bounds,  beyond  which  we  mi^y  not 
move  or  act.   But  the  gentleman  is  in  nn  error  in 
asoribingthe  restraint  either  to  the  President  and 
Senate  on  the  one  side,  or  the  judiciary  on  the 
other.    It  is  the  Constitution  in  both,  that  en- 
cumbers both  us  and  them.    They  ate  but  the 
oigans,  the  instroments  declaring  nnd  enforcing 
the  high  commands,  the  sovereign  will  of  the 
people,  as  manifested  and  declared  in  the  Consti- 
tution ;  thev  are  sworn  to  do  this,  aad  this  they 
must  do,  whomsoever  they  mav  offend.    If  thu 
House  overstep  the  prescribed  bounds,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  judiciary  to  call  it  hack ;  of,  at  least, 
in  administering  the  law  to  tbe  citizen,  to  execute 
that  law  which  is  supreme,  rather  than  that  which 
is  subordinate  and  limited,  when  they  come  in 
conflict.    Is  the  judge,  who  pssses  the  sentence 
of  the  law  on  a  convicted  culprit,  guilty  of  mtv- 
der ;  or  is  he  guilty  of  usurpation,  when  he  passes 
the  sentence  of  the  Constitution,  on  an  unconsti- 
tutional law?  .  Are  the  President  and  Senate  to 
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be  charged  with  usurpation,  in  obeying  the  man- 
dates of  the  Constitution,  and  executing  its  trusts 
and  powers?  No,. sir,  in  both  eases  they  are  but 
the  organs,  and  not  the  makers  of  the  law;  the 
instruments,  not  the  source  of  the  power. 

If  we  look  to  the  con?ention  itself,  what  do  we 
find  there  as  to  the  authority  which  is  necessary 
to  consummate  its  obligations,  and  give  them  a 
binding  force  on  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
In  the  fifth  article  it  is  expressly  and  unequivo- 
cally declared,  that  "this  convention,  when  the 
'  same  shall  have  been  duly  ratified  by  the  Presi- 

*  dent,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 

*  Senate,  and  by  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  the 
'  respective  ratifications  mutually  exchanged, shall 
'  be  bindinff  and  obligatory  on  the  said  United 
^  States  and  His  Majesty  for  four  years  from  the 
'  date  of  its  sienature ;  and  the  ratifications  shall 
*beexchaDged  in  six  months  from  this  time,  or 

*  sooner,  if  posbible."  Now,  all  this  has  been  folly 
and  duly  done.  The  President  and  Senate  have 
ratiOed  the  act,  and  the  ratifications  have  been 
mutually  exchanged,  and  doubtless  the  agent  of 
the  British  Qovernment  has  transmitted  to  his 
Court  our  ratification  as  the  consummation  of  the 
contract;  and  yet,  after  all  this,  we  are  told  that 
the  assent  of  this  House  is  still  required  to  give 
force  and  effect  to  the  convention,  and  make  it 
binding  on  the  United  States.  What  a  solemn 
mockery  have  we  been  practising;  what  a  delib- 
erate deception  have  we  passed  upon  the  other 
contracting  Power!  Mr.  Speaker,  I  see  your 
honorable  name  to  this  instrument,  and  to  this 

.  article.  You,  sir,  have  personally  and  officially 
assured  the  British  Commissioners  that  the  com- 
pact you  made  with  them  should  be  binding  on 
your  country,  if  ratified  by  the  President  and 
Senate.  Had  you  at  that  time  a  mental  reserva- 
tion, a  concealed  proviso  in  favor  of  the  control- 
iinf  power  of  this  House  over  the  deed ;  did  )rou 
believe  and  conceal  from  them  that  the  sanction 
of  this  House  was  also  requisite?  No,  sir,  I  am 
sure  you  did  not;  you  told  them  explicitly,  and 
vou  told  them  truly,  that  when  your  act  should 
be  confirmed  by  the  President  and  Senate,  it 
would  be  the  law  of  our  land,  binding  on  the 
United  States.  The  British  Commissioners  knew 
they  were  negotiating  with  the  roost  distinguished 
citizens  of  their  country,  whose  public  situation 
had  peculiarly  qualified  them  to  know,  what  in- 
deed every  citizen  should  know,  the  Constitution 
of  their  own  Government.  What  will  be  their 
surprise,  then,  to  learn  that  our  three  Commis- 
sioners were  either  unacquainted  with  the  law  of 
their  country  on  the  very  business  they  were 
transacting,  or  that,  knowing  it,  they  had  con- 
cealed or  omitted  to  disclose  a  highly  important 
circumstance  in  relation  to  the  authority  under 
which  they  acted ;  nay,  that  they  have  actually 
signed  an  article  which,  by  every  rule  of  fair  and 
candid  construction,  negatives  the  existence  of 
that  circumstance;  negatives  the  idea  that  the 
sanction  of  this  House  must  be  added  to  that  of 
the  Prfsident  and  Senate  to  give  a  binding  force 
to  this  inchoate  compact.  Why,  sir,  did  you  not 
-tell  those  gentlemen,  fairly  and  openly,  that  you 


had  at  home  a  certain  body,  called  the  House  of 
Representatives,  verv  jealous  of  all  power  but  its 
own,  whose  good  will  must  also  be  conciliated  la 
the  business,  and  without  whqse  approbation  the 
convention  could  never  live  in  our  atmosphere? 
It  was  because  it  never  entered  your  mind  that 
any  such  approbation  was  or  could  be  necessary. 
Such  an  idea  did  not  ever  pass  in  your  dreams ; 
besides,  you  have  undertaken  that  the  "  ratifica- 
tions shall  be  exchan^d  in  six  months,  or  sooner." 
How  could  you  do  this,  if  you  thought  this  House 
was  to  act  on  them;  wnen  the  usual  term  ol 
meeting  would  not  arrive  for  four  months  after 
the  date  of  the  instrument,  and  you  could  not  say 
bow  long  we  might  choose  to  debate  about  it. 
For  the  President  and  Senate,  such  an  agreement 
might  be  safelv  made. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Forstth)  has  drawn  an  argument  from  the 
Message  of  the  President,  which  accompanied  the 
convention,  in  support  of  the  bill  in  question.  To 
my  mind,  this  message  furnishes  a  result  directly 
contrary,  at  least  so  far  as  to  show  that  the  Presi- 
dent considers  no  law  from  us  necessary  to  give 
validity  to  the  treaty.  What  does  he  say  ?  ^  I  lay 
before  Congress" — what?  The  convention  for 
their  consideration  and  approbation?  No;,  but 
*' copies  of  a  proclamation  notifying  the  conven- 
tion concluded,"  dbc,  ^  and  that  the  same  has  been 
duly  ratified ;"  that  is,  having  by  a  proclamation 
previously  given  notice  to  our  citizens  and  the 
world,  of  the  convention  that  had  been  duly  con- 
cluded and  duly  ratified,  he  pays  us  the  compli- 
ment of  giving  us  a  sort  of  special  notice  of  the 
fact,  by  laying  before  us  copies  of  the  same  proc- 
lamation he  had  previously  laid  before  the  public. 
He  then  recommends  such  legislative  provisions 
as  the  convention  may  (not  does)  call  for  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States.  That  is,  there  may  be 
some  ooAtters  of  debate  in  your  custom-houses  or 
elsewhere;  it  may  be, you  will  choose  to  equalize 
the  duties,  either  by  raising  both  to  the  Urltish 
standard,  or  lowering  both  to  the  American,  and 
upon  such  matters  exercise  your  discretion.  But 
surely  this  is  a  very  different  thing  from  requiring 
or  expecting  of  us  to  re-enact  the  whole  conven- 
tion in  the  form  of  a  law.  in  order  to  give  it  a 
binding  force  on  the  United  States.  Now,  as- 
suredly, so  far  as  we  may  respect  the  personal 
authority  of  any  man  on  this  question,  there  is  no 
one  more  entitled  to  consideration  than  the  high 
personage  alluded  to.  He  was  a  distinguished 
agent  in  making  the  Constitution;  and  after- 
wards a  distinguished  champion  in  defending 
and  expounding  it,  both  by  his  eloquence  and 
his  pen ;  and  we  may  and  ought  to  place  mtieh 
conbdence  in  his  constructions  of  its  intent  and 
meaning. 

The  friends  of  this  bill  rest  their  argument, 
almost  wholly,  on  the  eighth  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitution,  in  which  the  powers 
of  Congress  are  specially  enumerated,  among 
which  we  find  the  power  to  '*  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,"  expressly  ^nted.  Now 
there  is  surely  nothing  unwise,  or  inexpedient,  or 
inconsistent,  in  giving  this  general  power  to  Con- 
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grets ;  and  afterwards  granting  to  another  branch 
of  the  Goreroment  the  sjiecial  right  to  rejralate 
commerce  in  a  given  special  case,  that  is,  in  the 
ease  of  a  treaty  or  compact  with  another  nation 
on  this  subject.  And  here  I  would  admit  and 
apply  the  rule  of  construction  given  us  br  the 
ffentJeman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Sbbfpbt,)  that  is, 
that  the  special  power  must  always  be  an  excep- 
tion from  a  limitation  of  the  general  power,  which 
is  the  only  means  by  which  both  can  hare  opera- 
tion and  effect.  But,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  a  very 
essential  error  has  been  indulged  in  this  part  of 
the  arjToment.  It  has  been  asserted  that  this  sec- 
tion of  the  Constitution  was  intended  to  delineate 
and  prescribe  the  powers  of  Congress,  that  is,  of 
the  general  lej^islative  power,  in  contradistinction 
to  the  exeoutire  or  judicial  power,  or  to  mark 
the  boundaries  between  the  different  branches  of 
the  General  Grovernment.  Nothing  can  be  more 
mistaken.  The  sole  object  is,  to  mark  and  estab- 
lish the  line  or  boundary  between  the  General  or 
Federal  Government,  and  the  State  govern- 
ments«  The  word  Congress  is  not  here  used  in 
its  strict  Constitutional  meaning,  but  rather  as 
designalin«^  the  federal  power,  This  is  obvious 
from  the  least  attention  to  the  subject.  By  the 
first  section  of  the  first  article,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  is  declared  to  consist  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives.  If,  then,  in  the 
eighth  section,  the  term  Congress  is  to  be  taken 
in  its  strict  Constitutional  sense,  it  would  follow 
that  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
have,  without  recourse  to  any  other  authority, 
the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  borrow  money, 
regulate  commeree,  d^c,  when  in  fact  we  know 
that  they  have  not  this  power  without  the  assent 
of  the  President,  unless  indeed  by  two-thirds  of 
each  body.  This  is  sufficient  to  show  the  danger 
of  fastening  our  eyes  upon  any  one  clause  or  page 
of  the  Constitution  to  decide  its  meaning,  and  the 

Sropriety  of  taking  the  whole  together  in  order  to 
X  the  construction  of  any  part. 
We  find  in  this  eighth  section  that  Congress 
may  exercise  the  powers  there  enumerated,  but 
we  find  in  another  place,  that  the  President  must 
concur,  and  we  must  take  both  together  as  the  law 
of  the  Constitution.  So,  in  this  eighth  section 
we  find  that  Congress  has  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce ;  but  i  n  another  place  we  also  find  a  pow- 
er given  to  the  President  and  Senate  to  make  trea- 
ties, which  from  their  very  nature  must  in  many 
ancl  most  instances  have  relation  to  commerce, and 
of  consequence  so  far  a  power  is  also  given  to  the 
President  and  Senate  to  regulate  commerce.  It 
must  be  remarked,  that  in  the  grant  to  Congress 
there  are  no  exclusive  words  from  which  it  may 
be  inferred,  that  in  no  case  any  other  branch  of 
the  Government  shall  interfere  with  the  regula- 
tion of  commerce;  and  this  answers  the  question 
80  frequently  put  to  us  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
why  may  not  a  treaty  draw  money  directly  from 
the  Treasury,  which  is  a  right  given  to  Congress 
in  the  same  section  which  grants  the  right  to  r^- 
ulate  commerce.  The  phraseology  is  wholly 
different  in  the  two  cases.  In  case  uf  money,  it 
as  declared  that  **  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from 


the  Treasury,  but  in  consequence  of  appropria* 
tions  made  by  law." 

We  hare  urged  the  undiapated  case  of  a  treatr 
of  peace  repealing  a  law  declaring  war ;  to  which 
no  sattsfaciory  explanation  or  answer  has  been 
made.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Lowndbb)  has  attempted  one, 
which  is  utterly  insufficient,  and  founded  on  the 
most  palpable  error.  He  says  this  is  all  right,  be- 
cause the  power  of  making  peace  is  not  among 
the  enumerated  powers  of  Congress.  Why,  by  the 
same  reasoning,  then,  we  may  by  this  treaty  re- 
move the  discriminating  duties,  for  the  taking  off  a 
duty  is  also  not  among  the  enumerated  powers  of 
Congress.  But  the  right  of  removing  flows  necet* 
sarily  from  the  right  of  imposinff  a  duty ;  and  so 
the  right  of  making  peace  would  flow  from  the 
right  of  making  war,  were  it  not  for  anothfr  rea« 
son.    The  Convention  intended  to  confer  on  Con- 

fress,  meaning  as  I  contend  in  this  place,  the 
'ederal  Government,  the  power  to  do  those  things 
which  a  Government  may  and  can  do  of  itself,  by 
its  own  single  authority,  and  without  any  depen- 
dence upon,  or  reference  to,  the  will  of  another 
nation.  Of  this  sort  is  every  enumerated  power. 
But  to  make  peace,  requires  the  concurrence  of 
the  nation  with  whom  you  are  at  war ;  and  ia 
necessarily  a  subject  of  negotiatioiK  of  treaty,  of 
compact,  and  not  of  legislation.  It  would  have 
been  little  less  than  an  absurdity  for  the  Conven- 
tion to  have  said  that  the  Congress,  or  any  other 
department  of  the  Government,  should  have  power 
to  make  peace.  It  does  not  pretend  to  confer  this 
power  on  the  President  and  Senate;  but  merely 
authorizes  them  to  make  treaties,  which  treaties 
may  obtain  peace. 

I  will  offer,  sir,  one  further  remark,  and  then 
detain  you  no  longer.  By  the  sixth  article  of  the 
Constitution,  it  is  declared  that  "this  Constitution. 
'  and  the  taws  of  the  United  States  which  shall 
'  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties 
'  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  author- 

*  itvof  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law 

*  ot  the  land.''  Here  we  see  three  classifications  of 
this  supreme  law;  not  three  grades,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ross)  has  remark- 
ed, for  I  cannot  comprehend  any  grades  of  supre« 
macy.  We  have  three  classes,  all  [)ut  on  the 
same  footing  of  authority ;  and  treaties  are  de- 
clared to  be  as  much  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
as  lavrs  made  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution. 
Now,  the  third  plassifieation,  to  wit,  "treaties 
made  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States," 
would  be  wholly  superfluous  and  unnecessary,  on 
the  construction  contended  for  by  our  opponents ; 
for  if  a  treaty  becomes  a  law  of  the  land,  and 
derives  its  binding  force  and  effect,  not  from  its 
own  intrinsic  power,  but  by  and  under  the  author- 
ity of  a  law  of  Congress,  then  are  treaties  included 
in  the  second  classification  of  supreme  laws,  to 
wit/4awsmade  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution,'' 
and  it  was  worse  than  nugatory  to  say  anything 
more  about  them.  It  has,  however,  been  contend- 
ed that  the  treaty  must  be  made  "under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States;"  and  assumed  that 
this  can  only  be  done  by  the  Congreia  of  ths 
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Untied  Stfttef^  in  whkh  that  auihof tty  resides. 
It  is  obvious  that  this  arguiseBt,  or  rather  a«- 
seriioD,  takes  for  mated  the  whole  matter  of 
dispute ;  aod  shoald,  therefore,  be  proved  before 
it  IS  80  much  relied  on.  But  is  not  a  treaty 
made  "uader  the  authority  of  the  United  States/' 
if  it  be  made  by  the  dcpartmeot  of  the  Qovem- 
meot  IB  which  the  CoDstttation  of  the  United 
States  has  confided  the  pow^r  to  make  treaties  9 
The  authority  of  the  United  States  is  in  the  Con- 
stitotien^  to  be  used  and  ezereised  aocording  to 
the  distribution  there  made  of  it,  and  every  branch 
acting  in  its  proper  sphere  ants  with  the  whole 
authority  of  the  United  States.  It  shook!  also  be 
observed  thai  this  dauseof  the  Constituitott  re- 
lates to  treatiea  made  or  whitfh  shall  be  made, 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  mean- 
ing^^  perhaps  to  include  any  treaties  or  eonvemioas 
which  might  have  been  made,  at  any  period,  by 
any  of  the  individual  Stales. 

I  am  so  grateful  for  the  indnigent  attention  of 
the  House,  at  this  late  hour,  that  I  will  detain 
them  no  longer  with  thanks  and  apologies. 

When  Blr»  H.  bad  condoded,  the  uovee  ad- 
journed. 


SatoboaT}  January  13, 

Mr.  WsKnovEB  presented  petitions  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  praying  Gon* 
giesa  to  take  intoeonstdemtion  the  present  aiiuar 
tion  of  the  cotton  manofaetories  of  the  coantry, 
and  enact  sooh  laws  and  regulations  as  may  be 
deemed  expedient  for  the  interests  of  those  con- 
cerned thevein,  as  well  as  fbr  the  interest  of  the 
public  in  general. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  PoBTBB  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  county  of  Niagara^  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  praying  oompensauon  for  losses 
oeeationed  by  the  invasion  of  that  frontier  by 
the  British  forces,  dinring  the  late  war,  ia  which 
invasion  the  villages  m  Buffalo^  Black  Rock, 
Manchester,  and  Lewiston,  were  totally  destroy- 
ed.r**Refened  to  Messrs.  Pobtbb,  Tbboop,  Baa- 
8BTT,  Hbbbebt,  CaiPMAN,  WiLKUi^  and  MUB- 
febb. 

Mr.  Savaob  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas 
Williams,  lately  one  of  theohtefs  of  Iroquoia  tribe 
of  Indians^  in  the  dominions  of  Qreat  Britain,  but 
now  a  resident  of  the  State  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing remimeration  for  losses  sustained  by  him  in 
consequence  of  his  abandoning  the  British  domin- 
ions and  joining  the  American  forces,  dnriag  the 
late  war  with  Qreat  Britain.-*Referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  YahcbT)  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John  Q.  Camp, 
which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  Y,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  Q.  Camp;  whieh  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whde. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Portbb,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  placing 
the  following  officers  and  private  soldiers  of  the 


New  York  militia  on  the  pension  list,  on  the 
ground  of  wounds  and  disabiJities  received  while 
tn  the  service  of  the  United  States,  namely:  Cap* 
tain  John  Huie,  Sergeant  John  Maxon ;  privates, 
Ptolemy  Sheldon,  John  B«  Williams,  Erastus 
Disbrow,  Jabez  Fisk,  and  Jonathan  D.  Carrier. 

Mr.  P.  also  presented  suadry  documents  in  sup- 
port of  the  claims  to  pensions  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  named  in  the  foregoing  resolution^  whieb 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  Imobam,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bdwnrd  Hallowell  f 
which  was  read  twice,  aod  committed  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Law,  from  a  select  committee,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Rogers,  junior,  of 
Wat«rford,  in  the  State  of  Connectieut ;  whieh 
was  read,  and  committed  to- a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
question  depending  yesterday  at  the  time  of  the 
adjournment,  to  wit :  Shall  the  engrossed  bill  ''to 
regulate  the  commerce  between  the  territories  of 
the  United  States  and  of  His  Britannic  Majesty, 
according  to  the  convention  coocluded  on  the 
3d  day  of  July,  1815,"  pass? 

Mr.  FoBBTTH  rose  and  spoke  as  follows :  I  am 
extremely  reluctant,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  protract  the 
decision  of  this  question ;  and  if  I  believed  the  few 
observations  I  propose  to  make  would  delay  it 
beyond  the  present  day,  I  should  certainly  remain 
silent,  notwithstandiog  the  stroug  inducements  I 
have  to  address  you.  My  purpose  is  to  vindicate  the 
bill  before  you.  and  its  advocates,  from  charges 
which  have  beien  repeated  by  almost  every  gen« 
deman  who  has  pretended  to  examine  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  one  or  the  motives  of  the  other. 

The  bill  has  been  represented  as  contradicting 
aod  belying  all  the  doctrines  heretofore  estab- 
lished on  uiis  subject;  as  a  dangerous  and  un- 
precedented novelty  y  as  assuming  for  its  basis  a 
principle  that  legislative  aid  is  necessary  to  the 
validity  of  all  treaties  whieh  can  be  made  by  the 
Constitutional  authority.  Is  it  necessary  for  mo 
again  to  refer  to  the  laws  heretofore  passed  in  the 
execution  of  treaties-  lo  prove  how  utterly  un- 
founded is  the  first  accusation  ?  Will  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  have  in  such  forcible  terms 
condemned  the  introduction  of  this  novelty  turn 
over  the  statute  book  and  examine  with  accuracy 
the  provisions  made  for  the  execution  of  the  trea- 
ties of  Great  Britain,*  Spain,  and  France?    Sir, 


*  In  a  fonner  address  to  Uie  Hoose  on  this  snbject, 
Mr.  Fenyth  was  under  the  impiession  that  no  laws  had- 
been  psssed,  or  were  neessmty ,  in  ezecntisn  of  thelVsa*> 
ty  of  1794.  A  subsequent  eaesminstiott  of  that  tresiy, 
sad  of  the  actsof  Oongiess,  has  enabled  hia  t»  ooireel 
dus  mistake.  It  was  agreed  by  the  third  aitiBle  of  die 
treaty,  that  merehaadise  imported  uito  the  United 
Slates  from  the  British  teiritories  in  North  Amesioa». 
by  land  or  inland  aavigatieny  should  besalgeet  In  h^ 
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tlmr  will  find  tb«t  tbe  slttntes  |Mntd  in  the  exe* 
cHlion  of  tli«8e  iMCrunMOts  are  twin  brothers, 
eeboes^  reflected  ioitget.  Howerer  tbejr  may  be 
diepoaed  toeoodemn  ihie  useless  legislation,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  foand  their  condemnatioii  upon 
something  more  substantial  than  a  Tagoe  deola* 
maUon  against  novelties,  precedents  for  which  are 
to  be  £Mnd  in  every  treaty  made  since  the  estab- 
lisbflMnt  of  the  QoTemment  of  the  United  States. 
The  basis  of  the  bill  is  not  the  principle  stated, 
that  legislative  aid  is  necessary  to  the  validity  of 
treaties.  Gentlemen  have  exhansled  their  inge- 
nintjTs  their  time,  and  their  eioqnence,  in  the  dis- 
cosaion  of  a  doctrine  otterly  dented  by  the  bill 
and  thoea  who  advocate  it.  The  doctrine  coa^ 
tended  for  is,  that  in  certain  cases  specified  by 
the  CoikBtitatioo,  legislative  aid  is  necessary  to 
the  execution  of  treaties.  Is  there  ne  diflference 
between  the  two  propositions  )  On  the  eontrarv, 
is  not  the  distinction  apparent  to  the  eye  and  ob» 
viotts  to  the  touch?  The  distinction  between  the 
validity  of  aa  instcnmentand  the  ezeeotion  of  its 
provisions,  between  the  obligation  of  contract 
and  the  performance  of  that  obUgntion  ?  We  are 
not  disposed  to  call  in  question  the  propriety  of 
this  name  which  has  been  given  to  this  instm* 
ment.  or  to  baptize  it  bf  any  other  than  that 
whicn  tt  properly  derives  from  its  godfather  and 
godmoiher,  the  President  and  the  Senate;  we  in* 
sist  not  that  it  is  the  figment  or  shadow  of  a 
treaty,  but  that  it  shall  be  neither  more  nor  less 
than  a  treaty,  valid  and  obligatory  as  such  as  a 
contract,  but  not  having  the  force  of  law  in  its 
operation  upon  the  municipal  concerns  of  this 
people  without  legislative  enactment.  And  where, 
sir,  is  the  danger  to  arise ;  not  from  the  establish- 
ment, hot  from  the  eontinnance  of  this  Constttu- 
■         —  -  ■  ■  -  .  . 

higher  duties  than  would  be  payable  if  imported  in 
American  vessels  into  the  Atlantic  ports  of  the  said 
States.  A  provision  perfectly  similar,  so  far  as  re- 
spected the  intercourse  by  land  with  Canada,  to  that 
introduced  in  the  late  convention,  with  respect  to  the 
inteiconxse  with  the  European  British  territories,  and 
which  was  equally  inconsistent  with  the  existing  re- 
venue laws,  which  then  as  now  imposed  an  additionsl 
duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  duty  imposed  on  merchan- 
dise imported  in  American  vessels.  When  the  impor* 
talion  was  made  in  foreign  vessels,  the  same  article 
eontained  dso  several  olher  provisions,  eifiMr  ineon- 
■wtentwith  the  existing  htwi^  or  embracing  objects 
within  the  sphere  of  the  legislative  powers  of  Con- 
giesi  such  ss  the  exemption  of  duty  on  peltries,  on 
geeds  belonging  to  the  Indians,  and  on  merchandise 
csrried  over  the  portages;  the  regulation  of  the  rates 
of  tonnage;  the  genml  permianon  to  import  all  goods 
not  altogeUier  prohibiteo,  dbc  The  Western  poMs 
were  not  delivered  up  until  1797,  and  it  was  only  in 
1799  that  revenue  districts  and  customrhouses  were 
established  by  law  on  Lakes  Ontario,  Erie,  and  Huron. 
The  same  act  which  established  those,  "the  act  to 
regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton* 
nage,  paised  the  8d  of  March,  1799,"  contains  several 
sections  enacted  for  the  purpose  of  conforming  the  act 
to  the,  stipuktions  of  the  treaty  above  mentioned; 
ttose  sections  are  the  104th  and  106th,  (4th  vol.  Laws 
sT  the  Vmled  SUtee,  pages  440  and  441,)  and  embrace 
sll  tfie  ptovisions  of  tho  third  article  sllnded  to. 


tlonal  practife?    Can  it  be  sopposed  that  it  wilt 
be  necessary,  convenient,  or  proj^r,  for  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  to  make  treaties,  to  the  exeew- 
tion  of  which  Couffress  will  refuse  its  aid  ?  Can 
it  be  expected,  after  the  national  faith  has  bec» 
pledged  by  the  competent  authority,  that  any  de- 
partment of  the  Gk)vernraent  will  refuse  to  do 
the  acts  necessary  for  the  redemption  of  the 
pledge  ?    May  not  the  same  causes  which  ope- 
rated to  produce  the  acquiescence  of  the  Presi* 
dent,  and  the  recommendation  of  two-thirds  of 
the  Senate^  be  at  all  times  trusted  to  procure  % 
bare  majont^  of  this  branch  of  Congress  for  the 
fulfilment  of^its  part  of  the  national  obligation  t 
Bvery  treatv  ratified  imposes  upon  the  Uovern« 
ment,  in  all  ita  departments,  the  obligation  lo 
fulfil  it.    The  extent  of  that  obli|^tion  is  a  quae* 
tion  not  now  necessary  to  be  examined  or  discussed* 
So  far  as  relates  to  the  late  convention  with 
Qreat  Britain,  no  disposition  is  felt  in  any  part 
of  the  House  to  avoid  the  discharge  of  all  the  dt>« 
ties  which  are  imposed  by  its  ratification.    The 
advocates  of  this  doetrine  have  been  aooused  of 
a  desire  to  encroach  upon  the  Constitutional 
power  of  the  other  body.    This  House  has  bees 
called  the  pet  child  of  an  over-indulgent  mother, 
and  warned  not  to  assume  rights,  presuming  upoft 
that  indulgence,  which  are  exclusrvely  vested  im 
another  child  or  the  same  family.    The  propriety 
of  this  warning  is  to  be  tested  by  the  truth  of  \\» 
principle  it  assumes,  that  the  legislative  right  io 
vested  in  the  other  and  less  favored  child.    How 
far  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Hopkinbon)  has  succeeded  in  esublishtng 
this  truth  the  House  will  judge.    I  beg  leaveu 
however,  to  remind  him,  that  in  the  execution  A 
this  duty  he  proposed  one  question  and  argued  a 
different  one.    The  question  whether  a  treaty 
subsequently  made,  repeals  an  existing  law  oon* 
trary  to  its  stipulations,  was  the  one  proposed  to 
be  considered,  and  the  one  now  before  the  Honaot 
This  is  to  be  determined  by  what  the  Constiio- 
tion  is,  and  not  what  it  ought  to  be.    This  was 
the  groundwork  of  his  argument;  but  instead  of 
raising  it  upon  this  basis,  he  abandons  it  at  the 
:  fimt  stroke  of  his  trowel,  and  builds  his  whole 
superstructure  upon  a  distinct  and  undisputed 
foundation :  that  there  is  no  supposable  case  in 
which  the  vote  of  this  House  is  necessary  to  give 
validity  to  a  treaty.    Sir,  we  are  in  the  exercise 
of  onr  Constitutional  powers,  and  performing  the 
duties  of  our  station,  in  op]>osing  principles  never 
before  contended  for;  ruinous  m  their  conse* 
qoences  to  the  security  of  public  happiness,  de- 
structive of  the  ends  of  the  Constitution.    We 
are  the  guardians  of  the  rights  of  the  people^ 
placed  as  sentinels  to  watch  the  avenoes  of  pow^ 
er,  to  prevent  the  encroachments  of  all  the  other 
departments  of  the  Government,  and  to  scan 
with  inquisitorial  scrutiny  the  motives  which 
govern  their  conduct.    In  alt  the  discussions  and 
warmth  which  has  heretofore  been  excited  by  the 
supposed  conflict  between  the  powers  of  the  two 
Houses,  an  attempt  never  was  before  made  to 
prevent  the  passage  of  an  act  to  carry  a  treaty 
into  effect,  on  the  ground  that  the  treaty  item 
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beeomea  a  law,  notwithstandiog  the  existence  of 
«  coDtradictory  statute.  The  aoiform  practice, 
and  the  doctrines  heretofore  held,  are  equally  io 
contradiction  to  this  noYel  and  noprecedented 
«itempt. 

In  tne  long,  animated,  and  lucid  discussion  of 
the  treaty- making  power  in  the  year  1796,  it  was 
contended  by  the  Federal  minority,  1st.  That  a 
treaty  once  ratified  was  bindiog  on  the  nation, 
and  that  Congress  was  as  much  bound  to  pass 
the  laws  necessary  to  carry  such  treaty  into  ef- 
fect, as  the  President  and  Courts  were  to  exe- 
cute jts  provisions ;  2dly.  That  if  there  was  any 
discretion  in  Conffress,  it  was  limited  to  the 
special  act  required  of  them— *to  the  propriety  of 
making  appropriations,  of  regulating  duties,  dbc., 
and  that  they  bad  no  ri^ht  to  take  into  consider- 
ation, as  a  motive  of  dissent,  other  parts  of  the 
treatjr  which  avowedly  required  no  legislative 
aanction.  The  determination  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people  at  that  period — I  mean  the 
Republican  majority — was  still  more  clearly 
contradictory  to  this  new  doctrine.  Upon  what, 
sir,  is  the  reliance  for  its  establishment  at  this 
late  day  ?  Literally  upon  a  marpfinal  note  of  the 
printer  of  the  Constitution^  which  says  treaties 
are  laws  of  the  land.  I  will  not  repeat  what  I 
had  already  occasion  to  remark,  and  what  has 
been  so  much  more  fully  illustrated  by  other 
gentlemen,  that  the  text  of  this  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution has  no  bearing  upon  this  question,  it  was 
adopted  for  a  purpose  explained  sufficiently  by 
reference  to  the  article  itself,  to  ascertain  the  su- 
premacy of  the  Constitution,  laws,  and  treaties 
of  the  United  States  over  State  constitutions  and 
State  laws*  Is  reliance  placed  upon  the  article 
which  authorizes  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate, 
to  make  treaties  ?  The  making  the  contract,  and 
the  effect  of  it,  are  totally  different  things.  The 
ascertainment  of  what  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  authorized  to  make  treaties,  does  nothing 
towards  the  establishment  of  the  doubtful  ques- 
tion of  the  extent  and  effect  of  them  when  made. 
It  is  upon  the  article  which  extends  the  judicial 
power  to  all  cases  in  law  and  equity  arising  un- 
der the  Government  and  laws  of  tbe  United 
Slates,  and  the  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be 
made,  under  their  authority.  This  is  not  suffi- 
cient, for  this  provision  is  necessary  to  the  per- 
fection of  the  Constitution,  whether  treaties  are 
of  themselves  sufficient  or  require  legislative  en- 
actment. Cases  would  arise  under  treaties  which 
avowedly  rej^uire  no  legislative  provision,  and  to 
those  cases  it  was  necessary  to  extend  thejudi- 
ciaJ  power  of  the  Gknenl  Government.  These 
are  all  the  clauses  of  the  Constitution  on  the  sub- 
jeet,  and  not  one  of  them  separated  from  the 
residue  authorizes  the  conclusion  which  had  been 
drawn  from  them.  Nor  is  this  conclusion  justi- 
fied by  any  possible  combination  or  analysis  of 
them.  An  attempt,  however,  is  made  to  supply 
this  defect  in  the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  by  a 
course  of  reasoning  upon  the  nature  of  treaties 
and  the  necessity  which  exists  for  giving  such  a 
cooctruction  in  order  to  perfect  the  grant  of  power 


to  the  President  and  Senate,  to  enable  the  Exec- 
utive to  exercise  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  pro- 
duce the  end  intended  to  be  accomplished  by  the 
grant.  It  is  said,  also,  that  a  treaty  being  a  con- 
tract between  nations,  operating  upon  the  partiea 
to  it,  is  superior  to  a  law  which  opentes  only 
upon  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  either  of  the  par- 
ties. I  deny  the  correctness  of  the  data  and  the 
arguments  founded  upon  them.  It  is  necessary 
from  the  nature  of  the  treaty  power  that  its  ob- 
ject should  not  be  defined,  out  the  necessity  of 
limiting  the  effect  of  the  exercise  of  the  power  is 
the  same,  is  indeed  infinitely  greater  than  the 
necessity  of  limiting  the  exercise  of  legislative 
power,  the  more  especially  in  a  Gbvemment  con- 
stituted like  ours^  where  the  legislative  power  is 
bridled  by  its  division  into  separate  branches. 
Unless,  indeed,  it  should  be  shown  that  there  is 
greater  dancer  to  be  apprehended  from  the  com- 
bination aad  corruption  of  two  bodies  dissimilar- 
ly constituted  in  the  same  State^  than  from  the 
corruption  of  one  of  them,  and  its  combination 
with  a  foreign  Power — a  position,  whose  false- 
hood is  demonstrated  both  by  theory  and  expe- 
rience. What  is  the  end  to  be  accomplished  ? 
The  preservation  of  the  national  faith  by  a  faith- 
ful discharge  of  the  contract.  U  the  mode  of 
fulfilling  it  important  to  this  end  ?  Is  not  the 
national  faith  sacredly  complied  with,  either  by 
the  enactment  of  laws  in  execution  of  the  treaty, 
or  by  considering  the  treaty  as  law  in  itself? 
It  is  true,  sir,  that  it  is  more  convenient  for  those 
who  exercise  this  power  that  it  should  not  be  thus 
clogged,  the  more  especially  if  it  is  sought  to  be 
exerted  in  doubtful  or  desperate  cases;  but  the 
foreign  Government  with  whom  your  engage- 
ment is  formed,  *^  has  no  more  concern  with  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  executed  than  with 
any  other  internal  regulation.  It  ia^  however, 
said  to  be  all-powerful,  because  it  is  a  contract 
This,  permit  me  to  say,  is  the  first  time  I  have 
heard  the  doctrine  advanced  that  a  law  which 
commands  is  inferior  to  a  contract  which  prom- 
ises ;  that  the  act  of  performance  is  inferior  to 
the  word  of  promise.  The  very  contrary  is  the 
doctrine  I  hold ;  the  law  is  superior  because  the 
treaty  is  but  the  promise,  the  contract,  which 
can  be  redeemed  or  fulfilled  only  by  subsequent 
enactment.  The  inferiority  of  the  treaty  to  the 
legislative  power  is  obvious  from  the  nature  of 
the  two  powers  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
are  to  operate;  the  first  is  granted  from  necessity, 
the  second  for  convenience ;  the  first  is  essential 
to  the  existence  of  society,  the  second  adventi- 
tious; the  first  operates  within  the  State,  the 
latter  is  granted  from  its  possible  connexion 
with,  and  effect  upon,  the  objects  for  which  the 
first  was  delegated.  But.  sir,  the  effect  resulting 
from  the  establishment  or  this  monstrous  preten- 
sion, requires  to  be  examined.  The  people  who 
framed  the  Constitution  imagined  that  they  had 
secured  ail  their  rights  from  violation  by  the 
chf  cks  and  guards.  They  believed  at  least  that 
no  laws  could  be  passed  without  the  consent  of 
their  Representatives  biennially  responsible  to 
them  for  the  wisdom  and  parity  of  their  eoftdii,Qt. 
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In  order  to  preserve  within  its  proper  sphere  the 
Congress  of  which  these  Represeotatives  were  a 
oonstitoent  part,  thef  fixed  certain  boundaries 
within  which  they  should  be  permitted  freelr  to 
aet,  and  within  which  they  fondly  ima^ ioed  no 
other  aathoritjr  could  be  permitted  to  interfere 
with  the  exercise  of  their  powers.    Inad?ertetttly, 
howeTer,  they  hate  authorized  the  President  and 
Senate  to  mace  treaties,  and  this  general  permis- 
sion is  made  the  instrument  of  wresting  from 
their  Representatives  their  share  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  national  interest.    A  foreign  Power 
or  Indian  tribe  is  substitoted  for  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people,  and  the  President  and  Senate 
with  this  extra  Constitutional  assistance  is  omnip- 
otent s  their  word  is  good  against  the  world. 
They  may  lay  taxes,  borrow  money,  regulate 
commerce,  establish  uniform  rules  of  bankruptcy, 
coin  money^  declare  war,  raise  armies,  and  change 
your  Constitution  ad  iilntum.    We  are  told  that 
these  are  extreme  cases,  not  to  be  supposed;  the 
Senate  are  too  pure  to  act  thus ;  that  the  Consti- 
tution limits  their  power  by  declaring  that  no 
money  shall  be  taken  from  the  Treasury  except 
by  appropriations  previously  made  bv  law ;  and 
some  have  adopted  the  ground  that  the  power  of 
the  -purse  and  the  sword  is  with  the  (Jongress, 
and  cannot  be  affected  by  treaty.    We  are  in- 
formed, too,  that  it  is  not  a  fair  mode  of  reason- 
ing, to  put  extreme  cases.    Doubtful  principles 
are  always  to  be  tested  by  considering  the  con- 
sequences  deducible  from    them.    If  they  are 
iairly  deduced,  and  are  manifestly  absurd,  how- 
ever apparently  correct  the  premises  may  be, 
however  difficult  to  detect  their  fallacy,  we  may 
conclude  with  unerring  certainty  that  they  are 
false.    In  this  case  gentlemen  refuse  to  examine 
because  they  dare  not  face  the  consequences  of 
the  principles  they  recommend.    If  there  is  any- 
thing in  their  argument  of  the  purity  and  wisdom 
of  the  Senate,  the  argument  is  equally  applicable 
to  ourselves,  and  we  and  those  who  succeed  us,  I 
hope,  may  be  as  safely  trusted  as  the  present  or 
any  other  Senate  which  may  assist  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  national  concerns.    Admitting 
the  present  purity  and  wisdom  of  the  Senate, 
have  you  a  bond  that  they  are  to  remain  so  1    It 
will  b!e  remembered  that  the  descendants  of  the 
Senators  who  died  on  their  chairs  when  Rome 
was  sacked  bv  the  Goths,  were  the  vilest  para- 
sites and  panderers  of  imperial  power.    What  is 
the  boasted  restriction  imposed  by  the  section 
that  ^  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treas- 
ury but  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by 
law?"    It  is  true  that  most  important  acts  of 
power  require  the  expenditure  of  money.   Many, 
however  deadly  to  the  public  interest  and  secu- 
rity, may  be  effected  without  its  aid. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  HoPKiNBOii)  who  warned  us  **  to  beware  of 
jealousy,"  has  shown  us  how  easily  this  section 
may  be  evaded.  He  has  told  us  that  a  treaty 
may  be  carried  into  execution  without  appropria- 
tions, if  the  President  can  procure  the  required 
service  to  be  performed  without  compensation. 
^com  this  it  follows,  as  an  irresistible  corollary, 


that,  if  the  looney  necessary  can  be  procured  in 
any  other  way,  the  treaty  may  be  executed.    If, 
for  example,  the  foreign  Power  should  prefer  to 
pay  the  money  rather  than  lose  the  advantages  of 
the  contract.    This  position,  taken  in  connexion 
with  his  solemn  warning,  like  the  conduct  and 
the  voice  of  Isgo,  is  calculated  to  awaken  and 
stimulate  that  passion  against  whose  influence 
he  bids  us  "  beware."    Sut  whence  arises  this 
squeamish  distinction  between  appropriation  laws 
and  other  laws  ?    Is  a  treaty  a  law  to  some  pur- 
poses and  not  a  law  for  others?    From  what 
source  is  this  distinction  drawn  ?    Why  will  gen- 
tlemen after  swallowing  the  hemlock  refuse  the 
necessary  means  to  give  it  immediate  effect? 
Can  they  hope  to  escape  the  deadly  influence  of 
the  poisonous  draught?    They  indeed  prolong 
for  a  short  period  a  miserable  existence;  they 
may  render  the  mortal  agony  more  intense  by 
protracting  the  moment  of  dissolution ;  but,  sir, 
their  fate  is  sealed,  and  no  human  power  can 
sever  them  from  death.    What  is  the  efl^eacy  of 
this  limitation,  supposing  it  to  be  beyond  eva- 
sion and  dispute?    What  is  its  potent  efficacy, 
if,  by  your  President  and  Senate,  a  band  of  five 
hundred  thousand  armed  banditti  are  admitted 
into  the  centre  of  your  territory?     Constitu- 
tional limitations,  without  aiiy  power  of  enforce- 
ment but  the  people,  neither  forewarned  nor  fore- 
armed by  their  representatives^  (for,  if  our  aid 
is  not  necessary,  the  first  intimation  we  may 
have  will  be  the  landing  of  these  hordes  upon  our 
shores,) — what  are  they  against  fixed  bayonets 
and  ruthless  ambition  ?    It  is  in  vain  to  say  this 
will  not,  cannot  happen.    Sir,  I  know  it  cannot, 
will  not  happen,  if  we  are  true  to  our  own  trust ; 
but  if  this  unlimited  authotity  is  granted  to  the 
President  and  Senate,  who  will  say  that  in  the 
next  century  it  may  not  occur?    The  honorable 
advocates  of  this  doctrine  rely  for  the  fidelity  of 
the  execution  of  the  power  upon  the  mode  or  se- 
lecting the  Senators,  upon  their  honorable  desire 
to  live  in  history,  to  be  recorded  to  after  times 
as  virtuous  and  patriotic— upon  the  omnipotent 
influence  of  public  opinion.    I  am  not  disposed 
to  call  in  question  the  correctness  of  the  mode  of 
selection  adopted  by  the  Constitution,  but  if  this 
is  the  only  safeguard,  Heaven  help  us,  for  we  are 
beyond  the  reach  of  earthly  assistance.    Let  anv 
man  who  believes  in  the  unerring  wisdom  which 
has  been  exhibited  in  the  choice  of  Senators,  ea- 
ter the  Senate  House  at  any  period  since  the 
establishment  of  the  Government ;  he  would  have 
found  intelligence,  virtue,  and  patriotism,  but  he 
would  have  found  also,  by  their  side,  stupidity, 
vice«  and  selfishness.    Brawling  ignorance  has 
more  than  once  occupied  the  cluir  which  ought 
to  have  been  filled  by  unassuming  merit;  and 
sacrifices  have  been  oflfered  on  the  altars  of  trea- 
son, erected  in  the  very  centre  of  the  Senate' 
Chamber.    Will  it  be  insisted  thai  these,  at  pres- 
ent partial  evils,  may  not  become,  ill  the  gradual 
progress  of  society,  universal  corruption  ?    That 
the  body  at  present  visited  by  occasional  blotches 
may  not  hereafter  be  covered  with  leprosy,  against 
whose  contagion  the  Constitution  intended  to 
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f;iar4 1  If  tbis  is  not  suffietent,  how  much  more 
mefficieot  U  the  confideDce  reposed  in  their  desire 
to  liTe  recorded  for  their  virtues  it  after  times. 
History  has  been  justly  styled  the  record  of  human 
turpitude,  and  he  who  wishes  to  occupy  a  con- 
spicuous place  on  the  roll,  will  most  surely  suc- 
ceed if  bis  life  is  distinguished  by  sueoes^ul  vil- 
lainy* To  be  virtuous,  to  perform  with  fidelity 
the  duties  of  life,  to  be  honest  and  incorruptible 
in  private  and  in  public  stations,  will  seeure  to 
the  man  his  portion  of  happiness  in  this  life,  and 
a  reward  in  thai  to  come;  but  to  acquire  that 
speciee  of  immortalitr  which  is  conferred  h^  the 
pen  of  the  historian,  he  must  possess  rerr  differ- 
ent qualities,  and  exercise  them  for  very  different 
purposes.  It  is,  indeed,  the  fortunate  lot  of  some 
individuals  to  be  conspicuous  in  their  opposition 
to  the  crimes  of  others,  but  thev  owe  their  place 
in  the  temple  of  history  to  the  criminality  of 
their  opponents.  The  name  of  WASBiifOTOii 
never  would  have  survived  the  fifst  century  after 
his  death  hut  for  the  oppressions  of  England,  and 
the  consequent  Revolutionary  contest.  Wiliiaoi 
Tell  would  have  died  unnoticed  and  unknown,  an 
humble  and  virtuous  peasant  of  the  canton  of 
Urr,  but  for  the  vilhnay  of  Gtesler,  and  the  am^ 
bilion  of  Austria.  Public  opinion,  then,  is  to  be 
the  efficient  guard.  And  what  is  it  1  In  the  pur- 
suit of  our  duiy  virtue  teaches  us  to  disregard  it. 
Of  its  influence,  corruption  renders  us  insensible. 
Admitting  it  to  be  thus  omnipotent  upon  unsuc- 
cessful ortme-— for  hbtory  teaehes  us  that  the 
failure  or  success  of  a  project  but  too  often  fixes 
its  charaoter—'how  does  it  operate?  Not  on  the 
cctme,  but  on  the  criminal;  it  permits  him  to 
perfoet  the  injury,  but  visits  him  afterwards  with 
Its  punishment  The  Constitution  knows  no  such 
guards.  It  was  framed  with  a  view,  if  I  may 
adopt  the  phrase,  to  preventive,  not  vindictive 
justice.  It  intended  to  prevent  the  commission 
oi  the  ofience,  not  to  punish  the  criminal. 

I  will  not  occupy  your  time  bv  au  eKamination 
of  the  strange  doctrine  that  the  power  of  the 
purse  and  sword  being  with  us,  tiM  treaty-making 
power  ia  suffieieatly  limited.  This,  if  it  does  any- 
thing, gives  up  the  whole  ground.  The  power 
over  the  sword,  to  make  war,  depends  upon  the 
same  terms  as  the  power  to  regulate  commerce, 
and  all  the  other  powers  granted  to  Congress. 
No  man  whose  head  is  not  strangely  confused^  or 
whose  forehead  is  not  covered  with  Corinthian 
brass,  can  pretend  to  make  a  dtstioetion  between 
them.    If  one  it  exclusive,  so  are  the  rest. 

I  have  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  President 
and  Senate  may  alter  your  Constitution  by  treaty 
if  these  doctrines  are  correct.  The  Constitution 
provides  that  amendments  may  be  made  by  two*> 
thirds  of  the  State  Lsgislatures,  and  two-thirds 
of  the  Congress*  It  says,  in  the  clause  already 
mentioned^  that  commerce  may  be  regulated,  and 
money  coined,  and  war  made  by  Congress.  If, 
then,  the  treaty-making  power  is  paramount  to 
the  power  of  Congress,  is  it  not  paramotmt  to 
the  authority  of  Congress  and  the  States  ? 

If  a  foreign  Government  can  be  substituted  in 
the  place  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  I 


what  forbids  the  samesubstitiaion  in  the  place  of 
Couf^ress  and  the  States?  The  same  aigument 
applicable  to  the  first  set  of  powers  is  applieaUe 
to  the  last.  It  will  not,  I  presiune,  be  eontended, 
in  these  days  of  modem  improvement  in  the  law 
of  nations,  that  a  foreign  Power  cannot  by  treMf 
make  any  rMiIationa  in  the  Government  of  a 
nelghlwring  State  or  people.  I  would,  before  i 
conclude,  bring  to  the  reeolleetion  of  the  Houae 
an  argument  owed  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  SaaFFBT,)  and  the  answer  given  to  it  by  a 
eentJemaa  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  HorKiiisoia) 
It  was  this:  That  the  powers  given  to  Coofrese 
are  definite  in  their  terms,  and  appropriate  to 
their  objeeU,  while  the  power  given  to  the  Pvcei* 
dent  and  Senate  to  make  treaties  is  given  in  gen- 
eral and  UBiestricted  terms.  It  was  asked,  and  as 
I  shall  show  no  saUsfiustery  answer  was  gtv«a  to 
the  quesdon,  by  what  rule  of  ooastmetion  a  power 
primarily  and  specially  gxvea  to  a  body  can  be 
assumed  and  exercised  bf  another  to  wfateh,  in  a 
subsequent  clause,  a  mete  general  authority  is 
given.  Upon  every  acknowledged  princiirio  of 
conetroctioa  the  specific  power  woirid  eleany,  in 
sneh  caee^  be  deemed  a  reservation  and  excepllaB 
out  of  the  general  grant.  In  answer,  what  was 
ojged  7  Not  that  the  conclusion  was  incorrect; 
not  thai  the  priaeiple  was  false ;  but  its  foree  wm 
evaded  by  what  I  must  call  a  sophism,  and  thst 
toot  distinguished  by  its  ingenuity.  The  answer 
wasy  that  the  Constitution  gives  to  Congress  a 
general  power  over  commerce,  bot  to  the  Pree- 
ideot  and  Senate  a  special  power  over  eommeree* 

From  a  geaeral  grant,  broad  and  undefined  a» 
it  could  be  made,  a  power  to  make  treaties  a  spe* 
ciai  power  to  regulate  commerce,  is  deduced  by 
argument.  This  special  power,  depending  upon 
the  correctness  of  the  deduction,  is  made  an  ex« 
ception  out  of  the  speetfic  great  of  power  to  Con* 
gress,  of  legislating  exclusively  upon  the  same 
subjecL  Thus  a  special  power,  derived  by  argu- 
ment from  a  general  grant,  is  made  to  destroy  a 
special  power  expressly  gnmted.  Such,  sir.  are 
the  resources  to  which  twe  of  the  ablest  or  ^e 
supporters  of  this  new  doctrine  is  driven  in  its 
defence. 

The  same  geatlcman  sought  to  rest  the  claim 
of  the  power  of  the  Senate  upon  die  notion,  that 
the  powers  of  Congress  and*  the  tpeaty-naking' 
power  were  concurrent.  This  idea,  admlutng  il 
to  be  correct,  does  not  obviate  the  difficnh^.  if 
these  powers  are  exercised  upon  the  same  objects 
to  produce  the  sameefiRsets,  there  is  no  contradi^ 
tioa  or  diflieedty ;  but  if  they  opente  in  onpesiie 
directions,  which  is  paeamoont,  which  is  inferior^ 
The  vexed  question  necessarily  recurs.  It  has 
been  suggesM,  that  the  one  last  exercised  is  to 
prevail,  inasmuch  as  the  last  act  always  rejperii 
the  preceding  aot  This  suggestion  is  not  entitled 
to  the  weight  which  has  been  given  to  it.  It  rests 
upon  a  fallacy  easily  detected.  It  proceeds  vpea 
another  propositiouj  that  the  last  exertion  of  the 
same  authority  is  superior  to,  and  sets  aside  the 
former  act.  Here,  however,  the  act  of  one  power 
constitntioaally  eirarted,  is  rqiealed  by  the  act  of 
another  difStrantly  constituted.     This  poettien  t^ 


661 


BISTORT  OF  CONGIUgSS. 


662 


Jambmly,  1816. 


fi.  OP  R. 


attempted  to  be  esforetd  by  anodMT  still  more 
refiaed  aod  indeleBsible:  That  Congress  bare  or- 
dioary.  aod  the  President  aod  Senate  extraordi- 
naryt  leffislatiTe  powers ;  the  one  proeeediog  by 
acts,  and  the  other  by  treaties.  I  do  not  noder* 
stand  how  gentlemett  obviate  the  diffienlty  thrown 
in  their  way  by  the  first  artiele  of  the  Constito- 
ti00|  which  declares,  that  all  le^slotire  powers 
herein  granted,  shall  be  vested  m  a  Congress  of 
the  Untttd  States.  Not  all  ordtinarv,  but  all  le- 
ijslative  power  shall  be  exercised  oy  Congress. 
Where,  then,  is  the  part  of  the  Constitution  which 
contttss  this  extraordinary  grant  of  extraordinary 
legislation  7 

Sir,  what  an  extraordinary  spectaele  our  Qot- 
ernment  would  exhibit  to  the  world,  if  these  pe* 
sitions  are  trae.  To«day  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate, withont  oor  assistance,  can  do  nothing  afiect* 
ing  the  happiness  or  security  of  this  people.  In 
a  matter  highly  iftleresling  and  important,  deeply 
affecting  the  national  ioteresi— the  national  hoaor 
— the  President  and  Senate,  in  their  legislsiive 
capacity,  are  desirous  a  particular  system  should 
bo  adopted  i  this  House  refuses  its  concurrence*-^ 
the  sjrstem  aeoessavily  fails.  To-morrow  a  Co»- 
stiiiitional  juggle  is  played  ofl^  and  the  system  is 
fixed  eternally  upon  ns.  A  foreign  Gk>?emiite«t 
or  Indian  tribe  makes  a  contract  or  treaty  (the 
terms  are  ooavertible)  with  the  President;  he 
sends  it  by  his  Secretary  to  the  Senate;  the  doors 
are  closed ;  the  Elensinian  mysteries  are  cele* 
brated ;  and.  after  the  requisite  sacrifices  In  the 
temole  of  socresy,  the  contract  is  twhered  it»to  the 
world.  To  borrow  the  metaphorical  language  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  it  starts  into  life 
the  sopreaae  law  of  the  land ;  either  establishing 
a  new  sybtem  ofaooxions  to,  and  rejected  by,  the 
Representatires  of  the  people,  or  overturning  all 
the  systems  heretofore  establisned  with  their  con* 
currence.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
so  much  the  object  of  oor  admiration,  and  the 
praise  of  other  nations^  does  not  deserve  the  eolo- 
gmins  bestowed  upon  it,  if  such  practices  are  con- 
sistent with  its  prmciples.  At  one  moment  the 
Senate  is  but  a  co*equal  and  co-oidinate  branch 
of  the  legislative  authority ;  at  the  next  its  will 
is  supreme  and  irresistible.  To-day.  in  the  hands 
of  the  President,  it  is  jKiwerless  as  toe  staff  of  the 
Israelite;  to-morrovr,  it  is  converted,  by  his  as> 
sisttfuce,  into  a  serpent,  active  and  devouring, 
swallowing  up  evenr  thing  within  the  range  of 
the  Cottstttution.  To-day  it  is  powerless  as  a 
fevered  CKsar,  crying  ''bring  me  some  drink,  Ty*> 
tinius,  like  a  sick  girl ;''  to-morrow  it  is  Caesar 
imperial^  at  "  whose  nod  we  must  bend  our  bo- 
dies," with  reverence  and  submission. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  much  more  to  say  on  this 
subjieot,  but  the  persons  in  conversation  behind 
moi  warn  me  that  I  must  not  continue  my  re- 
marks|  without  a  contest  for  the  attention  of  the 
House.  It  will  not  be  considered  as  unpardona- 
bla  on  my  part,  to  abandon  a  conflict  so  useless 
and  ungratefnJ,  and  toleave  them  the  undisputed 
masters  of  the  field. 

Mr.  Jacxoon  said  he  regretted  that  he  had 
coaauUed  his  feeliogs  mom  than  his  judgment, 


when  he  last  evening  expressed  a  wish  to  submit 
some  remarks  upon  the  question  before  the  House; 
a  wish,  prompted  by  the  impulse  of  the  moment, 
after  hearing  the  ingenious  argement  of  the  fen- 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania,  which  seemed  to  nim 
to  require  a  reply  from  those  who  thought,  as 
Mr.  J.  did,  that  this  bill  was  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  carry  into  effect,  with  good  faith,  the  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty.    Mr.  J.  remarked,  he  was 
the  more  reluctant  now  to  occupy  their  time, 
after  the  arguments  just  deKverecl  by  his  friend 
from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Fobbtth,)  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Peonsvlvania ;  but  as  he  had 
given  a  pledge  to  the  Aouse,  he  would  proceed 
briefly  to  redeem  U,  with  the  express  reservation, 
that  if,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  any  mani- 
festation of  impatience  occurred,  he  would  in- 
stantly terminate  them,    f  diffbr,  said  Mr.  J., 
from  gentlemen  who  coBceire  that  the  question 
before  us,  in  cooseqaenee  of  the  coincidence  of 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  treaty,  possesses  no  in- 
terest in  reality,  or  in  the  view  or  those  who  are 
called  upon  to  oecide  it.    It  is  true,  and  it  is  net 
less  fortunate  than  true,  that  thus  hr  the  discus- 
sion has  been  conducted  upon  liberal  principles, 
involving  only  the  consideration  of  what  is  a 
just  interpretation  of  the  Constitution,  without 
the  baneiul  influence  of  party  animosities ;  yot 
it  cannot  bo  doubted  that  the  question  is  really 
and  intnnsieally  of  vast  importance,  as  has  been 
amply  develo|Kid  by  this  discussion.    And  I  con^- 
sider  the  decision  which  shall  be  pronounced 
now,  as  calculated  to  fix,  jierhaps  for  ages,  the 
interpretation  of  the  Constitution  in  relation  to 
one  of  its  most  imporunt  provisions ;  it  will  not 
only  try  the  opinions  formerly  advanced,  by  an 
unerring  test,  but  being  ^ven  in  the  same  age 
which  gave  birth  to  the  Constitution,  will  po»- 
sees  all  the  weight  of  a  precedent  established  al- 
most contemporaneously  with  the  charter.    It  is 
now  too.lale  to  deny  the  influence  of  precedents 
in  a  free  Qovemment.    Perhaps,  whatever  ex- 
isu  of  value  in  the  British  Constitution  is  the 
authority  of  precedent ;  an  authority  so  highly 
esteemed,  as  to  give  rise  to  the  legal  maxim,  that 
**  commtifiif  error  facU  jua^*^  that  it  is  better  to 
acquiesce  in  an  erroneous  interpretation,  long 
sealed  and  become  a  rule  of  decision,  than  that 
the  rights  of  sooiecy  should  be  put  at  hazard  by 
a  disregard  of  all  former  opinions  by  the  ex- 
pounders of  the  laws  and  the  Constitution. 

I  regard  this  as  a  striking  illustration  of  the 
idea,  that  the  powers  of  genius  and  eloquence 
are  so  iranscendant  as  to  set  all  the  sober  max- 
ims of  reason  at  naught,  and  by  the  magic  of 
their  influence  "  make  the  wrong  appear  the  bet- 
ter reason.''  And  althoogh  I  listened  with  con- 
slant  anemiott  to  the  fine  specimens  we  have  bad 
of  that  high  prerogative,  I  will  not  say  I  attended 
with  pleasure  to  the  splendid  exhibition  of  tal- 
ents by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
question ;  for  in  proportion  to  their  strength  are 
their  argumenu  aangerous-<-hurtful.  The  wound 
inflicted  1^  a  gilded  dagger  is  ofttimes  more 
mortal  than  that  produced  by  a  leaden  bullet. 
This  is  the  age  of  reaaoa;  and  the  politician 
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who  seeks  for  fame  must  address  himself  to  the 
jademeot  of  thecommuoiiy;  he  most  convince 
by  his  argamenls,  rather  than  delight  by  his  ora- 
tory ;  and  be  that  gives  a  wrong  bias  to  public 
opinion  by  the  display  of  eitraordinary  abilities, 
is  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  man  who  rails 
against  the  principles  of  the  Gk>Ternment,  and 
openly  endeavors  to  subvert  it.  In  all  Govern- 
ments having  a  written  constitution  much,  very 
much  depends  upon  its  faithful  interpretation; 
and  yet,  unfortunately,  the  interpretation  which 
is  given  almost  always  partakes  of  the  predilec- 
tions of  those  by  whom  the  instrument  is  ex- 
pounded. Some  good  men  think  that  a  main 
defect  of  our  system  consists  in  the  inadequacy 
of  the  powers  of  the  Executive,  and  hence,  on 
all  questions  involving  their  consideration,  they 
give  a  construction  calculated  to  increase  rather 
than  to  restrict  them.  And  to  this  cause  alone 
do  I  ascribe  it,  that  we  hear  doctrines  avowed 
which  render  all  the  ffreat  powers  of  legislation 
a  nullity,  and  which  bind  the  nation  hand  and 
foot  to  the  car  of  the  Executive,  and  the  coun- 
sellors of  the  Executive,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
treaty-making  power* 

In  order  to  arrive  at  a  just  conclusion,  the 
proper  mode  is  to  regard  the  Constitution  as  ob- 
ligatory upon  us — to  indulge  in  no  speculative 
theories  as  to  what  it  ought  to  be;  ^UaUxtcrijh 
ta  estj"  and  as  it  is  written  so  let  it  be  expounded. 
Perhaps  it  is  due  to  candor  that  I  should  state 
my  opinions  upon  the  extent  of  the  Executive 
power  also,  in  order  that  the  rule  I  am  applying 
to  others  may  have  its  proper  weight  in  estima- 
ting my  arguments;  with  that  view  alone,  I  de- 
clare my  firm  conviction  to  be.  that  the  Execu- 
tive authority  is  already  strong  enough—it  wants 
not  the  aids  or  props  of  construction  ;  and  if  the 
question  under  discussion  were  as  to  the  compe- 
tency of  the  Executive  authority  upon  a  motion 
to  ame-nd  the  Constitution  in  that  particular,  in- 
stead of  being  a  question  as  to  its  extent  mer^y, 
I  believe  it  would  be  decided  again  that  no  prin- 
ciple of  public  liberty  required  any  addition  to 
the  grant  of  power  already  defined  by  that  in- 
strument. 

I  say,  sir,  that  the  doctrines  advocated  do  an- 
nihilate the  legislative  powers  of  Congress,  and 
convert  us  into  a  mere  registerinff  body.  Let 
me  state  some  of  the  positions  advanced,  and 
see  if  I  am  not  justified  in  this  opinion.  It  is 
said— 

1st.  That  the  treaty-making  power  is  unre- 
stricted, and  exceptions  to  it  are  by  construction 
merely. 

2d.  That  it  is  a  complete  power  independently 
of  the  Legislature,  and  where  its  fulfilment  re- 
quires legislative  enactments,  they  are  compelled 
bx  ^h®  treaty  to  preserve  our  faith,  as  the  pay- 
ment of  a  debt,  or  the  conveyance  of  land,  when 
stipulated  fur  by  a  competent  authority. 

3J.  That  this  treaty  requires  no  further  sene- 
tion  to  give  it  validity* 

4ih.  That  it  was  promulgated  by  Che  Presi- 
dent as  a  valid  and  obligatory  instrument,  re- 
quiring no  legislative  aid. 


5th.  That  this  is  not  a  bill  auxiliary  to,  or  giv- 
ing efiect  to  the  treaty,  and  is  therefore  useless. 

oth.  And  that  the  security  we  have  against 
the  abuse  of  this  vast  power  is  in  the  public 
opinion,  which,  it  is  said,  is  an  ample  security. 

I  will  examine  each  of  these  propositions  in 
the  order  now  presented. 

The  first  is,  that  the  treaty-making  power  is 
unrestricted,  dbe.  Reg^ding  the  Constitution  as 
an  entire  instrument,  in  which  every  provision 
was  intended  to  have  effect  and  harmonize  with 
all  the  others,  and  that  no  superfluous  terms  or 
phrases  were  used  by  its  framers,  I  perceive  a 
restriction  on  this  power  in  the  grant  itself, 
which  relates  to  treaties,  and  defines  their  force 
when  made,  viz :  The  President  shall  have  pow- 
er to  make  treaties;  '^and  all  treaties  made,  or 
which  shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law,"  Ac 
The  term  "under,"  is  synonymous  here  with  pur- 
suant to,  in  obedience,  or  in  conformity  with; 
for  if  it  had  been  designed  to  be  without  limita- 
tion, other  words,  less  significant  in  their  mean- 
ing, would  have  been  employed — but  waiving 
this  suggestion,  which  ma^  be  objected  to  as  a 
mere  criticism,  I  will  say,  it  is  restricted  by  many 

rirominent  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  name- 
y :  in  all  the  instances  where  the  exercise  of  a 
general  power  is  prohibited  to  the  United  States, 
as  in  the  cases  enumerated  by  the  9th  section  of 
the  Ist  article,  which  declares  that  no  tax  shall 
be  laid  on  exports,  dbc,  and  it  is  restricted  also 
by  other  provisions,  whereby  an  express  power 
over  other  specified  objects  b  given  to  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States ;  and  it  is  wholly  in- 
compatible with  the  plainest  rules  of  construc- 
tion, that  a  power  expressljr  granted,  can  be  anni- 
hilated by  inference  and  interpretation  merely, 
which  would  be  the  effect  of  permitting  the 
treaty-making  department  to  supersede  theleeis- 
lative  authority  in  all  the  cases  enumeratecT  in 
the  8th  section. 

In  this  section  it  is  declared  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  declare  war,  to  raise  armies,  to 
provide  a  navy,  dbc.  If,  however,  the  President 
and  Senate  shall  approve  a  treaty  of  offensive 
and  defensive  alliance,  they  may  thereby  involve 
us  in  war,  and  stipulate  that  our  contingent  shall 
be  an  army  of  twenty  or  fifty  thousand  men ; 
several  ships-of-the  line ;  a  subsidy  of  many  lAil- 
lions,  and  whatever  else  they  shall  conceive 
conducive  to  the  attainment  of  the  objects  of 
the  treaty — a  consequence  to  which  toe  doc- 
trines avowed  will  indubitably  lead  us,  and  which 
will  as  clearlv  usurp  all  the  great  legtsla- 
tive  powers  oi  the  Federal  Grovernment.  An 
argument  is  urged  by  the  advocates  of  this  con- 
struction, whicn  depends  for  iu  correctness  upon 
the  influence  and  extent  of  the  provision  which 
declares  that  treaties  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land.  It  is  said  there  are  no  grades  in  supre- 
macy, and  a  supreme  implies  a  subordinate  pow- 
er I  that  the  treaty  power  being  supreme,  the 
legislative  power  must  yield  to  it.  or  i(  the  pow- 
ers be  equal,  the  treatjr  repeals  all  laws,  thereto- 
fore in  force,  conflicting  with  its  stipulations. 
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The  fallacy  of  this  reaaoning  is  demonstrated  by 
referring  it  to  the  test  relied  on,  viz :  the  provis- 
ion in  the  Con^titatioo  declaring  the  effect  of 
treaties,  dbc.    Its  language  is,  ^*  this  Constitution, 

*  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  shall 

*  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties 
'  made,  or  which  shall  be  made  under  the  author- 
'  ity  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme 

*  law  of  the  land."  It  is  not  treaties  merely 
which  are  declared  to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  but  th^  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  also.  The  Constitution  is  first 
named :  It  shall  be  the  supreme  law ;  it  is  supre- 
mest  of  these  supremes,  and  fully  establishea  the 
reverse  of  the  proposition  that  there  are  no  grades 
in  supremacy;  for  example,  it  is  admitted  that  a 
treaty  stipulation  directly  repugnant  to  an  ex- 
press prohibition,  is  void,  unless  it  is  because  the 
Constitutional  charter  is  paramount  to  treaties 
conflicting  with  it.  And  how  are  these  supreme 
laws  marshalled?  I  answer,  according  to  their 
grades  of  supremacy :  1st.  The  Constitution ;  2d. 
The  laws  of  the  United  States ;  and  3d.  The 
treaties — according  to  a  familiar  maxim,  ^qui 
prior  €9t  tempore  potior  ml  jurei^  if  the  laws 
conflict  with  the  Constitution,  they  are  ipaofado 
void ;  if  treaties  contravene  existing  laws,  tbey 
are  invalid,  until  the  laws  are  repealed.  It  is 
said,  as  the  power  to  make  commercial  treaties  is 
not  withheld,  it  constitutes  a  portion  of  the  gen- 
eral grant  ^^  to  make  treaties.'^  It  is  not  denied 
by  the  advocates  of  this  bill,  that  this  position  is 
a  sound  one;  on  the  contrary,  we  admit  its 
truth;  we  say  it  exists  as  all  other  subjects  with- 
in the  legitimate  objects  of  conventional  agree- 
ments, subject  to  the  limitations  or  controlling 
power  defined  in  the  Constitution.  To  illustrate 
my  opinion,  the  President  and  Senate  may,  by 
treaty,  agree  to  regulate  our  commerce  with  a 
foreign  nation,  because  its  regulation  comes  with- 
in the  scope  of  the  treaty-making  power,  sub- 
ject, nevertneless,  to  the  subsequent  sanction  of 
Coiigress.  without  which  it  is  invalid,  because 
'*  Congress  shall  have  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations.*'  The  direct  power 
is  given  to  Congress,  in  positive  terms — the  indi- 
rect subordinate  power  is  given  to  the  President 
and  Senate,  by  inference  only  I  Here  the  rule 
of  construction  I  have  referred  to,  comes  in  aid 
of  our  doctrine,  that  an  express  grant  shall  not 
be  defeated  by  implication,  if  the  intention  of 
the  grantor  is  unequivocally  manifested  in  its 
favor. 

1  admit  we  cannot  have  a  treaty  unless  it  is 
through  the  Executive  agency.  What  I  contend 
for  is,  that  when  the  treaty  embraces  a  subject 
requiring  legislation,  either  by  a  promise  to  pav 
money,  or  that  a  law  shall  cease  to  operate,  in  all 
cases  Congress  must  act  to  render  the  treaty  effec- 
tual ;  that,  to  repeal  a  law  is  as  much  an  act  of 
legislation  as  to  pass  a  law  appropriating  money, 
or  for  raising  taxes,  6te.^  and  that  you  cannot 
legislate  by  treaty,  because  it  ia  declared  by  the 
Constitution  that  all  legislative  powers  therein 
granted  shall  be  vested  in  Congress. 

It  is  said  that  the  act  declaring  war  waa  repealed 


by  treaty,  and  hence  it  is  contended  every  other 
law  may  in  like  manner  be  repealed.  This  case, 
if  it  were  in  point,  has  not  the  force  that  prece- 
dents are  entitled  to,  because  it  was  not  discussed ; 
and  it  has  not  the  sanction  of  age,  without  which, 
as  one  of  them,  no  case  is  considered  as  of  bind- 
ing validity.  But,  the  ease  is  not  an  analogous 
one.  The  act  of  war  was,  first,  declaratory  that 
the  relations  of  peace  no  longer  existed  with  Great 
Britain ;  and,  second,  it  authorized  the  President 
to  employ  the  national  forces  in  its  prosecution. 

War  is,  indeed,  as  was  eloquently  remarked  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Pimknst,)  a 
great  prerogative;  it  is  the  highest  attribute  of 
sovereignty ;  the  greatest  scourge  of  nations.  The 
good  and  the  wise  resort  to  war  only  when  it  be- 
comes the  lesser  of  great  evils,  between  which 
they  are  compelled,  by  the  wickedness  and  folly 
of  their  enemies,  to  make  a  choice.  The  laws  of 
war  are  essentially  humane  and  liberal,  and  every 
civilized  nation  that  respects  the  opinions  of  the 
world,  and  the  faithful  award  of  posterity,  will 
keep  them  sacred.  By  these  laws,  the  commander 
of  an  army  may  acree  to  an  armistice.  The  Pre- 
sident, who  is  the  Commander-in-Chief,  may 
alone  suspend  hostilities,  and  with  his  Constitu- 
tional advisers  (the  Senate)  may  terminate  them. 
And  this  is  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  inter 
arma  silent  legee.  And,  when  the  calamities  of 
war  can  be  honorably  ended,  the  construction 
should  be  liberal,  if  a  rigid  rule  rendered  the  power 
doubtful.  In  the  next  place,  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
was  a  complete  act;  it  abridged  no  power,  it  vio- 
lated no  right,  and  required  no  legislation*  It 
was  the  exclusive  attribute  of  the  treaty  power, 
fur  it  is  not  enumerated  among  those  granted  in 
the  Constitution.  Again,  the  treaty  was  self- 
executory  ;  and  in  fine,  it  did  nothing  more  than 
promise  that  the  President,  to  whom,  by  the  dec- 
ciaration  of  war,  was  given  the  power  to  wage  it, 
would  forbear  to  prosecute  it  any  longer.  How 
different  in  all  respects  is  this  Commercial  Treaty! 
It  is  to  be  in  constant  prospective  operation,  and 
violates  daily  the  express  injunctions  of  a  statute 
which  declaroi  that  the  British  vessels  shall  pay 
a  duty  in  our  ports,  from  which  the  treaty  ex- 
empts them.  The  treaty,  then,  exercises  all  the 
'functions  of  legislation — it  repeals  an  act  of  Con- 

?^re8s.  But,  in  order  to  establish  the  similarity 
urther,it  is  proper  to  remark  that  we  co-operated 
in  giving  our  sanction  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace  by 
disbanding  the  Arm y[,  and  changing  the  aspect  of 
all  our  external  relations.  If,  indeed,  as  has  been 
contended,  the  power  to  make  treaties  is  limited, 
and  when  made,  the  treaties  are  instantly  valid, 
without  the  agency  of  Congress,  and  exceptions 
to  this  power  are  by  construction  merely, — then 
it  may  be  said  of  our  Constitution,  as  has  been 
asserted  of  Republicanism,  that  "it  means  any- 
thing or  nothing,"  and  the  wisdom  and  precaution 
of  its  framers  and  adopters  have  been  vain  and 
fruitless. 

I  come  now  to  the  second  point  in  the  order  of 

my  arrangement,  viz.:   that  the  treaty-making 

power  is  complete,  and  independent,  dkc.    in  my 

i  answer  to  it,  i  will  ask,  what  is  meant  by  the  terms 
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80  freq oeo  tly  used,  ^  Congress  tkM  hare  power  7" 
And  whai  U  inieoded  by  ibe  phrase  power  there 
employed?  I  suppose  it  is  syoonymoas  with 
rigiu  or  ducreiion,  and  means  a  legislative  con' 
tro/  over  the  subject  delegated,  and  does  not  imply 
compuleion.  obUgation,  And  yet  we  are  told,  if 
the  fulfilment  of  the  treaty  requires  legislative 
eoectmeots,  they  are  compelled  by  the  treaty.  I 
do  not  speak  of  a  phyrsical  compulsion,  but  a 
moral  obligation ;  for,  if  our  honor  bindb  us  to 
make  the  %^^h  do  one  pretends  that  it  should  be 
withheld  for  a  momenL  The  argument  on  this 
point  was  illustrated  by  euppesing  two  oases-*- 
tbe  one  where  a  dobt  was  contracted  by  a  compe- 
tent agent;  the  other  where  an  agent  sold  land  in 
behalf  of  hie  principal,  under  a  power  which  did 
not  authorize  the  sale.  Although  in  the  latter 
case  it  was  admitted  the  principal  was  not  bound, 
yet  it  was  contonded  there  was  nevertheless  a 
valid  contract.  In  the  first  case  it  was  said  the 
debt  must  be  paid,  and  in  the  second,  you  must 
convey  the  laiid  to  save  the  agent  harmless.  Sir, 
these  oases  are  not  apposite.  Here  the  contract 
is  inchoate;  the  debt  is  not  yet  contracted;  we 
gave  no  power  tosell  the  farm ;  and  are  not  bound 
10  make  good  the  engagements  of  one  that  tran- 
scended his  powers.  But,  foreign  nations,  it  is 
said,  regard  us  as  bound,  and  our  faith  as  pledged 
to  them,  whenever  a  treaty  is  ratified.  This  con- 
sideration wilt  always  render  the  question  an 
extremely  delicate  and  highly  responsible  one, 
and  no  doubt  will  have  due  weight  in  deiermin- 
iu|;  the  House  of  Representatives  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  passing  the  necessarjr  laws.  I  cannot, 
Bowever,  admit,  that  any  civilized  nation  is  so 
ignorant  of  our  institutions  as  to  suppose  that  a 
treaty,  whon  ratified  by  the  President,  with  the 
advice  of  the  Senate— no  matter  what  are  its  pro- 
visions—is ipoofatiio  obligatory,  and  that  a  refusal 
by  Congress  to  carry  it  into  effect  would  violate 
the  national  faith.  After  the  refusal  of  the  Brit- 
ish Qovemment  to  ratify  the  Brskine  arrange- 
ment, for  sinking  which  so  much  praise  was  oe- 
alowed  on  the  President,  until  it  was  ascertained 
that  His  Majesty  did  not  approve  of  it,  it  will  be 
recolleeted  that  the  Opposition  partly  changed 
their  tone  from  praise  to  censure,  and  excused  the 
British  for  a  non-compliance,  because  the  Min- 
ister had  not  obeyed  his  instructions,  and  con- 
demned the  President  for  treating  with  him  with- 
out reqairtog  the  production  of  his /NtHefi/ powers. 
Our  treaty  powers  are  patent;  tjbey  are  defined 
by  the  Constitution ;  they  are  limited  in  it.  The 
agent  who  contracts  for  his  prioQtpal,  producing 
his  powers,  binds  him  only  as  far  as  they  go; 
beyond  them  he  appeals  to  the  discretion  of  the 
principal  alone;  there  is  no  contract,  and  the  party 
trusting  to  it  has  no  right  to  complain  if  the  agree- 
ment shall  be  rejected.  It  is  a  well-known  rule, 
that  where  an  agent  contracts  for  the  Oovern- 
ment,  he  is  not  individually  liable  if  he  had  au- 
thority to  contract,  and  it  tails  within  the  same 
principle  that  he  is  not  liable  if  he  produce  the 
power  under  which  he  makes  an  agreement,  and 
signs  it  as  agent.  In  the  first  case,  the  Govern- 
ment is  bound  by  a  valid  contract ;  in  the  second 


case,  the  (Government  is  not  bound,  as  it  gave  no 
power,  and  the  individual  is  not,  because  he  sup- 
pressed no  fact,  he  sug^^ested  no  falsehood,  he 
annexed  his  letter  of  attorney  to  the  agreement, 
and  siffned  it  as  agent. 

If  the  Congress  are  bound  on  all  treaty  ques- 
tions in  the  extraordinary  intercourse  among  na* 
tions,  and  most  legislate  to  give  them  effifict,  we 
are  a  mere  registering  body ;  we  onght  to  go  home, 
and  no  longer  presume  to  be  a  deliberative  assem- 
bly. The  complaint  which  led  to  the  Rerolutton ' 
was  the  assertion  by  the  King  and  Parliament  of 
"a  right  to  bind  us  fa  all  cases  whatsoever;''  'ad, 
after  a  glorious  and  soccettful  resistance,  we  have 
gained  but  little.  If  it  shall  be  once  established, 
that  the  Representatives  of  the  people  have  no 
rights  under  this  Qo vera  men t,  and  that  in  de- 
rogation of  State  rights,  and  in  violation  of  ex- 
press prohibitions,  the  treaty-making  power  can 
**  bind  us  in  all  cases."  In  support  of  this  dan- 
gerous power,  it  is  urged  that,  in  establishing  the 
opposite  doctrine,  we  palsy  the  Executive  arm  of 
the  Qovernment.  And  if  this  consequence  were 
to  follow,  I  pray  yon  whether  it  would  not  be  a 
better  evil  than  to  annihilate  the  legislative  body  ? 
But,  say  the  gentlemen,  we  admit  you  have  a 
right  to  T<yulate  commerce;  yet  it  is  by  adopt- 
ing municipal  regulations  omy.  How  is  it,  if 
this  distinction  be  correct,  that  the  Constitution 
declares  we  shall  have  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations?  One  gentleman 
(Mr.  PiocsaiNo)  has  attempted  an  answer;  he 
says  it  relates  only  to  such  nations  as  will  not 
enter  into  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  us.  To 
this  explanation  I  reply,  the  dause  oontaias  no 
such  limitation ;  and  if  a  foreign  nation  will  not 
treat  with  the  Rzeeutive,  I  should  despair  of  suc- 
cess by  sending  the  whole  Congress  abroad  for 
that  purpoae.  If  the  ships  of  a  foraign  nation 
come  within  our  limits  for  the  purposes  of  traffic, 
our  regttlations,  by  which  they  ara  bound,  are 
municipal,  and  none  of  them  can  be  termed  a 
regulation  of  commerce  with  such  foreign  nation. 
The  admission,  however,  of  those  that  ooatend 
our  power  is  municipal  only,  is  fatal  to  their  ar- 
gument. What  is  the  obvious  meaning  of  the 
term  municipal  ?  Not  a  regulation  of  commerce 
in  the  body  of  a  State  between  its  citizens,  for 
we  have  no  such  power ;  nor  a  regulation  of  com- 
merce "  among  the  States,"  for  that  is  granted  by 
a  separate  clause ;  but  its  regulation  in  the  ports 
and  narbora  of  the  United  States^tbe  very  office 
which  it  is  contended  this  treaty  performs  in  de- 
fiance of  the  law  in  your  statute  book.  It  is 
argued  that  a  treaty  may,  without  legislative  aid. 
regulate  our  foreign  trade  by  defining  what  shall 
be  deemed  contraband  of  war,  and  by  prohibiting 
exports  of  such  articles.  I  admit  that  the  treaty 
power  may  stipulate  as  to  what  articles  shall  be 
contraband,  and  yet  I  deny  the  right  of  that  power 
to  prohibit  their  exportation.  The  law  of  nations 
designates  certain  articles  as  contraband  of  war ; 
these  have  been  particularly  defined  by  conven- 
tional agreements,  and  that  between  Russia  and 
England  is  the  most  liberal*  in  these  articles 
yoa  shall  not  trade  with  a  nation  at  war,  because 
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sach  a  nation,  con?ertmg  them  Co  U^e  purposes 
of  war^  is  thereby  enabled  to  annoy  its  adversary, 
and  being  neutral  yourself,  it  is  your  duty  to  pre- 
serve an  lorioiable  impartiality  between  the  bel- 
ligerents; yet  a  trade  in  those  artieles  is.  not  un- 
lawful, provided  it  is  carried  on  with  a  Power  at 
peace^  and  consequently  it  being  a  belligerent  re- 
strictioui  it  ceases  entirely  to  have  effect  in  time 
of  pjeace,  and  in  time  of  war  is  confined  to  the 
parties  at  war.  It  follows  as  a  necesssry  conse- 
quence that  the  exportation  cannot  be  interdicted, 
but  the  destination  merely. 

The  third  position  assumed  is,  that  the  treaty 
requires  no  sanction;  beoaase,  says  the  gentle- 
man  from  Pennsvlvaaia,  (Mr.  HopciifBOif,)  all 
prior  coofltctiug  laws  are  repealed  by  the  treaty. 
The  repeah  of  a  law,  as  has  been  shown,  is  a  legis- 
lative act,  and  all  legislative  powers  are  vested 
in  Congress.  The  conclusion  ie,  therefore,  irre- 
sistible, that  the  argument  is  erroneous.  An- 
other remark  is,  that  there  is  no  instance  of  the 
•question  being  put,  whether  a  treaty  or  no  treaty ; 
that  in  1795  this  House  only  claimed  the  right 
to  withhold  or  grant  money  to  carry  the  treaty 
into  effect.  So  in  this  case  we  say  as  it  proposes 
to  regulate  commerce  by  repealing  the  discrimi- 
nating duties,  we  have  the  ri^ht  to  decide  upon 
such  repeal,  and  do  not  decide  the  question  of 
.treaty  or  no  treaty  either.  And  this  for  a  plain 
and  obvious  reason :  it  does  not  comport  with  the 
practice  of  the  House,  or  rules  of  legislation,  to 
decide  an  abstract  proposition.  The  only  depar- 
ture from  this  rule,  that  I  recollect,  was  when,  in 
consequence  of  toe  outrageous  edicts  of  Great 
Bntatn  and  France,  this  House  solemnly  declared, 
by  tbe  votes  of  all  the  membe«s  exoept  two,  (ami 
these  two  pfi^esed  the  deela«ation  on  the  croaad 
that  At  was  aa  ifN^lar  €0uaaj>  that  -tiue  Jjmited 
States  eottld  no  ^ger  aobaut  to  Ihow  edieis 
without  a  sacrifice  of  their  rigbtS)  ha»or,  and  an- 
dependeoee.  It  is  said,  also,  that  when  the  treaty 
power  is  violated,  the  check  is  not  here,  but  in 
the  Constitution.  Certainly,  sir,  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  if  we  permit  the  Constitutional  powers 
of  the  Legislature  to  be  usurped,  without  an 
effort  to  maintain  them,  we  cannot  answer  for 
our  conduct  to  our  consciences  or  to  our  coun- 
try. We  stand  here  as  the  seatineUof  the  people 
to  challenge  all  hostile  atteoipts  to  invade  their 
liberties,  all  hostile  attacks  subvctaive  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  Honciusoff)  told  us  the 
argument  in  support  of  the  bill  was  built  upon 
the  supposed  imprq>riety  of  the  eoaduct  of  the 
Senate.  How,  wherein,  I  pray  you  ?  By  assert- 
ing our  rights;  in  performing  our  duties?  We 
claim  to  participate  in  acts  of  legislation ;  we 
cannot^  if  we  would,  permit  the  Senate  to  legis- 
late ;  if  there  be  any  inference  of  impropriety, 
the  fault  lies  in  the  Constitution  in  creating  two 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  not  in  peiform- 
ing  our  functions  as  one  of  them.  We  were  called 
the  spoiled  child  of  the  Constitution,  and  were 
solemnly  admonished  to  beware  of  jealousy.  Sir, 
we  are  the  favorites  of  the  Constitution,  the  great 
agent  of  aU  political  operations ;  the  money  of 


the  people  has  been  confided  to  us ;  the  pnne- 
strings  of  the  nation  have  been  given  into  our 
hands,  and.  until  we  loosen  them,  not  a  dollar  can. 
be  drawn  from  their  pockels.  But  wherein,  1  ask, 
do  we  manifest  this  jealousy  ?  If  by  the  term  it 
be  meant  that  nice  sense  of  propriety  which  in- 
duces the  world,  in  speakiaj^  of  a  nigh-miudcd 
fentleman,  to  say  that  he  is  jealous  of  his  honor, 
accept  the  application ;  but  if  it  be  meant  that 
we  manifest  a  distrust  of  the  virtue  or  patriotism 
of  the  Senate,  I  disavow  it.  Our  ground  is  ^• 
vated  above  the  atmosphere  in  which  jealousy  of 
that  kind  finds  its  aliment;  it  is  the|fround  of 
faithful  interpretation  and  not  of  ojtpediency;  and 
I  will  ask  the  gentleman,  in  his  own  language,  if 
the  assertion  was  not  used  to  point  an  argument 
or  to  round  a  period  1 

If  the  view  already  presented  be  a  correct  one, 
not  only  does  the  treaty  require  the  sanctions  of 
a  law,  but  it  cannot  be  executed  without  an  act 
of  the  Legislature.  It  was  remarked  that  this 
construction  wonld  violate  the  assurances  of  our 
Ministers,  as  they  told  the  British  the  treaty 
would  be  complete  on  being  ratified,  and  thefifui 
article  was  read  in  support  of  the  aesertioo.  Sup- 
pose that  such  was  indeed  their  opinion  in  form ; 
It  proves  nothing  more  than  the  discussion  now 
proves,  that  many  distinguished  able  men  take 
up  a  similar  opinion ;  the  true  question  is,  whidi 
opinion  is  the  correct  one. 

And  this  brings  me  to  the  consideration  of  the 
ith  point,  viz:  that  the  treaty  was  promulgated 
by  the  President  as  a  valid  and  binding  instru- 
ment requiring  no  legislation.  I  wish  it  to  be 
understood  that  I  disclaim  entirely  the  binding 
influence  of  aay  opinions  from  any  quarter;  the 
weight  they  ought  to  have  is  always  proportioned 
to  their  inherent correctAes8,and  thedistinguiehed 
talents  of  those  by  whom  they  are  pronounced. 
I  always  pay  due  respect  to  auch  authoritv.  for 
the  same  reason  that  I  would  in  a  court  or  law 
to  the  judgments  of  Lord  fiUenbeiough.  But 
the  President  has  not  expressed  the  opinion,  ac- 
cording to  my  view,  that  the  gentlemen  ascribe 
to  him,  but  the  reverse.  I  have  been  led  to  com- 
pare the  language  of  the  prockmaiion  promul- 
gating this  treaty  with  that  used  in  the  cases  of 
the  declaration  of  war  issued  on  the  19th  of  June, 
1812,  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  dated  the  18th  of 
February,  1815,  and  I  find  a  marked  difference 
between  them.  [Here  Mr.  J.  read  the  proclama- 
tions alluded  to,  which  after  annouaeiag  the 
facts,  "  enjoins  all  persons  to  be  vigilant  and  zeal- 
ous in  discharging  their  duties  aad  Aithfully  to 
observe  and  fulfil  the  treaty."  whilst  the  procla- 
mation touching  the  convention  declares  merely 
that  it  has  been  *' accepted,  ratified  and  con- 
firmed."] Why,  I  ask  you,  this  material  differ- 
ence in  the  proclamatioas?  The  Treaty  of  Peace 
proclaims  the  fact  to  which  it  relates  and  "^specially 
enjoins  a  faithful  observance  and  fulfilment  of 
the  treaty."  The  convention  is  simply  accom- 
panied by  a  notice  that  ic  has  been  accepted  and 
ratified.  Sir,  the  answer  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Message  of  the  President  dated  the  22d  of  De- 
cember, in  whijchhe  "recommends  to  Congress 
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sach  legislative  prorisions  as  the  coDrentioa  may 
call  for  on  the  part  of  the  Uoited  States.**  Where- 
fore this  Message,  if  the  President  did  not  believe 
that  legislative  aid  was  necessary  ?  The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.Hopciwsoii,)  in  dis- 
cussing this  point,  adverted  to  the  Message  and 
criticised  its  language.  The  President,  said  he. 
has  not  used  the  term  does  call  for;  bat  may  call 
for.  The  word  may  is  synonymous  with  shail  or 
wUlj  and  to  my  mind  conveys  the  same  idea  with 
doe$.  the  word  selected  by  the  gentlemen.  And 
can  It  be  supposed  that  the  President  intended 
this  evasion  ?  Why  recommend  to  us  legislative 
provisions  at  all,  if  none  were  necessary,  and  he 
considered  them  unnecessary  ? 

The  6th  and  last  point  to  be  noticed  is,  that  the 
security  we  have  against  the  abuse  of  the  vast 
power  contended  for  by  the  opponents  of  this  bill, 
IS  in  the  public  opinion.  I  differ  with  my  friend 
from  Georgia  in  regard  to  public  opinion,  accord- 
ing to  the  acceptation  of  his  remarks,  though  I 
believe  we  do  not  essentially  differ.  I  bow  to  the 
public  opinion,  revere  it,  and  the  politician  who 
defies  its  mandates  will  sooner  or  later  be  pros- 
trated by  them.  The  voop  popidi  is  emphatically 
the  voa:  deL  Not  the  spurious  opinion  of  a  faction 
that  lives  uppn  the  breath  of  a  demagogue,  and 
which  passes  by  me  as  the  idle  wind  which  1  re- 
f^rd  not.  But  that  sober  deliberate  opinion  which 
18  slow  to  censure  and  reluctant  to  condemn,  until 
reason  and  truth  come  in  aid  of  rumor,  and  stamp 
their  impression  upon  its  award.  Which,  al- 
though \m  the  pendulum  of  a  clock  it  may  by 
winuiag  up  the  wheels  oscillate  to  and  fro  until 
the  impetus  which  propels  it  is  exhausted,  at  last 
stands  still  at  that  central  point  where  its  influ- 
ence is  unbounded,  and  its  power  is  irresistible. 
Yet  for  that  very  reason  that  it  is  slow  to  oper- 
ate, is  it  improper  to  rely  on  it  as  the  only  safe- 
guard. Why  a  written  Constitution  at  all,  why 
not  abolish  the  instrument  and  declare  at  once 
that  the  whole  reliance  is  on  public  opinion? 
Sir,  if  our  Henry  had  been  told  of  this  as  the  se- 
curity, by  the  advocates  for  the  Constitution,  in 
the  Convention  of  which  he  was  a  member;  the 
lightning  of  his  eloquence,  vivid,  lasting,  pierc- 
ing as  it  was  when  thus  elicited,  would  have  been 
poured  out  in  such  a  resistless  stream,  that  the 
parchment,  like  the  oak  of  the  forest  when  riven 
by  the  boiu  of  Heaven,  would  have  been  torn  to 
pieces  and  scattered  in  countless  fragments  to  the 
four  winds  of  the  earth.  We  have  a  security 
against  the  abuse  of  power  which  is  ample,  if  it  be 
only  vigilantly  guarded  and  faithfully  observed. 
It  liee— 

1st.  Id  the  Constitution  itself; 
2d.  Id  the  oaths  of  those  who  have  sworn  to 
support  it; 
3d.  In  the  moral  sense  of  the  public  agents; 
4tb.  In  their  responsibility  to  the  people ;  and 
5ih.  In  the  force  of  the  public  opinion. 

By  a  due  exercise  of  all  their  proper  functions 
by  all,  we  shall  hand  down  this  Coostitution  un- 
impaired to  our  posterity,  and  they  to  theirsi  with 
the  holy  excltmation  of  ettoperpetuaf 


Mr.  Hdger  rose,  he  assured  the  House,  not  to 
take  a  part  in  the  debate,  nor  to  offer  any  argu- 
ments of  his  own.  It  would  be  unpardonable  in 
him  to  do  so  at  that  late  hour,  when  the  patience 
of  the  House  must  be  so  nearly  exhausted,  and 
the  subject  had  been  discussed  so  ably,  so  inlly, 
and,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  so  unanswerably,  on 
that  side  of  the  question,  which  he  should  sup- 
port by  his  vote.  Yet,  as  it  had  escaped  all 
those  who  had  preceded  him,  be  could  not  refuse 
to  himself  the  gratification,  before  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken,  of  directing  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  an  authority  which  (if  the  arguments 
already  adduced  had  not  produced  conviction  on 
every  mind)  coold  not  fail  to  decide  the  point  at 
issue,  and  under  the  shadow  of  which  he  should 
at  all  events  be  most  happy  to  record  his  name. 
Qentlemen  themselves,  he  was  well  satisfied, 
would  feel  indebted  to  nim,  late  as  the  hour  was, 
for  offering  to  their  consideration,  before  the  final 
vote  was  taken,  the  extracts  he  was  about  to  read 
from  the  book  he  had  in  his  hand,  when  he  in^ 
formed  them  that  they  were  from  the  pen  of  the 
immortal  WASHiNOTOif. 

Without  further  preface,  therefore,  he  begged 
leave  to  refer  gentlemen  to  the  journals  ofthe 
ith  Congress,  page  193,  in  which  they  would  find 
recorded  President  Washington's  Message  ae- 
companying  the  Treaty  with  Qreat  Britain,  oa, 
as  it  is  usually  called,  Jay's  Treaty  of '94-'5,  in 
the  following  words: 

**  Gentkmen  ofthe  Senate 

and  Hotue  of  Rqfreeentatives  : 

"  The  Treaty  of  Amity,  Oommeite,  and  Navigation 
between  the  United  States  of  America  and  His  Bri- 
tannic Majesty,  having  been  duly  ratified,  and  the 
ratifications  having  been  exchanged  at  London  the 
Sfith  of  Oetober,4796^  I  have  directed  (he  same  to  be 
promulgated,  and  tmnamit  a  copy  hereof  fi>r  the  in- 
fonnation  of  Congress. 

•«  a  WASHINGTON. 

•<  Mabcb  6,  1796." 

Such,  then,  was  the  Message  of  President 
Washington,  which  accompanied  the  copy  of  the 
Treaty  of  '94-'95,  transmitted  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  information  of  Congress, 
.but  asking  no  legislative  aid,  sanction  or  co-op- 
eration  whatsoever,  although  the  Treaty  had 
(in  that  precisely  as  in  the  present  instance)  been 
exchanged,  ratified,  and  directed  by  him  to  be 
promulgated. 

But  it  will  be  further  recollected,  that  in  the 
course  of  the  discussion  which  afterwards  took 
place  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty,  grounds  were 
taken  similar  to  those  now  contended  for,  and  a 
resolution  was  passed  requiring  the  President  to 
lay  before  the  House  of  Representatives  copies  of 
certain  papers  which  it  was  presumed  might 
throw  a  light  upon  the  merits  of  the  treaty.  In 
answer  to  this  resolution,  or  request,  the  President 
returned  a  written  Message  on  the  30th  March, 
which  would  be  found  in  the  journals,  page  893. 
Mr.  H.  observed  he  would  not  take  op  the  time 
of  the  House  by  reading  the  whole  Message  at 
length,  but  he  earnestly  requested,  aod  fell  him* 
self  authorised  to  claimt  ^b*  undivided  aiuntioa 
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of  gciktlemea  to  such  extracts  as  had  a  particular 
beariDff  od  the  questioa  now  aboat  to  be  decided, 
and  which  he  should  proceed  to  submit  to  them. 

"  The  couiM  which  the  debate  has  taken  on  the 
letolatkni  of  the  Houae,  leada  to  eome  bbeermtiooe  on 
the  mode  of  making  treatiea  under  the  Conititation  of 
the  United  Stotee. 

^  Having  been  a  memtier  of  the  Generti  AaMmUy, 
and  knowing  theprinciplee  on  which  the  Conatitntion 
was  £»nned,  I  have  ever  entertained  bat  one  opinion 
on  this  snbject ;  and  fipom  the  fint  eetablidiment  of  the 
Government  to  this  moment,  my  conduct  has  exem- 
plified that  opinion;  that  the  power  of  making  treaties 
IS  exclusively  vested  in  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate ;  and  that  every 
treaty  so  made  and  promulgated  thenceforward  be- 
came the  law  of  the  land. 

**  It  is  thus  the  treaty-making  power  has  been  un- 
derstood by  foreign  nations ;  and  in  all  the  traaties 
flUide  with  them,  we  havo  declared,  and  they  have  be- 
lieved, that  when  ratified  by  the  President,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  they  became  obliga- 
tory. In  this  construction  of  the  Constitution,  eveiy 
Howe  of  Represeatalivwi  has  heretofore  acquiesced, 
and  until  the  present  time  net  a  doubt  or  suspicion  iias 
appeared,  to  my  knowledge,  that  this  construction 
was  not  the  true  one ;  nay,  ihtj  have  more  tiian  ac- 
quiesoedy  fn  till  now,  without  controverting  the  obli- 
gation of  such  treaties,  they  have  made  aU  the  requi- 
site  provisions  lor  carrying  them  into  effect. 

^  There  is  also  reason  to  believe  that  this  construc- 
tion agrees  with  the  opinions  entertained  by  the  State 
conventions  when  they  were  deliberating  on  the  Con- 
stitution, especially  by  those  who  objected  to  it,  be- 
cause there  was  not  required,  in  commercial  treaties, 
the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  die  whole  number  of  the 
members  of  the  Senate,  instead  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Senators  present,  and  because  in  treaties  respecting 
territorial  and  certain  other  righte  and  claims,  tne  con- 
currence of  three-fourths  of  the  whole  number  of  the 
members  of  both  Houses,  respectively,  was  not  made 


*  It  ia  a  foct  deelared  by  the  General  Convention, 
and  universally  undeistood,  that  the  Constitation  of 
the  United  States  was  the  result  of  a  spirit  of  amity 
and  mutual  concession ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  un- 
4m  this  iniiaence  the  smaller  Stales  were  admitted  into 
aa  equal  lepieaentation  in  the  Senate  vrith  the  larger 
States ;  and  that  this  branch  of  the  Qoverament  was 
inaaiaBd  with  great  powsis,i»  on  the  equal  participa^ 
tion  of  those  powers  the  sewerslgnfar  eoa  |K«tisal  sitf 
nation  of  the  smaller  States  were  deemed  essenMly 
to  depend. 

« If  other  pioofr  than  these,  and  the  plain  letter  of 
the  Constitution  itself  be  necessary  to  ascertain  the 
point  under  consideration,  they  may  be  found  in  the 
^omals  of  die  General  Convention  which  I  have  de- 
posited in  tfw  oAee  of  the  Department  of  State.  Ul 
those  jounals  it  will  appear  that  a  proposition  was 
made  that  no  treaty  should  be  binding  on  the  United 
States,  which  was  not  ratified  by  a  law,  and  that  the 
proposition  was  explioitly  rejected. 

*A8^  therefore,  it  is  perfectly  clear  to  my  under- 
standing that  the  consent  of  the  House  of  Representa^ 
tives  ii  not  necessary  to  the  validity  of  the  treaty,  Ac., 
a  just  regard  to  the  Constitution,  and  to  the  duty  of 
my  office,  Ac,  forbid  a  compliance  with  your  request 

"O.  WASHINGTON. 

*«  Mabcb  80, 1796.'' 

14th  Con.  1st  Sxs&^ds 


Mr.  HuasB  »aid  he  would  not  venture  to  add 
a  single  word  more  on  the  subject,  but  resume 
his  seat,  kst,  perchance,  some  obserratiou  of  his 
might  draw  the  atteotioo  of  the  House  from  the 
extracts  be  had  just  read,  or  weaken  the  efifect  of 
the  opinion  in  regard  to  the  point  at  i^ue  be- 
tween honorable  gentlemen,  so  unequiToeallv 
given  by  that  immortal  man,  who  was  by  aU 
acknowledged  to  have  been  equally  the  founder 
of  this  great  Republic,  aod  the  father  of  that 
Constitution  they  were  about  to  iaterpret. 

Mr.  Randolph  and  Mr.  Wriobt  followed  in 
some  remarks;  wheo  the  question  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tiTe-*-yea8  86,  nays  71,  as  follows : 

YsAs — ^Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Baker,  Barbour, 
Bassett,  Batemau,  Birdsall,  Birdssye,  Blount,  Brooks, 
Bryan,  Burnside,  BurweH,  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Clarke 
of  North  Carolina*  Clendenaint  Clopton,  Comstock, 
Condict,  Conner,  Crawford,  Crsighton,  Cuthbert,  Dar- 
lington, Desha,  For^th,  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hall,  Ham- 
mond,  Hawes,  Heister,  Henderson,  Hungerford,  Ing* 
ham,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kerr  of  Virginis,  King  of  Msssachusetts, 
Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyie,  Maclay,  Mayrant,  McCoy, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton, 
Murfree,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parris,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Randolph,  Reynolds,  Roane, 
Robertson,  Root,  Ross,  Savage,  Sehe nek.  Sharpen  Shef- 
foy.  Smith  of  Virginia,,  Souttard,  Taul,  Taylor  of  Nsw 
York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Tellair,  Townsend, 
Tucker,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whiteside,  WUde,  Wil- 
kin, Williams,  Wflloughby,  Thomas  Wilson,  Wifliam 
Wilson,  and  Yancey. 

Nats— -Messrs.  Atherton,  Baylies,  Betts,  Boss,  Bxmd- 
bury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Cady,  Calhoun, 
Champion,  Chappell,  Chipman,  Cilley,  Clark  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Cnlpeper,  Davenport,  Forney,  Gas- 
ton.  Gold,  Goldsboroughy  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Haidin, 
Herbert,  Hopkinson,  Huger,  Hulbert,  Jewett,  Kent, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Lai^en,  Law,  Lewis,  Love, 
Lovett»  Lyon,  Marsh,  Mason,  McKee,  Millsi  Milner, 
Moffit,  Moore  of  Soutb  Carolina,  Moseley,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Pickerings  Pitkin, 
Reed,  Rice,  Ruggles,  Sergeant,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Stanford,  Strong,  Stuart,  Storges,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge,  Thomas,  Throop,  Vese,  Ward  of  New  York, 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Woodward,  Wright,  and  Yates. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  ''An  act  to  regulata 
the  commeiee  between  the  United  States  BAd  tke 
territories  of  His  Britaanie  Ma  jest  y^  aAcofdiuf 
to  the  convention  coociuded  on  the  3d  day  of  July, 
1815,  and  the  ratifications  of  which  were  ex- 
changed on  the  23d  day  of  December,  1815." 


Monday,  January  15. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
Hampshire,  William  Hale;  from  Massachu- 
setts, Asahel  STSARNsand  Artemas  Ward;  and 
from  New  Jersey,  Benjamin  Bennett,  appeared 
produced  their  credentials,  Tjrere  qualified,  and 
took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Columbian  Manufacturing  Society,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  praying  that  additional  duties  may 
be  imposed  on  cotton  goods  imported  from  for- 
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eigo  coantries.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactares. 

Mr.  Gold  presented  a  petition  of  Elizabeth 
Hamilton,  widow  of  the  late  Qeneral  Alexander 
Hamilton,  deceased,  praying  that  the  commuta- 
tion of  half  pay,  due  for  the  services  of  her  said 
husband,  as  an  officer  of  the  Rerolotionarv  Army, 
may  be  paid  to  his  representatives. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  ReTolationary 
Claims. 

Mr.  Tucker,  from  the  District  Committee, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
Masonic  Lodge  in  Alexandria,  called  Washington 
Lodge,  No  22,  who  pray  for  authority  to  raise 
money  by  way  of  lottery  for  certain  purposes. 
The  report  is  adverse  to  the  pletition,  on  the  gen- 
eral ground  of  hostility  to  lotteries.  The  report 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Easton,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation,  by 
law,  sufficient  to  discharge  and  satisfy  the  claims 
of  such  individuals  as  are  entitled  to  compensa- 
tion on  account  of  depredations  committed  by  the 
Osaffe  Indians. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  relative  to  evidence 
in  cases  of  naturalization,"  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Pit- 
xm,  Thomas  Wilson,  Wendover,  and  Bay- 
lies. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  confirming  to  the 
Navigation  Company  of  New  Orleans,  the  use 
and  possession  or  a  lot  in  said  city ;"  was  read 
the  first  time. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House^  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  off  the  Whole, 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  on  so  much  of  the  President's  Message,  and 
the  annual  Treasury  report,  as  relates  to  the  rev- 
enue. 

The  first  resolution  having  been  read,  in  the 
following  words,  viz : 

BeBohedt  That  it  is  expedient  to  continue  in  force, 
until  the  dOth  day  of  Jane  next,  and  until  an  act  shall 
be  passed  establishing  a  new  tariff  of  duties,  the  act, 
entitled  ''An  act  for  impoeing  additional  daties  upon 
all  goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  imported  from  any 
i>reigtt  port  or  place,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  passed 
on  the  1st  of  July,  181S. 

Mr.  Lowndes  gave  a  general  explanation  of 
the  views  of  the  committee  in  regard  to  this  reso- 
lution;  referring,  for  the  grounds  of  it,  to  the  in- 
struction given  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  report  a  tariff  of  duties,  and  the  implied  inten- 
tion of  the  Congress  to  act  on  that  subject  at  the 
present  session. 

Mr.  Serqeant  explained  the  grounds  of  his 
hostility  to  the  present  form  of  tnis  resolution. 
The  period  to  which  it  was  proposed  to  extend 
the  double  duties,  and  the  terms  in  which  it  was 
conveyed,  he  considered  very  objectionable,  as 
well  on  account  of  the  mercantile  as  of  the  man- 
ufactnring  interest.  As  to  the  one,  it  would  in- 
troduce an  uncertainty  prejudicial  to  their  bust- 


ness;  and,  as  to  the  manufacturers,  he  appre- 
hended the  effect  of  the  resolution  would  be  to 
alarm  the  whole  manufacturing  interest,  which 
was  now  looking  up  to  the  Gk)vernment  for  addi- 
tional support,  instead  of  expecting  an  early  re* 
duction  ot  the  existing  duties.  Mr.  S.,  under 
these  impressions,  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  rea- 
'olution  the  words,  *^  the  30th  day  of  June  next, 
and  until  an  act  shall  be  passed,  establishing  a 
new  tariff  of  duties,"  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert 
'*  the  first  day  of  January  next." 

Mr.  Huger  opposed  this  motion,  on  the  ground 
that  it  proposed  to  collect  heavy  taxes  from  the 
agricultural  part  of  the  community,  the  consum- 
ers, in  order  to  accommodate  the  merchant,  who 
happened  to  have  unexecuted  orders  abroad.  Mr. 
H.  though  friendly,  as  he  remarked  in  the  course 
of  his  speech,  to  commerce  and  manufacture^ 
could  not  consent  to  tax  his  constituents,  during 
peace,  for. the  benefit  of  the  merchants,  to  the 
same  extent  a?  was  thought  necessary  under  all 
the  pressure  and  exigencies  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Wrigbt  went  still  farther  than  Mr.  Huobr 
in  his  opposition  to  the  continuation  of  the  doable 
duties.  lie  was  opposed  to  continuing  them  a 
sin|[le  day  beyond  the  time  already  fixed  for  the 
expiration  of  the  law.  He  was  opposed  to  taxing 
the  great  body  of  the  agricultural  community  ia 
any  way  that  could  possibly  be  avoided,  merelf 
for  the  benefit  of  merchants  or  manufacturers. 
He  was  opposed  to  heavy  taxes,  proposed  to  be 
continued,  in  any  shape,  because  ne  did  not 
consider  it  necessary  for  any  valuable  purpose ; 
and  he  appeared  to  be  very  positive  in  his 
opinion,  that  the  interest  of  the  merchant  and 
manufacturer  were  not  a  sufficient  motive  for  per- 
petuating oppressive  taxes  on  the  landed  inter- 
est, dbc. 

The  question,  on  Mr.  Seboeant's  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  without  a  division. 

The  first  resolution,  in  the  words  above,  was 
then  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  second  resolution,  in  the  following  worda, 
boiog  under  consideration,  viz : 

Bi9ehed,  That  it  ia  expedtent  to  oonturae  in  force 
the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  laying  a  doty  on  imported 
salt;  granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  #ttd 
allowanoes  to  certain  veeMls  employed  in  the  fisheries  ;*' 
passed  the  S9th  of  July,  1813. 

This  resolution  was  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of 
more  than  three  to  one. 

The  third  resolution,  in  the  following  words, 
was  then  read : 

Eesohtdp  That  it  is  expedient  to  oontintte  in  force 
the  act,  entitled  '*  An  act  laying  duties  on  sugar,  re* 
fined,  within  the  United  States ;"  passed  on  the  34th 
of  July,  1813. 

Mr.  Huobr  moved  to  reject  this  resolution. 
Sugar,  in  some  coantrles  a  luxury,  had  become  in 
the  United  States,  he  said,  a  necessary  of  life; 
besides  which,  it  had  become  one  of  the  principal 
manufactures  of  the  nation.  But  this  was  not 
all ;  by  the  effects  of  embargoes  and  war  for  some 
years,  and  now,  by  our  exclusion  of  our  ships 
from  the  West  India  islands,  sagar  had  become 
so  dear  as  to  be  obtained  wiin  difficulty;  and  re- 


«77 


HISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


678 


Jamvart,  1816. 


7^  Eenemte. 


H.orR. 


fined  suffir  io  particalan  so  scarce,  that  it  could 
not  be  had  sometimes  ior  mooey.  At  Charles- 
COD,  he  had  sought  at  one  time  for  some  refined 
sugar,  and  found  that  there  was  not  a  loal  to  be 
had  in  that  citv,  while  in  Philadelphia  the  sugar 
refiners,  he  understood,  had  giren  up  their  work. 

Mr.  LowiiDBS  said,  that  the  expenditure  of  the 
Union  on  refined  su^^r  did  not  exceed  $150,000 
a  year.  Such  a  sum,  paid  too  generally  by  the 
opulent,  could  not,  he  said,  be  oppressire. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 

The  fourth  resolution,  for  continuing  the  pres- 
ent stamp  duties  on  bank  notes,  6lc^  came  next 
under  coasideration. 

This  resolre  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Strong, 
Wright,  and  Milnor«  on  account  of  the  insig- 
nificance of  the  proceeas  thereof,  when  contrasted 
with  the  inconrenience  to  whicn  it  puts  the  com- 
munity, and  the  partiality  of  its  operations.  To 
which  arguments,  Mr.  Soutbard,  as  well  as  Mr. 
LowMDEB,  replied,  denying  the  justice  of  the  char- 
acter {[iren  to  the  tax^  and  asserting  its  facility  of 
collection^  and  operation  on  wealthy  or  moneyed 
men,  as  giyiog  it  a  preference  to  almost  any  other 
tax  embraced  in  the  system. 

Mr.  Bdrmbipb  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
so  as  to  confine  the  continuation  of  duties  to  those 
on  the  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  com- 
panies, (excluding  notes  discounted,  and  on  bills 
6f  exchange.)  This  motion  was  supported  by 
himself  and  Mr.  Milmor  ;  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
LowMDBB.  It  was  negatived  by  a  decided  ma- 
jority. 

The  resolution  itself  was  then  agreed  to  by  a 
large  minority. 

Thefiuh  resolve,  which  proposes  to  abolish  the 
additional  duty  on  postage,  was  then  taken  up 
and  agreed  to  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  LowNUEB  suggested  that  the  Committee 
should  rise  and  report  these  resolutions  to  the 
Hoose,  before  aetio^  on  the  remainder  of  the  re- 
port. The  resolutions  already  agreed  to,  applied 
to  laws  which  will  expire  on  the  18th  of  Febru- 
ary, and  he  wished  them  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  order  to  report 
bills  conformably  thereto. 

Mr.  Sbrqbaht  endeavored  to  prevent  the  Com- 
mittee's rising,  in  order  to  bring  before  the  House 
the  resolution  for  repealing  the  duties  on  manu- 
'facturea,  &c.;  a  speedy  decision  of  which  he  con- 
sidered of  great  importance. 

Mr.  Lowmobb  opposed  this  course,  because  of 
certain  information  on  the  subject  thereof,  required 
by  the  Committee,  which  was  not  yet  ready. 

The  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise  was 
agreed  to ;  and  the  question  was  about  to  be  put 
on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
in  their  agreement  to  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and  commenced  a  speech 
in  a  rather  desultory  but  pointed  manner,  on  the 
general  character  of  the  report  of  the  Committ  e 
of  Ways  and  Means,  which  he  condemned.  H^e 
had  not  spoken  long,  when  the  Spbakbr  inti- 
mated that  he  had  digressed  too  far  from  the  sub- 
ject of  debate. 


An  appeal  was  taken  by  Mr.  Hanson  from  the 
Speaker's  decision  on  tbb  point;  which,  after 
much  acrimonious  and  some  argumentative  de- 
bate, was  affirmed  by  the  House,  by  a  vote  of  79 
to  59. 

Mr.  Randolpb  resumed  his  discourse,  which 
be  concluded  just  before  sun-set. 

Mr.  GoLDBBORonoB  then  moved  to  amend  the 
said  first  resolution,  by  striking  out  all  that  part 
of  it  which  refers  to  a  "  sew  tariff."  Whereupon, 
the  House  adjourned. 


TuEBUAY,  January  16. 

Mr.  Waru,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Jane  A.  Blakely,  of  Boston,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  stating  her  fears  for  the  loss  of 
her  husband,  Captain  Johnston  Blakeley,  of  the 
United  States  ship-of-war  *'  Wasp,"  and  praying 
that  measures  may  be  adopted  for  the  support  of 
herself  and  the  daughter  of  the  said  Captain  olake- 
ley^ — Referred  to  Messrs.  Waro  or  Massachu- 
setts, Conner,  Nblbon  of  Massachusetts,  Parrib, 
and  BiRUBBTE. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  sim- 
ilar petition  from  the  wives  and  mothen  of  sun- 
dry petty  officers  and  seamen  on  board  the  said 
ship  y  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  last 
appointed. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  sundry  manufacturers  of  cotton  gomls, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  that  such 
measures  ma)r  be  adopted  bjr  the  General  Qov- 
ernment  as  will  afford  security  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  manufacturing  establishments  within 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Ward  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  ma»- 
ter  hatters  in  Boston,  praying  that  the  tax  im- 
posed on  hats  manufactured  within  the  United 
States  may  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Ward  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Ver- 
mont Mineral  Factory  Company,  praying  that  a 
duty  may  be  imposed  on  copperas  imported  into 
the  United  States  from  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Stbarns  presented  a  petition  of  Samuel 
Kidder,  jupior,  and  others,  engaged  in  a  chemical 
establishment,  praying  that  duties  may  be  im- 
posed on  oil  of  vitriol,  aqua  fortis,  spirits  of  nitre 
fortis,  muriatic  acid,  alum,  ink  powder,  sa^ar  of 
lead,  Vermillion,  flour  of  solphor,  red  precipitate^ 
corrosive  sublimate,  calomel,  sal  soda,  and  lunar 
caustic,  imported  from  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Stbarnb  also  presented  a  petition  of  Hvde 
Winship  db  Company,  manufacturers  of  candles, 
praying  that  the  duty  imposed  on  mould  tallow 
candles  may  be  repeated. 

Orderedj  That  the.  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  sundry  distillers  in  Boston,  praying  thai 
the  tax  on  spirits  distilled  from  foreign  materials 
may  be  repealed*.  , 

Mr.  Ward  also  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
auctioneers  in  Boston,  praying  that  the  duties  im- 
posed upon  sales  at  auction  may  be  reduced. 

Mr.  Ward  also  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
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merchants  in  Boston,  praying  that  a  new  tariff  of 
dttties  may  lake  effect  on  ibe  17th  of  Febroary 
next,  or  that  the  double  duties  may  continue  until 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1817. 

Mr.  Steabns  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
manufacturers  of  tallow  candles,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex  and  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying 
that  the  duty  imposed  upon  mould  tallow  candles 
may  he  repealed. 

Mr.  Pitkin  presented  a  petition  of  the  mast^ 
hatters  in  Hartford  county,  and  State  of  Connec- 
ticut, praying  that  the  ux  imposed  upon  hats 
manufactured  within  the  United  States  may  he 
repealed. 

Ordere4t  That  the  said  petitions  he  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  9th  instant, 
upon  the  subject  of  rerenue. 

Mr*  Ward,  of  Massachusetts^  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Jonathan  Merry,  prayrag  compensation 
for  sundry  vessels,  captured  hy  French  cruisers  in 
the  years  1796, 1797.  and  1799,  out  of  the  moneys 
reierved  by  the  Qoreroment  of  the  United  States 
in  the  purchase  of  Louisiana. — Referred  to  the 
Ck>mm]ttee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Wabd  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Con- 
vention of  Congregational  Ministers,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  praying  that  the  mails  may  not 
be  opened  or  transported  on  Sundays. — Referred 
to  the  Post  Office  Committee. 

Mr.  Ltlg  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  inhab- 
itants of  Washington  and  Alleghany  counties,  in 
FenDsylrania,  praying  that  the  mails  may  not  be 
opened  or  transported  on  Sundays. 

Mr.  Lownovs  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenoe,  addressed 
to  him  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  containing  estimates  of  the  probable 
amount  of  the  internal  duties  which  have  ac- 
crued, and  will  accrue  for  the  year  1615;  which 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  bommiitee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  df  the  9th  instant,  upon  the  subject 
of  revenue. 

Mr.  Newtom,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  William  Hamon,  which  was  read ; 
when  Mr.  N.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
Uann  Hamon ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  fh)m  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  and  defining 
the  duties  of  the  judges  of  the  Territory  of  Illi- 
nois," and  for  vesting  in  the  courts  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Indiana  a  jurisdiction  in  chancery  cases 
arising  in  the  said  Territory;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Nblsom  also  reported  a  bill  providing  an 
additional  compensation  to  the  district  judge  of 
the  southern  district  of  New  York,  for  performing 
the  duties  of  judge  of  the  northern  district  thereof* 
which  waft  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  th6  Whole. 


Mr.  JoBNSoir,  of  Kentqeky,  from  the  Commit* 
tee  on  Military  Affiiirs,  reported  a  bHl  making^ 
further  provision  for  military  services  during  the 
late  war,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  making  provision  for  an  addi- 
tional military  academy. 

Mr.  JoBNBOif  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  liqui- 
dation of  certain  claims,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "confirming  to  the 
Navigation  Company  of  New  Orleans  the  use  and 
possession  of  a  lot  in  said  citv,''  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin, 

JRuolved^  That  the  correspondence  between 
the  American  and  British  Commissioners,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Commercial  Treaty,  lately  n^ti- 
ated  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
which  ba?e  been  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate, 
and  now  made  public,  together  with  a  tariff  of 
duties  on  lumber  imported  into  Great  Britain, 
which  was  printed  with  said  correspondence^  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mabbb,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  so  altering  the  law  of  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  costs  in  the  courts  thereof 
as  to  allow  full  costs  in  all  cases  in  which  the 
said  courts  have  exclusive  jurisdiction,  notwith- 
standing the  plaintiff  shall  not  recover,  in  dam- 
ages, the  sum  of  fi?e  hundred  dollars. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  '^  autfaorinnff 
the  appointment  of  admirals ;"  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

THB  REVBNUE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  ef  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whele^n  a  pan 
of  the  propositions  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  respecting  the  revenue. 

The  question  before  the  House  was  (as  on  the 
adjournment  yesterday)  on  an  amendment  moved 
hy  Mr.  Goldbborougb  to  the  resolution  proposing 
the  continuance  of  the  doable  dutite  until  lone 
next.  This  amendment  of  Mr.  GoLMBOttOiNm 
proposed  to  strike  out  so  much  as  proposes  to 
continue  the  double  duties  uetil  a  new  tariff  shall 
be  established  by  law. 

After  a  fewremarks  frem  Mr.  GABTOii  «nd  Ht. 
Golbbbobouob,  respecting  this  amendmeiit— > 

Mr.  RANOoLra,  after  stating  that  he  had  a  mo- 
tion to  offer,  said  that  he  was  induced  to  beiie?e 
that  it  was  through  inattention  the  very  extraor- 
dinary proceeding  of  yesterday  was  suffered  to 
pass«ii6  nletOio — he  meant  that  of  the  Committee 
of  the  House  going  through  •part  onlvof  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means — 
sending  it  back  to  be  reported  in  the  shape  of  bills, 
and  leaving  the  rest  of  it  behind  to  be  separately 
acted  ttfionj  for  he  would  venture  to  affirm,  that 
it  was  the  first  time  a  committee  of  that  or  ef 
any  other  legislative  assembly  had  ever  maide  a 
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raporl  ID  put.  There  were  twelve  resolutioos— 
fire  of  those  hed  been  detached,  to  be  eenred  upon 
aftio^  whea  done,  in  the  shnpe  of  bills,  while  the 
rematninff  seren  were  left  behind  to  employ  the 
HoQse.  It  was  not,  however,  on  the  poiot  of 
Parliamentary  incorrectness  that  he  founded  his 
motion,  bat  on  still  more  important  gtoands. 

It  was  proposed  to  levy  what  he  called  gre- 
vioualy  heavy  biudens,  though  perhaps  what  other 
gentlemen  woold  denominate  only  necessary  sop- 
plies.  By  the  good  old  roles  of  the  House— which 
aeemed  to  him  to  have  shared  the  fate  of  the 
poet's  old  silk  stodtings  in  the  anecdote,  and  to 
have  been  so  often  darned,  and  altered,  and  cob- 
bled, thai  it  was  doubtful  whether  any  part  of  the 
original  texture  remained  behind— every  btU  for 
laying  taxes  was  required  to  be  discossed  in  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole.    But  in  the  present 
case,  he  said,  that  would  not  have  been  done.    It 
might  have  been  recommitted,  but  gentlemen  did 
not  choose  to  discuss  it  in  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  may  say  that  when  the  bills  upon  the 
resolutions  are  reported^  they  may  then  be  dis- 
cussed.   But  what  security  was  there,  that  when 
they  were  reported  they  would  not  be  grasped 
with  the  same  strong  hand  as  before,  and  as  they 
had  been  refnaed  discussion  in  the  Committee,  be 
again  proceeded  upon  without  discussion;  for 
gentlemen  might  as  well  order  them  to  be  en- 
grossed, as  do  what  they  had  already  done  with 
them.   The  mles  of  the  House,  he  repealed,  were 
that  every  measure  of  the  kind  should  be  fully 
discussed  in  a  Committee  of  the  House.     On 
these  grounds  he  intended  to  move  (and  he  de- 
aired  me  House  to  observe  that  heaafcednoiavor, 
nothing  but  the  established  law,  sheer  Uw,)  that 
these  resolutions  be  recommitted  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  in  order  that  the  measure  might 
proceed,  and  tae  taxes  be  laid  in  the  true  spirit  of 
the  Government ;  or,  is  it  come  to  that  with  us, 
exclaimed  Mr.  R.,  that  we  dare  take  upon  us  to 
double  all  the  taxes  upon  the  people  of  this  conn- 
try,  with  as  IttUe  concern  or  ceremony  as  we  or- 
der a  petition  to  go  to  this  or  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  Ramdolph  added,  that  he  moved  the  re- 
commitment on  two  gronnde. 

The  first  of  those  grounds,  he  said,  was  the  con- 
duct of  the  Honae  in  reporting  a  part  of  the  reso- 
lutions, and  not  discharging  the  committee  from 
Che  rest. 

The  second,  because  there  had  been  no  discus- 
aion  of  the  report  in  the  Committee ;  and  that,  on 
the  eoatmry,  all  discussion  had,  by  a  solemn  de-* 
etsion,  been  9i&Bu^. 

Mr.  Ihobam  endeavored  to  justiiy  the  oonduct 
of  the  Committee,  by  a  precedent  from  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  last  Congress,  in  laying  these  very 
taxes. 

Mr.  Stamporo  replied  to  Mr.  Ixoham;  after 
which,  the  question  was  put  and  Bejfatived--yQa8 
69,  nays  91,  as  follows : 

Ts  AS— Messrs.  Baer,  Baylies,  Boss,  Bt«dbury ,  Breek- 
eniidge,  Brighsm,  Ghipmma,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper, 
Oolpeper,  Davenport,  Qsston,  Goldiboroagh,  Cffos- 
venor,  Hale,  Hsason,  Hardin,  -  Herbert,  Hopkinson, 
Hngert  Bnlbert,  Kent,  King  pf  Msseeehnsslts,  King 


of  North  Canliaa,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  L^n»  Maiikf 
Mason,  McKee,  McLesnof  Ohio,  Mills,  Miinor,  Mooie 
of  Sooth  Csrolina,  Mosaley,  Nelson  of  Massachosetts* 
Noyes,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Rsndolph,  Reed,  Reynolds, 
Rtoe,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Sergeant,  Sheffey,  Smidi  of 
Pennsylvania,  Stanibrd,  Strong,  Stuart,  Stnrges,  TaO- 
madge,  Vose,  Wilcox,  Williams,  and  Wright 

Nats — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Baker,  Barbour, 
Bassett,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Betis,  Bhrdsall,  Birdaeye, 
Bloant,  Brooks,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Cal- 
houn, Cannon,  Chappell,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina, 
Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Comstock, 
Condiet,  Conner,  Crawfevd,  Creighton,  Cnthbert,  Dar- 
Ungtott,  Desha,  Forney,  Foriyth,  Gd^  Griffin.  Hahn, 
Hawes,  Heirter,  Henderson,  Hnnxerford,  Ingham, 
'Irwin  of  PennsyWania,  iewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentacky,  Kerr  of  Virginis,  Love,  Lowndesy 
LumphtOt  Lyle,  Madsy,  Maynut,  McCoy,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Middleton,  Moffit,  Mnrfree,  Nelson  of  Vk- 
ginis,  Newton,  Ormdby,  Parris,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleee- 
ants,  Powell,  Root,  Savage,  Schenck,  fiharpe,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Southard,  Taul,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Tajler 
of  Sooth  Carolina,  Telfiur,  Thomas,  Throop,  Townsend, 
Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  Yorl^  Wendover, 
Whiteside^  Wilde,  Wilkin,  Willonghby,  Thomas  Wil- 
son, William  Wilson,  Woodward,  Yancey  and  Yates. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  Mr.  GoLua- 
bobouoh's  amendment. 

Mr.  Wriobt,  of  Maryland,  spoke  as  follows : 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to  remind  the  House,  that 
we  are  legislating  for  the  nation,  and  not  for  the 
merchants  and  manufacturers  exclusively,  and 
that  the  good  of  the  whole  ought  to  be  the  pole 
star  to  guide  us.  I  hope  the  time  proposed  for  the 
extension  of  the  double  duties  will  not  obtain ; 
but  the  17th  of  February  next,  the  time  fixed  by 
the  provisions  of  the  law,  which  does  not  only  fix 
the  time  to  one  year  after  the  terqiination  of  the 
vear,  but  expressly  declares  it  shall  continue  ^no 
iooffer,"  wherebv  the  faith  t>f  the  nation  has  been 
pledged  to  the  American  people  that  the  douUe 
duties  shall  then  cease.  There  is  no  doubt  a  por- 
tion of  the  people  near  the  Canada  line,  who  have 
been  engaged  m  smugglinff,  who  would  make  it 
perpetual,  and  therehjr  pocket  the  double  duties ; 
as  the  great  inundation  of  tin«carls  during  the 
war.  filled  with  goods  from  Canada,  will  attest 
But  I  should  hope  that  honorable  gentlemen  on 
this  floor,  would  not  countenance  the  continuance 
of  so  impious  a  |)raetice.  The  merchants  of  Boa- 
ton,  with  the  highly  respectable  Mr.  William 
Gray  at  their  head,  petition  for  the  discontinuance 
of  the  double  duties  on  the  17th  of  February, 
affreeablv  to  the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation,  as 
they  had  directed  their  importations,  so  that  they 
mi^ht  arrive  after  the  expimtion  of  the  law  im- 
posing them.  BiXj  I  am  prepared  to  adopt  a  aouad 
corrected  tariff  of  duties,  but  not  prepared  to  con- 
tinue, one  hour,  the  double  duties,  in  violation  of 
the  nation's  faith.  Sir,  permit  me  here  to  pre- 
sent-briefly my  objection  to  the  syste^  of  taxes 
now  proposed ;  I  wish,  therefore,  to  be  permitted 
to  call  gentlemen  back  to  the  year  1705,  when  the 
public  debt  amounted  to  seventy  millions,  and 
when,  under  General  Washington's  Administra- 
tion, it  was  provided,  by  the  Sinking  Fund,  to 
sink  the  debt  in  twenty-eight  years;  then,  tir, 
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twenty*eight  yean  was  thought  a  sufficient  time 
to  sink  seventy  millions,  but  now,  sir,  after  a  glo- 
rious war,  which  has  greatly  disttressed  the  Amer- 
ican people,  especially  when  the  enemy  pressed 
them — and  I  can  speak  from  experience,  for  Kent 
Island,  twenty-one  miles  by  seven,  a  part  of  the 
county  where  I  reside,  was  a  long  time  in  their 
possession,  and  our  militia  were  constantly  out; 
nor  was  the  Western  Shore  less  oppressed,  as  my 
colleague,  Qene,ral  Stuart,  can  attest — we  are 
called  on  to  pay,  on  the  heels  of  the  war,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  in  twelve  years. 
Sir,  have  we  forgot  the  guan  war,  and  the  taxes 
imposed  for  its  prosecution,  and  the  conse- 
qiueoces?  I  hope  not;  and  I  hope  neither  we  nor 
the  nation  will  ever  forget,  that,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  Jefferson's  republican  Administration,  we 
repealed  all  the  internal  taxes  as  unnecessary,  un- 
less some  untoward  circumstances  should  occur 
—such  as  war.  We  then  dismissed  the  sixteen 
midnight  judges,  as  they  were  called.  Gentlemen 
well  recollect  my  devotion  to  the  prosecution  of 
the  war,  and  my  readiness  to  impose  the  neces- 
sary taxes  for  that  purpose ;  but,  above  all,  the 
readiness  of  the  people  to  pay  those  taxes;  and 
that  they  had  covered  the  nation  with  glory,  and 
themselves  with  imperishable  laurels,  so  as  justly 
to  claim  at  our  hands  as  much  indulgence  as  had 
been  granted  the  people  under  Washington's  Ad- 
ministration. If,  then,  twenty*eight  vears  was 
nllowed  for  the  payment  of  seventy  millions,  can 
it  now  be  just  to  compel  our  people  to  pay  one 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  in  twelve  years,  the 
time  proposed  by  the  plan  before  us  1  Sir,  we 
can.  after  the  establishment  of  a  correct  tariff  of 
duties,  dismiss  the  internal  taxes  as  well  now  as 
in  1813,  and  in  my  judgment  with  the  same  pro- 
priety ;  and  it  is  now  necessary  for  the  ease  of  the 
people.  Sir,  the  public  debt  in  1802,  when 
compared  with  the  revenue  of  that  day,  and  the 
demands  of  the  Treasury,  was  as  great  as  it  is 
now,  when  compared  with  the  increased  popula- 
tion; and  the  consequent  increase  of  the  revenue 
from  imposts  and  tonnage,  and  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands,  and  the  surplus  revenue  arising  from 
those  sources,  will  effect  a  sinking  fund  sumcient 
to  sink  the  present  debt  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
millions  as  rapidly  as  the  debt  of  seventy  millions 
was  provided  to  be  sunk  in  1795.  I  therefore  in- 
voke gentlemen  to  consider  well  the  measures 
now  under  consideration,  and  not  act  a  hasty  or 
imj^radent  part;  although  I  never  considered  a 
national  debt  a  national  blessing,  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  its  extinguishment  by  oppression. 

Mr.  QnosvENoa  and  Mr.  Iluosn  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  TATLon  and  Mr. 
LowHOSS  against  it. 

It  was  contended,  by  the  advocates  of  this 
amendment,  that  to  retain  the  clause  referring  to 
a  new  tarifl^  would  introduce  a  looseness  and 
vagueness  in  our  laws,  and  produce  an  uncer- 
tainty as  to  the  intentions  of  Congress,  which 
wonld  be  prejudicial  as  well  to  individual  as  to 
public  interest.  By  the  opponents  of  the  amend- 
ment it  was  contended  that  the  present  phrase-  i 
ology  would  mislead  the  public  mind,  and  deceive  i 


interested  individuals  as  to  the  views  of  Con* 
gress,  which,  unquestionably,  favored  the  estab- 
rishment  of  a  new  tariff;  and  would  besides  pre- 
judice the  public  interest,  inasmuch  as  a  concur- 
rence of  circumstances,  such  as  long  discussion, 
clashing  opinions  on  the  details,  ftc.,  might  pro- 
tract the  adoption  of  a  new  tariff  of  duties  beyond 
the  30th  of  June^  the  time  prescribed  in  this  re- 
solve for  the  expiration  of  the  double  duties. 

Mr.  Sbbgbamt  spoke  at  considerable  length, 
and  with  much  zeal,  in  behalf  of  the  manufac- 
turers, whose  interests  he  evinced  much  anxiety 
to  guard;  but  he  said  he  would  vote  a^inst  the 
proposed  amendment,  hecause  he  was  disposed  to 
extend  the  limitation  of  time  to  January  next. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  asked  the  Speaker,  if  the  ques- 
tion* were  not  on  striking  out  of  the  resolution  the 
words  '^and  until  an  act  shall  be  passed  estab- 
lishing a  new  tariff?" — and  on  the  Speaker  an- 
swering in  the  affirmative — so  I  thougnt,  said  Mr. 
R.,  and  yet  I  could  not  help  doubting  my  under- 
standing on  the  case.  This  is  a  limitation  I  have 
never  before  known  or  heard  of.  A  law  to  re- 
main in  force,  not  to  a  particular  time,  but  until  a 
particular  contingency  shall  have  happened;  un- 
til another  law  now  in  contemplation  shall  have 
IMssed  I  This,  sir,  is  such  a  curiosity  in  legisla- 
tion as  I  have  not  only  never  witnessed  or  heard 
of  but,  never  so  much  as  imagined ;  and  as  not 
only  myself,  but,  I  do  most  potently  believe, 
no  man  living,  or  that  ever  lived,  did  hear  of.  This 
question,  sir,  has  been  an  old  bone  of  contention 
between  the  two  parties  which  divide  this  coun- 
try, almost  from  the  establishing  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. It  was  always  a  principle  obstinately  main- 
tained hy  the  Federalists,  that  the  power  of  taxing 
extended  beyond  this  House,  and  that  taxes  might 
be  imposed  permanently ;  while  the  opposite  party 
as  obstinately  contended  that  the  power  overtax- 
ation, could  not,  constitutionally,  be  let  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Representatives;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  the  makers  of  the  Constitution  never 
intended  to  impart  to  the  Senate  or  the  President 
any  right  to  impose  taxes  on  the  people.  To  every 
gentleman  who  knows  the  history  of  our  Qovern- 
ment,  and  to  every  member  who  has  been  familiar 
with  this  House  and  its  proceedings,  for  any  con- 
siderable length  of  time,  it  is  well  known  to  have 
been  the  constant  subject  of  controveny,  or,  as  I 
said  before,  a  never  failing  bone  of  contention,  as 
much  so  at  least  as  any  other  subject ;  and  the 
point  being  now  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the 
very  men  who  had  ranged  themselves  on  the  side 
of  those  who  maintained  the  exclusive  ri^bt  of 
this  House  to  taxation,  is  to  me  a  proof,  additional 
to  the  many  I  have  long  had,  that  the  time  is 
come  when  the  system  of  Mr.  Jeffieraon,  thon^ 
it  was  the  ladder  by  which  the  present  Admin- 
istration mounted  into  power,  is  to  be  departed 
from,  both  in  practice  and  theQry,*in  the  conduct 
of  public  affiiirs,  and  that  the  great  principles 
which  ^verned  the  policy  of  Mr.  Jefferson  are  to 
be  entirely  renounced.  It  is  true  of  all  free 
Qovernments— and  it  is  still  more  true  of  that  of 
the  United  States  than  any  other  in  the  world— 
that  the  House  in  which  the  peopleare  repreaentp 
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ed  should  never  yield  to  aoy  other,  in  the  slightest 
extent,  the  power  over  the  purse.    This,  sir,  is  a 
Goverameot  of  compromise,  in  the  settling  of 
which,  we,  the  great  States,  stipulated,  as  the 
terms  of  the  comprombe,  that  the  smallest  of 
those  States  should  be  of  equal  weight  with  our- 
selves in  the  Senate,  and  in  the  election  of  a  Pres- 
ident greater  than  in  proportion  to  their  strength — 
a  fact  the  House  should  never  lose  sight  of.    Let 
the  Senate  then  do  their  duty,  let  them  make 
those  acts  which  by  the  Constitution  they  are  au- 
thorized to  do— but  let  them  not  originate  any 
money  bills — never  give  that  staff  out  of  your  own 
hands  to  be  voted  away  by  that  body.    I  have  in- 
finitely less  jealousy  of  the  President,  (I  do  not 
speak  personally  of  him  who  now  fills  that  office, 
I  speak  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United 
States,  whoever  and  whenever  he  may  be.)  than  I 
have  of  the  Senate.    It  is  in  human  nature,  sir ; 
not  having  lawfully  the  power  to  originate  money 
bills,  on  money  bills  they  will  be  most  likely  to 
make  attempts  to  evince  their  power;  like  all 
other  bodies  they  will  be  animated  by  the  Impulse 
of  the  tBprit  de  corps,  and  will  exercise  it  if  you 
gire  them  an  opportunity.   The  question  is,  then, 
shall  we  give  them  that  opportunity  ?    We  hear 
much  said  about  taxes,  about  our  funds  being 
pledged  to  the  public  creditors;  and  about  the 
national  faith  being  violated  with  respect  to  those 
creditors  if  we  should  repeal  the  double  taxes,  op- 
pressive as  they  are  to  the  people.    To  this  I 
answer  that  the  public  faith  never  was  broken 
when  I  had  a  share  in  the  councils  of  the  coun- 
try— ^and  yet  we  did  repeal  an  entire  system  of 
taxation,  though  the  whole  of  it  was  pledged  for 
the  public  debt ;  and  here,  sir,  we  have  another 
proof  that  thepresent  Oovernment  have  renounced 
the  true  Republican  principles  of  Jefferson's  Ad- 
ministration on  which  they  raised  themselves  to 
power,  and  that  they  have  taken  up,  in  their  stead, 
those  of  John  Adams.    At  that  time-;-!  mean 
when  we  repealed  that  system  of  taxation — the 
Federalists  were  against  the  repeal,  as  these  men 
are  now,  and,  like  these,  insisted  that  the  taxes 
were  pledged  to  the  public  creditors.    This,  sir,  is 
another  plain  indication  that  they  have  changed 
the  principle  by  their  pretences  to  which  they 
have  gulled  the  people,  and  obtained  their  ascend- 
ency, and  that,  as  I  have  somewhere  else  remark- 
ed, their  principle  now  is  old  Federalism,  vamped 
up  into  a  something  bearing  the  superficial  ap- 
pearance of  Republicanism.    Yes,  we  repealed 
those  taxes  upon  the  ground  that  so  long  as  the 
nation  should  punctually  pay  the  j^ublic  creditor 
his  due,  the  latter  had  no  right  to  inquire  out  of 
what  fund  it  came.    Suppose,  sir,  I  borrow^  sum 
of  money  and  promise  to  pay  my  creditor  out  of 
the  sales  of  my  next  crop  of  cotton,  and  that  1 
should  think  fit  to  raise  corn  enough  to  pay  him, 
and  choose  to  reserve  my  cotton  in  store  for  a 
more  advantageous  market — will  any  man  be  ab- 
surd enough  to  say  that  I  violate  the  faith  I  had 
pledged  to  that  creditor,  if  I  do  not  sell  my  cot- 
ton f  The  Federalists  at  that  time  said,  that  we 
had  violated  the  public  faith — while  we,  on  the 
other  hand,  contended  that  so  long  as  the  creditor 


was  paid  his  just  demand,  he  had  no  right  to  ask 
where  we  got  the  means ;  whether  we  drew  them, 
like  the  Federalists,  from  internal  taxes,  or,  like 
the  Republicans  of  that  day,  from  our  import  da- 
ties^  and  the  funds  of  the  custom-house.  But,  sir, 
Jefferson  bad  other  funds — funds  of  his  own — 
funds  out  of  the  reach,  as  it  should  seem,  of  our 
present  financiers ;  his  ways  and  means  were  the 
very  reverse  of  theirs;  his  was  economy,  retrench-* 
ment ;  he  put  the  country  out  of  the  reach  of  its 
creditors  by  retrenching  the  public  expenditure  to 
the  amount  of  the  debts  to  be  paid.  By  these 
ways  and  means,  the  Treasury  overflowed  with 
wealth,  and  a  committee  was  appointed,  not  to 
raise  double  taxes,  or,  by  whoie^le  vote,  to  con- 
tinue in  force  those  already  raised,  but  to  dispose 
of  the  surplus  revenue  that  flowed  into  the  Trea- 
sury. Thus,  he  was  accustomed  to  have  lying 
by,  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  from  five  to 
seven  millions  of  dollars  more  than  the  expenses 
of  the  Oovernment  and  the  disbursements  of  the 
sinking  fund,  though  he  was  all  the  time  redeem- 
ing the  public  debt.  That,  sir,  was  the  result  of 
practising  as  well  as  preaching.  That  was  the 
result  of  really  acting  upon  the  Republican  prin- 
ciples be  professed,  instead  of  professing  one 
prmciple  and  practising  another—professing  Re- 
publicanism and  practising  old  Federalism.  Can 
the  House  pass  a  more  severe  sentence  on  Mr. 
Jefferson,  than  in  saying  that  the  repeal  of  the 
internal  taxes  was  a  violation  of  the  national 
faith  1  But,  let  us  go  to  the  proof— At  the  time 
I  allude  to,  the  six  per  cent,  stocks  were  above 
oar,  payments  being  made,  too,  in  good  bard  dol- 
lars ;  not  rags,  but  silver,  or,  if  you  chose  it,  gold. 
What  is  the  price  now  ?  you  are  at  peace,  and 
y«t  your  stocks  are  at  ninety-eight ;  and  what  is 
the  value  of  the  stuff  you  get  for  it,  tlie  rags  7— 
why,  thirteen  per  cent,  under  par,  so  that  you  get 

i'ust  eighty-five  out  of  each  hundred  of  your  stock. 
)ut  then  there  was  a  pled^^e  to  the  people,  who 
it  seems  are  in  a  state  ot  pupillacy  and  want 
fiuardians— (poor  little  thing[s !  I  apprehend  that 
in  the  administration  of  their  affairs,  the  execu- 
torship is  much  better  than  the  heirship,)  a  pledge 
to  establish  a  sinking  fund  to  redeem  the  debts 
incurred  by  the  mismanagement  of  the  executors. 
You  promised  that  if  the  minot  would  elect  yon 
his  guardian,  you  would  pay  off  the  encumbrances 
on  his  estate.  Did  you  do  so?  No;  the  ward  was 
robbed,  and  his  property  was  lavished  away  upon 
war  feasts  in  Canada,  and  upon  tilts,  and  shows, 
and  tournaments. 

My  honorable  colleasue  (Mr.  Sheffet)  has 
said,  that  the  case  of  the  manufacturers  is  not 
fairly  before  the  House.  True  I  it  is  not  fairly 
before  the  House.  It  never  can  be  fairly  before 
the  House ;  whenever  it  comes  before  us,  it  must 
come  unfairly,  not  as  '^  a  spirit  of  health — but  a 
goblin  damned" — not "  bringing  with  it  airs  from 


Heaven,  but  blasts  from 


ngmg  wit 
Help— it 


ought  to  be 


exorcised  out  of  the  House :  for,  what  do  the  prin- 
ciples about  which  such  a  contest  is  maintained 
amount  to,  but  a  system  of  bounties  to  manufac- 
turers, in  order  to  encourage  them  to  do  that 
which,  if  it  be  advantageous  to  do  at  all,  they  will 
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■doi  of  coarse,  for  their  own  aakes ;  a  larf  ess  to 
men  to  exercise  their  own  customary  callings,  for 
their  own  emolament ;  and  GoverDment  deyising 
plans,  and  bestowing  premiums  out  of  the  pockets 
of  the  hard  working  cuUi?ator  of  the  soil,  to  mould 
the  prodoetire  labor  of  the  country  into  a  thou- 
sand fantastic  shapes ;  barring  up,  all  the  time, 
for  that  perrerted  purpose,  the  great,  deep,  rich 
stream  ot  our  prosperous  industry.  Such  a  case, 
sir.  I  agree  witn  the  honorable  gentleman,  cannot 
be  fairly  broueht  before  the  House.  It  eventuates 
in  this :  whether  you,  as  a  planter  will  consent  to 
be  taxed,  in  order  to  hire  another  man  to  go  to 
work  in  a  shoemaker's  shop,  or  to  set  up  a  spin- 
ning jenny.  For  my  part  I  will  not  agree  to  it, 
eren  though  thejr  should,  by  way  of  return,  agree 
to  be  taxed  to  help  us  to  plant  tobacco ;  much  less 
will  I  agree  to  pay  all,  and  receive  nothing  for  it. 
No,  I  will  buy  where  I  can  get  manufactures 
cheapest ;  I  will  not  agree  to  lay  a  doty  on  the 
cultivators  of  thesoil  to  eneourageexotic  manufac- 
tures ;  because,  after  all,  we  should  only  get  much 
worse  things  at  a  much  higher  price,  and  we,  the 
cultivators  of  the  country,  would  in  the  end  pay 
for  all.  Why  do  not  gentlemen  ask  us  to  grant  a 
bounty  for  the  encouragement  of  making  flour  7— 
the  reason  is  too  plain  for  me  to  repeat  it;  then 
why  pay  a  man  much  more  than  the  value  for  it, 
to  work  up  our  own  cotton  into  clothing,  when, 
by  selling  my  raw  material,  I  can  get  my  clothing 
much  better  and  cheaper  from  Dacca. 

Sir,  I  am  convinced  that  it  would  be  impolitic, 
as  well  as  unjust,  to  aggravate  the  burdens  of  tbe 
people,  for  tbe  purpose  of  favoring  the  manufac- 
turers; for  this  Government  created  and  gave 
power  to  Congress,  to  regulate  commerce  and 
equalize  duties  on  the  whole  of  the  United  States, 
and  not  to  lay  a  duty  but  with  a  steady  eve  to 
revenue.  With  my  food  will,  sir,  there  should 
be  none  but  an  ad  valorem  duty  on  all  articles, 
which  would  prevent  the  possibility  of  one  inter- 
est in  the  country  being  sacrificed^by  the  man- 
agement of  taxation,  to  another.  What  is  there 
in  those  objects  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  so- 
licitude, to  give  them  a  claim  to  be  supported  by 
the  earnings  of  the  others?  The  agriculturists 
bear  the  whole  brunt  of  the  war  and  taxation,  and 
remain  poor,  while  the  others  run  in  the  rioff  of 
pleasure,  and  fatten  upon  them.  The  agricultu- 
rists not  only  pay  all,  but  fight  all^  while  the  othefs 
run.  The  manufacturer  is  the  citizen  of  no  place, 
or  any  place;  the  a^iculturist  has  his  properttr, 
his  lands,  his  all,  his  household  gods  to  defend ; 
and,  like  that  meek  drudge,  the  ox,  who  does  the 
labor,  and  plouffhs  the  ground,  and  then,  for  his 
reward,  takes  the  refuse  of  the  farm  yard,  the 
blighted  blades  and  the  mouldy  straw,  and  the 
mildewed  shocks  of  corn  for  his  support  ;-*while 
the  commercial  speculators  live  in  opulence, 
Whiriing  in  coaches,  and  indulging  in  palaces ;  to 
use  the  words  of  Dr.  Johnsqn^  coaches,  which  fly 
like  meteors,  and  palaces,  which  rise  like  exhala- 
tions. Even  without  your  aid,  the  af  ricultorists 
are  no  match  for  them.'  Alert,  vigilant,  enter- 
prising, and  active,  the  manufacturing  interest 
are  collected  in  masses,  and  ready  to  associate  at 


a  moment's  warning,  for  any  purpose  of  general 
interest  to  their  bo^.  Do  but  ring  the  fire  bell, 
and  you  can  assemble  all  the  manafacturioff  in- 
terest of  Philadelphia,  in  fifteen  minutes.  Nay, 
for  matter  of  that,  they  are  always  assembled, 
they  are  always  on  the  Rialto ;  and  Shylock  ana 
Antonio  meet  there  every  day,  as  friends,  and 
compare  notes,  and  lay  plans,  and  possess  in  trick 
and  intelligence,  wha^  m  the  gooaness  of  God  to 
them,  the  others  can  never  possess.  It  is  the 
choicest  bounty  to  the  ox,  that  ne  cannot  plav  the 
fox  or  the  tiger.  So  it  is  to  one  of  the  body  of 
agriculturists,  that  he  cannot  skip  into  a  cofl^- 
house,  and  shave  a  note  with  one  hand,  while  with 
the  other  he  signs  a  petition  to  Congress,  portray- 
ing the  wrongs,  and  grievances,  and  sufferings  he 
endures,  and  b^gin^  them  to  relieve  him ;  yes,  to 
relieve  tiim  out  of  the  pockets  of  those  whose  la- 
bors have  fed  and  enriched,  and  whose  valor  has 
defended  them.  The  cultivators,  the  patient 
drudges  of  the  other  orders  of  society,  are  now 
waiting  for  your  resolution.  For,  on  you  it  de- 
pends, whether  they  shall  be  left  further  unhurt 
or  be,  like  those  in  Europe  reduced,  gradatim^  and 
subjected  to  another  squeeze  from  the  hard  grasp 
of  power.    Sir,  I  have  done. 

Mr.  Sheffet,  and  others,  regarded  the  expres- 
sion respecting  the  tariff  as  paviag  the  way,  if  not 
absolutely  providing  for  an  indefinite  continua- 
tion of  the  double  duties. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Golosborouob  was  finally 
agreed  to,  by  a  majority  of  about  ten  votes. 

Mr.  SfiBGEANT  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
**  thirtieth  June,"  (the  day  to  which  the  continu- 
ation of  the  double  duties  is  limited  in  the  re- 
solve,) and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  ^ first  day 
of  January  next." 

Mr.  Kino  was  opposed  to  this  motion ;  because, 
as  he  conceived,  the  national  faith  was  pledged 
that  the  duties  should  expire  on  the  ISth  ot  next 
month. 

Mr.  Sergeant  earnestly  and  at  large  supported 
his  motion. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  however-^77  to  56. 


WEUNBaDAT,  January  17. 

Mr.  Hakmond  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  praying  that 
such  measures  may  be  adopted  as  will  encourage 
and  promote  the  interests  of  the  cotton  manufic- 
turing  establishments  within  the  United  States. 

Mr.  MtDDLETON  presented  a  petition  of  the  City 
Council  of  Charleston,  in  Sooth  Carolina,  pray- 
ing to  be  repaid  the  moneys  expended  by  the  said 
corporation  in  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
seamen  confined  bv  sickness  in  the  marine  hospi- 
tal in  that  city,  and  that  additional  funds  maybe 
provided  for  the  use  of  the  said  hospital.-^Refer* 
red  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures. 

Mr.  Gaston  presented  a  petition  of  the  Leffis- 
iature  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  praying  that 
a  tract  of  land  may  be  granted  to  tbe  commis- 
sioners of  the  county  of  Laurence,  on  which  they 
propose  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  town  and 
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eoan-hoQse,  andVher  pablie  batldiiigt.— 'Rcletred 
to  tbe  GoBKniYtee  on  Public  Lftiids. 

Mr.  TucKBR  presented  a  petittoa  of  the  Levy 
Coart  of  the  eonnty  of  WashingtOD,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia,  prayiog  that  the  powers  granted 
to  the  said  court,  by  an  act  anthorizing  them  to 
erect  a  penitentiary,  may  be  enlarged  and  extend* 
ed. Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Military  Com- 
mittee were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  petition  of  tbe  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  twenty-third  regiment  of  United  States' 
infantry,  praying  for  ptfrmission  to  locate  their 
lands  in  one  oody ;  ana  the  petitioners  had  leare 
to  withdraw  their  memorial. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ''anthorizing  the  ap- 
pointnaent  of  Admicaia"  was  read  tiuce,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Naral  Affairs. 

THE  REVENUE. 
The  House  resased  the  consideration  of  the 
first  five  propositions  of  the  Commiuee  of  Ways 
and  Means  respeeting  the  revenae. 

The  first  resolniion,  for  eontinning  in  foroe  the 
doable  dot  ice  oo  imports  and  toooage  luuil  the 
30th  day  of  Jana  next,  bmng  still  aader  oonsider- 
atioA— > 

Mr.  Maolat  moved  a  reconsideration  of  yes- 
terday's vote,  whereby  the  House  refased  to  strike 
out  of  said  resolve  the  90th  JwM^  and  insert  the 
\9t  January. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  reconsider  the  said 
question— ^66  to  63— tbe  question  again  presented 
itself  to  strike  out  the  30tA  day  qfJune^dXk^  insert 
the  Ut  day  of  January ^  so  as  to  prolong  (he  dou- 
ble duties  to  the  latter  day. 

On  this  question,  the  whole  ground  of  debate 
opcnpied  yesterday  and  the  preceding  day  was 
again  tiaveliod  over.  The  advocates  of  this  mo- 
lion  maiaiaioed  that  ito  adoption  was  nacessary 
toaeeuiv  the  maDufsetoreia  from  lots,  aad  almost 
ruin,  «a  well  as  to  enable  tha  merebaata  (o  lay 
their  coarse  kiteliigantly  in  tbe  baaineas  of  the 
appioacbiog  saasaa.  Oa  the  other  band,  it  was 
coateaded  ny  some  that  the  extcosion  of  thaae 
duties  would  be  an  oanaaessary  and  grieroos 
tax  on  the  consumers  for  the  benefit  of  tbe  nna- 
nfacturers.  and  tbe  conveatence  of  tbe  merchants ; 
and  by  otner  gentlemen  the  broad  ground  was 
taken  that  the  faith  of  tbe  Oovemment  being 
pledged  to  discontinue  the  duties  at  the  end  of 
one  year  after  the  exfNlration  of  the  war,  it  would 
of  course  be  more  unjust  to  protract  their  cessa- 
tion to  a  more  distant  day,  than  to  that  already 
proposed  in  the  resolve. 

Many  topics  not  dtrectlv  applicable  to  the  sub* 
ject  were  brooght  into  the  qocstion,  and  com- 
plained of  by  some  of  the  gentleman  who  mingled 
in  debate,  who  said  that  the  interests  of  mano- 
faatarers  did  not  belong  to  this  question,  nor  per- 
haps tbe  interesu  of  the  merchanu;  that  it  was 
a  qoestion  of  national  poliev,  which  ought  to 
stand  tm  its  own  merits.  And  some  of  those  who 
spoke  and  voted  against  tbe  extension  to  Januarv, 
did  so  on  tbe  ground  that  snab  a  coarse  wonfd 
be  equally  adverse  to  the  intaresta  of  tbe  mana- 


factarer  and  merehant,as  to  those  of  the  comma- 
nity  generally. 

The  gentlemen  who  spoke  oa  tbe  affirmative 
side  of  this  qoestion  wera  Messrs.  SfiaoBANT  and 
BuBNSina ;  and  those  on  tne  negative  side.  Messrs. 
LowNDEB,  Roaa,  Qbobvenor,  Pitkin,  WRiaar, 
King,  Oabton,  Millb,  PtoKsaiNG,  aad  Ran- 

nOLPH. 

The  qoestion  on  this  motion  was  at  length  de- 
cided, late  in  the  day,  by  the  following  vote: 

TxAS — ^Messn.  Betts,  Birdseye,  Blount,  Brooks, 
Bryan,  Buroside,  Csnnon,  Clendenain,  Olopton,  Con- 
ner, CreightoB,  Darlington,  Deshs*  Habn,  Hawes, 
Heister,  Hendtrson,  Hopkhuon,  Infl^am,  Johnson  of 
Ksntncky»  Kerr  of  Virginia,  LylOt  Maday,  M^iant, 
McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  MeLesn  of  Ohio,  IGl- 
nor,  KeiMm  of  Virginia,  Newtoa,  Piper,  Powell,  R^- 
nolds.  Root,  Sevfeaa^  Strong^  Tan!,  Tmylor  of  New- 
Yoxk,  Thomas,  ThrooPb  Wslbice,  Ward  of  N.  Yoifc, 
Weadover,  Whiteside,  WiUiams,  Thomas  Wilson,  and 
William  Wilson--47. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adgats,  Alexander,  Atherton,  Baer, 
B^er,  Barbour,  Bsssett,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Bennett, 
Boas,  Bradbary,  Breckenridge,  Brigbam,  BnrweD, 
Cady,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Chipman,  Cilley, 
Clarke  of  Nortb  Carolina,  Clark  of  Kentu<^,  Clay- 
ton, Comstock,  Condict,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Culpeper, 
Cutbbert,  DaYenport,  Forney,  Porsyth,  Gaston,  Gold, 
Goldsborongh,  Griffin,  GrosTenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Ham- 
mond, Hanson,  Hardin,  Herbert,  Huger,  Hnngerford, 
Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Kent,  King  of  Massaehnsstts,  King  of  Nortb  CaroUna, 
Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Lore,  Lorett,  Lowndes,  Lump- 
kin, Lyon,  Mavdi,  MoKee,  Middleton,  Mflls,  Mofit, 
Moore  of  South  Carslins,  Moseiey,  Mnrfree,  Netoon 
of  Massechnsetts,  Noyes,  Onssbv,  Panis,  Piokens, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Randolph,  Reed,  Roane^ 
Robertson,  Ross,  RQggle%  SaTsge,  Bcheack,  Shaipe, 
Sbeffey,  Smith  of  PennsyWaniSy  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Stanford,  Steams,  Stnart,  Sturgss,  TaUmadge,  Tay- 
lor of  Soatb  Canlina,  TsUair,  TowQssnd,  Tocks^ 
Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wilooz,  Wilde,  WU- 
longhby,  Wright,  Yanoej^  and  Yates — 105. 

So  the  motion  to  extend  the  continuaace  of 
double  duties  to  the  first  day  of  January  was  i>eg- 
atived,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


p««^ 


TauBanAY,  January  18. 

Mr.  CfLLBT  presented  a  pefilioa  of  tbe  Bxoier 
and  Rockingham  Cotton  maniifiicnirHig  Compa- 
nies, in  the  State  t»f  flew  Hampshire,  prayiaff 
that  the  importattoo  from  foreign  countries  of  all 
cotton  ffoods  of  a  coarse  texture  mav  be  prohib- 
ited.— ^Referred  to  the  Committee  or  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Tbe  followiag  bills  passed  tbrougb  Commit- 
tees of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading :  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  tbe  heirs  of  Qeorge  Nebioger ;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jonathan  White;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  G.  Camp;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joaa- 
than  Ro^ere,  Jan.,  of  Waterford,  CoBoectiaut; 
the  bill  ior  the  rdief  of  John  Redman  Coxe;  and 
tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Anderson. 

The  bill  for  tha  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  militia  killed,  or  who  ba?e  died  of  wooods  re- 
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ceived  dorinji^  the  late  war,  was  tome  time  before 
a  Committee  of  the  ^hole.  The  Committee 
rose,  and  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  makingf  farther  provision 
for  military  services  darings  the  Ute  war,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  Hdlbbrt  presented  a  petition  of  Ann  Gkr- 
rv,  widow  of  Elbrid^e  Grerry,  deceased,  late  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  praying  that  the 
salary  which  would  have  been  paid  to  the  de- 
ceased, had  he  lived  to  the  end  of  the  term  for 
which  he  was  elected,  may  be  given  to  her,  for 
the  support  of  herself  and  children. — Referred  to 
Messrs.  Hulbbrt,  Comnsr,  and  Gaston. 

Mr.  RoBBRTsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Pnblio  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  llimois  Territory,  referred 
on  the  18th  ult.  and  9th  instant,  and  on  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  said  Territory, 
referred  on  the  18th  ult.,  which  was  read ;  when 
Mr.  R.  reported  a  bill,  making  further  provision 
for  settling  the  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Illinois;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Robertson  also  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Antoine  Drouet  and  Dillas,  which  was 
read ;  when  Mr.  R.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certain  claimants  to  land  in  the  district  of  Vin- 
cennes;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
R  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Robertson  also  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Territories  of 
Indiana  and  Illinois,  referred  on  the  14th  and  15th 
ult.  and  16th  inst. ;  which  was  read,  and  the  res- 
olution therein  contained  was  concurred  in  by 
the  House,  as  follows : 

Reeolvea^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

COLONIZATION  OF  NEGROES. 

Mr.  Robbrtson  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Kentucky  Abolition  Society ;  which 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  report  is  as  roUows : 

Thaty  according  to  the  petition,  great  numbers  of 
slaves  have  been  emancipated  in  different  parts  of  the 
United  States ;  that  the  number  may  be  expected  to 
increase  daily  $  that  they  are  not  allowed  the  privileges 
of  free  citisens  when  they  are  emancipated,  and  are 
prohibited  by  law  from  emigrating  to  many  of  the  other 
Stales  and  Territories ;  in  consequence  of  all  this,  and, 
to  use  the  words  of  the  petition,  as  they  are  snfEering 
many  privations  for  the  want  of  room  and  opportuni- 
ties for  the  expansion  of  genius  and  encouragement  to 
industry,  they  pray  that  a  suitable  territory  may  be  laid 
off  as  an  asylum  for  all  negroes  and  mulattoea  eman- 
cipated or  to  be  emancipated  within  the  United  States ; 
and  that  such  donations,  allowances,  encouragement, 
and  assiitance,  be  afforded  them  as  may  be  necessary 
ibr  conveying  them  thither,  and  settling  them  therein. 
The  committee  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the  Govern- 
ment b  not  in  the  habit  of  granting  such  advantages 
to  white  citizens,  nor  can  they  well  perceive  why  they 
ahould  be  expected  in  frivor  of  those  of  any  other  color. 
The  publie  lands  of  the  United  States  an  sold  or  earned 
by  services  rendered  to  the  country ;  and  all  thbee  who 


wish  to  reside  on  them  have  hereto  Axe  (as  most  prob- 
ably they  must  continue  to  do)  paid  thdr  own  travel- 
ling expenses.  The  eommittee,  too,  cannot  but  be- 
lieve that  there  ii  no  part  of  oar  highly  &vored  country 
where  industry  and  economy  will  not  insure  to  those 
who  practise  them  an  easy  and  independent  support. 
The  committee  can  see  no  cause  for  the  inteiiferenoe  of 
the  Government  on  this  subject;  they  have,  conse* 
quently,  prepared  a  resolution,  which  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

Buohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

The  honorable  the  Speaker  and  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
the  petition  of  the  Kentucky  Abolition  Society,  at 
thdr  annual  meeting,  holden  in  Franklin  county, 
near  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  October  18  and  19,  ISlfi, 
respectftilly  showeth: 

That,  whereas  great  nmnben  of  slaves  have  been 
emancipated  in  different  parts  of  these  United  States, 
and  it  may  be  expected,  from  the  genius  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, and  from  a  spirit  of  benevolenoe  that  seems 
to  be  taking  place  among  all  classes  of  citisens,  that 
the  number  will  be  daily  increasing:  and  whereas 
they  are  not  aUowed  the  uivilegee  of  free  dtiaeiis 
where  they  are  emancipated,  and  most  of  the  States 
and  Territories  have  passed  laws  to  prevent  this  dasi 
of  human  beings  from  emigrating  to  them ;  and,  from 
their  poor  and  degraded  situation  where  they  at 
present  reside,  they  are  snfiiBring  many  privations  for 
the  want  of  room  and  importunities  for  the  expansion 
of  genius  and  encouragement  to  industry :  and  where- 
as there  are  vast  tracts  of  unappropriated  lands  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  and  as  we  now 
enjoy  a  time  of  peace  and  prosperity,  opening  the  way^ 
and  inviting  the  Gkyvemment  to  so  benevolent  a  project, 
we  do  therefore  (and  we  make  no  doubt  but  we  substan- 
tially speak  tiie  language  of  thousands  of  our  foUow- 
citizens)  most  earnestly  petition  your  honorable  body, 
that  you  cause  a  suitable  territory  of  lands  to  be  laid  off 
as  an  asylum  for  all  those  negroes  and  ranlattoes  who 
have  been,  and  these  who  may  hereafter  be,  emaadpatad 
within  Uie  United  States;  and  that  such  doaations,  al* 
lowances,  enoouragement,  and  assistance  be  aflbrded 
them»  as  may  be  necssssiy  for  conveying  them  thithar^ 
and  settling  them  therem ;  and  that  they  be  under 
such  regulations  and  government,  in  ail  respects,  as 
your  wisdom  shall  dictate. 

The  friendly  attention  of  your  honorable  body  to 
this,  our  humble  address,  will  ever  be  remembered  with 
gratitude  by  your  petitioners 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Sodety,  in  annual  meeting, 
as  above  written. 

DAVID  BARROW,  FrtM'U 
Attest: 

MoBxs  MARTiar,  Set^ry, 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  to  wit :  the  1st, 
8d,  3d,  ith.  and  5th  rnolutions  attached  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  of 
the  9th  instant,  upon  the  subject  of  Revenue;  to 
which  resolutions  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
have  reported  their  aj^reement.  Whereupon  the 
House  conenrred  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  their  agreement  to  the  said  first  reao- 
iution,  amended  to  read  as  follows: 
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1.  Reaoked,  That  it  is  expedient  to  cootinae  in 
§o>iet,  until  the  30th  day  of  Jane  next,  the  aet»  entitled 
"An  act  for  impoaing  additional  dntiea  npon  all  goods, 
warea,  and  merchandise,  imported  from  any  foreign 
port  or  place,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  on  the 
let  July,  1812. 

The  qaeatioD  was  then  taken  to  concur,  in  like 
manner,  in  the  second  resolutioo,  which  is  in  the 
following  words : 

9.  JUmdved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  continue  in 
force  the  act,  entitled  <*An  act  laying  a  duty  on  im- 
ported salt,  granting  a  hounty  on  pickled  iSah  export- 
ed, and  allowances  to  certain  YeMels  employed  in  the 
fiaheiies,^  passed  on  the  S9th  July,  1813. 

And  it  passed  In  the  affirma tire— yeas  90,  nays 
43,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Alexander,  Baker,  Barbour,  Bassett, 
Bateman,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Betts,  Birdsall,  Birdseye, 
Blount,  Boss,  Bradbuiy,  Brooks,  Bryan,  Bumside, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Clayton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conner,  Creigh- 
ton,  Cuthbert,  Desha,  Forsyth,  Glasgow,  Gold,  Griffin, 
Qroavenor,  Haha,  Hammond,  Hanson,  Hardin,  Hawea, 
Headeison,  Hopkinson,  Hulbert,  Ingram,  Kent,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Maday,  May- 
rant,  McKee,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio» 
Middleton,  Milnor,  Moseley,  Newton,  Pickering,  Plea- 
sants, Powell,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Root,  Ross,  HUigg^es, 
Sergeant,  Schenck,  Smith  of  PennsyWania*  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Steams^  Sturges,  TaUmadge,  Taul,  Taylor 
of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  TeKur, 
Thomas,  Throop,  Townsend,  Tucker,  Ward  of  Mass., 
Ward  of  New  York,  Wendover,  Wheaton,  Wilde, 
Wilkin,  Wmoughby,  William  Wilson,  Woodward, 
Yancey,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Msssfs.  Atherton,  Breckenridge,  Brigham, 
Burwell,  Cady,  Chipman,  Cilley,  Clariie  of  North  Car- 
olina, Clopton,  Cnlpener,  Gaston,  Goldsborough,  Hall, 
Herbert,  Hungerford,  jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kerr 
of  Virginia,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Langdon,  Love, 
Lorett,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Manh,  McCoy,  Mills,  Moffit, 
Moore  of  South  Carolina,  Nelson  of  Mass.,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Noyes,  Rice,  Roane,  Savage,  Sh^fley,  Stan- 
ford, Strong,  Stuart,  Vose,  Wilcox,  Williams,  and 
Wright. 

The  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  resolutions  were 
then  again  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House ; 
which  said  resolutions  are  as  follows: 

3.  Reiohedt  That  it  is  expedient  to  keep  in  force 
the  act,  entitled  *^An  act  laying  duties  on  sugar  refined 
within  the  United  States,"  pMed  on  the  34th  July, 
1813. 

4.  JRuoivedf  That  it  is  expedient  to  continue  in 
force  the  act,  entitled  '<An  act  laying  duties  on  notes 
of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies ;  on  notes, 
bonds,  and  obligations,  discounted  by  banks,  bankers, 
and  certain  companies ;  and  on  bills  of  exchange  of 
certain  descriptions,'^  passed  the  2d  of  August,  1813 ; 
and  also  the  act  supplementary  thereto,  passed  on  the 
10th  day  of  December,  1814. 

6.  Reaohedf  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal,  from  the 
3d  day  of  March  next,  so  mudi  of  the  act,  entitled 
'*An  act  to  provide  additional  rerenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Chwemment,  and  maintmning  the  pub- 
lic creoit,  by  duties  m  mIos  at  audioD,  and  on  lioenaes 
to  retail  wines,  spiritnoasJiquon,  and  foreign  meiehan- 
dise,  and  for  increasing  the  ratea  of  postage,'*  passed 


on  the  S8d  of  December,  1814,  as  imposes  additional 
duties  on  postage. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  first,  second,  third, 
fourth,  and  fifth  resolutions  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Wavs  and  Means,  with  instruction 
to  report  bills  conformably  thereto. 


Friday,  January  19. 

Mr.  Lowndbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  continue  in  force 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  imposing  additional 
duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  from  any  port  or  place,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  which  was  read  twiee,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  LowHDEa,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled 
'^An  act  laying  a  dutv  on  imported  salt,  granting 
a  bounty  on  piekled  nsh  exported,  and  allowances 
to  certain  Tessela  employed  in  the  fisheries  f 
which  was  read  twiee,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  LowMDSB,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act,  passed 
OB  the  83d  of  December,  1814,  as  Imposes  addi- 
tional duties  on  postage ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
last  appointed. 

Mr.  LowRDSB,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  certain  acts 
therein  mentioned ;  which  was  read  twiee,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last 
appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eastom,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  the  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  of  the  militia,  army,  and  the 
aeveral  companies  of  rangers  who  served  during 
the  late  war,  interest  on  the  respective  sums  due 
to  them  from  the  time  they  ought  to  have  been 
paid  until  they  shall  be  actually  paid. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  a  third 
time  and  passed :  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gkorge 
Nebinger  j  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  White; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  O.  Camp ;  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Rogers,  junior,  of  Wat- 
erford,  Connecticot;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Anderson ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  ^hn 
Redman  Coxe.  The  bills  were  ail  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence,  except  that  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Anderson,  which  had  previously  passed 
that  body. 

COPPER  COINS,  d^. 

Mr.  Root,  in  offering  a  motioo  on  this  subject, 
said  that  the  want  of  a  national  circulating  me- 
dium had  been  a  topic  of  much  complaint.  This 
subject  had  been  referred  to  a  committee,  and 
that  committee  had  reported  a  bill  for  establish- 
ing a  National  l^ok  as  the  means  of  producing 
the  desired  uniformity  in  the  national  currency, 
as  regarded  the  eirculation  and  exchange  between 
diffsrent  sections  of  the  Union.  But  the  evil  of 
the  absence  of  small  change,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  as 
generally  fell  by  all  classes  of  the  community,  as 
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the  difficulfy  of  remitteooe  of  large  siime.  For 
a  premium  you  can  anywhere  get  from  a  broker 
such  large  money  as  will  eircttlate ;  bat  sot  so 
with  the  small  chaoge  that  is  in  circalation, 
which,  such  as  it  is,  will  scarcely  pass  a  stone's 
throw  from  the  place  where  one  receires  it,  and 
will  scarcely  be  accepted  by  the  servants  at  the 
taverns.  How  was  this  evil  to  be  remedied  1  By 
the  act  establishing  the  Mint,  Congress  had  en- 
acted that  the  copper  coin  should  be  of  a  weight 
below  what  was  the  real  value  of  the  metal  in 
bolts,  bars,  or  sheets.  The  copper  coin  originally 
weighed  eleven  penny weighu ;  by  a  subsequent 
act  of  Coitfress  in  1792,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
cent  shonm  weigh  208  grains, .or  8  pennyweights, 
16  grains.  Bv  a  subsequent  act  the  President 
was  authorizea  to  reduce  the  weight  of  the  cent, 
by  proclamation,  whenever  he  should  think  fit, 
two  pennyweights. 

Such  a  proclamation  never  bad  been  iiwued, 
Mr.  R.  believed,  and  the  weight  of  the  cent  there- 
fore remained  eight  pennyweight  sixteen  grains. 
A  pound  avoirdupois,  therefore,  contained  thir- 
ty-three cents  and  six  and  a  half  mills ;  whilst 
copper  had  frequently  been  much  higher,  and 
during  the  war  double  as  much  per  pound ;  the 
price,  however,  being  now  reduced,  was  probably 
about  par  with  cents.  Owing  to  the  high  price 
of  copper,  the  coinage  of  copper  coin  at  the  Mint 
had  ceaseo  for  some  time.  It  now  appeared,  from 
the  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  that  the 
Mint  was  about  to  recommence  the  coinage  of 
copper,  of  which  it  was  estimated  they  conkl 
turn  out  about  fifty  tons  in  the  course  m  a  year. 
The  coins,  Mr.  R.  said,  would,  according  to  law, 
be  distributed  among  the  re^ective  States,  ac- 
cording to  their  population ;  they  would  be  dis* 
tributed  in  quantities,  in  casks,  and  there  retained 
for  sale  as  an  article  of  merchandise^  until  the 
price  of  copper  should  be  so  much  higher  tiian 
the  value  or  the  cents  as  shall  afibrd  a  sufficient 
profit  on  the  sale  of  them,  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
idg  melted  up  for  sheets,  bolts,  or  stills,  dbc.  Mr. 
R.  said  he  presumed  the  Director  of  the  Mint 
was  mistaken  in  supposing  the  oents  alKady 
coined  remained  in  the  United  States,  unless  in 
the  form  of  bolts,  Ac  The  copper  coin  of  the 
United  States  had  never  been  made  a  legal  ten- 
der,  becauae  being  worth  more  generally  wan  the 
nominal  vahie,  people  were  glad  enough  to  take 
them.  There  never  had  bma  any  punishuient 
enacted  for  couaterfetting  it,  because,  for  the 
same  reason,  there  was  no  motive  for  the  offence. 
If  the  weight  should  be  diminished,  however, 
both  these  measures  might  become  necessary. 
He  therefore  moved, 

"  That  the  weight  of  the  copper  coin  ought  to  be 
reduced  to  fimr  pennyweights  the  cent. 

^  That  the  oomr  coin  of  the  United  atatee  ouriit 
to  be  msde  a  legal  tender  to  the  aaiouat  of  ope  dcJUr. 

"That  pronuon  ought  to  be  mede  by  law  S»r  the 
pmidunent  of  counterfeiting  the  copper  coin  of  the 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhooh,  these  propositions 
vere  rmrred  to  a  select  committee. 


0TANDIKO  fiULSS  AND  ORBSBS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Oommittee 
on  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  House.    AAer 
several  amendments  to  the  rules  had  been  pro- 
posed and  agreed  to,  Mr.  Stanford  moved  to 
expunge  from  them  that  which  related  to  ^  the 
previous  question."    He  said  he  owed  it  to  him- 
self and  to  the  oath,  which,  as  a  member  of  that 
House,  he  had  taken^  to  get  rid,  if  poesihle,  of  a 
rule  under  which  the  most  tvmnnical  control 
might  be  exercised  over  the  House,  and  the  de- 
bates of  that  assembly  be  deprived  of  their  free- 
dom, and  by  which  tne  majority  mi^ht  oxerctse 
the  most  complete  despotism,,  abutting  out  the 
Representatives  of  the  people  from  the  free  Con- 
stitutional privilege  of  expressing  their  opinions 
and  maintaining  the  rights  of  their  constituents. 
He  expressed  his  regret  that  such  an  abominable 
badge  of  slavery  should  have  found  its  way  into 
the  regulations  of  any  free  deliberative  aasembly; 
j^ave  a  succinct  history  of  its  rise  and  progress 
in  that  House,  and  portrayed  the  pernicious  e^ 
fects  of  it,  as  shotting  up,  at  the  will  and  plea- 
sore  of  the  majority,  the  cucrent  of  deliberatioo, 
and  enabling^  tnem  to  get  rid,  when  they  pleased, 
of  a  discussion  that  was  disagreeable  to  them, 
and  of  a  decision  that  might  be  deemed  hostile 
to  their  party  or  their  purposes.    The  last  mis- 
chievous construction  of  the  rule—the  last  twist 
of  the  screw,  he  observed ^  was  fastened  upon 
them  in  a  moment  of  excitement,  partly  in  re- 
sentment at  a  resistance  made  to  their  measures, 
and  perhaps  partly  for  the  despatch  of  business 
during  the  war.    But  now  when,  not  only  the 
war  had  ceased,  but  much  of  the  asperities  which 
existed  at  that  time  had  vanished — when  we 
were  ^  all   Federalists,  all  Republicans''— and 
there  could  no  longer  be  a  pretext  for  exercising 
it — ^when,  in  short,  it  could  no  longer  be  pretend- 
ed to  be  wanting— he  hoped  it  would  be  ez- 
puBged,  or  suspended,  and  that  as  the  House  had 
got  rid  of  the  excitement,  they  would  also  g^ 
rid  of  the  rule.    If  the  minority  had  no  r^htin 
debate,  but  what  they  were  to  owe  to  the  cour- 
tesy 01  the  majority,  it  was  no  longer  a  free  de- 
liberative assembly ;  nor  could  the  country  for 
which  they  were  assembled  to  legislate  be  free. 
The  vight  to  deltvev  their  senttmeou  ta  Con- 
gress tlM^  poescesed  from  the  people,  and  no 
majority  m  that  Hoose  had  a  right  to  take  it 
from  them.    He  had  seen  the  time  when  it 
would  be  resisted  in  that  House,  and  he  hoped 
he  should  see  the  time  come  again  when  such 
tyrannical  rules  would  be  disabled  of  their  force, 
and  chained  out  of  the  rules  of  Coqgress;  the 
msjority  had  no  rights  to  give,  and  they  could 
heye  none  that  he  would  receive  at  their  hands. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  said  he  seconded  Mr.  Stan- 
FOBo'a  motion  with  pleasure.  He  never  rose 
with  more  satisfaction,  and  he  hoped  the  rule 
would  be  naodified  so  as  to  teiastate  it,  as  it  was 
in  the  AdmitiiatimtiiMi  of  Thomaa  JeiiBieoa,  dur- 
ing which  period  it  was  die  same  that  it  had 
bsien  in  the  time  of  hie  predecessor.  Mr.  R.  de- 
eland  that  he  had  listened  to  Mr.  Sxaiivomn 
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with  delifbt;  his  teiithDeiito  were  of  the  good 
old  times;  they  were  worthy  of  the  sehool  in 
whieh  he  had  been  bred. 

Mr.  R.  then  entered  into  a  history  of  the  ruJe 
80  ohnoxioos  to  e?ery  lover  of  freedom*-^  his- 
tory in  itself  rery  carious  and  interesting,  and 
rendered  mach  more  so  by  the  felioitoos  manner 
in  whieh  he  exhibited  it.  He  brought  the  gene- 
alegy  of  the  previons  question  down  from  a  rery 
remote  period,  and  that,  too,  one  of  the  worst  of 
the  British  history  ;  httt  he  showed  that  though 
hearing  the  same  name  the  present  one  diflfered 
from  its  ancestors,  and  differed  rery  mnch  for 
the  worse.  If  it  was  to  stain  the  rales  and 
orders  it  ought  to  have  a  new  name,  and  be 
called  the  gag  law.  What  the  Federalists  called 
^  the  sedition  law,"  he  said  his  party  called  the 
gag  kne,  and  so  ought  this  to  be  called.  Not  but 
that  he  owned  the  sedition  law  itself  was  good 
in  many  respects,  the  objection  to  it  was  that  it 
assumed  the  exercise  of  a  power  which  did  not 
belong  to  Congress  over  the  press,  and  insidious- 
ly usurped  a  jurisdiction  denied  by  the  Consti- 
tution; yet  in  comparison  with  the  previous 
question,  be  said  the  sedition  law  was  as  white 
as  woal«»was  indeed  innocence  itselt 

Mr.  R.  then  proceeded  to  carry  on  his  history 
of  the  rule  from  its  first  entrance  into  the  busi- 
ness of  that  House  until  it  bad  arrived,  upon  a 
late  occasion,  to  the  highest  degree  of  malignity 
and  oppresstveness  in  its  exercise ;  the  most  out- 
rageous despo^m  over  the  counsels  of  the  repre- 
sentative b(M]y.  He  could  not  depict  it,  he  said, 
in  stronger  colors  than  by  giving  a  simple  state- 
meat  of  the  fact,  that  the  previous  question  was 
called  while  a  member  was  addressing  the  Chair. 

Mr.  R.  said  that  a  member  of  thatlloose  who 
was  BO  deprived  of  the  freedom  of  speech  that 
he  could  not  at  any  time  stand  up  and  defend 
the  invaded  rights  of  his  constituents  was  a  nvi- 
saitce-*the  slightest  abuse^f  liberty  seldom  failed 
to  end  in  slavery*^aad  the  liberty  which  the  peo- 

le  of  the  United  States  did  enioy  would  be  lost 

Y  this  abuse.  Yet,  however,  the  nation's  liberty 
was  not  entirely,  iost^— it  was  ^aot  less  than 
Archangel  ruined"— it  was  yet  open  to  the 
House  to  preserve  it  He  then  drew  a  picture 
of  the  misohlsfs  attendliQg  the  apptieation  of  the 
ptfevious  questioa  in  the  hands  of  eorrupt  men, 
and  said  that,  instead  of  being  what  every  rule 
of  that  House  ought  to  be— an  instrument  for 
the  advaneement  and  protection  of  the  freedom 
of  debate— 4t  was  perverted  into  an  enfine  to 
itttereept  fair  dt8Cttseioo,and  ptevent  the  sense  of 
the  House  from  being  taken.  If  an  amendment 
which  startled  the  lesders  of  the  majority  were 
moved,  instead  of  meeting  it  with  reason,  and 
letting  it  go  for  the  sense  of  the  House,  one  of 
the  party  had  but  to  move  the  previous  question, 
and  the  amendment  instantly  disappeared,  as  if 
it  had  sunk  through  t  trap-door  or  fallen  through 
a  broken  place  in  a  bridge,  and  not  a  vestige  was 
ever  more  heard  of  it-^no,  not  so  much  as  would 
serve  to  justify  the  member  that  ofihred  it  to  his 
coastituents,  or  to  inform  them  what  he  had  been 
endeavoring  in  vain  to  do  for  their  interests.  Vor 


I 


example :  if  a  member  moved  to  propose  twenty 
cents  a  bushel  tax  upon  salt,  and  he  (Mr.  R.) 
taking  into  consideration  that  it  would  coose  too 
heavy  on  his  constituents  to  tax  so  highly  one  of 
the  most  essential  articles  of  life — one  of  the 
sacred  embletns  of  hospitality — should  propose 
to  amend  the  resolution  by  substituting  ten  for 
twenty,  the  majority  not  finding  it  convenient  to 
argue  the  case,  or  bein^^  unable  to  reason,  and 
therefore  like  Falstafl^  ^  if  reasons  were  as  pwnty 
as  blackberries,"  resolute  not  to  give  a  reason  on 
compubion.  should  call  for  the  previous  question, 
the  ameodnient  would  disappear;  the  unsuspect- 
ing, confiding  people  would  be  deceived,  and 
would  never  hear  that  the  amendment  was  moved, 
or  that  the  Representative  to  whom  they  had 
confided  their  interests  bad  done  his  duty ;  but 
on  the  contrary  would  conclude  that  he  had 
voted  for  imposing  on  them  that  oppressive  tax. 

Thus,  he  said,  amendments  fell  dead  in  that 
House,  and  with  them  the  right  of  free  discus- 
sion. There  were  other  members  of  those  rules, 
he  said,  which  mq^ht  well  content  those  gentle- 
men, whatever  their  appetite  might  be  for  despo- 
tism. Some  that  might  satisfy  the  ^rand  inquis- 
itor himself.  The  motion  to  reconsider  was  one 
of  those-— that  simple  rule  might  satisfjr  the 
most  lynx-eyed  duenna,  anxious  to  restrain  the 
wanton  excursions  of  debate.  There  was  ano- 
ther, too,  alwa3rs  at  hand,  which  was  stHI  sqpe* 
rior'  to  the  previous  uuestion— <^  call  Id  oroer. 
On  this  su^ect  Mr.  R.  was  very  pointed  and 

giwerfol.  He  showed  from  the  rules  of  the 
ritish  House  of  Commons,  laid  down  by  Mr. 
Hatseil,  that  no  Instance  ever  was  known  in 
that  body  of  a  member's  being  prevented  from 
dieeussing  any  proposition,  either  immediately, 
9ub  fudice.  or  that  he  wished  to  bring  before 
them$  and  that  the  only  interruption  allowable 
in  it,  was  confined  to  cases  where  any  thins; 
toueii^ng  the  royal  authority  was  intredueed, 
which  bv  the  constitution  were  fbrbidden  to  be 
discussed  in  it.  Not  onl)|r  Mr.  Hatseil,  but  Mr. 
Onslow,  who  so  long  presided  in  tliatbody,  never 
saw  a  member  of  the  minority  or  opposition 
bench  refused  a  bearing-^-they  would  as  soon 
think  of  stopping  the  volned  lis^tnio^  of  heaven, 
asoC  sto^n^the  elder  Pitt.  No;  in  the  Brit- 
ish House  of  Commons  debate  was  free. 

After  expatiating  on  better  parts  of  the  sub'^ 
jectj  as  well  as  on  several  topics  incidental  add 
auxiliary  to  the  train  of  hb  reasoniof,  Mr.  R. 
declared  it  to  be  his  conviction  that  it  this  rule 
continued  on  the  books,  it  would  sooner  or  later 
be  resisted  if  put  in  practice ;  but  whether  re- 
sisted or  not,  it  ought  to  be  resisted,  and  at  every 
or  any  hasard.  He  bad  ever  been  a  Whig--a 
warm  and  sincere  friend  to  the  Revolution— but 
when  he  compared  the  tax  upon  tea.  with  this 
pernicious  rule  ^  the  previous  question,"  he  doubt- 
ed which  struck  most  deeply  at  the  personal 
rights  of  the  people  of  America,  or  at  toe  inde- 
pendence of  toe  countrv. 

Mr.  Clay  rose  in  reply  to  Mr.  Ranoolph,  and 
endeavored  to  justify  the  pvevious  question — 
partly  on  the  grounds  of  the  Cottstitntlooal  right 
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of  the  Hoase  to  make  it-^the  majority  bad  the 
power  to  make  it,  and  therefore  were  right  in 
makiog  it;  partly  on  the  ezpediency^t  was 
certainly  expedient  for  the  same  reason ;  besides 
which,  be  thought  the  public  interest  required  it. 
He  said  Mr.  RANDOLPH'a  history  of  the  order 
had  itself  shown  that  the  previous  question  was 
not  resorted  to  until  the  abuse  of  ddmte  rendered 
it  expedient,  and  in  illustrating  this  be  reminded 
the  House  of  the  rery  remarkable  cirenmstanee 
of  a  certain  gentleman  baring,  for  the  purpose 
of  delay,  spoken  four  and  twenty  hours  without 
stopping.  He  said  that  the  House  (bust  adapt 
their  rules  to  experience,  until  the  objects  of  its 
institution  were  fulfilled. 

He  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  go  to  Great  Brit- 
ain for  precedents ;  but  if  they  did,  he  could  show 
the  superior  freedom  of  our  House,  taking  all  the 
rules  of  the  British  House  of  Commons  toj;ether. 
They  had  there,  he  said,  a  previous  question  for 
stopping  members,  peculiar  to  themselves — that 
was,  making  a  noise  to  drown  the  voice  of  the 
person  who  endeavored  to  speak.  Another  was. 
that  there  was  no  protracting  a  debate  beyond 
the  rising  of  the  House.  Here,  said  Mr.  C,  have 
we  not  had  a  question  debating  for  six  or  seven 
weeks  ?  Mr.  C.  then  advertM  to  the  personal 
invectives  in  the  British  Parliament,  contrary  to 
all  example  in  the  American  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. He  had  himself,  in  the  short  time  he 
was  in  London,  heard  a  British  Minister,  high  in 
office,  charge  a  member  wi(h  wishing  to  produce 
a  revolution  in  the  country ;  and  he  had  heard 
that  member  retort  upon  the  Minister  the  charge 
of  bribery  and  corruption,  and  tell  him  that  he 
ought  to  lose  his  heaa. 

What  would  be  the  situation  of  the  House, 
Mr.  C.  asked,  without  such  a  rule  as  the  previ- 
ous question;  and  what  was  it  more  than  a 
declaration  of  the  House  that  they  had  heard 
enough,  and  would  proceed  to  decide ;  and  that 
the  majority  were  not  to  be  controlled  by  the 
minority  ? 

Mr.  Oabton  rose  and  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  proposition  which  has  been 
made  by  my  worthy  friend  and  colleague  (Mr. 
Stanford)  to  expunge  from  the  rules  of  this 
House  what  is  there  called  "  the  previous  ques- 
tion,^'brings  distinctly  forward  for  consideration 
a  tttbject  which  has  the  most  imperious  claims 
on  the  attention  ofevery  individual  of  this  honor- 
•  aUe  body.  It  vitally  concerns  the  rights  of  the 
members  of  this  House,  and  the  essential  inter- 
ests of  the  people  whom  they  represent.  From 
the  moment,  sir,  I  have  been  able  to  comprehend 
what,  from  that  chair  and  on  this  floor,  has 
been  expounded  to  be  *'  the  previous  question,"  I 
have  believed  it  hostile  to  every  principle  of  our 
Government,  inconsistent  with  all  notions  of  cor- 
rect legislation,  and  without  a  precedent  in  the 
annals  of  any  free  deliberative  assembly.  At 
different  periods  of  the  last  Congress  I  had 
thought  of  attempting  to  procure  some  amend- 
ment of  this  arbitrary  rule,  but  I  was  prevented 
from  prosecuting  my  purpose  by  a  conviction  that 
the  party  feelings  which  had  grown  oat  of  the 


war,  and  which  had  then  reached  their  highest 
state  of  excitement,  forbade  all  hope  of  that  de- 
liberate consideration  which  was  indispensable 
to  a  correct  decision.  The  present  Congress  I 
have  flattered  myself,  afibrded  a  fit  opportunity 
for  a  revision  of  this  rule.  With  the  return  of 
peace  to  our  land  had  returned  also  a  spirit  of 
mutual  forbearance  between  the  political  parties 
of  the  House.  Now,  it  might  be  practicable  to 
discuss  and  decide  a  great  question  upon  its  in- 
trinsic merits,  and  not  simply  with  a  view  to  its 
influence  on  the  interests  or  purposes  of  faction. 
Indulging  this  hope,  it  was  my  fixed  determina- 
tion not  to  permit  the  present  sessions  to  peas 
away  without  an  effort  to  rescue  my  own  rights, 
and  the  rights  of  those  whom  I  represent,  mm 
the  further  oppression  of  this  instrument  of  ty- 
rannv.  I  have  been  anticipated  by  my  colleague, 
and  I  rejoice  that  I  have  been  thus  anticipated. 
From  none  could  the  call  upon  this  honorable 
House  to  emaacipste  itself  from  the  thraldom  of 
"  the  previous  question,"  proceed  with  moie  an- 
thority  and  proprietyr  than  from  its  oldest  sur- 
viving son;  from  him  who  has  witnessed  the 
^owth  of  this  role  from  its  first  intrusion  here  to 
its  present  aU-contrelling  dominatioo.  And,  sir, 
I  rejoice  equally  at  the  opposition  which  the  mo- 
tion of  my  colleague  has  encountered.  If  this 
hideous  rale  could  have  been  vindicated,  we 
should  have  received  that  vindication  from  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  resumed  his  seat,  (Mr. 
Ulat.)  If  bis  ingenuity  and  zeal  commaed 
could  iorm  for  the  previous  question  no  other  de^ 
fence  than  that  which  we  have  Jieard.  the  pre- 
vious question  cannot  be  defended.  It  beneath 
his  shield  it  finds  so  slight  a  shelter,  it  must  fall 
a  victim  to  the  just,  though  long  delayed,  ven- 

Sance  of  awakened  and  indignant  freedom.    If 
eetor  cannot  protect  his  Troy,  the  doom   of 
Troy  is  fixed  by  fate. 

It  is  indispensable,  before  we  proceed  further 
in  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  that  we 
should  perfectly  understand  what  is  our  previous 
Question.  Gentlemen  may  incautiously  suppose 
that  it  is  the  same  with  wliat  has  been  called  the 
previous  question  elsewhere.  This  would  be  m. 
most  fatal  mistake.  Oor  previous  question  is 
altogether  "  md  generis,"  the  only  one  of  its  kind  ; 
and  to  know  it,  we  must  consider  not  merely 
what  is  written  of  it  in  our  code,  but  what  it  has. 
been  rendered  by  exposition  and  construction. 

Our  previous  question  "  can  only  be  admitted 
when  demanded  by  a  majority  of  the  members 
present."  It  is  a  question  **  whether  the  question 
under  debate  shall  now  be  put"»-on  the  previous 
question  ^  there  shall  be  no  debate."  *<  Until  it  is 
decided,  it  shall  preclude  all  amendment  and  de- 
bate of  the  main  question."  If  it  be  decided  neg- 
atively, viz:  that  the  main  question  shall  not 
now  be  put,  the  main  question  is  of  course  super- 
seded ;  but  if  it  be  decided  hffirmatively  that  the 
naain  question  shall  now  be  put,  the  main  ques- 
tion is  to  be  put  instantaneously,  and  no  member 
can  be  allowed  to  amend  or  discuss  it  The  pre- 
vious question  is  entitled  to  precedence  over 
motions  to  amend,  commit,  or  postpone  the 
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main  qoestion,  and  therefore  when  admitted  pots 
these  eotireljr  aside.  This,  aceordio^  to  the  latest 
improrement,  is  now  our  rale  of  the  prerions 
questioo;  and  certainly  in  ^ronr  Patent  Office 
there  is  no  model  of  a  machine  better  fitted  for 
its  purposes  than  this  instrument  for  the -ends  of 
tyranny.  It  is  a  power  vested  in  the  majority  to 
forbid,  at  their  soTerei^  will  and  pleasure,  every 
member,  not  of  that  majority,  from  making 
known  either  his  own  sentiments  or  the  wishes 
or  complaints  of  his  constituents,  in  relation  to 
any  subject  under  consideration,  or  from  attempt- 
ing to  amend  what  is  proposed  as  a  law  for  the 
gorernment  of  the  whole  nation. 

It  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  civil  liberty, 
that  no  citizen  shall  be  affected  in  his  righu 
without  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  in  support 
of  them.  Our  Constitution  provides  *4hat  no 
citizen  shall  be  deprived  of  liie,  liberty,  or  prop* 
erty,  without  doe  process  of  law."  ifvery  free- 
man is  recognised  by  our  Constitution  as  possess- 
ing  also  the  right,  either  by  himself  or  peaceably 
assembled  with  others,  to  petition  the  Govern- 
ment for  a  redress  of  grievances.  The  peculiar 
duties  of  the  Representatives  of  freemen  delega- 
ted with  authority  to  bind  their  constituents  by 
law,  constitute  these  Representatives  the  agents 
of  the  people,  to  make  Known  their  grievances, 
their  wants,  and  their  wishes ;  that  thus,  by  mu- 
tual and  free  intercommunication,  rules  of  action 
mav  be  framed  fitted  *^  to  promote  the  general 
welfare."  To  refuse  to  receive  the  petition  of 
the  poorest  and  meanest  member  of  society,  alleg- 
ing a  grievance,  and  applying  to  the  competent 
authority  for  redress,  is  an  act  of  tyranny  pro- 
hibited by  the  Constitution.  To  impair,  by  a 
judicial  sentence,  any  one  of  his  rijgnts,  or  re- 
strain him  in  the  exercise  of  his  freedom— to 
touch  either  bis  purse  or  his  person,  until  after 
regular  process  to  apprize  him  of  the  charge 
brought  against  him,  and  a  full  hearing  of  anv 
defence  he  may  urge  by  himself  or  his  eoonael, 
is  confessedly  iniquitous  and  unconstitutional. 
Yet  by  this  detested  rule,  he,  his  neighbors,  the 
whole  community,  may  be  mulcted  with  taxes  to 
an  indefinite  amount,  and  subjected  to  obligatory 
rules  of  action,  tnvolvinjr  consequences  fatal  to 
liberty,  property,  and  lite,  and  their  recognised 
agents,  their  Constitutional  counsel,  their  Rep- 
resentatives, not  suffered  to  allege  a  grievance  or 
offer  a  defence  !  No  Individ  ual  can  be  condemned 
unheard-^no  individual  can  be  refused  a  hearing 
of  his  petition.  But  thousands  petitioning  through 
their  Representatives  may  be  commanded  into 
silence,  and  a  whole  country  sentenced  without 
a  trial.  The  people  are  to  be  allowed  Represen- 
tatives in  the  great  national  council,  who  are  for- 
bidden to  make  known  their  wants — they  are 
indulged  with  agents  who  are  refused  a  hearing ! 

Sir,  such  absurdities  will  not  bear  examination. 
They  cannot  be  tolerated  by  thinking  and  dispas- 
sionate men.  It  is  vain  to  allege,  in  the  language 
of  the  Speaker,  that  as  the  House  is  permitted  by 
the  Constitution  ^to  determine  the  rules  of  its 
proceeding,"  it  has  a  perfect  right  to  forbid  dis- 
cussion, when,  and  as  it  pleases.    It   cannot 


(rightfully  cannot)  so  regulate  its  proceed iajis  as 
to  annihilate  the  Constitutional  franchise,  either 
of  a  member  or  his  constituents.  They  have  a 
right  to  be  heard  before  their  money  is  voted,  or 
their  liberty  restrained,  and  he  is  their  delegated 
agent.  The  whole  Congress  cannot,  by  law,  de- 
prive them  of  their  Constitutional  franchise,  to 
petition  for  redress  of  grievances;  and  this  House 
IS  not  competent  to  close  the  mouth  through 
which  the  petitioners  speak.  Under  the  pretence 
of  determining  the  rules  of  its  procetMlings,  the 
House  has  no  more  authority  to-deny  to  any  por- 
tion of  the  people  the  fair  agency  oftheir  Repre^ 
sentatives,  thaa  a  court  of  justice  under  a  plea  of 
preserving  deoorum,  to  forbid  a  criminal  the  as- 
sistance of  counsel.  The  power  in  either  case  is 
given  for  the  preservation  and  more  effectual 
enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  which  it  is  the  guar- 
dian. •  It  may  regulate,  but  it  cannot  destroy 
them.  It  may  prevent  their  abuse,  but  it  cannot 
forbid  their  exercise.  The  court  is  not  obliged 
to  hear  counsel  as  often  as  they  may  wish  to 
speak,  nor  to  tolerate  impertinence  or  contempt. 
The  House  may  not  allow  debate  on  a  motion  tor 
adjournment,  or  a  question  whether  language  be 
indecorous,  but  if  either  forbid  the  duly  constitu* 
ted  a^ent  from  performing  his  regular  and  proper 
functions,  it  is  then  usurpation,  not  right ;  it  is 
abuse  of  power,  not  regulation.  '  The  privileffcof 
the  Representative  to  declare  the  will,  to  ex^aia 
the  views,  to  make  known  the  grievances,  and  to 
advanee  the  interests  of  his  constituents,  was  so 
precious,  in  the  estimation  of  the  authors  of  our 
Constitution,  that  they  have  secured  to  him  an 
irresponsibility  elsewhere,  for  whatever  may  be 
uttered  by  him  in  this  House ;  *for  any  speech  or 
debate  in  either  House,  they  (the  Senators  and 
Representatives)  shall  not  he  questioned  in  any 
other  place."  The  liberty  of  speech  is  fenced 
round  with  a  bulwark,  which  renders  it  secure 
from  ezterqal  injury-^here  is  its  citadel — its  im- 
pregnable fortress.  Yet  here^  even  here,  it  is  to 
be  strangled  by  the  bowstring  of  the  previous 
question.  In  vain  may  its  enemies  assail  it  from 
without ;  but  within,  the  mutes  of  despotism  can 
murder  it  with  impunity  ! 

The  existence  of  this  arbitrary  rule  is  incom- 
patible with  the  independence  which  belooas  to 
the  character  of  a  Representative.  Called  bv 
the  voice  of  a  great  and  free  people  to  the  high 
(and  I  had  almost  said  sacred)  office  of  making 
laws  for  their  government,  we  should  all  of  us 
feel  that  our  functions  and  the  privileges  essential 
to  their  discharge,  are  delegations  of  sovereignty, 
not  the  revocable  precarious  grants  of  a  courteous 
majority  of  our  own  body ;  legislating  for  freemen 
we  should  ourselves  be  free.  But  what  preten- 
sions can  he  advance  to  freedom,  who  is  indebled 
for  the  exercise  of  his  supposed  riffhts  to  the 
grace  and  favor  of  his  associates  ?  Our  Bofflish 
ancestors  considered  those  tenures  free  which 
wen  independent  of  another's  will.  To  hold  by 
the  will  of  another  was  the  tenure  of  a  "  viilain'^-^ 
a  slave.  And  has  the  Constitutional  right  of  a 
Representative  of  the  people,  in  the  freest  of  all 
free  countries,  become  nothing  more  than  a  spe- 
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eioB  of  priviieged  ▼ittftokee-— of  sphndid  servi- 
tade  ?  iD8t«ad  of  the  iegislater  being  iodependeat 
of  all,  but  Qod  aad  bis  coaatry,  in  the  exercise  of 
bis  functions,  is  he  to  recei?e  as  a  favor  the  per- 
mission of  bis  fellows  to  take  a  pan  in  legisla- 
tion ?  The  degradation  is  not  the  less,  because 
those  on  whom  he  depends  are  equally  degraded 
with  himself.  Each  may  be  regarded  as  a  slave, 
in  an  association  of  slaves,  of  which  the  majority 
are  tyrants.  Can  it  be,  that  to  such  a  body,  and 
so  composed,  the  people  of  the  United  Stales 
designea,  by  their  great  Constitatioaal  eharteff 
to  confide  the  mighty  trtiBt**of  seooriog  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty  to  themselves  and  their  posterity?'' 
Can  it  be  that  they  should  select  as  guardians  of 
their  rights  those  who  should  have  no  right  to 
assert  them  ?  That  never  can  be  called  a  right 
which  owes  its  existence  to  favor. 

This  rule  of  the  previous  question,  instead  of 
being  sanctioned  by  the  Constitutional  authority 
which  the  House  possesses  of  making  rules  to 
govern  its  proceedings,  is  at  varianee  with  the 
▼ery  object,  for  the  attainment  of  which  this 
power  was  delegated.  The  great  purpose  of 
rules  in  every  community  is  to  protect  the  weak 
against  the  tyranny  of  the  strong.  The  end  of 
regulations  in  a  society  where  a  majority  gov- 
erns, is  to  limit  the  power  of  the  majority,  and 
to  secure  the  few  from  the  oppressions  of  the 
many.  The  celebrated  Arthur  Onslow  fwho 
held  the  office  of  Speaker  of  the  English  House 
of  Commons  for  more  than  three  and  thirty  years, 
and  discharmd  its  duties  with  an  ability  and  im- 
partiality which  have  never  been  surpassed)  used 
to  remark,  that  ^  noihiag  tended  more  to  throw 

*  power  into  the  hands  of  Admiaistration,  and 

*  of  a  majority  of  the  House  of  Commons,  thui  a 

*  neglect  of.  or  departure  from,  its  rules ;  that  the 
'  fiMrms  of  proceed mg,  as  instituted  by  their  ances* 
'  tors,  operated  as  a  check  and  control  on  the  ae- 
^  tioDS  of  miaiftters,  and  were  a  sheiter  and  pro- 
'  tection  to  a  minority  against  the  atteaapts  of 
'  those  in  pow«r."  And  the  accurate  and  judieiotts 
Hatsell,  who  has  racorded  this  memorable  obser- 
vftlion,  very  properly  remarks  that  it  is  founded 
in  ^ood  sense,  for  that  ^  it  is  always  in  the  power 

*  oi  the  majority,  by  their  numbers,  to  stop  any 

*  improper  measures  proposed  on  the  part  «  their 

*  opponents;"  but  *41ie  only  weapons  by  whkh 
'  the  minority  can  defead  themselves  against  sim^- 
^  ilar  attempts  from  those  in  power  are  the  roles 
'  of  proceedrag,  by  a  strict  adherence  to  which 
'  the  weaker  party  can  only  be  protected  from 
<  those  irregularities  and  abuses  which  these 
\  fornu  were  intended  to  check,  and  which  the 

to 


ordinary 
and  correct  course  of  legislation  is,  to  afford  a 
fair  opportunity  for  a  free  interchange  of  opin- 
ions. '^DieuadiberatkUimqitodeemeleittiatU' 
endtim"  is  the  old  maxim,  which,  in  HakewelPs 
quaint  but  expressive  language,  is  thus  para- 
phrased :  ^  That  which  is  to  bear  the  stamp  of  a 
I  law  must  be  a  long  time  moulding;  there  must 
be  previous  debat^  bandings  of  arguments,  and 


<  dashings  of  opinions,  pro  and  con,  go  before ; 
'  for  as  we  find  that  fire  issueth  forth  from  the 
^  concussion  of  flint  and  iron,  so  truth  comes 

*  forth  out  of  the  event  illations  and  clashiogs  of 
'  several  opinions."  It  cannot  be  denied,  too, 
that  it  is  in  the  regular  order  of  all  deliberations 
to  weigh  and  dispoee  of  amendments  before  a 
final  decision  on  the  main  subject  Yet  the  ex- 
press end  and  aim  of  our  previous  question  rule 
IS,  to  prevent  an  interchange  of  oiHoioas  and  to 
forbid  amendments.  Its  purpose  is  to  reverse 
everything  like  correct  Ic^gislation,  and  to  enable 
a  "  successful  majority"  in  the  **  wantonness  of 
power,"  unchecked  ^  by  forms  of  proceeding," 
unopposed  by  'Ube  legitimate  weapons  of  de- 
lenoe,"  to  deprive  the  minority  of  every  right, 
and  to  make  its  capricious  will  stand  for  reason, 
its  passion  for  law.  Surely  strange  notions  have 
beoA  broached  at  this  inventive  spot.  It  is  right 
to  enbject  the  majority  to  the  restraint  of  parlia- 
mentary rules,  except  whon  it  chooses  to  be  free 
from  them  1  The  majority  shall  not  be  permit- 
ted to  oppress  the  minority,  unless  it  have  the 
inclination  I  Thus,  also,  a  national  bank  is  un* 
constitutional  in  good  times,  and  oaths  are  rois- 
tered in  Heaven,  but  if  the  Qovernaient  needs  « 
bank,  and  the  times  prompt  to  a  usurpation  of 
power,  then  the  Constitution  accommodates  it- 
self to  the  exigency,  and  oaths  are  no  longer 
troublesome*  Constitutions  and  rules  of  pro* 
ceeding  are  binding  so  Jong  as  there  is  no  temp* 
tattoo  to  transgress  them. 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  there  is  no  precedent  to  be 
found  in  the  annals  of  any  free  deliberative  body 
for  such  a  rule  as  our  "  previous  question,"  and 
although  I  feel  almost  as  great  a  repugnance  to 
pledges  as  has  been  expressed  by  my  eloquent 
friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolpb,)  yet  I 
pledge  myself  to  maintain  this  position.  In  the 
English  House  of  Commons  the  previous  ques- 
tion has  been  known  as  a  form  of  proceeding  for 
more  than  two  centuries,  but  it  differs  radicallj 
and  essentially  from  our  detested  rule,  wliioh 
bears  the  same  name.  In  England  it  can  nerer 
be  used  so  as  to  deprive  any  member  of  his  right 
to  discuss  or  to  amend  the  question  under  debate. 
Ours  ia  used  avowedly  for  these  purposes. 

The  origin  of  the  previous  question  in  the 
English  House  of  Commons  is  hidden  in  obscu- 
rity. In  Ghrey's  Parliamentary  Debates  it  is  re- 
marked by  Sir  Thomas  Littleton,  that  Sir  Henry 
Vane  was  the  first  that  ever  proposed  putting  a 
question  **  whether  the  question  shoula  be  now 
put;"  in  coAaequence  of  which,  the  Speaker.  Mr. 
Seymour  (afterwards  Sir  Edward  Seymour)  ob- 
serves: ^  No  man  can  find  any  precedent  <m  Sir 

*  Henry  Vane's  question.  By  that  question  we 
'  can  never  come  to  an  end  in  any  business.  The 
^  question  in  being  may  be  the  next  day  put,  and 
*so  you  usher  in  an  impossibility  or  bringing 

*  things  to  a  period ;"  and  Sir  Robert  Howard 
adds,  in  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  *^  This  question 
is  like  the  iaoage  of  the  inventor,  a  perpetual  dis- 
turbance." The  debate  which  gave  rise  to  these 
remarks  (March,  1672^  turned  upon  the  question 
whether  a  bill  of  supply  should  be  engrossed  be« 
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fore  eertain  grievances  were  redreaeed.  Tliere  is 
m  deliate  (JaDuary,  1674)  recorded  ia  the  saoie 
vokMne,  wlierein  the  preTioos  question  was  ined, 
and  wifrich  reapecled  the  ioquiry  whether  the 
House  should  proceed  to  the  consideratioD  of  the 
Kiag'ft  speech,  before  it  should  ascertain  by  an 
address  to  the  Crown  whether,  by  the  peace  meo- 
tioned  in  the  speech,  is  iDteadea  a  separate  or  a 
joint  peace.  Fros  these  it  would  seem  that  an 
early,  perhaps  the  first,  use  of  the  previous  ques* 
tion  was  to  postpone  one  subject  in  order  to  take 
4ij>  another.  But  whatever  might  have  been  its 
origiaal  use,  it  was  early  discovered  to  be  suscep- 
tible of  a  service  very  coovenient  to  ministers 
aad  their  adherenis,  and  to  whieh  iliey  have  since 
frequently  applied  ifr—ihat  of  getting  rid  of  an 
unpleaaaot  motion  which  it  was  not  convenient 
to  reject.  TJhe  first  instance  I  have  seen  of  this 
application  of  the  previous  question,  was  in  the 
case  of  this  very  Mr*  Speaker  Beymoor,  in  Oelo- 


<  shall  be  now  pot,  which  usually  is  admitted  at 
'  the  instance  of  any  member,  es|>ecially  if  it  be 
'  seconded  and  insisted  on  ;  and  if  that  question 
^  being  put  pass  in  the  affirmative,  then  the  main 

*  question  is  to  be  put  immediately,  and  no  maa 
'  may  speak  any  further  to  it,  either  to  add  or 

*  alter.  But  before  the  question  whether  the 
^  question  shall  be  put,  any  ^rsoo  who  hath  not 

*  formerly  spoken  to  the  main  question,  bath  lib* 
'  erty  to  speak  for  it  or  against  it,  because  dee 

*  be  shall  be  precluded  from  speakiiw  at  all  to  it.*' 
The  previous  question  was  simply  a  demand 
that  when  the  main  question  should  be  ripe  for 
decision,  the  House  should  first  pronounce  wheth- 
er it  was  then  expedient  to  decide  it.  It  was  no 
matter  at  what  period  of  the  debate  on  the  main 
question  this  demand  was  made,  the  ^vious 
question  could  only  be  pat  when  the  main  ques- 
tion was  about  to  be  put,  and  the  main  question 
could  not  be  demanded  while  any  person  who 


ber,  167^  who,  probably  afterwards,  entertained  f  bad  not  spoken  wished  to  speak  upon  iL    *'  It  is 

*  a  great  mistake,"  says  Sir  Thomas  Lee,  "  that 

*  the  previous  question,  if  asked,  must  necessari^ 
'  be  put,  for  you  may  do  it  all  at  one  time,  aad 
'  not  at  another."  In  fact,  wkea  the  previous 
question  was  demanded,  there  were  twoquesiiooa 
before  the  House-*the  one  whether  the  main 
question  should  be  decided,  the  other  what  should 
be  the  decision  on  it.  If  the  first  were  determined 
negatively,  it  of  course  preeluded  the  neeessity 
of  determining  the  other ;  but  if  the  first  were 
answered  affirmatively,  the  other  was  to  follow 
immediately.  Before,  however,  either  branch  of 
this  double  question  was  put,  every  member  had 
a  perfect  right  to  be  heard.  In  later  times  the 
previous  question  has  been  frequently  resorted  to, 
but  never  to  destroy  this  right  of  speaking  to  the 
4nain  question.  For  instance,  let  us  take  the  de- 
bate on  the  motion  of  Sir  James  Lowther,  (No- 
vember 3, 1775,)  "that  the  introducing  of  Hano- 

*  ^erian  troops  into  any  part  of  the  dominions  be- 
'  longing  to  the  Crown  of  Qteat  Britain,  without 

*  the  consent  of  the  Parliament  first  had  and  ob* 
^  tained,  is  contrary  to  law.''    The  affirmative  of 
this  proposition  was  maintained  by  Qov.  Johnson^ 
Mr.  Sergeant  Adair,  and  others,  and  the  negative 
by  Lord  Barriaglon  and  Mr.  Stanly ;  when  Mr. 
Gordon  declared  his  opinion  to  be  that  the  meas- 
ure was  illegal,  but  well  meant  and  highly  i^pfB- 
dieat,  moved  the  previous  question.    Then  it 
was  that  the  Solicitor  General,Mr.  Wedderbi|Kiie| 
entered  fully  upon  the  sobjeet.    In  opposition  to 
the  main  question,  he  contended  for  the  l^fality 
of  the  practice,  and  stated  numerous  precedents 
by  which  it  was  sanctioned ;  and  in  support  of 
the  previous  question  he  entered  into  a  variety 
of  circumstanoes  and  arguments  to  show  the  pro- 
priety of  the  measure.    He  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Burke,  Lord  North,  and  others,  expressing  thetr 
sentiments  fully,  as  well  in  relation  to  the  origi- 
nal motion,  as  to  the  previous  question  demanded 
on  it.    The  advantage  which  the  ministry  gained, 
in  this  instance  by  the  previous  question,  was  not 
to  silence  the  minority  and  prevent  a  discussion 
of  the  main  question,  but  to  rally  round  iheir 
standard  those  who  would  desert  them  if  com- 


a  more  favorable  opiaion  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion than  what  be  had  expressed  about  eighteen 
■moiuhs  before.  Sir  Thomas  Littleton  submits 
a  motion  to  remove  the  Speaker  and  appoint  a 
Speaker  pro  tempore^  on  the  ground  that  the 
Speaker  holds  an  office  incompatible  with  the 
faithful  discbarge  of  his  duties  to  the  House*— 
the  office  of  prtvy  eoaasellor  to  the  King.  This 
motion  is  supported  by  others  on  a  diffisrent.  and, 
what  was  then  perhaps  deemed  a  delicate  ground, 
that  the  Speaker  ^^eipoaed  the  honor  of  the 
House  in  resorting  to  ^miog  houses  with  for^ 
eigners  as  well  as  Bqglishmen,aBd  to  ill  places." 
The  last  is  treated  by  tike  Speaker-s  friends 
(fashionable  men  and  courtiers)  as  a  trivial  ob- 
jection, and  the  first  is  resisted  by  precedents. 
IJpon  the  whole,  however,  it  is  found  expedient 
to  get  rid  of  the  motion  by  the  previfHis  question, 
and  therefore  **on  thequestioni^eiag  propounded 
that  Mr*  Speaker  do  leave  the  Chair,  a  Speaker 
pro  tempore  be  appointed,  tlur  question  being  put 

*  that  the  question  be  now  put,'  it  passed  in  the 
negative."  It  will  be  observed  that  in  the  in- 
stances cited  of  the  use  of  the  pvevious  question, 
and  in  all  others  which  may  be  resorted  to,  it 
never  prevented  full  debate  of  the  main  question. 
The  ancient  practice  was,  9m  we  learn  from  Hake- 
weli,  "  if  the  matter  moved  to  receive  a  debate, 
'■  pro  and  coniraf  in  that  debate,  none  may  speak 

<  more  than  once  to  the  matter.    And  after  some 

*  time  spent  in  thedebate,the  Speajter^  eollectiog 

<  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  the  debate,  is  to  te- 

*  dttce  the  saqae  into  a  question,  which  he  is  to 
'  propound ;  to  the  end,  that  the  House  in  the  de- 

*  bate  afterwards  OMty  be  kept  up  to  the  matter  of 

*  that  question,  if  the  same  be  approved  by  the 
'  House  to  contain  the  substance  of  the  former 

*  debate."  It  was  the  right  of  every  member  to 
speak  once,  if  he  wished  it,  to  the  matter  moved, 
and  of  this  right  he  could  not  be  deprived  by  any 
use  of  the  previous  question.  Hake  well  proceeds 
testate:  **  If  upon  a  debate  it  be  much  con  tro- 
'  verted,  and  much  be. said  against  the  question, 

*  any  member  may  move  that  the  question  may  be 
^  first  made  whether  that  question  shall  be  put  or 
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peHed  to  vote  directly  on  the  main  question. 
They  sought  by  this  measure  to  strengthen  their 
main  body  of  well-trained  troops,  by  tbe  acces- 
sion of  tbe  irt'eguiar  militia  who  could  not  be 
relied  on  in  a  desperate  charge.  Taire,  for  another 
Instance^  Mr.  Burke's  motion  for  leare  to  bring 
in  his  famous  bill  ''for  composing  the  present 
troubles  and  for  quieting  the  minds  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  in  America."  After  the  previous 
question  is  moved,  tbe  whole  subject  opened  by 
tne  motion  is  debated  by  the  great  champions  on 
either  side  who  entered  on  the  controversy. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  some  confusion  has  been 
thrown  on  the  subject  of  the  previous  question 
(a  confusion,  from  which  even  the  luminous 
mind  of  the  compiler  of  our  Manual,  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, was  not  thoroughly  free)  by  supposing  it 
designed  to  suppress  unpleasant  discussions,  in- 
stead of  unpleasant  decisions.  The  fact  is,  that 
formerly  the  discussions  in  the  English  House  of 
Commons  were  not  designed  at  all  for  the  pub- 
lic ear,  but  solely  for  the  members  of  the  House. 
There  are  various  orders,  collected  by  Hatsell, 
forbidding  the  Clerk  and  his  assistants  from  taking 
notes,  or  permitting  copies  to  go  forth,  of  any 
arguments  or  speeches  made  in  the  House.  And 
we  know  that  when  Dr.  Johnson  first  published 
those  specimens  of  British  Parliamentary  elo- 
quence, which  spread  its  fame  through  the  world, 
he  was  compelled  to  throw  over  his  design  the 
veil  of  fiction.  They  were  announced  as  the 
debates  of  "  the  Senate  of  Liltipot,"  and  the 
speakers  were  designated  by  the  most  barbarous 
appellations.  To  this  day  a  publication  of 
speeches  made  in  either  House  of  Parliament  is, 
in  strictness,  regarded  as  a  contempt,  and  may 
be  punished  as  such.  In  a  body,  whose  discus- 
sions were  not  designed  for  the  public,  and  whose 
proceedings  were  known  only  by  their  final  votes 
and  orders,  composed  of  men  who  had  ever  some 
grievances  to  allege,  who  claimed  the  privilege 
of  free  speaking,  so  essential  for  the  exercise  of 
that  rij^ht,  and  whose  plain  habits  of  discourse 
were  free  from  the  fastidious  delicacy  of  latter 
days;  all  subjects,  from  which  the  fear  of  royal 
indiffoation  did  not  restrain  them,  were  freely 
bandied  to  and  fro,  until  the  House  was  ready  to 
act  or  to  declare  its  determination  not  to  act 
upon  them.  The  previous  question  could  not  be 
used  to  prevent  the  discussion  of  an  unpleasant 
subject.  For,  whether  the  previous  question  was 
oalled  or  not,  every  member  had  a  right  to  be 
heard  once  on  the  main  question. 

The  previous  question  in  the  English  House 
of  Commons  deprived  no  member  of  the  right  to 
amend  the  main  question.  It  has  indeed  been 
made  a  doubt  whether  an  amendment  could  be 
received,  if  offered  af^er  the  previous  question  had 
been  moved  and  seconded,  and  proposed  from 
the  Chair.  Among  the  arguments  by  which 
this  doubt  was  repelled,  it  has  been  observed 
that  to  refuse  the  amendment  because  not  before 
offered,  would  be  to  put  it  **  in  the  power  of  any 
'  two  members  by  moving  and  seconding  the  pre- 
'  vious  question,  immediately  aAer  the  main  ques- 
-"  tion  is  proponed,  to  deprive  the  House  of  that 


*  power  which  they  ought  to  have  in  aH  in- 

*  stances  of  amending  and  altering  any  question 
'  proposed  to  them."  On  the  other  hand,  those 
who  entertained  this  doubt  answered,  **  no  inoon- 
(  venience  can  arise  from  the  doctrine;  for,  if 
»  before  the  previous  question  is  proposed  from 
J  the  Chair,  though  it  should  have  been  moved 

and  seconded,  any  member  should  inform  the 
'  House  that  he  wished  to  make  amendments  to 
'  the  main  question,  he  will  then  certainly  be  at 
'  liberty  to  do  it,  and  the  Speaker,  supported  by 

*  the  House,  will  give  that  priority  to  the  motion 
'  for  amending,  to  the  motion  for  the  previous 

*  question,  which  common  sense  requires."  How- 
ever this  doubt  may  be  decided,  all  concur  in  de- 
claring that  in  the  English  House  of  Commons 
the  previous  question  cannot  preclude  the  exer- 
cise of  the  undoubted  right  **  in  all  instances  of 
amending  and  altering  any  question  proposed  to 
them,"  nor  can  it  supersede  that  "priority  for 
amendments"  which  "  common  sense  requires." 
No,  sir,  it  was  reserved  for  us  in  this  age  of  illu- 
mination, and  in  this  freest  of  all  free  Govern- 
meats,  to  adopt  a  rule  which  sets  common  sense 
at  defiance,  and  prohibits  the  exercise  of  undoubt- 
ed Parliamentary  right.  It  was  reserved  for  us 
to  declare  that  the  previous  question  shall  hare 
priority  of  a  motion  to  amend. 

If  we  can  find  no  sanction  for  our  rule  in 
the  previous  question  of  the  British  Parliament, 
let  us  examine  how  fkr  it  is  founded  on  Ameri- 
can precedents.  Here  we  shall  discover  an  early 
departure  from  the  European  management  of  the 
previous  question ;  but  a  departure  strictly  consis- 
tent with  the  ieffitimate  purpose  of  such  a  ques- 
tion, and  which  tar  from  shackling  legislative  free- 
dom, simplified  the  rule,  while  it  afforded  full  lati- 
tude for  discussion  and  amendment.  If  we  will 
examine  the  journals  of  tbe  Continental  Con- 
gress, we  shall  perceive  their  practice  to  have 
tMen  to  regard  the  previous  question,  as  a  motion 
to  set  aside  the  main  question,  wnich  was  of 
course  a  distinct  proposition,  and  open  like  all 
others  for  free  debate.  To  this  proposition  the 
debate  was  confined.  If  the  main  question  was 
set  aside,  the  debate  proceeded  no  further.  If  the 
motion  to  set  aside  the  main  question  did  not 
prevail,  it  was  then  before  the  House  unaffected 
by  this  motion,  and  necessarily  in  a  situation  to 
receive  such  a  disposition  as  the  House  thought 
proper  to  give  it.  Postponement,  amendment, 
debate,  were  then  as  completely  in  order,  as  be- 
fore the  unsuccessful  motion  bad  been  made. 
This  was  tnriy  an  improvement  of  the  old  rule ; 
an  American  graft  upon  the  British  stock.  Sim- 
plicity of  debate  was  promoted  by  confining  the 
controversy,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  propriety 
of  taking  the  main  question*— not  only  unpleasant 
decisions,  but  unpleasant  and  unnecessary  discus- 
sions might  be  thus  prevented.  If  on  the  prelim- 
inary inquiry,  the  subject  was  pronounced  a  proper 
one  for  the  decision  of  Congress,  there  was  then 
scope  for  the  exercise  of  their  unshackled  wisdom 
in  regard  to  it.  Two  instances  will  be  suflSeient 
to  show  this  American  usage  of  the  previous 
question,  in  the  Continental  Congress*    ^^A  mo« 
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tion  was  made  to  resoWe  that  the  members  of 
this  House  keep  secret  from  all  but  the  members 
of  this  House,  under  like  obligations  of  secrecy, 
such  Information  as  may  be  derived  from  an  in- 
spection of  the  papers  of  the  committee  of  secret 
correspondence,  or  from  hearing  the  same  read." 
After  debate,  tne  previous  question  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Duer— ten  Stales  voted  in  the  affirmative 
'*and  so  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  and 
the  vaaAn  question  was  set  aside.'-  Again,  on 
Friday,  July  25th,  1788,  <*  the  following  proposi- 

*  tion  being  under  debate,  viz :  that  the  Secretary 
^  at  War  direct  the  detachment  of  troops  marching 
'  to  the  westward,  to  rendezvous  at  Easton  in 
'  Pennsylvania,  and  from  thence  into  the  county 

*  of  Luzerne,  for  quelling  the  disturbances  in  that 

*  county,  provided  the  Bieeutive  Council  of  Penn- 

*  syivaoia,  shall  find  the  assistaoceof  those  troops 

*  necessarjr,  and  provided  that  the  said  troops  shall 
'  not  be  delayed  in  their  march  lo  the  Ohio,  more 
'  than  two  weeks  i  the  previous  question  was  moved 
'  by  the  Stale  of  Virginia,  and  seconded  by  the 
'  State  of  Massachusetts,  viz :  'that  the  main  ques- 
<  tion  be  not  now  put,'  and  on  the  question  to 
'  agree  to  the  previous  question,  the  question  was 
^  iost-~on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  main  ques- 
'  tion,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative." 

In  the  year  following,  Congress  convened  under 
the  present  Constitution.  In  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives one  of  the  first  acts  was  to  et^taUish 
rules  of  proceeding ;  and  the  committee  on  whom 
this  duty  was  imposed,  consisted  of  gentlemen, 
many  ot  whom  had  served  their  country  in  the 
Continental  Congress,  and  among  whom,  with 
high  claims  to  distinction,  was  the  present  Chief 
Magistimte  of  the  United  Sutes.  It  is  manifest 
that  this  committee  and  the  House  regarded  the 
previous  question  precisely  as  it  had  been  viewed 
m  the  Old  Congress,  as  a  preliminary  inf|uir]r  into 
the  propriety  of  the  main  question,  which,  if  de- 
cided favorably  to  a  hearing  of  that  main  ques- 
tion, left  it  perfectly  free  to  the  sound  discretion 
of  the  House.  They,  indeed,  altered  the  form  of 
putting  the  previous  question,  from  the  negative 
to  the  affirmative  style  of  interrcmtion.  **  The 
previous  question  shall  be  in  this  form,  Shall  the 
main  question  be  now  nut?"  They  also  required 
that  five  members  should  concur  in  asking  for  it. 
"  It  shall  only  be  admitted  when  demanded  by 
five  members."  Thejr  limited  the  debate  on  this 
preliminary  inquiry :  '^  On  a  previous  question,  no 
member  shall  speak  more  than  once  without 
leave,"  whereas,  on  other  questions,  he  had  a 
right  to  speak'twice;  but,  in  the  full  spirit  of  the 
established  American  practice,  thejr  confined  the 
debate  to  the  previous  question  utftil  that  was  de- 
cided^ and  oniy[  until  then — "  Until  the  previous 
question  is  decided,  it  shall  preclude  all  amend- 
ment and  further  debate  of  the  main  question"— 
unequivocally  evincing  that  '*  amendment  and 
further  debate  of  the  main  question,"  might  take 
place  after  decision  of  the  previous  question.  And 
this,  sir,  was  the  clear,  settled,  undeviattng  expo- 
sition of  this  rule,  for  upwards  of  twenty  years 
after  its  adoption  by  this  House.  I  will  prove  this 
position  by  irrefragable  testimony.    In  the  sec- 


ond session  of  the  Third  Congress  a  resolution 
was  moved,  '*  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  an  ascertainment  to 
be  made  of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  officers  of 
Government,  and  other  citizens,  on  their  proper- 
ty, (in  consequence  of  their  exertions  in  support 
of  the  laws,)  by  the  insurgents  in  the  western 
counties  of  Pennsylvania."  Upon  this  resolution 
"the  previous  question  was  called  for  by  five 

*  memoers,  to  wit.  Shall  the  main  question  to 
^  agree'  to  the  said  resolution  be  now  put?  It  was 

*  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  52.  nays  31. 

*  The  said  resolution  was  then  amended  at  the 

*  Clerk's  table;  and  the  main  question  being  put 
'  that  the  House  do  wee  to  the  said  resolution, 
<  amended  to  read  as  followeth :  '  Resolved^  That 
'  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
'  to  cause  an  ascertainment  to  be  made  of  the 

*  losses  sustained  by  the  officers  of  Government, 

*  and  other  citizens,  by  the  actual  destruction  of 
^  their  property  (in  consequence  of  their  exertions 
'  in  support  of  the  laws)  by  the  insurgents  in  the 
^  western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  together  with 
^  a  representation  of  the  particular  condition  of 
'  the  respective  sufferers  in  relation  to  their  abil- 
^  ity  to  prosecute  their  several  claims,  and  recover 

*  at  law  satisfaction  from  the  insurgent  aggres- 
'  sors.'  It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative."  Here 
was  amendment  after  a  decision  that  the  main 
question  should  now  be  put.  We  had  no  Sir 
Henry  Vane  then  to  explain  to  us  this  emphatic 
now.  In  the  second  session  of  the  Fifth  Congress, 
(Thursday,  5th  April|  1798.)  a  motion  was  made, 
*'  that  the  instructions  and  desnstehes  from  the 
^  Envoys  Extraordinary  to  the  B'rench  Republic, 

*  communicated  on  the  3d  instant  by  the  Presi- 
'  dent  of  the  United  States,  bepublished."  The 
motion  was  referred  to  the  Cfommittee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  who  re- 
ported a  disagreement  to  the  proposition.  The 
report  being  under  consideration,  a  motion  was 
made  and  seconded,  that  the  House  concur  with 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Whereupon  the  pre- 
vious question  was  called  for  by  five  members,  to 
wit:  "  Shall  the  main  question,  to  a^ ree  to  the 
^  said  motion,  be  now  put?  It  was  decided  in  the 

*  affirmative.  And  then,  debate  arising  on  the  said 
'  main  question,  an  adjournment  was  called  for; 

*  whereupon  the  several  orders  of  the  day  were 
^  ^poetpaned^  and  the  House  adjourned."  On  the 
succeeding  day.  *^  the  House  resumed  the  consid- 
'  eration  of  the  said  main  question ;  whereupon 
'  ordered,  that  the  further  consideration  be  post- 
'  poned  until  this  day  week."  Here  the  main 
question  was  not  only  debated,  but  postponed, 
after  a  decision  that  it  should  now  be  put.  This, 
sir,  was  in  1708,  in  the  days  which  have  been 
falsely  called  <*  the  days  of  terror ;"  but  which  I 
feel  a  pride  in  showing  were  the  days  of  correct 
principles.  We  had  not  then  discovered  how  to 
construe  away  the  rights  of  the  people  or  their 
representatives,  by  a  verbal  criticism  on  the  ad- 
verb "  now."  This  illustrious  discovery  was  re- 
served for  the  genius  of  modern  republicanism. 

The  first  attempt  that  wAs  ever  made  to  destroy 
the  freedom  of  debate  by  a  perversion  of  the  pre- 
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Tious  question,  was  resisted  as  it  shotild  be — I 
speak  it  to  the  honor  of  this  House — was  resisted 
by  a  solemn  and  almost  unanimoos  protest.  It 
was  on  the  15th  December,  1807,  when  the  Speak- 
er's chair  was  occupied  by  a  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, who  perhaps  on  that  account  claimed 
to  be  regarded  as  the  lineal  successor  of  Sir  Henry 
Vane,  and  therefore  the  best  expositor  of  his  in- 
rention.  On  a  motion  for  referring  the  memorial 
of  snndij  merchants  of  Philadelphia  to  a  Com- 
mitted of  the  ^hole  House,  the  previons  question 
was  called  for  and  on  bein|^  taken  in  the  form 
prescribed,  **  Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
puti''  it  was  rem^Ted  in  the  affirmati^.  The 
main  question  on  the  reference  of  the  memorial 
tiien  occurring,  ^  Mr.  Ely,  one  of  the  members 
'from  Massachusetts,  addressed  the  Chair,  and 
"*  was  proceeding  In  some  remarks  touching  the 
'merits  of  the  said  main  question,  when  Mr. 

*  Speaker  called  the  member  from  Massachusetts 
'  to  order,  and  decided,  as  the  opinion  of  the  Chair, 
'  that  after  the  previous  question  is  called  for  and 
'  answered  in  the  affirmatiTC,  it  precludes  all  de- 

*  bate  on  the  main  question  \  whereupon  an  ap- 
'  peal  to  the  House,  from  the  d^ision  of  the 
'  Chair,  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolph,  seconded  by 
'  Mr.  Bibb  f  and  the  said  decision  being  asain 
stated,  "that  after  the  previous  question  is  called 

*  for,  and  determined  in  the  amrmatiTe,  it  pre- 
'  dudes  all  debate  on  the  main  question,"  the 
question  was  taken  thereon,  to  wit :  ^  Is  the  said 
decision  of  the  Chair  correct?"  and  passed  in  the 
negative  by  yeas  and  nays^yeas  14^  nays  103. 
The  principle  of  freedom  asserted  in  this  deci- 
sf6n,  was  reasserted  with  equal  solemnity  and 
nnion  of  opinion  in  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
On  the  1st  December,  1808,  a  resolution  was  pend- 
ing in  the  following  words.  ^^ Resolved^  That  the 
'  United  States  cannot,  without  a  sacrifice  of  their 

*  rights,  honor,  and  independence,  submit  to  the 
<  late  edicts  of  Great  Britain." 

"On  motion  of  Mr.  Gardenfer  the  previous 
'  question  tfiereon  was  demanded  by  five  mem- 

*  bers.  to  wit :  Shall  the  main  question  be  How 
^  put?  and  the  said  previous  question  being  taken, 

*  It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  A  question 
'  of  order  being  then  called  for,  to  wH :  Is  the  rarain 

^Question  open  to  further  debate  ?   Mr.  Speaker 

*  declared  that,  confortnabty  to  the  determination 

*  of  the  liouse  on  the  fifteenth  of  December  fast, 

*  it  did  hot  preclude  debate  on  the  main  question. 

*  From  which  decision  of  the  Chair  an  appeal 
'  was  made  to  the  House  by  Mr.  David  R.  Wil* 

*  liams,  and,  the  same  being  seconded,  the  ques- 

*  tion  was  stated  by  Mr.  Speaker,  to  wit:  Is  the 

*  decision  of  the  Chair  correct?  and,  debate  aris- 
'  ing  thereon,  the  House  adjourned."  On  the  next 
day  the  House  resomed  the  consideration  of  the 
question  of  appeal,  and  th«  decision  of  the  Chair 
being  a^in  read,  the  qnestion  was  put  **l8  the 
said  decision  of  the  Chair  correct?  tt  Was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  101, 
nays  18."  It  was  impossible  that  any  rule  should 
be  more  completely  settled,  both  by  uninterrupted 
usage  and  solemn  deliberate  adjudications,  than 
was  the  rule  of  the  previous  question  in  this 


House.  It  was  a  rule  perfectly  consistent  with 
good  sense,  with  the  requisite  indepeodeuce  of 
the  members  of  the  House,  and  with  the  riglit  of 
the  free  people  whom  they  represented.  It  pre- 
served decorum;  it  had  a  tendenoy  to  prevent 
unnecessary  discussions;  it  superseded  improper 
questiona,  while  it  left  prfectly  untouched  the 
fundamental  prtncmles  of  parliamentary  and  po^ 
Htical  freedom.  Tons,  sir,  it  continued  tke  aaore 
firm,  for  the  impotent  attempts  which  had  been 
made  to  pervert  it — and  the  better  vndentood, 
from  the  blunders  which  its  examination  had  ex- 
posed. Such  was  the  state  of  things  when,  on 
the  memorable  night  of  the  27ih  Febraary,  1811, 
the  monster,  which  we  now  caH  the  previous 
question,  was  vshered  into  existence,  ana  ntierly 
supplanted  the  harmless,  useful  beti^f,  whose  name 
ft  usurped* 

Sir,  of  the  proceediiigs  of  that  night  I  have  no 
personal  knowledge.  The  Joomals,  howeifer,  re- 
cord them  with  a  fidelity  which,  however  to  be 
lamented  on  other  accounts,  is  essential  to  the  in- 
terests of  truth.  The  House,  after  a  btisy  dajr,  and 
a  short  recess  for  dinner,  met  at  six  o'clock  m  the 
evening;  they  then  resumed  the  eonsideratitm  of 
certain  amendments,  reported  by  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  a  supplemental  bill  prohibiting  eom- 
mereial  intercourse  with  Gkeat  Britain,  and  the 
question  recurred  to  concur  with  the  last  amend- 
menu  reported  by  the  Committee.  **Debatearning, 
the  previous  question  wascdted  for  by  Mr.  Ghol* 
son,  and,  beine  demanded  by  five  members,  was 
taken  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  rules  and 
orders  of  the  House,  to  wit:  'Shall  tke  mam 
question  be  now  put  V  and  resolved  in  the  affirm- 
ative. After  which  Mr.  Garden  ier,  one  of  the 
members  from  the  State  of  New  York,  was  pro- 
ceeding to  state  the  main  question,  wfcen  a  mem- 
ber from  Virgtniii  (Mr.  Gholsoii)  objeeied  to 
the  right  of  the  member  from  New  Yoric  to  de- 
bate the  main  question,  after  the  previous  ques- 
tion had  been  demanded  by  five  members,  mken 
and  decided  in  the  afllrmative ;  on  wbich  Mr. 
Sneaker  decided  that,  accofdiag  to  the  nvactiee 
of  the  House,  it  was  in  order  to  debate  the  main 
question  after  the  previous  question  had  tieen 
taken.  Prom  Which  decision  of  the  Chair  an 
appeal  was  made  to  the  House  by  Mn'Oholsen, 
seconded  by  two  members ;  and  debate  ariaiog 
on  the  appeal,  a  question  c»f  order  was  moved  by 
Mr.  P.  B.  Porter,  whether  the  said  appeal  conAd 
be  debated  ?  on  which  Mr.  Speaker  decided  that, 
conformable  to  the  practice  of  the  House,  it  was 
in  order  to  debate  the  said  appeal.  Prom  which 
decision  of  the  Chair  an  appeal  was  made  to  the 
House  by  Mr.  P.  B.  Porter,  and  seoonded  bjr  two 
members.  And  on  the  question,  4s  the  said  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  correct  V  it' was  determined 
in  the  negative-^yeas  13,  nays  66.  The  ques- 
tion recurred  on  the  appeal  first  stated;  and  on 
the  iqui^stioR,  *  Is  the  said  decision  of  the  Chair 
correct?'  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
The  main  question  was  then  taken,  to  concur 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  last 
amendment,  and  resolved  in  the  afiirmative." 
The  Journal  then  proceeds  to  state,  that  two 
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Mceestife  amfliidineiita  were  moved  by  Mr.  Ghir- 
denier,  oa  whkhi  on  motioa  of  Mr.  Ringgold,  the 
previous  qne stion  wa«  immediately  eailM,  debate 
prohibited,  and  the  amendmeDts  rejeeted.  A  mo- 
tion was  then  made  by  Mr.  RiDf^T^ld  ^^a'  tl^c 
faiil  be  engroieed  and  read  a  third  time ;  on  which 
motiofi  the  prerious  qoeetioa  was  celkd  by  Mr. 
P.  B.  Porter,  and  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  and 
the  bill  forced  to  a  third  reading  iastaiuiy.  On 
the  third  reading,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ringgold,  the 
previous  question  was  again  demanded,  and,  be- 
lag  deeided  in  the  affirmative,  the  bill  was  passed. 
Here  we  have  the  great  precedent  which  has  fnr* 
nished  tiie  rale  for  the  subsequent  use  of  the  pre- 
vious quetctoa;  a  pfeoedeat  which  nothing  could 
induce  me  to  examine  and  lay  bare  to  the  public ' 
inapectioiiv  short  of  an  overruling  sense  of  duty ; 
a  precedent  stamped  with  every  mark  of  error, 
oppreasioa,  and  abuse  of  power.  It  is  perfectly 
apparem  that  this  night  session  was  holden  for 
the  purpose  of  carryiog  this  sspplemmtal  aon- 
iatercourae  bill  through  all  its  etaces.  This  was 
the  holy  efid  thai  was  to  sanctify  the  requisite 
meeos.  *' Debate  arising,"  on  agreeing  to  an 
ameadflxent  reported  by  the  Committee,  *^  the  pre- 
vious question  was  called  for  by  Mr.  QhoUon." 
Now,  air,  it  is  a  settled  principle  m  parliamentary 
practice,  that  the  previous  question  cannot  be  put 
Oft  an  amendment.  The  very  question  en  an 
amendment  is,  whether  "^  certain  words  shall  be 
insetted  into,  or  remain  part  of  a  question.'^  The 
decision  «^  the  amendment  ^*  determines  that  they 
ahaU  Off  shall  not  stand  ia  a  particular  place,  and 
bas,  therefore,  all  the  effiaet  of  a  previous  ques- 
tion*" So  says  Mr.  Jefierson  in  his  manual-^ 
"  Suppose  a  motion  to  postpone,  coau&it,  or  amend 
'  tha  main  question,  and  that  it  be  moved  to  sup* 
^  pceaa  that  motion  by  putting  the  previous  ques* 
'  lion  on  it.  This  is  not  allowed,  because  it  would 
'  embarrass  questions  too  much  to  allow  them  to 
^  be  piled  on  one  another  several  stories  high,  and 
^  bcMKise  the  same  result  may  be  had  in  a  more 
*  simple  way,  by  deciding  against  the  postpone* 
'  ment^  commitment,  OF  amendment."  A  previous 
question  on  an  amendment  is  an  absurdity.  It  is 
a  peevioos  que^ion  mounted  on  a  previous  qvee* 
tion.  But  pariiaawntary  usage  was  of  no  coase* 
qnenee-  ^I/ebate^'  had  arisen  on  the  amenteent. 
and  this  debate  was  to  be  pot  down,  or  the  bill 
Buigta  not  be  passed  that  night.  The  previous 
question  was  therefore  called.  It  being  decided 
that  the  quescioa  on  the  amendment  was  to  be 
pm  as  the  main  question,  debate  was  proceeding 
en  thia  main  question;  but  this  did  not  consist 
with  tho  will  of  the  majority,  and  debate  was  ob- 
ieeted  to  as  oat  of  order.  The  Speaker  declared 
it  in  order,  for  he  had  received  too  impressive  a 
lesson  on  this  point,  to  commit  again  the  error 
which  l>ad  been  se  solemnly  corrected.  It  was  ex- 
pedient, however,  to  overrule  this  decision.  An  ap- 
peal was  therefore  taken.  On  this  appeal  a  debate 
arose,  and  the  Speaker  was  called  on  to  pronounce 
whether  debate  on  an  appeal  was  in  order.  To 
each  a  question  he  could  return  but  one  answer ; 
be  knew,  every  man  in  the  House  knew,  debate 
was  in  order.    The  mde  is  unequivocal  and  ex- 


press, "  on  an  appeal  no  member  shaU  speak  move 
than  once  without  leave  of  the  House."  But  de- 
bate was  iaeoaveoient.  aad,  rule  or  no  rule,  de- 
bate should  not  be  tolerated.  A  second  appeal 
was  then  taken.  Without  a  reason  urged  it  was 
decided,  in  the  face  of  a  known  and  positive  rule, 
there  could  be  no  debate  on  an  appeal.  It  was 
next  decided,  without  argument,  in  oppoeiiion  to 
twenty-two  years  of  uninterrupted  usage,  eo»- 
firmed  by  the  moat  solemn  decisions  made  after  a 
full  hearing  and  on  deliberation,  that  there  could 
be  no  debate  on  the  maia  qaeaf ion.  Thus  libn*- 
ated  from  every  restraint*  and  armed  with  the 
newly  forged  weapon  of  tne  previous  qnestionj  a 
mad  majority,  in  tike  wantonaeas  of  power,  at  mid- 
night, when  ail  that  was  not  pasaion  was  stupor, 
proceeded  in  their  career  of  l^islation.  The  eau 
of  '^  previous  question"  negatived  amendment;  a 
second  cry  of  ^  prevtoaa  question"  engrossed  the 
bill ;  a  third  shout  made  it  a  law.  Yet  this  is 
the  precedent  on  which  our  present  exposition  of 
the  previous  question  rests  /or  its  basis !  True, 
we  reject  every  part  of  it,  but  that  which  the  ma- 
jority now  finds  an  interest  in  retaining.  We 
deny  its  propriety  in  forbidding  debate  on  an  ap- 
peal, for  three  days  have  not  passed  since  we  su- 
em^y  debated  an  appeal  from  the  Speaker's 
decision.  We  hold  it  erroneous  in  applying  the 
previous  question  to  an  amendment,  and  cause  it 
to  take  efl'ect  on  the  bill  or  resol«tian  itself,  step- 
ping over  the  amendment.  But  we  follow  it  as 
a  guide  for  pohibiling  discussion  on  the  nuin 
question.  It  is,  sir,  a  well  known  rule  of  evidence 
umaded  on  common  sense,  that  if  a  witness  man- 
ijfest  a  disregard  for  truth  in  any  part  of  his  testt- 
mony,  tho  whole  of  what  he  says  is  discredited. 
You  can,  in  such  a  case,  have  no  seenvity  that  he 
relates  the  truth  at  all.  And  bv  the  same  reason, 
when  a  precedent  is  cited  for  the  exfHniiion  of  a 
rule  of  action,  which  bears  on  its  lue  a  violation 
of  role,  it  should  be  thrown  aside  altogether. 

Full  well  io  I  lemcmber  tlie  first  instance  in 
which  I  witnessed  the  uae  of  this  newly  CKponnd- 
ed  previous  question,  and  never  shall  I  forget  the 
foeliage  whieh  it  then  excited  in  my  bosom.  It 
was  at  the  first  session  of  last  Coagress,  and  on  a 
bill  to  impose  a  direct  tax  of  three  milliona  of 
dollars  on  the  pe<»le  of  the  United  Scatee.  La 
that  bill  we  had  unaertaken  to  assess,  withom  any 
valuation,  the  precise  snms  which  were  to  be  paid 
by  the  several  counties  ia  each  State.  To  teoMdy 
the  injustice  which  this  bap-hazard  assessmeaC 
must  necessarily  produce,  a  gentleman  from  Tcn- 
nesse,  of  great  innuence  in  the  House,  (Mr.  Gkiini- 
OT,)  mo^  an  amendment,  restricted  in  its  tenaa 
to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  authorizing  a  correct 
tion  of  such  injustice  by  the  bonrd  of  assessors 
after  a  valuation.  The  amendment  was  about  to 
be  adppted  by  an  almost  unanimous  voice,  when 
some  gentleman  moved  to  amend  it,  so  as  to  ^- 
tend  its  appltcatioa  to  another  State.  This  was 
agreed  to  by  the  House.  It  was  then  moved  to 
amend  it  further,  by  extending  its  provisions  to 
the  parent  State  of  Tennessee,  to  North  Carolina. 
Sir,  the  previou:f  question  was  called  and  carried. 
The  mam  question  was  ordered  to  be  put;  the 
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ameodment  first  proposed — tbe  araeDdmeot  to  ic, 
which  was  aecepted,  and  the  further  amendment 
to  it,  when  the  previous  question  was  called,  were 
declared  to  be  swejpt  away  by  this  besom  of  de- 
struction ;  and  without  deoate.  without  an  oppor- 
tunity of  amendment,  the  bill  was  engrossed. 
Such  a  mode  of  laying  taxes  was  so  abhorrent 
from  all  my  notions  of  freedom,  that  new  as  I 
was  here — an  unfledged  member — I  dared  to  join 
in  an  appeal  to  the  House  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair,  and  vainly,  yet  zealously,  exerted  all 
my  powers  to  reverse  it.  Use,  sir,  haa  rendered 
the  previous  question  more  familiar  to  me.  but  it 
has  not  diminished  my  abhorrence  of  it.  On  the 
contrary,  use  has  but  the  more  fully  explained  the 
detested  ends  which  it  can  be  made  to  answer. 
Six  times  at  least  was  the  previous  question  used 
in  the  last  session  to  put  down  discussion,  and  the 
exercise  of  representative  freedom.  Once  on  a 
bill  giving  arbitrary  powers  to  the  deputies  of 
collectors ;  twice  in  relation  to  the  conscription 
project ;  three  times  upon  the  mammoth  bank  bill. 
Thank  God !  it  once  recoiled  with  salutary  vio> 
lence  on  those  who  used  IL  The  last  stupendous 
scheme  of  political  folly  and  wickedness,  (such  I 
deemed  it,)  owed  its  failure  to  the  use  of  the  pre- 
tIoub  question.  Many  gentlemen  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  know  this  to  be  the  fact. 

By  what  argument  is  this  innovation — this  out- 
rage on  parliamentary  law — thus  hostile  to  the 
spirit,  if  not  the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  to  the 
rights  of  the  people,  to  the  independence  of  their 
representatives,  to  the  very  purpose  for  which 
law  is  needed — by  what  argument  is  its  justifica- 
tion attempted  ?  They  mav  be  all  comprised  in 
one  word— " necessity.''  Necessity!  the  excuse 
for  every  folly,  the  pretext  for  every  crime.  Ne- 
cessity !  which  the  miserable  culprit,  who  steals 
a  loaf  to  feed  a  starving  family,  pleads  in  vain  at 
the  bar  of  your  criminal  courts,  but  which  suc- 
cessful tyrants  in  every  age  have  made  the  apol- 
ogy of  their  usurpations  on  freedom— necessity 
requires  this  previous  question.  I  deny  it,  sir ! 
Centuries  have  rolled  away  in  England  since  the 
forms  of  free  debate  belonged  to  their  Parliament, 
yet  the  necessity  of  a  resort  to  this  instrument  of 
coercion  never  has  been  there  discovered.  Our 
Continental  Congress  managed  the  momentous 
aflbirs  of  this  nation  during  many  years  of  war 
and  revolution,  and  they  found  not  this  necessity. 
Twenty-two  years  had  passed  under  our  present 
form  of  Oovernment  before  the  necessity  was  pre- 
tended. No  instance  can  be  shown  of  a  fair  ex- 
ercise of  legislative  power  being  prevented  by  the 
want  of  an  unlimited  authoriiy  to  silence  discus- 
sion. And  unquestionably  before  a  forfeiture  is 
decreed,  of  the  fairest  and  best  privilege  belong- 
ing to  tiie  people  and  their  Representatives,  one 
o£nee,  at  least,  ought  to  be  clearly  proven. 
^*But  a  case  may^  he  imagined,  in  which  it  might 

*  be  necessary  to  have  this  supreme  control  over 
'  the  right  of  speech.  Suppose  the  last  day  of  the 
'  session,  and  a  law  highly  i^lutary  about  to  be 

*  enacted,  which  a  few  obstinate  members  are  re- 
^  solved  to  defeat  by  protracted  debate,  it  would 

*  be  necessary  in  this  case  to  silence  them."    Sir, 


there  is  no  species  of  political  empiricism  more 
dangerous  than  to  maxe  rules  of  ordinary  appli* 
cation,  with  a  view  to  extreme  and  barely  possi* 
ble  cases.  It  is,  in  the  language  of  the  immortal 
Burke,  **  to  make  the  medicine  of  the  Constita- 
tion  its  daily  bread.''  Extreme  cases  carry  their 
remedies  with  them.  But  I  see  no  such  necessity 
in  the  case  supposed.  If  the  law  be  essential  the 
next  Con|[reas  may  pass  it;  and,  if  the  ordinary 
delay  be  injurious,  it  may  be  immediately  con* 
vened.  But,  then,  ^  laws  cannot  be  enacted  with 
convenient  despatch."  Let  us  not  indulge  tha 
chimerical  hope  of  a  Government  exempt  from 
every  political  inconvenience,  more  than  of  an 
animal  existence  free  from  the  infirmities  of  na- 
ture. The  ponderous  strength  of  the  elephant, 
and  the  swiftness  of  the  greyhound,  are  not  found 
united.  The  vigor  and  promptitude  of  despotism 
accord  not  with  the  freedom  and  public  virtue  of 
republican  Governments.  While  we  enjoy  the 
invaluable  blessing  of  liberty,  let  us  not  murmur 
at  the  trivial  price  we  pay.  Despatch,  in  law* 
making,  is  inconsistent  with  deliberative  freedom. 
Fortunately  it  is  not  in  itself  a  ouaUty  of  great 
value.  Despatch  is  essential  in  the  exeeufion  of 
laws^  but  salutary  caution  should  preside  in  the 
making  of  them.  Five  times  in  the  course  of  the 
last  session  this  *^  necessity"  for  speedy  legislation 
forced  the  previous  question  on  the  bank  and  con- 
scription bills ;  yet  so  purely  imaginary  was  thta 
"  necessity,"  that  no  legislation  took  place  upon 
them*"-none  were  enacted  into  laws.  An  intelli- 
ffent  individual  is  now  scarcely  to  be  found  in  the 
United  States  who  will  not  admit  that  the  non- 
intercourse  project,  to  establish  which,  with  con- 
venient expediuon,  was  the  justifying  end  of  the 
first  outrage  on  free  debate,  was  bevond  measure 
silly  and  mischievous.  Legislate  in  haste,  and  you 
are  sure  to  repent  at  leisure.  But  it  is  *'  necessary 
there  should  be  a  power  to  correct  abuses  of  the 
right  of  speech."  I  admit  you  have  the  legiti- 
mate power  to  correct  abuses,  but  you  have  none 
to  abolish  the  right.  You  may  correct  them,  if  it 
is  found  expedient,  by  restricting  still  more  the 
frequency  of  speeches ;  by  permitting  wide  and 
general  discussions  Only  on  subjects  which  fitly 
brin^  into  view  the  state  of  the  nation  ;  by  ad- 
monition from  the  Chair  against  casual  wander- 
ings ;  by  the  censure  of  the  House  for  obstinate 
and  contemptuous  abuses  of  its  patience ;  by  as* 
signing  specific  days  for  specific  business,  and 
continuing  thesession  until  the  business  be  done; 
and,  above  all,  by  the  most  powerful  of  all  cor- 
rectives— by  marked  inattention  to  the  effusions 
of  vanity  and  foUv.  The  two  last  remedies  which 
I  have  mentioned,  have  been  found  all-sufficient 
in  the  British  House  of  Commons.  A  debate 
there,  on  an  interesting  subject,  takes  place  at  the 
appointed  day,  and  is  scarcely  ever  adjourned 
over.  If  the  prolongation  of  debate  here,  from 
day  to  day,  be  injurious  to  the  public  business, 
why  do  we  adjourn  it  from  day  to  day  ?  Say  not 
that  you  put  down  freedom  of  speech  from  **  ne- 
cessity;" when  you  are  governed  merely  by  the 
fear  of^  a  cold  dinner.  Inattention  to  vanity  and 
folly  I  hold  also  to  be  a  justifiable  and  an  ^ectoai 
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i«iD«dy.  Not  (bat  I  would  ooDient  to  pot  down 
a  speaker  by  cooversatioo,  rude  noises^  or  aoy 
80CQ  indecent  expressions  of  dissatisfaction,  but 
when  the  lo?e  of  talking  evidently  ^ot  the  better 
of  modesty  and  good  sense,  and  this  superiority 
was  often  manifested,  the  orator  should  declaim 
to  empty  benches.  £?ery  man  has  a  riyht  to 
speak,  but  every  man  has  also  an  imprescriptible 
right  to  rescue  his  ears  and  his  brain  from  the  in- 
vasion of  nonsense.  This  remedy  might  not  pro- 
duce an  instantaneous  cure,  but  It  would  prove 
efficacious  in  the  end ;  at  least  as  efficacious  as 
most  remedies  for  the  disorders  which  infest  a 
political  communitv.  It  is  not  more  essential  to 
the  well*beinff  of  this  body  to  prevent  abuses  of 
the  freedom  oT  speech,  than  to  the  welk-beinj;  of 
the  State  to  prevent  abuses  of  the  freedom  of  ac- 
tion. Because  crimes  occasionally  escape  unpun- 
ished from  defects,  either  "  in  the  evidence  in  the 
law,  or  tlft  application  of  the  law^"  does  it  there- 
fore become  ^*  necessary"  to  abolish  civil  liberty 
through  the  land  ?  So  with  all  your  correctives 
there  will  be  occasional  trespasses  on  decorum, 
by  unnecessary  and  tedious  harangues.  But  is  it 
on  that  account  necessary  to  put  the  House  under 
martial  tvranoy  ?  Will  you  core  a  wen  bv  cut- 
ting off  tne  head  1  Redress  abuse  by  annihilating 
right  ? 

''But  the  majority  have  a  right  to  govern.    It 
is  for  them  to  say  when  discusiion  shall  end  and 
action  be^ in."    If  by  right,  sir,  he  meant  power, 
the  assertion  is  correct.    Or,  if  by  government  be 
meant  only  regulation  within  the  compact  of  as- 
sociation, it  is  equally  correct.     But  that  a  nu- 
merical majority  of  any  society  has  a  perfect 
right  to  do  as  it  pleases,  is  the  most  impious  of 
political  heresies;  and  a  majority,  acting  on  such 
an  assumption,  is  the  most  dreadtul  of  all  despo- 
tisms.   The  primary  object  of  law  is  an  associa- 
tion, of  equals,  the  fundamental  principle  of  the 
compact  is  to  restrict  the  physical  sovereignty 
within  moral  limits.    In  a  Republican  Qovern- 
ment  this  is  done  by  Constitutional  charters,  by 
specific  delegations  of  power  to  distinct  and  ac- 
countable agents,  by  oaths,  by  the  influence  of 
patriotism,  and  love  of  fame.    In  Qovernments 
not  republican,  it  is  effected  by  creating  a  politi- 
cal distinct  from  the  physical  soverei^ty;  by 
vesting  the  power  of  the  Gh)veroment  in  a  king 
or  an  aristocracy.    Sir,  a  majority  uncontrolled 
by  rule — unlimited  in  power— unembarrassed  by 
impediments  to  action— find  it  where  you  may, 
in  a  nation,  in  a  village,  in  a  deliberative  body — is 
misrule,  tyranny,  oppression,  caprice,  cruelty  and 
confusion;  any  thing  but  free  government.    The 
majority  here,  like  majorities  elsewhere,  where 
civil  and  political  liberty  prevails,  have  a  right 
to  govern  according  to  the  prescribed  rule;. and 
when  a  rule  is  about  to  be  formed  for  limiting  their 
action,  it  should  be  a  rule  which  may  indeed  pro- 
tect the  rights  of  which  it  affects  to  have  a  care. 
Not  a  nominal  rule,  which  imposes  no  restraint. 
Not  a  )role  which  leaves  every  right  to  the  mercy 
of  unlimited  sway.   "  Strike,"  said  the  illustrious 
Athenian  to  his  commander,  *^  but  hear  me."  The 
first  may  be  your  right,  the  second  is  mine. 


Such  is  the  language  to  the  majority.  It  is  srdur 
privilege  to  decide,  but  the  minority  have  a  right 
to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  a  maxim  in  the  bill  of 
rights  of  the  Constitution  of  that  State,  to  which 
you,  (Mr.  Yancbt)  and  myself,  have  the  honor 
to  belong,  that  ^'a  frequent  recurrence  to  funda- 
mental principles  is.necessary  to  the  preservation 
of  political  liberty."  In  the  bustle  of  incessant 
action,  in  the  animated  contesu  of  parties,  goad- 
ing and  goaded  by  each  other,  in  the  paroxysms 
of  political  fever,  these  principles  will  be  forgot- 
ten. It  is  prudence,  it  is  duty,  to  avail  onrselvea 
of  a  season  when  passion  is  lulled  and  reaeon 
is  free  to  act,  when  the  preternatural  excitement 
has  abated;  to  review  past  errors  and  guard 
against  their  recurrence.  The  rule  in  question 
ought  not  to  exist.  No  majority  should  be  trusted 
with  it.  A  majority  never  can  be  found  who 
will  use  it  diaereetly.  The  day  you  make  a  man 
a  slave,  it  has  been  said,  you  deprive  him  of  half 
his  virtue.  The  day  you  make  him  a  despot  vou 
rob  him  of  all.  Human  nature  cannot  endure 
unlimited  power,  and  bodies  of  men  are  not 
more  discreet  in  their  tyranny  than  individual 
tyrants.  This  rule  is  not  needed  for  any  legiti^ 
mate  purpose.  Bvery  one  of  its  fair  objects  may 
be  answered  either  by  a  motion  to  postpone  to  a 
day  certain,  or  by  the  motion  for  indefinite  post* 
ponement.  I  speak  in  this  respect  from  ez* 
perience.  Ten  years  since,  on  a  revisal  of  the 
rules  of  order  in  the  most  numerous  branch  of 
the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  the  previouf 
qoestion  was  expunged.  It  has  never  since  been 
known  there^  nor  has  any  subsequent  Legislature 
experienced  inconvenience  from  the  want  of  it. 

This  moment  is  peculiarly  favorable  for  an 
impartial  decision  on  the  proposition  before  us. 
The  return  of  peace  has  brought  about  a  new  order 
of  thio^,  which  most  be  followed  by  modifications 
of  parties  impossible  to  be  distinctly  foreseen.  In- 
terests which  have  been  heretofore  opposed  will 
be  found  acting  in  concert ;  and  jealousies  and 
enmities,  which  a  common  feeling  has  suppressed, 
will  be  roused  into  activity.  There  are  few, 
perhaps  there  is  no  intelligent  member  of  this 
body,  in  whose  theories  and  maxims  of  political 
philosophy,  the  changes  and  trials  thougn  which 
we  have  passed,  have  not  produced  some  alterii- 
tion.  Besides,  an  event  approaches,  which  in 
every  free  country  is  necessarily  accompanied 
by  party  mutations;  the  Executive  power  is  about 
to  change  hands.  At  this  moment  no  one  can 
confidently  pronounce  whether  before  this  Con- 
gress closes  be  will  be  found  among  the  majority 
or  minority  of  the  House.  This  then  is  the 
auspicious  moment  for  putting  down,  with  oiys 
consent,  this  odious  tyranny.  The  victims  of 
oppression  should  disdain  to  become  its  instru- 
ments; the  possessors  of  arbitrary  power  know 
not  how  soon  they  may  be  compelled  to  feel  its 
injustice. 

The  Committee  rose,  without  coming  to  any 
decision  on  the  question;  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 
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Mr.  Atbertoh  presented  a  petition  of  the  own* 
ers  of  six  cotton  spinning  mills,  in  the  towns  of 
New  Ipswich  and  Mason  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  praying  that  the  importation  of  cot- 
ton goods  from  places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  may  be  prohibited,  and  that  additional  do<- 
ttes  may  be  imposed  on  cotton  goods  imported 
from  other  places.— Reforred  to  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manofactores. 

Mp.  Burwsll  presented  a  memorial  of  Dr. 
James  Smith,  the  agent  appointed  in  pnrsuanoe 
of  the  act  of  the  27&  of  Febraary,  1813,  *<  to  en- 
courage raceination,"  oontainiiig  each  represen- 
tations as  he  believes  will  indaee  Congress  to 
gire  that  further  and  more  ample  encooragemeat 
to  Faoeination  which  the  welfare  and  happiness 
of  our  eoUntrv  so  imperiously  demand,  aoeomr 
panied  with  the  outlines  of  a  plan  for  the  more 
effectual  encouragement  of  Tacoiaation  ia  the 
United  States;  which  was  referred  to  Messrs. 
BuBWBLL,  Com  DicT,  Crawford,  QoLDSBOAoneB, 
and  Hahsoh. 

Mr.  CoNwcT,  from  the  Committee  of  Rerisai 
and  Unfinished  BasiBess,  made  a  report,  whieh 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sprakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Ldtad 
Office,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  land  commis- 
sioners for  the  western  district  of  the  late  Terri- 
tory of  Orleans,  now  State  of  Louisiana ;  whick 
was  raferred  to  the  Cmnmittee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

A  Message  received  yesterday  from  the  Prbsi- 
omtT.  was  opened  and  read.  It  transmits  a  state- 
ment' of  occurrences  at  Fort  Jackson,  in  1814^ 
during  the  negotiation  of  a  treaty  with  the  Id- 
dians,  and  recommends  a  com])laance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  friendly  Indians,  in  granting  cer- 
tain lands  to  (General  Jackson  and  others.  The 
Message  was  reierred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  j 
Lands. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
tl»t  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  bill  from  this 
Bouse,  entitled  *'An  act  to  regulate  the  commerce 
between  the  United  States  and  the  territories  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty,  accordioff  to  the  conven* 
tion  concluded  the  3d  day  of  July  1815,  and  the 
ratifications  of  which  were  exchanged  on  the 
22d  day  of  December,  1815. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  required  to  lay  before  the  House 
an  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  Treasury,  (distinguishing  the  duties  en  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  and  the  sales  of  public  lands, 
from  the  other  sources  of  revenue ;  and  distin- 
guishing the  expenditures  on  account  of  the 
Army,  of  the  Indian  Department,  of  the  Navy, 
and  ot  Foreign  Intercourse,)  from  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1789,  up  to  the  last  accounts  made  up  at 
the  Treasury. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  respecting  the  convention 
to  regulate  commerce  between  the  territories  of 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  which  bill 
Mr.  Forsyth  had  moved  to  reject,  Mr.  Hanson 


had  moved  to  postpone  indefimtely,  and  wfaiell 
was  finally  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  question  on  Mr.  HANsovr'a  motion  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative ;  Mr.  Forstth  withdrew 
his  inotion ;  and  the  bill  was  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  Hovse,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  remainder  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Mean^  embracing  sundry  propo* 
sitions  in  respect  to  the  revenue. 

The  resolve  first  in  order  having  been  read,  in 
the  following  words : 

ReBokBd,  That  is  expedient  so  to  amend  the  sct»  en- 
titled '*  An  act  to  provide  edditionai  rerenues  fi>r  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Government  and  nuintaiiling  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United 
States,  and  to  provide  lor  sssessing  ana  cdilecting  the 
same,"  passed  on  the  9th  January,  1815,  as  to  r^ace 
the  direct  tax  to  be  levied  for  the  year  1816,  and  suc- 
ceeding years,  to  three  millions ;  and,  also,  so  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues 
for  defi-aying  the  expenses  of  Govemment  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon 
the  District  of  ColumMa,"  passed  on  the  87th  of  Feb- 
roaiy,  1816,  as  to  reduce  the  direct  tax  to  be  levied 
therein,  annnally,  to  $9,999  30. 

Mr.  Lowndes  entered  into  a  defence  of  the 
measure ;  the  effect  of  which,  he  said,  was  nothing 
else  than  to  take  away  certain  taxes  of  the  people, 
and  to  substitute  in  their  stead  others  that  would 
be  less  severely  felt.  In  answer  to  an  assertion 
made  by  Mr.  Randolph  on  a  former  day,  that 
the  permanent  duties  would  be  suflicient  for  the 
ubiic  exigencies  without  resorting  to  double  ones, 
e  begged  the  House  to  recollect  that,  io  the  year 
1818,  the  demands  upon  the  public  Treasury 
would  be  ten  millions  and  a  half^  for  the  Naval 
and  Military  Establishments,  while  the  revenue 
from  imposts  could  be  estimeted  at  no  more  than 
twelve  millions— so  that  there  would  remain  only 
one  million  and  a  half  to  answer  the  other  ez^ 
penditures  of  the  Cbvernment. 

Mr.  Lowndbs,  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  bot 
much  of  which  was  intended  as  a  reply  to  Ms, 
Randolph's  late  speech,  which  indisposition 
compelled  him  to  make  much  shorter  than  he 
originally  intended,  ascribed  to  Mr.  Randolph  a 
change  of  opinion  respecting  the  ezpedieney  of 
paying  off*  the  public  debt. 

Mr.  Randolph  denied  the  change  of  opinion 
imputed  to  him ;  he  held  the  same  opinions  re- 
spectinff  public  debts,  and  the  application  of  the 
public  funds,  that  he  ever  had  done ;  bat  the  ben- 
efits of  experience  would  be  lost  upon  him  if  he 
did  not  know  that  whenever  a  Ministry,  no  mat- 
ter whether  it  was  the  Ministry  of  an  elective 
President  or  an  hereditsry  King,  chose  to  supply 
the  deficiencies  created  by  their  own  incapacity 
or  profusion,  they  were  never  at  a  loss  to  eonjnre 
up  pretences  for  laying  their  hands  on  the  public 
money.    So  far  from  objecting  to  the  psyment 
of  the  public  debt,  he  would  wish  to  pay  it  up  to 
the  very  day,  for  he  thought  that  neitoer  a  nation 
with  a  great  public  debt,  nor  a  nation  that  had  a 
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grcftt  orcrgiown  rareiioe  to  b*  eoUoeled,  could 
poMiUsr  be  free.  The  fecUity  of  borroiriDg,  ren- 
dered Mioistere  profuse,  and  enabled  them  to  in- 
ipolre  their  natioD  ia  iaextrioableemfaarraaBmeata, 
by  obtaiftiDgr  more  money  than  could  be  drawn 
from  the  ftiir  rceources  of  the  country,  and  he 
SMntioned  the  ease  of  Britain  as  one  ia  point. 
That  nation,  be  said,  was  onoe  considered  by  some 
statesmen  as  likely  to  sink  under  the  weight  of  its 
debt ;  how  came  it,  then,  that  she  was  since  able 
to  increase  that  debt  so  enormously,  and  that  after 
that,  she  was  able  to  keep  oa  foot  a  navy  the 
most  numerous  aad  powerful  in  the  world,  and 
an  army  of  eight  hundred  thousand  men ;  and 
that  she  was  not  only  aUe  to  maiatain  ail  this, 
but  to  subsidize  all  the  nations  of  Europe  whom 
she  could  prevail  upon  to  fight  against  France? 
For  his  part,  he  could  not  but  look  with  affright 
and  abhorveaee  at  the  debt  created  by  the  war, 
yet  he  would  vote  to  pay  it  to  the  last  cent  3  but 
what  a  picture  of  waste  and  prodigality  must  that 
be  whico  rendered  the  proposed  system  of  taxa- 
tion necessary !  It  was  not,  he  said,  in  the  power 
of  any  argument  of  his  to  place  the  mismanage- 
ment of  public  affairs  in  so  strong  a  light  as  was 
afforded  by  the  simple  fact,  that  the  old  impost 
and  tonnage  duties  were  not  sufficient  to  deiray 
the  public  expenses  without  internal  taxes  to  a 
commensurate  amount.  If  the  honorable  ^^tle- 
man  would  apply  ail  the  revenues  Arom  the  impost 
and  tonnage  to  the  liquidation  of  the  public  debt, 
land  more  should  be  found  wanting,  Mr.  R«  said 
he  would  go  any  length  to  pay  whatever  more 
should  be  wanting;  but  he  was  averse  to  tax  the 
peonle  for  an  enormous  Peace  Bstablishment, 
which  he  thought  not  only  unnecessary,  but  mis- 
ebievous.  Respecting  the  payment  of  the  debt, 
ho  was  not  disposed  to  draw  favorable  inferences 
from  the  past.  If  in  t  weuty^three  years  they  had 
m»t  been  able  to  pay  aeventy  miliione,  ia  what 
tame  could  they  hope  to  pay.  one  hundred  and 
many  odd  millions;  and  what  probability  was 
there  that  peace  would  last  long  enough  to  malce 
an  impression  of  any  consequence  on  the  public 
debt,  while  the  ooui^try  was  loaded  with  such 
expensive  establishments'? 

He  was  averse  to  so  vast  a  Military  Bstabiith- 
ment,  not  only  on  account  of  the  expense,  but  of 
^e  danger.  If  Ministers  wanted  war,  there  were 
no  means  so  likely  to  procure  it  for  them  as  an 
oveqi^rown  MiliUry  Establishment.  Military  mea 
were  fend  of  glory,  the  constituent  elements  of 
which  were  blood  and  taxes;  and  if  Qovernmest 
were  ambitious  of  a  second  Punic  war,  their  Mil- 
iUry Establishment  was  the  direct  road  to  it;  he 
Would  therefore,  he  said,  apply  ihe  whole  of  their 
resourcee  to  the  extinguisnment  of  the  national 
debt.  And  here  he  remarked,  that  Mr.  LowNnxa's 
calculation  of  twelve  millions,  beitig  the  amooat 
of  the  impost  duties, must  be  a  mistake.  The  re- 
ports from  the  New  York  custom-house  put  down 
that  estimate.  Such  an  estimate  might,  indeed, 
answer  the  purpose  of  inducing  them  to  adopt 
the  system  of  internal  taxation,  which  he  con- 
sidered as  the  introduction  of  certain  ruin  to  the 
country.    Much  as  he  had  deprecated  the  war,  if 


it  was  aaade  a  pretext  to  saddle  the  country  with 
inlemal  taxaiion— if  it  was  onlv  a  device  to  make 
the  people  take  the  yoke  more  kindly,  and  to  ill 
the  country  with  a  host  of  exeisemeo,  vermin 
the  most  noxioue  to  the  eyee  of  freemeD^he  aald 
his  opinion  of  the  war  would  be  changed,  and 
changed  much  for  the  worse.  The  House  bad 
been  tried  with  internal  taxation  before  the  war, 
but  were  restive  and  would  not  take  to  it ;  so  to 
make  them  fall  into  it  kindly,  war  was  deotered"— 
for,  was  it  not  known  that  the  war  was  defended 
on  that  very  principle? 

Well,  war  was  declared ;  the  coast  of  the  coun- 
try was  ravaged  by  the  eaeuiy ;  and  the  majority 
swallowed  the  physic,  bitter  as  it  was,  for  the 
sake  of  the  war;  but  still  it  was  on  the  condition 
that  when  the  war  should  cease,  the  physic  should 
be  changed.  The  war  had  ceased,  and  was  the 
hitler  potion  changed?  No !  hauBim»Tepetendu»^ 
the  draught  wus  to  be  repeated,  and  it  was  now 
held  to  their  lifw.  This  however  was,  he  feared, 
but  the  beginning;  the  colt  wns  too  young  yet 
awhile  to  carry  full  weight  at  the  first  bacfing^ 
he  might  grow  restive  if  they  put  on  twenty  stone 
till  he  was  a  little  better  broke  in ;  but  if  the 
House  bore  this,  they  wcmld  soon  be«r  of  more 
being  necessavv.  Before  another  three  and  twenty 
years  should  elapse,  there  would  be  another  hap- 
vest  of  glory  to  be  reaped ;  and  the  same  song 
would  be  wmg  over  and  over  again,  till  at  last  it 
would  fiire  with  the  United  Slates  as  it  fared 
with  Great  Britain,  who  was  saddled  with  a- 
debt  which  sent  her  laborers  at  night  supperless 
to  bed. 

Mr.  R.  pointed  out  the  dangerous  bearing  of  a 
sreat  public  debt  upon  republican  instituiions,and 
dwelt  particularly  on  the  asoendeacy  which  the 
handling  of  public  money  gave  to  individuals;  to 
collect  moM^,  he  said,  was  powers  wisdom,  hap- 
pinew,  influence,  everything.  The  possession  of 
that  influence  had  ever  been  fhtal  to  nations,  and 
what  exemption  had  we  from  it?  It  was  about 
the  period  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  that  one  of 
the  most  splendid  of  English  writers  gave  this 
definition  of  monarchy :  speakiiw  of  that  anomaly 
presented  by  the  Government  of  Rome  under  the 
•econd  Empeior,  Augustus,  when  the  forms  of 
the  old  Roman  commonwealth  were  preserved, 
and  there  were  tribunes  and  consuls,  as  well  as  in 
the  time  of  Scipio,  he  says,  that  "  every  Govero- 
'  ment  in  which  a  single  magistrate,  bj  whatever 
<  title  he  may  be  called,  is  iatrusied  with  the  exe- 
'  ctttion  of  the  laws,  the  command  of  the  military, 
'  and  the  distribution  of  the  public  revenues,  is  a 
'  monarchy."  It  remained,  then,  for  the  House  to 
determine  whettar  they  wotild  abandon  the  prin- 
oif^es  contended  for  at  the  Revolution,  and  make 
this  measure  the  oorner-sione,  upon  which  they 
would  build  up  a  system  of  taxation  whi^  would 
send  the  American  as  well  as  the  British  did  the 
European  laborer,  supperless  to  bed. 

Mr.  R.  declared,  that  his  opinions  of  men  had 
uoderi^one  no  radical  change ;  he  had  the  same 
faith  m  sinking  funds  as  ever-^but  very  little 
when  in  the  hands  of  that  being  which  a  philoso* 
pher  had  defined  to  be  a  two-legged  unfeathered 
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animal*  He  bad  great  respect  for  relipioa ;  bot 
tbat  respect  was  not  drawn  from  inquisitions,  nor 
from  tbe  saogainary  zeal  of  Ctaeen  Mary,  nor 
from  tbe  disposition  of  every  sect  to  petsecate  all 
otbers.  So  it  was  witb  regard  to  sinainif  fands ; 
he  knew  tbeir  bistory  from  tbe  time  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  down  to  tbe  present  incumbent  of  tbe 
Treasury,  and  he  knew  tbat  tbejr  yrere  always 
perverted  from  tbeir  just,  destination  to  answer 
tbe  purposes  of  every  Minister,  wben  necessity 
required  it.  Wben  tbe  prodigality  or  incapacity 
of  Ministers  rendered  a  su^y  expedient,  tbe 
sinking  fund  was  resorted  to,  aod  necessity  was 
tbe  plea.  Were  money  wished  for,  and  no  plau- 
sible necessity  were  immediately  at  band,  wby 
tben  create  a  necessity.  He  must  be  a  very 
bungler  in  bis  trade  wbo  could  not  do  tbat.  Tbat 
pbysician  most  be  a  botcb,  indeed,  wbo  could  not 
keep  the  patient  in  bed.  Provided  the  money  be 
desired,  this  necessity  never  will  be  wanting;  for 
never  was  there  a  being  in  tbe  shape  of  a  Minister 
so  contemptible  as  not  to  be  able  to  find  or  to  create 
it.  Mr.  R.  concluded  with  saying,  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  estimating  the  annual  produce 
of  the  impost  and  tonnage  at  twelve  millions  must 
be  a  mistake,  since  it  was  as  much  as  tbat  fifteen 
years  aeo.  The  country  bad  in  tbat  time  doubled 
m  population,  and  more  than  doubled  in  wealth. 
And  if  they  who  held  the  reins  of  Qovernment 
would  only  dispense  with  over  regulation,  instead 
of  being  obliged  to  lay  new  taxes  for  resources, 
they  would  have  had  a  considerable  overplus  in 
the  Treasury. 

Tbe  question  being  about  to  be  put  on  the  first 
resolution-* 

Mr.  Clay  said^  be  approved  of  tbe  general  sys- 
tem contained  in  this  report,  and,  with  some  mod- 
ificationsj  should  give  it  bis  support;  but  he 
thought  It  was  susceptible  of  amendment.  He 
thought  the  amount  of  the  land  tax  too  high  for 
the  ordinary  season  of  peace.  It  was  not  neces- 
sary to  go  into  an  inquiry  at  this  moment,  whe- 
ther tbe  land  does  not  eventually  pay  all  taxes, 
in  whatever  shape  levied  or  collected ;  but  be  laid 
down  the  general  principle,  that  in  time  of  peace 
we  should  look  to  foreign  importations  as  the 
chief  source  of  revenue ;  and  in  war,  when  they 
are  cut  ofi*,  tbat  it  was  time  enough  to  draw  deep- 
ly on  our  internal  resources.  Mr.  C.  said,  he 
thought  we  ought  to  reduce  tbe  land  tax  still 
lower  than  proposed,  and  also  some  other  of  the 
taxes  which  appeared  most  burdensome  in  their 
nature ;  retaining  enough  to  keep  tbe  system  of 
internal  taxation  so  organized,  as  tbat  an  addi- 
tion to  the  existing  taxes  only  would  be  neces- 
sary to  produce  immediately  such  an  accession  to 
the  revenue  as  should  make  it  adequate  to  tbe 
necessities  of  tbe  country.  Mr.  C.'s  plan  was  to 
make  np  for  bis  proposed  decrease  oi  tbe  direct 
tax,  by  an  increase  of  the  duties  on  imports.  He 
wished  to  reduce  the  direct  tax  to  two  millions, 
or  to  a  million  and  a  half;  and  when  that  prop- 
osition was  decided  on,  he  was  desirous  of  pro- 
posing another,  tbat  the  tax  should  be  limited  to 
one  year,  so  as  to  make  it  a  tax  from  year  to 
year,  instead  of  a  tax  without  limiution. 


Mr.  Haudiii  desired  to  strike  out  the  whole 
amount  proposed,  so  as  to  leave  the  sum  bkmks 
which  blank  be  should  be  opposed  to  filling  at 
all.  He  was  opposed  to  any  direct  tax  for  the 
purpose  of  expensive  Military  and  Naval  Ss- 
tablisbments  ;  and  said  he  should  offer  some  day 
next  week,  if  no  other  member  would,  a  motion 
tbat  the  Army  £stablishment  be  reduced. 

Mr.  Ci4AT  so  varied  his  motion,  to  accommo- 
date bis  colleague,  as  to  move  to  strike  out  tbe 
sum  entirely,  and  leave  in  tbe  resdotion  a  blank, 
to  be  filled  as  the  House  should  think  proper. 

Mr.  Randolph  was  opposed  to  the  motion  to 
reduce  the  direct  tax.  Atthougb  opposed  to  any 
part  of  the  system,  he  preferred  the  direct  tax  Id 
tbe  excise,- because,  every  man  then  knew  and 
felt  what  be  bad  to  pay.  He  was  in  favor  of 
making  the  direct  ux  an  annual  bill,  as  proposed 
by  the  Speaker,  but  expressed  his  surprise  at  the 
Speaker's  opinion  that,  in  peace,  we  should  rely 
on  tbe  imposts  for  revenue,  and,  in  war,  on  inter* 
nal  taxation,  <Sbc. 

Mr.  Desha  spoke  in  favor  of  a  repeal  of  the 
direct  tax,  and,  in  support  of  it,  urged  some  argu- 
oients  not  distinctly  heard  by  tbe  reporter. 

Mr.  Clat  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to  Mv. 
Randou>h  and  Mr.  Hardin,  and  went  on  to  re- 
mark:— li  had  been  said,  tbat  this  was  a  time  of 
profound  peace.  It  was  true,  we  were  happily  at 
peace  with  all  the  world ;  but  who  knew  how 
long  it  would  be  our  good  fortune  to  remain  so  ? 
What  was  the  present  state  of  our  relations  to 
Old  Spain  ?  Who  could  now  say,  with  certainty, 
how  far  it  might  be  proper  to  aid  the  people  or 
South  America  in  r^;ard  to  the  establishment  of 
their  independence  1  He  did  not  know  how  other 
people  thought  on  those  subject^  but  they  made 
a  serious  impression  on  his  mind.  We  have  re» 
cently  heard,  said  be,  and  I  believe  the  informa- 
tion came  from  the  Minister  himself,  that  a  de- 
mand hail  been  made  by  tbe  Minister  of  the  Spaa* 
ish  Government  of  the  surrender  of  a  part  of  the 
soil  of  the  country ;  he  meant  that  part  of  tbe 
country  formerly  known  by  tbe  name  of  West 
Florida,  which  lies  west  of  the  Perdido,  and  part 
of  which  is  now  incorporated  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana.  Mr*  C.  said,  he  would  not  speak,  la 
tbe  terms  in  which  he  might  be  authorized  to 
speak,  of  the  impudence  of  such  a  demand ;  but 
he  considered  it  indicative  of  the  general  disposi- 
tion of  the  Gkivernment  which  that  Minister  rep- 
resented. Besides  he  asked,  was  the  state  of 
Surope  settled?  Every  one  bad  heard  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Congress  of  European  poiea- 
utes  at  Vienna ;  we  heard,  too,  tbat  their  ideas 
of  legitimate  government  were  carried  to  an  ex- 
tent destructive  of  every  principle  of  liberty  $  we 
have  seen  these  doctrines  applied  to  create  and 
overthrow  dynasties  at  will.  Do  we  know,  said 
be,  whether  we  shall  escape  their  influence  7  Do 
we  not  know,  though  no  such  intention  may  exist 
at  present,  we  shall,  by  adopting  that  policy  which 
recommends  a  reduction  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
invite  their  attention  to  our  weakness  1  Mr.  C. 
said,  be  was  for  preserving  the  system  of  internal 
reveaue,  on  a  reduced  scale.    He  wanted  to  see 
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Bnrope  setiiecl ;  to  see  the  relations  between  this 
country  and  Spain  plaeed  on  a  footing  which 
would  insure  tranquillity  on  our  herders.  Until 
he  saw  these  things,  he  was  not  for  ezhaustiog  the 
purse  of  the  country  of  the  funds  necessary  to 
enable  it  ta  vindicate  its  rights  at  home,  or,  if 
necessary,  to  aid  in  the  cause  of  liberty  in  South 
America. 

Mr.  McKbb  said  he  was  in  favor  of  leaving  the 
resolution  blank  as  to  the  amount  of  direct  tax. 
He  perfectly  concurred  with  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
Habdim,)  that  unless  a  disposition  should  be  man- 
ifested in  Congress,  different  fromanvthing  indi- 
cated either  by  the  proceedings  of  this  body,  or 
by  conversations  out  of  the  House,  he  should  be 
opposed  to  filling  the  blank  at  all.  Let  me,  said 
he,  ask  the  Speaker  (Mr.  Clat)  whether  we 
should  have  dared  in  1812  to  have  laid  a  direct 
tax  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  or  any  tax  at  all, 
for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  Peace  Estab- 
lishment we  now  have?  When  particular  cir- 
eumstances  in  1812  demanded  an  increase  of  our 
Armv,  and  of  the  resources  necessary  to  support 
itj  what  was  the  course  which  the  National  Lie- 
gislature  resorted  to,  to  render  those  measures  pal- 
atable ?  Did  we  not  say,  those  measures  should 
exist  only  during  war?  Did  we  not  say  that, 
within  one  year  after  the  return  of  peace,  the 
nation  should  be  relieved  from  taxation  ?  Now 
that  peace  was  restored,  ideal  dangers  were  to  be 
conjured  up,  to  justify  the  maintenance  of  large 
establishments ;  and  where  was  the  Qovernment 
that  could  not  at  any  time  conjure  up  reasons 
such  as  these?  Against  the  doctrines  which  his 
colleague  (Mr.  Clat)  had  expressed^  and  no 
doubt  candidly  and  honestly  entertained,  Mr. 
McKbi  said  be  as  sincerely  and  candidly  and 
honestly  entered  his  protest,  as  he  (Mr.  Clat) 
had  against  the  opinions  of  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Hardin.)  The  doctrines  of  this  report,  Mr.  Mc- 
Keb  said,  occupied  the  very  ground  which  was 
uken  in  Great  Britain  a  century  ago,  and  would 
certainly  produce  the  same  effects  here  as  they 
had  done  there,  if  like  causes  produce  like  effects. 
Show  me  the  nation,  said  he,  with  large  expen- 
ditures of  money,  large  taxes  to  support  it,  and  I 
will  show  you  a  people  who  have  no  substantial 
freedom,  whose  liberty  is  a  mere  phantom,  and 
has  no  substance  in  it.  Would  any  one  say  that 
the  liberties  of  the  people  of  Qreat  Britain  were 
not  as  well  secured  now  as  they  were  a  century 
ago  ?  Their  rights  exist  with  the  same  guaran- 
tees^ they  have  the  freedom  of  press  and  of 
speech :  why  then  do  we  say,  and  truly  say,  the 
people  of  Qreat  Britain  are  the  subjects  of  an  un- 
relenting tyranny?  Because  they  are  oppressed 
by  a  system  of  taxation,  taking  from  the  mouth  of 
labor  its  bread,  and  depressing  the  industry  of  the 
country.  Like  causes  would  produce  like  effects 
in  this  country.  Were  gentlemen  not  now  hunt- 
ing up  causes  of  alarm  as  motives  for  maintaining 
those  expensive  establishments  ?  Had  any  indi- 
vidual  in  the  House  proposed  to  reduce  the  na- 
tional expenditure?  He  had  expected  the  Finan- 
cial Committee  would  have  beffan  ijts  operations 
by  promising  to  lop  off  some  of  those  excrescences 


which  have  grown  up  out  of  the  necessity  of  the 
times.  There  is  not  a  tax  on^lhe  statute  book  for 
which,  Mr.  McK.  said,  he  did  not  vote ;  but  he 
did  so  to  meet  the  occasion  which  demanded 
them.  He  did  not  vote  for  taxes  or  for  Military 
Establishments  at  those  times  to  saddle  the  Amer- 
ican people  with  them  forever.  They  bad  now 
answered  the  occasion  for  which  it  was  said  they 
were  created,  and  he  was  for  repealing  them ; 
though  he  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, if  any  internal  tax  was  to  be  retained,  it 
ought  to  be  the  land  tax.  It  was  a  preferable  tax, 
because  it  comes  home  to  the  feelings  of  the  poor 
and  the  rich,  every  man  feels  it;  it  does  not  slip 
unnoticed  through  society.  But,  if  it  were  con- 
tinued, with  other  taxes,  unless  better  reasons 
were  assigned  for  them  than  had  been,  Mr.  McK. 
said  he  was  much  mistaken  if  gentlemen  would 
not  soon  hear  of  it  in  a  manner  infinitely  more 
authoritative  than  any  argument  he  could  urge. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  moved  that  the  Committee 
should  rise }  because,  he  said,  a  fact  had  fallen 
from  the  Speaker  (Mr.  Clat)  which  would  have 
much  weight  on  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
when  it  came  properly  before  them.  According 
to  the  genius  of  this  Qovernment,  none  of  its 
Ministers  had  seats  on  the  floor  of  this  House, 
and  consequently  those  members  become  the  me- 
dium of  communicating  its  sentiments  who  stand 
high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Executive.  Who 
should  stand  high  in  itsoonfidenceif  the  Speaker 
of  this  House  did  not  ?— and  he  had  made  a  dec- 
laration, with  a  view  to  influence  the  vote  of  the 
House,  on  a  money  bill  too,  involving  matter  of 
deep  and  high  import.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  did  not 
wish  that  the  opinion  and  influence  of  the  Speaker 
should  have  that  effect  on  the  deliberations  of  this 
House,  which  it  ought  not  to  have  in  case  the  nego- 
tiation, if  there  was  one  pending,  between  us  and 
Spain,  should  be  in  a  better  state  than  that  of 
which  the  gentleman  had  spoken.  If  such  were 
the  relations  between  us  and  Spain  as  he  bad  rep- 
resented, Mr.  R.  said  it  might  have,and  perhaps  he 
might  say,  ought  to  have,  considerable  weight  on 
the  great  questions  now  pending.  For  his  part, 
however,  Mr.  R.  said,  he,  like  the  gentleman  trom 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  McKbb.)  could  not  be  frightened 
with  the  raw  headund  bloody  bones  of  Old  Spain. 
He  believed  that  Qeneral  Andrew  Jackson  and 
the  Tennessee  militia  would  give  a  good  account 
of  all  the  Spaniards  who  will  ever  show  themselves 
west  of  the  Perdido,  and  their  red  brethren  the 
Creeks,  the  Choctaws,  and  Seminoles,  to  boot. 

[Here  Mr.  Clat  rose  to  explain,  and  Mr. 

Ranoolph  gave  way  for  the  purpiose.] 

Mr.  Clat  said  that,  when  up  before,  he  had  not 
said  nor  ii^imated,  nor  did  he  intend  to  be  under- 
stood, as  communicating  any  fact  which  the  Ex- 
ecutive was  in  possession  of  in  relation  to  the 
views  of  Spain.  He  had  had  no  conversation 
with  any  member  of  the  Administration  on  the 
subject.  He  alluded  to  a  rumor,  equally  he  pre- 
sumed, in  the  possession  of  the  gentleman  froih 
Virginia  as  of  himself;  he  had  heard  it  as  coming 
from  the  Minister  himself  at  a  public  entertain* 
ment.  *  Mr.  C.  denied  tiiat  he  bad  any  ralatioA 
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with  the  EzecutiTe,  the  Cabiaet,  or  aoy  of  in 
membcrsy  other  than  any  other  member  of  the 
Howe  had  or  might  have.  He  had  not  oow,  nor 
ever  ha4»  aay  other  relation.  Whilst  up,  if  the 
gentleman  wonid  petrait,  he  would  make  a  single 
remark  on  that  part  of  the  gentleman's  argument. 
The  gentleman  had  nhown^  by  the  latter  part  of 
hie  remarks,  that  this  motion  was  wholly  unne- 
oessary ;  for,  though  the  gentleman  had  eom« 
menced  by  saying  that  a  fact  had  been  eommani- 
cated  which  would  have  an  important  bearing 
on  the  question  before  the  Hoose,  he  had  ended 
by  sayipff  that,  if  the  &ct  wefe  true,  he  wenld 
trust  to  General  Jaokson  and  the  Tennessee  mi- 
litia to  drive  all  intruders  from  the  soil  t«  that 
quarter.  Mr.  C.  said  he  believed  the  bravery, 
the  heroism  of  those  citiaens  would  he  a  safe  re* 
liance  i  but  he  was  disposed,  if  necessary,  to  afford 
them  auxiliary  aid,  ^.^  without  drawing  too 
largely  on  their  patriotism. 

Mr.  RAnnoLPH  resumed  the  floor.  Although 
the  fact  communicated  by  .the  honorable  Speaker 
to  this  House  might  not  have  come  from  any  mem- 
iMrof  the  Cabinet,  nothing  could  be  more  natuial 
than  for  Mr.  R.  to  suppose  it  might ;  for,  he  said, 
when  he  was  intimate  with  the  members  of  the 
Cabinet,  he  had  been  let  into  their  secrets,  and 
perhaps  too  deeply  into  them.  Although  this 
rumor,  which  had  come,  as  the  honorable  Speaker 
had  told  them,  from  the  Spanish  Minister,  might 
not  have  any  influence  on  his  vote,  he  doubted 
whether  it  would  not  have  considerable  influence 
on  the  votes  of  other  gentlemen.  It  was  not 
logica^^n  the  fashionable  phrase  it  was  anon 
$tgmt9tr,  to  say,  that  because  the  rumor  did  not 
aneet  him,  it  might  not  afiect  the  opinions  of 
others ;  for  perhaps  the  honorable  Speaker  will 
allow,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  I  am  im|»ff^gnalile  to  argu* 
meats  of  such  a  nature.  With  respect  to  this 
tttDkor,  Mr.  R.  said  be  was  at  the  first  of  iL  He 
never  had  had  any  eommufkioation  with  any 
Minister,  domestie  or  foreign,  but  at  his  instaaee ; 
he  never  had)  nor  ever  would  he.  He  was  now, 
he  repealed,  at  the  first  of  this  rnmer.  Stated 
as  this  rumor  had  been,  was  it  no  cause  why  the 
Committee  should  rise?  He  thought  it  waa-<-he 
knew  that  the  Speaker  had  not  intimated  that  he 
bad  obtaioed  his  inA>rmation^  ftom  this  or  that 
source;  that,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  an  inference  of  his 
own-^but,  as  far  as  languace  can  oonvey  ideas, 
he  was  both  deaf  and  smpil  if  the  Speaker  had 
not  intimated  that  the  stale  of  our  relations  with 
Spain,  combined  with  the  reported  demand  of  the 
Spanish  Minister,  would  influence  bis  opiniDttett 
the  subject  before  the  Honse.  As  for  Sottth 
America,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  not  going  a  tilting 
for  thelihertiesof  the  people  of  Spanish  America— 
thef  came  not  to  our  aid-*-let  us  mind  our  own 
bOBiness ;  Jet  not  our  people  be  taxed  for  the  lib- 
erties of  the  people  of  Spanish  America.  Above 
all,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  did  not  mean  to  pour  out  the 
blood  and  treasure  of  his  constituents  for  the  sake 
of  the  people  of  Camccas  and  Mexico.  In  fact 
he  did  not  want  to  go  in  the  track  of  Aaron  Burr 
or  Jonathan  Dayton--he  did  not  want  any  of  the 
teifitoties  in  thct  region  by  conqttcst,  purchase, 


or  veluniary  cession.  If  they  established  an  in- 
dependent  government,  he  weald  maintain  with 
these  people,  as  with  all  other  nations,  the  relt** 
tions  of  p«ace  and  amity.  This  stru^le  for  lib- 
erty in  South  America,  Mr.  R.  said,  would  turn 
out  in  the  end  something  like  the  French  liberty, 
a  detestable  despotism,  x  ou  caaaot  make  liberty, 
he  said,  out  or  Spanish  matter — ^you  might  as 
well  try  to  build  a  seventr-four  out  of  pine  sap- 
lings. What  ideas,  he  asked,  had  the  Spaniards 
of  ratioaal  liberty  *,  of  the  trial  by  jury ;  of  the 
riffht  of  habeaa  corpus;  of  the  slow  preoess  by 
wnich  this  Honse  moves  and  acts  ?  None«HU», 
said  he,  none ;  expediency,  necessity,  the  previens 
question,  the  iiiquisitiott— these  were  among  the 
engines  belonging  to  their  ideas  of  government. 
The  honorable  Speaker  Mr.  R«  said,  had  told  the 
House  on  a  late  occasfoa,  that  he  saw  instaaees 
of  this  or  that  in  the  British  Honse  of  Commons ; 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  been  sent  on  a  late 
occasion  by  our  Governmeat  to  Europe — he  had 
been  near  the  field  of  Waterloo— Mr.  R.  said  he 
was  afraid,  the  gentleman  had  caoght  the  infee«> 
tion;  that  he  had  snoied  the  carnage— «nd  when 
a  man  once  catches  that  infection,  like  that  of 
ambition  or  avarice,  whether  taken  in  the  natarai 
way  or  by  inoculation,  the  consequences  nre  pet^ 
manent.  What !  said  Mr.  R.,  increase  our  stand- 
ing army  in  time  of  peace  on  the  suggestion  that 
we  are  to  go  on  a  crusade  in  South  America  1  Do 
I  not  understand  the  gentleman  1  [The  SpnaKsa 
here  intimated  a  negative  to  this  question.]  I 
am  sorry  I  do  not,  said  Mr.  R.  I  labor  under 
two  great  misfortune*— one  is,  that  I  can  never 
understand  the  honorable  Speaker ;  the  other  is, 
that  he  can  never  understand  me— on  such  terms 
an  argument  canaot  be  maintained  between  vs— 
therefore,  for  his  share^  Mr.  R.  said,  he  should 
put  an  end  te  it. 

Mr.  Clat  then  rose,  and  said,  that  he  did  net 
know  how  the  gentleman  could  possibly  Jumfc 
understood  him  as  desiring  to  augment  the  Army 
at  this  time,  or  as  desiring  to  undertake  a  crusade 
to  South  America?  [Mr.  R.  intimated  acroas 
the  House,  that  he  had  inferred  his  views,  and 
not  quoted  his  language.]  Mr.  C.  said  as  the 
question  was  for  the  Committee  to  rise,  he  was 
peeclttded  from  going  into  the  general  a^mcnt, 
which  he  deferred  tiU  a  proper  opportunity. 

Mr.  Calbodm  was  in  favor  or  the  motion  for 
the  Committee  to  rise;  becaase,  he  said^  this 
was  a  question  involving  momentous  considera* 
tions.  On  the  ways  and  means  depended  ereiy 
measufe  of  the  Oovernment.  On  the  deeistoa 
of  the  questions  now  before  the  Comaoittee  de- 
pended the  question  whether  a  Itbeial  and  enlight* 
ened  policy  shouhi  chaneterise  the  measures  of 
the  CrovernmeDL  Qentlemen  ought  therefore  to 
proceed  with  caution.  If  geniranen  were  of 
opinion  that  our  navy  ought  not  to  be  gradually 
improved ;  that  internal  improvements  should 
not  be  jMOsecuted ;  if  these  were  their  sentiments, 
they  were  right  in  desiring  to  abolish  all  taxes. 
If  they  theoght  otherwise,  it  was  absurd,  it  was 
preposterous  to  sav,  that  we  should  noiky  taxes 
on  the  people.    Mr*  C.  said  gentlemen  ought 


=1 


729 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRBSa 


7S0 


lA^tfARt,  ¥816* 


fitocMdHi^. 


H.ovR. 


ax 


aas 


nottbgffte  into  tli«  e^mtfacM  idM,  that  taxes 
wefe  so  nracti  none/  talcen  from  the  people; 
property  upplied,  the  iboti^  proceeding  from 
tares  nras  money  pdt  otit  to  the  best  possible  in- 
terest for  the  people.  He  tdshed,  he  said,  to  see 
the  natioii  free  from  external  danger  and  inter- 
aal  difficulty.  With  sucb  views,  he  coald  not 
see  the  expedite y  of  abolishing  the  system  of 
finance  established  witb  so  much  labor  and  dif- 
ficulty, it  was  a  sabject  which  ought  to  be  ap- 
proacbed  seriously  and  deliberately*  The  broad 
Question  was  lyow  before  the  House,  whether  (his 
dovemmettt  should  act  on  an  enlarged  policy ; 
whether  it  would  aratl  Itself  of  the  experiettee 
-of  th«  iast  war ;  whether  ft  would  be  benefitted 
%y  the  aaate  of  knowledge  ecqutred  wilhtn  the 
few  ktrt  y«»rs :  «r  whiether  we  skoirid  go  ott  ie 
the  oM  imbeeu^  a»ode,  eofrtrrbd^tig  by  ciur  mee- 
tmt^  fletlriiig  to  the  honor,  nothing  to  the  rep»- 
intioti  of  the  country.  Bach  womd  not  be  his 
cotftde.  He  beliered  this  great  peoplCi  daily  ac- 
quiring character  and  strength,  would  excite  the 
jealooav  of  foreign  Porwcrs.  He  had  no  hosrtility 
to  the  roWeir  to  Which  he  had  particular  Refer- 
ence;  but  he  had  a  friendship  for  his  own  coun- 
try, fie  thought  it  due  to  the  wisdom  of  its 
councils,  and  to  its  security^  that  it  should  be 
well  prepared  against  possible  assaults  from 
abroad.  If  danger  should  come,  we  shall  then 
be  ready  to  meet  ii«  If  ii  «ever  come,  we  shall 
derive  e  eefficieet  consolatioii  frenan  a  knowledge 
of  our  security.  In  this  view  of  the  magnttaie 
ef  tMs^ofie,  «sd  to  give  gentlemen  on  every  side 
«i  oppq^ftottlty  t>f  spiatki^  e>B  the  question  which 
is  now  dpened,  irhieb  h  to  deMde  wteilier  we 
aire  to  travel  downward,  or  to  raise  the  nation  to 
that  elevation  to  whidk  ft  eogbt  to  aspire,  be 
^oaid  rote  for  the  Committee's  riiring. 

Mr.  CiJkT  intimated  that,  uod^r  stmtlar  con- 
siderations, he  also  should  vote  for  the  Commit- 
tee to  rise. 

Mr.  LowNDee  elpr^ssed  his  wish  that  the 
Committee  should  not  rise ;  and  Mr.  Scboeant 
spoke  in  favor  of  its  rising  in  order  to  obtain 
some  official  information  which  he  deemed  ne- 
cessary to  a  correct  decision  of  the  qtte8tion 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  JoHif0O>ii,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  strongly 
against  the  Gomoiittee's  fittcig,  on  -aecoiiot  of 
the  great  time  already  cdnsumed  ih  debate  on 
other  topics,  the  ta|)id  progress  of  the  session, 
add  the  muttittide  of  topies  demnttdtti^  the  at- 
tention of  the  House,  ^.,  which  required  that 
less  time  shofrfd  be  doneUBi^  in  debate. 

Mr.  HWttDiN  said  he  wished  also  to  express  his 
■eutiuieuts  on  this  subject,  as  well  as  other  mem* 
hers,  who  had  perhaps  consumed  less  of  the  time 
of  the  House  in  debate  than  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  JoBifSdN.)  He  wished  to  know, 
he  said,  what  the  gentleman  •fVomBouth  Caro«» 
lina  meant  by  natiomd  glory?  Whether  he 
meant  by  it  Isrse  standing  ermies  and  navies, 
and  tens  of  mtllione  of  debt  and  taxee?  He 
wished  to  ascertain  these  and  other  tbings.  [The 
Chairman  here  reminded  Mr.  H.  that  the  ques- 
tion for  the  Committee  to  rise  did  not  admit  a 


debate  oa  the  merits  of  the  mala  question ;  and 
that  his  observations  were  not  in  order, j  Mr. 
H.  said,  being  a  new  member^  he  knew  little  of 
what  was  called  order  in  the  House,  and  did  not 
mean  to  violate  it ;  he  had  heard  a  great  deal 
aboat  it,  but  seen  very  little  oi  it  since  he  tbok 
his  seat.  He  ooocluded  by  saying  he  was  la 
fiivor  of  the  Committee^  rieing*  to  afford  an  op- 
portunity for  a  free  debate  on  the  sabject. 

The    Committee    rose,  and    the    Hoaae  ad- 
journed. 


Monday,  Jaoaary  22. 

Another  mfeiaber,  to  wit,  from  New  York, 
William  lavina,  appeared,  produced  his  eredbn- 
tials,  was  qiMiified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  TocxBit  preeeated  a  petitioa  of  tile  com« 
BMssioaers  appocated  at  a  meeting  i>f  sundry  iii- 
iiabitants  of  the  town  of  Aiczan&ia.  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colambia,  for  fhe  establiehment  of  a 
bank  in  said  town,  to  be  called  '<  The  Real  Bslale 
Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,"  praying  that  the 
said  bank  may  be  iaeocporated  by  an  act  of  Oon- 
giees.'^Referred  to  tbe  Conuaittee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  TvoKUif  itook  the  Committee  on  the  Dts- 
triet  of  Colombia,  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  the  Meohaaic  Relief  Society  of  Alexsfairk, 
praying  to  be  authorised  to  raise  utoaey  fay  lot- 
tery for  the  purposes  of  the  society.  Tbe  report 
reeommends,  on  the  ground  of  hostility  to  lot- 
teries, that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  not 
granted. 

This  report  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Lawis  and 
WaicfHT,  on  the  mmnd  of  justice  to  theDistrwt, 
the  people  of  wbicb,  they  contended,  ought,  in 
self^aefeoce,  agaibst  the  inundation  of  tickets 
from  other  States,  to  be  permitted  to  raise  mdaey 
for  pablic  purposes,  as  was  permitted  for  maay 
iniri>Oses  by  the  States.  To  this  aigoraent  Mr. 
TucKBa  replied,  that,  beiaff  under  tile 'eaavtction 
(as  no  do<lot  a  majority  or  the  House  was)  that 
lotteries  were  a  species  of  gambling  of  the  most 
extravagant  and  injurious  kind,  he  could  not  coa* 
sent  to  do  what  he  eeasidered  a  positive  evil  to 
prodttce  a  peasfUe  good^  and  therefore  ttid  not 
cidneider  the  argdannt  as  eif  any  fereeagaiiist  the 
rmrt,  i&«. 

Tbe^poft  Waftcvmrunnid  in  wkb^atatfivieion. 

Mr.  Tnoic-ER  reported  a  bill  to  aucbort^e  Ibe 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Potcrmat  Com- 
pany to  acquire  certain  lands  by  purchase,  and 
to  dispose  of  water  rights ;  wliich  Wa^  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowifnae,  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  is  committed  the 
bills  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  on  the  19th  instant,  were  discharged  from 
a  further  consideration  thereof,  and  they  were 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  aad 
Means  of  the  9ih  instant  upon  the  subject  of 
revenue. 

Mr.  Yancet,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
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made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Joho  T.  David ; 
which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  T.  David;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Yancey  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Joseph  WheatOD ;  which  was  read ;  wnen  Mr. 
Y.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wbea* 
ton ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 
.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  iostracted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  aothorizinff  the  officers  of  the 
land  office  for  the  district  of  Jefferson  Wile  to  ex- 
pose  to  public  sale,  at  the  said  land  office,  such 
tract  or  tracts  of  land  as  hare  or  may  become 
forfeited  to  the  United  States  for  nonpayment. 

On  [notion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Massachusetts, 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providiog  by  law  for  the  repairs  and  supporit  of 
piers  situated  in  the  harbor  of  Newburyport,  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbiobt,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  reduction  of  the  Army  as  directed  by  law, 
and  when  the  Peace  Bstablishment  was  com- 

Sleted ;  and  also,  whether  the  officers  of  the  Peace 
islablishment  retained  are  out  of  those  in  office 
during  the  war,  or  appointed  since  the  peace,  and 
report  the  list  of  officers,  if  any,  appointed  since 
the  peace,  that  are  retained,  and  the  State  or  Ter- 
ritory of  their  residence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Athbrton,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before  this 
House  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  the  valuation 
of  real  estate  and  slaves  in  the  several  States, 
made  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  the  22d  day  of  July, 
1813,  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct 
taxes,  s^iarately  designating  in  such  statement 
the  amount  of  the  valuation  of  the  buildings, 
lands,  and  slaves,  in  each  State. 

The  following  letter,  received  on  Saturday  by 
the  SpsAKSfi,  was  now  laid  by  him  before  the 
House: 

GsvaaAL  Post  Owntm,  Jan.  20,  1818. 

8ia:  Having  this  morning  hoard  that  rsports  ware 
in  circnlatiim  un&voiable  to  the  character  of  Uiis  De- 
partment, in  relation  to  its  fiscal  concerns,  I  respect" 
inllj  request  that  a  committee  of  the  faoaoiahle  House 
may  be  appointed  to  investigate  these  eonoems. 

RespecttttUj,  I  am  jonr  obedient  servant, 

R.  J.  MEIGS,  FoatnuuUr  General 

Hon.  HxKar  Cjlat,  Speaker  H.  R. 

The  letter  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

DUTIES  ON  MERCHANDISE. 

Mr.  LowNDBS  presented  to  the  Honse  a  letter 
from  the  Secretarjr  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  con- 
taining an  estimate  of  the  whole  amount  of  du- 
ties on  merchandise  which  accrued  in  the  year 
1815.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  upon  the  subject  of  revenue. 

The  letter  is  as  follows : 


TaBASvav  DavABvmaNT,  Jmu  SO,  1818. 

Sia :  I  have  received  your  note,  reqnesting  a  state* 
ment  of  the  whole  amoont  of  bonds  given  for  duties 
on  importations  whidi  seemed  in  1815.  The  portion 
of  the  duties  on  merchandise  imported,  for  which  no 
bonds  are  given,  is  probably  not  more  than  one  per 
cent  of  the  whole  amount,  and  cannot,  without  diffi- 
culty, be  distinguiahed  fiom  that  porUon  for  which 
bonds  are  given.  It  is  so  small  that  I  have  not  thongltt 
it  necessary  to  make  any  separate  estimate  of  it,  and 
shall,  therefore,  give  in  answer  to  yonr  note  an  esti- 
mate of  the  whole  amount  of  duties  on  merchandlie 
imported,  which  aooraed  in  the  year  1816. 

The  estimate  contained  in  the  annual  report  was 
made  in  the  month  of  November,  before  zetnma  for 
any  part  of  the  ftvrth  quarter  of  the  veer,  ezeepi  from 
the  smallest  and  most  inooasidetaMe  districts,  had 
been  received,  and  before  the  large  importatioos  of 
that  quarter  were  known  at  the  Treasury  to  have 
taken  place.  At  the  present  moment  the  returns  from 
the  larger  districts,  for  the  third  quarter  of  the  year, 
are  not  complete,  and  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  the 
year  are  still  more  deficient.  The  great  pressure  of 
business  in  the  castom-house  has,  doubtless  occasioned 
this  unusual  delay.  The  consequence  is,  that  it  is 
only  for  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  the  year  1815, 
that  a  correct  statement  can  be  given.  For  the  third 
quarter  an  estimate  can  be  given  nearly  correct;  but 
for  the  fourth  quarter  it  can  be  formed  only  by  com- 
parison with  the  preceding,  the  returns  of  bonds  taken 
being  deficient  from  some  of  the  most  considersMe 
districts  for  the  vrhole  quarter,  and  from  nearly  all  the 
meet  considerable  districts  for  the  two  last  months  of 
the  quarter. 

After  making  this  ezpianatiDn,  I  have  to  stale,  that 
the  amount  of  dottes  on  merchandiee^  imported  daring 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1815,  amounted  U>— 

$862,845  %7 
And  daring  the  second  quarter  of  the 

same  year  to  -  .  -  -  -  -  10,434,975  66 
From  the  returns  received,  it  is  believed 

that  the  duties  for  the  third  qusrter 

of  the  year  will  somewhat  exceed 

those  for  the  second.  They  are,  there- 
fore, estimated  at    -        -        -        -  10,700,000  00 
The  returns  for  the  fourth  quarter  are  so 

imperfect  as  to  afford  little  or  no 

means  of  estimating  the  total  amount. 

It  is  known  generslly  that  the  impor- 
tations in  the  month  of  November 

were  Isrge,  and  that  in  the  months 

of  October  and  December  they  were 

less  eonsiderable.   It  is  supposed  that 

for  the  whole  quarter  the  unties  will 

equal  dioae  of  the  third  quarter,  say  10,700,000  00 

Bstimated  amount  of  dutise  on  mer- 
chandise imported  during  the  whole 
year 38,897,190  83 


The  tonnage  duties,  light  money,  and 
duties  on  passpmis  and  clearances 
amounted,  during  the  first  and  sec- 
ond quarters  of  Uie  year  1315  to 

Daring  the  third  and  fourth  quarters,  as 
fower  foreign  vessels  were  employed 
in  onr  commerce,  these  branchee  will 
be  proportionally  less  prodactive^  and 
are  esUmalsd  at      -       -       -       - 


351,136  90 


300,000  00 
5(1,186  99 
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€hoM  procteda  of  the  onttomt,  as  eiti- 
matod  Ibr  tha  year  1815 


70,374  41 


88,M8,tt7  8S 


The  drawbaeks,  boantiei,  aUowanees, 

and  azpenaea  of  collection,  are  to  be 

deducted  from  this  aum  in  order  to 

aaoeitain  te  net  amonnt  which  will 

be  receiTable  into  the  Treaeaiy. 
The  debentorea  for  drawbacfca  iamed 

during  the  firrt  qoarter  of  the  year 

1816,  amoonted  to  -       « 
And  during  the  second  quarter  of  that 

year,  to 323,086  39 

During  that  period  the  re-exportations 

were  very  small,  compared  with  those 

which  took  place  during  the  third  and 

fourth  qaarters. 
As  the  markets  became  glutted  with 

foreign   merchandise,  the  quantity 

sent  abroad  for  better  prices  would 

naturaUy  increase.  It  is  bdiered  that 

die  drawback  on  the  portions  thus 

re-exported,  during  the  thnd  and 

fourth  quarters  of  1816,  will  amount 

to  the  sum  of-        ....    8,600,00000 
The  bounties  and  allowanoaa  actually 

payable  during  the  year  1816,  will 

be  small,  probably  not  exceeding  100,000  00 

The  expenses  of  ooUeetton  will  be  aug- 
mented by  the  coat  of  several  new 

revenue  euttara,  to  replaee  thoee  lost 

during  the  war.    The  whole  amount 

may  be  estimated  at        •        •        -       900,000  00 


4,899,860  80 


And  will  leave  for  the  net  amount  of 
the  revenue  of  customs,  accruing  in 
^the  year  1816,  the  sum  of       -        -  38,848,897  OS 


This  exceeds  the  sum  stated  in  the  annual  report 
by  an  amount  of  $8,348,897  03 ;  an  ezceas  produced 
by  the  extraordinary  importations  during  the  fourth 
quarter  of  the  year,  beyond  what  had  been  antici- 
pated; and  in  relation  to  which  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  remark,  that,  as  thoee  importations  have  sur- 
charged the  market  with  many  articles,  a  proportionate 
dinunution  in  the  Imuoitation  of  thoee  articles,  and 
eonaequently  of  the  dutiee  upon  audi  importations 
during  the  ensuing  year  may  be  expected. 

It  ought  alee  to  be  obeerv^,  that  this  exeses  will  be 
wholly  abaoibed  by  the  defid^  as  stated  in  the  annual 
icport  of  the  moneys  receivable  into  the  Treasury  dur^ 
ing  the  year  1810;  and,  indeed,  will  be  insuffident  to 
meet  the  whole  of  that  deficit.  But  it  will  relieve  the 
Treasury  firom  the  necessity  of  borrowing  mon^,  or 
of  issuing  Treasuiy  notes,  or  of  leaving  Treasuxy 
notes  already  issued  in  circulation,  for  making  good 
that  defidt  to  an  extent  equal  to  the  sum  of  $8,848,897 
08,  above  stated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfhlly,  Ac, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  WiuiAK  Lowirnxs,  Chairman,  4*^. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  upon  the  subject  of 
revenue;  as  else  on  the  bill  '*  to  continae  in  force 


the  act  for  imposing  additional  duties  upon  all 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  importca  from 
any  foreign  port  or  place ;"  also,  on  the  bill  "  to 
continue  in  force  the  act  laying  a  duty  on  im* 
ported  salt,  graoting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish,  ez« 
ported,  an^  allowances  to  certain  Teasels  em* 
ployed  in  the  fisheries;"  also,  on  the  bill  *^  to  repeal 
so  much  of  the  act  poesed  on  the  23d  of  Decern* 
ber,  1814,  aa  imposes  additional  duties  on  post- 
age;*' also,  on  the  bill  'Uo  continoe  in  force  cer- 
tain acts  therein  mentioned;"  and  on  aandry 
petitions. 

The  bill  for  continuing  the  present  rates  of  da- 
ties  (that  is,  what  are  commonly  called  the  doable 
daties)  to  the  30tb  day  of  Jane  next,  was  first 
taken  ap ;  and  having  been  read- 
Mr.  LowNDBs  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  thereto  a  new  section,  enacting,  that  from 
and  after  the  30th  June  next,  there  shall  be  laid, 
levied,  and  coUectedJn  the  manner  now  propoeed 
by  law  for  the  eollectioa  of  daties  on  foreign 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  forty-two  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  of  daties  then  existing,  until 
a  new  tariflf  of  duties  shall  be  established  by  law. 

Mr.  Clat,  (Speaker,)  desirous  to  increase  this 
rate  of  duty,  in  order  to  allow  the  diminution  of 
the  direct  tax.  when  that  question  should  come  up, 
moved  to  strike  out  of  this  seotion  the  words  forty- 
two,  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  fifty  per  cent,—- 
which  addition  of  eight  per  cent,  to  the  proposed 
amount,  he  calculated,  would  produce  an  addi- 
tional.million  of  dollars  to  the  revenue,  and  allow 
a  diminution  by  so  much  of  the  amount  of  the 
proposed  direct  tax. 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  this  motion ; 
in  the  course  of  which  the  comparative  expense 
of  the  mode  of  collection  of  this  amount  of  tax 
In  one  way  or  the  other  was  discussed. 

The  motion  was  opposed  on  the  principle  of 
preference  of  the  direct  tax,  in  its  proposed  ex- 
tent, to  increasing  the  duties  on  imports,  by 
Messrs.  Lowndes,  Sebgbant,  Huoir,  and  Mil- 
nor;  and  supported  on  the  opposite  ground  by 
Messrs.  Clat  and  Desha. 

Mr.  Clay's  motion  was  negatived,  80  to  64. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  sec- 
tion proposed  by  Mf.  Lowndes,  the  words  refer- 
ring to  a  new  tariff  to  be  established,  considering 
them  as  mere  surplusage;  in  which  view  he  was 
supported  by  Mr.  Goldsborouoh.  The  motion 
was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Lowndes,  who  vindi- 
cated them  on  the  ground  of  their  holding  forth 
to  those  concerned  an  indication  that  these  daties 
were  not  to  be  permanent,  but  limited  in  their 
continuance.  The  motion  was  negatived  by  a 
large  majority. 

The  question  on  adding  the  new  section  (above 
described)  was  decided  in  the  affirmative— jeas85. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Throop,  a  new  section  was 
added  to  the  bill,  calculated  to  give  greater  secu- 
rity to  the  collection  of  the  duties  established  bv 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Reed  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  that 
the  rate  of  duties  proposed  to  be  established  to 
take  effect  after  the  30th  June,  shall  take  effect 
from  and  after  the  18th  day  of  February  next. 
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This  motion  vna  negAtived  bf  a  coasiderablc 


"tt 


'he  bill  for  eoDtiniitng  the  du^  of  twenty 
cents  per  busfael  on  salt  was  then  tasen  np. 

Mr.  RAH0OLPH  moved  to  strike  out  a  vital  part 
of  the  bill ;  which  was,  in  effect,  a  motion  to  re- 
ject it. 

This  mottCAi  was  sapported  with  much  earnest- 
ness by  Messrs.  Wright,  Piokbns,  Jbwitt,  Rar- 
noLPH,  and  STANFoan,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
PfOKBHiHO  and  HAamii. 

The  debate,  so  far  as  it  applied  to  the  qaestion 
aetually  before  tiie  House,  embraced  the  aigu- 
raents  which  have  been  repeatedly  urged  on  the 
floor  of  Congress  jpro  and  con,  fhis  tax. 

The  motion  to  destroy  the  btll  was  motived. 

Mr.  Ramdolpb  then  made  three  soooessive  at- 
tempts to  amend  the  bill :  1st,  so  as  to  limit  its 
daration  to  one  rear;  2d,  so  as  to  reduce  it  to  the 
old  rate  of  twerre  and  a  half  eeats  per  boshel ; 
3d,  so  as  to  add  to  the  bill  a  proTision  for  an  ad- 
ditional duty  <^  Are  eciits  per  imshel  on  imported 
eoal,  with  a  view  to  eooourage  the  home  tiade  in 
that  at  tide. 

These  sevcml  motions  were  sttftoorted  by  Mr. 
Raxdolfh,  but  all  rsjecied ;  the  first  by  a  vote 
of  70  to  46,  this  others  by  oonsidemble  majorities. 

The  Commitise  then  rose  and  reported  the  faiUs 
to  the  House ;  and  bad  leave  to  report  to  sit  again 
upon  the  remainder  of  the  snbjeetsabove  specified. 


TusaBAY,  January  23. 

Mr.  SouTBARo  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
fneholders  and  inaabitaBts  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,prayiQg  for  the  esubiishmeat  of  a  National 
Bank. 

Mr.  Jaokbom  presented  a  petition  of  Robert 
Lowe  Stobie,  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted 
to  take  out  a  patent  for  a  ship's  rodder,  and  a 
pump  for  extracting  foul  air  from  the  holds  of 
vessels,  of  which  he  is  the  inventor^  as  at  present 
be  is  unable  to  do  so,  because  of  his  not  beii^  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  Statea"— Referred  toMesvs. 
Jaorson,  Ross,  and  Warb  cf  Massachusetts. 

Ordmd^  That  the  letter  from  William  Lam- 
bert, with  abstracts  of  caleolations  relative  to  the 
establishment  of  a  first  meridian  at  the  Seat  of 
the  General  Government,  received  on  the  Hth 
uk. ',  together  with  the  meaMrial  of  theaaid  Lam- 
bert heretofore  presemed,  and  the  accompanying 
papers  upon  the  aobjeet  of  the  establishment  of  a 
first  meridian,  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Nblbon  of 
Virginia,  Mioblbtoh,  Randolpb,  Pitkin,  and 
laviifo  of  New  York, 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  Viiginia,  praying  that 
the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Alexandria  may  be  in- 
corporated by  Conies. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 
.  Mr.  Nblson ,  of  "Virginia,  presented  a  petition 
of  William  Tatham,  setting  forth  the  services  he 
has  rendered  the  nation  in  laying  the  foundation 
of  a  topographical  establishment,  and  praying 
that  justice  and  equity  may  be  administered  in 
his  case,  that  hu  materials  may  be  purchased  at 


a  fair  price,  and  that  his  icmaiaiag  years  and  <ax* 
periBnoe  may  be  emploved  in  such  |MBrsm  ts  as  ihe 
President  may  direct  tor  the  public  good. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  RoBBRTSoai,  Irom  the  Commiiiee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
^  confirming  to  the  Navigation  Company  at  New 
Orleans  the  use  and  possession  of  a  iotio  the  said 
city,"  without  amendment;  and  the  bill  wwecevi- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  die  Whole. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  cm  the  fwtition  ef 
the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  pre- 
sented on  the  29th  December  last,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  fractiooal  sections  of  land;  which  was 
read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Betolvedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Chappsu^  from  the  CommiUee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  a  report 
on  the  petition  of  Matthew  and  Elisabeth  Rox- 
burgh; which  was  read;  wien  Mr.  C  leponed 
a  hill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Alaiaader 
Roxburgh ;  wkich  wan  rend  twiee,  aad  comaait- 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  for  the  District  of  Cdambia 
were  discharged  from  a  forther  oonsidemtiott  of 
that  part  of  the  petition  of  Captain  David  Forter, 
which  relates  re  the  praelioabillty  and  probable 
advantage  to  the  United  Slates  cf  the  horse  ma- 
rine battery,  proposed  to  be  erected  by  him ;  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aflairs. 

Mr.  Lanodon,  from  a  select  committee,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Moses  Turner;  which 
was  read ;  when  Mr.  L.  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Moses  Turner ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Peter  B.  Porter,  informing  that  he  has  traos- 
mitted  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  New 
Tork,  a  resij^natioa  of  his  seat  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  as  oae  of  the  members  for  the 
State  of  New  York. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Cohbtock,  the  CooMituee 
on  Peasiaas  tad  Revolutionary  Qaima  wcse  in- 
structed to  ia^atie  into  the  propnety  cf  Bniea 
iating  the  peosKma  of  the  iavaiio  soldiers  of  the 
lane  war,  Arom  the  time  at  which  tfaa  disability  of 
such  s(Miers  was  respeefivaly  ineupred,  wr  nmsh 
soldiers  were  dischai^d  from  the  Anny  ia  eo»- 
seouenee  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WaitbovER,  the  Comnriitee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufocturers  were  instructed 
to  inqtiire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by 
law,  more  effectually  to  prevent  the  introductioa 
and  use  of  false  invoices  for  goods  imported  into 
the  United  States  from  foreign  ports. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lswia,  the  Comauttee  for 
the  Districtof  Columbia  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  equalizing  the  laws  re- 
specting the  removal  of  slaves  from  the  State  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  into  the  District  of  Co* 
lumbia. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
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that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  *'  aothorizing 
the  sale  of  a  lot  of  ^roand  belonging  to  the  Uoi- 
ted  States,  sit^iated  m  the  town  of  KnoxTille,  io 
the  State  of  Tenoessee,''  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  Hoase. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  Hoase  resumed  the  eoosideratton  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for 
imposing  additional  duties  upon  all  gooda,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  from  aiy  foreign  port 
or  place ;  and  the  said  amendments  being  again 
lead,  the  first  thereof  was  eoaeurred  in  by  the 
House. 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  ooncnr  in  the 
second  amendment,  which  proposes  to  insert  the 
following  section  a^  the  second  in  the  bitl : 

««8xc.8.  Andbeitfuriherenaetedf  That,  from  and 
,  after  the  30th  day  of  Jane  next,  there  shall  bo  laid, 
levied,  and  ooUeoted,  in  the  manner  now  preseribed  by 
law,  for  the  ctrflectkm  of  duties  oo  foreign  goods,  wares, 
ind  mereiiaBdiae,  the  sum  of  42  perosBt.  on  the  aaMmnt 
of  the  dntiss  which  shall  then  exist  on  fgreign  goods, 
waies,  and  merchandise,  until  a  new  taiiffof  duties 
shall  be  established  by  law." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  GhioevBNOH  to  amend 
the  said  amendment,  by  striking  out  these  words: 
''anew  tariff  of  duties  shall  be  established  by 
kw,''  and  inserting  "^the  first  day  of  February, 
1817,  unless  a  new  tariff  of  duties  shall,  before  thai 
time,  be  esublished  by  law." 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  QBoaYBNOR, 
opposed  by  Mr.  Lownoes,  and  negati7ed-*ayes 
57,  noes  87. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Dssba,  to 
amend  the  said  amendment,  by  striking  out  the 
words  **  forty*t wo,"  and  inserting  ^  fifty ;"  and  the 
question  being  taken,  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative—yeas 68,  nays  80,  as  follows: 

TsAs— Means.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Baker,  Baswtt, 
Bennett,  Birdsall,  Blount,  Brooks,  Bryan,  Bumside, 
Borwell,  Caldwell,  Caanott,  Chipraan,  (Marke  of  North 
Carolina,  Clapton,  Condfet,  Cie^hteo,  Dailington, 
Besha,  Forney,  Hahn,  fiall,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Heislsr, 
Henderson,  Hnibert,  Ingham,  Jackaon,  iehnaon  of 
Yiigtnia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Ken  of  Virgmia,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Love^  LumpUn*  Lyle,  l^on,  Ma- 
eby,  Mayrant,  McQoy,  McKec^  McLean  of  Kentucky^ 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Piuris,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Roane,  Root,  Savage^  Sharpe, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Taul,  Thomas,  Town^ 
send,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  York,  Wheaton,  White- 
side, WiUiams,  WiUoughby,  William  Wilson,  and 
Yancey. 

NAf  s — Messrs.  Archer,  Atherton,  Bateman,  Bay- 
lies, Betts,  Birds^e,  Boas,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge, 
Brigham,  Cady,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clayton,  Clenden- 
ntn,  CoflCkstock,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Da- 
venport, Forsytii,  Gaston,  Gold,  Griffin,  Groevenor, 
Hale,  Hanson,  Hopkinson,  Huger,  Irwin  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania,  Jewett,  Kent,  King  of  Massaehusetts,  Lang- 
don,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Middleton,  Milk, 
Moffit,  Moore  of  South  Carolina,  Moseley,  Mnrfree, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Noyes,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Pleasants,  Reed,  Race,  Robertson,  Roes,  Ruggles,  Ser- 
geant, Schenek,  Sh^by,  8lanfeid,  Strong,  Stoait, 

14th  Con.  Ist  Sxss.— 24 


Stnrges,  Taggart,  TaBmadge^  Tate^  Taylor  of  New 
York,  Taylor  of  Soutii  Carolina,  TeUUr,  Throop» 
Vose,  Ward  of  Massachnsetts,  Wendover,  Wilcox, 
WUde,  WUkm,  Thomas  WUson,  Woodward,  Wrighl^ 
and  Yataa. 

Mr.  Rain  renewed  the  motion  he  made  yester^ 
day,  as  stated  before ;  which  motion  was  again 
ncffatived. 

The  amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  having  been  aji^reed  to,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  continuing  the  duty  on  imported 
salt,  was  neit  taken  up.  An  amendment  waa 
prooosed,  by  Mr.  Bbioham,  to  eommute  the  duty 
to  nfteen  cents  on  every  fifty*siz  pounds  of  salt, 
bat  was  negatived.  The  bill  was  then  ordered 
to  he  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  revenue  sobjeet. 

The  bill  first  takeu  up,  was  the  bill  to  continue 
io  foree  the  acts  therein  mentioned,  being  those 
embraeing  the  duties  which  the  House  had  d»* 
termined  by  resolution  to  coatioue,  viz :  the  duty 
on  sumps,  and  that  on  sugar  refined  withia  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  BoRwaiDB  moved  to  aoaend  the  bill  in  that 
part  embraeing  the  continuation  of  the  duty  on 
stamps,  so  as  to  exempt  from^  uzatlon  diaeoodt^ 
notes  and  bilU  of  exchange.'  Thb  motion  was 
supported  by  Messrs.  BDRMaiDB  and  MiLMOit,  op* 
poeed  by  Mr.  Inoham,  and  negatived  by  a  large 
majority. 

The  other  bill,  for  repealing  so  much  of  aa  act 
laying  certain  duties  aa  relates  to  the  additional 
duties  on  posuge,  was  next  taken  up.  A  propo* 
sition  was  made  to  amend  the  bill,  by  Mr.  Waro, 
so  as  to  include  a  modification  of  the  duty  on 
sales  at  aoetion ;  whieh  was  nmtived. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bills 
to  the  House. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  continue  the  double  du- 
ties on  imports,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
without  a  divisoft. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  bill  laying  a 
duty  on  imported  salt,  was  read  a  third  time. 
The  yeas  and  nays  on  its  passaffo  having  been 
required  by  Mr.  STAiiroRD--«  debate  arose  on 
iu  passage,  whieh  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  RoeS| 
Starforo,  RARooLrBi  BaieBAif,  and  C.  Kir«» 

The  opposition  to  the  bill  was  on  various 
grounds,  but  the  debate  turned  prineinally  on  the 
liability  to  abuse  of  the  privilm  of  orawbaek  te 
thoae  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries.  The  tax 
was  also  opposed  as  oppressivoi  end  as  being  oao 
of  the  war  taxes,  whieh  it  was  laid  ought  not  to 
be  continued.  The  field  of  debate  was  entirely 
rellvqutsbed  to  the  opponents  of  the  bill,  exeepi 
by  those  who  defended  the  bo«nty  to  fisher* 
men,  dtc. 

Mr.  Stahford  declared  that  he  considered  it 
the  most  iniquitously  unequal  tax  that  ever  was 
imposed.  The  Western  country,  he  said,  paid 
nooe;  and  ooe  State  paid  nearly  one  buadred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  while  the  whole  pro- 
duce of  the  tax  was  fixed  at  five  hundred  thou- 
sand ;  so  that  that  one  Bute  paid  almost  a  third 
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of  the  whole  tsx ;  and,  in  the  fishing  countries, 
tbey  smuggled  the  salt  thejr  used,  and  yet  re« 
ceiTed  a  drawback  or  bounty  equal  to  iheamount 
of  the  tax  upon  it# 

Mr.  PicKBRiNO  said,  the  gentleman  from  Caro* 
lina  labored  under  a  mistake.  He  wished  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  produce  his  evidence 
of  the  charge.  Smuggling  salt  was,  from  the 
very  nature  of  the  thing,  so  improbable  that  the 
idea  of  it  was  ridiculous.  The  fishing  vessels 
were  small,  and  the  owners  knew  what  salt  was 
required,  and  took  enough  to  sea  to  cure  their 
fish ;  they  were  not  so  foolish  as  to  depend  upon 
a  precarious  sopplv — none  of  them  would  run  the 
risk  of  defeating  their  voyage,  by  going  out  upon 
the  bare  chance  a(  meeting  a  vessel  from  abroad 
laden  with  salt*  He  said  that  every  encourage' 
meot  was  now,  more  than  ever,  necessary  to  fish- 
ermen ;  the  town  of  Marblehead  was  almost  de* 
stroyed  by  the  effectrof  the  war.  A  hundred 
fishing  vessels  sailed  out  of  it,  carrying  about  a 
thousand  men,  before  the  war;  but  now  there 
were  but  thirty*three;  at  the  same  time  the  peo- 
ple were  so  impoverished  that  the^  were  not  able 
to  build  vessels,  and  their  right  to  fish  on  the  coast 
of  Labrador,  Newfoundland,  and  the  Quif  of  St. 
Lawrence,  was  taken  from  them  in  consequence 
of  the  war. 

Mr*  Randolph  said,  it  was  stated  by  a  late  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  that  the  allowance  paid 
Co  the  fisheries  in  lieu  of  drawback,  surpassed  the 
duty  accruing  from  the  tax  upon  the  salt  tbey 
used ;  the  reason  was,  that  the  fishermen  received 
salt  from  vessels  at  sea,  and  sold  their  drawback 
debentures  to  purchase  rum  and  other  articles. 
He  went  mtich  at  length  into  this  abuse,  an  ac- 
count of  which  he  had  received  that  very  morn- 
ing, from  a  very  respectable  and  intelligent  in- 
formant. 

Mr.  Reed  observed,  he  rose  principally  to  cor- 
rect some  errors  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  f  Mr.  Stanpord.)  and  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ran- 
ooLPR,)  had  fallen  into,  in  relation  to  the  draw- 
back on  the  salt  duty,  allowed  to  persons  engaged 
is  the  fisheries. 

I  approve,  said  he,  of  the  bill  now  under  dis- 
enasioo,  and  hope  I  may  be  indulged  a  few  min- 
utes in  offering  some  reasons  in  favor  of  the  vote 
I  shall  give. 

We  are  deeply  in  debt,  and  need  considerable 
amount  of  revenue  to  meet  our  engagements 
and  support  our  credit.  From  what  sources  shall 
we  obtain  the  revenue  we  need?  A  duty  on 
salt  was  imposed  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Administration  of  Wabbinoton,  and  was  twice 
increased  during  the  first  nioe  years  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government.  This  duty  was  continued  un- 
til 1806.  Can  we  have  a  stronger  expression  of 
the  opinion  of  former  legislatures  on  the  subject  ? 

It  is  true  the  salt  tax  falls  on  all  clHsses  of 
men,  but  it  is  also  true  (with  the  provisions  of 
this  bill)  it  oppresses  none. 

It  is  a  tax  which  onerates,  in  many  respects, 
justly.  Salt  is  so  bulky,  and  comparative! v  of 
ao  small  value,  that  it  cannot  be  smuggled.  The 


honest  man  pays  no  more  than  the  dishonest  and 
dishonorable.  But  we  have  been  informed  by  an 
honorable  gentleman  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Jbw- 
ETT,)  that  salt  is  smuggled  into  Vermont  from 
Canada,  and  he  mentions  the  fact  as  a  reason 
against  imposing  a  duty  on  salt. 

Sir,  to  me,  this  information  was  truly  surpri- 
sing. I  never  before  heard  of  smuggling  salt.  If 
the  information  be  correct,  and  it  comes  from 
such  a  source  that  I  do  not  doubt  it,  on  what 
article  of  importation  shall  we  impose  a  tax  1  I 
have  long  been  of  opinion  that  the  great  difficul- 
ty in  smuggling  salt,  and  evading  the  duty,  wis 
a  sound  reason  for  imposing  it,  and  so  far  from 
being  persuaded  to  change  my  opinion  by  the 
statement  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  I  am  more 
than  ever  conviaeed  of  the  expediency  of  tbe 
duty.  No  doubt,  great  changes  have  of  late 
taken  place  in  this  country,  in  relation  to  the 
payment  of  duties.  I  fear  many  are  not  inflo-  , 
enced  by  thoae  honorable  and  honest  principles 
which  ouffht  to  govern  any  man.  If  we  cannot 
collect  a  duty  on  salt,  on  aeeooat  of  srooggling, 
on  what.  I  ask  gentlemen,  can  we  collect  reve- 
nue? Can  we  colleet  it  from  a  duty  on  silks 
and  broadcloth^,?  Can  we  collect  it  from  valua* 
ble  goods  of  small  bulk  ? 

But  tbe  bill  is  opposed  because  it  operates  un- 
equally. The  lead  tax  is  probably  most  equal  in 
its  operation,  yet  many  gentlemen,  perhaps  a 
majority,  are  dissstisfitd  with  it.  I  beg  gentle- 
men who  complain  of  the  inequality  of  this  doty, 
to  examine  for  a  moment  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Trea^ury,  as  it  respects  the  com- 
parative amount  of  the  internal  duties  paid  by 
different  Sutes.  I  hold  the  report  in  my  hand. 
The  Slate  of  Massachusetts  paid  of  the  carriage 
tax  $33,995  S4 ;  Vermont  paid  of  the  same  tax 
$2,890  24.  The  whole  tax  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  $225,178  47.  Massachusetts  paid  of  the 
auction  ux  $35,350  04;  Vermont  paid  $14  25; 
New  Hampshire  paid  $776  67;  North  Carolina 
paid  $1,237  62;  Virginia  paid  $4,079  37.  I  will 
proceed  no  .further.  It  must  be  manifest  to  all, 
that  any  one  of  the  above  taxes  operates  extreme- 
ly uneonal.  Some  press  harder  oa  one  place  and 
class  of  people,  and  some  on  another.  We  ought 
as  far  as  possible  so  to  impose  taxes  as  to  operate 
equally  on  all,  and  oppressively  on  none.  The 
high  price  of  salt  in  some  places  is  not  owing  to 
the  duty,  but  to  the  expense  of  transportation. 

It  has  been  observed  by  some  gentlemen  in  the 
course  of  this  debate,  that  the  inhabitants  on  the 
seacoast  pay  much  heavier  taxes  than  those  iii 
the  interior  of  the  country.  Most  of  such  ner- 
^ons  are  seamen^  or  engaged  in  commerce.  They 
cannot  raise  their  own  wool  and  flax,  and  manu- 
facture their  own  clothes,  nor  can  they  live  al- 
most wholly  on  the  produce  of  their  farms.  Tbey 
live  principally  on  imported  articles,  as  coffee^ 
tea,  sugar,  molasses,  d^c,  which,  can  hardly  be 
dispensed  with  at  sea.  From  their  situation  and 
circumst.inces,  therefore,  they  u^e  much  more  of 
foreign  and  imported  articles  than  those  who  lire 
in  the  interior  of  the  country  on  farm«,  and  they 
of  conrse  pay  much  more  of  tlte  double  dutlea. 
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Some  geDllemea  seem  to  speak  as  if  salt  were 
the  ooly  necessary  of  life,  and  the  salt  duty  the 
only  tax  felt  by  the  poor.  Thifi,  I  think,  a  mis- 
take. Most  of  the  laxps  imposed  fall  on  the  poor 
as  well  as  the  rich.  The  poor  mast  he  fed  and 
cJothed.  They  will  use  many  imported  articles 
which  we  may  consider  necessaries ;  on  all  these 
articles  heavy  duties  are  imposed. 

Sir,  notwithstanding  all  I  hare  heard  against 
manufacturers,  in  my  opinion  they  merit  oar  at- 
tention. I  would  not  encouraffe  them  to  the  in- 
jury of  any  other  interest.  We  ought  to  consult 
the  real  interest  of  all— of  the  farmer  or  planter 
—of  the  mechanic  or  roanufactnrer — and  of  the 
merchant.  What  was  the  situation  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes  and  of  New  England  during  the  Rev- 
olutionary war  ?  Did  not  the  inhabitanu  of  this 
country,  at  that  time,  suffer  for  the  want  of  many 
oeeeasary  manufactories?  The  price  of  salt  at 
that  time  io  New  Bnfflaod,  on  the  seaeoast,  was 
four  or  five  dollars.  After  the  duty  on  salt  was 
imposed  and  continued  a  number  of  years,  some 
of  our  citizens,  believins  the  duty  would  be  con- 
tinued, erected  salt-works,  at  great  labor  and  ex- 
pense, vats  and  covers  to  make  salt  or  sea  water 
by  evaporation.  It  has  been  considered  as  a 
manufactory  highly  useful.  It  has  been  encour- 
aged by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  and, 
no  doubt,  all  purchasers  have  derived  an  advan- 
tage from  the  competition  and  consequent  reduc- 
tion of  the  price  of  salt.  When  the  law  impo- 
sing a  duty  on  salt  was  repealed,  in  1806,  the 
manufacturers  suffered  extremely*  What  has 
been  the  effect  of  the  aalt  manufactories  during 
the  late  war  in  Massachusetts  ?  Salt  has  been 
sold  in  their  neighborhood  for  less  than  one  dol- 
lar per  bushel.  Similar  salt-works  may  be  erect- 
ed almost  anywhere,  where  there  is  salt  water. 
Some  who  complain  of  the  salt  duty  have  prob- 
ably derived  an  advaataffe  already  from  the 
manufactory,  greater  than  all  the  duty  they  have 
ever  paid. 

The  amount  of  drawback,  mentioned  by  the 
honorable  ffentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
STANFoaDl)  paid  some  years  ago,  probably  in- 
cludes the  drawback  then  allowed  on  salted  pro- 
visions, on  which  a  drawback  is  not  now  allowed. 
If  not^  it  has  not  been  proved  that  the  drawback 
at  that  time  exceeded  the  duty  paid  on  salt  actu- 
ally used  in  the  fisheries. 

The  sum  of  four  dollars  per  ton  allowed  to 
fishing  vessels,  which  have  been  employed  four 
months,  in  lieu  of  a  drawback,  may,  in  some  in- 
stances^ exceed  the  dutv  on  salt  used ;  but,  I  do 
not  believe,  on  the  whole,  it  is  an  equivalent. 

In  the  year  1792,  a  number  of  petitions  were 
presented  to  Congress  on  the  subject  of  the  fish- 
eries. They  were  referred  to  Tbomas  Jefferson, 
then  Secretary  of  State*  He  examined  the  sub- 
ject, and  gave  a  detailed  report.  The  result  of 
his  investigation  is.  that  no  nation  was  ever  able 
to  carry  on  the  fisheries  without  supporting  them 
from  the  Treasury;  but  is  of  opinion  that  the 
advantsge  of  our  situation  '*  would  place  our 
'  fisheries  on  a  ground  somewhat  higner ;  such 
*  as  to  relieve  our  Treasury  from  that  necessity, 


'  but  not  to  permit  it  to  draw  support  from  them. 
^  nor  to  dispense  the  Government  from  the  obit- 

*  gation  of  effectuating  free  markeu  for  them." 
What  was  his  opinion  as  to  the  importance  of 
the  fisheries?  What  has  been  the  opinion  of 
Buronean  nations,  and  of  the  wise  men  of  our 
own  i  "  If  (said  be)  our  fisheries  be  suffered  to 
^  decay,  the  loss  of  seamen,  unnoticed^  would  be 

*  followed  by  other  losses  in  a  long  train.    If  we 

*  have  no  seamen,  our  ships  will  be  useless,  eon- 

*  sequently  our  ship  timber, iron,  hemp,  and  ship* 
'  building  be  at  an  end ;  snip  carpenters  go  over 

*  to  other  nations;  our  young  men  have  no  call 

*  to  the  sea ;  our  produce  be  carried  in  foreign 
'  bottoms,  be  saddled  with  war  freight  and  inso- 
'  ranee  in  time  of  war,  and  history  will  prove 

*  that  the  nation  which  would  be  our  carrier  haa. 

*  for  one  hundred  years  past,  had  three  years  oi 
'  war  for  four  years  of  peace." 

I  am  desirous  to  answer  the  honorable  gentle- 
roan  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Stamford,)  and 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
RaNDoiiPB,)  because  I  think  their  statemenu  er- 
roneous, and  yet  I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  reply. 
Their  cnarges  consist  of  surmises  and.suspicioos. 
They  sav  they  have  been  informed  that  vessels 
frequently  go  to  sea,  on  a  fishing  voyage,  without 
salt,  expecting  to  meet  vessels  at  sea  loaded  with 
salt,  and  there  supply  themselves  and  evade  the 

dutv* 

The  gentlemen  are  totally  mistaken.  I  have 
been,  for  some  years,  well  acquainted  with  a 
number  of  men  engaged  in  the  fisheries,  and  I 
never,  until  this  day,  heard  it  suggested.  I  be- 
lieve gentlemen  in  an  error,  for  the  reason  offered 
by  my  honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Pickbriro.) 
What  rational  man  would  ever  aot  so  unwisely  7 
Qo  a  thousand  miles  to  sea  with  a  vessel  and 
seven  or  eight  men  after  fish  without  salt  ?  With* 
out  salt  they  could  do  nothing.  What  man,  ia 
his  senses,  would  run  such  a  haaard  to  defraud 
the  Government  of  9^0?  I  assure  gentlemea 
they  have  no  occasion  to  apprehend  any  danger 
from  the  oase  mentioned.  1  hope  their  honor 
and  honesty  would  be  sufficient  security,  if  not, 
their  interest  certainly  will. 

We  are  told  by  the  honorable  ffentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  that  he  has  been  in- 
forioed  by  a  respectable  and  intelligent  man  that 
the  fishing  business  failed  after  the  repeal  of  the 
salt  duty ;  that,  perhaps,  the  debenture  certifi- 
cate might  be  very  convenient  for  those  poor 
men,  engaged  in  the  fisheries,  to  purchase  what- 
ever they  might  need  for  the  voyage,  or  for  their 
families. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  a  fact,  that,  on  the 
whole,  the  fisheries  declined,  in  consequence  of 
the  repeal  of  the  salt  duty. 

There  were  more  vessels  engaged  in  the  fish- 
ing business  in  1807  than  at  any  former  period. 
Since  that  period  other  causes  have  destroyed 
the  fisheries.  But  had  the  honorable  gentleman 
been  correct  in  his  information  on  the  rubject. 
he  himself  in  the  close  of  his  statement  o£kred 
a  sufficient  reason  for  their  decline,  to  wit,  that 
poor  men  eog^ed  in  the  fifheries  wanted  ready 
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money,  which  was  obtained  by  their  debentures 
daring  the  continaance  of  the  daty  on  salt,  and 
not  as  has  been  intimated  that  the  drawback  ex- 
ceeded the  daty.  Indeed  from  what  I  have  been 
able  to  learn  on  the  subject  from  men  enffaged  in 
the  business,  I  do  not  belieye  the  drawback  ex- 
ceeds  the  duty.  I  believe  those  engaged  in  the 
fisheries  have  paid  this  year  as  much  duty  on 
salt  over  and  above  the  drawback  as  farmers  who 
possess  property  of  equal  value. 

I  feel  happy  to  agree  with  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  StanporDj) 
respecting  the  character  and  importance  of  this 
class  of  citizens.  I  folly  concur  with  him  in 
opinion  that  the  fisheries,  as  a  nursery  of  hardy, 
intrepid,  good  seamen,  are  of  vastly  more  conse- 
quence to  this  nation  than  military  academies. 

It  seems  now,  by  the  consent  and  approbation 
of  all,  we  are  to  have  a  navy.  Indeed  the  result 
of  our  late  wars  has  demonstrated  its  utility.  It 
then  behooves  us  to  act  wisely,  and  foster  the 
fisheries,  that,  should  war  unfortunately  again 
happen,  these  fishermen  (wholly  without  employ- 
ment in  time  of  war)  may  enter  on  board  our 
armed  ships,  and  do  as  they  always  have  done, 
bravely  fiffht  in  defence  of  their  country.  Du- 
ring the  Revolutionary  war  and  late' war,  the^ 
have  suflfered  more  than  any  other  class  of  citi- 
zens; still  they  expect  no  favors.  They  now 
pay  heavy  taxes  uoxnown  to  others,  such  as  du- 
ties on  books  and  lines,  duck,  cordage,  naval 
stores,  and  tonnage. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  comment  upon  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  or  the  late  treaty.  I 
trust,  however,  it  will  not  be  improper  on  this 
occasion  to  state,  that  previous  to  tne  late  war, 
we  enjoyed  important  privileges  which  are  now 
lost.  I  particularly  allude  to  the  privilege  of 
taking  fish  at  Newfoundland,  and  also  on  the 
coasts,  bays,  and  creeks  of  all  other  of  His  Bri- 
tannic Majestv's  dominions  in  America,  and  to 
dry  and  cure  fish  in  any  of  the  unsettled  bays, 
harbors,  and  creeks  of  Nova  Scotia,  Magdalen 
Island,  and  Cape  Labrador,  so  long  as  the  same 
shall  remain  unsettled.  This  nation  once  es- 
teemed It  an  important  privilege.  After  our 
Revolutionary  war.  our  Ambassadors  absolutely 
inneied  on  the  right  of  the  fisheries.  They  would 
not  sign  even  a  treaty  of  peace  unless  that  right 
was  secured.  It  deserves  to  be  noticed  that  our 
privilege  to  the  fisheries  was  secured  by  the  3d 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace.  It  also  consti- 
tutes the  3d  article  of  the  definiUve  treaty  of 
1783. 

I  forbear  at  this  time  to  go  into  considerations 
of  the  value  of  the  privilege  we  have  lost,  be- 
cause I  trust  we  are  now  treating  for  it.  I  hope 
it  will  yet  be  obtained,  that  we  may  be  placed  in 
this  respect  in  as  fkvorable  a  situation  as  we 
were  previous  to  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Kino  ezoressed  bis  disbelief  of  the  informa- 
tion given  to  Mr.  Rahoolpr.  No  man.  he  said, 
would  ffo  to  sea  on  the  bare  hope  of  meeting  a 
vessel  rrom  Turks  Island  casually  sailing  with  a 
cargo  of  salt. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  said  that  if  large  vessels  sailed 


from  the  New  England  ports  to  the  West  Indies, 
and  men  ventured  in  them  three  thousand  miles 
without  a  compass,  rather  than  go  to  the  expense 
of  one,  they  would  feel  no  diiBculty  to  go  to  sea 
on  the  hope  of  getting  salt,  particularly  if  they 
calculated  upon  the  salt  vessels  from  Turks 
Island,  running  purposely  in  the  track  of  the 
fishing  vessels. 

A  motion  made  by  Mr.  Stanfobd  to  postpone 
the  bill  to  Monday,  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
on  the  passing  of  the  bill,  and  carried,  at  a  late 

hour. — ^X^^  ^)  "^f  *  ^t  *'  follows : 

Tbas— Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  Baker,  Bawett, 
Bateman,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Betta,  Birdsall,  BhdssTe, 
Bloant,  Boss,  Bradbaiy,  Biooka,  CaldweO,  Calhonn, 
Cannon,  Chappell,  Claik  of  Kentucky,  Clajfton,  Com- 
sloek»  Coadict,  Cimwlbrd,  deightoD,  Cnthbeit,  Bar- 
lingtoB,  Davenport,  Desha,  Fonyth,  Gold,  Ghittn, 
Gmvenor,  Hanunond,  Haaeon,  Haidin,  Hawea,H0ii» 
denmn,  Hopkinaon,  Hnlberl,  Ingham,  Jackson,  John- 
son of  Kentoeky,  Kent,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Law,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Maday,  Mason,  Majrant,  Mo- 
Lean  of  Kentodty,  Middleton,  Mills,  Milnor,  Moaelej, 
Mnriree,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleas- 
ants, Powell,  Reed,  Reynoldi^  Robertson,  Root,  Rog- 
gles,  Sergeant,  Sharpe,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Steama, 
Btarges,  Talbnadge,  Tsnl,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Tay- 
lor of  South  CaroUna,  Telfair,  Thomas,  Throop, 
Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wendo* 
ver,  Wilde,  Wllloaghbj,  Thomas  Wilson,  Woodward^ 
Tancey,  and  Tates. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Atherton,  Breekenridge,  Br^ham, 
Bumside,  Bnrweil,  Cady,  Chipman,  CUtey,  Olaik  of 
North  Carolina,  Cloplon,  Calpeper,  Gaston,  Golds- 
bofongh,  Hahn,  Hall,  Heislar,  Hungerlerd,  Irwin  e€ 
Pennaylvenia,  Jewett,  Johnaon  of  Virginia,  King  of 
Maasachuaelt%  Laagdon,  Lewia,  Lovett,  Lumpkin* 
Lyon,  McCoy,  Moffit,  Mooie  of  Soatb  Carolina,  Nel- 
son of  Masaachnsetta,  Nelsen  of  Virginia,  NojKea* 
Panis,  Pickens,  Piper,  Randolph,  Riee,  Roane,  Bms^ 
Savage,  Southard,  Stanlbrd,  Strong,  Taggart,  Tate, 
Vose,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Williams,  William  Wilson, 
and  Wright 

Wbohesdat,  January  24. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honae 
that  the  Senate  have  disagreed  to  the  bill  from 
this  House,  entitled  **An  act  authorizing  the  dis- 
charge of  James  Jewett  from  his  imprbonoienl.** 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "^  authorizing  the  sale 
of  a  lot  of  ground  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
situated  in  the  town  of  Koozville  and  State  or 
Tennessee,''  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  TATLon,  from  the  Committee  of  Bleetions, 
made  a  report  on  the  credentials  of  the  members 
of  this  House,  declaring  them  sufficient,  dbc.;  which 
was  read. 

CANADIAN  REFUGESa 

Mr.  Tbroop,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Abraham  Markle  aod 
Gideon  Frisbie  and  their  associates,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  Canadian  refugees, 
who  joined  the  American  Army  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Briuin  i  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed.— >The  report  is  as  follows : 
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That,  on  doe  oolisideratioii  of  the  memorial,  and  of 
the  evidence  of  the  laete  therein  contained,  they  are 
•ati^d  that  the  memorialiata  and  their  aiaodatea  were 
veMente  in  Upper  Canada  at  the  eommeneement  of 
the  late  war  between  the  United  Statea  and  Great  Brit- 
aint  to  which  they  had migiated  fiom  the  United  States; 
that,  unwilling  to  take  up  arma  against  their  native 
oonntry,  being  attached  to  the  principlee  and  iimna  of 
its  GoTemmcnt,  and  encoaraged  by  the  hopes  of  suc- 
oess  and  protection  held  out  to  them  by  the  command* 
era  of  ^e  sereral  American  armies  which  appeared  on 
their  frontier  and  invaded  their  province,  they  aban* 
doned  their  families  and  their  fortunes,  and  loined  the 
American  standard ;  that  these  acts  incurred  a  forfeit* 
ore  of  their  estates  to  the  British  Government,  which 
were  seized  to  the  use  of  that  Government  by  its  offi- 
cers, in  pursuance  of  laws  passed  fbr  that  purpose.  It 
further  appeared  to  your  committee  that  the  memori- 
alists ana  their  associates  joined  the  American  Armv 
at  a  period  when  their  services  were  much  wanted, 
and  that  they  were  with  the  Army  in  all  Its  important 
aetiona  and  operations  on  the  Niagara,  during  the  cam- 
paign of  1814,  under  General  Brown,  and  contributed 
much  to  Its  snoeess  l»y  their  bravery,  their  aeqnaint- 
anee  vridi  the  inhabitanta  of  the  Ganadas,  and  the 
knowledge  they  imparted  oi  the  local  sttnation  of  the 
coontiy ;  that,  in  oonseqaenoe  of  their  adherence  to 
the  American  cause,  some  of  them  were  reduced  from 
opnlencey  and  all  of  them  to  want. 

Yoor  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the 
caae  of  the  memorialista  and  their  associates  presents 
•  stxoing  claim  on  the  emiity  of  this  Government,  and 
have  instructed  their  chairman  to  present  a  bill  for 
their  relief. 

RELATIONS  WITH  SPAIN. 

Mr.  RoBBBTflON  offered  for  consideratioD  a  res- 
olution 10  this  effeet: 

Mmokfedf  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  SUtea 
ho  requealed  to  lay  before  thia  House  each  information 
MM  he  may  possess,  which  he  may  not  think  it  impro- 
per to  communicate,  relative  to  the  demands  said  to 
have  been  made  by  the  Government  of  Spain  lor  the 
cession  of  a  part  of  Louisiana* 

Mr.  R.  said,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  make  this 
motion,  in  consequence  of  the  reports  with  which 
the  papers  in  various  parts  of  the  nation  teemed 
in  respect  to  thia  subject.  If  it  was  a  topic  highly 
interesting  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
genermily,  it  was  particularly  so  to  the  people  of 
the  State  which  be  represented,  (LoaisMoa.) 
They  had  been  soffioiently  annoyed  and  TezecL 
for  the  last  fifteen  years,  by  frequent  changes  and 
rumors  of  changes  of  their  form  of  Gbrernment ; 
mod  whether  this  report  were  true  or  not,  it  was 
proper  that  the  minds  of  his  constituents  should 
t>e  quieted  in  regard  to  ii.  The  immense  distance 
at  which  they  were  situated  from  the  Seat  of 
€k>Terament  would  make  them  more  anxious  to 
know  the  truth  on  this  head ;  and  he  should  feel 
that  he  neglected  their  intereau  if  he  failed  to 
make  the  effort  which  he  had  done,  to  remove  all 
doubts  from  their  minds  on  the  subject. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  debate,  and 
without  a  division ;  and  Messrs.  Robebtbon  and 
Clatton  appointed  a  committee  to  lay  the  same 
before  the  President. 


THE  liEVENUE. 

• 

The  engrossed  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  acta 
therein  mentioned — the  act  laying  a  doty  on  bank 
notes  and  notes  discounted,  and  the  bill  laying  a 
duty  on  sugar  refined  within  the  United  States — 
was  read  a  third  time.  The  question  on  the  paa« 
sage  of  the  bill  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
Mr.  Randolph  having  required  the  yeas  and  nays 
thereon,  in  order,  as  he  said,  to  record  his  vote 
against  it.  For  the  bill  103,  against  it  43,  as 
follows : 

YsAs — ^Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander*  Archer,  Ather- 
ton.  Baker,  Basaett»  Bateman,  Bennett,  Betts,  Birds- 
eve,  Blount,  Boss,  Breckenridge,  Brooks,  Bumside, 
Burwell,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell, 
Chipman,  Clarke  of  N.  Carolina,  Clark  of  Kentucky, 
Clendennin,  Condkt,  Conner,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Desha,  Fomejr,  Forsyth,  Gas- 
ton, Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hammond,  Har- 
din, Hawes,  Henderson,  Huger,  Hungerford,  Ingham* 
Irving  of  New  York,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jaekaon, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentuoky,  Kerr  of 
Vizginla,  King  of  N.  Carolina,  Lewie,  Love,  Lowndes, 
Lumpkin,  Lyie,  Maclay,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McKee, 
McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton,  Moore  of  South  Caroliaa* 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton*  Onnsby*  Parris,  Pickena, 
Pleasants*  Powell,  Reynolds,  Roane*  Robertson,  Root* 
Roes,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sharp,  Shefiey,  Smidi  0f  Vhv 
ginia*  Southard,  Taul,  Taylor  pf  New  York,  Taylor 
of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Thomas*  Throop,  Towns- 
end,  Tucker,  WaUace,  Ward  of  New  York,  Wendo- 
ver,  Whiteside,  WUde,  WilUn,  WUUams,  Thomaa 
Wilson,  William  Wilson,  Woodward,  Yancey,  and 
Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Brown, 
Champion,  Cill^,  Clayton,  Culpeoer,  Davenport,  Gold, 
Goldsborough,  Hale,  HopUnson,  Jewett,  King  of  Maa- 
sachasethi,  Langdon,  Law,  Lovett,  Lyon,  Mason,  Mills, 
Milnor,  Moffit,  Mosel^,  Nelson  of  Maasachuaetts, 
Noyes,  Pickering,  Pitkm,  Randolph*  Reed*  Ruggles* 
Sargoant,  Stanford,  Steams*  Strong,  Stuar^  Storgea, 
Taggart,  Tate,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  WUeos, 
and  Wright 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  ''An  act  conttnuing 
in  force  certain  acts  laying  duties  on  bank  notes, 
refined  sugars,  and  for  other  purposes." 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal  to 
much  of  an  act,  passed  on  the  23d  of  December, 
1814,  as  imposes  additional  duties  on  postage^" 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  anin  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  remainder  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  question  before  the  House  on  the  last  ad- 
journment, and  which  now  recurs,  was  on  a  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Clay  to  strike  out  three  mUlumM,  the 
amount  of  the  direct  tax  proposed  to  be  levied 
annually  on  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Cult,  considering  the  decision  of  the 
House  yesterday,  in  regard  to  a  proposed  increase 
of  the  duties  on  imports,  as  decisive  against  bis 
object,  which  was  to  substitute  for  a  part  of  the 
proposed  direct  tax  a  small  additional  duty  on 
imports,  calculated  to  produce  the  same  amount- 
withdrew  his  motion.  He  then  moved  to  amend 
the  resolve  respecting;  the  direct  tax,  so  as  to 
limit  it  to  one  year,  with  a  view  to  place  it  anno- 
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ally  under  the  control  of  this  Hoose.    This  mo- 
iioD  was  agreed  to  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Hardin  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolve, 
so  as  to  declare  it  expedient  to  repeal  the  direct 
tax  laws  altogether,  except  so  much  as  is  neces- 
sary to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  tax  already 
due. 

Mr.  Hardin  said  that,  on  Saturday  last,  he  had 
notified  the  House  that,  in  some  shape  or  other, 
he  intende'd  to  bring  the  question  before  them  as 
to  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  direct  tax ; 
that  on  that  day,  he  had  made  one  or  two  efforts 
to  bring  the  question  directly  before  the  House 
when  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  bot.ever^  at- 
tempt failed,  because,  as  alleged  by  the  Chair,  it 
was  not  in  order.  It  ought  not  to  have  been  a 
matter  of  importance  to  the  Chair,  in  his  endeav* 
oirs  on  that  day  to  present  the  question  for  consid- 
eration, whether  he  was  or  was  not  exactly  in 
trim  order ;  because  if  a  man  be  entitled  to  ad- 
mission, his  bowing  at  the  door  like  a  Frenchman 
or  an  Englishman,  a  beao  or  a  clown,  as  long  as 
he  behaved  decently,  did  not  add  to  nor  diminish 
yfais  right.  Nor  did  he  believe  that  ^his  want 
of  a  littl?  of  the  ceremony  deemed  important  by 
the  Chair,  ought  to  have  prevented  him  from  be- 
ing beard  upon  a  great  national  question,  when 
he  was  solicitous  to  address  the  House  on  the 
subject  I  or  that  because  he  had  had  at  that  lime 
the  complaint  so  common  to  some  gentlemen  in 
this  House,  to  wit:  the  speech-making  fever. 
Mr.  H.  said  that  the  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  hav- 
ing been  offered  by  him,  it  laid  him  under  »ome 
obligations  to  the  House  to  assign  the  reasons 
which  had  induced  him  todu  it.  Mr.  H.  said  he 
approached  the  subject  with  great  diffidence  and 
reluctance }  diffident  he  was,  because  he  distrusted 
,Jkis  own  capacity  to  do  the  subject  justice;  and 
vel octant  he  was,  because,  to  his  great  regret,  be 
had  witnessed  in  that  House  an  unconquerable 
indisposition  to  alter,  change,  or  modify  anything 
reported  by  anyone  of  the  Standing  Cforomittees 
of  the  House.  He  said  the  manner  in  which  the 
legislative  business  was  conducted  destroyed  the 
freedom  of  legislation  altogether.  The  President 
signified  his  will  to  the  Heads  of  De|iartments — 
they  made  their  annual  report  (o  the  House,  re- 
commending the  adoption  of  certain  measures; 
it  was  pretty  well  unclerKtood  that  what  they  re- 
commended was  the  will  of  the  Executive ;  the 
reports  of  the  Heads  of  Departments  were  re- 
.  ferred  to  the  Standing  Committ«*es,  a  majority  of 
whom  were  followers  of  the  Executive ;  they 
kept  in  secret  conclave  for  a  mouth  or  two,  until 
the  House  became  all  anxiety,  and  solicitude  was^ 
CD  tiptoe.  Each  day  an  inquiry  would  be  made 
when  they  would  report?  Not  ready  yet,  would 
be  the  answer.  The  members  of  the  commit^ 
tte  looked  grave,  pensive,  and  melancholy,  zs  if 
oppressed  with  a  mighty  weight  of  thought.  At 
last  they  would  burst  upon  ibe  House  with  their 
report;  and  what  was  it  when  madet  A  mere 
ccno,  a  mere  response  to  Executive  will,  with 
•mall  and  immaterial  variations,  intended  for  the 
purpose  of  inducing  the  House  to  believe  that 


they  had  matured  the  subject  well,  when,  per- 
haps, ihey  bad  never  thought  about  it;  pre-de- 
termined,  from  the  fir>t,  to  re-echo  back  lu  sub- 
stance Presidential  will ;  and  when  the  i«Bort 
thus  made  finds  its  way  into  the  House,  it  is 
fixed.  Right  or  wrong,  it  must  not  be  altered. 
Each  member  of  the  committee  adheres  to  it, 
each  hanger-on  supporu  it,  and  all,  as  the  poet 
says.  **Who  live  and  never  think,"  support  it. 
Mr.  H.  said  that  independent  of  the  disadvan- 
tages he  labored  under  as  above  stated,  he  also 
felt  a  little  chagrined  at  the  manner  in  which 
these  questions  respecting  the  taxes,  direct  and  in- 
direct,are  brought  before  the  House.  Esch  item  of 
taxation  being  separately  discussed,  each  wheel  of 
the  machinery  is  separately  presented,  and  we  are 
admonished  not  to  touch  it,  because  the  whole 
work  will  be  stopped  if  you  touch  one  of  the 
wheels.  I  have  heard  of'^many  manoeuvres  ia 
military  and  naval  tactics.  This,  sir,  may,  for 
what  I  know,  be  a  system  of  legislative  maoceu- 
vre,  and  it  is  a  most  admirable  one  to  answer  the 
object  intended  for.  I  know  of  many  who  would 
gladly  make  alterations  in  the  system,  but  do  not 
attempt  it  for  fear  of  breaking  up  its  foundatioB. 
The  committee  have  had  it  under  eonstderatioa 
for  a  month  or  two,  and  we  ought  not  to  meddle 
with  ir.  Mr.  H.  said  the  task  was  too  Herculean 
for  him  to  believe  that  he  could  effect  and  pro* 
cure  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  proposed  by 
him.  Hence  arises,  said  Mr.  H.,  my  reluctanoe, 
Mr.  Chairman,  to  address  at  this  time  this  hon-> 
orable  committee ;  but  as  I  pledged  myself  to 
the  House  on  Saturday  last  I  would  make  this 
effort  to  repeal  the  direct  tax,  I  now  proceed  to 
redeem  that  pledge — to  perform  that  promise. 

it  is  contended  by  those  in  favor  of  the  cootinoa* 
tion  of  the  direct  tax,  among  whom  I  am  sorry  to 
see  my  colleague,  the  honorable  Speaker,  first,  thnc 
thedireet  tax  is  necessary,  in  aid  of  the  present  and 
prospective  receipts  of  the  Treasury,  to  enable  the 
Govern  men  t  to  meet  the  demands  against  her, 
which  consist  of  the  necessary  expenditures  fur 
the  civil,  diplomatic,  and  misofllaneousexpensea; 
the  Military  and  Naval  Establish  menu  ;  the  in- 
terest on  the  national  debt  contracted  before  the 
war,  and  so  much  of  the  interest  as  we  are  bound 
to  pay  annually,  and  also  the  interest  on  the  debt 
coniraeied  since  the  war.  It  is  furthermore  con- 
tended, even  should  the  sum  proposed  to  be  raised 
by  the  continuance  of  the  direct  tax  be  not  nctu- 
ally  wanting  for  the  purposes  and  objects  above 
alluded  to,  yet,  that  the  system  itself  ought  to  be 
preserved,  and  ought  never  hereafter  to  be  abol- 
ished«  because  it  will  enable  Government  to  ex- 
tend ner  internal  improvementa,  add  a  large  aum 
to  the  Sinking  Fund,  and,  also,  by  preserving  the 
system,  the  machine  can  readily  be  put  in  rao» 
lion,  whenever  another  war,  or  the  energies  of 
Government  may  demand. 

The  first  point  which  I  shall  endeavor  to  prov^ 
Mr.  Chairman,  will  be,  that  the  t»nm  contemplated 
to  be  raised  by  the  direct  tax  for  the  purposes  men- 
tioned by  those  who  are  in  favor  of  the  ux,  is 
not  necessary  to  effectuate  those  objects.  See- 
ondly,  even  if  it  should  be  necessary,  sooner  than 
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the  caz  iiltoiild  conlinae,  it  woald  be  better  to  re- 
duce the  siadding  armv  from  ten  to  six  thoasaod, 
which  redaciioD  would  relieve  the  Treasury  from 
an  annual  demand  to  the  amount  of  nearly  the 
net  proceeds  of  the  direct  tax.  I  shall  also  en- 
deavor to  show  that  If  the  tax  be  not  necessary 
to  enable  the  Government  to  meet  the  demaoda 
against  her,  that  it  ought  to  be  repealed  as  an  un- 
wise, an  odious  tax ;  one  oppressive  in  its  collec- 
tion to  the  Qovernment,  and  oppressive  to  the  peo- 
ple. I  shall,  in  discussing  the  several  points,  in 
passing  alone,  notice  such  observations  as  occur 
to  me,  and  I  deem  materially  pertinent  to  the 
point,  which  were  made  in  opp6sition  to  the  doc- 
trine I  now  contend  for.  And  lastly,  as  we  have 
in  this  House  heard  much  of  national  glory,  and 
in  what  it  consist?,  particularly  from  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  1  shall  give,  as  briefly 
as  I  can,  what  constitutes  the  national  glory  of  a 
republican  Gkivernment.  As  to  the  first  point  I 
propose  to  establish,  permit  me,  before  I  enter 
into  an  enumeration  of  facts  relating  to  the  de- 
mands against  the  Government,  and  which  she 
will  be  bound  annually  to  pay,  and  also  of  the 
mobable  receipts  of  the  Treasury,  to  inform  this 
House  that  I  have  no  data  to  make  my  calcula- 
tions from  except  those  furnished  bv  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury ;  and  I  am  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  his  statement  of  fdicts,  so  far  as  I  rely 
upon  them,  to  prove  the  points  I  contend  for,  will 
not  be  douDted,  for  when  he  makes  his  estimates 
from  conjecture,  they  are  made,  it  is  evident,  as 
unfavorable  to  my  side  of  the  question  as  he  could 

Sossibly  make  them.  For,  turning  your  attention, 
Ir.  Chairman,  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  to  the  system  of  revenue  he 
proposes,  bis  object  and  that  of  the  President  can* 
not  be  misunderstood ;  that  is,  internal  taxes,  di- 
rect and  indirect;  large  standing  armies  in  time 
of  peace,  with  a  continual  outcry  of  danger  where 
none  exists ;  large  sums  of  money  to  be  disbursed 
in  a  variety  of  chimerical  project*,  to  increase  in- 
stead of  lessen  the  demands  against  the  Cvovern- 
meni.  All  this  for  the  purpose  of  enhancing  their 
own  ideal  glory, continuing  and  extending  public 
patronage,  and  running  the  road  of  power  in  the 
same  way  that  President  Adams  did,  except  to 
attempt  and  succeed  in  tho.se  measures  which 
Adams,  when  mo^t  invested  with  power  never 
dreamed  of,  measures  calculated  to  oppress  the 
people  and  destroy  the  republican  form  of  Gkiv- 
ernment. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  amount  of  the  national  debt,  con- 
tracted Defore  the  war.  was.  on  the  last  of  Sep- 
tember, 1815,  939.135,484  96;  the  interest  and 
annual  relmburseiueut  of  that  debt,  as  much  as 
we  are  bound  to  pay  by  contract,  is  93.i6OftO0i 
the  amount  of  the  funded  debt  since  the  war,  as 
liquidated  and  funded  up  to  the  last  of  September, 
1815,  is  970,000.000*,  the  interest  which  Govern- 
ment Is  bound  annually  to  pay  on  that  debt,  is 
94,200,000;  tbe  amount  of  the  civil,  diplomatic 
and  mi>cellaneons  expenses,  is  estimated  at  the 
sum  of  91.800.000;  for  the  Military  Establish- 
ment, at  ten  thousand  men,  95,112,159;  fur  the 


Naval  Establishment,  including  9200,000,  an* 
nuullv  appropriated  to  the  increase  of  the  Navy, 
92J16510;  the  total  amount  for  all  the  expendi* 
tures,  BH  eiitiniated  by  the  Secretary,  is  91-7,288^ 
669.  These  estimates  are  all  made  upon  a  pre- 
dication that  the  Army  will  always  have  tbetr 
complement  of  men  and  officers,  and  no  one  lack- 
ing; and  wbat  is  somewhat  astonishing,  an4 
would  be  more  so,  if  in  these  days  there  was  not 
so  many  strange  things  to  wonder  at,  that  the 
civil  list  of  next  year,  in  times  of  peace,  is  estir 
mated  at  ^SAOjSOO  more  than  was  the  estimate 
for  1812.  So  much  for  dexterity  in  working  hard 
to  waste  public  money  !  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  it 
is  only  one  item  in  my  proofs  going  to  show  tbet 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  effectuate  tbe 
great  administration  system  of  public  patronage, 
arising  from  taxes,  armies,  navies,  dbc.  extendea 
his  estimates  higher  than  was  necessary.  Let  as 
now  examine  the  supposed  receipts  of  the  Trea- 
sury, given  by  the  Secretary,  bottomed  upon  the 
principle  that  tbe  double  duties  are  lobe  continued 
until  June.  1816,  and  the  system  of  indirect  taxa- 
tion adoated  as  recommended.  The  greater  part 
of  the  bills  have  either  passed,  or  the  House,  by  res- 
olutions, has  already  expressed  its  determination  to 
pass  them.  As  to  the  amount  aribing  from  tonnage 
and  customs,  after  the  double  duties  cease,  and 
forty-two  per  centum  is  added  to  the  old  duties, 
as  is  contemplated,  the  receipts  of  the  Treasury 
will  be  917,000.000 ;  internal  duties,  as  estimateo, 
94,500,000;  sales  of  public  lands,  91,000,000; 
postage,  and  incidental  receipts,  9400,000 ;  mak- 
ing in  tbe  whole,  exclusive  of  the  direct  tax, 
9^;900,000:  leaving  in  the  Treasury,  after  paying 
off  every  demand  against  Gbvernment,  a  surplus 
of  $5611,331  annually.  But  it  is  contended, that 
the  receipts  of  the  Government  are  precarious, 
and  may  fall  short  of  what  they  are  estimated  at. 
I  do  not  believe  that  will  be  the  case,  but,  instead 
of  falling  short,  will  greatly  exceed  what  they  are 
estimated  at ;  for  I  do  verily  believe,  they  are  es- 
timated too  low— aud  if  1  was  to  say  by  design, 
perhaps  i  would  not  say  too  much;  for,  when  I 
am  speaking  of  design,  it  will  be  remembered  by 
this  House,  that  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary, he  informed  us  that  the  sum  received  and 
receivable  into  tbe  Treasury  for  last  year,  from 
duties,  was  only  925fiO0fi0O;  but  when,  by  a 
resolution  of  this  House  yesterday,  calling  on 
the  Secretary  to  state,  specifically,  the  amount  of 
each  quarter,  he  this  morning  sent  to  the  House 
this  report,  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  in  which 
he  is  compelled  to  acknowledge  his  mistake,  and, 
no  doubt  to  his  unspeakable  regret,  further  to  ac- 
knowledge that  the  receipts  of  the  Treasury,  in- 
stead of  925,000,000.  as  stated,  is  926,848,897.  In 
pasbing  alongj  ihe  House  must  pardon  these  little 
digressions;  lor  1  cannot  omit  pointing  out  those 
little  inaccuracies  in  the  report,  by  way  of  show- 
ing that  the  whole  soul  and  energies  of  tbe  Ex- 
ecutive and  his  Ministers  are  devoted  to  this 
favorite  system  of  taxation,  standing  armies,  d^;. 
The  net  amount  of  our  revenue,  arising  from 
tonnage  and  customs,  after  the  double  duties,  and 
forty-two  per  centum  la  added  to  the  old  dotica. 
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u  estimated,  as  I  have  said  before,  at^7,000,0009 
tliat  is  a  sum  sufficieat  to  establish  the  position  I 
4et  out  to  prove.    But  it  is  contended,  that  the 
estimation  is  too  high.    To  prove  it  too  low,  in 
the  years  1807  and  1808,  when  our  trade  was  em- 
fwrrassed  bjr  the  restrictive  system,  the  amount 
of  tonnage  and  customs  were  somewhere  about 
;915,000,000.    Now,  if  our  trade  in  imports  and 
tonnage  only  equals  either  of  these  years,  when 
you  add  forty-two  per  centum  thereto,  instead  of 
customs  and  tonnage  netting  $17,000,000,  as  esti- 
mated, it  will  net  upwards  of  |tS0,0OO,O0O.    This 
estimate  which  I  have  made  is  fortified  by  this 
additional  circumstance:  in  1815,  with  the  double 
duties  on,  the  tonnage  and  customs  amounted  to 
4(98,348,897.    Take  off  the  double  duties,  and  in 
lieu  thereof  add  forty-two  per  centum,  and  if  our 
imports  and  tonnage  for  years  to  come  only  equal 
last  year,  it  will  bring  Into  the  Treasury  $20,127,- 
717.    But  it  is  said  we  have  lost  the  oarrving 
trade,  and  all  the  tonnage  employed  in  it,  and  the 
amount  of  duties  arising  in  consequence  of  some 
goods  being  obliged  to  oe  landed  here  to  enable 
the  vessels  to  clear  -from  our  ports.    It  is  also 
alleged  we  have  lost  some  of  our  tonnage  in  be- 
ing restricted,  limited,  and  circumscribed,  in  our 
fisheries,  (one  of  the  acquisitions  obtained  by  the 
.  war.)    I  am  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  acquainted  with 
those  branches  of  trade,  and.  therefore  do  not 
know  what  will  be  the  probable  loss  the  revenue 
will  sustain  on  account  of  the  causes  before  men- 
tioned; but  I  have  conversed  with  gentlemen 
who  are,  and  they  inform  me  that  the  probable 
loss  on  account  of  the  loss  of  the  carrying  trade 
and  part  of  the  fisheries,  will  not  exceed  more 
than  two  millions  per  annum.    But  admit  it  to 
be  two,  nay,  three  millions,  do  you  not  believe 
that  the  increase  of  population  and  wealth  in  this 
country,  since  1807  and  1808,  more  than  equals 
those  partial  losses  to  our  revenue,  and  also  the 
additional  loss  the  revenue  may  sustain  by  the 
demand  for  goods  being  to  a  small  extent  supplied 
by  home  manufacture?     The  sales  of  public 
lands  are  estimated  at  $1,000,000,  because  the 
receipts  from  that  source  last  year  amounted  to 
that  sum.    But  I  am  informed  by  a  member  of 
this  House,  that  the  amount  of  sales  last  year, 
was  upwards  of  $2,000,000;  and  this  House  must 
know,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  now  the  Indian  war 
is  over,  what  a  vast  population  is  now,  and  will 
be  for  years,  roUins  from  the  East  to  the  West-* 
so  much  so,  that!  should  not  be  astonished,  if 
the  sales  of  land,  instead  of  one,  are  three  or  four 
millions  per  annum.    This  House  will  not,  I  trust, 
forget  this  further  particular,  that  each  year  the 
demands  against  the  Government  will  be  dimin- 
ished to  the  amount  of  the  interest  upon  each  in- 
jitalment  of  principal  that  is  paid,  and  the  sources 
of  revenue  will  increase,  and  surely  it  would  be 
wise  and  sound  policy,  that  if  the  first  year  we 
were  only  able  to  meet  the.demands  against  Qov- 
ernment,  seeing  that  the  second  year  we  will 
have  a  surplus,  which  will  increase  each  succeed- 
ing year,  to  ease  the  people  from  the  burden  of 
taxation,  as  much  as  possible;  for  they  have 
already  suffered  in  various  ways  greatly,  in  con- 


sequence of  the  war.  But  it  is  also  alleged,  that 
the  taxes  should  be  continued  to  put  into  our 
coffers  large  sums  of  montj,  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  extinguish  the  principal 
of  the  new  debt  when  it  becomes  payable,  which 
I  believe  is  in  1825, 1826, 1827  ?  To  that  coarse 
of  arffument  I  answer  that  long  before  that  time 
the  old  national  debt  will  be  extinguished,  which 
will  leave  a  surplus  of  money  in  the  Sinking  Fund, 
and  which  can  be  suppled  to  the  extinguishment 
of  the  principal  of  the  new  debt  as  it  becomes 
due;  and  also,  the  surplus  that  will  remain  from 
the  revenue  without  the  direct  tax.  These  two 
several  items  can  usefully  be  applied  to  the  total 
extinction  of  the  principal  of  the  new  debt,  when 
it  becomes  doe  and  payable.  Mr.  H.  said,  that  he 
would  remind  this  House,  that  when  our  revenue, 
in  1814,  amounted  only  to  $11,826,807,  that  the 
domestic  debt,  independent  of  the  foreign  debt, 
which  was  several  million,  amounted,  after  the 
purchase  of  Louisiana,  to  $80,691,120,  and  then 
It  was  not  deemed  necessary  by  the  President  and 
Congress  to  have  either  a  direct  or  indirect  tax; 
and  which  debt,  both  domestic  and  foreign,  was 
by  the  last  of  September,  1815,  all  paid  off  but 
$39,000,000;  and  now  we  must  have  both  direct 
and  indirect  taxes  to  a  great  amount, and  forty-two 
per  centum  added  to  the  duties  and  tonnage — all 
ibr  what  purpose?  because  we  want  it  now  T  no, 
but  to  apply  it  now  to  a  sinking  fund,  there  to  re- 
main until  the  first  ofthe  debt  becomes  due  in  1825. 
To  get  the  monej,  Mr.  Chairman,  into  the  public 
coffers  is  the  object;  to  apply  it  to  the  Sinking 
Fund  is  the  pretext  for  getting  it ;  thus  the  real  olP 
ject  in  collecting  the  money  may  be  three  or  four 
fold.  First,  to  have  money  at  command  tosqnander 
it  away  upon  flatterers  and  favorites :  secondly,  to 
keep  up  the  system  of  taxation  to  strengthen  the 
Executive  by  the  additional  means  of  distributing 
offices,  and  perhaps  added  to  these  reasons  there 
may  be  some  little  reluctance  at  seeing  some 
favorites  go  out  of  office  who  are  now  in,  and 
who  must  be  turned  out  should  this  law  be  re- 
pealed ;  or  perad  venture,  though  the  idea  I  ac- 
xnowledge  is  somewhat  romantic,  to  give  the  heir 
apparent,  when  he  fills  the  Presidential  Chair-* 
for  you  all  know  who  I  mean  by  the  heir  appareat, 
(Mr.  Monroe) — the  popularity  attendant  upon  the 
repeal  of  such  odious  laws,  which  will  be  the 
means  of  insuring  his  re-election.  But  we  are 
told,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  resolution,  to  which 
I  propose  the  amendment,  is  only  for  one  year; 
this  is  only  sugaring  the  pill  to  make  us  take  the 
medicine  the  better — if  it  be  necessary  for  one 
year  it  is  necessary  for  years  to  come.  It  will  be 
recollected  by  the  Hoaavthat  on  account  of  the 
peace  the  receipts  of  the  Treasury  for  1815  were 
upwards  of  $13,000,000  more  than  the  demands 
against  the  Qovernment,  and  also  the  receipts 
which  will  accrue  before  the  double  duties  expire, 
which  is  in  June,  1810,  will  bring  soch  a  sum 
into  the  Treasury  as  will  enable  the  Government 
to  meet  the  extraordinary  demands  against  her, 
which  demands  consist  in  the  appropriations  this 
session  to  pay  off  the  demands  due  the  Army,  and 
the  Treasury  notes  now  in  circalation.    The 
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Secretprfi  in  his  report,  says  that  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  legislate  for  one  year  only  ;  that  the  Trea- 
sury is  competent  to  meet  all  the  extraordinary 
demands  against  it  this  jrear. 

But,  if  it  were  otherwise,  and  it  was  necessary 
to  reduce  our  expenses  within  the  income  from 
duties  on  commerce,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  would  re- 
duce the  Army.  He  was  aware  that,  in  approach- 
ing this  subject,  he  touched  a  hornet's  nest,  and 
perhaps  should  be  stung.    The  Army,  which  in 
1802  was  deemed  so  hurtful,  was  now  the  favorite, 
because  by  its  means  our  friends  can  get  into 
office,  and  we  must  hare  an  army  of  lOJW^  men, 
that  is,  on  paper ;  it  was  not  cared  whether  we 
had  the  men,  so  that  we  have  the  officers,  and  the 
surgeons,  contractors,  &c.;  so  that  we  have  the 
hulk  of  this  mammoth,  we  care  little  for  ihe  blood 
and  sinews.    No,  Mr.  H.  said,  the  ranks  of  the 
Army  are  not  filled.    During  the  late  war,  though 
we  had  sixty  thousand  men  on  paper,  we  had  at 
no  time  twenty-fire  thousand  in  the  field.    We 
had  plenty  of  officers,  so  many  of  them,  that  he 
had  heard  a  suggestion,  that  they  ought  to  be  re- 
duced and  organized  so  as  to  assist  to  fill  the  va- 
cant ranks.    He  was.  he  said,  for  reducing  the 
Army  to  six  thousand  men.    But  the  House  was 
told,  the  Army  inust  not  be  reduced ;  that  the  de- 
fence of  the  nation  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a 
primary  object.    Certainly ;  but  was  it  to  depend 
upon  a  standing  army  1    Let  me  remark,  said  he, 
that  this  argument  is  inconsistent  with  the  genius 
of  our  Government,  which  requires  us  to  depend 
on  the  militia  for  our  defence ;  for  that  object 
every  citizen  is  a  soldier.    Whenever  this  people 
cannot  defend  their  liberties,  then  has  the  bodv 
politic  become  rotten,  then  may  we  bid  farewell 
to  liberty.    But  it  is  said  these  ten  thousand  men 
are  necessary  for  garrison  service.    Where,  he 
asked,  were  garrisons  necessary  ?    If  they  were 
necessary  for  the  whole  country  from  the  District 
of  Maine  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  there 
ought  to  be  a  hundred  thousand  instead  of  ten 
thousand  men.    What  are  three  or  four  hundred 
men  in  this  or  that  spot  for  the  purposes  of  de- 
fence against  an  invading  enemy  ?    Mr.  H.  said 
he  should  like  to  see  a  garrison  at  New  Orleans, 
and  at  one  or  two  posts  on  the  frontier.    But  of 
what  account  would  be  a  few  at  one  place,  and  a 
few  at  another  ?  There  was  a  regiment  at  Prairie 
du  Oiien— of  what  account  are  they  ?    These  In- 
dians have  no  dread  ofpermanent  garrisons,  but 
of  mounted  rifiemen.    what  could  a  few  decrepid 
men  do  against  a  horde  of  active  and  vigorous 
Indians  ?    But  we  are  to  have  not  only  this  force, 
but  the  Executive  project  of  an  invalid  corps  pf 
two  thousand  men,  to  be  used  for  garrison  service ; 
and  we  are  to  put  these  one-legged  and  one-armed 
men  to  watch  the  Indians  on  the  Wabash,  who 
fiit  about  like  ghosts*— here  to-day,  there  to-mor- 
row— who  can  travel  an  hundred  miles  in  a  night 
on  an  emergency ;  who  have  an  open  frontier,  if 
they  wish  to  come,  to  which  garrisons  at  two  hun- 
dred   miles   apart  affi)rd  but  little  protection. 
These  Indians  dread  a  contest  with  the  United 
States ;  they  know  the  people  of  the  West  only 
wish  an  ojpportunity  to  crush  them;  and  that 


they  have  the  ability  to  do  it.  Where,  then,  said 
Mr.  H.,  are  we  to  employ  onr  ten  thousand  men? 
Against  Spain,  says  the  Speaker ;  for.  somewhere 
or  other,  either  at  a  ball,  party,  sleighing  match, 
or  in  a  back,  the  Spanish  Minister  had  signified 
something  about  the  Floridas.  What  did  he  say, 
or  where  did  he  say  it,  no  one  knows.  Thestory 
about  this  talk  of  the  Spanish  Minister's,  put 
him  in  mind  of  the  preacher  who  gave  notice  that 
he  should  begin  at  such  a  point  on  Kentucky 
river,  and  preach  all  the  way  down,  from  day^  to 
day ;  and  the  particulars  of  the  story  about  the 
Spanish  Minister  were  about  as  well  defined. 
But,  if  it  were  true,  was  this  to  be  held  up  as  an 
object^of  terror  to  us  ?  Proclaim,  said  Mr.  H., 
to  the  people,  that  Mexico  is  free  spoil ;  that  the 
land  on  Red  river  will  be  theirs  i£  they  conquer 
it,  and  the  Western  people  will  swarm  upon  it 
like  the  locusts  upon  Egypt.  These  ten  thousand 
regulars  are  not  wanted  for  that  purpose;  the 
Spaniards  would  not  be  a  breakfast  for  us.  Bat 
these  men  are  to  be  kept  up.  Why  ?  Because 
the  Spanish  people  have  rebelled  against  their 
own  Government  in  the jprovinGes?<  what  have 
we  to  do  with  that?  The  Government  of  Old 
Spain  being  opposed  in  the  provinces,  the  7ety 
circumstance  of  the  rebellion  is  the  strongeat 
reason  why  Spain  should  be  friendly  towards 
us.  She  knows,  if  the  United  Slates  were  to 
march  its  forces  there,  the  standard  of  liberty 
would  be  everywhere  erected.  This,  then,  is  no 
reason  for  keeping  up  the  Army.  But,  it  is  said, 
the  afiairs  of  Europe  are  unsettled.  When  were 
they  ever  more  settled  ?  When  the  Army  was 
reduced  durinff  Jefferson's  Administration?  Mr. 
H.  said  he  bejueved  not.  We  were  under  no  ob- 
ligations to  engage  in  every  contest  which  arises 
in  Europe.  What  Power  in  Europe,  he  asked, 
has  a  disposition  to  invade  us?  None.  What 
danger  menaces  lis  from  any  quarter?  None.  Why 
then  keep  up  an  army  to  fight  windmiUs  ?  Are 
the  double  and  triple  alliances  to  be  the  order  of 
the  dav,  such  as  those  of  Gkorge  the  First  ?  Mr. 
H*  said  he  abhorred  them,  and  we  had  no  business 
with  them.  But  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  Clat)  had  said,  instead  of  diminishing,  be 
would  have  increased  the  Army.  Was  it  possible 
that  the  gentleman  had  lost  his  old  ideas  on  this 
subject?  Was  it  necessary  to  the  safety  of  this  Re- 
publican Groveroment  to  maintain  large  standing 
armies?  Or  was  it,  Mr.  H.  said,  that  the  gentle- 
man had  snufied  the  tainted  gales  from  the  plains 
of  Waterloo,  and  was  disposed  to  fight  and  to  ne- 
gotiate with  every  nation?  Daring  Washuki- 
ton's  Administration  the  Arm/  ^^d  never  been 
as  high  as  even  eight  thousand  men ;  and  there 
was  less  danger  now  than  then.  The  Powers  of 
Europe  had  as  little  regard  to  justice  then  asnpw. 
We  were  then  weak,  compared  to  what  we  are 
nqw,  and  more  inviting  to  foreign  invasion,  as 
being  an  easier  prey.  When  we  have  increased 
from  three  to  eight  millions,  can  we  be  in  greater 
danger  than  we  were  then,  when  a  smaller  fproe 
was  deemed  sufficient  ?  Every  means  of  offienoe 
and  defence  have  proportionately  iiicr^ased  with 
our  populauon.    The  importance  and  magnitude 
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of  the  estaUishmeniB  in  Earope  have  increased, 
it  is  said.  In  name  they  may,  but  they  are  not 
in  effect  as  strong :  we  shall  soon  see  the  military 
Powers,  drawn  together  by  a  common  object,  to 
pot  down  Bonaparte,  plunge  their  daggers  in  each 
other's  bosom.  Mr.  H.  said  his  hair  did  not  stand 
on  end  at  the  (^limm«r  of  moonlight  through  the 
trees.  Those  Tears  which  had  been  expressed  by 
other  gentlemen  in  debate  might  arise  from  minds 
a  Utile  distempered  by  too  great  a  desire  to  pre- 
serve  the  nation.  Mr.  H.said  he  was  opposed  to 
a  standing  army  on  principle;  and  the  more  so, 
because  alt  the  train  of  bloodsuckers  about  it  were 
to  be  substained  by  taxes  on  the  people.  Down 
with  the  whole  system  !  said  he;  down  with  it. 
like  Lucifer,  never  to  rise  again !  and  let  os  depena 
on  militia,  well  trained,  well  disciplined — on  mi- 
litia, happy  at  home;  not  a  militia  who  are  ground 
down  by  taxes — a  militia,  not  like  dogs  and  span- 
ieU|  that  the  more  you  chastise  them  the  more 
they  like  you.  Militia  must  be  disciplined  ;  but 
tfaey  will  not  fight  without  afiection  to  their  coun- 
try, created  by  an  attention  on  your  part  to  their 
interests.  There  are  two  kinds  of  patriotism,  Mr. 
H.  said-^lhe  clamorous  whip-syllabub  patriotism 
—one  rain  will  wash  it  all  off;  and  the  other, 
tliat  of  the  man  who  reaps  his  own  harvest,  cuts 
bis  own  grain,  and  uses  it  after  it  is  cut;  the 
man  who  has  a  fireside  and  farm  of  his  own.  who 
like  the  Scythian  refuses  to  go  from  hoine  to 
figbr^  but  will  fight  till  death  if  an  invader  comes 
to  his  father's  tomb.  Carthage  had  a  standing 
army,  and  she  fell.  Rome  had  but  a  militia,  and 
defended  herself.  The  instant  she  established  a 
standing  army,  disorder,  confusion,  and  mobs,  en- 
sued, and  she  soon  became,  by  means  of  her  mil- 
itary champions,  a  prey  to  the  veriest  despots  the 
world  ever  knew.  These  are  the  effects  of  stand- 
ing armies,  to  maintain  which  here,  the  direct 
tax  is  to  be  retained.  1  have  made  these  remarks 
with  a  view  of  showing  that  we  ought  to  get  rid 
of  thexe  taxes,  even  at  the  expense  of  this  gov- 
ernmental favorite.  If  necessary,  let  us  strangle 
it.  Mr.  H.  said,  however,  he  would  not  go  the 
length  of  some  gentlemen  in  their  ideas  of  econ- 
omy. He  was  in  favor  of  a  gradual  increase  of 
the  Navy,  one  consistent  with  our  means,  and  for 
all  those  expenditures  which  a  liberal,  not  a  pro- 
fuse policy,  will  require. 

Mr.  H.  proceeded  to  examine  the  merits  of  this 
tax,  to  show,  that  if  it  could  at  all  be  dispensed 
witti,  it  ought  to  be  put  down.  The  money  arising 
from  the  direct  tax  was  the  most  expensive  that 
ever  came  into  the  Treasury ;  it  is  put  down  as 
costing  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the  col- 
lection ;  but,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  would  venture  to  say 
,  that  the  actual  cost  of  collection  would  be  found 
to  be  not  less  than  four  or  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  what  with  your  collectors,  commissioners 
of  the  revenue,  and  a  hundred  other  officers.  Was 
it  not  important  that  contributions  should  not  be 
levied  in  this  inconvenient  and  expensive  mode? 
If  the  money  must  be  collected,  why  not  find  a 
Ufav  of  loosing  the  purse-strings  more  convent- 
CDtly  ?  If  money  be  collected  by  indirect  taxes, 
tiM  eottsumer  has  the  option  whether  or  not  he 


will  boy  the  articles  so  taxed,  whether  he  will 
run  his  stills  or  not.  He  has  an  option,  and  this 
sweetens  his  feelings.  But,  when  the  proud, 
official,  strutting,  consequential  character,  the 
deputy  collector,  waits  upon  him  with  his  saddle- 
bags on  his  arm,  and  takes  his  bed  from  undet 
him  to  pay  the  direct  tax,  he  feels  indignant,  and 
wishes  he  had  not  been  born  in  such  a  Govern- 
ment. Besides,  the  direct  tax  is  that  tax  by  which 
the  Slate  governments  are  and  always  must  be 
supported.  Is  this  mode  of  taxation  selected  in 
order  to  let  the  people  know  who  protects  them? 
Sorely  nor.  This  was  a  tax,  he  said,  hateful  to  the 
peop1e,and  subjecting  them  to  innumerable  frauds. 
The  best  half  of  the  men  employed  in  this  business 
of  collecting  a  few  cents  rrom  one,  a  few  from 
another,  and  so  on,  were  scoundrels,  and  cheats, 
and  would  not  stop  at  doubling  the  amount  of 
the  tax  they  ought  to  collect  from  a  man  who 
was  not  well  enough  informed  to  detect  their 
roguery.  Fortunately  or  unfortunately,  Mr.  H. 
said,  it  had  been  his  duty  as  a  professional  man, 
to  detect  practices  of  this  kind.  These  collectors, 
he  said,  were  someihinff  like  the  man's  son  whose 
father  told  him  to  make  money,  honestly  if  he 
could,  but  to  make  money.  Most  of  them  cared 
but  little  bow  they  made  it.  The  direct  tax,  he 
said,  is  a  costly,  odious,  and  oppressive  tax,  which 
stren^hened  ibe  arm  of  the  Uovernment,  by  op- 
pressmg  the  people.  He  had  witnessed,  with 
some  regret,  the  rapid  increase  of  Executive 
patronage;  he  had  witnessed,  with  pain,  the 
efforts  to  make  the  arm  of  the  mighty  stronger — 
to  extend  that  Executive  influence  which  had 
already  swollen  to  a  might v  torrent,  carrying  de- 
vastation before  it.  Instead  of  seeing  the  streams 
which  fed  this  mighty  river,  increased — by  what? 
this  mammoth  bank — by  what  more?  by  mil- 
itary academies,  invalid  corps,  direct  taxes,  and 
all  the  energies  of  power ;  instead  of  seeing  this, 
he  wished  to  see  the  streams  reduced,  dried  op 
as  fast  as  they  could,  so  that  this  river,  instead 
of  carrying  destruction  to  every  one  coming  in 
contact  with  it,  should  be  confined  within  its 
banks,  as  in  the  time  of  General  Washington- 
he  wished  to  see  it  used  in  the  ^ood  old  way ; 
and  the  good  old  way,  believe  him,  was  at  last 
the  best. 

Mr.  H.  said,  ke  had  heard  a  great  deal,  since 
he  came  here,  about  what  is  called  the  national 
glory.  What  it  meant  precisely,  he  knew  not. 
If  the  glory  acquired  in  the  late  war  was  meant, 
he  begged  to  distinguish  Congress  and  the  Pres- 
ident from  the  sailors  and  the  Armv,  who  fought 
our  battles.  The  latter,  he  said,  had  acquired 
glory,  by  land  and  sea,  which  would  last  until 
the  histury  of  these  times  should  be  no  more.  As 
to  the  President  and  Congress,  said  he,  we  had 
better  say  nothing  about  the  glory  they  have 
got.  I  know  several  gentleinen  in  Congress 
who  obtained  in  the  war  imperishable  fiime,  who 
carry  about  them  the  honorable  scars  they  ob- 
tained in  war.  But  their  merit  does  not  attach 
to  Congress.  Congress  met  in  October,  1811,  to 
prepare  for  war;  it  was  declared  in  June  follow- 
ing-—and  their  first  troops,  in  a  month  after  they 
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went  out,  bad  to  come  back  and  beg  for  clothiog 
from  the  ladies  of  Kentucky.  How  will  Johaoy 
Conirre58  feel,  when  the  pen  of  history  tells  this 
fact  7  When  the  pen  of  the  historian  narrates  the 
disgrace  of  the  affair  at  Bladensburg.  how  will  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  Stale  feet  ?  How  will 
the  members  of  the  Executive  feel,  when  it  is  re- 
corded that  men,  draughted  in  August  in  Ken- 
tacky,  sent  down  in  November,  were  drawn  up 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  with- 
001  arms  ?  It  was  something  like  a  crop  he  once 
heard  of  on  a  plantation :  the  overseer  bad  a 
share  and  a  half,  and  every  other  hand  had  a 
share  but  Jim,  and  he  had  none — he  was  afraid 
that  Johnny  Congress  would  come  out  about  the 
glory  of  the  war,  as  Jim  did  in  the  crop.  He 
was  astonished  to  hear  gentlemen  talk  about 
glory  gained  by  the  Government  in  the  war 
Many  of  our  soldiers  and  sailors  had  acquired 
fflory,  and  more  than  one  member  of  this  House 
bad  distinguished  himself  in  a  manner  to  do 
them  honor,  and  make  their  children  proud  of 
their  name  to  the  third  or  fourth  generation. 
But  the  Government  had  gained  none.  We  had 
not,  he  said,  gained  any  one  point  for  which  we 
went  to  war,  and  we  lost  a  part  of  our  fisheries, 
part  of  our  tonnage,  &«.,  and  this  is  the  amount 
of  our  gain.  He  differed  from  gentlemen  in  their 
views  of  national  honor  and  glory.  It  did  not 
consist,  be  said,  in  a  standing  army,  but  in  the 
reduction  of  the  national  debt,  and  the  expenses 
of  Government  also,  so  as  that  every  citizen 
should  be  enabled  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  bis  indus- 
try, aud  be  ready  on  occasion  to  defend  his  own 
fireside.  It  seems  we  are  to  have  national  glory 
by  opening  great  military  roads,  from  here  to 
New  Orleans — one  in  this  direction  and  one  in 
that.  Whenever  a  farmer  in  the  country,  said 
Mr.  H.,  purchases  more  than  he  can  pay  tor,  we 
saspeot  he  is  going  to  ruin,  and  that  a  commis- 
sion of  bankruptcy  will  soon  issue  against  him. 
Whenever  a  Government  lavishly  disburses  mo- 
ney, more  then  her  income,  it  e(|[ually  proves 
that  the  Government  is  going  to  rum.  The  na- 
tional debt  of  Great  Britain  has  made  a  limited 
Government  a  despotic  one.  Establish  a  mo- 
neyed aristocracy,  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
body  of  the  people-;-which  will  be  the  effect  of 
your  system — and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years 
the  axe  will  be  laid  to  the  root  of  the  tree  of  liber- 
ty, and  the  last  stage  of  freedom  in  ibis  world, 
and  when  it  falls,  it  will  fall  with  a  mighty  crash, 
never  again  to  rise.  Such  will  be  the  end  of 
this  mighty  glory,  these  mighty  prejudices  and 
expenses.  How  can  we  pay  off  the  national 
debt,  if  we  give  in  to  the^  projects  of  invalid 
corps,  military  academies,  turnpike  roads,  canals, 
dbc.,  which  are  to  consume  so  much  money? 
The  national  glory  consists  in  the  pristine  prin- 
ciples of  this  Government,  in  the  blessings  of 
tranquillity  and  comfort  at  home,  and  peace 
with  all  foreign  Powers.  Mr.  H.  concluded  his 
remarks,  by  observing  that  his  remarks  were  not  in- 
tended to  give  offence  to  the  gentlemen  who  preced- 
ed him— his  observations  were  directed  totheir  ar- 
guments only,  and  not  meant  in  disrespect  to  them. 


Mr.  Conner,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  and  said 
that  the  boourable  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
who  had  just  sat  dotvn,  (Mr.  Hardin,)  had,  m 
the  course  of  his  remarks,  acknowledged  that  the 
Army  had  nobly  fou^rht  and  bled  in  defence  of 
our  country;  that  it  had  covered  itself  with 
glory;  this  would  prevent  him  from  notrciog  the 
acrimonious  epithets  which  the  gentleman  had 
previously  bestowed  on  that  honorable  an  J  highly 
useful  body  of  men,  for  whom  he  had  the  greatest 
respect,  farther  than  to  say,  that  he  should  leave 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  struggle  with  that 
sentiment  of  strong  disapprobation,  which  such  a 
course  of  proceeding  was  calculated  to  excite  in 
that  House,  and  in  this  nation. 

Mr.  C.  said,  that  they  were  then  in  committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  nation ; 
that  this  involved  in  itself  subjects  of  primary 
importance:  our  foreign  relations;  the  propriety 
of  augmenting  the  Navy;  the  quantum  of  mili- 
tary force  to  M  retained ;  and,  what  was  the  sub- 
stratum of  military  and  naval  force,  taxation. 
The  subject,  indeed,  admitted  of  a  widely  ex« 
tended  range,  but  he  should  only  take  a  cursory, 
a  rapid  glance. 

Mr.  C.  differed  materially  from  opinions  which 
he  had  heard  advanced  on  that  floor,  with  regard 
to  abolishing  internal  taxation,  reducing  the  Ar- 
my, or  dismantling  any  part  of  the  Navy.  He 
was  for  gradually  increasing  the  Navy,and  placing 
the  Army  in  such  a  state  of  organization  as  would 
admit  or  Its  being  suddenly  enlarged  in  the  event 
of  danger  and  emer^ncy.  He  was  far  from  look- 
ing on  the  world  as  in  a  state  of  settled  and  per- 
manent tranquillity.  The  subjugation  of  France, 
he  said,  had  rendered  our  natural  rival  the  most 
formidable  Power,  perhaps,  the  world  bad  ever 
seen.  History  was  reversed ;  Carthage  had  con- 
quered Rome,  and  Hannibal  had  made  his  tri- 
umphal entry  in  her  gates.  We  were  now  hap* 
pily  at  peace  with  that  nation ;  but  be  confessed, 
and  be  sincerely  hoped  he  might  be  mistaken,  that 
the  best  reflection  he  had  been  able  to  give  that 
subject,  the  best  observation  he  was  capable  of 
forming  of  the  circumstances  and  character  of  the 
two  nations,  led  him  to  distrust  its  durability. 
There  was  a  political  necessity  of  England'^  being 
at  war;  her  agricultural  interest  was  as  clamorous 
for  it  as  her  military  or  naval ;  her  financial  sys- 
tem had  been  wound  up  to  a  .state  of  such  ht^h 
excitement,  that  relapse  would  carry  with  it  rum. 
We  were  becoming  a  great  commercial  nation,  a 
formidable  maritime  rower;  and  when,  asked 
Mr.  C.,  did  England. cease  to  view  nations  of  that 
description  with  jealousy — with  incessant,  watch- 
ful, anxious  solicitude  and  jealousy  t  When  did 
she  ever  suffer  as  favorable  opportunity  of  ffiving 
the  fatal  blow  to  the  commerce  of  such  Powers 
to  pass  bv  ?  Where  were  the  navies  of  Spain, 
France,  Holland,  and  Denmark  ?  Wbo  aimed  the 
mortal  blow  at  the  commerce  of  these  nattontt 
Were  we  alone  to  be  exempt  from  the  effects  of 
those  passions  and  motives  which  were  coeval 
with  the  fall  of  man.  and  had  uniformly  produced 
the  same  result  in  all  nations  and  ages  f  Might 
not  ft  secret  cession  of  the  Floridas,  and  a  refusftl 
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to  a  peremptory  demand  of  territorr,  be  made  a 
pretext  of  war?  And  yet  hooorable  gentlemen 
talked  as  if  it  were  in  our  power  to  perpetuate  a 
state  of  peace.  It  had  been  said,  that  one  nation 
could  make  war,  but  that  it  required  two  to  make 
peace.  Sir,  said  Mr.  C.  two  nations  can  make 
peace,  but  it. requires  the  will  of  many  to  prevent 
a  state  of  war.  It  was  true,  that  we  bad  for  sev- 
eral years  enjoyed  tranquillity,  which  resulted 
from  the  severe  contest  then  carried  on  between 
the  two  great  belligerents  of  Europe.  The  power 
at  one  time  was  so  nicely  balanced  between  these 
two  nations,  the  efforts  they  exerted  against  each 
other  were  so  incessant  and  tremendous,  that  they 
had  neither  leisure  nor  disposition  to  divert  any 
portion  of  their  hostility  towards  us ;  and  conse- 
quently, we  were  permitted  to  reap  the  fruits  of 
a  rich  commerce  unmolested.  These  were  pleas- 
ant hours,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  It  was  the  May-morn 
of  our  political  life ;  and  the  fallacy  of  hope  is 
such,  that  we  thought  this  serene  sky  was  never 
to  be  overcast ;  that  we  were  ever  to  be  enter- 
tained with  the  dulcet 'strains  of  the  pastoral  pipe 
of  peace.  But  the  tempest  of  war  soon  brushed 
away  these  Arcadian  imafres — the  thunder  of  can- 
non interrupted  this  delicious  repose.  Peace  had 
again  returned ;  these  Arcadian  images  were  again 
revived;  the  poppy  again  hung  heavy  on  our 
eye-lids.  Under  these  circumstances,  they  were 
called  upon  by  honorable  gentlemen  to  reduce  the 
Army.  He  thoug[ht  that  gentlemen  who  advo- 
cated this,  mnst  either  believe  that  an  army  of 
ten  thousand  men  was  too  large  a  force  to  garri- 
son and  defend  a  frontier  of  four  thousand  miles, 
or  that  an  army  was  of  itself  totally  useless  and 
inefficient.  He  believed  the  former  would  hardly 
be  contended  for;  he  should  therefore  beg  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  while  he  devoted  a  few 
minutes  to  the  consideration  of  the  comparative 
efficiency  of  regular  troops  and  militia;  on  which 
subject,  he  believed,  very  erroneous  impressions 
were  generally  prevalent  in  this  country.  Mr. 
C.  indicated  his  surprise  that  such  misconceptions 
should  so  generally  prevail ;  he  should  have  sup- 
posed that  the  experience  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  the  war  recently  terminated — the  expe- 
rience of  ages,  and  the  solemn  decision  of  General 
Wasbinqton ,  who  said  *'  if  he  were  called  upon 
to  declare  under  oath  whether  militia  had  been 
most  serviceable  or  prejudicial  to  the  country,  he 
should  subscribe  to  the  latter ;''  this  accumulation 
of  evidence,  be  thought,  would  have  produced  but 
one  opinion  on  the  subject.  He  did  not  deny  that 
militia,  under  a  different  organization,  should  be 
relied  on  as  a  body  of  national  guards ;  he  did  not 
deny  that,  individually,  they  were  a  finer  body  of 
men  than  those  which  constitute  regular  armies ; 
but  without  that  discipline,  experience,  and  sys- 
tem— without  that  inurement  to  hardship  and 
danger— without  that  artificial  courage,  which  is 
a  compound  effect  of  habit,  confidence,  sympathy, 
and  responsibility,  and  which  in  large  bodies  is 
much  more  uniform  and  phlegmatic  than  natural 
intrepidity—to  say  nothing  of  that  military  science 
of  engineering,  tactics,  encamping,  d&c.,  which 
bad  occupied  the  attention  of  many  of  the  greatest 


men,  from  the  days  of  the  Romans  down  to  the 
era  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  they  were  vastly  less 
efficient. 

The  honorable  £[entleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, for  whose  abilities,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  the 
highest  respect,  on  a  former  occasion,  when  the 
bill  for  establishing  military  academies  was  before 
the  House,  seemed  to  think  that  the  cadets  of 
those  schools,  by  training  the  militia,  for  a  short 
time,  would  render  them  equal  to  regular  troops; 
and  the  honorable  gentleman  alluded  to  Qenerai 
Scott's  brigade  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  which  he 
suoposed  to  have  consisted  principally  of  recruits 
wnich  had  been  but  for  a  short  time  in  service. 
He  said  that  Qenerai  Scott's  brigade,  and  that  of 
Qenerai  Ripley,  which  co-operated  with  him— 
which  brigade  constituted  the  division  of  Greneral 
Brown — had  received  a  large  accession  of  recruits 
a  short  time  previous  to  the  commencement  of 
operations.  But  the  regiments  composing  those 
brigades  had  been  for  two  years  in  service^  and 
by  frequent  engagements,  and  constant  exposure 
to  hardship  and  daoger,  had  acquired,  in  a  £reat 
measure,  the  discipline  and  firmness  of  veterans. 
Mr.  C.  said,  that  it  was  well  known  to  military 
men,  that  when  recDuits  are  arranged  to  veteran 
skeletons  of  regiments,  consisting  of  officers  and 
staff,  non-commissioned  officers  and  staff,  and  but 
a  small  part  of  its  complement  of  privates,  they 
soon  acquire  the  discipltoe  and  skill  to  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  al- 
luded. This,  perhaps,  could  be  better  illustrated 
by  an  allusion  to  the  human  frame:  the  skeleton 
was  the  bones,  the  nerves,  and  the  muscles ;  the 
recruits  were  the  flesh  and  blood.  If  the  for- 
mer had  acquired  consistency  and  strength,  the 
latter  would  impart  health  and  vigor,  though  bat 
of  recent  origin.  He  said,  that,  in  his  humble 
opinion,  the  interests  of  the  country  would  have 
been  much  better  consulted,  and  the  expense 
would  not  have  been  mater i all v  greater,  if  the 
Military  Peace  Establishment  had  been  organ- 
ized on  this  principle,  We  should  then,  in  the 
event  of  hostility,  have  been  able  to  display  a 
formidable  column  on  any  point,  that  would  at 
once  carry  terror  to  the  bosom  of  the  enemy,  and 
secure  from  depredation  an  extensive  inland 
frontier.  Mr.  C.  remarked,  that  he  was  far  from 
being  disposed  to  withhold  from  the  Western 
militia  that  tribute  to  their  valor  which  had  been 
so  universally  paid  them.  No  one  held  in  higher 
estimation  the  patriotism  with  which  they  took 
the  field,  the  patience  with  which  thev  endured 
privation,  and  the  intrepidity  they  exhibited  in 
action.  No  one  had  a  greater  respect  than  him- 
self for  a  people  who,  when  pressed  into  war,  are 
fitted  by  occupation,  climate,  and  nature,  for 
deeds  of  chivalry  ana  daring  enterprise.  But  he 
appealed  to  those  honorable  gentlemen  from  the 
West  to  know  whether,  if  the  discipline,  subordi- 
nation, and  experience,  of  veteran  armies,  had 
been  superadded  to  their  valor  and  perseverance, 
Kentucky  would  have  mourned  so  many  of  her 
sons  cut  off  by  surprise  and  massacre,  and  perished 
by  disease?  Whether,  in  fact,  the  same  exer- 
tions, the  same  privations,  would  not  have  in- 
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8Qred  the  redaction  of  ITpper  Ganadaj  and  carried 
conquest  to  the  walls  of  %laebec?  Mr.  G.  thought 
that  yery  onnecessary,  and  groundless  apprehen- 
sions were  entertained  in  inis  coontry  with  re- 
fard  to  the  danger  of  a  Military  Establishment. 
[e  denied  that  the  military  ever  destroyed  the 
liberties  of  its  country;  it  was  only  when  the 
liberty  and  virtue  of  a  country  were  extinct  that 
the  military  usurped  power;  it  was  only  when 
the  great  foundations  of  GoYernment  and  morals 
were  broken  up^  when  liberty  was  n  sound  and 
virtue  a  name ;  it  was  when  contendiDg  factions 
had  imbrued  their  hands  in  each  other's  blood, 
and  when  the  Government  became  rotten  to  the 
heart ;  it  was  in  this  unhinged,  this  corrupt,  this 
debased  state  of  things  alone,  when  the  military 
would  attempt  to  usurp  the  functions  of  Gbveia- 
dkent.  It  was  immaterial,  he  said,  whether  it  was 
the  head  of  an  army,  or  the  head  of  an  armed 
fitctioo.  tHio  should  be  guilty  of  this  usurpation. 
If  a  military  were  not  already  in  eiistence,  one 
wonkf  be  created  for  the  occasion.  He  remarked 
that,  perhaps,  it  would  be  more  for  the  interests 


of  the  people,  (if  anything  could  be  for  the  in 
teresta  of  the  people.)  und^r  such  circumstances^ 
that  they  should  settle  down  early  into  despotism, 
than  wade  through  s^as  of*  blood,  and  arrive  at 
last  to  the  same  result,  Mr.  C.  asked,  whether 
there  were  liberty  and  virtue  in  England  when 
Cromwell  drove  out  his  canting  and  hypocritical 
Parliament)  Whether  there  were  liberty  and 
virtue  in  France  when  Bonaparte  clothea  him- 
self with  Consular  power  ?  Had  not,  said  Mr.  C., 
2;  a  preparatory  step  to  thi^  usurpation,  angry 
ctions  previously  embattled  themselves  against 
each  other  on  its  plains,  and  flitted  away  in.suc- 
ceaaioa)  like  the  oloQd*atained  speetrea  of  Mac- 
beth 9  Rome,  he  said,  was  a  military  and  free 
naition  for  Centiirie^;  it  had  nearly  ail  that  time 

gowerfol  armies  in  tAe  field.  But  Rome,  at  last, 
y  that  inevitiable  process  of  decay,  to  which  all 
nation^  as  well  as  iildividoals,  are  subject,  became 
corrupt.  It  was  a  mere  contest  of  faction;  its 
liberty  and  virtue  w^re  lio  more;  it  was  a  strug- 
gle for  power  between  Sylla  andMarius;  between 
Csesar  and  Pompey ;  and  it  appeared  of  little  con- 
sequence which  should  prevail.  It  is  strange  in- 
deed, sir.  said  Mr.  C,  that  we  should  harbor  such 
dismal  forebodings  of  an  army,  oflScered  from 
among  our  own  citizens,  and  at  the  beck  and  dis- 
posal of  Government,  and  still  view  with  listless 
apathy  and  unconcern  the  overgrown  veteran 
armjr  of  a  nation,  by  nature  and  circumstances 
inimical  to  os,  and  which  could  be  borne  to  our 
shores  on  the  wings  of  the  wind.  He  said,  by  na- 
ture inimical  to  us — he  meant  that  nature  had 
placed  the  two  nations  in  such  geographical,  po- 
litical, and  commercial  relation  as  to  produce 
that  rivalry,  of  course  enmity;  otherwise,  he  be- 
lieved, there  was  neither  natural  love  nor  enmity 
between  nations.  Oderinl  dum  Tnetuanty  he  said, 
was  a  bad  maxim  for  an  individual;  it  was  that 
of  a  tyrant ;  but  it  was  a  very  safe  one  for  a  Re- 
public in  its  relations  with  foreign  Powers. 

Mr.  C  observed,  that  he  believed  no  one  truth 
was  better  established  in  that  unerring  school  of 


wisdom,  experience^  than'  that  large  masses  of 
untutored  levies,  (individually  heroes,  if  you 
please.^  in  an  open  coontry,  without  works,  could 
be  easily  defeated  and  dispersed  by  one-third  the 
number  of  veterans.  How  often  bad  it  been  wit* 
nessed  on  the  plains  of  India,  that  great  armiesi 
but  without  military  skill,  of  fifty  or  a  hundred 
thousand  men,  supported  by  a  numerous  artillery, 
had  been  totally  routed  and  scattered  by  five  or 
ten  thousand  veterans.  And  yet  these  natives  of 
India,  he  said,  these  Sepoys,  when  officered  and 
organized,  were  said  to  exhibit  more  dauntleaa 
bravery,  more  unyielding,  vigorous^  phlegmatio 
firmness,  than  the  British  veterans  in  that  ooon- 
try.  Which,  then,  asked  Mr.  C,  is  the  soundest 
policy,  to  expose  your  territory  to  be  ravaged, 
your  cities  to  be  pilla|ed  and  sacked,  and  permit 
rapine  and  conflagration  to  do  their  worst  work, 
or  to  establish  the  foundation  of  such  a  military 
ibrce  as  could,  on  emergency,  be  suddenly  en- 
larged to  prevent  these  evils — not  as  the  honor- 
Me  gentleman  from  Virginia  said^  to  emblazon 
the  glory  of  our  countrj  in  blood,  but  to  prevent 
the  glory  of  the  enemies  of  our  country  being 
embuuEoned  in  the  blood  of  our  citizens?  It  was 
this  glance  at  aome  of  our  foraiga  relations,  his 
conviction  of  the  necessity  of  preparation,  the  ex* 
pediency  of  rapidly  reducing  the  public  debt,  tha 
ruinous  impolicy  of  diminishing  the  Army,  the 
necessity  ot  augmenting  the  Navy,  which  would 
influence  him  in  voting  substantially  for  the  taxes 
proposed  by  the  honorable  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Mr.  C.  saiid,  he 
revered  the  precepts  of  Washington,  not  osten- 
tatiously, but  sincerely ;  that  great  man  was  never 
for  prostrating  the  defences  of  the  country,  and 
permitting  the  wild  beasts  of  the  forest,  or  of  Eu- 
rope, to  enter  and  satiate  thefiadves  in  our  beau* 
tinil  pastures ;  he  was  for  keeping  up  a  regular, 
but  not  oppr^sive,  system  of  taxation,  and  re- 
taining a  military  and  naval  force  proportioned 
to  our  means  and  the  otigencies  of  the  times.  Mr. 
C.  said,  that  in  the  course  of  the  observations  be 
had  the  honor  to  make  on  this  floor,  he  had  seve- 
ral times  alluded  t^  the  prospect  of  collisions  at 
some  future  time  with  a  nation  with  wh^m  we 
are  now  at  peace.  The  minister  of  a  monardh, 
sir.  said  Mr.  C,  would  not  find  it  necessary  or 
politic  to  promulgate  these  opinions;  but  the 
people  are  our  sovereign ;  vre  are  fAeir  ministers ; 
this  hall  is  the  cabinet  chamber  for  cotisultafion, 
and  here  we  are  bound  freely  to  diiidose  our 
views  and  opinions,  although  we  should  be  ovet- 
heard  by  Europe. 

When  Mr*  UomctoR  had  eboclnded^  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Ranoolpb,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tbobboav,  January  25. 

On  motion  oi  Mr.  Parris,  the  Committee  ev 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  thi^ 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  holding  a 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  within  and  for 
the  District  of  Maine. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  QdfitMiifattinios,  the  Com* 
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mittee  of  Ways*  and  Maans  were  instracted  to 
iaquire  ioio  the  expedteocy  of  making  proTisioa 
ly  lav,  requiriog  the  coUectors  of  the  United 
States  taxes,  or  their  deputies,  to  keep  an  office  at 
the  county  town  in  each  county,  or  to  attend 
there  one  day  in  each  week  for  the  transaction  of 
the  business  of  their  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoLban,  of  Ohio,  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  prortsion  by  law  for 
paying  into  the  treasury  of  the  county  of  Hamil- 
ton, in,  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  amount  of  damages 
sustained  by  the  destruction  of  the  court-house  in 
Cincinnati,  occasioned  by  fire,  through  the  negli- 
gence of  the  itoofm  of  the  United  States,  while 
occupying  said  building  as  barracks. 

Mr.  McL.  presented  a  document  in  support  of 
the  claim  presented  by  the  foregoing  resolution  i 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

VALUATION  OF  REAL  ESTATE,  &c 

The  Spbaksr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  valuations  of  lands,  lots,  and 
dweilingohooses,  and  of  slaves,  in  the  several 
States,  made  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
22d  of  July,  1813,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
the  28d  instant ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to- 
lie  on  the  table.    The  letter  is  as  fpUows : 

TaaAsvRT  DspARTxavT, 

'Jttnuarjf  96, 1816. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  8Sd  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  a  statament  of  the  amount  of  valuations  of 
lands,  lots,  and  dwelling-houses,  and  of  slaves  in  the 
several  States,  made  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
3Sd  of  July,  1813 ;  so  far  as  the  same  have  been  le- 
Inrned  by  the  principal  assessois  to  this  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yoanh  dbe. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

The  Honorable  the  SrsAKsm 

0/the  ikutt  ofXq>ruentalUfe»* 


Statement  of  the  amount  of  valuations  of  lands,  lots, 
and  dwelling-honses,  and  of  slaves,  in  the  several 
States,  made  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  33d 
of  July,  1813,  and  returned  by  the  princ^al  asses- 
sors to  the  Treasury. 

The  States  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Vir« 
ginia,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Ohio,  and  Kentucky, 
assumed  and  paid  their  quotas  of  the  tax,  and  no  val- 
uations, therefors,  were  made  under  the  act  of  July 
S8,  1813,  in  those  States. 

Vakieoflimd9,iia9,mnddwelUng'kimH$. 

New  Hampshire $36,957,826 

Massachnsetta 149,363,614 

Vermont     •        -        -        .        .        .  33,747,890 

Rhode  bland 81,667,030 

Connecticot 86,646,841 

New  York* 366,334,983 

Delawaref 144tl8,960 

Maryltnd 106,490,688 

North  Carolinat 68»1 14^963 

TennesfeeS 38,748,986 

Looinanaf  one  dMtdct,  via:  the  3d  3^13^786 


Value  of  iSUm£»> 
New  Hampshire. 
Massachusetts. 
Vermont. 
Rhode  Island. 

Connecticot $3,193 

New  York* 843,163 

Delawaref 143,619 

MaryUnd 14,635^46 

North  Carolinat 34,083,645 

TennesseeS 9,663,936 

Louisiana,  one  district,  vis :  the  3d|      -  3,384,766 

Total  Vah$atian. 

New  Hampshire $86,967336 

Msssaehnsetts 149,368,514 

Vermont 83,747,996 

Rhode  Island 31,667,036 

Conneotient 86,559,088 

New  York* 366,067,146 

Delawarst 14,361,469 

Maryland 131,016,483 

North  CaroUnat 93,197,497 

Tennessee 38^11,911 

Louisians*  one  district, vis :  the3d|  4,967,669 


*  The  returns  from  the  two  distticU  (the  13th  and 
36th)  of  the  valuations  for  the  year  1814,  have  not 
been  received.  The  valuations  of  these  two  distrieto 
for  the  year  1816,  have  been  taken.  In  four  dirtricta 
(the  7th,  13th,  31st,  and  36th)  the  valuations  of  slaves 
are  not  given  distinctly  from  the  valuations  of  landb, 
lota,  and  dwelling-houses. 

t  In  one  district  (the  3d)  the  valuation  of  slaves  is 
not  given  distinctly  from  the  valuation  of  lands,  lota, 
and  dwelling-houses. 

X  In  two  dtttricta  (the  6th  and  13th)  the  valuation 
of  slaves  is  not  given  disiinetly  from  like  valuation  of 
lands,  lota,  and  dwdling^ousss. 

S  The  leturas  from  one  distiiet  (the  8d)  of  the  val- 
uations for  the  year  1814,  have  not  been  received. 
The  valuation  of  this  district  for  1816,  as  fixed  1^  the 
boaid  of  piincipal  sssessori»  has  been  taken.  The 
valualfons  of  slaves  in  two  distiicto  (the  3d  and  4th) 
are  not  given  distinctlj  from  the  valuation  of  lattds* 
lots,  and  dwelling-honsss. 

I  No  returns  for  the  year  1814  have  been  received 
from  any  of  the  districts,  except  the  3d,  here  given. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  in  regard  to  the  rev- 
enue. 

The  resolution  respecting  the  direct  tax  being 
under  consideration,  together  with  Mr.  Haroim's 
motion  to  declare  it  expedient  to  repeal  the  said 
tax- 
Mr.  Randolph  rose  and  spoke  on  the  subject 
nearly  four  hours.  He  had  not  concluded,  when, 
being  requested  to  give  way  for  the  purpose,  the 
Committee  rose,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ross.  Mr. 
Randolpb  opposed  the  direct  tax  and  the  system 
of  internal  taxation  generally. 

Frioat,  January  26. 
Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Hkrvard 
College,  in  Cambridge,  Massaehusetts,  praying 
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that  the  dutie*,  lecored  by  the  tretsarer  of  the 
said  coliei^e,  to  be  paid  od  an  invoice  of  books, 
designed  for  the  use  of  that  semioarjr,  may  be  re- 
mitted ;  and  that  an  act  may  be  passed  permit- 
ting the  importation  of  books,  by  seminaries  of 
learninir,  free  of  doty.r-Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means, 

Mr.  Sbbgeant  presented  a  petition  of  sondry 
inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Montgomery,  Ches- 
ter, and  Delaware,  in  Pennsylvania,  praying  for 
the  eatablishmentof  a  National  Bank.--Re(erred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to 
incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^ 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prksidbnt  or  the  Umitbo  Statbs  : 

7b  ike  Boiate  of  RepmmUOise* 

of  the  United  SiatiM  .' 

In  oomplianee  with  the  resolntien  of  the  S4th  ijist>» 
I  transmit  two  letters  from  the  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  PlanipoCentiaiy  of  Spain  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  with  his  answer.      JAMES  MADISON. 

Jajtdabt  36,  1816. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afiairs. 

CAPTAIN  MORGAN. 

Mr.  Cbappbll  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  widow  and  minor  children  of  Zacquille  Mor- 

Sin,  late  a  captain  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
tates ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioner  states  that  her  husband  was  a 
captain  in  the  Army,  and  was  engaged  with  his  com- 
pany ia  the  detece  of  the  City  of  Waehingtoa  in 
Aognst,  1814 ;  that,  bj  reason  of  the  excessive  heat 
of  the  weather,  and  the  Ibrced  marches  which  lie 
made  to  join  the  American  forces  before  the  battle  at 
Bladensbnrg,  and  the  exertions  which  he  used  to  keep 
his  company  in  order  after  the  retreat  of  that  day  was 
ordered,  he  became  completely  oxhansted,  and  fell  dead 
in  the  road.  She  states  that  Captain  Morgan  left  six 
small  diil Jren,  and  prays  that  Congress  wU!  place  her 
and  her  children  on  the  same  footing  with  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  those  officers  who  died  of  wonnds  re- 
ceived in  battle. 

The  msterial  facts  stated  in  the  petition  are  sup- 
ported by  the  testimony  submitted,  and  show  that 
aMiough  Captain  Morgan  did  not  die  as  gloriously  as 
some  other  officers  of  our  Army,  yet  he  died  in  the 
■ervice  of  his  countiy,  and,  consequently,  that  diis 
caae  is  within  the  spirit  of  those  provisions  whieh  have 
henretofore  been  made.  Whether  these  provisions  be 
mwed  as  mere  inducements  to  tempt  the  citiien  to 
engage  in  the  service  of  his  countiy,  or  as  the  charity 
of  a  grateful  (Government  extended  to  the  bereavea 
widow  and  orphan,  or  as  both,  they  are  no  less  appli* 
cable  to  this  than  toe  cases  provided  for.  They  thmk 
the  relief  prayed  for  shonia  be  granted,  and  for  that 
purpose  report  a  bill. 


Tbxasvbt  DarAmTXBvr, 

Januarff  36,  1816. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  SOth  instant,  I  have  the  hoMN* 
to  lay  before  the  House — 

No.  1.  An  explanatory  letter  from  the  Regisler  of 
the  Treasury,  accompanying  the  statements  required 
by  the  resolution. 

No.  8.  A  statement  of  the  annual  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  United  Sutes,  from  the  8d  of  March, 
1789,  to  the  31st  of  March,  1816,exclusiveof  the  mon- 
eys received  from  loans,  foreign  and  domestic,  and 
payments  on  account  or  the  forwgn  and  domestiodebty 
anid  on  account  of  the  Revolutionaiy  Government, 
which  are  separately  stated. 

No.  3.  Statements,  first,  of  the  asoneys  annually 
received  from  foreign  and  domestic  loans;  second,  of 
the  sums  paid  annually  on  account  of  the  pubUc 
debt ;  and  tnird,  of  the  whole  amount  paid  anniiaUy 
on  account  of  the  Revolutionary  Govemmeftt  from 
the  commencement  of  the  present  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  dec 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  HsBBT  Clat, 

Sjpeak^  of  ike  House  of  Bepe, 

No.  I. 

TbSASOBT  DxPAmTKBBT, 

Regieter^e  Office^  January  95, 1816. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  statement, 
formed  in  pursuance  of  a  resolutbn  of  the  House  of 
ReprlBsentattves  of  the  United  States,  of  the  SOth  in* 
stent,  with  accompanying  documents,  (A,  B,  C,)  in 
relation  to  the  receipts  on  account  of  foreign  and  do- 
meslie  loans,  and  of  the  pajments  on  account  of  the 
foreign  and  domestic  debt,  and  of  the  payments  in  r^ 
latton  to  the  Revolutionary  Government. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  imports  and  ton- 
nage, have  been                          -  $323,630,374  66 
Internal  revenue  -                •  9,016,343  34 

Pirect  tax 4,476,830  63 

Postage  of  letters  -        -.      -        -  747,388  40 

Sales  of  public  lands  8,668,869  38 

Miseellaneotts       ....  l,59iM)01  68 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

The  Sf'eakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
statements  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the 
Treasury,  from  the  third  day  of  March,  1789,  to 
the  third  dav  of  March,  l£fld,  in  obedience  to  a 
resolotioD  of^the  20ih  iostaoi ;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  letter  ia  as 
follows: 


The  receipts  from  foreign  and  do- 
mestic loans,  (as  per  statement 
A,)  amount  to  -       •       -       - 

The  sum  total  of  receipts  to  31st 
March,  1816,  the  latest  period  to 
which  the  Treasurer's  account  ii 
settled  at  the  Treasury,  is  - 

The  expenditures  are  stated,  viz : 
Pay  and  subeiet- 
enee  of  the  Ar- 
my  -        -        -  $88,370,663  86 

Fortification  of 
porta  and  har- 
bors       -        -        4,374,806  36 

Fabrication  of  can- 
non -        -  363,611  64 

Purchase  of  salt* 
petre      -  160,000  00 

I  Auitieiua  armi  -  300,000  00 


347,019,303  79 


107,138,184  41 


•364,167,487  30 
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Axming  A  t^tip^ 

jtag  the  DitK- 

tk  - 
Betecfamentofiiii- 

titia 
Bmrnem  of  militia 
Sennna  of  Tohni* 

toera 


1,100,<K)0  00 

170,000  00 
2,000,000  00 

1,000,000  00 


Indian  dapartmen^^ 
Hoidinir   tfeattei, 

dtc         -        .  87d,318  68 

Tndiajrlioiiaea  -  469,7t6  08 

Naval  Department        .        »       . 

Poviiffn  iateraosne,  escelnrive  of 
Bafbafj  Powers  and  indndii^p 
die  anm  of  96|80i,000  paid  under 
the  eonvenltob  tvith  GieAt  Brit- 
atn,  of  the  8th  of  Janvaix*  180S, 
and  with  France,  of  the  dOth  of 
April,  1803       .        .       .       . 

BarMry  Poirera   .... 

CiTUiiat       .        .        - 

Ififoellaneoiu  civil        ... 

To  which,  add  the  ezponditures  in 
relation  to  the  payment  of  the  in- 
terest and  chargea  on  the  Ibreign 
loanf,  and  principal  of  the  ibreign 
and  domeitic  debt  at  the  Treaanrr 
of  the  United  8tatei»  and  by  their 
Commissionera  abroad,  af  per 
statement  B      .... 

And  the  ezoen^tores  on  account  of 
the  ReTolutionary  Government, 
as  per  statement  CI    • 

Hie  som  total  of  expenditures  from 
the  3d  of  March,  1789,  to  the  Slst 
orMairch,1815  . 

Which,  with  the  balance  in  the 
lYeasurjr,  on  the  3 1st  of  Kaich, 
1815,  as  setUed  at  the  Treasniy  - 


f97,6S8,07»  66 


1,888,040  66 
47,81M83  68 


10,678,016  34 

3,405,883  40 

14,940,686  79 

9,909,978  91 


WIS  occopied  by  Mr.  Rahoolph  in  coDtioaation 
of  his  speech.  He  did  not  eonelade  before  the 
Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


167,524,688  00 


316,268  70 


362,560,193  13 


1,597,294  07 


Make  the  sum  total  of  receipts  as 
b^re  stal»d     .        -        .        .  $354,157,487  80 


It  will  be  perceived  that  these  statements  are  a  con- 
tiauation,  in  point  of  form,  of  those  rendered  to  the 
JBouae  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  llih  of  January, 
1813,  under  a  resolution  of  that  House  of  the  24th  of 
December,  1818,  and  embrace  all  receipU  and  pay* 
ments,  whether  made  at  the  Treasury,  or  by  the  oom- 
Biissioners  of  loans  abroad,  to  the  date  of  the  latest 
settlement  at  the  Treasury,  of  the  accounU  of  the 
united  States*  Commissioners  in  London  and  Am* 
sterdam. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeetfiilly,  yonn,  dD6i 

JOSEPH  N0UR8B,  B^er. 
Hon.  A.  J.  Dallas, 

Seeniarjf  of  the  TVeoniry. 
[The  Tabular  Statements,  in  detail,  are  omitted.] 

THE  REVENUE. 
The  House  again  resolved  Itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  oo  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  upon  the  subject  of 
revenue.    The  whole  sitting  of  the  Committee  I 


Satubdat,  January  27. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  Jeney, 
Tbomas  Waub,  appeared,  produced  his  ereden- 
tiala,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  aeat. 

Mr.  Plbasants,  from  the  Committee  on  NaTal 
Afbirs,  reported  a  bill  aathorizlng  the  payment 
of  a  som  of  money  to  James  Levins ;  which  was 
read  twice^  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  th« 
whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  JACKdON,  from  a  select  committee,  by 
leave  of  the  House,  reported  a  bill  asthorisiof 
Robert  Lowe  Stobie  to  obtain  patents  for  ceruia 
iuTentiOBs;  whieh  was  read  twice,  and  com« 
mitted. 

The  8pbacb«  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmttttnr  docu- 
ments containiD|^  the  information  required  by  the 
resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Whiout  on  the  82d 
instant,  relative  to  the  execution  of  the  act  fixing 
the  Military  Peace  Establishment;  which  was 
read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs.  ' 

THE  BEVENUE. 

The  House  aitain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.* 

Mr.  Randolpb  concinded  his  speech,  which  he 
began  on  Thursday  at  about  three  o'clock ;  when 
the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


MoMt>AY,  January  29. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Jabez  Mowry,  and  others,  citizens  of  (he 
United  States,  snting  that,  upon  the  capture  of 
Elastport  by  the  Britiw  forces  oaring  the  late  war, 
a  number  of  bonds  given  by  them  to  the  United 
States,  to  secure  the  duties  on  imported  merchan- 
dise, fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British  aothoritless 
that  suits  have  been  commenced  against  some  of 
them  by  the  British  Qovemment  at  Halifax,  and 
judgment  rendered  j  that  the  cises  are  now  pead- 
lOg  before  the  higher  courts  in  Gkeat  Britain ; 
that  some  of  them  have  been  arrested  and  eon* 
fined  for  three  months  at  HalHkx,  and  that  others 
have  been  pursued  bjr  the  British  mililary  fort^ 
within  the  acknowledged  limits  of  the  United 
States,  since  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty  o( 
Peace ;  that  the  civil  authorities  of  the  United 
States  have  also  commenced  suits  against  them 
on  said  bonds;  and  prayinj;  the  interposition  of 
the  Qovemment  of  the  united  States  between 
them  and  Great  Britain;  upon  which  they  are 
prepared  to  pay  the  money  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States.— Referred  to  Messrs.  Kufo,  of 
Massaehuseus,  Conmsb,  Wbbatom,  TATaa,  add 
Bbhnbtt.  . 

Mr.  Sbrobamt  presented  a  petition  of  the  mer- 
chants and  traders  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  that  the  present  rate  of  duties  may  con- 
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tiQue  for  snch  length  of  time  as  shall  prodace 
eqaa!  justice  to  all,  or  that  a  new  tariff  ot  doties 
may  be  established,  to  go  into  operation  when  the 
existing  rate  of  duties  shall  cease. — Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Cannon  presented  a  petition  of  William 
P.  Lawrence,  prayinjp^  compensation  for  a  negro 
slave,  the  property  of  the  petitioner,  who  died  of 
a  disease  contracted  while  attending  a  detach- 
ment of  sick  and  disabled  soldiers  belonging  to 
the  Army  of  the  United  States.-^Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  LowMDEfi,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  ordoBDce  and  ordnance  stores  for  the  year 
1816 ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Pablic  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Samuel  Dick,  Asa  Kitcheil,  and  William  Bruce, 
which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  R.  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  HSamuei  Dick,  William  Bruce,  and 
Asa  Kitcheil ;  which  waA  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Tucker,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  making  appro- 
priation for  enclosing  and  improving  the  piiblic 
square  near  the  Capitol;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
'  Mr.  TuoKER  also  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Colombian  Insurance  Company  of  Alexan- 
dria; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cannon,  aAer  a  pretty  full  explanation  by 
him  of  the  circumstances  of  this  cas&  offered  a 
resolulic^n,  which  (having  been  modified  on  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Desha,  to  embrace  the  case 
generally  of  all  militia  who  had  been  situated  in 
the  same  manner  as  those  of  Tennessee,  whom 
Mr.  C.  desired  particularly  to  relieve)  was  agreed 
to  in  the  following  words: 

Resohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Militaiy  Afiairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
provision  by  law  for  paying  the  different  volunteers  and 
militia  corps,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  dur- 
ing tiie  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  Sar  the  transpor- 
tation of  baggage,  when  such  transportation  was  not 
Ihmished  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Manassah  Minor, 
which  was  read;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Manassah  Minor;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

MONEY  LOST  BY  A  PAYMASTER. 

Mr.  Yancbt  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Zachariah  Schoonmaker;  which  was  read, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to-morrow. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  petitioner  was  a  Paymaster  to  the  second 
regiment  of  volunteer  militia  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
a  part  of  which  was  stationed  at  Fort  Rtehmond,  on 
Staten  Island,  and  a  part  at  Sandy  Hook,  in  the  month 
of  October,  1813 ;  that,  on  the  8th  day  of  that  month, 
14th  Con.  1st  Scss. — ^25 


the  petitioner  received  of  the  district  Paymaster  a  diedt 
on  the  Bank  of  America  for  the  sum  of  $9,000,  which 
was  paid  him  at  the  bank  in  three  and  ten  dollar  notes ; 
that  he  paid  to  the  troops  stationed  at  Fort  Richmond 
the  sum  of  $4,169  96,  and  immediately  proceeded  to 
Sandy  Hook,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  troops  at 
that  place ;  that,  before  he  left  the  fort,  he  had  pot  the 
money  which  remained  in  his  possession  into  a  small 
trunk,  which,  for  safrkeeping,  he  deposited  in  a  large 
trunk,  and  kept  the  keys  of  the  same  himself.  When 
he  arrived  at  Sandy  Hook  he  discovered  that  he  had 
lost  from  his  trunk  the  sum  of  $S,S66,  in  which  were 
included  all  the  ten  dollar  notes  and  a  part  of  the  three 
dollar  notes.  Of  that  sum,  $810,  all  in  ten  dollai"  notes, 
was  afterwards  found  in  a  pile  of  sand  in  Fort  Hudson ; 
but  the  petitioner  states  that  the  balance,  to  wit,  $  1 ,436, 
he  has  entirely  lost.  The  petitioner  prays  of  Congress 
to  be  remunerated  for  the  loss. 

This  case  was  presented  at  the  second  session  of  the 
last  (thirteenth)  Congress,  and  the  oommittee  were 
then  of  the  opinion  that  the  petitioner  was  not  entitled 
to  relief;  [report  10th  March,  1814,  which  was  burnt 
at  the  destruction  ef  the  Capitol  on  the  d4th  August, 
1814.]  The  principle  has  often  been  adopted,  and 
which  this  committee  are  persuaded  i»  correct,  that, 
when  a  Paymaster  has  received  money  from  the  United 
States,  to  discharge  a  debt  which  the  Government  owes 
to  its  soldiery,  and  for  which  he  receives  an  adequate 
compensation,  he  must  be  considered  liable  for  the  risk 
of  the  money,  as  well  as  its  fiuthftil  and  honest  appltca* 
tion.  If  the  loss  were  produced  by  some  inevitable  ac» 
cidenty  snch  as  captuns  by  an  enemv,  or  some  other 
nnforeseen  event,  and  wUch  it  would  not  be  in  the 
power  of  human  diligence  and  wisdom  to  prevent  or 
control,  it  would  present  a  fit  case  for  the  equitable 
consideration  and  interference  of  Congress ;  but,  in  a 
ease  situated  like  the  present,  it  is  believed  that  sound 
policy  and  correct  prindpleo  require  that  the  party 
should  abide  by  the  contract  he  has  made  with  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  be  held  accountable  for  the  money.  The 
committee,  therefore,  recommend  to  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Riiokedt  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

INDEMNITY  TO  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Yancby  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  ' 
Daniel  Gbld,  and  others,  militiamen,  in  the  20th 
brigade  of  Virginia  militia,  which  was  read; 
when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  a 
company  of  the  20fh  brigade  of  Virginia  militia, 
commanded  by  Captain  Jonathan  Walmsley; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  in  the  year  1814,  the  petitioners  served  a  tour 
of  duty  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  at 
and  near  Norfolk,  and,  after  having  faithfully  served 
out  their  time,  obUuned  an  honorable  discharge  for  the 
same;  that  the  funds  which  had  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  district  Paymaster  not  being  sufficient  to 
discharge  the  amount  of  their  pay,  they  received,  at 
the  time  of  their  discharge,  each,  the  sum  of  twenty 
dollars  and  twenty  cents,  and  requested  of  Captain 
Jonathan  Walmsley  (who  commanded  the  company  to 
which  they  belonged)  to  settle  and  receive  the  balance 
of  their  pay  from  the  Paymaster,  and  cany  it  to  them 
in  the  ooUnty  of  Randolph,  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
where  they  resided.  Captain  Walmsl^  received  of  the 
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FijiOMter  at  Norfolk  *  cheek  on  Robert  Bieaty  Pag^ 
meter  Crenerel,  for  the  emount  of  the  balenee  dae  to 
h»  men»  end  dieeounted  it  at  that  place  at  five  per  cent. 
On  hie  way  home,  having  taken  a  paMage  in  the  etagOt 
he  lodged  at  the  Colnmbien  hotel,  in  die  city  of  Sit^ 
mondy  where  hie  trunk  wae  robbed  of  the  money* 

It  apMare  to  the  cemmittee,  fieoi  the  afidaviti  of 
John  Mayoe,  Lieutenant  John  B«own»  and  Captain 
Wahneley,  that  they  all  arrived  at  the  hotel  tegedier« 
and  lodged  in  the  eame  room;  that,  after  getting  into 
the  roomy  it  wae  thoD(|(ht  by  them  that  the  money  which 
Captain  Walmiley  had  in  hie  pocket  wooU  beeqnaliy 
aafe,  and  more  convenieiitiy  kiqpt  in  a  tremk  whmh  hi- 
longed  to  Brown  and  Mayce  \  that  the  money  wae  ae- 
oQioingtyphiced  in  the  tmnk  by  WalmBley»  in  the  pro* 
eenee  of  Brown  and  MTayce,  and  the  key  of  the  trunk 
given  to  Walmele^.  Otn  the  ntot  morning  after  the 
money  wae  depoeited,  vpon  nnloeking  the  trmnk  finr 
the  pnrpoee  of  taking  k  ont^  it  wae  aeneitained  by  all 
three  of  them  that  the  money  had  been  etolM* 

In  the  room  in  which  the  trnnk  was,  Mr«  Mnyee 
lodged  all  night,  and  wae  at  no  time  abeent  ftom  the 
same,  except  a  few  maaaitee  while  at  anpper  on  thrt 
evening,  and  duing  that  time  he  looked  the  door  of 
^  room  upon  etailing  to  tnpper,  and  £Mmd  it  ee  locked 
<Qpon  hie  return  to  the  eame.  The  committee  baeete 
aeenmncee  of  a  member  of  the  Henee  of  Kepreaenter- 
tivee,  that  Walmaley,  Brown,  and  Mayce,  are  all  men 
of  goodchannter. 

The  petitionam  aek  of  Congrem  to  be  pnd  the  bal- 
ance of  the  money  due  them  for  their  eervicei. 

In  thie  case  Walmaley  may,  pcvhape,  be  considered 
the  agent  ef  the  petitioners.  Adautting  that  he  ie  eo 
to  be  coneidered,  the  question  would  arise  in  thieceae, 
whether  they  ene  to  be  bound  by  his  acta,  and  leeelTe 
the  misfortune  of  his  conduct.  It  is  certainly  a  coneet 
rule  of  justice  that,  in  ordinary  casee,  the  prinmpal  ie 
bound  by  the  acta  of  the  agent;  hut  the  committee 
eoncetve  thb  to  be  an  esoeption  ta  the  genoal  ndib  the 
juBtice  and  ]»olaey  of  which  thiry  are  willing  to  admit 
In  this  case  it  wee  the  duty  of  the  Qeveniment,  peinted 
out  by  one  of  its  own  laws,  to  have  psid  the  militia  iv 
their  eervicca  at  die  time  and  place  of  their  discharge. 
In  consequence,  however,  of  drcumataneee  not  to  be 
foreeeen,  and  which  must  often  occur  in  this  country, 
aepedally  in  times  of  war,  it  was  fband  inconvenient, 
on  the  part  of  the  Government,  to  pay  'the  militia  at 
the  time  and  place  of  their  discharge.  Not  having  done 
this,  it  seems  to  the  committee  reasonable  and  juet,  and 
not  subversive  of  any  correct  principle  of  justice  or 
policy,  that,  in  this  case,  the  Oovemment  should  bear 
the  risk  of  the  money  until  it  was  paid  over  to  the  pe- 
tiUonen.    They,  therefore,  report  a  bill  for  their  relief. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Ingham,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  a  report  on  the  letter 
firom  the  Postmaster  General,  of  the  22d  inatnnt; 
which  was  read,  and  concurred-  in  by  the  House, 
as  follows: 

The  Committee  of  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  addreesed  to  the  Speaker 
by  the  Postmaster  General,  reqneeting  an  investigation 
ef  the  fiscal  concerns  of  his  l)epartment,  report :  That 
thMr  have  had  a  conference  vrith  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral on  the  subject  of  his  letter,  who  states,  that  a 
rumor  is  in  circulation  with  respect  to  the  conduct  of 
certain  persons  in  his  Department,  which  he  consid- 
gred  was  af  each  a  nature  as  to  require  an  inveatiga- 


tion  by  a  Coaimittee  ef  the  Henae  of  Renresentativaa. 
Your  committee  have  asceitained  that  the  rumor  haa 
proceeded  from  clerks  in  the  General  Post  Office,  and 
that  it  purports  to  indicate  a  suspicion,  that  aome  per- 
sons in  that  Department  have  been  in  the  practice  nf 
selling  draughts  upon  deputy  poatmssters  for  pscmi- 
ums,  which  have  not  been  peased  to  the  credit  of  ^ 
Department  on  the  books.  Your  committee  have  not 
aacertained  any  foct  to  justiff  thb  rumor,  but  they  con- 
sider it  due  to  the  chancter  of  te  Post  Office  Depsit- 
ment,  as  well  as  to  the  intereet  and  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, to  comply  with  tiie  request  of  die  Postmaster 
General  in  recommending  a  more  paiticQlar  inqwy 
than  would  have  been  in  their  opmien  eempntible  with 
the  duties  sseignsd  to  the  CenBOnee  af  Feat  OSeaa 
and  Peat  Sonde  by  the  ralna  of  the  Hooae.  Tfaay, 
theiefom,  aubmit  the  foUewing  rssolntiott: 

Buohed^  That  a  select  nnmmiitffie  be  aypointai,  m 
confoimity  with  thn  sequeat  of  the  FealBaasler  General, 
to  inveetigato  the  conduct  of  titt  Poet  Office  Depart- 
ment 

Messrs.  Iimhaic,  Bannoun.  CsBigBTOii,  Gabt, 
TALUfADCB,  PicunuMi,  and  Fobmbt,  were  np- 
pointed  the  anid  commitlee. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Revenae  anh- 
ject.  The  ijaestion  atill  under  eoosiderntion  wna 
the  propoeitioo,  hj  wa]r  of  araendaneat,  to  repeal 
the  direct  tax. 

Mr.  MgKbs  spoke  in  favor  of  this  molioo. 

Mr.  Pabris,  of  Maasachnsetts,  said*.—!  should 
not  have  risen  in  favor  of  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  honorable  member  from  Ken  tuck  j*. 
bad  it  not  been  for  the  tuexpected  oppoeitiol^  it 
met  with  from  one  of  mv  honorable  colleagues  on 
yesterday ;  unexpected  I  aafi  sir,  because,  repre- 
senting a  people  whose  interests  and  sentiments 
are  the  same,  I  did  not  anticioate  a  difference  in 
opinion  on  so  important  a  subject.  But,  since  I 
am  so  unfortunate  as  to  di£fer  from  that  honoi«- 
ble  gentleman,  with  whom  I  osuallf  act,  it  may 
be  one  to  him,  it  certainly  is  to  mf self,  thnt  I 
should  ei^ain,  in  a  few  words,  the  reasons  which 
will  infioence  my  vote 

I  consider  the  o^ect  of  the  amendment  to  be 
a  loul  repeal  of  the  system  of  direct  taxation  upon 
the  country:  a  total  re|pcni  of  a  measure  ohwaK* 
ioos  in  itself,  and  to  which  this  nation  will  never 
submit,  unless  under  circumstaooes  rendering  it 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  defending  its  rights 
or  protecting  its  liberties.  Sir,  when  this  tax 
was  laid,  sucli  necessit^r  was  apparent ;  when  it 
was  increased  its  necessity  was  doubly  so.  What 
then  was  the  situation  of  this  country  ?  Under 
what  extreme  pressure  were  these  taxes  submitted 
to  ?  It  is  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  every  mem- 
ber of  this  House.  Where,  on  the  frontiers,  were 
we  not  assailed  ?  In  the  West,  where  were  we 
not  constantly  alarmed  by  the  depredations  of  the 
savages?  In  the  North,  where  were  we  not 
threatened  with  immediate  invasion?  In  the 
East,  what  part  of  our  territory  was  in  possession 
of  the  enemy  ?  On  the  Atlantic,  what  coasts 
were  not  lighted  by  the  flames  of  our  ships ;  and 
I  might  ask,  what  waa  the  inteninl  situation  of 
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this  eouotry  ?  An  honorable  member  from  Mas- 
sacbutietts,  (Mr.  Hulbebt,)  told  us  the  other  day, 
chat  the  face  of  this  nation  had  become  pale.  Sir, 
instead  of  a  paleness  being  upon  the  face  of  the 
nation,  the  stupor,  the  coldness,  and  the  inactivity 
of  death  were  fast  seizing  upon  some  of  its  ex- 
treme members — a  disease  which  threatened  not 
so  much  the  dissolution  of  the  systeoot,  as  the  most 
fatal  consequences  to  the  parts  disordered.  Sir, 
under  such  circumstances,  these  taxes  were  sub- 
mitted to.  The  people  saw  the  necessity  of  pla- 
cing in  requisition  the  resources  and  eiiergies  of 
the  nation,  and  of  making  a  most  powerful  effort 
to  save  their  country  from  the  ravages  of  a  vin- 
dictive enemy. 

From  the  Administration  that  had  declared 
war,  not  only  by  the  consent,  biit  at  the  imperative 
call  of  the  people ;  from  that  Administration  the 
aanie  people  would  not  withhold  the  ipieansof  its 
prosecution. 

1  ask  gentlemen  to  recollect  for  what  purpose 
these  taxes  were  laid ;  I  call  upon  them  to  consider 
the  extreme  circumstanpes  under  which  they 
were  laid,  and  I  warn  them  of  the  consequences 
of  continuing  the  system  after  that  pressure  and 
those  circumstances  are  removed.  If  I  believed 
this  tax  to  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  late  war,  if  the  faith  of 
the  Government  could  not  be  redeemed  without 
it,  or  were  it  necessary  to  resuscitate  the  droopiog 
credit  of  the  nation,  as  odious  as  it  is,  as  obnoxious 
as  it  is,  as  unequal  as  it  is,  it  should  have  my 
warmest  support,  as  should  ail  other  bills  having 
the  same  object  that  might  find  their  way  to  your 
table.  Sir,  in  no  section  of  this  country  nave  the 
people  dope  more  to  aid  the  prosecution  of  the 
war,  than  in  that  which  I  have  the  honor  partic- 
ularly to  represent.  In  none,  have  they  been  more 
ready  to  contribute  the  means  or  furnish  the  effi- 
cient force,  and  in  no  district  of  equal  population 
are  to  be  found  more  of  those  honorable  but  un- 
fortunate testimonials  which  are  the  pride  and 
the  glory  of  the  soldier.  It  is  with  peculiar  sat- 
isfaction that  I  can  assert,  confidently  assert,  that 
the  yeomanry  of  Maiiie  are  among  the  most  firm 
supporters  of  your  measures ;  and  snowing  them, 
as  1  do,  respecting  those  with  whom  I  have  been 
intimate  from  my  birth,  I  should  hazard  nothing 
in  g^aranteeing  their  future  support.  But,  patri- 
otic as  they  are,  they  do  not  expiect  that  the  taxes 
levied  in  consequence  of  the  war  will  be  contin- 
ued as  a  system  in  peace.  For  what  purpose  do 
we  want  the  product  of  this  tax?  To  what  use 
will  we  apply  it?  These  are  questions  which 
the  people  have  a  right  to  ask  us,  and  which  we 
cannot  avoid,  but  roust  answer.  They  pay  the 
money,  and  of  however  little  importance  we  may 
think  the  laying  of  this  tax,  believe  me,  sir,  the 
farmer  will  not  consider  it  so  unimportant  when 
he  is  paying  it.  Compare  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures as  estimated  by  the  Secretarv  of  the 
Treasury  in  his  official  report,  compare  the  same 
as  estimated  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  in  their  exhibit  to  the  House,  and  granting 
those  estimates  to  be  perfectly  correct,  leii  me  if 
you  can,  where  will  be  the  deficiency.    It  will  be 


nowhere,  there  wiU  be  no  deficiency ;  your  way* 
and  means  wilt  be  sufficient,  amply  sofficieAl, 
without  the  direct  tax,  without  the  furniture  tax, 
and  without  the  taxes  on  manufactures,  thQ  long 
catalogue  of  which  I  hope  never  again  to  see 
incorporated  in  our  statute  book.  Why  will  this 
tax  be  odious?— because,  as  was  the  case  in  1798, 
it  may  be  difficult  to  convince  the  people  of  i^ 
necessity.  Like  causes  produce  like  effect^.  The 
fate  of  the  unfortunate  Administration  of  that  dajr 
should  be  held  upas  a  ipemento  to  every  succe^a- 
ing,  and  the  rocks  on  which  that  foundered 
ought  never  to  b^  obliterated  from  our  poljticsil 
chart.  Another  reason  why  this  mode  of  taxation 
is  odious,  is  the  great  expense  of  its  assessment 
and  collection,  and  the  number  of  officers  m- 
ployed  in  aiding  its  passage  from  the  pocket  pf 
the  citizen  to  the  yaults  ^  oiir  Treasury.  ThjS 
people  are  unaccustomed  to  this  niode  of  taxation ; 
instead  of  rendering  the  valuation  and  pairing  the 
assessment  to  officers  of  their  own  choice,  and 
belonging  to  their  immediate  neighborhood,  they 
are  called  upon  bv  men  with  whom  they  bare  no 
acquaintance,  ana  in  whose  selection  they  havip 
no  yoice.  To  this  may  be  added,  another  reason 
for  repealing  this  tax,  which,  although  the  last, 
is  by  no  means  the  least  important ;  I  refer  to  the 
great  inequality  of  its  operation,  not  only  ainong 
the  several  States,  but  among  individuals  of  the 
same  State,  which  I  will  attempt  to  prove.  Sir, 
on  examining  the  books  in  the  office  of  th^  Seo* 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  it  will  be  found,  that  tax- 
able property  of  a  given  value  in  one  State,  paf  a 
more  than  double  the  amount  of  tax  that  is  patd 
on  property  of  an  equal  value  in  another,  and 
that  too  in  States  where  the  Constitutional  pro- 
visions relating  to  direct  taxation,  have  a  similar 
operation.  Take  for  example,  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  and  Vermont.  The 
average  of  the  tax  cootemptated  l^y  the  resolution 
now  under  debate,  will  be  in  Massachusetts  twenty- 
one  cents  on  each  hundred  dollars  of  taxable,  prop* 
erty ;  in  Vermont  it  will  be  thirty  cents  ^  in 
Ehode  Island  but  sixteen;  and  in  Connecticut 
but  thirteen.  The  result  will  be  this,  that  laying 
the  proposed  tax  according  to  the  provisions  3 
the  Constitution,  the  State  of  Massachusetts  at 
the  above  rate  of  twenty-one  cents  upon  eaqh 
hundred  dollars  of  taxable  property  will  pay  three 
hundred  and  sixteen  thousand  dollars,  when  at 
the  rate  as  paid  by  Rhode  Island,  her  proportiqn 
would  amount  to  but  two  hundred  and  forty-two 
thousand  dollars,  and  as  ^aid  by  Connecticut 
onlv  to  one  hundred  and  ninetj^-seven  thousand 
dollars.  Against  Vermont,  the  inequality  will  be 
still  greater ;  the  quota  of  that  State  will  be 
ninety-eight  thousand  dollars,  while  the  same 
amount  of  property  in  Connecticut  will  pay  but 
forty-three  thousand.  This  great  inequality, 
which  cannot  be  avoided  without  a  violation  of 
Constitutional  principles,  is  to  my  miod  a  suffi- 
cient justification  for  advocating  an  entire  repeal 
of  the  system. 

But.  I  have  another  reason  for  supporting  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  member 
from  Kentucky.    Unless  driven  to  the  last  resort* 
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I  woold  not  tax  the  poor  and  the  honest  laborer 
who  supports  a  numerous  family  by  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  few  acres  of  our  soil.  Siien  rather  merit 
the  fostering  protection  of  this  Qovernment.  I 
could  stand  in  the  door  of  my  humble  dwelling, 
and  point  you  to  men  possessing  a  few  hundred 
dollars  of  property,  who  will  pay  more  of  this 
tax,  than  their  neighbors  who  own  so  many  thou- 
sands ;  and  yet,  for  all  the  purposes  of  defence 
and  protection,  jrou  will  find  the  former  the  most 
spirited  and  effective.  This  I  believe  to  be  the 
fact  throughout  this  nation.  No,  sir,  if  taxes  we 
must  have,  let  them  be  paid  by  the  wealthy,  by 
the  man  who  rides  in  the  coach,  and  not  by  him 
who  passes  for  the  footman ;  let  them  be  laid 
upon  the  luxuries  and  superfluities  of  life,  and 
not  upon  those  articlesof  necessity,  without  which 
it  cannot  be  supported.  If  the  receipts  of  the  en- 
suing year  will  meet  the  expenditures,  and  I  am 
constrained  to  believe  so  from  evidence  derived 
from  oflSciai  sources,  now  lying  on  our  tables,  how 
can  we  jus'tify  to  the  people  the  continuance  of 
this  tax  ?  It  cannot  be  done,  its  repeal  is  expected, 
confidently  expected. 

In  that  section  of  the  country  in  which  I  am 
more  immediately  acquainted,  it  has  been  with 
extreme  diflScuhy  that  the  farmer  could  procure 
the  cash  to  discharge  this  tax ;  I  say  cash,  sir,  for 
we,  there,  have  nothing  of  that  circulating  me- 
dium which  the  genileman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Randolph')  denominates  rags.  Of  the  first  tltx 
of  three  millions,  the  whole  has  been  paid  \  of  the 
last  tax  of  six  millions,  not  a  cent.  Sir,  I  hope 
while  our  tax-gatherers  are  enforcing  the  collec- 
tion of  this  tax,  the  like  of  which  they  have  never 
known,  we  shall  not  be  here  preparing  to  follow 
them  with  another.  Whatever  may  bie  the  opin- 
ion entertained  in  this  House  or  this  nation  of  the 
disposition  of  that  State,  I  feel  myself  not  bound 
to  refute  it.  I  answer  only  for  a  part^  for  that 
people  with  whom  I  am  immediately  connected, 
a  people  who,  I  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  of  as- 
suring you,  have  not  participated  in  that  kind  of 
loyalty  for  which  their  State  has  been  so  pro- 
verbial. I  know  them  well,  I  know  their  attach- 
ment to  your  measures,  an  attachment  which  has 
been  tried  in  the  days  of  adversity  and  cannot 
fail  to  be  respected  in  the  days  of  prosperity.  On 
this  subject  Iknow  their  wishes,  their  sentiments 
and  their  feelings,  and  in  their  behalf  1  call  for  a 
repeal  of  this  tax. 

Sir^  much  has  been  said  in  this  debate  about 
reducing  the  Army  and  dismantling  the  Navy ; 
I  confess  myself  not  to  be  a  favorite  of  large 
standing  armies,  they  add  nothing  to  the  security 
of  the  citizen,  little  to  that  of  the  States.  But 
why  reduce  the  present  Peace  Establishment?  it 
is  not  so  lar^e  as  to  be  dangerous  in  the  hands  of 
any  Executive,  nor  so  expensive  as  to  be  burden- 
some to  the  people.  We  have  already  dismissed 
from  our  service  a  host  of  officers,  many  of  whom 
are  equally  brave,  equally  meritorious  as  those 
we  have  retained.  Let  us  provide  for  those 
DOW  in  service,  and  while  doing  that  forget  not 
the  claims  of  others  who  have  served  us  with 
equal  fidelity.    The  Navy— reduce  the  Navy  I 


no,  sir,  on  that  we  depend  not  only  for  protection, 
but  for  negotiation  ;  (or  the  former  more  effectual 
than  ail  our  armies,  for  the  latter  more  powerful 
than  all  our  Ministers;  instead  of  reducing  I  would 
increase  the  Navy ;  and  while  we  have  such  men 
to  command  as  grace  the  naval  history  of  the 
late  war,  we  have  no  cause  to  be  apprehensive  of 
the  recurrenee  or  the  result  of  another. 

Mr.  Clat  (Speaker)  said  the  course  had  been 
pursued  ever  since  he  had  had  the  honor  of  a 
seat  on  this  floor,  to  select  some  subject  during 
the  early  part  of  the  session,  on  which,  by  a  gen* 
eral  understanding,  gentlemen  were  allowed  to 
indulge  themselves  in  remarks  on  the  existing 
state  of  public  affairs.  The  practice  was  a  very 
good  one,  he  said,  and  there  could  be  no  occasion 
more  proper  than  that  of  a  proposition  to  lay  a 
direct  tax. 

Those  who  have  for  fifteen  years  past  adminis- 
tered the  affairs  of  this  Qovernment,  have  con- 
ducted this  nation  to  an  honorable  point  of  ele- 
vation, at  which  they  may  justly  pause,  challenge 
a  retrospect,  and  invite  attention  to  the  bright 
field  of  prosperity  which  lies  before  us. 

The  great  objects  of  the  Committee  of  Finance 
in  the  report  under  consideration  are,  in  the  first 
place,  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
debts,  and  in  the  second,  to  provide  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Government,  and  the  payment  of 
such  expenses  as  should  be  authorized  by  Con- 
gress. The  greater  part  of  the  debt,  Mr.  C.  ad- 
mitted, had  grown  out  of  the  late  war;  yet  a 
considerable  portion  of  it  consisted  of  that  con- 
tracted in  the  former  war  for  Independence,  and 
a  portion  of  it  perhaos  of  that  which  arose  out  of 
the  wars  with  Tripoli  and  Algiers.  Gentlemen 
had  on  this  occasion,  therefore,  fairly  a  right  to 
examine  into  the  course  of  the  Administration 
heretofore,  to  demonstrate  the  impolicy  of  those 
wars,  and  the  injudiciousness  of  the  public  ex- 
penditures generally.  In  the  cursory  view  which 
he  should  take  of  this  subject,  he  must  be  allowed 
to  bay  he  should  pay  no  particular  attention  to 
what  bad  passed  before  in  debate.  An  honorable 
colleague,  (Mr.  Haroiii,)  who  spoke  the  other 
day,  like  another  gentleman  who  preceded  him 
in  debate,  had  taken  occasion  to  refer  to  his  (Mr. 
C.'s)  late  absence  frooi  tbb  country  on  public 
business ;  but,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  trusted  among  the 
fruits  of  that  absence  were  a  greater  respect  for 
the  institutions  which  distinguish  this  happy 
country,  a  greater  confidence  in  them,  and  an 
increased  disposition  to  cling  to  them.  Tes,  sir, 
said  Mr.  C,  I  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
battle  of  Waterloo,  and  some  lessons  I  did  derive 
from  it ;  but  they  were  lessons  which  satisfied 
me  that  national  independence  was  only  to  be 
maintained  by  national  resistance  against  foreign 
encroach  meats,  by  cherishing  the  interests  oi 
the  people,  and  giving  to  the  whole  physical 
power  of  the  country  an  interest  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  nation.  I  have  been  taught  that  les- 
son ;  that  we  should  never  lose  sight  of  the  pos- 
sibility that  a  combination  of  despots,  of  men 
unfriendly  to  liberty,  propagating  what  in  their 
opinion  constitutes  the  principle  of  legitimacy, 
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might  retch  our  happy  land,  aod  subject  us  to 
that  tyranny  and  degradation  which  seems  to  be 
one  of  their  objects  in  another  country.  The 
result  of  my  reflections  is  the  determination  to 
aid  with  my  rote  in  providing  my  country  with 
all  the  means  to  protect  its  liberties,  and  guard 
them  even  from  serious  menace.  Motives  of 
delicacy,  which  the  committee  would  be  able  to 
understand  aod  appreciate,  prevented  him  from 
noticing  some  of  his  colleague's  (Mr.  Hardin's) 
remarks;  but  be  would  take  the  occasion  to  give 
him  one  admonition,  that  when  he  next  favored 
the  House  with  an  exhibition  of  his  talent  for 
wit — with  a  display  of  those  elegant  implements, 
for  his  possession  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  so  handsomely  complimented  him, 
that  he  would  recollect  that  it  is  bought  and  not 
borrowed  wit,  which  the  adage  recommends  as 
best.  With  regard  to  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  history,  in  deciding  upon  the  justice  and 
policy  of  that  war,  will  determine  the  question 
according  to  the  state  of  things  which  existed 
when  that  war  was  declared.  I  gave  a  vote  for 
the  declaration  of  war,  said  Mr.  C— I  exerted  all 
the  little  influence  and  talents  I  could  command 
to  make  the  war.  The  war  was  made ;  it  is  ter- 
minated ;  and  I  declare,  with  perfect  sincerity, 
if  it  had  been  permitted  me  to  lift  the  veil  of  futu- 
rity, and  to  have  foreseen  the  precise  series  of 
events  which  have  occurred,  my  vote  would  have 
been  unchanged.  The  policy  of  the  war,  as  it 
regarded  our  state  of  preparation,  must  be  determ- 
ined with  reference  to  the  state  of  things  at  the 
time  that  war  was  declared.  Mr.  G.  said  he  need 
not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  in  demonstra- 
ting that  we  had  cause  sufficient  for  war.  We 
had  been  insulted,  and  outraged,  and  spoliated 
upon  by  almost  all  Europe->-by  Great  Britain,  by 
France,  Spain,  Denmark,  Na[nes,  and  to  cap  the 
climax,  bv  the  little  contemptible  Power  or  Al- 
ffiers.  We  had  submitted  too  lon^  and  too  much. 
We  had  become  the  scorn  of  foreign  Powers,  and 
the  contempt  of  our  own  citizens.  The  question 
of  the  policy  of  declaring  war  at  the  particular 
time  when  it  was  commenced,  is  best  determined, 
Mr.  C.  remarked,  by  applying  to  the  enemy  him- 
self; and  what  said  he  1  That  of  all  the  circum- 
Btances  attending  its  declaration,  none  was  so 
aggrftv&tiog  as  that  we  should  have  selected  the 
moment  which,  of  all  others,  was  most  inconve- 
nient to  him;  when  he  was  struggling  for  self- 
existence  in  a  last  effort  against  the  gigantic 
power  of  France.  The  question  of  the  state  of 
preparation  for  war  at  any  time  is  a  relative  ques- 
tion— relative  to  our  own  means,  the  condition 
of  the  other  Power^  and  the  state  of  the  world  at 
the  time  of  declaring  it.  We  could  not  expect, 
for  instance,  that  a  war  against  Algiers  would 
require  the  same  means  or  extent  ofpreparation 
as  a  war  against  Great  Britain ;  and  if  it  was  to 
be  waged  against  one  of  the  primary  Powers  of 
Europe,  at  peace  with  all  the  rest  ot  the  world, 
and  therefore  all  her  force  at  command,  it  could 
not  be  commenced  with  so  little  preparation  as 
if  her  whole  force  were  employed  m  another 
quarter.    It  is  not  necessary  again  to  repel,  said 


Mr.G.,  the  stale,  ridiculous,  false  story  of  French 
influence,  originating  in  Great  Britain  and  echoed 
here.  I  now  contend~-so  I  have  always  done— 
that  we  had  a  right  to  take  advantage  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  world  at  the  time  war  was  declared. 
If  Great  Britain  were  engaged  in  war,  we  had  a 
right  to  act  on'  the  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that 
her  means  of  annoyance,  as  to  us,  were  di- 
minished ;  and  we  had  a  right  to  obtain  all  the 
collateral  aid  we  could  from  the  operations  of 
other  Powers  against  her,  without  entering  into 
those  connexions  which  are  forbidden  by  the 
genius  of  our  Government.  But.  Mr.  C.  said,  it 
was  rather  like  disturbing  the  ashes  of  the  dead, 
now  to  discuss  the  questiona  of  the  justice  or 
expediency  of  the  war.  They  were  questions 
long  since  settled,  and  on  which  the  public  opin- 
ion was  decisively  made  up  in  favor  of  the  Ad- 
ministration. 

He  proceeded  to  examine  the  conditions  of  the 
peace  and  the  fruits  of  the  war — questions  of  more 
recent  date,  and  more  immediately  applicable  to 
the  present  discussion.  The  terms  of  the  peace, 
Mr.  C.  said,  must  be  determined  by  the  same  rule 
that  was  applicable  to  the  declaration  of  war — 
that  rule  which  was  jfiirnished  by  the  state  of  the 
world  at  the  time  the  peace  was  made.  And, 
even  if  it  were  true  that  all  the  sanguine  expecta- 
tions which  might  have  been  formed  at  the  time, 
of  the  declaration  of  war  were  not  realized  by  the 
terms  of  the  subsequent  peace,  it  did  not  follow 
that  the  war  was  improperly  declared,  or  the 
peace  dishonorable,  unlesss  the  condition  of  the 
parties  in  relation  to  other  Powers  remained  sub- 
stantially the  same  throughout  the  struggle,  and 
at  the  time  of  the  termination  of  the  war,  as  they 
were  at  the  commencement  of  it.  At  the  termt* 
nation  of  the  war,  France  was  annihilated — blot- 
tied  out  of  the  map  of  Europe ;— the  vast  power 
wielded  by  Bonaparte  existed  no  longer.  Let  it 
be  admitted  that  statesmen,  in  laying  Hieir  course, 
are  to  look  at  probable  events — that  their  conduct 
is  to  be  examined  with  reference  to  the  course  of 
events  which  in  all  human  probability  might 
have  been  anticipated — ^and  is  tnere  a  man  in  this 
House  in  existence  who  can  say,  that  on  the  18tb 
day  of  June,  1812,  when  the  war  was  declared,  it 
would  have  been  anticipated  that  Great  Britain 
would,  by  the  circumstance  of  a  general  peace, 
resulting  from  the  overthrow  of  a  Power  whose 
basements  were  supposed  to  be  deeper  laid,  mare 
ramified,  and  more  extended,  than  those  of  any 
Power  ever  were  before — ^be  placed  in  the  attitude 
in  which  she  stood  in  December,  1814?  Would 
any  one  say  that  the  Government  could  have 
anticipated  such  a  state  of  things,  and  ought  to 
have  been  governed  in  its  conduct  accordingly? 
Great  Britain,  Russia,  Germany,  did  not  expect— 
not  a  Power  in  Europe  believed — ^as  late  even  as 
January,  1814,  that,  in  the  ensuing  March,  Bona- 

eirte  would  abdicate,  and  the  restoration  of  the 
ourbons  would  follow.  What  then  was  the 
actual  condition  of  Europe  when  peace  was  con* 
eluded  ?  A  perfect  tranquillity  reigned  through- 
out ;  for,  as  late  as  the  1st  of  Marcn,  the  idea  of 
Napoleon  reappearing  in  France  was  as  little 
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^tert'afned  as  that  of  a  man's  coining  from  the 
moon  to  take  apon  himself  the  government  of  the 
country.  In  December,  1814,  a  profound  and  ap- 
parently permanent  peace  existed.  Great  Britam 
was  left  to  dispose  of  the  vast  force — the  accu- 
mulation of  twenty-fiTe  years— the  work  of  an 
immense  system  of  finance  and  protracted  war. 
She  was  at  liberty  to  employ  that  undirided  force 
against  this  country.  Under  such  circumstances, 
it  did  not  follow,  Mr.  C.  said,  according  ,to  the 
rules  laid  down,  either  that  the  war  ought  not  to 
have  been  made,  or  that  peace,  on  such  terms, 
ought  not  to  hare  been  concluded. 

What  then,  Mr.  C.  asked,  were  the  terms  of 
the  peace?  The  regular  Opposition  in  this  coun- 
try— the  gentlemen  on  the  otner  side  of  the  House 
— had  not  come  out  to  challenge  an  investigation 
df  the  terms  of  the  peace,  although  they  had  sev- 
eral times  given  a  sidewipe  at  the  treaty  on  occa- 
siotis  with  which  it  had  no  necessary  connexion. 
It  had  been  sometimes  said  that  we  had  gained 
A0thinj[  by  the  war — that  the  fisheries  were  lost, 
itc.  now,  he  asked,  did  this  question  of  xhk  fish- 
eries really  stand  ?  By  the  first  part  of  the  third 
tfrlicle  of  the  Treatr  of  1783,  the  right  was  rec- 
<^nised  in  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  take 
fish  (if  every  kind  on  the  Grand  bank  and  on  all  the 
other  Iwnks  of  Newfoundland ;  also  in  the  Gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence,  and  at  all  other  places  in  the 
a^,  Where  the  inhabitants  of  both  countries  used 
at  any  time  to  fish.  This  right  was  a  necessary 
incident  to  bur  sovereignty,  although  it  is  denied 
to  some  of  the  Powers  of  Europe.  It  was  not 
Cdntiested  at  Ghent;  it  has  never  been  drawn  in 
qtilBStion  by  Great  Britain.  But,  by  the  same  third 
article^  it  was  further  stipulated  that  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  United  States  shall  have  "liberty  to 

*  take  fish  of  every  kind  on  such  part  of  the  coast 
'  of  Newfoundland  as  British  fishermen  shall  use, 

<  (but  not  to  dry  or  cure  the  same  on  that  island) 
'  and  also  on  the  coasts,  Injs^  and  creeks  of  all 
'  other  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in 
'  America ;  and  that  the  American  fishermien  shall 

<  have  liberty  to  dry  and  cure  fish  in  any  of  the 
'  ttn^ettled  Invs.  harbors,  and  creeks,  of  Nova 
'  Bcbtia,  Magdalen  Island,  and  Labrador,  so  long 

*  as  the  same  shall  rcfmain  unsettled ;  but,  so  soon 
'  as  the  same  or  either  of  them  shall  be  settled,  it 

*  shall  not  be  lawfal  for  the  said  fishermeo  to  irj 
'  or  core  fish  at  such  settlement,  without  a  previ- 
'  ous  agreement  for  that  purpose  with  the  inhab- 
'  itantsLproprietors,  or  possessors,  of  the  fi^round." 

The  British  Com mis5ioners,assumi!ig  that  those 
liberties  had  expired  by  the  war  between  the  two 
countries,  at  an  early  period  of  the  negotiation 
declared  that  they  would  not  be  revived  without 
an  equivalent.  Whether  the  Tr^atv  of  1783  does 
not  form  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  atcord- 
ittg  to  which  treaties  are  vacated  by  a  War  break- 
ing out  between  the  parties,  is  a  question  on  which 
he  idid  not  mean  to  express  an  opinion.  The  first 
article  of  that  treaty,  by  which  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  acknowledges  the  sovereignty  or  the  Uni- 
%td  Stated,  certainly  was  not  abrogated  by  the 
Wari  that  all  the  btlier  parts  of  the  same  InMru- 
intUt  whibh  define  the  limits,  privileges,  and  lib- 


erties, attaching  to  that  sovereignty,  were  equally 
unaffected  by  the  war,  might  be  contended  for 
with  at  least  much  plausibility.  If  we  deter- 
mined to  ofi^r  them  the  equivalent  required,  the 
question  was,  what  should  it  be  ?  When  the  Brit- 
ish Commissioners  demanded,  in  their  pr&f^^  a 
renewal  to  Great  Britain  of  the  right  to  the  nav- 
igation of  the  Missiissippi,  secured  by  the  Treaty 
of  1783,  a  bare  majority  of  the  American  Com- 
missioners offered  to  renew  it,  upon  the  condition 
that  the  liberties  in  question  were  renewed  to  us. 
He  was  not  one  of  that  majority.  He  would  not 
trouble  the  Committee  with  his  reasons  for  being 
opposed  to  the  offer.  A  majority  of  his  colleagues, 
actuated  he  believed  by  the  best  motives,  made 
however  the  offer,  and  it  was  refused  by  the  Brit- 
ish Commissioners. 

If  the  British  interpretation  of  the  Treaty  of 
1783  be  correct,  we  have  lost  the  liberties  in  ques- 
tion. What  the  value  of  them  really  is,  he  bad 
not  been  able  to  meet  with  any  two  gentlemiiti 
who  agreed.  The  great  value  of  the  whole  mass 
of  our  fishery  interests,  as  connected  with  our 
navigation  and  trade,  was  suflieiently  demon- 
strated bf  the  tonnage  employed ;  but,  what  was 
the  relative  importance  of  these  fisheries,  there 
was  S[reat  contrariety  of  statements.  They  were 
liberties  to  be  exercised  within  a  foreign  jurisdic- 
tion, and  some  of  them  were  liable  to  be  destroyed 
by  the  contingency  of  settlement.  He  did  not 
believe  that  much  importance  attached  to  such 
liberties.  And,  supposing  them  to  be  lost,  we  are 
perhaps  suflieiently  indemnified  by  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  British  mortage  upon  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi.  This  great  stream,  on  that 
supposition,  is  placed  (where  it  ought  to  be)  in 
the  same  independent  condition  with  the  Hud- 
son, or  any  other  river  in  the  United  States. 

IfjOn  the  contrarv,  the  opposite  construction  bf 
the  Treaty  of  1783  be  the  true  one,  these  liberties 
remain  to  us,  and  the  right  to  the  navi|(ation  of 
the  Mississippi,  as  secured  to  Great  Britain  by 
that  instrument,  continues  with  her. 

But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  was  surprised  to  hear  m 
gentleman  from  the  Western  country  (Mr.  Has- 
din)  exclaim,  that  We  had  gained  nothing  by  the 
war.    Great  Britain  acquired,  by  the  treaty  ne- 

fotiated  hj  Mr.  Jay,  the  right  to  trade  with  the 
ndians  within  our  Territories.  It  was  a  right 
upon  which  she  placed  ereat  value,  and  from  the 
pursuit  of  which  she  dio  not  desist  without  great 
reluctance.  It  had  been  exercised  by  her  agents 
in  a  manner  to  excite  the  greatest  sensibility  in 
the  Western  country.  This  right  was  clearly  lost 
by  the  war ;  for  whatever  may  be  the  true  opin- 
ion as  to  the  Treaty  of  1783,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  stipulations  of  that  of  1794  no 
longer  exist. 

It  had  been  said,  that  the  great  Object  in  the 
continuation  of  the  war  had  been  to  secure  our 
mariners  against  impressment, and  that  peace  waa 
made  without  accompliahing  it.  With  regard  to 
the  Opposition,  he  presumed  that  they  would  not 
urge  any  such  argument.  For,  if  their  opinion 
was  to  be  inferred  (though  he  hoped  in  this  eas^ 
it  was  not)  from  that  oi  an  influential  and  dw* 
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tiDgiMed  member  of  the  OppOBitsoii,  we  htd 
ffeason  to  believe  that  tiiey  did  not  tbiok  the 
British  doctrines  wrong  on  this  sobjeet.  He  tl- 
loded  to  a  letter  said  to  be  written  by  a  gentleman 
of  great  consideration,  residing  in  an  adjoining 
Stale,  to  a  member  of  this  House,  in  which  the 
writer  states  that  he  eoneeives  the  British  claim 
to  be  right,  and  expresses  his  hope  that  the  Presi- 
dent, however  he  might  kick  at  it,  wonld  be  com- 
Clled  to  swallow  the  bitter  pill.  If  the  peace 
id  really  given  up  the  American  doctrine,  it 
would  have  been,  according  to  that  opinion, 
merely  yieldiM  to  the  force  of  the  British  right. 
Itt  that  view  of  the  subject,  the  error  of  the  Ad- 
ministiation  would  have  been  in  contending  for 
too  maeh  in  behalf  of  this  country ;  for  he  pre- 
sumed there  was  no  doubt  that,  whether  right  or 
wrong,  it  would  be  an  important  principle  gained 
to  secure  our  seamen  aaaiiiBt  British  impressment. 
And  he  trtMted  in  God  that  all  future  Adminis^ 
tratioos  would  rather  err  on  the  side  of  contending 
for  too  much  than  too  little  for  America. 

But  Mr.  C.  was  wiiyiig  to  admit  that  the  eon- 
duct  of  the  Administration  ought  to  be  tried  hj 
their  own  opinions,  and  aot  those  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. One  of  the  great  causes  of  the  war,  and  of 
its  continuance,  was  the  practice  of  impressment 
eiercised  by  Qreat  Britain ;  and  if  this  claim  has 
been  admitted,  by  necessary  implication  or  ex- 
press stiptilatibn,  the  Administration  has  aban- 
doned the  rights  of  our  seamen.  It  was  with  utter 
asiontshment  that  he  beard  that  it  had  been  con- 
tended in  this  country,  that  because  our  right  of 
nemption  from  the  practice  had  not  be«i  ex- 
pressly secured  in  the  treaty,  it  was  thcvefore  given 
op  1  it  was  impossible  that  such  an  argument 
could  be  advanced  on  that  floor.  No  member 
who  regarded  his  reputation  would,  dared, advance 
such  an  argument  here. 

Had  the  war  terminnted,  the  practice  continu- 
ing, he  admitted  that  such  might  be  a  fair  infer- 
ence ;  and  on  some  former  occasion  he  had  laid 
down  the  principle,  which  he  thought  correct, 
that  if  the  United  States  did  then  make  peace 
with  Qreat  Britain,  the  war  in  Europe  continu- 
ing, and  therefore  she  continuing  the  exercise  of 
the  practice,  without  anv  stifiulation  to  secure  us 
against  its  effects,  the  plain  inference  would  be. 
that  we  had  surrendered  the  right.  But  what  was 
the  fact?  At  the  time  of  the  conclusion  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  Great  Britain  had  ceased  the 
practice  of  impressment;  she  was  not  only  at 
peace  with  all  the  Powers  of  Europe,  but  there 
was  every  prospect  of  a  permanent  and  durable 
peace.  The  treaty  being  silent  on  the  subject  of 
intpcessment,  the  only  plain  rational  result  wa», 
that  neither  patty  had  conceded  its  r%hts,  but 
thev  were  left  totally  unaffected  by  it.  Mr.  C. 
saia  he  recollected  to  have  heard  in  the  British 
House  of  Commons,  whilst  he  was  in  Europe, 
the  very  reverse  of  the  doctrine  advanced  here  on 
this  subject.  The  British  Ministry  were  charged 
by  a  member  of  the  Opposition  with  having  sor- 
lendered  their  ri^t  of  impressment,  and  the  same 
conrae  of  reasoning  was  employed  to  prove  it  as 
ke  onderttood  was  employed  in  this  country  to 


prove  our  acquiescence  in  that  practice.  The 
argument  was  this:  the  war  was  made  on  the 
professed  ground  of  resistance  of  the  practice  of 
impressment;  the  peace  having  been  made  with- 
out a  recognition  of  the  right  by  America,  the 
treaty  being  silent  on  the  subject,  the  inferenoe 
was,  that  the  British  authorities  had  surrendered 
the  right ;  that  they  had  failed  to  secure  it,  and, 
having  done  so,  had  in  effect  yielded  it.  The 
member  of  the  Opposition  in  Mglaod  was  iust 
as  wrong  as  any  member  of  this  Ilouse  would  be, 
who  should  contend  that  the  right  of  impressment 
is  surrendered  to  the  British  Government.  The 
fact  was,  Mr.  C.  said,  neither  party  had  surren- 
dered its  rights ;  things  remain  as  though  the  war 
had  never  been  made ;  both  parties  are  in  possea- 
sion  of  all  the  rights  they  had  anterior  to  the  war. 
Lest  it  might  be  deduced  that  his  sentiments  on 
the  subject  of  impressment  had  undergone  a 
change,  he  took  the  opportunity  to  say.  that  al- 
though he  desired  to  preserve  peace '  between 
Qreat  Britain  and  the  United  States,  and  to 
maintain  between  them  thmt  good  understanding 
calculated  to  promote  the  interest  of  each,  yet, 
whenever  Great  Briuin  should  give  satislactory 
evidence  of  her  design  to  aflply  her  doctrine  m 
impressment  as  heretofore,  he  was,  for  one,  ready 
to  take  up  arms  again  to  oppose  her.  The  fact 
was,  that  the  two  nations  had  been  placed  in  a 
slate  of  hostility  as  to  a  practice  growing  out  of 
the  war  in  Europe.  The  war  ceasing  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  rest  of  Europe,  left  England 
and  America  engaged  in  a  contest  on  an  aggres- 
sion which  had  also  practically  ceased.  The 
question  had  then  presented  itself,  whether  the 
United  States  should  be  kept  in  war,  to  gain  an 
abandonment  of  what  had  become  a  mere  abstract 
principle,  or  looking  at  the  results,  and  relying  on 
the  good  sense  and  sound  discretion  of  both  coun- 
tries, we  should  not  recommend  the  termination 
of  the  war.  When  no  practical  evil  could  result 
from  the  suspension  of  hostilities,  and  there  was 
no  more  than  a  possibility  of  the  removal  of  the 
practice  of  impressment,  I,  as  one  of  the  mission, 
consented  with  sincere  pleasure  to  the  peace, 
satisied  that  we  gave  up  no  right,  sacrificed  no 
honor,  oompromitted  no  iqnportant  principle.  He 
said,  then,  applying  the  rule  of  the  actual  state  of 
things,  as  that  by  which  to  judge  of  the  peace, 
there  was  nothing  in  the  conditions  or  terms  ot 
the  peace  that  was  dishonorable,  nothing  for  re- 
proach, nothing  for  regret. 

Gentlemen  have  complained  that  we  had  lost 
the  iskinds  fn  the  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy.  Have 
they  examined  into  that  question,  and  do  they 
know  the  grounds  on  which  it  stands?  Prior  to 
the  war  we  occupied  Moose  Island,  the  British 
Grand  Menan.  Each  party  claimed  both  Islands. 
America,  because  they  are  within  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  as  defined  by  the  Treaty  of 
1783;  and  Great  Britain,  because,  as  she  allegis, 
they  were  in  the  exception  contained  in  the  sec- 
ond article  of  that  treaty  as  to  islands  within  the 
limits  of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia.  Ail  the 
information  which  he  had  received  concurred  in 
representing  Grand  Menan  as  the  most  valuable 
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aenavfate  with  the  aetoal  state  of  the  countrf , 
shoold  grow  with  its  growth,  and  keep  pace  wicti 
^  progress.  Look  at  that  map,  (said  be,  potot* 
ing  to  the  large  map  of  the  United  States  which 
hangs  in  the  Hall  of  the  Hoose  of  Representa- 
tires;)  at  the  vast  extent  of  that  coantrf  which 
stretches  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  in  the 
NorthwesJ,  to  the  &y  of  Pondy,  in  the  Bast. 
Look  at  the  vast  extent  of  our  maritime  coast ; 
reeoUect  we  have  Indians  and  powerful  nations 
conterminoos  on  the  whole  frontier;  and  that  we 
know  not  at  what  moment  the  savage  enemy  or 
Great  Britain  herself  may  seek  to  make  war  with 
na.  OogiK  the  force  of  the  coantry  to  be  graduated 
bf  the  scale  of  our  exposure  or  are  we  to  be  on* 
influenced  by  the  increase  ot  oar  liability  to  war  ? 
Have  we  forgotten  that  the  power  of  Prance,  as 
a  coanterpoise  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  is  anni* 
hilaied'— gone ;  never  to  rise  again,  I  believe,  un- 
der the  weak,  unhappy,  and  imbecile  race,  who 
now  sway  her  destinies?  Any  individual  most, 
I  think,  come  to  the  same  conclusion  with  my- 
self, who  takes  these  considerations  into  view, 
and  refleeis  on  our  growth,  the  state  of  our  de- 
foce,  the  situation  of  the  nations  of  the  world, 
and  above  all,  of  that  nation  with  whom  we  are 
most  likely  to  come  into  collision ;  for  it  is  in  vain 
to  conceal  it,  this  country  must  hare  many  a 
hud  and  desperate  tug  with  Great  Britain,  let 
the  two  Governments  be  atlministered  how  and 
by  ivhom  they  may.  That  man  must  be  blind  to 
the  indieiitions  of  the  future,  who  cannot  see  that 
we  are  destined  to  have  war  after  war  with  Great 
Britain,  until,  if  one  of  the  two  nations  be  not 
crushea,all  grounds  of  collision  shall  have  ceased 
between  us.  I  repeat,  said  Mr.  C,  if  the  eondi- 
tion  of  France  were  that  of  perfect  repose,  instead 
<Hf  that  of  a  volcano  ready  to  burst  out  again  with 
a  desolating  eruption  $  if  with  Spain  our  differ- 
ences were  settled ;  if  the  dreadful  war  raging  in 
South  America  were  terminated ;  if  the  marines 
of  All  the  Powers  of  Europe  were  resuscitated 
as  they  stood  prior  to  the  Revolution  of  France ; 
if  there  was  universal  repose,  and  profound  tran- 
quillity among  all  the  nations  of  the  earthy  con- 
sidering the  actual  growth  of  our  country,  in  his 
judgment,  the  force  of  ten  thousand  men  would 
not  be  too  great  for  its  exigencies.  Do  gentle-, 
men  ask  if  1  rely  on  the  regular  force  entirely  for 
the  defetice  of  the  country  7    I  answer,  it  is  for 

J  garrisoning  and  keeping  in  order  our  fortifications, 
or  the  preservation  of  the  national  arms,  for 
something  like  a  safe  depository  of  military  aci- 
enee  and  skill,  to  which  we  may  recur  in  time  of 
danger,  that  I  desire  to  maintain  an  adequate 
regular  force.  I  know  that  in  the  hour  of  peril 
our  great  reliance  must  be  on  the  whole  physical 
force  of  the  country,  and  that  no  detachment  of 
It  can  be  exciusivety  depended  on.  History 
proves  that  no  nation  not  destitute  of  the  military 
art,  whose  people  were  united  in  its  d^ence,  ever 
was  eonquered.  It  is  true  that  in  countries  where 
standing  armies  have  been  entirely  relied  on  the 
sirmies  have  been  subdued,  and  the  subjugation 
of  the  nation  has  been  the  consequence  of  it;  but 
BO  example  is  to  be  found  of  a  united  people  be- 


ing conquered  who  poaseseed  an  adequate  degree 
of  military  knowledge.  Look  at  the  Grecian  Re- 
publics struggling  successfully  against  the  over- 
whelming force  m  Persia ;  look  more  recently  at 
Spain.  I  have  great  confidence  in  (he  militia, 
and  I  wonid  go  with  my  honorable  colleague, 
(Mr,  MgKbb,)  whose  views  I  know  are  honest, 
hand  in  hand,  in  arming,  diseiplioing,  and  ren- 
dering eflective  the  militia  J  I  am  for  providiug 
the  nation  with  every  possible  means  of  resist- 
ance. I  ask  my  honorable  colleague,  after  I  have 
gone  thus  far  with  him,  to  go  a  step  further  with 
me,  and  let  us  retain  the  force  we  now  have  for 
the  purposes  I  have  alrea4v  described.  I  ask  gen- 
tlemen who  propose  to  reduce  the  Army,  if  they 
have  examined  lo  detail  the  number  and  extent 
of  the  posts  and  nrrisons  on  our  maritinae  and 
interior  frontier?  if  they  have  not  gone  through 
this  process  of  reasoning,  how  shall  we  urrive  at 
the  result  that  we  can  reduce  the  Army  with 
safety  ?  There  is  not  one  of  our  foru  adequately 
garrisooed  at  this  moment;  and  there  is  nearly 
one-fourth  of  them  that  have  not  ooe  solitary 
man.  I  said  the  other  day>  that  I  would  rather 
vote  for  the  angmentiuion  than  the  reduction  of 
the  Army.  When  returning  to  my  country  frooi 
its  foreign  service,  and  looking  at  this  question, 
it  appeared  to  me  diat  the  maximum  was  20,000, 
the  minimum  10,000  of  the  force  we  ought  to  re- 
tain. And  I  again  say,  that  rather  than  redoee  I 
would  vote  to  increase  the  present  force. 

A  standing  army,  Mr.  C.  said,  had  been  deemed 
necessary  from  the  commencement  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  present  time.  The  question  was 
onl  V  ns  to  the  quantum  of  force ;  and  not  whether 
it  should  exist.  No  man  Who  regards  his  politi- 
cal reputation  would  place  himself  before  the 
people  on  a  proposition  for  its  absolute  disband- 
ment.  He  admitted  a  question  as  to  qimotora 
might  be  carried  so  far  as  to  rise  into  a  question 
of  principle.  If  we  were  to  propose  to  retain  an 
army  of  thirty  or  forty  or  fifty  thousand  men, 
then  truly  the  question  would  present  itself,  whe- 
ther our  rights  were  not  in  some  danger  from 
such  a  staiHling  army,  whether  reliance  was  to 
be  placed  alto|;ether  on  a  standing  army  or  on 
that  natural  sate  defence  which,  according  to  the 
habits  of  the  country  and  the  principles  of  our 
Government,  is  considered  the  bulwark  of  our 
liberties.  But  between  five  and  ten  thousand 
men,  or  any  number  under  ten  thousand,  it  could 
not  be  a  question  of  principle  ^  for,  unless  gentle- 
men were  afVaid  of  spectres,  it  was  utterly  impos- 
sible that  any  danger  could  be  apprehended  from 
ten  thousand  men,  dispersed  on  a  rrontier  of  many 
thousand  miles — here  twenty  or  thirty,  there  an 
hundred,  and  the  largest  amount  at  Detroit,  not 
exceeding  a  thin  regiment.  And,  yet,  brave  gentle- 
men—gentlemen who  are  not  alarmed  at  hobgob- 
lin»*«who  can  intrepidly  vote  even  against  taxe^ 
are  alarmed  by  a  force  of  this  extent  f  What,  he 
asked,  was  the  amount  of  the  Army  in  the  time 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  a  time,  the  orthodoxy  of  which 
had  been  so  ostentatiously  proclaimed  ?  It  wta 
true,  when  that  gentleiAafi  came  into  power,  it 
was  with  a  determination  to  retrench  as  far  as 
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]fraccieable.    Under  tb«  fall  ioflaence  cyf  these 
nb'tidov,  in  1802,  the  bold  step  of  wholly  disband- 
ing the  Atmjr,  nerer  was  thought  of.    The  Mili- 
taiy  Peace  establishment  was  then  fixed  at  about 
four  thousand  men.    But,  before  Mr.  Jefferson 
went  oHit  of  power,  what  was  done — that  is.  in 
ApKI  18087    In  addition  to  the  then  existing 
Peace  fistablish men t,  eight  regiments,  amounting 
to  between  fi^e  and  six  thousand  men,  were  au- 
thorized, making  a  total  force  precisely  equal  to 
the  present  Peace  Establishment.    It  was  true 
that  all  this  force  had  nerer  been  aettially  enlisted 
and  embodied;  that  the  recruiting  service  had 
been  suspended ;  and  that  at  ihe  commencement 
of  the  war  we  bad  far  from  this  number ;  and, 
Mr.  C.  said,  we  hare  not  now  actually  ten  thou- 
sand men,  being  at  least  two  thousand  deficient 
of  that  number.    Mr.  C.  adverted  to  what  had 
be^n  said  bta  this  and  other  occasions  of  Mr.  Jef- 
feraoto's  not  baring  seized  the  farorable  moment 
fbir  war  whksh  was  afibrded  by  the  aittack  on  the 
Chesapeake.     He  had  always  entertained  the 
ofiinion,  he  said,  that  MV.  Jefferson  on  that  occa- 
mn  tooK  the  correct,  manly  and  frank  course,  in 
^ying  to  the  British  Gorernment— your  officers 
hare  done  this-^it  is  an  enormous  ag^gression — do 
yv>ii  approve  the  act,  do  you  make  it  your  cause 
or  not?    That  Gtorernment  did  not  sanction  the 
act;  it  disclaimed  it,  and  promptly  too — and, 
ahbough  they  for  a  long  time  withheld  the  due 
redress,  it  was  uhiAiately  tendered.    If  Mr.  Jef- 
ftrson  had  Used  his  power  to  carry  the  country 
Into  a  war  at  that  period,  it  might  hare  been  sup- 
^rted  by  public  opinion  during  the  moment  of 
ferer,  but  it  wotila  soon  abate,  and  the  people 
#ould  begin  to  ask.  why  this  war  had  been  made 
without  understanoMg  whether  the  British  Gor- 
erninent  arowed  the  conduct  of  its  officers,  &c. 
If  the  threatening  aspect  of  our  relations  with 
fikigland  had  entered  into  thecoosi^eFation  which 

J  kid  caused  the  increase  of  the  Army  at  that  time, 
Ir.  C.  said,  there  Ivere  considerations  equally 
strbnff  at  this  time,  witb  our  augmented  popula- 
ddn,  fdr  retaining  our  present  force.  If,  howerer, 
there  Were  no  ifareatenings  iVom  any  quarter,  if 
the  relatire  force  of  European  nations,  and  the 
general  balance  of  power  existinff  before  the 
French  rerolntion  were  restored ;  if Bouth  Amer- 
tea  had  not  made  the  attempt,  in  which  he  trusted 
in  Qod  she  would  succeed,  to  achiere  her  inde- 

Sendence ;  if  our  affairs  with  Spain  were  settled, 
e  would  repeat,  that  ten  thousand  men  would 
itot  be  too  great  a  force  for  the  necessities  of  the 
eoontrr,  and  with  «  riew  to  future  emergencies. 
He  had  taken  the  liberty  the  other  day  to  make 
s6taie  obserrations  which  he  might  now  repeat^  as 
IVirnishing  auxiliary  eonsfderations  for  adopttag 
a  course  of  prudence  and  precaution.  He  had 
then  said,  that  our  affairs  with  Spain  were  ndt  set- 
tied,  &c.,  that  the  8j[)anish  Minister  was  reported 
to  bate  made  some  inadmissible  demands  of  our 
GorernAient.  The  fact  turned  out,  Mr.  C.  said, 
as  he  had  presented  it.  It  appeared  that  what 
Was  then  rumor  was  now  fact ;  and  Spain  had 
taken  the  ground  not  only  that  there  must  be  a 
diacilssion  of  our  title  (o  that  part  of  Louisiana 


formerly  called  West  Florida,  (which  it  might  be 
doubted  whether  it  ought  to  take  place,)  but  had 
required   that  we  must  surrender  the  territory 
first  and  discuss  the  right  to  it  afterwards.    Be- 
sides this  unsettled  state  of  our  relations  with 
Spain,  he  said,  there  were  other  rumors — and  be 
wished  to  Goo  we  had  the  same  means  of  ascer- 
taining their  correctness,  as  we  had  found  of  as- 
certaining the  truth  of  the  rumor  just  noticed — 
it  was  rumored  that  the  Spanish  prorince  of 
Florida  had  been  ceded,  with  all  her  pretensions, 
to  Great  Britain.    Would  gentlemen  tell  him', 
then,  that  this  was  a  time  when  any  statesman 
would  pursue  the  hazardous  policy  of  disarming 
entirely — of  quietly  smoking  our  pipes  by  our 
firesides,  regardless  of  impending  danger?     It 
might  be  a  palatable  doctrine  to  some,  but,  he  was 
persuaded,  was  condemned  by  the  rules  of  conduct 
in  private  life,  by  those  maxims  of  sound  precau- 
tion by  which  indiriduals  would  regulate  their 
private  affairs.    Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  not  here  mean 
to  take  up  the  question  in  relation  to  South  Amer- 
ica.   Still  it  was  impossible  not  to  see  that,  in 
the  progress  of  things,  we  might  be  called  on  to 
decide  the  question  whether  we  would  or  would 
not  lend  them  our  aid.    This  opinion  he  boldly 
declared — and  he  entertained  it.  not  in  any  pur- 
suit of  vain  glory,  but  from  a  deliberate  convic- 
tion of  its  being  conformable  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  country — that  having  a  proper  understand- 
ing with  foreign  Powers — that   understanding 
which  prudence  and  a  just  precaution  recom- 
mended— it  would  undoubtedly  be  good  policy 
to  take  part  with  the  patriots  of  South  America. 
He  believed  it  could  be  shown  that,  on  the  strictest 
principles  of  public  law^  we  have  a  right  to  take 
part  with  them,  that  it  is  our  interest  to  take 
part  with  them,  and  that  our  interposition  in 
their  favor  would  be  effectual.    But  he  confessed, 
with  infinite  regret,  that  he  saw  a  supineness  on 
this  interesting  subject  throughout  the  country, 
which  left  him  almost  without  hope,  that  what 
he  believed  the  correct  policy  of  the  country 
would  be  pursued.    He  considered  the  release  of 
any  part  of  America  from  the  dominions  of  the 
Old  World,  as  addine  to  the  general  security  of 
the  new.    He  could  not  contemplate  the  exet- 
tions  of  the  people  of  South  America,  without 
wishing  that  they  might  triumph  and  nobly  tri- 
umph.   He  believed  the  cause  of  humanity  would 
be  promoted  by  the  interposition  of  any  foreign 
Power  which  should  terminate  the  contest  be- 
tween the  friends  and  enemies  of  independence 
in  that  quarter,  for  a  more  bloody  and  cruel  war 
nerer  had  been  carried  on  since  the  days  of  Adam 
than  that  which  is  now  raging  in  South  Amer- 
ica—in which  not  the  least  regard  is  paid  to  the 
laws  of  war,  to  the  rights  of  capitulation,  to  the 
rights  of  prisoners,  nor  eren  to  the  rights  of  kin- 
dred.   I  do  not;  said  Mr.  C,  offer  these  riews  ek- 
pectitt|;  to  infiuence  the  opinions  of  others ;  they 
are  opinions  of  my  own.    But,  on  the  question  of 
general  policy,  whether  or  not  We  shall  interfere 
in  the  war  in  South  America,  it  may  turn  out 
that,  whether  we  will  or  trill  not  choose  to  inter- 
fere iu  their  behalf,  we  shall  be  drawn  into  the 
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contest  in  the  course  of  its  proffress.  Among 
other  demands  bv  the  Minister  of  Spain,  is  the 
exclusion  of  the  nag  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  other 
parts  of  South  America  from  our  ports.  Our 
Goyernment  has  taken  a  ground  on  this  subject, 
of  which  I  think  no  eentleman  can  disapprove — 
that  all  parties  shall  oe  admitted  and  hospitably 
treated  in  our  ports,  provided  they  conform  to  our 
laws  while  amongst  us.  What  course  Spain  may 
take  upon  this  subject,  it  was  impossible  now  to 
say.  Although  I  would  not  urge  this  as  an  argu- 
ment for  increasing  our  force,  said  Mr.  C,  I  would 
place  it  among  those  considerations  which  ought 
to  have  weight  with  every  enlightened  mind  in 
determining  upon  the  propriety  of  its  reduction. 
It  is  asserted  that  Qreat  Britain  has  strengthened 
and  is  strengthening  herself  in  the  provinces  ad- 
joining us.  Is  this  a  moment  when  in  prudence 
we  ought  to  disarm  ?  No,  sir.  Preserve  your 
existing  force.  It  would  be  extreme  indiscretion 
to  lessen  it. 

Mr.  C.  here  made  some  observations  to  show 
that  a  reduction  of  the  Army  to  from  four  to  five 
thousand  men,  as  had  been  suggested,  would  not 
occasion  such  a  diminution  of  expense  as  to  au- 
thorize the  rejection  of  the  report,  or  any  essential 
alteration  in  the  amount  of  revenue,  which  the 
system  proposes  to  raise  from  internal  taxes,  and 
his  colleague  (Mr.  MoKes)  appeared  equally  hos- 
tile to  all  of  them.  Having,  however,  shown 
that  we  cannot  in  safety  reduce  the  Army,  Mr, 
C.  would  leave  the  details  of  the  report  in  the 
abler  hands  of  the  honorable  chairman,  (Mr. 
Lowndes,)  who,  he  had  no  doubt,  could  demon- 
strate, that  with  all  the  retrenchments  which  had 
been  recommended,  the  Government  would  be 
bankrupt  in  less  time  than  three  years,  if  most  of 
these  taxes  were  not  continued.  He  would  now 
hasten  to  that  conclusion,  at  which  the  Commit- 
tee could  not  regret  more  than  he  did,  that  he  had 
not  long  since  arrived. 

As  to  the  attitude  in  which  this  country  should 
be  placed,  the  duty  of  Congress  could  not  be  mis- 
taken. My  policy  is  to  preserve  the  present  force^ 
naval  and  military;  to  provide  for  the  augmen- 
tation of  the  Navy ;  and  if  the  danger  of  war 
should  increase,  to  increase  the  Ariny  also.  Arm 
the  militia,  and  give  it  the  most  effective  char- 
acter of  which  it  is  susceptible.  Provide  in  the 
most  ample  manner,  and  place  in  proper  depots, 
all  the  munitions  and  instruments  of  war.  For- 
tify  and  strengthen  the  weak  and  vulnerable 
pomts  indicated  by  experience.  Construct  mili- 
tary roads  and  canals,  particularly  from  the  Mi- 
ami of  the  Ohio  to  the  Miami  of  JSrie ;  from  the 
Sciota  to  the  Bay  of  Sandusky;  from  the  Hud- 
son to  Ontario ;  that  the  facilities  of  transporta- 
tion may  exist  of  the  men  and  means  of  the 
country  to  points  where  they  may  be  wanted. 
I  would  employ  on  this  object  a  part  of  the  Army, 
which  should  also  be  employed  on'^our  line  of 
frontier,  territorial  and  maritime,  in  strengthen- 
ing the  works  of  defence.  I  would  provide  steam- 
batteries  for  the  Mississippi,  for  Borgne  and  Pont- 
chartrain,  and  for  the  Chesapeake,  and  for  any 
part  of  the  North  or  Bast  where  they  might  be 


beneficially  employed.  In  short,  said  Mr.  C,  ( 
would  act  seriously,  effectively  act,  on  the  princi- 
ple, that  in  peace  we  ought  to  prepare  for  war — 
for  I  repeat,  again  and  again,  that  in  spite  of  all 
the  prudence  exerted  bv  the  G^overnment,  and  the 
forbearance  of  others,  tne  hour  of  trial  will  come. 
These  halcyon  days  of  peace,  this  calm  will  yield 
to  the  storm  of  war ;  and  when  that  comes,  I  am 
for  being  prepared  to  breast  it.  Has  not  the  Gov- 
ernment been  reproached  for  the  want  of  prepar- 
ation at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war? 
And  yet  the  same  gentlemen  who  utter  .these  re- 
proaches, instead  of  taking  counsel  from  expe- 
rience, would  leave  the  country  in  an  unprepared 
condition. 

He  would  as  earnestly  commence  the  great 
work,  too  long  delayed,  of  internal  improvement. 
He  desired  to  see  a  chain  of  turnpike  roads  and 
canals  from  Passamaquoddy  to  New  Orleans,  and 
other  similar  roads  intersecting  the  mountains, 
to  facilitate  intercourse  between  all  parts  of  the 
country,  and  to  bind  and  connect  us  together. 
He  would  also  effectually  protect  our  manufac- 
tories. We  had  given  at  least  an  implied  pledge 
to  do  so  by  the  course  of  administration.  He 
would  afford  them  protection,  not  so  much  for  the 
sake  of  the  manufacturers  themselves  as  for  the 
general  interest.  We  should  thus  have  our  wants 
supplied  when  foreign  resources  are  cut  off,  and 
we  should  also  lay  the  basis  of  a  system  of  taxa- 
tion, to  be  resorted  to  when  the  revenue  from  im- 
ports is  stopped  by  war.  Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  is 
a  rapid  sketch  of  the  policy  which  it  seems  to  me 
it  becomes  us  to  pursue.  It  is  for  you  now  to 
decide  whether  we  shall  draw  wisdom  from  the 
past,  or,  neglecting  the  lessons  of  recent  experi- 
ence, we  shall  go  on  headlong  without  foresight, 
meriting  and  receiving  the  reproaches  of  the 
community.  I  trust,  sir,  notwithstanding  the 
unpromising  appearances  sometimes  presenting 
themselves,  during  the  present  session,  we  shall 
yet  do  our  duty.  I  appeal  to  the  friends  around 
me — with  whom  I  have  been  associated  for  years 
in  public  life,  who  nobly,  manfully  vindicated 
the  national  character  by  a  war,  waged  by  a 
young  people,  unskilled  in  arms,  single-handed, 
against  a  veteran  Power;  a  war  which  the  nation 
has  emerged  from  covered  with  laurels.  Let  us 
now  do  something  to  ameliorate  the  internal  con- 
dition of  the  country ;  let  us  show  that  obiects  of 
domestic  no  less  than  those  of  foreign  policy  re- 
ceive our  attention ;  let  us  fulfil  the  just  expecta- 
tions of  the  public,  whose  eyes  are  anxiously 
directed  towards  this  session  of  Congress ;  let  us, 
by  a  liberal  and  enlightened  policy,  entitle  our- 
selves, upon  our  return  hpme^  to  that  best  of  all 
rewards,  the  grateful  exclamation — ^^  Well  done 
thou  good  and  faithful  servant  P' 
When  Mr.  Clat  had  taken  his  seat — 
Mr.  HoPKiNBON  rose  and  said :  My  participa- 
tion in  the  counsels  of  the  country  is  of  such  re- 
cent date,  that  I  may  feel  astonishment  at  occur- 
rences w&ich  excited  no  surprise  in  more  experi- 
enced politicians.  The  course  which  the  busi- 
ness now  under  discussion  has  taken  Jtpp^rs  to 
me  to  be  a  phenomenon  in  legislation.  This  Con- 
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gress,  sir,  assembled  after  the  conclusion  of  a  war 
which  had  called  for  rast  efforts  and  expendi- 
tures, and  aceainttl«ted  a  ▼erjr  heavy  debt.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  session  the  asaal  com- 
mittees for,  the  arrangement  of  the  pablie  busi- 
ness were  appointed,  and  amonff  the  rest,  most 
prominent  and  most  important,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  It  was  the  duty  of  this  com- 
mittee to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  finances 
of  the  nation,  to  make  accurate  estimates  of  its 
wants,  a  judicious  examination  of  its  means,  and 
fairly  and  impartially  to  apply  the  one  to  the 
necessities  of  the  other.  Tn^  committee  Chen 
appointed,  in  due  time,  and  it  is  presumed  on  due 
consideration,  made  their  report  upon  these  high 
matters  to  the  House,  and  the  debate  we  are  now 
engaged  in  arises  out'of  that  report.  In  the  usual 
course  of  Parliamentary  affairs,  it  was  doubtless 
to  have  been  expected,  that  the  opposition,  if  any, 
to  the  estimates  and  means  thus  furnished  by  the 
avowed  friends  of  the  Administration,  would 
have  come  from  what  I  find  is  called  "the  Opposi- 
tion." But  no  such  thing.  We,  on  this  side  ot  the 
House,  sat  patient  and  silent,  prepared  to  take 
our  share  of  the  burden,  and  endure  our  portion 
of  the  suffering.  As  far  as  we  can  judge  from 
the  indications  m  our  knowledge,  the  system  then 
matured  and  delivered,  would  have,  generally  at 
least,  been  adopted  and  carried  into  operation^ 
when,  behold,  the  storm  of  opposition  rises,  not 
with  the  Opposition,  but  the  declared  friends  and 
supporters  of  the  Administration,  and  of  those 
measures  which  have  called  for  these  extraor- 
dinary burdens  and  supplies!  I  should  have  sop- 
posed  that  these  gentlemen  would  have  been  will- 
ing to  forget  local  interests,  to  surrender  subordi- 
nate opinions,  and  to  unite  heartily  in  the  great 
work  of  paying  the  national  debt,  and  providing 
for  future  expenditures.  But,  I  beg  it  may  be 
distinctly  remembered  that  the  first  assault  upon 
the  reported  system  of  finance,  that  assault  which 
goes  to  its  vitality,  and  opened  a  breach  which 
others— still  declared  friends  of  the  Administra- 
tioB^have  widened,  was  made  by  the  honorable 

fentleman  from  Kentucky,  the  Speaker  of  the 
[ouse.  A  motion  was  made  by  that  gentleman 
to  reduce  the  land  tax  from  three  to  two  millions. 
This  motion  failed.  Not  disheartened  by  the 
defeat,  he  followed  up  the  attempt  by  a  blow  in- 
finitely more  deadly  to  the  whole  scheme,  by 
moving  that  the  land  Ux  should  be  an  annual  tax ; 
while  every  other  tax  reported  is  perpetual,  and 
the  whole  together  declared  to  be  a  permanent 
system  of  taxation.  In  this  the  gentleman  was 
successful,  and  so  great  a  part  as  three  millions 
of  a  permanent  system,  has  assurance  of  exist* 
enee  hut  for  a  single  year.  If  this  unfortunate, 
and  I  may  say  ill-judged  movement,  shall  throw 
the  whole  into  confusion,  and  the  Gk>vernroent  is 
thereby  embarrassed,  the  public  faith  impeached, 
and  the  public  establishments  pinched,  let  it  be 
remembered  whence  these  evils  have  flowed;  let 
them  be  traced  to  their  true  source,  the  friends  of 
the  Administration,  and  not  to  the  Opposition. 
When  the  honorable  Speaker  had  made  this  first 
step^  it  was  natural  to  expect  that  some  other  I 


gentleman,  of  the  same  side,  should  be  ambitious 
to  step  before  him,  and  accordingly  we  find  chat 
his  colleague  proposes  to  abolish  altogether  this 
odious  land  tax,  and  strike  it  out  of  the  system; 
and,  of  course,  to  throw  these  three  millions  upon 
the  shoulders  of  those  who  have  been,  or  may  be, 
kind  enough  to  take  the  rest  of  the  burden.  Is 
this  dealing  fairly  and  equitably  by  all?  But, 
sir,  the  cause  of  wonder  does  not  stop  here ;  the 
greater  wonder  is  yet  untold.  No  sooner  does 
the  honorable  Speaker  suggest  his  essential,  his 
vital  change  in  this  system  of  finance,  than  the 
honorable  chairman  or  the  committee,  by  whom 
it  was  reported,  surrenders  it  at  discretion,  with- 
out an  effort  to  defend  or  a  vtroggle  to  preserve  it. 
Can  it  be  expected  that  we,  in  opposition,  how- 
ever well  disposed,  can  retain  our  confidence  in 
a  system  thus  solemnly  reported,  as  the  mature 
work  of  knowledge  and  deliberation,  and  thus 
abandoned  as  if  the  piavtbinff  of  a  child?  I  know 
not  the  reasons  which  have  determined  the  honor- 
able  chairman  to  this  course.  His  intelligence  and 
candor  oblige  me  to  believe  that  he  can  give  a 
satisfactory  explanation  of  it,  but  until  it  is  given 
I  most  pause  in  my  confidence.  For  myself,  sir, 
I  assure  you  most  serionslyj  that  I  took  my  seat 
here  with  a  fixed  intent  to  give  all  the  aid  in  mr 
power  to  extricate,  the  country  from  her  difficul- 
ties, and  to  provide  for  her  future  support ;  to 
place  the  resources  of  the  nation  fairly  and  libera 
ally  at  the  disposal  of  those  whom  the  people 
have  chosen  to  govern  them,  and  to  suffer  no  feel- 
ings of  my  own  in  relation  to  the  Administra- 
tion to  interfere  with  the  conscientious  discharge 
of  my  duty  as  an  American  legislator.  But  how 
must  I  hesitate  in  the  course  which  would  bring 
me  to  these  results,  when  I  find  those  who  are 
appointed  \p  lead  the  way,  and  are  presumed  to 
have  all  the  information  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose, halting  and  receding  in  their  steps,  and  un* 
certain  whether  the  path  lies  in  this  or  in  that 
direction;  in  fact  diwring  among  themselves  as 
to  the  measures  to  be  pursued  I  While  I  would 
watch,  with  double  scruple  and  care,  the  uses 
made  of  the  public  resources  by  an  Administra- 
tion not  possessing  my  confidence,  I  could  by  no 
means  feel  justified  in  withholding  those  re- 
sources, and  suffering  the  Qovernment  itself  to 
fall  into  diasolntion.  I  will  not  let  my  house  go 
to  decay,  because  I  do  not  like  the  tenant. 

On  the  subject  of  the  motives,  the  policy,  and 
the  conduct  of  the  war ;  the  advantages  and  the 
glory  of  the  peace ;  I  had  hoped  to  hear  not  a 
syllable  within  these  walls,  and  certainly  never 
intended  to  make  them  topics  of  discussion.  I 
was  willing  to  consider  the  war  as  an  evil  gone 
by,  to  be  remembered  no  more  as  a  source  of  irri- 
tation and  reproach,  and  recurred  to  only  for  its 
lessons  of  wisdom  and  experience.  I  desired  to 
look  to  the  country  in  the  actual  situation  in 
which  we  find  her ;  to  heal  the  deep  wounds  in- 
fiicted  upon  her ;  re-animate  her  powers,  and  re- 
store  her  strength.  My  attention  has  not,  there- 
fore, been  for  a  moment  turned  to  the  numerous 
considerations  that  belong  to  the  questions  of  the 
war  and  the  peace.    But,  sir,  how  has  this  mod- 
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eratioo,  for  saeh  I  ing^t  call  it,  been  recviFed  by 
the  honorable  Speaker,  who  has  this  moment  sat 
down.  He  has  goae  into  an  elaborate  and  ani- 
mated justification*— nav,  enloginm  of  the  war, 
and  a  magnificent  display  of  Uie  glory  and  ad- 
vantages of  the  peace.  Ands  sir,  not  satisfied 
with  this,  he  has  said  the  Opposition,  as  be  calls 
MS,  has  not  yet  challenged  either ;  and  be  chal- 
lenges OS  to  do  so.  Sir,  I  feel  mobt  fully  the  rash- 
ness of  taking  up  this  challenge  on  the  instant, 
naarmed,  unprepared,  and  witboat  a  moment's 
anticipation  that  I  should  be  drawn  into  the  eon- 
teat.  I  will,  however,  rentnre  upon  it,  taking 
the  gentleman's  own  positions  for  my  gnide ; 
and  hoping  to  refute  him  on  the  very  points  and 
{[rounds  he  has  chosen  to  place  himself,  in  rala- 
tion  to  the  gains  of  the  peace  partieolarly.  Let 
me,  however,  premise  that  this  peace  bad,  and 
tas,  my  hearty  approbation ;  and  most  ^atefol  I 
•m  to  those  who  made  it*  God  forbM,  that  I 
should  reproach  a  measure  which  i  solemnly  and 
ooascieoiionsly  believe  snatched  my  country  fnim 
the  brink  of  the  gulf  of  ruin.  The  Federal  Gov- 
erament  was  at  the  last  gasp  of  existence.  But 
9ix  months  longer,  and  jt  was  no  more.  Yes,  sir ; 
trust  me  thfit  but  for  this  providential  peace,  you 
Md  I  would  not  be  here  listeniug  to  prond  decla- 
mn^tionson  the  glory  of  the  war;  we  should  have 
heard  nothing  of  a  Congress  at  this  time  but  as  a 
thin^  that  was  i  we  should  have  had  no  pnxiband 
piottmgs  about  a  next  President ;  no  anxious  long- 
ings for  federal  offices.  The  General  Govern- 
ment would  have  dissolved  into  its  original  ele- 
mfints;  its  powers  would  b^ve  returned  to  the 
States  from  which  it  was  derived,  and  ihey. 
doubtless,  would  have  been  folly  competent  to 
their  own  defence  against  anv  enemy.  Does  not 
everybodjf  remember  that  all  the  great  States, 
and,  I  beuieire,  the  small  ones  too,  were  preparing 
for  this  sute  of  &hing8»  and  organising  their  own 
means  for  their  own  defence  1  When,  there- 
lore,  I  speak  of  our  desperate  condition,  I  sneak 
only  of  the<Jfi>eral  Government,  and  not  or  the 
eonntry,  of  which  I  never  did  despair,  and  never 
can.  But,  sir,  as  I  believe  that  the  strength,  pros- 
perity, and  happiness  of  this  country  essentially 
depend  upon  the  mfintenanoe  of  the  Federal 
Government,  can  I  but  be  gratefol  for  an  event 
which  has  preserved  it?  This  source  of  appro- 
bation, however,  is  obviousljr  independent  of  the 
terms  of  Ibis  boasted  treaty,  in  which  I  see  none 
of  the  advantages  so  boasted  of;  and.  indeed,  no 
excellence  but  the  redemption  from  evil. 

The  honorable  Speaker  has  boldly  and  dis- 
tinctly put  the  question,  ^  What  imve  we  gained 
by  the  war?"  and  imposed  upon  himself  the  task 
of  exhibttiog  and  proving  those  mighty  gaioa. 
But,  to  my  astonishment,  the  whole  of  his  ar- 
gument was  exerted  to  prove  not  what  we  have 
gained,  for  not  an  item  of  gain  was  produced,  but 
what  we  have  not  lost.  In  what  manner  any  gsin 
is  to  be  made  out  of  this  I  cannot  conjecture.  To 
begin  with  the  fisheries.  The  gentleman  has  told 
as  that  our  right  in  them  was  hM  under  the  treaty 
of  1873 ;  that  in  the  late  negotiation  the  British 
Commissioners  ooaunded  that,  by  oar  war,  we 


bnd  forfeited  all  the  rights  held  imder  focmitr 
treaties,  and,  among  the  rest,  the  use  of  these 
fisheries.  I  do  not  understand  from  the  gentle- 
man that  our  Commissioners  assented  to  thi&doe- 
trine,  but  rather  that  they  made  their  objections 
to  it.  But,  still,  I  cannpt  see  how  all  this  proves 
we  have  not  lost  the  fisheries;  and  whether  we 
lost  them  by  the  argument  or  the  war,  the  on^r 
important  fact  remains  unquestioned,  that  we  haye 
lost  them-  As  our  present  inquiry,  (o  which  we 
are  cbaUenged,  is  into  the  gains  of  the  war,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  loss  of  the  fisheries,  bow- 
ever  lost,  caaaot  add  much  to  the  nceount  of  q/f^ 
gains*  Thus  a  physician  may  give  a  most  learo^d 
and  unaosweraole  detail  of  the  reasons  wbv  ♦nd 
how  his  patient  died ;  but  I  here  ocfer  heifd 
that  the  argument  restored  him  to  life,  or  satisfied 
anybody  that  he  was  not  dead.  The  boooinUe 
Speaker,  however,  has  endeavorjed  to  comfort  im 
for  this  gain,  by  reminding  as  that  the  same  ar- 

?[ument  which  deprived  us  of  the  fisheries  took 
rom  the  enemy  tshe  navigation  of  the  river  Mie- 
sissippi,  which  he  held  umier  a  former  treafy.  if 
this  set-off  were  even  of  a  sufficient  valoe  to  eoan- 
pensate  for  our  loss,  (and  one  gentleman  thinks 
It  essentially  more  valuably)  I  still  jpaanpt  m^ 
how  H  could  aid  the  main  point  of  this  disMi- 
siop.  which  is,  to  display  our  gains  by  war,  aad 
to  place  the  lo^s  of  the  fisheries  on  the  list.  But, 
onfortunately  for  his  comfort,  the  geotlemao  bus 
been  candid  enough  to  inform  us  that  our  Com- 
missioners actually  offered  to  renew  the  Mis^ 
sippi  right  to  the  British  if  they  would  rennir 
our  right  to  the  fisheries.  The  ofier  was  react- 
ed, and  proves,  at  least,  that  our  Commissioner 
thought  the  fisheries  worth  the  navigation  of  the 
river,  and  that  the  British  Commissioners  did  not 
think  that  navigation  worth  the  fisheries. 

The  next  attempt  made  by  the  honorable  goi^ 
tleman,  in  diM^ayuig  our  gains  by  the  war,  wMa  , 
on  the  subject  of  the  impressment  of  seamen— 
this  great  bone  of  contention.  What  U  the  mrgnf 
ment  to  show  that  we  have  gained  anytlitng 
here?  The  gentleman  sets  out  with  allnrfiiig  to 
a  letter,  which  has  appeared  in  the  papers,  9^ 
excited  much  clamor  with  9ome  people,  writtca 
by  a  distinguished  gentleman  in  we  Opposition, 
as  the  honorable  Speaker  describes  him*  Nov, 
says  the  Speaker,  the  writer  of  this  leuer  f«l^ 
adopuand  justifies  the  British  dociriaexin  the 
sul)9cct  of  impressment;  and  if  the  gentlemen  ia 
the  Qpposiiioo  hold  the  same  opinions,  sucelv  it 
is  not  for  them  to  complain  that  the  trenty  his 
done  nothing  in  relation  to  it.  This  is  tfategceal 
nigumeoL  Now,  in  the  first  place.  I  deny  that  «t 
is  fair  to  urge  upon  us,  on  this  floor,  the  senti- 
ments or  opinions  of  a  letter,  by  whomsoever  it 
may  have  been  written.  I  am  not  now  called 
upon  to  express  any  opinion  upon  the  principles 
held  by  the  respecubie  writer  of  that  letter;  at 
present  I  protest  against  members  on  this  floor 
being  called  upon  to  be  judged  by  a  document  of 
that  description.  But  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man may  have  the  full  benefit  of  this  ctrcnm- 
stance^  I  will  agree  that  the  Opposition  maintaia 
the  doctfiitea  of  that  letter.    WMt  infiBience  eta 
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be  drawD  from  it,  to  prove  that  the  treaty  io  qaee- 
tion  has  gained  anythiiif  od  that  sobjeet?  We 
bare  no  right  to  complain — be  it  ao— 4>at  is  any* 
thing  gained  by  this  ?  Is  the  American  seamen 
more  secure  than  he  was  before,  or  the  American 
doctrine  better  established  ?  If,  indeed,  the  gen- 
tlemen who  went  to  war  for  this  principle  have 
changed  their  opinion  of  it }  if  they  also  agree 
with  the  writer  of  this  letter  on  the  snl^ecl,  X 
admit  their  justification  of  a  treaty,  which  it  does 
not  surrender,  at  least  leaves  it  as  it  was,  is  faU 
and  complete ;  for,  why  should  they  ask  a  princi- 
ple to  be  recognised  in  a  treaty,  which  they  are 
convinced  is  enoneous,  and  ought  to  be  abtn- 
donedl  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  those  gentle- 
men  adhere  to  their  old  opinions ;  if  they  still 
deny  the  right  to  search  onr  vessels  for  British 
sailorly  and  to  take  such  as  they  find  there ;  if,  in 
short,  they  still  hold  the  principles,  the  reoo|ni- 
tiott  of  which  was  the  declared  cauee  and  object 
of  the  war,  then,  indeed^.  I  cannot  see  how  a  war 
ora  treaty  which  has  gained  nothing  on  this  point, 
oan  be  considered  either  success/ol  or  glorious. 
CeruinU  we  can  reckon  nothing  here  in  our  ae- 
coont  of  gains.  But,  we  are  told  s«di  a  chance 
tQ9k  place  in  the  afiairs  of  Buroj^  as  to  stop  the 
practice  of  impressment ;  and  this  is  aJi  we  need 
ne  coacerned  about.  If  it  be  so,  we  owe  it  eoo- 
fessedljr,  not  to  the  success  of  our  war,  or  the 
skill  of  our  treaty,  but  to  a  change  in  the  afiairs 
of  Europe,  over  which  we  had  no  control,  and 
tor  which  we  can  honestly  claim  no  credit,  flow, 
then,  is  it  an  item  in  the  account  of  our  gain  by 
the  war  and  the  treaty  ?  We  should  have  bad 
the  same  gain  in  the  same  way,  and  at  the  same 
time,  if  we  had  had  neither  the  war  nor  the 
treaty. 

But  I  most  beg  leave  to  ciprreet  the  honorable 
gentleman  in  this  part  of  his  argument.  A  more 
abstinence  from  the  practice  of  impiessment  wrm 
not  all  the  American  Qovernment  asked  and  con- 
tended fors  hut  an  eiplicit  relinquishment  of  the 
principle  under  which  it  was  detended.  Let  me 
refer  to  the  official  declarations  of  the  Cabinet, 
that  the  war  would  be  in  vaiu;  without  an  ex- 
press recognition  of  onr  pruMuple;  let  me  also 
refer  to  the  speeches  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  of 
the  honorable  Speaker  himself,  in  which,  in  the 
surongest  langoage,he  mniniains  theanme  ground. 
Bestdes,  if  a  ^cessation  of  the  practice  was  all  that 
«asie%iiired,whydidan.nrraagomentfaill  Why 
was  a  treaty  rejected,  which  would  have  pre- 
vented the  abuse  of  the  priaeiple,  and  secuied  us 
firom  the  d^gers  of  the  praetice.  At  least,  how- 
ever, says  the  honorable  Speaker,  we  are  io  Mtatu 
quo,  we  stand  as  well  on  this  subject,  as  we  did 
before  the  war ;  we  have  given  up  nothing.  To 
this,  however,  1  cannot  assent;  and,  if  I  did,  I  do 
not  see  bow  it  would  prove  a  gain  by  the  war. 
How  is  the  facti  Do  we  stand  as  stroiw  on  this 
point  as  we  did  before  we  took  up  arms  tor  it  1  I 
think  not ;  whatever  may  have  been  the  strength 
of  our  claim  before  the  war,  it  is  weaker  now. 
When  a  nation  makes  this  last,  this  dread  appeal, 
in  support  of  an  asserted  right,  and  then  concludes 
the  war  by  a  voluntary  treaty  without  obtainii^ 


the  right,  or  any  recognitiott  of  it,  the  right  is 
weakened  by  the  unsuccessful  attempt^  followed 
by  a  volotary  abandonment,  if  not  of  the  right,  at 
least,  of  any  acknowledgment  of  it.  I  may  liken 
it  to  the  case  of  an  individual,  who  brings  snk 
for  a  debt  he  alleges  to  be  due  to  him,  or  a  piece 
of  land  he  claims  as  his  own.  If,  after  the  onm- 
mencement  of  the  trial,  he  proseeates  it  not  lo 
the  issue,  but  suffers  a  nonsuit,  and  gives  yp  Us 
suit,  if  not  his  cause,  nobody  will  think  as  weUof 
his  right  as  before.    The  man  who  abandons  tho 

Srosecntion  of  an  atserted  right  will  excite  msuik 
isirust  of  the  right  itself,  and  even  of  his  omn 
confidence  in  it.  We  do  not^  therefore,  stand  in 
$Mu  quo,  on  the  question  of  impmssment. 

The  next  subject  of  gain,  introduced  by  ihe 
honorable  gentleman  as  resulting  from  the  joinc 
operations  of  the  war  and  the  peace,  is  in  relation 
to  the  islands  in  Paammaquoddy  bay.  We  bane 
lost  nothing  here,  savs  he ;  we  have  oMsely  af  nsed 
that  each  party  shall  hold  io  that  bar  what  be 
might  he  possessed  of  at  the  date  of  the  trentjr ; 
and  the  right  be  afterwards  settled  by  Commio- 
sioners.  Besides,  says  the  hooonUe  Speaker, 
we«  the  Amatican  negotiators,  had  evovy  rcaeaa 
to  helievo  that  the  v  Jor  and  patriotism  of  Mae- 
saeh«iotts  wonld  not  only  have  Mscned  her  amm 
soil  from  the  possession  of  the  enemy,  bnt  hate 
taken  possession  of  the  island  of  Grand  Menan ; 
ai^,  in  thin  case,  we  should  have  been  the 
cainers  by  this  arrangement;  that,  as  to  the  fimt 
branoh  oi  this  argiimeot,  we  have  lost  aothiog, 
because  the  right  is  act  surrendered,  bnt  to  be' 
heffcafter  ascertained.  Is  it  not  euideniable,  that 
wo  have,  at  least,  lost  the  possession,  which  in 
transferred  to  the  enemy  until  the  right  shall  be 
detenained ;  and  all  the  advantages  to  be  derived, 
even  in  the  arbitration,  by  this  ponemioa?  liae 
not  a  laige  portion  of  the  citiseaa  of  the  United 
Stales,  in  the  meantime,  been  banded  over  to  a 
new  master  and  a  newQovemmeni?  and,  move 
than  all  this,  does  aaybodv  believe,  but  for  this 
war.  Great  Britain  would  over  have  tfonUed 
herself  or  us  about  those  islands;  or  drawn  into 
question  the  boundaries,  as  they  have  been  so- 
ceived  by  both  parties  (or  so  many  years9  In 
point  of  fact,  therefore,  in  sober  troth,  we  bave, 

a  this  war  and  this  treaty,  lost  the  right,  if  hom- 
ier it  shall  be  decided  against  us ;  because,  but 
for  the  war,  it  could  never  have  been  submitted 
to  any  question  or  deeiaion.  As  to  the  expecta- 
tions that  were  eatertslned  by  our  Commission- 
ers, of  the  conquest  to  be  made  bv  Massachnsetts, 
I  can  see  no  just  foundation  for  them.  The  nrms 
and  resources  of  all  the  United  States  being 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  General  Goveen- 
ment,  whose  duty  it  is  to  debnd  every  State  from 
invasion  and  conquest,  the  expectation  would 
have  been  far  more  reasonable  if  it  had  been  np- 
plied  to  the  G^cral  €k>vernment,  and  not  to  the 
government  of  a  State  whose  territory  was  oc- 
cupied bv  the  enemy.  The  expectation,  how- 
ever, apply  it  where  you  will,  was  disappointed; 
the  possession  of  that  portion  of  onr  country  is 
lost ;  the  ri^ht,  at  least,  brought  into  annecessary 
doubt  and  jeopardy ;  and,  undsr  these  oircum- 
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sUDces,  I  cannot  reckon  the  resalt  among  the 
gains  of  the  war. 

But,  leaving  these  inatterof  fact  calculations, 
the  honorable  gentleman  has  expatiated  upon  a 
wider  field  of  gain  by  the  war,  the  glory  that  has 
been  acquired.  I  do  not  exactly  understand  how 
those  gentlemen  who  declared  and  produced  the 
war,  make  out  their  claim  to  all  the  glory  that 
was  acquired  by  it.  The  war  was  made  by  the 
men  in  power — by  tbe  existing  Administration, 
and  I  can  trace  none  of  the  glory  to  their  fore- 
sight, their  wisdom,  or  their  personal  agency. 
The  glory  is  doe  to  the  valor,  the  patriotism,  the 
self-denial  of  our  citizens,  who  met  and  repelled 
the  dangers  that  surrounded  them,  and  not  to  the 
Administration  that  brought  them  upon  us;  and, 
in  many  instances,  perhaps  a  majority,  the  men 
who  acquired  this  glory  for  their  country  were 
men  utterly  oppos^  to  the  war,  to  those  who 
made  it,  and  to  the  policy  that  produced  it.  Sir, 
I  am  not  insensible  of  national  glory  ;  I  hope  I 
never  shall  be.  It  is  the  spring  of  nations!  vir- 
tue, the  source  of  high  achievements ;  the  people 
who  disregard  it  are  incarable  of  great  actions, 
and  unworthy  of  honor.  But  still  I  have  never 
understood  that  the  acquisition  of  glory  is  a  le- 
gitimate cause  of  war,  or  an  admitted  justification 
of  it,  and  therefore  our  glory  cannot  be  taken  as 
a  gain  of  one  of  the  objects  of  the  war,  which  is 
the  true  point  of  inquiry  now.  In  order  that 
this  blaie  of  glory  may  show  the  brighter  by 
contrast,  the  m>ttorable  Speaker  has  painted  in 
strong  colors  the  degraded  situation  ofour  coun- 
try, at  the  period  of  declaring  war.  Our  charac- 
ter was  sunk  almost  to  infamy  ;  we  had  become 
the  scorn  and  contempt  of  all  Europe,  and  there 
was  no  nation  so  pitiful  and  weak  that  it  did  not 
insult  and  tread  upon  us.  If  this  be  true,  and  I 
am  not  disposed  to  question  it,  let  me  ask  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  -made  it  so  ?  Wash- 
ington raised  the  reputation  of  the  United  States 
to  a  pitch  of  the  most  envied  honor,  and  left  them 
covered  with  true  glory.  Hr  is  guiltless.  In  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Adams  it  faded  a  little,  but  was  not 
extittgoished.  Then  followed  Mr.  Jefferson,  with 
whom  the  honorable  Speaker  has  informed  us 
bis  friends  came  into  power,  and  they  have  held 
it  ever  since,  to  what  purpose,  he  has  told  us 
bimsel£ 

Thus,  sir,  I  close  the  examination  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman's  account  of  the  gains  of  the 
war ;  and,  be  it  as  it  is«  1  repeat  that  1  heartily 
rejoice  at  the  treatjf  he  made  for  us ;  not  because 
it  is  good  in  itself,  but  because  it  snatched  us 
from  infinitely  greater  evils*  1  have  rashly  ven- 
tured, on  the  instant,  upon  a  reply  -to  the  argu- 
ment'of  the  gentleman,  which  deserved,  and  per^ 
haps  required}  a  much  more  deliberate  and 
careful  refutation. 

Permit  me  now  to  offer  a  few  observations  on 
the  subject  of  the  tax  immediately  under  consid- 
eration. 1  repeat  my  entire  willingness  to  pot 
the  resources  of  the  country  fairly  and  justly, 
but  with  proper  caution  and  accountability,  at 
the  disposal  of  those  whom  the  people  have 
chosen  to  trust  with  the  administration  of  their 


affairs.  It  is  better  that  unfit  men  should  have 
the  means  necessary  to  govern,  than  that  the 
Gh)vernment  should  perish  for  want  of  means. 
I  repeat,  too,  that  if  the  Administration  shall  be 
drawn  into  any  strait  or  difficulty  for  these  sup- 
plies, it  must  not  be  charged  on  the  Opposition. 
The  first  incision  into  the  system  of  finance  was 
made  by  the  honorable  Speaker  himself.  It  has 
been  followed  op,  and.. as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, widened  and  oeepened  by  other  gentle- 
men, on  the  same  side.  For  myself,  sir,  I  came 
here  to  lay  taxes.  After  so  expensive  a  -  war, 
which  destroyed  all  the  ordinary  sources  of  reve- 
nue, while  it  increased  most  enormously  all  the 
demands  for  money,  it  was  to  be  expected  that 
a  system  of  taxation  and  revenue,  and  a  pretty 
efficient  one  too,  would  be  required.  For  my 
constituents,  I  am  ready  to  grant  it ;  and  I  doubt 
not  of  their  approbation,  provided  it  be  formed 
with  moderation,  justice,  and  equality.  Equality 
is  the  great  essential  principle  of  taxation.  Men 
are  not  so  apt  to  complain  of  quantum  as  of  ine- 
quality. Now,  in  the  nature  of  things,  it  is  im- 
possible that  this  equality  can  be  obtained  in  any 
one  tax,  which  necessarily  must  affect  some  of 
our  citizens  greatly,  while  it  scarcely  touches 
others.  Equality  can  be  produced  only  by  a 
variety  of  taxes,  judiciously  applied  and  distrib- 
uted, some  of  which  draw  upon  one  party  of  the 
community  and  some  on  another.  Proceeding 
upon  this  principle,  the  Ck>mmittee  of  Finance 
has  reported  a  system  comprehending  n  great 
variety  of  objects  of  revenue,  and  among  the  rest 
a  tax  upon  land,  amounting  to  three  millions  of 
dollars  per  annum.  This  tax  1  entirely  approve 
of,  because  it  is  fair  and  just,  inasmuch  as,  with- 
out it,  many  landholders  in  the  interior  will  con- 
tribute but  little,  if  anything,  to  the  general 
wants;  and  becnuse  it  is  moderate,  being  not 
more  than  one  quarter  of  one  per  cent,  on  the 
whole  landed  capital  of  the  United  States.  But, 
sir,  I  object,  most  decidedly,  to  the  modification 
in  relation  to  the  law  introduced  by  the  honom- 
ble  Speaker,  because  it  is  unequal  and  unjust. 
If  all  the  people  of  these  States  are  equally 
bonnd  for  the  payment  of  these  debts,  are  equally 
bound  to  furnish  the  future  suppliei^  why  should 
any  difference  be  made  in  the  duration  nny  more 
than  the  amount  of  the  requbite  supplies  1  Why 
should  my  constituents— 1  iiiay  say  the  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania — be  bound  to  contribute  to  the 
end,  by  the  imposition  of  uxes,  made  perpetuali 
while  the  citizens  of  other  Sutes  are  to  be  ex- 
empted at  the  end  of  a  year  ?  The  salt  tax  or 
stamp  tax,  the  whiskey  tax,  and  many  others, 
which  are  perpetual,  will  press  peculiarly  on 
Pennsylvania,  and  are  all  perpetual ;  but  the  land 
tax,  which  reaches  some  ol  the  States  to  the 
South  and  West,  comparatively  but  little  affected 
by  the  other  tales,  shall  be  but  for  a  year. 

No,  sir,  let  us  embark  fairly,  and  equally,  and 
honestly  together,  in  the  same  bark,  and  hold  to- 
gether  tor  the  whole  voyage-*let  no  one  be  landed 
and  escape  further  duty  and  difficulty  at  the  end 
of  the  first  mile,  if  four  men  were  united  in  a 
firm  bond  to  pay  a  debt  contracted  for  a  common 
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object,  and  lo  farnith  siippiie»for  coboiod  futore 
iniefevt,  would  it  be  tolerated  tbet  one  should 
esk  bis  comiMiDioBs  to  ecqnit  him  it  the  end  of  a 
year,  and  go  on  by  ibeoiseUes  afterwards,  not 
only  to  contribute  their  proportion,  but  make 
gocfd  bis  deficieocvl  And  yet  this  is  the  precise 
effect  of  the  ameDdment  of  the  honorable  Speaker 
to  the  report  of  the  committee,  which  has  made 
tbe  land  tax  annual,  while  the  other  assessments 
are  perpetual.  Besides,  this  change  breaks  op 
the  whole  character  of  the  report,  which  avows 
itself  to  be  a  permanent  system.  When,  there- 
ioKtrmmiott  esasntiiU  pare  of  it,  bath  as  co  prin> 
«iple  aad  aouMit,  b  tlms  made  annual,  what 
^eom«B  of  tbfe  petmaBeaey  of  the  eyaiem  1  As 
a  ground  of  objeotiea  to  this  braveb  of  rerenue, 
we  have  beatd  a  most  violent  philippic  pro- 
ooooeed  agatast  tax  gatfaerers-^faey  are  cater- 
pillars; they  are  bloMsockers;  nay,  one  hon* 
orable  gentleman  has  said,  they  are  scoundrels. 
I  cannot  feel  either  tbe  justice  or  policy  of  these 
attacks.  In  justice  I  do  not  know  that  tbey  de- 
serve It — I  have  no  reason  to  believe  tbey  are  more 
dbbonest  than  other  ^nea  exposed  to  the  same 
lemputions.  He,  through  whose  bands  large 
rmma  of  oftoaey,  eapecially  if  it  ba  paJbiie  money, 
arocooiiaually  flowiaf ,  akd  wboaeaoeattaubility 
is  bt  fraci  oaiflg  rigid  eiad  preetae,  must  be 
aiffongly  aaoeed  m  iamgtkv  if  ke  aever  fidls. 
•BttlilMMflMitiB  «p|licatiio  better  in  <heory,  and 
mat  bare  «o  often  in  praetiee,  to  tax  galbevers, 
than  other  officers  of  tbe  Ooverwneot  whose 
ieanptatiOMcre  gffcvter  and  whose  aoeooncability 
is  le««  As  to  tbe  policy  ^  tbis  sort  of  abuse,  I 
would  sttbait  it  to  honorable  gentlemen  to  say 
whether  it  is  wise  or  politic,  to  endeavor  to  bring 
tbe  odium,  and  suspicion,  and  contempt  of  tbe 
people,  upon  a  class  of  public  officers,  so  useful 
and  necessary  to  tbe  very  existence  or  the  Qov- 
emment ;  that  class  of  officers,  too,  which  comes 
directly  in  contact  with  the  people,  and  brinp 
tbe  Government  into  every  man's  bouse?  In 
tratbi  tbis  boatiltty  to  tax  gatberers  has  neither 
jualioe  nor  policy  to  test  upoa,  but  is  fo«uided  on 
a  natural  aversion  we  all  have  to  pay  money  on 
compulsion,  and  for  benefits  too  remote  to  be 


imnediately  seao  or  fete.  But,  sir,  I  bone  my  po« 

I'iboaai  a 


Itttoal  frioads  wfll  ponne»niose 
I  bope  1  ehali  aevcr  find  any  of  ibem  teaebing 
tbe  aaetriiie,  thai  tax  gatberars  and  Aibeliers  are 
tbe  best  reformers  of  a  State. 

Tboaa  geoileBBan  wbo  oppose  awety  Internal 
eaii  raise  this  clamor  agalast  tax  gatberass;  a«d 
of  aoorse  would  tbrow  us  aliogetiter  upon  tbe 
fiarelgn  coflameice  of  tbe  counter  for  oar  reve- 
>bttt  is  tbM  ai»y  more  saitsMc^ory,  evea  in 


lUa  respect  ?  Far  from  il— we  muit  then  liaten 
in  the  aasailasts  ti{ioa  cusiom-honae  efficera^we 
«Mist  bear  of  thetr  insolence,  their  extortions, 
ibeir  frauds— 'the  tax  gatherer  thrusts  bis  band 
into  fow  pocket ;  aad  the  custoofhoose  officer 
tansacks  voor  trunks  and  baggage— so  that  if 
ebacges  or  tbis  sort,  against  tbo  offiecrs  wbo  must 
oaUeet  tbe  revcone,  are  to  he  received  in  fbrmtag 
your  system^of  taaation,  the  eoneequeace  ie,  that 
yottariil  bavoaoMvaaaa  at  ail.  Bat,Me,avmies, 
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nayies,  aad  taxes,  have  been  placed,  again  and 
again,  in  dread  array  before  us  :   Are  you  for  ar- 
mies, navies,  and   taxes,  those  instruments  cf 
despotic  power-Mhe  destroyers  of  the  liberties  of 
tbe  people ;  the  greedy  consumers  of  their  earn- 
ings? Tes,  sir,  I  am  for  armies,  navies,  and  taxes ; 
and  I  have  no  more  idea  of  a  Government  with- 
out tlif  ro,  then  I  have  of  a  living  and  moving 
body  without  flesh,  or  bones,  or  blood.    But  hov 
am  I  for  them  ?  bow  regulated  ?  to  what  extent  ? 
I  am  for  an  army  wbicb  shall  have  in  truth  all 
the  physical  force  it  professes  to  have  ;  and  not 
for  a  lifeless,  useless  skeleton,  covered  with  epau- 
lets, and  sashes,  and  sword  knots :  or,  in  otbor 
words,  for  an  army  of  officers  without  soldien ; 
afibrding  a  wide  field  for  Executive  patronage 
aod  favor,  but  providing  no  substantial  means  of 
strength  or  defence  for  tbe  country.  If  tbis  abuse 
exists,  as  has  been  asserted,  it  is  our  duty  to  cor- 
rect it.    As  to  number,  I  would  have  it  not  so 
large  as  to  be  either  dangerous  to  the  liberty,  or 
oppressive  to  the  pockets  of  the  people.    It  is  Ottr 
duty  lo  take  care  of  both  these  points,  and  we 
have  it  fully  in  our  power  to  do  so.   Tbe  preseot 
establishment  appears  to  me  to  offend  ra  neither 
of  these  particulars ;  and  not  to  be  larger  than  i» 
really  required.    As  to  tbe  Navy — I  would  not 
have  it  disproportioned  to  eor  waats  or  strength  ; 
hot  sufficient  for  the  defence  of  our  coast  at  the 
commencement  of  a  war,  with  a  provision  of 
means  for  an  immediate  enlargement  when  re* 
quired.    It  should  net  be  a  monster,  living  em 
tbe  bosom  of  the  waters  and  devouring  all  the 
prodoetioas  of  tbe  laad;  but  large  enough  to 
naaintain  its  bigh  character  on  tbe  most,  sadden 
emergency.    As  to  taxes,  tbey  should  aeitber 
grind  tbe  poor,  nor  be  unjust  to  tbe  rieh  ;  tbey 
abonld  be  fair  and  neceaaary ;  aad,  above  alL  he 
equally  assaaaed  upon  those  bound  to  eentrthute 
to  the  wants  of  the  State.    So  much  every  Gov* 
erament  has  a  right  lo  exact  from  its  citixens; 
aad  so  much  every  good  citizen  will  ebeet- 
f4tUy  afford  co  his  Government.    Bot  tbe  Aral 
principle  in  relation  to  the  money  eoacerns  of  a 
people^  is  a  regular  aad  tttexorable  aceountabUi^^ 
for  tu  exfienditare.    Without  tbis,  no  taxes  win 
ba  auSBient  to  supply  tbe^emaadaof  any  A^l- 
mioialmtion.    I  will  cooekide  by  explaiaiag  tbe 
course  I  shall  uke  oa  tbe  subje^  directly  befoaa 
the  Committee.  1  will  vote  agaiast  tbe  motion 
of  tbe  honorable  member  from  Kentuoky  {Hi, 
HaaalH)  because  ti  expaagas  a  land  tax  alto^ 
gether  from  the  system  of  revenue— I  shall  also 
vale  against  tbe  resolution  of  tbe  Gommictee  dt 
Fiaanee,  as  amended  on  tbe  motion  of  tbe-b«»- 
orable  Speaker,  because  it  intfodoces  iae<|aallay 
and  BBcerfaiaiy  in  tbe  system,  which  ought  to 
be  and  professes  to  be  permanent ;  bot  am  pee- 
fectly  willing  to  maintain  tbe  resolution  as  re^ 
ported  by  tbe  Committee. 

When  Mr.  H.  concluded,  on  tbe  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Tbboop,  the  resolotioo  respecting- tbe  diveet 
tax  was  ordered  to  be  bid  on  the  tU)le,  aad  the 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  foUewing  reeo- 
hMioa,  (tbe  8tb,)  as  beiiig  more  preanog  in  iti 
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Retohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  raped,  from  end 
•iter  the  18th  daj  of  Apnl  next,  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  proYide  additional  reTennee  for  defirajing  the  ex- 
penaes  of  GoYernment*  and  maintaining  the  public 
cradit,  by  laying  dotiei  on  Yarioua  goods,  warea,  and 
merchandise,  mannfactored  within  the  United  States," 
passed  on  the  18th  of  January,  1816;  and  also  the  act, 
entitled  ^ An  act  to  pronde  additional  revennes  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  GoTernment,  and  maintaining 
thepablic  credit,  by  laying  a  duty  on  gold,  silver,  and 
plated  ware,  and  jewelnr,  and  paste  work,  manuiac- 
lared  within  the  United  States,"  passed  on  the  87th  of 
Febmu^,  1816,  from  the  same  day. 

Mr.  DcsBA  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the 
it»olTe  as  proposes  to  repeal  the  duties  on  manu- 
factures of  jewelry^  dke.;  which  motion  waa,  how- 
ever, negatived,  MiDg  opposed  by  Mr.  Lowndes. 

The  resolution  was  noallyagreed  to,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to 
biDR  in  a  bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  Randolph  (in  conseouence  of  what  had 
fallen  from  Mr.  Clat  in  debate)  laid  upon  the 
table  the  following  resolution: 

Resoitedt  That  it  is  expedient  to  reduce  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment  of  the  United  States. 
The  House  then  adjourned. 


TuisDAT,  January  30. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
praying  that  a  prompt  and  liberal  provision  may 
be  made  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  militia 
and  volunteers  who  have  been  killed  in  battle  or 
died  in  theserviceof  the  United  States. — Referred. 

Mr.  Nblbon,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the 
Judge  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia to  prepare  a  code  of  jurisprudence  for  the 
said  District,  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nelson  also  reported  a  bill  to  alter  and 
amend  the  law  of  costs ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Nelson  also  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the 
act  conferring  certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court 
for  the  county  of  Washiogtoo  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  passed  the  first  dajrof  July,  1812,  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  te  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  RoBBBTsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate. 
'^  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  lot  of  ground  beloug- 
ittg  to  the  United  States  situated  in  the  town  of 
Knozville  aud  State  of  Tennessee,"  without 
BmeDdmeDt,aad  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RoBBBTsoN  also  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of  the  In- 
diana Territory*  respecting  a  salt  spring ;  which 
was  read,  and  coacurred  in  bv  the  House. 

Mr.  PLBAaAMTS  reported  a  billconcerDing  Pha- 
raoh Farrow ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com* 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Seoate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  «An  act  for  the  relief  of  Xav£rto 


Nandi ;"  "An  act  to  increase  the  pensions  of  Rob- 
ert White  and  Jacob  Wrighter;"  and  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Edward  Barry  and  Qeofge  Hodge;" 
in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

CAPTAIN  HENLEY. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  Captain 
John  D.  Henley  ;  which  was  read,  and  the  reao- 
lution  therein  contained  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

ThememorialistpreseBts  that> during  the  invaaidnfrf 
Loniaiana  by  the  Britiah  foroaa  in  December,  1814,  he 
commanded  the  schooner  Caioliae,  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  then  lying  at  New  Orleans ;  that,  on  the 
landing  of  the  enemy  on  the  S3d  of  December,  he  was 
requested  by  the  American  General  to  &I1  down  the  rifer, 
and  take  a  position  on  the  enemy's  flank ;  that,  in 
compliance  with  said  requeat,  the  schooner  fidl  down 
the  river  to  the  required  position,  where  Ihey  opened 
a  destructive  fire  on  the  enemy,  which  was  continued 
until  the  Americans  were  ao  dosely  engaged  with  the 
Britieh  that  a  continnanoe  of  it  would  have  been  de<> 
atructive  to  them  as  well  as  the  enemy ;  that  a  fire  of 
hot  shot  was  at  length  opened  on  the  schooner,  by 
which  aha  waa  set  on  fire,  and  finally  blown  up ;  that 
the  memorialiat,  widi  his  oflicen  and  crew,  escaped 
with  diflkulty  with  their  lives,  and  were  onaUe  to 
aave  their  property,  ooosistiag  of  their  dotldng,  and  the 
nautical  books  and  inatrumenta  of  the  efficeia,  wiudi 
was  entirely  lost,  and  lor  which  tiiey  pray  a  remune- 
ration from  Ck>ngrea8. 

The  committee  think  thb  one  of  the  cases  of  loss  to 
which  military  men,  both  in  the  land  and  naval  aer- 
▼ice,  are  frequently  exposed ;  that  numerooa  casea  of 
the  kind  occurred  during  the  late  war,  and  must  occur 
during  all  wan ;  that  they  believe  there  u  no  prece- 
dent of  remuneration  by  GoTernment  for  such  loaies. 
They  therefore  recommend  the  following  resolution : 

Retohedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialist  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  Houae  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  subject  of  the  revenue-^ 
the  question  being  on  the  proposition  to  repeal  the 
direct  tax. 

Mr.  Wright  supported  the  abolition  of  the  di- 
rect tax,  and  in  a  speech  of  considerable  length, 
delivered  his  opinions  on  public  affairs  geaerall|r* 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachosetts,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  report  under  considerafioa 
contains  that  system  of  revenue,  for  the  present 
and  succeeding  years,  which  the  Cooftmittee  of 
Ways  and  Means  recommends  for  our  adoption. 
It  is  founded  substantialiv,  as  was  to  have  been 
expected,  upon  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  made  to  the  House  at  an  early 
day  in  the  session.  In  that  report  he  sajrs,  if  the 
system  of  1815  should  be  preserved  entire,  there 
would  be  a  deficit,  for  1816,  of  93,484;869,  but 
with  the  modifications  which  he  submits  the  de- 
ficit will  be  $6,484,269  {  and  he  remarks,  that  /'the 
*  unexecuted  authority  to  borrow  money  and  isaue 
'  Treasury  notea,  already  provided  by  the  acts  of 
'  Congress,  is  sufficient  to  enable  the  Treasury  to 
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'  meet  th«  deficit  in  either  of  these  modes,  aod 
'  coDsequeniiy  ao  farther  le^slatiTe  aid  appears 

*  at  this  time  to  be  required ;"  obser?inff  further, 
^that  the  uniform  experience  of  the  Treasurf 
'  OTioees  that  the  demands  fbr  a  considerable  por- 
'  tion  of  the  annual  appropriation  will  not  be 

*  made  during  the  year/'  If,  then,  sir,  it  can  be 
shown  to  the  House  that  the  estimate  of  expenses 
for  1816  be  too  light,  or  that  of  the  retrenue  too 
low,  a  proportionate  deduction  may  be  made  from 
the  taxes  proposed  to  be  levied.  We  fortunately 
have  rcoeired  from  the  Secretary  a  report  supple- 
mentary to  bis  annual  report,  wherebjr  it  appears 
be  had  estimated  the  revenue  for  1816,  receirabie 
from  the  customs,  too  low  by  $3,348397.  If  from 
this  excess  you  deduct  the  net  amount  of  the  land 
tax  proposed  by  the  resolution  under  considera- 
tion to  be  laid,  to  wit,  93;700,000,  and  also  the 
doty  from  postage,  which  it  is  intended  to  repeal, 
to  wit,  $400,000,  there  will  still  remain  9348,897 
to  be  carried  to  the  surplus  fund.  From  this  view, 
then,  it  appears  that  the  land  tax  is  not  necessary. 
I  know  Terv  well  that  the  Secretary  informs  us, 
In  his  snppfementary  report,  that  he  could  make 
a  very  good  use  of  this  excess;  but,  as  he  can  do 
without  it,  I  had  rather  oblij^  the  people  of  this 
country,  by  lightening  their  burdens,  than  the 
Secretary. 

Let  us  next  take  a  view  of  the  estimates  of  ex- 
pense or  appropriations  for  1816.  I  mean,  sir,  of 
this  pamphlet  or  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  containing 
the  estimates  of  appropriations  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1816;  and  I  sincerely  wish  that  I  could 
hold  it  up  to  the  view  of  the  whole  American 
people;  nay,  I  wish  that  each  householder  in  this 
nation  had  one ;  that,  next  to  the  sacred  volume, 
he  would  peruse  it,  to  see  the  infinite  varietv  of 
objects  and  persons  on  whom  their  money  is  lav- 
ished with  the  utmost  profusion.  I  believe  the 
States  would  say  to  you,  uoless  you  curtail  their 
enormous  expenditures,  unless  you  correct  their 
gross  abuses  in  your  financial  department,  we 
must  dissolve  this  copartnership;  we  cannot  bear 
the  load  of  this  establishment ;  we  pay  too  dear 
for  nominal  protection  and  equivocal  benefits* 
Let  us  approach,  then,  this  many-headed  many- 
limbed  monster,  and  see  if  we  cannot  reduce  or 
lop  off  some  of  them.  First  under  the  annual, 
civil,  diplomatic,  and  mlsceilaneous  head: 

Grass  amount $1,800,000 

amount 1,735,683 


Bxoess  in  favor  of  the  people  of  -  • 
which  ought  to  be  plucked  as  a  brand 
fit>m  the  burning. 

Next  dedttctt  from  what  u  eaUed  the  con- 
tingent or  miscellaneous  items 

StiU  leaving  $200,000  for  these  mysterious 
unaccounted  for  items ;  for,  sir,  yon  will 
please  to  remark,  that  the  Secretary  has, 
under  each  head,  named  each  object  and 
person  requirrag  appropriation ;  then  fol- 
lows a  contingent  item,  which  is  never 
accounted  for  and  canying  under  the 
difiersnt  heads,  from  $200  to  $300,000. 

I  would  next  propose  to  ahoUsh  the.  cflice  . 


64,817 


253,000 


of  superintendent  general  of  aulitary  sop- 
plies,  saving        10,560 

This  office  was  an  ezcreacence  of  the  war, 
and  ought  to  have  follen  with  it,  or  at 
least  in  one  year  thereafter.  It  cannot 
be  necessary  for  your  Peace  EstaUtsh- 
ment;  and  even  in  war,  two  additional 
clerks  in  your  War  Department  would 
luve  performed  all  the  duty.  It  is  now 
a  mere  einecnre. 

I  next  propose  to  strike  off  all  submissions, 
as  Uiey  are  called,  except  $30,000,  say  -         93,167 

These  submissiens  are  humble  requests,  in 
behalf  of  the  various  persons  employed 
in  the  offices,  for  an  increase  of  their  pay. 
The  fint  which  I  see  in  this  court  cal- 
lendar,  is  under  the  Department  of  State, 
it  runs  thus :  ^  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
creased prioe  of  all  the  artidee  of  living, 
the  fttrther  sum  of  twenty-five  per  cent, 
is  now  respectfhlly  submitted  for  the 
derks  of  this  office;"  the  same  per  cent, 
for  the  messenger  of  the  Office  of  Stale ; 
the  same  for  Um  messenger  of  the  Patent 
Office ;  notwithstanding  the  sum  origin- 
ally appropriated  for  derks  in  ihis  i^Bce 
is  $1 1,340— being,  the  report  says,  **  the 
amount  appropriated  for  that  object  in 
1815— including  the  fifteen  per  cent 
annually  allowed  since  1800.  I  do  not 
wish  that  insttffident  salaries  should  be 
given  to  any  one  of  your  officers ;  no, 
sir,  'tis  not  economy.  Give  such  com- 
pensation as  vrlll  command  the  best  tal- 
ents, and  those  that  are  suitable  to  the 
various  departments ;  dismiss  from  your 
offices  all  supernumeraries ;  retain  or  hire 
such  offioeis  as  are  able  and  vrilling  to 
do  their  dnty. 

Next,  under  the  head  Medical  and  Hos- 
pital department,  we  are  surprised  with 
an  item  of  -  *•  5<^|666 

For  what?  for  purchasing  horses  for  the 
artillei^-^Meuical  and  Hoqiital  depart- 
ment, mdeed !  unless,  indeed,  they  are 
to  follow  the  fote  of  some  brave  horses  of 
which  we  have  heard  so  much  on  this 
floor,  and  for  which  compensation  is 
daimed,  who  died  of  wonna  received  in 
battle.  Ton  may  remember,  mrt  when 
the  subject  of  appropriation  for  Uie  last 
year  vras  before  the  House,  a  similar 
item  for  the  purchase  of  horses  was  con- 
tained therein,  and  was  objected  to ;  and 
can  the  House  believe  that  an  annual 
appropriation  of  this  amount  can  be  ne- 
cessary for  our  Peace  Bstahlishmenti 
Better  down  with  the  establishment  al- 
together than  to  toleimte  the  various 
abuses  which  have  crept  therein.  Strike 
from  the  same  head  half  the  amount 
($600,000)  for  fortifications  -        -        -       300,006 

The  remaining  half  will  be  s  sufficient  to 
complete  and  keep  them  in  rqwir. 

From  the  enormous  amount  ($1,065,224) 
for  ordnance,  and  ordnance  stores,  arse- 
nals, dec,  deduct 365^006 

The  remaining  $700^0  u  quite  sufficient, 
espsdally  if  a  proper  lue  has  been  nude 
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of  U&«  ramt  Wloie  tffwyriatod  to  IkMe 
objects ;  anleM,  indeed,  yoa  intopd  im- 
mediately to  involw  OS  in  the  boiroBi 
and  ezpenee  of  another  war. 

The  next  head,  "Brevet  officen,  com- 
manding agieeablj  to  the  fborth  eectioa 
of  an  act  of  Jalgr  <^.  13U,"  atrike  it  off  - 

Beiidct,  lir,  tho  abofe  aoft  was  paamd  alWr 
jonr  dedamtioB  of  war,  and  peenlierly 
related  thereto ;  bat  two  of  your  oficoi% 
and  theee  mijor  geaefiia,  comwandi^ 
tho  weatem  and  ioutbvB  miUticj  dia- 
trictB»  can  heconaidorad^cennaMiVf. 
So  (he  peop^  of  thia  comtfykaovv  thSfe 
inatead  of  two  miyar  VHiendi  letainod 

K'  the  act  &sh9g  the  fromt  MillNMj 
lace  Eatahliidiment»  that  mx  auyor  0i»- 
erala  are nowMCfivABg  the  amohuncnli 
of  that  ofBoes  mi  that,  iiwtoad  of  km 
brigadier  goBwala,  niao  are  oft«allar  sa- 
ceiYing  pay  and  r$tio9a  m  sseh ;  ind 
that  there  aiia  iacei«iiig  pigrt  by  haaflft 
rank,  aefon  caloiiek,  alei^OB  Uevlamaal 
cotonela,  f«rty«ono  migoi^  aad  tmmtf 
captainat  Qo«ld  it  haw  ha«n  Iho  in- 
tention that  the  commanding  oficar  «C 
a  company^  or<of  «  baMalion,  iboald  s»- 
ceiTo  pay  by  bwaat  nuikl  Thaia  can 
be  bttt  two  iadapaadeni  amfniflili  vmim 
the  law  refmea  to.  Bvfimo  ma»  «r»  the 
catahliahmeat  ia  fwflkaanttjr  onawm* 

id  moaM. 


without  deviaing  noip  w^a  am 
to  render  it  mora  ao.    I  intended*  too, 
air,  to  have  propoacd  to  atiiha  fiom  tho 
eatimate,  <*oifiQara.pip«iflionaliy>iilaaitd^ 
vnder  the  rtgMlalio^a  of  Mcy  17,  MM^" 
I  aoppoacfffr  d^bBndiiigtho  Aniiy ;  hiu 
not  being  able  lo  paomnc  conred  iftlbib 
motion  reapecting  theee  proWfional  ofi* 
ceia,  they  icmtiB  for  tho  prcaont.    Il  k, 
air,  a  lact  which  ought  lo  ataikfl  wUk 
iHjiiaiehmant,  that,  under  the  law  filing 
your  UWUitftj  PCMO  ffJjtabKihiiant,  tan 
thouaand  mm  9fn  oeteaHy  atfanhcd  b» 
thiaeaUbli<hmm^*"tmateathowinil  mnm 
hundred  mid  aighty«tipo  ofioem  of  ^mk- 
rioaa  kindib'ind  piivokVi  inchidigg  tho 
coipa  of  eagiaaaia    a  ^9  daeaftiataiid* 
ing  army  ill  Urn*  «f  pcBoe*  wnd  ot  «iL 
annual  9J^§mm  of  •S.IUIUIK    WM 
are  to  pay  thip  wn^^miwmmd  baidrnwi 
amounting  in.  the  wM^  4oi$ift,7W»M9, 
without  including  MJjNiing  Jm^.pigwont 
of  the  priiidyia  of  the  p4*lmdahl»  of  tt 
leaat  f  llQ|4Wk9001    "Dhe  pmfh  wiU 
know  whon  tbiiir  iMI^M^pold  oH  Hm 
taze%  dured  and  indimct,  to  whkK  they 
are  and  wiUccntinno  to.be  anlyosled  by 
thcae  enoi9i|oua.oxpmiditntt«* 

The  laat  head^I  ihall  piopaao  to  atiiho  cC 
at  preaant,  la  that  of  •«  Boontieaand  Pro- 


and  praminma  in  time  of  _ 
when  more  oflkam  aad-men  ave  pr earing 
into  your  acffvice  than  jjoo knowwhatto 
do  with!  Many,  veiy  many,  other  le- 
liBiuHihmenta  might  be  named. 


84,784 


aOiiOOO 


And,  air,  rather  thnn  vonr  bod  tgg  ahould  be 
eontinned,  and  the  other  bordens  propnaed,  I 
shoald  say  reduce  your  preaeat  Milictry  Peace 
Saubliahmeat  one-thitd;  the  annual  ettimalied 
ezpenee  of  it  it  $5,112,159;  deduct  the  Indian  dn- 
partment  of  $800,000,  (for  I  wnold  hare  you  keqp 
your  faith  with  those  lodiaoa  whom  your  ware 
Daveepared,)one-tbirdof  the  balance  ia$l,450,79i* 
The  whole  of  theee  retrenchmenta  will  eaf  e  to 
the  country,  annually,  $2,634,4i5&— a  sum  almost 
equal  to  the  net  amount  of  a  land  tax  of  83.000,000. 
It  would  seem  then,  sir,  that  on  either  pmeecd  nf 
exceee  of  revenue,  or  reirenchnient  of  expeneei 
the  land  tax  ie  not  neceaeary  for  1816.    Then, sir, 
as  to  the  syetetn  of  revenue  for  sncceeding  yeami 
and  for  the  exiinguiahment  of  the  national  debt, 
I  prefer  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
which  propoeee  to  add  $2^000,000  only  to  the 
Sinking  Fund,  on  the  principle  of  that  ealablisbed 
in  1803h-inaktng  the  whole  fuad,  nannall^  appU^ 
cable  to  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest 
of  the  public  debt,  •10,000,060.    *'At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  1817,"  the  Seoreury  says^ 
'^it  is  estimated  (too  low,  I  think,  hy  at  lease 

*  $5  000,000)  that  the  principal  of  the  pubiie  debt 

*  will  amount  to  $110,000,000,  requiring  the  mua 
'  of  $6^160,000  for  the  payment  of  iIk  annoal  in* 
<  terest  ;'*  apply  the  further  sum  of  $3,850,000  to 
the  redaction  of  the  debt.  These  two  laat  men- 
tioned eume   constiiuie   the  -Sinking  Fund  of 


$10,000,000;  *'a  sum,"  as  the  Secretary  saya, 
**attftetent,  if  suicily  and  regularly  applied,  with^ 
'  out  interruption,  upon  a  compound  principle,  to 
'  pay  off  the  whole  of  the  funded  debt  in  a  period 
*  less  than  eighteen  years."  This  plan  will  be 
sufficiently  burdensome;  but  if  you  adopt  that 
propoaed  by  the  Oommittee.  and  iacrcaae  your 
SUnkittg  Fund  to  $t3<150,000,  and  your  annual 
expenditures  to  $22,776^9^  to  endeavor  lo  extinr 
gnash  the  public  d^  ia  less  than  twelve  ywais, 
you  will  he  obliged  to  continue  a  system  of  in* 
temal  Uxation  too  grievous  to  be  borne.* 

But,  sir,  to  these  aeenmulated  taxes,  to  the  land 
tax  particularly,  I  have  one  objection,  which  ia 
looal  in  itsnatnre— the  ionlnlity  of  a  laige  portion 
of  my  conetitMnta,  aad  of  Maine,  ganerally,  to 


Hie  above  anoaat  to 
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*  Thia  unperiect  Tiew  of  our  ejpenditnree  will  gite 
the  people  aome  idea  of  the  pretended  economy  of  the 
prownt  Administratioo,  and  a  &int  idea  of  aome  of  the 
M^pssltiaiis  practiaed  upon  them.  A  comporeliva  etele 
ment  of  all  ^e  money  expended  by  the  dafcraat  Ad* 
ministrations,  from  the  inalitalien  of  the  redei^  0^ 
cmment,  on  the  4th  Maiah.  IWi^  «o  dl^t  Deeember, 
1815,  will  show  more  dearly  the  gpew  psoAision*  I 
should  porhapo  e^  conaptioi,  of  the  peeesnt  AAn^ 

Ezpenditnrea  dnring  ths-^ghtysaw  of 
Washington $ie^|BB|«S9 

Expenditurm  during  the  ter  yoam  of 
AnAdama      -        .       .    •TT    .     2J.MM51 

Expenditufea  dnang  the  ei^t  yearn  ef         .^  ^« 

Expenditorea  dnnng  the  eeesn  years  of  ,^_  .^  ^. 

Mr.  Madison ieei«ffl,«6 

thcAidnrinieMieaiafWi 
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paj  these  taxes.  Sir,  I  consider  it  tke  sacred  dutj 
of  meinbers  to  represent  the  situation  of  the  dir- 
fereot, sections  oi  the  country  from  which  they 
corner  God  forbid  that  I  should  not  endeavor, 
ho  we  re  r  hnmbly,  to  do  justice  to  (hose  coostitu- 
eniS)  without  distinction  of  party,  who  hare  done 
more  than  justice  to  me.  This  is  the  first  wish 
of  my  heart,  bat  I  say  it  not  to  win  their  favor; 
on  the  contrary,  I  can  with  equal  sincerity  say, 
that  if  it  be  their  wish  that  I  should  this  moment 
retire  from  these  wallS)  I  should  do  it  with  infi- 
nitely more  pleasure  than  I  ever  entered  them. 
The  tax  of  six  millions,  for  the  last  year,  has  not 
yet  been  collected ;  the  lists  were  not  delivered  to 
the  collectors  until  this  month.  At  this  iodement 
season  of  the  year,  in  a  cold,  inhospitable  climate, 
When  many  of  them  find  it  difficult  to  procure  the 
common  necessaries  of  life— deprived  of  some  of 
their  accustomed  modes  of  obtaining  a  living— -a- 
part  of  their  fisheries  and  lumber  trade  gone — 
thus  destitute,  thus  oppressed,  they  are  called  upon 
by  your  tax-gatherers.  Sir,  thejr  cannot,  they 
will  not)  in  a  time  o(  peace,  contihue  to  pay  these 
oppressive  taxes ;  they  are  bad  citizens  who  do 
not  attend  to  the  wants  of  their  households,  to  all 
the  domestic  charities.  You  must  not  be  sur- 
prised, then,  if  they  provide  for  the  wants  of  their 
families  before  those  of  the  Ooveroment.  One 
of  my  honorable  colleagues,  (Mr.  Parbis,)  who 
addressed  you  yesterday,  gave  you  the  same  in- 
formation, and  other  honorable  gentlemen  have 
affirmed  the  same  of  their  constituents.  The  fact 
i«  undeniable;  our  citizens  are  impoverished  by 
tbe  war,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  favored  dis- 
uicts  in  the  South  aod  West,  and  a  host  of  army 
contractors  and  agents  of  the  Government,  who 
have  friends  at  court,  and  swarms  of  vermin 
generated  in  the  corruption  of  the  Administra- 
tion. 

But  what  is  the  real  object  of  this  overgrown, 
expensive,  Militarv  Establishment— of  this  bur- 
densome system  ot  duties  and  taxes  ?  I  think  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Keniocky,(the  Spbak- 
bh,)  in  hia  eloquent  speech  yesterdav,  gave  us  a 
clue  to  it.  War/  war,.u  again  to  be  the  cry.  And 
that  honorable  gentleman  hesitaled  not  to  declare, 
that  he  considered  it  the  true  interest  of  thisconnf 
try  to  assist  the  patriots  of  South  America ;  all 
bis  sympathies  appear  to  he  enlisted  on  their  side; 

of  tbe  iaorease  of  our  expenditnres  may  be  aaeribed  lo 
the  increase  of  onr  eonntry ;  one«Chird  ta  fdly  and  exf 
travagsnee;  and  tbe  other  thiid  to  cormption.  By  the 
time  Mr.  Madison  winds  np  his  eight  years,  he  will 
xoiind  off  the  ezpenditnres«  during  his  most  pacific  and 
auspicious  reign,  at  9150,000,000;  (for  the  probable 
demands  on  the  Treasury  for  1816,  the  Secretary  in- 
fi>rms  tts,  will  be,  induding  arrearages,  $42,884409.) 
What  use  he  hss  made  of  a  part  of  this  enormous 
sum,  wrung  from  the  herd  earnings  of  the  people,  or 
snatched  '*  from  the  mouth  of  labor,'*  we  can  be  in* 
formed  by  John  Henry,  and  the  numerons  pecuniary 
friends,  or  rather  harpies  of  the  Administration,  and  of 
the  late  war,  to  use  the  expression  of  a  celebrated  au- 
thor, as  quoted  by  Mr.  Randolph  in  debate^ "  whose 
squipages  glide  like  mateois,  and  whose  castles  rise 
liltaeshalalioBS." 


nay,  more|  the  haughty  Spaniard  b  to  be  drivoA 
from  Florida ;  he  cannot  nrook  the  imperious  de- 
mand of  tbe  DoO.  I  would  advise  that  honorable 
gentleman  seriousljr  to  reflect  on  the  consequeneea 
of  the  late  war,  which  he  had  so  great  an  ageney 
in  producing,  before  he  involves  us  in  another. 
How  does  toe  honorable  gj^ntleman  work  bimaelf 
up  into  this  war  fever?  Where  did  he  take  this 
contagion?  Was  it  on  the  fields  of  Waterloo^ 
which  he  informs  us  he  visited,  that  ha  waa  in- 
oculated with  thia  military  ardor?  I  ahoitid 
have  thought  the  purport  o€  that  blood][  field 
would  have  caused  very  diflferent  senaationa  ' 
forty  thousand  human  beings  there,  sunk  to  rest, 
caused  by  the  mad  ambition  of  a  military  despott 
Still,  the  honorable  gentleman  cries,  "glory,  glory, 
I  do  love  glory,"  with  all  tbe  enthusiasm  of  a 
Parisian  mok  What  is  the  military  glory  of 
which  he  is  enamored ;  is  it  "  the  baseless  mbric 
oi  a  vision,''  or  is  it  founded  on  the  blood  of  our 
citixens  and  the  treasures  of  our  country*— on  the 
misery  and  distress  of  human  beings?  Is  be,  in* 
deed,  affain  ready  to  ^'  cry  havoc,  and  let  slip  the 
dogs  of  war;"  to  devour  thirty  thousand  more 
American  citizens ;  to  squander  one  hundred  mil- 
lions more  of  treasure,  wrung  from  the  hard  earn- 
ings of  industry,  and  the  distress  of  our  peoplu? 
Is  be,  indeed,  enamored  of  the  lame  to  whicn  an 
Alexander,  a  Csesar,  a  mad  Swedoi  or  a  Bona- 
parte, are  damned  ?  Is  he  to  be  the  perpetual 
advocate  for  war?    Does  he  delight  in  blood? 

**  Onrs'd  is  the  man^  and  void  of  laWandrighl^ 
Unweiiby  property,  unworthy  light,  ' 
Unfit  for  public  rute^  or  private  care; 
That  wretch,  that  menster,  who  delists  hi 
Whose  Itist  is  muffdar^  and  whose  horrid 
To  tear  his  countty»  and  his  kind  desttoyV' 

And  let  him  remember,  sit— 

**  Thai  one  murder  makes  a  villain; 
Thousands  a  hero  I** 

But  It  seems  that  the  honorable  gentlemaii 
commiserates  France;  or  rather  his  sympathies, 
I  suppose,  as  in  the  case^  of  South  America,  aie 
enlisted  on  the  side  of  the  revolotionista  of  that 
country ;  writhing  under  the  lash  of  the  combined 
despots,  as  he  calls  them ;  and  be  feelingly  tella 
us  to  beware  of  the  fate  of  Pranoe.  Whal,  lac 
me  ask  him,  brought  down  on  FranceiM  if  froiti 
Heaven,  this  merited  chastisement?  Was  it  not 
this  same  thirst  for  glorvi  which  is  consuming 
him^the  satae  career  of  conquest  to  which  be 
would  urge  the  people  of  this  country^a  moat 
righteous  retribution,  that  the  liberties  of  France, 
if  such  they  can  be  called^  should  fall,  as  aho  haa 
caused  those  of  other  nations  to  fall  ?  'Tis  Just 
they  should  have  right  for  right,  which  they  hava 
hacked  by  the  sword,  from  other  nations;  drop 
for  drop  of  blood;  life  fbr  life;  till  the  same 
measure  of  suffering  which  they  have  meted  to 
other  nations  should  be  meted  back  tothemagMi 
heaped  up  and  running  over. 

The  hononU>le  SpMker  has  adverted  to  the 
horrid,  as  I  call  them,  but  glorious,  as  he  calls 
themu  scenes  of  tbe  late  war — its  cauaes,  conduct, 
coneluaion,  aad  eonoequeoeea-^aad  then  delibef- 
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ately  asserts,  that  were  it  to  do  over  again,  that 
were  we  now  debating,  under  the  same  circam- 
stances  in  relation  to  this  and  otiier  nations, 
whether  or  not  war  should  be  declared,  his  voice 
and  his  hand  should  again  be  raised  in  favor 
of  it. 

Bnt  a  very  different  decision  would  be  made  by 
the  people  of  this  country ;  it  may  be  sport  to 
him,  but  it  is  death  to  them ;  it  is  their  blood  and 
their  treasure  which  must  be  sacrificed  in  the 
contest.  As  to  the  principal  cause  of  the  war, 
impressment,  the  honorable  gentleman  says  he 
cannot,  nay,  that  he  will  not.  bear  the  doctrine 
advanced  on  this  floor,  that  sailors'  rights  have 
been  surrendered  by  the  peace.  As  to  free  trade, 
•lie  is  silent;  the  commercial  treaty  speaks  vol- 
umes on  this  subject;  but, sir,  that  honorable  gen- 
tleman will  hear — nay,  shall  hear,  unless  he  leaves 
the  Hall  or  stops  his  ears — that  to  him  offensive 
doctrine,  that  he  hasby  the  Treaty  of  Peace  aban- 
doned the  cause  of  the  sailors,  which  he  so  pa- 
thetically plead  on  this  floor  before  the  war.  x  es, 
air,  he  was  an  able  advocate  for  them  here — how 
it  was  at  Ghent«  the  treaty  determines.  There  is 
no  doctrine  better  settled  than  that  the  real  griev- 
enees,  or  causes  of  war,  not  provided  for  in  the 
Treaty  of  Peace^  are  surrendered  and  abandoned 
forever.  Bnt  this  part  of  the  honorable  Speaker's 
address  has  been  so  ably  replied  to  by  my  honor- 
able friend  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  HoPKiiiaoN,) 
that  notbinff  more  is  necessary  to  be  said  thereon. 
The  honorable  Speaker  next  attempts  to  count 
the  gains,  and  estimate  the  glory  of  the  war,  but 
he  should  have  remembered  that  war  is  a  picture 
made  up  of  light  and  shade— dark  shades,  indeed; 
and,  while  he  was  recounting  the  gallant  deeds  of 
our  land  and  naval  heroes,  ^I  don't  include  the 
Constitutional  Commander-in-Chief,)  he  should 
have  remembered  the  misery,  the  distress  of  the 
inhabitants;  be  should  have  cast  his  eyes  on  the 
luins  of  your  capital;  he  should  have  recollected 
that  he  was  accessary,  before  the  fact,  to  this  work 
of  destruction;  that  he  assisted  in  lighting  the 
torch  of  war,  which  consumed  the  Capitol,  burnt 
Havre,  and  more  than  burnt  Hampton,  and  kindled 
a  flame  on  the  Northern  frontier,  whieb  illumined 
that  hemisbere,  and  desolated  some  of  the  fairest 
portions  of  New  York. 

Think  not,  sir,  that  I  am  insensible  to  the  re- 
nown which  individuals  have  acquired  in  this 
disastrous  conflict^  though  I, am  not  sensible  that 

Jour  Administration  have  acquired  any.  Your 
ackson,  sir,  was  borne  on  the  bosom  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  victory  and  triumph  at  Orleans;  may 
his  gallant  exploits,  while  that  noble  river  rolls  its 
rich  contribution  to  the  ocean^  be  in  like  manner 
wafted  down  the  stream  of  time,  till  it  mingles 
with  the  ocean  of  eternity !  The  fame  of  your 
Hull  will  survive  his  Constitution,  and  I  fear  that 
of  his  country ;  and  Perry's  victory  of  the  Lake 
will  be  €tra  perenmiuB;  your  other  heroes,  sir, 
Will  live  in  the  affections  of  a  grateful  country. 

The  honorable  gentleman  next  soes  from  the 
gains  of  the  war  to  the  benefits  of  toe  peace;  let 
Qs  then  examine,  for  a  moment^  the  Treaty  of 
Veaee,  and  the  famous  convention  with  England. 


But  he  here  complains  that  gentlemen  on  this 
side  of  th(i  House  have  not  come  out  on  this  sub- 
ject. How  could  he  expect  it?  It  was  not  till 
Saturday  last  we  received  the  information  on  the 
subject,  which  was  laid  before  the  Senate ;  in- 
deed it  was  not  till  yesterday,  when  the  honorable 
Speaker  favored  the  House  with  his  explanation 
or  the  business,  that  we  understood  it  in  all  its 
bearines.  He  first  informs  us  why  Moose  Island 
was  len  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy ;  why  that 
should  be  the  only  point  to  which  tne  uti  potii- 
defiv  should  apply ;  that  it  was  confidently  ex- 
pected, by  the  Commissioners  at  Ghent,  that  the 
patriotism  of  Massachusetts  would  not  only  res- 
cue that  island  from  the  enemy,  but  would  also 
acquire  the  island  of  Grand  Menon,  as  he  calls 
it,  but  which  we,  In  plain  Yankee,  call  Grand 
Menan — to  which  we  have  claim,  the  former  ly- 
ing '*  in  the  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy,  which  is  part 
of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,"  and  near  the  American 
coast,  and  the  latter  more  remote  in  the  Bay  of 
Fundy.  Sir,  I  will  persuade  myself  that  the  hon- 
orable Speaker  meant  to  do  justice  to  the  patriot- 
ism of  Massachusetts — that  never  has  been  found 
wanting  in  the  hour  of  peril  and  difficulty  ;  nay, 
sir,  it  was  never  impeached,  and  I  trust  in  God  it 
never  will  be,  while  the  blood  of  our  ancestors, 
who  have  nobly  fought  the  battles  of  our  coun- 
try, circulates  in  the  veins  of  their  posterity. 
But  was  this  expectation  rational  ?  Would  any 
patriotism,  under  the  same  disadvantages,  have 
achieved  these  conquests?  It  was  the  memora- 
ble Summer  of  1814*-a  period  of  distress  and 
alarm — which  saw  the  Capitol  of  our  country, 
and  the  very  tomb  of  Wabbinotom,  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  enemy — numerous  fleets  of  that 
enemy,  full  of  sailors  and  marines,  were  block- 
ading our  ports,  landing  and  harassing  our  peo- 
ple, and  destroying  their  property.  Maine,  with 
a  seacoast  of  nearly  three  hundred  miles,  was  pe- 
culiarly exposed  to  the  incursions  and  wandering 
parties  of  the  enemy.  Yes,  sir,  that  extendeo 
coast  was  accessible  at  almost  every  point  to  the 
enemy.  I  remember  well,  sir,  the  attempts  of 
that  enemy  within  the  disuict  which  I  have  xht 
honor  to  represent;  and  remember  well  the  ardor 
%nd  patriotism  of  the  brave  militia  manifested  on 
these  occasions.  There  was  no  distinction  of 
party  then,  sir;  thecontestwas^  who  should  meet 
the  enemy  soonest  and  repel  him  from  our  soil. 
What  protection  was  afforded  us,  in  this  hour  of 
peril  and  alarm,  by  the  General  Government  f 
Was  her  arm  raised  in  our  defence?  Were 
her  resources  employed  in  our  favor?  Far,  far, 
from  it!  Nay,  she  mocked  when  our  danger 
approached.  She  withdrew  her  soldiers ;  yes,  the 
very  soldiers  which  were  recruited  in  the  bosom 
of  the  parent,  were,  in  an  hour  of  peril,  with- 
drawn rrom  her  support.  For  what?  to  perish — 
miserably  to  perish,  in  the  swamps  of  Canada* 
Yes,  sir,  many  of  the  bravest  sons  of  New  Bog- 
land,  driven  by  a  necessity  of  your  creating  into 
vour  ranks,  have  fallen  by  the  sword,  disease,  and 
ramine— the  bones ^of  thousands  are  now  bleach- 
ing on  the  barren  heights,  or  mouldering  in  the 
swamps  of  Canada— their  fate  less  perhaps  to  be 
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pitied  than  the  weeping  modameDts  of  tbeir  de« 
parture — ibeir  miserable  parents,  orphans,  and 
widows.  Bow  thy  Heavens,  O  Qod  I  and  come 
down  with  divine  consolation  to  their  soals. 
Under  these^  circa mstances,  Castine  and  Moose 
Island  were  taken  possession  of  by  the  enemy. 
Castine  that  could  not  be  defended  with  a  less 
force  than  5,000  men,  and  Moose  Island,  which 
lies  at  the  mercy  of  the  mistress  of  the  ocean. 
Under  these  circumstances,  1  repeat,  was  it  to 
have  bjeen  expected  that  the  militia,  in  one  part 
of  the  country,  would  leave  that  open  to  the  at- 
tacks of  the  enemy,  forsake  their  properly,  their 
families,  their  household  gods,  and  cross  riyers, 
and  march  through  deserts,  to  repel  this  enemy  ? 
Sir,  it  would  not  have  been  accomplished ;  it 
ought  not  to  hare  been  expected,  except  from  the 

Sneral  arm.  But  the  honorable  Speaker  thinks 
ey  have  provided  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  suffi- 
ciently for  these  islands:  they  have  submitted  to 
two  Commissioners  whether  Moose  IsUrnd,  whe- 
ther Eastport,  one  of  our  own  towns,  belong  to 
us  or  not;  and  if  these  Commissioners  do  not 
agree,  they  are  to  draw  up  a  state  of  the  ease, 
which  the  two  Governments  may  further  submit, 
if  they  please,  to  some  friendly  nation.  No,  sir. 
I  consider  Moose  Island  given  up,  abandonea 
forever;  this  submission  is  a  mere  cloak  to  bide 
the  gross  nature  of  the  bargain.  Sir,  it  is  sur- 
rendered in  part  consideration  of  the  free,  exclu- 
sive navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and  our  shore 
fisheries  are  thrown  into  the  bargain.  Yes,  sir, 
the  interest  of  the  Bast  has  been  sacrificed  to  that 
of  the  West.  Why  did  we  not  hear  anything  of 
these  fisheries  in  the  negotiations  at  Ghent  and 
London?  The  honorable  Speaker  informs  us, 
that  a  majority  of  bis  colleagues,  against  his  opin- 
ion, were  in  favor  of  continuing  to  the  British  a 
limited  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  as  an  equiv- 
alent for  the  fisheries,  and  for  these  islands,  too, 
I  suppose,  for  I  have  no  doubt  Great  Britain 
would  have  yielded  both  these  objects  for  that 
right — anything  said  by  the  Commissioners  at 
Ghent  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  But  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  alleged,  as  a  reason  why 
the  fisheries  did  not  receive  more  attention,  that 
l^entlemen  differed  as  to  their  value ;  some  alleg- 
ing the  value  of  the  shore  fishery  as  equal  to  one- 
third  of  the  whole  fishery,  bank  and  shore;  while 
others  deemed  it  worth  little  or  nothing.  Sir,  we 
have  an  evidence  in  the  treaty,  that  taose  unac- 
quainted with  them  did  value  them  at  nothing; 
while  those  who  did  enjoy  the  privilege,  consid- 
ered them  of  the  greatest  imoiortance,  full  one- 
third  in  value  of  the  whole  nshery.  The  citi- 
zens of  Maine  were  in  a  peculiar  manner,  from 
its  proximity  to  them,  interested  in  this  branch  of 
the  fisheries ;  it  was  almost  tbeir  daily  bread  to 
them,  because  it  afforded  them  the  means  of  pro- 
viding this  daily  bread* 

But,  sir,  unfortunately  for  the  people  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  of  New  England  generally,  the  above 
are  not  the  only  occasions  in  which  their  inter- 
ests have  been  sacrificed  to  those  of  the  South 
and  West.  In  the  commercial  convention,  too, 
with  Great  Britain,  our  lambei,  and  other  staples 


of  our  country,  have  been  offered  up  as  a  sacrifiea 
to  the  growers  of  cotton;  indeed,  sir,  the  conven- 
tion itself,  instead,  as  it  purports,  of  offering  a  re- 
ciprocal liberty  or  commerce,  is  a  mere  contract, 
between  the  growers  of  cotton,  in  this  country, 
with  its  manufacturers  in  England.  Think  not 
that  I  repine  at  the  prosperity  of  our  brethren  ia 
the  South  and  West;  far  from  it — we  only  wish 
to  enjoy  those  few  benefits  with  them.  Nor,  sir, 
are  you  to  suppose  that  I  impeach  the  integrity  of 
the  Commissioners;  I  highly  respect  their  tal- 
ents---of  the  honorable  Speaker  in  particular,  who 
in  this  debate  has  given  us  so  conspicuous  a  proof 
of  his  talents  and  bis  eloquence.  I  only  regret, 
sir,  that  they  had  not  been  employed  at  Ghent 
and  London,  in  some  degree,  in  favor  of  New 
England.  I  assert  again,  sir,  and  am  prepared  to 
prove,  that  the  staple  of  the  North  has,  in  this 
convention,  been  sacrificed  to  the  South  and 
West ;  that,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  Consti- 
tution, that  ^  no  preference  shall  be  given  by  any 
regulation  of  commerce,  or  revenue,  to  the  porta 
of  one  State  over  those  of  another,"  such  prefer- 
ence has  been  given,  by  this  convention,  to  the 
ports  of  the  South.  Either,  sir,  our  Commission- 
ers did  not  understand  the  navigation  laws  of 
Great  Britain,  particularly  her  colonial  system, 
or  they  committed  an  unpardonable  error  in  con- 
cluding this  convention.  It  is  indeed,  sir,  but  an 
experiment  for  four  years,  and  nothing  but  this 
limitation  could  reconcile  me  to  it  for  a  moment; 
and  1  sincerely  wish,  when  the  debate  took  place 
upon  the  treaty,  we  had  possessed  the  information 
which  the  other  branch  did  upon  the  subject;  the 
debate  would  then  have  turned  upon  the  merit 
and  provisions  of  the  treaty,  instead  of  the  limi- 
tation of  the  treaty-making  powen  The  eoncea- 
sion  made  by  our  Uommissioners,  that  we  had  no 
equivalent  to  offer  for  a  participation  in  the  India 
trade,  and  the  trade  to  the  British  West  Indies, 
cannot  be  correct.  Sir,  we  granted  them  every- 
thing, by  throwing  all  our  ports  open  to  them, 
upon  equal  terms  with  our  own  citizens ;  besides, 
the  East  India  trade  carried  its  equivalent  with 
it,  in  its  intrinsic  value  and  immense  advantage 
to  the  British  possessions  there.  Sir,  the  trade  of 
this  country  is  of  the  last  importance  to  Great 
Britain ;  she  had  better  throw  open  all  her  islands, 
and  would  do  it,  than  be  deprived  of  it.  The  im- 
portance of  this  West  India  trade  to  the  northern 
part  of  this  country,  could  not  have  been  under- 
stood by  our  Commissioners ;  by  the  majority  of 
them,  at  least,  South  of  the  Hudson^  or,  sir,  had 
they  in  view  to  encourge  the  production  of  sugar, 
rum,  and  molasses,  in  the  South  ?  Whatever  may 
be  the  motive,  the  trade  is  lost  to  us.  Let  us  see, 
then,  how  our  trade  stands  with  the  British  ter- 
ritories in  Europe  under  this  convention.  I  will 
advert  to  a  few  items  of  an  "An  abstract  of  du- 
ties of  Customs,  i>aid  in  Great  Britain  in  1815," 
published  by  order  of  the  Senate  and  House. 
First,  the  article  of  cotton,  which,  before  the  con- 
vention, paid  three  pence  sterling  per  pound,  now 
pays  but  a  penny,  whether  imported  in  British  or 
American  ships,  irom  foreign  countries  or  British 
colonies,  being  a  saving  of  two  peace  on  each 
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flband.  In  the  year  endiftt  the  90th  September, 
1^&,  there  was  exported  from  the  United  States 
to  the  territories  of  Qreat  Britain,  in  Barope, 
4C<973  465  pounds  of  cotton ;  this,  at  two  pence 
per  poond,  is  a  saving  to  the  growers  of  cotton, 
atmtially,  of  £374,778  17  06  sterling,  or  91»664,- 
038;  and,  in  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1807,  there  was  exported,  as  abore,  58,180^11 
poands,  making  a  saring  to  the  South  of  91,930,- 
667.  Well  may  the  honorable  Speaker  express,  as 
In  did  yesterday,  bis  surprise,  that  gentlemen 
from  the  West  (alluding  to  Mr.  McKsB  and  Mr. 
B^#inN)  should  ask,  what  hare  we  gained  by  the 
warl  They  have,  indeed,  gained  the  exclusive 
nlnrigtttion  of  the  Mississippi,  and  a  fair  market 
fbr  toeir  cQtioo,  at  tile  expense  of  New  Bngian'd, 
bit  shore  fishery,  and  her  staple  commoditiesi 
li^C  us  now  see  how  our  unmanufactured  wood 
stands  in  th«  market,  in  the  territories  of  Qreat 
Britain,  in  Europe;  premising  that  the  duties 
yitf^tt  comparatively  light  in  1797,  under  Jay's 
Treaty,  and  large  quantities  of  our  timber  and 
lumber  found  a  ready  and  good  market  there,  par- 
ticularly at  Liverpool,  but  now,  sir,  oak  timber 
imported  into  Great  Britain,  under  this  conven- 
tion, from  the  United  States,  will  pay^  on  fiAy 
cubic  leet,  £3  01  09,  while  the  same,  imported 
from  the  British  colonies  in  America,  which  can 
only  be  in  British  ships,  pay  only  59.  6Jeii,  and 
iUBBrly  in  the  same  proportion  ss  to  other  timber, 
btMirda.  masts,  spars,  dbc;  a  duty,  sir,  which 
amounts  to  a  prohibition.  Some  of  our  lumber 
found  its  way  into  the  Brirish  West  Indies,  by 
th»  w«iT  of  St.  Bartholomews,  some  ports  in  Cuba, 
and  a  few  other  places,  subjected,  however,  to  a 
loss  of  additional  ireight  and  insurance  from  island 
to  island ;  our  vessels  received  products  in  return, 
svbject  to  the  same  expense.  But  a  heavy  duty 
has  lately  been  laid  in  Jatnatca,  and  the  same 
will,  doiHMless,  be  done  in  other  British  islands, 
as  it  is  a  part  of  their  rigid  colonial  system,  on  M 
Imber,  and  many  other  articles  from  the  United 
States.  The  ports  of  the  world,  indeed,  seem 
fast  closing  ifpon  New  England ;  and  when  our 
own  (Government  neglects  or  sacrifices  our  best 
interests,  we  cannot  expect  that  foreign  nations 
wilt  pa]f  much  attention  to  them. 

And  it  is  under  these  circumstances  of  sacri- 
fice, hardship,  and  distress,  you  demand  of  m  new 
sacrifices,  and  impose  on  us  grievous  burdens. 
You  do^  indeed,  put  our  patriotism  to  a  severe 
test.  If  you  expect  from  us  an  equality  of  distri* 
bviion,  we  demand  of  you  in  return  an  equaii ty 
ofbenefits.  You  must  do  this  people  justices  or 
they  wilt  tatte  justice  into  their  own  hands*  Tney 
wish  not  for  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  but  at  the 
same  time  they  know  that  is  not  the  worst,  the 
ntost  degraded  situation  to  which  freemen  may 
be  reduced ;  our  IVeedom  was  purchased  by  the 
blood  of  our  forefattiers,  and  will  be  defended  by 
that  of  their  sons. 

Much  has  been  said  in  this  debate  respecting^  our 
standing  >rmy,  or  as  it  is  now  called,  or  disguised, 
ovr  Military  Peaee  Bstablishmeat — nominally  of 
ttB  thousand  men,  really  of  more  than  twelve  I 
thoosand,  officers  and  men.    Never  did' I  expect, 


sir,  within  your  days  or  mine^  to  hear  eulogies 
this  floor  in  favor  of  standing  armies,  but  such  bus 
been  the  fact ;  an  honorable  collesgoe  of  mine, 
(Mr.  CoKNBR,)  whose  urbanity  and  correct  de- 
portment are  acknowledged  by  all,  is  an  advocate- 
for  these  armies ;  not,  I  am  pereuaded,  sir,  to  an 
extent  which  would  endanger  the  liberties  of  his 
country,  but  he  thinksour  chief  dependence  would 
be  upon  them;  that,  in  the  day  of  alarm  and 
danger,  our  militia  are  not  to  be  relied  on.  On  the 
contrary,  in  the  spirit  of  our  Constittfiion  I  da 
consider  a  well  regulated  milftia  as  the  best  se> 
curity  of  a  free  State ;  it  is  the  efiectual  defence 
of  the  nation.  I  should  wish  to  see  every  citizen 
a  soldier,  but  at  the  same  time  every  soldier  a  cit- 
izen, and  the  military  in  complete  subordinatiea 
to  the  civil  authority.  But,  sir,  as  this  subject 
has  already  been  noticed  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Vii^ioia,  (Mr.  RaitDOLra,)  and  be 
intends  te  bring  it  immediately  before  the  House 
on  a  motion  to  reduce  the  standing  army,  I  wiU 
leave  it,  with  confidence,  in  better  hands.  Since 
1  have  named  that  honorable  gentleman,  I  should 
do  injustice  to  my  feelings,  and  to  his  merit,  did' 
I  not  notice  the  effiMrt^  the  great  effort,  which  for 
three  days  in  succession  he  istely  made  on  this 
floor,  in  favor  of  true  Constitutional  principles, 
with  some  exceptions,  and  the  freedom  of  our 
country ;  the  information  communicated  by  him 
to  this  House,  and  this  nation,  is  invaluable;  he 
has  given  us  the  experience  or  a  long  and  active 
political  life ;  from  the  vast  treasures  of  his  mind 
he  has  brought  forth  things,  old  and  new ;  he  has 
laid  open  the  folly,  the  corruption,  the  wickedness 
of  Cabinets.  What  villain — high,  low,  rich,  or 
poor— of  importance  to  attract  the  attention  of  a 
gentleman,  has  he  neglected  to  drag  before  an  in- 
sulted people?  To  what  merit,  known  to  him, 
exerted  in  favor  of  his  country,  has  he  been  in- 
sensible, or  denied  the  meed  of  praise?  Sir,  the 
thanks  of  an  humble  individual  are  poor,  indeed, 
but,  such  as  they  are,  I  most  heartily  tender  them 
to  him  i  were  it  in  my  power  I  woiriddo  it  in  be-* 
half  of  this  House,  nay,  in  the  name  of  the  Amer^ 
ican  peopleb  However,  sir,  he  will  have  what  is 
of  infinitely  more  importance  to  him,  the  appro- 
bation of  his  own  conscience,  and,  I  hope,  of  bis 
Qod. 

One  word,  at  parting,  with  the  honorable 
Speaker,  and  I  have  done ;  for  what  he  and  bis 
politieal  friends  have  done  in  relation  to  the  war^ 
Its  declaration,  progress,  and  termination— 4hey^ 
have  a  right,  he  says,  to  expect  from  the  people 
of  this  country  the  divine  benediction  of  ^welt 
done  good  and  faithfbl  servaets ;  you  have  been 
faithful  over  a  few  things,  I  will  make  you  rulers 
over  many  thioffs."  It  is  very  trtie,  indeed,  sir^ 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  and  his  friends  have 
received  even  more  than  five  talents  of  the  peo- 
ple's money;  but  instead  of  even  making  thai  use 
of  them  which  the  servant  did  that  received  the 
one  mieni— dig  in  the  earth  and  hide  ii-^ihtf- 
have  squandered  away  their  Lord's  money  and 
run  him  in  debt;  are  they  not  the  wicked,  sloth* 
I  ful  servants,  and  ought  net  the  people  to  say^** 
I  <*  cast  70  the  unprofitable  servants  into  outer  dark* 
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th#re  skill  be  weepmg  and  gMsfaiBg  of 
teeth?"  And  bepfyr,  thriee  happy,  will  it  be  for 
tbM  heeortbte  geodemaa  and  his  friends  in  the 
Administration,  if  the  righteoas  jud^e  of  all  the 
earth  shall  not,  for  their  poliiieal  stas,  add  the 
«i»fel  sentenee— "Depart  nrom  me  ye  earsed;'' 
bai  I  do  humbly  beseech  his  mercy,  to  redeem 
their  immortal  sovis  from  that  "everkiiting  fire, 
prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  aageh." 

When  Mr.  K.  had  cosdoded,  the  Committee 
Piee,  and  the  Hoose  adjourned. 

WaniraaDAT,  Jannary  31. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom 
was  committed  the  bill  making  appropriaiions 
for  ordnance  stores,  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof;  and  it  was  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  upon  the 
subject  of  rcTenoe. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  <<for  the  relief  of 
Xaverio  Nandi,"  was  read  the  firrt  time. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  '*  to  increase  the  pen- 
sions of  Robert  White  and  Jacob  Wrighter,"  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  the  relief  of 
Edward  Barry  and  George  Hodge,"  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and 
amend  the  law  of  costs,"  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bills  from 
this  House  of  the  following  utles :  "An  act  to  re- 
peal so  much  of  an  act  passed  on  the  23d  of  De- 
cember, 1814,  as  imposes  additional  duties  on 
postage ;"  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act 
entitled  'An  act  for  imposing  additional  duties 
upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
from  any  foreign  port  or  place, and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;'  and  '*An  act  to  continue  in  force  certain 
acts  laying  duties  on  bank  notes^  refined  sugars, 
and  for  other  purposes ;''  with  amendments  to  the 
two  latter.  They  have  also  adopted  a  resolution 
dkecting  a  copy  of  the  documents  printed  by  a 
resolve  of  Congress,  on  the  27lh  of  December. 
1813,  to  be  transmitted  to  each  of  the  Judges  or 
the  Supreme  Court.  In  which  amendments  and 
resolution  thev  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  to  the  said  bills  were  read 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President, 
transmitting  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  sundry  documents,respecting  the  transactions 
at  Dartmoor,  in  April,  1815. — Laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  *'  directing  a 
copy  of  the  documents  pri6ted  bv  the  resolve  of 
Congress  on  the  27ih  of  December,  1813,  to  be 
transmitted  to  each  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,"  was  read  the  first  lime. 

UONBY  LOST  BY  A  COLLBGTOB. 

The  Spmkbb  laid  befiite  tbo  Hoase  a  report 
ffom  the  Seecetary  of  Iha  TiteaBarj  on  the  peti- 


tion  of  Henry  Malcolm ;  whieh  was  resd  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana. 
The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  House  of  Representatives  having,  by  their  order  of 
the  17th  of  January^  1816,  referred  to  the  Secretarr 
of  the  Treasury  the  petition  of  Henry  Malcolm,  wim 
the  docnmsnts  accompanying  the  same,  the  Secre- 
tary has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  Hoaaa  the  $dl» 
lowing  report : 

The  petitioner,  Henry  Malcolm,  was  appoiated  the 
collector  of  the  customs  for  the  district  of  Hadsoiit  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  in  the  year  1796,  when  the 
district  waa  established.  It  was  his  constant  prac- 
tice to  remit  the  money  which  he  reoeiTed  on  account 
of  duties  in  bank  notes  to  the  branch  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  no  ao» 
cident  or  loas  occurred  in  consequence  of  this  practice 
until  the  28th  of  June,  1808.  On  that  day  the  petition- 
er  pot  under  cover,  addressed  to  the  cashier  of  the 
Branch  Bank,  a  snm  of  one  thousand  dollars  in'notes 
of  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  in  the  city  of  Hudson,  and 
delivered  the  packet  to  the  postmaater  of  Hudaoa  to 
be  sent  by  the  neit  mail.  A  letter  of  advice  was  at 
the  aame  time  forwarded  to  the  cashier,  which  was 
duly  recehred ;  but  the  money  was  stolen  on  its  way* 
and  has  never  been  reoeived  at  the  Branch  Bank,  or 
passed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasury.  The  accounting 
officers  have  refused  to  credit  the  remittance  in  the 
settlement  of  the  petitioner'!  account,  and  he  pcaja  te 
be  relieved  by  the  authority  of  Congress. 

The  facts  thus  ataled  are  aatisfactorilj  proven*  and 
■erve  to  exonerate  the  petitioner  from  every  euapicion 
of  fraud  in  the  course  of  the  transaction.  To  entitle 
him,  however,  to  the  relief  which  is  solicited,  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  show  that  the  mode  of  making  the  remittance 
did  not  transgress  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Treasury 
Department;  and,  in  this  ntptcU  it  appears,  from 
documents  on  record  as  well  as  from  those  wihich  a^ 
company  the  petition,  that  two  objections  have  here- 
tofore been  msde ;  1st.  That  the  remittance  by  mall 
was  not  authorized,  or,  if  authorixed,  should  have  been 
guarded  br  cutting  the  bank  notes  in  two  parts,  and 
sending  the  parts  by  successive  mails.  3.  Thai  the 
remittance  was  made  in  the  notea  of  the  Bank  of  Oo« 
lumhia,  instead  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  or  its  branches. 

Is^  Olffettion.  The  Treasury  oireular,  addiesaed  lo 
the  collectors  on  the  14th  of  October,  1780,  aalboriaadi 
the  remittance  of  bank,  notes  by  thomailt  hot  pieseiihedr 
the  mode  of  doing  it,  by  reOairing,  among  othec  tUage^ 
that  eaoh  note  shoaid  be  divided  into  two  eqfaifHrto 
and  endorsed  by  the  collector ;  one-half  to  be  sent  b)p 
one  post,  and  the  other  half  by  the  next  pest,  with  do« 
scnptive  lisU,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Slatea. 

But  the  Treasoty  instruction,  addreaed  te  the  p|rtfr* 
tioner  on  the  9th  of  June,  1796,  soon  after  his  appoint- 
ment to  office,  required  him,  in  general  terms,  '*  to 
remit,  from  time  te  time,  whatever  moneys  should  eotte 
into  his  hands  in  payment  of  duties,  b^ond  the  sum 
necessary  for  drawhacksy  and  to  pay  the  expenses  in- 
cident to  his  office,  to  the  office  of  discount  and  depo- 
sits at  New  York,  there  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States ;"  and  the  Treaeory 
instructions,  addressed  to  the  petitioner  on  the  9th  ef 
November,  1809,  subsequent  te  the  loss  of  the  bank 
notes  in  question,  directed  him  "to  depoeite  in  the 
Branch  Bank,  New  York,  the  public  moneys  in  his 
hands ;  and,  if  the  remittance  be  made  in  bank  notes* 
fas  was  directed  to  cut  tfaem,  and  postpone  the  trane- 
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miMioB  of  the  second  h«Wee  until  tke  receipt  of  tlioee 
ftrat  sent  was  acknowledged." 

The  remittance  of  bank  notes  by  mail  sppeart ,  then, 
from  this  review,  to  have  been  authorized  by  the  Trea- 
snry  Depsrtment*  The  first  instruction,  prescribing 
a  mode  of  remitting  the  notes  in  halves,  referred  to  re- 
mittances to  be  made  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  at  the  Beat  of  Government,  and  it  was  issued 
before  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches 
were  established,  as  well  as  long  before  the  establish- 
ment of  the  district  of  Hudson.  The  second  instruc- 
tion, whidi  directed  the  petitioner  to  make  his  remits 
tances  to  the  Branch  Ba^k  at  New  York,  is  silent  as 
to  the  mode  of  remitting  the  notes  in  halves ;  and  the 
petitioner,  considering  this  as  the  ruling  instruction 
for  his  official  conduct,  after  it  had  been  received,  uni- 
ibrmly  made  his  remittances  of  bank  notes  to  the 
Branch  Bank,  without  severing  the  notes,  from  the  date 
of  the  instruction  the  9th  June,  1796,  until  the  date  of 
ihe  ii)8truction  of  the  9th  of  November,  1809,  without 
encountering,  as  is  already  stated,  any  other  loss  or 
accident  than  that  which  is  the  subject  of  his  petition. 

Under  these  circumstances,  so  peculiar  as  to  preclude 
any  danger  from  the  precedent  of  a  favorable  decision 
in  the  present  casc^  it  is  believed  that  the  petitioner, 
exonerated  as  be  is  from  all  suspicion  of  mud,  may 
also  be  justly  relieved  from  the  imputation  of  wilful 
or  gross  negligence. 

id  Ohjedion,  If  the  petitioner  does  not  suffer  by  the 
force  ol  the  first  objection,  it  is  presumed  that  the  sec- 
ond objection  will  not  be  allowed  to  prevail  against  the 
prayer  of  the  petition.  The  kind  of  bank  notes  remits 
ted  would  have  become  an  important  question  if  the 
Branch  Bank  refused  to  credit  them  as  caiJi  in  the  ac- 
count of  the  Treasurer,  or  if  the  notes  had  been  depre- 
dated in  value.  But  the  question  now  arises  on  a  loss 
which  would  have  happened  whether  the  notes  remit- 
ted w^re  issued  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  or  by 
the  Bank  of  Columbia. 

It  is  proper  to  observe,  however,  that  the  amount  of 
the  notes  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches  in  cir- 
culation at  Hudson  was  not  equal  to  the  demand  for 
bank  notes ;  that  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia 
circulated  at  par  with  gold  and  silver;  that  they  had 
been  constantly  received  in  payment  of  duties,  and  re- 
initted  to  the  cashier  of  the  Br^ch  Bank  at  New 
York,  who  had  credited  them  uniformly  as  cash,  in  the 
account  of  the  Treasurer ;  and,  finally,  that,  in  a  letter 
dated  the  23d  of  August,  1806,  the  cashier,  while  ob- 
jecting to  bank  notes  of  a  particular  description,  ex- 
pressly adds  that,  <*  if  any  other  than  notes  of  the  banks 
m  New  York  are  sent,  those  of  the  Hudson  Bank  would 
be  most  convenient ;  they  pass  equally  well,  and  you 
could  get  large  ones." 

All  which,  including  copies  of  the  several  Tieasuiy 
iBstmctions  referred  to,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 
Stentary  of  the  TVtatury, 

TmsisvKT  DkPAmTMxirT,  Jtm.  26,  1816. 

THB  REVENUE. 

Th^  House  again  resolTed  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  oa  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  aoa  Meaos,  on  the  subject  of 
reveoue. 

Mr.  RETN0LD8,  of  TeoDcssee,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr,  Chairman,  on  my  motion  last  eveDioff  the 
Committee  were  kind  enough  to  rise^for  which  I 


tender  them  my  thanks.  I  fear,  sir,  they  will  be 
ill  rewarded  at  best,  bat  more  particularly  now, 
when  indisposed.  It  becomes,  howeTer,  my  im- 
perious duty  to  address  vou  on  this  occasioD^  be* 
cause  my  honorable  colleagues  and  myself  differ 
as  to  the  vote  I  am  about  to  give  on  the  resola* 
tioa  now  under  consideration.  I  regret  the  cir- 
cumstance, because  they  are  men  with  whom  I 
delight  to  co-operate;  many  of  them  1  have  been 
long  acquainted  with,  and  in  the,  late  contest  for 
our  sacred  rights^  some  of  them  not  only  paid  the 
taxes  imposed  with  cheerfulness,  bat  rushed  to 
the  field  of  battle  and  participated  in  the  ^lory 
of  their  countrymen ;  I  hope,  however,  it  is  an 
honest  difference  of  opinion. 

I  am  in  favor,  sir,  generally  of  the  reduced  sys- 
tem of  taxation  as  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
Finance,  and  the  direct  tax,  so  modified,  to  be 
continued  for  one  year.  Every  one  admits  the 
necessity  of  a  revenue  to  be  raised  by  some  mode 
of  taxation.  And  it  would  be  well  for  gentlemen 
now  to  reflect  for  a  moment  how  far  they  have 
already  gone  on  the  ground  of  this  necessity.  A 
few  days  ago,  sir,  a  very  large  majority  of  the 
House  agreed  to  continue  the  double  duties,  and 
also  to  continue  the  salt  tax.  Now,  sir,  none  of 
these  taxes  affect  me  at  all ;  I  do  not  pay  one 
cent  towards  the  war  debt,  or  for  the  restoration 
of  the  public  faith  and  credit  of  this  nation,  an- 
less  I  dip  pretty  deeply  with  the  merchao  t.  Shall 
it  be  said,  sir,  that  I  would  evade  the  payment 
of  the  just  proportion  of  the  debt  incurred  by  the 
war ;  lor  there  was  not  a  man,  woman,  or  child, 
in  my  district,  who  were  not  in  favor  of  that 
measure?  Yes,  sir,  we  were  advocates  of  the 
war,  and  no  people  on  the  continent  of  America 
contributed  more  largely  in  support  of  it,  accord- 
ing to  their  numbers  and  wealth,  than  they  did. 
They  foagbt  the  battles  of  their  country,  and 
paid  an  enormous  and  oppressive  tax  without  a 
murmur. 

I  have  also,  sir,  fully  appreciated  the  remark 
made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  McKsE,)  whose  good  sense  always 
makes  him  intelligible  to  every  one.  He  admits 
that  a  direct  tax  ia  the  most  just  and  equitable, 
but,  being  opposed  to  all  taxes,  be  wishes  this 
one  in  particular  to  pass,  because  it  reaches  all 
classes  of  citizens,  puts  ail  on  the  alert  to  inquire 
into  the  necessity  of  such  a  tax;  and  if  it  is 
found  totally  unnecessary,  they  will,  says  the 
gentleman,  soon  bring  their  Representatives  to 
an  account.  Sir,  to  place  the  question  on  this 
ground,  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  answer  to  my 
constituents  for  any  vote  I  may  give  in  this 
House,  with  promptitude.  If,  however,  Mr. 
Chairman,  they  have  forgotten  the  cause  of  the 
war,  hailed  by  them,  too,  as  a  new  era  of  their 
independence ;  if  they  have  already  forgotten  how 
bravely  ihey  participated  in  that  glorious  contest, 
in  subduing  a  powerful  savage  nation,  and  sec- 
ondly, the  powerful  aid  they  save  in  defeating 
the  veterans  of  Europe  before  New  Orleans,  and 
saving  that  city  from  their  bloody  grssfi;  if,  I 
say,  they  have  for^tten  all  these  uwit  feelings, 
and  those  scenes  ot  danger  and  of  glorfiand  ace 
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now  on  willing  to  support  that  Qorerament  that 
has  broQght  ihem  to  a  safe  and  honorable  peace, 
then  indeed  I  shall  stand  condemned  before  them, 
and  be  permitted  to  retire ;  bat,  sir,  I  shall  retire 
with  a  conscience  undisturbed.  I  am  not,  how- 
erer,  to  be  driTcn  from  a  discharge  of  my  duty 
by  such  threats.  My  conduct  shall  be  judged  of 
by  a  gallant  and  intelligent  people,  on  whose 
magnanimity  and  justice  I  shall  rest  my  defence. 
1  shall  now  proceed,  sir.  to  a  brief  examination 
of  the  subject  before  the  Committee,  and  also  an- 
swer some  of  the  arguments  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House.  Taxation  will  always  be  unpleasant 
to  a  free  people,  unless  you  can  show  them  that 
the  tax  is  necessary,  either  to  support  the  public 
faith  and  credit  of  the  nation,  or  to  vindicate  its 
honor  and  promote  the  internal  resources  of  the 
country ;  show  them  this,  honestly  and  candidlv 
point  it  out  to  them,  and  my  word  for  it  they  will 
always  pay  cheerfully  any  reasonable  tax  imposed 
upon  them.  These  incentives  and  those  objects 
01  American  interest  and  honor  are,  in  my  opin- 
ion, in  bright  review  before  us.  But  why,  sir, 
are  we  referred  to  the  history  of  '98  as  a  case  in 
point  ?  Although  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph)  has  learnedly  narrated 
the  history  of  those  times,  and  given  yoo  a  lu- 
minous display  of  his  political  career,  yet  he  has 
not  thought  proper,  at  least  on  this  occasion,  to 
show  that  they  are  at  all  analogous.  Sir,  what 
is  the  real  history  of  that  eventful  period  1  It 
was  this,  sir,  France  was  then  struggling  for  her 
liberty  against  all  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe, 
with  kngland  at  their  head,  and  strange  to  tell, 
but  it  is  nevertheless  the  fact,  that  the  then  Ad- 
ministration of  this  country  was  also  inclined  to 
go  with  the  royal  corps  to  strangle  and  destroy 
the  infant  Republic  of  France,  then  in  its  era- 
die  1  The  hue  and  cry  was  accordin^y  raised 
against  France.  British  pirates  and  shipa-of-war 
were  capturing  our  merchantmen  daily,  without 
much  noise  having  been  made  about  it.  The 
French  pirates  began  to  think  they  might  as  well 
participate  in  the  plunder  of  American  commerce 
as  the  British — they  also  captured  some.  Nothing 
now  but  war  with  the  Directory  of  France  would 
do.  Taxes  were  imposed,  and  a  large  standing 
army  was  created.  Now,  sir,  the  people  of  this 
country  knew  that  this  pretext  would  not  do. 
The  American  citizens  had  not  forgotten  the 
debt  of  gratitude  they  owed  the  people  of  France, 
for  noblv  aiding  them  in  the  sacred  strangle  for 
their  independence ;  this  was  yet  fresh  in  their 
minds.  The  nation,  therefore,  could  not  have 
been  dragged  into  such  a  war.  Besides,  sir,  your 
citizens  knew  that  the.  Directory  of  France  at 
that  time  had  too  much  power  to  contend  against 
at  home,  to  send  anythiiig  like  a  force  to  meet 
^he  American  armies.  Then,  sir,  it  was  not 
against  the  expanses  of  supporting  an  army  your 
citizens  complained;  it  was  the  mere  pretext, 
without  a  just  foundation;  and  against  the  ex- 
treme impolicy  of  waging  such  a  war.  the  people 
of  tnis  country  entered  their  solemn  protest ;  and 
witb  these  measures,  together  with  the  Sedition 
Law,  fell  the  Administratioa  that  gave  them  birth. 


Sir,  what  is  now  the  situation  of  the  country  ? 
We  are  not  now  to  meet  a  debt  created  for  the 
purpose  of  going  to  war.  No.  sir.  It  is  a  large 
and  accumulated  debt  for  being  actually  engaged 
in  a  state  of  war.  No  pretext  here.  It  is  in 
large  round  numbers.  I  snail  not  now  stop  and 
inquire  whether  it  was  a  just  or  unjust  war.  It 
is  sufficient  for  my  purpose,  that  it  was  declared 
by  the  proper  and  Constitutional  authorities  of 
the  empire,  and  we  are  now  called  upon  to  make 
ways  and  means  for  the  discharge  of  the  expense. 

Borne  gentlemen  think  that  the  customs  ari- 
sing from  tonnage  will  be  sufficient  to  extinguish 
the  debt  in  eighteen  or  twenty  years;  others 
speak  of  borrowing  money  to  pay  the  interest. 
The  last  expedient  I  cannot  think  it  would  be 
wise  to  adopt.  A  nation  never  can  do  well  that 
has  to  borrow  money  in  time  of  peace.  Instead 
of  diminishing  the  public  debt  it  is  adding  more 
to  it.  As  to  the  revenue  arising  from  commerce 
I  think  well  of  it.  But  I  really  do  not  think  it 
just  that  the  consumer  should  literally  pay  the 
whole  debt  of  the  nation.  Besides,  sir,  I  do  not 
view  it  now  as  altogether  a  certain  revenue.  It 
depends  too  much  on  the  winds  and  tides,  and 
the  good  understanding  of  those  nations  with 
whom  we  have  intercourse.  All  may  be  dashed 
from  us  in  a  moment,  and  left  in  the  rorlorn  situ- 
ation we  found  ourselves  in  the  year  1812,  when 
war  was  declared,  and  not  a  cent  in  your  Treas- 
ury,—indeed,  upwards  of  a  million  short  in 
meeting  the  current  expenses  of  that  year.  Are 
gentlemen  prepared  to  tall  back  to  such  a  state  of 
things?  Will  such  a  course  enable  us  manfully 
to  meet  the  crisis,  at  no  great  distance,  I  fear, 
will  burst  upon  us? 

But,  sir,  is  it  not  known  that  the  mercantile 
world  is  at  this  moment  inundated  with  a  vast 
importation  on  hand  1  Perhaps  there  has  been 
within  these  ten  months  more  goods  imported 
than  there  may  be  for  two  years  to  come ;  and, 
looking  at  the  present  posture  of  affiurs  with  the 
Old  World,  I  consider  this  revenue  too  precarious 
to  depend  alone  on  it  for  the  support  of  a  great 
and  growing  nation,  and  particularljr  to  pav  off 
large  war  debts  in  due  time.  I  am,  sir,  for  land- 
ing out  ways  and  means  to  discharge  this  debt  in 
our  own  times,  and  not  saddling  posterity  witk 
it.  You  perceive  from  this  sentiment,  that  I  do 
not  adopt  the  principle  that  *'a  public  debt  is  a 
public  blessing.'*  The  debts  we  incur,  either  by 
errors  or  judicious  acts,  let  us  provide  for  the 
payment  of  within  a  reasonable  time.  Let  the 
neirs  receive  the  inheritance  without  encum- 
brance, and  the  world  will  pronounce  you  wise 
and  just. 

Now,  sir,  what  is  the  sum  we  have  to  provide 
for;  the  old  and  new  debt  amounts  to  nearly 
one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  dollars. 
From  the  Treasury  report  it  appears  that  there 
will  be  demands  on  that  Department  for  the  sum 
of  942.884,269,  comprehending  the  gross  amount 
of  the  arrearages  of  the  War  Department,  and 
for  the  whole  of  the  floating  debt  for  the  year 
1816.  To  meet  this,  the  reveone  that  will  prob- 
ably accrue  for  that  year,  taking  into  view  the 
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redoetion  of  the  diraet  tax,  and  tba  abolJtkMi  of 
some  other  duries,  will  amoairt  to  f|39,480,000, 
leBTing  a  deficit  of  more  than  three  and  a  half 
millions  of  dollars.  Thus,  sir,  stands  the  ac* 
eouDt.  Notwithstanding  this,  it  is  right  to  abol- 
bh  some  of  the  taxes  imposed  by  the  last  Cob* 
gress,  that  were  not  only  unproduetive^  bat  too 
oppressiTe  on  industry ;  but  what  was  sUU  more 
akrmiD^,  a  tax  on  iMDiilee^e. 

Bot|  sir,  there  is  another  sirong  reasoa  why 
we  should  continue  the  direct  tax  for  one  year  at 
least*  We  do  not,  we  cainiot  see  now  the  full 
eSEtent  of  the  debts  against  the  GoYomnieat. 
Nearly  two  milliona  are  to  be  paid  in  Tennessee 
to  the  braye  militia  and  rolonteers  of  that  State. 
There  is  still  a  larger  sum  in  Kentucky,  und 
there  are  eonsiderable  demands  from  every  State 
in  the  Union.  Now,  an  appro^priatioii  of  ten 
ouUions  of  dollars  has  been  made ;  but  oan  any 
one  tell  the  sum  that  will  be  required  to  meet 
the  proviaionsof  those  bills  on  your  table,  I  trust 
will  pass  this  session  ?  One  of  them  has  already 
passed,  providing  for  the  pay  of  lost  property 
duriog[  the  late  war,  the  sum  entirely  unknown. 
The  bill  establishing  an  additional  miiitar]r  aead* 
emy.  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  invalids  and 
Revolutionary  spldiers,  if  they  pass,  will  require 
an  additional  sum,  which  at  present  is  abofiift- 
koown. 

Can  I  then,  sir,  in  conscience  TOie  against  the 
resolution,  when  the  salvation  of  those  meat« 
ares,  just  in  themselves,  and  necessary*  depends 
much  on  the  soceess  of  the  system  of  rcTeane 
iveommended  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  vote  against  any  reduc* 
tion  of  the  Army  at  present,  or  of  the  Navy ; 
and  I  shall  now  beg  leave  to  ezamiae  this  eiui- 
jeet  for  a  moment.  As  it  regards  the  Army,  I 
do  not  conceive  Ihal  ten  thousand  r»ttlafs  oan 
ever  be  dangerous  to  eight  millions  of  freemen. 
The  only  question  is.  iB  it  expedient  and  proper 
to  keep  up  that  nomoer  in  time  of  peace!  If 
we  examine  the  a&irs  in  Europe,  we  shall  see 
all  is  net  settled  in  that  quarter.  If  yon  will 
look  at  the  papers  on  your  tables  lately  leeeiTed 
from  the  Spanish  Minister,  you  have  the  bm 
reasons  that  can  be  offered  why  your  present 
force  should  be  retained.  But  of  this  Spanish 
demand  I  shall  examiae  kereafterk  leonstder, 
sir,  it  a  very  great  saving  to  the  people  to  have 
at  alt  times  a  competent  foroe  to  be  bronght  oat 
on  every  emorgeocy  that  may  happen.  The  Toiee 
of  experience  will  tcli  us  that  this  will  be  the 
greatest  gain.  It  never  will  do  in  any  Govern- 
ment, and  particularly  in  a  free  one,  to  have  peo« 
pie  celled  from  their  homes,  from  the  pore  air 
thoy  inhale,  tmi  be  cooped  up  in  caaAps  for  two 
or  three  months  waiting  for  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  as  was  the  case  at  the  city  of  Norfolk 
and  elsewhere  during  tha  late  war.  And  what 
was  the  sad  consequeaee?  Thousands  of  the 
bravest  and  finest  fellows  in  the  world  died'  with 
onoip  disease  without  ever  seetag  the  enemy. 
And  it  is  a  fact,  that  more  men  during  the  war 
died  of  disease  and  siekness  than  by  the  sword. 


And  it  will  eternally  be  tbocasi^  where  the  yeo» 
manry  of  the  country,  without  discipline,  be 
obliged  to  be  encamped  for  any  length  of  time. 
It  is  totally  inconsistent  with  their  habits  and 
mode  of  living.  Our  militia,  sir,  are  emphnti* 
eally  the  bulwark  of  your  liberties;  but  let  yoor 
armies  be  eo  orj§[aniied,  either  with  re^lar  troopi 
or  militia  previously  trained  and  disciplined,  and 
somewhat  inured  to  camp  duties^  or  to  wait  for 
the  enemy  and  give  tbem  the  nrst  onset,  and 
then  have  your  militia  in  fuU  vigor  from  their 
homes  brought  into  action,  and  they  will  nlwaya 
give  you  a  good  necoont  of  the  enemies  of  your 
eeootfy. 

Let  the  period  of  their  call  be  for  a  very  short 
time,  and  the  moment  it  is  out  discharge  thetOL 
and  have  others  marching  to  the  tented  field  if 
neeessary.  And  I  wonid  also  wiah  to  see  the 
Qovemment  in  funds,  always  to  pay  the  militia 
and  soldiers  the  moment  they  are  discharged.  la 
this  way  you  will  always  have  brave,  practical 
patriots,  and  Jfpod  soldiers  to  defend  yon  in  times 
of  danger.  Sir,  from  the  extensive  frontier  we 
have  to  guardL  the  namerous  garrisons  we  have 
to  take  care  of,  and  from  the  appearance  of  t^ 
times,  I  do  humbly  appreheod  that  ten  thousand 
regulars  will  not  be  too  many.  And  I  warn  the 
Gtovemmcttt  to  see  speedily  that  there  are  that 
number  now  in  service.  And  in  case  of  a  defi^ 
ciency  I  would  have  it  immediately  made  up. 

I  need  not,  sir.  say  anything  in  praise  <k  the 
Navy.  It  has  established  its  fame  by  reports 
more  loud  and  effectual  than  anything  we  oan 
utter.  It  is  fixed  on  a  basis  as  solid  and  as  diira* 
Me  as  the  adamantine  rock.  It  wouhl  be  Tain  to 
talk  abont  it.  I  shall,  therefore,  be  for  a  grwioal 
increase  of  our  navv.  But  not  in  such  mannct 
as  would  be  felt  by  the  pec^le. 

The  present  direct  tax  will  not  be  oppressive 
upon  the  citizen.  A  man,  for  instane&  who  hns 
real  estate  to  the  unooot  of^,000,  will  not  hnve 
to  pay  more  than  six  or  eight  dollars  per  annum 
to  nis  Government.  The  honest  nnd  tndustriooa 
farmer,  who  has  not  a  vast  qusntity  of  out  landS| 
oan  never  leel  this  tax— 'particularly  when  he  re* 
ieeto  that  he  is  oontriboting  his  share  townids 
the  hoaor,  dignity,  and  credit  of  his  own  Gov^ 
ernowot.  But,  air,  this  tax  may  reach  tlie  great 
nabob  and  snecolatory  who  have  immopoTiaed 
large  traets  or  country)  and  keep  the  same  in  thii 
wim  forest,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  particular 
State  in  which  it  may  lie.  and  also  tn  the  United 
States^  Soeh  pressure  t  shall  not  regret,  if  it 
becomes  the  means  of  inducing  those  gentleoMn 
to  bring  their  lands,  or  a  part  of  them,  into  mnv^ 
ket,  and  receive  a  just  equivalent  from  thoae  eitt» 
zeos  disposed  to  purchase,  who  will  at  once  te 
adding  new  strength  and  wealth  to  the  nation. 

Permit  me  now,  sir,  briefly  to  notice  some  of 
the  remarks  that  have  fallen  from  my  honorable 
friend  from  Maryland.  (Mr.  Wnioar,)  and  the 
hoaorable  gentleman  rrom  Massachusetts^  (Mr* 
KiHO.)  Indeed^  sir,  I  merely  intended  to  reply 
to  my  nrorthy  friend  from  Maryland  on  yester^ 
day,  and  to  hare  confined  myself  to  the  single 
qoestiea  before  the  Oemmitlee,  nnlil  I  iieard  thM 
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geatlemta  from  Masttehmatts  ^Mr.  Kmq)  last 
avaaiog.  Ha,  ak,  has  lit  the  torch,  which  is  now 
to  full  blaie,  aod  will  eaable  geotlemto  to  tea 
tba  Uiia  dtstiactif  drawn  between  us,  aad  eoa- 
duet  theta  to  tliair  proper  stand.  I  regret  it 
ameh,  sir;  for  I  did  felieitata  myself  on  a  Tery 
harmoaioQs  session.  You  could  not  perceive  the 
fisac  fo»r  or  she  weeks  we  sat  here,  any  liae  of 
dtatinetion,  or  any  party  baling  ataong  us.  Qea- 
•temea  ftom  aU  sides  of  the  Honse  independeatly 
sapportad  meaMires  aocordiag  lo  their  best  iadg- 
aaent,  regardless  of  party.  But  onfortnaatefy  the 
BMsk  is  now  throws  o£  The  geatleman  fron 
Massachusetts,  however,  must  know  that  we  shall 
Bot  shrink  from  an  investtgatlon  of  the  course 
the  AdastaisiratioB  has  pursued,  and  to  justify 
•faa  war  aod  the  measures  that  were  adopted. 

It  seems  the  honorahle  gei»tleman  firom  Mary- 
laaid  (Mr.  Wbmbt)  is  opposed  to  alt  taxation, 
and  would  have  the  Gtoverniaent  rel  v  on  tonnage 
altogether.  I  believe,  sir,  the  geotleman  ie  sin- 
cere ia  his  project,  aad  it  will  do  very  well  so 
hr  as  it  goes.  &ul  it  is  soflkfently  evideot  that 
it  ia  too  small  and  too  uncertain  to  meet  the  pfes* 
ant  exigenoies  of  the  Qovernraent.  I  listened 
to  the  geailenan's  speech  witli  much  pleasvre. 
It  was  to  be  sore  learned,  so  much  so,  that  I 
aoakt  not  fbr  my  life  comprehend  all  of  it ;  par* 
ticolarly  where  he  wishes  that  the  Presideatial 
electioB  was  over  a  taoath  ago.  Now,  sir,  what 
has  this  election  to  do  with  the  question  before 
asf  1  presume  very  little.  As  a  member  of 
this  House,  I  conceive  I  have  nothing  to  do  arflh 
it.  That  great  and  tmporlaot  election  is,  I  trust, 
to  be  left  to  better  judges  than  the  hoaors^lec^n- 
tleman  and  myseli--to  the  people  of  the  Untied 
8iates» 

Much  has  been  said  about  my  honorable  fHetid 
from  Kentucky  (Mr*  Cli^t)  having  snuffed  the 
earoage  at  Waterloo.  This  has  been  repeated 
often.  Bat  the  hoaarable  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr.  Siifo)  now  says,  he  lit  a  toreh 
therob  Sir,  the  hoaorable  gentleman  cercatnly 
has,  aa  he  slated,  learned  a  sad  and  melancholy 
lesson  at  the  sight  of  that  place.  He  saw  the 
eoobination  of  a  number  af  pcttv  tyrants  utiited 
to  pat  down  a  great  one.  They  nave  succeeded, 
and  I  lament  the  result.  And  it  seems  that  my 
wortliy- friend  is  of  opinion  that  Fmnfte  is  down 
never  to  rise  agaiu.  I  differ  with  hHn  in  this 
seatinsient.  Sir,  the  blood  ofMarshal-  If e  v  ia  now 
neekittg  before  high  Heaven,  calling  aloiid  for 
vengeaoc^,  and  it  will  fall  most  assuredly,  sooaer 
or  later,  oa  the  beads  o(  those  who  have  perpe- 
trated that  fool  deed.  The  honorable  geatleman 
to  whom  I  havesoofiren  referred  has  charged  my 
honorable  friend  from  Kentucky  of  having  beea 
accessary  before  the  fiKt  in  burning  your  Ospi- 
tol.  Sir,  that  gentlefflan  stands  in  need  of  no 
encomium  from  me.  His  emitient  services  to  bis 
country,  add  his  undeviating  patriotism,  have  for- 
ever endeared  him  tu  bis  countrymen.  But  as 
the  honorable  member  from  Massscbusetts  told 
you  he  looked  much  on  the  dark  side  of  the  pic- 
ture, permit  roe  again  to  draw  yourattention  fur- 
ther to  that  gitioiny-stde,  and  perhapa  ho  will  aee 


the  tma  causes  whieh  led  to  the  borxing  of  tha 
Capitol  of  this  empire.  He  will  observe,  on  that 
dark  picture,  a  strong  aad  violent  opposition  io 
this  nonse  agatast  the  war,  of  which  the  hoaora- 
bla  geatleman  took  a  distinguished  part.  Their 
eloquence,  no  doubt,  had  some  effect  on  the  peo* 
pie  in  those  regions,  but  it  had  little  in  the  West. 
When  he  contemplates  this,  let  him  take  a  view 
of  the  conduct  of  his  own  dear  Gtovernor  Strongs 
who  refaeed  to  obey  the  calls  of  the  Qettcial 
Cfovarniuent,  in  times  of  peril  and  danger,  in  call- 
ing out  the  honest  aad  brave  yeoawary  of  Maa- 
saohusetts  in  defence  of  their  country.  Let  hiai, 
then,  cast  his  eyes  upon  the  Hartford  Coavaotion. 
When  the  honorable  ffcatlemaa  is  tired  with 
these  scenes,  I  would  tnen  call  his  attantioa  to 
tha  affair  at  daeenstown*  Here  he  will  wttnass 
the  mHitia  of  New  York  eontondiiig,  on  Coneti* 
totional  ground,  aad  aotaally  disputing  the  point, 
in  sight  of  tlie  enemf ,  whatlieff  it  was  right  to 
kill  a  British  soldier  on  this  sido  of  the  line  or  ax 
tha  ather.  These  sad  oeoorraxees,  durtafj^  tha 
war,  led  to  some  iatal  disasters;  aad  was  it  not 
for  the  bright  sido  of  tlia  picture,  which  I  will 
BOW  prasenc  to  him,  they  mi^ht  have  proved  dax- 
gesoas  to  the  lihartias  of  this  country.  I  know 
tha  getulcaMn  didighte  to  contaaaplate  this  side 
acaaaionally,  for  he  has  mcae  than  once  oompl^- 
mented  my  friend^  the  hero  of  New  Orleaas,  for 
w^idt  I  tender  him  my  tbaaks.  The  honorable 
gentlexMin  will  perceive,  that  notwithstaxdinjg 
the  apfkthy  the  British  found  in  the  people  in  tjiis 
quarter,  the  moment  thay  saw  the  Capitol  of  tha 
empire  in  flame^  their  sail  iovaded  by  the  mod^ 
ern  barbarians  of  Europe,  that  momeat  they  rase 
in  their  majesty.  What  is  tha  fact?  Sir.  the 
very  peaple  who  wei»  paaia^triiek,  running  fraaa 
the  hloodv  plains  of  Bladeosburff  to  Montgom- 
evy  Couptbouse,  were  fouad  in  a  law  weeks  after 
with  thak  neighbom  nMnfully  dafeading  tbo  city 
of  Baltimofa.  OMCting  the  British  in  open  fight* 
aad  iaaviag  their  chief  to  bite  tba  ground.  Need 
1  eoaduet  the  gentleman  to  the  seaooat  New 
Orlaanal  Or  remind  him  of  the  empty  baasts^of 
Cookbxrn  that  he  would  eat  his  Christmas  din* 
nar  in  that  cityl  Sir.  they  expected  this  as  a 
mn  pen.  Indeed  I  have  been  told  that  they 
were  prepared  to  colonize  that  oooatry.  Hmr 
great  UMist  have  beeu  their  disappointmaat  1  The 
eighth  of  Jaouaty  will  bo  romenbeied  b^  tham 
as  long  as  thay  area  natian,  and  I  kope  in  Qad 
it  tmll  ha  oalebratad  by  us  as  an  annual  day  af 
grand  jubilee.  They  were  Iwat  axd  literally 
mowed  doum.  Never,  in  the  aauals  of  warfare, 
was  it  yet  knowii,  audi  a  prodigious  slaughter  on 
ono  side,  and  so  litilo  oa^ tho  other.  Sir,  the  hero 
JaoksoB  was  there.  But,  much  as  he  is  entitled 
to  the  just  piaixJits  of  his  country,  and  the  admi- 
ration af  posterity,  yet  there  is  a  youth  of  whom 
little  has  beea  said  in  this  plaoe,  who  ought  to 
share  largely  io  the  glory  of  that  day — I  mean 
the  bald  aad  intrepid  youth,  General  William 
Carroll,  of  Nashville.  Sir,  it  is  my  firm  belief, 
that  it  was  him  and  the  brave  volunteers  and 
militia  from  the  State  af  Tennessee  who  saved 
your  oity  from  the  gtaapaf  .the  Invading  foe,  aad 
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your  country  from  ruin  and  dismee.  The  event 
could  not  be  otherwise,  for  we  had  Providence  on 
our  side.  And  this  youth,  who  has  the  fire  and 
genius  of  a  Bonaparte,  and  the  unerring  firmness 
of  a  Jackson,  never,  I  believe,  in  his  short  but 

Slorioos  career,  has  once  failed  in  any  enterprise 
e  has  undertaken.  I  hope,  therefore,  without 
detaining  the  Committee  with  a  particnlar  review 
of  the  noble  and  glorious  deeds  of  valor  achieved 
by  his  own  countrymen  at  the  battles  of  Bridge- 
water  and  Chippewa,  the  honorable  geatleman 
will  be  contented  to  let  his  glopmv  side  of  the 
picture  be  eternally  shaded  by  the  brilliant  and 
glorious  deeds  of  the  late  war. 

•  The  gentleman  wishes  that  every  freeholder 
in  the  Union  was  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the 
annual  report  of  the  Treasurer.  Sir,  I  join  him 
in  this  respect.  And  I  shall  certainly  endeavor 
to  make  it  known  among  my  constituents.  They 
will  see  more  clearly  from  this  very  able  report 
the  absolute  necessity  of  adopting  the  measure 
now  under  consideration.  But  the  gentleman 
complains  that  our  late  Commissioners  of  Peace 
have  not  attended  sufficiently  to  the  interest  of 
the  fisheries  in  the  treaty.  Sir,  if  that  treaty  had 
not  been  signed  at  that  juncture  of  time,  I  ask 
you  in  what  situation  would  the  gentleman's  fish- 
eries and  his  constitoenu  beat  this  moment? 
Instead  of  attending  to  complaints  of  this  kind, 
we  would  now  be  probably  enga^  in  finding 
out  new  ways  and  means  of  taxation  to  support 
a  powerful  army,  at  the  head  of  which  Qeneral 
Jackson,  I  have  no  doubt,  would  have  celebrated 
the  first  day  of  May  (after  his  victory  at  Orleans) 
with  the  citizens  ot  ftuebec.  I  humbly  conceive, 
therefore,  that  the  honorable  gentleman  has  no 
just  grounds  of  complaint  agamst  the  Commis- 
sioners for  the  treaty  they  did  make.  On  the 
eontrary  he  and  his  people  owe  them  a  debt  of 
eternal  gratitude,  the  chief  of  whom  (Mr.  Bat- 
▲hd)  I  regret  is  no  more!  I  was  delighted  the 
other  day  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Viigiaia 
(Mr.  Randolph)  pronounce  such  an  eloquent 
eulof  ium  on  the  memory  of  that  great  man. 
Sir,  It  does  honor  to  his  heart  to  speak  in  such 
ierms  of  his  old  and  powerful  antagonist,  with 
whom  he  had  to  wield  the  sword  of  argument  so 
often  in  this  House.  That  great  man,  sir,  was 
the  pride  and  boast  of  the  American  name  at 
home  and  abroad,  although  he  was  a  Federalist. 
And  as  long  as  the  eloquent,  patriotie,  and  ac- 
complished statesman  is  estimated  among  man- 
kind, his  name  will  be  cherished  and  respected 
by  the  latest  generation  of  his  countrymen.  Sir, 
I  will  not  sav  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  that  he  would  give 
all  the  glory  acquired  in  the  late  war  to  restore 
the  life  of  the  celebrated  and  much  lamented 
Davies,  of  Kentucky,  but  this  I  will  say,  that  to 
have  met  with  the  late  and  much  esteemeid  Com- 
inissioner  in  this  place  now,  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  returning  to  him  my  sincere  acanowl- 
edgments  for  his  friendship  to  me,  certain  I  am 

that  it  would  have  been  the  greatest  gratification 
I  ever  can  enjoy  on  this  side  of  the  grave.  I  beg 
pardoQi  air,  for  this  digression ;  I  should  not  have 


introduced  the  topic,  however  mtefol  to  my 
feelings,^ had  not  the  example  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph)  pre- 
sented the  opportunity.  I  return  the  Committee 
my  sincere  thanks  for  the  polite  attention  with 
which  I  have  been  honored.  I  shall  now  hastes 
to  a  close. 

The  wish  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kea- 
tttcky  (Mr.  Clat)  expressed,  that  New  Spain 
could  be  free,  has  been  much  sneered  at  in  this 
House.  Sir,  1  am  one  who  most  cordially  join 
him  in  that  wish.  And  I  hope  that  day  is  not 
very  distant  when  that  country  shall  be  free  and 
independent. 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  the  people  whom  I  have 
the  honor  of  representing  did  not  murmur  about 
the  payment  ot  uxes.  It  is  notorious  they  did 
not.    But  they  complained  of  the  inequality  of 

Jour  direct  tax,  and  well  and  justly  they  might, 
Ir.  Chairman.  Alany  of  them  were  paying 
fifty-six  and  aixtv  cento  to  the  hundred  while  the 
people  of  the  rich  and  opulent  couaty  of  David- 
son were  paying  not  more  than  twenty  cents.  I 
shall  further  look  into  this  matter  during  the 
present  session,  and  see  whether  there  cannot  be 
a  more  effectual  remedy  applied  than  heretofora. 
I  came  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  support  the  juaC 
views  and  measures  of  an  Administration  whom 
I  believe  to  be  virtuous  and  upright,  and  whilo 
under  this  impression.  I  can  never  abandon  a 
course  which  i  most  solemnly  consider  to  be  the 
best  calculated  to  promote  the  interest,  honor,  and 
prosperity  of  this  nation. 

I  ask  again,  sir,  what  is  odr  situation  with  Spain 
at  this  moment  ?  Look  at  the  correspondence  on 
your  table  between  the  Minister  of  that  country 
and  your  Secretary  of  State  and  you  will  per- 
ceive the  position  assumed.  Wbat  does  tne  Span- 
ish Minister  demand,  sir  7  Why^  that  you  should 
give  up  part  of  your  territory  without  discussioa 
as  a  preliminary  to  future  negotiation,  and  more- 
over that  the  raising  of  men  in  Tenoeasee  and 
Kentucky  to  join  the  patrioto  in  New  Spain 
should  bie  immediately  prohibited.  Sir,  I  would 
be  the  last  man  in  this  House  to  treat  foreign 
Ministers  with  disrespect  on  this  floor.  But  I 
must  be  permitted  to  assure  the  House  and  the 
nation  that  the  information  the  gentleman  has 
received  as  it  respecto  the  raising  of  men  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee  is  not  correct,  and  I  believe 
I  might  vouch  for  Kentucky  also.  Sir,  the  peo- 
ple of  Tennessee  are  too  patriotic  to  join  in  any 
crusade  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
They  will  not  do  it.  But  make  it  legal  for  them 
to  co-operate  with  the  patriots,  and,  my  word  for 
it,  they  will  soon  give  you  a  good  account  of 
their  enemies.  Sir,  as  a  strong  proof  of  their  at- 
tachment to  their  country,  what  was  their  con- 
duct towards  the  celebrated  Burr  when  he  wat 
amonff  them  endeavoring  to  raise  men  for  some 
illegal  purpose  ?— we  cannot  now  call  it  treason- 
able ;— the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States 
has  settled  that  question.  But,  sir^  he  used  all 
his  eloquent  address  to  procure  men  in  that  State, 
and  I  pray  you  how  many  followed  him?  I 
believe  not  more  than  twenty  or  thirty,  and  these 
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were  principally  boys.  Aad  those  very  boys,  so 
sooo  as  they  oegfan  to  suspect  bis  designs,  in- 
staotiy  deserted  him.  Sir,  you  need  baTe  no  ap- 
prehension of  treason  in  that  quarter.  One  word 
more,  and  I  have  done.  What  would  gentlemen 
hare  contributed  to  hare  saved  this  country  from 
the  disgrace  of  Hull's  surrender  and  the  burning 
of  yonder  Capitol  ?  Sir,  for  myself,  I  declare,  in 
the  presence  of  this  House  and  my  Qod,  that  1 
would  rather  see  the  little  property  I  have  scat- 
tered before  the  winds  of  HeaveD  than  experience 
such  another  shock. 

When  Mr.  R.  had  concluded.  Mr.  Calhouii 
rose. 

Mr.  Calhouit  commenced  his  remarks  hj  ob- 
serving, that  there  were  in  the  aflairs  of  nations, 
not  less  than,  that  of  individuals,  moments,  on  the 
proper  use  of  which  depended  their  fame,  pros- 
perity and  duration.  Such  he  conceived  to  be 
the  present  situation  of  this  nation.  Recently 
emerged  from  a  war,  we  find  ourselves  in  posses- 
sion of  a  phvsicai  and  moral  power  of  great  mag- 
nitude ;  and,  impressed  by  the  misfortunes  which 
have  resulted  from  the  want  of  forecast  hereto- 
fore, we  are  disposed  to  apply  our  means  to  the 
porpCMes  most  valuable  to  the  country.  He  hoped 
that,  in  this  interesting  situation,  we  should  be 
guided  by  the  dictates  of  troth  and  wisdom  only ; 
that  we  should  prefer  the  lasting  happiness  of  our 
country  to  its  present  ease — its  security  to  lu 
pieasure*-fair  honor  and  reputation  to  inglorious 
and  inactive  repose. 

We  are  now  called  on  to  determine  what  amount 
of  revenue  is  necessary  for  this  country  in  time 
of  peace.  This  involves  the  additional  question, 
What  are  the  means  which  the  true  interests  of 
this  country  denwnd  ?  The  principal  expense  of 
our  Government  grows  out  of  measures  neces- 
sary for  its  defence;  and,  in  order  to  decide  what 
those  measures  ouglit  to  be,  it  will  be  proper  to 
inquire  what  ought  to  be  our  policy  towards  other 
nations,  and  what  will  probably  be  theirs  towards 
us?  He  intentionally  laid  out  of  consideration 
the  financial  i^uestions  which  some  gentlemen 
had  examined  in  the  debate ;  and  alsu  the  ques- 
tion of  retrenchments,  on  which  he  would  only 
«  remark  that  he  hoped,  whatever  of  economy  en- 
tered into  the  measures  of  Congress,  they  would 
be  divested  of  the  character  of  parsimony. 

Beginning  with  the  policy  of  this  country,  it 
ouf  ht,  he  said,  to  correspond  with  the  character 
of  Its  political  institutions.  What,  then,  is  their 
character?  They  rest  on  justice  pind  reason. 
Those  being  the  foundations  of  our  Gkivernment, 
its  policy  ought  to  comport  with  them.  It  is  the 
duty  of  all  nations,  especially  of  one  whose  insti- 
tutions recognise  no  principle  of  force,  but  appeal 
to  virtue  for  their  strength,  to  act  with  justice 
and  moderation — with  moderation  approaching 
to  forbearance.  In  all  possible  conflicts  with  for- 
eign JPoWersj  our  Government  should  be  able  to 
make  it  manifest  to  the  world  that  it  has  ju5tice 
on  its  side.  We  should  always  forbear,  if  possi- 
ble, until  all  should  be  satisfied  that  when  we  take 
up  arms  it  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  conquest,  but 
10  maintain  our  essential  rights.    Our  Govern- 


meat,  however,  is  also  founded  on  equality.    It 
permits  no  man  to  exercise  violence;  it  permits 
none  to  trample  on  the  rights  of  his  fellow-citlzetf 
with  impunity.    These  maxims  we  should  also 
carry  into  our  intercourse  with  foreign  nations; 
and,  as  we  render  justice  to  all.  so  we  should  be 
prepared  to  exact  it  from  all*    Our  policy  should 
not  only  be  moderate  and  just,  but  as  hiffb-minded 
as  it  is  moderate  and  just.    This,  said  Mr.  C, 
appears  to  me  the  true  line  of  conduct.    In  the 
policy  of  nations,  said  he,  there  are  two  extremes : 
one  extreme  in  which  justice  and  moderation 
may  sink  into  feebleness;  another,  in  which  that 
lofty  spirit  which  ought  to  aoimate  all  nations^ 
particularly  free  ones,  may  mount  up  to  military 
violence.    These  extremes  ought  to  be  equally 
avoided ;  but,  of  the  two,  he  considered  the  first 
far  the    most  dangerous  —  far  the  most  fatal. 
There  were,  he  said,  two  splendid  examples  of 
nations  which  had  ultimately  sunk  by  military  vi- 
olence: the  Romans  in  ancient  time-*-the  French 
in  modern.    But,  how  numerous  were  the  instan- 
ces of  nations  ^raduallv  sinking  into  nothingness 
through  imbecility  and  apathy !    They  have  not, 
indeed,  struck  the  mind  so  forcibly  as  the  in- 
stance just  mentioned,  because  they  have  sunk 
ingloriously,  without  anything  in  their  descent  to 
excite  either  admiration  or  respect.    I  consider 
the  extreme  of  weakness  not  only  the  most  dan- 
gerous of  iuelf,  said  Mr.  C,  but  as  that  extreme 
to  which  the  people  of  this  country  are  peculiarly 
liable.    The  people  are  indeed  high-minded,  and 
therefore  it  may  be  thought  my  fears  are  unfound- 
ed.   But,  they  are  blessed  with  much  happiness 
moral,  political,  and  physical  ;*-these  operate  on 
the  dispositions  and  habits  of  this  people,  with 
something  like  the  effects  attributed  to  Southern 
climates :  tbe)[  dispose  them  to  pleasure  and  inac- 
tivity, except  in  pursuit  of  wealth.    I  need  not 
appeal  to  the  past  history  of  the  country ;  to  the 
indisposition  of  this  people  to  war,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Government,  arising  from  the 
nature  of  our  habits,  and  the  disposition  to  pur- 
sue those  courses  wnich  contribute  to  swell  our 
private  fortunes.    We  incline,  not  only  from  the 
causes  already  mentioned,  but  from  the  nature  of 
our  foreign  relations,  to  that  feeble  policy,  which 
I  consider  as  more  dangerous  than  the  other  ex- 
treme.   We  have,  it  is  true,  dangers  to  appre- 
hend from  abroad,  but  they  are  far  off*,  at  the 
distance  of  three  thousand  miles,  which  prevents 
that  continued  dread  which  they  would  excite  if 
in  our  neighborhood.    Besides,  we  can  have  no 
foreign  war  which  we  abould  dread,  or  ought  to 
fear  to  meet,  but  a  war  with  fiSngland ;  but  a  war 
with  her  breaks  in  on  the  whole  industry  of  the 
country,  and  affects  all  its  private  pursuits.    On 
this  account  we  prefer  suffering  very  great  wrongs 
from  her,  rather  than  to  redress  them  by  arms. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  asl^ed,  if  the 
country  did  forbear  till  it  fell  disgrace,  whose 
fault  was  it?    Not,  he  said,  that  of  the  adminis- 
trations of  Wa^shington  and  Adams;  for  neither 
of  them  had  left  it  so.    A  few  words,  said  Mr.  C, 
on  this  point.    The  fault  was  principally  in  nei- 
ther of  our  several  Admii|istnttions*-in  neither 
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of  the  two  great  ^rties.  It  a|>ote  from  the  indie- 
position  of  the  people  to  resort  to  arms,  from  the 
reason  already  assigned.  It  arose  also  from  tvo 
incidental  circnmstasces— the  want  of  prepara- 
tion^  and  the  untried  character  of  oar  Govern- 
ment in  war.  Bat,  there  were  other  circamstao- 
ees  .connected  with  the  party  to  which  the  gea- 
lleman  belongs,  which  caused  the  country  to 
fbrbear  loo  long.  That  party  took  advantage  of 
the  iaclisposiiion  of  the  people  to  an  English  war, 
Aftd  preached  up  the  advantages  of  peace,  when 
it  haid  become  ignominious,  and  uatil  we  had 
acareely  the  ability  to  defend  ottrselves.  The  gen- 
Ikflflian  from  Pennsylvania  further  said,  if  peace 
had  not  been  made  when  it  was,  we  should  not 
have  been  here  deiiberatinff  at  this  time.  This 
assertion  is  an  awful  one,  if  true.  If  the  nation 
wias  on  thfc  verge  of  ruin,  the  defects  which  brough  t 
is  to  that  situation  ought  to  be  known,  probed, 
a«d  corrected,  even  if  they  rose  out  of  tM  Con- 
^lilution.  Bui,  Mr.  C.  said,  it  is  an  assertion  that 
aaghi  not  to  be  lightly  made.  TJie  effects  aK 
dangerous  ;^  for  what  man  hereafter,  with  such 
•Msesquences.  before  his  eyes,  would  veature  to 
fiopoee  a  war?  if  such  were  the  admitted  fact, 
•  futtase  eneoiy  would  pevstst  in  war,  expecting 
the  eonntry  to  sink  before  his  ^brts;  his  arms 
mmM  be  steeled,  his  exertions  nerved  against  ns. 
The  position  was,  in  every  view,  one  of  snati 
^Bg«rous  bearing  oo  the  future  relations  of  the 
Aountry.  that  it  oiight  not  to  be  admitted  without 
the  stiongest  proo^  What,  said  Mr.  C,  was  the 
fict  7  What  had  been  the  progress  of  events  for 
a  few  months  preceding  the  termination  of  the. 
vac  %  At  Baltimore,  at  Plattoburg,  at  New  Or- 
Inans,  the  invaders  had  been  siffnalTy  defeated :  a 
new  spidt  was  difiised  througn  the  whole  mass 
•I  the  commaaiiy.  Can  it  be  believed,  then,  that 
the  Qovernment  was  on  the  verge  of  dissolution  ? 
No,  sir;  it  never  stood  firmer  on  its  basis  than  at 
iJbnt  moment.  It  was  trne,  indeed,  we  kbored 
«ttder  great  diffieolties;  but  it  is  an  observatioo 
mtde  by  a  statesman  of  gneat  sagacity,  (Edmund; 
Burke,)  when  Pitt  wns  anticipatiog  the  downfiill 
e£  Pmnce^  throogh  her  fioaaees,  thai  an  inetanoe 
is  not  to  be  found  of  a  higb-oinded  naiion  sink- 
lag  under  financial  difficultieB.  And  ic  would: 
iHive  been  exemplified  in  our  counsry,  had  the 
war  eootiancd.  Men  on  all  sides  began  to  unite 
lA  defence  of  the  country ;  parties  in  this  House 
began  to  rally  on  this  point ;  and,  if  the  gentle- 
nan  from  Pennaylvania  had  been  a  member  at 
that  time,  he  also,  from  what  he  has  said,  would 
have  uken  that  grannd.  The  gentleman  had 
taken  a  podtaon  on  this  point  as  erroneous  as  it 
was  dangerous ;  and,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  thought 
proper  thosio  notice  it. 

i^  As  a  proofs  said  Mr.  C,  that  the  situniion  of 
the  coontry  nsturally  inclines  us  to  too  much 
fieebleness  rather  than  too  much  violence,  I  refer 
to  the  fact,  that  there  are,  on  this  floor,  men  who 
are  entirely  opposed  to  armies,  to  navies,  to  every 
means  of  defirnce.  Sir,  if  their  politics  prevail, 
the  country  will  be  disarmed,  at  the  mercy  of  any 
foreign  Power.  On  the  other  side,  sir,  there  is 
no  excess  of  military  lervor,  no  party  iaelioing 


to  military  despotism;  for,  though  a  charge  af 
such  a  disposition  has  been  made  by  a  gencieuMm 
in  debate,  it  is  without  the  shadow  of  foundation. 
What  is  the  fact  in  regard  to  the  Army  ?  Does 
It  bear  out  his  assertion  ?  Is  it  even  proportion- 
ally larger  now  than  it  was  in  18GI  and  1802,  the 
period  *which  the  gentleman  considers  as  the 
standard  of  political  perfection  1  It  was  then 
about  four  thousand  men ;  it  was  larger  in  peo- 
portion  than  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men  wonkl 
now  he.  The  charge  of  a  disposition  to  mnke 
this  a  military  Qovernment,  exists  only  in  the 
JBtnginationB  of  gentlemen ;  it  cannot  be  sup- 
ported by  facts;  it  is  contrary  to  proof  and  to 
evidence. 

Having  dbmissed  this  pntt  of  the  subject,  Mr. 
G.  proceeded  to  oonetder  another  part  of  it,  in  hss 
opinion,  equally  important,  vix:  What  will  he 
the  probable  policy  of  other  nauons?  With  die 
world  at  large,  said  he,  we  are  now  at  peace.  I 
know  of  no  nation  with  which  we  shall  probably 
come  into  oollision,  unless  it  be  with  Qrcat  Brit- 
ain and  S^in.  With  both  of  these  nationa  we 
have  cottstderabte  points  of  collision.  I  hope  thts 
coontrjr  will  maintain,  in  regard  to  both  of  them, 
the  strictest  justice ;  hut  wiih  both  these  natiemi 
there  is  a  possibiiitf  ,  sooner  or  later,  of  our  being 
eogsgsd  in  wnr.  As  to  Speio  I  will  say  aoil^ 
ing,  because  she  is  the  iafenor  of  the  two,  and 
those  measures  which  apply  ti>  the  superior  {>«»> 
er,  will  include  all  the  inferior^  I  shall  oeeuHdqr 
our  relations,  then,  with  England  only. 

Peaee  now  existe  between  the  tsvo  eoonlvies. 
As  to  its  dnsatiott  I  will  give  no  opinion,  except 
that  I  believe  the  peace  will  last  the  longer  for 
the  war  which  haa  just  ended.  Evidenoes  have 
been  furnished,  during  the  war,  of  the  capacity 
and  oharacier  of  this  nation,  which  will  make  her 
indiepCMMid  to  try  her  strength  with  us  on  slight 
grounds^  Boi,  what  is  the  probable  oourae  of 
events  respecting  the  farther  rciatiens  bet  wean 
the  two  coootfiesf  Bogland  is  the  most  fbcou- 
dable  PtHPes  in  the  worlid-^-«he  has  the  most  nn- 
marons  wtmf  and  nnvy  at  her  Qommnnd.  We, 
on  the  cootmry,  are  the  most  growing  ntttton  nn 
earth;  most  rapidly  inaprorlng  in  those  very  par- 
tieulara  in  which  she  excels.  Thb  qnesilen,  % 
itheni  presentt  itself:  will  tho  ^renter  Power  per* 
mit  the  leas  tA  attain  its  destined  greatness  by 
naanml  growth,  or  will  she  lake  measneas  ta.dts- 
turb  it  ?  Thoae  who.  know  the  history  of  natiooa, 
wtU  not  belieiM  that  n  rival  will  look  nninoi^d 
on  this  prospceitf.  It  has  been  said,  that  nmioos 
ha«e  heads^  hue  no  heaiei.  Blvery  statcssaao, 
every  one  who  loves  hie  ceoiMry,  unw  wishes  to 
mmntain  the  dignity  of  that  coontry,  to  see  it 
attain  the  aommit  of  greatness  and  prosperity, 
regards  the  nro|rreBs  of  other  nations  with  a  jeel* 
ottseye.  The  English  statesmen  have  always 
so  acted.  I  find  no  iauU  with  them  on  thai  ac- 
count, hut  talber  to  point  it  out  as  a  principle 
which  ought  also  to  govern  our  cooduct  in  regard 
to  them.  Will  Qreat  Britain  permit  us  to  go  on 
in  a^n  uninterrupted  march  to  the  height  of  nn- 
tionhl  ^reatnem  nnd  prosperitp  1  I  hsa  nou  But, 
admitung  the  aooneila^oa  that  aide  of  the  water 
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to  be  goTeroed  bf  a  degree  of  magDaniniity  and 
J03tice,  tbe  world  has  never  ezj^rieneed  from 
them,  and  I  am  warranted  in  saying  never  will, 
may  not  some  unforeseen  collision  inroive  you 
in  hostilities  with  Qreat  Britain?  Gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  have  said,  that  there  are  points 
of  difference  with  that  nation,  (existing  prior  to 
the  war,)  which  are  yet  unsettled.  I  grant  iu  If 
such,  then,  be  the  lact,  does  it  not  show  that 
points  of  collision  remain;  that,  whenever  the 
same  condition  of  the  world  that  existed  before 
the  war  shall  recur,  the  same  collisions  will  prob- 
ably take  place  ?  If  Qreat  Britain  sees  the  op- 
Eortunity  of  enforcing  the  same  doctrines  we 
ave  already  contested,  will  she  not  seize  it  ?  Ad* 
mittingihiscountry  to  maintain  that  policy  which 
it  ought:  that  its  councils  be  governed  by  the 
most  perfect  justice  and  moderation,  we  yet  see, 
said  Air.  C,  that,  by  a  difference  of  views  on  es- 
sential points,  the  peace  between  the  two  natioas 
is  liable  to  be  jeopardized.  I  am  sure  that  future 
wara  with  England  are  not  only  possible,  but  I 
will  say  more,  that  they  are  highly  probable- 
say;  that  they  will  certainly  take  place.  Future 
wars,  I  fear,  with  the  honorable  Speaker,  future 
i^ars,  long  and  bloody,  will  exist  between  this 
country  and  Qreat  Britain — I  lament  it — but  I 
will  not  close  my  eyes  on  future  events— I  will 
not  betray  the  high  trust  reposed  in  me — 1  will 
speak  what  1  believe  to  be  true.  You  will  have 
to  encounter  British  jealousy  and  hostility  in 
every  shape,  not  immediately  manifested  by  open 
force  or  violence,  perhaps,  but  by  indirect  attempts 
to  check  your  growth  and  prosperity.  As  far  as 
they  can,  they  will  disgrace  everything  connected 
witn  you  i  her  reviewers,  paragraphists,  and  trav- 
ellers, will  assail  you  ana  your  institutions,  and 
no  means  will  be  left  untried  to  bring  you  to 
eoDlemo  yourselves,  and  be  contemned  by  others. 
I  thank  my  Qod|  they  have  not  now  the  means 
of  effecting  it  which  they  once  had.  No;  the 
late  war  has  given  you  a  mode  of  feeling  and 
thinking  which  forbids  the  acknowledgment  of 
national  inferiority,  that  first  of  political  evils. 
Had  we  not  encountered  Qreat  Britain,  wa  shottld 
not  have  had  the  brilliant  points  to  rest  on  which 
we  now  have.  We^  too,  have  now  ot$r  heroes 
andillos^ious  actions.  If  Britiun  has  her  Wel- 
lington, we  have  our  Jaokfoas,  Browns,  and 
Scotts.  If  she  has  her  navai  heroes,  we  have 
ihem  not  less  renowned,  f^r  they  buve  snatched 
the  laurel  from  her  brows.  It  is  impossible  that 
we  can.  now  be  degraded  by  comparisotts ;  I  trust 
we  are  equally  above  corruption  and  intrigue; 
it  only  remains,  then,  to  try  the  contest  by  torce 
of  arms. 

Let  us  now,said  Mr.  C,  consider  the  measures 
of  preparation  which  sound  policy  dictates.  First, 
then,  as  to  extent,  without  reference  to  the  kind : 
They  ought  to  be  graduated  by  a  reference  to  the 
character  and  capacity  of  both  countries.  Eng- 
land excels  in  ineans  all  countries  that  now  exist, 
or  ever  did  exist;  and  has,  besides,  great  moral 
resources — intelligent  and  renowned  for  mascu- 
line virtues.  On  our  part  our  measures  ought  to 
correspond  with  that  lofty  policy  which  becomes 
14th  Con.  1st  Ss8S.— *27 


freemen  determined  to  defend  our  rights.    Thua 
circumstanced  on  both  sides,  we  ought  to  omit  no 
preparation  fairly  in  our  means.    Next,  as  to  the 
species  of  preparation,  which  opens  subjects  of 
great  extent  and  importance.    The  Navy  most 
certainlVi  in  any  point  of  view,  occupies  the  first 
place.    It  is  the  most  safe,  most  efiectual,  and  the 
cheapest  mode  of  defence.    For,  let  the  fact  be 
remembered,  our  navy  costs  less  per  man,  inolnd* 
ing  all  the  amount  or  extraordinarjr  expenditares 
on  the  Lakes,  than  our  army.    This  is  an  import 
tant  fact,  which  ought  to  be  fixed  in  the  memorv 
of  the  House ;  for,  if  that  force  be  the  most  effi- 
cient and  safe,  which  is  at  tbe  same  time  the 
cbeapest^on  that  should  be  our  principal  reliance. 
We  have  heard  much  of  the  danger  of  standing 
armies  to  oor  liberties — the  objection  cannot  be 
BMde  to  the  Navy.    Qenerals,  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged, have  often  advanced  at  the  head  of  armies 
to  imperial  rank  and  power;  but  in  what  instance 
had  an  Admiral  usurped  on  the  liberties  of  his 
country?    Put  our  strength   in  the  Navy  for 
foreign  defence,  and  we  shall  certainly  escape  the 
whole  catalogue  of  possible  iUs,  painted  by  gen^ 
tlemen  on  the  other  side.    A  nam  power  attaelcB 
that  country,  from  whose  hostility  alone  we  have 
anything  to  dread,  where  she  is  most  assailable, 
and  defends  this  country  where  it  is  weakest. 
Where  is  Qreat  Britain  most  vulnerable?    In 
what  point  is  she  most  accessible  to  attack?    In 
her  commerce — in«her  naviffation?    There  she 
is  not  only  exposed,  but  the  Mow  is  fatal.    There 
is  her  strength ;  there  is  the  secret  of  her  power. 
Here,  then,  if  ever  it  become  necessary,  you  ought 
to  strike?    But  where  are  you  most  exposed? 
On  the  Atlantic  line — a  line  so  long  and  so  weak 
that  you  are  peculiarly  liable  to  be  assailed  in  it. 
How  is  it  to  be  defended?    By  a  navy,  and  by  a 
navy  alone  isan  it  be  efficiently  defended.    Let 
us  look  back  to  the  time  when  the  enemy  was  in 
possession  of  the  whole  line  of  the  seacoast, 
moored. in  your  rivers,  and  ready  to  assault  yon 
at  every  point.    The  facu  are  too  recent  to  re- 
quire to  be  painted.    I  will  only  generally  stale 
that  your  commeroe  was  cut  up ;  your  specie  cif' 
cnlattoa  destroyed ;  your  internal  communication 
interrufMed ;  your  best  and  cheapest  highway  be- 
ing entirely  in  possesion  of  the  enemy;  youf 
ports  foreign,  the  one  to  the  other ;  your  Treasury 
exhausted  in  merely  defensive  preparations  and 
militia  requisitions;  not  knowing  where  yon 
would  be  assailed,  you  had  at  the  same  moment 
to  stand  prepared  at  every  point.    A  reeurrence 
of  this  state  of  things,  so  oppressive  to  the  conn- 
try  in  the  event  of  another  war,  could  be  pre- 
vented only  by  the  establishment  and  raaint4»- 
nance  of  a  sufficient  naval  force.    Mr.  C.  said 
he  bad  thought  proper  to  press  this  point  thus 
strongly,  because,  though  it  was  generally  a»- 
sented  to  that  the  Navy  ought  to  be  increased,  he 
found  that  assent  too  cold,  and  the  approbation 
bestowed  on  it  too  negative  in  its  character.    It 
ought,  it  is  said,  to  be  gradually  increased.    If  the 
Navy  is  to  be  increased  at  all,  let  its  augmenta* 
tion  be  dimited  only  by  your  ability  to  build, 
officer,  and  man.    If  it  is  the  kind  of  ibrce  meet 
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safe,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  efficient  to 
gaard  against  foreign  invasion,  or  repei  foreign 
aggression,  you  odght  to  pat  your  whole  force  on 
the  sea  side.  It  is  estimated  that  we  have  in  oar 
country  eighty  thousand  sailors.  This  would 
enable  us  to  man  a  considerable  fleet,  which,  if 
well  directed,  would  give  us  the  habitual  com* 
mand  on  our  coast — an  object,  in  every  point  of 
view,  80  desirable.  Not  that  we  ought,  hastily, 
without  due  preparation,  under  present  circum- 
stances, build  a  large  number  of  vessels ;  but  we 
ought  to  commence  preparation,  establish  docks, 
collect  timber  and  naval  stores,  and,  as  soon  as 
the  materials  are  prepared,  we  ought  to  com- 
mence building  to  toe  extent  which  I  have  men* 
tioned.  If  anythinff  can  preserve  the  country  in 
its  most  imminent  dangers  from  abroad,  it  is  this 
species  of  armament,  ft  we  desire  to  be  free  from 
future  wars',  as  I  hope  we  may,  this  is  the  only 
way  to  effect  it.  We  shall  have  peace  then,  and 
what  is  of  still  higher  moment,  with  perfect  se- 
curity. 

In  regard  to  our  present  Military  Establish- 
ment, Mr.  C.  said,  it  was  small  enough.    That 
point  the  honorable  Speaker  had  fully  demon- 
strated :  it  was  not  sufficiently  large  at  present  to 
occupy  all  our  fortresses.    Gentlemen  had  spoken 
in  favor  of  the  militia  and  aeainst  the  army.    In 
regard  to  the  militia,  said  Mr.  C,  I  would  go  as 
ikr  as  any  gentleman,  and  considerably  farther 
than  those  would  who  are  so  4riolently  opposed  to 
our  small  army.   I  would  not  only  arm  the  militia, 
but  I  would  extend  their  term  of  service,  and 
make  them  efficient.    To  talk  about  the  efficiency 
of  militia  called  into  service  for  six  months  only, 
is  to  impose  on  the  people ;  it  is  to  ruin  them  with 
false  hopes.    I  know  the  danger  of  Urge  stand- 
ing armies,  said  Mr.  C.    I  know  the  militia  are 
the  true  force ;  that  no  nation  can  be  safe  at  home 
and  abroad  which  has  not  an  efficient  militia; 
but  the  time  of  service  ought  to  be  enlarged,  to 
enable  them  to  acouire  a  knowledge  of  the  duties 
of  the  camp,  to  let  the  habits  of  civa  life  be  broken. 
For  though  militia,  freshlv  drawn  from  their 
homes,  may,  in  a  moment  or  enthusiasm,  do  great 
service,  as  at  New  Orleans;  in  general  thev  are  not 
calculated  for  service  in  the  field,  until  time  is 
allowed  for  them  to  acquire  habits  of  discipline 
and  subordination.    Your  defence  ought  to  de- 
pend, on  the  land,  on  a  regular  draught  from  the 
Dody  of  the  people.    It  is  thus  in  time  of  war  the 
business  of  recruiting  will  be  dispensed  with — a 
mode  of  defending  the  country  every  way  uncon- 
genial with  our  Republican  institutions— oncer- 
tain,  slow  in  its  operation,  and  expensive,  it  draws 
from  society  its  worse  materials,  introducing  into 
our  army,  of  necessity,  all  the  severities  which 
are  exercised  in  that  of  the  most  despotic  Gov- 
ernment.   Thus  compounded,  our  army,  in  a 
great  degree,  lose  that  enthusiasm  which  citizen- 
soldiers,  conscious  of  liberty,  and  fighting  in  de- 
fence of  their  country,  have  ever  been  animated. 
All  free  nations  of  antiouity  intrusted  the  defence 
of  the  country^  not  to  the  dregs  of  society,  but  to 
the  body  of  citizens;  hence  that  heroism  which 
modem  tioies  may  admire  but  cannot  equal.    I 


know  that  I  utter  truths  unpleasant  to  those  who 
wish  to  enjoy  liberty  vnthout  making  the  efforts 
necessary  to  secure  it.  'Her  favor  is  never  won 
by  the  cowardly,  the  vicious,  or  indolent.    It  has 
been  said  by  some  physicians  that  life  is  a  forced 
state ;  the  same  may  be  said  of  freedom.    It  re- 
quires efforts ;  it  presupposes  mental  and  moral 
qualities  of  a  high  order  to  be  generally  diffused 
in  the  society  where  it  exists.    It  mainly  stands 
on  the  faithful  discharge  of  two  great  duties 
which  every  citizen  of  proper  age  owes  the  Re- 
public :  a  wise  and  virtuous  exercise  of  the  right 
of  suffrage,  and  a  prompt  and  brave  defence  of 
the  country  in  the  hour,  of  danger.    The  first 
symotom  of  decay  has  ever  appeared  in  the  back- 
ward and  negligent  discharge  of  the  latter  duty. 
Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  historians 
and  orators  of  antiquity  know  the  truth  of  this 
assertion.    The  least  decay  of  patriotism,  the  least 
verging  towards  pleasure  ano  luxury,  will  there 
immediately  discover  itself    Large  standing  and 
mercenary  armies  then  become  necessary;  and 
those  who  are  not  willing  to  render  the  military 
service  essential  to  the  defence  of  their  rights, 
soon  find,  as  they  ought  to  do,  a  master.    It  is  the 
order  of  nature,  and  cannot  be  reversed.    This 
would  at  once  put  an  adequate  force  in  your 
hands  and  render  you  secure.    I  cannot  agree 
with  those  who  think  that  we  are  free  from  dan- 
ger, and  need  not  prepare  for  it.  because  we  have 
no  nation  in  our  immediate  neighborhood  to 
dread.    Recollect  that  the  nation  with  whom  we 
have  recently  terminated  a  severe  conflict,  lives 
on  the  bosom  of  the  deep;  that,  although  three 
thousand  miles  of  ocean  intervene  between  us, 
she  can  attack  you  with  as  much  facility  as  if 
she  had  but  two  hundred  or  two  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  over  land  to  march.    She  is  as  near 
jrou  as  if  she  occupied  Canada,  instead  of  the 
islands  of  Great  Britain.    You  have  the  power  of 
assailing  as  well  as  being  assailed ;  her  provinces 
border  on  our  territory ;  the  dread  of  losing  which, 
if  you  are  prepared  to  attack  them,  wiU  contri- 
bute to  that  i^ce  which  every  honest  man  is 
anxious  to  maintain  as  long  as  possible  with  that 
country. 

Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  a  point  of  less  but  yet 
of  great  importance — he  meant  the  establishment 
of  roads  and  opening  canals  in  various  parts  of 
the  country.  Your  country,  said  he,  has  certain 
points  of  feebleness  and  certain  points  of  strength 
about  it.  Your  feebleness  should  be  removed, 
your  strength)  improved.  Your  population  is 
widely  dispersed ;  though  this  is  greatly  advan- 
tageous in  one  respect,  that  of  preventing  the 
country  from  being  permanently  conquered,  it 
imposes  a  great  difficulty  in  defending  your  ter- 
ritory from  invasion,  because  of  the  difficulty  of 
transportation  from  one  point  to  another  of  your 
widdy  extended  frontier.  We  ought  to  con- 
tribute as  much  as  possible  to  the  formation  of 
good  military  roads,  not  only  on  the  score  of  gen- 
eral political  economy,  but  to  enable  us  on  emer- 
gencies to  collect  the  whole  nuss  of  our  military 
means  on  the  point  menaced.  The  people  are 
brave,  great,  and  spirited;  but  they  must  be 
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broa|[ht  together  in  soffieient  number  and  with  a 
certain  promptitade  to  enable  them  to  act  with 
effect.  The  importance  of  military  roads  was 
well  known  to  the  Romans :  the  remains  of  their 
roadM  exist  to  this  day ;  some  of  them  nninjared 
bf  the  rarages  of  time.  Let  us  make  ^reat  per- 
manent roads,  not  like  the  Romans,  with  views 
of  subjecting  and  ruling  provinces,  but  for  the 
more  honorable  purposes  of  defence,  and  connect- 
ing more  closely  the  interests  of  various  sections 
of  this  great  country.  Let  any  one  look  at  the 
Tast  cost  of  transportation  during  the  war — much 
of  which  is  chargeable  to  the  want  of  good  roads 
and  canals — and  he  will  not  deny  the  vast  impor- 
tance of  a  due  attention  to  this  subject. 

Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  another  topic,  the  encour- 
agement proper  to  be  afforded  to  the  industry 
of  the  country.  In  regard  to  the  question  how 
f«r  manufactures  ought  to  be  fostered,  Mr.  C. 
said  it  was  the  duty  of  this  country,  as  a  means 
of  defence,  to  encourage  the  domestic  industry 
of  the  country ;  more  especially,  that  part  of  it 
which  provides  the  necessary  materials  for  clo- 
thing and  defence.  Let  us  look  at  the  nature 
of  tlie  war  most  likely  to  occur.  England  is 
in  possession  of  the  ocean.  No  man,  however 
sanguine,  can  believe  that  we  can  deprive  her 
soon  of  her  predominance  there.  That  control  de- 
prives us  or  the  means  of  maintainin|^  our  Army 
and  Navv  cheaply  clad.  The  question  relating 
to  manufactures  must  not  depend  on  the  abstract 
principle  that  industry,  left  to  pursue  its  own 
eours^  will  find  in  its  own  interest  ail  the  en* 
eooragement  that  is  necessary.  I  linr  the  claims 
of  the  manufacturers  entirely  out  of  view,  said 
Mr.  C,  but  on  general  principles,  without  regard 
to  their  interest,  a  certain  encouragement  should 
be  extended,  at  least,  to  our  woollen  and  cotton 
manofiustores. 

There  was  another  point  of  preparation  whieh, 
Mr*  C.  said,  ought  not  to  be  overlooked — the  de> 
fence  of  our  coast  by  means  other  than  the  Navy, 
on  which  we  ought  to  rely  mainly,  but  not  en- 
tirely. The  coast  is  our  weak  part,  whieh  ought 
to  be  rendered  strong,  if  it  be  in  our  power  to 
make  it  so.  There  are  two  points  on  our  coast 
particolarly  weak,  tiie  mouths  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  the  Chesapeake  bay.  whieh  ought  to  be  cau- 
tiously attended  to;  not,nowever.  negleeiing  oth- 
ers. The  Administration  whieh  leaves  these  two 
points,  in  another  vrar,  without  fortification,  ought 
to  receive  the  execration  of  the  countrr.  Look 
at  the  facility  afforded  by  the  Chesapeaice  bay  to 
maritime  powers,  in  attaekiog  us.  If  we  esti- 
mate with  it  the  margin  of  rivers  navigable  for 
vessels  of  war,  it  adds  fourteen  hundred  miles,  at 
least,  to  the  line  of  our  seacoasi;  and  that  of  the 
worst  character,  for,  when  an  enemy  is  there,  it 
is  without  the  fear  of  being  driven  from  it.  He 
has,  besides,  the  power  of  assaulting  two  shores 
at  the  same  time,  and  must  be  expected  on  both. 
Under  such  circumstances,  no  degree  of  expense 
would  be  too  great  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
margin  of  the  bay  is,  besides,  an  extremely  sickly 
one,  and  fatal  to  the  militia  of  the  upper  country. 
How  it  is  to  be  defended,  military  and  naval  men 


will  best  judge,  but  I  believe  that  steam  frigates 
ought  at  least,  to  constitute  a  part  of  the  means; 
the  expense  of  which,  however  great,  the  people 
ought  and  would  cheerfully  bear. 

There  were  other  points,  to  which,  Mr.  C.  said,- 
he  might  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  but 
for  the  fear  of  fatiguing  them.  He  would  men- 
tion only  his  views  in  regard  to  our  finance,  as 
connected  with  preparatory  measures.  A  war 
with  Great  Britain,  said  he,  will  immediately  dis* 
tress  your  finances,  as  fkr  as  yonr  revenue  de- 
pends on  imports.  It  is  impossible,  during  war, 
to  prepare  a  system  of  internal'  revenue  in  time 
to  meet  the  defect  thus  oceastoned.    Will  Con- 

J^ress,  then,  leave  the  nation  whollv  dependent  on 
oreign  commerce  for  its  revenues  ?  This  nation, 
Mr.  C.  said,  was  rapidly  changing  the  character 
of  its  industry.  When  a  nation  is  agricultoral| 
depending  for  supply  on  foreign  markets,  its  peo- 
ple may  be  taxed  through  its  Impost  almost  to  the 
amount  of  its  capacity.  The  nation  was,  how- 
ever, rapidl^r  becoming,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
a  manufacturing  naCion.  We  find  that  exterior 
commerce  (not  including  the  coasting  trade)  is 
every  day  bearing  less  and  less  proportion  to  the 
entire  wealth  and  strength  of  tne  nation.  The 
financial  resources  of  the  nation  will,  therefor^ 
daily  become  weaker  and  weaker,  instead  of  grow- 
ing with  the  nation's  growth,  if  we  do  not  resort 
to  other  objects  than  our  foreign  commerce  for 
taxation,  out,  gentlemen  say,  the  moral  power 
of  the  nation  ought  not  to  be  neglected,  and  that 
moral  power  is  inconsistent  with  oppressive  taxes 
on  the  people.  It  certainly  is  with  oppressive 
taxes,  but  to  make  them  so  they  must  be  both 
heavy  and  unnecessary.  I  agree,' therefore,  with 
gentlemen  in  their  premises,  but  not  in  their  con- 
clusion, that,  beeause  an  oppressive  tax  destroys 
the  whole  moral  power  of  the  country,  there 
ought,  therefore^  to  oe  no  tax  at  alL  Such  a  con- 
clusion is  certainly  erroneous.  Let  us,  said  Mr. 
C,  examine  the  question,  whether  a  tax  laid  for 
the  defence,  security,  and  lasting  prosperity  of  a 
country,  is  calculated  to  destroy  the  moral  power 
of  this  country  ?  If  such  be  the  fact,  as  indis- 
pensable as  I  believe  these  taxes  to  be,  I  will  re- 
linquish them ;  for,  of  all  the  powers  of  the  Qov- 
emment,  the  power  of  a  moral  kind  is  the  most 
to  be  eberish^.  We  had  better  give  op  all  our 
physical  power  than  part  with  that.  But,  what  is 
moral  power?  The  zeal  of  the  country,  and  the 
confidence  in  the  administration  of  its  Gkivera- 
ment.  Will  it  be  diminished  by  laying  taxes 
wisely,  necessarily,  and  moderately?  If  you 
suppose  the  people  intelligent  and  virtuous,  it 
cannot  be  admitted.  But  if  a  majority  of  them 
are  ignorant  and  vicious,  then  it  is  protiable  a  tax 
laid  for  the  most  judicious  purpose  may  deprive 
you  of  their  confidence.  The  people,  I  believe, 
are  intelligent  and  virtuous.  The  wiser,  then, 
you  act,  the  less  you  yield  to  the  temptation  or 
Ignoble  and  false  security,  the  mor^ymu  attract 
their  confidence.  The  very  exislenle  of  your 
Gk>Ternment  proves  their  intelligence ;  for,  let  me 
say  to  this  House,  that,  if  one  who  knew  nothing 
of  this  people  were  made  acquainted  with  its 
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Ge^fernment,  aod  with  the  fftct  that  it  had  sos- 
taii»ed  itself  for  thirty  years,  he  would  know  at 
once  that  this  was  a  most  inteliigeut  and  rirtu- 
oas  people.  CooTioee  the  people  that  m^sores 
are  neoesaary  and  wise,  and  they  will  maintain 
them.  Already  thev  go  far,  very  far,  before  ihia 
House  in  energy  ana  public  spirit  If  ever  sieas- 
ures  of  this  description  become  impopuiar,  it  will 
ke  by  speeches  here.  Are  any  willing  to  loll  the 
people  into  falae  seouriiy  ?  Can  they  withdraw 
thieir  eyes  from  facts  menacing  the  prosperity,  if 
Mt  the  existence  of  the  nation  1  Are  the^  wiil- 
ipg  to  inspire  them  with  sentioMnts  injurious  to 
their  lasting  peace  and  prosperity  1 

The  subject  is  grave.  It  is  connected  with  the 
hpppiaess  and  existence  of  the  country.  I  do 
B|otl  sincerely  hope  that  this  House  are  the  real 
ilgfnta  of  the  people.  They  are  brought  here, 
not  to  consult  their  ease  and  convenience,  hot 
llinir  general  defence  and  common  welfare.  Such 
i^jthe  language  of  the  Constittttion. 

I  have  fiiithfully,in  the  discharge  o(  the  sacred 
tirilf  t  reposed  in  me  by  those  for  whom  I  act,  pointed 
•p(  those  measures  which  our  situation  and  rela- 
ttoa  to  the  rest  of  tho  world  render  necessary  for 
oucsecurity  and  lasting  prosperity.  They  involve 
OP  doobi  much  expense }  they  re<}uife  considera- 
ble sacrifices  on  too  part  of  the  people;  but  are 
llwf  on  that  account  to  be  rejected?  We  are 
ewed  on  to  choose ;  on  the  one  side  is  great  ease 
it  ia  true,  but  on  tiie  other  the  security  of  the 
effunlfy.  We  may  dispense  with  the  taxes;  we 
mnf  neglect  every  measure  of  precaution,  and 
iff}  no  immediate  disaster;  but  id  such  a  state 
<^  tjliiogs  what  virtuous,  what  wise  citizen,  hot 
wh^  must  look  on  the  future  with  dread  1  I 
knoiw  of  nO'  situation  so  responsible,  if  properly 
fflffiidegedt  m  ours.  We  are  chafed  by  Provi* 
4wi0f  not  only  with  the  happiness  of  this  great 
aod.  rising  people,  but  in  a  considerable  degree 
191^  that  of  the  human  race.  We  have  a  Gov- 
^i(omei|t  of  a  new  order^  perfectly  distinct  from 
911  which  has  ever  preceded  it.  A  Gh>venuneat 
limifdod  on  the  rights  of  maa,  resting  not  on  an* 
thfilHir,  not  oo  prejudice,  not  on  superHltioo,  but 
m^MfK  If  it  succeed,  as  fondly  hoped  by  its 
Honnders^  it  will  be  the  comaeneemept  of  a  new 
ffOi  m  human  aflairs.  AU  cirili^  Gh>venuaents 
ap^opt  in  ih<e  course  of  time  conform  to  its  princi* 
pkp,  Thus  circumstanced,  out  you  hesitate  what 
coprie  to  choose  7  The  road  that  wisdom  points, 
leade  ifr  is  true  up  the  steep,  but  leada  also  to  se* 
cofju  snd  lasting  glory.  No  nation,  that  wants 
the  fortitude  to  tread-  it,  ought  ever  to  aspire  to 
^aloess»  Sneb  ought  and  will  certaiolir  eiok 
lato  the  list  of  those  that  have  done  nothing  to 
be  koowaor  remembered.  It  is  immutable ;  it  is 
in  the  natuiie  of  things.  The  love  of  present  ease 
and  pleasure,  indiffeience  about  the  future,  that 
fatal  weakness  of  human  nature,  has  never  ttiled 
in.  individual*  or  nations  to  sink  to  disgrace  and 
ruin.  On  the  contrary,  virtue  and  wisdom,  which 
rn^ard  the  future,  which  spurn  the  temptations 
oithe  moment,  however  rugged  iheir  path,  end 
in.  happpneas.  Such  are  the  universal  seatimenu 
of  all  wise  writeiis,  firom  the  didaoticaof  the  phiU 


osopbers  to  the  fictions  of  the  poets.  They  agree 
that  pleasure  is  a  flowery  path  leading  (MS* among 
groves  and  meadows,  but  endins  in  a  gloomy  and 
dreary  wilderness;  that  it  is  the  syren's  voicci 
which  he  who  listens  to  is  ruined ;  that  it  is  the 
cup  of  Circe,  which  he  who  driaks,  is  converted 
into  a  swine.  Thia  is  the  language  of  fiction, 
reason  teaches  the  same.  It  is  my  wish  to  elevate 
the  national  sentiment  to  that  which  every  just 
and  virtuous  mind  possesses.  No  eflfort  is  needed 
here  to  impel  us  the  opposite  way ;  that  also  may 
be  but  too  safely' trusted  to  the  frailities  of  our 
nature.  This  nation  is  in  a  situation  similar  to 
that  which  one  of  the  most  beautiful  writers  of 
antiquity  paints  Hercules  in  his  youth:  He  rep- 
resents the  hero  as  retiring  into  the  wildernes  to 
deliberate  on  the  course  of  life  which  he  ought 
to  choose.  Two  Goddessea  approached  him ;  one 
recommending  to  him  a  life  or  ease  and  pleasure; 
the  other  of  labor  and  virtue.  The  hero  adopted 
the  counsel  of  the  latter,  and  his  fame  and  gjlory 
are  known  to  the  world.  Alajr  this  nation,  the 
youthful  Hercules,  possessing  his  form  and  mus- 
cles, be  inspired  with  similar  sentiments  and  fylr 
low  his  example  \ 

[Mr.  RAsacdLra  had  apoken  before  in  this  debats, 
but  the  Isngth  ef  his  fint  speech,  which  coalBmed 
three  days,  and  which  it  wenld  take  more  then  a  week 
to  write  off  from  the  raportw's  brief  notes,  prsvanta  ita 
publication.  The  lemaiks  which  IbUow  were  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Calbous.] 

Mr.  Randolpb  said,  as  the  gentlemaa  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  CalboumJ  had  done  him 
the  honor  to  pay  some  attention  to  his  previous 
remarks,  he  would  show  his  respect  for  him  by 
explaining  in  this  way,  aAer  he  had  lakeo  hia 
seat,  rather  thaa  in  interrupting  him  whilst  he 
was  on  the  floor.    The  gentleman  had,  by  hia 
speech,  much  as  (Mr.  R.  said)  he  had  belisce  re* 
spected  his  talents  and  principles,  contributed  in 
no  small  degree  to  increase  the  r^pect  he  eater* 
tained  for  his  abilitten,  and  intregrity,  and  fmrthe 
principles  by  which  he  was  governed.    1  sub- 
scribe^ ooatinued  Mr.  R.,  in  the  ahstraat  to  hia 
Srinciple:».   I  was  not  bred  in  the  grovelling  achool 
e  reprobates;  I  know  the  value  of  the  moimlf 
power  as  well  as  the  gentleman  from  SoutkCaio* 
lina— «nd  if  I  had  been  permitted  by  the  state  of 
my  health,  when  on  a  former  occasion  I  bad  ex- 
hausted my  powers  by  an  effort  gvtater  than  I 
had  supposed  them  capable  of— if  I  haul  been  per 
mitted  to  continue  my  mmbUog  discourse^  the 
gentleman  would  have  seen  that  I  have  the  same 
contempt  for  grovelling,  for  all  that  is  mean,  pop* 
ttkr,  nnd  eleemosynary,  that  an v  geatleaaan  could 
have  in  this  or  any  other  assembly.    I  never  have 
flattered  the  people,  and  so  help  me  Gknl  I  neter 
will.    I  must  say,  in  the  abstract,  I  was  pleas^ 
with  the  gentleman's  speech,  said  Mr.  R.— buL  I 
have  long  believed  there  was  a  tendency  in  the 
administration  of  this  Government, in  the  system 
itself  indeed,  to  consolidation,  and  the  remarks 
made  by  the  honorable  gentlemen  from  South 
Carolina  have  not  tended  to  allay  any  fears  I  have 
entertained  from  that  quarter.    Make  this  a  simple 
Integral  Qovernment,  said  Mr.  R.,  and  I  subscribe 
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to  the  doctrines  of  the  honorable  gentleman ;  be- 
cause they  are  drawn  from  the  same  foantain 
from  which  I  hare  drawn  my^  own  priDciples. 
Mr.  R.  said  he  was  glad  to  see  that  the  sentleman 
had  not  raked  in  the  kennels  (he  would  say)  of 
democracy,  for  the  principles  of  which  he  had 
formed  his  political  creed.  Bat,  Mr.  R.  said,  oars 
'  is  not  an  integral  Goyemment,  but  a  QoTernment 
of  States  confederated  together.  He  put  it  to  the 
Committee,  to  the  gentleman  himself,  whether 
the  honorable  gentleman's  principles  (which  he 
bad  demonstrated  with  an  ability  honorable  to 
the  State  he  represented,  to  the  House,  and  to 
himselQ  did  not  go  the  destruction  of  the  State 
governments.  It  was  not.  Mr.  R.  said,  from  the 
preference  of  present  gooo  to  a  little  self-denial, 
that  be  opposed  the  system  of  the  gentleman  and 
his  political  friends.  I  say,  Mr.  R.  repeated,  that 
these  doctrines  go  to  prostrate  the  State  govern* 
ments  at  the  feet  of  the  Gkneral  Government.  If 
the  warning  voice  of  Patrick  Henry  had  not  ap- 
prized me  long  ago,  the  events  of  this  day  would 
have  taught  me  that  this  Constitution  does  not 
comprise  one  people,  but  that  there  are  two  distinct 
characters  in  the  people  of  this  nation.  Mr.  R. 
said  he  had  been  led  heretofore  to  question  whe- 
ther the  fact  was  so;  he  now  believed  it  as  much 
as  any  article  of  his  political  creed.  When  speak- 
ing of  the  value  of  our  form  of  Government,  the 
feotleman  might  have  added  to  his  remarks,  Mr. 
L.  said,  that  whilst  in  its  federative  character  it 
was  good,  as  a  consolidated  Government  it  would 
he  hateful ;  that  there  were  features  in  the  Con- 
titution  of  the  United  States,  beautiful  in  them- 
selves when  looked  at  with  reference  to  the  fed- 
erative character  of  the  Constitution,  which  were 
deformed  and  monstrous  when  looked  at  with 
reference  to  consolidation.  The  gentleman  was 
too  deeply  read  in  Aristotle,  too  well  versed  in 
political  lore,  to  deny  the  fact.  Mr.  R.  said  be 
must  be  permitted,  he  trusted  in  so  doing  he 
should  not  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  Com- 
mittee, to  notice  some  of  the  prominent  positions 
of  the  gentleman. 

The  gentleman  bad  set  out  with  observing, 
that  thejpoliey  of  this  country  ought  to  corres- 
pond with  the  character  of  our  Government; 
that  that  character  was  distinguished  by  justice 
and  reason,  and  that,  as  we  are  disposed  to  do 
justice  to  all  nations  with  whom  we  have  any 
relation  whatever,  we  ought  to  be  in  a  situation 
to  exact  it.  Granted,  said  Mr.  R.  The  gen- 
tleman also  stated,  that  as  moderation  and  for- 
bearance had  a  tendency  to  degenerate  into  tame- 
ness  and  imbecility,  so,  too,  a  domineering  spirit 
might  end  in  a  military  despotism,  and  inferred 
that  we  were  in  more  danger  from  an  abyss  of 
forbearance,  than  from  any  disposition  to  climb 
the  precipices  of  ambition.  There,  said  Mr.  R., 
I  differ  from  the  honorable  gentleman.  He  must 
give  me  leave  to  say.  that  there  is  in  every  Gov- 
ernment, the  form  of  which  is  free,  a  tendency 
to  exactly  the  reverse;  a  tendency  to  domina- 
tion— to  ambition,  not  of  dominion  at  home,  but 
among  its  neighbors.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  would  not 
detain  the  Committee  with  illustrations  of  this 


position.  In  popular  <3ovemment8,  he  said,  the 
popular  passion  was  for  glory,  show,  sensatiOB, 
excitement.  This  it  was  that  made  Pericles,  wha 
ought  to  have  been  the  benefactor  of  his  countrf , 
the  malefactor  of  Athens.  I  too,  said  Mr.  R., 
like  the  gentleman,  entertain  a  respect  fbr  the 
country  from  which  both  of  as  drew  our  blool: 
and,  when  I  speak  of  the  enormities  committed 
by  the  British  forces  disgraceful  to  the  countrir, 
enormities,  the  effects  of  which  will  never  he  got 
over,  I  speak  of  her  troops  and  her  Ministry.  { 
cannot  come  to  this  House — f  cannet  go  to  ^ 
hustings,  and  pick  up  a  little  personal  popularity 
at  the  expense  of  troth — of  that  respect  which  I, 
vrhich  every  man  descended  from  her  loins,  must 
bearfor  their  great  progenitors.  Wearetohavefire- 
quent  and  bloody  wars  with  England ! — ^I  belttve 
it,  said  Mr.  R. — I  believe  we  are  to  have  freqoeM 
and  bloody  wars  with  Enj^land,  and  tnat  we  must 
take  means  to  guard  against  the  danger.  Sir,  it 
was  not  one  of  the  least  objections  I  had  to  the  Inie 
war— and  I  hope  the  ffentleman  will  do  me  the 
justice  to  believe,  that  I  am  not  disposed  to  rip  up 
old  wounds  and  make  them  bleed  afresh—that  ft 
would  lay  the  foundation  of  wars  in  perpehmm^ 
between  us  and  that  country.  The  die  is  cast. 
The  course  is  given  to  the  ship,  and  she  must 
hold  it  on  ;  it  is  not  for  me,  for  you,  sir,  for  a  mil- 
lion of  men  to  change  It.  The  destiny  is  fixed. 
The  die  is  set — a  hue  is  given  to  public  opinion 
on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  confirmed,  indelible; 
and  a  similar  sentiment  of  hostility  exists  on  the 
other  side.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  in  past  days  al- 
ways expressed,  because  he  had  always  felt  as- 
tonishment at  tne  prevalence  of  a  spirit  of  h<M- 
tility  between  two  nations  who  had  so  few  points 
of  actual  collision  :  but,  he  said,  there  was  a  wide 
difference  between  the  state  of  things  before  and 
after  a  magaxine  explodes.  The  explosion  had  . 
now  taken  place ;  and  a  state  of  things  existed 
between  this  country  and  England,  iniieh  puts 
it  in  the  power  of  every  demagosue  who  should 
wriggle  himself  into  the  Presidency,  or  into  n 
seat  on  this  fioor,  to  light  the  torch  of  war  be- 
tween us  and  England.  He  knew  it  was  impos- 
sible to  avoid  it.  If  means  were  to  be  taken  to 
defend  the  Chesapeake,  to  defend  New  Orleans, 
to  defend  the  whole  coast  of  the  United  States, 
by  means  commensurate  with  the  national  uMli- 
tjr,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  would  never  ffo  whining  to 
his  constituents,  and  tell  them  that  they  were 
not  able  to  pay  the  taxes.  They*  are  able  to  pay 
taxe&  said  he.  On  whom  do  your  impost  duties 
bear?  Upon  whom  bears  the  duty  on  coarse 
woollens,  and  linens^  and  blankets,  upon  salt,  and 
all  the  necessities  of  life  ?  On  poor  men  and  on 
slaveholders.  When  the  time  arrived,  however, 
Mr.  R.  believed  he  could  demonstrate  that  these 
taxes  were  unnecessary,  even  as  regarded  the 
gentleman's  own  plan  of  defence.  Mr.  R.  was 
for  yielding  to  the  States  these  direct  taxes,  stamp 
duties,  ^.,  when  they  are  to  be  laid  at  all.  They 
must  be  left  to  the  States,  or  this  consequent 
must  follow,  and  it  was  because  of  that  conae- 
ouence  that  he  dissented  wholly  fVom  this  system. 
The  people  would  say,  iidiat !  ptiy  to  the  General 
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Goyerament  a  land  tax  rearlf,  stamp  taxes,  taxes 
00  this,  that,  and  the  other,  and  pay  taxes  on  the 
same  articles  too  to  the  State  governments  ?  Yes, 
would  be  answered; — and,  speaking  of  the  State 
to  which  he  belonged,  it  might  &  added,  that 
they  had  managed  their  finances  as  badly  as  those 
of  the  United  States  had  been  managed — they 
had  gone  on  increasing  their  expenditures  with- 
out as  good  a  reason  as  the  gentleman  had  as- 
signed in  regard  to  the  expenses  of  this  Qovern- 
ment.  The  people  will  sav,  remarked  Mr.  R., 
as  Patrick  Henry  told  you  they  would  sooner  or 
later  say.  we  cannot  serve  two  masters — we  can- 
not worsnip  God  and  Mammon — we  cannot  have 
two  Governments  grinding  us,  when  one  would 
.answer,  dbc.  This  was  the  point  to  which  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
necessarily  led. 

A  standing  army,  it  seemed  to  be  admitted, 
was  not  what  we  wanted,  but  a  naval  force.  Of 
what  value,  for  instance,  would  be  even  a  large 
military  force,  for  the  defence  of  the  country  on 
the  shores  of  the  Chesapeake  alone,  cut  up  as  it 
was  into  an  hundred  (he  was  gomg  to  say  a 
thousand)  peninsulas — containing  not,  as  the 
gentleman  calculated,  one  thousand  four  hun- 
dred miles  of  seacoast  and  that,  as  he  had  said, 
of  the  worst  for  us  and  the  best  for  an  enemy  in 
the  world,  but  comprising  more  seacoast  than  the 
whole  sea-line  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  R.  said 
he  had  taken  the  trouble,  on  a  late  occasion,  to, 
make  a  calculation  of  the  length  of  that  coast 
for  Virginia  alone,  in  the  presence  of  a  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  who  was  of  opinion 
that  that  State  had  a  greater  seacoast  than  Vir- 
ginia ;  it  appeared,  on  examination,  that  the  sea- 
coast of  Virginia  considerably  more  than  doubled 
that  of  Massachusetts.  He  said,  therefore,  cut 
upas  the  country  of  the  Chesapeaxe  is,  with  bold 
and  deep  rivers,  what  figure  would  ten  thousand 
men  make  in  defending  it,  the  enemy  being  in 
possession  of  the  water  ?  And  if  we  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  Chesapeake,  what  should  we  want 
^ith  the  men  on  shore  1  U  we  could  beat  our 
enemy  out  of  that  great  sea — for  it  is  a  Mediter- 
ranean sea — we  do  not  want  the  army  quoad 
the  Chesapeake. 

Mr.  R*  said  he  understood  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman to  say  that  he  would  go  into  a  great  and 
immediate  increase  of  our  naval  means,  not  by 
4milding  ships  out  of  green  timber,  but  by  provi- 
ding everything  necessary  for  a  great  marine. 
Wul  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina permit  me,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  tell  him — I  do  it 
with  the  most  perfect  respect — that  with  what- 
soever sentiments  he  may  go  into  this  business, 
it  becomes  in  the  end  nothing  better  than  a  ^^eat 
job  1  He  may  vote  the  money  as  ajpatriot,  if  he 
follows  that  vote  through  all  the  difierent  ramifi- 
cations of  its  execution,  he  will  find  it  in  sinecure 
pockets,  or  ffiven  for  rotten  timber ;  he  will  find 
It  by  the  right  hand  received  from  the  Treasury 
by  the  navy  aeent  of  the  Government,  and  he 
will  find  it  paid  with  the  left  hand  into  the  pocket 
of  the  same  agent — that  virtuous  man  will  not 
let  bis  left  handf  know  what  his  right  hand  doeth. 


The  honorable  gentleman  would  indeed  effect  a 
great  object  if  lie  would  establish  a  system  of 
retrenchment  and  reform  in  the  different  depart- 
ments. When  I  speak  of  them,  said  Mr.  R.,  I 
do  not  allude  to  the  particular  men  now  in  power—- 
I  fly  at  no  such  ignoble  quarrv— I  allude  to  the 
habits  of  this  Government.  A  man,  inferior  in 
point  of  ability  to  none  in  this  countrv,  said  to  ^ 
me  on  a  late .  occasion—- a  man  too  wno  rarely 
says  that  which  he  is  not  prepared  to  execute 
and  do— that,  let  the  money  supposed  to  be  in 
the  possession  of  the  different  departments  of  the 
Government,  be  actually  there,  he  would  take 
two  millions  of  dollars  from  the  Treasury,  a  pro- 
portion of  it  from  every  fond,  and  would  defy  the 
Heads  of  the  Departments  to  know,  not  who 
took  the  money,  but  whether  any  was  gone. 
This  is  the  present  state  of  accountability,  said 
Mr.  R.,  and  if  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  or  his  political  Kieods,  will  give 
us  a  system  of  rigorous  accountability,  and  pre- 
vent that  system  of  plunder  which  has  been  going 
on  for  some  time— as  to  the  plunderers  of  the 
public,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  met  them  on  the  avenue 
as  familiarly  as  the  lords  in  England  are  said  to 
meet  the  blacklegs  at  the  gaming  table — he  saw 
them  rising  from  nothins  by  the  stilts  of  fat  con- 
tracts into  snmptuous  palaces ; — if  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  would  devise  a  rigorous 
system  of  accountabihtyj  it  would  give  Mr.  R. 
much  better  heart  to  vote  with  him.  But  he 
could  not  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  his  views  on  th»e  first  principles  of  po- 
litical wisdom,  which  he  had  imbibed  at  home 
at  a  time  when  that  gentleman  had  scarcely  ever 
turned  his  mind  to  politics  at  all — he  meant  those 
which  respected  the  sovereignty  of  the  States. 
If  the  gentleman  took  that  key  in  his  hand,  Mr. 
R.  said,  he  would  unlock  his  political  conducL 
It  was  his  policy,  Mr.  R.  said,  to  stick  to  the 
States  in  contests  arising  between  them  and  the 
Greneral  Government — to  the  people  in  all  colli- 
sions between  them  and  the  Government,  and 
between  the  popular  branches  and  unpopular 
branch  of  the  Government — he  was  wrong,  how- 
ever, he  said,  to  call  it  unpopular ;  for,  unforto* 
nately^  its  popularity  was  that  which  gave  to  it 
an  irresistible  weight  in  this  House  and  in  thi^ 
nation. 

Sir^  said  Mr.  R.,  the  gentleman  has  met  this 
question  manfully.'  Shall  I  be  pardoned  if  I  say 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  handled  the  ques- 
tion in  a  way  very  different  from  that  in  which 
it  was  handled  by  the  gentleman  who  preceded 
him  ?  There  is  no  more  a  popular  than  a  royal 
road  to  mathematics.  As  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  has  presented  the  question  to  the 
House,  they  and  the  nation  cannot  have  the 
slightest  difficulty  in  deciding  whether  they  will 
ffive  up  the  States  or  not ;  whether  they  will  in 
fact  make  this  an  elective  monarchy.  The  ques- 
tion is,  whether  or  not  we  are  willing  to  become 
one  great  consolidated  nation,  under  one  form  of 
law ;  whether  the  State  governments  are  to  be 
swept  away ;  or  whether  we  have  stili  respect 
enough  for  those  old  respectable  institutions  to 
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Mard  their  integrity  aad  preaerTation  as  a  part 
otour  policy?  ^  for  one,  said  Mr,  R.,  cling  to 
them,  becauee  in  clinging  to  them,  I  clins  to  my 
country  \  because  I  love  my  country  as  I  do  my 
immediate  connexions ;  for  the  love  of  country 
is  nothing  more  than  the  lore  of  erery  man  for 
his  wife,  child,  or  friend.  I  am  not  for  a  policy 
which  most  end  in  the  destruction,  and  speedy 
destruction,  too,  of  the  whole  of  the  State  gov« 
ernments. 

The  gentleman  had  represented  this  country 
as  contending  with  Great  Britain  for  existence. 
Could  the  honorable  gentleman,  or  any  other 
man,  Mr.  R.  asked.  belieTe  that  we  would  e?er 
hare  a  contest  witn  any  nation  for  existence? 
No,  said  Mr.  R.,  we  hold  our  existence  by  char- 
ter from  the  great  God  who  made  this  world  $  we 
hold  it  in  contempt  of  Great  Britain — I  speak  of 
our  existence  as  a  people  politically  free— I  do 
not  speak  of  ci?il  freedom—- 1  am  addressing  my- 
self to  one  who  understands  these  distinctions. 
We  do  not  hold  our  right  to  physical  being  or 
political  freedom  by  any  tenure  trom  Europe  or 
anjr  power  of  Europe  s  yet  we  hold  our  tenure  of 
cinl  liberty  by  a  precarious  tie,  which  must  be 
broken  \  for.  from  the  disposition  to  follow  the 
phantom  of  honor,  or  from  another  cause,  this 
country  is  fairly  embarked  in  a  course  of  policy 
like  that  which  is  pursued  by  other  governments 
in  Europe.  Finding  weakness  coming  on  him. 
Mr.  R.  said,  though  he  had  much  to  say,  he  would 
endeavor  to  gasp  out  another  sentimenf,  and  be 
done.    It  was  this: 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
pointed  to  the  consequences  of  a  war  with  Eng- 
land, which  grew  out  of  a  war  with  England 
alone,  exposing  the  coasts  of  our  own  country, 
and  even  our  firesides  to  destruction,  threatening 
the  ruin  of  our  whole  svstem  of  finance,  the  9\Mfr 
nation  of  commerce,  the  banishment  of  specie, 
and  the  complete  bankruptcy  of  the  country. 
Ought  not  these  considerations,  Mr.  R.  asked,  to 
weigh,  and  to  deeply  weigh,  on  the  minds  of  this 
House,  and  ought  they  not  to  have  done  before 
the  war  with  that  Power,  the  issue  of  which, 
according  to  the  argumenu  of  gentlemen  them- 
selves, only  went  to  prove  that  we  have  the  ca- 
pacity to  defend  ourselves;  that  we  could,  to  use 
a  term  which  ought  never  to  have  been  uaed  on 
this  floor,  be  kicked  into  a  war.  The  view  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  took  of  this  subject, 
said  Mr.  R.,  was  single  and  complete.  He  would 
have  roads,  he  said,  but  for  military  purposes; 
he  would  encourage  manufactures,  too,  not  for 
the  reason — and  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  it,  for 
it  is  a  reason  which,  in  my  opinion,  would  not 
weigh  with  anj  man  of  sense — not  for  the  rea- 
son of  the  petitions  of  the  manufacturers,  but 
with  a  view  to  their  military  consequence !  The 
honorable  gentleman  will  do  nothing  but  with 
a  view  to  military  effect  Are  we,  sir,  to  be- 
come a  great  naval  Power,  because,  forsooth,  an 
admiral  was  never  saluted  as  an  emperor  i  I 
too^  sir,  am  an  advocate  for  roads  and  canals ;  I 
too  would  like  to  see  roads  through  the  country, 
which  might  facilitate  the  march  of  armies;  but 


I  see  in  this  very  feature  of  the  gentleman's  sya- 
tem  the  same  danger  to  the  State  confederacies 
as  J  see,  sir,  in  the  whole  speech  of  the  honorable 
gentleman. 

Mr.  R.  then  took  his  seat,  and  Mr.  Ross 
spoke  against  the  continuation  of  the  tax,  when, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Tuckbr,  the  House  adjourned. 


Tburbdat,  February  1. 

Mr.  Brooks  presented  the  petition  of  Ab- 
igail O'Flyng,  praying  that  land  warrants  may 
be  issued  to  her  for  the  services  of  her  husband 
and  three  sons,  as  soldiers  of  the  Army ;  which 
warrants  are  withheld  because  her  said  husband 
was  ^  over  age,"  her  son  Edmund  *'  under  age,'' 
and  her  sons  Patrick  and  Elijah,  io  consequence 
of  their  gallant  coiidoct,  were  promoted  to  com- 
missioned officers,  in  which  capacity  one  of  them 
was  killed  in  battle,  and  the  other  lately  died,  both 
without  issue. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  LowNDBB,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  the  duties  on 
certain  articles  manufactured  within  the  United 
States;  which  was  read  twice, and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  upon  the  subject 
of  revenue. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingram,  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  29th  of  January,  to  investigate  the 
conduct  of  the  General  Post  Office  Department, 
were  granted  power  to  send  for  persons  ana 
papers. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  <<  for  the  relief  of 
Xaverio  Nandi,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  "  directing  a 
copy  of  the  documents  printed  by  a  resolve  of 
Congress,  on  the  27th  of  December,  1813,  to  be 
tmnsmitted  to  each  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court.''  was  read  the  second  and  third  time ;  and 
passea. 

THE  RBVENUE. 

The  House,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  revenue  subject. 

Mr.  Tuckbr  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  should  be  without  an  apology 
for  troubling  the  Committee  with  my  remarks  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  in  support  of  the  propriety  of  retaining  a  part 
of  the  direct  tax,  if  it  was  not  afforded  by  the  divi- 
sion which  exists  in  the  State  which  1  have  the 
honor,  in  nart,  to  represent,  in  relation  to  that  im- 

forunt  subject.  Thus  circumstanced,  however, 
ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee  while  I  sub- 
mit my  views  of  the  state  of  the  nation,  and  of 
the  imperious  duty  of  retaining  a  vigorous  system 
of  finance  in  the  present  situation  of  our  country. 
I  beg  the  Committee,  however,  to  be  assured,  that 
1  do  not  intend  to  cover  the  ground  which  has 
been  already  so  ably  occunied  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.;  I  shall 
not  venture  to  touch  what  he  has  treated,  lest  I 
should  diminish  the  force  of  that  impression,, 
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which  his  fmnk,  mai>ly,  liberal,  and  comprehen- 
sive remarks,  bare  left  opon  the  minds  of  the 
Committee.    His  able  and  expanded  view  of  the 
real  policy  of  this  nation,  and  the  watchful  saga- 
city of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  erer  on  the 
alert  in  defence  of  bis  beloved  State  rights,  hare 
given  an  interesting  character  to  the  debate,  well 
worthy  of  the  important  BMtter  which  it  embraces. 
It  is,  indeed,  an  important  debate ;  it  is,  indeed, 
an  important  (question  on  which  we  are  now  to 
pronounce.  It  is  the  most  interesting  crisis  which 
has  for  a  long  time  engaged  the  feelines  of  the 
representatives  of  the  nation.  We  are  called  upon 
at  this  moment,  when  events  of  a  gloomy  and  an 
anxious  period  are  fresh  in  our  recollections,  to 
decide  whether  we  shall  learn  wisdom  from  the 
lessons  of  experience ;  or,  closing  our  eyes  upon 
the  past,  shall  suffer  our  country  to  remain  with- 
out money^  without  credit,  without  arms,  without 
defence,  without  the  means  of  rendering  her  rights 
respected  abroad,  or  of  making  her  character  an 
object  of  veneration  at  home.    A  new  era — an 
important  epoch  .has  arrived  in  our  national  his- 
tory.   We  have  just  emerged  from  a  season  of 
danger  and  turbulence ;  we  have  just  been  restored 
to  the  blessings  of  peace,  after  the  difficulties  and 
embarrassments  of  a  war  of  three  years ;  and  we 
are  now  to  decide  whether  we  shall,  in  time,  pre- 
pare for  the  hour  of  adrersity,  or  content  ourselves 
with  permitting  the  country  to  remain  without 
the  means  of  protection,  should  a  foreign  enemv 
once  more  venture  upon  its  invasion.    On  such 
an  occasion  it  behooves  us  to  act  with  more  than 
osoal  calmness,  and  to  divest  ourselves  of  all  pride 
of  opinion  before  we  pronounce  an  ultimate  de- 
cision.   It  has  been  in  vain,  indeed,  that  during 
the  war  we  have  freely  sacrinced  our  fortunes  and 
our  ease,  and  hazarded  our  lives  in  the  field  or  in 
the  camp,  if,  upon  the  termination  of  this  arduous 
contest,  we  are  not  willing  to  perform  the  more 
difficult  and  more  important  duty  of  sacrificing 
our  pride  of  opinion  upon  the  altar  of  our  coun- 
try's good. 

Looking  then  to  the  past,  not  with  a  design 

•  to  draw  from  thence  subjects  of  contention  and 

irritation,  but  with  the  praiseworthy  view  sug- 

feated  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Ierobant)  some  time  ago,  of  deriving  lessons 
fbr  the  future ;  and  what,  let  me  ask,  does  it  in- 
onleate  ?  The  great,  the  important  lesson,  which 
all  mankind  must  learn,  of  preparing  in  the  mo- 
ment of  prosperity  for  the  hour  of  periL  At  the 
eommencement  of  the  late  war^  what  was  our 
•tata  of  preparation  ?  We  were  without  the  means 
of  defence,  without  money,  without  credit.  Troops 
were  only  to  be  raised  at  an  immense  expense ; 
money  could  scarcely  be  commanded  at  rainous 
usory.  Defeat  for  a  long  time  attended  the  arms 
of  the  United  States,  because  we  had  entered  upon 
the  war  without  the  necessary  preparation.  And 
though  the  slories  of  the  latter  part  of  the  conflict 
have  not  only  obliterated  the  disgraces  of  the  first 
eampaigns.  but  will  forever  emblazon  the  page  of 
faithful  history,  yet  no  man  can  ever  loolr  back 
to  the  state  of  our  affairs  last  winter,  when,  amidst 
the  embarrassmenu  of  our  Treasury,  every  patri- 


otic bosom  throbbed  with  an  anxiety  for  the  piA* 
lie  weal,  without  resolving  in  his  own  heart  to  use 
his  efforts,  however  feeble,  to  avoid  a  similar  re- 
currence. And  yet  this  is  precisely,  I  conceive, 
the  matter  now  in  question:  Shall  we  pay  the 
debt  now  pressing  opon  the  nation;  shall  we  in* 
crease  the  essential  power  of  the  country  by  dis* 
charging  its  burden ;  shall  we  garrison  our  fbrts^ 
improve  our  fortifications,  preserve  the  military 
art,  increase  gradually  the  navy  of  the  Union, 
and  strengthen  our  means  of  defence?  Or  shall 
we  sink  again  into  languor  and  lethargy ;  relax 
our  exertions,  become  a  prey  to  our  love  of  ease, 
and  indulge  our  propensity  to  avoid  the  taxes  ne- 
cessary to  pay  off  our  debts,  by  leaving  that  debt 
as  a  burden  upon  our  children  ?  Here,  theUt  l* 
the  important  matter  of  this  debate. 

It  has  always  seemed  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  the  real  question  to  be  solved  in  relation  to 
the  policy  of  this  country  is,  '^How  far  we  can,  in 
*  time  of  peace,  prepare  for  war ;  in  time  of  pros- 
^  parity  prepare  for  adversity,  without  burdening 
'  improperly  the  industry  of  the  nation,  or  repress- 
'  ing  its  energy  by  systems  of  taxation."  It  is, 
indeed,  but  analogous  with  the  common  maxims 
of  prudence  which  govern  the  affairs  of  life.  The 
man  who,  in  the  moment  of  success,  in  the  full 
tide  of  prosperity  and  fortune,  shall  forget  that 
the  daf  of  adversity  may  come  upon  him,  and 
shall  fail  to  provide  against  the  storm,  is  unworthy 
of  thatf  ift  of  foresight  which  is  the  great  prero- 
gative of  man.  Nor  does  he  deserve  a  seat  in  the 
great  councils  of  a  nation,  who  shall  permit  a 
timorous  and  niggardly  policy  to  frighten  him 
from  the  observance  of  a  great  principle  of  pcrfit* 
ieal  wisdom,  enforced  by  authority  or  the  wisest 
statesmen  in  every  age.  I  need  mention  but  one*, 
I  need  only  allude  to  the  man  whose  name  has 
been  repeatedly  introduced  into  this  debate  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Kan* 
DOLPH.)  I  mean  Gkneral  WA8BiNGT0!(--cftinim 
aique  venertUrik  nomen ! — a  man,  whose  experi- 
ence has  transmitted  to  us  the  valuable  lesson  that 
I  am  thus  feebly  endeavoring  to  inculcate. 

So  strikingly,  indeed,  has  the  policv  of  prepar- 
ing, in  time  or  peace,  the  means  of  defence  for  the 
country  in  the  eyent  of  waV,  been  manifested  by 
the  occurrences  of  the  last  three  years,  that  I  may 
venture  to  pronounce  that  the  great  mass  of  the 
community  would  onbesiiatingly  retain  the  taxes, 
even  in  their  present  extent,  rather  than  see  our 
country  unproteoled,  all  military  science  disap- 
pearing, our  forts  falling  into  minvKBd  our  gal- 
lant navy  rotting  in  our  docks.  Where  is  the 
man  to  be  found,  that  would  prefer  the  continu- 
ance of  the  present  debt,  the  annual  payment  of 
its  heavy  interest,  and  transmission  ot  the  burden 
of  the  principal  to  our  children,  rather  than  bear 
for  a  while  a  tax,  which,  as  I  shall  show,  cannot 
operate  oppressively  ?  We  know  little  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  if  we  imagine  such  to  be 
their  temper.  Those  who  have  been  so  liberal 
of  their  lives  are  not  disposed  to  refuse  the  aid  of 
their  fortunes,  and.  if  necessity  required,  I  have 
no  doubt  they  would  pay  without  a  murmur  the 
tax  as  it  at  pretent  stands.    But  this  we  do  not 
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ask  of  them ;  we  are  williog  to  redoee  it  to  one- 
half  i(s  present  amount,  and  feel  assured  that  our 
oODStituents  will  be  entirely  satisfied  with  such  a 
reduction. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  which  is  under  discussioo,  is  founded 
upon  that  just,  liberal^  and  wise  policy,  which  it 
is  our  duty  to  pursue.  It  contemplates  a  revenue 
that  will  be  adequate  to  the  necessities  of  the 
nation,  and  which,  at  the  same  time,  will  not  be 
burdensome  to  the  people.  It  contemplates  a 
refenue  that  will  enable  us  to  discharge  the  na- 
tional debt  in  twelve  or  thirteen  years ;  that  will 
justify  us  in  retaining  the  present  military  force 
for  the  purpose  of  garrisoning  the  forts  of  the 
United  States,  and  permit  us  gradually  to  in- 
crease our  nary — the  glory  and  boast  of  the  na- 
tion. I  am  not  ashamed,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  speak 
of  national  glory.  I  love  national  glory  (properly 
understood)  as  much  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina.  I  do  not  mean  that*  false 
glory,  which  consists  in  foreign  wars  and  foreign 
conquests;  that  false  glory,  which  triumphs  in 
the  wretchedness  of  mankind,  and  waves  the 
sword  of  desolation  over  prostrate  millions ;  but 
I  mean  the  glory  of  being  able  to  protect  our 
country  and  our  rights  from  every  invader.  There 
is  no  national  glory  in  suffering  our  coasts  to  be 
ravaged,  and  our  capital  reduced  to  ashes,  because 
we  have  been  backward  in  providing  the  means 
of  their  protection.  There  ts  no  glor^  in  a  na- 
tion's submitting  to  every  invasion  of  its  rights, 
because  it  wants  the  spirit  to  defend  them,  or  the 
Hberalitv  to  pay  for  their  defence.  This  is  not  na- 
tional glory-— it  is  national  di^srace ;  and  to  avoid 
anch  ignominy  for  the  future,  i,  on  the  part  of  my 
constituents,  am  content  to  retain  a  portion  of  the 
public  burdens,  for  the  laudable  purposes  con- 
templated by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

This  report  has  been  very  warmly  attacked, 
and  particularly  in  relation  to  that  part  of  it  which 
relates  to  the  Army  Establishment.  At  one  time 
It  is  contended  that  the  armv  is  too  large,  at 
another  it  is  said  to  be  too  small;  it  is  at  firstpro- 
nounced  not  only  to  be  dangerous,  but  even  ratal 
to  public  liberty.  It  is  then  said  to  be  too  small ; 
that  it  can  afford  no  essential  service  to  the  na- 
tion, and  that  the  real  defence  of  this  country  is 
in  the  militia.  Strange,  indeed,  that  this  force, 
which  is  too  small  to  defend  the  land,  should  be 
able  to  enslave  it;  that«n  army,  wnich  is  pro- 
nounced (and  properly  pronounced)  to  be  inferior 
to  the  whole  body  of  the  militia,  should  be  capa- 
ble of  overwhelming  them.  Strange,  that  a  scat- 
tered body  of  about  eight  thousand  men  should 
be  considered  tiangerous  to  seven  millioas  of 
people. 

To  any  reflecting  mind,  it  must  at  once  appear 
that  there  can  be  no  danger  to  the  liberty  of  the 
country  from  such  an  establishment;  scattered 
over  this  immense  continent^  along  a  frontier  in 
circumference  six  thousand  miles ;  the  mind  must 
be  visionary  indeed,  which  dwells  upon  their  ex- 
istence with  serious  apprehension.  The  same 
consideration  of  the  extensiveness  of  our  frontier 
sufficiently  evinces,  that  they  are  not  too  ntimerons 


for  the  necessities  of  the  nation.  They  are  wanted 
for  the  purpose  of  garrisoning  and  preserving  the 
forts,  which  it  would  be  unpardonable  extrava- 
gance to  suffer  to  go  to  ruin,  whilst  they  will  al- 
ways keep  alive  some  knowledge  of  the  military 
art,  and  form  the  basis  of  an  army  in  the  event  w 
another  war. 

But  it  is  contended,  that  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee is  anti-republican,  because  it  recommench 
the  retention  or  a  standing  array.  Is  it,  theo, 
what  can  with  propriety  be  called  a  standing 
Army  ?  If  it  be,  had  not  even  Mr.  Jefferson  a 
standing  army  ?  Did  he  disband  the  whole  of 
the  troops  of  the  United  States  ?  Did  he,  and 
those  who  aeted  with  him,  consider  it  anti-re- 
publican to  keep  up  as  many  regular  troops  as 
were  necessary  to  garrison  our  forts  and  keep  them 
in  a  proper  state  of  repair  ?  By  no  means ! — Re- 
publican as  they  were,  they  did  not  consider  a  few 
men,  scattered  over  our  immense  frontier,  as  en- 
dangering our  liberties— -they  did  not  consider  it 
improper  to  retain  what  the  necessities  of  the 
nation  required,  and  we  ask  no  more.  Shall  it  be 
said,  that  our  present  Army  consisted  of  a  greater 
number  than  Mr.  Jefferson  retained  ?  1  admit  it : 
but  our  territory  has  greatly  increased,  our  fron- 
tiers have  been  widely  extended,  our  forts  have 
become  much  more  numerous;  and  as  our  popu* 
latlon  has  well  nigh  doubled,  we  are  in  no  more 
danger  from  eight  thousand  men  now,  than  we 
were  from  half  the  number  twelve  years  ago. 

It  has  been  remarked  by  the  gentlemah  fVom 
Vir^nia.  (Mr.  RANnoLFH,)  in  opposition  to  the 
retaming^  of  the  present  number  of  troops,  that 
regular  forces  are  not  our  implements  of  war.  an<d 
that  the  militia  is  the  natural  defence  or  oar 
country.  Whilst  I  admit,  to  the  fullest  extent, 
the  value  of  the  militia;  whilst  I  acknowledge 
that  they  are  the  great  defence  of  the  nation,  and 
that  to  them  we  most  ultimately  look  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  country,  I  cannot  assent  to  the  idea 
that  regulars  are  unnecessary.  Without  entering 
into  a  view  of  their  comparative  merits ;  withotft 
eodeavorine  to  enhance  the  one,  and  depress  the 
other.  I  will  venture  to  say  that  all  experience 
establishes  the  necessity  of  some  regular  forces  in 
a  period  ;Of  war.  From  the  time  of  General 
WA8BiicdTON,  whose  opinions,  in  relation  to  the 
continentals  and  militia,  cannot  but  be  recollected, 
to  the  present  day,  no  one  has  ventured  to  suggeet 
the  propriety  or  advantage  of  attempting  to  carry 
on  a  war  with  militia  alone.  The  p08set»sion  of 
both  species  of  force  has  always  been  found  ne- 
cessary, and  the  use  of  regular  troops  daring  the 
last  war  was  utterly  indispensable.  So  must  it 
be  in  every  fVitare  war;  and  however  valaahle 
militia  may  be,  regulars  are  necessary  for  the 
garrisoning  the  forts  in  time  of  peace,  and  fortiM 
most  aetive  and  arduous  operations  during  tffe 
war.  If  so,  prudence  requires  that  we  t4iould  not 
dismiss  them  altogether,  nor  reduce  the  preeeM 
establishment,  which  scarcely  suffices  for  the  ne- 
cessary garrisons. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rah- 
DOLPH,)  does  not  coirftne  his  objections  to  the 
Army,  but  oontends  that  the  general  tendency  of 
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the  system  advocated  by  his  oppODeats  and  by 
the  geoilemao  from  Soutii  Cansltoa  in  panicolar, 
is  to  streDgthen  the  hands  of  the  General  Qov' 
ernment  and  to  overthrow  the  power  of  the  States. 
He  admits,  indeed,  that  the  policy  recotomended 
woald  be  wise  and  salatary,  if  thi^  was  a  National 
and  not  a  Federative  Qovernment,  bat  believes 
that  if  such  a  system  be  parsuedj  the  federative 
pinciple  will  soon  become  annihilated.  This, 
iodeed,forms  the  strongest  argument  against  State 
powers  that  I  have  ever  yet  heard  advanced, 
since  it  supposes  that  for  the  preservation  of  these 
powers  we  must  forego  proper  measures  of  de- 
fence, and  a  just,  wise,  and  liberal  system  of  pol- 
icy. I  cannot,  therefore,  admit  the  correctness  of 
the  suggestion,  nor  can  1  persuade  myself  that 
there  is  any  foundation  for  this  alarm  about  State 
rights.  I  will  not  detain  the  Committee  by  a  de- 
tail of  those  arguments  with  which  they  must  be 
familiar,  establishing  the  position,  that  there  is  iu 
our  Government  a  greater  tendency  to  anarchv 
among  the  members  than  tyranny  in  the  head. 
Nor  will  I  contend,  that  the  State  should  have 
less,  or  the  General  Government  more  power.  I 
am  satisfied  with  the  present  distribution  of  pow- 
er.  I  will  mention  only  two  instances  which 
serve  to  establish,  beyond  coatradiction,  that  the 
power  of  the  States,  under  our  present  Constitu- 
tion, is  amply  sufficient  for  their  self-protection ; 
the  first  of  these  was  afforded  a  few  days  ago  by 
the  gentleman  himself,  when  he  reminded  us,  that 
about  the  year  17d8,  a  personage  now  high  in  office, 
leA  his  seat  in  this  House  for  one  on  the  floor  of 
the  State  Legislature,  and  retired  from  the  Na- 
tional Council,  where  his  exertions  were  unsuc- 
cessful, to  wield  in  another  body  the  Democracy 
of  Virffinia.  Whatever  may  be  our  opinions  of 
this  a&ir.  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  will  acknowledge  that  here  was  one  in- 
stance of  the  successful  efforts  of  a  State  to  break 
dowa  an  Administration  whose  views  it  disap- 
proved. Gentlemen  on  our  side  of  the  House 
will  be  equally  satisfied  with  a  more  recent  ex- 
ample. I  mention  this  without  any  disposition 
to  criminate,  and  with  no  wish  to  excite  irritation. 
I  allude  to  the  course  of  events  in  some  of  the 
Eastern  States  during  the  late  war ;  events  which 
sufficiently  demonstrate  the  powers  of  the  States 
not  only  to  protect  themselves  against  encroach- 
ments of  the  Gkneral  Government,  but  even  to 
jar  the  whole  political  body,  and  retard  the  motion 
of  this  complicated  machine. 

For  my  own  part,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  anticipate 
little  danger  to  the  States  from  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, so  long  as  we  only  exercise  the  powers 
fairly  conferred  on  us  by  the  Constitution.  If  an 
attack  should  be  made  upon  State  rights  and  priv- 
ileges, the  alarm  will  be  sounded  throughout  the 
Union.  The  e9prU  du  corpa  will  animate  the 
whole,  and,  should  they  unite,  they  have  power, 
in  different  ways,  to  stop  the  wheels  of  Grovern- 
ment.  Even  a  refusal  to  elect  their  Senators 
would  at  once  arrest  its  powers.  So  long  as  a 
State  confines  itself  within  its  proper  sphere. 
every  other  Sute  will  sympathize  when  it  shall 
be  attacked.    It  is  only  when  it  wanders  beyond 


its  orbit  that  it  will  meet  neither  countenance 
nor  sympathy. 

The  natural  course  of  events,  Mr.  Chairman, 
is  also  gradually  lessening  the  capacity  of  the 
General  Government  to  crush  the  States,  or  to 
circumscribe  their  Constitutional  power.  The 
continued  and  immense  increase  of  our  territorjTi 
the  expansion  of  our  population,  the  mullij^ca- 
tion  of  the  States,  all  tend  to  weaken  the  hands 
of  the  Federal,  and  to  increase  the  security  of 
the  State  powers.  The  extension  of  territor^  it- 
self is  a  sore  protection  against  consolidation. 
So  far  from  this  nation  being  disposed  to  slide 
into  that  system  of  Government,  it  may  be  con- 
fidentljr  said,  that  it  could  not  exist  in  such  a  form, 
for  it  is  scarcelv  possible  to  conceive  that  the 
multifarious  and  complicated  concerns  of  such 
an  extended  and  various  community,  could  be 
conducted  by  a  single  Legislature  or  superintend- 
ed by  a  single  Administration. 

I  have  said  that  the  extension  of  our  territory 
and  the  multiplication  of  distant  States  increased 
the  security  of  State  power,  and  weakened  the 
Federal  band.  All  experience  justifies  the  remark* 
Power  is  always  weak  when  operating  at  a  dis- 
tance. Feebleness  in  its  authority  over  distant 
Provinces  is  the  immediate  law  of  extended 
empire.  The  power  of  jthe  Federal  Gbvernment 
over  remote  States,  in  case  of  collision,  most  di- 
minish with  their  oistance.  The  lever  is  against 
it.  Months  must  expire  between  an  order  and  its 
execution,  whilst  the  well-organized  State  Legis- 
lature can  always  act  with  promptitude  and  de- 
cision i  and  aitbouffh  I  am  by  no  means  disposed 
to  change  their  relative  proportions  of  power,  I 
confess  1  have  less  apprehension  for  the  States 
than  I  have  for  the  existence  of  the  Confederacy. 
If  there  be  anything^  however,  calculated  to  pro- 
duce a  subversion  of  the  State  governments  and 
an  increase  of  power  in  the  Fderal  head,  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  a  feeble  exercise  of  the 
fair  and  unquestioned  powers  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, will  give  rise  to  that  effect  so  much 
deprecated,  if  ever  the  moment  shall  arrive 
wbeo^  for  want  of  a  proper  exertion  of  the  Con- 
stitutional powers  of  this  Government,  the  safety 
of  the  nation  shall  be  in  danger ;  when,  for  want 
of  credit  and  resources,  of  military  strength  and 
of  naval  defence,  the  independence  of  our  coun- 
try shall  be  prostrate  before  the  invader,  then, 
indeed,  will  the  existence  of  the  State  Govern- 
ments be  in  jeopardy.  Pressed  from  without, 
while  all  the  elements  are  jarring  within,  to  what 
resource  will  the  people  look  for  salvation  ?  Will 
they  suffer  the  Government  to  dissolve  in  its  owa 
weakness,  and  look  for  protection  to  the  individ- 
ual Slates  ?  By  no  means ;  no  one  can  be  so  san- 
guine as  to  believe  that  the  States  can,  without 
union,  successfully  defend  themselves.  To  union 
we  shall  still  look,  but  to  a  stronger  union ;  for, 
however  indisposea  we  may  be  to  consolidation 
and  all  its  train  of  ills,  there  is  nothing  which  we 
shall  not  be  ready  to  encounter  for  national  safe- 
ty, for  protection,  for  independence.  The  great 
object  of  every  people,  in  the  establishment  of 
their  Government,  is  self-protection.     If  their 
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institutions  do  not  afford  it,  they  will  fall  into 
contempt  with  the  people  themselves,  and  the 
natara),  the  inevitable  course  of  thinjrs  will  be  to 
infuse  into  them  greater  vigor  by  a  liberal  exten- 
sion of  power.  The  very  Constitution,  under 
which  we  hold<lur  seats  in  this  House,  strikingly 
evinces  the  justness  of  my  position.  Whence 
did  it  spring  ?  From  the  debility  of  the  Confed- 
eration. And  whenever  this  Constitution  shall 
be  80  feebly  administered  as  to  afibrd  no  protec- 
tection  against  foreign  aggression,  when  danger 
shall  be  at  our  doors,  and  confusion  and  distrac* 
tion  within  ;  then,  indeed,  may  we  apprehend  an 
effort  to  circumscribe,  yet  farther,.the  powers  of 
the  States,  and  increase,  yet  more,  the  powers  of 
the  Federal  arm.  From  this  wreck  of  elements 
a  consolidation  may  grow,  but  it  never  can  arise 
from  a  just  exercise  of  the  powers  we  now  pos- 
sess, i^s  a  lover  of  freedom,  as  an  admirer  of  our 
happy  Constitution,  as  a  stickler  for  the  rights  of 
States,  I  pray  you  let  us  not  bring  our  institutions 
into  disrepute,  and  endanger  the  fabric  of  our 
Government,  by  leaving  the  nation  without  cred- 
it, without  resources,  without  defence,  without 
the  means  of  protection.  Let  us  rather  use,  with 
the  moderation  suggested  by  the  committee,  our 
unquestioned  Constitutional  powers,  to  preserve 
our  nation  from  self-contempt,  and  to  secure  the 
inestimable  blessings  of  national  independence. 

Having  thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  presented  my  view 
of  the  necessity  of  retaining  our  present  military 
force,  and  replied  to  some  of  the  prominent  ob- 
jections to  that  measure,  I  beg  leave  to  say  some- 
thing in  respect  to  the  Navy.  It  is  proposed  that 
this  important  part  of  the  defence  or  our  country, 
should  be  gradually  Increased,  until  it  shall  be 
enabled  to  protect  our  coast  from  the  ravages  of 
every  hostile  naval  power.  I  shall  not  attempt, 
Mr.  Chairman,  to  blazon  the  praise  of  those  whose 
achievements  are  their  best  eulogium,  and  whose 
glories  have 

Stuck  upon  them  as  the  son 
In  the  grey  vanll  of  heaven : 

But  I  will  confine  myself  to  the  remark,  that  a 
navy  affords  to  this  nation,  and  particularly  the 
State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
sent, the  best,  the  surest,  the  cheapest,  defence. 
While,  on  the  one  hand,  it  can  never  endanger 
the  liberties  of  the  nation,  whatever  may  be  its 
extent,  on  the  other,  it  forms  the  most  complete 
protection  for  our  very  extensive  and  very  ex- 
posed Atlantic  frontier.  Let  the  history  of  the 
last  war  teach  us  wisdom  on  this  subject.  With 
a  superior  navy^  and  a  few  thousand  regulars, 
the  enemy  kept  in  continual  alarm  a  coast  oi  three 
thousand  miles.  The  spot  which  they  found 
protected,  they  avoided ;  the  exposed  and  unde- 
fended, they  ravaged  unresistinglv.  Thousands 
of  our  militia  have  been  called  to  the  seaboard  for 
its  protection;  millions  of  treasure  have  been 
consumed  on  that  expensive  system  of  defence, 
and  many  a  gallant  fellow  has  been  the  victim  or 
disease,  while  the  foe  has  confined  his  attack  to 
vulnerable  points,  and  has  rarely  assailed  us  where 
the  yeomanry  of  our  country  were  in  in  arms.  It 


is  impossible  that,  without  a  navy,  we  ever  should 
defend  our  coast,  deeply  indented,  as  it  is,  with 
large  and  navigable  rivers,  against  the  ravages  of 
any  naval  power.  The  whole  population  and 
the  whole  wealth  of  the  nation  would  not  en- 
able us  to  present,  at  every  point,  men  in  arms, 
sufficient  to  repel  the  foe ;  while,  on  the  contrary, 
by  means  of  a  gradual  increase  of  our  Navy,  a 
few  years  will  see  us  masters  of  our  own  seas, 
and  our  soil  will  be  protected  from  the  pollution 
of  an  invading  enemy.  Is  there  not  wisdom, 
then,  in  the  measure  ?  It  is  one  which  the  inter- 
est of  our  country  commands,  and  the  general 
voice  of  our  constituents  requires  at  our  hands. 

I  come  next  to  the  redemption  of  the  public 
debt ;  one  of  the  most  important  and  interesting 
subjects  presented  to  us  by  the  Committee  of 
W^s  and  Means.  That  debt  has  largely  accu- 
mulate^  since  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
and  the  committee  have  proposed  to  adopt  at 
once  a  vigorous  system  of  finance  which  will 
enable  us  to  dbcharge  the  whole  as  rapidly  as  its 
redeemable  character  will  admit.  Who  is  there 
that  can  doubt  the  wisdom  of  such  a  policy  ? 
Who  can  doubt  the  propriety  of  the  most  vigor- 
ous exertions  to  get  rid  of  a  burden,  which  op- 
Sresses  the  nation*  in  peace,  and  must  paralyze 
er  exertions  when  she  is  engaged  in  war?  Who 
can  hesitate  to  discharge  the  debt  we  have  con- 
tracted instead  of  leaving  it  as  a  legacy  to  our 
children  ?  In  whatever  point  of  view  the  sub- 
ject is  considered,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  this  nation  that  the  debt  should  be  reduced  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  If  we  do  not  desire  to  pur- 
sue the  fearful  example  of  Great  Britain  \  if  we 
wish  to  avoid  the  continued  accumulation  of 
public  burdens,  we  should  not  shrink  from  the 
duty  which  the  present  moment  imposes.  Whence 
is  it  that  the  British  finances  have  become  so  in- 
I  volved  ?  Whence  is  it  that  her  debt  has  accu- 
mulated to  a  thousand  millions  ?  Because,  after 
the  termination  of  one  war,  she  has  never  liqui- 
dated the  additional  debts  it  created  before  the 
expenses  of  another  had  commenced.  Let  us 
then  take  a  lesson  from  her  example.  Let  us 
rapidly  discharge  our  debt,  lest,  as  nas  once  al- 
ready happened  to  us,  we  should,  before  it  is 
paid  off,  be  involved  in  other  wars  that  may  in- 
finitely increase  it.  Let  us  not  flatter  our- 
selves that  we  are  now  to  have  a  never-ending 
peace.  Gh)d  forbid  we  should  again  have  war. 
No  man  can  be  more  averse  to  its  horrors,  none 
can  be  more  forcibly  impressed  with  the  propri- 
ety of  avoiding  it,  than  I  am.  But  peace  does 
not  depend  on  us  alone.  Any  nation  which  may 
be  disposed  to  involve  us  in  hostility  may  do  so, 
however  contrary  to  our  wishes ;  and  we  may 
think  ourselves  fortunate  indeed  if  we  shall  enjoy 
the  blessings  of  peace  for  the  term  of  thirteen 
years,  which  is  the  period  fixed  on  by  the  com- 
mittee for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt.  I  do 
not,  indeed,  believe  with  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, that'  Republics  are  prone  to  war,  and  s^l 
less  that  this  nation  has  any  such  propensity. 
The  history  of  this  people— the  peace  of  thirty 
years— acquits  them  of  the  chaige.    But  there 
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is  a  Power,  of  warlike  disposicion,  with  whom, 
from  ▼arious  causevwe  may  exi>ect  frequent  and 
serious  eoUisioos.  That  Power  is  Great  Britain. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  admitted  that 
other  wars  with  that  powerful  people  are  not 
only  probable  but  certain.  It  is  one  of  the  evil 
consequences,  as  he  alleges,  of  the  war  from 
which  we  have  emerged.  ^*  The  bolt,^'  he  tells 
us,  "  has  been  shot,"  and  we  may  now  look  for 
frequent  wars  and  contentions.  Be  it  so.  Is  it 
not  then  important  that  we  should  prepare  for 
them,  at  least,  by  freeing  our  resources  from  the 
weight  of  debt  by  which  they  are  encumbered  ? 
Shall  we,  with  eyery  prospect  of  frequent  col- 
lision with  a  powerful  nation,  leave  ourselves 
defenceless,  and  enter  into  another  arduous  con- 
flict without  money,  without  credit,  and  with  an 
overwhelming  debt  ?  or  shall  we  free  ourselves 
from  the  burden,  get  rid  of  the  heav^  encum- 
brance of  the  interest,  and  if  (which  Heaven 
avert)  new  wars  arise,  be  enabled  to  apply  the 
resources  of  the  nation  to  her  defence,  and  to 
command  the  capital  of  her  people  for  the  sup- 
ply of  her  coffers  in  the  hour  of  her  adversity? 
Of  all  the  plans  of  the  committee  this  is  nearest 
my  heart ;  of  all  the  means  of  strengthening 
this  nation,  the  best  is,  ^he  emancipation  of  our 
finances  from  the  burdens  which  oppress  them. 
Our  finances  are.  and  must  long  continue,  our 
weakest  ppiDt*  I^o  as  we  will,  we  shall  always 
find  it  difficult  enough  to  command  resources  m 
time  of  war.  Let  us  not  increase  the  difficulty. 
Let  us  endeavor  to  diminish  it.  If  we  enter  into 
war  under  tho  pressure  of  debt,  we  shall  find  it 
difficult  to  borrow,  both  because  our  credit  will 
not  be  so  good,  nor  the  amount  of  capital  to  be 
loaned  so  great,  as  if  that  debt  had  first  been  dis- 
charged ;  and  if  we  lay  tazes^  those  taxes  must 
go  to  pay  interest  to  the  public  creditor,  instead 
of  raising  soldiers,  procuring  supplies  and  giving 
vigor  and  efficacy  to  our  military  operations.  I 
trust,  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  a  just  sense 
of  these  important  considerations  will  urge  us  to 
adopt  the  vigorous  system  of  the  extingutohment 
of  the  debt,  which  has  been  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Finance. 

But  how  shall  we  effect  these  desirable  ob- 
jects 1  How  retain  the  necessary  troops,  make 
provision  for  our  crippled  officers  prepare  for 
the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy,  and  secure  the 
extinguishment  of  the  debt  which  presses  upon 
the  nation  ?  How — but  by  bearing  the  necessary 
taxes  ?  Fortunately  there  never  was  a  period  at 
which  the  produce  of  the  country,  from  one  end 
of  the  continent  to  the  other,  commanded  higher 
prices  than  now.  Our  prosperity  is  great,  and 
our  people  are  willing  to  pay  something  towards 
the  important  objects  I  have  been  contemplating. 
They  will  perceive  that  all  the  taxes  have  been 
reduced  to  about  one-half  their  former  amount, 
and  those  which  were  peculiarly  oppressive  or 
disagreeable  have  been  entirely  removed.  I  feel 
the  fullest  confidence  that  they  will  approve  the 
measures  which  propose  to  retain  a  portion, 
rather  than  forego  the  advantages  we  nave  in 
view. 


There  remains  but  a  few  remarks  in  relation  to 
the  direct  tax  in  particular,  with  which  I  shall 
trouble  the  Committee.  It  has  been  severely  an- 
imadverted on,  as  unequal  and  oppressive.  I 
cannot  believe  it.  If  indeed  there  be  an  inequal- 
ity, I  am  surprised  tc^  hear  the  complaints  from 
the  quarter  whence  they  have  proceeded.  If  un- 
equal, it  must  operate  against  those  States  where 
the  nominal  price  of  the  land  bears  the  greatest 
proportion  to  its  real  value.  It  must,  therefore, 
oe  unfavorable  to  thickly  settled  States,  and  fa- 
vorable to  the  people  of  the  South  and  the  West, 
whose  population  is  more  dispersed^  and  whose 
lands  are  not 'estimated  at  their  intrinsic  .worth. 
But  the  inequalitv,  if  it  existed,  caimot  be  very 
important,  since  the  tax  itself  is  so  light;  amount- 
ing, in  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  only  fourteen 
cents  on  one  hundred  dollars  value,  or  aboQt  seven 
dollars  on  an  estate  worth  five  tnousand.  The 
people  of  these  States  are  too  intelligent  to  be 
led  to  regard  a  tax  like  this  as  odious  and  op- 
pressive. 

I  know  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  whether  it  be  in 
order  to  allude  to  the  probable  course  which  may 
be  pursued  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, (the  Senate.)  Let  it  be  recollected  that, 
by  tne  law  of  the  last  session,  the  direct  tax  was 
rendered  permanent,  and  it  cannot  now  be  re- 
moved witnout  the  consent  of  that  branch.  There 
is  reason  to  suppose  that  if  an  entire  repeal  of 
the  tax  should  pass  this  House,  the  Senate  may 
reject  it,  and  gentlemen  will  probably  be  left  to 
the  alternative  of  taking  a  permanent  tax  of  six 
millions,  or  a  tax  for  one  year  of  three  millions. 
If,  then,  they  are  averse  to  the  direct  tax,  they 
ouffht  to  support  the  resolution  upon  your  table, 
rather  than  encounter  the  still  greater  evil  which 
will  ensue  from  its  rejection. 

In  tendering  my  thanks  to  the  Committee  for 
their  polite  attention  to  my  lame  and  uninterest- 
ing  remarks,  I  will  conclude  with  expressing  my 
earnest  solicitude  that  we  may  parsoe  the  patl^ 
on  the  present  imortant  occasion,  that  leads  to 
the  happiness  and  honor  of  our  common  country. 

When  Mr.  T.  had  concluded— 

Mr.  Ramdolph  moved  that  the  Committee 
should  rise,  in  order  to  take  into  consideration  his 

Sroposition  for  reducing  the  Army,  previous  to 
eciding  on  the  question  now  before  the  House. 

This  motion  having  been  negatived — 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and  delivered  a  speech  of 
three  hours  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  general 
question  from  that  taken  by  Mr.  Calhoun  and 
Mr.  TucKfiR,  to  whom  principally  his  speech  was 
in  reply.  When  he  concluded,  the  Committee 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Mr.  Raikdolpb  rose  to  make  a  motion  respect- 
ing a  discrepancy  he  had  discovered  between  the 
account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  from  the 
commencement  of  tne  Government,  recently  laid 
before  the  House,  and  that  which  was  laid  before 
Congress  some  years  ago. 

Before  the  motion  was  stated  from  the  Chair, 
it  was  discovered  there  was  not  a  quorum  pres- 
ent ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 
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Friday,  February  2. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  oa  the 
Puhlie  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Obmrlee  Levan  Trodeao ;  which  was  read  twice, 
aid  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Raniiolfh  sobmitted  the  foUowlog  reso* 
latioD,  wbioh  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  od  the 
table: 

Rttohed,  That  fte  8^cret»y  of  the  Tieasaiy  be 
reqnbed  to  lay  before  this  House  the  eanse  of  ttie  diA 
ftmnoe  in  the  aannal  eraoont  of  ezpeaditaves  in  rel»> 
tfon  to  the  MiUUuy  and  Navel  EsteblariUnents,  fimm 
llM  4th  Mescii,  1780,  to  the  end  of  the  yecr  1009,  ts 
psesented  in  the  letter  tan  the  Seoetsiy  of  the  Tna- 
siny  of  April  3, 1610;  end  tb»  mummI  amoont  of  ex<» 
imiditwes  in  lelslioQ  to  thoseme  objeeli^  as  slated  in 
a  letter  firon  the  same  Department,  beaiiog  date  Jan* 
aatj  34»  1816. 

The  Spbaxbr  laid  before  the  Hooee  a  Jeftier 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  LaadOf* 
fiee.  ttansmittisg  a  sopplefnentary  report  of  the 
lana  eommissioners  in  tne  kte  Territor^r  of  New 
Qrleaai^  now  State  of  Loaisiana ;  which  wera 
lafared  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pobiic  Landi. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  then  resohred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Ordnanee 
department — for  ordnance  stores,  fortifioalionsi 
dkcw — was  taken  up,  and  the  blank  tbereio,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Lowiinse,  after  some  opposition 
from  Messrs.  Wriobt,  and  Kmo  of  Massachu* 
setlR.  was  6iled  ^p  with  the  suaa  of  $1,650^24. 

The  resolution  reported  bj  the  Commitiee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  Mr.  Habdih^s  motion  to 
amend  the  same,  resp^tinf  the  direct  tax,  next 
oeeupied  the  attention  of  the  Govmittee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  JoOReoif,  of  Kentucky,  said  be  had  many 
reasons,  not  only  to  justify,  but  to  make  it  his  dutyi 
Maioat  his  inclinatioii,  to  trouble  the  Committee* 
Firsti  the  diaeussion  bad  not  been  confined  to  the 
salmct  under  coasideraiion,  but  had  been  ex* 
tended,  aa  usual,  to  all  subjeets,  foreign  and  do- 
aaeaties  secondly,  the  .most  direct  attad  had  been 
I9ade  upon  all  the  military  sujbjecta  subniiued  to 
the  Military  Committee  $  ail  the  measures  re- 
ported by  tbemi  the  invalid  corpsy  military  acad- 
eaaios^  Ac^  and  poiriietdarly  the  redaction  of  the 
Ariyiy  from  tea  thousand  to  six  thousuQd*  Mr.  J. 
said^  although  hesliould  confine  himself  prinei*^ 
pitUy  to  the  military  sub|eot,  he  could  not  let  the 
opportunity  pass  of  sfaytog  a  word  in  leply  to 
some  remafka  which  had  been  made  in  debate. 
Tke  genileiaaii  from  Sooth  Carolina  (Mr.  Cal* 
worn)  has  espresaed  an  opinion  that  our  measures 
should  be  predicated  upon  a  supposition  that 
Gkeat  Britain  was  only  separated  from  the  United 
States  as  tke  Canadas  and  the  Floridas.  We 
often  resort  to  the  history  of  England,  and  to  the 
opinions  of  her  statesmen,  for  information  on 
political  subjects.  If,  on  this  occasion,  we  resort 
to  the  same  sources,  we  shall  discover  that,  from 
the  views  and  sentiments  of  the  most  oiatia- 


guisbed  patriots,  the  British  channel  is  of  itself 
sufficient  to  make  it  the  true  policy  of  the  British 
Government  to  act  upon  its  insular  situation — to 
abstain  from  interfering  in  the  Continental  sys- 
tem. The  Court  party  maintained  a  diffsrent 
opinion,  and  succeeded  in  their  polioy,  (except 
for  short  intervals,)  the  consequences  of  whioh 
have  involved  Great  Britain  in  great  difficulties 
and  wars.  Expenses  have  been  incurred  that 
would  have  raised  a  ChiAOse  wall  around  the 
ishuid.  It  must  be  left  to  conjecture  what  would 
have  been  the  precise  result  of  the  opposite  doe* 
uine ;  but  it  is  confidently  believed  that  the  Eng- 
lish nation  would  have  been  at  least  as  happy,  ae 
rich,  and  as  free ;  that  the  poor  would  not  nave 
been  more  numerous;  that  the  public  debt  would 
not  have  been  more  enormous;  that  the  chaf- 
acter  of  the  nation  would  have  been  as  distill 
guished  for  wisdom,  science^  and  valor ;  that  the 
taxes  would  not  have  been  more  burdenaome; 
that  liberty  of  conscience  would  not  have  been 
more  limited.  If  the  British  channel  could  jua- 
tify  such  a  system,  the  separation  of  the  United 
States  from  Europe  and  Great  Britain  left  not  a 
single  doubt  upon  the  mind.  But  this,  view  of 
the  subject  does  not  depend  upon  reaaoning  and 
analogy,  but  upoa  matters  of  fact.  Only  suppose 
Eoffland  and  Ireland,  with  a  population  of  two 
nailTions,  annexed  to  Canada  and  separated  froaa 
us  by  a  mathematical  line,  length  without  breadth, 
a  geographical  boundary,  governed  by  the  Prince 
Regent  and  his  Ministry,  with  their  jealousy 
and  hostility,  and  all  the  pecuniary  resources  of 
that  absolute  monarchy.;  would  not  every  gentle- 
man agree  that  our  measures  would  have  to  be 
different  from  what  they  need  to  be  now,  in  ex* 
pense,  in  extent  ?  In  such  event  you  woukl  have 
forthwith  to  increase  your  Army  and  your  Navy 
to  an  extent  thai  would  be  very  bordensome  to 
the  people.  Mr.  J,  said  he  could  not  agree  in  the 
aeatinienta  of  the  same  worthy  member,  that  a 
statesman  should  act  upoa  pMsibility,  and  not 
upon  probability,  in  measures  of  defence  and  pre- 
oaution.  This  sentiment  would  lead  ua  into 
great  extravagance^  such  as  could  not  be  so|^ 
ported  consistently  with  the  enjoyment  of  that 
independence  and  liberty  which  our  Constitution 
and  Government  would  seem  to  hold  out  to  ua. 
We  should  not  act  upon  any  evidence  less  than 
probability.  To  prove  the  danger  of  this  do^ 
trine,  we  need  only  advert  to  the  sentiment  which 
grew  out  of  it^ior  the  gentleman  ueats  with 
peat  severity  the  idea  oT iacreuing  our  Navy 
gradually.  He  is  for  going  the  whole  length  at 
this  time.  Now  is  the  time^  says  the  gentlemoA, 
and  the  only  limit  given  is  our  power  to  man  this 
Navy  with  our  sailors  and  seamen,  who  are  esti* 
mated  at  eighty  thousand.  The  universal  gidh 
lantrv  and  good  conduct  of  our  Navy  has  pro- 
ducea  a  universal  sentiment  aa  to  its  efficiency, 
and  a' willingoesa  to  increase  its  power  gradually, 
according  to  our  means,  until  we  have  a  ple<%e 
of  a  reasonable  protection  in  case  of  war.  Any 
measure,  or  any  other  seoiimeot,  would  have  a 
direct  tendency  to  prevent  the  growth  of  the 
Navy.    A  different  course  may  be  recommended 
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from  zeal  and  patriotism,  but  it  will  injure  the 
cause  it  is  loteDded  to  promote. 

The  gentleman  from  Vii^inia  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolph^ bad  diseorered,  prerioas  to  the  declara- 
tion ot  war,  a  speck  of  war  in  the  political  hori- 
zon, and  was  alarmed.  Mr.  J.  begged  leave  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  worthy  ^ntleman  to  a 
memorable  example  to  be  found  in  the  pages  of 
sacred  writ,  as  to  the  consequences  of  submis- 
sion, and  bearing  insults  without  resistance — ref- 
erence was  made  to  a  book  which  abounded  with 
examples^  in  religion,  in  morals,  and  in  polities, 
and  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  so  often 
alluded  with  so  much  pleasure;  when  Moses 
brought  the  children  of  Israel  in  sight  of  the 
promised  land,  chosen  men  were  sent  down  to 
Tiew  it ;  wh«n  thej  returned,  such  an  account 
was  giren  of  the  j^^iants  who  possessed  the  land, 
that  notwithstanding  the  influence  of  their  ^reat 
leader,  the  children  of  Israel'  refused  positirely 
Co  [p  down  and  poesess  themselres  of  their  in- 
heritance. The  sons  of  Anak  terrified  them. 
This  cowardice  was  the  effect  of  submission  to 
Egyptian  bondage,  for  which  God  manifested  his 
displeasure  by  dooming  all  the  warriors  to  wan- 
der forty  years  in  the  wilderness  and  to  die,  until 
a  new  race  of  men  should  grow  up  who  had 
never  felt  the  heavy  hand  of  oppression,  and  who 
willingly  accomplished  that  wnich  their  fathers 
should  have  done. 

It  is  now  time  to  confine  our  attention  to  the 
reduction  of  the  Army.  This  subject  has  given 
to  the  inj^nuity  of  gentlemen  a  wide  range ;  but 
the  question  does  not  admit  of  it.  Points  have 
been  elaborately  discussed  that  are  not  involved. 
There  are  many  points  in  which  we  agree,  and 
very  few  in  which  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion. 
First,  there  is  no  disagreement  as  to  the  worth 
and  character  of  the  militia;  nor  is  the  relative 
merit  of  regular  troops  and  militia  involf  ed  in 
this  debate.  Such  questions  cannot  be  decided 
by  mathematical  certainty.  Nor  is  it  necessary ; 
the  merit  of  each  is  acknowledged;  the  efficiency 
of  every  kind  of  military  force  depends  upon  so 
many  contingencies^  the  cause  in  which  thev  are 
engaged,  the  term  or  service,  the  manner  of  fight* 
ing,  the  ground  occupied,  the  officers  command- 
ing,  that  no  particular  case  of  panic  or  misfor- 
tune can  change  our  opinion.  For,  in  appealing 
to  history,  we  should  find  memorable  examples 
to  support  this  idea,  such  as  the  defence  of  Ther- 
mopylse^  the  battle  of  Marathon,  composed  of  the 
nopnlation  of  Greece,  and  the  battle  of  Canne, 
oy  what  we  call  mercenary  troops,  or  a  regular 
army.  The  ancients  had  no  very  correct  idea  of 
a  well*organtzed  standing  armv,  although  Car- 
thage and  other  kingdoms  employed  mercenary 
troops,  while  the  citizens  were  exempt  from  mili- 
tary duty.  For  these  troops,  under  trying  cir- 
cumstances, could  not  be  relied  on  nor  controlled. 
Thirdly,  the  subject  of  a  standing  armv  cannot 
be  involved  in  this  examination,  althouffn  gentle- 
men have  uniformly  pressed  the  subject.  No 
consideration  can  justify  a  standing  army  in  time 
of  peace.  We  may  differ  as  to  the  amount  of 
the  Peace  Establiahment;  there  cannot  be  a  diver* 


sity  of  sentiment  among  men  who  love  liberty, 
inoependence,  and  a  free  country,  as  to  standing 
armies.  A  standing  army  would  be^  in  time  ix 
peace,  inconsistent  with  tire  Constitution  and  our 
free  institutions.  We  want  no  re^lar  army  to 
suppress  insurrection,  for  none  exists.  In  such 
an  event  the  militia  are  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
President.  Nor  to  execute  the  laws,  for  the  civil 
officers  are  all  obeyed  by  the  citizens;  and  if  the 
citizens,  resist  the  execution  of  the  laws,  the 
marshal  has  the  power  of  putting  down  any  such 
resistance  as  is  likely  to  arise  in  the  United 
States.  Nor  to  support  the  Administration  of  the 
Government ;  this  defMnds  upon  the  will  of  the 
people;  upon  the  elective  franchise.  A  standing 
army  is  dangerous  to  liberty.  Rome  depended 
upon  the  citizens,  the  militia  of  the  country,  four 
hundred  and  fiAy  years  before  the  introduction  of 
a  mercenary  force,  which  ultimately  brought  such 
calamity  upon  that  great  and  mighty  empire. 
Nor  can  it  be  forgotten  that  a  standing  army  has 
been  the  most  powerful  instrument  in  the  hands 
of  power  and  usurpation.  It  has  seldom  failed 
of  success.  But  notwithstanding  the  examples 
of  ancient  times,  such  as  Philip  of  Macedon,  and 
Cesar,  a  regular  army  in  modern  times  has  been 
most  mischievous  and  dangerous  to  liberty,  on 
account  of  its  perfect  organization,  subordination, 
and  discipline;  all  the  despotisms  in  the  world 
are  supported  by  this  powerful  instrument.  All 
the  Governments  of  Europe  and  all  the  tyrants 
of  the  day  are  supported  by  this  means. 

All  must,  therefore,  agree,  that  in  times  of 
peace,  and  in  the  first  moments  of  war,  we 
must  depend  upon  the  population  of  the  United 
States,  well  organized^classified,  and  the  term 
of  service  extended.  What  has  been  said  does 
not  presuppose  that  we  can  dispense  with  all  of 
our  forces.  All  agree  that  we  must  keep  a  Peace 
Establishment,  a  small  force,  commensurate  with 
certain  objects  and  views,  which  will  be  men- 
tioned. The  first  object  is  to  garrison  our  fort^ 
on  our  wide-extended  territorial  frontier,  and  to 
maintain  and  keep  in  repair  our  fortifications  on 
the  seaboard  and  on  the  lakes ;  not  only  the  extst- 
ing  fortifications  and  forts,  but  those  to  be  erected. 
We  should  cast  the  eye  around  and  view  the 
great  extent  of  this  maritime  and  territorial  ex- 
posure, and  look  at  the  number  of  our  garrisons 
and  our  fortifications,— at  Castine,  wiscasset, 
Portland,  Portsmouth,  Boston,  New  Bedford, 
Newport!  New  London,  New  York,  Fort  Mifflin, 
Fort  Mcnenry,  Fort  Washington,  Norfolk,  Fort 
Johnson,  in  North  Carolina,  Charleston,  Savan- 
nah, Fort  Hawkins,  Mobile,  Fort  St.  Philippe, 
New  Orleans,  Natchez,  St.  Louis,  Fort  Clark, 
Fort  Wayne,  Chicago,  Greenbay,  Mackinac,  De- 
troit, Fort  Niagara,  Sackett's  Harbor,  Plattsbnrg, 
Gkeenbush,  and  others  about  to  be  erected  in  such 
places  as  the  late  war  has  pointed  out.  To  each 
garrison  assign  the  nominal  amount  of  one  hun- 
dred men,  which  will  not  give  more  than  seventy 
efficient  men,  and  you  have  for  this  object  alone 
a  demand  for  five  thousand. 

2d.  The  second  object  will  embrace  such  a 
distribution  of  force  as  will  aecure  us  on  our 
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frontier,  from  banditti,  or  maravding  parties  of* 
Indians,  or  the  insalts  and  inrasions  or  the  sob* 
jeets  of  Spain  in  Florida,  and  of  Qreat  Britain  in 
Canada. 

One  thousand  men  should  be  placed  some- 
where on  the  Niagara  or  Northern  frontier ;  one 
thousand  in  some  healthy  situation  in  Louisiana 
or  the  Mobile ;  one  thousand  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Detroit,  and  on^  thousand  in  some  eligible 
place  00  the  Mississippi.  This  will  amount  to  the 
whole  military  force  of  the  United  States  except 
the  corpc  of  light  artillery.  Indeed,  it  is  well 
kaown  that  an  armj  of  tea  thousand  men  can 
BCTer  gire  us  an  efficient  force  of  more  than  sefen 
or  eight  thousand.  To  enforce  my  idea  of  this  dis- 
tribution, let  as  recollect  the  indignity  and  abuse 
offered  to  citizens  of  Detroit  since  the  war,  who 
were  arrested  and  driven  from  Sandwich  by  the 
military,  without  any  proTocation;  citizens  of 
Detroit  who  had  crossed  the  Straight  for  the 
common  purposes  of  colIectiDg  debts,  and  for  the 
purposes  of  commerce  and  trade.  From  actual 
returns^  at  this  moment  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  IS  less  than  ei^ht  thousand  men. 

3d.  There  is  another  object  for  retaining  this 
force,  not  less  important  than  those  which  hare 
been  mentioned — the  preservation  of  military 
knowledge ;  to  hare  a  rallying  point  in  case  of 
danger  or  war ;  to  retain  the  knowledge  we  have 
acquired  of  camp  doty,  field  evolutions  and  mil- 
itary discipline.  This  science  cannot  be  taujg^ht 
in  garrison,  or  with  one  hundred  men — it  requires 
at  least  a  regiment. 

It  is  believed  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  would  be  dissatisfied  with  a  greater  re- 
duction of  the  Army.  The  country  would  be  too 
insecure,  and  the  militia  subject  to  be  called  from 
their  farms  on  every  alarm.  In  relation  to  the 
direct  tax — if  the  Committee  will  reduce  it  one- 
half,  from  $6,000,000  to  $3,000,000,  and  limit  its 
operation  to  one  year,  Mr.  J.  satd,  he  would  vote 
for  it. 

The  direct  tax  is  the  most  objectionable  tax 
that  can  be  collected,  and,  therefore,  it  should  be 
limited  to  one  year,' that  we  may  dispense  with 
it  as  soon  as  possible;  It  is  expensive  in  its  cot- 
lection,  and  burdensome  in  its  operation.  In 
time  of  war  we  must  tax  everything  from  neces- 
sity, but  in  time  of  peace  we  should  be  moderate 
in  our  taxes,  and  take  hold  of  the  luxuries  of  life 
and  the  rich,  as  much  as  possible;  and  after  the 
present  year,  it  is  probable  we  may  dispense  with 
thedirect  tax,  but  it  must  be  continued  for  the  pre- 
sent, as  we  have  a  floating  debt  of  f25,000,000  to 
pay  off;  and  our  national  debt  is  upwards  of 
$100,000,000.  We  have  to  pay  for  horses  lost 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  other 
property ;  and  we  have  to  provide  for  the  widow 
and  the  orphan  of  the  officer  and  soldier  who 
were  killed  in  battle,  or  who  died  in  the  service ; 
and  these  claims  should  be  paid  by  every  part  of 
the  United  States,  which  can  only  be  done  by 
taking  the  money  from  the  Treasury  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Much  has  been  said  respecting  internal  policy. 
On  this  subject  there  should  be  but  one  opinion. 


Upon  the  subject  of  protecting  manufactures  by 
discriminating  duties — thfs  interest  claims  our 
first  attention.  It  is  as  important  as  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  nation ;  for  how  can  any  nation 
be  independent  without  making  its  own  neces« 
series  or  life?  The  voice  of  the  nation  has  been 
distinctly  heard  upon  this  point,  and  all  classes  of  / 
men,  with  few  exceptions,  call  for  this  protection. 
Independent  of  the  importance  of  this  subject 
in  a  national  point  of  view,  the  manufactures  of 
hemp,  of  cotton,  of  wool,  and  of  everything  else, 
have  been  the  result,  in  a  great  measure,  of  the 
late  war. 

Citizens  have  turned  their  capital  into  domes* 
tic  manufactures,  not  subject  to  the  control  of 
forelffn  nations ;  and  this  being  the  case,  there  is  a 
moral  obligation  existing  upon  the  Gtovernioent  to 
give  reasonable  protection  to  these  people.  Upon 
this  sobject  the  mind  must  expand,  and  take  in 
the  various  climates  and  productions  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  various  manufactories,  and 
act  upon  a  policv  enlarged  and  liberal.  Any 
other  views  would  consider  the  Slates  foreign  to 
each  other,  and  the  people  as  strangers — a  policy 
which  does  not  become  the  American  statesman. 
And  in  relation  to  roads  and  canals,  which  may 
open  different  channels  of  commerce,  or  which 
may  facilitate  military  operations  in  future;  we 
should  all  unite  in  this  system  of  internal  imr 
provement.  These  are  some  of  the  fraitful 
sources  of  the  prosperty  of  nations,  with  whtck 
we  must  encourage  everything  that  will  incal- 
cate  virtue,  morality,  patriotism,  intelligence,  and 
courage. 

Mr.  LowNDBS  then  addressed  the  Committee 
in  defence  of  the  report  under  consideration,  and 
in  reply  to  the  objections  urged  against  it  in  the 
course  of  th^  debate. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Hardin's 
motion  to  amend  the  resolution  so  as  to  declare 
it  expedient  to  repeal  the  direct  tax,  and  decided 
in  the  negative — for  the  amendment  69,  against 
it  88. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Hardin,  the  resolution 
was  then  laid  on  the  table ;  and  the  Committee 
took  up  the  bill  to  repeal  the  duties  on  certain 
domestic  manufactures;  which  having  been  goiie 
tbrouffh,  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  ODtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  took  up,  successively,  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  Ordnance  department, 
aereeing  to  the  amendment  made  therein  by  the 
Cfommittee  of  the  Whole;  and  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  duties  on  certain  domestic  manufactures.-— 
The  latter  bill  was  so  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Sebocant,  as  to  make  the  repeal  take  effect  from 
the  passage  of  the  act,  instead  of  the  18th  April 
next.  Both  bills  were  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  February  3. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  ^^An  act  to  repeal  the 
duties  on  certain  articles  manufactured  within 
the  United  Statess,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 
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INDUN  IXSPREDATIONa 

Mr.  Lattimobb,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  memoriti  of  the  Legislatiire  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  aod '  the  pettttoDS  of 
sundry  infaaDitaDts  of  said  Territory,  relating  to 
ladian  depredations,  made  a  report ;  which  was 
re»d,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Wednesday  next.— The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  petitioners  state  that  the  inhabttanto  of  tha  east- 
em  seetton  of  the  Mississippi  Terriloij  sustained,  dar- 
ing the  li^  war,  very  great  losses  of  proper^,  whieh 
was  stolen  or  destroyed  by  the  hostile  Gieek  Indians, 
and,  in  some  instances,  ti^en  from  them  by  the  troops 
in  the  senrioe  of  the  United  States ;  and  pray  tlmt  lep- 
amtion  ms^  be  made  to  the  suflerers  out  of  the  lands 
ehtsined  him  that  nation  of  Indiana  by  the  Treaty  of 
Peaae*, 

Amongst  the  docmnehts  relating  to  this  snbject  are 
statements  (which  are  sworn  to)  of  the  losses  sustained 
by  one  hundred  and  thirteen  persons,  which  are  esti* 
mated,  in  the  whole,  at  $127,905.  As  these  injuries 
were  inflicted  by  the  enemy,  who  ha^e  made,  by  a  ces- 
sion of  territory,  what  the  petitioners  conceiTo  to  be 
ample  compensation  for  all  losses  sustained  as  well  ss 
expenses  incurred  by  their  hostility,  they  seem  to  think 
^at  the  su£forers  in  question  are  entitled  to  peculiar 
rdief. 

ITour  committee  hate  examined  the  ground  of  this 
claim,  but  they  find  nothing  to  support  it,  either  in  tibe 
treaty  with  the  Crseks  or  any  other  authentic  doon- 
ment  which  they  have  been  able  to  procure.  U,  thev^ 
Ibse,  relief  ahali  be  granted  to  these  suftrersi  it  most, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  comsnittee,  be  done  upon  a  ge»> 
enl  pcinople,  which  would  be  appUcaUe  to  tibe  caaes 
of  all  who  have  suffered  from  similar  causes  in  ether 
parts  of  the  United  States.  In  giving  this  opinion, 
yenr  eemmitlee  have  no  di^^ositien  to  impair  the  im- 
.piessien  produced  by  the  aiBictingeoenes  through  which 
the  eastern  inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  Territory 
have  pMsed,  or  to  diminish  whatever  claim  they  may 
have  to  the  humanity  of  the  Government,  in  consider- 
ation of  their  present  distress,  But,  whatever  may  be 
ti^e  merits  of  their  daim  on  this  score,  your  commi^ee 
cannot  perceive  the  propriety  of  any  provirien  for  their 
relief  which  shall  not  extend  similar  relief  in  all  sim- 
ilar cases,  and  therefore  submit  ^e  following  resolution: 

Raohfedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
0f  Ways  and  Means,  respecting  the  revenue ;  and 
tftor  a  short  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose. 

The  House  took  up  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  WholC)  oo  the  proposition  to  reduoe 
the  aonnal  direct  tax  to  three  millions.  The 
Bmendment—* agreed  to  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Clay,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole — to  limit  the 
tax  to  one  year,  so  as  to  bring  the  question  annu- 
ally before  the  House,  was  concurred  in  by  yeas 
and  nays — for  the  amendment  109,  against  it  16, 
as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Atheiton,  Baer,  Barbour, 
Bassett,  Baylies,  Bennett,  BeUs,  Blount,  Boss,  Brad- 
bury, Bredtenridge,  Brigham,  Brooks,  Brown,  Bryan, 
Burnside,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clarke 


of  North  Carolina,  Clopton«  Comatock,  Conner,  Cxaw* 
ford,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Desha,  Forsyth, 
GUsgow,  Goldsborough,  Goodvmi,  Griffin,  Hahn, 
Hale,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Heister,  Henderson,  Herbert, 
Huger,  Hungerford,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania.  Jackson, 
JohnsonofViiginia,  Johnson  of  Kentocky,  Kent,  Kerr 
of  Virginia,  Lewis,  Love,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyie, 
Lyon,  Maday,  Mayrant,  M cKee,  McLean  of  Kentuc- 
ky, McLean  of  Ohio,  Mnrfree,  Nelson  of  Viiginia, 
Newton,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleas* 
ants,  Powell,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rke,  Roane,  Root,  Ross, 
Roggies,  Savage,  Sheifey,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard, 
Stanford,  Steams,  Strang,  Taggart,  Tste,  Taul,  Tay* 
lor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfiiir,  Thomas,  Throop,Twhai^ 
Veae,  WaUaee,  Wardof  Mseaadraaetts,  Ward  of  New 
To^  Ward  of  New  Jna^,  W^eaton,  Whiteside, 
Wilcox,  Wilde,  WiUiama^  WiUonghhgr,  William  Wil* 
eon.  Woodward,  Wright,  Yanc^,  and  Yates. 

Nays— Messn.  Birdsall,  Birdsaye,  Gaston,  Gold, 
Hammond,  Hanson,  Hopkinson,  Jewett,  Middleton, 
Mills,  Milnor,  Seigeant,  Smith  of  Pennsylvaniat  Weyi- 
dover,  Wilkin,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Mr.  Habdin  then  renewed  the  motion,  which 
he  had  siade  without  success  in  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  amend  the  resolution  so  as  to 
declare  it  expedient  to  repeal  immediately  the  di- 
rect tax,  and  thereon  demanded  the  yeas  aa4 

navs« 

Mr.  Dbsba  spoke  a  few  words  to  correct  a  mis- 
apprehension of  the  reporter,  from  not  being  able 
to  bear  Mr.  D.  distinctly  on  a  former  day,  when 
the  motion  was  made  to  reduce  the  direct  tax. 
He  was  desirous  to  reduce  the  direct  tax,  and  to 
make  it  annual,  but  not  to  abolish  it  at  present. 

Mr.  Ro88  also  rose  for  a  similar  purpose.  He 
was  now  understood  to  say  that  he  would  not 
object  to  a  direct  tax,  if  necessary  to  defray  the 
reasonable  expenses  of  the  Government;  but,  be- 
lieving it  might  be  dispensed  with  without  detri- 
ment to  the  public  interest,  he  should  rote  for  its 
repeal. 

Mr.  BTANroBO  inveighed  against  the  whole 
system  of  taxation  in  very  severe  terms,  and  in 
still  more  severe  terms  inveh^hed  against  the  doc- 
trines which,  during  the  discussion,  had  been 
broached  by  certain  ministerial  members.  Doc- 
trines which,  he  said,  if  republican,  must  be  re- 
publican after  a  new  fashion — and  if  federal,  were 
ultra-federal,  and  not  at  all  of  the  old  kind.  It 
WM  not  amiss  at  times  to  refer  to  first  principles; 
he  thought  it  would  be  well  if  the  House  would 
remember  what  they  were,  and  what  our  {jreedom 
was,  as  understood  bj  those  who  purchased  it. 
The  strongest  feature  in  the  character  of  our 
fathers^  he  said,  was  insurgency  against  taxes,  and 
he  recited  the  various  insurrections  which  had 
taken  place  on  that  particular  score,  from  the  fust 
opposition  to  British  taxation,  up  to  the  present 
day.  He  then  directed  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  certain  iojunctions  which  passed  the  Virginia 
Convention,  when  the  Constitution  was  adopted, 
and  which  were  annexed  as  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  by  a  committee.  These  he  said, 
enjoined  that  no  standing  army  or  body  of  regular 
troops  should  in  time  of  peace  be  kept  in  the  iJni- 
ted  States  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds 
of  both  Houses  of  Congress.    He  read  the  pro- 
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vision  from  "  the  debates  of  the  Virginia  Conven- 
tion"— and  he  read  the  names  of  those  who  formed 
that  committee,  and  who  made  a  constellation  of 
patriots,  such  he  said  as  had  not  since  appeared 
in  the  United  States.  Amoo^  them  were  the 
names  of  Wythe,  Matthew,  Patrick  Henry,  George 
Mason,  and  Mr.  Monroe.  And  yet  gentlemen 
now  advised  the  adoption  of  thai  very  measure 
which  those  patriots  solemnly  interdicted.  He 
observed,  that  when  be  first  took  a  seat  in  that 
House  he  had  on  either  side  of  him  old  Revolu- 
tionary men  of  high  patriotic  character.  If  he 
looked  forward,  he  had  them  before  him— if  be 
looked  back  he  saw  them  behind  him.  So  that, 
being  yoang  at  the  time,  he  coald  not  help  feeling 
conscious  that  he  was  too  green  to  sit  among 
such  personages.  But  now  he  looked  in  vain  for 
them ;  they  were  gone,  and  had  left  very  few  like 
them— <orry  indeed  was  he  to  say  that  they  bad 
not  left  their  principles  with  their  sons.  Deeply 
did  he  regret  to  hear  such  doctrines  as  were  now 
in  vogoe,  from  their  successors-nloctrines  which 
they  would  not  have  dared  at  that  time  to  avow. 
He  admired  the  candor  of  Mr.  Calhoun— never 
indeed  was  candor  more  truly  admirable — for  that 
gentleman  had  unequivocally  pronounced  an  ex- 
ecration opon  all  those  who  should  not  agree  to 
erect  fortifications  immediately — forthwith  ;  and 
the  venerable  patriots  whose  names  he  had  just 
read-^to  wit :  Wythe,  Matthew,  Henry,  Mason, 
and  Monroe,  were  unquestionably  objects  of  that 
execration,  and  so  was  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  so 
were  the  biest  and  greatest  men  this  country  had 
produced,  for  they  purposely  rejected  fortifications, 
and  chose  to  rely,  for  the  country's  defence,  on 
the  courage  and  hardihood  of  the  people.  But 
they  were  Republicans  in  heart — they  had  no 
wild  notions  about  conquests,  and  national  energy 
and  military  glory,  and  all  that  mischievous  trum* 
pery  that  entered  so  much  into  the  character  of 

Sntlemen's  policy  in  these  new  days.  As  to 
r.  Jefferson,  once  the  object  of  those  gentlemen's 
admiration  as  well  as  the  corner  stone  of  their 
ascendency  and  elevation  to  power,  he  was  sunk 
in  their  feelings — he  was  dead*— nay,  he  was  more 
than  dead,  for  he  and  his  principles  were  spurned 
by  them.  He,  whose  word  was  once  bowed  to  by 
them  as  wisdom  and  law,  was  now  con4emned  by 
them  as  a  visionary  theorist.  Yes,  that  man  who 
more  than  any  man,  except  Washikoton,  bad 
been  consecrated  with  the  veneration  and  confi- 
dence of  the  public,  and  to  whose  popularity  those 
very  persons  owed  their  situation  in  public  trust, 
was  now  disregarded  by  them. 
Mr.  S.  then  read  from  a  public  journal  of  that 

geriod  a  paper  written  at  the  close  of  Jefferson's 
rst  term  ot  Administration,  in  which  the  policy 
of  his  conduct  was  delineated,  and  from  which  it 
appeared  that  the  pride  of  that  policy  and  the 
glory  of  Mr.  Jefferson  was  directly  the  reverse  of 
that  which  seemed  to  animate  our  new  politicians. 
The  diminution  of  public  expenses,  the  reduction 
of  the  Army,  the  abolition  of  internal  taxes  and 
the  consequent  discharge  of  five  hundred  officers — 
in  a  word,  peace  and  economy— those  were  what 
Mr.  Jefferson,  and  his  friends,  and  his  panegyrists 
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maintained  to  be  true  national  glory.  If,  not  to 
follow  the  system  now  proposed,  deserved  execra- 
tion, surely  tenfold  execration  was  due  to  those 
whose  policy  was  such  as  that  paper  described. 

Mr.  S.  then  showed  the  fblly  of  proposing  to 
fortify  our  shores — they  were  too  extensive  to  be 
fortified  by  anything  but  the  arms  of  the  people. 
Nor  was  there  any  call  for  it-~even  in  the  last 
war,  what  mischief  did  the  British  do  along  our 
seaboard,  except  that  disgraceful  affair  to  us  the 
burning  of  Washington,  that  would  justify  sneh 
a  system  of  extrataeance?    Along  shore,  they 
burned  barns,  and  robbed  hen-houses ;  and  when 
negroes  ran  away  to  them,  they  took  them-— bat 
they  did  nothing  else;  and  he  recommended  to 
gentlemen  the  consideration  that  there  was  notfainff 
tbey  could  do  in  their  proposed  system  that  would 
not  be  a  reproach  to  toeir  own  past  profitssionh. 
They  were  actually  taking  a  summerset  over  the 
heads  of  the  Federalists  and  running  on  far  before 
them.    From  the  Administrations  of  WASBiif^ 
TON.  or  even  of  Mr.  Adams,  no  examples  could 
be  aildueed  of  their  resorting  to  such  energies  as 
these.    And  for  his  part  he  did  not  understand 
what  could  be  meant  by  building  up  armies  on 
possibilities.    We  had  nothing  to  fear— -an  ocean 
of  three  thousand  miles  rolled  between  Burope 
and  our  country— and  there  was  no  nation  con- 
tiguous from  which  we  could  apprehend  danger. 
Mr.  S.  then  read  several  passages  from  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  the  Virginia  Assembly, 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Madison  as  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee, in  which  they  expressed  their  alarm  at  the 
danger  which  the  liberties  of  the  country,  incurred 
by  Mr.  Adams's  raising  an  army,though  he  himself 
was  now  (in  an  universal  peace  too)  for  calling 
out  a  greater  number — and  deprecated  the  burdens 
on  the  people,  at  that  time,  thoueh  they  amounted 
only  to  three  dollars  a  head— white  he  now  urged 
taxes  that  would  amount  to  more  than  five  dollars 
a  head.    And  Mr.  8.  stated  it  as  a  circumstance 
characteristic  of  the  views  of  those  in  power,  as 
well  as  of  the  acquiescence  of  the  people  of  this 
country  under  imposture,  that,  while  in  Fradte 
they  paid  but  five  dollars,  ann  in  England  but 
five  and  a  half— we  in  this  country  paid  rather 
more  than  five,  taking  all  taxes  together. 

Mr.  S.  then  read  a  passage  from  WABflitv^- 
ton'b  Farewell  Address  to  the  people  of  America. 
•*Why,"  said  the  Father  of  his  Country, "  why 
*  forego  the  advantages  of  so  peculiar  a  situlitioik  ? 
'  why  quit  our  own,  to  stand  upon  foreign  ground? 


'  est,  humor,  or  caprice?"  We  profess  to  be  free, 
(said  Mr.  S.)  and  yet  at  every  step  we  take  we 
identify  ourselves  with  monarchists.  I  am  glad, 
however  that  gentlemen  are  so  very  frank  and 
open  in  their  avowals,  and  that  they  with  so  little 
disguise  acknowledge  their  entire  renunciation 
of  their  old  principles. 

Mr.  BuRNSioE  said  he  rose  under  great  embar- 
rassment to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  for 
a  very  few  minutes. 

A  resolution  has  been  reported  by  the  Com- 
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mittee  of  Wajrs  and  Means  for  laving  a  direct 
tax  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  it  was  pro- 
posed to  amend  the  resolotion,so  as  to  declare  it 
inexpedient  to  hare  a  direct  tax. 

The  proposition  was  plain  and  simple  ;  bat  the 
discussion  had  inroired  not  only  the  past,  but  the 
future  policy  of  this  GoTernment.    In  the  latter 
point  of  view,  the  question  was  extremely  impor- 
tant and  well  worthv  the  most  serious  consider- 
ation of  the  National  Legislature.    His  obserTa- 
tions,  he  said,  would  be  principally  confined  to 
the  course  and  policy  this  CrOTernment  should 
now  pursue.    Much  had  been  said  by  the  hon- 
orable ffcntleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph) 
and  others,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  about 
members  being  influenced  by  the  patronage  cre- 
ated by  the  Army,  and  the  system  of  taxes  con« 
templated  by  the  Government.    He  did  not  feel 
the  application  of  those  observations  to  himself; 
he  had  no  relatives  to  serve;  his  friends  were  in 
no  other  way  connected  with  this  Government 
than  that  of  private  citizens.    There  was  not  in 
the  district  which  he  had  the  honor  to  represent, 
one  solitary  citizen  holding  an  office  at  this  time 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  States.    He  did  not 
mention  these  things  at  present  in  any  other  point 
of  view,  Of  with  any  other  object,  than  to  show 
that  he  was  not  influenced  by  any  sordid  motive, 
and  if  the  policy  he  wished  this  Government  to 
pursue  was  wrong,  it  arose  from  an  error  in 
judgment,  and  not  from  any  personal  or  selfish 
feeling.    His  object  solely  was  to  secure  the  high 
and  honorable  standing  of  this  happy  country, 
and  to  continue  this  Government  in  a  situation 
to  preserve  peace  and  to  resist  aggression.    It  had 
been  fully  demonstrated,  in  the  course  of  this 
discussion,  that  to  keep  up  the  present  Army  of 
ten  thousand  men— to  produce  a  gradual  increase 
of  the  Navy — to  put  our  fortifications  in  a  proper 
state  of  defence,  and  to  sink  the  national  debt, 
this  tax  was  necessary.  Was  this  course  of  policy 
wron|^  1    Ten  thousand  men  were  not  more  than 
sufficient  for  the  garrison  duty  of  this  country. 
It  was  but  the  mere  skeleton  of  an  army.    They 
would  scarcely  be  sufficient  for  sentinels  along 
our  northern  frontier.    It  was  idle  to  talk  about 
this  number  being  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of 
this  country.    Gentlemen  talk  of  five  thousand 
under  former  Administrations— ten  thousand  was 
not  more  at  this  time  than  five  thousand  former- 
Iv,  when  we  consider  the  vast  increase  of  wealth, 
the  extended  territory  of  the  country,  and  the 
great  increase  of  population.    He  had  no  inten- 
tion of  making  this  nation  a  military  Govern- 
ment; but  if  the  Army  was  to  be  reduced,  it 
must  inevitably  follow  that  many  of  the  present 
important  and  necessary  fortifications  will  fall 
into  ruins. .  He  wisbeu  to  avoid  the  situation 
many  of  them  were  in  at  the  commencement  of 
the  late  war.    The  militia  most  certainly  are  the 
great  military  bulwark  of  this  nation ;  to  them 
the  country  must  look  in  all  great  struggles;  but 
you  cannot  call  them  out  to  perform  p^arrison 
duty  in  time  of  peace.    It  was  a  prodigious  loss 
to  tne  yeomen  of  the  country,  to  be  absent  three 
or  six  months  from  their  farms,  their  families^ 


and  their  homes ;  and  it  was  infinitely  more  to 
their  advantage  to  pay  a  small  tax  to  support  the 
necessary  army.  As  to  the  national  debt,  he  was 
extremely  desirous  to  sink  it  as  fast  as  possible ; 
at  the  same  time  not  to  put  any  unnecessary  bur- 
den upon  the  people.  There  was  no  honesty  or 
political  wisdom  m  leaving  a  largje  national  oebt 
upon  our  posterity,  when  a  considerable  part  of 
it  could  be  easily  paid  by  ourselves.  But  look, 
said  he,  at  the  situation  of  your  national  enemy. 
There  never  was  a  period  in  the  history  of  Great 
Britain  when  she  possessed  such  a  disposable 
force,  and  such  powerful  means  of  annoyance,  as 
at  the  present  time.  France  was  humbled  in  the 
dust.  She  will  probably  withdraw  her  powerful 
army  from  France,  and  she  might  as  well  sup- 
port that  army  in  Canada  as  in  England.  Would 
gentlemen  calculate  on  her  magnanimity  ?  We 
were  her  competitors  in  commerce,  in  manufac- 
tures, in  the  arts.  She  viewed  us  with  jealousy 
and  hatred ;  and  he  would  ask  gentlemen  to  point 
to*  a  solitary  instance  in  the  history  of  that  na- 
tion, where  she  was  governed  by  any  other  mo- 
tive than  that  of  self-aggrandizement  ? 

He  bhould  also  be  in  mvor  of  a  very  consider- 
able increase  of  the  Navy — not  that  he  wished  to 
see  a  great  number  of  snips  in  immediate  com- 
mission. He  wished  additional  ships-of-war  to 
be  built — ^a  large  supply  of  necessary  timber  to  be 
procured  for  the  construction  of  others,  and  every 
kind  of  naval  stores  in  the  possession  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, so  that  ships  could  be  immediately  con- 
structed, if  the  exigencies  of  the  country  required 
'it.  It  would  be  well  that  fortifications  should 
be  erected  and  improved  along  our  whole  sea- 
board, as  well  as  our  northern  boundary.  The 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  the  Chesapeake,  and 
the  Delaware,  New  York  and  Boston,  should  be 
fortified  and  strengthened,  as  well  as  many  inter- 
mediate points.  He  would  have  the  seaboard  so 
strong  that  an  enemy  would  meet  with  resistance 
at  the  threshold.  We  are  charged  by  honorable 
gentlemen  with  changing  our  principles.  He 
denied  that  the  Repubucan  party  of  this  country 
had  changed  their  principles.  The  situation  ot 
Europe  had  changed,  and  our  measures  should 
be  calculated  to  meet  that  change.  But  a  change 
of  measures  was  not  a  change  of  principles. 
When  a  navy  was  formerly  wished  by  some 
men  in  this  country,  it  was  not  necessary  to  pre- 
serve our  existence  as  a  nation.  It  would  have 
been  burdensome,  and  we  flourished  without  it. 
Great  Britain  had  then  use  for  her  navy  near 
herself.  France,  Spain,  Holland,  and  Denmark, 
had  considerable  navies.  She  required  nearly 
her  whole  force  to  watch  her  neighbors,  and  they 
watched  each  other;  but  now  the  navies  of  France, 
Spain,  Holland,  and  Denmark,  were  either  pos- 
sessed by  Great  Britain,  or  had  disappeared  from 
the  ocean.  In  short,  a  navy  was  not  at  that  time 
wanted  by  this  country.  The  present  time  was 
most  favorable  for  the  constructing  ships-of-war 
for  this  rising  and  growing  nation.  We  bad  the 
advanuge  ol  experience.  We  know  the  precise 
force  of  British  ships-of-war  of  every  class,  and 
it  would  be  the  policy  of  this  Government,  ia  the 
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eoDstractJOD  of  ships,  to  have  each  class  superior 
to  that  of  the  British,  so  as  to  secure  victory, 
should  they  ever  come  in  contact. 

Bot,  suppose  we  hare  a  surplus  reTenoe  over 
the  expenditures  eontemplatea  by  this  Gk>vern<> 
ment  at  the  present  time^  are  there  not  ways  and 
means  of  appropriating  it  to  great  national  ad- 
Tantage  ?  Are  not  national  roads  much  wantedt 
Are  not  canals  almost  indispensably  necessary  ? 
He  believed  it  to  be  the  interest  of  this  Grorern- 
ment  to  turn  their  attention  particularly  to  these 
snbjeets. 

It  would  be  the  interest  of  his  constituents  to 
pay  a  direct  tax  to  assist  in  cutting  a  canal  from 
the  Chesapeake  to  the  Delaware ;  and  he  had  no 
doubt  they  would  most  cheerfully  pay  it  for  that 
object.  If,  then,  this  view  of  the  policy  to  be 
pursued  by  this  nation  is  correct,  taxes  are  indis- 
pensably necessary,  and,  if  necessary,  the  people 
were  prepared  to  pay  them.  The  people  were 
enlig|htened  and  intelligent,  and  well  understood 
the  situation  of  their  country,  and  would  no  doubt 
submit  with  cheerfulness  to  any  moderate  bur- 
dens that  might  be  imposed.  The  direct  tax  was 
tbe  most  equal  of  all  others  that  could  be  devised 
or  levied  on  the  people  of  the  United  States;  it 
operated  equally  on  the  North  and  the  South,  the 
Bast  and  the  West*— every  State  paid  in  propor- 
tion to  its  population,  and  every  citizen  paid  in 
proportion  to  the  extent  and  value  of  his  real 
property.  No  other  ux  could  be  devised  that 
would  unite  those  great  advantages  of  equality. 
Gentlemen  had  called  our  attention  to  the  situa- 
tion of  the  country  before  the  late  war.  It  was 
painful  to  look  at  our  humbled  situation  at  that 
period.  Our  commerce  was  the  sport  and  prey 
of  nearly  every  natioa  in  Europe.  England  and 
Francet  pretending  to  retaliate  on  each  other, 
nearly  swept  our  nag  from  the  ocean.  Little 
Denmark  suffered  her  cruisers  to  capture  our 
ships,  and  thooffht  our  commerce  fair  game ;  and 
even  the  Neapolitans  could  not  resist  the  tempta- 
tion, and  came  in  for  a  small  share  of  the  spoil. 
It  was  impossible  for  this  country  to  be  in  a  more 
miserable  and  degraded  situation. 

But  mark  the  contrast.  See  your  presentproud 
pre-eminence.  Where  is  the  Power  in  Europe 
that  does  not  respect  you— that  dare  commence 
the  same  system  of  spoliation  and  injustice  ? 

The  national  character  of  this  country  stands 
pre-eminently  high.  You  have  acquired  national 
glory,  and  where  is  the  honorable-minded  man 
that  is  not  proud  of  the  exalted  situation  of  his 
country  ?  It  was  his  sincere  and  ardent  wish  to 
maintain  this  dignified  and  honorable  character, 
this  high  and  exalted  situation,  as  the  best  pledge 
of  peace  and  happiness. 

My  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Hopkihsoit)  has 
exercised  the  whole  extent  of  his  ingenuity  to 
find  out  what  we  have  lost  by  the  war,  and  un- 
fortunately for  him  and  his  friends  he  has  hit 
upon  the  fisheries.  He  perceived  that  his  col- 
league meant  the  right  of  drying  fish  on  the 
islands  in  the  possession  of  the  British  and  on 
their  main  shore,  not  the  right  of  fishing  on  the 
great  bank.    If  the  people  of  that  part  of  our 


country  had  been  blest  with  the  spirit  of  the 
West;  if  they  had  not  thrown  immense  difficul- 
ties in  the  way  of  the  national  arms,  they  would 
not  have  this  trifling  solitary  matter  to  complain 
about.  They  may  thank  themselves,  and  the 
shameful  policy  and  conduct  they  pursued,  for 
their  loss  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  M<Abe  said  that  the  question  in  itself,  sep- 
arate from  the  arguments  which  had  been  intro- 
duced upon  it,  was  a  very  unimportant  one;  but 
the  doctrines  which  some  gentlemen  had  broached 
in  discussing  it.  must  produce  the  most  weiffhty 
bad  effects  on  tne  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the 
country.  Thinking  it  probable  that  from  this 
very  discussion  historians  would  hereafter  com- 
mence their  accounts  of  a  new  era  in  this  coun- 
try, he  considered  it  his  duty  to  give  his  vote  in 
that  way  which  was  most  likely  to  avert  evil, 
and  promote  the  interests  of  the  country.  Gkn- 
tlemen  talked  of  being  guided  to  their  new  pro- 
jects by  experience,  and  had  inferred,  from  the 
miscarriages  in  the  conduct  of  Government^  a 
defect  in  the  Constitutional  system ;  but,  looking 
to  facts,  it  was  demonstrable  that  incapacity  in 
the  official  departments  of  State  was  the  true 
cause  of  those  miscarriages.  Qen tlemen  ooffht 
not  to  forget  that  while  the  Secretary  at  War 
was  early  furnished  by  Congress  with  everjrthing 
that  he  required  for  carrying  on  the  war,  in  the 
most  unsparing  manner,  the  recruiting  officers 
were  not  turnished  with  the  means  of  proceeding 
upon  their  duty  till  the  succeeding  May.  Ineffi* 
cieney  in  the  administration  of  Grovernment  was 
no  reason  for  resorting  to  a  system  subversive  of 
the  principles  of  that  Government.  But,  gentle- 
men had  said  that  times  were  changed ;  yes,  they 
were — and  they  might  have  added  that  they  them- 
selves were  changed  alon^f  with  the  times;  and 
their  projecu,  if  persisted  in,  would  change  every 
idea  of  Government  established  in  America,  to 
the  pernicious  doctrines  which  have  for  centuries 
prevailed  in  the  Old  World.  The  true  policy  of 
this  country  was  to  preserve  the  moral  power  of 
it-— but  the  tendency  of  the  schemes  of  those  in- 
novators was  to  destroy  the  moral  power,  and  to 
create  an  apathy  in  the  people.  What,  be  asked, 
was  the  cause  of  our  successes  against  the  Eng- 
lish in  the  late  war  1  Why,  they  arose  from  the 
operation  of  a  superior  moral  power  upon  the 
people ;  the  Americans  having  rought  for  every- 
thing that  was  dear  to  them,  while  the  English 
fought  only  for  objects  in  which  they  were  not 
at  all  personally  interested.  Without  exception, 
all  the  events  of  history  showed  that  those  who 
were  most  conspicuous  in  deeds  of  arms,  were 
those  whose  interest  were  most  intermingled  with 
the  objects  at  stake.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
French  Revolution,  it  was  the  increase  of  the 
moral  power  arising  from  the  objecu  they  had  in 
view,  which  enabled  that  people  tu  perform  such 
prodigies  of  valor  9ls  are  recorded  ol  them.  The 
morai  power  was  the  best  security,  and  the  in- 
crease of  the  physical  power  diminished  that  se- 
curity by  dwindling  the  moral  power.  Mr.  MoK. 
dififered  entirely  from  Mr.  Calbouh's  opinion, 
that  an  apathy  prevailed  in  the  people  of  Amer- 
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iea— or,  if  it  did,  it  respected  domestic  dungen 
only ;  they  litd  shown  their  alacrity  to  meet  the 
British  foe ;  and  there  was  much  more  cause  to 
itear  their  submitting  to  some  home-bred  despot, 
than  their  yielding  to  anv  foreign  attack.  As  a 
proof  of  this,  he  remarkea,  that  when  the  finances 
of  the  country  were  tottering  in  the  late  war— 
when  Go?ernment  were  unable  to  devise  how 
they  should  carry  on  another  campaign,  the  peo* 
pie  never  once  shrunk,  or  uttered  a  word  of  des- 
pondence. No— not  a  man  of  them.  Wfaere^ 
then,  did  their  hopes  rest  ?  Why,  where  it  ought 
to  rest"— on  their  confidence  in  the  moral  power, 
and  consequent  exertions  of  the  nation.  This 
was  the  sole  anchor  on  which  they  relied. 

Mr.  MoKeb  then  directed  his  argument  to  show 
that  all  the  fiscal  difficulties  which  had  ensued 
were  occasioned  not  by  any  indisposition  in  the 
people  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  but 
oy  the  impolicy  and  incapacity  of  Goremment 
as  evinced  in  their  restrictive  system. 

The  course  now  projected  and  developed,  filled 
Mr.  McK.|  he  owned,  with  fears  that  that  great 
rock  of  our  national  safety,  the  moral  power  of 
the  country,  would  be  deserted  and  left  uncher- 
ished.  white  the  physical  would  be  increased*— 
and  tnat  the  consequence  would  foe  the  nation's 
driving  headlong  on  the  same  road  which  led 
those  of  Europe  into  the  gulf  of  ruin ;  and  he 
desired  the  House  to  compare  the  words  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  whose  talents  nevertheless  he  owned  to  be 
superior  to  those  of  any  other  man,  with  the  doc- 
trines now  maintained  here.  Mr.  MoK.,  how- 
ever, owned,  that  while  he  urffed  this,  because  he 
tiiought  it  his  duty  to  do,  he  nad  no  hope  of  its 
producing  any  efiect,  for  he  was  convinced  that 
there  existed  a  pre-determination,  a^tnst  which 
reawm  would  exert  all  its  force  in  vain. 

Mr.  Wright  again  spoke  against  the  taxes 
with  great  earnestness,  and  evident  sincerity. 

Mr.  Qaston  said,  that  he  would  be  glad  to  re- 
peal the  direct  tax,  because  he  thought  it  oppres- 
uve,  if  he  could  reconcile  it  to  his  conceptions  of 
the  interest  of  the  country  to  do  so— but,  consid- 
ering that,  with  such  a  heavy  debt  as  the  conn- 
try  was  pledged  for,  a  vigorous  system  of  finance 
was  absolutely  necessary,  he  was  unwilling  to 
decline  his  share  of  the  responsibility,  whatever 
it  might  be,  annexed  to  granting  the  taxes  for 
that  purpose. 

But  wnile  be  thus  voted  for  the  taxes  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
he  thought  himself  entitled  to  state  the  purposes 
to  which  he  conceived  they  ought  to  be  applied*-* 
and  this  he  would  do  in  the  words  of  Sir  Fletcher 
Norton,  who,  when  placed  in  a  situation  and  in 
circumstances  which  laid  his  chief  hopes  at  the 
mercy  of  the  Crown,  had  the  virtue^  when  present- 
ing the  civil  list  bill  to  the  Kioe  of  Great  Britain, 
to  tell  him  ^*  it  was  hoped  that  what  the  Commons 
had  given  cheerfully  His  Majesty  would  spend 
wisely."  In  other  words  Mr.  Q.  thought  he  had 
a  riff bt  to  demand,  that  with  respect  to  the  grants 
of  the  House,  there  should  be  not  only  wisdom 
in  selecting  the  means,  but  economy  observed  in 
the  application  of  them. 


He  would  tell  them  that  he  did  not  vote  this 
money  for  the  prosecution  of  wild  schemes  of 
erratic  chivalry.  He  did  not  vote  it  with  a  view 
to  run  in  the  race  of  glory,  nor  to  divert  the  citi- 
zens of  the  Republic  from  the  occupations  of 
honest  industry  to  military  pursuits.  He  wished 
them  to  remain  what  they  are.  The  only  change 
he  desired  in  them,  was  to  be  more  industrious-- 
but  not  in  the  military  life. 

Nor  did  he  vote  it  tor  the  purpose  of  enahlinff 
Government  to  run  the  brilliant  career  whi^ 
gentlemen  had  proposed,  of  extensive  improve* 
ments  in  military  roads  and  canals.  The  Gov- 
ernment, he  observed,  was  confederated  for  certain 
general  objects,  and  ouffht  to  leave  those  improve- 
ments to  the  municipal  regulations  of  the  partic- 
ular States. 

Nor  did  he  vote  for  it  because  war  was  inevita- 
ble, as  some  gentlemen  had  insinuated.  He  did  not 
coincide  in  opinion  with  those  ffentlemen  who 
thought  it  was;  and  he  thought  there  was  much 
danger  in  giving  indulgence  to  such  sentiments ; 
for,  the  moment  one  nation  viewed  another  as  a 
natural  enemy,  its  conduct  inevitably  began  to 
partake  of  that  feeling,  and  endless  causes  of  hos- 
tility would  arise.  But  he  would  indulge  the 
hope  that  the  councils  of  both  countries  would  be 
animated  by  a  superior  spirit-*a  spirit  of  mag- 
nanimity and  mutual  tolerance;  and  that  the 
two  families  would  not  weaken  their  strength  by 
groundless  inefiectual  struggles  with  each  other. 

In  short,  he  voted  with  a  riew,  in  the  first  p&ace^ 
to  a  vigorous  system  of  defence  for  the  country, 
by  permanent,  safe  and  Constitutional  means  >  not 
by  armies,  but  by  extending  the  Navy— and,  in 
the  next  place,  with  a  view  to  the  payment  of  the 
national  debt.  That  ought  to  be  discharged,  he 
said,  as  speedily  as  possible^for  it  hun^  like  a 
mill-stone  about  the  neck  of  the  country,  incapa- 
citating it  from  vigorous  exertion.  This  season 
of  peace  he  observed,  ought  to  be  nude  use  of  for 
the  purpose ;  the  debt  must  be  paid  some  time, 
and  that  being  the  case,  the  sooner  it  was  paid 
the  better ;  for,  if  an  evil  was  to  be  encountered, 
it  ought  never  to  be  postponed. 

These,  Mr.  G.said,  were  the  purposes  for  which 
he  voted  for  this  system  of  finance.  He  was  the 
onlv  one  of  the  members  from  his  State  who 
took  up  that  responsibility ;  and  he  did  so  with 
a  thorough  conviction  that  he  was  doing  his 
duty ;— but,  doing  it  alone,  he  had  a  right  to  de- 
mand of  gentlemen  some  little  economy.  Econ- 
omy had  ever  been  a  principal  ingredient  in  the 
ways  and  means  of  the  greatest  statesmen— and 
a  favorite  maxim  of  Burke's,  which  he  would  re- 
commend to  the  consideration  of  the  honorable 
gentlemen  who  conducted  our  financial  concerns, 
was,  fnagmtm  ut  veetigal  paninumia.  By  par- 
simony, in  his  construction  of  this  maxim,  he 
did  not  understand  an>[thing  sordid,  contracted 
or  mean,  but  plainly  this:  "there  is  no  revenue 
equal  to  a  liberal  and  discreet  economy." 

And  here,  Mr.  G.  held  up  the  report  of  the 
Treasury,  and  pointing  to  a  particular  sheet  of  it, 
said :  It  is  melancholy  to  look  at  this  balance 
sheet'— it  proves  how  deficient  our  GK>verniaent 
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has  been  in  hosbnading  the  resooreea  of  Che  eonn- 
tiy.  If  these  balances  are  due,  as  no  doubt  tbey 
are.  oar  GoTernment  is  ioezcnsabie  in  not  com- 
pelling those  concerned  to  render  an  account  of 
them.  There  it  not  a  department  of  Gk)Temment 
whose  accounts  would  be  reeeired,  nor  is  there  a 
Toucher  among  them  that  would  he  admitted  in 
a  settlement  between  any  gentleman  and  his  orer* 
seer*  This  money  which  the  House  is  now  Tot- 
ing maT  also  be  prodigally  squandered  away,  and 
to  speak  my  mind,  I  Tery  much  fear  that  a  great 
part  of  it  will  be  so ;  yet  I  do  not  think  that  I 
should  be  justified  in  withholding  it  upon  that 
presumption. 

Mr.  KAMDOLPB  rose,  he  said,  not  to  repeat  the 
trespass  he  had  already  so  frequently,  during  the 
discussion  of  the  reTenue  system,  committM  on 
the  politeness  of  the  House,  but  to  redeem  him- 
self from  an  apparent  inconsistency  in  the  Tote 
he  was  about  to  giTe — he  rose,  but  to  explain. 

If  GoTernmeat  required  any' other  supplies  than 
those  already  granted,  and  he  was  bound  to  decide 
between  the  raising  of  it  by  a  direct  tax,  and  by 
internal  taxes,  he  would  prefer  the  former— be- 
cause he  was  cooTinced  tnat  the  principle  of  in- 
ternal taxation,  if  once  let  to  slip  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  House,  would  be  gone  forcTcr  from  their 
grasp. 

He  dissented  from  Mr.  Gaoton'b  doctrine  about 
paying  off  the  public  debt;  and  he  acknowledged 
with  nlm,  that  the  way  to  meet  an  enemy,  was 
to  confront  him  directly ;  but  how  true  socTer 
that  might  be  in  the  case  of  a  conflict  between 
man  and  man,  it  was  not  true  of  a  financial  diffi- 
culty, and  he  put  it  to  Mr.  Gaston  to  say,  whe- 
ther there  were  not  instances  in  which  it  would 
be  madness  to  pay  off  a  portion  of  a  debt  unne* 
cessarilT* 

The  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  QABTon)  had 
spoken  of  economy,  and  said  that  he  was  cheerod 
by  the  prcnnise.of  tne  obairmim  of  the  Commitlee 
of  Ways  and  Means  that  a  system  of  aecoontn- 
bililr  was  about  to  be  iatrodueed;  bat  he  would 
telihoih.  those,  gentlemen,  that,  to  use  the  words 
of  a  rule  in  grammar,  we  should  alwaTs  find  our- 
selTes  t»  thejkture  m  nua— *we  sbowd  aeTer  be 
nearer  than  about  to  be.  No,  no-^be  knew  those 
eoneeraed  better.  There  were  too  many  inter- 
ested in  keeping  up  the  disease,  for  any  one  who 
knew  them,  reasonably  to  hope  for  a  cure.  We 
are  corrupted,  said  he,  we  are  corrupted  with 
our  own  money.  The  purchaser  is  here*  About 
to  hsTe  acountabtlity,  indeed !  when  the  finger 
of  contempt  is  pointed  at  any  man  who  dares  to 
speak  of  accounting.  I  haTe  seen  a  man  laughed 
at,  for  only  talking  of  the  corruption  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Department. 

He  then  stated,  that  it  was  his  ioteotion  on 
Monday,  or  whenerer  the  House  meant  to  act 
upon  the  measure  now  under  consideration,  to 
demonstrate,  not  to  mathematical,  but  to  moral 
certainty,  that  thei'e  is  money  enough  without 
this  tax,  to  support  the  GoTemment — not,  indeed, 
to  support  its  extravagance — not  to  support  its 
nepohmn — not  to  support  its  abuses— but  to  up- 
hold it.  in  the  situation  in  which  it  was  wont  to 


be  upheld,  before  this  general  solution  of  morals, 
that  has  come  upon  us ;  as  it  was  under  Jefpbrsoh 
and  WA8BiifOTOff — to  pay  the  interest  of  the 
public  debt,  and  to  redeem  the  principal  as  soon 
as  it  had  ever  been  thought  adTisable  to  redeem 
it,  before  certain  new  financiers  found  it  couTe? 
nient  to  think  otherwise.  ^  TSmeo  DanaMf^  said 
he,  I  shrewdly  suspect,  that  they  hare  no  just  Tiew 
in  this  violent  haste,  all  at  once  to  pay  off  the 
debts,  which,  till  now,  thoT  were  well  enouffh 
satisfied  to  leave  to  the  regular  course  of  liquida- 
tion. 

Mr.  R.  said  that  he  was  willing  to  support  the 
Navy,  and  to  increase  it  from  time  to  time,  to  a 
degree  commensurate  with  the  necessities  of  the 
country— to  put  into  the  hands  of  every  militia- 
man, at  once,  a  musket  and  a  bible-— in  order  to 
arm  him  with  moral  and  physical  force.  He 
would  also  keep  the  existing  fortifications  in  re- 
pair ;  and  I  will  demonstrate,  said  he,  *that,  for 
all  these  purposes,  there  are  now;  ample  fnads^ 
but,  I  will  not,  therefore,  agree,  tnat  because  the 
ordnance  has  undeigone  some  dilantdations,  a 
million  of  dollars  shall  be  given — ana  that  forth- 
with— to  increase  it :  or  that  while  some  objects 
are  left  HDprovided  for,  others  shall  be  starved  or 
nefflected. 

After  s])ecifyinff  some  particular  points,  upon 
which  he  intended  to  animadvert  on  Monday,  he 
declared  that  he  should  not  be  as  liberal  as  Mr. 
Gastom  was,  on  this  occasion ;  he  would  require 
security— an  endorser.  That  gentleman,  he  said, 
was  out  in  his  reckoning,  if  he  thought  that  Gov- 
ernment  could  be  brou^t  to  account,  by  any  pro- 
visions they  oould make. for  the  purpose;  for  his 
part,,  he  would  not  give  a  peppercorn  for  their 
accountability.  Who  is  your  auditor  f  Who 
is  your  comWoller?— he  exclaimed^  Do  you 
expect  any  eoectoal  control  i>ver«an  Administra- 
tion, through  the  medium  ofmen  who  hold  their 
offices  by  its  pft,  and  are  dependent  on  its  will 
and  pleasure?  Look  at  your  accounts  I  They 
are  such  accounts  as  no  court  would  receive 
from  a  guardian  or  executor— nor  any  man  of 
common  sens^  receive  from  anv  other  person, 
unless  it  were  in  the  case  of  a  iriend,  to  whom 
he  might  say,  "  PlI  uke  your  word  for  iL"  No, 
no— no  account  can  be  had  from  them,  but  one 
general,  systematic  prostration  of  la  w  aad  morals.^ 

You  cannot  go  even  through  the  ave^vas  of 
this  House,  said  he,  without  meeting  the  public 
despoilers,  with  faces  dressed  in  smiles,  and  bodies 
bending  into  bows;  but  if  you  are  known  to  look 
deeply  into  them — if  you  are  suspected  of  keep- 
ing them  steadily  in  your  eye,  and  of  searching 
them  through— they  look  at  you,  just  as  the 
niffhtly  robber  looks  at  the  honest  mastiff  lying 
before  the  door  which  he  wishes  to  break  open. 
I  know  them — and  the  nation  shall  know  them. 
I  shall  not  be  deterred  by  delicacy— or  etiquettCj 
as  it  is  called— from  putting  home  questions,  on 
this  floor ;  and,  if  those  questions  shall  be  sane* 
tioned  by  the  votes  of  this  House,  I  will  lay  be* 
fore  you  such  a  scene  of  collusion,  corruption, 
and  public  robbery,  as  never  was  brought  to  light 
before,  in  any  age  or  nation.    I  know  what  I  shall 
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bare  to  pay  for  this,  but  I  care  not ;  bad  I  con- 
solted  selfish  policy  or  personal  ease,  I  should 
neTer  have  left  home.  I  know  w^bat  it  is  to  roase 
the  guilty  host;  I  know  what  it  was  to  have 
roused  the  Yazoo  clan,  but  I  despise  them  ail.  I 
know  the  price  I  am  to  pay  for  my  duty — I  know 
that  the  assassin  of  reputation  already  nibs  his 
pen  for  me,  but  that  shall  not  deter  me  from  a 

Proceeding  which  I  owe  to  my  country,  which 
owe  to  myself,  which  I  owe  to  my  GK>d. 
After  a  few  words  against  the  motion  from  Mr. 
WooDWABD,  and  an  ioeffectual  effort  of  Mr.  Har- 
nm,  to  procure  an  adjournmeot,  with  the  view  of 
submitting,  on  Monday,  some  propositions  which, 
if  agreed  to,  would  obviate  the  necessity  of  the 
direct  tax ;  the  question  was  taken  on  the  motion 
to  repeal  the  tax  entirely,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative, as  follows: 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Atherton,  Baer,  Barbour,  Bavlies, 
Blount,  Boss,  Bndboiy,  Breckenridga,  Brigham, 
BxowD,  Bryan,  Cady,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Clarke  of  North  Carolinat  Cooper,  Cnlpoper,  Daven- 

Strt,  Goldsborough,  Hale,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Heister, 
enderson,  Herbert,  Hulbert,  Hungeribrd,  Jackson, 
Jewett,  Kent,  Kiog  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North 
CazoUna,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lovett,  Lyon, 
Mason,  McC<^,  McKee,  MUls,  Moore  of  South  Caroli- 
na, Moseley,  Novas,  Parris,  Pitkin,  Powell,  Randolph, 
Beed,  Reyacrids,  Rice,  Rnggles,  Seigeant,  Sharpe,  8hef- 
fty.  Smith  of  Virginia,  .Stanford,  Steams,  Strong, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tate,  Taul,  Thomas, 
Tose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  York, 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  WUliams,  Wright,  and  Yancey 
—78. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Baker,  Bassett,  Bateman, 
Bennett,  Beits,  Birdsall,  Burdseye,  Brooks,  Bnmaide, 
Bunrelly  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  ChappeU,  Claik  of  Ken., 
Clendennin,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Crawford,  Craighton, 
Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Desha,  Forney,  Gaston,  Glas- 
mw.  Gold,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hahn,  Hall, 
Hammond,  Huger,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Ir- 
win«  of  Pennsylvania,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of 
Virginiay  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Maclay,  Mavrant, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton, 
Milnor,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Newton,  Ormaby,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pleasants, 
Reynolds,  Roane,  Robertson,  Root,  Ross,  Sergeant, 
Savage,  Schenck,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Southard, 
Taylor  of  New  York,  Telfair,  Throop,  Tucker,  Wal- 
lace, Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wendover,  Whiteside, 
Wilde,  WUkin,  WUlonghby,  Thomas  Wilson,  WO- 
liam  Wilson,  Woodward,  and  Yatee— 81. 

Mr.  Pickens  then  made  a  motion  to  amend  the 
resolution  for  coutlnuing  a  direct  tax  of  three 
millions,  so  as  to  reduce  the  tax  from  three  to  two 
millions;  but,  before  the  question  was  taken,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  4. 

Another  member. to  wit:  from  Maryland,  Sam- 
uel Smith,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  LowNDfiB  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Committee  of 


Wavs  and  Means,  enclosing  a  detailed  statement 
of  the  sums  necessarj  for  the  Ordnance  depart-' 
ment  for  the  year  1816.    Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AfiGnirs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Captain 
Charles  Stewart,  late  Commander  of  the  frigate 
^* Constitution,"  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  P. 
reported  a  bill  rewarding  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Constitution  for  the  capture  of  the  British 
sloop-of-war  ** Levant;"  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Grovernor  of  Ohio,  announcing  the  nnan* 
imous  rejection  by  the  Legislature  of  that  State, 
of  the  amendments  proposed  to  the  Constitution 
by  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  subjeet 
of  the  Militia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  paying,  for  the  term  of  six  months, 
the  offieers  and  soldiers  of  the  militia  who  were 
taken  prisoners  at  Fort  Meigs,  in  the  late  war, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Dudley,  who  fell 
in  battle  on  that  occasion. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph  to  inquire  into 
the  causes  of  the  variance  in  amoimt  of  the  state* 
meats  obuined  from  the  Treasury  in  1809,  and 
at  this  time,  in  regard  to  the  receipts  and  expend- 
itures of  the  Grovernment  sinee  the  year  1789, 
was  taken  up  and  agreed  to— no  objection  being 
made  to  it. 

PETITION  OF  R.  M.  POMEROY. 

Mr.  Yancbt,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Ralph  M.  Pome- 
roy;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein 
contained  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

Thst,  on  the  S4th  of  November,  181S,  end  ibr  some 
time  previous  thereto,  the  petitioner  owned  and  occu- 
pied a  dweilittg-honse  in  the  village  of  Bui&lo,  In  the 
State  of  New  York ;  that,  on  the  albiesaid  day,  a  num^ 
ber  of  soldisn  behmging  to  the  United  States  Amy 
came  to  his  house,  broke  it  open»  destroyed  his  furni- 
ture^ and  set  the  House  on  fin  uid  burnt  it.  The  pe- 
titioner prays  of  Congress  to  be  paid  the  vahie  <tf  lue 
house  and  lumiturB. 

It  does  not  appear  to  the  committed  from  the  ex 
parte  evidence  of  the  petitioner,  what  was  the  cause  of 
such  wanton  and  unlawful  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
soldiery.  However  much  it  is  to  be  deprecated  in 
those  who  perpetrated  the  oflenoe,  yet  it  certainly  has 
created  no  obligation,  moral  or  legal,  on  the  Govern- 
ment to  pay  for  the  injuiy.  Tlus  principle  has  often 
been  adopted,  and  is  believed  by  the  committee  to  be 
founded  m  a  wise  and  just  policy.  They  recommend 
to  the  House  the  following  resolution : 

Reeohedt  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

PETITION  OP  COLONEL  SCHUYLER. 

Mr.  Yancey  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Colonel  Peter  P.  Schuyler ;  which  was  read,  and 
the  resolution  therein  contained  was  concurred 
in  by  the  House.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  in  1818,  the  petitioner,  late  a  Colonel  in  the 
thiiteenth  regiment  of  infimtijy  was  sssigned  to  ihm 


877 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


878 


Februabt,  1816. 


Commercial  Beitriciions. 


H.opR. 


reeraittng  Miriee.  the  head*qiiarten  of  whicli  wm  in 
th«  city  of  New  York ;  that  he  received  from  the  De- 
puUDcnt  of  War,  at  aeveral  times,  large  aamfl  of 
money  Ibr  that  purpoee ;  that,  in  the  month  of  An- 
gnat,  1818,  he  pnt  into  the  poet  office,  in  the  city  of 
Neir  York,  two  hundred  dollan,  endoaed  in  a  letter 
addreaaed  to  Major  Joaeph  L.  Smith,  then  at  Litch- 
field, Conneeticnt,  ibr  tlie  reeraiting  aernoe,  and  which 
Major  Smith  informed  him  did  not  reach  him.  The 
petitioner  states  that,  upon  a  settlement  of  his  aecounta 
with  the  Department,  that  sum  has  not  been  allowed 
him,  becanse  he  conld  not  produce  a  receipt  from  Ma- 
jor Smith.  He  asks  of  Congress  to  be  allowed  the 
sum  in  the  settlement  of  his  accoants. 

It  docs  not  appear  to  the  committee  that  the  money 
was  transmitted  to  Major  Smith  by  mail,  by  the  order 
of  the  Department ;  and,  unless  special  orders  for  that 
purpose  had  been  giTen,  tHey  arc  of  opinion  that  the 
liak  of  such  transmission  was  with  the  petitioner,  and 
therefore  he  is  not  entitled  to  relief.  They  recommend 
to  die  House  the  following  reeolution : 

JUaohedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

COMMERCUL  RESTRICTIONS. 

Mr.  KiNGj  of  Massachusetts,  presented  for  con- 
sideration the  following  resolution : 

"  Reaohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
excluding  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States  all  for- 
eign Tessels,  owned  in,  coming  from,  bound  to^  or 
touching  at,  any  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  possessions 
in  the  iVest  Indies,  and  in  the  continent  of  North 
America,  from  which  the  Tessehi  of  the  United  States 
are  exdnded ;  and  of  prohibiting,  or  increasing  the 
duttea  on,  the  importation  in  foreign  Teasels,  of  anv 
aitidea  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufoeture,  of  ncn 
poaseesions." 

Mr.  K.  said,  he  was  induced  to  present  this  res- 
olution, as'  well  from  information  as  to  the  state 
of  the  trade  already  alluded  to,  received  before 
and  since  he  left  that  part  of  the  country  which 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  as  from  his  own 
conviction  of  the  necessity  of  some  legislative 
provision  on  the  subject.    It  is,  said  Mr.  K.,  by 
no  means  the  object  of  this  resolution,  to  revive 
an  eitensive,  odious,  restrictive  system,  or  com- 
mercial warfare  with  Great  Britain  3  but  justly 
to  retaliate  upon  her  some  of  those  embarrass- 
ments, which  her  rigid  colonial  system  is  at  this 
moment  inflicting  upon  us.  When  you  turn  your 
attention  to  that  nation,  you  do  see  in  operation 
one  of  the  most  rigid,  exclusive  colonial  systems 
that  ever  was  adopted  by  any  nation ;  well  di- 
gested and  prepared,  as  to  her  interest,  for  the 
present  state  of  commerce  in  the  world.    I  will 
ask  your  attention  to  its  effects  on  our  country, 
with  relation  to  the  possessions  mentioned  in  the 
resolution ;  for  as  to  our  commerce  with  her  Eu- 
ropean territories,  the  fate  of  that  has  been  deter- 
mined for  four  years,  by  the  commercial  conven- 
tion.   It  will  be  seen  that  Great  Britain  had,  be- 
fore the  formation  of  the  arrangement  with  us, 
secured  to  her  subjects  in  North  America  every 
advantage  in  her  power,  by  securing  to  them  a 
read  V  market  for  every  article  which  they  could 
furnish,  at  a  very  low  duty}  while  on  the  same 


article,  when  imported  in  the  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  even  British  vessels  from  this  coun- 
try, a  duty  is  imposed,  amounting  to  a  prohibition. 
In  relation,  then,  to  this  trade,  all  our  vessels 
are  permanently  excluded  from  her  islands  and 
continental  possessions  in  America.    She  did,  in- 
deed, for  a  time,  offer  one  or.  two  insignificant 
ports  in  the  island  of  Bermuda,  under  great  lim- 
itation, which  we  ouj^ht  to  have  rejected  with 
scorn.    While  the  United  States,  on  the  contra- 
ry, threw  all  their  ports  open  to  British  vessels  of 
every  description.     She  next  selects  from  her 
stores  such  articles  as  are  not  important  to  her, 
and  sends  them  to  the  United  States ;  and  also 
selects,  in  return,  such  articles  as  she  cannot  pro- 
duce or  do  without;  that  is,  she  picks  and  cuUs 
our  market,  as  a  pettjr  shopman  cioes  his  wares; 
and  we  greedily  receive  whatever  she  is  pleased 
to  vouchsafe  (o  us— a  beggar,  like  us,  devours  the 
crumbs  which  fall  from  the  rich  man's  table — we 
ought  to  spurn  such  a  degraded,  such  a  contempt- 
ible traffic.     In  regard,  then,  to  the  direct  trade 
between  the  United  States  and  the  possessions 
named,  the  snbiects  of  Great  Britain  are  the  only 
carriers;  her  ships  from  Great  Britain  may  come 
to  any  of  our  ports  with  full  freights  of  dry  goods; 
with  part  of  the  proceeds  purchase  a  load  of  lum- 
ber, stock,  provisions,  dbc.,  (such  I  mean  as  thej 
choose  to  admit  in  the  islands,)  sell  it  at  their 
islands  at  great  profit,  take  in  a  cargo  of  West 
India  produce,  anu  carry  it  to  any  part  of  Europe, 
giving  them  full  freights  in  three  distinct  voy- 
ages.   And  a  portion  of  our  lumber,  and  pot  and 
pearl  ashes,  will  and  does,  by  Cham  plain  and 
other  waters,  find  their  way  to  the  St.  Lawrencei 
are  bought  up  by  the  British  capitalist  at  his  own 
price,  and  sent  to  a  most  profitable  market  in 
Great  Britain  and  the  West  Indies,  giving  em- 
ployment to  their  ships  and  great  profit  to  their 
merchants.  The  only  way  in  which  lumber,  fish, 
flour,  rice,  dkc.,  in  our  vessels,  find  a  market  in  the 
British  West  Indies,  is  through  some  island  be- 
longing to  some  other  foreign  nation,  less  riffid 
than  Great  Britain  In  her  colonial  system ;  and  in 
the  same  way  we  receive  in  our  ships  some  of  her 
products,  all  loaded  with  additional  freight  and 
insurance,  for  carriage  among  the  islands.  But  of 
this,  miserable  as  it  was,  we  are  in  part  deprived, 
or  attempted  to  be,  by  an  act  of  one  of  her  colo- 
nial assemblies,  made  expressly  against  this  coun- 
trv,  and  no  doubt  the  same  will  be  done  in  other 
islands*    I  allude  to  "An  act  laying  a  duty  on 
certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
into  this  island  (Jamaica)  from  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  other  places,"  passed  the  14th 
November,  1815,  by  which  it  is  enacted,  that, 
from  the  passing  of  that  act,  and  doriof^  its  con- 
tinuance, there  shall  be  levied  and  paid  to  His 
Majesty,  dtc.,  on  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  into  that  island  "from  any  port  or 
'  ports  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  from 
'  any  colony  or  plantation  in  America,  belonging 
'  to,  or  under  the  dominion  of  any  foreign  fifnro- 
*  pean  sovereign,  in  a  state  of  amity  with  His 
*Maje8ty,thefollowiogdaties,vJz.,among  others— 
*  For  every  barrel  of  wheat  flour,  not  weighing 
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*  more  than  196,  Det  weight,  thirteen  shillings 

*  and  four  pence. 

*  For  100  pounds  of  rice,  six  shillings  and  eight 
'  pence. 
'For  every  1,000  shingles^  or  Boston  chips,  not 

*  more  than  twelve  inches  in  lengthy  six  shillings 
'  and  ei^ht  pence."  (About  three  times  the  first 
cost,  being  what  we  call  common  shipping  shin- 


'^l 


*or  every  1,000  shingles  more  than  twelve 
*  inches  inches  in  length,  thirteen  shillings  and 
'  four  pence ;"  (being  more  than  the  value  in  the 
northern  parts  of  this  country.) 

"  For  every  1^00  feet  of  white  and  yellow  pine 
'  lumber  of  all  descriptions,  twenty  shillings ;" 
(which  is  above  half  the  original  cost  in  this 
countrj.) 

Various  other  articles,  on  which  specific  duties 
are  imposed  in  the  same  proportion,  and  an  ad 
valorem  duty  of  ten  per  cent*  on  all  other  articles 
which  they  see  fit  to  admit.  And  information 
has  been  received  that  it  is  their  intention,  in  re- 
lation to  the  article  of  plaster  from  Nova  Scotia, 
to  impose  an  export  duty  on  it  of  five  dollars  the 
ton.  (nearly  its  value  in  the  Boston  market,)  when 
landed  East  of  New  Haven,  so  that  their  vessels 
may  be  the  exclusive  carriers  to  those  States 
where  it  is  used.  The  operation  of  this  system 
in  the  North  and  East  is  such,  that  our  lumber 
trade  to  the  West  Indies  has  been  nearlv  destroy- 
ed, and  two-thirds  of  the  vessels  in  tnat  trade 
thrown  out  of  employ.  I  presume  that  nearly 
one-third  of  all  the  tonnage  of  Maine  (which,  in 
ldl4,  not  a  very  propitious  year,  amounted  to 
125,000)  was  formerly  employed  in  the  West 
Iiidui  trade*  A  large  proportion  of  our  vessels 
tiave  now  become  useless,  and  British  vessels 
bftve,  in  many  cases,  become  our  carriers. 

The  question  then  is,  said  Mr.  K.,  whether  we 
shaU  aid  Great  Britain  to  enforce  her  colonial 
system,  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  her  subjects, 
or  retaliate  upon  her  some  of  the  injuries  which 
we  aufier  from  her  navigation  laws.  It  will  be 
in  vain,  and  worse  than  in  vain,  thai  we  freed 
ourselves  from  former  impositions  and  preten- 
sions, if  we  must  again  be  Drought  in  subjection 
tOt  colonial  servitude. 

The  whole  trade  of  this  country  is  too  valuable 
to  be  bartered  away  for  a  portion  of  that  of  any 
nation.  I  cannot  admit  the  doctrine,  that  we  have 
no  equivalent  to  ofier  Great  Britain  for  this  trade} 
it  carries  iu  equivalent  with  it,  as  she  may  aad 
ought  to  find  it,  in  that  immense  traffic  she  enjoys 
with  this  country.  She  appeax«d  disposed,  by 
ftt^e  treaty,  to  put  the  commerce  of  the  twpcQun* 
tries  upon  the  most  liberal  ground  of  reciproeity* 
Instead  of  that,  we  do  not  gain  half  the  advan* 
t^ges  which  we  yield  to  her,  while  she  closes  so 
many  of  her  ports  against  us.  Whatever  interest 
Great  Britain  has  to  favor  the  colonial  trade  of 
her  subjects,  we  have  non? ;  nor  ought  we  to  aid 
her  in  this  semi-terrapin  policy.  If  these  colonists 
suppose  they  can  do  without  a  trad^,  on  the 
ground  of  reciprocity  with  us,  let  us  see,  in  re- 
turn, if  we  cannot  do  without  a  trade  with  them  i 
oae  good  .effect,  at  least,  will  be  produced :  we 


shall  encourage  the  production  of  sugar,  molas- 
ses, ram,  dtc..  in  our  Southern  States ;  and  thus, 
with  the  trade  we  shall  enjoy  with  the  eolonial 
possessiens  of  other  nations  in  the  West  Indies, 
free  our  citizens  from  these  colonial  iaoj^sitiona* 
Unless  foreign  i>ations  are  disposed  to  trade  with 
us  on  the  ground  of  the  most  perfect  reciprocity, 
I  wonld  reject  their  commerce,  and  by  everf 
OEieans  in  our  power  encourage  all  articles,  th« 
growth,  produce,  or  manuiactore  of  our  coun- 
try, dbe. 

Mr.  FoaevTH  thought  the  resolution  too  limi- 
ted in  its  terms.  He  therefore  suggested  an 
amendment,  by  inserting  after  the  words  "  Uni- 
ted States,"  the  words  ^*  or  laying  additional  du- 
ties on." 

Mr.  KtMG  said,  he  had  no  kind  of  objection  to 
the  amendment,  which  he  therefore  accepted  as 
a  part  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  BuawBi«i«  said,  this  was  a  pffoposition^  it 
appeared  to  him,  of  such  importance,  that  the 
House  ought  to  act  with  much  eaotioa  in  respect 
to  it.  If  the  United  States  uudertook  to  counter- 
vail the  British  colonial  pdicv,  it  was  in  vain  to 
suppose  that  it  would  not  produce  collision  with 
that  nation.  The  subject  of  this  proposition 
would  necessarily  affect  the  consumers,  and  par^ 
ticularly  the  agriculturists  of  every  part  of  the 
country.  The  course  of  this  nation,  on  this  sub- 
iect  should  depend  much  on  the  policy  pursued 
by  the  other  nations  of  Elurope  in  regard  to  those 
colonies.  It  was  perfectly  evident,  Mr.  B.  said, 
thai  the  effect  of  those  measures  of  the  British 
Groverament  must  be  toembarrais  the  intercpuise 
with  her  colonies,  aad  enhance  to  the  conaumera 
in  the  ialanda  the  price  of  every  nepassarv  of 
life ;  if  the  policy  of  the  other  owners  of  ialaada  ia 
the  West  Indies  should  be  more  liberal,  Great  Brit- 
ain will  lose  the  beaefit  of  the  trade  she  burdens  so 
heavily,  and  the  evil  will  cure  itself.  Enffland 
has  a  right  to  regulate  the  trade  to  her  colonies 
as  she  pleases ;  and  an  attempt  to  coerce  her  to 
change  her  policy  in  this  respect  would,  he  appre- 
hended, ultimately  prove  the  commeacement  of 
a  new  commercial  contest  with  England.  He 
was,  therefore^  desirous  that  no  decision  should 
be  made  on  this  proposition,  without  mature  con- 
sideration, and  tuU  information,  particularly  as 
to  the  policy  of  the  other  Powers  in  Europe  who 
have  colonies  abroad* 

Mr.  KiNO  spoke  in  reply,  and  in  farther  support 
of  his  motion.  He  said,  he  had  intended  to  have 
made  this  resolution  more  general,  to  countervail 
the  restrictions  and  impositions  to  which  our  trade, 
with  the  colonial  possessions  of  other  foreign 
nations,  is  subjected.  But,  as  we  yet  had  no  op- 
portunity of  terming  any  new  commercial  ar- 
rangements with  other  foreign  nations,  I  thought 
it  best,  for  the  present,  to  otnit  them.  Great 
Britain  too,  of  all  nations  in  the  world,  is  bound 
to  form  with  us  the  most  liberal  and  reciprociU 
commercial  arrangements;  I  mean  from  the 
amount  and  kind  of  trade  which  she  enjoys  with 
us.  She  receives  from  us  the  raw  material  to 
keep  iu  motion  a  great  proportion  of  her  manu* 
facturiog  industry  and  ingenuity,  then  sendaa 
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large  proportion  back  id  ita  fioiBhed  state,  as  to 
maDoiaotare,  to  be  consumed  in  this  coantry. 
Mr.  K.  farther  said,  it  might  be  feared  bf  some, 
that  tiie  retaliation  proposed  woald  deprive  us  of 
some  necessary  supplies.  I  think  not,  said  he ;  it 
is  for  the  interest  ofthe  islands  to  reeeire  various 
produeta  of  this  country,  in  exchange  for  their 
produce.  It  will  be  impoMible  to  prevent  a  traf* 
nc  of  this  kind,  throash  the  possessions  in  the 
West  Indies  of  other  Eiuropean  Powers;  from 
these  possessions,  then,  and  our  Southern  States, 
an  abundant  supply  can  be  afforded.  Will  it  not 
lead  to  a  war  with  Qreat  Britain  7  Just  com- 
mercial retaliation  can  never  be  a  just  cause  of 
war.  When  Qreat  Britain  thinks  it  for  her  in* 
terest  to  have  a  war  with  this  country,  pretexts 
will  not  be  wanting.  We  are  not  to  be  deterred 
from  any  just  or  necessary  measure  by  any  fear 
of  this  kind ;  it  is  quite  sufficient  for  us,  that  the 
interest  of  our  citiTens  and  the  honor  and  dig- 
niiy  of  this  nation  demand  it. 

Mr.  Wrigbt  said,  he  was  surjHrised  at  any  op- 
position  beinjB^  made  to  the  adoption  of  a  proposi- 
tion to  inquire  into  this  highly  interesting  sub- 
ject. He  desired  nothing  more  than  reciprocity 
in  our  intercourse  with  Ureat  Britain.  But  he 
was  not  to  be  deterred  from  countervailing  her 
commercial  regulations,  by  the  fear  of  new  col- 
lisions  with  her,  and  he-  hoped  we  should  never 
let  her  transgress  the  rules  of  a  just  policy  to- 
wards us,  without  attempting,  by  corresponding 
regulations,  ta  bring  her  to  a  sense  of  justice.  He 
would  give  her  a  ceaie  Hanche.  to  inscribe  there- 
on what  regnlations  she  chose  for  her  intercourse 
with  us,  provided  they  were  exactly  reciprocal. 
He  wa&glad  his  honorable  friend  from  the  East 
had  introduced  this  proposition,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be  the  means  of  bringing  the  question  fully 
before  the  House.  He  would  not  supply  her 
islands  with  a  biaeuic  or  a  cigar,  but  on  terms  of 
Koiprocity. 

Mr.  Lowiinia  said,  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  would  permit  such  a  modifi- 
cation of  his  motion,  as  saould  include  in  the 
inquiry  not  only  the j^licy  of  Qreat  Britain,  but 
of  other  nations,  lie  could  see  no  reason  why 
the  measures  of  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  re- 
specting the  trade  with  their  colonies,  should  not 
meet  the  same  counteraction.  He  cooM  not, 
however,  see  the  subject  in  the  serious  aspect  in 
w^eh  it  had  appeared  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  He  could  not  agree  in  the  opinion  that 
it  would  involve  us  in  a  aerioua  commercial  con- 
flict ^th  Elittland,  because  it  did  not  propose  an 
abandonment  of  her  commercial  system.  Some 
discriminating  duties  might  be  adopted,  not  by 
way  of  retaliation  of  those  imposed  hy  Qreat  Brit- 
ain^  but  to  induce  her,  by  considerations  of  recip* 
vocity  and  mutual  convenience,  to  abandon  those 
regulations.  The  adoption  by  this  countrjr  of  a 
policy  which  would  only  burden  with  considera* 
nle  duties  the  vessels  of  those  countries  which 
exclude  our  vessels,  dbc.,  would  merely  have  the 
effect  of  inviting. a  change  of  their  system.  It 
would  be  merely  offering  them  an  inducement  to 
xseciproeity.    He  could  see  no  reason,  however, 


why  a  distinction  should  be  made  in  this  propo- 
sition between  Qreat  Britain  and  other  nations. 

Mr«  Kufo  professed  his  readiness  to  ^ve  the 
inquiry  the  utmost  latitude  althouurh  his  object 
haa  been  more  limited ;  and  was  willing  to  accept 
anv  amendment  proposed  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  LowNOEB  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolve 
by  striking  out  the  words  "  of  His  Britannic  liia- 
jesty." 

Mr.  WtLUB  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  opposing  the  motion  of  the  honomble  ffcntle- 
man  from  Massachusetts  TMr.  KiitG.)  He  had 
no  objection  to  consider  the  resolution,  and  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 

Smlleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  LowRoaa.) 
ut  as  his  friend  and  colleague,  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  (Mr.  Foa- 
■ytb)  was  not  in  the  House  at  the  time  the  hon- 
orable genUeman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Kino) 
commenced  his  remarks,  and  therefore  could  not 
reply  to  some  of  them  which  he  had  not  heard ; 
Mr.  W.  thouaht  it  his  duty  to  say  a  few  words  in 
answer  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  honorable 
gentleman.  He  begged  leave  in  the  first  place  to 
recall  to  the  remembraAce  of  the  House  the  fact 
that  some  days  ago  his  friend,  the  chairman  of, 
the  Committee  of  Forei^rn  Relations,  proposed 
certain  amendments  to  the  bill  reguUting  the 
commerce  ofthe  United  States  with  Qreat  Brit- 
ain according  to  the  late  convention,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  exclude  vessels  and  goods  not 
coming  directly  from  the  European  territories  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty,  from  the  benefits  of  the 
act,  agreeably  to  the  fair  and  evident  construction 
of  the  convention,  as  understood  by  both  parties. 
These  amendments  were  then  rejected,  although 
the  effect  of  them  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
same  as  the  measures  contemplated,  by  the  reso- 
lution of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and 
were  rejec^d  from  a  very  fastidious  delicacy 
about  the  construction  of  the  treaty.  Then  it 
was  contended  that  the  terms  of  the  treaty  did 
not  authorise  us  to  say  that  British  vessels  coming 
from  or  touching  at  the  West  India  islands  or  his 
Britannic  M^eijty's  colonies  in  North  America 
should  be  sufa>|ected  to  the  payment  of  our  dis* 
criminating  duties.  Now  it  is  asked  of  us  to  in- 
crease those  discriminating  duties  upon  such  ves^ 
sels  and  their  cargoes,  on  the  ground  that  this 
species  of  trade  is  not  at  all  within  the  provisioos 
of  the;  treaty.  He  would  leave  gentlemen  to  re- 
concile these  different  constructions  of  the  same 
iastrqment  as  they  could.  To  him  it  appeared 
these  was  no  small  :share  of  inconsistency  in  such 
conduct.  Whea  the  terms. of  the  convention 
were  to  be  found  fault  with— -when  those  who 
made  it  were  to  be  accused  of  sacrificing  the  in- 
terests ofthe  countrv— then  it  meant  one  thing; 
when  the  interests  or  gentlemen's  constituents  re- 
quired it,  then  it  meant  another.  Mr.  W.  said} 
that  on  this  subject  it  was  also  his  duty  to  oorrect 
a  mistake  into  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had  fallen'— he  called  it  a 
mistake,  for  as  he  was  sincere  himself  he .  was 
willing  to  allow  sincerity  to  all  others ;  yet  he 
I  certainly  thought  it  strange  that  one  so  well  in- 
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formed  as  that  honorable  gentleman  should  have 
been  misled  upon  such  a  subject.  The  honorable 
gentleman  bad  stated  to-day,  and  he  had  stated 
the  same  thing  some  days  since  in  reference  to 
the  treaty,  it  might  be  taken  as  his  deliberate 
opinion,  that  the  interests  of  his  part  of  the  coon- 
try  were  sacrificed  in  this  convention  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  cotton  States — that  the  fisheries 
had  been  given  up  to  preserve  these  interests — and 
that  the  grand  object  of  the  treaty  seemed  to  be 
to  secure  to  the  Southern  planters  a  saving  upon 
their  cottou;  by  the  reduction  of  the  British  dis- 
criminating duties  upon  that  article.  Now,  sir, 
I  can  assure  the  honorable  gentleman  that  the 
Southern  planter  never  felt  the  slightest  inconve- 
nience from  the  operation  of  those  duties.  He 
never  got  a  cent  Ibss  for  his  cotton — he  only  ship- 
ped it  in  British  instead  of  American  ve^els,and 
the  loss  therefore  fell  noon  the  American  ship- 
owner, not  on  the  agriculturist.  Mr.  W.  said,  he 
himself  had  received  previous  to  his  arrival  at 
Washington  various  communications  on  this  sub- 
ject, but  they  all  related  to  the  owners  of  Amer- 
ican tonnage  and  not  to  the  planters  of  American 
produce.  The  argument  which  they  all  contained, 
was,  not  that  our  agriculture,  but  that  our  navi- 
gation would  be  ruined.  Whom,  sir,  (said  Mr. 
W.)  would  the  ruin  of  our  navigation  most  se- 
verely affect  ?  Who  own  nine-tenths  of  the  ton- 
nage of  the  United  States?  Certainly  the  East- 
ern and  Northern  States.  Mr.  W.  hoped  it  was 
unnecessary  to  say,  that  neither  here  nor  else- 
where, had  he  been  or  would  he  ever  be  the  ad- 
vocate of  local  interests  or  the  encourager  of 
narrow  and  selfish  jealousies,  which  had  so  long 
disturbed  the  repose  and  happiness  of  this  Union. 
It  was  for  this  very  reason  that  he  had  wished 
to  correct  the  mistake  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  Such  statements  go  abroad  and 
make  injurious  impressions;  they  induce  our 
brethren  of  the  East  to  believe  tnat  we  of  the 
South  are  hostile  to  their  prosperity,  destroyers 
of  their  commerce,  in  short,  enemies  and  oppres- 
sors who  have  no  community  of  feeling  or  of  in- 
terest with  them.  It  was  very  possible,  Mr.  W. 
said  that  his  reply  to  this  statement  would  have 
very  little  effect ;  most  probably  it  would  never 
reach  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  whose  preju- 
dices, prejudices  which  had  been  purposelv  fo- 
mented, it  was  intended  to  remove.  Stilly  how- 
ever, he  had  felt  it  his  dutv  to  make  it,  in  justice 
to  the  people  whom  he  had  the  honor  to  represent, 
in  justice  to  the  Administration  whom  that  peo- 
ple by  choice  supported,  and  for  the  sake  of  that 
union  and  harmonv  among  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  which  ail  such  mistaken  views  of 
public  measures  as  that  taken  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had  a  tendency  to  destroy. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  we  had  just  got  out  of  a 
war  with  Great  Britain,  the  foundation  of  which 
was  laid  some  eight  or  nine  years  ago,  by  a  reso- 
lution moved  in  this  House  at  the  instigation  of 
commercial  meetings  in  different  seaport  towns  of 
the  United  States.  He  was  not  prepared  now  to 
say  whether  he  was  ready  to  recommence  a  sys* 
tern  which  might  lead  to  the  same  practical  and 


disastrous  results ;  but  this  he  would  say,  that  the 
House  ought  not  to  act  on  a  subject  of  this  im- 
portance without  one  day's  previous  notice.  He 
therefore  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts^  said,  he  had  no 
more  desire  for  a  new  war  with  Great  Britain 
than  the  honorable  gentleman ;  nor  had  he  more 
agency  in  the  late  war  than  that  gentleman — nor 
did  he  be  view  his  motion  of  that  nature  which 
could  possibly  lead  to  war,  dte.  He  was  proceed- 
in|r  to  discuss  its  merits,  when  the  Speaker  re- 
minded him  the  question  was  merely  on  post- 
ponement. 

The  questfon  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
proposition  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  continue  the  direct  tax  at  three  millions.  Mr. 
Pickens's  motion  to  reduce  the  direct  tax  from 
three  to  two  millions  was  negatived  after  a  few 
observations  from  Mr.  Brigham  and  Mr.  Pick- 
ens. He  then  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on 
repealing  the  tax.  Mr.  Babbodb,  in  a  neat  and 
forcible  speech,  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  was 
opposed  to  the  continuance  of  this  tax,  because 
he  believed  it  might  be  dispensed  with  withoat 
any  detriment  to  the  public  interest.  On  motioa 
of  Mr.  FoESTTH,  Mr.  Lowkobs  assenting  to  it, 
the  subject  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  to  uke 
up  the  following,  the  decision  of  which  was  coa- 
sidered  to  be  more  urgently  demanded : 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  concerning  the  com- 
mercial convention  with  Great  Britain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fobsttb,  the  bill  was 
amended  from  its  declaratory  form  by  striking* 
out  the  whole  of  the  bill,  and  inserting  in  liea 
thereof,  in  the  very  terms,  the  bill  which  passed 
this  House  several  days  ago,  and  was  rejected  in 
the  Senate. 

This  motion  Mr.  Fobsttb  supported  by  a 
speech,  in  which  he  compared  the  merits  of  the 
two  bills,  and  condemned  the  Senate's  bill  as  an 
interference  with  the  judicial  power^  and  also  as 
aa  attempt  to  deprive  this  House  of  its  just  pow* 
ers  in  relation  to  the  origination  of  propositions 
affecting  the  public  revenue. 

The  bill  having  been  thus  amended,  was  re- 
ported tp  the  House ;  and  the  question  being  on 
the  concurrence  in  the  amendments  made  ia 
Committee- 
Mr.  LvoN  spoke  as  follows : 
Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  my  intention  to  have  ob» 
served  the  same  silence  on  this  question,  as  I 
have  on  all  othera  since  I  had  the  honorof  a  seat 
in  this  House.  But  being  called,  once  more,  to 
give  my  negative,  I  deem  it  mv  duty,  in  a  very 
simple  and  mef  manner,  to  adduce  some  of  the 
reasons  which  influence  my  conduct.  The  sub- 
ject is  of  great  moment,  not  as  involving  the  ac- 
ceptance or  rejection  of'  this  treaty,  on  which  all 
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are  agreed,  bat  as  definiog  the  powers  of  the  dif- 
fereDt  branches  of  this  Government — fixing  the 
limits  prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  It  has 
been  in  operation  for  more  than  twenty  years ; 
and  are  we  yet  ignorant  of  the  duties  assigned, 
and  the  bounds  set  to  our  authority. 
While  my  mind  is  whirling  in  the  vast  circle 

fenerated  by  the  debate  on  this  question,  I  can 
X  on  objects  with  sufficient  distinctness  to  in- 
fluence my  decision.  I  am  obliged  to  cast  from 
my  notice  a  multitude  of  subjects  brought  into 
Tiew^as  being  wholly  unconnected  with  the  point 
in  debate. 

The  precedents  which  have  been  adduced,  are 
discarded,  as  arising  from  questions  totally  dis* 
tinct  from  that  now  before  us.  Precedents  are  in 
themselves  i  mportan  t.  When  well  founded,  they 
should  have  their  fall  weight,  and  cannot  fail 
strongly  to  influence  the  inquiring  mind;  but 
when  drawn  from  subjects  remote  from  those 
which  they  are  designed  to  inflaence,  they  mis- 
lead the  judgment,  and  produce  the  most  erro* 
neous  cooclasions. 

We  have  been  often  referred  to  the  ratification 
of  the  British  Treaty  in  1795 ;  but  the  ground 
then  taken  was  very  different  from  that  which 
has  now  been  assumed.    The  Opposition,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  then  condemned  the 
President  for  proclaiming  the  treaty  before  it  had 
been  submitted  for  their  sanction.     They  de- 
manded that  the  whole  correspondence,  in  form- 
ing the  treaty,  should  be  laid  before  them,  that 
they  might  judge  oi  its  merits,  and  determine  on 
the  propriety  of  confirming  or  rejecting.    Noth- 
ing like  this  has  been  avowed  on  the  present  oc- 
casion.   No  censure  has  been  attempted  against 
the  proclamation,  no  resolutions  have  been  moved 
for  documents.     The  question  on  which  the 
House  then  decided,  was  an  appropriation  of  mo- 
ney, which  all  agree  that  this  treaty  does  not 
require.    The  cases  are  so  totally  dinerent.  that 
proceedings  on  the  one,  can  form  no  example  for 
measures  on  the  other.    I  know  well  that  reso- 
lutions were  then  passed  expressive  of  the  opin- 
ion of  the  House,  that  when  a  treaty  embraces 
those  subjects  which  are  expressly  by  the  Con- 
stitution placed  under  the  power  of  Congress,  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is 
necessary  to  its  full  operation.    This  resolutioi^ 
I  however  considered  as  the  manoeuvre  of  a  rear 
guard,  to  cover  a  retreat — they  found  they  had 
occupied  untenable  ground,  and  they  wished  to 
retire  as  safely  ana  decently  as  possible — the 
deliberation  on  an  appropriation  only,  and  even 
then  they  dare  not  risk  the  responsibility  of  re- 
fusing it.     The  first  question  was  then  above 
what  was  now  assumed,  and  the  last  below  it — 
neither,  therefore,  afford  a  precedent  for  the  pre- 
sent occasion. 

Concerning  the  law  of  17d8,  it  has  been  said, 
that,  in  requiring  bonds  to  be  given  by  the  com- 
manders of  private  armed  vessels,  the  stipulations 
of  the  British  Treaty  of  1794  were  enacted. 
This,  however,  is  a  misconception  of  that  law. 
It  requires  tlyt  these  bonds  shall  secure  the  ob- 
servance, not  only  of  the  Britbh  Treaty,  but  of 


all  treaties.  We  had  treaties  then  existing  with 
Prussia,  with  Sweden,  the  States  General,  and 
some  others.  In  some  of  these,  there  was  no 
formal  stipulation  for  bonds  to  be  given.  That 
with  the  States  General,  required  sufficient  cau- 
tion to  be  given,  but  did  not  fix  the  amount  of 
the  penalty.  The  law  ioined  all  these  in  one 
system,  required  the  bond,  fixed  the  penalty,  and 
enjoined  the  observance  of  those  that  required  no 
bonds,  as  well  of  those  that  did.  It  was  not  a 
mere  echo  of  the  British  Treaty,  but  embraced 
subjects  far  more  extensive. 

The  Treaty  with  Spain  provided  that  good^ 
landed  in  our  ports  in  consequence  of  distress  and 
to  make  repairs,  should  not  be  subject  to  duties, on 
being  reladeh.  A  law  is  said  to  have  been  passed, 
enacting  this  stipulation,  for  the  sake  of  carry- 
ing it  into  effect.  A  recurrence  to  this  act  will 
show,  that  it  was  not  a  repetition  of  that  clause 
of  the  treaty,  but  embraced  a  very  different  subject. 
On  the  &ce  of  the  treaty  the  provision  appears 
to  be  for  goods  reladen  on  board  the  same  vessel, 
after  being  repaired.  The  law  provides  for  the 
case  wherein  the  vessel  should  be  found  not  sea- 
worthy, and  the  goods  should  be  laden  on  board 
another  vessel.  It  also  requires,  that  as  duties 
had  been  received,  in  the  case  of  the  Nancy,  ther 
should  be  refunded.  That  law  was  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  the  amendment  proposed  to  the  bill 
from  the  Senate.  This  merely  enacts  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  treaty — that  embraced  a  new  sub- 
ject. That  was  necessary — this  must  be  wholly 
useless. 

The  law  making  appropriations  for  carrving 
into  effect  the  Treaty  with  France,  is  said  to 
mention  the  restoration  of  vessels,  and  we  are 
told  that  the  Berceau  was  given  up  under  this 
law,  and  not  by  the  authority  of  the  treaty.  But 
does  that  statute  require  that  vessels  shall  be  re- 
stored ?  It  does  not.  No  such  enacting  clause 
is  to  be  found.  The  restoration  was  maoe  under 
the  authority  of  the  treaty,  or  by  no  authority 
whatever.  The  act  gives  the  form  of  law  to  no 
stipulation  of  the  treaty,  but  appropriates  a  speci- 
fic sum  to  fulfil  that  obligation  which  the  treaty 
itself  had  created. 

The  act  authorizing  the  President  to  take  pos- 
session of  Louisiana,  has  also  been  mentioned  as 
an  instance  of  authority  being  given  to  a  treaty 
by  law-  But  surely  this  is  wide  from  Che  purpose 
for  which  it  has  been  adduced.  The  law  con- 
templates a  very  different  mode  from  that  ez- 
preaoed  by  the  treaty.  The  treaty  proposes  pos- 
session to  be  taken  by  commissaries,  the  law. 
authorizes  the  President  to  possess  and  hold,  by 
a  military  force. 

The  law  regulating  duties  and  drawbacks,  in 
Louisiana,  is  said  to  have  been  unnecessary,  on 
the  principle  which  opposes  this  amendment.  If 
the  treaty,  it  is  said,  was  sufficient  to  make  that 
country  a  part  of  the  United  States,  then  all  our 
laws  would  take  effect  there  of  course,  and  those 
which  contravened  them  would  be  repealed. 
Waiving  here  anjr  question  whether  the  Consti- 
tution would  admit  of  that  addition,  it  is  admit- 
Ud  that  the  treaty  had  made  Louisiana  a  part  of 
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the  United  States,  as  to  all  its  pririle^es.  A 
similar  effect  of  a  treaty  has  been  lately  witness- 
ed, on  our  Eastern  border.  By  the  Treaty  of 
Peace,  without  any  law  to  echo  or  enact  its  pro* 
yisions,  a  part  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
have  been  placed  beyond  the  power  and  priri* 
leges  of  our  laws.  But  the  treaty  did  not  place 
Louisiana  under  the  -benefit  of  our  laws.  Ii'  stip- 
ulated that  this  should  be  done  at  an  early  future 
Ume.  This  could  be  effected  only  by  law.  The 
treaty  contemplated  this  laW|  not  to  give  effect 
to  what  it  had  done,  but  to  perform  what  it  had 
not  done.  By  the  law  reculating  trade  the  treaty 
warn  partly  ful&lledj  and,  by 'the  admission  of  that 
country  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  all  its  privi- 
kffes  were  conferred. 

That  part  of  this  law  which  secured  privileges 
to  French  and  Spanish  Tesseis.  trading  from  their 
respective  countries  to  Louisiana,  has  been  men- 
ticmed  as  enacting  merely  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty.  It  is  true  both  the  treaty  and  the  subse- 
quent law  gave  this  right,  for  twelve  years,  but, 
in  one  essential  point,  the  law  differs  from  the 
treaty.  The  commencement  of  this  term  was 
not  nzed  by  the  treaty,  but  by  the  law  it  is  par- 
ticularly defined^ 

The  law  providing  for  the  punishment  of 
crimes  committed  in  the  Indian  territory,  has 
been  also  noticed  as  enacting  the  stipulations  of 
the  treaties  with  certain  tribes.  It  does  more. 
It  fixes  the  place  and  process  of  trial,  and  extends 
its  provisions  not  only  to  the  territories  of  those 
tribes,  with  whom  we  have  stipulations,  but  to 
n!X  others.  It  is  not  the  response  of  any  particu- 
lar treaty,  but  enacts  those  rules  concerning  which 
every  treaty  is  silent. 

The  honomble  gentleman  who  moved  this 
amendment,  has  just  brought  into  view  the  act 
of  1799,  respecting  the  inland  trade  with  Can- 
ada, as  enacting  the  st^ulations  of  the  Treaty 
of  179i»  This,  sir,  was  a  general  law  imposing 
and  regulating  the  collection  of  duties,  it  was 
not  by  law  givinff  eflEect  to  a  particular  treaty,  as 
is  now  contemplated,  but  an  extensive  system, 
made  in  conformity  to  ail  existing  treaties. 
When  we  pass  a  general  law^  as  we  must  do 
whan  we  ^sublish  our  new  tariff,  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  fix,  Mecifieally,  the  duty  and  tonnage  to 
M  paid  botn  by  the  British  and  AmencaiM. 
That  this  act  isnotamere  echo  of  the  treaty, 
will  be  seen  bj  refevriog  to  the  section  on  the 
tmponation  of  furs..  By  the  treaty  those  only 
are  free  from  duty  which  are  brought  by  land,  or 
ii^nd  navigatien,  the  )aw  exempts  those  intro- 
duced in  any  direction. 

In  ail  these  precedents  there  is  not  one  which 
eonapuKs  with  the  amendment  now  proposed. 
Not  one  of  them  is  merely  the  re-enactiiig  the 
stipulations  of  a  treaty.  In  every  instance  the 
law  which  was  passed  secures  that,  for  which 
the  treaty  did  not  provide.  Not  one  of  them 
throws  any  light  on  this  question,  and,  therefore, 
all  are  to  oe  rejected. 

I  also  dismiss  from  my  consideration  the  Brit- 
ish practice  which  has  been  so  often  brought  into 
yiew.    In  that  country,  the  genius  of  the  Gov- 


ernment is  so  different  from  ours,  that  no  anal- 
ogy, applicable  to  this  case,  can  be  traced.  There 
the  JP^plc  can  have  no  influence  in  maiuog  or 
confirming  treaties  but  through  the  medium  of 
the  Commons  in  Parliament  The  treaty-mak- 
ing power  is  hereditary,  in  the  creation  and  con- 
tinuance of  which  the  freemen  have  no  voice ; 
the  House  of  Lords  is  also  hereditary  or  created 
by  the  breath  of  the  Monarch.  In  the  King  be- 
longs the  power  of  making  war,  and  peace,  and 
all  other  international  regulations.  The  voice 
of  the  nation  cannot  be  heard,  except  in  the  act 
of  Parliament,  enacting  or  refusing  the  necessary 
laws.  Here  the  case  is  very  different,  the  Pres- 
ident is  chosen,  once  in  four  years,  almost  imme- 
diately by  the  people.  The  Senators  are  the 
representatives  of  the  States.  They  are  selected 
for  a  longer  period  than  the  President  or  the 
Representatives,  and  consequently,  are  further 
removed  from  the  effects  of  party  influence 
and  popular  change.  The  power  of  making  trea- 
ties is  lodged  in  safe  hands,  by  the  Constitution, 
nor  can  we  need  the  check  from  the  Commons, 
which  is  so  imjportant  in  Britain. 

On  this  ouestioo  I  am  not  to  be  influenced  by 
that  frightful  display  of  consequences,  which  has 
so  often  been  made.  We  are  not  inquiring  what 
rule  ought  to  have  been  prescribed,  but  what  is 
the  path  actually  delineated  by  the  Constitution. 
Recurrence  to  consequences  would  be  highly 
proper,  were  we  establishing  a  new  Constitution, 
or  passing  resolutions  to  am«id  that  which  we  now 
have.  Were  such  our  present  business,  we  might, 
with  propriety,  view  consequences  in  all  their  in- 
viting and  frtgntful  forms,  and  shape  our  decisions 
accordingly.  We  might  then  talk  of  oar  own 
fatherly  care,  and  the  dreaded  usurpation  of  the 
other  branches.  We  might  paint  to  our  imagi- 
nations, convulsions,  insurrections,  revolutions, 
and  freedom  prostrate.  We  mifht  listen^  to  use 
the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginta,  to 
the  voice  from  Heaven  and  the  blast  f  rom  Brebus. 
But  with  these,  our  present  subject  has  no  con- 
nexion. No  consequences,  however  dreadful  in 
anticipation,  should  induce  us  to  overleap  the 
bounds  prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  We  are 
to  presume  that  these  were  all  considered,  by 
those  who  made  it.  If  we  have  doubts,  a  motion 
to  amend  that  fundamental  instrument  is  always 
in  ordei^ 

Rejecting^  then,  from  my  consideration  the 

f precedents,  the  appeal  to  British  practice,  and  the 
ist  of  consequences  which  have  been  adduced, 
the  subject  is  presented  distinctly  and  within  very 
narrow  limits.  The  people  are  the  sovereign^ 
from  them  all  power  is  derived.  They  have  a 
right  to  withheld  it,  to  tttre  it,  and  to  prescribe  to 
it^  when  given,  what  limits  they  pwase.  The 
different  branches  of  this  Gh>vernment  have  been 
created  and  are  limited  by  their  will;  on  as- 
suming a  national  character  they  perceived  that 
different  kinds  of  laws  would  be  needed;  they 
saw  the  necessity  of  laws  regulating  their  in- 
tercourse with  other  nations,  and  the  impor- 
tance that  they  should  be  the  result  ff  the  wisdom 
of  both  nations  concerned,  securing  the  rights  of 
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each,  aod  having  the  binding  authority  of  inter* 
natiooal  compacta.  These  Taws  are  ealled  trea* 
ties ;  thejr  emorace  all  subjects  in  which  differ- 
ent nations  can  have  a  legitimate  and  proper  con<* 
cern.  Whatever  does  not  directly  and  intimately 
affect  the  interest  of  the  other  nation,  cannot  be 
the  subject  of  an  international  compact;  it  must 
be  left  for  each  nation  to  determine  in  its  own 
way.  We  made  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain, 
stipulating,  for  certain  good  reasons,  to  pay  her  a 
sum  of  money.  The  sum  and  the  rate  of  ex- 
change were  of  importance  to  both  nations,  and 
therefore  proper  subjects  of  treaty.  But  from 
what  sources  this  money  should  be  derived,  whe- 
ther from  imposts,  excise,  the  sale  of  publiclands, 
loans,  or  direct  taxes,  was  of  no  importance  only 
to  ourselves.  This,  therefore,  could  not  be  the 
subject  of  treaty  stipulations,  but  was  to  be  deter- 
mined by  ourselves  alone.  This,'sir,  is  the  true 
boundary  to  which  treaties  mav  come,  but  should 
proceed  no  further.  The  people  also,  saw  the  ne- 
cessity of  other  laws,  not  interna tioaal,  but  bind- 
ing only  within  our  own  territory  and  its  depen- 
dencies. These  municipal  regulations  are  or  dif- 
ferent kinds,  some  operating  only  on  the  members 
of  this  body,  some  only  on  those  of  the  other,  as 
the  rules  of  each  House;  others  binding  on  ail 
the  inhabitants  of  our  country,  as  the  objects  to 
be  obtained  may  require.  The  making  of  these 
laws  the  people  have  assigned  to  different  hands, 
and  have  pointed  out  the  manner  in  which  that 
duty  shall  be  performed.  The  making  of  treaties 
they  have  committed  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  but  have  enjoined,  that  he  shall  per* 
form  his  duty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  eon- 
sent  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  who  shall  be 
present.  The  power  of  corresponding  and  agree- 
ing with  foreign  nations,  of  reducing  the  articles 
to  form,  giving  them  the  force  of  a  cooapact  and 
finally  ratifying  the  same,  is  with  the  President 
only.  The  Senate  have  no  part  but  that  of  ad- 
vising aod  consenting.  In  making  some  of  the 
other  laws  each  House  has  entire  and  exclusive 
authority.  The  rules  by  them  made,  within  their 
proper  sphere,  have  as  nigh  authority  as  any  laws 
of  the  United  States  can  have.  Of  the  other 
laws,  those  for  raising  revenue  must  commence, 
be  embodied  and  matured  in  this  House  only. 
We  alone  can  introduce  a  new  system  for  replen- 
ishing our  Treasury,  or  bring  forward  a  new  tax, 
or  move  for  the  alteration  of  an  old  one.  On  this 
subject  the  Senate  has  no  power  but  to  prc^KMe 
or  concur  with  amendmenu.  Other  laws  may 
originate  either  in  this  House  or  in  the  Senate, 
and  may  be  revised,  amended,  adopted,  or  rejected 
by  either.  All  general  acts  and  resolutions,  before 
they  become  laws,  must  be  laid  before  the  Presi- 
dent for  his  approbation ;  nor  can  thev  have  any 
authority  without  his  consent,  or  their  being  again 
passed  by  two-thirds  of  each  House.  In  making 
treaties  the  President  consults,  proposes,  arranges, 
and  forces  the  compact,  and  the  Senate  can  only 
accept  or  reject.  In  passing  laws  the  two  Houses 
propose,  arrange,  amend,  and  enact,  and  the  Pre- 
sident has  only  the  power  of  recommending  and 
approving  and  disapproving.    Thus  particularly 


have  the  people  declared  who  shall  aake  their 
different  laws,  and  in  i^hat  precise  manner  they 
shall  be  enacted.  The  eode  oy  which  they  have 
thus  declared  their  sovereign  will,  is  the  Consti- 
tution, which  they  have  made  the  supreme  law, 
paramoani  to  every  other  law.  and  the  foundation 
of  all  the  authority  which  this  GovernoMnt  or 
any  of  its  branches  can  use.  In  this  distribution 
of  power  no  right  is  given  to  this  House  to  inter- 
fere with  the  treaty-making  power.  This  is  as 
exclusively  given  to  the  President,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  content  of  the  Senate,  as  the  making  of 
our  own  rules  is  f^iven  to  this  House,  or  the  en- 
acting of  laws,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  two  Houses.  The  President  and  Sen- 
ate with  as  much  propriety  may  claim  to  ratify 
or  reject  the  rule^  of  this  noose  as  we  can  inter- 
fere with  the  confirmation  of  any  treaty  whteh 
they  have  made.  We  adopt  rules  and  exeovte 
them  by  the  admission,  expulsion,  or  pttnisfament 
of  our  members.  Has  the  President  or  the  Sen- 
ate any  right  to  control  or  say  it  shall  not  be,  be- 
cause they  are  a  part  of  the  law*making  power? 
They  are  part  of  that  power  with  r^pect  to  gen- 
eral laws,  but  over  the  laws  of  this  body  they 
have  no  control;  and  as  little  have  we  over 
those  laws  which  are  called  treaties.  It  was  a 
charge  of  the  great  Wasbimqton,  **  let  nothing4»e 
done  by  usurpations."  The  safety  and  life  of 
this  Government  depend  on  each  branch  know- 
ing and  performing  its  particular  duty.  Should 
the  President  this  day  recommend  a  particular 
branoh  of  revenue,  should  the  Senate  send  us  a 
bill  to  impose  a  tax  for  that  purpose,  how  should 
we  receive  it  ?  Should  we  not  spurn  it  with  in- 
dignation from  our  table?  Should  we  not  con- 
sider it  a  high  encroachment  upon  our  rights,  an 
unwarrantable  contempt  of  the  Codttitution  ?  in 
the  same  li^ht  may  they  view  our  interference 
with  the  ratification  of  treaties.  I  am  aware  the 
1st  section  of  the  Coastitution  declares  that  ''all 
'  legislative  powers  therein  mnted  shall  be  vesied 
'  in  a  CongreM,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate 
'  and  House  of  Represeautives."  But  attention 
to  the  diftrent  articles,  will  show  that  '*all  legis- 
lative powers,"  in  that  section,  does  not  mean  all 
the  powers  to  be  used  in  making  laws.  Powers 
to  be  so  used,  to  say  nothing  here  of  the  rules  of 
the  two  Houses,  are  granted  to  the  President,  to 
a  convention,  and  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  dif- 
ferent Suus.  No  act  of  the  two  Houses,  can  be- 
come a  law  till  it  has  been  presented  to  ine  Pres- 
ident for  his  approbation.  Articles  of  the  Con- 
stitution become  laws«  when  proposed  by  two- 
thirds  of  both  Housei^  or  by  a  convention,  and 
are  ratified  by  the  Leffislatures  of  three-fourths  of 
the  several  States.  Powers  to  be  used  in  making 
laws  are  lodged  in  different  hands,  besides  those 
of  Congress.  **Ail  legislative  powers,"  in  the  first 
section,  therefore,  must  mean,  not  all  that  are 
authorized  to  be  employed  in  making  laws,  but 
such  as  are  distinct  from  the  other  two  branches 
of  powers  the  Executive  and  the  Judicial.  An^ 
act  may  have  all  the  authority  which  these  legis-" 
laif ve  powers  can  give  it,  and  yet  not  be  a  law ; 
4uid  that  may  be  a  laW|  and  paramount  to  other 
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laws,  which  these  legislative  powers  have  never 
enaeted.  Law  is,  whatever  the  Coostitation  has 
declared  to  be  sncb.  Legislative  acts,  made  in 
parsaaDce  of  the  Constitatioo,  are  laws,  because 
the  CoDstitotioD  has  so  declared  them.  CoDven- 
tiooal  acts,  doty  ratified,  are  laws,  because  the 
CoDstitutioo  has  made  them  so.  And  Executive 
acts,  called  treaties,  made  noder  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  are  equallv  laws;  because 
the  Constitution  has  given  thein  that  authority. 
Neither  are  laws  merely  because  the  legislative 
powers  have  passed  them,  but  each  are  the  su- 
preme laws  of  the  land,  because  they  are  so  de- 
clared by  that  authority  over  which  the  legisla- 
tive powers  have  no  control. 

Treaties,  then,  are  laws,  and  as  such,  have  op- 
erative force  as  other  laws.  They  cannot  repeal 
or  set  aside  the  Constitution;  nor  can  this  be 
done  by  any  legislative  acts.  That  they  have 
equal  grade  with  other  laws,  subordinate  to  the 
Constitution,  is  certain,  from  their  being  declared 
the  supreme  laws  of  the  land;  and  from  the 
judges  in  every  State,  and  of  the  supreme  and 
inferior  courts  of  the  United  States,  being  bound 
by  them.  If  they  are  laws,  they  have  power  to 
repeal  prior,  contravening  laws ;  for  it  is  absurd 
to  suppose  two  conflicting  laws,  in  equal  foree^  at 
the  same  time.  According  to  this  interpretation 
of  the  Constitution,  all  its  provisions  perfectly 
harmonize ;  on  any  other,  they  are  at  variance 
with  themselves. 

If  further  reasons,  in  support  of  this  opinion 
are  demanded,  I  answer,  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Convention  which  formed  the  Constitution  to 

five  this  power  to  the  President  and  Senate. 
*hey  said  "  the  President  shall  have  power,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
to  make  treaties,"  without  mentioning  this  House, 
because  they  intended  to  exclude  the  Represent- 
atives from  anv  share  in  making  or  confirming 
those  laws.  A  proposition  was  made  in  that 
body  that  "no  treaty  should  be  valid,  until  it 
should  be  ratified  by  law."  This  restriction  was 
rejected,  and  nothing  more  was  required,  to  five 
a  treaty  its  utmost  validity,  as  a  supreme  law, 
than  its  ratification  by  the  President,  in  conform- 
ity to  the  advice  and  consent  of  two-thirds  of 
the  Senate.  It  has,  indeed,  been  said,  that  the 
makers  of  the  Constitution  are  not  its  best  inter- 
preters. This  is,  in  a  degree,  true,  for  #e  are  not 
to  be  ffoverned  by  what  they  intended,  but  by 
what  they  have  declared.  But  when  the  inter- 
pretation appears  to  conform  to  the  most  natural 
meaning  of  the  words,  and  the  framers  of  the 
instrument  assure  us,  that  they  used  those  words 
with  intent  to  convey  such  meaning,  and  con- 
firm their  testimony  by  the  record  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, we  have  the  highest  possible  evidence 
that  it  is  the  true  import. 

The  State  conventions  for  ratifyin^^  the  Con- 
stitution gave  it  that  construction  which  is  now 
contended  for.  In  more  than  one  it  was  made  an 
objection,  that  as  the  Representatives  were  not  to 
be  consulted  in  forming  treaties,  the  majority  in 
the  Senate  ought  to  have  been,  not  two-thirn  of 
those  present,bat  two-thirds  of  the  whole oum* 


ber.  It  does  not  appear  that  in  a  single  instance, 
it  was  supposed  that  this  House  was  to  be  con- 
sulted in  the  ratification  of  any  treaty. 

The  same  opinion  appears  to  have  been  held 
by  Congress,  in  all  its  sessions,  down  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  Not  one  treaty  in  ten  has  had  any  la# 
passed  concerning  it.  Are  these  all  yet  invalid? 
where  laws  have  been  passed,  they  have  not 
been  for  enacting  the  provisions  of  the  treaties, 
but  for  extending  them,  providing  means  for  car- 
rying them  into  effect,  or  fixing  what  they  had 
left  uncertain.  No  act  like  that  now  contempla- 
ted, a  mere  echo  of  the  treaty,  has  ever  become  a 
law,  or,  until  now,  been  reported  to  this  House. 
Treaties  embracing  almost  every  subject,  re- 
ceiving foreigners  as  citizens,  and  yielding  citi- 
zens to  the  control  of  foreigners ;  making  goods 
contraband  of  war,  or  free ;  establishing  bounda- 
ries, and  regulating  duties  and  tonnage  nave  been 
carried  into  full  effect,  without  any  laws  enact- 
ing their  particular  stipulations.  Without  legis- 
lative enactment  they  have  set  aside  all  laws 
interfering  with  them ;  they  have  been  the  rule 
by  which  the  Executive  has  been  guided,  the 
judiciary  has  decided,  and  by  which  the  most 
important  national  concerns  have  been  conducted. 
Would  this  have  been,  if  legislative  interference 
bad  been  necessary  ? 

If  treaties  have  not  the  authority  of  laws  until 
their  provisions  have  been  enacted  by  Congress, 
we  ought  surely  to  pass  those  laws  with  that 
well-informed  deliberation  which  their  impor- 
tance demands.  A  view  of  the  instructions  and 
correspondence,  according  to  which  the  various 
concessions  and  arrangements  were  made,  is  as 
necessary  for  this  House  as  for  the  Senate.  But 
no  such  documents  have  accompanied  any  treaty, 
which  has  been  laid  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. They  have  been  called  for  but  in  one 
instance,  and  that  call  was  positively  refused  by 
WASHiNQTOif  himself,  because  the  treaty  had 
full  authority  without  their  decision.  In  this 
refusal,  every  succeeding  Congress  has  acqui- 
esced. 

That  a  treaty  has  all  the  force  of  law,  without 
the  aid  of  Congress,  was  th*^  decided  opinion  of 
President  Washington,  as  was  read  by  an  hon- 
orable gentleman  the  other  day.  As  a  member 
of  the  Uonvention,  and  its  President,  he  must 
have  known  the  intention  of  that  body,  and 
finding  it  plainl^r  expressed  in  the  written  Con- 
stitution, he  uniformly  declared  this  to  be  the 
true  construction,  and  practiced  accordingly,  un- 
der the  most  solemn  responsibility. 

Mr.  Jefferson  also  early  embraced  the  same 
opinion.  Of  his  decisions,  when  correct,  I  most 
cordially  approve.  In  1790  a  treaty  was  made 
with  the  Indians  of  the  Creek  nation.  They 
wished  that  the  goods  they  s|iould  receive  should 
be  imported  free  from  duties.  The  President 
submitted  to  the  Heads  of  Department  this  ques- 
tion, whether  a  treaty  with  that  nation  would 
authorize  the  admission  of  those  good&  without 
paying  the  duties.  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  Secretary 
of  State,  gave  his  opinion,  that  "a  treaty  made 
by  the  President,  with  the  ftdvice  and  consent  of 
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two-thirds  of  the  Seoaco,  wu  a  law  of  the  laad, 
and  would  repeal  past  laws."  In  this  opioioo  it 
is  believed  the  whole  Cabinet  agreed.  This  was 
not  a  vapor  of  philosophy — a  mere  theoretic 
fanejr— 'it  was  a  solemn  oecision  of  aa  important 
question  brought  to  the  test  of  practice. 

Mr.  Madison  appears  also  to  be  of  the  same 
opinion.    The  late  Treaty  of  Peace  contains 
many  important  stipalations.    It  cedes  the  pres- 
ent possession  of  territory,  it  authorizes  Commis- 
sioners to  establish  our  whole  Eastern  and  North- 
ern boundary,  it  submits  to  their  decuion  the 
jurisdiction  of  tracts  of  much  talne  and  of  great 
importance  to  our  frontiers.    On  this  he  has 
acted ;  he  is  carryioff  its  prorisions  into  effect ; 
he  has  commanded  ail  officers,  civil  and  military, 
faithfully  to  observe  and  fulfil  it ;  he  has  ap- 
pointed the  Commissioners,  and  doubtless  as- 
signed them  their  pay,  and  given  them  their 
instrnctions.    All  this  has  been  done  without  a 
legislative  act,  confirming  the  treaty  or  enacting 
any  of  its  stipulations.    He  has  called  for  no 
such  act,  and  appears  never  to  have  deemed  it 
necessary.    Does  he  require  a  ratification  of  the 
treaty  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  this  amend- 
ment?   What,  sir,  has  he  sent  us?    Take  it 
from  your  table,  look  at  it,  examine  it  carefully. 
What  is  it  ?    It  is  nothing  more  than  a  scrap  of 
a  newspaper.    It  purports  to  be  nothing  more 
than  the  copy  of  a  proclamation,  not  of  a  treaty. 
Are  we  to  ratify,  confirm,  give  life  and  energy  to 
this?    Had  he  deemed  our  approbation  neces- 
sary, his  wishes  would  have  been  expressed  in  a 
▼ery  different  manner.    Before  the  Senate  he 
laid  the  original  official  treaty.    Such  documents 
as  were  necessary  to  understand  it,  and  the  rea- 
sons why  it  was  made,  were  also  presented  for 
their  information.    As  nothing  of  these  came  to 
us,  it  is  evident  he  contemplated  the  passage  of 
no  such  bill  as  is  contained  in  this  amendment. 
He  considers  the  treaty  as  being  now  in  full 
force,  and  needing  no  aid  from  us.    It  is,  how- 
ever, said  that  this  cannot  be  the  opinion  of  the 
President,  for  he  instructed  Idr.  Russell  to  stip- 
ulate *'  that  the  employment  of  British  seamen 
should  be  prohibited  bv  law."    If  he  considered 
a  treaty  to  be  law,  why  engage,  by  a  treaty,  to 
make  a  law?    The  answer  is  at 'hand.    The 
manner  and  the  penalty  of  the  prohibition  are 
entirely  municipal,  and  therefore  could  not  be 
fixed  by  treaty.    In  the  thing  promised  the  other 
nation  has  a  concern,  but  the  manner  of  fulfilling 
the  stipulation  belongs  wholly  to  ourselves,  and 
must  be  determined  by  our  legislative  acts. 

Where,  then,  it  is  gravely  inquired,  is  the 
power  of  Congress  to  regulate  trade  ?  It  is  not 
certainly  in  this  House,  the  Constitution  has  not 
placed  it  there^  but  in  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. There  it  remains  entire,  notwithstanding 
the  extent  of  the  treaty-making  power.  What- 
ever regulations  we  make,  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate,  and  approbation  of  the  President, 
or  without  his  assent,  under  certain  restrictions 
will  be  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  will  repeal  all 
prior  confiictiog  laws,  whether  in  the  form  of 
acts  or  treaties.    But  can  the  consent  of  the  Sea- 


ate  be  obtained  to  any  bill  in  opposition  to  the 
provisions  of  the  convention  ?  We  know  it  can- 
not. The  power  then  contended  for  by  the  advo- 
cates of  this  amendment  is  not  of  regulating 
trade,  but  of  embarrassing  the  regulations  that 
are  attempted.  Not  of  introducing  order,  but 
confusion  into  all  proceedings  on  that  important 
concern.  But  is  the  power  of  regulating  trade 
taken  away,  by  the  Interpretation  of  the  Con- 
stitution contended  for,  even  in  the  case  now 
before  us  ?  Not  in  the  least  ?  The  treaty  fixes 
only  the  equalitjr  of  duties  and  tonnage,  not  the 
ottafi^um;  this  is  yet  to  be  determined  by  law. 
We  may  reduce  the  rate  of  British  vessels  until 
they  shall  equal  the  American,  or  raise  our  own 
until  they  equal  the  foreign  standard,  or  we  may 
deviate  from  both,  either  by  diminution  or  excess. 
A  law  thus  regulating  our  trade  with  Great 
Britain  will  be  necessary,  and  will  doubtless  be 
comprised  in  the  bill  for  a  new  tarifij  if  not  oth- 
erwise obtained.  This  law,  when  it  shall  be 
passed,  will  determine  not  the  equality,  which  is 
alreadv  fixed  by  the  treaty,  as  is  proposed  by  this 
amendfment,  but  the  precise  sum  which  is  to  be 
received  from  British  subjects  and  from  Amer- 
icans. 

It  has  often  been  inquired  whether  this  House 
is  bound  to  carry  into  effect  such  treaties  as  the 
President  and  Senate  shall  make?  Most  cer- 
tainly. We  are  bound  by  all  laws  which  are 
constitutionally  enaoted.  If  the  treaty  is  so  made 
as  to  become  the  law  of  the  land,  it  binds  this 
House,  the  other  branches  of  the  Gkivernment 
and  every  individual  of  the  community.  After 
the  Government  has  been  in  operation  for  so 
many  years,  have  we  yet  to  learn  that  all  laws, 
while  they  continue  laws,  are  binding  on  all  per- 
sons and  all  bodies  ?  In  some  countries  there  are 
orders  and  individuals  who  are  above  the  laws, 
but  we  have  reason  to  be  thankful  thai  here 
there  are  no  such  privileged  orders.  Whatever 
is  necessary  to  be  oone  to  give  effect  to  a  law  by 
the  President,  by  the  Senate,  by  this  House,  by 
any  officer  or  by  any  citizen,  each  is  bound  by 
that  law  to  perform  it.  There  is,  there  can  be 
no  exception.  If  we  can  obtain  the  necessary 
consent  of  the  other  bmnches,  we  can  repeal  a 
law,  but  until  that  repeal  is  effected,  we  are,  and 
must  be  bound  to  observe  it.  Treaties  may  be 
repealed,  or  set  aside  for  good  reasons,  as  well  as 
other  laws,  and  a  majority  of  the  two  Houses, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  President,  can  at 
att]r  time  render  them  void.  But,  while  they  re- 
main in  force,  this  House  is  bound  to  obey  them, 
and  do  every  incumbent  act  to  give  them  com- 
plete effect. 

The  late  Treaty  of  Peace  has  been  confirmol 
by  no  law  enacting  its  stipulations.  The  Presi- 
dent and  Senate,  however,  have  appointed  the 
Commissioners,  as  agreed,  to  ascertain  our  East- 
ern and  Northern  boundary.  One  honorable  gen- 
tleman has  been  taken  from  this  House.  They 
have  probably  made  arrangements  for  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties,  and  will  soon  enter 
upon  them.  When  the  arduous  ta^  it  per- 
formed, shall  we  be  under  no  obligations  to  make 
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appropriations  for  their  serTiccs  ?  Can  we  plead 
we  never  ratified  the  treatv,  and  therefore  we  are 
not  bound  ?  The  principle  is  too  abeord  to  be 
admitted  for  a  moment. 

If  it  be  so,  says  an  honorable  gentleman,  the 
President  and  Senate,  by  the  aid  of  a  foreign 
Power,  or  even  of  a  Chickasaw  chief,  may  levy 
and  repeal  taxes.  Not  so ;  snch  monstroos  con- 
sequences do  not  follow.  The  laying  and  repeal- 
ing of  taxes  are  municipal  acts,  with  which  for- 
eign nations  can  have  no  proper  concern.  They 
cannot,  therefore,  be  the  subjects  of  treaty  stipu- 
lations. Besidej  all  bills  for  raising  revenue  must 
originate  in  this  House.  They  cannot  be  intro- 
doeed,  much  less  completed,  .by  the  President,  nor 
Senate,  nor  by  both  united. 

It  has  been,  however,  confidently  asserted,  that 
if  such  be  the  treaty-making  power  it  may  obtain 
a  subsidy,  and  apply  it  for  its  own  purposes.  One 
gentleman  has  assured  us  that,  by  treaty,  money 
to  any  amount  may  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Paymaster  General,  and  thus  wars,  i(  not  com- 
menced, may  be  prolonged  without  legislative 
consent.  But  here,  too,  the  Constitution  has  in- 
troduced an  ample  guard.  If  the  suteidy  be  made 
to  the  United  States,  it  must  be  paia  into  the 
Treasury,  and  cannot  be  drawn  therefrom  but  by 
an  appropriation  passed  in  this  House.  If  it  be 
made  to  an  individual  officer  it  is  expressly  for- 
bidden— ^'^hat  no  person  holding  any  office  of 

*  profit  or  trust,  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Con- 

*  gresB,  accept  of  any  present  or  emolument  from 
^  any  king,  prince,  or  foreign  State."  A  gentle- 
man from  Viigiaia  has  with  much  complacency 
inquired,  which  is  most  safe,  lo  lodge  this  exten- 
sive power  with  the  President  and  Senate  only, 
or  to  require  the  consent  of  the  popular  branch, 
the  more  immediate  representatives  of  the  people? 
With  leave  from  that  gentleman,  and  from  his 
known  candor  I  am  sure  he  will  indulge  me,  I 
would  somewhat  vary  the  question.  Would  it 
not  be  more  safe  to  disregard  the  Constitution 
than  to  obey  it;  to  leap  the  bounds  prescribed, 
than  to  keep  within  them  ?  I  might  ask,  also, 
would  it  not  be  more  safe  to  extend  oar  case  not 
only  to  ihe  Seaate,  but  to  the  courts  of  justice  ? 
They  may  be  ignorant  or  corrupt-^juries  maybe 
led  astray^wonld  it  not  ioerease  our  safety  for 
the  representatives  of  the  people  to  revise  their 
proceedings;  to  make  it  more  certain  that  the 
innocent  shall  be  acquitted  and  the  guilty  con- 
demned? 

Is  this,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  inquiry  of  the  people? 
No ;  they  have  already  declared,  by  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  in  whose  hands  they  deem 
this  concern  most  safely  lodged.  Their  laws  for 
raisioff  revenue  they  have  intrusted  to  us  io  the 
first  place;  their  ordinary  municipal  regulations 
they  have  placed  in  our  hands,  in  concurrence 
with  the  Senate  and  President,  but  the  formation 
of  their  compacts  ^with  other  nations  they  have 
committed  exclusively  to  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate. It  is  this  House  that  makes  the  inquiry. 
Flushed  with  self-approbation,  we  imagine  our- 
selves not  only  immaculate,  but  impeccable. 
This,  sir,  is  natural    It  is  no  new  language  to 


say.  O  that  I  were  OMde  jvdge  in  the  land,  and  I 
would  do  justice.  All  that  need  to  be  said  here  is, 
the  people  in  their  wisdom  have  thought  dif- 
ferently. 

But  what  is  this  House,  eoncerning  Which  this 
inquiry  of  safety  has  been  made?  It  is  that  body 
which,  when  the  people,  by  their  representatives, 
would  have  complained,  has  eommaoded  silence; 
when  they  were  proposing  measures  of  rdief,  has 
denied  the  liberty  of  speech ;  when  presenting 
amendments  to  burdensome  laws,  has  refused  to 
hear  them ;  when  attempting  to  plead  their  own 
cause,  to  use  a  favorite  expression  of  agentlemao 
from  Virginia,  has  put  a  gag  in  their  mouth,  lest 
a  shriek  should  give  the  alarm.  This  is  the  body 
with  whom  it  is  imagined  our  treatynaiakiag  con- 
cerns might  be  intrusted  with  such  perfect  safety. 
Is  it  said  this  obnoxious  rule  is  now  to  be  laid  aside? 
I  ardently  hope  and  confidently  believe  it  will ; 
but  does  not  the  fact  of  its  having  existed  so  long, 
in  opposition  to  every  correct  princi|de  and  every 
right,  but  that  of  power  In  the  minority,  give  us 
reason  to  fear  it  ma^  return?  The  people,  sir, 
have  made  a  wise  choice;  they  have  placed  this 
important  oower  in  the  safest  hands,  as  appears 
from  abundant  experience. 

This  bill  has>  been  called  a  disease ;  a  disease, 
not  daoserous  from  its  nature,  but  from  the  treat- 
ment it  has  received.  I,  sir,  would  rather  call  this 
itch  for  power  the  disease.  This  leaping  Coniiti- 
tutional  bounds,  this  grasping  at  authority  on 
every  side,  is  a  political  disease,  contagious,  ma- 
lignant, and  extremely  dangerous.  Unless  prompt- 
ly checked,  it  will  inevitably  prove  fatal.  It  has 
brought  to  the  dust  most  of  the  free  Gk>vemments 
which  have  been  in  the  world ;  some  by  sudden 
revolutionary  spasms,  and  some  by  more  linger^ 
ing,  but  not  less  certain  decay.  This  disease,  un- 
less speedily  cured,  will  prove  fatal  to  us.  Its 
symptoms  aremaoy;  it  indicates  to  be  deeply 
seated  in  this  House,  the  very  vitals  of  our  Gov- 
ernment. 

It  is  but  a  few  hours,  Mr.  Speaker,  since  I  had 
the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  noor.  During  this 
short  space,  ivitbin  these  walls,  which  should  be 
sacred  to  liberty  and  Constitutional  order,  I  have 
heard  that,  at  which  I  am  astonished,  at  which 
my  soul  has  trembled.  Authority,  sovereign,  un- 
controlled, unbounded  by  any  law,  has  been  cmimed 
for  this  House.  On  the  one  hand,  the  treaty- 
making  power  is  denounced  for  pursuing  tne 
plainest  directions  of  the  Constitution,  for  not 
stooping  to  the  high  command  which  we  are 
pleased  to  assume.  On  the  other,  the  courts  of 
justice  are  condemned  for  presuming  to  give  |>re- 
ference  to  the  Constitution  over  the  laws  which 
we  have  enacted.  Though  their  power  extends 
to  *'all  cases  in  law  and  equity,  arising  under  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws;"  yet.  if  they  dare  to 
decide  against  an  act  of  ours,  wnich  opposes  the 
Constitution,  here  it  is  declared  usurpation — an 
abridgment  of  the  sacred  rights  of  the  guardians 
of  the  people.  Where,  sir,  will  this  thirst  for 
power,  this  spurning  at  all  restraint,  lead  us  ?  Gk> 
but  a  little  further,  sir,  and  decrees  of  condemna- 
tion, and  execution  for  treason  will  issue  from 
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your  table.  Qo  but  a  TtHfo  ftmher,  sir,  and  your 
Serfeant-ac-Arms  will  bring  from  bi«  cell  your 
prisooers,  to  tbe  block  or  the  stake.  Yes,  sir, 
take  but  a  few  steps  more,  and  yoo  plonse  whenee 
you  never,  never  can  return,  bot  by  blood,  eon- 
Tokiott,  and  all  the  horrors  of  reVolutioo. 

When  Mr.  Lyon  coocluded,  Mr.  FoaavTH 
briefly  replied. 

The  <iaestioo  oaeonearriBg  in  the  ameadiaents 
which  go  to  aubstitttte  tbe  biU  which  first  passed 
this  House,  in  lieu  of  the  Seaate's  bill,  was  then 
decided:  For  the  aneadnents  81, -against  rhem 
70,  as  fellows : 

Yx.4B*-*][assn.  Alezandsr.  Arehar,  Bakar,  Batboiir» 
Baasett,  Batamati,  Baaaatt,  BiidssifB,  Blount,  Bnaks, 
Biyan,  Bornsida^  CaUweil,  Gannon,  Charko  of  North 
Casoliaay  Cleodennai,  Cloptan,  Coiaatoek,  Candicty 
Comar,  Crftwford,  Ciaighton,  Cnthbart,  Barliagtoa, 
Desha,  Forsyth,  Glasgow,  Griffin,  Hahn,HaU,  Hawas, 
Henderson,  Hongsxlbrd,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New 
York,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jadison,  Kerr  of  Viiginia, 
Sang  of  Massachnsetts,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,' 
Maday,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton,  Newton,  Parrts,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Randolph,  ftoane,  Robert- 
son, Root,  Ross,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Shefiey, 
Smhfa  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Taol,  TwAot  of  New 
York,  Taylorof  Booth  Oaroiina/relfair,  Tucker,  Wal- 
lace, Wafd  Of  New  Jeisey,  Wendover,  Whiteside, 
Wilde,  Wilkte.  WSltams^  WIBouaMiy,  THomas  Wil- 
aon,  WiUiaai  Wilson,  and  Yancay. 

NATs-^Xassas.  Alhat«0B,  Bear,  Baylies,  Baits,  Boss, 
Bradbu7,BreclBSBiidgei  Bngham,  Brown,  Oa^,  Cal- 
houn, Qhampion,  OhappaU,  Gilley,  Goo^per,  Oalpeper, 
Davenport,  Forney,  Gaaton,  Gold,  GoUsboiaaght  Gvos- 
venor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Haidin,  Haibefl,  Hopkinson, 
Hogar,  Jewett,  Kant,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lasig- 
don.  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Xovett,  Lyon,  Mason,  MiUs, 
Milnor,  Moore  of  South  Carolina,  Mosalej^,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Read,  Rice,  Ruggles,  Seigeant,  Smith  of  Penninrlvania, 
8tan£>rd,  Stearns,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart, 
Tallmadge,  Tate,  Thomas,  Throop,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachnsetts^  Ward  of  New  York,  Wheaton,  Wilcox, 
Woodward,  Wright,  and  Yates. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  titne  to*morrow. 


ToBBDiay,  Febroary  5. 

Mr.  H0OBR  submitMNi  the  Mkiwhtg  vesoltMion, 
which  waa  read  aad  ordered  to  He  on  the  table : 

RawAvif,  l*hat  a  select  committee  of  —  mem- 
bers be  appobted,  to- examine  aenera&y  into  the  sub- 
ject of  tmsettled  balances  due  tbe  United  States,  and 
especiaRy  into  Iho  annual  statementa  laid  before  Con- 
gvMB  by  Ihe  Comptroller  of  the  IVeasury,  in  confor- 
mity to  an  act  of  the  third  of  March,  ItM^  faquiring 
diat  an  annual  statamant  aboald  be  laid  befbia  Con- 
gress of  the  aaoonatom  the  Tsaaaaiy,  War,  and  Navy 
Bqpartnianta,  which  may  have  xemaiiiad  mops  than 
thiaa  yaars  unsettled,  or  on  which  balancea  appear 
to  have  bean  due  moae  than  three  yean  prior  to  the 
30lh  September  then  last  past }  to  investigate  the  causes 
which  have  given  rise  to  such  extensive  unsettled  bal- 
ances; to  recommend  such  measures  as  may  in  their 
o^mion  be  most  likely  to  bring  de&ulteis  to  a  speedy 
settlement  of  their  accounts,  and  prevent,  in  time  to 
14th  Con.  1st  Sess. — 29 


coma,  "^M  lecoRenea  and  oonlinQanoe  of  unsettled 
balances  to  so  large  aad  atehniag  «» aaumnt* 

A  message  was  reoeived  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  respecting  the  lands  in  tbe 
fiftchi^n  Territory^  desiprnated  bT  law  towards 
satisfying  tbe  land  bounties  promised  to  the  sol- 
diers of  the  htearmy,  dbc;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  letrer  from  tbe  Register  of  the  Treasury,  and 
two  statements  in  answer  to  the.resolotiaii  aob- 
mitted  by  Mr.  Rahbiolfh  00  theaaeood  inamat, 
and  adopted  by  thefioii8ey«aterday;  which  wei^ 
ordared  to  lie  ao  the  table* 

The  bill  frooa  tiK'fienata  ^  oooeorniog  theoon- 
vantion  to  tegulaie  tbe  ^ammwreo  between  the 
Uiriled  Statea  and  Hts  Britannie  Majesty."  'was 
read  the  third  time  «s  vmended,  and  passed. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  resumed 
tbe  consideration  of  the  resohition  submitted  by 
bian  yesterday.  He  then  withdrew  his  motion, 
and  in  lieu  thereof  laid  on  the  table,  for  future 
consideration,  tbe  following: 

Jtuolvedt  That  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  exclu- 
ding from  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  or  of  in- 
creasing the  duties  on  all  foreign  vessels  owned  in, 
coming  from,  bound  to,  or  touching  at,  «ny  of  tibe 
possessions  of  any  nation  of  Bun^e  in  tbe  Weat  In- 
dies, and  in  the  continent  of  America,  from  which  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  are  excluded,  and  of  pio- 
hiMting  or  of  increasing  the  duties  on  Uie  importation 
in  foreign  vessels  of  any  articles  of  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture  of  such  possessions. 

This  motion  lies  oa  tbe  table. 

STAW  OP  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.JoBMaoit,  of  Kentucky,  froaa  tiie  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  biU  for  organ* 
ising  tbe  geaeral  suff,  and  makiag  fttrthar  pto^ 
vision  for  the  Avmiy  of  th«  Uaiiad  Slartaa,  whiah 
anas  read  twice  afed  eommitied  to  thfe  Comasetlaa 
-of  tbe  Whole  «i  tbe  biil  nnikii^  profusion  for  an 
•dditiooal  military  aoadeny. 

Mr.  JomiaON  also  oommunicaiied  tb«  follow* 
iDgdocument; 

Wak  BxrAnTsraarT,  Dee.  1S7, 1815. 

Bvk :  In  replying  to  your  letter  of  die  Slst  instant, 
inquiring  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  Ibr 
the  stair  appointments  which  have  been  provisianailjr 
retained,  and  for  such  others  as  the  interest  of  the  ser- 
vice may  require,  it  is  presumed  that  the  intention  of 
the  Committee  over  Whoso  dellberationsyoa  preside  is 
to  give  to  the  Miliury  Peace  Eatablishment  that  or- 
ganisation which  is  necessary  to  secure  to  it  all  the 
efficiency  which  can  be  expected  from  its  nnmerieal 
force.  The  experience  of  the  two  first,  campaigna  of 
the  last  war,  which  has  furnished  volumes  of  evidence 
upon  this  subject,  has  incontestably  established  not 
only  the  expediency,  but  the  necessity  of  giving  to  tlto 
MiUtaiy  Establishment,  in  time  of  peace,  the  organiza- 
tion which  it  must  have  to  render  it  efficient  in  a  state 
of  war. 

It  is  believed  also  to  be  demonstrable,  that  a  com- 
plete organization  of  the  staff  will  contribute  as  much 
to  the  economy  of  the  establishment  as  to  its  effidancy. 
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The  itationftij  itaff  of  a  militaiy  etUUiahment  | 
should  be  lubBtaiitiaUT  the  sane  in  peace  m  in  war, 
without  reArence  to  the  numher  or  distribution  of  the 
troops  of  which  it  is  composed.  It  is,  therefore,  re- 
spectfully proposed  that  this  branch  of  the  general 
staff  be  organized  in  the  manner  following,  viz  : 

One  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  at  Washington. 

One  qutirtermaster  general,  at  Washington. 

One  paymaster  general,  do. 

One  commiflsaiy  general,  at  Philadelphia. 

One  apothecary  general,  do 

The  organization  of  the  division  of  staff  should  be 
regulated  by  the  number  of  independent  corps  into 
which  the  military  force  is  distributed.  By  general 
order  of  the  17th  Ma^  last,  the  United  SUtes  were  di- 
vided into  militaiy  divisions,  commanded  by  generals, 
independent  of  each  otiier,  within  their  reijpective  di- 
visions. As  nothing  has  oeeorredy  since  this  diatrtba- 
tion  of  the  military  force  has  been  made,  to  change 
the  opinion  which  was  then  enterfeaiaed  of  its  ew- 
diency,  it  is  proposed  to  organiae  the  division  staff  so 
that  each  division  shall  comprehend— 

One  adjutant  general  and  two  assistant  adjutant 
generals; 

One  inspector  general  and  two  assistant  inspector 
generals; 

One  quartermaster  general  and  two  deputy  quarter- 
masters general,  with  regimental  quartermasters,  as  at 
present  authorized ; 

Three  judge  advocates ; 

Twochapluna; 

One  deputy  commissary  general  and  two  assistant 
commissaries  of  issues,  four  hospital  surgeons,  and 
eight  hospital  surgeons'  mates,  and  as  many  post 
surgeons,  with  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  hospital 
surgeons^  mates,  as  the  distribution  of  the  forces  into 
garrtMUs  and  posts  may  require,  not  exceeding  twelve ; 

Four  assistant  apothecaries; 

Two  assistant  deputy  paymasters^  with  regimental 
paymasters,  as  now  established. 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  change  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  com  of  artillery,  the  corps  of  engineers,  or 
the  ordnance  department,  unless  the  committee  should 
be  disposed  to  increase  the  corps  of  engineers.  Con- 
nderiag  the  qualifications  of  the  officers  of  that  corps, 
and  the  great  utility  which  may  be  derived  Irom  trans- 
ferring them  into  the  line  of  the  Army,  when  a  sudden 
augmentation  of  the  Military  Establishment  should 
become  necessary  at  the  approach  of  war,  some  in- 
crease of  that  scientific  corps  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  act  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment 
has  produced  some  inequalities  in  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  the  officers,  whichi  owing  to  die  particular 
circumstances  under  whidi  that  act  was  passed,  it  is 
probable  were  neither  foreseen  nor  intended.  One 
case  of  thb  nature  is  the  allowance  of  forage  to  a  ma- 
jor general  of  twenty  dollars  a  month,  whilst  the  adju- 
tant general  is  allowed  thirty.  The  allowance  of  a 
clerk  to  one  of  the  major  generals,  and  not  to  the 
other,  must  have  proceeded  from  the  same  cause. 
The  fact  of  these  inequalities  are  mentioned  here  with 
a  view  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the 
pay  and  emoluments  of  the  officers  of  the  Army  gen- 
erally. 

Should  any  explanations  growing  out  of  this  com- 
munication be  required,  it  will  afford  me  great  pleas- 
ure to  give  them,  m  writing  or  verbally,  to  the  com- 
mittee, whenever  it  shall  suit  their  convenience. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully*  your  very  hum- 
ble servant,  WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 


THB  REVENUE. 

The  House  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 

SropositioD    of   the   Committee    of  Ways  and 
leans  to  continue  the  direct  tax  of  three  mil- 
lions another  year. 

Mr.  Fickbrb'b  motion  to  reconsider  Che  TOte 
on  the  question  of  repealing  said  tax  being  under 
consideration- 
Messrs.  LowMDBS,  Hanbon,  and  Sbeoeant, 
spoke  at  length  against  this  motion,  and  Metsia. 
Steabnb,  Athbrton,  Randolph,  and  Piokbmb, 
in  favor  of  it ;  the  debate  taming  on  the  merits 
of  the  proposed  direct  tax,  on  generalprineiples, 
at  the  present  conjunctare  of  our  affairs.  Mr. 
TucKBR  spoke  briefly  in  explanation. 
Mr.  Atbbbtor  spoke  as  toliows : 
Mr.  Speaker,  if  it  appeared  to  me  that  a  dtreet 
tax  was  necessary,  either  for  the  support  of  the 
public  crediL  or  to  meet  any  system  of  pnhlie  ex- 
penditare,  of  which  I  could  approve,  it  should  not 
fail  for  the  want  of  my  support.  But  belieriog, 
as  I  do,  that  a  direct  tax  is  not  wanted  for  either 
of  those  purposes,  I  shall  use  mv  rote  and  my  en- 
deavors to  procure  its  repeal.  This  course  I  should 
take,  even  if  I  did  not  feel  anv  particular  hostility 
to  a  direct  tax ;  for  I  should  Chink  it  correct  to 
avail  myself  of  what  I  hope  will  be  the  prevailing 
disposition  of  the  House,  to  efiect  an  alleviation 
of  the  public  burdens^  where  there  seems  the 
greatest  probability  of  success.  Yet  there  ace 
gentlemen,  no  enemies  to  leflsening  those  burdens^ 
who  will  take  no  redaction,  beeaase  they  cannot 
procure  it  in  taxes,  which  they  esteem  more  ob- 
jectionable. They  are  willing  to  sacrifice  a  gea- 
eral  object  to  one  of  minor  consequence.  I  shall 
act,  sir,  upon  a  different  principle,  f  say  retrench ; 
and  if  I  cannot  have  retrenchment  when  I  would, 
I  will  take  it  when  I  can. 

I  presume,  sir,  there  is  no  member  of  this  House 
so  little  acquainted  with  the  cooceros  and  feel- 
ings of  his  constituents,  as  not  to  know  that  the 
direct  tax  is  the  most  offensive  of  any  on  the  long 
catalogue  of  taxation.  This  is  not  a  sudden  and 
impetuous  disgust  on  the  part  of  the  people.  It  is 
of  longstandmg;  it  has  been  uniform  and  uni- 
versal. "Consideration,  like  an  angel,  has  come ;" 
yet  the  people  are  hostile  to  this  tax.  Upon  every 
principle  that  binds  a  representative  to  his  con- 
stituent, these  circamstances  are  entitled  to  great 
weight  and  deep  consideration  in  all  parts  of  this 
House.  By  this  repeal,  we  should  diffuse  a  gen- 
eral joy  throughout  the  great  mass  of  the  Amer- 
ican population.  It  is  certainly  worthy  our  most 
serious  deliberation,  whether  these  universal  im- 
pressions of  the  people  upon  this  subject  are  not 
well  founded.  " 

During  this  discussion*  various  reasons  hare 
been  assigned  why  the  people  do,  and  why  they 
ought  to,  feel  a  peculiar  jealousy  against  this 
mode  of  approaching  their  purses  and  property, 
on  the  part  of  the  General  Goveromenc^ — (heae 
reasons  1  shall  not  repeat.  But,  there  are  gentle- 
men here  who  profess  to  be  attached  to  this  tax, 
because  they  say  it  is  an  equal  tax;  others  any, 
that  if  not  equal,  it  has  the  happy  power  of  mak- 
ing even  the  inequalities  of  the  other  taxes ;  that 
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it  bears  with  a  light  hand  where  other  taxes  press 
hearilyi  ^nd  that  tt  bears  with  a  heavjr  band 
where  other  taxes  press  lightly.    They,  io  short, 
represent  it  as  a  smoothing  plane,  that  reduces  to 
a  perfect  level  tbe  superficies  of  taxation, and  that 
no  system  of  taxation  can  be  perfect  without  it. 
Others  imagine  that  the  States  not  holding  slaves 
ought  to  cling  to  this  mode  of  raising  money  as 
favorable  to  them — as  the  oonsideratidn  which 
chey  receive  for  having  consented  to  a  diminished 
representation  in  this  body.    To  these  views,  I 
wish  to  draw  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
From  a  document  that  has  been  laid  upon  our 
tables,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  whicb  I  had 
the  honor  of  moving  the  other  day,  and  from  some 
other  sources  of  information,  of  the  correctness  of 
which  1  enteruin  no  doubt,  results  follow  not  fa- 
vorable to  either  of  the  positions  above  stated. 
No  proposition  can  be  more  fallacious  than  that 
a  tax  is  equal,  because  it  is  apportioned  according 
to  numbers.    This  pre-supposes  an  equality  of 
property,  which  does  not  exist.    If  the  rate  per 
centum  on  a  hundred  dollars  of  valuation  be  not 
the  same,  the  tax  is  unequal.    How  is  this  with 
as,  next  to  the  direct  tax  of  six  millions?  Massa- 
chusetts pays  forty-two  cents  on  the  hundred  dol- 
lars of  valuation ;  New  Hampshire  fifty- two  cents, 
and  Vermont  sixty-two  cents;  while  Connecticut 
pays  only  twenty-six  cents.  New  York  thirty 
ients,  and  Pennsylvania  twenty-two  cents.    That 
is  to  say.  New  Hampshire  pays  twice  as  much 
as  Connecticut,  and  Vermont  twice  as  much  as 
New  York,  and  nearly  three  times  as  much  as 
Pennsylvania.    New  York  as  easilv  pays  its  pro- 
portion of  a  direct  tax  of  four  millions  as  New 
Hampshire  does  its  proportion  of  a  direct  tax  of 
two  millions.    Vermont  pays  its  proportion  of  a 
direct  tax  of  six  millions,  when  Pennsylvania  only 
pavs  its  proportion  of  two  millions— that  is,  if  the 
valuation  or  property  be  taken  as  the  basis  of  tax- 
ation.   These  retnriw  are  in  the  office  of  the  Sec* 
retary  of  the  Treasury ;  the  results  are  undeniable* 
Where,  then,  I  ask,  is  the  boasted  equality  of  this 
tax,  and  how  does  it  show  its  mercy  to  those 
States  that  pay  an   undue  proportion  of  the 
other  taxes.?    What  States  pay  the  tax  on  salt? 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont. 
What  States  pay  the  enormous  duty  on  imported 
rum  ?    Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  and  Ver- 
mont.   What  States  are  moiit  severely  oppressed 
with. the  land  tax?    The  same.    Nor  do  I  find 
any  relief  from  this  picture,  by  observing  how  it 
operates  on  the  slaveholding  States.    Maryland, 
for  instance,  pays  twenty-five  cents  on  the  valua- 
tion of  one  hundred  dollars ;  Virginia  pays  twen- 
ty-eight cents.    But  it  may  be  said  that  this 
includes  the  valuation  of  their  States.    True,  it 
does;  but  exclusive  of  their  slaves  the  tax  would 
only  be  increased  four  cents  in  Maryland,  and 
pernaps  six  cents  in  Virginia,  leaving  them  at 
about  one-half  what  New  Hampshire  and  Vir- 
ginia pays.    If,  sir,  any  confidence  is  to  be  at- 
tached to  these  results,  it  follows — 
1st.  That  a  direct  tax  is  oppressively  unequal 
2d.  That  it  does  not  restore  the  inequalities  of  the 
other  taxes,  but  increases  their  unequal  operation. 


3d.  That  the  States  not  holding  slaves  eannoC 
discover  in  this  mode  of  raising  money  anything 
favorable  to  them. 

Indeed,  sir,  if  they  expected  to  receive,  in  direct 
taxation,  as  regulated  by  the  Constitution,  a  com- 
pensation for  having  bartered  a  portion  of  iheir 
independence,  they  have  been  most  grossly  de- 
ceived. In  tne  language  of  poor  Richard^  they 
have  ^'  paid  too  dear  for  the  whistle."  This  tax 
is  also  particularly  severe  in  its  pressure  upon 
those  farmers  who  are  in  debt  for  their  land, 
which  is  the  case  with  a  large  portion  of  oar 
young  men^  and  upon  those  whose  farms  are  only 
cultivated  in  part,  when  the  labor  goes  to  im- 
proving and  enhancing  the  value  of  the  f^rm,  but 
not  to  the  production  of  a  crop.  In  such  case  it 
operates  as  a  tax  on  indttstrv,  and  not  on  income* 
The  fluctuating  state  of  the  population  of  the 
United  States  is  also  another  source  of  inequality. 
While  some  States  have,  since  the  last  census, 
gained  an  additional  population,  sufficient  to  en- 
title them  to  two  and  three  Representatives,  oth^ 
States  have  been  nearly  stationary  ;^  but  the  tax 
is  levied  according  to  the  population  of  1810, 
which  varies  materially  from  the  present  popula- 
tion, and  weighs  most  heavily  against  those  States 
that  have  so  many  other  reasons  to  complain 
against  this  tax. 

Besides,  sir,  I  must  confess  that  I  feel  strong 
objeetions  against  the  apparatns  and  machinery 
which  this  tax  requires.  I  accord  most  sincerely 
with  the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts, 
whose  head  is  whitened  with  the  frosts  of  seventy, 
but  whose  mind  still  blooms  in  the  verdure  ot 
Spring,  in  a  reply  which  he  so  hsppily  made  the 
other  day,  that  *^  Executive  influence  had  in* 
creased,  was  increasing,  and  ouffht  to  be  dimin- 
ished." As  nearly  as  I  can  calculate,  it  takes  a 
standing  army  of  about  three  thousand  retainers 
of  the  Government  to  assess  and  collect  a  direct 
ux  in  the  United  States.  That  is.  about  one  man 
to  every  thousaad  dollars  of  tax.  ot  which  he  takes 
from  one  to  tWo  hundred  dollars.  This  is  an 
army,  in  my  opinion,  quite  too  numerous  for  a 
Peace  Establishment.  I  am  for  disbanding  them, 
and  for  doing  it  so  eflSectually  that  there  shall  be 
no  excuse  for  retaining,  brevettioff,  or  paying 
any  portion  of  the  staff*  provisionally.  I  cannot, 
sir,  but  indulge  the  hope  that  a  revenue  of  thirty- 
six  millions,  exclusive  of  the  direct  tax,  will  sa- 
tisfy the  demands' of  the  Government  for  the 
current  year. 

We  are  too,  sir,  at  the  close  of  a  war  which  has 
not  added  to  the  resources  of  our  country—- of  a 
war  in  which  Canada  has  not  been  taken — of  a 
war  in  which  no  rights  have  been  secured  to  the 
merchant  flag.  Gentlemen  do  not  seem  to  re- 
member, that  prior  to  this  war,  and  as  if  prepar- 
atory to  it,  we  were  sweated  to  exhaustion  by  the 
empiricism  of  embargo,  non-importation,  and 
non-intercourse;  that  while  we  were  suffering 
under  the  weakening  influence  of  their  prescrip- 
tions, there  was  administered  to  our  unwillit^ 
throats  the  caustic  bolus  of  war.  The  people^  sir 
do  not  expect  to  be  followed  up  by  a  course  o 
mercurials  in  the  form  of  tax^    Your  encoor 
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mgemenits  their  expectatioDs  reqaire;  ttif^hr  cofidi- 
tioD  will  imperatively  demand  of  yon  the  adop- 
tion of  a  system  of  ecoDomy  and  retreoehment. 
Sir,  like  the  gentlemaa  firom  Sooth  Carolina,  I 
wtmld  ettltivate  knoral  p<>wer.  I  would  cherish 
iMt  high  and  indepenaent  spirit  which  shauld 
make  this  people  feel  and  know  that  they  were 
siipferior  to  the  people  of  every  other  country  on 
Mirth,  superior  in  in telli^nce,  superior  in  mental 
tesourees,  superior  in  civil  and  i^olitical  privi- 
leges. But  now  would  I  do  this?  Not  bv  caus- 
fnft  them  fo  doubt  whether  ihey  possessea  these 
privilges.  Not  by  alienating  their  affections  from 
the  Government  by*  exactions  unreasonably  se- 
r€re.  No,  ^it,  I  Would  daose  them  to  know,  that 
upon  them  you  depended  for  the  esseotSal  defence 
of  the  country ;  that  y^  cherished  their  com- 
forts and  rejoiced  at  their  bks^iogs.  Leave  thetti 
nomething  worth  preservlojf,  ktd  they  will  pre- 
ft^ve  it  by  their  valor  and  virtue.  I  would  cause 
them  ever  to  be  more  proud  of  their  condition 
thun  of  your  establishments^  however  great,  snp- 
^tted  at  their  expense.  Sir,  I  would  hot  repu- 
diate a  Navy;  I  would  support  and  increase  it. 
But  I  would  reject  most  promptly  and  decisively 
Ufl  those  wild,  magiiifieent  projects  of  Expense 
an^  military  fam^  which  seem  to  have  seixed  the 
imaginations  of  some.  They^  are  of  the  roost 
tlunning  import  to  the  American  people.  I  bee 
in  them  an  entire  change  of  the  pdlicy  of  odr 
aineestors;  I  see  in  them  interminable  wars — a 
g^at  crop  of  military  glory ;  but  the  subversion 
<if  the  Constitution,  and  a  syrstem  of  unrelenting 
IliXlitf^,  that  will  make  this  people  the  veriest 
shkves  to  the  exactions  of  the  General  Gtovern- 
ttfenrt.  Between  the  lidoption  of  such  u  policy 
uttd  the  liberties  of  this  country  there  is  no  Kobi* 
t(ttS-^it  is  already  passed— the  die  is  cast,  iind 
Cttstti  is  in  hostile  march  to  the  Capitdl. 

At  no  peridd  since  the  establishmeht  of  the  in- 
(fl^ff^ndence  of  the  United  States  has  there  been, 
in  my  opinion,  a  ftlrer  prospect  f^r  the  continue 
Mce  of  peace  than  at  the  present  ftKMbent.  Hap*- 

5»y,  tliriee  happjr  sbduld  We  be,  if  wei^uld  learn 
Ustljr  to  appreciate  our  own  bleiningv.  Yes,  sir, 
ISeikr  H  fairer  prospeet  for  the  eontinuiinee  of 
veaee,  unless  we  destroy  that  prospect  by  the 
N««ti«2  mildew  of  our  dWn  fdfly  «nd  ttittdnete, 
Oiheat  Britain,  sir,  thade  a  peace  with  you,  at  a 
time  when  hll  her  other  enetaies  W^re  pirostrated 
at  her  feet;  when  she  Was  flushed  with  Victory; 
when  her  armv  and  navy  were  in  the  highest 
pOfiSibleMateor  discipline  and  preparation;  when 
ner  nfldivlded  fbrce  could  hlive  been  directed 
again^  us.  And.  what  Is  of  mi)re  Importance, 
she  coneltid4»d  a  peace  wirh  you  Wheh  it  Was  tmi- 
versally  believed  in  Bni^tana  that  hei*  forces  Were 
in  possession  of  New  Orleans.  If,  sir,  she  made 
peato  with  us  under  sUc^h  cireutnMaaces,  how 
neated  with  an  unrpasbnable  jealousy  must  he 
that  imagination  which  can  see  in  the  relative 
situation  of  the  two  countries,  an  interest  land  a 
desire  on  her  part  to  ren^w  the  contest.  Spain 
inust  ftel  the  deepest  interest  w  preserve  the  re- 
lations of  peace  with  this  oountry.  This  she 
aoru^t  conthine  to  do  so  leng  a«  she  bae  ataiy  claiffla 


upon  Mexico  and  South  America.  I  hope  we 
shall  treat  Spain  with  the  most  exemplary  just- 
ice, but  such  is  the  crippled  condition  of  that 
monarchy,  and  such  her  peculiar  situatidn  as  re- 
spects the  United  States,  that  although  we  should 
treat  her  with  the  most  direct  and  positive  injus- 
tice, however  she  might  complain,  she  wbuld  not 
push  those  complaints  to  the  extremity  of  war. 
Whence  then,  sir,  these  alarms  of  war  ?  Whenca 
the  necessity  of  great  military  preparations  and 
expensive  enterprises?  Why  is  the  war-wboop 
liept  up?  Why  are  ghosts  and  hobgoblins  so 
adroitly  moved  back  and  forth  bdbre  terrified 
imagiaafions?  One  gentleman  imagines  that  he 
^ees  in  the  circumstance  that  oi^r  territory  is  liiik* 
ited  by  that  of  a  neighboring  Power,  not  only  a 
ifpetk  of  war,  but  a  black  threatening  cloud  of  im- 
pending war.  And  so,  sir,  he  Would  go  on  eoa- 
quering  and  to  conquer,  till  the  lithits  of  oor  em- 
pire shall  be  continuous  with  the  continent  we 
inhabit.  Another  gentleman  is  for  directing  our 
military  prowess  and  resources  to  succor  the  eaUsa 
of  the  oppressed  in  countries  remote  and  foreiga 
from  our  own.  Let  the  oppressed  of  our  own 
country  ever  find  eloquent  counsel  here;  but  I 
hope  never  to  see  in  this  House  any  person  in 
character  of  the  orator  of  \ht  human  iace.  These 
a^e  the  patent  munitions  that  have  given  rise  tb 
the  standing  armies,  and  oppressed  aven  them,  by 
which  Europe  has  been  bound  in  vassalage. 
Never  may  I  see  them  introduced  into  the  eoun- 
try  of  my  birth ;  against  such  an  abandonment  of 
our  good  old  principles— against  the  inception 
of  such  a  policy  I  enter  my  most  solenin  protest. 
A^in,  sir,  I  say  retrench.  It  is  written  there  is 
a  time  for  peace ;  we  have  had  it.  That  thete  Is 
a  time  for  war ;  we  have  had  that  ttho.  I  bope 
the  leaf  is  not  torn  from  our  politieal  biUe  Whleh 
says  there  is  a  time  fbr  retrenchmeUt.  If  there 
b&  that  time,  it  is  now  present  with  us.  Let  it 
not  escape ;  it  is  a  prae'ious  moment.  Id  alluaitm 
again  to  what  fell  from  the  gentleman  f^din 
South  Carolina :  Dash,  yes,  sir,  dash  the  Cireaan 
cup  from  the  mouth  of  aycophants,  eontrattt»% 
and  office-seekers.  Do  not  ehervate  the  Atheri- 
ean  Hercules  by  steepiue  bim  hx  the  bot-bedi>f 
ExMUtive  patronage.  The  people  are  in  no 
danger  from  the  eorruption  of  delicious  dratlghts 
and  inglorious  ease.  They  are  far,  ftt  enough 
removed  from  these  evils.  This diseasedoes  ni>t 
attiick  the  extremities  of  the  body  politk.  It 
begitts  at  the  heart;  it  his  there  been  fctianiftsti^. 
Here,  then,  let  gentlemen  direct  their  eathioa, 
and  ttot  to  the  great  idasa  of  the  Aaaetiean  pop- 
filatfon,  where  there  is  no  danger  of  the  enamy. 
Moderate  the  car  of  State;  cease,  at  feaat  for  a 
while,  to  whip  and  to  goad  the  generons  but 
almost  breathless  animal  that  draWs  the  burden. 

Mr.  STKARire  apoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  after  the  very  full  discussitm 
which  this  subject  has  undergone  In  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  I  shalt  not  long  detain  the  Hooae 
with  the  remarks  I  have  to  ofier.  Just  begttttiinjg^ 
to  take  a  share  in  its  delibetatloni^  I  have  been 
inclined  rather  to  listen  to  the  opinions  and  argu- 
ments of  others  than  to  obtrude  upon  them  my 
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own.  I  hofie,  nr,  ihMi  I  have  noi  liftt«Bed  wicb- 
Qiu  profit.  Not  onlf  the  geoerai  priDcipl^s,  bttt 
che  mi^u^  ()(staiU  of  tba  report  have  been  exam- 
iiie4.  JElonorable  ^Dtlemeo,  with  whose  riews  I 
^9  the  jnaio  coi9<¥ide,  have  produced  thek  eati- 
B^teapui  cailaulatioBSi  and  iii;ged  their  reaa^niog 
with  a  cooelosiTeBeas  and  force  which  I  miglu 
ia.ff^io.  desire  to  imitate.  It  ooJy  remains  /or  me 
V^  explain,  io  as  few  words  as  I  can,  the  f  roiuida 
and  reasons  of  the  Tote  which  I  am  ahoot  to 
give  on  this  important  question.  For  such  i 
caiwider  eyery  qoestioA  which  relates  to  the  bur- 
dens to  be  imposed  iippp  our  constitc^ents. 

It  is  sot  my  purpose  to  inquire  whether  the 
oeceasity  which^  we  are  told  exists  for  thew  bur^ 
d/i?os  might  have  bee^i  aTpided.  Whaitever  opin- 
iona  1  may  have  eatertaiued  of  the  impolioy  aud 
iujusti^  of  the  war,  from  which  we  were  so 
fdroridentialiy  rescued,  peace,  objeclipuable  as  iis 
tjccma  were  lo  my  mii|d,  was  by  me  hailed  with 

Ktit^de,  because  it  saved  the  country  wb»n  on 
brink  of  ruin.  I  will  not,  therefore,  on  this 
oceasionj  inquire,  whether  the  avowed  oboects  of 
Che  war  have  been  obtained  or  abandoAcd,  or 
whether  the  terms  of  peace  were  calculated,  or 
were  intended  19  he  equally  advantageous  to  all 
Iiarts  of  this  widely  extended  empire.  Nor  yet, 
aii^  shall  I  ask  a  question,  in  which  my  constitu- 
ents aie,  perhaps,  oiore  partioulaxly  iftlcrvted, 
whether  it  was  just  or  necessary  to  barter  the 
fifheriaB  or  the  territory  of  the  £;ast  for  an  exclu- 
sive right  and  navjgf  tioo  at  the  West.  These 
are  suwects  about  whWh  gentlemen  oa  different 
sides  of  this  Hoimc  totally  disagree ;  and  I  shall 
l^ot  attempt  to  accord  the  difference. 

Buty  sir,  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
l^ve  even  gone  g^t  pf  th^jr  way  toalbide  to  the 
^nra^  and  its  consequences;  a  supjie9i  which  I  ex^ 
pected,  beaauae  I  thotight  it  w^d  be  their  wisr 
data,  they  ^9^h^  would  have  wished  to  i>evive. 
If  they  have  thought  otherwise,  if  thoae  who 
H^e  the  war,  and  those  wh«  .co»eluded  the 
pf^e.  choose  tp  describe  the  oae  as  an  ad  cmT 
Epapiiest  justice  and  Aecefcity,  and  the  other, 
^  productive  of  incalculable  hQBor  %vA  aAvao^ 
lege,  I  oMAst  attribute  ii  to  thf  differeiMt  n^eaaiiig 
wliich  words  have  in  the  monihs.  of  patriots  and 
Il9)i|iciatt8,  from  the  common  import  of  l%i^f^p^^^ 
91  M,  it  dftW4t  to  the  t^eouat  of  that  partialiiy 
which  every  puea(  has  towarda  i(sowtt  ojBspring. 
They  are,  perhyn  not  ipuch  rnoie  axtravagani 
or  £eMher  (rom  the  triuh  than  the  nrow  in  the 
fabic,  who  dptingly  ^aUed  bet  yptmg  ones,  ^^iiuk 

^ir,  I  have  na  inclination  (0  injdnlge  in  irriiar 
ting  remark;  but  I  am  pot  b^upd  tjO  forbear  to 
expose  misrimeaentatiQii,  and  to  repel  uninecited 
zepiTPach.  When  those  whokhurried  the  eojootry 
into  a  dapgefotts  war,  without  pieparataon,  and 
without  plan,  and  brought  upon  it  accumulated 
disaster  aJid  uisgrajce— the  motaumeii^s  of  which, 
even  here«  meet  the  relqctant  eye  at  every  turn-^ 
when  suon  me^  attempt  to  throw  upon  the  gov- 
ernment and  peopU  nf  a  respectable  and  peAnotic 
Statie  the  blfie^^  and  odium  of  su^ing  a  «maU 
IfOi.tion  of  terrimry,  which  the  QeneraTGoieKn- 


ment  was  bound  to  protect,  to  he  occupied  by  the 
enemy  y—aod  abore  all,  sir,  when  they  endeavor 
to  conceal  tfa#ir  nakedneps  and  shame  by  snatch- 
ing from  the  Navy  and  Are»y  a  share  of  that 
honor,  or  (if  you  pleaae)  thatg^Tif,  which  belong* 
excUisively  to  them<-rif  mj  aid  were  needed,  I 
would  lend  it  to  strip  and  eX|M>Ae  the  pilferer,  and 
restore  the  stolea  garment  to  its  owner.  But  thi9 
has  already  been  promptly  done  by  my  honora- 
ble friends  oq.  this  side  of  the  House,  and  my 
feeble  help  if  eitOt  needed* 

Stir,  when  the  creiMt  of  the  nation  is  tangnish- 
iog)  I  am  willing  to  forbear  the  inqniry,  how  the 
burdens  which  are  required  becafne  necessary :  it 
is  suftcient  for  me,  if  a  manifest  necessity  exists. 
When  thftt  is  the  case,  if  I  can  be  assured  that 
they  will  be  faithfutty  appropriated,  I  am  not  die* 
posed  to  withhold  the  requisite  snpplies.  If  thoce 
who  made  the  war  refused  to  conm  the  coit  of  it, 
I  kno\w  that  WQ  and  our  eonstilttents  nwM  count 
it;  yep,  sir,  and  pay  it,  too*  And  I  am  ready  te 
vote  all  the  taxa»  which,  with  reaaonable  regard 
to  epouomy,  may  be  necessary.  I  only  require 
this  one  condition,  that  they  he  the  least  burden- 
some in  their  operation,  and  imposed  equally, 
Ui^on  nil  pnru  of  the  coijutrv.  On  these  terms,  I 
will  give  my  consent  to  a  direct  tax— a  perma- 
nent one,  if  necessary. 

But,  sir,  I  consider  that  the  honorable  commit- 
tee who  gave  shape  and  direction  to  the  financial 
concerns  of  the  Qovernment  in  this  House,  require 
of  us  what  is  unreasonable.  By  the  course  wnich 
they  have  adopted,  they  compel  us,  in  effect,  to 
legislate  iuMTW  oriim*  They  would  have  us 
first  vote  imnpjeAse  revenuepi  and  then  loolt  at  the 
objecu.of  appropriation  aim  expenditure  pointed 
out  by  the  Government.  I  know  very  well  that 
this  courf  e  has  the  apqlcgy  of  precedent— too  long 
established  prey^dcnt  among  oureelvesi— and  so 
havie  a  ^reat  many  other  measures  which  tend  to 
impjK)iv.)d«ico  nnd  prpfusioa.  Sir,  it  is  so  com- 
mop^that  it  has  almost  become  a  trite  observe 
4ioa  that  Qoyernmenie  always  demand  revenues 
commensurate  to  the  utmost  resources  of  their 
conntry;  and  I  am  sure,  from  mdnncholy  eatpn^ 
riepce^  we  aiie  not  to  expect  this  Qnternment  to 
form  an  ei^eption. 

Will  it  be  said  that  it  is  necessary,  first,  to  fpuwl 
the  sestennss.  that  we  may  know  how  to  kmit  the 
expenditnre  1  that,  if  we  fint  maket  he  appr«%|Nri- 
ations,  we  may  go  beyond  the  ability  of  the  conn- 
try  ?  Sir,  that  '^  not  the  case.  Bxhausted  ap  the 
country  is,  the  neople  are  yet  ablorrmore  than 
that,  they  are  willing— to  bm  every  burden  that, 
with  reasonable  economy  in  expenditure,  may 
be  aeceesary.  Satisfy  them  that  their  money  is 
foirly  and  prudently  anpropriated  to  pay  the  pub- 
lic creditois^  and  to  defray  only  useful  and  neces- 
sary. expcinditttre»— that  you  do  Aot  demand  these 
enormous  sums  to  extend  influence  and  patron- 
af!&  but  to  restore  the  publie  credit<**aad  nothing 
will  be  denied  you  which  they  o^ght  to  giro  or 
you  to  require. 

Sir,  it  shonld  always  be  remembered,  that  is 
not  wisdom  and  prudence  in  a  OevertusMUt  which 
Wi9u(d  be  foUy  and.  mndneas  in  an  individual. 
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Wbat  course  would  the  discreet  merchant  or 
tradesman  or  planter  adopt,  in  the  circumstances 
of  this  Government  ?  He  would  first  consider, 
what  sum  it  would  require  for  his  necessary 
expenses  and  to  perform  his  engagements  and 
maintain  his  credit — how  much  might  be  sared 
by  diminishing  some  expenditures  and  wholly  re* 
trenching  others.  And  he  would  not  mortgagee 
the  freehold  until  it  became  necessary,  nor  until 
he  had  at  least  endearored  to  collect  his  debts, 
and  ascertained  the  eventual  deficiency.  The 
builder,  sir,  first  determines  the  necessar^  dimen- 
sions and  figure  and  strength  of  the  edifice,  and 
then  sets  about  providing  the  materials. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  had  thrown  upon  our 
tables,  this  morning,  a  long  and  shameful  list  of 
balances,  which  have  been  due  more  than  three 
years  to  one  Department  of  the  Government.  A 
similar  document  from  another  Department  we 
were  favored  with  some  days  aeo.  I  say  ehame' 
fid,  sir,  because,  though  the  whole  amount  is  enor- 
mous, and  many  of  the  items  very  large,  it  appears 
by  these  documents  that  none  of  the  officers  of 
the  Qovernment  know  who  or  where  a  great  pro- 
portion of  the  debtors  are*  This  race  of  unknown, 
unaccountable  nondescripts,  are  the  consumers  or 
the  scape^goats  of  no  very  small  part  of  the  rev- 
enues of  this  country.  If  these  long  lists  of  bal- 
mnces  are  something  real  and  substantial,  it  is  the 
duty  of  this  House  to  make  the  proper  use  of 
information  which  some  of  them  contain,  and  let 
those  debts  be  made  to  furnish  a  part  of  the  rev- 
enue required.  But,  if  these  are  a  mere  phan- 
tom— if  they  are  only  form,  and  to  all  useful  pur- 
poses no  belter  than  waste  paper— let  us  know  it, 
and  let  them  never  again  encumber  our  tables. 

But,  sir,  this  is  not  all.  From  other  documents 
and  reports  and  letters  laid  before  us,  it  appears, 
that  within  these  three  years^  immense  sums  have 
been  appropriated  and  furnished  to  the  various 
Departments  and  officers  of  the  Government,  the 
disposition  of  which  we  and  our  constituents 
ought  to  be  informed  of,  and  which  still  remain 
unaccounted  for.  How  much  of  it  has  been  hon- 
estly applied  to  its  legitimate  object.  CM  knows ; 
but  1  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  with  respect  to 
the  disposition  of  thousands  and  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  it,  no  one  in  this  House  or  this  na- 
tion will  ever  be  informed.  Do  our  constituents 
know  this,  or  do  they  believe  that  all  the  money 
which  has  been  taken  from  them  has  been  faith- 
fully and  honestly  expended ')  If  they  do,  (blessed 
be  the  slumbers  of  honest,  unsuspecting  igno- 
Tance !)  the  pilferer  and  defaulter  need  not  fear 
that  my  voice  will  be  heard — that  anv  effort  of 
mine  will  rouse  the  deluded  people  of  this  land 
fronl  their  death-like  sleep.  And  perhaps,  if  it 
were  possible,  it  would  be  ad  offence  of  indscreet 
friendship  to  discover  to  them  those  injuries  and 
abuses  which  I  might  wish  in  vain  to  correct. 

Sir,  I  wish  not  to  indulge  unreasonable  jeal- 
ousy and  suspicion  of  any  of  those  who  are  or 
have  been  intrusted  with  the  disposition  of  the 
public  money.  We  are  assured  bj  their  friends, 
their  dependents,  and  not  very  unfrequently  even 
If  themselves,  that  they  are  the  best  patriots 


and  best  men  of  the  country.  We  are  told  that 
there  is  a  perfect  system  of  aecountability,  and 
that  it  is  impossible  public  money  should  be  pur- 
loined, or  even  misapplied.  Granted,  sir.  The 
system,  in  theory,  is  most  beautiful  and  perfect. 
We  have  Accountants  and  Comptrollers,  and  all 
the  checks  and  balances  of  the  most  perfect  ma- 
chinery :  we  need  only  give  ourselves  the  trouble 
to  wind  it  up.  How  well  the  practice  might 
formerly  have  corresponded  with  this  fine  theory, 
I  cannot  pretend  to  decide :  at  present,  it  seems 
to  be  quite  at  variance  with  it.  It  has  grown  old, 
and  everythins:  human  is  liable  to  deterioration 
and  decay.  Yes,  sir,  '-there's  the  rub."  The 
impelling  force  is  wasted  hjjrictum;  it  is  dimin- 
ished by  the  continually  increasing  tendency  to 
the  great  centre  of  attraction;  and  the  whole 
force  of  the  country  will  hardly  keep  it  in  motion. 
What,  then,  is  the  value  of  all  our  checks  and 
balances  ?  And  where  is  the  intrepid,  or  rather 
the  rash  and  imprudent  man,  who  would  dare 
attempt  to  apply  them?  Who  will  venture  to 
demand  a  voucher,  or  disallow  a  claim,  when  the 
consequence  might  be  dismissal  from  office;  to 
effect  which,  if  necessarv,  perhaps,  even  the  Head 
of  the  Government  might  be  induced  to  lend  his 
aid  ?  When  the  struggle  is  between  conscience 
and  the  loss  of  office — ^perhaps  of  bread — it  doea 
not  require  the  gift  of  prophecy  to  foretell  the 
event. 

Sir,  it  is  seriously  asked,  what  ousht  to  be  done 
—what  course  should  be  pursued?  In  the  an- 
swer, at  least,  there  is  no  difficulty.  Commence 
a  reform ;  correct  the  abuses  of  office — those  open, 
notorious  abuses,  which  are  so  manifest  that  no 
man  can  wink  so  hard  as  not  to  see  them;^ — insti- 
tute an  examination  into  the  management  and 
expenditure  of  public  money;  collect  your  debts; 
dismiss  from  office  the  speculator — yes,  sir,  and 
(if  yon  can  detect  him)  the  peculator  too— those 
wonder-working  jugglers,  who  out  of  hundreds 
expend  thousands,  and  grow  rich;  cherish  and 
protect  the  honest,  faithful  public  servant,  who 
dares  to  do  his  duty,  and  brave  the  menaces  prooa 
ftgoentium ;  abolish  sinecure  and  unnecessary 
offices;  create  no  new  ones,  for  the  purpose  of 
extending  influence  and  patronage ;  place  the 
Navy  ana  the  Army  upon  a  respectable,  and  (as 
far  as  is  consistent  with  the  interest  and  security 
of  the  country)  upon  an  economical  establish- 
menu  But,  beware  you  do  not  excite  and  nourish 
a  love  of  military  glory  and  a  thirst  for  conquest : 
it  would  be  fatal  to  your  liberty  and  national 
happiness.  Abundance  of  military  resources  and 
preparation  has  a  certain  tendency  to  produce 
war,  though  the  want  of  them  may  not  always 

grevent  it.  The  man  who  wears  his  pistols  and 
is  dirk  is  much  mere  likely  to  get  into  collision 
with  those  whom  he  may  meet,  than  the  plain 
citizen  who  is  without  them. 

Sir,  I  believe  that  when  the  errors  in  the  esti- 
mates presented  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  shall  be  corrected,  and  some  moderate  and 
reasonable  deductions  made,  it  will  be  found  that 
remaining  sources  of  revenue  wiM  vield  even 
more  than  is  demanded.    Let  it  be  nrst  clearly 
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aieertained  what  anoont  is  iadispentable  to  sop- 
port  the  QoTemment,  and  maintain  the  credit  of 
the  nation,  and  then,  if  the  ordinary  sources  prove 
iasofficient,  resort  to  the  land.  Impose  a  direct 
tax  of  three,  or  even  foor  millions — ^a  permanent 
one.  if  necessary.  I  have  no  instinctive  dread  of 
taxes.  With  the  honoKable  gentleman  from  Penn- 
solvaniaj  (Mr*  HopcmsoN,)  I  will  say.  I  came 
here  to  impose  taxes,  hot  to  impose  only  neces- 
sary ones.  And,  until  I  have  more  satisfactory 
evidence  than  I  now  have  that  this  ux  is  neces- 
sary—•ontil  I  see  some  mistake  or  fallacy  in  the 
calenktioBB  and  estimates  of  ^ntlemen  opposed 
to  this  measure — I  feel  bound  to  withhold  my 
cdnsent  from  the  imposition  of  this  (as  I  deem  it) 
unnecessary  burden  upon  my  constituents. 

Mr.  Hambor  said  he  could  not  conceal  the  re- 
mt  be  felt  at  the  additional  evidence  just  given 
bv  the  worthy  gentlemen  who  preceded  him, 
(iieesrs.  ATHmTon  and  Stbabub,)  of  a  strong 
opposition  by  his  political  friends  to  the  whole 
system  under  discussion.  But,  however  much  he 
might  lament  the  diversity  of  opinion  prevailing, 
and  what  he  considered  a  departure  from  the 
soundest  principles  and  wisest  maxims  of  the 
party  in  concert  with  which  he  had  always  act- 
ed, yet  hie  conscience  and  judgment  left  him  no 
choice  but  to  separate  from  most  of  his  friends  in 
the  vote  to  be  given.  Bven  if  he  stood  alone  in 
the  present  question,  he  should  consider  himself 
as  duhonoring  his  station,  as  unworthy  the  seat 
lie  occupied,  if  he  surrendered  his  judgment  or 
fled  the  question.  Let  the  responsibility  and  the 
consequences  be  what  they  might,  he  would  en- 
counter them;  preferring,  as  he  hoped  he  ever 
sfaooM,  the  people's  good  to  the  people's  favor. 
For  one,  he  was  free  to  declare  his  winingness  to 
have  permitted  the  question  of  supplies  to  be 
taken  without  debate.  Having  nuide  up  his  mind 
to  accept,  in  the  main,  the  system  reported  by  the 
Committee  ol  Finance,  he  saw  no  object  in  pro- 
voking a  discussion,  which,  if  not  exactly  cnal- 
lenged  by  the  Speaker,  had  certainly  been  pro- 
voked, as  far  as  the  introduction  of  irritating 
topics  could  provoke  it.  He  was  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  Parliamentary  etiquette  to  reply 
to  the  Speaker  when  he  was  not  on  the  floor. 
Another  opportunity  could  be  embraced  for  that 
purpose.  But  as  the  House  had  seen  fit  to  enter- 
tain a  discussion  in  its  most  extended  form,  he 
no  reason  to  regret  the  course  the  debate  had 


taken.  Indeed^  a  review  of  the  remarks  which 
fell  from  prominent  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
aflbrded  ample  cause  of  congratulation  and  tri- 
umph to  those  who  were  bred  in  the  school  of 
Washington  and  Hamilton.  By  one  gentleman, 
(Mr.  RoBB,  of  Pennsylvania.)  the  House  had 
been  favored  with  the  confession  that  a  morbid 
languor  had  seized  the  Qovernment  under  Mr. 
Jemrson,  as  soon  as  the  impetus  given  to  it  by  the 
preceding  Administrations  ceased  to  be  felt.  A 
second  honorable  gentleman,  from  South  Caro- 
Hna,<Mr.  Calboun;)  whose  manly  frankness  and 
Independence  deserve  the  highest  commendation, 
had  substantially  admitted  that  all  the  embar- 
rassments, difficulties,  and  disasters  suflered  by 


the  country,  were  ascribable  to  an  unfortunate 
departure,  by  those  who  administered  the  Gk>v- 
ernment,  from  those  cardinal  maxtms  andprin- 
ciples  which  constituted  the  system  of  Wash- 
ington and  the  creed  of  his  disciples.  A  third 
honorable  gentleman,  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Tucc* 
SB,)  modestly,  but  eloquently,  echoing  the  senti- 
ments of  his  friend  who  had  preceded  him.  push- 
ed his  admissions  yet  a  key  higher,  and,  acknowl- 
edging that  the  men  in  power  had  all  along 
proceeded  upon  mistaken  and  false  principles  of 
Gbvemment,  he  adjured  his  friends  around  him 
to  subdue  their  pride  of  opinion,  to  renounce 
and  abandon  their  vicious  system,  which  they 
had  learnt  in  the  school  of  adversity,  and  which 
could  be  productive  of  only  disappointment,  dis- 
grace, and  danger  to  the  country.  Though  not 
claimed  as  an  intentional,  studied,.panegyric  upon 
the  system  of  the  minority,  yet  a  more  splendid 
enlogy  could  not  be  pronounced  upon  it,  because 
it  was  praise,  extorted  by  truth,  from  the  mouth 
of  an  enemy.  As  such,  I  receive  it,  said  Mr.  H., 
though  not  without  amazeinent,  for  that  would 
be  impossible;  but  I  receive  it  as  a  jast  and  noble 
tribute  to  the  purity  and  wisdom  of  Federal  coun- 
sels. What  more  unequivocal  and  conclusive 
proof  could  be  required,  that  the  principles  and 
conduct  of  the  minority  were  right,  than  the  ad- 
mission by  the  majority  that  they  themselves 
were  in  the  wrong  ?  From  my  heart.  Mr.  Speak- 
er, do  I  wish  they  had  sooner  become  sensible  of 
their  errors.  Pity,  indeed,  it  is  that  their  eyes 
had  not  been  sooner  opened ;  what  suffering, 
how  much  distress,  what  sorrows,  what  agoni- 
zing spasms,  bow  much  disgrace,  how  much 
treasure,  blood,  and  national  character  would 
have '  been  saved  to  this  much  abused  people. 
Had  the  conviction  of  the  most  obvious  and  sol- 
emn truths  been  earlier  wroiight  in  the  minds  of 
gentlemen,  the  saving  to  the  nation  would  be  in- 
calculable, and  many  a  black  and  dismal  page  of 
our  history  would  have  been  most  fair  to  view. 

The  honorable  gentlemen  not  only  profess 
themselves  converts  to  the  principles  of  Wash- 
ington and  Federalism,  but  to  my  great  joy  they 
are  engaged  in  reducing  them  to  practice.  Ijct 
the  nation  rejoice,  for  it  forms  a  new  and  glorious 
era  in  its  affoirs.    Yes,  sir,  I  recognise  in  the  Ian- 

Suage  and  the  actions  of  the  gentlemen,  the  in- 
uence  of  Federal  principles;  and  come  from 
whom  those  principles  may,  no  matter  bow  pre- 
sented, or  in  what  form  1  find  them,  whether 
"  vamped  up,"  as  one  gentleman  had  said,  (Mr. 
Rarbolpb,)  in  the  shape  of  Executive  Messages, 
or  assuming  the  more  substantial  and  intelligible 
form  of  legislative  acts.  Thotigh  they  come  in 
the  questionable  shape  of  repairing  the  ravages 
of  a  war  which  the  Opposition  had  deprecated  and 
resisted,  by  all  the  Constitutional  means  they  pos- 
sessed, yet  will  I  afford  every  proper  aid  to  resus- 
citate and  sustain  the  public  credit,  to  retrieve 
the  national  cbaracterj  and  provide  in  the  most 
ample  manner  for  the  future  defence  and  security 
of  the  country.  We  warned  you  of  the  conse- 
quences of  plunging  the  country  into  an  unjast, 
unnecessary,  and  wicked  wur;   we  portrayed, 
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with  a  faithful  penoil,  the  Uaek  and  nudnight 
coimsels  which  larked  at  the  bottom  of  the  mea- 
sure.   Did  we^not  caatioa  you  against  the  rash- 
Dcsa  of  precipitating  the  couatry  from  a  state  of 
peaoe,  unprepared,  aaqualifted,  and  unprovided, 
lato  a  fearful  contest,  with  the  most  powerful  na- 
tion the  world  ever  saw  1    Who  will  deny  it  ? 
Did  we  not  clearly  foresee  and  foretell  the  coase> 
qneoces  of  your  obstinate  refusal  to  provide  a 
solid  basis  for  the  finances,  by  an  adequate  system 
of  reveame ;  preferring,  as  yon  did^  the  precarious 
and  desperate  reliance  upon  loans  to  pay  the  in- 
terest of  loans  1    We  never  ceased  to  admonish 
you  of  the  result  of  such  a  war,  commenced  with- 
out armies  and  competent  oonunanders ;  without 
an  adequate  marine,  and  sufficient  fortifications; 
without  revenue,  or  any  of  the  warlike  means  of 
self-defence  prepared,  much  less  to  dash  beyond 
our  borders  in  quest  of  conquest.    True  as  I  con- 
sLdef  all  this,  it  is  no  justification  for  holding 
back,  DOW  that  we  are  invited,  upon  oor  own 
prbiciples,  to  join  in  repairing  acknowledged  mis- 
chief; and,  while  we  endeavor  to  remedy  the  evil 
effects  of  past  political  errors,  to  guard  against  fu«* 
tare  misfortune.    Upon  such  teroks,  and  for  snch 
professed  objects,  I  unite  with  all  my  heart  in  the 
eflfort  to  staunch  and  heal  the  deep  wounds  ia- 
flkted  upon  the  country.    While  I  agree  to  grant 
aU  the  means  necessary  to  these  ends,  I  sbaU  not 
be  unmindful  of  theaanger  of  falling  into  the 
extreme,  opposite  to  that  of  feebleness  and  imbe- 
cility, which  led  us  to  the  brink  of  ruin.    I  need 
not  say  my  bank  is  turned  upon  every  plan  to 
disturb  the  repose  of  the  country,  by  romantic 
schemes  of  future  war  and  cooquest,  if  such  are 
now  really  entertained.    My  views  extend  not 
beyond  the  defence  of  the  country,  against  any 
and  every  motion  able  to  attack  us.  For  this  pur- 
pose, pursuing  the  advice  of  WAaamoTOH,  to  be 
found  in  his  last  legacy  to  his  ohildren,  and  in 
almost  every  Message  sent  to  Congress,  I  wonid 
rely  upon  the  prepaiation  for  war  to  preserve 
peace.  I  would  prefer  the  season  of  peace  for  pro- 
viding the  means  of  defence,  by  pusningforward 
the  neceseary  preparations  for  war.  Thus  far 
would  I  go— at  least  to  the  utmost  of  our  power 
-^o  restore  the  public  credit,  and  place  it  upon  a 
solid,  permanent  basis^  enabling  the  Gtovernmeni 
to  pay  punctually  the  interest  of  the  public  debt, 
and  gradually  to  extinguish  the  principal ;  which 
is  *Uhe  true  secret,"  says  Hamilton,  ^of  render- 
ing public  credit  immortal."    I  wonld  increase 
the  navy  as  rapidly  as  the  finances  would  allow ; 
I  would  keep  embodied  troops  snfiicient  to  garri- 
son all  our  fortifications  at  exnosed  posttioofl;  and, 
while  they  were  preserved  ttom  decay,  I  wonld 
esect  others  at  every  vulaecahle  point.    I  would 
omit  nothing,  nor  spare  any  expense,  to*  place  the 
United  States  ina  nostore  of  complete  defence, 
as  the  best  means  oi  preventing  war;  and,  should 
war  unfortunately  come,  of  abridging  its  evils. 

On  this  subject,  so mmoning  to  their  aid  the 
principles  and  maxims  of  Washimoton  and 
Hamilton,  the  Gentlemen  already  referred  to  on 
the  other  side  have  introduced  them  in  debate 
with  all  the  air  of  novelty,  for  which  they  hare 


taken,  and^  strange  to  say,  received  ere<^t  as  the 
inventors.  Why  sir,  the  first  book  pnt  into  the 
hands  of  those  who  were  bred  in  the  aehool  of  the 
illustrions  men  at  its  head,  taivht  us  ail  this. 
We  read  in  the  horn-hook  of  Federal  politiea, 
that,  in  return  for  the  protection  the  people  re- 
ceive from  Qoverameot,  the  p^ple  moat  coatfi* 
bote  to  the  support  of  Qorernaaent ;  that  the  pahr 
lie  credit  must  he  maintained  invidate;  theudtfa 
of  the  nation  preserved  without  a  stain.  And 
upon  the  snbject  of  defence  and  security,  we  are 
taught  to  consider  no  sacrifice  too  great,  no  bmr* 
dens  too  heavy,  to  insure  both,  as  the  end  of  all 
Governaaeot.  All  these  ideas,  as  old  as  the  Fed- 
eral party  itself,  with  which  the  gcntlenaen  have 
bespangled  and  embellished  thetr  orations,  are 
borrowed  from  that  system  upon  which  the  Fed- 
eral Administrations  censtahtly  aoied,  and  the 
writings  of  Wasbinoton  and  HAMiLTiMf,  which 
will  remain  forever  recorded,  though  the  rem- 
nant of  our  archives  be  cons^ned  to  the  flaaMs 
kindled  by  another  war. 

Mr.  H.  said,  in  approving  the  policy  now,  in 
contemplation,  therefore,  for  the  defence  of  the 
conntry,  and  the  maintenance,  against  the  world, 
of  its  just  righu  and  dignity,  we  weee  only  por* 
suing  the  advice  of  the  immortal  founder  of  the 
Republic.  I  cannot  agree,  said  he,  witli  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Caroiina,  (Mr.  Gabvoh,)  that 
our  resorting  to  preparatory  measures  of  defence 
will  have  a  tendency  to  excite  aad  caltivaie  a 
sentiment  of  hostility  to  Bnglaod,  which  would 
ultimately  grow  into  a  natumal  feeling  of  invete- 
rate and  deadly  hatred,  such  as  the  &i^h  and 
French  nations  cherish  against  each  other.  In 
the  very  nature  of  oor  relations  with  that  enna- 
try,  there  will  always  exist  a  powerfni  impulse 
produced  by  natural  causes,  unfavorable  to  eaase- 
less  enmity.  Sprung  from  one  aoceetry,  speaki* 
lag  the  same  language,  our  customs^  manners, 
aad  domestic  habits,  nearly  the  same;  they  wiU 
tend  to  produce,  on  both  sides,  a  sentiment  ad- 
verse to  hostility.  I  eoold  wish  to  speak  pfadaly, 
without  reserve,  leaving  nothing  to  iaferenoa; 
for  I  have  nothing  to  conceal,  neihing  to  regtat, 
nothing  to  retract.  I  consider  it,  then,  the  tnw 
policy  of  this  Government  to  be  frank,  to  he 
just,  rigidly  impartial,  and  friendly  to  Great  Brit- 
ain^ cultivating  assiduously,  by  all  fair  and  omaly 
means,  the  best  possible  understanding  with  her. 
But  we  should  not  forget  that  the  state  of  things 
which  made  it  wise  and  patriotic  to  pray  fer- 
vently for  her  suceeeS)  to  overlook  or  bear  with 
her  wrongs,  to  strengthen  her  hands  to  the  uemoat 
of  our  power,  for  tho  combat  with  our  enemy  aad 
the  enemy  of  all  nationa,  and  to  exalt  in  her  final 
triumph,  we  should  not  fprget  that  this  slate  of 
things  is  now  at  an  end.  Thank  God.  in  his 
mercy  and  goodness,  they  are  at  an  end ;  thatthe 
disturber  of  the  repose  of  mankiDdtis  hurled  fieoa 
his  diay  eminence,  and  delivered  Ofrec  to  cafrtir- 
ity,  I  trust,  forever.  Yes,  sir,  the  state  of  things 
which  once  made  hostility  to  Bogland  criminal 
and  base,  no  longer  exists,  she  is  not  now,  aa  she 
then  was,  the  world's  sole  defence  against  a  ooloa* 
sal  tyiaany  that  beetrode  it. 
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Is  it  too  moek  to  n^r,  m,  (I  know  I  am  i«pni- 
d«Btiy  reoivriog  on  tieUtah  gfoniid,}  i»  it  too 
mocJti  to  saf.  that  Eoiland  is  now  mistvcss  of  tfa» 
■scondaM,  and  it  will  bo  a  datf ,  boBcofofwavd, 
to  be  on  oar  goard  affaaort  her  as  a  powerful  aa^ 
tion,  if  not  a  aaluraf  and  ieatoas  rival,  impelitd 
by  atr  inteioMa,  if  not  her  best  policy,  to  Joeep  as 
dowOt  and  cheek  our  qniek  maich  to  that  hiffh 
rank  which,  sooaer  or  later,  this  people  most  tsse 
among  tho  nations^  Is  it  Tentariog  too  far  to 
say,  that  the  balance  of  power  is  now  restored,  or 
rather,  that  Prance,  if  not  already,  is  in  danger  of 
being  ndaoed  too  law,  while  her  great  rival  is 
too  muclL  exalted?  May  I  not  veature  a  little 
furthot  and  say,  with  that  riyal,  few  who  look 
into  fatority  can  doobt,  we  most  okimately  be 
called  to  contend  for  the  liberty,  if  act  the  em- 

Eire  of  the  seas ;  for  to  that,  I  believe,  it  mnst  at 
1st  cone.  Shall  I  be  pardoned  for  advancing 
yet  a  stc^  farther,  by  sa^fing  that,  for  this  gteat 
ceotest,  we  o^gbt  to  begin  so  propate^  gradaally, 
if  preferred,  bat  to  b^n  to  pt^re,  aad  never 
to  relax  oor  piecaQttoaary  poepaiations  onlil  we 
are  prepared;  at  the  same  unse,  however,  always 
obaerviAg  the  most  fcank,  friendlv,  and  scrapn- 
looaly  juat  coadnct  towards  her  wmIc  we  eqaal- 
iy  bear  in  mand  the  necesiity  of  soaegolating  our 

Birliality  as  not  to  peraMt-oorselves  to  be  rendered 
ind  la  her  policy  ?  I  repeat,  the  taterestkig^  and 
critical  soste  of  thiop  winoh  not  ealy  justifted, 
but  rendaied  patriouct  our  svmpathy  and  parti- 
ality for  England,  is  past,  mr  from  my  wish  or 
intention  is  it  to  deny  that,  befose  the  tyrant 
waa overthrown,  I  rejoiced  tn^the  snocess  of-fiSng- 
land;  I  gloried  in  her  triumphs;  I  triumphed 
whanevei  viotory  perched  apon  her  banners;  but, 
BOW,  I  regard  her  with  no  lender  feelings  than 
Fcaace,  or  any  other  aatioB.  She  is  oat  now 
fightu^  oar  battles,  and  those  of  dm  civilised 
world,  against  a  desnotic  and  overgrown  Power, 
which  threatened  all ;  waehonld  view  her,  there* 
forC)  as  that  imtion  we  have  most  to  fear,  aad 
with  whom,  as  a  maritime  and  commercial  peo- 
ple, we  are  mArt  likely  to  come  in  celUsion.  In 
a  word,  Mx,  Speaker.  I  mean  t»  be  onderstood  as 
say  ingyit  is  the  part  or  wisdom  to  make  the  best  ose 
of  oor  means  aind  the  season  of  peace  to  prepare 
ibr  the  worst,  while  we  hope  and  labar  for  the 
best,  resolving  to  bear  and  forbear  to  the  utmost, 
thiiucing  few  sacttfices^  short  of  national  honor, 
too  great  to  preserve  oar  pacific  relattoas. 

Such  ara  my  ideas,  sir,  upon  tlie  suh^t  of  pre- 
mvatiAB  for  dnence,  aad  the  relation  in  which 
SiOi^and  and  this  country  stand  towards  each 
dhar.  I  am  not  entering  the  coarsa  to  run  the 
mce  of  popularity.  Upon  the  usual  terms  of  ae- 
quiriim,  and  the  common  means  of  seeking  it,  I 
shoulddespise myself  if  I  had  it  in  possession.  If 
caused  for  ttfetxinf  to  events  of  the  last  eesBion 
of  Congress,  one  object  would  be  to  show  how  I 
lost  what  little  pojjularity  I  auy  have  poesraed. 
By  the  same  motives  and  the  mme  principles 
which  I  am  now  actaatcd,  I  was  then  actuated, 
and  trust  I  shall  ever  be  guided,  the  good  of  the 
country,  not  of  iielf  or  of  party.  MeWy,  aa  I 
thkok  apd  ao  man  can  hold  a  maaaar  opiftifiit  td 


the  capacity  and  beaesty  of  the  man  who  ad' 
miniaciw.the  Ctovemment,  profligate  and.corrapc 
8^  I  alwavs  coasidered,  aad  still  consider  the  mo* 
livce  of  the  authors  of  the  late  war,  I  never  loet 
sight  of  principles  which  govern  my  ooodoct 
now.  In  all  the  vicissitudes  of  the  war,  tfaese> 
curity  and  welfare  of  the  country  were  at  ae 
tiose  separate  from  my  thoughts.  True,  I  op- 
posed the  war  with  a  yeal  and  constancy  not  to 
be  denied,  and  as  little  to  be  repented  of.  Though 
seltctedlbr  one  of  iie  fimt  victiaM  at  home^  no 
sooner  did  it  change  its  a^ressive  for  a  defensive 
charaoter,  than  I  took  the  gmunfi  of  granting  the 
sai^Ues  asked  for^  and  strengthentag  the  arm  of 
Qovernment  I  distinctly  took  the  ground  of 
reeovering  and  reetoring  the  public  credit,  of 
uniting  for  thic  purpose  of  defence,  and  until  the 
danger  had  passed  by  to  forget  and  forgive,  on- 
mindful  of  the  past,  and  looking  only  to  the  fo- 
tttce.  This  ground  was  promptlv  taken  as  soon 
as  the  abemorabie  November  despatches  wc^ 
commuiucated  to  eha  House,  and  it  was  steadily 
maintained  by  voting  for  the  mott  odious  taxes. 
This  ground  was  taJmn  at  the  most  critical  jqac- 
ture  in  oor  aaaals,  when  all  was  coafusion,  dismay, 
and  terror.  Yoar  Treasury  piibliciv  baakrupt, 
the  Qovenment  had  been  put  to  flignt,  the  Oafv 
ilol  reduced  to  ashes,  the  Army  without  pay, 
food,  or  dbthiag,  and  dying  by  hundreds,  like 
sheep,  of  the  rot.  Though  power  seemed  ready 
to  drop  imo  oar  hands,  like  fruit  rouen-ripe,  I  was 
willing  to  overlook  for  a  moment  the  necessity 
of  a. change  of  rulers,  and  to  take  a  stand  in  op- 
position to  the  feelings  of  those  who  sent  me 
heie^  and  in  the  teeth  of  their  known  opiaioas, 
roused  ae  they  reasonably  were,  to  the  highesf 
pitch  of  indignation  against  the  authors  of  oor 
daager.  But  the  oountry  was  threatened  with 
dismemhirment  nnd  ruin,  and  I  foU  there  was 
ao  choice  hut  to  assiM  in  its  salration.  My  aid 
was  ceriaialy.not  solicited;  perhaps  it  was  not 
wanted  ;  but  I  judged  for  myself  in  aflbrdiog  it, 
trifling  as  may  hare  been  the  baneflt  derived 
fiom  it. 

Perhape  an  apology  is  doe  to  the  Boose  for 
detaiaiag  them  a  moment,  by  referring,  after  the 
manner  of  spme  gentlemen,  to  my  own  peculiar 
sitnatien.  If  on  this  oceasioa  guilty  of  what 
may  be  comidered  egecism.  the  best  plea  I  can 
offi^,  is  thai  it  is  my  .firat  transgression  of  the  kind, 
and  I  will  avail  innelf  of  the  patience  kindly 
maaifoeted  by  the  House  to  advert  to  the  style  of 
ramafelL  upon  that  wo  parties,  occasioaalijr  indulged 
by  an  nonomhlc  gentleman  from  Viivinia  (Mr. 
SUhpouw)  and  his  cstiBmble  friend  (Mr.  Stah* 
Fono.)  My  foelinga  are  too  kind  and  warm  to- 
wards these  gentlemen  to  hnrbor  any  resentment, 
though  I  cannot  vefmin  from  saying  their  alio- 
sieos  ate  eouMtimes  too  stroog  to  pass  without 
being  repelled.  Whatever,  sir,  may  bathe  wpim* 
ion  of  a  third  pnrty  in  this  Honse,  who  think  that 
the  othar  two  like  factioas  seek  to  make  their 
oountry  a  prey,  and  are  squabbling  only  about 
dividing  the  spoil,  while  they  possess  all  the  in- 
te^ity  and  vtrtne^  I  shall  forbear  to  institute  a 
compaiia^A  of  polttical  hanmty  aad  censiatency* 
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It  is  mndotibtedlf  true,  anfortanateljr  for  the 
countif  it  is  troe,  as  more  than  once  alluded  to, 
the  party  now  in  the  minoritjr  lost  the  power  they 
once  enjoyed.  They  lost  it.  if  gentlemen  please, 
first  through  indiscretion,  Irat  secondly,  because 
they  disdained  resorting  to  the  rile  means  of 
retaining  power  which  others  found  successful 
in  obtaining  it.  Nor  can  any  one  of  ns  reproach 
ourselves  for  haying  at  any  time,  under  any  delu- 
sion, sanctioned  and  given  currency  to  principles 
which,  folly  put  in  practice,  have  reduced  the 
country  to  the  condition  which  all  now  unite  in 
deploring.  Most  true,  the  people  were  to  their 
cost  seduced  to  discard  us,  but  we  have  acted  out 
of  power  as  we  did  in  power ;  we  have  heretofore 
maintained,  and  I  trust  will  continue  to  maintain, 
the  same  steadiness  and  uniformity  of  conduct, 
the  reverse  of  which  is  generally  reducible  tano 
principle  but  self  interest,  and  often  renders  even 
integrity  itself  suspicions.  I  bold,  that  the  prin- 
ciples of  Federalism,  old  and  new,  as  they  nave 
been  denominated,  are  the  same,  having  consis« 
tency  at  least  to  recommend  them,  and  let  who 
may  be  placed  at  the  helm  of  Government,  they 
must  be  the  star  and  compass  to  steer  by.  Like 
the  beams  of  the  gpreat  luminary  of  the  heavens, 
which  bear  on  their  bosom  both  light  and  general 
heat  to  earth,  our  principles  are  not  the  o&pring 
of  fleeting  circumstances,  which  rise  like  the 
floating  vapors  to  disappear  again.  Clinging  to 
the  right,  spurning  the  expedient,  we  cleave  to  our 
principles,  though  found  in  the  measures  of  our 
opponents.  Ahd  why  ?  because  we  look  not  to 
power  and  office,  but  to  the  country,  to  advance 
the  good,  the  greatness  and  true  glory  of  which 
has  ever  been,  and  now  is,  our  sole  aim.  Who 
amongst  this  minority  has  not  been  ever  ready  to 
saorince  his  prejudices,  his  resentments,  every- 
tbittff,  upon  the  altar  of  his  country  7  May  I  not 
say, love  of  country  has  ever  been  their  mother 
feeling,  the  fountain  of  their  principles,  the  main- 
spring of  all  their  political  actions  i 

Can  it  be  supposed  that  we  will  now  abandon 
our  principles,  and  shift  sides  with  the  majority, 
because  they  nave  been  driven  to  the  necessity  or 
adopting  them  ?  I  will  never  disown  and  re- 
Bounce  the  holy  Scriptures  though  preached  hy 
a  depraved  minister  of  the  Qospel!  I  will  not 
reject  good  because  proffered  bv  an  evil  hand. 
If  they  have  been  taught  by  adversity  the  im- 
portant lesson,  that  the  country  can  only  flourish 
and  grow  great  by  administering  the  Government 
vpon  our  principles,  shall  we  disown  and  re- 
nounce them?  Never;  I  trust  never.  I  sicken 
with  disgust  at  the  bare  idea  of  uking  up  their 
old,  exploded,  discarded  notions  of  ^ilse  economy, 
the  cheap  defence  of  nationq.  gunboats,  dry  docks, 
and  militia.  No  man  in  this  House,  shall  I  not 
say  in  this  nation,- lias  more  cause  to  hold  out  to 
the  last  than  I  hare,  in  a  dead,  decided  opposi- 
tion to  all  the  measures  of  Gtorernraent.  God 
knows  none  hare  more  cause  to  detest  the  war. 
and  deprecate  the  doctrines  disseminated  and 
successfully  put  in  practice  at  its  commence* 
ment— doctrines  which  lerelled  at  ciril  liberty 
itself  the  blow  of  death— doctrines  sapping  the 


foundation  of  Gorernment  and  social  order,  and 
unhin|;ing  society — doctrines  inrolring  a  com- 
plication of  slarery  and  chains,  misery  and  tor- 
tore,  an  agony  both  of  body  and  mind,  and  death 
with  erer^  horrible  aggraration  g[  its  terrors 
and  its  pains.  The  torments  of  the  cross  and 
stake  may  equal  them ;  he  who  is  brok«i  upon 
the  wheel  may  suffer  more,  but  the  pains  of  the 
gallows,  or  the  gloom  of  the  dungeon,  are  mercy 
compared  with  the  torments  inflicted  by  the  hell- 
hounds of  Jacobinism.  All  these  do  not  influ- 
ence my  political  conduct,  nor  prerent  me  from 
looking  back  with  unclouded  contentment  of 
conscience,  if  not  with  pride  and  exultation,  upon 
the  course  I  hare  pursued  from  the  b^innmg  of 
the  war  down  to  toe  present  hour. 

A  few  words  more,  and  any  claim  I  may  hare 
had  upon  the  politeness  of  the  House  is  dis- 
charged. Gentlemen  doubt  the  propriety  of 
granting  further  means,  to  the  Administration 
until  it  is  shown  that  former  supplies  hare  not 
been  corruptly  expended,  and  they  see  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  corruption  will  continue  iu  depre- 
dations upon  the  public  treasure.  I  hare  not  a 
doubt  it  will,  unless  the  majority  unite  in  deri-* 
sing  a  system  of  checks  and  accountability  in 
the  Departments.  To  this  I  understand  promi- 
nent gentlemen  on  the  other  side  hare  freely 
pledged  themselves.  But  allowing  the  utmost 
weight  to  this  aigument,  drawn  from  the  proba- 
ble abuse  of  power,  corruption  has  taken  such 
deep  root  in  the  Gorernment,  and  attained  so 
rank  a  growth,  I  much  fear,  let  who  may  admin- 
ister the  Gorernment,  it  will  not  totally  disap 
pear.  Corruption  has  ukea  eo  strong  a  hold 
upon  the  poUtieal  system  of  this  eountry  that  it 
can  no  more  be  cured  than  the  leprosy  of  <3b- 
haz^j  which  was  hereditary  to  all  his  posterity. 

This  argument  of  corruption,  howerer,  goes  to 
the  withholding  of  all  means  from  the  Gorera* 
ment.  which  would  soon  terminate  all  onr  con- 
tests by  bringing  them  to  a  riolenr  end.  Confi- 
dence must  be  plaoed  somewhere;  that  kind  of 
confidence,  I  mean,  necessary  to  pArentthe  Gor- 
ernment from  sioi^ine.  There  must  be  oil  sup- 
plied or  the  lamp  will  expire.  That  confidence 
must  be  plaoed  in  the  men  whom  the  people, 
howerer  mistakenly  and  blindly,  hare  chosen  to 
administer  the  Gtoremment.  To  them,  there- 
fore, must  be  intrusted  the  execution  of  the  sys- 
tem which  looks  to  the  defence  of  the  country, 
the  extinguishment  of  the  war  debt,  and  the  res- 
toration of  the  public  credit.  I-  shall  support  the 
system  of  finance^  I  beliere  unanimously  agreed 
to  by  the  committee  who  reported  it,  trusting 
that  the  means  it  prorides  will  be  used  in  pro- 
moting the  prosperity,  the  honor,  and  the  secur- 
ity of  the  country. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  reconsider,  et- 
sentially  the  question  to  repeal  the  tax  altogether, 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  na3rs — for  the  recon- 
sideration 67,  against  it  86^  as  follows: 

TxAS — ^Mesns.  Atherton,  Bser,  Bsrboor,  Baylies, 
Bosi,  Bradboiy,  Brec&enridge,  Brigbssi,  Biyan,  Bur- 
well,  Chsmpion,  Ctlley,  CIsrke  of  Noith  Carolms,  Clay- 
ton, Cooper,  Cnlpeper,  Davenprnty  Famey,  (9oldsbo- 
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TOQgb,  Hale,  Hardiii,  H«wm,  HdaCer,  Hendflnon, 
Hnngeribrd,  Jaekson,  Jewett,  King  of  M mMadnMettiy 
King  of  North  OsroliiM,  Langdoa,  Law,  Lowia,  Loro^ 
Lyon,  Maaon,  MoCoj,  McKea^  Moore  of  Soatii  Caro- 
lina. Moaeley,  Noyea,  Parria,  PHkin,  Pkkaaa,  Powell, 
Baadolph,  Reed,  Riee,  Haggle^  Sharpe,  Smith  ofTu- 
ginia,  Stanford,  Steama*  Stiong,  Stuart,  Stnrgea,  Tag- 
gart,  TaUmadge^  Taol,  Thomaa,  Voae,  Ward  of  Maa- 
aaehuaelta,  Ward  of  New  York,  Wheaton,  WUcox, 
Wiiltama,  Wrigh^  and  Yancey. 

NATa— Meaars.  Alexander,  Archer,  Baker,  Basaett, 
Bateman,  Bennett,  Betts,  Birdsall,  Birdaeye,  Brooks, 
Bomaide,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clark  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clendennin,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condiet,  Con- 
ner, Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Deaha, 
Fonyth,Glaagow«  Gold,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Groavenor, 
Hahn,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hanaon,  Hopkinaon,  Hnger, 
Ingham,  Inring  of  New  York,  Irwin  of  PennayWania, 
Johnaon  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  LoTett, 
Lowndea,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Maclay,  Kayrant,  MeLean 
of  Kentueky,  MeLean,  of  Ohio,  Middlaton,  MUnor, 
NelaoD  of  Maaaachuaetta,  Nelaon  of  Virginia,  Newton, 
Oraaaby,  Pickoring,  Piper,  Pieaaanta,  ReyaoUa,  Boaae^ 
Robertaon,  Root,  Roaa,  Seigeant,  Savage,  Scfaanck, 
Shaflfey,  Smith  of  PeaninlTania,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Sovtllud,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Telfiur,  Thioop,  Tucker,  WalUce,  Ward  of  New 
Jeraey,  Wandom,  Whiteatde,  Wilde,  Wilkin,  WU- 
lougU^,  Thomaa  Wilaon,  William  Wilaon,  and 
Yatea. 

The  readutioQ  to  contintie  the  direct  tax  of 
three  miUiona  for  one  year  waa  then  agreed  to, 
and  referred  to  the  FinaDcial  Committee  to  bring 
in  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  Hoaae  then  proceeded,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  coaaider  the  next  propoaition  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  viz:  that 
which  pro|NMes  the  eontinoaace  of  certain  duties 
ondistillatioa;  wheo/on  motion  of  Mr*  Wiu- 
LiAMB,  of  North  Caroiioa,  who  eonaidered  this 
qoestioD  too  important  to  be  decided  withoot  dia- 
cuasiott,  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progresa, 
and  the  House  adjottraed. 

WsojiBaoAT,  February  7. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit,  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, Daribl  WsBBTBa,  and  from  North  Caro- 
lina, Wbldon  N.  Bdwasds,  (elected  in  the  place 
of  Nathaaiel  Macon,  resigned,)  appeared,  pro- 
doeed  their  credentials,  were  qoaUtled,  and  took 
their  seats. 

Mr.  Inqbam  preseoted  petitions  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Pennsylrania^  praying 
that  Congress  will  take  into  their  consideration 
the  mannfaeturing  interest  in  the  United  States, 
and  adopt  such  measures  as  will  afford  to  the 
said  interest  the  best  security  and  protection. 

Mr.  Randolpb  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
move  an  inqniry  into  the  constitutionality  of  the 
appointment  of  Peter  B.  Porter,  late  a  member  of 
this  House,  to  the  office  of  a  Commissioner  under 
the  Treaty  of  Great  Britain,  he  being  at  the  time 
of  his  appointment  a  member  of  this  House. 

Mf.  Plbasants,  from  the  Naval  Committee, 
reported  amendments  to  the  bill  from  tlie Senate, 
amhoriziog  the  appointment  of  Admirals,  the  ob- 


ject of  which  are  to  create  one  Vice  Admiral  and 
two  Rear  Admirals,  instead  of  one  Admiral  and 
two  Vice  Admirals— a  mere  change  of  denomi- 
nation. The  bill  and  amendments  were  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  discharging  Ebenezer  Keeler 
and  John  Francis  from  their  confinement  in  the 
county  of  Delaware,  New  York,  at  the  suit  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  MoBBUBT,  from  the  select  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  inhab- 
itants of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  on  biehalf  of 
the  widow  and  children  of  Charles  Dolph,  de- 
ceased, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  children  of  said  Dolph;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Bassbtt,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Commodore  John 
Rodders,  of  the  Navy,  respecting  a  Jodffmeat 
obtained  against  him  bv  John  Donnelly  of  Balti- 
more, for  the  value  or  a  vessel  detained  by  a 
frigate  belonging  to  a  squadron  under  the  com- 
mand of  Commodore  R.,  reported  a  resolution 
for  his  relief. 

This  resolntion,  after  some  conversation  on  the 
form  of  the  report,  it  being  contended  that  it 
should  have  been  by  bill  instead  of  resolution, 
was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

COMMERCIAL  RESTRICTIONS. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  of  Massa- 
chosetta.  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  submitted  by  him  yesterday : 

Reaoieedt  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relationa 
be  inatructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  exclud- 
ing from  the  porta  of  the  United  States,  or  of  increaa- 
ing  the  dutiea  on,  all  foreign  vesaela  owned  in,  coming 
from,  bound  to,  or  touching  at,  any  of  the  poaseariona 
of  any  nation  of  Europe  in  the  Weat  bdiea,  and  on 
the  eontinent  of  America,  ftom  which  the  vesseln  of 
the  Unitad fitalas are  exchidad;  and  of  pn>hibiting«  or 
of  incnaaing  the  duliea  on  the  importation  in  lor^gn 
vassala,  of  any  articlea  the  growth,  produce,  or  mana« 
fafftwff  of  aach  posaeaaionsu 

Mr.  Bbadbubv  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
of  Mr.  Kmo,  by  striking  out  the  words,  ^  ezdod* 
ing  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States  foreign 
vessels,"  so  as  to  confine  the  inquiry  to  the  expe- 
diency of  increasing  the  toana|[e  duty,  dbc..  only* 
He  observed,  in  support  of  his  motion,  tnat  he 
was  not  in  the  habit  of  obtruding  his  opinions 
and  views  of  subjects  upon  the  House ;  and,  on 
this  occasion,  should  have  been  silent,  had  not 
the  subject  under  consideration  presented  itself 
to  his  mind  in  a  different  light  from  what  it  an* 
peared  to  have  done  to  the  mind  of  his  honorable 
colleague.  (Mr.  Kino.)  As  we  both  represent  a 
district  of  country  in  Maine,  said  Mr.  B.,  whose 
commercial  interests  are  precisely  similar,  their 
Reproaentatives,  it  ia  fairly  to  be  presumed,  can- 
not have  views  or  wishes  hostile  to  those  inter- 
ests, however  they  may  differ  as  to  the  methods 
I  moat  likely  to  advance  them.    I  object  to  one  af 
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tlie  piinitc0  in  tha  reaolodon,  Ihat  vhich  I  ba?e 
proposed  Co  strike  out ;  because,  tir,  it  appeara  to 
lae  to  be  a  renewal  of  the  old^  and  to  the  people 
of  tha^  Diu^t  of  the  country,  odioos  re^uiecire  9yt- 
tem.  The  restrictive  energies  of  this  countrf 
have,  in  my  jud^pmeai,  had  a  fair  experiment ; 
and,  na  was  obperved  on  another  occasion  the 
other  dajir,  "  been  found  wanting,"  la  mf  ham- 
Ue  opinion  the  true  policy  on  this  subject  is  regu- 
lation simply,  and  not  exclusion*  I  oelieTe  more 
beneficial  effects  can  be  accomplished  by  this  mUd 
and  clement  sun  of  regulation,  than  by  the  fierce 
and  rude  winds  of  ezciusioa  ajad  prohibition.  II 
the  course,  on  this  occasion^  most  congenial  to 
my  views  could  be  adopted,  it  should  be  a  simple 
djuectiou  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
to  inquire  "  Whether  any  measures  ought  to  be 
'  adopted  by  Congress  to  regulate  the  intercourse 
'  between  the  United  States  and  His  Britannic 
'  Majesty's  possessions  in  the  West  Indies,  and  on 
^  the  continent  of  North  Amarica,"  agreeably  to 
the  power  reserved  in  the  second  ajttide  of  the 
treaty.  But  I  am,  nevertheless,  willing  to  adopt 
the  resolutiou  of  my  colleague,  if  amended ;  that 
is,  sir,  I  am  willing  to  inquire,  and  if,  on  mature 
consideration  it  is  thought  best,  to  say,  increase 
the  tonnage  duty  on  foreign  vessels  coming  from 
ports  and  places  from  which  our  vessels  are  ex- 
cluded. Increase  also  tho  additional  per  centage 
oa  the  pernoianeni  rate  of  duties  to  a  reasonam 
amount ;  at  least  commence  only  in  this  way,  and 
reserve  the  severer  measures  of  exclusion  and  pro- 
hibition, until  the  efficacy  of  this  course  is  tried. 
I  believe^sir^auch  |t.  course  is  the  safest  ^nd  the 
widest— more  cQogei»ial  to  the  wishes  of  mercan- 
tile inen,  aad  in  my  judgpeut  to  their  trim  inter- 
ests»  The  opposite  course  is,  I  fear^  oaleulated 
to  build  up  the  BritislL  c^ouies  ^  Americau  ex- 
pan^e^  Probjbit  intefcpurse  in  for^o  Tassels  bar 
tween  the  ^ritah  West  ludi^  and  U&is  4^MHI(ry, 
and  it  operates  as  a  bouipitir  or  aneoMwgarotfn*  to 
the  colqaiea  a^jaet nt  lo  us  on  this  coniMieiit }  ta 
the  export  of  lumber  and  bcaad- stuff  Ifom  those 
00L9MS.  It  is  nol  dififeolt  for  a  raiaatiag.  mittd 
to  trace  this  as  the  sure  coaaaqiMOce  of  such  a 
course  of  policy.  It  is,  in  my  t^iaioU)  owiag  to 
the  restrictive  system,  and  its  necessary  eouse- 
tnenoe^  the  war,  thaA  we  have  now  l^  4em>re  the 
loss  of  the  valuabio  trade  to  the  British  tiTesl  In- 
d^  Prior  10  the  war  we  enjoyod  thai  comnPMefoe 
sui^tantially  as  a  permanent  tradey  though,  in 
p^t  of  iDcm,  we  hm  it  by  the  uiMeriain  teamre 
of  a  British  proclamation  of  the  Qeloaial  Qoveca- 
oiB,  issued  semi^aniUMdly,  under  an  Oiider  in 
Goiwcil.  But  the  meiahanta  oould  caloiitapie,  and 
did  calculate  on  itseontinuaneeifor  a  long  period 
prior  to  the  war,  with  nearly  as  much  oertaiaty 
as  if  it  was  r^utated  by  convention.  To  restore 
this  trade  is,  indeed,  all-important ;  hut  I  am  di»- 
posed  to  think  it  canaoi  be  effeeted  by  measures 
merely  oon^^lsoey.  Prior  to  the  war,  also,  we 
enjoyed  a  valuablctcemmeroe  in  plaster  of  imris } 
it  was  to  a  number  of  my  constituents,  wiiile  it 
continued,  a  source  of  wealth,  and  to  the  euiti- 
vatois  of  land  at  the  South  «er  ved  to  fertilize  and 
eorioh  their  fields  and  plantations^    It  has  haeii 


enjoyed  also  siaee  the  peaoe  uutil  recently,  and  I 
know  not  that  it  is  not  stUl  enjoved.  9ut  repor'ti 
are  in  eisenlation,  as  I  peaceive  worn  newspepeiSf 
that  our  ahipholders  are  by  British  regalationa  to 
be  dMHrived  of  this  branch  of  trade.  It  ima  been 
stated  in  the  papers  that  the  British  have  laid  n 
doty  of  95  per  ton  on  all  plaster  of  pan's  exporlod 
from  the  coionies  in  B^lish  bottoms,  whieh  shall 
be  landed  east  of  New  Haven ;  the  effect  (rf whiefa 
will  inevitably  be  to  exclude  ogr  vessels  from  this 
branch  of  commerce.  Whether  this  informatiou, 
be  C9rrei;t,  opgbt  forthwith  to  be  ascert^ned,  and 
I  tru^t. the  committee  will  instantly  institute  (he 
necessary  inquiry  on  tjhis  subiect,  by  UPphriAg 
through  the  nkfcutive  to  the  British  ageut  here, 
to  ascertain  whether  any  and  what  duties  have 
been  iq^pqse^  ou  ai^y  merchandise,  more  especially 
this,  article.    Tu  presecve  and  restore  brauches  of 

commar ce  to  my  conMitu^ts  sp  valuable  «Ad  isii* 
pofftant,  is  highly  desirable ;  but,  in  our  haste  u^ 
do  this,  I  hope,  no  measase  wiU  be  adopted  ealeii- 
lated  ereninally.to  injure  aaril  defeat  the  objeet 
in  view,  or  to  become  a  sonroe  of  fotnre  rsvret. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr*  Kiko,  of  Mas- 
saehusetfs,  on  the  grounds  he  took  on  ovi^fiBMUf 
propositi  the  resofutioo. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  that  he  was  adv«:8e  to  the 
amendment ;  that  he  thourfat  the  resolution  eugh^ 
to  go  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  on 
the  broad  ground  whieh  it  assumed ;  the  commit- 
tee would  consider  whether  the  ol^eet  contem-* 
plated  would  be  answered  best  by  an  exclusion  or 
by  laying  extraordinary  duties.  He  said,  he  had 
not  made  op  his  6wn  mind  as  to  which  course 
would  be  best.  The  duties  might  operate  as  a 
charge  on  the  consumer,  unless  they  were  such 
as  would  be  prohibitory.  The  tomi  exclusion  of 
the  importation  of  goods  ibom  suoh  ports  as  the 
vessels  of  the  United  Stales  were  not  permitted 
to  enter  and  tradefreely,  for  similar  articles,  might 
operate  to  induce  the  parties  to  meet  at  some  port 
free  for  both, and  there  intetohange  their  cargoes; 
for  instance,  at  a  Swedish  or  Danish  island,  to  all 
which  the  ships  of  the  United  States  were  re- 
ceived as  freely  as  their  own  vessels.  He  said,  lie 
would  take  a  short  view^of  the  subject.  The 
Bneopeao  Powers  which  had  estabUshed  colonies, 
had  generally  nMintained  the jprinclfies  of  an. ex- 
clusive QomuMrce  tiiereto.  This  monopoly  thejr 
claimed  as  a  remuneration  for  the  expense  of  thew 
first  ^tablishment.  and  their  future  protection; 
and  there  appeared  to  be  some  reasons  on  their 
side.  I^  behooved  tbe  United  S^tes  to  inquife 
whether  they  could  not  procure  00  equal  terms, 
or  nearly  so,  eoaunodities  similar  to  those  pvo- 
dnced  by  sueh  colonies,  from  countries  into  which 
their  own  vessels  were  piKrmitled  to  enter  aid 
trade  ffc^.  If  such  ports  are  open  lo  them,  then 
it  becomes  a  duty  of  the  United  Smtes  to  favor 
the  imnortaliotts  th^oefcom,  and  to  exclude  those 
firam  die  cotintcies  whieh  will  not  permit  our 
vessels  to  enter  and  tisde  pa  equal  terms  with 
their  own ;  nor  can  any  such  eonntr jr  complatn. 
It  ought  not  te  be  a  cause  of  comesefoial  warfare 
by  suoh  oBtion.  He  said,  he  would  «ike  a  view 
01  the  conduet  of  the  nations  jMssecsiog  colonies 
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■#fileb  iM'odiieed  c«lee  and  so|^r.  Sptin  htd 
iHiiforinlfMcladed  from  ill  her  colonies  the  ships 
of  other  uttloDs,  anleMs  when  coilipelled  to  open 
the  Y»oris  of  Cobs,  when  at  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, aikd  since  the  French  Revolution.  Daring 
neace,  she  drew  the  floor  necessary  for  Goba, 
lirom  the  Unitcfd  States  to  Cadiz,  where  it  was 
bought  by  the  Commissary  of  the  Indies,  and  by 
kfim  sent  to  Cuba  $  at  present  the  trade  to  Cuba 
Is  open  as  well  fbr  ItajiOrtk  as  for  expor^hvt  it 
eaikhot  he  expected  to  continne  so.    Sne  has 

K anted  a  free  trade  to  her  colony  of  Porto  Rico, 
t  odilffned  to  (Spanish  subjects  or  residents  of 
the  island,  and  in  Snanish  vessels  only,  intend- 
ing, perhans,  to  supply  Cuba  with  flour  through 
that  bhintl,  lis  she  may  hereafter  grant  similar 
Oririteges  to  Cuba ;  the  fact  is,  that  this  system 
IS  to  Ihe^  exelosion  of  the  vessels  of  the  United 
Stales. 

Porttigd  prohibffed  all  inreroouroe  with  her 
eoloales  of  the  Brazils  tlntil  the  King  rettOved 
bis  Court.  Since  then  the  ports  of  that  immense 
country  are  opem  The  Brazils  produce  an  im- 
mense quantity  of  sugar,  (Vom  Wnenee  a  supply^ 
equal  pSrhaps  to  our  wants,  might  be  drawn;  but 
the  Braztts  require  very  few  oroor  products;  the 
balanee  of  tmde  wrih  them  would  be  greatly 
against  the  United  States. 

The  Dutch  hare  two  free  pOrts-^St.  tSueiatia 
and  Guracoa;  they  pfodvce  rery  little;  their 
ports  of  Surinam,  Essequibo,  and  Berbice  have 
been  jiartially  open  to  our  trade.  Molass^  was 
pei^mitled  to  be  exported  from  fhenee  in  Ameri- 
can bottoms;  at  present  those  ports  are  in  posses- 
sion of  the  BtfifMi,  Who  ekcltfde  our  vessds. 

Franee,  I  befieve,  adtttteted  our  vessels  wUh 
fish,  lumber,  and  pork.  She  excluded  our  flour, 
and  permitted  the  expeirt  of  molasses  and  taJfKa. 
She  prohlbfted  us  from  expOHfOg  sugar  and 
eoaOe* 

Great  BHMfn  ^teludes  the  eniry  of  Am^iemi 
vessels  from  her  colonies,  except  when  necessity 
compela  their  Qovernors  to  i^soe  their  proelama- 
tkfos;  this  has  fremiently  happened  during  het 
War  with  Prance.  Seldom  fn  time  of  peace  their 
supplies  hate  been  f^tnlshed  from  the  United 
SfaM^,  either  in  tbei^  OWn  v«asels  direct,  or  fiN^m 
St.  Jagode  Cuba,  where  they  borne  fbr  our  flour, 
or  fVom  St.  BartholOnieWs,  a  Swedish  tshiod. 

The  Didee  and  Swedes  ba^e  pOrMied  n  more 
liberal  t^lley;  they  admit  our  vessels  freely  to 
elterr  islaadsj'attd  fhtff  might  peiHaps  beoome  en- 
trepots wh^re  the  teasels  of  both  parties  Would 
meet  «ind  exchange  ca¥goes.  The  island  of  St. 
CvoiY  pro#c(ees  sugar  to  a  eonsideriiUemmoonf. 

The  State  of  Loaisiana,  and  lately  Qeorgin, 
pvOdOeesngtir.  With  the  Supply  ihey  can  fut^ 
ntah,  and  what  may  be  drawn  from  Hispariiola, 
and  other  eountries  in  the  Blast  arod  West  Indies, 
(wheteour  vessels  are  admitted,)  I  am  inclrneu 
to  think  that  ample  supplies  of  ooloniai  produce 
may  be  obtained.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  subject 
is  one  Of  great  deiidaoy,  and  will  require  the  se- 
rious attention  of  the  committee  belbrethey  re* 
portupon  it.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say)  that 
tliopreient  is  the  proper  time  to  ducida  apoa  it; 


hotrever,  he  wasivilltng  to  send  the  resolution  to 
the  committee.  He  was,  however,  prepared  to 
say,  that  Congress  ought  to  use  every  exertion  to 
favor  the  navigation  of  the  Bastern  States-«a 
navigation  which  gate  us  the  seamen,  by  whose 
bravery  the  United  States  would,  at  no  very 
distant  day,  be  enabled  to  maintain  an  e<^uality 
on  the  high  seas  with  any  nation  now  in  ex- 
istence. ~ 

The  amendment  was  negatived  without  a  diti- 
sioh,  and  the  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  rei^lved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  eubiect  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  Revenue. 

The  following  rosolutimi,  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee being  under  consideration: 

Rmohedf  That  it  is  atpedsam  to  lepeal  an  act,  enti* 
tM  ''An  act  lo  provide  additiottBl  revenues  fixr  defray- 
ing the  eanenaes  of  Government*  and  nminlainiag  the 
piMio  ersmt,  by  laying  doties  on  epints  distilled  with- 
m  the  United  States  and  Temtones  thereol^  and  by 
emending  the  act  laving  daties  on  licenses  to  distillerB 
of  spiritnons  liquors/'  paasedon  the  81st  of  December, 
1814,  excepting  only  the  16th,  18th,  Idth,  end  84th 
sections  thereof,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  April 
next,  and  from  the  same  day  to  add  100  per  cent,  to 
the  amount  of  the  duty  whidi  aU  stills  now  subjeet  to 
duty  are  liable  to  pay. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  same,  so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

Re$ohed^  That  H  is  expedient  to  repeal  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  laying  a  duty  on  licenses  to  distillers  of 
spiritaons  liquors,  passed  en  the  84th  of  December, 
1813 ;"  also  the  act,  entitled  **An  act  laying  a  duty  on 
spiiito  distilled  within  the  United  States,"  pAssed  on 
tnoSIst  of  Beceihber,  1614,  and  that,  in  lieu  thereof, 
an  act 'be  passed  Ksyiiig  a  diity  of  •^— ^  cents  on  eadi 
ifalMn  of  spirits  diMUled  wityn  the  United  Sutes  from 
the  aateHal  of  frnft,  and  of -^^-^  oenai  on  each  gallon 
distilled  from  the  material  of  grain. 

Mr.  WiLLiAiaa  spoke  as  follows  r^Permit  me 
to  eolicitthe  indnFgenee  of  the  Committee,  while 
lolTer  the  teasOns  which  have  induced  the  motion 
just  made.  The  amendment  is  submitted  with 
diffidence ;  because  I  am  sensible  of  thit  superior 
deference  Which  is  due  to  the  judgment  and  mea- 
sures of  senior  members  in' tins  Hou^e,  and  from 
my  perfiMt  acquiescence  in  a  custom.  Which  at- 
tribtties  to  age,  both  in  and  out  of  this  House,  ad- 
ditional respect  and  cMMdemtion ;  I  shouid  cer- 
tlritoly  have  forborne  ah'attetnpt  to  obtrude  d|^on 
your  notice  any  of  my  riemarts ;  hot,  M*r,  the  inter- 
est of  my  constituents  is  as  dear  to  them  as  nny 
other  portion  of  the  community ;  and  I  should 
|]Mray  a  eolpable  neglect  of  that  interest,  wet^  I 
tO'lremain  silent  when  it  i^,  as  I  think,  about  to  be 
saevfficed. 

I  propose  the  amendment  wfth  diiidence  again, 
because  I  am  aiso  sensible  of  that  deference  which 
h  always  due,  and  genemily  paid,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Wavs  and  Meaas.  A  course  different 
from  this,  would  hardly  bepvacticabteat  any  time, 
end  ffequemly  Improper;  for  it  is  presumed  the 
eommittee  have  examined  the  subjects  referred  to 
thnm^  with  «  patieaoe  'andsettifiny,  whioh  the 
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House  would  scarcely  be  adequate  to  undergo  in 
its  corporate  aod  legislative  cajpacity.  They  hare 
free  and  familiar  access  to  facts  and  opinions, 
which  the  House,  from  its  very  nature  and  its  num- 
bers, could  not  have ;  being  a  small  body,  they 
perform  their  business  with  a  facility  and  despatch, 
which  would  be  impracticable  to  a  large  legisla- 
tive assembly.  Hence,  I  apprehend,  the  custom 
of  referring  all  subjects  to  the  committee  in  the 
first  instance ;  of  receiving  their  reports  when 
made,  with  great  deference,  aod  of  allowing  them 
to  contain  the  best  evidence  which  the  nature  of 
the  case  will  admit. 

By  no  means,  sir,  would  I  object  to  the  custom 
of  the  House.  On  the  contrary,  I  thiork  it  is  gen- 
erally the  best  course  to  be  pursued  with  all  com- 
mittees, and  particularly  so  with  the  present  com- 
mittee ;  for,  80  far  as  mj  acquaintance  with  that 
body  will  enable  me  to  judge^  I  must  say,  that  the 
selections  were  made  with  discernment  as  to  the 
talents  and  promised  zeal  of  the  committee.  But 
as  the  greatest  judge  or  most  profound  lawyer 
may  sometimes  advance  an  erroneous  opinion,  so, 
I  think,  the  committee,  in  this  case,  have  miscon- 
ceived the  true  interest  of  Ihe  country.  If  I  should 
be  so  fortunate  as  to  make  this  appear,  the  House, 
I  know,  will  give  their  support  to  the  amend- 
ment I  have  proposed. 

It  has,  Mr.  Chairman,  been  asserted  by  gentle- 
men, that  it  would  be  politic  to  impose  a  heavy 
duty,  amounting  in  many  cases  almost  to  a  pro- 
hibition, on  the  distilling  of  spirituous  liquors, 
because  it  would  tend  to  counteract  that  habit  of 
intemperance  which  we  sometimes  see  prevalent 
in  the  country.  But  if  the  argument  has  any 
force,  I  am  unable  to  perceive  it.  To  a  certain 
extent,  spirits  are  a  necessary  of  life,  to  every  ex- 
tent in  which  they  are  used  they  will  not  be  dis- 
pensed with.  If  not  made  at  home,  they  will  be 
imported  from  abroad.  However  muen^  there* 
fore,  morality  may  condemn  the  use  of  spirituous 
liquors,  and  however  wise  it  might  be  to  prevent, 
as  much  as  possible,  intemperance  in  that  way,  I 
do  not  yet  understand  that  it  is  the  object  of  Gov- 
ernment to  prohibit,  entirety,  the  use  or  distilla- 
tion of  spirits.  On  the  contrary,  the  object  of 
Government,  as  I  have  understood  it,  is  to  raise  a 
revenue,  is  to  bring  money  into  the  Treasury. 

It  will  be  admitted,  that  stills  are  a  fair  object 
of  taxation.  Perhaps  no  species  of  property, 
owned  by  the  citizen,  oaa  better  sustain  a  tax, 
which  is  moderate  and  duly  equalized  s  and  while 
contributions  are  necessary  to  defray  the  expenaes 
of  Government,  no  one  is  able  or  more  willing  to 
furnish  his  proportionable  part  than  the  distiller. 
If  it  were  consistent  with  the  public  engagements 
to  abolish  all  other  taxes  except  this,  I  should  not 
object  to  the  measure,  merely  because  it  would 
operate  on  those  whom  I  represents  So  far  as  I 
could  ascertain  thesentiraenu  of  my  constituents, 
they  did  not  expect,  nor  did  they  wish  that  the  tax 
on  stills,  under  existing  circumstances  of  the 
country,  should  be  entirely  removed ;  they  know 
we  had  a  great  debt  to  pay, and  that  money  must 
be  raised  to  support  the  credit  of  the  nation.  But, 
lir,  they  well  know,  and  I  myself  also  know,  that 


the  duty  proposed  by  the  committee  is  impolitic ; 
that  it  is  excessive ;  and  that  it  will  thereby  de- 
feat its  own  object— the  raising  of  the  revenue. 

By  the  law  of  1813,  the  foUowing  duties  were 
imposed,  to-  wit :  for  two  weeks,  nine  cents  per 
gallon  on  the  capacity  of  the  still ;  for  one  month, 
eighteen  cents  per  gallon  on  the  capacity  of  the 
still ;  and  so  on* 

The  most  experienced  distillers  in  the  country 
where  I  live,  and  I  speak  in  reference  to  that 
particularly,  have  estimated  that  this  duty 
would  have  amounted  to  ten  cents  per  gallon, 
if  it  had  been  imposed  on  the  quantity  made,  in- 
stead of  (he  capacity  of  tbe  still ;  and  moderate 
as  it  may  seem,  many  persons  stopped  their  dis^ 
tilleries ;  others  worked  them  not  more  than  half 
the  time  they  would  have  done,  if  the  law  had 
not  been  passed.  The  revenue  accruing  under 
this  law  for  the  year  1814,  as  stated  by  the  Sec^ 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  amounted  to  $1,681,087. 
In  1814  a  law  was  passed,  imposing  a  duty  of 
twenty  cents  on  the  gallon,  in  addition  to  that 
which  bad  been  laid  on  the  capacity.  If,  there- 
fore, the  agffregate  dutv  be  estimated  at  thirty 
cents  per  gafion ;  and  it  it  be  supposed  that  the 
same  number  ol'  stills  were  used,  as  under  the 
former  law,  then  there  ought,  in  a  direct  propor- 
tion, to  have  accrued  for  the  year  1815,  the  sunt 
of  95,063,661.  But  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury states  the  sum  aoeruing  for  the  year  1815,  Co 
be  only  4^3,500,000. 

If  tbe  aggregate  duty  be  estimated  at  twenty- 
five  cents  per  gallon,  then  there  ought  to  have 
accrued,  in  the  same  proportion,  for  the  year  1815, 
the  sum  of  (4,202,777;  consequently,  in  both 
eases  there  was  a  defalcation  of  revenue ;  in  the 
first  case,  of  more  than  $1,500,000 ;  in  the  sec- 
ond, of  more  than  9700,000. 

But  tho  idea  may  be  placed  in  n  still  stronger 
point  of  view.  The  Secretary  states  the  revenue 
aoeruing  in  1814  for  licenses  on  stills  and  boilers 
to  be  $1,681,087,  as  before  mentioned.  But  in 
1815,  the  revenue  aecruiuff  from  the  same  source 
amounted  only  to  $1,000,000.  This  was  owing, 
no  doubt,  to  the  imposition  of  the  additional  tax* 
Hence,  then,  it  will  appear,  that  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  distillers  must,  in  1815,  have  ceased 
their  operations  alto^ther. 

I  am  well  aware^  sir,  that  we  have  no  very  cer- 
tain data  on  which  to  found  our  caleoiations  in 
regard  to  this  subject.  But  knowing,  from  my 
own  observation,  that  a  great  stop  was  put  to 
the  business  of  distilling,  by  tbe  additioaal  duty 
imposed  in  1814, 1  have  submitted  these  calcula- 
tions more  for  the  purpose  of  exemplifying  the 
manner  in  which  a  defalcation  of  the  revenue 
was  produced,  than  of  offering  anything  like  sidn 
atantial  or  incontrovertible  evidence.  It  is  not 
by  calculation  that  we  are  to  ascertain  whether 
or  not  a  tax  is  of^ressive,  whether  it  operates  on 
the  people  as  a  grievance.  This  must  be  collect- 
ed from  the  people  themselves,  by  being  among 
them;  by  attending  to  their  statements;  and 
finally,  by  observing  the  difficulty  with  which  the 
demands  of  Government  are  met.  This,  $ir|  is 
the  most  safe  and  best  practical  criterion  by  whieh 
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to  jodgeof  ilieezte&lftiidop«nitMaof  aux.  ia 
the  district  I  represaot,  ama^  pefions  who  carried 
OB  diitiUatioB,  most  exteoaiTelf,  put  a  total  stop 
to  their  bminess,  aithoogh  there  was  a  great  sur- 
plas  of  graio,  and  a  greater  abundaBce  of  fruit 
than  was  erer  known  at  any  antecedent  period. 
Sir,  the  fruit  alone,  in  many  parts  of  North  Car- 
olina, if  it  had  been  sared  and  converted  into 
brandy,  woald,  in  my  indgment,  hare  yielded  a 
greater  revenue  than  has  been  yielded  in  that 
quarter  by  the  dintillation,  both  of  grain  and  frait, 
under  the  superadded  and  almost  prohibitory  dir- 
ties of  1815. 

The  committee  now  propose  to  repeal  the  law 
imposing  a  doty  on  distilled  spirits,  and  to  double 
the  dutv  on  licenses  to  distillers.  If  the  measure 
should  be  carried,  the  duty  will  amount  to  about 
twenty  cents  on  each  galion.  This  cannot  be  a 
sufficient  reduction  of  the  tax.  It  is  indeed  alle- 
viating the  burdens  imposed  by  the  necessity  of 
the  war  with  a  vengeance ;  for  twenty  cents,  in 
time  of  peace,  is  as  great  a  duty,  as  thirty  cents 
In  a  state  of  war.  In  war,  very  few  importations 
of  foreign  liquors  can  take  place.  The  distiUers 
of  domestic  spirits  have  then  a  monopoly  of  the 
market ;  whereas  in  time  of  peace  they  are  obliged 
to  struggle  with  competition  from  abroad.  I  ap- 
peal to  the  experimental  knowledge  of  commer- 
cial gentlemen  to  support  the  truth  of  the  position, 
and  am  confident  that  I  shall  not  be  answered  in 
the  negative.  Besides,  if  you  contemplate  no 
greater  redoctioo  than  that  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee, yon  conflict  with  the  policy  which  our 
Qovernment  announced  to  the  world  it  was  ready 
to  pursue.  The  President  has  recommended  the 
propriety  of  encouraging  domestic  naanufactores. 
either  by  laying  a  protecting  duty  on  forei|[n  im- 
portation*, or  by  repealing  that  on  domestic  arti- 
cles. Accordingly,  w6  have  fonnd  it  proposed  by 
the  committee  to  repeal  all  the  duties  on  aomestic 
manufactures.  Not  only  so,  but  to  reduce  the 
customs  more  than  one-half;  the  direct  tax  to  one- 
half ;  and  to  repeal  entirely  the  duty  on  furniture, 
and  some  other  articles;  mit  the  duty  on  domes- 
tic distilled  spirits  ts  proposed  to  be  reduced  not 
more  than  a  third.  Can  it.  I  would  ask,  be  just 
or  reasonable,  that  all  other  duties  should  be 
greatly  reduced,  or  entirely  repealed,  except  that 
on  domestic  distilled  spirits  ?  Why  should  it  not 
be  encouraged,  as  well  as  the  manufacture  of  any 
other  article  ?  It  is  as  necessary^  to  give  us  com- 
plete independence  of  foreign  nations,  as  any  other 
kind  of  manufacture.  I  trust,  sir,  that  the  just, 
equal,  and  magnanimous  spirit  which  induces  us 
to  alleviate  the  burdens  of  the  war,  will  not,  can- 
not fail  to  direct  us  on  this  occasion,  to  an  enlight- 
ened and  upright  policy.  Such  a  policy  as  our 
constituents,  in  every  quarter,  and  of  every  pro- 
fession, may  expect  at  our  hands. 

In  another  point  of  view  this  tax  is  impolitic. 
If  it  does  not,  on  account  of  its  excess,  prohibit 
the  manufacture  of  domestic  spirits,  it  will,  at 
least,  cause  the  people  to  look  out  for  expedients 
to  evade  the  law,  and  wiU,  thereby,  be  injurious, 
not  only  to  the  revenue,  but  to  the  morals  of  the 
country.    The  arguments  from  all  sides  of  the 


Honae,  in  favor  of  reducing  the  customs,  were 
bottomed  on  the  supposition  that  they  would  be 
evaded.  The  gentleman  from  Massachuaetta, 
(Mr.  PiOKBRiNOj  said,  the  other  day,  that  but 
one  of  the  excessive  duties  growing  out  of  the 
war  had  been  enforced.  Our  merchants  knew  not 
how  to  smuggle.  Now.  if  the  merchants  were 
thus  honest  and  upriffnt  before  those  burdens 
were  laid  on  them,  will  not  the  same  argument 
apply  with  ecjual  force  to  the  distiller  ?  JSxcea- 
sive  taxes  will  ever  produce  smuggling  and  eva- 
sion i  but  when  moderate  and  equal,  they  never 
have  that  tendency.  I  have  heard  that  distilleis 
would,  -  under  the  enormous  duties  of  1815,  run 
their  spirits  to  fourth  proof ;  that  they  would  re- 
turn onlf  this  to  the  collector,  and  then  bring  it 
down  with  water  to  the  usual  strength  of  sale- 
able spirits.  Though  this  act  could  not  be  called 
a  violation  of  the  law,  it  may  yet  be  an  evasion 
of  that  duty  which  the  (Government  expected  to 
receive ;  whereas,  if  the  duty  had  been  less,  t^e 
distillers  would  have  run  thear  spirits  to  the  usnal 
strength,  have  given  an  account  of  it  to  the  col- 
lector, and  would  have  paid  on  it  a  greater  amount 
of  revenue,  than  they  did  when  the  duty  was  so 
high  as  to  make  them  think  of  evading  it ;  nay, 
when  they  were  almost  compelled  to  evade  u. 
There  is,  in  fine,  a  certain  point  in  the  taxation 
of  every  object  to  which  you  may  go,  and  beyond 
which  you  cannot  go,  with  any  hope  of  augment- 
ing your  revenue.  If  a  tax  shaU  have  gone  be- 
yond that  point,  the  people  will  see  and  feel  that 
the  hand  of  Qovernment  is  upon  them,  and,  by  a 
species  of  reaction,  natural  and  inevitable,  they 
will  either  oppose  or  evade  the  pressure.  That 
the  tax  on  stills  has  been  much  too  high,  we  have 
everv  reason  to  beUeve,  from  the  smaller  number 
employed,  and  the  less  quantity  ot  spirits  distil- 
led than  would  have  been  if  the  duty  had  been 
moderate. 

Thus  far,  sir,  as  to  the  amount  of  the  tax.  I 
think  it,  however,  objectionable  on  the  score  of 
inequality  in  its  operation.  It  may  be  laid  down 
as  a  rule,  as  a  principle  the  most  consistent  with 
our  Qovernment,  that  all  taxes  should  be  equal  in 
their  opemtion;  but  this  tax  will  vioUte  that 
rule,  and  operate  with  an  extreme  and  inordinate 
pressure  on  particular  sections  of  the  country. 
In  a  grain-growing  country,  or  one  producing  or- 
chards, remotely  situated  from  market,  spisils 
may  be  called  the  staple  commodity.  It  ia,  then, 
extremely  unequal  to  impose  a  tax  on  this  staple 
almost  prohibitory  of  its  production.  You  might, 
with  as  much  propriety,  lay  an  exorbitant  duty  on 
the  tobacco  ot  Virginia,  or  the  cotton  of  South 
Carolina  and  Qeorgia)  as  on  the  whiskey  pro- 
duced in  other  sections  of  the  country.  But  gen- 
tlemen haT«  said  it  is  impossible  to  device  a  tax 
which  will  not  operate  unequally.  That  in  order 
to  remedy  this  you  must  impose  various  taxes; 
that  as  some  will  operate  unequally  on  this,  and 
some  on  that  section  of  the  country,  it  may  be 
fairly  concluded  that  a  general  equality  will  he 
the  result.  But  i[  the  argument  is  correct  in 
principle,  it  ia  far  from  being  <supported  by  the 
practice  of  the  House.    The  aalt  tax  is  continued, 
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atehoagh  it  is  tlie  most  improper  of  all  objeou^f 
indirect  taxfttion.  On  wbom  does  it  operate? 
Certfti&lf  on  the  interior  of  the  cotmtry.  A  di- 
rect tax  of  three  millioDs  isio  be  eoatiaoed,  noi- 
withstanding  it  also  operates  most  oppressively 
on  the  interior.  But  ttre  faratture  tax,  which  op- 
erates oD  oar  seaboard  aod  our  towns,  and  wbicli, 
therefore,  according  to  the  argoment  of  gentte- 
men,  is  necessary  to  produce  equality,  is  proposed 
to  ^e  repealed*  If  to  these  instances  be  added  the 
stiil  tax,  that  nnequal  pressure  on  the  interior  of 
the  country  of  which  we  complain  will  be  in- 
e?ea&ed,  aira  the  grievaaoe  can  be  lessened  only 
by  redneinir  the  tax. 

Another  objectioa  as  to  the  ine(|uaiity  of  the 
tax -grows  out  of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  to-be 
laid,  to  wit:  on  the  capacity  of  the  still,  and  not 
on  the  quantit^r  of  spirits  distilled,  bv  which  the  ^ 
duty  is  o))pres8ive  in  sdme  parts,  and  is  scarcely 
f^  in  others.  Owing  to  a  peculiar  stractntte  w 
the  stills  in  a  certain  section  of  the  country,  the 
distillers  can,  in  twenty-four  hoars,  make  se«%n  or 
eight  times  the  quantity  they  are  enabled  to  make 
in  other  sections.  By  this  means  the  former  class 
baT«  greatly  the  advantage  over  the  latter,  while 
the  latter  may  hare  performed  as  much  labor,  and 
been  at  as  great  ao  «Kjf>ense  as  the  former.  Does 
it,  then,  seem  right  or  just  that  not  only  the  eot- 
ton  and  ti^bacco  nhmter  shoald  have  the  adTan- 
tageover  the  distiller,  bat  that  one  dietiller  should 
have  the  advantage  ever  another  ?  For  ttty  part, 
I  cannot  think  it  is ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  evi- 
dently more  juKtand  proper  that  the  duty  should 
be  on  the  Quantity.  Then,  he  who  makes  one 
hundred  gallotts  per  day,  will  pay  ten  times  as 
moch  tax  as  he  who  makes  only  ten  gallons  per 
day ;  and  certainly  he  shoald  do  so,  because  the 
eatpiBnse  of  making  a  hundred  gallons  is  not  «en 
times  aagr^t  as  the  expense  or  making  only  tea 
gallons.  In  a  direct  proportion,  therefore,  he  is 
more  able  to  pay  ten  times  the  tax.  la  coaflrma- 
tion  of  this,  wt  me  ask,  what  is  ttre  principle  nsi- ' 
▼ersalty  aimed  at  in  the  levying  and  eolleotlagof 
all  oar  taxes?  It  is,  that  each  individual  should 
contribute  revcrnoe  to  the  G<yvernment,  in  propor- 
tion t6  his  pecmiiary  means  or  ability  to  do  so. 
Land,  for  instance,  ten  time#  more  fertile  aad 
prodnctive  than  other  land,  is  required  to  pay  ten 
titnes  the  tax.  The  predoet  of  the  soil,  in  this 
aaeci  constitutes  the  ability  of  the  landholder  to 
eaatrlbtfte  to  Government.  Why,  than,  should 
not  the  same  e!ritetien  be  adopted  in  vegard  to  tlie 
disiittet,  from  the  product  of  bis  still,  and  the  sales 
of  spirits  which  he  makes,  (and  tha  one  sappoii* 
tion  necessarily  includes  the  other,)  we  may  as 
ftiirly  jadge  of  his  ability  as  of  theability  of  the 
landholder.  I  should,  therefore,  hope  that  the 
House  would  subject  stills  to  the  operation  of  the 
same  equal  and  impartial  rules  as  other  objects  of 
tanation  are  subjected  to;  that  they  alone  would 
not  be  an  exception  to  the  general  principles  ob- 
serwd  in  the  system  of  revenue  which  is  proposed 
to  be  adiopfed. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  of  the  reasons  which  have  sug- 
gaeted  this  mode  to  the  committee.  They  have 
Uiooght  that  it  wonld  prevent  abusea  and  evaskma 


of  the  law ;  bat  I  am  uaaUe  to  pereaive  the  forea 
of  such  argument.  A  naan  disposed  to  cheat  the 
Qovernment  cannot  be  asade  honest  aad  upright 
by  the  provisions  and  penalties  of  law,  however 
circumspect  aad  vindicatory  they  may  be.  TIm 
sanguinary  code  of  Onsat  Britain  has  not  yet 
been,  aad  never  will  b^  sufficient  to  restrain  of- 
fenders. A  dishonest  aMU,  who  eaters  his  attli 
for  two  weeks  o?  one  month,  when  the  duty  is  on 
the  capacity,  can  work  it  for  six  weeks  or  two 
months  with  nearly  as  mnch  ease  as  he  cotild 
peactisetfaedecepiioa  of  raaaittgapirits  to  foartk 
proof  and  bringing  it  down  with  water;  or, as  he 
could  commit  the  fiRaad  of  aaaking  two  thottaaad 
gallons  and  retuming  only  one  tfaonsand  to  the 
eollector,  when  the  dorty  was  on  the  quantity  dis- 
tilled I  cannot,  theraaore,  feel  Che  force  m  the 
argument  offerea  by  the  committee.  On  the  coir- 
trary,  I  think  it  beuer  to  nrnke  laars  ao  easy  attd 
agreeable  to  the  people  that  ao  iadaeements  to 
transgress  them  will  be  afibrded,  thaa  to  aim  at 
preventing  violatiabs  by  riyoreus  enactments. 

A  tax  on  the  capacity  of  the  stUi  is  iajarioHB 
in  another  respect*  Oaa  great  advantage  always 
to  be  derived  from  distiuation  Is  the  support  of 
stock.  Some  mea,  of  experience  and  econoo^, 
have  esiiaaaied  that  for  every  five  baehda  of 

Strain  worked  4aily,  thirty  head  of  stock  conld  be 
ed.  Upon  trial,  this  is  found  to  be  ao  gvcat  a 
benefit,  that  naany  distillers  continae  their  apesa- 
tions  more  far  the  advantage  of  their  stock  than 
for  the  prafioi  of  their  whiskey.  WtMn  the  duty 
is  an  the  capacity,  they  are  loreed  to  use  {;reat 
and  wasteful  exertiona,  and  of  eonise  they  aie 
deprived  of  considerable  advantage  in  that  way; 
whereas,  when  the  duty  is  on  the  quantity  dis^ 
tilled,  they  may  operate  at  leisure,  aecotdta^  as 
ehay  fiad  it  to  their  interest;  aad  at  certain  tieaes, 
when  theeeascAi  does  not  suit,  when  it  19  too  wacm 
or  too  cold,  ihey  taay  stop  altogether. 

In  short,  sir,  there  i»  a  repugnance  in  the  annd 
of  the  commiNuty  against  employing  their  stilk 
by  the  capacity.  The  people  see  thatacetaain 
duly  imposed  00  the  capacity,  operates  partiaily  ; 
that  if  applied  to  the  galloa,  it  wnald  ha  mote 
oaavaaiant  to  them,  and  more  profitable  to  the 
Qovarnmeai.  An  eridoice  of  this  has  lately 
occurred  in  Vimaia;  a  gentlemaa  from  that 
Smte  has  favored  me  with  the  sight  of  a  aomma- 
aication  reeeived  from  the  collector  of  the  dia- 
triet  he  reptesenta.  It  is  stated  in  the  camaaat- 
•icaiiOi^  that  of  near  seven  hnndred  stills  which 
had  been  entered  on  his  books,  not  more  than 
about  sixty  had  taken  licanses.  This  provas  in- 
disputably the  point  for  which  I  contend,  that 
there  is  a  repugnance  in  the  mind  of  the  oomoMi* 
aity  agaiaat  the  ux  in  that  made.  Is  it  not,  there- 
fore, the  doty  and  the  policy  of  the  Legislature  to 
make  laws  agreeable  to  the  people,  espaeially 
when  those  laws,  formed  and  fashioned  to  the  will 
of  the  people,  are  not  likely  to  be  less  productive 
of  revenue  to  the  Government  ?  It  is  the  mode, 
and  not  so  much  the  amount  of  taxation,  that 
renders  it  at  any  time  odioas  and  unacceptable,  to 
the  people.  Bht  geoUemen  have  said,  that  ii 
you  do  not  lay  the  tax  on  the  capacity  of  the  atill, 
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yoQ  most  either  subject  the  eitixens  to  domteil- 
larf  visits,  or  reqaire  them  to  ouke  returns  udod 
oath  of  the  quantitjr  of  spirits  they  have  distilled. 
But  will  a  doty  on  licenses  wholly  remedy  the 
evil,  if  it  is  one,  of  which  you  have  such  fears? 
No,  I  apprehend  not.  How  did  yon  ascertain 
the  camcity  of  stills  under  the  law  of  1813,  if 
your  officers  did  not  visit  the  houses  of  citizens, 
or  if  the  latter  were  not  jiermitted  to  state  the 
capacity  on  oath  ?  It  is  a  fact  coming  within 
my  own  knowledge,  that  under  the  law  of  1813 
domiciliary  visits  were  made  hy  the  collectors 
or  their  deputies— the  people  did  not  complain 
of  this,  but  of  the  inconvenience  to  which  they 
were  subjected  in  not  being  permitted  to  use  their 
stills  at  leisure  by  the  gallon.  Contrast  the  two 
objections,  that  of  domiciliary  visits,  and  that 
of  their  convenience  just  aUuded  to,  and  my 
word  for  it  the  people  will  choose  the  former. 
These  visits  are  not  so  'frightful  as  gentlemen 
would  imagine.  The  collector,  when  not  the 
messenger  of  an  oppressive  law,  will  be  received 
as  a  visiting  acquaintance  or  friend,  more  than  as 
a  person  to  whom  odium. should  attach. 

jBut,  sir,  you  have  already  acted  on  both  the 
principles  of  which  you  are  now  so  fearful.  Un* 
der  the  laws  of  1813  domiciliary  visits  were  made; 
by  the  law  of  1814,  distillers  were  required  to 
keep  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  spirits  they 
had  distilled,  and  to  verify  or  return  the  same 
upon  oath.  Why  then  should  we  at  this  time 
be  so  apprehensive  of  those  which  have  hereto- 
fore been  in  use  ?  For  my  own  part,  I  see  as 
much  necessity  for  their  continuance  as  for  their 
original  adoption. 

Sut  farther,  sir,  I  should  have  no  objection 
against  allowing  the  citizens  to  make  their  returns 
by  a  simple  statement  or  declaration— upon  such 
statements  you  collect  evidence  for  equalizing 
the  direct  tax.  The  assessors  did  not  visit  the 
houses  of  the  citizens  in  one  case  out  of  twenty, 
and  I  have  never  heard  of  attempts  to  evade  the 
law ;  on  the  contrary,  there  is  a  principle  in  hu* 
man  nature  always  to  respect  and  reverence  a 
confidence  which  has  been  liberally  reposed. 
Laws  which  are  tedious  in  detail,  watchful  and 
viadictive  in  their  provisions,  almost  necessarily 
address  themselves  to  the  ingenuity  of  the  evil- 
minded  and  excite  a  wish  to  evade  them.  So- 
lon laid  down  the  principle,  that  in  order  to 
K -event  certain  offences,  it  was  better  not  to  enact 
ws  against  them,  because,  as  he  maintained,, 
those  laws  would  only  remind  his  fellow-citizens 
of  the  crimes  which  he  had  thus  silently  de- 
nounced and  effectually  prohibited.  In  like  man- 
ner, sir,  I  would  not  remind  our  fellow-citizens  of 
the  possibility  of  swearing  falsely  by  the  multiply- 
ing oaths  on  every  occasion— 4et  us  trust  to  tneir 
justice  and  their  generosity.  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
not  indeed  without  assurance,  that  our  confidence 
will  not  be  misplaced.  An  individual  who 
makes  his  return  by  a  simple  statement  will  feel 
that  he  is  called  upon  by  every  noble  principle 
of  his  nature  to  declare  the  truth — he  will  see 
that  this  Qovernment  has  generously  reposed  in 
him  a  confidence,  which  his  pride  as  a  citizen, 
14th  Gov.  lat  Ssss.— SO 


and  his  conscience  as  a  man,  cannot  fail  to  reci- 
procate fully  and  sincerely.  Believe  me,  sir, 
that  any  man  who,  under  such  circumstances, 
would  state  falsely,  would  not  be  much  too  ffood 
to  swear  falsely  or  to  violate  any  other  law  wnich 
you  can  possibly  make.  If,  however,  gentlemen 
should  think  it  better  to  require  returns  to  be 
made  upon  oath,  I  am  willing  to  the  measure. 
Only  accommodate  your  laws  to  the  convenience 
of  the  |)eople,  and  I  shall  be  satisfied.  In  doing 
which  it  may  be  considered  a  rule,  liable  to  very 
few  exceptions,  that  the  same  degree  of  rigor 
necessary  to  prevent  violations  of  the  law  when 
the  duty  is  imposed  on  the  gallon,  will  also  be 
necessary  to  prevent  violations  when  the  duty 
is  on  the  capacity.  If  the  latter  mode  of  taxa- 
tion should  be  preferred,  your  laws,  I  think,  mnist 
be  as  rigorous,  as  circumspect,  and  as  offensive 
to  the  people,  in  order  to  obstruct  abuses  and 
evasions,  as  if  the  former  mode  were  to  be  adopted. 

The  last  part  of  my  proposition  is,  that  there 
should  be  a  distinction  between  the  tax  on  the 
distillation  of  spirits  from  the  material  of  fruit, 
and  that  on  the  distillation  of  spirits  from  the 
material  of  grain.  This  I  should  think  requires 
no  confirmation,  as  the  propriety  of  ii  must  be  ob* 
vious.  The  reasons  are :  first,  that  grain  is  a  ne- 
cessary of  life,  and  it  may  sometimes  happen,  even 
in  the  most  plentiful  country,  that  this  article  will 
be  scarce— hence  no  one  will  doubt  but  that  as 
little  of  it  as  possible  should  be  consumed  by  dis- 
tillation. If  then  the  difference  which  I  propose 
should  be  adopted,  it  will  have  a  tendency  to 
promote  the  distillation  of  less  grain  and  more 
fruit. 

In  the  second  place,  grain  is  a  necessary  of 
lifip  s  but  when  converted  into  spirits  it  becomes 
a  luxury.  Fruit,  on  the  other  haod^  is  not  a  ne- 
cessary of  life,  and  when  distilled  it  is  the  con- 
verting of  one  luxury  into  another.  It  would 
then  seem  an  object  worthy  of  legislative  atten- 
tion, so  to  provide  by  law  that  an  article  of  ne- 
cessitjr  should  not  be  converted  into  a  luxury, 
when  it  is  practicable  to  produce  the  latter,  by  the 
conversion  of  one  luxury  into  another. 

In  the  third  place,  if  grain  is  not  distilled  it  is 
an  article  which  may  be  preserved.  It  may  be 
applied  to  the  various  purposes  of  life  not  neces- 
sary now  to  be  mentioned ;  or  if  not  used  by  the 
grower,  it  may  always  be  disposed  of  for  a  value 
at  least  equivalent  to  the  toil  of  produciog  it. 
Fruit,  on  the  contrary,  is  an  article  which  can- 
not be  kept.  If  not  di&iilled  within  a  short  and 
given  time  it  will  perish,  and  we  lose  so  much 
of  the  produce  of  our  lands  and  profits  of  our 
labor.  In  proportion  then  as  fruit  is  more  per- 
ishable than  grain,  in  the  same  proportion  let  it 
be  more  practicable  and  easy  to  atstil  the  former 
than  the  latter. 

The  propriety  of  the  distinction,  in  the  fourth 
place,  appears  to  be  enforced  by  a  consideration 
of  more  weight  than  any  yet  mentioned.  Who. 
sir,  are  the  persons  that  generally  distil  brandy  ? 
Are  they  men  of  the  greatest  wealth,  or  the 
less  opulent  portion  of  the  community?  Im* 
swer  that  they  are  generally  of  the  latter  class — 
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mm  who  lire  im  poor  lands  and  who  deri?e  much 
of  tbcir  subsisteoee  from  the  profit  of  their  or- 
chards. They  are  not  coltivators  of  fertile  lands 
prodacing  rice,  com,  or  tohacco,  hot 'high,  arid, 
and  thin  soils,  which  yield  a  greater  profit  from 
orchards  than  aojrthing  else  in  which  they  can  be 
planted.  Now,  sir,  if  you  make  no  difference  in 
Che  doty,  you  confine  or  limit  the  trasinets  of  dis- 
tilling almost  exclmiTely  to  one  class  of  citizens. 
Those  who  distil  whislDsy  are  generally  men 
somewhat  adranced  as  to  property,  Ac.  They 
liaTe  sQch  command  of  the  products  of  the  coun- 
try that  they  can  at  any  time  purchase  grain  for 
their  distilleries,  whatever  be  the  price  or  scarcity 
of  the  article,  and  can  also  at  any  time  pay  the 
Ux  to  Government.  Being  possessed  of  wealth, 
they  can  shseld  themselves  against  an v  grievance 
or  oppression  to  which  by  the  operation  of  your 
laws  they  might  otherwise  be  subjected.  But 
with  regard  to  fruit,  although  the  rich  have  or- 
chards, yet  the  poor  have  them  also,  and,  when 
productive,  the  most  indigent  man  in  the  com- 
munity can  have  a  little  brandy  to  exchange  for 
such  articles  of  subsistence  as  he  may  want.  By 
adopting  then  the  distinction  which  I  propose, 
you  consult  the  interest,  notof  the  wealthy  or  indi- 
gent alone,  but  of  both  together,  whereas,  when 
there  is  no  distinction,  you  consult  more  the  in- 
terest of  the  former  and  disparage  that  of  the 
latter. 

It  has  in  the  last  place  been  laid  down  as  the 
most  correct  principle  of  policy  in  a  course  of 
legislation,  that  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
poor  should  be  the  objects  of  chief  concern ;  for 
this  plain  reason,  that  the  rich  can  always  take 
eare  of  themselves.  But,  sir,  as  my  proposition 
does  not  contemplate  any  partial  or  exclusive 
advantage  to  either,  but  a  common  benefit  to 
both,  I  hope  it  will  meet  with  the  general  support 
of  the  House. 

Mr  Yanobt  made  a  speech  of  vome  length  in 
aopport  of  Mr.  Williams's  motion ;  and  against 
it  Mr.  Inohaii  and  Mr.  BaaNstos. 

Mr.  Hardin  preferred  the  amendment  to  the 
original  proposition,  though  desiring «  different 
modificdtioB. 

Mr.  Williams's  motion  was  negatived  by  a 
large  majority. 

Mr.  Tancbt  successively  moved  two  amend- 
ments, (having  nearly  the  same  object  as  that  of 
Mr.  Williams,)  which  Were  negatived^  by  ma- 
jorities of  20  or  30  votes. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  strike  out  of  the 
original  resolution  the  words  **one  hundred," 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  *'  fifty,"  so  as  to  re- 
duce one-half  the  proposed  addition  to  the  capa- 
city tax. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham  the  Committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Tbubsdat,  February  8. 

Mr.  CoNDiCT  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
manufacturers  of  woollen  goods  in  the  States  of 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylrania,  and  Delaware,  pray- 
ing that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  by  Con* 


gross  as  will  afford  to  them,  and  others  engaged 
in  similar  manufactures,  the  security  and  encour- 
agement necessary  lo  a  continuance  of  their  la- 
bors.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commeroe 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  McLbar,  of  Ohio,  presented  a  resolution 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Oliio, 
respecting  the  settlers  on  reserved  lands  within 
said  State.— Referred  ^to  the  Committee  on  tbe 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Yarobt.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.'Farish ; 
wnich  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  RoBEBTsoir  reported  a  biiloonfirSAing  prs- 
emption  rights  given  on  tJie  purchase  of  Kancb,  to 
certain  settlers  in  the  State  of  Looisiatta,  and 
Territories  of  Missouri  and  Illinois;  ^i^Hch  wis 
read  twice,  and  committed  ton  Committee  ^th« 
Whole. 

Mr.  Nblbon,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  that  it  was  inexpedient 
to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  for  the  remaval 
of  the  distnct  court,  of  the  District  of  Maine, 
from  the  place  where  it  is  now  hdd.— Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cankoic  laid  before  the  Hoasea  rwoldtioa 
of  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  requesting  tbnt 
the  collection  of  the  direct  liat  ORhe  present  yenr 
may  be  delayed  wholly,  or  in^rt,  to  the  neatt  or 
a  subsequent  year ;  and  also  a  resolution  rqeet- 
ing  the  amendments  proposed  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  by  the  States  of  Mnssnelia- 
setts  and  ConaeotieuL 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  the  annu- 
al report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinldng 
Fund. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ihoham.  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  requested  to  lav  before  the  House 
a  statement  of  the  valttatioii  oc  lands,  A&,  imder 
the  direct  tax. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  tbe  Sennte  have  pnsMd  biibof  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  providing  for  the  settle- 
ment of  cermin  aeeonnts  a^inst  the  Library  of 
Congress,  and  for  establtshmg  the  salasy  of  tlw 
Librarian;"  and  ^An  act  conoerniag  oettnin 
courts  of  the  United  Sutns  in  the  State  of  New 
York ;"  in  which  bills  tfany  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

THE  REVENCi:. 

The  House  resumed  tiie  considefatlon  of  the 
report  of  the  CommHiee  of  Ways  and  Means,  oa 
the  revenue. 

The  proposition  to  amend  the  resolve  respect- 
ing  the  whiskey  Mz,  by  reducing  the  proposed 
addition  of  100  per  cent,  on  the  capacity  of  die 
still  to  60  per  cent.,  was  further  debated  at  mush 
length;  supported  by  Messrs.  CAimoif,  Taitl. 
Throop,  Ross,  McKbb,  and  Yanoby. 

Mr.  Taul  observed,  that  he  had  not  expected 
to  have  participated  in  the  debate  on  the  subject 
now  before  the  House.  He  was  admonished,  by 
his  want  of  parliamentary  experience,  to  be  silent. 
Instead  of  attempting  to  lecture  others,  he  felt  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  receive  from  them  tne  lessons 
of  wisdom  and  experience.    In  adhering  to  the 
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moluioD  tbmi  fonMd  he  had  alroMl^  (he  hoped) 
ptefited  maeh.  To  do  member  of  this  Home  had 
he  lieceoed  with  more  pleasare  as  well  as  profit, 
than  die  honorable  gentlemaa  from  South  Caro* 
Una,  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Wars  and 
Means.  Though  he  had  the  highest  eonodenoe 
ia  the  opinions  and  Tiews  of  thatgeDtleman,  aad 
the  members  composing  the  eommiitee,  he  be* 
lieved  that  oa  this  particnlar  subject  they  were  in 
an  error;  and,  believing  so,  he  shonld  be  an  nn* 
fiiitbfoi  pnbiic  servant,  were  he  to  be  silent. 
€Miooid  the  resolution  as  rej^prtadbv  the  commit- 
tee be  adopted,  serioas  injary  will  be  inflicced 
opon  the  Wesletn  eountrf  cenerallf ,  without 
a  eottatarvailiaff  benefit  to  the  -revenue  of  the 


oountcy. 

We  are  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
slate  of  the  nation ;  and  when  thus  in  committee, 
it  seams  to  be  the  fashion  for  gentleman  to  ex- 
press their  opinion  of  the  past,  as  well  as  their 
▼lews  of  the  present,  and  what  ought  to  be  the 
fntore  oooise  of  policy  to  he  pursued  in  this 
aatioD. 

I  do  not  purpose  following  the  oimm pie  which 
has  beea  set.  I  will  only  o&rve,  that  my  oopo- 
sttion  to  the  resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Wafs 
and  Meaaa.does  not  proceed  from  a  want  of  con- 
fidcoee  in  tne.AdmioutratioD.  The  Admtnistra- 
tioa  has  had,  aad  still  has  my  confidence.  It  has 
Tccerved  my  support  to  the  extent  of  my  feeble 
abilities.  This  country  has  contracted  a  very 
coBsiderable  deht  in  asserting  its  just  rights. 
The  revenue  of  the  country- should  be  equu,  in 
time  1^  peace,  to  the  demands  against  it.  I  for 
one  am  decidedly  in  favor  of  raisiag  this  revenue ; 
hut  I  may  differ  with  other  gentleuMn,  as  to  the 
proper  suojects  of  taxation ;  aad  when  we  agree 
aas  to  the  suhjects  of  taaatioo,  we  aeay  differ  as 
tathe  aaMiwt.  Such  is  the  case,as  to  the  tax 
proposed  on  liceases  to  distiUers.  The  aosount 
veoommended  hy  the  committee  to  be  continued, 
is  in  my  opinion  too^high.    While  I  agree  in  the 

fmerai  with  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
mast  he  permitted  to  enter  my  protest  agaiast 
some  of  the  prmects  I  have  heard  recommended. 
The  honorable  member  of  the  Commttlee  of 
Ways  and  Means  (Mr.  Imohak)  to  whom  the  de- 
fence of  this  branch  of  the  report  seems  to  have 
heen  committed,  in  the  remarks  made  by  him 
last  avening,  observed  that  he  expected  the  mem- 
hers  of  this  House  to  have  communicated  the  lo- 
cal iaformation  which  they  possessed  in  relation 
to  the  parttcalar  subject  now  under  consideration, 
I  thaaa  the  gentlemanj  sir,  lor  this  remark.  At 
the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  one  of  the  most  prominent  ob- 
jeetioas  against  it,  was,  that  the  people  would 
not  be  sui&ciently  represeated,  particularly  in 
laying  taxes.  €lentlemen  may  talk  of  voting  and 
taxing  that  course  which  their  judgment  dictates ; 
but  the  first  priaetples  of  politiou  science  teach 
me  to  look  to  the  sitiistioo,  the  wants,  the  feel- 
iags,  and  wishes  of  the  people  I  represent!  Sir, 
it  IS  impossible  to  arrive  at  any  just  conclusions 
in  legislative  deliberations  without  adhering  to 
those  principles. 


if  one  of  the  foraign  tourists  or  journalists 
travel  through  your  country  for  the  purpose  of 
abusing  it,  had  been  in  your  gallery  U»t  evening 
and  heard  gentlemen  narrating  the  various  shim 
and  devices  which  they  had  miderstood  had  bam 
resorted  to,  to  evade  the  particular  tax  in  ques- 
tion, be  would  have  been  much  gratified.  He 
would  have  flattered  himself  that  m  had  conchi- 
sive.ovideace  oC  everything  that  had  been  said  or 
written  to  the  disadvantage  of  this  country-^hat 
our  patriotism  was  idle. rant,  nathiag  of  veality 
about  it.  Sir,  unwise  revenue  lawa  will  he  eva- 
ded in  every  eouanry ;  it  is  no  reproach  opon  the 
people.  I  have  no  idea,  however,  that  evasions 
have  taken  place  to  the  extent  which  gentlemen 
suppose.  The  article  of  spirits  distilled  from  do- 
mestic materials  was  taxed  beyond  what  it  could 
bear;  hence,  and  hence  only,  the  law  was  par- 
tially evaded.  The  tax  may  not  be  too  high  in 
some  parts  of  the  United  States,  particulariy 
when  distillation  is  carried  on  oa  a  large  capitaL 
The  committee  doubtless  labor  under  the  impres- 
sion, that  the  article  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  wilt  bear  the  tax;  othetwise  lam  confi- 
dent they  would  not  have  recommended  it.  The 
local  information  sought  for  by  the  honorable 
member  before  alluded  to  (Mr.  Inuhav)  most 
readily  will  I  impart.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
slating  it  as  a  fact,  that  the  heavy  tax  on  spirits 
had  the  effect  to  prostrate  nine  out  of  ten  of  the 
distillers  in  the  district  which  I  represent.  It  ts 
impossible  for  themanufiictarerto  sell  the  article 
for  as  much  money  as  will  pay  the  lax.  A  aeigh- 
bor  of  mine  (a  distiller)  informed  me,  not  many 
days  previous  to  my  leavinff  home,  that  he  had 
on  hand  nearly  the  whole  of  the  spirits  manufac- 
tured last  Winter  and  Spring.  Ue  had  paid  the 
tax  without  beiag  able  to  sell  for  money  as  much 
as  would  pay  the  one^twentieth  part  of  the  tax. 
This  is  not  the  case  of  a  single  individual  only"— 
it  is  the  case  of  many,  if  not  most  of  the  distillers. 
Indeed  I  was  credibly  informed,  previous  to  my 
leaving  home,  that  the  laigest  distillery  in  the 
district  would  not  go  into  operation  again  imder 
the  existing  iMrte  of  duties.  Levy  the  tax  con- 
templated, and  it  is  certain  death  to  all  the  small 
distilleries;  the  eoasequence  of  which  will  be  a 
loss  of  all  the  capital  invested  in  those  establish- 
ments :  besides  the  great  loss  to  the  farmer  in  not 
being  able  to  convert  his  surplus  «rain  into  a  less 
bulky  article  for  importation,  and  the  advantage 
of  his  distilling  to  his  stock  or  cattle. 

It  Is  said ,  that  the  distiller  has  no  cause  of  com- 
plaint; that  the  tax  is  paid  by  the  consuBwr.  Sir, 
It  is  true,  that  such  is  the  belief^  the  expectation 
of  most  gentlemen ;  and  the  tax  is  laid  under  that 
impression.  The  practical  result,  however,  provta 
the  incorrectness  of  the  theory.  It  would  be  cor- 
rect, I  grant  you,  if  the  article  could  be  sold. 

It  is  also  contended,  that,  inasmuch  as  it  is  an 
article  of  luxury,  it  is  a  fit  subject  for  taxation. 
It  is  perhaps  not  necessary  to  controvert  the  policy 
of  the  tax  on  principle,  since  there  seems  such  a 
g:eneral,  I  may  say  almost  unanimous  determina- 
tion to  continue  it  in  some  shape.  It  ought  to  be 
recollected,  however,  that  it  is  an  article  of  luxury 
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vsed  by  the  poor,  by  the  yeomanry  of  the  coun- 
try, by  the  laborer. 

The  wealthy  pa^t  of  the  coontr]^  can  afford  to 
tise  a  beTerage  of  a  diflferent  qoality.  laiported 
spirits  and  the  juice  of  the  ^rape  are  theirs.  It 
has  always  been  deemed  politic  to  tax  articles  of 
luxury,  not  because  they  were  such,  but  because 
they  were  used  by  those  whose  income  was  eon* 
siderable,  and  of  course  were  able  and  ought  to 

pay. 

The  honorable  member  from  Louisiana  (Mr. 
Robertson)  certainly  misunderstood  my  friend 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Cabmon,)  who  mo?ed  the 
amendment,  or  he  would  not  have  imputed  to 
him  his  being  influenced  by  narrow  ?iews.  He 
seems  to  ha?e  understood  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  as  opposing  the  tax,  solely  on  the 

f round  of  its  inequality.  Sir,  it  is  unequal, 
igbly  unequal,  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see has,  in  my  opinion,  clearly  demonstrated; 
and  this  inequality  ought  to  ba?e great  influence; 
bat  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  opposed  it,  as 
I  do,  on  broader  ground.  It  is  not  only  unequal, 
it  is  oppressive,  ruinous ;  tax  the  article  too  high, 
and  you  prohibit  its  manufacture.  Your  revenue 
of  course  must  be  lost. 

I  am  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  an  addition  of 
50  per  centum  on  licenses  to  distillers,  will  pro- 
duce nearly,  if  not  quite  as  much  as  100  per  cent., 
and  I  believe  it  is  as  heavy  a  duty  as  the  article 
wall  bear. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  says,  that 
the  spirit  manufactured  in  the  Western  country 
is  exported  to  the  Orleans  market  and  sold  there. 
That  honorable  and  enlightened  gentleman  well 
knows  that  the  Orleans  market  is  a  very  precari- 
ous one;  that  spirits  distilled  from  grain  or  fruit 
is  a  dull  article  in  the  market  at  that  port,  as  is 
almost  every  other  article,  the  produce  of  Ohio, 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  dbc.  This  m  nst  be  the  case 
for  many  years  to  come.  Such  is  the  vast  extent 
of  fertile  country,  watered  by  the  tributary  streams 
of  the  Mississippi,  that  the  Orleans  market  is  gen- 
erally glutted* 

I  do  not  pretend  to  have  anything  like  a  correct 
knowledge  of  the  average  price  of  whiskey,  brandy, 
&C.,  at  that  market,  but  I  doubt  very  much  if  an 
exporter  could  get  the  flrst  cost  of  the  article.  I 
am  well  convinced  that  the  exportation  of  this 
article  from  Kentucky,  since  the  increased  duty 
was  laid,  has  been  considered  a  bad  business. 

Sir,  this  is  a  dull  subject ;  the  House  cannot  be 
entertained  with  anything  that  coold  be  said. 
Our  opinion  on  estimating  the  amount  of  doty 
proper  to  be  levied  most  be  governed  by  practi- 
cal results;  a  detail  of  which  is  all  I  have  at- 
tempted. 

Mr.  Thboop  said,  that  the  interest  bis  consti- 
tuents had  in  the  subject  in  debate,  made  it  his 
duty  to  submit  a  few  arguments  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Committee.  He  lamented,  that  at  a 
period  when  we  were  left  calmly  to  consider  and 
adopt  such  measures  as  would  contribute  to  the 
wealth  of  tbe  country,  repair  its  finances,  and  re- 
store its  credit,  the  productions  of  the  interior  of 
the  Northern  Sutes  should  be  selected  as  the 


prey  of  a  system  of  revenue,  which,  in  every 
other  respect,  had  his  entire  approbation  and  sup- 
port. He  approved  of  that  system,  not  merely 
because  it  would  enable  the  Qovernment  to  keep 
op  proper  military  and  naval  establishments,  bot 
because  it  would  produce  an  extinguishment  of 
a  national  debt  in  a  short  period  of  time.  He 
should  vote  for  the  motion,  and  should  have  liked 
it  better  had  it  been  to  reduce  the  increase  on  the 
capacity  of  stills  to  twenty-five  per  cent.,  and 
would  nave  been  better  pleued  with  tbe  bill,  had 
it  proposed  to  leave  the  capacity-tax  as  it  now 
stood.  He  should  not  vote  this  reduetioo  because 
he  was  opposed  to  a  tax  on  whiskey ;  he  thought 
it  as  fit  a  subject  of  taxation  as  anything  pre- 
sented by  the  pursuits  of  the  country.  Our  coun- 
try at  present  affords  but  few  subjects  for  internal 
taxation,  and  none  which  operate  with  exact 
equality.  The  tax  on  whiskey  is  paid  by  tbe 
consumer,  and  tbe  consumption  is  so  universal 
that  he  thought  the  tax  would  operate  more 
equally  than  any  other  which  had  been  selected. 
But  while  he  was  willing  it  should  be  taxed,  all 
he  asked  was,  that  it  should  be  reasonable,  and 
not  so  heavy  as  to  suppress  the  business,  or  dis* 
tress  the  farmer.  He  spoke  of  the  productionaof 
the  interior  of  the  Northern  States  as  the  prej 
of  the  system,  for  these  reasons:  the  world  la 
now  at  peace,  the  inhabitants  are  relieved  from 
that  desolating  warfare,  which,  for  a  long  period 
of  time,  had  depressed  their  resources;  they 
would  now  return  to  their  acpricoltural  pursuits, 
and  would  make  the  earth  yield  sufficient  of  all 
the  articles  of  provision  for  their  own  consump- 
tion, and  that  of  their  colonies.  The  produce  of 
the  interior  of  the  Northern  States  is  wheat, 
corn,  and  other  grain,  which  go  to  market, 
either  in  their  natural  state,  or  as  pork  and  beef. 
While  war  continued  in  Europe,  a  demand  was 
created  in  that  part  of  the  world  for  these  arti- 
cles, and  this  demand  raised  tbe  price  of  them 
sufficiently  high  to  bear  transportation.  The  in- 
terior of  the  Northern  States  derived  their  wealth 
from  the  sale  of  their  surplus  produce  in  this 
manner.  But  by  the  peace  these  resources  were 
cut  off;  their  productions  will  not  bear  trans- 
portation to  other  parts  of  the  United  States, 
where  there  is  a  deficit  of  those  articles.  What 
were  these  people  to  do?  Their  cannot  raise  cot- 
ton, tobaoeo,  and  sugar,  productions  of  the  South- 
ern States,  which  bear  so  high  a  price,  and  enrich 
the  planter.  Their  climate  will  not  admit  of  it; 
they  must  either  sink  into  poverty,  or  turn  their 
produce  into  a  more  portable  as  well  as  marketa- 
ble form.  This  can  only  be  done  by  making  it 
into  whiskey.  A  high  tax  upon  whiskey  would 
not  tend  very  much  to  reduce  the  quantity  which 
will  be  made,  nor  will  it  operate  against  the  large 
distiller.  On  the  contrary,  the  large  distiller 
would  profit  by  it  He  would  extend  his  busioess 
with  immense  profit,  for,  by  driving  the  small  dis- 
tiller from  the  business,  he  would  be  enabled  to 
regulate  the  price  both  of  the  article  manufac- 
tured, and  the  material  of  which  it  is  made. 
There  are  many  persons  engaged  in  that  business 
of  small  capitals,  say  two  or  three  thousand  dol- 
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lart,  and  mao^  farmers  who  distil  the  sarplas 

J  produce  of  their  own  farms.  The  small  mana- 
iEietorers  and  farmers  were  driFen  from  the  busi- 
ness b^  the  heavy  duties  imposed  during  the  war, 
and  wilt  not  return  to  it,  if  we  continue  a  heavy 
duty.  The  effect  will  be,  by  driving  so  many 
purchasers  of  grain  from  the  market,  to  destroy 
competition,  and  particularly  competition  be- 
tween credit  and  money,  and  to  place  the  farmer 
in  the  power  of  those  who  continue  the  business; 
the  latter  will  fix  the  market  price  of  grain,  and 
ask  what  they  please  for  the  liouor.  The  small 
distiller  will  be  compelled  to  relinquish  the  busi- 
ness, because  he  cannot  sell  his  production  for 
money  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  tax-gatherer, 
which  will  amount  for  stills  in  ordinary  use.  at 
the  proposed  rates  of  duty,  to  seven  or  eight 
hundred  dollars.  The  manufacturer  wilt  be  en- 
riched, bat  the  farmer  will  be  impoverished.  But 
it  Is  said  that  a  system  of  taxation  Is  a  system  of 
compromise,  and,  therefore,  it  is  necessary  to  lay 
a  heavy  doty  on  whiskey  to  equalize  the  other 
taxes  to  be  imposed.  He  replied,  that  he  did  not 
understand  how  that  reasoning  applied  to  this 
case.  The  objection  was  not  to  a  tax,,  but  to  an 
enormous  and  oppressive  tax.  But  how  was  this 
tax  to  counterbalance  or  equalize  other  taxes? 
Do  we  not  pay  our  proportion  of  the  imposts  ? 
We  certainly  do  so  in  the  consumption  of  foreign 
articles.  Do  we  not  pay  our  share  of  the  duty 
on  refined  sugar?  We  do.  Do  we  not  pay  our 
share  of  the  stamp  duty  ?  I  think  we  do.  We 
may  not  have  as  much  business  directly  with 
banks  as  in  some  other  psrts  of  the  country;  but 
the  returns  of  that  source  of  revenue  show  that 
it  is  in  the  first  place  paid  in  the  great  mercantile 
places,  probably  by  merchants;  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  but  it  is  added  to  the  price  of  the  goods 
those  merchants  sell.  Do  we  not  pay  our  part  of 
the  duty  on  sales  at  auction?  We  do;  for  this 
also  is  paid  in  the  first  place  by  merchants,  who 
add  what  they  pay  to  the  price  of  their  merchan- 
dise. Do  we  not  pay  our  proportion  of  the  salt 
tax  ?  We  do ;  and  it  needs  no  argument  to  show 
that  we  pay  our  proportion  of  the  land  tax.  We 
pay  our  proportion  of  every  other  internal  tax 
imposed,  and  have  superadded  to  it  the  license  to 
distillers. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  there  is  another  point  of 
view  in  which  the  tax  under  consideration  is  very 
popular.  It  is  said  that  the  excessive  use  of  ar- 
dent spirits  is  immoral.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  it  is 
a  vice,  a  deep-rooted  vice;  but  it  finds  soil  in  the 
passions  and  propensities  of  man.  I  would  gladly 
suppress  it.  But  will  you  suppress  it  by  im- 
posing upon  it  a  tax?  No,  sir.  He  who  in- 
dulges in  it  knows  that  it  leads  directly  to  dis- 
ease, poverty^  and  disgrace.  If  these  are  not  suf- 
ficient restraints  upon  his  appetite,  vain  will  be 
the  attempt  to  restrain  him  by  increasing  the 
price  of  the  article.  His  incliDations  will  be  in- 
dulged, and  if  he  cannot  find  their  gratification 
in  tbe  home  production,  he  will  seek  the  foreign. 
If,  sir,  it  is  intended  seriously  to  suppress  the  vice, 
we  set  about  it  in  the  wrong  way.  It  can  be  done 
only  by  prohibiting,  under  some  penalties,  the 


manufacture  or  importation  of  liquors.  It,  then, 
becomes  every  nation  to  develope  its  own  re- 
sources, and  by  judicious  laws  to  bring  into  ac- 
tion every  pursuit  which  will  add  to  its  wealth. 
While  man  will  indulge  his  appetite  for  spiritu- 
ous liquors,  it  becomes  our  Govern  men  t  to  en- 
courage its  manufacture  at  home,  as  one  of  the 
sources  of  national  wealth.  From  the  experi- 
ence we  have  already  had,  we  can  form  our  con- 
clusions to  what  extent  it  may  be  made  to  supply 
the  place  of  importations.  It  is  not  only  used  in 
the  simple  form  of  whiskey,  but  after  eoing 
through  the  process  of  rectification,  by  which  the 
essential  oil  and  offensive  taste  is  extracted,  it  is 
made  into  j^in,  and  mixed  with  rum  and  brandy. 
It  may  be  in  some  cases  practised  as  fraud,  but 
the  habit  of  mixing  is  so  universal,  and  well  un- 
derstood, that  the  merchant  will  sell  you,  as. 
brnndy  and  rum,  the  mixed  liquors  at  a  reduced 
price.  It  forms  a  liquor  less  prejudicial  than  the 
mixture  of  poisonous  drugs  we  receive  from 
abroad,  and,  when  skilfolljr  done,  would  require 
a  nice  palate  to  distinguish  it  from  unmixed 
liquors.  Should,  then,  this  manufacture  be  prop- 
erly encouraged.  It  would,  ere  long,  almost  wholly 
supersede  the  necessitv  of  importing  those  liquors, 
and  thus  stop  to  enricn  our  own  sou,  that  flood  of 
wealth  which  issues  from  it,  for  the  purpose  of 
those  articles.  It  remains  to  be  considered  how 
the  amendment  proposed  will  affect  the  rev- 
enue. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  propose  to 
raise,  by  this  duty,  $2,400^000.  If  we  look  at  the 
proceeds  of  this  tax  it  will  be  seen,  that  during 
the  year  1814,  the  licenses  to  distillers  produced 
about  fll.688,000.  If  the  amendment  prevails, 
and  the  returns  of  1814  be  considered  a  correct 
data  to  judge  of  its  produce,  it  will  yield  to  the 
revenue  between  $2,500,000  and  98.600,000,  be- 
ing a  sum  more  than  is  required.  He  believed, 
however,  that  it  would  produce  more.  If  the 
heavy  war  excise  is  taken  off,  many  persons  will 
engage  in  the  business,  and  the  want  of  a  foreign 
market  for  produce  will  compel  the  farmers  to 
have  their  grain  manufactured.  Hence,  as  the 
manufacture  increases,  the  re? enue  will  also  in- 
crease. But,  should  the  estimate  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  present  capacity  duty  be  correct,  that  is  to 
say  91.J&00,000,  then  the  adclition  of  fifty  per  eent^ 
as  proposed  by  the  amendment,  would  produce 
91,800,000,  leaving  a  deficit  of  9600.000.  Ha 
said  he  believed  that  deficit  would  be  abundantly 
supplied  from  other  sources  of  revenue.  The 
public  lands  were  estimated  to  produce  one  mil- 
lion, but  it  will  be  seen  that  the  revenue  received 
from  that  source  during  the  year  1815,  amounted 
to  nearly  two  and  a  half  millions;  and  he  had 
no  doubt,  from  the  excellence  of  the  lands  the 
Government  had  for  sale,and  the  immense  emigra- 
tion to  the  Western  countries,  that  those  lands 
would  be  much  more  productive  to  the  revenue 
than  they  have  ever  been.  But  even  should  this 
fail,  we  have,  after  making  all  the  appropriations 
contemplated,  a  surplus  revenue  of  more  than 
two  millions,  from  which  the  deficit  may  be  sup- 
plied.   And  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to  do 
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80,  should  we  be  compelled  to  it,  than  to  suppress 
a  very  important  manufacture  of  the  countrF. 

Messrs.  RosaaTsoN,  Lowndes,  Smith,  of  Ma- 
ryland, and. Taylor,  of  New  York,  opposed  the 
motion*  It  was  negatived  by  a  very  small  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  resolve,  so  as  to  equalize  the  rate  of  a  li- 
cense to  distil  per  week^  month,,  ^.j  to  the  rate 
of  the  license  per  year ;  which  motion  was  agreed 
to  bjr  a  majority  of  twenty  or  thirty  votes. 

llie  main  resolution,  to  repeal  the  duty  on  the 
quantity  of  spiriu  distilled,  and  to  increase  the 
duty  on  the  capacity  of  the  still  100  per  cent., 
was  then  agreed  to. 

The  next  resolution  was  then  taken  up^  as.  fol- 
lows, viz : 

JUtohedi  That  it  inexpedient  to  repeal  the  actieo^ 
tilled  *«  An  act  to  provide  additional  reveaoes  for  de- 
liaying  the  expenses  of  Govemmeatt  and  maintaining 
the  pabiic  creoit,  by  lining  dnties  on  honaehold  fomi- 
taie,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches/'  passed  on  the 
18tb  of  January,  1816. 

Mr.  Jaokbon,  of  ¥ir|piiria^  Mr.  SoofBARo,  and 
Mr.  Rom,  op^poeed  the  agreement  t»  thia  resoHrt- 
tiouj  on  the  pound  of  the  cj^uitj  of  the  ta»,  and 
tlie  praetioairiUty  of  amendnip  it  so  as  to  infeat 
tiK  eraaion  of  it,  and  to  nndm  it  more  pro* 
cracctve. 

Mr.  LowNfiBB  diefeodeil  the  resoive,  on  tho 
ground  of  the  unproductiveness  of  the  taic,  haviBg* 
been  calculated  to  prodoa  9l,d08;0Q0^,  and^  pvo* 
doting  IB  &et,  only  970,Ak>;  though  wiHing^  to 
liaftan  and  aceede  to  aor  definite  proposiiion  for 
rendetkftfl^  it  effiemt  and  productrr«. 

Mr.  FoRBTT*  moved  to  amend:  the  resolve,  by 
adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  Words^  '*  except  so 
far  ae  r^atet  to  the  duty  on  gold  and  silver  wateh- 
ea."    Thia  viocion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Jackbon,  of  Virginia)  then  moved  to  amend 
the  resolve,  so  aa  to  embrace  the  costinoBiioe  of 
the  dutjr  on  faoasehotd  funmitnre,  dee.,  ^  and  also 
to  provide  agaiasl  the  evasion  of  said  kw."  Thai 
motffon  was  negatived*'*-68  to  68. 

The  resolve  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meana  was  then  agreed  to  by  the  CommitDee— 
ayes  68. 

The  remaining  resolution  was  then  taken  up, 
as  follows : 

Metohedf  That  it  is  expedient  so  to  amend  ths  ratts 
of  duties  upon  imported  articles,  after  the  80th  of  June 
next,  as  that  tibey  shall  be  estimated  to  produce  an 
amount  equal  to  that  which  would  be  produced  by  an 
average  additbn  of  43  per  cent  to  the  permanent  rates 
of  duties. 

Agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  CommiUee  then  rose,  and  reported  their 
proceedings  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the 
proposition  respecting  the  direct  tax.  (adopted  by 
the  House  the  other  day,)  which  bill  was  twice 
lead,  and  committed. 

And  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 


Frioat,  Febrnaf  y  9. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  providing  for  the 
settlement  of  certain  aoconnts  ^^inst  the  Libra* 
ry  of  Congress^  and  for  establishing  the  saiary 
of  the  Lilmif  ian,''  was  read  twice,  and  commit* 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  biU  from  the  Senate  "  eoocerning^  certain 
courts  of  the  United  Suites  in  the  State  of  New 
York,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  for  th«  re* 
lief  of  the  Canadian  refugees  who  joined  the 
American  army  during  the  lata  wmr  with  Grei^ 
Britain,  be  discharged  from  a  further  considetaN 
tion  thereof^  and  ■  thai  it  be  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  mdi»* 
inffprovjaion  for  an  additional  miliiaary  aeadeaay^ 

Mr.  BuBWBLL,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  Dr.  James  Smith,  reported  a 
bill  sopplementary  to  '^Ab  net  to  encootage  vao* 
ciaation  ;^'  whieli  was  read  twioe,  and  ceomttiad. 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  KaTOj  of  Maasaehnsetti^  roee  to  makesome 
observationa  in  reply  to  some  reanrks  from  Mr. 
Wans,  which  he  had  seen  in  t^  AMmol 
MteOigencetf  but  which,  net  haviBg  distiaetiy 
heard,  he  haid  permitted  to  pass  withoat  vcolyi^ 
which  he  should  aot  have  oone  had  he hbobb- 
stood  them.  Mr.  K.  was  proceeding  to  speak  om 
thia  subject  wken  the  Speaker  reminded  him 
thai  no  debaiie  eeuld  be  perautted  unless  on  aeme 
qaestion  before  the  Hoose^  in  the  justice  of 
which  Mr.  K.  aequieeetagr,  waived  hie  i-emasha 
until  a  fit  oeeasion  should  offer  for  them. 

Mr.  WABB^of  Massachusetts^  offered  for  con* 
sideratiofr  the  foUowiag  resolutions : 

Ruohidt  That  ail  duties,  importo^  and  exdssa^  hUt 
by  CongNSS,sa^  not  only  to  be  laid  unilbrail^ 
thmnghout  the  tliiited  8tBte%  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
vHion  in  the  GonstitotioB,  but  ought  to  be  oslleoled 
in  all  paits  of  lbs  Unitsd  Staica  in  the  same  eaneney, 
or  in  cmwciea  equivalent  in  valoe. 

jRsMlsed,  That  the  8ecrstaiy  of  tlie  Treasnrjr  he 
iastracted  to  reerive,  alone,  in  payment  of  datiaa,  ink* 
posta,  and  excisss»  and  debts  due  to  ths  United  8talss» 
gold,  ^ver,  and  copper  coin,  Treasury  notes,  and  ths 
notes  of  such  banaa  as  pay  specie  ror  their  billa,  ex* 
cepting  in  cases  in  which  it  is  othersise  provided  by 
law. 

Mr.  Wabo  briefly  assigned  his  reasons  foe  of* 
feting  these  propositions,  which  will  be  found 
concisely  and  clearly  stated  in  the  first  of  the 
above  rMolutions. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  speak ;  bat| 
OB  motion  of  Mr.  TucKfiB,  the  resolutions  were 
]aid  on  the  table  for  the  piesent. 

INQUmr  REWECTINO  OFFICE,  dec. 

Mr.  Rakdolpb  rose  to  make  the  motion  ot 
which  he  gave  notice  the  day  before  yesterday,  to 
inquire  into  the  constitutionality  of  the  late  ap- 
pointment of  General  P.  B.  Porter,  not  having 
?:ot  to  the  House  in  time  to  make  it  jeaietdMLj^ 
t  was  not  his  purpose,  he  said,  to'amplifv  on  thia 
occasion  at  aU.    The  House  would  recollect  that 
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ml  the  time  he  hadi  sQbiiiitted  ootiee  of  this  mo- 
tioB  he  had  distinctlf  stated  that  it  was  not  for 
him  to  pronounee  whether  the  offiee  ia  question 
had  or  had  not  been  created  during  the  time  for 
whieh  the  late  honorable  member  of  this  House 
from  New  York  had  been  elected  to  serve.  Some 
▼ery  obliging  friend  had  been  kind  enough  to 
hint  to  him  that  perhaps  he  had  not  pondered  on 
the  subject  so  well  as  he  ought  to  have  done  be- 
fore he  introduced  it  to  the  House;  that  this 
office,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
being  created  by  the  Treaty,  was  called  into  ex- 
istence, although  it  remained  vacant  until  lately, 
at  the  moment  when  the  eztthaage  of  theratifica* 
tiotts  of  that  treaty  took  pUuoe.  This  might  or 
might  not  be,  Mr.  R»  said ;  for,  wbat  was  this 
afgument  but  to  assume  (he  would  not  say  to 

S)  the  very  question  concerging  the  treaty- 
ting  power  which  this  House  had  already 
once  decided  in  the  negative,  viz.,  that  a  treaty, 
without  the  intervention,  instrumentality,  with- 
out  the  aid  of  this  House,  is  ip90  facto  the  law  of 
the  land.  Mr.  BU  said  he  should  be  extremely 
aphamed  ever  to  ventUDc  so  crude  a  motion  in  this 
House  as  this  would  have  been,  if  he  had  not 
taken  into  consideration,  and  deep  and  mature 
consideration,  too,  the  point  which,  some  were 
obliging  enough  to  suppose  he  had  overlooked, 
and  civil  enough  to  put  him  right  in  respect  to 
iu  If  he  understood  the  doctrines  which  he  had 
heard,  he  did  not  say  uttered,  on  this  floor,  in 
respect  to  the  treaty-making  power,  this  case  of 
the  honorable  member  from  New  York,  who  had 
recently  vaoated  his  seat  in  this.  House,  came 
fully,  within  the  purview  of  the  article  in  the 
Conatitution  of  the  United  States;  and  he  would 
go  further,  a»  special  oleadiog  was  the  order  of 
the  day,  and  say  that  it  it  did  not  come  within  its 
purview  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  neverthe- 
less would  in  another.  It  did  net  roUow,  it  was 
not  liyio,  he  said— it  might  be  logic  in  Westmiur 
stec  £bll,  but^  it  was  not  in  ParjLiament-^that  be- 
cause the  appointment  in  question  did  not  come 
within  the  purview  of  thb.  section  for  particular 
reasons,  it  might  not  for  seme  other  very  substan- 
tial reason,  which  was  not  disclosed,  but  about 
which  he  had  no  oonoealment,  as  he  had  not, 
never  had,  and  never  would  have,  about  public 
men  or  measures.  After  reaiding  the  following 
clause  from  the  sixth  section  of  the  first  article  of 
the  Constitution,  viz :  '*  No  Senator  or  Repre- 
'  sentative  shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he 
'  was  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  un- 
^  der  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  which 
'  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments 
'  whereof  sball  have  been  increased  during  such 
'  time"— -Mr*  R.  moved 

*<  Thai,  a  committse  be  Appointed  to  ineoirs  whether 
the  acosptancs»  by  the  Hon.  Peter  B.  Porter*  late  a 
member  of  this  House  fiom  the  State  of  New  York, 
of  a  civil  office  under  the  snthsiity  of  the  Unitod 
8(etes!,^oes  ooatevene  the  previsiens  of  the  sixth 
sestiiSn  <^  the  first  sxtide  ef  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  FowMWTB  sttigeeted  that  the  terms  of  this 
motion  did  not  emSrace  the  qtiestten  whioh  he 


understood  the  gentleman  to  desire  to  place  be- 
fore the  House^the  acceptance  of  a  civil  office 
not  being  an  offence  against  any  provision  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  He  shouMl 
be  pleased, to  see  it  modified  so  as  to  place  the 
question  distinctly  bef&re  tbe  House. 

Mr.  RaND0i«pa  said  he  had  no  objection  to  any 
modification  which  would  attain  his  object.  He 
bottomed  himself,  in  proposing  this  inquiry,  on 
facts  which  are  on  record,  and  which  the  House 
was  presumed  to  know.  Had  not  the  gentleman 
vacated  his  seat  in  this  House  1  Was  he  amena- 
ble to  the  order  of  the  Speaker  as  a  member  of 
this  House  ?  How  did  his  seat  become  vacated  T 
By  his  acceptance  of  a  civil  office  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  Statei^  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  had  said  was  no  offence 
against  the  Constitution?  No,  said  Mr*  R»i  it  is 
neither  an  offeace  aoaiost  the  Constitution,  nor 
coiilm.2KMioeiiioref,  tnat  I  know;  but  there  is  n 
modification  of  the  proposition  which  may  makn 
it  contmry  to  the  Constitution — tbe  Committee 
are  to  try  that,  question.  Is  there  not  an  issue 
made  up  ?  The  honorable  gentleman  has  accept- 
ed an  tufice;  it  is  our  duty  to  inquire  whether 
tbe  acceptance  of.it  be  Constitntional  or  not| 
because,  if  unconstitutional,  then  it  is  the  dutv 
of  this  House  to  see  that  the  breach  is  repaired^ 
that  the  wrong  is  redressed.  Mr.  R.  said  he  waa. 
not  acquainted  with  the  styles  and  titles  of  the 
gentleman  in  question ;  he  had  had  a  great  many ; 
with  the  old  one.he  was  acquainted,  with  thenevr 
one  he  was  not.  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  no  more 
doubt  that  this  appointment  was  a  braMh  of  the 
Conatitution  than  the  acceptanciB  of  another  office 
by  a  late  member  of  this  House,  tbe  office  having 
been  created  and  the  salary  fixed  a  few  da,ya  k!r 
fore  his  term  of  service  expired,  was  an  evasiooi. 
and  sQandaleus  evasioo,  or  the  ptovifioaof  the 
Constitution  which  he  had  j.ust  quoted^ 

Mr.  FonsTTB  having  suggested  a  modUcatipn, 
of  the  motion,  declaring  at  the  same  time  that  ho 
should  not  vote  for  tbe  inquiry,  Mr.  Raj«ooupi& 
acc^H^d  it,  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

**  Memhed,  That  a  oomaiittee  be  appointed  to  in* 
quire  whether  the  seeeptance,  1^  the  Hon.  Peter  B« 
Porter,  of  the  offiee  oC  Coaunissioner  imder  the  Iste 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  is  in  contravention  of  the  sixth  sec- 
tion of  the  first  article  in  tbe  Constitution  of  the  United 
Sutes.'* 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Wriobt,  tbe  words  ''ap- 
pointment and''  were  inserted  before  the  word 
"acceptance." 

The  question  having  been  stated  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolve- 
Mr.  Fonaym  rose  and  said,  it  waa  with  mutki 
reluctance  he  opposed  any  motion,  the  objei^t  <tf 
whioh  was  inquiry  into  alleged  abuses  undej; 
Qovernment.  But  the  appointment  of  a  commit-, 
tee  on  this  occasion,  appeared  to  him  so  totally 
unnecessary,  that  he  was  compelled  to  oppose  it« 
If  he  had  understood  thegentleman  f^m  Virginiai 
his  idea  was,  that  the  office  had  been  created  dqp* 
ing  the  time  for  whioh  the  gentleman  in  question 
had  been  elected  to  serve  in  this  House.'  Bat 
the  person  named  in  the  resolve  had  been  electe4 
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to  serve  from  the  4fh  of  March,  1815,  Co  the  4th 
of  March,  1817.  The  office  which  he  had  ac- 
cepted, had  existence  prior  to  the  4th  of  March, 
1815;  or  it  is  not  yet  credited.  Either  it  has  no 
existence,  or  it  existed  from  the  day  on  which 
the  ratifications  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  were  ex- 
changed— the  18ih  February,  1815.  if  the  office 
was  created  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  the  accept- 
ance of  it  was  certainl  jr  no  violation  of  the  letter 
or  spirit  of  the  Constitotion.  If  it  was  neces- 
sary this  House  should  act  on  the  treaty  before 
the  office  has  bein^,  then  Peter  B.  Porter  has  ac- 
cepted no  office ;  the  office  he  is  said  to  have  ac- 
cepted having  no  existence.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  seems  to  suppose,  said  Mr.  F.,  that  the 
doctrines  maintained  by  this  House  as  to  the 
treaty^making  power,  are  adverse  to  the  idea  of 
the  office  having  been  created  by  the  treaty.  Not 
ao,  said  Mr.  F.,  those  doctrines  are  perfectly  con- 
sistent with  the  idea  that  this  office  was  created 
by  the  convention.  It  is  not  pretended  that  Com- 
missioners for  any  purpose  or  foreign  intercourse, 
as  regulated  by  treaty,  may  not  be  created  by 
the  President  and  Senate;  on  the  contrary,  ac- 
cording to  my  understanding,  the  office  is  corectly 
created  by  the  President  and  Senate,  and  entirely 
within  their  power.  The  agreement  between 
the  two  Governments  that  certain  questions  should 
be  settled  bv  Commissioners,  required  not  the 
aanction  of  this  House,  further  than  it  would  be- 
come necessary  for  the  House  to  make  an  appro- 
priation to  pay  them  for  their  services.  If  their 
services  were  to  be  compensated  by  any  act  of 
this  House  which  Peter  B.  Porter  had  assisted  in 
passing,  there  would  be  some  evidence  of  a  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution ;  that  no  such  fact  existed, 
nor  any  other  that  was  sufficient  to  authorize  this 
House  to  inquire  into  the  subject. 

Mr.  Ram DOLPH  said,  the  honorable  gentleman's 
dilemma,  which  he  had  so  triumphantly  presented 
to  the  House,  carried  on  its  horns  no  terrors  for 
him.  The  honorable  gentleman  ouffht  to  be 
obliged  to  him,  he  said,  for  having,  by  timely 
notice  of  this  motion,  given  him  an  opportunity 
to  sharpen  the  horns  of  his  dilemma.  They  re- 
minded him,  he  said,  of  a  circumstance  attending 
thi^  exhibition  of  the  bull-fights  of  the  Portuguese, 
in  their  ancient  and  better  daye^^the  horns  of  the 
animal  turned  out  were  covered  with  leather; 
they  threatened,  but  wounded  not;  and  that  is 
the  case,  said  he,  with  the  horns  with  which  the 

fentlemaa  makes  full  butt  at  me.  The  gentleman 
ad  said,  that  the  office  to  which  the  late  mem- 
ber from  New  York  was  appointed,  has  been  in 
existence  from  the  18th  day  of  February  last ;  or, 
because  the  House  has  not  definitively  acted  on 
the  treatv,  the  office  itself  is  yet  in  embryo,  ready 
to  be  called,  but  not  yet  springing  into  existence. 
Would  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia 
tell  this  House,  and  would  he  tell  this  nation  that 
to  appoint  to  an  office  not  in  existence^  and  to 
accept  an  office  which  has  no  existence,  is  no  of- 
fence ?  On  the  contrary,  Mr.  R.  said,  itthe  office 
was  not  in  existence,  then  the  indecent  hurry  to 
reward  a  political  partisan  with  some  of  the 
fruits  of  the  war,  which  was  concocted  under  his  I 


auspices,  called  forth  the  decisive  interference 
and  correction  of  this  House.  So  much  for  that 
horn  of  the  dilemma — that  horn,  said  he,  I  think 
is  sawed  ofi^the  other  will  not  remain  on  much 
longer.  But  this  office  was  created  by  the  treaty. 
Dots  it  therefore  follow,  that  it  does  not  come 
within  the  purview  of  the  part  of  the  provision  of 
the  Constitution  which  i  have  read?  There 
was  not  an  instant  of  time  from  the  creation  of 
the  office,  be  it  created  when  it  will,  that  the  ac- 
ceptor of  the  office  was  not  a  member  of  this 
House.  Mr.  R.  here  spoke  of  the  precise  time 
when  the  term  of  service  of  a  new  Congress  com- 
mences— mathematically,  at  midnight  of  the  3d 
of  March ;  politically,  at  that  moment  the  index 
of  the  clock  of  the  House,  set  backwards  or  for- 
wards^ to  suit  circumstances)  pointed  to  twelve 
o'clock,  dbc.  Was  there  a  moment,  be  asked, 
from  the  creation  of  the  office,  supposing  it  to 
have  been  created  under  the  treaty,  in  which  that 
gentleman  was  not  a  member  of  this  House  ?  He 
would  go  farther — was  not  the  acceptor  of  the 
office  a  member  of  the  House  pending  the  discus- 
sion of  the  question,  whether  the  treaty  should  or 
should  not  be  carried  into  effect  by  a  vote  of  this 
House  ?  [Mr.  R.  was  here  informed,  that  he  was 
not.]  I  am  mistaken,  it  appears,  said  he ;  I  re- 
tract this  inference — I  do  not  say  recant  it ;  for  I 
detest  all  sorts  of  canting,  and  particularly  re-  • 
canting.  If  the  office  had  been  created  by  th« 
Treaty  of  Peace.  Mr.  R.  said  it  did  not  follow 
that  the  honorable  member  was  (if  he  might  coin 
a  word)  appointable  to  that  office?  If  the  Con- 
stitution forbade  the  appointment  of  a  member  to 
an  office,  the  salary  of  which  was  increased  dur- 
ing the  term  for  which  be  was  elected,  afortwri 
the  creation  of  the  salary  constitutes  the  same 
impediment.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had 
told  the  House  he  deemed  this  inquiry  wholly 
unnecessary.  Mr.  R.  said,  if  he  had  understood 
the  honorable  ffeotieman's  arguments  during  the 
discussion  of  tne  question  lately  decided  by  this 
House,  respecting  the  treaty,  he  should  have  been 
led  to  believe,  that  of  all  the  members  of  this  body, 
he  was  that  member  to  whom  the  necessity  of 
such  an  inquiry  would  be  obvious,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  it  most  readily  acknowledged.  Mr.  R, 
said,  he  was  not  without  expectations,  knowing 
the  honorable  gentleman's  lead  in  this  Houscl 
that  he  would  be  a  member  of  the  committee,  it 
raised,  and  would  have  an  opportunity  of  show- 
ing much  more  satisfactorily  than  he  had  done 
this  morning,  of  establishing,  by  facts  and  deduc- 
tions too,  that  the  appointment  of  Peter  B.  Porter 
was  not  a  contravention  of  the  Constitution.  The 
inquiry  would  do  very  little  harm,  in  any  view. 
Mr.  R.  said  that,  for  one,  he  was  certainly  not 
much  pestered  with  committee  business,  and  if 
the  inquiry  should  devolve  on  him,  he  should  en- 
deavor to  execute  it  to  the  best  of  his  capacity*- 
he  certainly  would  present  a  report  that  would 
embrace  all  the  facts ;  and  he  would  endeavor  to 
state  even  the  law  of  the  case  as  well  as  he  could, 
in  his  hobbling  way — not  being  even  journeyman 
in  the  profession.  If  this  inquiry  was  denied, 
Mr.  R.  said,  he  could  easily  come  at  his  object  in 
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BDotber  wEf ;  he  had  only  to  lay  a  resolotion  on 
the  table,  that  ftuch  an  appointnuent  was  contrary 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Gonsiitation.  Bat,  if  facts 
were  wanted,  a  comaiittee  oug[ht  to  be  appointed 
to  gfet  them.  We  ought  to  reason  from  facts, 
and  not  to  them.  As  to  the  legal  question,  Mr. 
R.  said,  he  should  not  set  much  Talue  on  this 
particular  clause  of  the  Constitution,  if  it  were 
sot  that  it  was  a  part  of  it,  and  his  vote  could  not 
put  it  in  or  expunge  it.  He  was  no  Constitution- 
monger  or  fancier — he  took  the  Constitution,  iia 
scripta  ett,  as  he  found  it.  This  clause  was  not, 
he  repeated,  of  any  Yalue,  as  to  its  effect;  it  was 
about  as  good  a  fence  around  this  House  against 
the  temptation  of  office,  as  the  accountability  at 
the  Treasury  was  fence  around  it  against  the  pub- 
lic robber.  If  yon  want  mischievous  stock  on 
£our  farm  or  plantation,  he  said,  3rou  must  keep 
ad  fences ;  if  you  would  have  roguish  hogs,  cows, 
and  horses,  keep  bad  fences — those  who  would 
not  otherwise  have  ventured  to  jump  over  a  straw, 
will  in  that  way  soon  learn  to  jump,  as  we  say  in 
the  Southern  country,  over  tea  rails  and  a  rider. 
As  a  fence  round  the  purity  of  this  House  he  said, 
this  part  of  the  Constitution  was  of  little  or  no 
value— -he  con!«idered  it  of  none,  and  rather  worse 
than  nonf.  The  warning^  of  Patrick  Henry  and 
Gkorge  Mason  on  this  article  of  the  Constitution 
were  yet  ringing  in  his  ears.  This  clause,  he 
said,  was  a  stalking-horse,  put  into  the  Constitu- 
tion, as  if  there  was  some  guard  set  against  the 
appointment  of  a  member  of  the  House  by  the 
EiXecutive  to  office — some  guard  against  the  es- 
tablishment of  Executive  influence  over  this  body. 
There  is  none,  said  he.  It  is*as  good  a  defence 
as  a  fishing  seine  would  be  against  a  constant 
shower  of  rain.  You  maydartstrawsthrouuhit; 
and  the  honorable  members  from  New  Tork  and 
Gkorgia  have  amused  themselves  with  darting 
straws  through  it.  It  was  so  easy  a  thing,  he 
said,  to  put  new  men  in  old  offices,  and  old  men 
in  new,  that  the  only  thing  that  astonibhed  him 
in  this  business  was,  the  indecency  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  such  a  man  to  such  an  office,  in  contra- 
vention of  the  Constitution—- such  a  man ,  he  said, 
for  he  had  the  honor  of  serving  on  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations  with  him  during  thesession 
which  ended  in  the  declaration  of  war — the  gen- 
tleman had  been  at  that  time  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relatlona— bnt  he  bad 
vacated  that  office.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  nothing 
to  do  with  that  honorable  gentleman,  except  in 
his  public  character  as  a  member  of  this  body — 
and,  knowing  the  agency  which  he  had  had,  at 
least  at  the  eleventh  hour — he  returned  to  the 
war  feast  at  the  eleventh  hour — knowing  the 
agency  he  had  had  in  bringing  about  the  war,  he 
was  only  astonished,  when  he  considered  how 
easy  it  was  to  get  in,  over,  and  around  this  provi* 
sion  of  the  Constitution,  at  the  indelicacy  with 
which  it  has  been  violated  in  this  instance. 

Mr.  FoRSYTB  said,  he  reeretted  that  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  should  have  supposed  he 
had  come  to  the  House  with  his  horns  sharpened 
to  wound  him.  I  had  no  such  intention,  said  Mr. 
F.;  whUst  I  continue  a  member  of  this  House 


with  that  honorable  gentleman,  all  that  I  expect 
is  to  escape  his  horns.  Mr.  F.  said,  that  he  had  no 
intention  to  say,  that  an  appointment  to  an  office 
not  created,  was  no  violation  of  tbeCoostilution; 
but  it  was  no  violation  of  the  particular  section 
of  the  Constitotion  which  the  gentleman  had 
quoted.  The  inquiry  was  limited  in  its  object, 
and  if  I  show  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House, 
said  Mr.  F.,  that  there  was  no  violation  of  the 
particular  article  of  tbe  Constitution,  whether  the 
office  was  or  was  not  created,  my  object  if  an- 
swered. The  honorable  gentleman  bad  said 
enough  to  show  that  he  was  mistaken  in  the  facta 
which  had  induced  him  to  submit  this  motion. 
The  gentleman  seemed  to  suppose  that  the  late 
member  from  New  York  bad  been  a  member  of 
Congress  at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace ;  but  he  was  not  at  any  lime  a 
member  of  the  last  Congress,  having  become  a 
member  on  the  4th  day  of  March  last,  a  day  pos- 
terior to  the  creation  of  the  office,  if  the  omce 
were  at  all  created.       • 

With  respect  to  the  observation  respecting  tbe 
selection  of  such  a  man,  Mr.  F.  observed  he  would 
say  nothing;  the  appointment  was  before  the 
people,  for  them  to  approve  or  condemn,  and  he 
trusted  their  decision  would  not  be  influenced,  or 
at  all  affected  by  the  observations  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia.  Of  General  Porter,  Mr.  F. 
said,  he  knew  nothing,  but  as  he  knew  him  here; 
be  would,  he  doubted  not,  as  well  discharge  the 
duties  of  his  office  as  any  gentleman  who  could 
have  been  appointed. 

[Mr.  Randolph  here  explained.  He  had  said 
nothing  of  the  moral  character  of  Mr.  Porter.  He 
had  spoke  of  him  as  one  of  the  agents  in  produc- 
ing the  war,  and  as  being  now  rewarded  bjr  the 
fruits  of  the  peace.  He  spoke  of  him  and  his  ap- 
pointment in  that  light  only.] 

Mr.  F.  said  he  knew  not,  as  he  had  not  been 
a  member  of  the  Twelfth  Congress,  how  far  he 
had  an  agency  in  producing  that  war.  Such  an 
ag^ency  would,  in  the  eyes  of  the  gentleman,  be  a 
crime — in  his  eves,  Mr.  F.  said,  it  was  no  crime ; 
and  he  believed  by  tbe  people  generally  it  was 
not  regarded  as  a  criminal  act.  Mr.  F.  said  he 
did  not  precisely  understand  the  force  of  the  gen- 
tleman^4  allusion  \o  his  having  darted  straws 
through  tbe  Constitution;  so  far  as  he  understood 
the  provisicras  of  this  Constitution,  he  had  scru- 
pulously obeyed  its  injunctions.  He  should  do 
so  with  the  same  spirit  of  sincerity  as  the  gentle* 
man  from  Virginia,  or  any  other  ffentleman.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  might  have  intended  to 
intimate  that  the  doctrines  of  Mr.  F.  were  con- 
tradictory or  inconsistent  in  regard  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution;  but  to  himself,  Mr. 
F.  said,  it  was  sufficiently  clear  there  was  no  con- 
tradiction between  them ;  and  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  must  forgive  me,  said  he,  for  preferring 
my  own  judgment  in  this  respect  to  his. 

Mr.  Wbight  was  desirous  to  aee  a  spirit  of 
scrutiny  prevail,  but  he  did  not  wish  to  see  it  uih 
necessarily  exerted.    The  provision  of  tbe  Con*-  • 
stittttion  which  had  been  quoted,  he  said,  was  in-  - 
tended  to  guard  agaioat  the  oreaiioa  of  office,  and 
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tbe  increase  of  emolumeDC,  by  raemberB  of  Coo* 
gress,  for  the  benefit  of  tbemseUes.  This  appoint- 
ment, however,  cannot  come  within  the  purview 
of  tbi8*^proyision  of  the  Constitution.  Pid  the 
treaty  create  the  offiee ;  and,  if  it  did,  was  that 
the  kind  of  office  which  the  Constitution  had  con- 
templated? He  contended  not  The  terms  of 
the  treaty  did  not  cteate  the  right,  he  argued, 
but  imposed  the  obligation  to  appoint  those  Com- 
missioners«  The  office  to  which  the  late  mem^ 
ber  of  this  House  was  appointed,  he  considered 
not  a  ciyii  but  a  ministerial  offiee,  for  the  exeeu'^ 
tioa  of  international  objects.  The  President  did 
not  derive  from  the  treaty  his  authority  to  ap- 
point these  Commissioners,  but  from  the  Consti- 
tution. The  office  was  made  necessary  by  the 
treaty,  bat  the  obligation  to.  make  the  appoint- 
ment is  imnosed  by  the  Constitution.  The  office 
was  ereatea  by  the  Constitution  |  the  necessity  of 
tbs  appointment  was  created  by  the  treaty,  but 
even  the  treaty  was  ratified  before  the  acceptor 
of  this  office  became  a  fiembet  of  this  House ; 
and  the  emolument  attached  to  it  had  been  neither 
diminished  nor  increased  whilst  ha  was  a  mem- 
ber. Mr.  W.,  therefore,  expressed  his  hope  that 
his  honorable  friend  fxom  Virginia,  for  whom  he 
had  a  great  respect,  particululy  on  account  of 
hia  investigating  spirit,  would  withdtaw-his  mo- 
tion ;  and  that,  if  it  waa  net  withdnwji,  it  would 
not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Ramaojuph  said  he  did  not  set  up  for  the 
model  of  the  gentleman  from  Qeoupa,  or  any  other 
gentleman;  he  was  the  keeper  of  no. oian'a con- 
science, the«r  biter  of  no  man^sopiaioofk  The  con- 
sistency of  the  geatlemao's  opinions  was  his  own 
afiSur;  but  if  they  ace  what  I  consider  inconsist- 
ent, said  Mr.  R.,  It  is  my  a£bir,and  I  must  retain 
m][  opinion,  howeyer  reluctant  to  think  so  of  his 
opinions,  dus.  If  the  gentleman  from  Mairyland 
had  succeeded  in  convincing  him  that  the  ap- 
pointment in  question  was  not  an  office,  Mr.  H. 
said,  he  should  certainly  withdraw  his  proposi- 
tion I  but  he  had  not  succeeded.  The  words  of 
the  Constitution  are-7**  any  eivil  office  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States."  If  the  appoint- 
ment in  question  be  not  an  office,  he  said  he 
should  like  to  know  what  an  oftce  is.  What 
could  the  duty  of  Commissidners  be  resolved 
iilto,  if  it  WM  not  resoluble  into  an  office  1  If  it 
were  not  an  office,  he  aake^  what  was  it?  Ofi^ 
ciumr— it  had  every  character  of  an  office,  filled 
by  the  regular  Constitutional  power,  the  accept- 
ance of  wbich  was  incompatible  with  a  seat  on 
this  floor.  The  acceptor  of  the  offiee  was  him- 
self conscious  he  could  not  retain  his  seat  on  this 
floor;  he  would  have  been  very  glad,  I  have  no 
doubt,  said  Mr.  K.— I  judge  of  other  men  by  no 
unfair  criterion — he  would  have  been  ver^  glad 
to  have  held  his  seat— £or  I  have  seen  nothing  in 
the  history  of  the  gcnileman  which  leads  me  to 
sQp|K>se  he  has  any  very  violent  objection  to  plu- 
niities.  Mr.  R.  thea  proceeded  to.  reply  to  Mr. 
WAiQBT'e  argument,  and  aopenled  to  the  older 
members  of  the  House— to  the  fatheca  in  point  of 
age— and  particularly  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
faom  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  QtamvQ9LdJ  who,  he 


said,  was  the  father  of  the  House,  as  being  the 
oldest  member — be  appealed  to  them  for  the  doc* 
trines  laid  down  in  1793,  and  particularly  by  Mr. 
Qallatin,  then  a  member  from.  Pennsylvania,  in 
respect-  to  the  power  and  discretion  residing  in 
the  Preeident  and  Senate  as  to  the  appointment 
of  Ministers,  dtc.,  and  suted  more  amply  his  ar- 
gument in  favor  of  the  inquiry  in  this  particular 
case. 

Mr.  Grobybnor  briefly  examined  this  case.  He 
did  not.  incline  to  believe  that  the  Constitutional 
objections  to  the  appointment  in  question  could 
be  sustained.  This  appeared  to  be  his  general 
impression  >  but,  as  there  were  great  doubts  on 
the  minds  of  some  gentlemen,  and  he  was  not 
himself  perfectly  satisfied  as  to  the  question^  the 
inquiry  ought  to  be  had.  We  ought  never,  said 
Mr.  6.,  to  permit  the  Bzecutive  to  set  his  foot  in 
this  House  without  inquiry,  nor  even  to  suffer  a 
suspicion  to  exist  of  his  having  done  so. 

Mr.  F0R8TTB  spoke  iu  estiuanation  and  reply 
to  some  incidental  remarks  by  Mr.  Rahoolpb 
when  last  up* 

Mr.  Randolph  explained  in  turn ;  and  answer- 
ed some  of  Mr.  GftoaviNoa'a  observationaL  6tc. 

Mr.  Gao^vanoR  and  Mr.  Wriobt  further  re- 
plied to  Mc.  RaiinoLPB'frobservations  on  the  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution ;  the  first  tavorin^ 
the  other  opposing  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  StARPOiiD  advocated  the  inquiry,  and 
quoted  the  records  to  show  that  the  House  had 
decided  a.  yiolation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Consti- 
tution to  be  a  sufficient  ground  for  them  to  pror* 
test  apinst  the  case  in  which  it  occurred.  It  he 
were,  indeed,  the  father  of  the  House,  according 
to  the  figure  used  by  Mr.  Raboolpb,  he  said  he 
would  advise  its  members  to  avoid  the  crumbs  of 
office  from  the  Executive,  and  to  look  to  the  Peo^ 
pie  only,  to  whom  they  owed  their  appointment^ 
as  the  source  of  honor,  dbc. 

Mr.  Yatr%  besides  showing  by  argument  the 
weakness  of  the  grounds  on  wbich  this  motion 
was  sustained,  vindicated  Qeneral  Porter  from 
any  intimatiotis  or  insinuations  which  had  been 
thrown  out  un&Torable  to  him  in  the  course  of 
debate.  He  adverted  to  his  high  character  and 
conduct,  and  particularly  to  his  disiatesesteduesa 
in  supporting  the  late  war,  if  he  had  contributed 
to  it  as  was  said ;  since,  in  so  doingi  he  had  de- 
voted to  certain  destruction  an  immensely  valua- 
ble property  lyia^  on  the  shores  of  the  Niagara, 
which  had  since  tallen  a  sacrifice,  dbc. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mx.  Ram- 
dolpb'b  motion,  as  modified,  and  agreed  t(^-70 
votes  to  55. 

Mr.  Randolpb,  Mr.  CUiobvemor,  Mr.  FoBr 
BTTB,  Mr.  Jaokbon,  and  Mr.  Yatbb,  were  ap^ 
pointed  the  said  committer 

THE  BEVENUE. 

The  Houae  then  resumed  tbe  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  remaining  proposition  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

The  proposition  respecting  the  duty  on  distil- 
lation (to  repeal  the  duty  on  the  quantity  qf 
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•ipirilff  dJftiMfd^  aii4  to  a<ld«QBe  hiuidrad  per:  oeou 
ta  the'  preseot  tax  od  the  eapteicy  oi  tbe  still) 
fifstoameap* 

Mr..  TBBOor  imnrad  ta  aoiend  the  propoMtion 
bf  striking  oat  one  baodred  and  insemng  fi(iy 
in  liea  thereof,  so  as  to  reduce  ttie  additional 
eapaeity  tax  from  one  hnodi^d  to  fifty  per  ceac. 
OB  the  esisttag  doty. 

Tins  motioQ  was  decided' withottt*  debate:  For 
the  ameodmeat  74y  agaiost  it- 70;  as  follows: 

YxASf— MeHTs.  Adgate»  Alexaader,  Bter,  Baker, 
Baspetl,  Bennett,  Bivdseye,  Blooat,  Bteoheniidge, 
Brooks,  Bnmside,  Bnrwcll^  Caldwell,  Cannont.  Clarke 
of  North  Carolina,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Comstoek, 
Grmwfhrd,  Creighton,  Cnlpeper,  Darlington,  Desha, 
Edwards,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hardin, 
Hawes,  Heister,  Henderson,  Hnngerferd,  Jackson, 
Ishatnn  ef  Bwitaeliy,  Ken  of  Vityinla^.  Lom^Xunp- 
kin»  L.^ei  MMlay,.McGoy,  AMEse,. McLean. ef  tSmt 
tmitf^  M^eaiK  of  Ohie^.MoMe  odSSenlb  Carotinai,. 
OrnMblyv  S\uah  Ftekeos^.  Pineiv  FbeBanta^  PewelU 
Banne>  Soot^  Betii^  6avago»  Sehencii,  Shaipe,  ShaflCeyw 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Sootbard,  Stanford,  Slnart,  Tatil^ 
Thomas,  Throop,  Tncker»  Wallace,  Ward  of  New 
York,  Whiteside,  Williams,  Willonghhy,  Thomss 
Wilson,  William  Wilson,  Woodward,  and  Yancer. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Ardier,  Barbonrv  Batsman,  Bay- 
lies^ Betta,  Brigham,  Brown,  Gadyv  Calhoun,  Chap- 
pell,  Cittey,  Clayton,  Condfcl,  Conneiv  CitthberC,  Da^ 
^renpot^  Forney,  Gaston)  CMd«  Goldsherafugh,  Grosr 
*f«nor,  Sidei  finll;  Hanson^  Heibeit^  Hnger,  Halheit, 
logham,  Jewelfti  Kent^  Bang  of  Massachusetts^  King 
of  Nortii  Carolina,  Langdon,  Iiaw,  LoivM,  Lowndes, 
Lyon,  Mason,  Mayrant,  Mills,  Milnor,  Moseley,  NeK 
sefrof  MaMaehaniaks,.  Neiioa  of  Vir|^  iftwton, 
Noyse,  Piekenng,  Pitkin,  Bandolpb,  Race,  Bohertson, 
Boggles,  Bercsant,  Smith  of  FsDnntyWaoia,  Smith  of 
Maiylmid,Stean»s,Stnrgee,Taggart,TaUmadge,  Tay- 
lor of  New  York,  Tajlor  of  Sontb  CaroUoa,  Telfair, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Massachnsetts^  Wheston,  Wilcox, 
Wilde,  Wright  and  Yates. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROuoB  tbeo  moved  further  to 
amend  tbe  resolve  so  as  to  exempt  from  this  ad- 
dition to  the  capacity-lax  on  stills,  sucb  stills  as 
shall  be  wholly  employed  in  the  distillation  of 
spirits  derived  irom  fruit,  herbs,  and  roots. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Lowmobs 
and  Mr.  Rosa,  (by  the  latter  on  tbe  ground  of 
the  impossibility  of  guarding  the  doty,  thus 
modified,  from  evasion,)  and  was  negatived,  by 
yeas  and  nays — 107  to  ^6 — as  follows : 

YxAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Baer,  Baker,  Bennett, 
Bradhnry,  Bryan,  Borwell,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina, 
Condict,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Forney,  Glasgow,  Gold, 
Qoldsborougb,  Hanson,  Hawes,  Herbert,  Hoger,  Hun- 
geribrd,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentueky,  Kerr  of  Vlr- 
giiiia,  Xing  of  North  Carolina^  Lewis,  Maclay,  McKee, 
Parris,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Roane,  Stanford, 
I'aiior  of  South  Carolina,  WHlianis,  and  Wright 

NaTs — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Barbour,  Baa- 
setl^  Batenan,  Baylies,  Biidieye,  Blount,  Boss,  Breck« 
emidge,  Brigham,  Brooks^  Bhmn,  Bnmside,  Cady, 
Oydwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Clark  of 
KsnlQcky,  Clayton,  ComstiMk,  Crsightoi^  CalpepeF, 
Cathbert.  Darlingtoni  Davmort,  Desha,  FimUey, 
Blnrayth,  Osston,  Goodwyn,  Gnfflb,  Gtessenor,  HsIid, 
Hals^  Hsil^  HaidiB,  Heialsr,  badtosen^  Halbert, 


Ingham^  Irving  of  New  York,  Jewett,  Kent,  King  of 
Massariia  setts,  Langdon,  Law,  Love,  Lovett,  Lowndes, 
Lumpkin,  Lyon,  liiUson,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mills,  Milnor,  Moore  of 
South  Carolina,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Pit- 
kin, Powell,  Rice,  Robertson,  Root,  Ross,  Buggies, 
Sergeant,  lavage,  Schenck,  Shefiey,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Va.,  Sonthard, 
Stearns,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Taul,  Taylor 
of  New  York,  Telfair,  Thomas,  Throop,  Vose,  Wal- 
lace, Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  York, 
Webster,  Wheaton,  Whiteside,  WUcox,  Wilde,  Wil. 
kin,  WiUonghby,  William  Wilson,  Woodward,  Yan- 
cey, and  Yates. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Thomab  for« 
ther  to  amend  the  said  seventh  resotution,  by 
striking  out  all  thereof  after  the  word  '<  expedi- 
ent," and  to  insert  as  follows : 

«  To  repeal  tbe  act  enUtled  'An  act  laying  datiea 
on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spiritnoos  li^om,  passed 
on  the  84th  of  December,  1813;  also  the  act  entitled 
*An  act  laying  a  daty  on  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States^'  passed  on  the  21st  of  December, 
1814,  and  that  in  lien  thereof  that  all  stills,  boilerst 
and  other  instruments  of  machineiy  adapted  to  the 
distillation  of  spirits,  be  assssssd  and  taxed  in  propor- 
tion to  their  assessed  value,  at  a  ratio  corresponding 
with  Uie  tax  paid  in  each  of  the  States  upon  tne  hun- 
dred dollars'  worth  of  lan^s  and  slaves." 

And  tbe  question  thereon  being  takeo,  it  was 
determined,  m  the  negative. 

Mr.  KiMO,  of  Massachusetts,  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  pursuing  the  course  of  remarks  indi* 
cated  at  the  commencement  of  to-d&y's  pio- 
ceeding&.  in-  reply  to  Mr.  Wildb'o  observationa 
on  Mooaayr  lastj.as  reported  in  the  NaUoneU  Jhr 
leUigencer— towhioh  Mr.  Wilds  repliflda<SQiii» 
lenirai. 

Tftis  debate  lastod  some  time;  and,  when  it 
teraiaaaAei^.  t^e  Honae  adjoueaied  intk>m  dete* 
d«ag  the  maln.qijwsnon  os  the  p^positios  of  the 
Financial  CSoBMOtttee. 


SA-raRDAT,  Febraary  10, 

Mr.  Yancet,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Claiiasi 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Todd ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole. 

Mr.  PowGLLj  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
tbe  petition  of  Thomas  H.  Boyle,  made  a  report 
thereon,  wbioh  was  read;  when  Mr.  P.  presented 
a  bilt  for  tbe  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Bbjrie;  which 
was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  die- 
chared  from  a  further  consideration  of  the.  letter 
fVom.  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  infor-^ 
matioB  relative  to  the  execution  of  tbe  act  fixiag 
the  Military  Peace  £sublishment,.and  the  81^4 
letter  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

Mr*  Eastoh  Meseatcd  a  neaolntion  of  the  La^ 
gifilatiua  of  tjb«  Territory  of  Miseoui I,  teuteetii^ 
the  leaeiiiflf  and  working,  ths  lead  mines  belong- 
ing tD  the  United  Stales  m  said  Territory ;  whicfr 
waa  referred  to  tile  Committee  on  the  Pubiie 
Laodsi 
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Od  motfoD  of  Mr.  McKee. 

Resolvedf  That  the  Preaideot  of  the  Uohed 
States  be  requested  to  have  laid  before  this  House 
such  of  the  accouuts  of  James  Thomasj  late  a 
Deputy  Ctuarternaaster  Qeoeral  of  the  Uoited 
States,  as  relate  to  purchases  made,  or  expeoses 
incurred,  under  any  order  of  General.  Smyth,  in 
the  years  1812  and  1813,  together  with  all  the 
evidence  relating  to  such  accounts,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  said  accounts  were  settled, 
and  the  principles  established  in  the  settlement 
thereof* 

Mr.  McKbe  and  Mr.  Herbert  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  present  the  said  resolution  to  the 
President. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  memorial  of 
William  Tatham ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afihirs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  the  Committee  on  the 
Copper  Coin  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  alloy,  or  reducing 
the  weight  of  the  small  silver  coin  of  the  United 
States.  ^ 

THE  REVENUE. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  ond  Means, 
being  the  seventh  resolution  tbere9f,  as  amended 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Whdle,  as  follows : 

Bewhed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  the  act  to 
provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses 
of  Govemment  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by 
laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United 
States  and  the  Territories  thereof,  and  by  amending 
the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillen  of  spirit- 
uous liquors,  passed  on  the  2 let  of  December,  1814, 
excepting  only  the  16th,  18th,  19th,  and  24th  sections 
thereof,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  April  next, 
and  from  the  same  day  to  add  fifty  per  centum  to  the 
amount  of  the  dutj  which  all  stills,  now  subject  to 
duty,  ere  liable  to  pay ;  and  that  the  act  imposing  du- 
ties on  licenses  to  distillers  be  so  amended,  that  licenses 
granted  for  periods  of  time  less  than  a  year,  shall  be 
paid  for  in  proportion  to  the  time  for  which  they  are 
granted. 

On  the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  the  question 
was  decided  in  the  afiirmative.  by  yeas  and  nays, 
without  further  debate.  For  the  resolution  105, 
against  it,  37,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Alexander,  Atherton,  Baker,  Bar^ 
bour,  Bassett,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Betts,  Birdsall,  Bixdt- 
eye,  Blount,  Boss,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Bryan^ 
Burnsido,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Oannoni  Cil- 
ley,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina^  Clendennin,  Comstock, 
Conner,  Culpeper,  Cnthbert,  Darlington,  Desha,  For- 
ney»  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Gold,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hahn, 
Hammond,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Heister,  Henderson,  Hul- 
bert,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tncky,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  Massachusetts,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Lewis,  Love,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin, 
Lyls,  Maclay,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean  of 
IkMiUieky,  Milk,  Moore  of  South  Carolina,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Newton,  Ormsby,  l^arrin^  Pickens,  Pickering, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Roane,  Boot,  Ross,  Bog- 
gles, fieigeant,  Bavage,  Behenck,  Bhelfi^,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Bauth  of  VugiBia» 


Southard,  Stanlbrd,  Steams^  Stnart,  Taal,  Taylor  of 
New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telliur,  Thom- 
as, Throop,  Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  York, 
Wendover,  Wbeaton,  Whiteside,  WUde,  WUkin,  Wil- 
liams, Thomas  Wilson,  William  Wilson,  Woodward, 
Yancey,  and  Yates. 

Nats — ^Mcesrs.  Baer,  Bateman,  Bradbury,  Brown, 
Cady,  Champion,  Clayton,  Condi^  Davenport,  Golds- 
borough,  Grasvenor,  Hale,  Hopkinaon,  Huger,  Irving 
of  New  York,  Jewett,  Kent,  Langdon,  Law,  Lovett, 
Lyon,  Mason,  Milnor,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Maisachn- 
setts,  Noyes,  Pitkin,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rice,  Strong, 
Taggart,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Wilcox,  and  Wright. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  ninth  resolution,  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  as  follows : 

Reaohedf  That  it  Is  expedient  to  repeal  the  act,ei^ 
titled  **  An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  Govemment  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household  fnmi- 
ture  and  gold  and  sUver  watchea,"  passed  on  the  18th 
of  January,  1816. 

Mr.  Jackson  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution,  so  as  to  mate  it  read  as  follows : 

'*  Regohedr  That  it  is  expedient  to  continue  the  act 
laying  duties  on  household  furniture  and  gold  and 
silver  watches ;  and  so  to  amend  the  said  act  as  to 
insure  the  faithful  execution  thereof  and  to  guard 
against  its  violation,  by  specifying  the  aitielea  liable  to 
taxation,  and  the  amount  to  be  levied  on  each  article, 
or  by  requiring  a  valuation  to  be  made  by  the  owner 
on  both.'^ 

Mr.  Jackson  said,  he  would  submit  his  propo- 
sition  with  a  few  remarks,  explanatory  merely  of 
his  views.  He  would  commence  with  answering 
the  objections  urged  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means^-lst,  as  to  the  expense 
of  assessing  and  collecting,  which  it  was  said 
would  be  disproportionate  to  the  product  of  the 
tax.  It  being  decided  that  the  direct  tax  shall  be 
continued,  said  Mr.  J.,  it  necessarily  follows  that 
you  must  keep  up  the  assessors,  as  the  valuaiiuos 
of  land,  d&c.,  must  be  annual ;  otherwise  a  tax 
would  be  collected  for  a  bouse  that  was  consumed 
by  fire,  or  a  slave  who  had  died.  As  to  the  States 
who  would  assume  the  direct  tax,  if  that  feature 
in  the  existing  law  were  preserved,  he  thought 
we  mi|;ht  adopt  provisions  similar  to  those  to  be 
found  in  the  law  imposing  the  carriage  tax.  The 
second  objection  was,  that  the  law  had  been 
evaded,  and  might  be  again  evaded.  This  argu- 
ment applied  to  all  the  indirect  taxes,  and  the 
answer  given  was,  and  it  was  a  complete  answer^ 
that  further  provisions  might  be  adopted  to  rem- 
edy this  evil.  It  waji  true,  the  law  had  been 
shamefully  evaded.  The  estimate  of  the  Treas- 
sury  was,  that  the  furniture  tax  would  produce 
81,238.000,  and  the  duty  on  watches  $230,000. 
Yet,  although  the  duty  on  watches  was  $225,000^ 
which  proves  the  extreme  accuracy  of  the  calcu- 
lation made  by  that  department,  the  furniture  lax 
has  only  produced  $75000.  He  would  guard' 
a|[ainst  these  frauds,  either  by  requiring  the  valu- 
ation to  be  made  by  the  owner  on  oath,  or  laying 
the  duty  on  the  speciie  articles  of  fomitiicei 


■»l^ 


963 


HISTORY  OF  GONGBBSS. 


954 


Fbbboabt,  1816. 


Tke  Revemie. 


H.  OP  R. 


these  modes  of  taiiog  property  were  adopted  by 
tlie  Slate  of  Virginia,  and  had  not  heen  com- 
plained of.  He  would  not  allow  of  domiciliary 
Tisitii^  80  josiiy  odioas  to  the  people.  The  valoa- 
tioo  or  specification  be  proposed,. sboold  be  made 
by  the  owner.  This  question  be  argued  siniply 
as  a  question  of  rcFenue;  and  he  thought  if  so 
much  money  was  requisite,  as  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  contemplated,  no  subject  of 
taxation  was  more  fair  and  more  just  than  this; 
indeed,  all  intelligent  economisu  held  that  wealth, 
income,  and  luxury,  were  the  fairest.  These  du* 
cirs,  proposed  to  be  repealed,  miffht  be  made  to 
yield  one-third  of  the  amount  of  the  direct  tax, 
and  authorize  the  reduction  of  that  tax  from  three 
to  two  millions.  The  direct  tax,  as  all  direct 
taxes  necessarily  do,  falls  not  upon  the  wealthy 
alone,  but  upon  the  extremely  poor  and  middling 
classes  of  ihe  people;  it  has  no  relation  to  income, 
for  the  lands  may  be  cultiFated  and  not  appreci- 
ating in  value ;  or,  as  is  often  the  case,  yielding  a 
scaoty  subsiHtenee  jlo  the  humble  owner. 

Mr.  J.  estimated  the  number  of  families  in  the 
United  States  to  be  1,000,000;  one-tenth  of  these, 
be  >upposed,  were  liable  to  pay  the  lax,  tiz., 
100,000;  50.000  he  supposed  owned  furniture  of 
Ihe  average  Value  of  $600;  which,  at  three  dol- 
lars each,  as  the  law  now  is,  would  be  9150,000 
Twenty-five  thousand  persons  would 

average  one  thousand  dollarn,  at  six  -  150,000 
The  remaining  twenty«five  thousand 

would  average  two  thousand  dollars, 

at  seventeen  .  •  ^  •  >  425,000 
Which,  with  tbeproductof  theduty  on 

watches  of 225,000 

Will  yield  a  total  sum  of     -       -       -  9950,000 

Which  is  equal  to  the  proceeds  of  one-third  of 
the  direct  tax — the  whole  beiogeitimated  to  yield 
a  net  revenue  of  9^700,000.  When  it  was  pro- 
posed to  repeal  the  direct  tax,  we  were  met  with 
the  objection  that  it  was  pledged  to  the  public 
creditor;  yet  those  making  that  objection  voted 
for  the  repeal  of  this  duty,  which  is  also  pledged 
In  the  same  langusge  with  the  other.  The  pledge 
is  only  to  suppfy  an  adequate  revenue ;  and  the 
revenue,  independent  of  the  proceeds  of  the  land 
tax  and  the  furniture  tax,  was  adequate  to  all  ne- 
cessary purposes.  He  relied  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  the  proof  of 
this  assertion ;  ihey  showed  that,  with  the  taxes 
recommended  by  them,  we  could  increase  the 
Sinking  Fund  to  upwards  of  913000,000  per  an- 
num, and  still  have  a  surplus  of  $2,500,000  to  ap- 
propriate to  other  objects.  Although  he  wished 
to  pay  uffthe  debt,  he  would  not  do  it  by  giving 
another  premium  to  those  who,  in  the  boor  of 
difficulty,  exacted  twenty  per  cent,  of  us;  and  he 
contended,  we  could  not  employ  a  sinking  fund 
to  the  amount  recommended,  without  giving  a 
premium  to  the  holders  of  stock  to  part  with  it. 
Of  the  new  debt,  there  fell  due  in 

1825 $11429.449 

In  1826 26,007958 

In  1827 25407.763 

^Amounting,  io  those  three  years,  to  -  963,145,170 


How,  then,  he  asked,  could  a  fund  of  any 
amount,  upon  the  principles  of  a  sinking  fund, 
extinguish  such  a  debt  in  twelve  years,  say  in 
1827,  unless  by  purchasing  the  stock  long  before 
it  became  payable  by  the  contract  ?  And  that  it 
would  rise  above  its  par  value,  when  the  redun- 
dant Slock  was  withdrawn  fVom  the  market,  was 
undoubted.  He  recollected  that,  under  the  oper- 
ation of  the  $8,000,000  sinking  fund,  the  creditors 
prayed  to  be  exempted  from  its  operation :  and  it 
was  only  by  declarmg  that  the  stock  should  eeasa 
to  bear  interest  after  the  day  it  was  payable,  by 
allotment,  that  the  commissioners  were  enabled 
to  pay  it  off. 

The  same  result  will  again  be  produced,  unless 
we  have  war,  and  he  conceived  it  the  idlest  fan- 
tasy that  ever  entered  the  heads  of  intelligent  gen- 
tlemen, that  we  were  to  be  soon  involved  in  war; 
for  his  part,  he  had  no  faith  in  the  probable  ne- 
cessity or  disposition  to  wage  a  new  war  with 
any  nation ;  he  confided  as  well  in  their  pacific 
temper  as  in  our  own ;  and  our  strength,  with 
such  dispositions,  was  a  safe  guarantee.  Aug- 
ment the  Sinking  Fund,  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  proposed,  to  $10,000^000,  and  repeal  the 
direct  tax,  and  then  there  will  be  a  surplus  of 
more  than  $2,900,000.  according  to  the  estimates 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  ana  Means.  But  if 
we  are  to  have  the  direct  tax  continued  as  part  of 
a  permanent  system,  he  was  for  continuing  the 
furniture  tax,  also,  in  order  that  the  accumulated 
revenue  would  enable  us  to  dispense  with  both 
together,  at  some  early  period,  even  though  the 
other  parts  of  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee should  be  adopted.  A  system  of  taxation 
to  be  just  must  draw, from  every  part  of  the  com- 
munity, a  sum  in  proportion  to  their  wealth  and 
incoine.  Expenditure  was,  in  general,  the  best 
evidence  of  income.  This  was  a  tax  upon  expen- 
diture, and  did  not  embrace  the  necessaries  of 
life  or  domestic  comfort;  the  articles  excluded, 
and  the  extent  of  the  exemption  of  such  as  are 
liable  to  valuation,  rendered  the  duty  inoperative 
upon  those  to  whom  the  direct  tax  was  oppres- 
sive; and  this  was  the  only  internal  tax  that  did 
bear  upon  the  wealthy,  in  proportion  to  their 
ability.  He  concluded  by  saying,  in  his  humble 
opinion,  it  was  incorrect  to  urge,  as  an  argument 
against  a  general  proposition^  objections  applica- 
ble solely  to  the  details.  Wnen  the  proposition 
was  decided,  it  would  be  for  its  advocates  to  ren- 
der the  details  unexceptionable ;  and  on  failure 
to  do  so.  then,  and'  not  till  then,  was  the  argu* 
meat  admissible.  As  far  as  his  observation  ex- 
tended, all  the  independent  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  possessed  furniture  of  a  kind  and  value 
falling  within  the  provisions  of  the  law ;  and  he 
could  not  admit  that  they  were  so  depraved  as 
to  violate  it,  when  proper  amendments  were 
adopted. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise,  sir.  as  an  advocate  for  the 
amendment  proposed  by  toe  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Jackson*)  Since  I  took  my 
seat  in  this  House  no  vote  of  mine  has  been  with- 
held from  the  support  of  the  plan  for  raising  rev- 
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enae,  submitted  by  the  Seeretary  of  the  Treasury) 
except  the  proposed  continuaiice  of  the  duties  on 
imported  salt,  and  my  object  at  that  time  way  to 
supply  the  deficiency  of  revenue  accruing  upon 
that  article,  ^which  [  considered  as  one  of  the 
first  necessaries  of  life*)  by  continuing  the  tax  on 
watches  and  household  furniture.  In  selecting 
objects  or  articles  for  taxation,  I  deem  it  to  be  a 
correct  principle,  that  due  regard  stiould  be  given 
to  wealth,  luxury,  and  income ;  and  the  articles 
now  proposed  to  be  taxed  are  generally  found  in 
the  possession  of  this  class  of  citizens,  and  there- 
fore are  least  affected  b)[  paying  taxes.  The 
agricultural  part  of  your  citizens,  the  planter  and 
the  farmer,  are  in  many  instances  paying  taxes 
upon  very  unproductive  estates.  The  poor  man 
who  supports  himself  «nd  family  by  the  sweat  of 
his  face;  the  cultivator  of  the  earth,  has  to  pay 
a  direct  tax,  when  it  is  with  difficulty,  in  many 
eases,  that  they  can  make  a  bare  support  for  their 
families.  While  you  are  continuing  taxes  upon 
that  part  of  society,  on  whom  depends  the  best 
interests  of  this  country,  I  will  say  more,  on 
whom  depends  the  stability  of  our  republican  in- 
stitutions, shall  we  adopt  a  svstem  of  favoritism, 
in  favor  of  the  luxurious  ana  wealthy,  who  have 
the  largest  income  estates  t  I  trust  not,  sir,  I 
confess  it  excited  my  astonishment  when  I  dis- 
covered that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  bad 
rroposed  a  repeal  of  the  watch  and  furniture  tax. 
was  still  more  astonished,  sir,  when  I  found  this 
recommendation  had  received  the  co-operation  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  ami  Means. 

Sir,  when  the  debate  on  the  subject  of  rev- 
enue enlarged  its  course  so  as  to  lead  to  an  inves- 
tigation or  the  present  state  of  the  nation,  I  felt  a 
desire  to  present  my  views  to  this  honorable 
body.  What  prevented  me  from  doiogso,  was,  that 
the  ground  which  I  had  marked  out  to  take  was 
completely  occupied  before  a  favorable  opportu- 
nity presented  itself  for  me  to  get  the  floor.  Sir, 
it  was  occupied  with  such  ability  as  to  forbid  any 
feeble  attempt  of  mine  to  travel  over  the  same 

F'ound.  But,  being  a  new  member  on  this  floor, 
wfll  use  the  present  opportunity  to  sute,  that  I 
differ  with  some  gentlemen  here  who  have  ex- 
pressed a  want  of  confidence  in  those  who  admin- 
ister the  Government.  The  Administration  has 
enjoyed  my  confidence  and  feeble  support  while 
I  remained  a  private  citizen,  and  becoming  a 
member  of  this  House  has  not  changed  my  opin- 
ions. The  principal  differopce  between  myself 
and  the  Administration  has  heretofore  been,  that 
instead  of  following,  I  have  kept  a  little  before 
the  Administration.  I  was  in  tavor  of  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  and  wanted  the  declar- 
ation long  before  we  got  it;  and  after  war  was 
declared,  I  was  in  favor  of  energetic  aa:easnres  to 
support  and  prosecute  the  war  before  they  were 
resorted  to  br  the  Government.  The  President 
of  the  Unitea  States,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session,  in  performing  his  Constitu- 
tional duty,  called  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
many  important  national  objects,  which  I  have 
carefully  examined,  and  which  not  only  merit 
my  general  approbation,  but  which  I  consider  of 


so  much  importance  to  the  eoontry,  that  I  regt«t 
ihat  tbey  have  been  so  long  permitted  to  slum- 
ber; and  I  consider  the  present  moment  pteult- 
ariy  auspicious  to  their  commencement.  The 
plan  of  finance  submitfed  by  the  Secretary  of  ibe 
Treasury,  and  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  founded  on  that  plan,  have  re- 
ceived my  particular  ettmination  and  considera- 
tion, and  the  result  is,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
support  that  plan  generaUv,  but  am  bound  toilta- 
sent  on  some  points,  one  of  which  is,  the  tax  now 
under  consideration.  The  watch  and  fornitaie 
Ux,  under  the  existing  law,  has  produced  a  rev- 
enue to  the  Government  of  $900,600,  and  it  is 
admitted  that  the  law  has  been  very  frequently 
evaded.  I  therefore  conclude,  by  proper  amend- 
ments to  the  law,  it  may  be  made  a  aooroe  of 
considerable  and  sore  revenue.  And,  as  I:eoa- 
sider  these  articles  very  poper  objects  ^oftasn- 
tion,  I  shall  give  my  vote  in  mvor  of  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  LowNOss  opposed  the  motion,  and  again 
explained  the  reasons  which  induced  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Meaas  to  reeommend  the 
repeal  of  the  tax,  which  recommeDdation  he  de- 
fended at  some  length,  on  its  etttireJinprodactife- 
ness  aed  vexatious  character,  as  proved  during  tire 
term  it  had  been  in  operation. 

On  Mr.  Jaokbor's  proposition,  a  debate  took 
place  of  nearly  two  hours  continuance,  in  which 
several  gentleman  participated.  Messrs.  Comior, 
SouTHAno,  Caniiom,  Wbiobt,  and  BaRBOon, 
severally  spoke  in  favur  of  the  motion,  andagainst 
the  repeal  of  the  tax ;  and  Messrs.  Tatlob  of 
New  York,  Milnor,  Gabtoit,  and  Piokkunq, 
opposed  the  amendment  aad  advocated  thereyaai. 
The. ground  occupied  in  the  debate  was  not  very 
extensive;  a  few  prominent  and  obvious ai;^u* 
meats,  with  some  iliustrationt  comprising  the  pith 
of  the  discussion.  Those  who  advocated  a  repeal 
of  the  tax,  did  so,  principally^  on  the  ground  of 
its  failing  to  produce  the  anticipated  revenue,  its 
whole  product  amountiqg  to  about  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars,  insteadof  upwards  of  a  million, 
which  had  been  calculated  on ;  because,  also,  of 
its  odious  character  which  subjected  every  man's 
house  to  the  intrusion  of  the  collector}  and  to 
domiciliary  visits,  without  sufficient  object ;  be- 
causci  after  all,  it  would  be  evaded  in  many  cases, 
and  the  odium  of  the  tax  be  incurred,  without 
affording  a  productive  revenue^  d^c.  Those  op- 
posed to  Bepealing  the  tax,  replied,  that  all  taxes 
were,  more  or  less,  odious  to  the  people ;  but  this 
not  particularly  so;  that  its  unproductiveness  bad 
arisen  from  evasions,  and  an  unfaithful  collection 
of  the  duty ;  that  it  was  equitable,  and,  if  repealed, 
would  exempt  a  certain  class  of  the  community 
almost  entirely  from  contributing  to  the  public 
support;  that  it  was  a  tax  on  wealth  and  luxunr, 
and  was  necessary  to  equalize  and  perfect  the 
system  of  revenue  now  in  progress,  &rc. 

The  4|ue8tion  on  the  motion  to  amend  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  nc;g* 
ative-^eas  64,  nays  90, as  follows: 

YsAS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Baker,  Bsifcoar,  Bate- 
man,  Bennett,  Bknmt,  Brooks,  BiTant  Bnrwelly  OaM- 
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w«lU  Ca]h9an»  Oumoiit  Okike  of  North  Onotint* 
Chric  of  Keotaeky,  Comotoek,  CoDdiet,  Cnwford, 
DarKogtoii,  Detl»,  Edwards,  CK>odwyii,  Griflbi  H«ll, 
HtJf^n,  Hawet,  Hondenon,  Hugor,  flimgoflbrd,  Ir- 
win of  POBiMf Ivaaii^  Imekioii,  Jolnnon  of  Kentneky, 
KiR  of  Virgiaia,  Kiag  of  North  Carotina,  Love, 
LoapUn,  Lylo,  Lyon,  Maday,  Migriant,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Koa,  McLean  of  Kantoefcy,  Mebonof  Yiiguita,  Orma- 
hy,  Pkkena,  Piper,  Pleaaanta,  Powell,  Roane,  Rob* 
ertaoDt  Rooi,  Bharpe,  Bmtlh  of  Viiginia,  Sonthard, 
Taol,  Taylor  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Telfiiir,  Thomaa, 
Tocker,  Ward  of  New  York,  Williams,  WiUoughby, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — ^Messis.  Archer,  Atherton,  Baer,  Basselt, 
Baylies,  Betts,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brig- 
ham,  BrowD,  Bnmside,  Cady,  Champion,  Chappell, 
Ciiley,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Conner,  Cooper,  Creigh- 
ton,  Culpeper,  Cothbert,  Darenport,  Forninr,  Fotsttht 
Qastim,  Gold,  Ooldsborongfa,  Groevenor,  BTahn,  Halcb 
Bsmmond,  Hanson,  Hopkinson,  Halbert,  Ingham, 
Irving  of  New  Toik,  Jewett,  Kent,  Kfaig  of  Massa* 
chnaetts,  Langdon,'  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes, 
Mason,  Middleton,  Mills,  Mttaor,  Moore  of  South  Car^ 
ofoa,  Mooeiey,  Tfetson  of  MaatachosetiB,  Newton, 
Koyee,  Barrii,  PitokeriBg,  Pilkin,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Rice,  Root,  Rnggloib  Sargesnt,  Sarage,  Sofaaack, 
Oiefiy,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Sauth  of  Maryland, 
Stanford,  Stearna,  Strong,  Stnact,  Stniges,  Tiggait, 
Taylor  of  New  York,  Thioop,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massa- 
efansetts,  Ward  of  New  Jeiaey,  Webster,  Wendover, 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  WUde,  WUkin,  Thomas  Wilm, 
William  Wilson,  Woodward,  and  Yates. 

The  ninth  resolution  was  then  eoacurred  in  by 
the  House,  and,  together  with  the  seventh  reso- 
Intion,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  or  bills 
conformably  thereto. 

The  remainder  of  the  orders  of  the  day  were 
then  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Babsbtt, 
and  the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  resolution  reported  by  a  select  commit- 
tee for  the  relief  of  Cfommodore  Rodgers.  After 
some  time  spent  on  this  subject,  the  Committee! 
rose,  and  reported  the  resolution,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  \  and  the 
House  adjourned  at  half  past  four  o'clock. 


BfORDAT,  Febntary  12. 

Mr.  RoBBHTSOK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  tbe  peti- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Terri<< 
tory,  the  petitions  from  sundry  it^htfoitants  of 
said  Territory,  and  of  Seth  Hunt,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  British  grants  of  laods  lying  in  that  Ter-^ 
ritory,  made  a  report;  which  was  read;  when 
Mr.  K.  reported  a  bill  for  quieiinf^  and  adjusting 
claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "con- 
cerning certain  courts  of  tbe  United  States  in 
the  State  of  New  York/*  without  amendment, 
nnd  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cady,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  directed  to  report  to  this  Htrase 
what  additions,  if  any,  hare  been  made  to  the 


funded  public  debt,  -and  to  the  floating  public 
debt,  since  the  30th  day  of  September  last. 

Mr.  PLBA8ANT8,  from  the  Committee  on  NcybI 
Affiiirs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Brastus 
Loomis;  which  was  read  twice,  mnd  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cadt,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  act  entitled 
^An  act  to  provide  additional  rerenues  fbr  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  Ooremment  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  duties  on  carriaffes, 
and  the  harness  used  therefor,"  that  no  duty  shall 
be  paid  for  any  carriage  usually  emj^loyed  in 
hasoandry,  or  for  the  transportation  of  |^ds. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jbhriitos,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Gkneral  Land  Office  was  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  exhibiting 
the  number  of  acres  of  land  to  which  rights  of 
pre-emption  have  been  granted  to  indiFiduals,  in 
any  of  the  Sutes  or  Territories  of  the  United 
States  respectirely;  together  with  the  prolnUe 
difibrence  in  the  amounts  of  moneys  receired  for 
lands  sold  at  public  sale^  and  such  amounts  re- 
ceived for  lands  sold  at  private  sale. 

The  engrossed  resolution  for  the  relief  of 
Commodore  John  Rodgers^  having  been  an- 
nounced for  a  third  reading,  it  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Ba88BTT,  recommitted  to  a aelect  committee. 
Mr.  B.  from  that  select  committee  sobseqoently 
reported  an  amendment  to  the  resolution ;  which 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolve  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  reducing  the  direct 
tax  on  the  United  States  to  three  millions,  ^. 
No  amendment  being  proposed  to  ii,  tbe  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  the  bill ;  which  was 
laid  on  the  ttble,  on  sug[gestion  of  Mr.  Root,  of 
New  York,  togire  him  time  to  prepare  an  amend- 
ment to  the  detail  of  the  bill. 
,  The  resolution  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress of  the  gallantry  of  Capuin  James  Biddle, 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Hornet ;  and  a  sim- 
ilar resolution  respecting  Captain  Charles  Stew- 
art, and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Constitution, 
for  their  last  victory,  passed  throngfa  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  were  severally  order^, 
Item.  oon..  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  for  rewarding  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Horaet'for  the  capture  and  destruction  of  Che 
British  sloop-of-*war  Penguin,  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  blank  was  filled 
with  985,000,  being  the  amount  allowed  in  former 
cases ;  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

CANADIAN  REFUGEES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 
refugees  from  the  British  Provinces  duritig  the 
late  war. 

Several  papers  were  read  respecting  their  mer- 
its and  services,  among  which  was  a  very  stronff 
testimony,  to  their  merits,  dbc,  from  Qenerai 
Porter,  lately  a  member  of  this  House. 
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This  bill  ga?e  rise  to  a  rather  animated  debate, 
in  which  the  claim  of  the  petitioners  to  indem- 
nity or  compensation  was  sustained  by  Messrs. 
Tbroop,  Yateb,  Wbigbt,  Gold,  and  Jobnson, 
of  Kentucky,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Holbbrt, 
Webster,  and  Stromo. 

This  case  has  been  fully  presented  to  our  read- 
ers in  the  shape  of  the  petition  of  the  committee 
on  behalf  of  these  sufiVrers.  Their  claim  is  pre- 
cisely of  a  character  with  that  for  which  ample 
provision  was  made  at  the  close  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  They  were  natives  of  this  coun- 
try, and,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  pre- 
ferred ranging  themselves  under  the  banners  of 
th^^ir  native  country,  than  that  to  which,  for  pur- 
poses of  business,  they  had  a  temporary  alle- 
giance. 

The  opponents  of  the  bill  (which  proposes  to 
compensate  the  claimants'  losses  by  donations  of 
land)  oppose  it  as  rewarding  treachery,  as  poi- 
soning the  fountains  cf  morality,  and  use  those 
general  expressions  of  dislike,  and  even  detesta- 
tion, which  such  a  bijl  is  likely  to  call  forth  from 
those  who  view  it  in  so  odious  a  light. 

The  bill  was  not  decided  on  :  but,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  JoBNSOii,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  another  bill  making  further  provision 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  <»  those  who  fell  in 
the  late  war. 

The  House  was  occupied  on  this  subject  until 
the  usual  hoar  of  adjournment. 


TuESBAT,  February  13. 

Mr.  Caldwell  presented  to  the  House  a  reso- 
lution  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Oh.iOf  instructing  their  Senators,  and 
requesting  their  Representatives  io  Cungresn,  to 
use  their  endeavors  to  obtain  the  passage  of  an 
act  of  Congress  providing  for  the  organization, 
arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for 
governing  such  parts  oi  them  as  may  be  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr.  Stepbbhson  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  praying 
that  the  powers  granted  to,  and  enjoyed  by  the 
Governor  of  that  Territory,  may  be  abridged. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Stepbenbon  presented  another  petition  of 
the  said  Legislature,  praying  that  the  certificate 
of  a  Pavmaater,  given  to  certain  companies  of 
rangers  lately  raised  in  that  Territory  for  mili- 
tary services,  may  be  received  in  payment  fur 
Subiic  lands. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
lilitary  Affairs. 

Mr.  MiDDLBTON,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  petition  of  Lewis  Bringier, 
made  a  report,  which  was  read  }  when  Mr.  M. 
reported  a  bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  lease  out  or  grant,  for  a  term  of 
years,  mines  of  the  precious  metals,  discovered 
upon  the  public  lands;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendments  of 
this  Hotise  to  their  bul  ** concerning  the  coovea* 
tion  to  reeolate  the  commerce  between  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  and  His  BritauDic 
Majesty."  The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill ''  ao- 
thorlziog  a  subscription  for  the  printing  of  a  sec- 
ond edition  of  the  public  documents;"  and  they 
have  passed  the  bill  "'  for  the  relief  of  William 
Morrissett,"  with  an  amend  meat ;  in  which  bill 
and  amendment  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv,  accompanied 
wiih  a  tariff  of  duties  proper  to  oe  laid  and  im- 
posed on  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
ported into  the.  United  States  from  any  foreign 
port  or  place ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means, — [See  Appendix.] 

The  message  of  the  Senate  rejecting  the  amend- 
ments of  this  House  to  their  bill  concerning  the 
Convention  of  Commerce,  Ac,  waa  taken  up, 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fobstth,  the  House  de- 
termined to  insist  on  its  amendments,  and  Co  ask 
a  conference  thereon  with  the  Senate. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  act 
authorizing  a  subscription  for  the  printing  of  ^  a 
second  edition  of  the  public  documents,"  was  read 
twic^  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  **for 
the  relief  uf  William  Morrissett,"  was  read  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

An  engrossed  resolutioni  entitled  ^  A  resolu- 
tion requesting  the  President  to  present  medals 
to  Capiain  James  Biddle  and  the  officers  of  the 
sloop- of- war  Hornet,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed  unanimously. 

An  engrossed  resolution,  entitled  ''A  resolu- 
tion requesting  the  President  to  present  medaJa 
to  Captain  Charles  Stewart  and  the  officers  of 
the  frigate  Constitution,''  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed  unanimously. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  rewarding 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop-of-war  Hornet, 
for  the  capture  aod  det^truction  of  the-sloop-ot 
war  Penguin,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

DOMESTIC  MANUFACTURBa 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufacture^  to  whom  were  referred 
the  several  meiooriaU  and  petitions  of  the  man- 
ufacturers of  cotton  wool,  made  a  report  there- 
on ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Comauttae  of  Commerce,  and  Maaufiiotuiesy  Id 
whom  were  ralbrr^  the  memorials  and  petitions  of 
the  manafactureis  of  cotton  wool,  respectfully  sob- 
mit  the  following  report: 

The  CoBButtee  ware  eonacioas  that  they  had  no 
oidinaiy  do9  to  perlbraft,  whea  the  Henae  of  Repie- 
aentativea  leferiad  to  their  eonsideration  the  memo- 
rials and  peUtiona  of  the  mana&ctnrers  of  cottan 
wooL    In  ehadicace  to  the  iaatradions  of  the  Houaoy 
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they  h«Y0  given  great  mttention  to  the  solject,  and 
beg  leave  to  present  the  result  of  thev  deliberations. 

Tbej  are  not  a  litfle  apprehensive  that  they  hare 
not  sncoeeded  in  doing  justice  to  a  subject  so  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  advancement  and  prospe- 
rity of  agricultnre  and  commerce— a  snbject  which 
enlightened  statesmen  and  phflosopfaers  have  deemed 
not  unworthy  of  their  attention  and  consideration. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Committee  to  offer  any 
theoretical  opinions  of  their  own,  or  of  others.  They 
are  persuaded  that  a  display  of  speculative  of^nions 
would  not  meet  with  approbation.  From  these  views 
tfie  Committee  are  disposed  to  state  facts,  and  to  make 
such  obaervations  only  as  shall  be  intimately  connected 
with  and  warranted  by  them. 

Prior  to  the  yean  1806  and  1807,  estabhshmenU 
for  manufacturing  cotton  wool  had  not  been  attempted 
but  in  a  few  instances,  and  on  a  limited  scale.  Their 
rise  and  progress  are  attributable  to  embarrassments  to 
which  commerce  was  subjected ;  which  embarrass- 
ments originated  in  causes  not  within  the  control  of 
human  prudence. 

While  commeroe  flourished,  the  trade  which  had 
been  carried  on  with  the  continent  of  Europe,  with 
the  East  Indies,  and  with  the  colonies  of  Spain  and 
France,  enriched  our  enterprising  merchants,  the  ben- 
efits of  which  were  sensibly  felt  by  the  agriculturists, 
whose  wealth  and  industry  were  increased  and  ex- 
tended. When  external  commerce  was  suspended, 
the  capitalbts  throughout  the  Union  became  solicitous 
to  give  activiW  to  their  capital.  A  portion  of  it,  it  is 
believed,  was  directed  to  the  improvement  of  agricul- 
ture, and  not  an  inconsiderable  |)ortton  of  it,  as  it  ap- 
pears, was  likewise  employed  in  effecting  establish- 
ments for  manufacturing  cotton  wool.  To  make  this 
statement  as  satisfactory  as  possible— 4o  giYe  it  all  the 
certainty  that  it  is  susceptible  of  attaining,  the  follow- 
ing facts  an  respectfully  submitted  to  the  considerr 
ation  of  the  House.  They  show  the  rapid  progress 
which  has  been  made  in  a  lew  years,  and  evidently 
the  ability  to  carry  them  on  with  certainty  of  success^ 
should  a  just  and  liberal  policy  regard  them  as  objects 
deserving  encouragement : 

In  the  year  1800,  600  bales  of  cotton  were  manu- 
factured in  manufiicturing  establishments. 

In  the  year  1806,  1,000  bales  of  cotton  were  manu- 
factured in  manufitcturing  estaUishments. 

In  the  year  1810,  lO/KK)  bales  of  cotton  were  manu- 
factured in  manufilcturing  establishmonts. 

In  the  year  1816,  90,000  bales  of  cotton  were  manu- 
foctured  in  mannfiicturing  establishments. 
This  statement  the  Committee  have  no  reason  to 

doubt ;  nor  have  they  any  question  as  to  the  truth  of 

the  following  suocinct  statement  of  the  capital  which 

is  employed,  of  the  labor  which  it  commands,  and  of 

the  products  of  that  labor : 

Capital $40,000,000 

MsJee  employed,  from  the  age  of  17  and 
upwards 10,000 

Women  and  fomale  diildren  •  66,000 

Boys  under  17  yean  of  age  24,000 

Wages  of  one  hundred  thousand  persons, 
averaging  $160  each        ...    $15,000,000 

Cotton  wool  manufoctured,  ninety  thou- 
sand bales,  amounting  to  -        -   £27,000,000 

Number  of  yards  of  cotton,  of  various 
kinds 81,000,000 

Cost,  per  yard,  averaging  30  cents       -   $24,000,000 

This  rise  and  progress  of  such  establishments  can 
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excite  no  wonder.  The  inducements  to  industry  in  a 
free  government  are  numerous  and  inviting.  £ffi»ets 
are  always  in  unison  with  their  causes.  The  induce- 
ments consist  in  the  certainty  and  secnniy  which 
every  citizen  enjoys  of  exercising  exclusive  dominion 
over  the  creations  of  his  genius,  and  the  products  of 
his  labor;  in  procuring  firom  his  native  soil,  at  all 
times,  with  fiicility,  the  raw  materials  that  are  re- 
quired, and  in  the  liberal  encouragement  that  will  be 
accorded  by  agriculturists  to  those  who,  by  their  labor^ 
keep  up  a  constant  and  increasing  demand  for  tfio 
produc|  of  agriculture. 

Every  State  will  participate  in  those  advantages. 
The  resources  of  each  will  be  explored,  opened,  and 
enlarged.  DiArent  sections  of  the  nation  will,  ac- 
cording to  their  position,  the  climate,  the  population, 
the  habits  of  the  people,  and  the  nature  of  the  soil, 
strike  into  that  line  of  industry  which  is  best  adapted 
to  their  interest  and  the  good  of  the  whole ;  an  active 
and  free  interooune,  promoted  and  facilitated  by  roads 
and  canals,  will  ensue ;  prejudices,  which  are  generated 
by  distance,  and  the  want  of  indoeements  to  approach 
each  other  and  reciprocate  benefits,  will  be  removed ; 
information  will  be  extended ;  the  Union  will  acquire 
strength  and  solidity,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  that  of  each  State,  will  be  regarded 
as  fountains  from  which  flow  numerous  streams  of 
public  and  private  prosperity. 

Each  government,  moving  in  its  appropriate  orbiti 
performing  with  ability  its  separate  functions,  will  be 
endeared  to  the  hearts  of  a  good  and  grateful  people. 

The  States  that  are  moot  disposed  to  mannfoctures, 
as  regular  occupations,  will  draw  from  the  agricultural 
States  all  the.raw  materials  which  they  want,  and  not 
an  inconsiderable  portion  also  of  the  necessaries  of 
life ;  while  the  latter  will,  in  addition  to  the  benefits 
which  they  at  present  enjoy,  always  command,  in 
peace  or  in  war,  at  moderate  prices,  every  species  of 
manufooture  that  their  wants  may  require.  Should 
they  be  inclined  to  manufocture  for  themselves,  they 
can  do  so  with  success,  because  they  have*  all  the 
means  in  their  power  to  erect  and  to  extend  at  pleas- 
ure manufocturing  establishments.  Our  wants  being 
supplied  by  our  own  ingenuity  and  industry,  exporta- 
tion of  specie,  to  pay  for  foreign  manufoctures,  wHl 


The  Talue  of  American  produce,  at  this  time  ex- 
ported, will  not  enable  the  importen  to  pay  for  the 
foreign  manufacture  imported.  Whenever  the  two  ac- 
counts shall  be  fiurly  stated,  the  balance  againsl>  the 
United  States  will  be  found  many  millions  of  dollars. 
Sudi  M  the  state  of  things,  that  the  change  must  be  to 
the  advantage  of  the  United  States.  The  precious 
metals  will  be  attracted  to  them ;  the  diffusion  of  which, 
in  a  regular  and  uniform  current,  through  the  great 
arteries  and  veins  of  the  body  politic,  will  give  to  each 
member  health  and  vigor. 

In  proportion  as  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
depends  on  agriculture  and  manufactures  as  a  common 
basis,  will  it  increase  and  become  independent  of  those 
revolutions  and  fluctuations^  which  the  ambition  and 
jealousy  of  foreign  Governments  are  too  apt  to  produce. 
Our  navigation  will  be  quickened ;  and  supported  as 
it  vrill  be  by  internal  resources,  never  before  at  the 
command  of  any  nation,  will  advance  to  the  extent  of 
those  resources. 

New  channels  of  trade  to  enterprise,  no  less  im- 
portant than  prodttctiTe,  are  openingt  which  can  be  se 
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cnr«d  only  by  m  wiie  ii&d  prudent  policy  Appreciating 
tiaeir  adTsntage. 

If  want  of  foresii^  should  neglect  the  cultivation 
and  improToment  of  them,  the  opportone  moment  may 
be  loet,  perhape,  for  centuries,  and  the  energies  of  this 
nation  be  Uiereby  preTented  from  develo|Hng  them- 
•rivesy  and  from  making  the  boon  which  is  proffered 
our  own.  By  trading  on  our  own  capital,  colliaions 
with  otiier  nations,  if  they  be  not  entirely  done  away, 
witl  be  greatly  diminished. 

This  natural  order  of  things  exhibits  the  commence- 
ment of  a  new  epoch,  which  promiees  peace,  tpeurity, 
Mid  repose,  by  a  firm  and  stMdy  reiianoe  on  tiie  pro- 
duce of  agriculture ;  on  the  treasures  that  are  embosom- 
ed in  the  earth;  on  the  geniua  and  ingenuity  of  oar 
manufiicturen  and  mechanics;  and  on  the  intelligence 
and  enterprise  of  our  merchants. 

The  GoYemaent,  powering  the  intelligence  und 
the  art  of  improving  tne  resources  of  the  nation,  wHl 
iaerease  its  cifieient  powers,  and,  enjoying  the  ooiifi* 
dence  of  those  whom  it  has  made  happy,  will  oppose 
Id  the  assaiiant^f  the  nalion's  rights  the  true,  tiie  only 
invincible  egis,  the  unily  of  will  and  strength.  Causes 
producing  war  will  be  lew.  Should  war  lake  place, 
lis  calamitous  consequences  will  be  mitigated,  and  ^e 
•Kpenses  and  burdens  of  such  a  state  of  things  wiU  fidi 
with  a  weight  lees  oppressive  and  injurious  on  the 
nation.  The  expenditures  of  the  4ast  war  were  greatly 
increased  by  a  dependence  on  foreign  supplies.  The 
j^iees  tnddkmt  to  such  a  dependence  wul  always  be 

Had  not  our  nascent  manu&cturing  establishments 
'  increased  the  quantity  of  commodities  at  Ihat  time  in 
denumd,  the  expenditures  would  have  been  mudli  great- 
er, and  consequences  the  most  fatal  and  disastrous — 
alarming  even  in  contemplation — would  have  been 
the  &te  of  tlus  nation.  The  experience  of  the  past 
leaches  a  lesion  never  to  be  forgotten,  and  points  em- 
idiatioany  to  the  remedy.  A  wise  Government  shoold 
heed  its  admonitions,  or  the  independence  of  this 
nation  will  be  exposed  to  "  the  shafts  of  fortune." 

The  committee,  keeping  in  view  the  interests  of  the 
nation,  cannot  refrain  from  slatmg  that  cotton  fabrics, 
imported  from  India,  interfere  not  less  with  that  en- 
couragement to  which  agrieulture  is  justly  entitled, 
than  they  do  with  that  which  ought  reasonably  to  be 
accorded  to  the  manu&cturers  of  cotton  wool.  The 
raw  material  of  which  they  are  made  is  the  growth  of 
India,  and  of  a  quality  inferior  to  our  own.  The  fab- 
rics themselves,  m  point  of  duration  and  use,  are  like- 
wise inferior  to  tlw  substantial  fabrics  of  American 
manufacture.  Although  the  India  cotton  &brics  can 
be  sold  for  a  lower  price  than  the  American,  yet,  the 
difference  in  the  texture  is  so  much  in  favor  of  the 
American,  that  the  latter  may  be  safely  considered  as 
Ibe  cheapest 

The  distance  of  most  of  the  Western  States  from 
the  ocean,  the  exuberant  ridbmess  of  the  soil,  and  the 
variety  of  its  products,  forcibly  impress  the  mind  of  the 
committee  with  a  belief  that  all  these  causes  conspire 
to  encourage  manufactures,  and  to  give  an  impetus 
and  direction  to  such  a  disposition.  Although  the 
Western  States  may  be  said  to  be  in  the  gristle,  in  con- 
templation of  that  destiny  to  which  they  are  hasten- 
ing, yet  the  products  of  manufactures  in  those  States 
are  beyond  eveiy  calculation  that  could  reasonably  be 
made ;  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  many  enlightened 
and  virtuous  men,  who  have  supposed  that  the  induce- 
ments of  agriculture,  and  tiie  superior  advantages  of 


that  life,  would  suppress  any^podtion  to  that  sort  of 
industry.  But  theories,  how  UKeniously  soever  they 
may  be  constructed, — how  mucb  soever  they  may  be 
made  to  conform  to  the  laws  of  symmetry  and  beauty 
— are  no  sooner  brought  into  conflict  widi  fiicts,  than 
they  fan  into  ruins.  In  viewing  their  fragments,  ttie 
mind  is  irresistibly  ted  to  render  the  homage  due  to 
the  genius  and  taste  of  the  ardutects;  but  cannot 
refrain  from  regretting  the  waste,  to  no  purpose,  of 
superior  inteSects.  The  Western  States  prove  the 
fidlaey  of  such  ^eories ;  tbey  appear  in  their  growth 
and  expansion  to  be  in  advance  of  thought.  While  the 
pdittcal  economist  is  drawing  their  portraits,  their  fba- 
tures  change  and  enlarge  with  such  npidi^  that  his 
pencil  in  vain  endeavors  to  calch- their  expresaons, 
and  to  &c  their  physiognomy. 

It  is  to  their  advantage  to  manufbeture,  because,  by 
decreasing  ^e  bulk  of  the  articles,  they  at  the  same 
time  increase  their  value  by  labor,  bring  them  to  mar- 
ket wi^  less  expense,  and  with  the  certainty  of  obtain- 
ing the  best  prices.  Those  States,  understanding  their 
interest,  will  not  be  diverted  from  its  pursuit.  In  the 
encouragement  of  manufiictures,  they  find  a  stimulus 
for  agriculture. 

The  manufacturers  of  cotton,  in  making  application 
to  the  National  Government  for  encouragement,  have 
been  induced  to  do  so  for  many  reasons.  They  know 
that  their  establishmenU  are  new  and  in  their  in&ncy, 
and  that  they  have  to  encounter  a  competition  with 
foreign  establishments,  Uiat  have  arrived  at  maturity, 
that  are  supported  by  a  large  capital,  and  that  liave 
from  the  Uovemment  every  protection  that  can  be 
required. 

The  American  manufacturers  expect  to  meet  with 
all  the  embsjrasAnents  which  a  jealous  and  monopo- 
lizing spirit  can  suggest.  The  committee  are  sensmie 
of  the  force  of  such  considerations.  Th^  are  con- 
vinced that  old  practices  and  maxims  will  not  be  aban- 
doned to  favor  the  United  States.  The  foreign  manu- 
facturers and  merdiants  will  put  in  requisition  all  the 
Sowers  of  ingenuity ;  will  practise  whatever  art  can 
evtse,  and  capital  can  accomplish,  to  prevent  the 
American  manu&cturing  establishments  from  taking 
root  and  flourishing  in  tibeir  rich  and  native  soD.  By 
the  allowance  of  bounties  and  drawbacks,  the -foreign 
manufacturers  and  merchants  will  be  furnished  witfi 
additional  means  of  carrying  on  the  conflict,  and  of  in- 
suring success. 

The  American  manufacturera  have  good  reasons  for 
their  apprehensions — they  have  much  at  stake.  They 
have  a  large  capital  employed,  and  are  feelingly  alive 
for  its  £gLte.  Should  the  National  Government  not 
a£R>rd  them  protection,  the  dangerA  which  invest  and 
threaten  them  will  destroy  all  their  hopes,  and  will 
dose  their  prospects  of  utility  to  their  country.  A 
reasonable  encouragement  will  sustain  and  keep  them 
erect ;  but  if  they  foil,  they  foil  never  to  rise  again. 

The  foreign  manufacturers  and  merchants  know 
this ;  and  wOl  redouble  with  renovated  seal  the  stroke 
to  prostrate  them.  They  also  know,  that  should  the 
American  manufacturing  establishments  fall,  their 
mouldering  piles — the  visible  ruins  of  a  legislative 
breath — will  warn  all  who  shall  tread  in  the  same  foot^ 
steps,  of  th^  doom,  the  inevitable  destiny,  of  their  es- 
tablishments. 

The  National  Government,  in  viewing  the  disastrous 
effects  of  a  short-sighted  policy,  may  reknt ;  but  what 
can  relenting  avail  t  Can  it  raise  the  dead  to  life  1 
Can  it  give,  for  injuries  inflicted,  the  reparation  that 
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IB  dne  ?  Indaf  try,  in  every  immifieation  of  lociety,  will  I 
fsel  the  sbodCy  end  genecationi  will,  as  they  flucoecd 
eech  otiier,  ftt\  the  effects  of  ite  undaletionf .  Dieiet- 
iefiiction  will  be  Tisible  erery  wbere>  end  the  lost  confi- 
dence and  «£fectione  of  tho  cttiiens  will  not  be  theleeat 
of  the  evils  the  Government  wib  have  to  deplore.  But, 
shoald  the  National  Government,  punning  an  enlight- 
ened and  liberal  policy,  sustain  and  foster  the  manu- 
•fkctoring  establishments,  a  few  years  would  place  them 
In  a  condition  to  bid  defiance  to  foreign  competition, 
and  would  enable  them  to  increase  the  inductzy,  wealth, 
and  prosperity  of  the  nation ;  and  to  afibrd  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  times  of  difficulty  and  distress,  vdxatever  it 
may  require  to  support  public  credit,  while  maintain- 
ing the  rigfals  of  the  nation. 

Ptovidence,  in  bountiAilly  placing  within  our  reach 
whatever  can  minister  to  happiness  and  comfort,  indi- 
cates plainly  to  us  our  duty,  and  what  we  owe  to  our- 
selves. Our  resources  are  abundant  and  inexhau^Btible. 

The  utand  that  Archimedes  wanted,  is  given  to  the 
National  and  State  Governments;  and  labor-saving 
machinery  tenders  the  lever — die  power  of  bcinging 
^ose  reeenrceft  into  use. 

This  power  imparts  incalculable  advantages  to  a 
nation  whose  population  is  not  full.  The  United  States 
require  the  use  of  this  power»  because  they  do  not 
abound  in  population.  The  diminution  of  manual 
labor,  by  means  of  madunery,  in  the  cotton  manuiao- 
lure  of  Great  Britain,  was,  in  the  year  1810,  as  two 
hundred  to  one.  Our  manufactures  have  aiieady 
availed  themselves  of  this  power,  and  have  profited  by 
it.  A  little  more  experience  in  making  macnines,  and 
in  managing  them  with  skill,  will  enable  our  manufac- 
turers to  supply  BBore  iabries  than  are  necessary  lor  the 
home  demand.  Competition  will  make  the  prices  of 
the  articles  low,  and  the  extension  of  the  cotton  man- 
ufactories will  produce  that  competition. 

One  striking  and  important  siavaBtage  which  laboN 
saving maddnes  bestow  is  tins,. that  in  aU  their  opem- 
tions  they  require  few  men,  as  a  reference  to  another 
part  of  this  report  will  show.  No  apprehensions  can, 
then,  be  seriously  entertained,  that  agriculture  will  be 
in  ^nger  of  having  its  efficient  laborers  withdravm 
ftom  its  service.  On  the  oontDuy,  the  manu&cturing 
eetabttshments,  increasing  the  demand  for  raw  mate- 
rials, will  give  to  agriculture  new  life  and  expansion. 

The  committee,  after  having  wi^h  great  deference 
tfid  respect  presented  to  the  House  this  important  sub- 
ject, in  vttions  points  of  view,  feel  themselves  con- 
|tn^Md,  before  eondttding  Ifae  report,  to  ofier  a  few 
obaervaiions,  which  ^ley  consider  as  bemg  iame£- 
ately  eonBeete^.  with  it,  send  not  less  so,  with  the  pfes- 
SBt  eaud  iutvre  prosperity  ef  Ifaas  natioD. 

The  projects  of  sb  eniaiged  ooouiierce  are  not  flait^ 

Bveiy  nation,  in  times  of  peace,  will  siqpply  its  own 
wants  fiom  its  own  ifesonrces,  er  from  thMe  of  other 


When  supplies  are  dawn  from  foreign  counteies, 
the  intercourse  which  will  ensue  will  furnish  employ- 
ment to  the  navigation  only  of  the  countries  connected, 
by  iheir  redpiocal  wants. 

Our  concern  does  not  arise  from,  nor  can  it  be  in* 
creased  by,  the  iindtalion  which  our  navigation  and 
trade  will  have  prescribed  to  them,  by  the  peace  and 
apparent  repose  of  Euxope. 

Onr  apprehaoriotts  arise  ftom.  causes  that  cannot 
animats  by  their  effeots.  Look  wheresoever  the  eye 
can  glanesi  and  what  am  the  olijeets  that  strike  the 


vision  1  On  the'  continent  of  Europe,  industry,  de- 
prived of  its  motive  and  incitement,  is  paralyzed ;  the 
accumulated  wealth  of  ages,  seised  by  the  hand  of  mit 
itary  despotiim,  is  appropriated  to,  and  squandered  on 
objects  of  ambition ;  the  order  of  things  unsettled,  and 
confidence  between  man  and  man  annihilated.  Every 
moment  is  looked  for  with  tremulous,  anxious,  and  in- 
creased solicitude ;  hope  languishes,  and  cgmmerdid 
enterprise  sttfTens  with  fear.  The  political  horizon  ap- 
pears to  be  calm,  but  many  of  no  ordinary  sagacity 
think  ther  behold  etgns  portentous  of  a  violent  temf«sty 
which  trill  again  rage  and  desolate  that  devoted  region. 
Should  this  prediction  fail,  no  change  for  the  better, 
under  existing  dreumstanoes,  can  take  place.  Where 
despotism,  mUitary  despotism,  reigns,  silence  and  foar- 
ful  stillness  must  prevail. 

Such  is  the  prospect  which  continental  Europe  ex- 
hibits to  the  enterprise  of  American  merchants.  Can 
it  be  possrible  for  them  to  find  in  that  region  sources 
which  will  supply  them  with  more  than  seventeen  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  tiie  balance  due  for  British  manu&c- 
tures ;  this  balance  being  over  and  above  the  value  of 
all  the  exports  to  foreign  countries  from  the  United 
States.  The  view  vriiich  is  given  to  the  dreary  pros- 
pect of  commercial  advantages,  accruing  to  the  United 
States  by  an  intercourse  with  continental  Europe,  is 
believed  to  be  just.  The  statement  made  of  the  great 
balance  in  favor  of  Great  Britain,  due  from  tiie  United 
States,  is  founded  on  matter  of  foot. 

In  the  hands  of  Great  Britain  are  gathered  together 
and  held  many  powers  which  they  have  not  been  ac* 
customed  hitherto  to  foel  and  to  exercise.  No  im- 
proper motives  are  intended  to  be  imputed  to  that 
Government.  But  does  not  experience  teach  a  lesson 
that  shouU  never  be  forgotten,  that  Governments,  like 
individuals,  ate  apt  '*  to  foel  power  and  forgei  right  V* 
It  is  net  inconsistent  wil^  national  decorum  to  become 
eiiownspeot and  prudent  May  not  the  QoverMuant  of 
Great  Britain  be  inclined,  In  analysing  the  basis  of  her 
polilieal  power,  tooonslder  and  regwd  the  United'States 
as  her  rivsai,  end  to  indulge  an  improper  jealousy— 4he 
enemy  <i€  peaee  and  repose  t  Can  it  be  politic,  in  any 
point  of  view,  to  make  the  United  States  dependant 
on  any  nation  for  supplies  absolutely  neeessaiy  for  de- 
fonce,  or  comfort,  end  for  aeeommodation  ?  Will-  not 
the  strengtht  the  pelitieal  energiea  of  this  nation,  be  ma- 
terially impaired,  at  any  time,  but  fotally  so  in  those  ef 
difficulty  and  diitrass,  by  such  droendencep  Do  notthe 
suggestions  of  vrisdom  plainly  show  timt  the  security, 
the  peace,  and  the  happiness  of  this  nation  depend  on 
opsning  and  etilarging  aU  our  resources,  and  drawing 
mok  them  whatever  shall  be  lequwed  for  public  use  or 
private  accommodetion  1  The  committee,  from  the 
idewewhidi  they  have  taken,  consider  the  situation 
of  masufocturing  establishments  to  be  perilous.  Some 
have  decMased,  and  others  have  suspended  business. 
A  liberal  encouragement  will  put  them  again  into  m- 
eration  vrith  increased  powers ;  but  should  it  be  with- 
held they  will  be  prostrated.  Thousands  vrill  be  re- 
duced to  want  Mid  wretdiedness.  A  capital  of  near 
sixty  millions  of  dollars  wfll  become  inactive,  the 
greater  part  of  which  will  be  a  dead  leas  to  the  menu- 
focturers.  Our  improvidence  may  lead  to  latal  conse- 
quences. The  Powers  jesJous  of  our  growth  and  pros- 
perity, vrill  acquire  the  resources  and  strength  which 
this  Government  neglects  to  improve.  It  requires  no 
propliet  to  foretell  the  use  that  foreign  Powers  will 
make.of  them.  The  committee,  firom  all  the  conrider- 
•lioBa  which  they  have  given  to  this  subject,  are  deeply 
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imprflMed  with  a  conTietioii  thst  the  raaniilbctDiiiig 
establiihmenta  of  oottim  wool  are  of  real  utility  to  the 
agiicvltnral  interest,  and  that  thmr  contribute  much 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  Union.  Under  the  infloence 
of  this  conTiction,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  tender 
respectinllT,  with  this  report,  the  following  resolation: 
Ruoheif  That,  from  and  after  the  90th  day  of  Jane 
sext,  in  lien  of  the  duties  now  authorised  by  law, 
there  be  laid,  levied,  and  collected  on  cotton  goods  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  and  Territories  thereol^ 
nom  any  foreign  country  whatever,  ^^  per  centum 
ad  valorem,  being  not  less  than  — —  cents  per  square 
yard. 

THE  REVENUE. 

Tbe  House  took  up  the  bill  to  reduce  the  amount 
of  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  for  the  year  1816;  aod  the 
aame  being  amended,  a  motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Atbebton  further  to  amend  tbe  said  bill  by 
striking  out  from  the  third  line  the  words  wmuch 
qfj  and  from  the  eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth  lines, 
the  following  words :  "  a«  lay$  a  direct  tax  of 
six  miUiont  ofdoUarSffor  the  year  1816,  and  for 
tiucceeding  yeareji*^  and  bv  adding  to  the  end  of 
the  section  the  words  following:  '^Provided, 
nevertheUtSf  that  the  same  shall  be  in  force  so  far 
■s  may  be  necessary  to  complete  the  collection 
of  the  direct  tax  for  the  year  1815;"  therebjr 
proposing  a  total  repeal  of  the  act  imposing  a  di- 
rect tax. 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative— yeas  65,  nays  82, 
as  follows : 

YxAS — ^Messrs.  Atherton,  Baer,  Barbour,  Baylies, 
Boss,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Bry- 
an, Cady,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North 
Carolina,  Clayton,  Cooper,  Culpeper,  Edwards,  Oolds- 
boroagh,  Hale,  Hardin,  liawes,Heister,  Herbert,  Hun- 
geribrd,  Jackson,  Jewett,  King  of  Massachusetts,  King 
of  NorUi  Canrfina,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lyon,  Mason, 
McCoy,  McKee,  Moore,  Moeeley,  Noyes,  Parris,  PidL- 
ens,  Pitkin,  Reed,  Rice,  8he&y,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Stanford,  Steams,  Strong,  Stuart,  Stuiges,  Taggait, 
TaUmadge,  Taul,  Thomas,  Vose,  Ward  of  Maanchu- 
aatts.  Ward  of  New  York,  Webster,  Wheaton,  WU- 
ooz,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Baker, 
Bateman,  Bennett,  Betts,  Birdsall,  Birdseye,  Brooks, 
Bumaide,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell, 
Clark  of  Kentueky,  Comstock,Condact,  Conner,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Desha,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Gaston,  Gold,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hahn,  HaU, 
Hopkinson,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Irwin  of 
Pennsylvania,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Kenr  of 
Virginia,  Lovett,  Lowndea,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Maday, 
Mayrant,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mid- 
dleton.  Mills,  Milnor,  Nelson  of  Maanchusetts,  New- 
ton, Ormsby,  Pickering,  Pipavt  Pleasaata,  Remolds, 
Boane,  Robertson,  Root,  Ross,  Rnggles,  Sergeant, 
Savage,  Schenck,  Smith  of  Penuylvania,  Smith  of 
Maiyland,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Caro- 
Itaa,  Telfair,  Thnxm,  Tucker,  WaUace,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wilde,  Willonghby, 
Thomaa  Wilson,  WiUiam  Wilson,  Woodward,  and 
Yatca. 

Mr.  PiCKBBiRo  then  moved  further  to  amend 
the  said  bill  by  inserting  in  the  second  line  of  the 
aeeood  aectioD,  after  the  word  ^  hereby,"  the  word 


"  annually,''  and  by  strikini^  out  from  the  third 
aod  fourth  lines  the  following  words :  ^  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen ;" 
thereby  proposing  to  render  the  direct  tax  a  per- 
manent, and  not  an  annual  one. 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  wms 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  20,  nays  129,  as 
follows : 

Ybab — Messrs.  Bateman,  Birdseye,  Gaston,  Hop-* 
kinson,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  Yoik,  Jewett,  Kent, 
Law,  Lovett,  Mills,  Milnor,  Nelson  of  Massadinsetti, 
Pickering,  Sergeant,  Schenck,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Taytor  of  New  York,  Wendover,  and  William  WOson. 

NAvs-^Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Ather- 
ton, Baer,  Baker,  Barbour,  Baasett,  Baylies,  Bennett, 
Betts,  Birdsall,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Biig- 
ham,  Brooks,  Brown,  Biyan,  Bnmside,  Bnrwel^  Cady, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Champbn,  Chappell, 
Cilley,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clazk  of  Kentucky, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conner,  C^wford,  Creighton, 
Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Desha,  Bdwaids,  For- 
ney, Forsyth,  Gold,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Griffin, 
Hahn,  Hale,  Hall,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Heister,  Herbert, 
Hulbert,  Hungerford,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jackfon, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, King  of  North  Carolina,  Luigdon,  Lewis, 
Love,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Lyon,  Maclay,  Ma- 
son, Mayrant,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
McLean  of  Ohio,  Moore,  Moeeley,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Newton,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Piduns,  Piper,  Pit- 
kin, Pleasants,  Reynolds,  Rice,  Roane,  Robertson, 
Root,  Rosi,  Rnggles,  Savage,  Sharpe,  Shefley,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Steams, 
Strong,  Stuart,  Stniges,  Taggait,  TaUmadge,  Tate, 
Taul,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  TeUair,  Thomss^ 
Throop,  Townsend,  Tucker,  Vose,  Wallace,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New 
JerMy ,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Whiteside,  Wilooz,  Wilde, 
WiUiams,  WiUoughby,  Woodward,  Wright,  Yancey, 
and  Yates. 

Mr.  Lton  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  second 
section  of  the  bill ;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Matbamt  to  strike 
out  the  words  ^ three  mtttioiit,"  the  amount  of 
the  direct  tax  proposed  to  be  levied,  and  in  lieu 
thereof  to  insert  "•  two  mtttiofia/'  and  the  qaea- 
tioo  thereon  being  taken,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — ^yeas  54,  nays  96,  as  follows : 

YaAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Baer,  Baibonr,  Baasett, 
Breckenridge,  Brooki^  Biown,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Can- 
non, Clarke  of  North  CaroUna,  Desha,  Edwaida,  For- 
ney, Goldsborough,  Ctoodwyn,  Hall,  Havres,  Hnlbeit> 
Hungerford,  Jackaan,  Johnson  of  Kentodky,  King  of 
Maanchusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lewis,  Lyon, 
Mayrant,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean  of  Kenlttd:v, 
Noyes,  Orm^,  Parris,  Pickens,  Pitkin,  Reynolds, 
Rice,  Sharpe,  Shefiey,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanfoid, 
Strong,  Stuart,  Stnrges,  Tate,  Taul,  Thomaa,  Vose, 
Webster,  Wheaton,  WUoox,  Williams,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adgate,  Archer,  AtherUm,  Baker, 
Bateman,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Betts,  Birdsall,  Birdseye, 
Boss,  Bradbusy,  Brigham,  Bnmside,  Cady,  CsMwell, 
Calhoun,  Champion,  Chappell,  CiU^,  Claik  of  Kes* 
tncky,  Cbiyton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conner,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Cttlpoper,  Cuthbwrt,  Darlington,  For- 
syth, ChMton,  Gold,  Griffin,  Gtosvenor,  Hahn,  Hale, 
Herbert,  Hopkinson,  Ingbam,  Irving  of  New  York, 
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Irwia  of  PeniwfiTAiiia,  Jew«tt,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia, 
Langdon,  Law,  Love,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lompkin, 
I^Ie,  Mtday,  Mason,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton, 
SUlJs,  Milnor,  Moore,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Missacha- 
aetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Pickering,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Reed,  Roane,  Robertson,  Root,  Ross,  Rng- 
gleii,  Sergeant,  Savage,  Schenck,  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Smith  of  Msryland,  Steams,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Csro- 
Jina,  Telfair,  Throop,  Townsend,  Tneker,  Wallace, 
Ward  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wendover, 
VHuteside,  WUde,  Willoughby,  WiUiam  Wilson, 
Woodward;  and  Yates. 

Mr.  McLeaNi  of  Ohio,  mored  an  amendment, 
the  object  of  which  was,  in  case  the  States  of 
Ohio  or  Louisiana  should  assume  their  quota  of 
the  direct  tax,  to  authorize  the  Legislatures  to 
collect  their  proportion  of  the  same  from  the 
purchasers  of  public  land  from  the  Government, 
notwithstanding  any  provision  in  the  contract 
between  the  United  States  and  the  States  to  the 
contrary.  Thip  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  82, 
noes  45. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Tallmadob  to 
add  the  following  proviso  to  the  second  section 
thereof,  to  wit : 

'*  Prooidedy  That  so  much  of  the  fortieth  section  of 
the  aforesaid  act,  passed  on  the  9th  of  January,  1816, 
as  authorixes  any  State  to  assume  and  pay  its  quota 
of  the  direct  tax,  is  hereby  repealed.^' 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon^  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative.  The  question  was 
then  put,  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time?  It  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas 
106,  nays  46,  as  follows : 

YxAS— Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Ather- 
ton.  Baker,  Barbour,  Bsssett,  Bennett,  Betts,  Bbdsall, 
Birdseye,  Blount,  Breckenridge,  Brooks,  Bumside, 
Burwell,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell, 
Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
toii,  Clendennin,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conner,  Coojper, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Darhng- 
ton,  Desha,  Edwards,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Gold, 
Goodwyn,  Giiffin,  Hahn,  HaU,  Hawes,  Henderson, 
Herbert,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York, 
Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Kent,  Kerr  of  Pennsylvania,  Lewis,  Love,  Lowndes, 
liumpkin,  Lyle^  Lyon,  Maelay,  Majrrant,  McKee,  Mc- 
Lean of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  01uo»  Nelson  of  Viiw 
ginia,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Plea- 
aants,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Roane,  Robertson,  Root, 
Koss,  Sergeant,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Sheffey, 
8mith  of  Maryland,  Smit^  of  Virginia,  Southard, 
Taul,  Twflor  of  New  York,  Twrlor  of  South  Carolina, 
Telfair,  Thomas,  Townsend,  Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward 
of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wend- 
over,  Whiteside,  Wilde,  Willoughby,  WUUam  Wihrnn, 
Woodward,  Yanc^,  and  Yates. 

Nats— Messrs.  Baer,  Baylies,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brig- 
kam,  Brown,  Champion,  Cilley,  Davenfmrt,  Golds- 
borough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Heister,  Hopkinson,  Hul- 
bCTt,  Jewett,  King  of  Massaehusetti^  Langdon,  Law, 
Lovett,  Mason,  McCoy,  Mills,  Moore  of  South  Carolina, 
Moseley,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Noyes,  Pickering, 
Reed,  Rioe,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stanford, 
Steams,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge, 
Tate,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  Wilcox, 
Wilbams,  and  Wr^^ht. 


The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores  for  the  year  1816. 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  fill  up  the  blank,  for  this 
purpose,  with  $1,065;324— 

Mr.  Waigbt  opposed  this  amount,  and  pro- 
posed to  substitute  9560.000  in  lien  thereofl 

Mr.  Dbbba  said,  although  he  should  vote 
against  filling  the  blank  with  one  million  and 
sixty-five  thousand  dollars,  he  did  believe  that 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  was 
rather  under  the  mark,  and  was  in  hopes  that  the 
gentleman  would  modify  his  motion  from  five  to 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  was  suffi- 
cient to  answer  everjr  purpose  of  enabling  the 
Government  to  meet  its  engagements,  to  keep  lip 
and  regularly  progress  in  manufacturing  arms  of 
eyery  description  necessary  to  meet  a  state  of 
war,  let  it  occur  when  it  would,  as  well  as  to  fin- 
ish the  fortifications,  arsenals,  and  magazines, 
already  commenced,  and  construct  some  new 
ones.  Mr.  D.  said,  that  a  state  of  war  was  alwa vs 
a  state  of  extreme  expense:  that  he  could  not  be 
charged  with  a  want  of  liberality  pending  the 
late  war,  in  refusing  to  grant  men  or  money,  or 
anything  that  was  necessarjr  to  insure  an  ener- 
getic and  rigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  He 
said  that  he  had  supported  erery thing  (inde- 
pendent of  expense)  that  was  calculated  to  nerye 
the  national  arm  and  give  it  rigor,  knowing  the 
pMBopIe  would  not  hesitate  to  submit  to  any  priva- 
tions iu  defence  of  their  rights.  They  gave  per- 
sonal service  cheerfully,  and  paid  taxes  willingly; 
and  the  war  terminating  happily  and  trium- 
phantly, is  more  to  be  attributed  to  the  valor  and 
native  energies  of  tfaie  American  people  than 
management ;  and  I  rejoice  to  think,  that  while 
this  native  energy  exists  in  the  American  char- 
acter, this  country  never  can  be  subjugated,  even 
by  a  combination  of  despots,  independent  of  man- 
agement, or  who  may  be  at  the  helm.  The  war 
is  now  over;  it  was  happily  terminated;  he  felt 
disposed  to  retrench,  to  curtail  our  expenses,  and 
lighten  the  burdens  of  the  people,  who  acted  so 
meritoriously  throughout  the  most  trying  difficul- 
ties. Enormous  expenses  necessarily  result  from 
a  state  of  war,  but  now  was  the  time,  not  only  to 
retrench  in  our  expenses,  but  to  go  on  ad  eco- 
nomical scale.  Although  the  people  submitted 
without  a  murmur  to  heavy  burdens  to  sustain  a 
state  of  war,  where  their  rights  were  involved, 
they  will  expect  those  burdens  to  be  measurably 
removed  in  a  time  of  peace ;  they  wiU  expect 
frugality  from  our  hands  instead  of  profusion, 
and  they  have  a  right  to  expect  it. 

Gentlemen  tell  you  that  one  million  and  sixty- 
five  thonsaad  dollars  is  necessary  to  fulfil  engage- 
ments entered  into  in  relation  to  the  Ordnance 
department.  If  this  was  the  case  I  would  not 
hesitate  a  moment  to  grant  it.    I  hold  paactu: 
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alitj  to  be  essedtiai  in  Gtoveroments  as  well  «8 
individoals.  There  is  not  a  man  in  this  House 
who  would  go  greater  lengths  to  preserve  the 
character  of  the  nation  than  I  would,  or  prevent 
its  honor  from  being  eompromitted;  but  if  gen- 
tlemen would  cast  their  eyes  over  the  document 
that  was  this  morning  laid  on  their  tables,  they 
would  discover  this  not  to  be  the  fact ;  they  would 
discover  that  it  requires  only  two  hundred  and 
ninety  thousand  dollars  to  meet  the  engagements 
in  the  Ordnance  department.  I  am  willing  to 
give  every  facilitjr  to  the  Ordnance  department, 
and  if  the  one  million  and  sixty-five  thousand 
dollars,  as  contemplated,  was  to  be  appropriated 
for  one  year  only,  I  should  not  hesitate  about  it; 
but  it  is  intended,  agreeable  to  the  provisions  of 
the  bill,  as  an  annual,  a  permanent  regulation. 
As  a  permanent  regulation.  I  thinJc  that  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  would  not  only  be  an  am- 
ple, but  a  liberal  appropriation.  It  would  not 
only  enable  Government  to  comply  with  its  en- 
gagements, but  finish  the  arsenals,  magazines,  and 
fortifications  that  have  been  commenced,  and  to 
construct  new  ones  if  it  is  found  necessary.  Mr. 
D.  said,  he  had  not  as  much  confidence  in  fortifi- 
tions  for  the  defence  of  our  extensive  coast  or 
frontiers  as  some  gentlemen  appeared  to  have; 
he  depended  mote  on  the  yeomanry  of  the  coun- 
try, under  proper  organization  and  discipline,  to 
deter  foreign  Powers  from  encroaching  on  our 
rights,  or  making  a  descent  on  our  territory,  than 
batteries,  fortifications,  or  even  such  a  standing 
army  as  this  country  will  ever  be  willing  to  keep 
up,  while  the  people  retain  their  present  republi- 
can habits,  which  I  hope  will  be  while  time  lasts. 
Notwithstanding  the  good  old  doctrine  of  1796, 
that  a  well  organized  militia  is  the  bulwark  of 
our  safety  and  the  sheet-anchor  of  our  liberty, 
has  been  measurably  exploded,  and  the  predilec- 
tion is  so  strong  in  favor  of  armies  and  expensive 
establishments,  that  it  is  almost  unfashionable  to 
mention  militia,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  the  militia,  under  a  proper  organization,  is 
not  only  the  cheapestj  but  the  strongest  and  l^st 
walls,  Mitteries,  or  fortifications,  you  can  have  for 
the  defence  of  this  country,  as  well  as  the  most 
congenial  with  the  nature  of  our  Government 
and  the  habits  of  the  people.  I  know  that  it  is 
necessary  to  keep  up  a  portion  of  regular  forces 
to  take  care  of  our  garrisons,  and  to  keep  them 
from  dilapidating,  as  well  as  to  keep  our  arms  in 
repair.  But  I  venture  to  say,  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, that  our  little  Army,  according  to  the 
number  of  forces,  is  the  most  expensive  in  the 
world.  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  will  cost  the 
Government  for  the  present  year,  independent  of 
the  million  and  sixty-five  thousand  dollars  con- 
templated by  this  bill,  for  the  Ordnance  depart- 
ment, nearly  five  millions  of  dollars.  What 
would  it  be  if  we  were  to  lay  aside  our  confidence 
in  the  militia,  and  increase  the  regular  forces  so 
as  to  amount  to  an  adequate  defence  and  strength 
in  ease  of  emergencies  ?  Why,  it  would  ulti- 
mately engulph  this  country  in  rain— it  would 
finally  prostrate  its  liberties.  It  is  presumed  that 
ai  portion  of  the  direct  tax  will  have  to  be  con- 


tinued for  one  yeiir,  to  meet  the  ordinary  or 
extraordinary  expense  incurred  by  the  lale  ne- 
cessary but  expensive  war,  and  aid  the  Govern- 
ment rn  settling  up  claims  for  property  lost  while 
in  the  service.     JBut  if  you  continue  to  go  on 
in  this  extrava^nt  style,  for  expensive  fortifi- 
cations, expensive  armies,  expensive  and  exten- 
sile navies,  (further  than  a  moderate  increase^ 
providing  gradually  for  the  defence  of  our  ports 
and  barlwrs,  to  expel  nmmoders  from  oar  wafers, ' 
and  give  a  reasonahle  protection  to  our  com* 
merce,)  you  will  have  to  lay  additional  botdens 
on  the  people;  you  will  have  to  incteaae  your 
present  taxes,  resort  to  a  new  system,  or  involve 
the  Grovernment  in  a  lasting  national  debt.    But 
why  do  I  talk  of  economy  1    The  expression  is 
unfashionable.    Expensive  establishments  are  the 
order  of  the  day.    it  would  seem  that  gentlemen 
have  no(  taken  into  the  account  where  the  money 
is  to  come  from  to  support  such  high  notions. 
Gentlemen  certainly  have  not  reflected  that  it 
must  ultimately  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
people.    They  will  let  them  know,  in  language 
perhaps  that  will  not  be  altogether  pleasant,  that 
both  them  and  their  extravagant  projects  must  go 
down  together.    I  hope  it  will  not  be  considered 
ofieosive  to  say  thai  m  the  districts  we  repnsent 
there  are  a  number  as  capable  of  judeing,  as  o«r» 
selves.    They  will  serottnise  our  aeta,  and  when 
they  find  that  our  hands  bear  heavy  on  them,  they 
will  api^y  the  corrective.    Mr.  D.  said  he  felici- 
tated the  gentleman  from  Georgia  on  his  happy 
facility  in  attaching  ridicule  to  everything  said 
that  did  not  comport  with  his  ideas  of  propriety. 
He  said  he  had  attended  closely  to  the  specimen  of 
elofuenee  the  gisntlemaa  had  favored  the  House 
with  on  thisoeeasioB^  and,  agreeable  to  his  under- 
standing of  it,  it  was,  io  iabstaaee^  simply  tlMs*-<- 
thatthe  Secretary  of  War  had  recoBMaended  the 
appronrialioo  of  one  nullion  and  siacty-flve  thoo- 
saad  Mlam  for  the  Ordnance. department,  and  it 
ovght  to  be  granted,    Mr.  D*  said  he  had  the  high» 
est  opinion  of  the  talenes,  capacity,  iotegf  ity,  and 
purity  of  intentions  of  that  nigh  and  responsible 
officer,  but  he  had  too  mueh  eonfidenee  in  hie 
correct  Republican  principles  to  believe  that  the 
Secretary  wished  his  recommendation  to  be  bind- 
ing  where  it  did  not  convince  the  reason.    As  a 
representative  of  freemen,  I  certainly  shall  take 
the  libertjr  of  exercising  my  own  judgment  on 
this  occasion,  as  well  as  all  others  that  are  laid 
before  me  for  examination ;  and  I- do  believe  that 
we  aie  going  on  in  a  degree  of  profusion  not  warr 
ranted  by  the  occasion.    I  do  believe  that  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  a  permanent  annual 
appropriation  for  the  Ordnance  department,  is  not 
only  ample,  but  liberal,  and  that  the  blank  in  the 
bill  ought  not  to  be  filled  with  one  million  and 
sixty-five  thoasand  dolkrs. 

On  theqnestion  to  coaeur  in  the  amount  report- 
ed by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  there  arose 
a  considerable  debate ;  Mr.  Wrioht,  Mr.  Golos- 
BOROUQB,  and  Mr.  Kino  of  Massachusetts  ogpoe- 
ing,  and  Mr.  SanTH  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Foh- 
STTB,  advocating  this  amount. 

Mr.  JoHNBON,  of  Kentucky,  said,  the  appro- 
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priatioa  formed  a  pare  of  the  geoarai  estimate 
for  the  War  Department,  and  nothing  but  the 
urffency  of  the  case  had  induced  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  recommend  the  passage  of  a  separate 
Jaw  previous  to  the  seneral  appropriation.  Mr. 
J.  said  he  could  not  have  anticipated  objections 
to  the  bill,  after  its  objects  had  been  submitted  to 
the  House. 

Arsenals,  magazines,  military  depots,  ordnance 
stores  of  every  description,  and  munitions  of 
war,  were  considered  as  indispensable  to  the  se- 
curity of  everv  nation,  in  peace  as  well  as  in 
war ;  and  while  reasonable  objections  might  be 
urged  as  to  many  objects  of  expenditure,  in  this 
he  thought  there  should  be  but  one  opinion,  after 
the  experience  of  the  late  war«  The  duty  of  the 
ordnance  corps  was  very  important  to  the  nation, 
and  the  present  provision  was  indispensable  to 
their  continued  and  successful  operation,  in  col« 
lectiog  public  property  ;  in  finishing  the  arsenals 
and  magazines,  which  were  in  a  state  of  pro* 
gression,  and  the  hands  now  employed  in  them ; 
the  operations  of  the  public  armories  at  Spring- 
field and  Harper's  Ferry ;  the  public  and  private 
cannon  foundries,  and  manuiaetories  ot  small 
arms.  The  corps  of  ordnance  was  composed, 
he  said,  generally  of  valuable  officers,  scientific 
and  practical  men,  and  the  privates  were  mc" 
chanics,  enlisted  like  other  soldiers,  such  as  gun- 
smiths,  wheelwrights,  blacksmiths,  and  carpen- 
ters, of  various  descriptions.  A  considerable  sum 
was  due  to  these  laborers  and  others,  employed 
in  finishing  these  valuable  works;  money  was 
due  for  the  materials  furnished,  and  he  did  not 
suppose  that  any  gentiaman  would  wish  to  leave 
these  public  worl^  unfinished,  to  lose  the  money 
expended  on  them  that  others  might  be  built ; 
nor  did  he  suppose  any  wished  to  dismiss  th^e 
laborers,  or  dismiss  this  useful  corps. 

Besides  the  places  where  arsenals  and  maga- 
zines had  been  commenced,  other  sites  had  been 
fixed  upon  to  commence  and  create  others,  that 
the  United  States  might  hava  theii  own  military 
depots  for  their  ordnance  stores,  cannon,  muskets, 
riflo,  powder,  balls,  fixed  ammunition,  camp 
equipage,  and  not  be  dependent  upon  privata 
store-houses,  as  was  the  case  during  the  hue  war, 
and  cost  the  Government  near  $500,000 ;  aor  to 
let  the  property  injure  and  ruin,  after  being  pur- 
chased, for  want  of  safekeeping.  He  statra  that 
the  positions  for  the.  arsenals  and  magazines  in 
the  different  parts  of  the  United  States  had  been 
^fleeted  with  a  view  to  any  future  war.  The 
position  was  secure  andaonvenieat  $  and  in  ease 
of  sucoessfttl  invaaton,  such  would  be  the  con** 
slruetioa  that  the  military  depots  could  be  de- 
fended by  a  company  of  men  against  a  large 
force ;  the  walls  were  to  be  cannoo*proof,  and 
eighteen  feet  high,  and  defendable  on  every  side 
with  artillery.  , 

It  is  necessary  that  this  should  be  the  case,  as 
some  millions  of  property  may  be  deposited  at 
one  of  these  military  depots  at  the  same  time. 
But,  independent  of  the  vast  sum  of  upwards  of 
$400,000  paid  in  a  war  of  kss  than  three  years 
for  the  want  of  these  places  of  safer  deposite. 


the  expenses  of  extra  transportation  of  the  muni- 
tions of  war,  and  camp  equipage,  from  one  to 
other  parts  of  the  United  States  (increased  ex- 
pense) could  not  amount  to  less  thaa  a  million  of 
dollars,  and  to  this  it  would  be  proper  to  add  the 
incalculable  consequences  which  did  result  on 
on  many  occasions  for  want  of  cannon,  armS| 
ammunition,  camp  equipage,  medical  stores,  ^c 
It  is  impossible  to  say  what  different  results 
might  have  followed  a  welUdigested  and  organ- 
ized system  of  an  ordnance  office,  some  few  years 
previous  to  the  declaration  of  war. 

But  this  appropriation  is  also  to  continue  the 
operations  of  the  armories,  public  and  private^ 
now  engaged  in  the  service  or  the  United  States; 
and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  gentlemen  do  not 
wish  to  diminish  the  present  manufaciure.  of 
arms,  estimated  at  90,000  stand  annually ;  mora 
especially  as  it  is  said,  that  at  this  moment  the 
United  States  could  not  muster  80,000  stand  of 
arms  fit  for  use.  The  third  object  of  the  appro- 
priation is  to  enable  the  Qovernment  to  comply 
with  contraets  which  they  have  made  with  in- 
dividuals or  companies,  and  to  meet  existing  eur 
gagaaients,  all  of  which  originated  during  th^ 
lato  war,  and  with  individaals  who  had  fai^  in 
their  contracts  with  the  Qovernment,  and  from 
advances  made  remained  in  debt  to  various 
amounts; and  to  secure  these  arrearages,  eon.UafCtp 
were  renewed  with  these  individuals,  who  have 
been  compelled  to  give  good  security,  rather  than 
leopardizethat  which  was  due  to  the  tfnited.  Siat^ 
by  a  tedious  law  suit;  and  in  man^r  cases  the  injip 
vidualfailed  without  any  fault  of  his  own,  from  tba 
pressure  of  the  times.  Under  these  circumatanaei 
the  Government  pursued  the  wise  course  of  sectts* 
iuf  suah  ordnance  stores  as  could  not  be  dispensed 
w&tb.  In  concluding  these  remarks,  Mr.  J.  aai4 
it  was  necessary  to  state,  that  in  relation  to  arse- 
nals, magazines,  timber,  &e.,  the  appropriation  at 
a  subsequent  period  must  be  lessenea,  as  these 
objects  of  expenditure  will  have  been  completed; 
and,  indeed,  as  we  increase  our  military  stores 
the  annual  appropriation  may  diminish,  but  it 
will  be  indispensably  necessary  to  make  annual 
appropriations  to  a.  reasonable  extent  to  manu- 
facture arms,  continue  to  improve  the  public  al^• 
mories,  to  purchase  munitions  of  war,  militajFjf 
stores,  SbQ, 

The  letter  from  the  Secreury  of  War  gives 
the  following  estimate  (with  details)  of  the  ap- 
propriation be  deems  necessary  for  the  year : 

For  the  United  States  Armory  at  Spring- 
field        9166,798 

For  do.  at  Harper's  Fenry  -  -  -  179,064 
For  erecting  and  completing  arsenals,  de- 
pets,  dtc,  as  prescribed  -  ...  467,766 
For  tifflber  to  be  seasoned  76^660 
For  coata,  steel,  iron,  materials,  dtc  -  79,006 
For  snount  of  existing  contracts  for  artielss 

to  be  delivered  in  1816,  viz : 

For  gunpowder         -                -        -        -  98,060 

Csnnon  and  shot,  shells,  &c.     ...  111,000 

Muskets  snd  rifles 89,000 

Transportation  of  ordnance,  dbc.       -       •  33,000 

It  was  on  the  one  hand  contended,  the  amount 
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oT  appropriatJoD  proposed  was  extravagaDt,  ud- 
der  present  circumstances  entirely  too  large,  and 
calculated  unnecessarily  to  burden  the  people 
without  adequate  object.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  advocates  of  the  appropriation  pointed  to  the 
items  of  the  report,  and  supported  the  policy  of 
authorizing  the  proposed  expenditure  on  general 
principles  of  forecast  and  providence. 

The  question  on  concurring  with  the  Com- 
mittee was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  92, 
nays  48,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Adg ate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Baker, 
Barbour,  Bassett,  Btteman,  Beits,  Birdsall,  Birdseye, 
Blonnt,  Brooks,  Bryaii,  Bumside,  Caldwell,  Calhoon, 
Cannon,  Cbappell,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clendennin, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuthbert, 
Darlington,  Edwards,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gold,  Good- 
wyn.  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hanson,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Hender- 
son, Hopkinson,  Hulbert,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irving 
of  New  lfork»  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of 
Viiginia,  King  of  North  Carolina,  LoTe,  Lowndes, 
Lumpkin,  Mtclay,  Mason,  Mayrant,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tucky, Middleton,  Moore,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Panis,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants, 
Reynolds,  Roane,  Robertson,  Root,  Roes,  S^eant, 
Savage,  Bharpe,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Southard,  Taylor  of  Nelir  York,  Taylor  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Te]£ur,  Thomas,  Throon,  Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward 
of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wendover, 
Wilde,  Wilkin,  Williams,  WiUoughby,  William  Wil- 
son.  Woodward,  Yancey,  and  Yates. 

Nats— Messrs.  Atherton,  Baylies,  Boss,  Bradbury, 
Breckenridge,  Brigbam,  Brown,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Clayton,  Cooper,  Culoeper,  Davenport,  Desha,  Golds- 
borough,  Heister,  Herbert,  Jewett,  ICent,King  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Langdon,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyon,  Mills,  Mil- 
nor,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Massachosetts,  Npyes,  Pick- 
fldng.  Reed,  Rice,  Rnggles,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Stanford,  Strong,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge,  Tate,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  Whiteside,  WUcox,  and  Wright. 

Tbe  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow. 


Wednesdat,  February  14. 

Mr.  Bradbury  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
merchants  and  inhabitants  oi  Portland,  in  the 
District  of  Maine^  complaining  of  the  loss  of  their 
fisheries,  the  West  India  trade,  and  plaster  trade ; 
and  suggesting^  the  propriety  of  imposing  extra 
duties  on  foreign  vessels  and  mercaandise  im- 
ported in  them,  coming  from  places  from  which 
our  vessels  are  excluded.— Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs. . 

Mr.  RuGQLEB  presented  a  petition  of  a  conven- 
tion lately  held  m  the  county  of  Norfolk,  in  tbe 
State  of  Massachusets,  praying  that  the  mails 
may  not  be  opened  or  transported  on  Sundays.— 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Hopkinson  presented  a  petition  of  Lewis 
Enters  and  William  Zeigler,  praying  the  aid  and 
patronage  of  Congress  in  carrying  into  execution 
a  discovery  which  they  have  lately  made,  of  pro- 
ducing light  from  the  gas  of  stone  coal. — Referred 
to  Messrs.  HopkiMsonj  Condict,  and  Haves. 


Mr.EASTON  presented  sundry  resolutions  passed 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri, 
upon  the  subject  of  land  titles  in  said  Territory. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Cbappell,  from  the  Conmiittee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  act  to  increase  the 
pensions  of  Robert  White  and  Jacob  Wriffhter," 
with  amendments ;  which  were  read,  and  tnelrst 
thereof  was  disagreed  to;  when  the  said  report 
and  bill  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Malcolm,  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Edward  Hallowell. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fobstth,  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  provision  for  those  American 
seamen,  who  were  wounded,  and  for  the  widows 
and  families  of  those  who  were  killed,  at  Dartmoor 
Prison  on  tbe  6th  of  April,  1815. 

Oo  motion,  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  PudHc  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  extending 
relief  and  certain  permissions  to  the  settlers  oq 
the  public  lands,  embraced  by  the  proclamation 

of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dated 

day  of  — •  1815,  upon  such  reasonable  conditions 
as  will  not  prejudice  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  United  States,  excepting  such  characters  and 
settlers  as  may  have  used  any  violence,  or  made 
any  resistance  to  the  authority  of  the  United 
States. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  the  direct  tax  upon  the  United 
States  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  year 
1816,"  was  read  the  third  time.  Mr.  Caot  moved 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  and  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative;  the  question 
was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  upon  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
''to  increase  the  pensions  of  Robert  White  and 
Jacob  Wrighter :"  whereupon  the  said  report  and 
bill  were  recommitted  to  the  said  committee. 

W£8T  INDIA  TRADE. 
Mr.  BuRWELL  moved  the  following  motion : 

"R€8ohedi  That  the  Secretsiy  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  inform  the  House  whether  discriminating 
duties  aie,  at  this  time,  levied  in  ports  of  the  Unitsd 
States,  on  British  vessels  arriving  mm  the  West  Indies, 
and  laden  vrith  West  India  produce." 

Mr.  BuBWELL  said,  he  should  not  offer  many 
remarks,  to  show  the  propriety  of  this  resolution; 
he  was  satisfied  they  would  not  be  required.  T^e 
petitions  offered  to  the  House  bad  given  much 
importance  to  the  subject,  and  he  was  convinced 
they  had  taken  a  view  of  it  not  entirely  correct* 
The  petitioners  seemed  to  state,  that  they  hare 
to  struggle  against  the  impediments  thrown  in 
their  way  by  the  British  colonial  policy,  withoat 
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any  coanterTailing  adyantages,  in  our  own  ports. 
Uoless  he  misunderstood  the  provisions  of  the 
lace  eonrention,  an  equality  of  tonnage  duty  and 
imposts  upon  the  cargoes,  had  been  confined  to 
vessels  coming  from  the  British  European  posses- 
sions, and  goods  the  product  of  those  possessions ; 
the  existing  laws,  applicable  to  foreign  trade  and 
produce,  were  enforced  affainst  the  British  colo- 
nial trade.  This  seemed  the  natural  construction, 
and  he  had  little  doubt  the  instructions  from  the 
Treasury  Department  to  the  collectors  were  con- 
formable to  it ;  if  thev  are  not,  the  House  should 
be  informed.  Aecoruing  to  ezistine  laws,  all  ves- 
sels coming  from  the  Brtish  West  fodies,  are  sub- 
ject, until  the  30th  of  June,  to  ten  per  cent.  dis» 
criminating  duty  in  favor  of  American  vessels, 
and  the  tonnage  duty  of  two  dollars  laid  by 
that  act ;  after  that  period,  to  the  same  discrimi- 
nation upon  an  advance  upon  the  old  duties  of 
forty-two  per  cent.  These,  said  Mr.  B.  are  im- 
portant advantages,  and  such  as  will  operate  fa- 
vorably in  competition  with  British  navigation 
in  our  own  ports.  Should  any  other  arrangements 
become  necessary,  they  should  be  left  with  the 
treaty-making  power,  to  which  it  naturally  be- 
longed, and  it  was  fair  to  suppose  it  would  receive 
the  most  proper  attention.  Under  an^  view  of 
the  subject,  the  House  should  know  officially  the 
extent  to  which  the  laws  in  force  operated,  to  es- 
timate justly  the  additional  provisons  required  by 
the  state  of  that  trade. 

Mr.  BRAnBURT  expressed  his  assent  to  the  res- 
olution, but  wished  ic  modified  so  as  to  embrace 
all  the  British  colonies. 

It  was  replied  by  Mr.  Burwell,  that  the  amend- 
ment would  be  verbal  and  not  substantial,  as  the 
operation  of  the  convention  on  the  existing  rev- 
enue  laws  upon  the  British  West  India  possessions, 
would  equally  apply  to  all  their  colonies. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

ORDNANCE,  dec. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores, 
was  read  the  ahird  time,  and  passed— yeas  107, 
nays  46,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Hmtn.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Baker, 
Barbour,  Basselt,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Betts,  Bixdsall, 
Birdfl(^e,  Blount,  Brooks,  Bryan,  Bnrnaide,  Burwell, 
Ca^y,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Clarke  of  North 
Carolina,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Ctondannin,  Clopton, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conner,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Cutbbert,  Darlington,  Desha,  Edwards,  Forney,  For- 

Sth,  Gaston,  Glasgow,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hahn,  Hall, 
ammondt  Hanson,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Hopkinson, 
Hnlbert,  Hungerfoid,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of  Virginia*  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Love,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyle, 
Maday,  Mason,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean  of 
Kentud^y,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton,  Moore,  New- 
ton, Ormsby,  Parris,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Powell, 
Keynolds,  Roane,  Robertson,  Root,  Ross,  Sergeant, 
Savage,  Mwnek,  Sharpe,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Southard,  Taul,  Taylor  of  New  York, 
Tayknr  of  South  Carolina,  TeUairi  Thomas,  Throop^ 
Townsend,  Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  York, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wilde, 


Wilkin,  WtUiams,  Willoughby,  Thomas  Wilson,  Wil- 
liam  Wilson,  Woodward,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Atherton,  Baer,  Baylies,  Boss,  Brad- 
bury, Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Cooper,  Cnlpeper,  Davenport,  Goldsborongh,  HsJe, 
Jewett,  Kent,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Langdon,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyon^  Milnor,  Moseley,  Nelson  of 
Massachnseits,  Noyes,  Pickering,  Reed,  Rice,  Rnggles^ 
Shefley,  Smith  of  Pennsi^vania»  Stanlbrd,  Steams, 
Strongs  Stuart,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  TaUmadge,  Tato, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton, 
Wilcox,  and  Wright 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Vvhole,  on  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  officers,  non-com- 
missioned officers,  and  privates  of  the  volunteers 
and  militia,  who  have  been  killed  in  battle,  died 
in  service,  or  of  wounds  received  while  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  war. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  by  the 
Committee  in  discussing  various  amendments  to 
the  details  of  the  bill.  Before  the  subject  waa 
finished,  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment  arrived-^ 
when  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Thursday,  February  15. 

Mr.  Latti MORE  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  of  Mississippi, 
praying  that  the  members  of  the  Convention 
proposed  to  be  held  in  said  Territory,  to  form  a 
constitution,  may  be  apportioned  among  the  coun- 
ties, according  to  the  white  population  in  each.-« 
Referred  to  the  Committee  oftbe  Whole,  on  the 
bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government. 

The  Spjbakbr  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  requesting 
that  measures  may  be  adopted,  with  respect  to  a 
certain  tract  of  land  in  said  Territory,  claimed 
by  the  Shawanese  and  Delaware  Indians.^Re- 
ferred  to  the  Seoretary  of  State. 

Mr.  RoBBRTSON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
the  trustees  of  the  Vincennes  University,  which 
waa  t&Ldj  when,  Mr.  R.  reported  a  bill  confirm- 
ing the  Utles  of  certain  purchasers  of  land,  who 
purchased  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the 
Vincennes  University ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RoBBBTsoN  also  reported  a  bill  relating  to 
settlera  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States;  which 
waa  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Chappbll,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Young  King,  a  Chief  of  the  Sen- 
eca tribe  of  Indians ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Chappbll,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen* 
sioos  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  with 
amendments  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  re- 
lief of  Robert  White,  Jacob  Wtighter,  and  others, 
soldiers  in  the  late  army.    The  House  consamea 
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some  time  in  seuUn^  tae  amoimt  of  pension  to 
be  allowed  the  persons  named,  whose  cases  ez- 
dited  no  little  interest  from  having  been  severely 
woanded  and  entirely  disabled  in  the  late  war ; 
after  which  the  ameaiiffiettts  were  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and,,  with  the  bill,  to  be  read  a  thir4 
time« 

The  SPEAEBft  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice, transmitting  an  estimate  of  the  number  of 
acres  of  land  to  which  rights  of  pre-emption  have 
been  granted ;  also  a  statement  of  the  difference 
in  the  amount  of  money  receiyed  for  lands  sold  at 
public  and  at  private  sale ;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  which 
is  annexed  a  ^atemeot  of  the  valuation  of  lands, 
lots,  and  dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  made  under 
the  act  laying  a  direct  tax,  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolution  of  the  18th  instant ;  which  was  read 
and  ordei:ed  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  messaffe  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  senate  insist  on  their  disamement  to 
the  amendments,  proposed  by  this  House,  to  the 
bill  "  concerning  the  convention  to  regulate  the 
commerce  between  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty,''  and  agree  to 
the  conference  asked  bv  this  House,  and  have  ap- 
pointed managers  on  their  part* 

MILITARY  SERVICES. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  further  pro- 
vision for  military  services  duf  inff  the  late  war. 

A  motion  made  yesterdav  by  Mt •  Cariioii,  to 
strike  out  the  3d  section  of  the  bill,  which  pro* 
vides  a  bounty  of  land  to  the  deranired  officers  of 
the  late  army,  still  under  consideration. 

This  motion  produced  a  discussion  which  oc- 
cupied nearly  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Jqbkson,  of  Kentucky,  said,  be  had  ex- 
pected some  observations  in  favor  or  the  bill  from 
other  members,  and  he  had  wafted  in  that  expec- 
tation until  the  question  was  about  to  be  put  to 
the  Committee;  but  as  objections  had  been  made 
to  some  of  the  sections,  be  considered  it  his  duty 
to  submit  some  views  for  the  consideration  m 
those  whose  duty  it  was  to  decide  upon  the  expe* 
diency  of  meftiures  reported  by  the  Military  Ctm^ 
mittee  for  their  sanetion.  Two  leading  objections 
have  been  made  to  the  second  section  of  the  bill, 
which  proposes  a  donation  in  land  to  the  offioers 
of  the  late  army  who  were  deranged  by  the  con- 
solidation of  r^^iments  during  tto  war,  and  who 
were  dismissed  the  service  on  the  15th  of  May, 
1815,  by  the  act  reducing  the  army  from  sixty- 
two  thousand  to  tea  thousand  men,  after  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war  on  the  17th  of  February, 
1815.  First,  it  is  alleged  that  we  have  nor  em- 
braced the  soldiers  as  well  as  the  officers.  Rvery 
member  in  this  House^  and  every  citiaen  out  of 
it,  ought  to  know  that  we  have  already  provided 
for  the  soldier  of  the  r»i;ular  army,  both  in  land 
and  in  money :  every  soUier  of  the  rmlar  army, 
at  his  honoraua  discharge  froaa  the  pmSlic  aervic^ 


was  entitled  to  either  one  hundred  and  sixty,  or 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  and  the 
reuined  bounty  of  twenty-four  dollars,  according 
to  the  terms  of  enlistmenL  In  addition  to  this, 
the  soldier  was  clothed  and  fed,  received  his  eight 
dollars  per  month,  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, besides  the  'retained  bounty  of  twenty-four 
dollars ;  and  in  all  such  cases  where  the  soldier 
dies  in  the  service,  whether  by  wounds,  or  disease, 
or  accident,  his  heirs  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  at 
the  provision  to  which  he  was.  entitled,  although 
he  might  have  died  the  next  day  after  entering 
the  service ;  and  as  some  of  these  regular  soldiers^ 
under  eightjeen  yeaia  and  over  forty-five,  had  not 
the  riffht  to  the  bounty  land,  we  have  in  this  bill 
intended  to  give  them  and  their  heirs  the  same 
provisions  in  land  and  money  bounty  $  thus  it  was 
the  very  first  care  of  the  Miliiarv  Committee  to 
see  the  faithful  soldier  provided  for  in  conae- 
quence  of  his  &ithful  services.  The  faithful  sd- 
dier  deserved  all  this  for  his  toil  and  suffering; 
and  in  case  of  woiuda,  to  this  add  the  provision 
of  a  pension  for  life.  The  laiftd  and  bounty  alone, 
to  which  the  soldiers  of  the  late  war  are  entitled, 
will  amouat  to  at  least  tea  million  of  acres.  Un- 
der this  view,  can  we  reasonably  oppose  the  {m-q* 
vision  of  land  and  bountjr  to  the  omcers,  which 
will  not  amount  to  one  million  of  acres,  becauae 
we  make  no  farther  provision  for  the  soldier  1  If 
that  objection  be  a  good  one,  why  not  offer  an 
amendment  to  embrace  the  soldier?  No  such 
proposition  has  beea  nude,  because  we  must  be 
governed  by  our  capacity  and  not  our  inclinations; 
our  bounty  should  be  equally  dispensed  to  the 
offiyeer  and  soldier,  and  not  extend  to  one  aid  and 
comfort  and  refuse  it  to  the  other;  and  if  gentle- 
inen  oppose  a  measure  of  bounty  where  no  pro- 
vision has  been  made ;  a  much  greater  opposition 
and  more  rational  would  have  been  made  to  a 
measure  proposing  relief  where  a  liberal  zelief 
had  been  granted.  Liberality,  as  well  as  justice, 
has  its  equal  scales,  and  in  a  national  point  of 
view  impartiality  in  one  is  as  important  as  in  the 
other.  We  moat  therefore  eonsider  this  objection 
as  cutting  both  waya,  operating  equally  against 
the  officer,  as  to  the  proposed  bounty^  uid  aa  to 
the  soldtec  ii^instany  addttional  pto«isioa»  The 
second  oh^eetiQa  arises  fram  ita  Unaitatloii-  to  the 
officers  of  the  regulwr  aimv ;  in  ofibev  word%  that 
the  proviaioo  does  not  esabrace  the  sea  ienoiUea 
the  rangers,  the  militia,  the  twelve  montha  ana 
eighteen  months'  volunteers,  who  were  engaged 
in  the  late  war,  who  would  amoii^nt  to  at  mat 
three  huadred  thousand  men,  which  would  re- 
quire at  beast  fiAy  millions  of  acres  of  land,  which 
at  two  dollars  would  amount  tq  one  hundred  mil- 
lion of  dollacs— a  sum  almost  equal  to  the  na- 
tional debt  now  due  of  the  Revolutionary  w«r 
and  of  the  late  wa^r.  The  Military  Committee 
had  a  difficult,  task  to  perform.  If  their  feelings 
and  affections  could  have  had  the  sole  infioenee 
in  their  decision^  the  present  provisions  woiU4 
have  fallen  lar  short  of  thmr  wishes  In  the  dia- 
chai^  of  the  important  duties  which  devolved 
upon  them,  they  wore  compelled  to  coaaslt,  fitat 
tUmim  Qiy^  leaaoo,  judgment,  and  oonscienoe ;  aeo^ 
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ondly,  the  feelings,  the  opioions,  and  wishes  of 
Conmss,  as  far  as  they  could  be  ascertained; 
tbiroly,  the  wishes,  the  feelings,  the  honorable 
sentiment  of  the  nation,  and  the  jost  expectations 
of  the  party  concerned.  It  could  not  be  forgotten, 
that  at  the  last  sessioa  of  Congress  a  proposition 
like  the  present  passed  the  fitouse,  after  very 
warm  opposition,  and  was  finally  rejected  in  the 
Senate  $  we  had,  therefore,  to  look  at  practicable 
results,  which  always  fall  short  of  what  we  would 
desire  to  do^  and  it  was  much  to  be  re|^retted  that 
it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  committee  to  rec- 
omiQead  more  efieotual  meaeures  of  relief  for  the 
officer  and  soldier  of  every  description.  The  ca- 
pacity and  condition  of  the  country  were  also 
consoited  and  kept  in  mind — the  various  heavy 
demands  against  it,  and  the  great  amqtuit  of  un* 
liquidated  claims  which  must  be  paid  as  soon  as 
settled ; -thus  limited  in  the  discharge  of  gratitude 
to  those  who  have  served  us  so  faithfullv,  it  is  to 
be  lamented  that  we  should  be  divided  on  the 
stthjeet.  We  can  easily  ascertain  the  number  of 
dismissed  and  deranged  officers.  Mr.  Johnson 
said  he  had  the  official  statement;  about  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  field  and  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred refimenial  officers  had  been  dismissed.  And 
becaose  we  could  not  extend  to  three  hundred 
thousand  men  a  bounty  in  land,  was  it  a  good 
argument  a^inst  a  bounty  to  these?  Mr.  J. 
said  the  peoide,  or  in  other  words,  the  militia, 
have  never  claimed  such  bounty ;  they  have  never 
expected  such  bounty ;  they  would  object  to  such 
a  pvodigaf  waste  of  public  lands,  which  would  be 
thrown  into  the  market  in  such  quantity  as  to 
letseo  its  market  value  to  a  cent,  and  millions  of 
aiures  would  fall  into  the  hands  of  rich  specula- 
tors. 

Capital  and  fortune  might  be  benefitted  bv  such 
a  course,  but  not  the  private  soldier ;  ana  such 
serious  enoroachment  upon  the  national  domain 
would  very  much  lessen  the  resources  of  revenue 
from  the  sale  of  public  lands;  the  consequence  of 
which  would  be  additi<HMl  taxation.  The  im- 
practicability  of  the  measure  prevented  a  propp- 
aitioft  of  the  kind,  and  the  acquiescence  of  all  in 
this  sentiment  is  tested  by  a  failure  in  any  mem- 
beff  t»  propose  such  amendments  as  will  embrace 
these  oases. 

But,  in  the  discussion  of  the  subject,  a  eompari^- 
son  had  been  drawn  between  the  militia  and  the 
regular  army.  Comparisons  were  often  odious, 
and  distinctions  invidious.  On  this  occasion  there 
was  no  necessity  for  either,  because  the  question 
of  merit  was  not  involved.  If  so,  he  would  say 
that  both  had  performed  their  duty  faithfully, 
honorably,  juallaatly.  The  battles  of  Maguaffo, 
of  Talapozie,  of  Chippewa,  of  Qridgewater,  the 
defence  of  Fort  Sandusky,  the  sortie  from  Foit 
fine,  and  New  Orleans,  all  proved  thee  qual  and 
eenesponding  merit  ot  the  militia  and  r^ular 
aimy ;  several  of  which  battles  were  as  bloody 
and  as  well  fought  as  the  great  battle  of  iSama, 
according  to  numbers,  between  two  among  the 

freatest  Qeoerala  in  the  world— 'Hannibal  and 
eipio  Afncaaus.    The  Roman  legions  were  in 
part  veterans  f  Hannibal  had  hia  mercenaries,  al- 


though some  were  raw  troop;  Carthage  being  a 
commercial  rich  nation,  had  no  militia,  but  main- 
tained a  mercenary  army ;  which  army,  at  the 
close  of  the  first  Punic  war,  involved  Carthase  in 
a  most  bloody  civil  war  for  four  years;  in  which 
Hamilcar,  the  father  of  HannibaL  at  the  head  of 
the  population  of  the  country,  totally  defeated  and 
destroyed  it-*a  remarkable  instance  of  the  effect 
of  union  and  zeal  in  a  people  who,  without  having 
been  trained  to  arms,  could  subdue,  conquer,  and, 
indeed,  annihilate  the  most  powerful,  disciplined, 
veteran  army.  And  the  cause  of  this  war  arose 
from  the  demands  of  the  army  after  the  termina- 
tion of  the  first  Punic  war,  and  Carthage  was  not 
in  a  condition  to  comply  with  them.  No  such 
vieWs  have  entered  into  the  bosom  of  the  Anier- 
tcan  Army;  no  corps  has  ever  giv9n  the  least 
evidence  of  disaffection.  A  few  individuals  have 
clamored  in  the.  newspapers  as  to  the  reduction 
of  the  army,  and  particularly  as  to  a  failure  in 
Congress  to  make  some  provision  or  donation 
which  might  discharge  the  debt  of  gratitude  and 
justice.  Sut  this  was  the  enjoyment  of  a  right 
to  expess  our  sentiments,  and  in  our  country  at- 
togetner  harmless;  and  even  this  course  was  dis- 
approved by  a  great  majority  of  the  army. 

Mr.  J.  said,  ne  did  not,  however,  approve  of 
such  a  course ;  it  had  a  tendency  to  injure  and 
create  prejudice  against  a  regular  army,  without 
a  corresponding  benefit.  For  he  held  as  a  fun- 
damental principle  in  a  free  Government,  that  the 
reduction  of  an  army  should  always  be  made 
without  regard  to  the  number  of  officers  who 
wished  to  be  retained ;  and,  he  said,  he  was  for 
the  reduction  to  ten  thousand  men ;  and  he  con- 
sidered Congresa en  titled  to  more  credit  and  merit 
in  that  act  than  would  be  given  to  them  by  the 
present  generation.  But,  after  having  said  this, 
he  considered  these  principles  as  operating  with 
double  force  on  the  Hepresentatives  of  the  people, 
to  make  some  reasonable  provision  for  those  who 
have  been  dismissed  the  service  of  their  country, 
and  who  have  fought  and  bled  for  us.  For,  let  it 
be  recollected,  that  no  regular  army  was  ever  ac- 
tuated by  the  same  pure  motives  otlove  of  coun- 
try, love  of  liberty,  desire  of  honest  fame,  and  also 
have  contributed  their  just  share  in  fixing  upon  a 
rock  our  independence,  against  which  tne  wide 
billows  of  the  tempestuous  ocean  may  beat  in 
vain.  It  has  been  truly  said,  that  the  militia  did 
not  expect  bounty  in  land ;  of  course,  none  has 
been  offered ;  but  there  is  a  provision,  for  which 
the  militia  has  called ;  they  have  demanded  it  of 
us,  and  we  have  complied  with  their  wishes — 
have  gratified  their  expectations^we  have  report^ 
ed  a  provision  to  extend  half-jpav  for  five  years  to 
the  widows  and  children  or  the  rangers,  sea- 
fencibles,  twelve  and  eighteen  months'  volunteers, 
and  the  militia  of  the  different  States.  This  pro- 
vision they  expected,  and  this  provision  has  been 
sanctioned ;  and  at  the  end  of  five  years,  should 
that  provision  be  considered  inadequate,  uoogress 
has  tbe  power  to  extend  it.  This  provision  is 
not  confined  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  were 
killed  in  battle,  died  of  wounds,  but  extended  to 
all  who  may  have  died  in  service  in  any  other 


983 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


984 


H.  OP  R. 


MUUary  Serviee$. 


FSBRUART,  1816. 


way,  aod  to  those  who  may  have  died  on  their 
way  home,  after  being  dismissed  the  serTice. 
Without  such  a  measure  as  this^  the  militia  would 
not  have  been  satisfied ;  witn  it,  they  cannot  be 
dissatisfied.  This  very  provision  is  doing  more 
for  the  militia  than  the  donation  prqwsed  to  the 
dismissed  officers ;  and  this  question  might  be  left 
with  safety  to  the  people  themselves — to  the  mi- 
litia— and  they  would  not  hesitate  to  demonstrate 
their  liberality,  their  honorable  feelings.  The 
people  are  generous,  magnanimous,  brave,  and 
just.  But,  look  to  the  extent  of  this  provision  in 
favor  of  the  militia.  It  looks  to  every  part  of  the 
nation,  and  embraces  every  part  of  our  extended 
frontier.  It  contemplates  every  battle  fought 
during  the  war,  and  it  provides  for  sickness  and 
disease. 

The  State  of  Ohio  may  look  to  Hull's  surren- 
der, the  battle  of  Brownstowo,  dbc. ;  Kentucky, 
to  the  Northwestern  army,  the  river  Raisin,  the 
two  sieges  of  Fort  Meiffs,  Colonel  Dudley's  de- 
feat, ^.;  Virginia,  to  Hampton,  Norfolk,  &c.; 
Maryland,  to  Baltimore ;  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Vermont,  to  the  Niagara,  Plattsburg,  &c. ; 
Connecticut,  to  Stonington,  dbc. ;  Tennessee,  to 
her  various  splendid  victories  over  the  Creeks,  at 
New  Orleans,  6uc.i  and  all  other  States,  without 
ffoing  into  detail,  according  to  their  sufferings  and 
losses.  Is  this  nothing?  Is  it  nothing  to  Ken- 
tucky that  you  embrace  the  case  of  the  widow  of 
Colonel  John  Allen,  whose  worth  was  well  known 
— as  pure  as  a  sun-beam — and  who  had  left 
name  as  imperishable  as  our  liberties ;  the  widow 


of  the  unfortunate  Major  Graves^  whose  memory 
was  dear  to  bis  country ;  the  widow  of  the  gal- 
lant Hart,  of  the  determined  Hickman,  and  all 
those  gallant  sons  of  the  West  who  died  in  their 
country's  cause,  leaving  behind  widows  or  chil- 
dren 1  As  much  as  this  is  to  Kentucky,  so  is  it 
a  just  representation  of  the  case  of  every  other 
State,  as  to  their  losses. 

The  bill  does  not  neglect  the  militia.    Mr.  J. 
said,  no  man  could  suppose  he  felt  indifferent  to 
the  militia,  whatever  may  be  the  merit  of  the 
militia.    In  time  of  war,  it  is  important  that  the 
draughts  should  be  as  light  as  is  consistent  with 
the  national  security ;  and  to  make  the  draughts 
as  light  as  possible,  inducements  must  be  held  out 
to  increase  the  regular  army.    'The  good  of  the 
I>eople  requires  this  imperiously.    This  also  jus- 
tified that  bounty  in  land  and  money  which  was 
given  to  the  regular  soldier,  and  not  to  the  mili- 
tia. Of  this  we  heard  no  complaint ;  and,  although 
we  made  no  promise  to  the  officers  of  land  boun- 
tv,  the  obligation  is  not  lessened  to  do  it,  if  we 
think  they  deserve  it.    It  will  have  great  influence 
in  a  future  emergency.    Nor  is  it  any  argument 
against  it,  that  we  could  always  get  officers  for 


is  generallv  admitted  that,  with  the  most  rigid 
economy,  tney  had  to  call  upon  their  own  funds, 
9r  upon  paternal  kindness,  for  pecuniary  aid;  and, 
as  soon  as  an  officer  entered  the  regular  army,  he 
had  to  ^ive  up  every  other  prospect — his  pursuits, 
his  family  connexions.    It  did  not  happen  to  the 
same  extent  with  those  who  entered  for  the  term 
of  six  months.    In  reduetnp;  our  army  to  10,000, 
it  was  well  known  that  efficient  men,  both  in  body 
and  in  mind,  were  generally  retained;  of  course, 
those  who  had  ruined  a  constitution  by  bard  ser- 
vice;  those  who  had  served  ten,  fifteen,  and 
twenty  years,  and  adraneed  in  life ;  the  wounded 
officer  wanting  an  eye,  a  leg,  or  an  arm,  were  dis- 
missed ;  such  men  have  some  claims  upon  their 
country.  The  memorable  Congress  of 'SS,  which 
closed  the  Revolution,  gave  half-pay  for  life  to 
the  officers,  or  five  years  whole  pay.    This  bill 
proposes  only  a  donation  in  land.  Much  has  been 
said  upon  the  subiect  of  preparing  for  war  in  time 
of  peace.    In  a  Republic  large  standing  armies 
cannot  be  maintained,  nor  other  expensive  estab- 
lishments; the  means  of  preparation  must  be 
cheap,  but  effectual.    If  so,  the  bill  under  debate 
woula  be  a  strong  measure  of  preparation ;  prep- 
aration which  would  five  moral  power,  physical 
power,  and  intellectual  power.    Moral  j)ower,  by 
such  illustrious  examples  of  honor,  virtue,  grati- 
tude, and  justice — ^physical,  by  uniting  all  hearts 
and  all  hands  in  support  of  a  Grovernment  inspir- 
ing such  confidence — intellectual^  by  extending 
the  means  of  support  and  cultivation  t^  the  indi- 
gent and  distressed.    The  true  maxim  in  a  Re- 
public will  ever  remain-^that  the  militia  is  the 
palladium  of  our  rights,  the  ultimate  reliance  in 
the  storms  of  adversity.    With  this  maxim  there 
is  another  principle  no  less  correct,  that  the  militia 
are  valuable  in  the  first  moments  of  war.  Until 
regular  troops  can  relieve  them  from  garrison 
duty,  long  and  distant  campaigns;  this  was  the 
universalsentiment  of  the  people  during  the  late 
war,  and  such  will  their  sentiments  continue  to 
be;  it  is  their  interest  that  it  should  be  so. 

Mr.  J.  said,  he  had  omitted  one  important  con- 
sideration, which  should  have  great  influence  in 
in4ucing  Congress  to  extend  this  land  bounty  to 
the  deranged  and  dismissed  officers.  The  Army 
of  the  United  States  was  constituted  upon  prin- 
ciples, and  composed  of  materiab,  differing  from 
the  regular  armies  of  ancient  or  modern  times. 

In  looking  into  history  wc  should  find  that  the 
armies  of  Alexander,  in  the  invasion  of  Asia ;  of 
Hannibal,  in  the  invasion  of  Italy ;  of  Cssar,  in 
the  invasion  of  Ghiul  and  Britain,  and  of  all 
others,  the  mercenary  troops  were  devoted  to 
their  leaders,  and  these  leaders  repaid  their  devo- 
tion by  rapine,  plunder,  and  often  with  the  lands 
of  the  conquered  country.    But  the  troops  of  the 


against  it,  tnat  we  couia  always  get  omcers  lor  oi  me  conquerea  country,    out  ine  iroops  oi  ine 
our  Army;  but  this  presents  an  additional  argu-   United  States  were  devoted  to  their  country ;  no 


ment  in  its  favor^  provided  patriotism  be  worth 
rewarding.  Nor  is  it  sufficient  to  say,  that  some 
do  not  deserve  our  bounty.  It  is  enough  that  we 
know  the  fact  that  a  great  majority  of  the  offi- 
cers deserve  more  than  we  propose  to  give  them 
by  this  bill. 


chieftain  could  influence  them  to  turn  their  arms 
against  it ;  nor  do  they  expect  to  be  paid  for  their 
devotion  to  their  country  by  plunder— by  sacking 
villages  and  towns.  They  receive  no  such  re- 
ward; they  are  actuated  by  no  such  inducement  • 
they  have  no  such  expectations ;  they  reeeire  hq 


As  to  the  pay  of  the  officers  during  the  war,  it  { other  compenation  than  that  which  they  receiTe 
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as  ordinary  pay  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States ; 
nor  do  they  expect  anything,  except  from  our 
gratitode  and  justice.  The  reasonable  expecta- 
tions of  such  men  ought  not  to  be  disappointed ; 
it  is  a  pity  that  more  cannot  be  done  for  them. 

The  duties  of  the  Military  Committee  have 
been  increasing  ia  number  and  in  importance 
since  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake;  however  ar- 
duous and  important  those  duties  may  have  been 
at  any  time,  they  were  not  of  more  difficulty  than 
those  which  have  devolved  upon  the  committee 
at  the  present  session }  and  such  will  always  be 
the  case  at  the  termination  of  a  war.    So  va- 


individuals;  so  various  the  duties  resulting  from 
the  claims  of  those  different  classes ;  so  difficult 
to  discharge  those  great  duties  which  look  with 
discernment  to  the  interests  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  to  that  portion  of  it  which  has  claims 
upon  us.  In  this  situation,  the  committee  endea- 
vored to  embrace  the  oases  of  ail  who  were  en- 
titled to  consideration,  without  injury  to  the  Re- 
public. In  this  view  of  the  subject  we  did  not 
confine  ourselves  to  the  late  war,  but  extended 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  surviving  officers  and  sol* 
diers  of  the  Revolution,  who  are  unable  to  gain 
a  livelihood  by  labor,  and  those  of  the  late  war 
who  are  so  disabled  as  to  be  unable  to  maintain 
themselves.  The  committee  reported  a  bill,  for 
the  purpose  of  organizing  a  corps  of  invalids;  for 
the  wounded,  a  pension ;  for  the  widows  and  or- 
phans, half-pay  ibr  five  years ;  for  the  dismissed 
and  deranged  officers,  a  bounty  in  land.    These 

Srovisions,  if  carried  into  effect,  will  relieve  much 
istress,  alleviate  much  sorrow,  bind  up  the  broken 
hearted,  and  administer  to  them  the  healing  balm 
of  affection.  The  regular  soldier  has  his  money 
and  land  bountjr — his  widow  and  children  the 
same  provision  m  case  of  his  death.  For  the  offi- 
cer and  soldier  of  the  regular  army  and  militia, 
who  have  lost  their  vouchers  by  captivity  or  un- 
avoidable accident,  a  provision  is  here  recom- 
mended, givi%  equitable  powers  of  adjustment 
to  the  War  Department ;  and,  as  measures  of  pre- 
caution and  efficiency,  we  have  recommended  a 
J  general  and  division  staff,  that  will  make  our 
orces  efficient  in  the  field ;  and  a  Military  Acad- 
emy] to  diffuse  military  instruction  throughout 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  J.  said,  the  formation  of  a  national  charac- 
ter was  of  great  importance ;  every  nation  has  a 
character  of  some  sort— mixed  or  positive  in  its 
kind.  A  character  for  all  the  virtues— of  liber- 
ality, of  generosity,  of  magnanimitv,  of  gratitude, 
of  justice,  of  wisdom ;  or  it  mav  be  positive,  of 
the  opposite  qualities  and  attributes — of  parsi- 
mony, of  ingratitude,  of  injustice,  of  ignorance ; 
or  mixed,  combining  a  part  of  the  virtues  that 
exalt,  and  part  of  the  virtues  that  degrade  the 
human  character.  On  the  present  occasion  it 
would  be  discovered  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
were  neither  prodigal,  on  the  one  hand,  nor  par- 
simonious on  the  other.  In  measures  of  State  we 
should  avoid  extremes. 
In  concluding,  Mr.  J.  said,  he  would  not  inquire 


and  orphan,  or  make  donations  to  the  officer ;  a 
tender  father  never  stops  to  inquire  whether  he  is 
bound  by  contract  to  aid  and  relieve  a  worthy  son ; 
nor  does  a  manrof  noble  feelings  inquire  whetner  he 
is  bound  by  contract  to  extend  the  hand  of  assist- 
ance to  a  friend  in  distress.  The  Government 
contracted  no  legal  obligation ;  it  acted  wisely  in 
not  doing  it.  It  was  wise  to  be  free  to  act,  as 
circumstances  would  warrant.  This  is  no  argu- 
ment, however,  against  the  bill.  It  will  reflect 
more  honor  upon  Congress  to  give  where  it  is 
merited,  without  legal  obligation.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war  we  did  not  know  how  the  army 


rious  were  the  expectations  of  different  classes  of  would  act ;  we  have  their  conduct  now  before  us, 


and  we  approve  it. '  If  individual  cases  should  be 
selected,  as  has  been  done,  to  depreciate  the  claims 
of  the  army,  it  should  be  recollected  that  the 
same  might  be  done  of  all  associations  of  men ; 
and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  should  indulge 
prejudices  against  men  who  have  generally  acted 
so  well,  and  that  jealousy  should  oe  excited  be- 
tween the  army  and  militia.  The  praise  of  the 
army  should  not  be  considered  as  censure  of  the 
militia,  nor  well-earned  praise  of  the  militia,  as 
lessening  the  claims  of  the  army.  With  these 
views,  the  hope  is  indBlged  that  the  bill  will  pass 
without  material  amendment. 

Mr.  CoMSTOCK  said,  this  was  a  subject  upon 
which  much  might  be  said  on  each  side,  by  gen- 
tlemen of  learning  and  eloquence.  It  is  one,  said 
he.  on  which  my  mind  has  labored  with  consider- 
able anxiety.  Possessing  only  very  limited  claims, 
sir,  to  either  of  these  valuable  accomplishments, 
I  must  content  myself  with  slancing  at  some  of 
the  reasons  which  will  influence  my  conduct 
upon  this  occasion. 

Mr.  C.  said,  I  early  imbibed  a  respect  for  the 
patriot  soldier.  He  possesses  qualities  of  mind 
which  challenge  and  receive  my  admiration  and 
esteem.  Forsaking  the  hallowed  shades  of  do- 
mestic happiness,  he  courts  the  danger,  toils,  and 
privations,  mcident  to  his  profession.  His  best 
days  are  devoted  to  the  service  of  his  country. 
His  health,  his  blood,  and  his  life,  are  nobly  sac- 
rificed upon  the  altar  of  the  public  weal. 

This  respect,  so  early  imbibed,  has  strength- 
ened with  succeeding  years.  I  feel  ail  its  force 
in  contemplating  the  officers  of  the  late  army;  I 
believe,  in  general,  they  deserve  well  of  their 
country ;  I  rejoice  that  they  merit,  and  receive, 
the  meed  of  her  applause.  They  have  exhibited 
a  degree  of  fortitude  and  intelligence  not  snr* 
passed  in  any  age  or  nation ;  and  they  have  es- 
sentially contributed,  under  the  auspices  of  Heav- 
en, to  the  speedy,  honorable,  and  beneficial  issue 
of  the  conflict,  from  which  the  nation  has  recently 
emerged. 

Mr.  C.said  it  can  scarcely  be  imagined  that  I 
am  actuated  in  the  vote  I  am  about  to  f;ive,  by  an 
apprehension  that  the  late  war  was  unjust  or  un- 
necessary ;  for  although  I  have  not  been  in  the 
habit  of  presenting  my  views  upon  this  subject.in 
elaborate  speeches,  nevertheless,  the  votes  I  have 
uniformly  given  upon  questions  calculated  to 
promote  the  military  service^  abundantly  evince 


whether  we  hadpromised  to  provide  for  the  widow  I  my  ideas  of  the  justice  and  propriety  of  the  late 
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war.  While  I  lamented  the  imperions  necessity 
which  demanded  its  declaration,  I  eoneeiyed  it 
forced  upon  us  by  the  injustice  and  rapacity  of 
the  enemy.  Hence,  sir,  I  hate  e^er  deemed  it 
my  duty,  as  a  member  of  this  honorable  body,  to 
invigorate  the  national  arm,  by  furnishing  to  the 
Government  the  means  of  humbling  and  ran- 
qubhing  our  foes ;  of  vindicating  the  honor  and 
interest  of  the  nation,  and  of  placing  them  upon 
a  firm  and  stable  foundation.       ^ 

Mr.  C.  said,  what  induced  the  officers  to  enter 
the  service?  What  multiplied  the  number  of 
candidates  for  military  office,  to  an  extent  beyond 
that  which  it  was  proper  to  gratify  and  employ  ? 
I  answer,  sir^  patriotism,  the  love  of  fame,  and 
the  laudable  desire  of  rendering  benefit  to  the 
country.  It  has  been  said,  that  military  glory  is 
the  pay  of  a  soldier.  Does  justice  require  those 
donations?  No  sir.  Has  the  Gk>vemment failed 
to  perform  its  engagements  with  the  officers? 
Has  it  subjected  itself  to  the  imputation  of  bad 
faith  ?  Sir,  no  such  thing  exhts,  no  such  preten- 
sion has  been  suggested;  the  Government  has 
strictly  adhered  to  the  requisition  of  those  laws 
in  virtue  of  which  they  |oltcited  and  received 
their  commissions.  They  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  manifest  their  love  of  country,  and  to  ren- 
der her  honorable  service  in  the  exercise  of  their 
military  talents.  They  have  received  pretty  am- 
ple pecuniary  compensation,  (especially  the  su- 
perior officers,)  and  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of 
victory,  with  the  respect  and  gratitude  of  the 
nation. 

Mr.  C.  said,  does  sound  policy  demand  these 
donations?  I  think  not.  sir.  I  am  aware  that 
we  may  be  exhorted  byr' honorable  members  to 
transport  ourselves  in  imagination  to  a  period 
when  we  may  be  again  engaged  in  a  conflict  of 
arms  with  an  enemy  $  a  conflict  similar  in  char- 
acter to  that  through  which  we  have  lately  passed 
in  defence  of  our  dearest  rights ;  in  defence  of  the 
very  attributes  of  sovereignty.  We  may  be  told 
that,  at  a  period  so  eventful,  we  may  solicit  in 
vain  the  heroes  of  the  country  to  wear  our  com- 
mission, and  to  fight  our  battles.  They  will  be 
deterred  from  entering  our  service,  from  the  illib- 
erality  whi6h  the  history  of  our  conduct,  in  rela* 
tion  to  the  deranj^ed  officers,  will  disclose,  should 
this  section  be  rejected. 

Sir,  I  do  not  believe  that  such  a  state  of  things 
will  ever  occur.  Real  vision,  in  my  judgment, 
will  never  behold  this  fanciful  picture.  History 
will  record  that  we  have  complied  with  every 
legal  and  moral  obligation  imposed  on  us  in  ret- 
erence  to  these  deranged  officers.  Have  they 
been  wounded  ?  we  inscribe  their  names,  as  in- 
valid officers,  on  the  roll  of  pensioners  of  the 
United  States.  Have  officers  oeen  slain  in  bat- 
tle? we  grant  a  gratuity,  for  a  term  of  years,  to 
their  legal  representatives.  Sir,  without  advert- 
ing to  all  the  provisions  upon  this  subject,  suffice 
it  to  say,  that  history  will  proclaim  the  justice 
and  munificence  of  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  the  Army.  Thus,  sir,  the  pe- 
riod, I  apprehend,  will  never  arrive  when  men  of 
military  talents  and  heroic  cast  of  character,  in 


sufficient  numbers,  cannot  be  foond^  ^oad  to 
wear  your  uniform,  courting  your  service,  and 
ready  to  rally  round  the  standard  of  the  eoaatry 
in  the  hour  of  trial.  An  honorable  sense  of  duty, 
and  an  ardent  and  long  cherished  attachment  to 
those  eternal  principled  of  civil  and  religious  lib« 
erty,  guarantied  to  us  by  our  excellent  political 
institutions,  will  be  among  the  powerful  motives 
which  will  secure  forever  to  the  Govemnnnt 
their  best  services  and  affeotion. 

Mr.  Chairman,  invidious  distinctions  are  in- 
volved in  th»  section,  to  which  I  am  opposed. 
It  excludes  from  its  benefits  the  most  meritorious 
class  of  the  Army.  Those  officers  of  the  Army 
who  are  retained  in  service  are  not  embraced  by 
this  provision ;  and  yet  it  is  fair  to  conclude  tiiat 
many  of  them  have  rendered  more  service  to  the 
country,  and  have  stronger  claims  on  her  bounty 
than  those  who  have  been  deranged. 

At  the  reduction  of  the  Army,  when  a  selec- 
tion of  officers  was  made  for  the  Peace  Establish- 
ment, we  may  naturally  conclude  that  regard  was 
had,  m  some  measure,  to  the  respective  merits  of 
the  offieeTB  composing  the  late  army.  Hence, 
sir.  the  imperfection  ot  this  systein  i»  manifest. 

Mr.  Chairman,  what  reason  have  we  to  dis- 
criminate in  this  way,  between  the  regular  aud 
militia  officers  of  the  late  army.  Have  not  the 
latter  displayed  military  genius  and  devotion  to 
their  country  ?  Have  they  not  rendered  her  sig- 
nal services,  and  performed  many  noble  and  gal* 
lant  achievements?  They  certainly  have^r; 
in  this  exists  no  difierence  of  opinion.  With 
what  Justice  or  propriety,  then,  can  we  withhold 
from  them  this  boon  ?  Sir,  the  names  of  these 
brave  and  patriotic  officers  thicken  on  my  recol- 
lection. I  could  menttoa  a  Shelhy,  a  Porter,  and 
many  others,  if  it  were  proper  to  name  them  in 
this  place,  equally  deserving  the  benefits  of  this 
section,  as  the  deranged  officers  of  the  r^niar 
atmy.  Sir,  the  honorable  chairman  of  tfao  Mili- 
tary Committee  has  reminded  us,  that  we  grant 
land  to  privates,  and  asks,  why  vM  withhold  it 
from  officers?  Sir,  there  b  a  great  difierence 
between  the  pecuniary  compensation  afforded  a 
private,  and  an  officer.  Besides,  by  the  terms  of 
your  contract  with  Che  private  soldier,  when  he 
entered  the  service  you  promised  him  land ;  no 
such  contract  exists  no  such  promise  was  made 
in  relation  to  the  officers.  The  same  gentleman, 
when  speaking  of  the  advanti^ges  extended  to  the 
militia,  with  a  view  to  do  away  the  imputttlon 
that  the  deranged  officers  of  the  regular  armv 
are  the  favored  objects  of  our  partiality,  remarked, 
that  we  place  the  militia,  when  wounded,  on  the 
pension  list.  Sir,  this  privilege  is  common  to 
militia  and  regulars;  and,  therefore,  cannot  be 
adduced  to  justify  the  distinction  to  which  I 
have  adverted. 

But  my  estimable  friend  from  Kentucky  com- 
plains of  our  turning  the  deranged  officers  upon 
the  world  without  the  means  of  support.  Sir, 
when  the  peop}e  have  no  business  for  their  public 
servants  to  perform,  when  the  necessity  which 
induced  their  official  elevation  ceases  to  exist,  it 
is  just  and  proper  they  should  retire  to  private 
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life;  of  this  practice  no  one  can,  of  ri^bt,  com- 

I»lain.  We  maintain  no  sinecures  in  this  Repub* 
ic.  Mr.  Chairman,  from  the  best  reflection  I 
bare  been  able  to  bestow  upon  the  subject  of  this 
section,  I  am  induced  to  believe  it  ou^ht  not  to 
be  adopted.  If,  howeTer,  it  shall  obtain.  I  hope 
its  benefits  will  be  confined  to  captains  and  subalt* 
ems.  Thus,  sir,  I  am  constrained,  from  a  sense 
of  doty,  to  oppose,  u[K>n  this  occasion,  the  wishes 
of  my  honorable  friend,  the  chairman  of  the 
Military  Committee,  with  whom  I  am  generally 
happy  and  proud  to  act  in  concert. 

Mr.  Taul  said:  Though  I  am  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  the  section  otthe  bill  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out  is  impolitic,  and  of  course  oogfat  not 
to  pass,  I  confess  that  I  distrust  my  own  judg^ 
ment,  when  it  is  different  from  that  of  any  of  the 
standing  committees  of  the  House.  The  mem- 
bers composing  those  committees  are  selected  for 
their  capacity  and  particular  knowledge  of  the 
business  to  be  referred  to  them.  Those  selections 
have  been  j  udioiousl v  made.  The  standing  com- 
mittees have  a  douole  responsibility  on  them. 
Hence  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  every  measure, 
before  it  is  reported  to  the  House,  undergoes  a 
very  nice  scrutiny.  Those  committees  have  de- 
servedly great  weight  in  the  investigation  and 
decision  of  such  questions  as  may  have  come  be» 
fore  and  been  decided  on  by  them.  In  opposing, 
therefore,  any  measure  recommended  bv  them, 
ypu  have  to  encounter  "  fearful  odds"  inoeed. 

In  addition  to  the  support  given  to  this  measure 
by  the  Military  Committee,  it  has  also  received 
the  support  of  an  honorable,  highly  respectable, 
enlightened,  and  consequently  influential  member 
from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Smith.) 

In  opposing  the  proposed  donation  of  lands  to 
the  disbanded  officers,  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood  that  I  have  no  idea  of  detracting  from 
their  merits.  They  stand  high  in  my  estimation. 
They  have  the  richest  reward  in  the  nation's 
treasury — its  thanks,  its  gratitude. 

But,  sir,  is  it  to  the  regular  army  exclusively, 
pr  the  officers  commanding  it,  that  yon  are  in- 
debted for  the  splendid  victories  achieved  during 
the  late  war  T^for  your  present  hiffh  standing 
amongst  the  nations  of  the  earth  ?  Much,  very 
much«  Mr.  Chairman,  was  performed  by  the  mi- 
litia ;  yes,  the  militia^  that  was  once  considered 
the  bulwark  of  the  nation ;  but  which  some  gen- 
tlemen seem  to  consider,  at  this  time,  worse  than 
nothing.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  make  any  in- 
vidious comparisons;  I  shall  not  say  that  this 
was  done  by  the  militia,  that  by  the  regular 
army. 

But  I  must  be  pardoned  in  directing  your  at- 
tention back  to  the  Fall  of  1813.  What  was  the 
situation  of  this  country  then,  and  the  state  of 
the  public  mind  and  feelings  of  the  people  t  Dis- 
aster had  succeeded  disaster  in  such  rapid  succes- 
sion, that  this  nation  was  literally  clad  in  mourn- 
ing, was  covered  with  sackcloth  and  ashes ;  every 
face  was  pale;  the  highest-minded  and  most 
sanffuine  in  this  nation  was  bowed  down ;  noth- 
ing out  the  brilliant  achievements  of  your  Italian  t 
tars  on  the  water  prevented  you  from  sinking 


into  the  lowest  depths  of  despair  and  desponden* 
cy.  From  what  quarter  did  the  first  ray  of  hope 
beam  upon  you  ?  From  the  Northwest— Ken- 
tucky's venerable  chief,  at  the  head  of  her  voiun-^ 
teer  militia,  in  the  capture  of  the  British  Army 
under  Proctor,  and  the  dispersion  of  the  Indians 
with  theslaugnter  of  their  favorite  leader,  brought 
you  relief.  Despair  and  despondency  disappeared 
like  an  unwelcome  guest.  Confidence  and  hope 
succeeded.  Bonfires  and  illuminations  in  all 
parts  of  the  United  States  evidenced  the  chan^ 
produced  by  the  gallant  deeds  of  your  militia. 
The  honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  your 
Military  Committee  (Mr.  JohKson)  knows  well 
their  merits.  He  has  commanded  them;  he 
has  fought  and  bled  with  them.  As  the  com- 
mander of  a  militia  corps,  he  has  rendered  signal 
services  to  his  country ;  and  should  the  occasion 
require  it,  will  doubtless  do  so  again.  It  is  unne- 
cessary to  enumerate  instances  of  the  gallant 
achievements  of  your  militia.  The  plains  of 
New  Orleans  will  be  a  lasting  monument  to 
their  fame,  their  worth  and  usefulness. 

But,  says  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  CoNMSR.)  for  whom  I  have 
the  highest  personal  respect,  Qeneral  Washing- 
ton pronounced  during  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, that  the  militia  under  his  command  had 
been  prejudicial,  instead  of  serviceable,  to  the 
country,  Qeneral  Washington  spoke  of  the  het- 
erogeneous, discordant,  unorganized,  and  undis- 
ciplined militia  of  that  day.  His  various  com- 
munications to  Congress  during  the  time  he 
administered  the  Government,  will  demonstrate 
that  he  considered  the  militia  the  nation's  best, 
surest,  and,  I  may  say,  only  defence.  His  anxiety 
to  have  the  militia  projperly  organized,  armed, 
and  disciplined,  is  maniiesteu  in  all  his  commu- 
nications to  Congress  on  the  subject.  The  same 
honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Connbb)  has  re- 
ferred us  to  the  military  operations  in  India,  as 
an  evidence  of  the  correctness  of  the  position 
which  he  has  assumed.  In  that  country  he  has 
informed  you  that  an  army  of  fifty  or  an  hun- 
dred thousand  men  has  been  put  to  flight  by  a 
few  thousand  British  troops.  I  must  be  permit- 
ted to  flatter  myself  that  the  American  militia 
are  something  superior  to  the  Hindoo;  if  they 
are  not,  it  is  high,  time  we  were  looking  out  for 
some  other  dependence  than  the  militia.  Sir,  if 
your  militia  are  not  capable  of  defending  them- 
selves, of  fighting  their  own  battles-^if  tnev  are 
not  fit  materials  for  soldiers,  they  are  not  nt  for 
citizens;  it  is  time  they  were  subjects.  Qentle- 
men  seem  to  have  misunderstood  the  ground  of 
opposition  to  the  proposed  donation  to  the  dis- 
banded officer.  Sir,  it  is  not  because  your  militia 
officers  are  not  included ;  I  will  not  say  that  the 
militia  officer  would  not  accept  anything  of  the 
kind,  which  the  Government,  m  the  plenitude  of 
its  liberality,  might  bestow;  but  this  much  I 
will  say,  that  he  ought  not. 

Sir,  if  suffering  is  to  be  rewarded,  you  should 
b^in  with  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  militia.  Comparatively  speaking, 
the  situation  of  the  officer  during  the  late  war 
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WB8  enviable,  the  situation  of  the  soldier  wretehed, 
deplorable.    I  would  not  make  a  donation  of  land 
to  the  officer,  without  making  a  similar  donation 
to  the  soldier;  and  I  do  not  think  either  entitled 
to  it.    I  doabt  the  risht  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  make  such  a  disposition  of  the 
public  lands.    It  has  been  too  common  a  practice 
under  almost  all  gorernments  to  reward  a  few  at 
the  expense  of  the  many.    Let  as  not,  if  possible, 
fall  into  this  error.    If  we  are  to  exercise  our 
ehi^rity,  let  us  find  fit  objects;  for  ill-directed  or 
misplaced  charity,  is  worse  than  no  charity  at  all. 
Hitherto  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
has  provided  only  for  the  widows  and  children 
of  such  officers  as  may  have  been  kilted  in  bat- 
tle.   The  humane  and  laudable  object  of  this  bill 
is  to  make  provision  for  the  widows  and  children 
of  such  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 
as  may  have  died  in  your  service.    It  it  worthy 
a  great  and  magnanimous  people.    The  best  feel- 
ings of  the  human  heart  must  be  enlisted  in  their 
favor ;  I  therefore  regret  that  the  proposed  bounty 
to  the  disbanded  officers  should  1>e  ushered  into 
this  House  in  company  with  the  claim  of  the 
widow  and  orphan.    They  stand  on  very  differ- 
ent ground.    It  is  contended  that  the  disbanded 
officers  were  taken  from  lucrative  professions, 
from  profitable  agricultural  and  commercial  pur- 
suits, that  their  business  has  been  deranged  and 
cannot  be  resumed  to  advantage.    Sir,  one,  two, 
or  three  years'  service  will  not  disqualify  a  man 
for  the  pursuits  of  civil  life.    The  disbanded  offi- 
cer who  cannot  resume  bis  civil  pursuits  was 
unfit  to  be  honored  with  a  commission ;  the  coun- 
try is  under  no  obligation  to  support  him.    The 
meritorious  disband^  officer,  in  resuming  busi- 
ness, will  have    considerable   advantages  over 
others  in  the  same  line  of  business ;  his  military 
services  will  have  enlisted  the  sympathies  of  the 
people  on  his  side,  and  consequently  command 
their  friendship  and  support.    Pass  the  section 
of  the  bill  now  under  consideration;  and,   my 
word  for  it,  your  militia  is  disgusted,  great  vio- 
lence will  be  done  to  public  sentiment.    It  is 
considered  in  the  li^ ht  of  a  charitable  donation ; 
all  who  held  commissions  during  the  late  war  are 
included ;  the  great  mass  of  the  community  will 
not  be  able  to  perceive  that  because  a  young  gen- 
tleman (worthy  as  he  may  be)  may  have  worn 
epaulets  for  a  lew  months  or  a  year,  that  he  is, 
therefore,  an  object  of  charity.    Sir,  he  stands 
on  very  different  ground  from  that  of  the  supers 
aonuated,  war-worn  officer   or   soldier.     This 
Government  is  founded  fas  I  remarked  on  a  for- 
mer occasion)  on  the  affections  of  the  people; 
their  feelings,  their  wishes  must  be  consulted. 
It  is  no  reproach  to  them  that  they  would  be  op- 
posed to  the  proposed  ^rant  of  land  to  the  officers. 
Select  meritorious  objects,  and  you  will  find  no 
limit  to  the  bounty,  to  the  gratitude  of  this  peo- 
ple.   The  Legislature  of  the  State  which  I  have 
the  honor,  in  part,  of  representing  on  this  floor, 
has  forwarded  us  a  memorial  in  behalf  of  the 
widow  and  orphan.    As  well  as  1  recollect,  it  is 
stated  to  have  passed  both  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature unanimonsly. 


It  has  been  observed,  in  the  coarse  of  this  de- 
bate, that  the  disbanded  officers  have  acquired  a 
great  deal  of  military  information ;  that  by  ma- 
king this  provision  for  them,  they  will  be  enabled 
to  perfect  their  military  education,  and,  in  the 
event  of  another  war,  would  make  valuable  offi- 
cers. Perhaps  I  have  not  the  same  confidence 
in  making  good  and  valuable  officers  by  educa- 
tion that  some  gentlemen  have.  You  cannot 
make  a  military  commander  as  yoo  can  make  a 
cobbler.  He  must  be  formed  by  the  pUutie  hand 
of  nature  herself.  An  honorable,  ingenious,  and 
enlightened  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
HuLBBBT^)  some  time  since,  in  debate,  on  the  bill 
to  establish  an  additional  Military  Academy, 
(which  he  advocated  with  great  zeal  and  ability,) 
embellished  his  speech  and  undertook  to  illustrate 
the  position  which  he  assumed,  by  quoting  the 
old  maxim,  "  That  an  army  of  hares  commanded 
by  a  lion  was  superior  to  an  army  of  lions  com- 
manded by  a  hare."  Be  it  so.  I  should  doubt 
making  a  lion  of  a  bare  by  any  coarse  of  educa- 
tion that  could  be  taken.  It  requires  a  combina- 
tion of  rare  qualities  to  make  an  able  comman- 
der. Those  qualities  actual  service  alone  can 
develope. 

Much  as  our  hopes  were  rested  upon  our  old 
experienced  officers  at  the  period  when  war  was 
declared,  and  for  some  time  thereafter,  our  egre- 
fliotts  disappointment  will  never  be  forgotten. 
Without  intending  a  reflection  upon  any  partic- 
ular officer,  it  is  with  pain  that  I  say  that  aiany 
of  them  at  the  trying  moment  were  found  waat- 
iuff. 

The  distinguished  heroes  who  shone  with  such 
resplendent  lustre  at  the  closing  scene,  and  who 
"  have  filled  the  measureof  their  country's  honor," 
were  unthought  of  at  the  commencement  of  hos- 
tilities. 

The  resources  of  your  country  could,  in  my 
opinion,  be  better  applied,  than  in  the  way  con- 
templated by  the  section  of  the  bill  under  consid- 
eration. Amongst  other  things  your  militia  want 
arms— though  tney  are,  in  my  opinion,  superior 
to  any  troops  in  the  world,  it  is  not  to  be  dis- 
giiised  that  they  are  in  a  most  wretched  situ- 
ation. They  know  nothing  of  the  musket  and 
bayonet  until  they  are  called  into  service.  For 
the  first  time  those  arms  are  put  into  their  hands. 
They  are  dissatisfied  with  the  musket,  because 
they  are  acquainted  with  the  rifle  and  xnow  its 
efficacy.  They  should  be  habituaied  to  the  use 
of  those  arms  on  which  they  have  to  depend  in 
battle.  It  takes  some  time  to  reconcile  a  militia- 
man to  arms  with  which  he  was  unacquainted, 
and  which  he  has  not  been  ased  to  handling. 

I  shall  vote  for  striking  out  the  section ;  the 
rest  of  the  bill  I  do  most  sincerely  hope  and  trust 
will  receive  the  unanimous  support  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Eabton  said,  he  entertained  the  highest 
regard  and  respect  for  the  honorable,  the  chair- 
man and  members  of  the  Military  Committee 
who  reported  the  bill  now  under  discussion,  and 
if  the  honorable  members  of  the  committee  had 
gone  a  little  farther  they  would  have  beeft  eat!- 
i  tied  to  more  of  his  respect. 
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I  bare  heard)  Mr.  GbairiiiaDf  said  Mr.  R^  a 
great  deal  about  aaiioDal  glory  QpoD  the  floor  of 
tbii  House :  I,  too,  love  natiooal  glory— *DOt  00J7 
uatiooal  glory,  but  also  love  oatiooal  justice.  He 
considered  the  present  question,  whether  a  dona- 
lion  of  lands  should  be  granted  to  the  disbanded 
officers  of  the  Army  as  altogether  a  ouestion  of 
policy.  He  had,  at  an  early  period  in  tiie  session, 
offered  a  resolution  instructing  the  committee  00 
Miliiary  Affiiirs  io  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
paying  to  the  offioera.  non-conunissioiied  officers, 
and  privates,  of  the  militia,  army»  and  rangers, 
wlio  served  in  tiie  late  war,  interest  on  the  sums 
due  to  them,  from  the  time  they  ought  to  have 
been  paid,  until  they  should  be  paid«  He  under- 
stpod  uhad  been  reported  against ;  had  the  inquiry 
beea  as  to  its  justicci  instead  of  its  expediency, 
lie  believed  iteoold  not  have  beeareported  ag^ainst; 
be  thought  the  nation  should  be  just  before  it  was 
bouatif«u.  If  the  committee  had  reported  io  fa- 
vor of  the  payment  to  the  army  and  militia  what 
waa  in  troth  doe  to  them,  and  also  in  favor  of 
graoiing  a  bounty  in  land  to  the  officers  and  pri- 
Tame  of  the  militia,  we  should  then  have  had  the 
qoestion  of  justice,  as  well  as  poiicy^  before  us. 
He.  for  one,  was  not  far  giving  donations  to  the 
disoaaded  officers,  and  withholding  what  .waa 
justly  dua  to  the  roilitia#  He  thought  such  a 
neasure  was  neither  just  nor  politic.  The  offi- 
cers of  the  army  had  sought,  with  great  compe- 
tition, to  proeore  commissions  in  the  service  of 
the  country,  while  many  of  the  militia,  some  of 
whom  were  eqoaUy  meritorious  and  would  have 
made  as  good  officers  had  they  have  been  com- 
misMioned,  have  been  forced  into  the  service  by  a 
draught,  others  hid  volunteered,  and  greatly  dis- 
tinguished themselves  in  their  country's  caose. 

Mr.  £.  saidi  he  had  heard,  with  great  pleas* 
uroi  glory  in  high-toned  and  very  eloquent  strains 
Doored  forth,  and  very  properly  bestowed  upon 
Jackaoni  Brown,  Scott.  Ktpiey,  Macomb,  (xaines, 
Forier,  Miller,  aod  the  long  list  of  heroes  who  had 
helped  to  fight  the  battles  of  tbecooatryj  they 
justly  merited  all  thai  oouKl  be  said  in  their 

{^rais^  and  he  was  not  disposed  to  detract  in  the 
eaat  from  the  merit,  the  praise,  or  the  honor,  to 
wiuah  they  were  so  justly  entitled;  he  wonfal  nol 
pluck  one  solitary  feather  from  their  cap  of  fiMne. 
He  wouM  however  ask,  haw  was  this  glory  ac- 
^irad?  Who  acquired  it  for  them  ?  While  he 
was  not  disposed  to  enlogisa mortal  man,  he  could 
not  forbear  to  bring  into  view  before  the  oomoiil- 
lea  the  merits  of  the  militia.  He  recoliecied, 
when  quite  a  youth,  a  respectable  old  lady  from 
the  neighborhood  where  ne  lived  hMd  made  a 
visit  into  Vermont;  on  her  return,  she  was  asked 
how  she  liked  the  settlements  and  the  people  ? 
She  observed,  smilingly,  that  they  liveo  in  log 
cabins  in  the  woods,  and  at  every  house  she 
fliw  more  children  than  panes  of  glass  in  their 
windows.  It  is  to  these  hardy  sons  of  America 
that  a  portion  of  this  glory  ought  to  be  ascribed. 
Who  defeated  the  British  at  Sackcn's  Harbor  1 
Who  helped  to  gain  the  successive  battles  of 
Chippewa,  Niagara,  and  Briel  The  militia. 
Wlko  detetadwneral  Proctor's  army  at  the  Mo> 
14tb  Con.  1st  Sxas.— ^32 


ravian  towns  1  The  militia.  Who  terrified  and 
beat  a  veteran  army,  greatly  superior  in  number, 
at  Plattsburg  on  the  18th  of  September,  1814,  and 
gave  military  fame  to  Macomb?  The  Vermont 
and  New  York  militia.  Who  expelled  the  Brit- 
ish veteran  foe  from  before  New  Orleans  on  the 
8ih  of  January,  1815>  immortalised  the  herp  Jack- 
son, and  crowned  their  country  with  everlasting 
fflory  1  It  was  the  brave  and  hardy  sons  of  the 
West— the  militia  and  volunteers.  And  whal 
were  these  glorified  Generals  at  the  oommence- 
ment  of  the  war ;  they,  most  of  them,  were  of  the 
militia  ? 

Sir,  this  is,  or  ought  to  be.  a  Government  of 
equal  righta-^equal  protection  should  be  extended 
to  ail,  and  equal  and  exact  justice  measured  out 
to  aU  alike.  How  had  the  war  home  in  its  ope* 
ration  upon  the  people  of  this  nation  J  It  would 
be  fonoa  that  certain  portions  of  the  people  had 
made  money  during  the  war— Pittsburg,  Carladai 
and  other  places  in  Pennsylvania;  also,  in  car^ 
tain  parts  of  the  State  of  New  York,  aiid  other 
Stales  to  the  South,  had  made  money  by  the  war, 
while  the  frontiei^  iMdaulTered  incalcalable  losaea^ 
whether  that  frontier  was  on  the  Atlantic  or  ia 
the  interior.  The  war  had  raged  upoa  the  Nia- 
gara frontier,  upon  the  seacoa8t,attd  in  the  North- 
west. Go  the  Niagara  frontier,  the  people  had 
been  plundered,  and  their  bouses  barned  by  the 
enemy ;  many  had  loet  everything  they  posseased. 
PortioBs  of  the  seaboard  bad  also  been  ravaged, 
and  the  inbabitaats  plundered  of  their  pcopertv, 
and  their  persons  violated ;  while,  on  the  North- 
west frontier,  the  people  had  been  shot  dead  In 
their  fidda.  their  houses  burnedy  property  robbed, 
and  many  left  without  a  ceat  to  give  support  ar 
sQccor  to  the  agonizing  widow  and  heiplesa  or« 
phan.  And  was  this  nation  to  give  to  the  rich, 
to  disbanded  officers,  to  the  aristoemtic  bmnefa  of 
the  comouinity,  who  sought  with  eageraees  the 
hoaor  of  holding  your  cohi missions,  aed  the  truly 
unlbrtuaate  to  remain  wholly  unprovided  for? 
He  wished  not  to  be  understood  as  being  opposed 
to  this  doaation ;  as  a  matter  of  policy  to  tne  offi- 
cers, he  thought  ii  should  be  panted,  fM  ttot«»- 
til  relief  should  be  extended  to  such  as  had  beeo 
ruined  by  the  war ;  the  militia  and  army  paid 
what  was  due  to  theaa,  and  the  like  boimty  ia 
lands  extended  to  the  miliiiib  Equal  righu  da 
not  exiet  where  jastica  is  not  oMasored  out  to  aU 
alike;  individuals  wba  have  leaaed  to  the  Gov* 
ecnneat.  always  have  beea  paid  interest;  and 
what  is  the  wtthholdiiig  from  the  militia,  raagesi^ 
and  others  employed  ia  your  service^  sumsceaUy 
due  ta.them,  but  a  fofced  loan  T  If  you  previda 
for  these  disbanded  officers,  why  not  make  pra* 
vision  for  the  militia,  the  great  bulwark  of  our 
liberty,  the  ark  of  our  political  safety  ?  Doea  not 
sound  policy  dieute  this  course  1  To  whom  will 
you  look,  and  to  whom  will  posterity  look,  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  in  case  of  another  war,  if 
it  be  not  to  the  militia  ? 

Let  any  member  of  this  honorable  Committee 
figure  to  hicnself  the  situation  of  a  frontier*>niaih 
a.  raager,  in  the  war  upon  ihe  Western  frpaiier. 
Ha  enlists,  betausa  his  family^  his  couatty,  libera 
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ty,  and  property,  everything  held  dear  and  sacred, 
is  endangered ;  he  scorns  to  fly.  he  expects  pay, 
because  it  is  right,  and  he  cannot  serve  without 
it.    He  goes  in  debt,  supplies  his  own  provision, 
horse,  and  clothing;   he  marches  not  into  the 
open  field  to  meet  in  broad  day-light  a  civilized 
enemy,  but,  in  the  wide  wilderness,  to  combat 
with  the  lifle,  the  tomahawk,  and  scalping-knife, 
leaving  his  defenceless  family  behind,  at  home, 
expecting  every  night  to  be  slaughtered  by  the 
ruthless  and  relentless  savage  foe,  who  creep  from 
their  hiding  places,  make  their  attack  in  the  dark, 
by  surprise,  and,  unless  successful,  are  off  throuffo 
the  thicket  with  all  the  rapidity  of  the  deer.  The 
savage  hunts  the  ranger  as  he  would  hunt  the 
doe.    Wet  and  cold  are  the  days,  and  dismal  are 
the  nights  he  has  spent  in  his  countr^r's  cause. 
Peace  is  proclaimea — it  brings  glad  tidinj^s  to 
every  hqnest  heart.    The  ranger  and  the  militia- 
man return,  they  expect  payment,  everybody  sup- 
posed they  long  since  would  have  been  paid, 
without  ir  they  cannot  discharge  their  debts. 
Their  certificates  for  pay  more  worthless  than 
Philadelphia  bills  in  New  York,  or  New  York 
bills  in  Philadelphia  were,  during  the  war.  They 
must  dispose  of  them  at  a  discount,  or  the  bailiff 
sells  their  property  or  confines  them  in  prison. 
Similar  has  been  the  fate  of  many  an  honest  hus- 
bandman.   The  militia  of  that  portion  of  the 
country  which  he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  had 
defended  the  country  before  and  during  the  whole 
war.    We  were  without  regular  troops ;  it  is  true 
there  were  ten  companies  of  rangers  for  three 
Territories,  but  those  were  taken  from  the  mili- 
tia of  that  country,  and  the  few  regular  troops 
did  little  more  than  perform  garrison  duty.    The 
country  was  greatly  harassed  during  the  whole 
war,  and  he  could  here  give  a  long  caulogue  of 
iMirbarous  and  bloody  murders  committed,  which 
he  forebore  to  detain  the  Committee  to  relate. 

The  militia,  the  independent  farmers  of  the 
West,  when  the  colonization  of  the  Western  coun- 
try was  threatened  by  the  British  veteran  forces 
at  New  Orleans,  and  hordes  of  blood-thirsty  sav- 
ages, headed  hj  British  myrmidons  and  emissa- 
ries, were  pressing  upon  the  settlements  in  the 
North,  they,  the  people  of  the  West,  the  father 
and  the  son,  the  aged  and  the  infirm,  rallied 
around  the  standard  of  their  country,  and  did 
march,  and  would  again  march,  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet,  to  spill  the  last  drop  of  blood  sooner 
than  the  tyrant  of  the  ocean,  the  destroyer  of 
mankind,  the  spoiler  of  free  trade,  and  the  deadly 
enemy  of  all  free  Govern  ments,  should  have 
gained  a  foothold  in  this  happy  land  of  liberty 
and  equal  rights. 

The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Miliury  Affairs,  (Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,) 
sa^s  they  have  not  neglected  the  militia,  in  bis 
opinion,  if  I  understood  him  right ;  and  under* 
takes  to  prove  this  position,  by  stating  that  Con- 
gress have  given  a  donation  of  land  to  the  widows 
of  the  late  John  Allen,  and  Captains  Hart  and 
Hickman ;  that  we  have  embraced  the  cases  of 
widows  and  orphans.  Certainly,  providing  for 
the  widows  ana  orphans  of  •  the  deceased,  is  not 


providing  for  the  militia  themselves.  Make  lib- 
eral and  generous  provision  for  the  militia  ;  re- 
ward those  whose  interest  it  will  be  to  rally  around 
the  standard  of  the  country,  and  to  meet  the  in- 
vasion of  the  enemy  as  they  would  trespassers 
upon  their  own  personal  concerns^  and  you  will 
never  be  forced  to  resort  to  conscriptions. 

On  the  contrary,  if  vou  grant  extra  bounties  to 
such  professional  gentlemra  as  have  given  op  the 
practice  of  the  law,  worth  five  thousand  dollars  a 
year ;  to  commercial  men  who  have  quit  their 
pursuits,  worth  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year,  as 
stated  by  an  honorable  gentleman,  and  the  ex- 
clusive advocates  of  disbanded  officers,  who,  with 
such  lucrative  professions  and  employments,  have 
a  competency  to  return  to ;  while  you  withhold 
relief  to  such  as  have  been  ruineo  by  the  war, 
and  refuse  to  reward  your  militia,  who  have 
gained  you  most  splendid  victories,  fought  the 
battles  of  the  country,  preserved  the  honor  of  the 
nation — soldiers  composed  of  farmers,  American 
husbandmen,  fresh  from  their  fields,  separated 
from  their  families, firesides, and  homes,  who,  upon 
the  sound  of  their  country's  alarm,  have  marcned 
to  its  standard,  and  met  the  invasion  of  the  mer- 
cenary enemies  to  the  rights  of  man,  to  liberty, 
and  a  free  Government ;  forced  them  to  retire  with 
^eat  slaughter,  and  crowned  this  nation  with 
immortal  glory— withhold,  I  say,  a  reward  to  this 
meritorious  class  of  the  community — put  them 
off  with  the  honorable  thanks  of  the  nation — be- 
stow bounties  exclusively  upon  disbanded  ofli- 
cers,  and  in  all  future  contests,  as  in  the  late  war, 
you  will  have  officers  by  thousands,  but  few  sol- 
diers, to  fight  the  battles  of  this  beloved  country. 

Messrs.  Cannon,  Ross,  McKeb,  and  Wil- 
liams, supported  the  motion,  and  opposed  the 
frant  of  land  to  the  disbanded  officers.  Messrs. 
Imitb  of  Maryland,  Jackson  of  Virginia;  and 
Wilde,  were  adverse  to  the  motion,  and  in  favor 
of  awardioff  the  bounty  proposed  in  the  bill. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  was  finally 
agreed  to — ayes  74,  nays  60. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  Dbsba,  the  2d  section  of 
the  bill  was  so  amended  as  to  confine  the  land 
bounty  to  those  soldiers,  above  forty-five  and  un- 
der eighteen  years  of  age,  who  enlisted  ^  for  five 
years  or  during  the  war." 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  Jackson  of  Virginia,  a  new 
section  was  added  to  the  bill  for  the  purpose  of 
guarding,  as  far  as  possible,  the  bounty  from  falling 
into  the  hands  of  speculators,  by  prohibiting  the 
transfer  of  right  thereto,  until  after  the  patent  has 

issued. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Fbiday,  February  16. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Montgomery  county,  and  of  the 
Northern  Liberties  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the  mails 
may  not  be  transported  or  opened  on  Sundays. 

Mr.  Easton  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Territory  of  Missouri^  requesting 
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that  sooM  provistoii  may  be  adopted  to  afford  re- 
lief to  settlers  oo  pablie  lands  in  that  Territory, 
irho  hare  been  ordered  to  remove  therefrom  by 
the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  of  the  12th  December,  1815.-^Referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  relating 
to  settlers  on  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Jbwbtt  sobmitted  the  following  resolution ; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table : 

Raoioed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  reqnested  to  eavse  to  be  laid  before  this  Honse,  a 
statement  of  all  eapenses  which  have  been  incurred  in 
the  Cky  of  Washington,  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  Stales,  for  erecting  edijficesof  any  lund,  and  for 
repairing  and  ornamenting  bnildings  of  any  khid,  and 
for  improTing  the  streets  and  squares  of  the  city,  and 
for. all  other  purposes  of  ornament  and  Improvement, 
(excepting  me  navy  yard  and  its  buildings  and  Im* 
provements,)  designating,  as  speci^cally  as  the  nature 
of  the  case  will  aamit,  the  years  when  the  several  ex- 
penditures were  incurred,  the  purposes  to  which  they 
were  applied,  and  the  funds  out  of  wluch  the  same 
were  paid  or  appropriated,  distinguishing  between  such 
payments  as  were  made  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Uni- 
tea  States,  and  such  as  were  made  out  of  theproceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  property  within  the  restrict  of 
Columbia,  or  out  of  other  dbtnct  funds,  or  donations 
received:  and  also  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  the 
funds  derived  from  the  sale  of  lots,  and  other  public 
property  vrithin  the  City  of  Washington,  and  of  the 
pr^able  value  of  the  public  property  remaining  on 
hand. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
increase  the  pensions  of  Robert  White,  and  Jacob 
Wrighter,"  was  read  the  third  time,  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  ^An  act  to  increase 
the  pensions  of  Robert  White,  Jacob  Wrighter, 
John  Young,  and  John  Crampersey.'' 

PETITION  OF  WILLIAM  FLOOD. 

Mr.  Yancbt,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  William  Flood, 
which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  William  Flood ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioner  owned  and  occupied  a  vsluable 
dwelling-honse,  together  with  a  valuable  mill  and  other 
otttbouses,  on  the  weet  side  of  the  river  Mississippi, 
previous  to  the  month  of  December,  1814 ;  on  the  27th 
of  that  month,  the  plantation  of  the  petitioner  was 
taken  possession  of  by  Brigadier  General  David  B. 
Morgan,  under  an  order  from  General  Andrew  Jack* 
eon,  then  commanding  the  United  States  troops  in  New 
Orleans  and  its  vicinity,  and  the  houses  occupied  by 
the  officers  and  troops  under  his  command.  On  the 
morning  of  the  8th  of  January,  1815,  General  Morgan 
was  attacked  by  the  enemy,  fbrced  from  his  position, 
and  the  houses  of  the  petitioner,  together  with  his  mill 
and  timber,  at  the  same  time  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 
It  appears  to  the  committee,  from  documents  accom- 
panying the  petition,  that  the  proper^r  was  destroyed 
on  account  of  its  being  occupied  by  me  troops  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  bar- 
racks being  again  erected  for  the  defence  of  New  Or- 
leans. No  other  buildings  at  that  place,  or  in  the 
neighborhood,  were  destroyed;  and  it  was  known  to 


the  enemy  that  the  mill  of  the  petitioner  had  ftmaisbed  • 
the  timber  vritli  which  the  batteries  had  been  con- 
structed. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  is 
entitled  to  relief,  and  therefore  report  by  bill. 

PETITION  OP  EDMUND  DANA. 

Mr.  Yancey  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Edmund  Dana ;  which  was  read,  and  the  res- 
olution therein  contained  was  concurred  in  by 
the  House.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

Thai  the  petitioBer  states  that,  during  the  late  war, 
he  acted  in  .the  capacity  of  a  clothing  sutler  to  the  dif- 
ferent posts  and  regiments  of  the  third  mititaiy  district ; 
that  he  opened  shop  in  the  different  garrisons  for  Uie 
sale  of  such  articles  of  clothing  as  suited  Uie  conve- 
nience of  the  officers  and  solSers ;  and  that,  having 
given  credit  to  many  of  the  soldiers  for  such  articles  as 
they  purchased,  he  has  lost  many  of  his  debts  by  the 
death  and  desertion  of  his  debtors,  and  by  some  of  the 
soldiers  having  been  discharged  on  sccount  of  their 
being  minors. 

He  asks  of  Congress  to  pass  a  law  authorising  him 
to  receive  the  wages  which  may  be  due  from  the  Gov- 
ernment to  such  deserters,  deceased  and  disdiarged 
Boldiers. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  he  is  entitled  to 
no  relief  from  Government.  If  he  has  made  contracts 
with  the  officers  or  soldisrs,  he  must  look  to  them  to 
comply  with  the  same;  the  Government  cannot  inter- 
fere to  settle  such  accounts.  The  committee  recom- 
mend to  the  House  the  following  resolution : 

Ruolvedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted.  • 

MILITARY  SERVICES. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  order  of  the  day  ;  and 
the  Committee  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
further  to  provide  for  military  services  during  the 
late  war. 

Mr.  Bradbury  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  second  section  of  the  bill : 

*'  That  if  any  non-commissioned  officer,  musician, 
or  private,  of  &e  regular  Army,  shall  have  died  while 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  leaving  a  widow, 
or,  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  children  under  fourteen 
years  of  age,  such  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  such  child 
or  children  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  half  the  monthly 
pay  to  which  the  deceased  was  entitled  at  the  time  of 
his  decease,  for  and  during  the  term  of  five  years,  upon 
the  same  terms  and  conations,  and  under  the  same 
rules,  restrictions  and  conditions  as  are  provided  bylaw 
for  the  widovra  and  children  of  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers, musicians,  and  privates,  of  the  regular  Army, 
who  have  been  killed  or  died  of  wounds  received  in 
battle." 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Bradlby,  in 
support  of  his  motion,  and  by  Mr.  Desha  and 
Mr,  Johnson  against  it,  the  amendment  was  dis- 
agreed to ;  and  Mr.  Johnson  moved  to  add  the 
following  to  the  second  section  of  the  bill : 

And  be  itfuHher  enacted^  That  in  case  of  the  death 
of  a  soldier  of  the  regular  Army,  the  widow  sliall,  in 
all  cases,  be  considered  as  one  of  the  heirs,  with  the 
child  or  chidren  of  said  regular  soldier ;  and  in  all  such 
cases,  the  said  widow  shall  have  her  election  to  take 
for  herself  and  child  or  children  the  five  years'  half  pajt 
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i^  Ino  of  tha  lai^  hofw$j.9od.  the  Uimo  npvtlis'  paj 
B«ii  miiowod  by  Uw  tp-Uie  he]r8jm4  lepvMeiitMiTaf  of 
nid  decedent 

Before  this  propositioQ  wa^  decided  od,  a  mo- 
tion was  made,  aiid  carried,  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table. 

CANADUN  R35FUG£Be. 

The  Committeeproceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  Canadian  refugees 
who  entered  the  American  service  daring  the 
laie  war.  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wsbstbb, 
when  tha  bill  was  last  ond«r  eonsider«tioo,  to 
strilaB  oat  the  first  section,  being  the  first  question 
for  deeision* 

On  this  motion  a  yery  animated,  and,  from  the 
argument  introdueed,  a  very  interesting  debate 
toq)t  p)ace^  The  bill  was  aavocated  with  much 
zeal  by  Messrs.  Cuthbeat,  and  Robertson  ;  and 
^n  warmly  opposed  by  Mr.  Holbeet. 
The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  remarks 

BMde  by  Mr.  Hdlbeat,  at  difierent  times,  oo 

thii.  bill,  while  it  was  before  &  Committee  of 

the  Whole. 

Mr.  HuLBBET  said :  I  can  never  consent,  Mr* 
CliairmaQ,  to  give  my.  vote  in  fator  of  the  bill 
wliieb  ia  now  tuider  coosiderAtion.  My  cool  and 
dflliberate  judgtnem,  and  ail  the  fteliftgs  of  my 
heart,  are  lUteriy  oppoeed  to  it. 

Without  oaeaoing  to  question,  in  the  slighteet 
degree,  the  pwrity  of  intention  of  »ny  svntleman 
who  hae  had  an  ageaejr  io  reporting  thie  bill,  or 
has  in  any  way  given  it  his  support.  I  must  say, 
that  I  think  it  is  founded  on. principles  which  are 
wholly  inconsistent  with  the  doctrines  of  moral- 
ity, and  the  dictates  of  justice  and  sound  policy. 

Sir,  what  does  this  bill  propose ;  what  are  its 
objects?  Let  me  examine,  in  the  first  place,  its 
most  exceptionable  and  odious  provision — I  mean 
that  which  relates  to  those  inhabitants  of  Can- 
ada, who,  in  the  late  war,  owing  allegiance  to 
Great  Britain,  deserted  to  your  standard,  and 
fcoght  against  their  own  Government. 

If  you  adopt  this  part  of  the  bill,  you  sanction 
one  of  t{ie  foulest  ajid  most  detestable  crim.es  that 
oaw-bfl  perpetrated^  by  a  hptnan  beiog;  a  crime 
tbit  strilUa  deep  at  the  foundation  of  all  Govern- 
mfPU^.  aii|d  of  civilized  aociety — yx>a  sanction 
ti^eaNOUo  Ntty,  you  go  a  frightful  distance  beyond 
tj^siy^^o^b^ace  the icaitorf^Md give  hii««Ticih 
iVMivi^d  Tor  hie  crime. 

8ir;  a n«tian  is  styledt  a. mAral.  peisoAf  and  I 
df^think  tliai.  ntf^  aa  tho  B^reaeoMives.Qf.  tiMi 
nation,  ought  never. to  adopt  any  meawre  whiehi 
in  our  private  capacity,  we  would  not  cordially 
approve,  Surely  we  are  not  sent  here  to  Utgia- 
lltie  against  the  dictates  of  our  own  consoieoctes^ 
and  iSe  best  feelings  of  our  hearts.  Let  me  a^k, 
ttien,  is  there  a  single  person  in  this  honorable 
committee  who  would,  upon  any  conaideration 
whatsoever,  in  private  life,  epcourage  and  reward 
a  villain  for  the  commission  of  a  base  and  iofa- 
mous  crime?  No^  sir.  Then  let  ua  instantly  con- 
dfflao  and  reject  the  prop^ition  before  u«»    In 

Sriocipleit  ispevveraa,  in  i^tmpU  it  would  be 
^Bgteoosk 


What  is  it  th%t  makes  us  admire  those  inataneea 
of  oonduQt  recorded  io  history,  where  the  prol^ 
fered  assistance  of  treacherous  men  lias  been  in- 
dignantly refused?  Let  me  take  a  single  and 
familiar  instance.  What  is  it  that  makes  us  ad* 
mire  the  conduct  of  the  Romans,  in  spurning  the 
proposition  of  the  physician  of  Pyrrfaoa,  who 
offered  to  poison  his  noaster,  and  thereby  free  the 
Romans  from  a  most  powerful  and  dreaded  ene- 
my ?  It  is  tb«t  noble  «nd  exalted  principle  in  our 
nati4re  which  inspires  us,  nay,  which  constraina 
us,  to  love  great  and  generous  aetioas  w^herev^t 
we  find  them.  It  is-tbat  self-sanM. principle  wbidi 
ought,  at  this,  moment,  irreeistibly  to  in^el  as  to 
stamp  with  abhotreaee  the  hill  now  before  tbe 
Committeev 

It  ie  one  of  the  nobleat  traits  in  the  eharacter 
of  Lord  Thurlow.  that,  when  be  was  Chancellor 
of  Bogland,  he  refesed  to  dishonor  the  great  sesl 
of  that  nation  by  placing  it  to  the  grant  of  a  pen- 
sion to  the  infamous  Arnold.  And  shall  the  seal 
of  tbis  enlightened  and  yirtuous  Republic  be 
stamped  upon  this  foul  iniquity,  this  palpable 
treason?  Shall  traitors  carry  witli  them  tUs 
high  testimony  of  your  approbation  ?  Sir,  while 
you  extend  your  bounty  to  these  faithless  ioreiga- 
ers^  you  corrupt  the  hearts  of  your  own  people, 
Yoa.  teach  tbem  that  fidelity  is  no  virtue,  aad 
that  treason  is  no  crime.  What  must  they  tJuftk 
of  the  political  morality  of  that  Qovernmeat, 
which,  in  one  law,  denounces  against  its  own 
citizens  the  awful  punishment  of  death,  for  de- 
sertion, and  in  another  law,  in  force  at  the  same 
time^  gives  a  high  reward  to  the  subjects  of  a 
foreign  nation  for  having  been  guilty  ot  the  same 
crime  ?  It  does  appear  to  me  t^at  such  pruceed- 
ings  ^ave  a  manifest  tendency,  to  confound  all 
notions  of  right  and  wrong,  and  to  annihilate  the 
very  distinctions  between,  vice  and  virtue. 

Gentlemen  say  they  can  find  precedents  in  the 
history  of  our  own  Government,  to  jostify  this 
measure.  Sir,  precedents  avail  nothiai^  against, 
principle ;  they  can  never  justify  anything  radt* 
cally  wrong.  If  it  can  be  shown  that  you  hava 
heretofore  done  anything  like  that  which  is  bow 
proposed.  I  pray  you  to  repeat  of  the  sin  yoa  bavie 
donCi  ana  sin  no  morcu 

The  honorable  geatkma*  from  Naw  Yorii, 
{Mr*  Theoop,)  has  compared  the  eaae  of  tluao< 
deiiartaes.to  tim  ghvioiis  cause  of  tbeAmetioaa. 
Revolatioo.  Need  I  siindieate  your  ooiiairf 
againat  this  anoMrited  eharge  ?  Shall  I  offer  ta 
show  that  the  illusinoos  founders  of  your  llbee- 
ties  were  not  deserters,  were  not  traitors?*  Ne^  L 
will  not  thus  degrade  them ;  I  will  leave  their 
vindfcutioB  to  your  own  heart,  to  the  hearts  of 
the  American  people,  and  to  impartial  history. 

Sir,  the  honorable  Speaker,  (Mr.  Clat,)  in  the 
fervor  of  hi»  attaphment  to  this  bill,  has  pio- 
nouQced  a  high  euloi^ium  on  the  character  and- 
conduct  of  the  late  Colonel  Wilcox,  commander 
of  the  corps  of  Oaoadiaa  voluateers.  He  has 
praised  in  the  highest  stroio9  of  admiration  tbfi 
imputed  virtues  of  this  many  and  baa  ranked  htm 
adBoog  the.  uMiait  ealted  patriotaof  the  eaith.  Ho 
hao.evaa..ceAaaced^  with  n*  little  eeveiity»  Uw  o^ 
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poserv  of  this  bill,  who  have  dared  is  debate  to 
Dame  this  deceased  patriot — dared  to  disturb  the 
ashes  of  the  dead.  Sir,  let  me  remind  the  honor- 
able Speakeri  that  Wilcox  was  Erst  named  hj  the 
friends  of  thisbill|and  that  his  alleged  patriotism 
and  deYOtedness  to  this  countrf  were  stated  in 
glowing  terms,  to  influence  the  deeision  of  this 
question.  Could  1  believe  that  the  historT  of  this 

K^rson  is  correctly  understood,  I  would  dwell  no 
nger  on  the  subject,  for  I  war  not  with  the  dead. 
But  I  am  confident  that  erroneous  imprenions 
^Fe  been  made.  I  haTe  reason  to  snspeet  that 
many  members  of  this  Committee  do  at  this  mo* 
meiH  believe  that  he  was  a  native  citizen  of  this 
coaotry,  and  that  he  returned  to  the  United  States 
to  fight  the  battles  of  the  land  that  gave  him  birth. 
It  is  my  duty  to  put  this  matter  ri^ht. 

Colonel  Wilcox  was  a  native  oflreland— aooe 
the  worse  for  that — I  love  an  honest  full-hearted 
Irishman.  Having  become  discontented  at  home, 
he  abandoned  the  land  of  his  nativity,  aad,  re- 
moving into  Upper  Canada,  established  his  resi- 
dence in  Newark,  where  he  became  the  editor  of 
a  newspaper,  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Parliament  of  that  province.  He  was  resident  in 
Newark  when  the  late  war  against  Great  Britain 
was  declared.  Did  he  then  fly  to  your  country, 
and  espouse  your  cause  ?  Na  he  took  up  arms 
against  yon.  He  fought  for  his  King.  lie  was 
a  leader  of  Canadian  militia  at  the  battles  of 
Clueenstown  and  Fort  George.  His  allegiance  to 
Iris  royal  master  held  out  until  Fort  George  and 
Newark  were  subdued  by  yOur  arms.  Theo, 
when  the  cause  of  your  enemy  was  considered 
desperate,  when  it  was  confidently  expected  that 
all  Canada  Would  soon  be  in  your  possession,  he 
deserted  his  friends,  and  joined  your  staodard, 
his  sword  yet  reeking  with  the  blood  of  your  cit- 
J2ens.  Such  was  the  man  on  whom  thw  warm 
eologium  has  been  proaoaiiced.  and  of  wham  the 
honorable  Speaker  was  pleased  lo  say,  '*  if  Wil- 
aox  was  guilty  of  treason,  then  was  your  WaA- 
ington  a  traitor."  Surely  the  hiatory  of  this  per- 
son was  not  rightly  understood.  Sir,  I^admire 
Iha  ingenuity  of  the  honorable  SnealEer-^I admire 
the  warm^  of  his  ht«rt— 4»Qt  I  lagret  that  his 
ttfrrent  of  feeling,  hts  tempest  of  thmigbt,  ihoold 
have  been  poilred  out  in  praise  of  sUch  a  parson, 
•ad  in  support  of  such  claims. 

But  the  plea  of  retaliation  is  mged  i>n  filirdr  of 
fhia  bill,  it  is  eald  that,  during  the  late  W«r, 
Oreat  Britain  attempted  to  seduce  your  citizens 
fi^om  their  allegiauce  to  your  Qotemment.  Sir, 
this  !s  a  dangerous  plea,  and  tttay  lead  to  most 
disastrous  consequences.  It  ought  to  be  kept  con- 
stantly in  mind,  that  there  is  a  wide  difference 
between  What  an  enemy  may  have  a  vi^ht  to  de- 
knand  of  you,  and  what  your  own  conscience  and 
the  laws  of  morality  may  require.  If  an  enemy 
has  been  guilty  of  wanton  cruelty  toward  you-^ 
if  be  has  practised  seductive  arts  upon  your  eiti- 
zensi  or  has  in  any  way  violated  aay  of  those 
rights  which  he  ought  to  hold  eaered,  surely  he 
cannot  complain  if  his  own  wcapona  be  tttfned 
agaiast  him.  But  are  you  jastofled,  beoaose  the 
guilt  of  your  enediy  Will  not  allow  htai  to  ta- 


proaoh  fon  ?  Sir,  this  doctrine  of  iretaliatiott  has 
heretofore  proved  not  a  little  unfortunate  for  yov. 
It  was  the  plea  which  our  late  enemy  used  as  an 
excuse  for  the  most  unfeeling  and  barbarous  eoa- 
duct.  Had  it  not  been  for  this  abominable  doc- 
trine, the  people  of  Lewiston  and  Buffalo  might 
still  have  been  enjoying,  in  their  own  houses,  the 
comforts  and  blessings  of  domestic  lifo.  And  had 
it  not  been  for  this  wicked  doctrine,  your  once 

Koud  and  magnificent  Capitol  might  still  have 
en  standing,  the  pride  and  ornament  of  your 
country.  Let  no  one  sUspeot  me  of  wishiug  to 
offer  tbe  slightest  apology  for  the  eneiiiy,  for  dee- 
olatiag  the  villages  I  hare  named,  or  for  bnming 
the  public  buildings  of  this  city.  No,  tbev  were 
vandal  deeds,  and  my  soul  detests  them.  But  still 
more  do  I  detest  the  odious  principle  of  this  bill. 
He  who  destroys  palaces,  and  demolishes  citiea^ 
does  an  infinitely  less  injury  to  the  cause  or 
humanity,  than  he  who  poisons  the  fountain  of 
momlity,  and  corrupts  the  human  heart. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  it  for  a  moment  be 
grants  that  «re  have  an  unquestionable  right  Co 
adopt  this  measure,  and  that  there  is  no  objection 
to  it  in  point  of  principle.  Still  we  are  bound 
to  inquire,  whether  it  would  be  politic,  i  con- 
tend that  it  would  be  directly  the  reverse.  Pan 
this  bill,  sir,  and  It  amy  hereafter  bring  wretch- 
edness upon  many  of  the  people  of  this  country. 
The  tears  of  thousands  may  flow  in  consequence 
of  the  rash  and  impolitic  act.  Should  we  agahi 
be  involfud  in  war  with  Great  Britain,  do  yott 
believe  that  the  enemy  would  forget,  or  would 
patiently  bear  this  insult  ?  No,  it  would  kindle 
m  his  mind  an  unquenchable  flame  of  resent- 
ment. It  would  provoke  him  to  the  most  dea- 
perate  acts  of  retalmtlon.  Do  you  not  shudder 
at  the  thought  that  he  might  excite  fithiopia  to 
stretch  forth  a  desolating  nand  over  some  parte 
of  your  territory  9  Bven  in  that  case,  you  could 
not  complain.  No,  this  biU  would  stare  you  in 
the  face,  and  your  mouth  would  be  hermetically 
sealed.  You  seduced,  and  armed  against  your 
enemy,  his  own  subjects ;  he,  in  return  excites 
your  slaves  to  treason  and  rebellion.  Sir.  I  need 
not  enumerate  the  calamities  that  would  ue  con- 
sequent njKM  such  a  system  of  retaliatfon.  Your 
own  imagination  already  calls  them  up  in  dread- 
ful array  before  yod. 

But  we  are  reminded,  that  there  is  afidHker 
description  of  persons,  whose  claims  aie  included 
in  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  It  is  stated,  that  these 
men  were  native  citizens  of  the  tTnited  States; 
that,  with  a  view  to  improve  their  condition,  they 
refuoved  to  Canada  before  the  late  war,  where 
they  became  owners  of  real  estate;  that,  at  the 
commencement  of  hostilities,  they  were  compell- 
ed either  to  join  the  standard  of  that  Government, 
or  to  fly  from  the  territory  of  your  enemy,  and 
abandotk their  estates  to  confiscation;  that  theif 
preferred  the  latter  course,  returned  to  this  contt- 
trv,  and  joined  your  armies,  in  consequence  of 
which  their  property  was  confiaeated.  Aud  they 
now  ask  of  you  indemnification  for  the  losses 
they  have  thus  sustained. 
Sir,  admit  all  these  facta,  and  yet  what  ckiiaa 
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have  these  refuffees  on  your  geaerosity,  or  yonr 
justice,  beyond  taose  of  thousands  who  could  be 
named?    Why  are  they  to  be  preferred  to  those 
good  citizens,  who  have  constantly  remained  with- 
in your  territory,  been  under iatmgly  faithful  to 
your  QoYeroment,  and  suffered,  in  consequence  of 
the  war,  the  severest  losses  ?    It  is  answered,  that 
these  refugees  have  rendered  you  peculiar  and 
extraordinary  services.    In  attempting  to  show 
this  fact,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Troup)  has  made  a  statement,  which, 
insteaa  of  inclining  me  to  support  this  bill,  ex- 
cites my  indignation  against  it.    He  tells  you 
that  these  reniffees,  having  lived  in  Canada,  be- 
came intimately  acquainted  with  the  country, 
and  afterwards  served  as  guides  to  conduct  your 
armies  and  your  scouting  parties  into  different 
parts  of  the  territory  of  youf  enemy.    Yes,  they 
did  know  the  country ;  and  how  came  they  to 
know  it?    The  generous  proclamation  of  the 
Canadian  Government  had  led  them  there.  They 
had  received  lands  of  the  Crown,  almost  without 
price.    They  had  formally  declared  themselves 
British  subjects,  and  had  taken  an  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  King.    They  remained  under  the 
Eroteetion  of  their  adopted  royal  master,  until 
is  cause  in  Canada  appeared  hopeless.    Then, 
forgetting  his  bountv,  spurning  the  declaration 
they  bad  made,  and  the  oath  they  had  taken,  they 
fled  to  your  country^  and  soon  appeared  leading 
your  armies,  and  pointing  their  bavonets  against 
their  late  neighbors  and  friends.    Sir,  every  good 
feeling  of  my  heart  rebels  against  a  claim  founded 
on  such  conduct. 

But  it  is  asserted  that  the  faith  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  is  pledged  to  make  good  these  losses ;  that 
your  commanders  on  the  Canadian  frontier  made 
the  pledge^  and  that  you  are  bound  to  redeem  it. 
And  to  put  this  matter  beyond  a  doubt,  the  cele- 
bnited  proclamation  of  General  Hull  is  intro- 
duced. Sir,  history  speaks  of  a  famous  Grecian, 
who  never  laughed  but  once,  and  that  was  when 
lie  saw  an  ass  mumbling  a  thistle.  But  sure  I 
am  that  grave  gentleman  would  have  laughed  at 
least  once  more,  could  he  have  read  this  procla- 
mation, and  seen  it  offered  as  high  authority  in 
the  Grand  Councils  of  this  nation.  Do  not  gen- 
tlemen know  that  the  Government  have  con- 
stantly disowned  this  proclamation,  and  denied 
that  they  ever  gave  any  authority  or  countenance 
to  it  1  Have  they  not  condemned  to  death  its 
author  ?  And  does  he  not  now  live  at  the  mercy 
of  the  President?  But  I  care  not  whether  this 
ludicrous  thing  was  authorized  or  not.  It  does  not 
contain  a  single  word  which  favors  the  claims  of 
these  refugees.  Let  us  look  at  that  part,  on  which 
reliance  has  been  placed.  It  is  this:  "In  the  name 
of  my  country,  and  by  authority  of  my  Govern- 
ment, I  promise  you  protection  to  your  persons, 
properties,  and  rights."  This  proclamation  was 
addressed  ^  to  the  peaceful  and  unoffending  in- 
habitants of  Canada  f  they  were  assured  that 
the  General  had  "a  force  which  would  look 
down  all  opposition,"  and  were  told  that  they 
"  should  be  treated  as  enemies,  and  should  suffer 
all  the  calamities  of  war,  if  they  took  part  with 


their  Government."  .  It  is  perfectly  manifest,  that 
the  object  of  this  address  was  to  pre  vent  the  peo- 
ple of  Canada  from  joining  the  British  standard ; 
and'it  impliedly  condemns  the  course  which  these 
refugees  pursued.  For  they  were  cautioned  to 
remain  peaceful,  and  were  promised  protection 
if  they  did  so  \  but  they  were  not  invited  to  join 
your  armies,  or  to  give  aiiy  aid  or  assistance  to 
your  cause.  8i^  General  Hull  promised  no  more 
to  the  Canadians,  than  all  great  generals  engage 
on  entering  the  territories  of  their  enemy.  Kh 
naparte,  when  he  entered  Russia,  promised  the 

nle  protection  to  their  persons  and  property, 
ey  would  remain  quiet,  and  take  no  part  in 
the  contest ;  and  the  allied  generals  made  a  like 
engagement  to  the  people  of  France,  when  they 
lately  marched  into  that  kingdom. 

When  it  was  stated  that  your  commanders  on 
the  Canadian  line  had  encouraged  these  claim- 
ants to  desert,  what  said  my  honorable  friend, 
(Mr.  Conner,)  who  had  acted  as  the  aid  of  General 
Dearborn  ?  With  the  pride  of  a  soldier,  ajid  the 
feelings  of  a  high-miooed  man,  he  denied  the  as- 
sertion, and  repelled  the  charge.  He  declared 
that  such  conduct  would  have  been  abhorrent 
to  the  mind  of  General  Dearborn,  and  the  offi- 
cers under  his  command;  that  they  disdained 
to  practise  anything  but  open  and  honorable 
warfare.'*'    Where,  then,  is  the  proof  that  Govem- 


*  The  remarks  of  Mr.  Hnlbeit,  of  Massachusetts,  on 
the  Canadisn  Volunteer  bill,  have  been  published  ia 
the  Federal  Republican.  From  this  statement  it  might 
be  inferred,  as  indisposition  prevented  Mr.  Conner 
from  giving  his  vote  on  that  question,  that  he  was  op- 
posed to  Uie  passage  of  the  bill ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
would  have  received  his  eheerfhl  support.  The  hon- 
orable Mr.  Tlnoop,  of  New  York,  had  referred  to  Col- 
onel Preston's  proclamation  at  Fort  Erie,  as  authority 
that  Major  General  Deaxboro,  then  commanding  on 
the  Niagara  frontier,  had  invited  the  inhabitants  of 
Canada  to  join  Uie  American  standard,  or  at  least  to 
leave  the  country. 

Mr.  Conner  explained.  He  said,  that  at  the  time 
alluded  to  proelamations  had  beeome  a  byeword 
through  Uie  nation ;  ^ey  had  become  ridiculous.  It 
was  the  intention  of  General  Dearborn  to  elftet  what 
he  attempted  by  the  sword,  and  not  by  the  pea;  and 
had  not  a  most  severe  illness  entirely  prevented  his 
personal  attention  to  the  concerns  of  the  army,  at  a 
time  when  it  was  most  required,  or  had  not  a  mere 
accident,  which  could  not  l«  so  well  escpressed  in  any 
other  terms,  than  "  a  strange  fatality,"  prevented  the 
enemy's  destruction  at  Sandy  Creek;— from  a  minute 
acquaintance  with  every  particular  of  the  transaction, 
he  knew  Uiat  General  Chandler's  arrangements  at  that 
point  were  judicious— -his  troops  formed  for  battle  at 
the  time  of  attack,  and  his  conduct  gallant ;  as  evi- 
dence of  it,  the  enemy  were  completely  routed,  after 
having  sustained  three  times  the  American  loss; — had 
not  these  unfortunate  circumstances  intervened,  he 
had  no  doubt  that  Upper  Canada  would  have  beea 
conquered  that  campaign.  Mr.  C.  said,  that  at  the 
time  General  DeariNnn  took  poasesnon  of  Fort  George^ 
Colonel  Preston  had  just  arrived  with  his  oonmiand  at 
Fort  Erie.  The  enemy  at  that  post,  having  masked 
his  retreat  under  a  cannonade,  abandoned  and  dnmoK 
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meat  is  nnder  any  partionlar  engagement  to  these 
refageeB?  None  has  been  produced,  and  none 
exists.  Why,  then,  are  they  to  be  preferred  to 
thousands  of  good  honest  people,  who  are  daily 
snpplicating  us  in  vain  for  assistance? 

Sir,  while  yon  are  considering  these  claims,  do 
yon  forget  the  people  of  Lewiston  and  Buffalo  ? 
Ha?e  you  forgotten  that  you  brought  upon  them 
an  enemy,  who  in  the  spirit  of  revenge  reduced 
their  Tillages  to  ashes  ?  Faithful  to  your  cause, 
mao^  of  these  brave  and  patriotic  citizens  were 
fighting  the  battles,  of  your  country,  while  their 
houses  were  in  flames,and  their  wives  and  children, 
driven  from  their  homes,  were  shivering  in  the 
storms  of  winter.  Have  you  extended  relief  to 
these  good  people?  No,  they  have  pleaded  in 
Tain.  You  have  left  them  to  moisten  with  their 
tears  the  ashes  of  their  dwellings.  You  have 
told  them  that  you  pitied  them,  but  that  justice 
did  not  require,  and  that  policy  forbad,  that  you 
should  give  them  assistance.  In  like  manner  have 
you  treated  the  inhabitants  of  Havre  de  Grace, 
and  of  other  places  desolated  by  the  enemy. 
Sir,  you  have  allowed  nothing  to  the  owners  of 
cannon  foundries,  mills,  and  ropewalks,  which 
were  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  because  such  es- 
tablishments were  peculiarly  calculated  to  assist 
you  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  Let  me  re- 
mind you  of  the  case  of  Jabez  Hull,  who  lately 
came  from  Sackett's  Harbor  to  this  city,  and  at- 
tended here  for  weeks,  asklnff  for  what  he  con- 
sidered bis  just  and  honest  dues.  Among  other 
injuries  which  he  sustained  in  the  late  war,  his 
dwelling-house  was  wantonly  demolished  by  your 
own  solaiert,  and  a  part  of  the  bricks  converted 
into  ovens  for  the  use  of  the  camp.   Yet  the  Com- 

iahed  his  works.  Colonel  Preston  took  possession  of 
them,  and  probably  from  the  earnest  solicitations  of 
the  inhabitants  of  BuflUo,  who  knew  the  wishes  and 
ftelings  of  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  certainly  not 
with  the  knowledge  or  by  the  authority  of  General 
Dearborn,  he  was  indnced  to  publish  the  proclamation 
alluded  to.  Mr.  C.  said,  that  Colonel  Preston  was 
nndoubtedly  actuated  by  the  purest  and  most  honorable 
motives.  He  knew  that  gentlemen  personally:  there 
was  not  a  more  gallant  and  amiable  officer  in  the  army; 
one  more  la ved  and  respected.  No  one  regretted  more 
dian  himself  the  severe  wound,  which  would  in  a  great 
measure  deprive  the  country  of  his  usefulness.  But  it 
was  his  da^  to  state,  that  the  proclamation  was  not 
authorized  or  sanctioned  by  the  Commanding  GeneraL 
Mr.  C.  said,  he  should  vote  for  the  passage  of  that  bill. 
He  beUeved  that  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  pe- 
titioners were  natives  of  the  United  States,  who  had 
moved  into  Canada,  and  who  wished  to  remain  neu- 
tral during  the  contest.  But,  be  said,  a  conscrq»tion 
was  put  in  force  in  that  peninsula  of  the  most  arbitraiy 
nature ;  and  a  non-compUanoe  with  which  was  followed 
by  the  most  sanguinary  consequences ;  the  petitioners 
were  driven  to  the  necessity  of  plunging  tneir  bayo- 
nets in  the  bosoms  of  their  native  countrymen  or  join 
die  American  cause,  and,  nnder  these  circumstances, 
he  hoped  there  never  would  be  an  American  who 
would  not  adopt  the  same  alternative.  He  hoped  that 
Congress  would  make  an  adequate  compensation  for 
the  severe  losses  they  had  sustained,  which  was  called 
for  by  every  principle  of  justice  and  liberality. 


mittee  of  Claims  reported  against  his  petition,  on 
the  ground  that  the  Government  was  not  bound 
to  afford  indemnification  for  such  losses ;  and  the 
honorable  chairman  of  that  committee  (Mr.  Yan* 
get)  maintained  the  report  by  such  irresistible  ar- 
guments, that  it  was  adopted  by  a  large  majority  of 
the  House,  and  the  applicant  returned  to  hia 
family,  disappointed  and  distressed.  Sir,  let  ua 
not  forget  a  decision  which  has  this  day  been 
made.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
(Mr.  Robertson)  moved  an  amendment  to  this 
same  bill,  providing  relief  for  all  your  citizens, 
who  during  the  late  war,  without  any  fault  of 
their  own,  lost  property  b^  the  ravages  of  the 
enemy.  Did  yon  adopt  this  amendment  ?  No, 
yon  instantly  rejected  it.  I  beseech  you,  then,  to 
reject  this  bill.  Let  it  not  be  said  that  these  traitors, 
these  refugees,  are  faring  sumptuously  at  the  na- 
tional table,  while  your  own  citizens,  who  have 
constantly  adhered  to  your  Qovernment,  are  left, 
like  dogs,  to  pick  up  the  crumbs  that  fall  from  the 
same  table. 

Sir,  I  do  hope  for  the  honor  of  the  nation  that 
this  bill  will  not  be  fmssed  into  a  law.  I  should 
consider  it  a  foul  stain,  an  indelible  blot,  on  the 
^nnals  of  American  legislation. 

Mr.  Gbosvenor  denied  the  right  of  these 
men  to  compensation  in  any  other  character  but 
as  soldiers.  He  would  not  ask  whether  they  were 
traitors  or  not ;  it  was  as  soldiers  they  fought, 
and  as  soldiers  ought  to  be  rewarded ;  so  ought 
our  own  citizens  who  fought  also.  As,  however, 
they  demanded  more  than  as  soldiers  they  could 
be  entitled  to.  and  grounded  that  demand  on  their 
particular  merits,  it  became  proper  to  inquire 
mto  the  principles  upon  which  they  stood  for- 
ward and  made  that  claim ;  and  those  principles 
when  examined  would  be  found  such  as  our 
nature  was  abhorrent  of.  Mr.  Q.  then  took  a 
view  of  the  case,  not  only  in  its  political,  but  its 
moral  aspect,  in  both  of  which  the  measure  and 
the  grounds  taken  for  its  defence  were,  he  con- 
tended, entirely  indefensible.  How  came  it,  he 
asked,  that  no  proposition  was  made  for  compen- 
sation to  our  citizens  whose  property  was  rav- 
aged, and  who  never  left  their  country  to  be- 
come the  subjects  of  a  monarchy  ?  He  con- 
trasted this  intended  benefaction  5  first,  with  the 
conduct  of  our  Government  to  our  native  mer- 
chants who  happened  to  be  in  England  in  pur- 
suit of  their  business  when  the  war  broke  out, 
and  in  hastening  back  again  to  their  country, 
were  pillaged  by  privateers  let  loose  upon  them 
by  Government ;  and,  secondly,  with  the  total 
disregard  exhibited  by  the  Administration  to  the 
sufi*erings  of  the  people  of  Havre  de  Grace.  He 
animadverted  upon  the  singularity  of  the  fact, 
that  a  claim  should  be  now  set  up  and  sustained 
upon  the  invitation  held  out  by  General  Hull,  in 
his  proclamation  to  the  people  of  Upper  Canada, 
though  that  proclamation  was  formally  disa- 
vowed by  our  Ministers  at  Ghent ;  and  he  put 
the  question,  why,  if  they  rewarded  those  men 
as  deserters,  they  did  not  reward  all  the  other 
deserters  that  came  over  also  ? 

Mr.  Clat  replied  to  Mr.  Hdlbert  and  Mr* 
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Qrostbmqr,  as  did  Mr.  Wbiobt.  Mr.  Hopkin- 
80M  followed,  sapporting  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Wbb8Tbr,  who  supported  bis  motion  in  a  short 
but  fbroible  speech. 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  the  motion 
io  strike  out  the  section,  the  usual  hour  of  ad- 
journment had  arrived ;  when  the  Committee 
rose^  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again. 

REHAms  OF  GENERAL  WASHINQTON. 

Mr.  HuGRR  rose,  as  the  House  was  about  to 
adjourn,  and  observed :  That  what  he  deemed  a 
aofemn  duty  obliged  him  to  claim  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  for  a  few  moments.  He  bad  been 
detained  hy  severe  indisposition  from  atlendinf 
his  duties  in  that  body  since  Saturday  last,ano, 
though  better,  he  should  not  have  vestured  out 
to-day  but  for  a  piece  of  information  which  had 
acoidentallj^  reached  him  that  morning.  In 
flancing  his  eyes  over  the  papers  iust  brought 
him,  he  was  struck  by  certain  resolutions  pub- 
lished in  iheBichnumi  Enquirer^  from  which  it 
appeared  that  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  had, 
by  an  unanimous  vote,  authorized  the  Qorernor 
of  the  State  to  apply  to  the  Honorable  Bushrod 
Washington,  to  permit  the  remains  of  her  be- 
lovdi  son,  the  late  General  Gborob  WiLSHiMO- 
T0»,  to  be  removed  and  interred  near  the  capital 
of  Virginia.  His  heart  sunk  within  him,  he 
confessed,  on  reading  those  resolutions,  and  re- 
calling to  mind  the  scenes  he  had  once  witnessed, 
^id  in  which  he  had  personally  acted  a  part  on 
ibe  floor  of  that  Congress,  which  rejMresented  the 
American  nation,  on  the  death  of  this  great  man. 
He  had  often  since  thought  with  astonishment, 
aad  more  than  res  ret,  of  the  apathy  of  the  Amer- 
ican people  on  tnis  subject.  But,  although  he 
remembered  with  the  most  poignant  grief  the 
failure  of  his  exertions,  and  tne  lar  more  power- 
ful exertions  of  some  of  the  best  and  greatest 
men  who  were  at  that  time  members  of  Con- 
gress, to  i^et  something  done  worthy  of  the  Fa- 
ther of  his  Country,  and  not  unworthy  of  the 
Aaeriean  nation ;  yet  he  had  not  forgotten  that 
the  Sixth  Congress  had  gone  so  far  as  to  author- 
ize the  President  of  that  day  to  write  in  behalf 
of  the  nation  to  Mrs.  Washington,  and  to  make 
of  her  a  like  request  in  regard  to  the  remains  of 
gur  beloved  Washinoton.  Neither  had  he  for- 
gotten the  admirable  and  pathetic  letter  written 
or  that  lady,  in  which  she  grants  their  request. 
The  remains  of  Wasbihoton  then  were  pledged 
to  the  whole  nation,  and  he  trusted  the  time  was 
al  length  come,  when  the  honors  sacredly  due  to 
dtem  would  be  paid,  as  they  ought  long  ago  to 
have  been,  by  the  Representatives  of  the  whole 
American  people.  He  had  himself  been  a  mem- 
ber of  that  Congress,  and  one  of  those  who  had 
approved  of  the  application  made  to  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington. He  had,  moreover,  been  one  of  the  com- 
mittee (the  only  one  now  honored  with  a  seat  on 
this  floor)  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  re- 
ferred^ when  it  had  last  been  before  Congress. 
He  did  not,  therefore,  he  trusted,  assume  too 
mvch  to  himself,  when  he  ventured  to  think, 


that  it  had  in  some  degree  devolved  on  him,  as  a 
sacred  and  solemn  duty,  to  call  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  this  aubject  at  the  present  time,  aa4  v 
under  the  particular  circumstances  which  he  had 
noticed  above.  Accordingly,  indispoaed  as  he 
was,  he  had,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  moment, 
hurrie4  down  to  the  House,  and  seized  the  firat 
possible  opportunity  to  offer  the  resolution  km 
held  in  his  hand.  Before  he  read  it  to  the  Chaifi 
he  would  be  permitted  to  add,  that  he  trusted  ap 

fentlemao  could  possibly  suppose  he  meant  there- 
y  to  express  any  disapprobation  in  regard  to  the 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature,  or  to  evince  the 
smallest  disrespect  to  tne  State  of  Virgiaia.  He 
was  one  of  the  last  men  in  that  House  to  do  ao. 
Virginia  had  been  to  him,  in  no  small  degree,  a 
second  o/ma  nuUer.  Though  be  first  drew  his 
breath  in  the  capital  of  South  Carolina,  he  bad 
passed,  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  several  of 
his  early  years  in  the  former  State — being  exiled 
from  his  native  State,  then  in  possession  of  tbe 
enemy.  He  had  met  everywhere,  and  from  thoa- 
sands  in  Virginia,  hospiulity,  kindness,  friend- 
ship, and  he  might  with  propriety  add,  pareattfl 
affection  and  protection.  It  was  impossible  ail 
this  could  ever  be  erased  from  his  heart,  and  as 
he  before  observed,  be  had  never  ceased  to  regard 
Virginia  as  his  second  alma  mater.  But  South 
Carolina  was  not  lees  dear  to  him,  nor  could  he 
forget  her  claims  on  the  present  occasion.  She 
formed  a  portion,  and  he  was  bold  to  say  an  hon- 
orable portion  of  the  great  American  nation.  Aa 
such,  she  had  her  full  interest  in  the  pledge  pos- 
sessed, to  the  mortal  remains  of  our  Father  and 
Chief.  As  a  South  Carolinian,  therefore,  and 
member  of  the  American  family,  as  well  as  frma 
the  peculiar  circumstanees  eoaneeted  wttii  hk 
peisonai  situation,  betag  aa  immediate  Repre- 
wBtative  on  the  occasion  before  aHoded  to,  and 
at  the  present  time  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, be  felt  himself  rmperiouslv  bound  to  ofo 
(he  jfollowtog  resolution  to  the  House : 

Suohed,  That  a  committee  be  a^mntad  to  exam- 
ine  into  Um  proceedings  of  a  foraier  Congteas,  on  the 
lamented  death  of  Che  late  Gnoaex  Wabhib«toi|, 
and  to  take  into  consideration  what  farther  meaauraa 
it  may  be  expedient  to  adopt  at  the  present  time  ii^ 
relation  to  that  sacred  and  interesting  eu^ect. 

Before  tibe  reaoliation  was  disposed  oC^  a  motMn 
was  made  lo  adjourn,  and  carried. 


SATtJfiOAV,  February  17. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Caiyy,  the  Comaiiiiee  on  Um 
Public  Lands  were  instraeted  to  Inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  aathoneta^  the  officers  who  are 
aaihorized  to  sell  the  public  lands,  to  accept  from 
the  soldiers  to  whom  land  warrants  have  been  or 
shall  be  granted,  for  iheir  services  in  the  late  war, 
such  land  warrants  in  part  payment  for  any  lands 
which  such  soldiers  may  purchase  for  the  purpose 
of  cultivating  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robebtson,  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  improvii^  the  roads  be- 
tween Duck  River  in  the  State  ofTenaesaee,  and 
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Ma^sonvillcy  iD  the  Mississippi  Territory,  by  the 
Cberokee  ageacy ;  aod  also,  that  between  Fort 
Hawkins  in  the  State  of  Georgia  and  Fort  8tod- 
dart. 

A/ler  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Pitkim,  ezpiana- 
iory  of  his  views,  he  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  agreed  to : 

Mmh9d,  That  the  Presidsnt  of  the  Unit«l  States 
km  wfaertsd  to  cause  to  be  laid  belbre  Ihis  House,  in- 
temsiion  reUtive  to  the  duties  laid  on  aitides  ittpovl- 
ed  Awn  the  United  States  into  the  BritUi  provinoesof 
Canada,  Nov*  BeiMia,  and  New  Bmnswick,  and  the 
4aties  on  aitides  eznovted  lo  the  United  BUtes  from 
the  said  piDvinoes ;  sJso  vslstive  to  datiss  laid  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merdiaodxse,  imported  into  the  British 
West  India  islands,  or  any  of  them,  from  the  United 
States,  or  from  colonies  in  America  owned  bv  other 
foreign  European  Powers;  and  information  likewise 
as  to  the  duties  on  imports  and  exports,  to  which  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States  are  subject  in  the  ports  of 
tile  British  East  Indies, 

Mr.  Pitkin  and  Mr.  Parris  were  appointed  a 
oommittee  to  present  the  said  resolution  to  the 
President. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jewett,  the  House  proceed- 
ed to  consider  the  resolotioa  submitted  by  him 
yesterday,  and  the  same  being  again  read,  was 
amed  to  by  the  House ;  and  Mr.  Jewstt  and 
Mr.  TeoHiLB  were  appointed  a  committee  to  pre- 
sent the  said  resolution  to  the  President. 

REMAINS  OF  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooift,  the  Home  proceeded 
-lo  consider  the  resolution  submined  by  him  yes- 
ttrday. 

Mr.  HuoiR  EBEade  a  few  remarks  in  support  of 
the  resolution;  and  called  the  atteatioo  of  the 
House  to  the  corrttpondenec  which  took  place 
loug  since  between  Congress  and  Mrs.  Wasbtag- 
toa ;  and  the  pledge  then  gi?en  to  the  nation  on 
tkis  interesting  subject. 

Mr.  Root,  of  New  York,  said  he  was  aowiUing 
for  one  to  arree  to  the  eonsideration  of  the  reso- 
lution, but  did  not  4iesire  to  anake  any  remarks 
against  it.  He  knew,  he  said,  that  it  was  oonsid- 
ered  political  heresy  to  oppose  anything  plumed 
with  the  name  of  Wabhimotom,  but  on  this  oc- 
casion he  should  disregard  that  imputation.  It 
had  once  been  attempted  to  erect  a  mausoleum, 
an  Egyptian  pyramid  to  him,  and  h«  presocacd 
such  was  the  object  of  the  resoluiioa  now  offered. 
Saoh  an  antarprise  he  was  OQwiUiog  to  saeood  ; 
■ot  because  the  iame  and  virtues  of  WaaHmo- 
TOH  had  less  effect  on  his  mind  than  on  othan, 
but  because  he  wished  to  proMct  that  fame,  which 
he  revered.  Mr.  R*  said  this  resolution  declared  the 
fiime  of  WA8Hiif0T0if  perishable,  if  a  monument 
of  marUe  be  aot  erected  to  perpetuite  iL  Sir, 
his  fame  fills  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  and 
will  survive  long  after  your  marble  has  crumbled 
to  dust.  JSre  j^erefintt*— his  fame  is  more  du- 
rable than  brass  or  marble.  Let  his  remains 
alumber  on  their  native  plaatation ;  for  my  part, 
said  Mr,  R.,  I  would  rather  his  name  should  live 
in  history  than  in  marble.  Erect  a  monument 
to  himiand  it  may  at  some  future  day  be  exposed 
to  the  insults  of  an  enemy.    We  have  had  one 


enemy  who  would  not  respect  au  edifice  erected 
to  him,  nor  could  his  name  protect  it  from  de- 
structioB ;  but  they  cannot  reach  his  fame-"«aa 
never  touch«  it.  By  this  resolution  too,  some  may 
be  deprived  of  the  exercise  of  their  political  de- 
votion. We  know  that  professing  devotees  who 
now  come  here,  must  make  a  pilgrimage  to  Mount 
Vernon  to  show  their  devotion.  The  expense 
likewbe,  said  Mr.  R.,  forms  a  serious  objection  lo 
such  ar  scheme,  and  every  good  aod  great  man 
hereafter  will  have  a  claim  to  a  similar  honor. 
Let  us  not  establish  the  precedent. 

Mr.  Huosa  said  in  reply,  that  in  one  respect 
the  gentleman  was  in  an  error ;  no  expense  was 
now  proposed.  He  had  endeavored  so  to  word 
the  resolution  as  to  escape  olijection.  He  could 
not,  he  said,  reconcile  it  to  his  mind,  as  a  citizen 
of  this  0000 try.  longer  to  nealect  those  sacred 
remains.  Whether  that  neglect  was  right  or 
wrong,  he  had  not  said,  nor  did  he  intend  now  to 
pronounce;  but  this  he  could  with  propriecy  as- 
sert, that  the  United  States  are  bound  to  actftn 
the  subject  in  some  shape  or  other,  and  the  object 
of  the  resolution  was  simply  to  call  on  them  to 
say  what  they  are  willing  to  do.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  that  Congress  which  gave  to  the  nation  a 
solemn  pledge  on  this  subject,  and  he  wished  them 
now  to  decide  whether  that  pledge  was  to  be  re- 
deemed or  relinquished.  He  had  not  thought  of 
a  mausoleum,  nor  indeed  had  he  contemplated 
any  particular  object  of  that  kind.  But,  because 
there  may  be  some  expense  attending  it,  are  Con* 
gress  to  do  nothing  in  a  case  where  they  are  ao 
sacredly  pledged  1  Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  we  are  called 
on  to  act  on  this  oobjeet— «  great  State  Ins  most 
solemnly  called  on  us.  The  majority  may  say, 
'*our  father  is  dead,  we  are  satisfied,  let  his  re- 
mains rest;"  but  if  such  be  the  case,  let  Virginia 
at  once  have  the  honor  and  glory  of  providing  for 
them.  UawiiUag  as  I  am,  that  any  State  should 
possess  the  veaenMcd  reasaiiis  of  waaHmaroii ; 
yetf  if  we  decline  it,  let  his  native  State  do  them 
honor.  Nothing  has  been  said  by  me  about  a 
mausoleum  or  a  monument.  All  I  ask  is  a  dvct- 
sion  in  one  way  or  other ;  to  redeem  or  r^eot  the 
pledge  given— in  that  I  surely  ask  nothing  wrong. 

The  resolution  was  then  modified  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House  as  follows,  and  a  cammittee  of 
seven  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House : 

Rmoktit  Thai  o  committee  be  appointed,  to  jam 
such  csmmittee  se  may  be  appeiated  by  the  Seaate^te 
sTsmins  into  ths  proosedangs  of  a  fimaar  Congress  ea 
the  lamented  dsetn  of  the  late  Gsoaos  WAsai«oToa» 
and  to  take  into  eonsideration  what  further  messnrss 
it  may  be  expedient  to  ado^ t  at  the  pressnt  time  in 
rslalion  to  that  solemn  and  mtoresting  snbjset 

Messrs.  Huobb,  SMrva,  of  Maryland,  Tall- 
MAOGB,  Jackcon,  Mooeb,  Cbampiozi,  and  Com- 
RfiR,  were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  this  House. 

CANADIAN  VOLUNTSSRa 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wholci  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
Caaadiao  volunteers ;  Mr,  WfiBsraB's  motion  lo 
strike  out  the  first  section  (to  reject  the  bill)  still 
under  coasideiBtioa. 
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The  debate  on  this  question  was  resumed  and 
continued  with  unabated  warmth,  uqtil  near  sun- 
set.  In  this  debate  the  bill  was  advocated  by 
Messrs*  Cohstock,  Root,  and  Robertson,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Hardin,  Sbroeant.  and 
Qbobvenor.  Messrs.  Jewett,  and  King,  or  Mas- 
sachusetts, also  spoke ;  though  hostile  to  the  bill 
in  its  present  shape,  if  amended  so  as  to  include 
American  citizens  only,  they  would  Tote  for  it. 

Mr.  CoMSTOCK  spoke  as  loUows :         « 

Mr.  Chairman,  perhaps  prudence  dictates  me 
to  be  silent  upon  this  occasion ;  but  really,  sir,  I 
cannot,  without  doing  violence  to  my  feelings, 
submit  to  its  suggestions. 

After  the  ample  and  lucid  discussion  which 
this  subject  has  received,  I  cannot  hare  the  vanity 
to  suppose  it  in  my  power  to  present  it  in  a  more 
just  or  correct  point  of  view.  And  indeed,  sir, 
were  I  ever  so  competent.  I  have  too  much  re- 
spect for  this  honorable  body  to  wish  to  detain 
tnem  at  this  late  hour  of  the  day.  Coming  from 
that  State  which  the  gentleman,  upon  whose  pe- 
tition the  bill  before  us  is  predicated,  contributed 
nobly  and  bravely  to  delend;  yes,  sir,  coming 
from  that  town  in  which  one  of  these  petitioners 
formerly  had  the  hapjoiness  to  reside ;  possessing 
a  knowledge  of  the  rair  and  honorable  character 
of  some  of  these  Canadian  refugees,  I  must  be 
permitted  to  express  my  anxious  wish  that  the 
motion  under  consideration  may  be  negatived, 
and  that  the  bill  may  pass. 

Sir,  from  private  citizens,  the  former  neigh- 
bors of  him  whose  name  appears  first  on  the  peti- 
tion to  which  I  have  alluded,  as  well  as  from  in- 
telligent and  respectable  officers  of  the  late  army ) 
from  these  uni^uestionable  sources  of  informa- 
tion, I  have  derived  a  knowledge  of  bis  conduct 
and  character.  As  a  citizen,  he  is  represented  to 
be  gentlemanly  and  virtuous ;  as  a  soldier,  honor- 
able and  brave.  If  I  am  not  much  mistaken,  he 
is  thie  man  who,  at  the  battle  of  Q^ueenstown,  sought 
and  found  one  of  my  wounded  townsmen,  se- 
cured him  from  savage  ferocity,  poured  into  his 
wounds  the  oil  and  the  wine,  and  did  all  that  lay 
in  his  power  to  meliorate  his  condition,  and  alle- 
viate hissufierings. 

With  the  history  of  a  number  of  these  unfor- 
tunate men  I  am  somewhat  acquainted ;  that  his- 
tory is  highly  creditable  to  them  as  citizens  and 
as  soldiers.  One  of  your  petitioners  is  respecta- 
ble in  a  learned  profession.  I  do  not  believe,  sir, 
they  merit  the  reproaches  which  have  been  lav- 
ished upon  them  by  gentlemen  with  such  unmer- 
ciful profusion.  Mr.  Chairman,  what  is  their 
crime?  Antecedent  to  the  late  war,  when  rela- 
tions of  peace  and  amity  subsisted  between  the 
<jk>vernment  of  Great  Britain  and  this  country, 
these  men  became  adventurers  in  Canada;  there 
they  pursued  honest  private  avocations^  to  better 
their  fortunes,  and  to  acquire  a  livelihood  for 
themselves  and  families.  Sir,  there  was  no  crime 
in  this ;  it  was  perfectly  lawful  and  commenda- 
ble. We  do  not  learn  that,  at  this  time,  they 
were  guilty,  or  even  accused  of  any  incendiary 
proceedings.  On  the  contrary,  every  part  of 
their  conduct,  from  the  best  information,  indi 


cared  the  industrious  and  peaceful  citizen.  Soon 
after  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  these 
petitioners  were  treated  by  the  administration  in 
Canada  with  suspicion  and  unkindness.  Some 
of  them,  I  understand,  were  arrested,  restrained 
of  their  liberty,  dragged  from  their  families  and 
business,  and  confined  to  the  precincts  of  a  prison. 
Deplorable,  indeed,  must  have  been  their  situa- 
tion; their  amiable  and  tender  families  deprived 
of  earthly  protection,  left  to  mourn  the  absence 
of  those  whose  cheering  society  and  kind  offices 
bad  conduced  to  supply  the  wants  and  alleviate 
the  cares  of  life;  society  and  kind  offices  rendered 
doubly  dear  and  necessary  in  the  stormy  and  dis- 
tressing season  of  hostility.  No  specific  charges, 
sir,  were  ever  adduced  to  justify  tnis  violent  pro- 
cedure; it  was  obviously  founded  on  a  mere  sus- 
picion that  these  persons  were  attached  to  the 
eternal  principles  of  virtuous  liberty.  After  hav- 
ing endured  this  bondage  and  degradation  for 
some  time,  the  devoted  objects  of  jealous  and 
vindictive  passion,  they  were  liberated  from  con- 
finement. Repeated  solicitations  were  made  by 
those  oppressed  persons  for  an  explicit  declara- 
tion of  the  charjees  against  them,  which  were  as 
often  refused.  They  entertained  the  opinion  that 
protection  and  allegiance  are  of  reciprocal  obli- 
gation. The  Provincial  Government  having 
practised  towards  them  a  cruel  and  outrageous 
violation  of  law  and  justice,  induced  a  conviction 
that  they  no  longer  owed  it  any  allegiance.  To 
remain  in  Canada  promised  nothing  but  wretch- 
edness and  destruction .  Every  prospect  of  enjoy- 
ing happiness  and  prosperity  in  tnat  provmee 
was  annihilated.  At  this  painful  crisis,  sir,  their 
minds  were  naturally  directed  to  their  native 
country,  whose  inhabitants  they  recollected,  with 
fraternal  affi^ction;  and  whose  political  institu- 
tions, founded  on  the  principles  of  reason  and 
philosophy,  invited  their  respect  and  admiration. 
A  country,  sir,  where  the  human  mind  seemii 
destined  to  receive  the  greatest  development  and 
expansion,  morality  its  utmost  refinement,  and 
where  I  believe  the  undefiled  religion  of  Jeaus 
will  be  inculcated  and  embraced  with  divine 
power  and  constancy.  Invited  through  the  proe- 
lamations  of  your  Generals,  as  well  as  froia  the 
spirit  and  tenor  of  the  instructions  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  to  Colonel  Wilcox,  the  gmilmnt  and 
lamented  leader  of  their  corps,  with  promises  of  ' 
protection;  they  joined  your  standard  from  the 
noblest  motives.  They  have  fought  by  your  side, 
assisted  in  sustaining  your  eagles  on  the  shores  or 
Canada,  acquired  laurels,  but  reduced  themselves 
and  families  to  poverty  and  distress. 

Mr.  Chairman,  have  thev  committed  an  unpar- 
donable offence  ?  Shall  they  find  no  asylum  on 
this  side  the  grave  ?  Why  are  they  the  subjects 
of  obloquy  %  Why  treat  them  with  *'  scoffii,  and 
scorns,  and  contumelious  taunts  ?" 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  principles  of  virtue  are 
binding  upon  us  at  all  times,  and  upon  all  occa- 
sions. They  are  of  universal  and  eternal  appli- 
cation; in  private  and  public  situations  we  are 
bound  by  their  sanctions.  It  is  not  enou|[h  for 
us  to  deplore  in  mere  expression  the  adTecsity  of 
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a  frieDd ;  it  is  not  enough  for  us  to  say  to  naked  and 
hungry  brethren,  be  ye  clothed  and  fed.  No,  sir, 
it  behooves  us  to  eyinee  the  nature  and  degree  of 
our  sympathy;  to  demonstrate  the  siocerity  of 
our  professions,  by  stretching  forth  the  hand  of 
beneyolence  to  alleviate  their  sufferings.  Let  us 
be  just,  if  not  generous,  upon  this  occasion;  let 
us  evidence  the  honest  sincerity  of  our  attach- 
ment to  those  who  revere  the  immutable  princi- 
ples of  propriety  upon  which  our  Repuolic  is 
predicated. 

Mr.  Chairman,  these  petitioners  have  been 
likened  to  assassins.  Sir,  I  deny  the  justice  of 
the  comparison ;  they  are  humane  and  honorable 
men ;  they  have  not  invaded  the  private  sanctu- 
ary of  the  citizen  to  perpetrate  foul  deads  of  cru- 
elty and  murder.  They  have  not  approached 
the  enemy  obliquely;  but  have  met  him  boldly 
in  front,  in  open  and  manly  warfare. 

We  are  aslted  why  we  would  remunerate  the 
losses  of  these  petitioners,  and  refuse  equal  just- 
ice and  liberality  to  our  own  citizens.  Sir, 
these  petitioners,  in  entering  our  service,  hazarded 
more,  and  have  lost  more,  than  even  our  own  cit- 
izens. Confiscation  of  real  estate  and  the  halter 
might  have  been  their  fate.  The  former  they 
have  suffered ;  they  have  lost  all  their  property  ; 
had  they  been  made  prisoners,  the  latter  evil,  to 
which  they  exposed  themselves  by  espousing  the 
cause  of  tne  States,  would  most  certainly  l>ave 
been  inflicted  upon  them.  But.  sir,  I  would  re- 
munerate our  citizens  for  ail  the  losses  resulting 
from  the  conflagration  and  ravages  of  the  enemy 
during  the  late  war. 

We  went  to  war  for  national  wrongs  and  indig- 
nities; the  war  was  a  common  cause;  and  the 
burdens  and  privations  consequent  upon  its  pros- 
ecution, ought  to  be,  as  far  as  practicable,  mutu- 
ally borne,  as  the  advantages  of  its  issue  are  uni- 
versally enjoyed.  Because  a  fellow- citizen  has 
.  the  misfortune  to  reside  on  the  frontier,  where  be 
is  exposed  to  the  first  onset  of  the  war,  and  to  the 
predatory  incursions  of  the  enemy,  I  would  not 
leave  him  to  sustain  alone  the  destruction  of  his 
property.  This  is  an  evil  in  which  every  indi- 
vidual of  the  nation,  in  my  apprehension,  ou^ht 
to  participate.  I  think  the  people  of  the  interior, 
whose  local  situation  comparatively  exempted 
them  from  the  dangers  and  devastations  of  the 
war^  ought  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  borders,  with  pecuniary  assist- 
ance, by  sharing  equally  with  them  their  losses. 

Great  and  good  men  have  admitted  the  justice 
of  this  principle,  and  we  are  abundantly  able  to 
carry  it  into  execution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  by  granting  these  petitioners 
donations  of  land,  you  will  promote  the  sale  and 
enhance  the  value  of  those  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  They  will  make  roads,  erect  bridges, 
mills,  d&c.,  and  form  a  society  which  must  invite 
and  encourage  emigration  into  the  western  wilds. 
Besides,  sir,  should  our  pacific  relations  change 
and  give  place  to  war ;  should  the  savage  warrior 
raise  hia  tomahawk  in.  the  West,  the  men  for 
whom  this  bill  provides,  possessing  gratitude,  at- 
tachment, and  fidelity  to  the  Gojevanent,  with 


military  talents  and  experience,  will  form  a  use- 
ful barrier  against  his  sanguinary  assaults. 

When  Mr.  C.  had  concluded,  several  motions 
were  made  for  the  Committee  to  rise,  to  defer  the 
question  to  another  day,  but  without  success. 

The  question  to  striae  out  the  first  section  was 
at  length  put,  about  five  o'clock,  and  decided  in 
the  negative ;  only  twenty^'five  rising  in  favor  of 
the  motion. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  19. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  sundry  merchants  in  the  State  of  Maasa- 
chusetts,  stating,  that  in  consequence  of  the  occu- 
pation of  Castine,  in  the  district  of  Penobscot,  by 
the  British  forces  during  the  late  war,  they  enterea 
their  goods  at  the  port  of  Hamden,  in  said  dis- 
trict, which  was  not  established  as  a  port  of  entry, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  said  goods  have 
been  seized  and  libelled  by  the  revenue  officers, 
and  praying  the  interposition  of  Conmss.'— Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Cutts,  setting  forth  that  he  paid  to 
the  collector  of  the  port  of  York,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine,  the  amount  due  by  him  on  sev- 
eral custom-house  bonds,  and  that  the  said  col- 
lector has  since  absconded,  and,  having  neglected 
to  cancel  the  said  bonds,  he  has  been  sued,  and 
judgment  recovered  against  him  by  the  United 
States,  and  praying  reuef  in  the  premises^— Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  praying  a 
confirmation  of«ll  Spanish  grants,  warrants,  and 
orders  of  survey,  of  lands  lying  within  that  part 
of  the  late  district  of  West  Florida  embraced 
within  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  which  were 
issued  prior  to  the  taking  possession  of  that  coun- 
try by  the  United  States. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Eabton  presented  a  petition  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  stating  that 
in  the  Winter  of  1812  the  frontier  inhabitants,  at 
the  request  ci  Governor  Howard,  erected  forts 
along  the  extensive  frontier  of  the  Territory,  fur- 
nished the  same  with  arms  and  ammunition  at 
their  own  expense,  and  defended  the  same,  and 
praying  a  donation  of  lands  as  a  compensation.— 
Kererred  to  Mr.  Easton,  Mr.  McLean  of  Ken- 
tucky, Mr.  Alexander,  Mr.  Jewett,  and  Mr. 

VOSE. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Peter  Audrain, 
which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Peter  Audrain;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr«  Yancbt  also  made  a  report  on  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  "  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Barry 
and  George  Hodge;*'  which  was  read,  and,  toge- 
ther with  the  bill,  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.PLBASANT8,from  the  Committee  on  Naval 


1016 


HISTOBT  OF  OQN0ItH83. 


1016 


H.OFR. 


Virgima  Caw^tted  EleetUm, 


Fbmkoary,  1816. 


Affiiira,  to  whieh  baa  been  referred  the  petiUoos 
of  sundry  persons  who  were  wounded  at  Dart- 
moor prison,  in  England,  reported  a  bill  placing 
certain  persons  on  the  list  of  navy  pensioners; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Plbabantb  also  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
ihe  paf  ment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  T.  Court- 
ney and  Samuel  Harrison,  or  their  legal  repre- 
sentatives ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  lo*morrow. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enelosiuff  his 
report  made  in  obedienee  to  a  resolution  of  the 
14th  instant,  respecting  the  duties  paid  oa  the  ton- 
nage of  British  vessels  entering  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  with  cargoes  from  the  British  West 
ladies;  which  were  read, and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wcbster,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  incor- 
fK»rated  banks  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 
«o  far  as  such  inquiry  may  be  consistent  with  the 
privileges  of  their  respective  charters;  and  also 
to  inquire  into  the  numl>er  of  unincorporated 
banking  associations  which  exist  within  the  said 
District, and  the  rules  and  principles  of  such  asso- 
ciations, and  to  iscertain  as  sear  as  may  be  the 
amount  of  bilk  by  them  issued,  their  ability  to 
redeem  the  same,  and  to  make  a  report  to  this 
House. 

Mr.  Wbbsteb,  Mr.  Calhoum,  Mr.  PijiAaAifTS, 
Mr.  Desha,  and  Mr.  Yatbs,  were  appointed  a 
committee  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hotise 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  *'  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Redman 
Coze,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

PETITION  OF  TAYLOR  AND  McNEAL,  dec. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petition  of 
Taylor  and  McNeal  and  others;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. — The  report  is  as 
follows: 

WAm  DwAm«fl»B«,  Feb,  1%  191fi. 

&a:  IntibediBBea  to  the  order  of  the  House  of 
Sepresentaaves  of  the  6th  inetsiK*  rsibtna«  the  pett- 
tioa  of  Taylor  and  McNeal  sad  otheia  lo  this  Oepait- 
flMot,  I  hava  the  haaor  to  etate : 

ThAty  in  til  cases  where  loeses  have  been  inooxred 
by  the  application  of  private  property  to  public  pur- 
peses  by  military  oommandeiSy  under  dieumstances 
which,  in  tbe  opinion  of  the  Executive,  justified  tiia 
act,  indemnity  is  considered  within  the  legttiesate  pow- 
eia  of  the  War  Department. 

Had  the  case  of  the  petitioners  been  fbunded  upon 
a  proceeding  purely  military,  under  the  principle  here 
stated,  satisifaction  would  have  been  made.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  that  the  application  of  private  prop- 
erty to  pabKc  purposes,  in  this  case,  has  been  made  by 
a  body  of  dtasiM,  acting  aa  a  eemmittee  of  vigUsnoe, 
who,  in  that  capacity,  were  not  subject  to  the  mfiUtaty 
ordem  of  the  Commaadmg  General. 

The  claim  for  redress  is  not  weakened  by  this  eir- 
comslatoce ;  but  the  petttioBera  mnat  obtain  Uiat  re- 1 


dress  from  the  Legislatuie^  whieh  is  competent  to 
afibrdft. 

Under  an  act  of  Congress  bearing  date  the  16th  of 
July,  1813,  the  sum  of  ^60,000  was  appropriated  ibr 
the  purpose  of  hiring  or  purchasing  hulks  to  be  annk 
in  sneh  ports  or  harbor  as  should  be  menaced  bv  the 
enemy.  This  appropriation  was  considered  as  wrm- 
ing  a  part  of  that  for  fortifications,  and  has  been  ap- 
plied partly  to  its  legitimate  olriect,  and  the  remunder, 
together  with  other  sums  nnder  that  head  of  appro- 
priation, has  been  transferred  to  the  head  of  snbdat- 
ence,  and  exhausted  upon  that  objecL 

A  liberal  construction  of  this  act,  did  the  fond  yet 
exist,  might  embrace  the  case  of  the  petitioners.  Aa 
apprapriatieu  for  this  otject  Is,  tfaerefoke,  indsma- 
esMe,  if  relief  is  intended  to  be  giveii. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  meet  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant, 

WM.  fi.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  Hxvar  Ci^v, 

Spetaur  ^f  ike  Htnue  of  Kept. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Robert  Porterfield,  contesting  the  seatof  WiUiaoi 
McCoy,  one  of  the  members  of  this  House  for 
the  State  of  Virginia ;  which  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That,  at  the  last  eleotieii  in  Viigiiiia,  the  petitioBar 
and  sittiag  member  were  i^posiag  caudidalse  in  llle 
Coagffsesional  district  composed  of  the  oounlies  of  Aa- 
gasta,  Rockingham,  Peadletoo,  and  Bath.  The  whole 
number  of  votes  given  in  the  district  were  9,378,  of 
which  1,318  were  returned  for  the  sitting  messbsr, 
and  1,166  for  the  petitioner.  One  of  the  votes  given, 
for  the  sitting  member  was,  by  mistake,  set  down  and 
returned  for  the  petitioner ;  and  three  votes  offered  to 
be  given  for  the  sitting  member  were  improperiy  Te- 
jected  by  the  sherifl^  and  have  been  added  to  his  poll 
by  the  committee.  From  these  foots,  it  appears  that 
the  sitting  member's  mijority  amounts  tofifij-duree 
votee.  But,  of  the  votes  given  at  die  said  eleetion, 
746  were  objeoted  against  as  illegal ;  of  which  990 
were  given  for  the  petitioner,  and  866  for  the  mttiag 
member.  The  committee  have  carefaUy  investigaiad 
the  titles  open  vrhinh  the  aaid  votes  were  siveo,  aad 
find  that  there  ars  upon  the  polls  of  the  petitmnar  171, 
aad  ofthe  silting  member  149  iUegal  votes.  Thedif- 
forenoe  between  these  numbers  beiag  added  to  the 
63  votes  above  mentioned,  gives  to  the  sitting  member 
a  nMiioritv  of  76  over  the  petitioner.  The  eleetiBii  hi 
the  said  district  commenced  in  the  coun^  of  Pendle- 
ton on  the  4tl^  and  doeed  in  the  county  of  Augusta 
on  the  34th  day  of  April  last.  On  die  next  day  the 
petitioner  caused  a  notice»  in  vrriting,  to  be  served  on 
the  sitting  member,  communicating  the  intention  of 
contesting  his  election.  On  the  SSd  day  of  May  the 
petitioner  asrved  on  the  sitting  member  a  list  of  votes, 
to  the  legality  of  which  he  objected ;  on  the  9th  of 
June  die  idttiBg  member  served  a  similar  Ust  on  the 
petitioBer,  and  invited  him  to  a  speedy  oommeoosment 
of  the  investigation.  On  die  S3d  of  August  die  peti- 
tioner notified  the  silting  member  of  hb  inlealion  to 
oommonce  the  investigatioii  on  die  4th  of  Septembar 
then  ttsat,  at  the  coartFhouse  in  die  county  of  Auguala, 
and  to  pBDcead  with  as  littfo  delay  as  aranmstanfloe 
would  adHMt  to  the  other  oeunttes  hi  the  $>tiiet.    Om 
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QMiMiercei»M  OrmU  BrUarn. 


H.  or  It. 


the  lul  aMB«idB«d  dmy  the  ntttkog  memlMr  mxuaA  to 
\m  d^arod  to  the  petilioiMf  a  protoat,  in  writiiig, 
agaiiMt  tlie  legtlity  of  his  prooMdisga,  and  daelinad 
•ttondng  ace«nlingly.  The  petitioner  preeeeded  to 
tike  teatimonj  in  supportof  hb  votee,  pmrsnentto  the 
aetice.  Upen^eee  frets  tiwaittiiig  member  eontended 
that  the  eomnuttoe  onght  net  to  reoeive  the  teeteenj 
se  taken ;  ftwt,  because  it  had  not  been  taken  within 
the  period  limited  ftc  that  purpose  in  conteitod  elee* 
tlwia  for  members  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
O&mmenweelth  of  Vixginia ;  and  second,  beoense  the 
deley  of  the  petitleBer  in  eommencing  the  investiga- 
tien  Ibr  mote  than  Ibnr  raontlis»  wss  unreasonable, 
sod  ought  not  to  be  sllowed. 

The  commhtee  ovemiled  these  olgeettoiis^  and  ad- 
mitted the  evidenee. 

Upen  proofing  to  a  scrutiny  of  the  votes  in  the: 
county  of  Rockingham,  the-  petitioner  contended  that 
tlift  wM»  poU  onght  to  ha  n^ectsd. 

Isti   Beeans^  ^e  eleetiott  comuMneed  in  his  ab- 


M  Because  the  four  dsrkser  writers  appointed 
by  the  sheriff  to  ke^  the  poU  were  not  sworn  prefious> 
to  the-cemmenesoiettt  of  the  voting*  **  that  ther  would 
take  the  poll  fiuriy  and  impartially ;"  but,  on  the  next 
dmf  after  the  eieolien»  examined  and  subscribed  the 
poH,  and  made  afidavit  therson,  *<tiiat  the  same,  did 
contain  a  just  and  true  aceennt  of  all  ^  the  votes  taken 
at  the  sttd  eleetion,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and 
briief- 

8d«  Because  tk»  names  of  Hm  volers  were  not  writ» 
ten  under  the  names  of  the  candidates  in  separate  col- 
umnsi  bai  in  the  same  column,  and  the  votes  canied 
forward  and  marked  under  the  names  of  the  candi«» 
dMaa  for  whom  they  respectively  voted ;  and, 

4th.  Because  great  noise  and  oonfiision  prevafled  at 
the  election,  v»^ut  any  e4be^al  attempt  by  the  sber- 
ilFto^  prevent  it. 

The  first  and  iborth  of  these  objections  were  not 
snppocted  by  evidence;  the  second  and  third  wera 
overruled  by  the  committee.  In  regard  to  the  se^ 
cpd  ol^sction,  it  wa#  proysd  by  the  affidavit,  of.  twa 
of  the  clerks  who  kept  the  poll,  -•  that  althoufh  tbi«y: 
wove  not  swocn  before  the  voting  commenced,  yet.tbey . 
cQnd9pted  their  poll-book  under  the  impression  mi 
thix  woi^d  be  sworn  sAer  the  poUs  were  cloiMd,  and- 
thiA  thishad  Imsa  the  most  usue)  custom  in  the  connl» 
of  Bockinghei*-''  In  regard  to  the  third  object^opi,  i^ 
not  only  was  proved  that,  it  had  been  uanal  to  keep 
thff  poU  in  that  menner  in  the  cpnnU  of  Rofifcjogham^ 
hut. the  poll  in  th«.  counly  of  Pendleton,,  where  the. 
clwUva  commenced,  and  in  which,  the  petitioiker  hi»d* 
a  majority  of  the  votes,  was  kept  in  the  same  maiuMir^ 
an4  was  not  impeached  by  Mther  party.  The  errors 
spedfisd  in  these  o||jeetions,  in  the  judgmentof  the 
coBunittee,  relate  more  to  form  than  snbstiMice.  It 
wcee  net  alleged  or  pretended  thai  the  final  resqit  had 
been  in  anywise  vuved  in  consequence  of  a  deviation 
ittrdieseperticulars  ftom  the  letter  of  the  law  regulat- 
ia^  elections^ 

In  the  coune  of  the  investigation,  the  ailtnsg  member 
applied  to  the  committee  for  permission  to  avail  him- 
self of  an  agreement  entered  into  between  him  and 
thu  petitisaer  at  the  deetien-  in  the  county  of  Pendle- 
tsiittothefoUewittgeilbctc  That  votes  (dionid  be<  ad- 
mitted  on  titls  hoods  for  a  suQeient  quantity  of  landi 
aseomp^niiidtwitha  posssssisw  of  six  menlhs^  that  pep- 
agm-haviat  ettrighl  to  vote-  in  eac  eouirt]^h|it  A|p* 
pmingi  t»  he^at  an  •  eleelie»  i»  tmtnilitp  eeem^ef 


the  same  dfetnot,  might  w»to  m  stidi  oftereeonty,  and 
thai  votee  of  psHoae  ressdtog  out  of  the  dispel  should 
not  be  admitted.  The  netittener  edtiitted  such  agrsOi^ 
ment  to  have  been  maoe,  but  contended  that  he  was 
absolved  firem  ite  dbligation,  because  the  ritting  msm 
ber  had  admllfeed  the  vetse  of  two  or  mom  peieone  net 
lesidhig  within  the  Umito  of  the  Congfessionai  disttiel 
to  be  entered  on  his  ^poU  and  counted  among  his  votes. 
This  allegalkm  was  denied  by  the  sitting  member. 

The  comauttee  being  of  opinion  that  the  agreement 
of  the  parties  could  net  other  diminish  or  enlaige  the 
elective  foanchise  as  sacuied  te  the  freeholders  of  die 
district^  by  the  taws  of  the  Gommenwealth»  decided, 

IsL  That, the  votee  of  the  freeholden  residing  out 
of  the  district,  but  having  competent  eetato  and  pea* 
seesione  within  it,  be  held  legal 

Sd.  That  an  votes  not  gives  hi  the  coun^  wheeo' 
dm  land  iqpon  which  they  were  lespectivdy  given  wee 
situate,  be  rejected ;  and,  ' 

Sd.  That  all  votee  ^vsn  by  vktue  of  title  beads,  not 
oenvaying  a  legal  freehold  estots^  be  rejected. 

The  comflMttee  fruther  decided, 

laL  TliatallvatearsootdbdeD  the  pell  lietesfcoaM 
be  presouMd  good,  nnleaa  impeached  by  evideaae» 

9d.  That  csrtified  cepiea  of  tiw  cemmiaasiiei^e 
baeka  or  land  liste  should  be  read  in  oeidiBnce,  end 
deemed  salisAHtory  aa  to  the  giwBfifalioa  of  disipirii^ 
fioatina  ofveteia,  ualese  eorrected  by  other  evideaee^* 


Sd.  Thet  the  affidavit  ef  a  voter  tahsn  befese 
potent  authority,  in  pnrsnanoe  of  regnlas  aad  suAciaal 
notice,  should  be  read  in  evideace  to  prove  his  title  to 
vote. 

The  eonuniltae  deem  it  peeper  torepett  to  the  House 
theae  decisions,  by  which  it  has  been  regulated  in  ob»- 
doctinjip  the  invcf  tigation,  and  respectfully  subniit  the 
following  rssolutioa: 

•«  Maihgd,  That  WiUiam  McCoy  is  entitled  to  a 
seal  in  this.  House." 

The  Committee  of  Elections  were  diaehavged 
from  the  further  eoDaidtration  of  the  doeiMDettU 
hteeeto^e  pvesented  and  referred  to  them  inivia^ 
ttoo  to  the  eleetio»  of  Gnorge  Baer.— They  weto 
l*id  on  the  tobAe< 

GOMMSRQB  WITH  OBSAT  BlUTAIN. 
Air.  RoaarvB)  from  tho  maaagera  oi^  th»  pavi< 
of  this  Hoose^  at  the  eoofereace  with  the  maaa»- 
gers  CD  the  part  of  the  Senate,  upon  the  stthjeei^ 
matter  of  the  disagreeing  voleaof  the  two  Hooses 
upon  the  bill,  from  tho  Senate,  '^  cenoerniDg  tka 
oonveaiioB  to  regulate- the  eommerce  between  tlia 
territories  of  the  United  States  end  Hie  BritaBtriv 
Majesty,"  made  a  report  which  was  readj  and 
ordered  to  lie  oo  the  table.*— The  report  is  as 
follows: 

Tho^^cotinmiUee.  appointed  to  confor  with  the  comt 
mitteO:  ef  the  Senate' on  the  disagjreeing  voteaof  the 
twotHonse%  upoa  the  bill  concerning  the  conventioA 
to  regulate,  the  commence  between  the. Territories  of 
the.  United  States  and  His  Britannic  Msi^eaty;  submit 
to  the  House  a  report  of  the  result  of  .their  oonforenpe. 

For.  the  consid^ation  of  the  committee  of  the  Sean 


•^" 


^la  Eaghuid,  on  tim  trial  o^aonteetod  eieelioas»  1^ 
poll^eok  iaadmitted  in  evide«ce^  {See  1st  Ftodltwett 
on  Contested  Biectioaa^  page  808;  and  8dPeefcwsil» 
pageSm] 
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Commerce  iaiUk  Qreat  Britain, 
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•t%  tli«3r  pnMoted,  in  poivianoe  of  the  doty  aMigned 
to  Iheiiii  and  lor  the  reaions  thorein  mentioned,  e 
■tetement  in  writing,  to  the  following  effect : 

"The  committee  Appointed  on  the  pert  of  the 
Houee  of  Repreeentativee  to  confer  with  a  committee 
of  the  Senate,  on  the  eubject  of  the  diaagreement  of 
the  latter  to  certain  amendments  pzoooeed  bjr  the 
Hoiue,  to  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **A  bill  con- 
cerning the  convention  to  regulate  the  commerce  be* 
tween  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  and  His 
Britannic  M^esty,"  with  a  view  to  guard  againstmts* 
apprehennon,  to  give  greater  precision  to  Sscussions 
ef  the  conference,  and  to  reduce,  into  as  narrow  a 
compass  as  possible,  the  points  of  difference  between 
the  two  branches  of  the  legislative  body,  have  deemed 
it  advisable  to  submit  to  the  committee  of  the  Senate, 
the  reasons  which  have  governed  the  House  in  its  de- 
tenninationsb  in  the  shape  of  a  written  communica- 
tion* 

**  It  is  not  to  be  concealed  that  the  ditagreement 
between  the  two  Houses  has  originated  in  a  question 
in  relation  to  their  respective  Constitutional  powers ; 
but  the  committee  of  tne  House  of  Sepiesentatives  is 
not  without  a  hope  that  the  diversity  of  opinion  on 
^us  interecting  and  important  qneation  is  not  so  ma- 
terial (at  least  in  its  operation  upon  the  specific  sub- 
ject beifbre  the  legislative  body)  as  at  first  view  it  might 
appear.  Without  entering  i^n  an  extensive  inquiry 
in  relation  to  the  treaty-making  power,  the  committee 
wiU  venture  to  define,  as  aoonrately  as  they  can,  the 
real  line  which  at  present  divides  ^he  contending  par- 
ties. It  is  of  less  importance  to  ascertain  how  far 
they  have  heretofore  disagreed,  or  may  hereafter  dif- 
fer, than  to  discover  what  it  is  precieely  that  now 
difvides  them. 

^  In  the  performance  of  this  duty  the  committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  are  inclined  to  hope 
that  it  will  sufficiently  appear,  that  there  is  no  irrec- 
oncilable difference  between  the  two  branches  of  the 
Legidature. 

^  They  are  persuaded  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives does  not  assert  the  pretension  that  no  treaty 
can  be  made  without  their  assent ;  nor  do  they  con- 
tend that  in  all  cases  legislative  aid  is  indispensably 
necessary,  either  to  give  validity  to  a  treaty,  or  to 
carry  it  into  execution.  On  the  contrary,  they  are 
believed  to  admit,  that  to  some,  nay  ma^y  treaties,  no 
legislative  sanction  is  required,  no  leg^ative  aid  is 
neeessaiy. 

'*  On  the  other  hand,  the  committee  are  not  less 
satisfied  that  it  is  by  no  means  the  intention  of  -the 
Senate  to  assert  the  treaty^making  power  to  be  in  all 
cases  independent  of  the  legislative  authority.  So  for 
from  it,  that  they  are  believed  to  acknowledge  the  ne- 
cessity of  legislative  enactment  to  cany  into  execu- 
tion all  treaties  which  contain  stipulations  requiring 
appropriations,  or  which  might  bind  the  nation  to  lay 
taxes,  to  raise  armies,  to  support  navies,  to  grant  sub- 
sidies, to  create  States,  or  to  cede  territory ;  if  indeed 
this  power  exists  in  the  Government  at  all.  In  some 
or  aU  of  these  cases,  and  probably  in  many  othen,  it 
is  conceived  to  be  admitted,  that  the  legislative  body 
must  act,  in  order  to  give  effect  and  operation  to  a 
treaty ;  and  if  in  any  case  it  be  necessary,  it  may  con- 
fidently be  asserted  that  there  is  no  difference  in  prin- 
ciple between  die  Houses ;  the  diflforence  is  only  in 
tlia  application  of  the  pinciple.  For  if,  as  has  been 
stated,  the  House  of  Representatives  contend  that 
their  aid  is  only  in  some  cases  necessary,  and  if  the 


Senate  admit  that  in  some  caaes  it  is  necessary,  ths 
inference  is  irresistible,  that  the  only  question  in  each 
case  that  presents  itself  is,  whether  it  be  one  of  the 
cases  in  which  legisletive  provision  is  requisite  for  pre- 
serving the  national  faith*  or  not. 

"  This  appears  to  the  committee  to  be  by  no  means 
an  unimportant  point  gained.  Its  infiuence  upon  the 
feelings  with  which  the  two  bodies  will  natuaUy  ap- 
proach questions  of  tins  description  may  be  of  no 
trivial  consequence ;  for,  as  every  case,  according  to 
this  course  of  reasoning,  would  appear  to  rest  upon 
its  own  foundation,  there  is  less  danger  of  its  being 
drawn  into  precedent,  and  therefore  leas  occasion  for 
solicitude  in  regard  to  it.  It  is  a  view  of  the  subject 
therefore  calculated  to  harmonite,  and  to  enable  us  to 
yield  at  all  times  to  the  application  of  another  princi- 
ple which  the  committee  deem  of  the  utmoat  consid- 
eration on  all  such  occasions. 

«  The  committee  allude  •  to  the  principle  which  in- 
culcates the  propriety  of  always  taking  care,  if  we  do 
err,  to  err  on  the  safe  side.  Should  Congress  fail  to  > 
legislate  where  legislation  is  necessary,  eithar  the  pub- 
lic feith  must  be  broken,  or,  to  avoid  that  evi^  the 
executive  branch  of  the  Government  must  be  tempted 
to  overstep  the  boundaries  prescribed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. If,  on  the  contrary.  Congress  should  legislate 
where  legislation  is  not  necessaryy  the  act  could  only 
be  drawn  into  precedent  in  a  case  precisely  similar ; 
because,  upon  the  principle  assumed,  <<  that  each  rests 
upon  its  own  circumstances,"  it  never  could  serve  as 
a  precedent,  save  where  those  circumstances  are  the 
same.  Nor  is  it  indeed  unimportant  to  mention  that 
there  is  little  danger  of  much  respect  being  paid  to 
precedents  upon  great  Constitutional  questions.  Con- 
science will  always  burst  the  trammels  of  precedent, 
unless  restrained  by  reason. 

"  The  committee  therefore  believe  that  it  is  safer,  in 
every  doubtful  case,  to  legislate,  and  by  the  joint  act 
of  the  whole  Congress,  to  give  authority  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  stipulations  of  a  treaty  by  the  Executive, 
than  to  leave  a  doubtful  case,  without  the  sanction  of 
the  Legislature,  to  tempt  the  Executive  to  overleap  its 
proper  bounds,  or  to  endanger  the  public  faith  by  a 
failure  to  perform  the  proviiions  of  a  treaty  which  has 
received  a  Constitutional  ratification.  The  very  case 
under  discussion  may  furnish  us  with  an  instance. 
The  Senate  believe  legislation  unneceseary.  The 
House  regard  it  as  indbpensable.  What  is  the  opin- 
ion of  the  President  1  Should  he  believe  a  law  ne- 
cessary, and  should  no  law  pass,  he  would  be  reduced 
to  the  alternative  of  breaking  the  Constitution  or  the 
treaty.  He  must  either  set  at  naught  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  or  jeopardize  the  national  faith  and 
the  national  peace. 

<'  It  is  of  importance,  too,  to  consider  that  ii  the 
legislative  body,  from  the  considerations  above  sug- 
gested, should  legislate  in  every  doubtful  case,  there 
would  in  all  cases  be  less  danger  of  a  former  proceed- 
ing being  drawn  into  precedent;  so  that  the  com- 
mittee are  sanguine  in  the  belief,  that  while  such  a 
course  is  calculated  to  avoid  difficulties,  on  the  one 
hand,  it  has  no  tendency  to  increase  them  on  the 
other. 

*<  The  committee  perceive,  with  satisfection,  that  on 
the  present  occasion  the  two  Houses  appear  to  have 
approximated  in  their  opinions,  and  that,  as  for  ss  can 
be  diacemed,  the  Senate  are  disposed  to  act  upon  the 
liberal  principles  that  .have  been  suggested.  They 
allude  to  the  passage  of  the  bUl  in  qusstion  by  that 
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On  th«  3d  of  Angnst,  1780,  (the  svne  year  that  Mr. 
Smith  waa  referred  to  the  loan  office  in  Georgia,) 
$466,000,  in  bills  on  Paris,  were  prepared  to  pay  in- 
terest on  loan  office  certificates.  On  the  same  day 
Congrew  ordered  the  loan  office  of  Georgia  to  be  re- 
moved to  some  place  of  safety,  as  contignons  as  pos- 
sible to  the  State,  until  it  could  be  re-established  -with 
convenience  and  safety ;  and  that,  until  such  office  be 
so  fixed,  and  public  notice  given  thereof  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States  be  empowered  to  pay  all  interest 
due,  dtc.,  on  certificates  issued  from  that  office,  in  the 
same  manner  that  such  interest  is  directed  to  be  paid 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Continental  loan  offices. 

In  obedience  to  this  resolution  of  Congress,  interest 
was  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  on 
these  certificates,  in  bills  of  exchange,  from  23d  De- 
cember, 1777,  to  the  23d  December,  1781,  who  en- 
dorsed the  same  on  the  back  of  each  certificate,  in  his 
own  handwriting,  and  sanctioned  the  act  by  his  official 
signature. 

That  these  certificates  belong  to  that  class,  the  in- 
terest upon  which  was  to  be  paid  in  bills  of  exchange, 
appears  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1777. 

The  committee  further  report,  that  these  certificates 
were  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, pursuant  to  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  12th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 17i^,  on  the  18th  day  of  April,  1794,  and,  con- 
sequently, are  not  barred  by  any  law  of  limitation. 

As  fiur  as  the  committee  have  been  able  to  ascertain 
the  fact,  ther»  appears  to  be  but  seventy-six  of  the  de- 
scription of  certificates  under  consideration  outstanding. 

Whether  the  certificates  of  the  residue  of  the  $200,- 
000,  sent  by  Captain  Medici,  (amounting  to  $169,600,) 
were  bought  in  by  the  loan  officers  of  Georgia,  or 
whether  they  have  been  returned  and  cancelled  at  the 
Treasury  board,  or  funded,  cannot  be  ascertained,  as 
all  the  old  pwpers  relating  to  the  settlement  of  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  Georgia  were  burnt  in 
August,  1814,  by  the  enemy. 

By  the  report  of  1795,  it  appears  probable  that  the 
certificates  were  employed  in  the  purchase  of  Indian 
goods  for  the  State  of  Georgia.  And  from  the  certifi- 
cate of  Mr.  Farrell,  of  the  Auditor's  office,  it  appean  that 
that  State,  •  **  in  her  accounts  exhibited  against  the 
United  States,  got  credit  for  various  nrtieles  delivered 
out  of  a  public  store."  It  is,  therefore,  highly  probable 
thai  these  certificates  were  appropriated  to  funush  sup- 
plies for  such  public  store. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  repeated 
applications  have  been  made  1^  the  holders  of  this  de- 
scription of  fiublic  securities  to  Congress,  and  upon 
which  no  positive  decision  has  been  made.  The  sub- 
ject^ therifore,  is  foirly  open  for  legislative  interforence. 

In  making  up  their  opinion,  the  committee  have  con- 
sidered the  situation  of  the  United  States,  and  particu- 
larly that  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  at  the  time  these 
earilfieatee  were  issued.  In  1776  South  Carolina  was 
invaded;  in  1777  Georgia  was  subject  to  the  predatory 
incursions  of  the  enemy  firom  East  Florida,  to  prevent 
which  they  carried  on  an  expedition  against  that  coun- 
try, under  Major  General  Robert  Howe,  which  proved 
unsuccessful ;  and  in  1778  Georgia  was  invaded,  and  its 
capital  taken.  (Lee's  Memoirs,  1  vol.,  pp.  68,  69,  70.) 

When  the  committee  reflect  upon  the  general  con- 
fusion and  distress  of  that  day ;  when  they  consider 
that  the  public  safety  required  "  that  a  great  number 
of  individuals  be  necessarily  invested  with  tiie  power 
of  binding  the  public  by  their  contracts;"  and  when  it 
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is  not  to  be  denied  that  **  almoel  every  officer  of  the 
army,  whether  in  the  Commissary's  department  or 
otherwise,  in  difierent  stages  of  the  war,  had  it  in  his 
power  to  contract  debts  legaliv  or  equitably  binding 
upon  the  United  States;"  and  when  the  committee 
give  due  weight  to  these  facts,  they  do  not  hesitate  to 
believe  that  Uie  act  of  Governor  Treutlen,  in  issuing 
these  certificates,  was  known  and  sanctioned  by  Con- 
gress, which  abundantly  accounts  for  the  conduct  of 
Uie  Treasurer  (who  issued  them)  in  recognising  their 
correctness  and  validity. 

As  the  principal  and  a  part  of  the  interest  due  on 
these  ceirtincates  have  never  been  paid,  and  as  no  firaud 
whatever  is  imputed,  the  committee  consider  the  foith 
of  the  United  'States  as  solemn^  pledged  for  their  re- 
demption or  payment,  and  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioner ought  to  be  granted. 

They  have  therefore  directed  their  chairman  to  ask 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 


TniAsixnT  Dxfartxxstt, 

March  28,  1792. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  vras  referred 
the  petition  of  William  Smitii,  of  Baltimore  town,  in 
the  State  of  Maryland,  respectfhlly  submits  the  fol- 
lowing report : 


The  resolutions  of  the  United  States  in  Congress 
sembled,  which  respect  the  issuing  of  the  certificates 
commonly  called  loan  office  certificates^  make  it  neces- 
sary that  they  should  be  previously  countersigned  by 
certain  officers  denominated  Commissioners  of  Ijoans, 
who  were  to  be  appointed  under  the  authority  of  the 
particular  States. 

After  diligent  inquiry  within  the  State  of  Georgia 
no  evidence  has  been  obtained,  either  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  §.  Davies  (the  person  by  whom  the  certificates 
in  question  were  countersigned)  to  the  office  of  com* 
missioner  of  loans  for  that  State,  or  that  he  was  ev^r 
known  or  reputed  to  have  acted  in  that  capacity.  The 
reverse  of  this,  indeed,  appears  from  various  communi- 
cations to  the  Treasury ;  copies  and  extracts  of  which 
are  contained  in  the  scheaule  herewith  transmitted. 
It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  £.  Davies  does  not  even  style 
himself  Commissioner  of  Loans ;  but,  instead  of  this, 
adds  to  his  signature  the  words,  "  by  order  of  J.  A. 
Treutlen,  Governor  of  Georgia." 

The  certificates,  however,  are  signed  by  the  proper 
officer,  and  all  such  as  have  appeared  are  genuine ; 
and  interest,  as  alleged  in  the  petition,  has  been  paid 
upon  them  by  the  late  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
as  in  other  cases.  A  number  of  those  certificates  have 
been  ofifered  to  the  present  commissioner  of  loans  for  the 
State  of  Georgia,  to  be  subscribed  pursuant  to  the  act 
making  provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  Stater,  and, 
upon  a  reference  to  the  Treasury  by  that  ofl&cer,  have 
been  directed  to  be  refused. 

The  reasons  for  this  direction  are  substantially  as 
follows : 

The  certificates  in  question  having  been  irregularly 
issued,  and  without  the  requisites  prescribed  by  tiie  acts 
of  Congress,  were,  of  course,  in  &e  first  instance,  not 
obligatory  upon  the  United  States. 

The  subsequent  payment  of  interest  upon  them  by 
an  Executive  officer,  without  the  sanction  of  any  order 
or  resolution  of  Congress,  could  not  confer  validity 
upon  a  claim  originally  destitute  of  it,  though  it  might 
occasion  hardship  to  individuals  who,  upon  the  credit 
of  that  payment,  may  have  been  induced  to  become 
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powewow  of  thote  cartificatet  fiir  ▼•lothla  oonader* 
•lion. 

Tliere  -ve  ex«npl«i  of  the  p»jiii«at  of  intorost,  bj 
tbo  nistakei  of  public  officert,  upon  counterfeit  «iid 
forged  oertificatee.  It  leems  to  be  dear  tbat  such  pay- 
menle  cannot  render  Talid  or  oUtfatory  certtficatee  of 
that  deecription ;  and  yet  a  aimiiar  haridahip  to  thoae 
which  have  been  mentioned  would  attend  thoae  who 
may  have  afterwaids  beoome  poaaeaaed  of  them  for  val- 
QaUo  conaideratioQ;  nor  doea  there  occor  any  dia« 
tinction  between  the  effect  of  «ach  payment  in  the  one 
and  in  the  other  caae. 

Between  individuals  the  payment  of  inteceat  by  an 
agent,  upon  the  preanmed  but  not  real  obligation  of  hia 
prinoiiMt  either  through  mietafce  or  otberwiae»  without 
apeciai  authority  of  the  principal,  oonld  certainly  give 
no  new  validity  to  such  an  obligation ;  and  the  aame 
nilea  of  right  govern  oaaea  belween  the  public  and  in* 
dividual!. 

These  considerations  were  deemed  concluaive  against 
the  admi88i<in  of  those  certificates  under  the  powers 
vested  in  the  officers  of  the  Treaaury.  It  remains  for 
the  Legislature  to  decide  how  far  these  are  considera* 
tions  strong  enough  to  induce  a  special  interpoaition 
in  their  favor.  In  making  this  dedaion  the  following 
circumstances  will,  it  is  presumed,  appear  to  deserve 
attention : 

The  present  is  note  case  of  mere  informality ;  there 
is  no  evidence  that  the  certificates  were  issued  for  anv 
purpose  of  the  United  States.  The  contrary,  indeed, 
IS  stated  to  be  the  fact. 

Their  amount  is  not  positively  ascertained ;  no  ae- 
eo«nt  of  the  issues  having  ever  been  rendered,  though 
there  is  no  appearance  of  any  considerable  sums  being 
afloat 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Emtrwt  of  a  ietUrfrom  Bickard  WyUxhyr^  Commit'^ 
wmer  of  Loans  for  Gtorgiay  to  the  StereUtry  of 
the  Dreaawry. 

Mat  17,  1791. 

I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  you  the  afildavit  of 
Mr.  John  Wereat,  Auditor  of  this  State,  respecting 
the  late  Edward  Davies,  who  issued  sundry  loan  office 
certificates  without,  I  believe,  any  authority,  as  I  can 
receive  no  answer  from  our  Governor,  to  whom  I  wrote 
long  since,  on  this  subject.  I  have  requested  Mr. 
William  Houston,  who  is  gone  to  Augusta,  to  endeavor 
to  find  out  by  the  public  records  whether  Mr.  Davies 
had  any  appointment  or  not. 

Mr.  O'Biyan,  Mr.  Wade,  and  Mr.  Davies  are  all 
dead. 


Espiraet  of  a  Utter  from  the  Commiaeiener  0/ Lomu 
for  Georgia  to  the  Secretary  of  the  TVeaeury. 

JirvB  13, 1791. 

I  have,  without  success,  applied  a  second  time  to  tha 
Governor  to  know  by  what  anthori^  Mr.  Davies  acted 
aa  loan  officer.    I  am  well  assured  he  had  none. 

Eoetraet  of  a  Utter  from  the  Commieeioner  qf  Leone 
to  Wilttam  Simmamef  Prme^  CUrkm  the  Audi* 
tor'eOfiee. 

AvovsT,  81, 1791. 

Herewith  you  will  receive  thirty-three  loan  office 
certificates,  which  I  have  examined,  and  believe  them 
genuine ;  the  five  last  in  the  abstract,  which  were  is- 
sued by  Edward  Davies,  I  do  not,  however,  think 
should  be  received,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  mv  for- 
mer letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
late  Auditor.  I  applied  to  Mr.  Steick  (the  gentleman 
I  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Woloott,  dated  the 
20&  ultimo,)  for  a  copy  of  the  Order  of  Council,  which 
he  said  he  had.  I  now  enclose  you  his  answer ;  which 
you  vrill  please  to  show  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Trea- 
suiy. 

Samuel  Steiek  to  Xiehard  WyOthyr. 

SATAinr^n,  Auguet  31,  1791. 

Sin:  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  made  search 
among  my  papers  for  the  order  of  the  Executive  of  the 
year  1777,  anthoriiing  Edward  Davies*  and  Thomas 
Stone  to  make  a  poivhase  of  gooda  from  a  Captain 
Farquhar,  but  cannot  find  it.  As  well  as  my  recollec- 
tion serves  me,  it  was  to  the  following  effect:  that 
ther,  the  said  commissioners,  were  directed  to  purchase, 
and  pledge  the  faith  of  the  State  for  the  payment,  either 
in  indigo  at  the  Carolina  price,  or  in  loan  office  certi- 
ficates, which  were  then  expected  firom  Congrees.  The 
oootract  was  concluded,  and  the  gooda  delivered  by 
Farquhar  to  Daviea.  When  the  loan  office  certificates 
arrived,  the  Governor  paid  Mr.  Davies  ten  thousand 
pounds,  ot  something  near  that  sum,  which  it  was  ex- 
pected would  be  paid  to  Farquhar  or  his  agent ;  thie 
waa  not  done.  Davies  kept  the  goods  and  certificates, 
and  did  not  before  his  death  account  vrith  the  State 
for  eiUier.  These  certificates  can  very  eaaily  be  ascer- 
tained, as  they  are  countersigned  by  Edward  Daviea, 
by  direction  of  John  Adam  Treutlen,  as  Governor. 
I  am,  dec  SAMUEL  STEICK. 

RlCHABB  WtLUHTE, 

Commieeioner  of  Loan$. 


OnoneiA,  Chatham  county : 

Personally  appeared  John  Wereat,  Auditor  for  the 
said  State,  who,  after  being  duly  sworn,  said :  That 
he  well  knew  Edward  Davies,  Esq.,  formerly  of  the 
dty  of  Savannah,  in  the  said  State ;  and,  fipirther,  this 
deponent  |erily  believes  that  the  said  Edward  Davies 
never  was  at  any  time  loan  officer  for  the  State  afore- 
said, as  your  deponent  constantly  resided  here,  and 
was  well  acquainted  with  all  the  officers  of  Govern- 
ment, except  when  the  Btitieh  forces  had  possession  of 
the  country  ;  and  further  saith  not. 

JOHN  WEREAT. 

Sworn  to  this  16th  day  of  May,  1791. 

JOS.  HABERSHAM,  J.  F. 


TmMAAVRT  DapABTmvT,  Jan  9, 1816. 

Sin :  In  answer  to  the  inqniriea  contaiiiod  an  your 
letter  of  the  4th  inatant,  relating  to  certain  loan  office 
certificates  belonging  to  John  i>elafield,  and  refened 
to  in  his  petition,  a  copy  of  which  was  enclosed  in 
your  letter,  I  have  die  honor  to  atate : 

1.  That  the  oertificatea  (if  they  are  of  the  demarip- 
tion  supposed,  as  they  are  not  suffidently  designated 
to  render  it  certain)  were  not  regularly  issued  from 
any  loan  office  of  the  United  States. 

3.  The  interest  for  four  yean  was  paid  on  a  part  of 
them  by  Michael  Hillagas,  formeriy  Treaaurer  of  the 
United  States. 

3.  No  certificates  belonging,  as  far  as  apoears  from 
any  papers  accompanying  them,  to  John  Dclafiald,  are 
in  the  Treasuiy.    Forty-three  certificate^  correapond-. 
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iBf  IB  uiKHiiit  wdb  <lMie  nfcned  l»te  ius  pefkion^ 
•i^viridi  WMtf  praMiiUd  at  tkie  TteMury on  tkc  IM 
of  April*  1794^  by  Uriah  Tmc^,  Ib  bobalfof  BeDJomBi 
l^kllmadge,  are  now  in  i3m  Audilor'fl  Office,  «id  aro 

soppoiod  to  be  the  cettHkatao  in  qneatfon. 

4.  There  are  four  other  certificate!,  of  the  nominal 
amount  of  ^06  each,  ts^  tiie  tame  description,  and 
pwiMifeil  in  behalf  of  other  penona,  alao  remaininf  in 
thfl  Anditof's  Office. 

5.  The  objections  against  Amding  tha  certificates  are 
stated  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy 
of  the  28th  of  March,  1793,  on  the  petition  of  WiUiam 
Smith,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed. 

I  will  only  add  that  this  subject  has  been  repeatedly 
before  Congress,  and  that  no  prorisioB  has  hitherto 
bean  made  for  the  payment,  in  any  way,  of  the  certi« 
ficates  issued  under  the  circumstances  of  those  in  ques- 
tion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  B.  Talucabox,  Chtdrmany  4«. 

Tbsabuat  Dxvabtmxkt, 
RegUter^9  Office,  Feb.  6,  1S16. 

8» :  In  reply  to  the  queries  you  hare  done  me  the 
honor  to  propose : 

1st  Trhen  were  O'Bryan  and -Wade  appointed 
loan  officers  for  the  State  of  Georgia  1 

Answer.  To  the  best  of  my  reeoUectton,  they  were 
in  office  on  the  10th  May,  1779,  when  I  first  entered 
the  Treasury  Office  as  Assistant  Auditor  General,  un- 
der an  appointment  by  Congress.  Befofe  that  period 
I  have  not  any  knowledge  of  them. 

Sd.  What  is  the  date  of  the  first  entry  respecting 
those  offioers  to  be  found  in  any  books  in  your  office  1 

Answer.  An  account  was  opened  l^  my  predecessor, 

WiUiam  Gevott,  in  leger  A,  fi>lio  214,  entitled  <* 

Conunisabners'  loan  dice.  State  of  Georgia,  account 
conent  i"  which  account  obtained  a  credit,  March  18, 
1778,  by  Joseph  Clay,  of  9302,423.  The  blank  left 
fat  their  names  waa  inserted  by  myself  on  debiting 
them,  4th  September,  1780,  with  $12,000  to  Thomas 
Smithy  his  account  current. 

3d.  Are  O'Biyan  and  Wade  charged  with  the 
f200,000  alluded  to  in  Mr.  Wolcott's  report 

Answer.  They  are  charged  with  that  sum  on  the 
22d  November,  1781 ;  but  it  appears  by  the  report  of 
the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  dated  19th  January,  1796^ 
that  they  were  transmitted  on  the  24th  September, 
1777,  when  the  record  might  have  been  made  had  Mr. 
Gevott  been  possessed  of  the  Toucher  on  which  I  afteiw 
wards  made  the  record. 

4tb.  Have  they  any  credit,  and  to  what  amount  1 

Answer.  They  have  credit  for  retomed  loan  office 
certificates  amounting  to  $402,000. 

5th.  In  reply  to  the  last  query :  Were  the  papers 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  on  whkh  a  settlement  was 
made  by  the  United  States  with  that  State,  burnt  ? 

They  were  burnt  on  the day  of  August,  18H,  at 

the  irruption  of  the  late  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE. 

Hon.  BxirjxMi2r  Tallxadob. 

CANADIAN  REFUGEES. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  orders  of  the  day.  The  bill  to 
relieve  certain  Canadian  volunteers  in  the  late 
war  being  under  consideration- 


Mr.  Jomsoft,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill|  80  as  to  include  in  its  provisions  those 
refugees  only  who  had  been  citizens  of  the  United 
States  previously  to  the  late  war ;  which  motion 
was  carried  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Robbbtsom  then  moved  a  new  section  to 
the  bill,  embracing  for  relief  or  remuneration  idl 
our  ow»  citizens,  whether  on  the  maEitiaie  or  ter- 
ritoiiai  fzontier,  who  suffered  loases  by  the  enemy 
doriog  the  kte  war. 

Mr.  Monuiiaoii  moved  to  amead  the  «nead- 
ment,  by  incorporating  the  cases  of  iboee  eitizeaa 
who  soetained  loss  by  the  British  in  the  Revotu- 
tionary  -war. 

Both  the  preceding  motions,  after  a  short  dis- 
cussion between  the  respective  movers,  were  suc- 
cessiveiv  rejected ;  after  which — 

Mr.  Barbour  proposed,  bv  way  of  amendment, 
an  entire  substitute  to  the  bill,  the  object  of  which 
was,  to  allow  to  the  volunteers  in  question  a 
bounty  of  land,  in  proportion  to  the  rank  they 
held  in  our  service,  instead  of  graduating  the 
bounty  by  the  amount  of  their  losses  in  Canada. 

A  debate  ensued  on  this  proposition,  which,  by 
branching  a  good  deal  into  the  merits  of  the  case, 
and  the  deserts  of  the  refugees,  occupied  nearly 
the  remainder  of  the  day.  The  advocates  of  the 
amendment  were,  Messrs.  Barbour,  HuLBaRT, 
Tucker,  and  Cady  ;  and  its  opponents,  Messrs. 
JoHNBOH,  Albzamdir,  Yatbb,  Bttd  Clat. 

The  question  was  finally  takes  on  the  proposed 
amendment,  and  oarried— ayes  77,  noes  49. 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  ex- 
punging the  discrimination,  and  extenaiug  its 
benefits  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  who  came 
over  and  took  up  arms  for  the  United  States. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Qrosvenob. 
and  supported  by  Mr.  Forsyth;  and  disagreea 
to— ayes  49,  noes  79. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  fill  up  the 
blanks  in  the  bill— to  apportion  the  bounty— after 
which  the  Committee  rose,  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


TuaaoAY,  February  20. 

Mr.  Sbrgbast  presented  a  petition  of  Qeorge 
Hdmbofd,  praying  that  the  land  bounty  to  which 
be  was  entitieu  for  services  as  a  soldier  in  the  late 
Army  ma^  be  given  to  him,  which  is  withheld, 
because  ot  bis  having  been  appointed  a  coo^mis* 
sioned  officer. 

Mr.  Bassbtt  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read  and  ordered  to  he  on  the 
table : 

Bssohed,  That  the  rules  of  this  House  be  so 
amended  ss  to  admit,  within  the  Hall,  the  Governor, 
fi»  the  time  b«ng,  of  any  State  in  the  Union,  who 
may  attend  at  the  Seat  of  the  General  Government 
during  the  sessions  of  Congress,  and  who  may  choose 
to  avsii  himself  of  such  prii^ege. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lieuteoant 
Colonel  William  Lawrence  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  officers,  oon-commissioned 
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officers  «nd  privates  eompoBiDir  the  garrison  of 
Fort  Bowyer,  in  the  year  1614 ;"  aad  ^*  An  act  to 
extend  certain  privileges,  as  therein  mentioned, 
to  Bernard  Edme  Verion ;''  in  which  bills  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Mills  submitted  a  resolution,  which  was 
read,  as  follows,  viz: 

Re$oheiL  That  the  Secrataiy  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  expenses  in* 
cuned  for  the  service  of  the  militia  called  forth  by  the 
authority  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war,  and 
also  a  statement  of  the  accounts  which  have  been  ex- 
hibited, and  daims  which  have  been  made  by  the  re- 
spectiTe  States  for  services  rendered  by  the  militia  of 
said  States,  when  called  forth  with  or  without  such 
authority,  designating  such  items  of  claim  as  have  been 
rejected,  in  cases  where  the  calls  y^en  made  by  the 
authori^  of  the  United  States,  and  the  grounds  of  euch 
rejection;  together  with  the  sums  which  have  been 
pdd,  and  the  accounts  and  claims  which  have  been 
allowed  therefor ;  designating  for  what  services  and  to 
what  States,  respectively,  su<^  sums  have  been  paid  or 
accounts  allowed. 

Mr.  FoRBTTB  moved  to  amend  the  said  resolu- 
tion by  adding  the  following  words : 

**  And  if  the  claim  of  any  State  or  States,  for  the 

services  of  the  militia  thereof,  have  been  rejected  or 

admitted,  to  state  the  ground  of  such  rejection  or  ad- 
it 


The  Slid  resolution  and  amendment  were  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

NATIONAL  UNIVERSITY. 

Mr.  Wilde,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
that  part  of  the  President's  Message,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  which  relates  lo  a  na- 
tional seminary  of  learning  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of 
a  National  University;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  Bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  National  University. 

Be  it  enaeUdt  by  the  Senate  and  Uouee  of  iZepw- 
Mentativea  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  ton- 
greu  aaeembied.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  cause  to  be 
erected,  on  such  site  within  the  District  of  Columbia 
as  he  shall  select,  the  buildings  necessary  for  a  Na- 
tional University ;  and,  for  deDraying  the  expense  there- 
of, the  sum  of——  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appro- 
priated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  not  otherwise  appropriated  by 
law. 

Sxc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  berebv,  author- 
ized and  required  to  cause  to  be  surveyed  and  laid  into 
building  lots  the  whole,  or  such  parts  as  he  may  think 
proper,  of  the  ground  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  City  of  Washington ;' and  to  cause  (h» 
same  to  be  sold,  at  such  times  and  places,  and  in  such 
proportions,  and  under  snch  regulations  as  he  shall 
prescribe;  and  the  proceeds  thereof,  after  defraying 
the  charges  of  survey  and  sale,  to  be  invested  in  such 
stocks  or  public  securities  as  shall  by  him  be  deemed 
most  advisable ;  and  the  same,  when  so  invested,  and 
the  dividends  thereon  arising,  shall  constitute  a  fond 
for  the  support  of  a  National  University. 


Sac.  8.  And  be  itfimiher  enacted^  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  re- 
quested to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  Con- 
greas,  at  its  next  session,  a  plan  for  the  regulation  and 
government  of  the  said  univemity. 

CANADIAN  REFU6EE& 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  be- 
ing the  amendments  of  the  Committee  to  the  bill 
to  compensate  certain  Canadian  volunteers. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  changed  the  original  principle  of  the 
bill  from  compensation  in  proportion  to  loss  of 
property  in  Canada,  to  remuneration  according 
to  rank  in  our  service,  agreeably  to  the  following 
scale  J  to  a  colonel,  960  acres;  a  major,  800;  a 
captain,  640 ;  a  subaltern,  480 ;  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates^  3^  acres  each. 

Mr.  Jackbon,  of  Virginia,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  the  second  -section,  to  authorize  the  im- 
mediate  location  of  the  several  bounties  on  any 
surveyed  public  lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory. 

After  some  opposition  to  the  motion  by  Mr. 
Pickering,  and  reply  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tacky,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 

Some  farther  amendment  was  made  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
when 

Mr.  Alexander  said :  I  have  to  regret^  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  I  have  taken  any  part  in  this  dis« 
cussion,  as  it  necessarily  invites,  nay,  impels  me 
to  support,  and  more  explicitly  to  explain,  the 
views  which  I  bad  the  honor  to  submit  when  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  yesterday.  My  views 
of  doing  justice,  sir,  are  guided  and  directed  by 
the  extent  of  the  injurjr  complained  of,  and  sub- 
mitted for  my  examination  and  decision. 

The  amendment  which  has  been  adopted  in 
this  bill,  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  yes- 
terday, has  wholly  and  entirely  changed  the 
original  character  and  principle  of  this  bill,  by 
assuming  (pro  hoc)  a  fact  which  is  not  true,  and 
which  cannot  be  justified  by  a  true  statement  of 
the  case  of  these  Canadian  refugees,  as  they  are 
called.  The  assamed  fact  is  this,  sir ;  that  these 
Canadian  gentlemen  are  to  be  considered,  by  the 

Erinciples  of  this  amendment,  as  our  own  dw' 
anded  officers;  for,  the  compensation  in  land 
proposed  to  them  by  this  amendment  is  graduated 
bj  the  very  terms,  and  in  the  very  language  of  the 
bill  which  had  for  its  object  a  bounty  in  land  to 
our  own  disbanded  officers,  as  a  reward  to  the 
soldier's  merit,  and  which  bill  was,  three  days  ago, 
rejected  by  a  large  majority,  when  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  that  subject. 

These  Canadians  have  substantial  merits,  and 
ought  to  be  relieved,  on  principle,  for  the  losses 
sustained  by  them,  and  we  ought  to  meet  their 
case  fairly,  and  decide  it  upon  its  own  merits. 
They  are  either  entitled  to  compensation  for  the 
losses  sustained  by  them,  or  they  are  not  entitled. 
If  they  are  entitled,  it  is  just,  and  honor  compels 
you  to  relieve  them  to  the  extent  of  their  loaa, 
and  that,  too,  on  principle.    Now,  sir,  for  the 
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prineiple  of  this  amendment.  By  its  provisiODs, 
some  of  these  Canadians  will  get  ten  times  more, 
perhaps,  than  ever  they  were  worth  in  property, 
and  some  of  them  will  get  ten  times  less  than  the 
loss  they  hare  actaally  sustained.  A  private  sol- 
dier may  have  been  worth  more  than  his  colonel, 
major,  or  captain ;  yet  his  colonel  will  get  nine 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  his  major  eight  hundred, 
his  captain  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  him- 
self but  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Is  this 
doing  justice  on  principle?  Away  with  such 
justice  as  this  1  it  nas  no  charms  for  me.  1  had 
like  to  have  said  it  would  be  absurd — I  will  say 
it — ^and  if  it  is  not,  thai  word  ought  not  to  have 
a  place  in  the  English  language.  It  shall  not ; 
and  I  will  insert  in  its  place  the  word  ridictdous. 
These  Canadians  are  to  be  considered  as  our  own 
disbanded  officers,  and  to  be  rewarded  as  such  for 
their  gallant  services — not  indemnified  for  their 
losses — by  the  same  scale,  too,  that  our  own  offi- 
cers have  been  proposed  to  be  rewarded. 

But,  sir,  I  suppose  our  own  officers  are  not 
equally  meritorious,  or  that  it  would  take  a  little 
more  land  to  reward  them.  Sir,  I  fear  this  latter 
ground  is  the  grand  objection  and  secret  which 
has  rejected  the  bounty  to  your  own  disbanded 
officers.  Sir,  the  Canadians  ought  to  be  indem- 
nified, and  our  own  officers  rewarded;  and  al- 
though'  their  cases  are  perfectly  distinct  in  prin- 
ciple, yet  they  are  both  meritorious  claims  on 
your  bounty.  Humanity  and  every  noble  prin- 
ciple of  our  nature  cr^  aloud  in  their  favor.  Sir, 
what  do  these»Canadians  ask  of  you  ?  They  do 
not  ask  a  reward,  they  ask  indemnity  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  them  in  consequence  of  having  joined 
your  standard  in  the  late  war. 

Sir,  the  motion  which  I  shall  presently  have 
the  honor  to  submit,  is  intended  to  nave  the  truth, 
and  the  real  merits  of  the  case  of  these  Cana- 
dians laid  before  us,  that  we  may  meet  theit  ease 
fairly  and  manfully. 

Sir,  it  is  said  that  some  of  these  Canadians  have 
lost  twenty  thousand  dollars  ?  And  pray,  sir,  is 
that  the  objection  to  our  paying  it.  If  it  was  an 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  it  is  not  the  less  just. 
Plead  your  poverty  and  your  bankruptcy,  but 
never  deny  your  debt.  I  suspect  that  some  of 
these  Canadians  have  not  lost  twenty  dollars  in 

Eroperty.  I  am  for  payins  each  in  proportion  to 
is  actual  loss.  I  move,  therefore,  that  this  bill, 
as  amendedi  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  with  instructions  to  report  to 
the  House  the  facts  which  constitute  the  claims  of 
these  Canadian  refugees. 

Mr.  Barbour  opposed  the  commitment,  and 
defended  the  principle  substituted,  on  his  motion, 
by  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  ^resterday. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  stated  his  reasons 
against  recommitment,  and  for  wishing  the  sub* 
ject  to  be  acted  on  in  its  present  shape. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  re- 
commit, and  decided  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virffiniaj  the 
bill  was  so  amended,  as  to  exclude  from  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  such  refugees  as  were  en- 
lisied,  and  to  extend  them  only  to  volunteers. 


Mr.  Jackson  then  renewed  a  motion  previously 
made  by  Mr.  Hammond,  without  success,  to  grant 
to  those  of  the  refugees  who  served  as  privates 
in  the  service,  an  additional  allowance  of  three 
months  pay ;  which  motion  was  now  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  then  stated  his  ob- 
jections to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
whole,  and  to  the  bill  in  its  present  shape.  He 
protested  with  zeal  a^inst  giving  preference  to 
the  refugees  over  such  of  our  own  citizens  as  had 
served  in  the  late  war,  and  who,  on  being  dis- 
banded, have  been  denied  a  similar  bounty.  He 
was,  however,  warmly  in  favor  of  remunerating, 
to  a  reasonable  extent,  the  refugees  in  question, 
for  their  losses,  sufferings  and  services ;  and  pre- 
ferred the  principle  of  relief  originally  proposed. 

Mr.  Wright  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  am  sorry  to  discover  such  an 
indisposition  to  remunerate  the  petitioners,  who, 
by  proclamation,  were  invited  to  join  the  Amer- 
ican standard,  being  then  subjects  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, resident  in  Canada.  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  says,  that  "  it  is  immoral  to 
encourage  crime ;"  and  he.  therefore,  is  opposed 
to  giving  these  gentlemen  the  amount  or  their 
losses  by  confiscatiouj  which  they  have  sustained 
by  their  confidence  in  the  faith  of  this  nation, 
pledged  by  that  proclamation.    Sir,  in  the  ab- 
stract I  admire  the  purity  of  the  gentleman's 
frinciples,  and  was  that  question  fairly  before  us, 
should  view  the  subject  as  he  does.    But  that 
is  not  the  question ;  but  whether  we  shall  fulfil 
the  promises  of  the  Qovemment,  in  indemnifying 
these  gentlemen  for  their  losses  sustained  in  join- 
ing the  American  standard,  by  the  invitation  of 
the  Gtovemmentr    However  we  may  admire  the 
gentleman's  principles  in  the  abstract,  vet,  sir, 
practically,  as  in  application  to  the  case  before  us.  I 
cannot  but  support  the  conduct  of  the  Adminis- 
tration in  their  proclamation,  and  of  course  the 
elaim  of  the  |entlemen  claiming  under  that  pro- 
clamation.    Sir,  the  lex  tcUionU  iniposed  that 
policy  on  this  Administration.    The  British  arts 
of  seduction  of  the  Indians  and  negroes  to  join 
their  standard,  and  imbrue  their  hands  in  the 
blood  of  their  rellow-citizens  and  masters,  admits 
of  no  doubt;  nay,  sir,  in  time  of  peace,  their  at- 
tempts to  seduce  whole  Stales  from  allegiance, 
through  the  agency  of  the  noted  Henry,  has  been 
fully  proved,  althou|^h  he  failed  to  effect  the  ob- 
ject of  his  demoralizing  mission,  owing  to  the 
unshaken  fidelity  of  the  citizens  of  that  region, 
so  pridefully  called  the  cradle  of  the  Revolution. 
I  ask,  with  this  evidence  before  the  eyes  of  our 
Qovemment,  could  they,  in  justice  to  the  nation, 
forego  this  act  of  retaliation?  I  presume  not.  But, 
sir,  if  that  act  was  in  itself  improper,  it  having 
been  done  by  authority,  and  the  united  States 
having  obtained  the  benefits,  can  it  be  possible 
that  honorable  men  can  deny  to  these  gentlemen 
that  remuneration  which  reason  and  justice  enti-^ 
tied  them  to  expect.  A  number  of  these  gentlemen 
were  natives  of  the  United  States,  who,  unwil- 
ling to  imbrue  their  hands. in  the  blood  of  their 
relatives  and  countrymen,  under  this  proelaoaa- 
tlon  joined  the  American  standard ;  to  these  the 
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objcetioiiB  do  not  so  diittetly  ^ff^Jt  but  to  me^  tirat 
can  make  no  distinction,  beonnsc  (He  meniore  of 
remnneration  is  not  to  be  reg«bted  by  the  limit  of 
the  proclamation,  and  as  all  were  alike  invited,  so 
all  are  equally  entitled  to  the  same  remaaeration. 
In  the  war  of  the  ReTolution  the  natiTe  sons  of 
America  were  all  invited  to  join  our  standard ;  we 
considered  all  Americans  as  the  American  naiaie 
tdkum^  aad  we  considered  these  iayitattons  to  them 
to  nnite  with  us  to  defend  America  againet  for* 
eign  oppressions^as  most  justly  growing  out  of  the 
state  of  affiiirs  m  which  we  found  ourselves  at 
the  commencement  of  the  war— and  L  therefore, 
shall  most  cordialljr  Tote  for  their  relief,  in  the 
cases  before  us,  which  a  just  and  wise  policy  in- 
duces the  Gh>T«oment  to  adopt,  and  their  dcTo* 
tion  to  this  country,  and  their  confidence  in  its 
pledged  faith,  induced  them  to  embrace. 

Mr.  McLban,  of  Ohio,  followed  on  the  same 
side.  He  defended  the  character  of  the  Tolon- 
teefs  from  the  aspersions  cast  on  them,  and  advo- 
caicd  the  ptoprienr  of  reliering  them  according 
to  the  principle  first  proposed,  in  preference  to 
compensation  according  to  rank. 

Bir.  Kino,  of  Maasachusetts,  likewise  opposed 
the  report  ot  the  committee,  and  stated  his  reasons 
foe  discriminating  between  these  persons  and 
such  of  our  prtTate  citizens  as  had  suffiRcd  lose; 
aad  urged  the  superiority  of  the  former  plan  of 
remsneraitiQn. 

Mr.  QROOTiufoa  replied  to  the  arguoMUt  of 
diaeriminatiott,  adraaced  by  Mr.  Kino^  and  dis- 
pttted  the  existence  of  any  difference  in  the  cases 
of  the  suffering  refugees  and  our  own  citiseos;  to 
whom— 

Mr.  InoBAM  and  Mr.  Nblson  succeasiTely  re- 
plied. 

Mr.  Sbbwaht  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Nblboii 
and  others,  and  generalljr  against  any  indemnifi- 
cation of  tne  Tomnteers  in  question. 

After  an  uasuecessfal  motion  by  Mr.  Hall,  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table  for  the  purpose  of  Iwv- 
ing  it  printed,  and  some  explanatory  r^nmrka 
ifom  Mr.  Ingbam,  the  question  on  eononnring  in 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whde,  (to 
apportion  the  bounty  aeoordin^  to  rank)  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays^  aad  decided  in  the  aifir- 
tive— *yeas  86,  nays  4B,  asfoUowa: 

YzAs^MessrSb  Adgate,  Archer,  Atfasrton,  Baer,  Bar- 
boar,  Baasett,  Bayliest^  Bennett,  Betta,  Biidaqra* 
Btount,  BosstBradbniy,  Breckeaiidget  Brooks^  Brown, 
Bryan,  Csdy,  ChampieUY  Chappell»  Clark  of  Ksn- 
tuekji  ClsBdMuun,  Consteck*  Cooper,  Colpeper,  Dar- 
lington, Davenport,  Edwards,  Gaston,  Gold,  Goodwyn, 
Ci^n,  GrosTsnor,  Hahn,  Htmrnoad,  Hardin,  Hawes, 
Heister,  Hopkinson,  Huger,  Hulbert,  Hnngeribrd,  Ir^ 
ting  of  New  foik,  Jackson,  Kent,  Kerr  of  yir|^iis« 
Lewis,  Lorett,  Lyon,  McCoy,  McKee,  Moseley,  New- 
ton, Noyes,  Ilckering,  Piperi  Plessants,  Reed,  Ser- 
geant, Savage,  Schenc^  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
vsnia.  Smith  of  Yirgmia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Storges, 
Tsamadge,  Tste,  Tanl.  Taylor  of  South  Carolina, 
Tellair,  Thomas,  Townsend,  Tucker,  Voee,  Wallaoe, 
Wsbster,  Wbeaton,  Whiteside,  Williams,  Woodward, 
Wright,  Yanoey  and  Yates. 

NATs—Messrs.  Alexander,  Baker,  Batemaa,  BirdaaU, 
Bumaide,  Burwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Claifca  of  Nesth 


Caiolinav  Cloptoa,  Condiet,  Crawford,  Cieic^bton, 
Cuthhert,  Dadba,  GoUaboroogh,  Hale,  Hendenon, 
Ingham,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of  Mas- 
sadiosetts,  Lsngdon,  Law,  Lumpkin,  Maday,  Mason, 
Mayrant,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mil- 
nor,  Moore,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Otmsby,  Powell, 
Roane,  Root,  Smith  of  Maiyland,  Southard,  Taylor  of 
N«w  York,  Throop,  Ward  of  New  York,  Wendorer, 
Wilcox,  Wakin,  Willooghby,  Thomas  WUson,  and 
William  WUson 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engl'ossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  blii.  as  originally  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  is  as  follows : 

« 

Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Smote  andHouee  o/RmtMn' 
tatwu  of  the  VnUed  Statee  of  America  tn  Omgreee 
ateembkd.  That  it  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  Seoetaiy 
of  State,  as  soen  as  may  be  after  the  paasage  of  this 
act,  to  sppoint  two  commissioners  to  examine  into  and 
ascertain,  in  a  snmmair  way,  the  actual  losses  of  real 
estate  sostained  by  such  persons  as  were,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  late  war  between  the  Unltod  States 
and  Great  Britain,  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Upper 
Canada ;  and  who,  dniiQg  the  said  war,  joined  tfie 
armies  of  the  United  States,  wore  slain,  died  in  sorvlee, 
or  continued  therein  until  honeraUy  dischvgs^  and 
whose  kMsss  shall  have  been  occasioned  by  Aeir  dma 
alMmdoning  die  Britidi  and  joining  the  American 


Sac.  3.  And  be  it  fiattker  enaetei,  Thatitahattbe 
the  duty  of  the  said  commissisnegs  to  *give  notiee  (for 
four  weeks  suecsasively,  in  the  newspapsra  printed  m 
the  villsges  of  BufiUo  and  Batavia,  in  the  State  of  New 
Yoik,  specifying  the  tinu  when,  and  glace  whsse,  they 
will  meet,  and  requiring  all  pereons  interssted  to  pre- 
sent their  claims  on  the  day  specified  in  audi  notice ; 
and  the  said  oommiasioners  shall  meet,  punnant  to 

their  notice,  on  or  before  the day  of next,  at 

Williamsville,  in  the  oonntjr  of  Niagara,  and  State  of 
New  York ;  and  after  having  taken  an  oath,  before 
some  judicial  officer  of  said  State,  foithAiliy  and  impar- 
tiaUy  to  execute  the  duties  enjoined  on  ihem  by  this 
act,  shall  proceed  to  inquire  into  the  losses  ¥^A  the 
persons  an»esatd  have,  for  the  cause  aforesaid,  respec- 
tively sustained.  The  said  commissioners  ahaM  have 
power  to  adminislsr  oaths  or  sffirmationB  to  witneasea, 
and  ahall  not  take  the  evidenoe  of  any  witness  who 
shall  not  be  awom  or  affirmed  by  them ;  they  shall  ad- 
journ from  day  to  day,  until  they  ahaU  haveconqiletad 
the  objects  of  their  commission:  Proeidedt  Aeaseser, 
That  no  claim  for  loasss  shall  be  received  or  exaaJned 
by  them,  which  ahall  not  be  presented  to  thedi  within 
the  spece  of—  weeks  after  they  shall  have  convened 
pursuant  to  the  said  notice.  And  it  ahall  be  the  fur- 
ther duty  of  the  said  commissioners,  after  they  shall 
have  completed  the  examination  aforesaid,  to  report 
Uieir  proceedingB  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  L«nd 
Office,  together  With  a  list  of  the  persons  who  riiaO 
have  satisfoctorily  established  losses,  and  the  amount 
of  such  losses  respectively. 

Sxc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  Commissioner  of  die  Land  Office 
to  issue  to  each  of  the  said  pezsons  a  certificate  of  the 
amount  of  the  losses  estabtished  by  him  or  her,  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  in  case  of  the  death  of 
any  person,  whose  loeses  shall  be  established  as  sfore- 
said,  then  Oe  said  certificate  shall  be  Issued  to  hie 
widow,  or  if  no  widow  to  the  child  or  childien  of  eneh 
deoeesedpeiaen;  which  csttificate  shell  be  received  to 
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the  amoQiit  specified  m  it»  but  withoat  iateretl,  in  any 
piiyiiient  for  the  public  lends  which  may  hereafter  be 
■old  in  the  Temtoriee  of  Indiana  and  Illinois:  Pro- 
videdf  howevetf  and  it  is  htrebjf  expressly  deelared. 
That  the  whole  amoont  of  certificates  issued  under 
thie  act  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of—*-  thousand  dol« 
lars ;  and  in  case  the  aggregate  amount  of  losses  re- 
ported by  ibis  said  commissioners  shall  exceed  the  said 
sum  of-— —thousand  dollars,  then  the  certificate  to  be 
issued  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office  to  each 
claimant,  shall  not  be  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  loss 
sustained  by  him  or  her,  but  only  for  a  sum  propor-< 
tioned  to  his  or  her  actual  loss,  as  the  raid  sum  of — 
thousand  dollars  is  to  the  aggregate  of  all  the  losses  so 
reported. 

Sxc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  of  the 
commissioners,  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  tiiie 
act,  shall  receiTc,  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 

States,  the  sum  of for  eadi  and  e^exy  day  he  shall 

be  employed  in  discharging  the  duties  required  of  him 
by  this  act. 

And  as  amended,  it  will  read — 

Be  it  enacted^  b^  the  Senate  and  Houuof  Represent' 
aiives  of  the  Vmted  States  of  Anurica  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  all  such  persons  as  had  been  dtizens 
of  the  United  States  antenor  to  the  late  war,  and  were 
at  its  commencement  inhabitants  of  the  province  of 
Canada,  and  who  during  the  said  war  joined  the  ar^ 
mies  of  the  United  States  as  Tolunteers,  and  were  slain, 
died  in  service,  or  continued  therein  till  honorably  dis- 
charged, shall  be  entitled  to  the  following  quantities  of 
land,  respectiTely,  via :  Each  colonel  to  nine  hundred 
and  sixty  acres ;  each  major  to  eight  hundred  acree ; 
eeeh  captain  to  six  hundred  and  forty  acree;  each 
subaltern  officer  to  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres; 
each  non-eemrniseioned  officer,  musidan,  or  private, 
te  Unee  hundred  and  twenty  acres ;  and  the  bounties 
dbresaid  shall  extend  to  the  medical  and  other  stafi^ 
who  shall  rank  according  to  their  pay.  And  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  said  persons  to  locate  their  claims  in 
quarter  sections  upon  any  of  the  unappropriated  lands 
of  the  United  States  within  the  Indiana  Territory, 
which  shall  have  been  surveyed  prior  to  such  location, 
wiUi  the  exception  of  salt  spnngs  and  lead  mines 
therein,  and  of  the  quantities  of  land  adjacent  thereto, 
whidi  may  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  same  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  section  number 
sixteen  in  every  townshm  to  be  granted  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  such  township  for  the  use  of  public  schools ; 
which  locations  shall  be  subject  to  such  regulations,  as 
to  priority  of  choice,  and  the  manner  of  location,  as  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  shall  prescribe. 

Sxc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  Department  of  War  for  the  time  being 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  under  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions, as  to  evidence,  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  prescribe,  issue  to  every  person  coming 
vrithin  the  description  aibresaid  a  warrant  for  such 
quantity  of  land  as  he  mey  be  entitled  to  by  virtue  of 
^  afonsaid  pioviaion ;  and  in  case  of  the  death  of 
such  person,  then  such  warrant  shall  be  issued  to  his 
widow,  or  if  no  widow,  to  his  child  or  children. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  itfitrther  enacted,  That  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author* 
ised  and  required  to  pay  to  each  of  the  persons  afore- 
said three  months  additiimal  pay,accoardingto  the  rank 
they  respectively  held  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
dwiag  the  late  war. 


MILITARY  SERVICES. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  other  part  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  being 
their  amendments  to  the  bill  making  further  pro- 
vision for  military  services  daring  the  late  war. 

After  agreeing  to  the  other  amendments  of  the 
committee,  the  question  was  stated  on  concoi- 
ring  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  atrik* 
ing  out  the  third  section  of  the  bill  (which  pro- 
vided a  bountv  in  land  to  the  disbanded  officers  of 
the  lace  army.) 

Mr.  Nblbon,  of  Virginia,  expressed  a  hope 
that  those  who  had  just  voted  a  similar  bounty 
to  the  Canadian  refugees,  would  not  deny  it  to 
oar  own  officers. 

Mr.  Tblvair  and  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  op- 
posed the  report  of  the  committee  and  advocated 
the  bounty. 

Mr,  Lumpkin  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  with  diffidence,  upon  any  oc- 
casion, that  I  rise  to  sabmit  my  views  and  opin- 
ions to  this  honoraUe  body.  And  upon  the  pres- 
ent occasion  my  embarrassment  is  increased ;  be« 
caose  I  rise  in  opposition  to.a  measure  emanating 
from  a  source  which  I  highly  respect.  This 
measure  has  also  received  the  sanction  of  the  Mili- 
tary Committee,  and  the  support  of  many  othar 
honorable  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  amongst  whom 
are  most  of  my  worthy  coUea^es.  fiat  upon 
this,  as  well  as  all  other  qoestions  presented  to 
this  House  for  consideration,  I  feel  mvaelf  boand 
to  examine  and  investigate  for  myself,  and  then 
parsoe  that  coarse  which  my  own  best  judgment 
may  dictate  to  be  right.  And  upon  due  ex«niioa- 
tion  of  thie  subject,  the  result  has  been,  that  I  am 
constrained  to  conclude  that  it  will  be  partial  and 
intpolitic  to  givo  the  proposied  donation  in  landp 
to  the  disbanded  officers  of  the  late  Army  of  the 
United  States.  First,  let  us  examine  how  these 
offices  were  created,  and  how  those  gentlemen 
came  into  them.  The  necessity  of  havmg  a  large 
number  of  military  officers,  grew  out  of  the  war 
in  which  this  country  has  recently  been  engaged 
with  a  formidable  enemy. 

The  various  laws  passed  by  Congresa  fox  rais- 
ing armies,  pointed  out  the  number  of  officers  ne- 
cessary to  command  those  armies ;  also  the  pay 
and  subsistence  thpit  they  should  be  entitled  to 
receive  for  their  services.  And  I  presume  they 
have  received  the  full  amount  held  out  to  them 
at  the  time  thev  engaged  in  the  service j  and 
therefore,  a^  has  been  admitted  by  my  friend  and 
colleague^  as  well  as  every  other  gentleman  who 
has  spoken  on  that  side  of  the  question,  they  have 
no  just  claims  on  the  Government.  Buj,  the  ap- 
peal is  made  to  the  magnanimity  and  liberality 
of  Congress.  Sir,  I  admire  liberality  in  Govern- 
ments, as  well  as  individuals.  But  I  differ  with 
some  gentlemen  in  the  selection  of  objects  to  be- 
stow liberality  upon.  I  have  no  disposition  to  be- 
stow my  charity  or  liberality  where  no  necessity 
exists;  I  am  not  disposed  to  make  my  sekotibn 
from  the  elevated  ranks  of  life.  I  will  now  make 
the  inquiry,  how  those  officers  came  into  office? 
They  were  not  pressed  into  the  service  of  their 
country,  but  in  most  cases  were  personally,  or  by 
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their  friends,  applicants  for  the  commands  which 
they  have  held ;  indeed  there  was  a  great  many 
more  applicants  than  there  were  offices  to  bestow, 
which  proves  that  it  was  not  a  very  objectionable 
or  disagreeable  service,  to  the  patriotic  and  gal- 
lant yoang  gentlemen  of  this  country.    And  it  is 
-a  subject  of  regret  that  the  best  in  every  instance 
couia  not  have  been  selected  from  the  numerous 
candidates.    Bjit  I  do  not  intend  to  insinuate  but 
that  it  was  intended  in  every  case  to  select  those 
who  were  best  qualified,  but  from  the  nature  of 
the  case  it  could  not  be  done.    Much  has  been 
said  in  regard  to  the  pay  of  the  officer  and  the 
soldier.    It  has  been  stated  that  the  pay  and 
bountv  of  the  soldier  was  raised  extravagantly 
high,  because  it  was  with  difficulty  that  they  could 
be  procured ;  and  that  the  pay  of  the  officers  was 
pared  down  as  low  as  possible,  because  there  was 
a  great  number  ready  to  take  commands.    I  ad- 
mit that  it  was  difficult  to  procure  soldiers,  and 
there  was  always  a  plenty  ready  to  take  commands. 
But  I  claim  the  attention  of  the  House,  while  I  ex- 
amine what  was  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  the 
aoldler.  that  we  may  be  able  to  judge  correctly  on 
this  suoject.    I  find  the  pay  of  a  major  general 
(including  forage  and  rations)  to  be  two  hundred 
and  forty^five  dollars  per  month ;  two  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  forty  dollars  per  year,  and  more 
than  eight  dollars  per  day.    A  brigadier  general, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars  per  month, 
and  fifteen  hundred  and  eightv-four  dollars  per 
year.    A  colonel,  ninety-three  dollars  per  month, 
and  eleven  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars  per  year. 
A  major,  sixty-four  dollars  per  month,  and  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-eicht  dollars  per  year. '  A 
captain  fortv-three  doluirs  per  month,  and  five 
hundred  ana  sixteen  dollars  per  year ;  and  thus 
gradually  decreasing,  down  to  the  third  lieuten- 
ant.   Tne  high  pay  of  the  soldier  that  has  been 
so  much  dwelt  upon,  was  during  the  war  raised 
to  eight  dollars  per  month,  and  ninety*six  dollars 
per  year,  besides  his  bounty  in  money  and  land. 
oinee  the  conclusion  of  peace,  his  pay  is  reduced 
to  five  dollars  per  month. 

I  admit  the  assertion,  that  no  country  has  re- 
warded or  paid  their  soldiers  higher  than  this. 
But,  in  its  principles  and  form,  our  Government 
differs  from  all  others,  and  I  rejoice  that  it  does ; 
here  we  have  no  distinctions  but  such  as  arise 
from  merit,  from  intrinsic  worth  of  character; 
therefore  there  should  not  be  so  much  difference 
between  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  this, 
as  in  other  countries.  If  we  were  to  pursue  the 
example  of  the  European  nations,  I  know  that 
we  should  forset  the  soldier,  and  make  liberal 
provision  for  the  officers.  In  Great  Britain,  if 
once  an  officer  you  are  always  so,  at  least  their 
officers  receive  half  pay  for  life.  But  in  this  coon- 
try,  if  we  adhere  to  the  principles  of  our  own 
Government,  we  ought  to  reward  merit,  not  rank* 
Let  us  follow  the  example  of  the  immortal  Wash- 
IMOTON.  the  political  Father  of  his  Country.  Ex- 
amine nis  letters  to  the  Marquis  Lafayette  and 
other  friends^  on  his  returning  from  the  command 
of  the  American  Army,  at  the  close  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.    He  felt  himself  eased  from  a  load 


of  public  care,  and  anticipated  the  pleasure  of 
spending  the  remainder  of  his  days  as  a  private 
citizen,  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  in  the  prac- 
tice of  the  domestic  virtues.  He  asked  of  the 
Government  no  remuneration  for  his  all-import- 
ant services ;  and  when  his  native  State  (Vir- 
ginia) offered  him  donations,  he  declined  accept- 
ing, and  recommended  that  the  fund  proposed  to  ne 
vested  in  him,  should  be  applied  to  useful  objects. 
Mr.  Speaker  let  us  follow  the  example  of  our 
Wabbinoton,  and  closely  adhere  to  our  own 

Erinciples  and  form  of  Government.  In  ancient 
istory  I  recollect  reading  of  a  nation,  who  re- 
ceived its  laws  immediately  from,  and  was  gov- 
erned bv  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe; 
and  while  they  were  content  with  their  good  form 
of  government  they  prospered,  and  were  more 
blessed  and  hapny  than  all  the  nations  which  sur- 
rounded them ;  out  they  became  wicked  and  then 
dissatisfied,  and  asked  for  a  king  to  rule  over 
them;  and  the  reason  why  they  asked  a  king, 
was,  that  they  might  be  like  other  nations.  The 
request  of  this  people  was  granted — a  kinff  was 
given  to  them — theij  pride  was  gratified ;  out  in 
obtaining  a  king,  they  procured  a  curse,  and  not 
a  blesjiing.  I  have  no  doubt  but  this  nation  has 
been  equally  blessed  and  protected  by  the  guardian 
care  of  a  kind  and  indulgent  Providence ;  and  I 
am  confident  that  we  do  err,  whenever  we  depart 
frooi  the  spirit  and  nature  of  our  own  republican 
institutions,  and  assimilate  our  laws  or  policy  to 
those  of  other  countries,  whose  forms  ot  govern- 
ment essentially  differ  from  ours  in  first  principles. 

I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  provision  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  ofiKcers, 
and  the  number  proposed  to  be  benefitted  thereby. 
The  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee  inform- 
ed the  House  the  other  day,  that  there  was  between 
fifteen  hundred  and  two  thousand  disbanded  offi* 
cers  to  be  provided  for;  and  that  the  land  pro- 
posed to  be  given  to  them  was  upwards  of  nine 
hundred  thousand  acres,  nearly  one  million.  And 
from  the  most  accurate  calculations  which  I  have 
been  able  to  make,  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion 
that  the  number  of  officers  and  quantity  of  land 
are  both  estimated  loo  low.  But,  in  justice  to  the 
disoi;^anized  officers,  permit  me  to  say,  that  I  en- 
tertatn  no  doubt  but  many  of  them  entered  the 
service  of  their  country  from  the  most  pure,  up- 
right, and  patriotic  motives,  and  that  many  of  them 
have  done  honor  to  themselves  and  to  the  country 
for  which  they  fought ;  they  have  gained  an  im- 
perishable fame  that  is  riveted  in  the  hearts  of  the 
Americah  people ;  a  fame  more  durable  than  a 
marble  monument.  They  are  entitled  to,  and 
are  daily  receiving;  the  honors  and  gratitude 
which  their  fellow-citizens  have  to  bestow.  Let 
us  not  tarnish  their  fame  and  merit  by  any  act  of 
ours,  which  will  make  those  honorable  men  ap- 
pear to  posterity  in  the  light  of  mercenaries. 

But,  sir,  I  am  compelled  to  say,  that  many  of 
those  officers  have  no  claim  on  their  Government. 
There  were  many,  who  during  the  war  were  liv- 
ing in  luxury  and  dissipation,  spending  their  time 
in  idleness  and  pleasure,  at  their  recruiting  sta- 
tions, and  frequently  their  conduct  was  suchi  that 
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they  were  so  litck  respteced  by  the  commttoity 
where  they  were  stationed,  that  they  scarcely 
enlisted  a  man,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  injured 
the  cause  they  were  in  honor  bound  to  support. 
They  were  living  upon  the  QoTernment,  without 
rendering  the  smallest  benefit  to  it. 

Delicacy  and  decorum  forbid  the  mention  of 
names,  but  is  it  not  knowb  to  every  ffentleman 
on  this  floor,  that  there  were  officers  of  the  regu- 
lar army  not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  many 
of  our  militia  officeis  1  And  yet  nothing  is  said 
about  donations  of  land  for  those  brave,  patriotic, 
Tolunteer  militia  officers,  whose  heroic  deeds  have 
immortalized  and  recorded  their  names  in  the 
hearts  of  the  American  people. 

Sir,  it  is  known  to  you,  it  is  known  to  every 
member  of  this  House,  that  many  of  the  militia 
officers  haaeachieved  far  more  honor  in  defend- 
ing their  country's  rights,  than  many  of  those  offi- 
cers that  we  are  now  called  upon  to  make  pro- 
vision for.  I  call  upon  gentlemen  to  say,  if  this 
is  sound  policy  ?  Ii  this  is  administering  justice 
with  an  impartial  hand?  Sir,  I  cannot  forget, 
and  delioacv  shall  not  prevent  me  from  mention- 
ing, the  toils  and  services  of  the  militia  of  that 
State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent. 
But  first,  permit  me  to  say,  that  from  anything 
which  I  have  seen,  emanating  from  any  depart- 
ment of  the  (Government,  it  would  appear,  that 
the  useful  services  of  the  Qeorgia  militia,  and  the 
merit  of  the  officers  who  commanded  them,  had 
not  reached  the  War  Department. 

But.  be  this  as  it  may,  the  intrepidity  and  bra- 
very of  the  militia  of  the  South  will  long  be  re- 
membered by  the  people  in  that  section  of  the 
country.  Can  I  feel  justified  with  myself  to  vote 
donations,  indiscriminately,  to  the  regular  officers, 
some  of  whom  have  been  worse  tiian  useless  to 
the  Qovernmenr,  while  the  arduous  and  import- 
ant military  services  of  Flovd,  Newnan,  Thomas, 
and  many  others  who  actea  with  them,  are  fresh 
in  my  recollection,  and  are  passed  over,  entirely 
neglected?  Sir,  these  men,  not  half  supplied  by 
the  agents  of  the  Government,  at  the  head  of  a 
brave  and  patriotic  militia,  sought  and  found  the 
savage  foe  in  the  wilderness,  and  carried  terror 
into  the  heart  of  their  country.  And  when  attack- 
ed, and  surrounded  by  a  numerous  host  of  yelling 
savages — and  that  in  the  awful  solemnity  of  the 
night,  without  fortifications,  breastworks,  or  shel* 
ter— every  officer,  everv  soldier,  was  immoyeably 
firm  to  their  duty,  and  the  enemy  put  to  fiight 
with  severe  loss. 

But  such  men  as  these  are  forgotten  here.  It 
is  the  officers  of  the  regular  army  that  must  be 
provided  for.  It  has  been  said,  that  the  militia 
does  not  complain ;  and  if  the  question  now  under 
consideration  was  submitted  to  the  officers  of  the 
militia,  they  would  be  in  fhvor  of  granting  the 
proposed  donations.  Admit  these  statements  to 
be  true,  and  the  answer  is,  to  the  praise  of  the  mi- 
litia be  it  spoken,  that  they  have  made  no  com- 
plaints; and  to  the  officers  who  possess  so  much 
disinterested  generosity  as  to  grant  to  others  that 
which  i9  due  to  themselves.  The  donations  pro^ 
posed  to  be  given  are  spoken  of  by  gentlemen  as 


a  mere  trifle.  It  has  also  been  said,  money  is  not 
asked  for,  it  is  lands,  and  that  we  nave  plenty  of 
land,  and  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  the  coun- 
try to  have  it  settled. 

I  will  ask,  if  all  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  are  not  interested  in  what  is  called  Gov- 
ernment land  ?    And  does  not  this  land  average 
to  the  Government,  when  sold,  a  revenue  of  atleast 
two  dollars  per  acre  ?    Under  existing  laws  which 
have  been  passed  by  Congress,  for  the  disposition 
of  public  lands,  it  is  obliged  to  bring  two  dollars 
per  acre  at  least.    If  my  statement  be  correct,  we 
are  in  our  liberality  about  to  bestow  donations  in 
lands,  equal  in  value  to  two  millions  of  dollars, 
upon  the  disbanded  officers  of  the  late  army.    To 
a  mind  that  estimates  the  necessity  of  economy 
in  Qovernments  as  I  do,  this  is  no  inconsiderable 
donation  or  gratuity.    For  my  part  I  cannot  re- 
concile it  to  my  feelings,  to  vote  a  direct  tax  of 
three  millions  of  dollars  indiscriminately  on  the 
people,  and  then,  in  the  next  vote,  give  away  two 
millions  of  their  property,  or  money ;  for  in  reality 
I  view  it  as  the  same  thing.    It  is  clear  to  my 
mind,  that  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officer 
has  been  better  than  that  of  the  soldier.    And  the 
part  which  the  officer  is  required  to  act  in  per- 
forming his  duty,  is  certainly  the  most  pleasant 
and  agreeable  service.    The  situation  of  our  sol- 
diers during  the  late  war,  in  many  instances,  has 
been  a  scene  calculated  to  excite  the  compassion 
of  the  hardest  heart.    When  we  consider  the 
hardships  and  dangers  through  which  they  have 
passed,  upon  a  bare  allowance  of  bread  and  beef, 
and  their  eight  dollars  per  month,  and  contrast  it 
with  the  pay  of  the  officers,  I  trust  the  conclusion 
will  be,  that  the  liberality  of  the  Qovernment  is 
not  more  pledged  to  the  officers  than  to  the  sol- 
diers, and  that  the  obligation  is  as  strong  to  many 
of  the  militia  officers  as  to  the  regulars. 

Mr,  McKsfi  made  some  remarks  which  could 
not  be  heard  by  the  Reporter;  and  Mr.  Ptoun- 
ING,  explained  his  reasons  for  voting  in  favor  of 
the  bounty  to  the  Canadians,  and  yet  against  allow- 
ing the  same  to  our  officers. 

Mr.  Cannon  said,  he  had  not  intended  to  say 
a  single  word  on  this  subject,  nor  should  he  at 
this  time  have  troubled  the  House  with  a  sinele 
remark  in  addition  to  what  he  had  submitted  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  a  few  days 
ago,  when  this  subject  was  under  consideration, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  arguments  which  had 
just  fallen  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Smith.)  Sir,  there  is  no  mem- 
ber of  this  HousflL  who  has  a  higher  regard,  or 
feels  more  respect  tor  that  class  of  individuals  who 
are  to  be  benefitted  by  the  passage  of  the  section 
of  the  bill,  which  is  now  the  subject  of  debate, 
than  I  have.  I  have  not  forgotten  the  important 
services  many  of  them  have  rendered  in  defence 
of  our  country.  They  are  entitled  to,  and  will 
receive  the  gratitude  and  esteem  of  every  virtu- 
ous citizen  of  this  nation.  They  have  covered 
themselves  with  glory  that  will  last  for  ages  to 
come^that  could  not,  la  the  smallest  degree,  be 
increased  or  diminished  by  anything  it  is  possi- 
ble for  me  to  aay»   But,  sir,  this  question  presents 
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itself  to  me,  in  a  different  ahape  from  that  in 
wkieti  it  seems  to  be  viewed  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Maryland.  I  ask  you,  sir,  if  these 
officers,  who  have  been  discharged  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  are  the  only  persons 
in  our  country  who  are  entitled  to  our  respect, 
and  the  liberality  of  this  nation  ?    Does  justice 
or  policy  require  that  we  should  select  this  partic- 
ular class  of  men,  as  the  only  objects  of  our  grati- 
tude and  our  favor,  while  at  the  same  time  we 
turn  our  backs  on  a  much  larger  number,  com- 
posed of  the  citizen  soldien  of  our  country,  equal- 
ly mffitorious,  who  have  served  us  with  equal 
patriotism  and  equal  firmness^-the  gallant  heroes, 
who  have  defended  our  nation,  our  rights  and 
our  liberties,  and  have  nobly  supported,  and  borne 
our  Qovernnent  through  all  the  most  trying 
scenes  of  this  war  ?    I  think  it  does  not.    In 
passing  on  this  subject,  Mr.  Sp^tker,  I  consider 
that  an  unjust  and  improper  distinction  has  been 
made  between  the  disbanded  officers  of  the  regu- 
lar army,  and  the  citizens  of  our  country,  who 
have  served  us  as  soldiers;  and  to  grant  the  do- 
nations of  land  contemplated  by  this  section  of 
the  bilk  to  the  disbanded  officers  of  the  regular  ar- 
my, ana  withhold  an  equal  provision  from  others 
equally  deserving  the  bounty  of  the  Government, 
would,  in  my  opinion,  not  only  be  making  an 
unjust  discrimination  between  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  regular  army  but  also  between 
the  officers  of  the  regular  army  and  the  officers 
of  the  volunteers  and  militia,  who  have  rendered 
us  equal  service^  as  well  as  the  soldier  who  has 
entered  our  service  as  a  volunteer  or  militiaman, 
all  of  whom  have  served  us,  and  that  too  in  the 
most  trying  times  of  difficulty,  danger  and  alarm ; 
they  have  rendered  important  services  to  this 
nation— they  have  taken  on  themsdves  the  hum- 
ble though  arduous  duties  of  the  soldter^they 
have  calmly  encountered  the  toils  of  the  camp, 
and  the  dangers  of  the  field  of  battle^— they  have 
been  oor  noble  and  gallant  defenders,  and  have 
driven  from  our  soil  and  our  shores  those  boasted 
hordes  of  British  slaves,  who  have  vainly  at- 
tempted to  lay  prostrate  our  liberties— *they  have 
done  their  duty,  their  deeds  are  without  a  parallel 
in  the  pages  of  history — they  have  suffered,  they 
have  bled,  and  many  of  them  have  sacrificed  their 
lives  on  the  altar  of  our  country's  honor.    And, 
sir,  can  it  be  possible  that  the  members  of  this 
House  have  forgotten  all  these  great  sacrifices  and 
important  services  1    Is  not  the  oitiaeo,  who  has 
served  us  as  a  soldier,  as  much  entitled  to  our 
consideration  as  the  man  who  has  served  us  as 
an  officer ;  or  are  we  to  pass  by  them  as  unwor- 
thy of  our  notice,  and  make  this  partial  provi- 
sion for  the  disbanded  officers  ?    While  I  admit, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  many  of  the  disbanded  officers 
of  the  regular  army  have  rendered  important  ser- 
vices to  our  country.  I  cannot  forget  that  the  cit- 
izens of  our  country  nave  also  rendered  important 
services  to  us,  during  the  late  war ;  and  though 
in  a  more  humble  and  less  conspicuous  capacity, 
let  us  not  forget  them.    Sir,  it  must  be  known 
to  every  person,  that  the  place  of  an  officer  in 
any  army,  whether  reguiar,  milttia,  or  volun-j 


tears,  is  by  far  better  than  tliat«C  a  soldier.  I  ana. 
therefore,  opposed  to  rewarding  the  offieeKs,  and 
neglecting  the  soldiers.  The  aiffiereoce  between 
the  pay  and  emoluments  of  your  officers,  and  tke 
pay  and  bounty  of  ^our  soldiers  is,  in  my  opiaioD, 
already  fully  sufficient.  Your  officers  received, 
perhaps,  from  two  hundred  and  fifty,  down  to 
twenty-five  or  thirty  dollars  per  month,  while 
your  soldier  received  but  eight  dollars  per  momh| 
who  encounters  the  most  dancer,  and  often  per- 
forms the  iBost  arduona  duty.  I  cannot  ame  with 
the  honorable  gentleman,  that  the  officers  doty  is 
so  much  harder  than  that  (^  the  soldier,  although 
I  feel  the  highest  respect  for  the  oploioae  of  ttot 
gentleman.  I  yet  belteve  the  performance  of 
the  duties  of  the  soldier  equally  as  hard  as  that  of 
the  officer.  Commissions  in  the  rej^olar  service 
have  been  mnch  sought  after  duriM  the  war, 
and  the  very  persons  for  whom  ym  are  now 
about  to  provide  donations  of  land,  have  already 
once  been  made  the  favorites  of  tro  nation.  In 
fletting  those  appototmeiits,  thev  have  had  the 
best  places  in  your  Army,  and  I  might  say,  the 
best  places  in  our  eoantry,  during  the  war.  Geii*> 
tlemen  may  say  what  they  please  about  it,  but  I 
know  that,  generally,  the  place  d*  an  officer  ia 
any  army,  whether  regular,  militia,  or  volunteet, 
is  better,  is  enviable  to  that  of  a  soldier,  and  why 
make  this  unjust  and  partial  discrimuiation  in 
favor  of  your  disbaaded  effioefs  ? 

The  Oovemiaent  of  the  United  States  has  held 
out  to  her  citizena  certain  condUions  and  induea^ 
ments  to  enter  into  the  service ;  eertain  pav  tnd 
emoluments  to  offieeea,  and  eertain  pay  and  bom^ 
ties  to  soldiers ;  and  it  is  known  to  every  mena- 
her  of  this  House,  that,  on  those  conditions^  yon 
could  have  got  more  officers  than  you  wanted, 
but  not  near  so  many  soldiers  as  yon  wanted. 
This  ckenmstance  alone  I  would  think  sufficient 
to  show  clearly  that  the  inducements  given  to 
your  officers  were  by  fiir  greater  than  those  given 
to  your  soldien.  But  gentlemen,  in  the  eourae 
of  this  debate,  have  contended  that  this  land  ought 
to  be  given  to  them,  as  an  iaducement  to  eater  the 
service  of  our  country  again,  in  the  event  of  ano* 
ther  war.  Bul  mi«  I  have  no  feaia  that  there  ever 
will  bo  any  dimoulty  found  in  this  oonntry  to  get 
officers  for  a  remlar  nrnoy ;  the  great  difficiuiy 
is  in  getting  soldten.  What,  sir,  has  heen  the 
situation  of  our  army  during  the  late  waarl  It 
has  beini  a  skeleton,  an  army  of  offieers  without 
soldiers,  and,  if  additional  inducements  are  given, 
I  contend  they  should  given  to  the  eoldicr.  For 
my  part,  I  cannot  see  on  what  ground  it  can  be 
shown,  that  the  disbanded  officers  of  the  regular 
army  are  more  entitled  to  this  additionai  bounty 
or  favor  of  the  Government,  than  the  eitizeiis  cii 
our  country  are,  who  have  served  ut  in  the  httue 
ble  capacity  of  soldiers;  I  euinot  believe  that  the 
officer  has  any  stronger  claim  on  thb  Qovera* 
ment  than  the  soldier.  Indeed,  sir^  I  believe  hie 
claim  is  less  strong  than  that  or  your  oitizciiy 
who  has  served  you  in  the  hnmUe  place  of  a 
soldier.  I  have  said  before,  sir,  that  I  waa  op- 
posed to  the  principle  c^  rewardii^  officers,  and 
negleeting  onr  eoldiers*    Sir,  em  it  be  poaaible 
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tlimt  fiM  CoDgreM  of  tbo  United  S»tw  will  show 
bT  her  acts  sach  {Mirtimlity  in  fkror  of  aii||r  class 
or  ber  citizens,  while,  at  the  same  tine,  she  ae^ 
lects  others  equally  meritorioos  ?    I  hope  they 
will  not.    The  honorable  ffentleman  from  Ken- 
tacky,  who  is  chainnan  of  the  committee  who 
reported  this  bill,  has,  in  the  eoorseof  the  debate 
on  strikifltf  out  this  section,  said  something  about 
national  charaoter.    Sir,  I  am  as  aoxioas  to  pre- 
serve national  character  as  that  gentleman  is,  or 
any  other  member  of  this  House.  But,  sir,  I  can- 
not agree  that  the  adoption  of  this  measure  would 
add  anything  to  our  national  character.    I  have 
a  di^rent  view  of  this  course;  I  believe  the  best 
way  to  preserve  national  character,  is  to  act  im- 
partially on  this  subject,  as  well  as  all  others 
that  come  before  us,  and  to  show  by  our  acts  that 
we  have  an  equal  regard  for  ail  who  have  ren- 
dered to  as  equal  services.  It  has  been  contended 
by  some  ffenilemeo,  in  the  coarse  of  the  debate 
on  this  subject,  that  we  ought  to  grant  this  land 
to  the  disbanded  officers,  on  account  of  the  sacri- 
fices they  have  made  in  entering  into  our  service. 
Sir,  I  admit  many  of  them  have  made  sacrifices  in 
this  way,  but  have  the  gentlemen  forgotten  that  the 
citizens  of  our  country  generally  have  made  sac- 
rifices during  this  war,  and  many  of  them,  per- 
haps, have  made  as  peat  saorilees,  if  not  greater, 
than  those  who  obtained  eom»i«iioiit  in  me  reg- 
idar  army  ?   I  should  snppose  our  raHitia  officers 
bad  made  sacrifices  in  defending  our  country, 
and  1  know  the  volunteers  have  sacrificed  much 
for  the  defence  of  our  country ;  and,  sir,  the  com- 
moo  citizens  generally  have  made  sacrifices  in 
defending  our  countrv ;  many  of  them  have  sac* 
rificed  their  all,  and,  however  little  it  may  have 
been,  it  was  as  dear  to  them  as  if  they  bad  much* 
What  has  been  the  situation  of  a  poor  man  with 
a  helpkss  fiuoily,  entirely  dependent  on  hin  labor 
and  attention  for  comimrt  aad  auppott?    I  say, 
what  has  been  his  siioatiaa,  when  called  u>  mareh 
eight  hnodred  ec  a  thoasaad  milea  irom  his  home 
to  defend  hisconatryl    Be  has  bo  aitetaative, 
ho  miaac  go  \  ood  if  retained  in  your  seivkie  bat 
six  months,  he  loses  his  crop  and  ha  is  runed, 
and  everything  he  has  is  sacrificed  in  defenee  of 
oov  oouniiry ;  and  are  we  now  to  forget  all  these 
sacrifices,  except  those  alone  which  have  be<fn 
made  by  the  gentlemen  who  were   fortiraate 
enough  to  obtain  appointments  in  the  regolar  ser- 
vice, and  those  alone  we  are  now  called  on  to 
provide  for?    No,  sir;  I  hope  we  will  ^pursue  a 
uifierent  and  more  impartial  course,    fiat,  Mr. 
Speaker,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  lOary- 
land  has  said  something  u>oot  the  peat  xesgon^ 
sibility  of  officers,  and  contrasted  their  duties  aad 
services  with  that  of  our  soldiers.    Sir,  I  know 
that  every  officer  has  a  share  of  responsibility  at* 
tached  to  him  in  jiroportion  «to  his  grade ;  but  is 
there  no  responsibility  attached  to  the  duties  of  a 
soldier  ?    I  ask  you,  sir  who  watches  and  guards 
the  borders  of  your  country  against  the  sadden  or 
midnight  attack  of  the  enemy — is  it  not  your  sol- 
diers f  and  do  yoa  not  require  the  soldier^  when 
sentinel,  to  remain  firm  and  watchiiil  at  his  post 
amidst  the  pelting  storms  of  rains  and  snow? 


And,  sir,  should  he  chance  to  grow  weary  with 
fatigoe  and  slumber,  what  do  you  require  of  him? 
Why,  sir,  by  the  laws  of  your  country,  you  re- 
quire his  life  I  And,  yet,  will  gentlemen  say  he 
has  no  responsibility  ?  I  contend,  the  duly  of  a 
soldier  has  much  responsibility  attached  it;  he 
performs  the  drudgery  of  the  camp,  and  makes 
the  giealeac  saecffiee  of  his  feeliogs  aad  his  iibet^ 
ty,  whik  he  is  in  your  service;  and  the  suflbrings 
wM  daofer  to  whieh  he  is  expoeed  ore  not  loa 
eveo  ia  me  field  of  battle.  Ask  the  galiaat  offi- 
cer who  has  reeeived  the  thanks  of  this  Bouse, 
and  the  applause  of  this  nation,  to  whom  he  is  in- 
debted for  his  Ihme  aad  his  military  glory,  and 
he  will  tell  you  it  is  to  the  firmness  and  bravery 
of  his  soldiers  as  well  as  his  officers.  And  to 
whom  is  this  nation  indebted  for  its  defence,  to 
the  North,  the  South,  the  Bast,  and  the  West? 
It  is  to  the  patriotism  of  our  citizens,  and  their 
firmness  in  the  different  fields  of  battle.  Sir,  I 
feel  the  highest  respect  for  every  individual  who 
has  aided  in  the  defence  of  our  country;  whether 
officer,  soldier,  or  citizen,  I  feel  grateful  for  their 
services ;  but  I  cannot  agree  to  make  what  I  be- 
lieve to  be  an  unjust  discrimination,  not  only  be- 
tween one  class  of  officers  and  others  equally 
meritorious,  but  also  between  officers  and  soldiers 
generally.  I  think  the  gentlemen  who  have  ad- 
vocated this  measure  have  began  at  the  wrong 
end  of  the  row.  If  I  was  called  on  to  make  the 
decision,  which  I  would  give  donations  of  lands 
to  first,  the  officers  or  soldiers,  I  should  not  hesi- 
tate to  give  it  first  to  the  soldier.  And  if  the  gen- 
tlemen will  begin  at  the  other  end  of  the  row, 
and  provide  for  the  soldiers  first,  I  will  go  with 
them  as  fafr  as  any  member  of  this  House,  but  not 
until  then.  Therefore,  I  hope  the  amendment 
nuide  to  the  bill,  while,  in  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  by  striking  out  the  third  section, 
will  be  agreed  to. 

When  Mr.  C.  had  concluded,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


mmm 


WzDNfiBOAT,  February  21. 

Mr.  Smxtb,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

UuMvtd^  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any^  and,  if  any,  what 
slterationa  are  necesssiy  to  be  made  in  the  laws  im- 
{KMbg  duties  on  the  tonnsge  of  foreign  vessels  enter- 
mg  £e  ports  of  the  United  States. 

AAer  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Smith,  illustra- 
tive of  his  views,  and  the  necessity  of  the  resolu- 
tion, it  was  adopted  without  opposition. 

The  following  resolution^  suomitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Basbett,  and  modified  at  the  sug^stion 
of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  so  as  to  include 
the  Qovernors  of  Territories,  was  considered  and 
agreed  to : 

Ruohidt  That  the  rules  of  this  House  be  so 
amended  as  to  admit  within  the  HsII  the  Govenor> 
for  the  time  being,  of  any  State  in  Uie  Union,  or  of 
any  of  the  Territories  thereof,  who  may  attend  at  the 
SMt  of  the  General  Government  during  die  sessiona 
ef  Congress,  and  who  may  choose  to  avail  himself  of 
sadi  pnvflege* 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Mills,  the  House  took  up 
the  resolution  submitted  hj  him  yesterday,  and 
the  same  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to,  modi- 
fied so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

Jiaohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  expenses  in- 
curred for  the  serrices  of  the  militia  called  forth  by 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war ; 
and  also  a  statement  of  the  accounts  wMch  have  been 
exhibited,  and  claims  which  haTe  bean  made  by  the 
xespectiTe  States,  for  serriees  rendered  by  the  militia 
of  said  States  when  called  forth,  with  or  without  audi 
authority,  together  with  the  sums  which  have  been 
paid,  and  the  accounts  and  claims  which  have  been 
allowed  therefor ;  and  in  case  the  claim  of  any  State 
or  States  has  been  rejected  or  allowed,  to  state  the 
grounds  of  such  rejection  or  allowance,  designating 
£u  what  services,  and  to  what  States  respectively,  such 
sums  have  been  paid  or  accounts  allowed ;  and  desig- 
nating also  such  items  of  claim  as  have  been  rejected 
in  cases  where  the  calls  were  made  by  auUiority  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  grounds  of  such  rejection. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLban,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  improving  the 
navigation  of  the  Sahnecreek,  from  its  junction 
with  the  Ohio  to  the  Saline  Lick,  in  the  Illinois 
Territory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilds,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instrueted  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and  what,  more  convenient  arrangements 
can  be  made  relative  to  the  times  and  places  of 
holding  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States 
for  the  districts  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baston,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciarv  were  instructed  to  inquire  if  any, 
and  what,  alterations  are  necessary  to  be  made 
in  the  act  entitled  ''An  act  providing  for  the 
government  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,"  ap- 
proved June  4, 1812. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cbeiqbton,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
sale  of  the  reservation  of  twelve  miles  square,  at 
the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie, 
and  the  reservation  of  two  miles  square  at  the 
lower  rapids  of  Sandusky  river,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nslson,  of  Virginia,  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  lendinj^  some  aid 
or  encouragement  to  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Cranch's  reports  of  cases  decided  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  during  the  last  four 
or  five  years. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sebqeamt,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  and 
report  whether  any  and  what  alterations  and 
amendments  are  necessary  .to  be  made  in  the  ju- 
dicial system  of  the  United  States. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "  for  the  relief  of  John  Rodman  Coxe,"  was 
read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Lieu- 
Xenant  Colonel  William  Lawrence,  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  officers,  non- 


commissioned  officers  and  privates,  composing 
the  garrison  of  Fort  Bowyer  in  the  year  1814, 
was  read  twice,  and  refer m  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  *^  to  extend  certain 
privileges,  as  therein  mentioned,  to  Bernard  Edme 
Verjon,"  wtis  read  twice,  and  referred  to  Meaars. 
Jackson,  Pitkin,  and  SMrrH,  of  Maryland. 

CANADIAN  REFUGEES. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  compensate  certain  Ca- 
nadian volunteers  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
put  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Williams  stated  succinctly  why  he  had 
voted  against  an  indiscriminate  bounty  to  our 
own  disbanded  officers,  and  why  he  should  like- 
wise oppose  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  ALEXAHnER  stated  why  he  should  give  a 
reluctant  vote  against  a  bill  whose  object  he  so 
heartily  approved ;  but  his  objections  were  insu- 
perable to  tne  shape  it  had  now  assumed. 

Mr.  Gaston  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  im- 
propriety of  opposing  a  measure  because  it  did 
not  exactly  coincide  with  all  our  views ;  after 
which  the  question  was  taken  on  passing  the 
bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  89, 
nays  54,  as  follows : 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Adgate,  Archer,  Bazbour,  Basaett, 
Bennett,  Betts,  Biidsall,  Blount,  Brookst  Brown, 
Bryan,  Bunudde,  Cady,  Calhoun,  ChappeU,  CiUey, 
Claike  of  North  Carolma,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clen- 
dennin,  Comstock,  Condict,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Desha,  Edwards, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Gold,  Goodw^nn,  Griffin, 
Grosvenor,  Hahn,  Hammond,  Hawes,  Heister,  Her- 
bert, Huger,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Jackson,  Jewett, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Lyle,  Maday,  Mayrant,  McCoy, 
McLean  of  Kentucky*  McLean  of  Ohio,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parris,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Robertson, 
Root,  Sergeant,  Savage,  Sdienck,  Sharpen  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Sturges,  Tay* 
lor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfiur, 
Townaend,  Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  Jeiaey, 
Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wilder  Wilkin,  WiUonghby, 
Thomas  Wilson,  WiUiam  Wilson,  Woodwafd,Wright, 
Yancey,  and  Yates. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Baer,  Baker,  Baylies, 
Boas,  Bradbury,  Bieckenxidge,  BurweU,  Cannon, 
Champion,  Clayton,  Cooper,  Davenport,  Goldsbotough» 
Hale,  Hall,  Henderson,  Hopkinson,  Hulbert,  King  of 
Masnchusetts,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett^Lump- 
kin,  Lyoi)«  Mason,  McKee^  Mills,  Moseley,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Noyea,  Pickens, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Reed,  Rice,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Shef- 
foy,  Stanford,  Steams,  Strong,  Tallmadge,  Tate,  Taul, 
Thomas,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New 
York,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and  Williams. 

Orderedj  That  the  title  be  *^  An  act  granting 
bounties  in  land  and  extra  pay  to  certain  Cana- 
dian volunteers,"  and  that  the  Clerk  carry  the 
said  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  ask  their  concurrence 
therein. 

COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Forbtth,  the  House  then 
proceeded  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Managers 
on  the  part  of  this  Ilousej  on  the  subject  of  the 
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dittgreeiog  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on  the  bill 
to  carry  into  effect  the  Convection  df  Commerce 
with  Great  Britain.  [This  report  embraces  the 
Whole  ground  taken  by  the  conferees  of  this 
House,  and  those  of  the  Senate.  The  form  given 
to  the  bill  by  this  House  was  substantially  agreed 
to  by  the  conferees,  except  the  declaratory  words 
in  the  enacting  clause,  which  were  insisted  on 
by  the  conferees  of  the  Senate,  admitted  by  those 
of  this  House,  and  their  acceptation  reeom- 
mended.] 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts  rose,  and  expressed 
a  wish,  that  the  chairman  of  that  committee 
would,  on  the  part  of  that  committee,  favor  the 
House  with  their  views  on  the  subject,  partico* 
larly  with  the  reasons  which  induced  them  to 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  amendments  pro- 
posed, which,  according  to  his  impressions,  tended 
to  strengthen  the  pretensions  set  up  by  the  other 
House,  to  weaken  the  force  of  the  bill,  and  to 
add  new  strength  to  the  convention ;  as  the  sus- 
pension of  the  acts  of  Congress  was  to  be  com- 
mensurate in  point  of  duration  with  that  conven- 
tion, and  to  commence  with  it ;  that  as  to  the 
declaratory  part,  of  which  the  Senate  were  so 
tenacious,  he  deemed  it  of  no  further  importance 
than  as  it  showed  the  disposition  of  the  Senate 
on  this  occasion,  and  as  giving  name  and  body  to 
the  power  contended  for.  Did  this  question  con- 
cern this  House  alone ;  were  it  merely  a  question 
of  power  or  jurisdiction  between  the  two  Houses, 
though  imi>ortant  in  that  view,  he  should  not 
consider  it  in  that  serious  point  of  light,  of  that 
high  imporunce,  which  he  now  did.  When  the 
House  is  called  upon  to  surrender  a  part  of  that 
power  and  those  prifileges  confided  them  by  the 
people,  and  guarantied  bv  the  Constitution,  what, 
said  he,  is  the  claim  of  the  Senate  in  this  case? 
He  would  forbear  to  dwell  upon  the  manner  in 
which  this  bill,  from  the  Senate,  was  forced  uj^o*^ 
the  attention  of  this  House.  It  was  reported  in 
Senate  about  a  week  after  that  which  originated 
in  this  House;  they  well  knew  that  there  was  a 
bill  on  the  same  subject  pending  in  the  House. 
The  printed  bill  from  the  House,  as  usual,  was 
upon  their  tables ;  the  debate  in  the  House  had 
commenced;  honorable  eentlemen  from  the  other 
branch  had  attended.^  Notwithstanding  all  this, 
and  that  it  was  a  subject  which  particularly  con- 
cerned their  own  powers,  they  thrust  their  bill  in 
upon  the  House,  while  a  gentleman  was  actually 
upon  the  floor  debating  the  bill  of  the  House  upon 
the  same  subject.  [The  honorable  Spbikcr  here 
intimated  to  Mr.  K.  that  he  feared  his  language 
did  not  fully  comport  with  that  decorum  which 
ought  to  be  observed  in  speaking  of  the  acts  of 
the  other  branch.]  Mr.  K.  inquired  if  he  alluded 
to  the  word  ihrwi?  The  honorable  Speaker 
aniwered  in  the  affirmative.  Mr.  K.  said,  he 
certainly  should  not  have  used  that  word  if  be 
could  have  found  another  which  suited  the  occa- 
sion better.  Such,  he  said,  was  the  impression 
made  on  him  at  the  time;  and  if  he  could  be  per- 
suaded that  no  improper  interfere  nee  was  intended 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  he  would  certainly 
uke  it  back.  But,  said  Mr.  K.,  what  is  the  claim 


of  the  Senate  upon  this  occasion  ? — to  bind  the 
United  States  in  all  cases  upon  which  the  treaty- 
making  power  may  be  exercised,  contending  that 
thereis  no  limitation  in  the  Constitution  ujton  that 
power.  In  other  words  they  claim  the  high,  the 
dangerous  power,  to  bind  this  country  in  all  cases 
whatever ;  and  this,  in  his  opinion,  they  asserted 
by  the  present  declaratory  law.  Such  dangerous 
pretensions  were  resisted  by  our  ancestors,  and, 
as  one  of  their  descendants,  he  was  disposed,  in 
a  Constitutional  manner,  to  follow  their  example; 
and  that  it  made  no  difference  to  him  whether 
such  pretensions  were  asserted  by  Blings,  Lords, 
and  Commons,  or  by  a  President  and  his  Senate. 

Mr.  FoRBTTB  recapitulated  the  reasons  which 
induced  the  committee  to  recommend  the  propo- 
sition to  the  House.  He  had  viewed  the  declar- 
atory words  as  mere  surplusage,  and  not  at  all 
changing  the  character  or  impairing  the  force  of 
the  act. 

Mr.  Calboun  moved  that  the  report  be  laid  on 
the  table.  His  impression  was.  that  the  report 
was  entirely  negative,  and  recommended  nothing 
decisive  on  the  subject.  At  any  rate,  the  House 
was  just  put  in  possession  of  the  printed  report, 
and  t»eing  of  a  aubious  character,  some  further 
time  was  necessary  to  a  doe  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

Nlr.  Yanoet  supported  the  motion.  He  thought 
the  report  did  yield  the  ground  taken  by  this 
House;  and,  in  his  opinion,  the  House  ought  to 
stick  or  go  through.  He  hoped,  therefore,  more 
time  for  reflection  would  be  allowed. 

Mr.  TuoKER  was  willing  the  report  should  lie, 
for  the  present,  on  the  table.  He  was  confident, 
however,  the  House  would  find  that  nothing  had 
been  yielded  by  the  committee;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  the  substantial  rights  of  this  House 
had  been  maintained. 

The  report  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

PROVISION  FOR  MILITARY  SERVICES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  making  further  provision  for  military  ser- 
vices during  the  late  war,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  question  recurred  on  concurring  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  striking  out  the  fol- 
lowing section  of  the  bill : 

8sc.  3.  And  be  ii  Juriher  enaeUd,  Thmt  donations 
of  land  be  granted  to  mil  the  officers  of  the  regnlar 
army  who  have  been  disbanded  as  snpemmaerariesy 
either  in  consolidating  regiments  or  corps  during  the 
late  war,  or  in  redncing  tiie  army  conformably  to  the 
act  of  March  the  third,  one  thooaand  eight  hnndxed 
and  fifteen,  as  follows,  to  wit:  to  each  Major  General 
one  thoQsand  two  hondred  and  eighty  acres ;  to  each 
Brigadier  General,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres ;  to  each  Colonel  and  Lientenant  Colo- 
nel, nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres;  to  each  Major, 
eight  hundred  acres ;  to  each  Captain,  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres ;  to  eadi  subaltern,  four  hundred  and  eighty 
acres ;  and  to  officers  of  the  medical  and  other  sta$ 
who  have  no  rank,  in  proportion  to  their  pay  according 
to  the  scale  aforesaid. 

And  the  raid  question  being  taken,  it  passed  in 
the  affirmative — Yeas  77,  nays  59,  as  follows : 
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Yjut — ^MeMn.  Adgtie,  Arehar,  AUmtIod,  Baer,  | 
Baf^liMy  Bettf»  BoM|  Bradbuiy,  Breckenridg^t  Biown, 
BorwAll,  Cady,  Cannon,  Chmmpian,  CiUej,  Ckyion, 
Comstockt  Cooper,  Czuwford,  Colpopor,  I>aT«Mort, 
Edwards,  Gaston,  Gold,  Goldsborongn,  Hahn,  Hale, 
HaU,  Hammond,  Heiater,  Henderson,  Herbert,  Jewett, 
Kent,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Langden,  Law,  Lewis, 
LoTett,  Lnmpkin,  Lyon,  Mason,  McKee^  McLean  of 
Kentadnr,  MiUs,  Milnor,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Noyes,  nckering,  Pitkin,  Powell,  Reed,  Rice,  Roane^ 
Ruggles,  Savage,  Bheffey,  Bmith  of  Pennsyhajiia, 
SiniiSi  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Stanford,  Steams,  Strong, 
Stnrges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tate,  Taylor  of  New 
Tork,  Thomas,  Townsend,  Yose,  Ward  of  Maasaehn- 
sells,  Ward  of  New  York,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wil^ 
ooau  and  Williams. 

NATS-^Mesara.  Alexander,  Baker,  Barbovr,  Bassett, 
Bwinett,  Btrdsall,  Brooks,  finmaide,  CattuMin,  Ohra- 
pell,  Clazkof  Kentucky,  CiandeBiiiB,  Condkt,  Crnigh- 
Ion,  Cathbert,  Darlington,  Fonyth,  Goodwyn,  Griffin, 
GrosYonor,  Hawes,  Huger,  Hulbort,  Hnngwrlbrd,  Ing> 
ham,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kenlnoky,  Kerr  of  Vir- 
ginia, King  of  North  Carolina,  Maclayv  Mayraat,  Me- 
Coy,  McLean,  of  Ohio,  Moore,  Nelmn  of  Virginia, 
Ormsby,  Parris,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rob^tson* 
Root,  Schenck,  Shaxpe,  Smith  of  Muyland,  Taylor  of 
Soudi  Carolina,  Telfair,  Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Wendorer,  Whiteside,  Wilde,  Wilkin, 
Willoughby,  Thomas  Wilson,  William  Wilson, 
Woodward,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  concurred  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  the  third  section, 
and  successively  adopted  the  remainder  of  the 
aroendmeots  reported  by  the  Committee. 

Various  motions  were  subsequently  made  to 
amend  the  bill,  the  most  important  of  which  was, 
by  Mr.  Wxlds,  to  add  a  section,  authorizing  a 
bounty  in  land,  according  to  rank,  to  such  dis- 
banded ofilkers  as  had  served  one  year,  and  who 
had  been  wounded,  bre vetted,  or  distinguished  by 
any  Approving  vote  of  Congress,  &e. 

The  words  *^  one  year,"  were  afterwards  struck 
out,  and  motions  successively  made  to  €U1  the 
blaak  with  ten,  fire,  four,  three,  and  two  years, 
and  <Mp;hteen  and  six  months,  but  all  in  vaiD. 
Mr«  wTthen  withdrew  his  amendmeoi,  with  the 
view,  as  he  said,  of  bringing  the  aubiect  before 
the  House  in  a  form  unconnected  with  the  pres- 
ent bill. 

The  House  had  not  got  through  the  bill,  when, 
about  four  o'clock,  a  motion  was  made  and  car- 
ried to  adjourn. 


Thursoay,  February^. 

Mr.  IifGBAM,  fW>m  the  Committee  on  the  Poet 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  in  addition 
to  an  act  to  regulate  the  Post  Office  Establish- 
ment ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  a  bill  for  the  more  convenient  ar- 
rangement of  the  times  and  places  of  holding  the 
circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  districu 
of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 


Mr.  RoBfiaTsoit  from  the  Cooimittee  on  the 
Public  Laade,  made  a  report  oa  the  petition  of 
Amos  Spafibrd ;  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  R. 
reported  a  bill  granting  to  Amos  Spsfford  tht 
right  of  pre-emption ;  which  was  read  twice,  mmd 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HuLBBBT,  from  the  eommittee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  Ann  Gerry,  by  leave  of  the 
House,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  paymeat  to  the 
widow  ol  El  bridge  Gkny.  deceased,  late  Vide 
President  of  the  united  State&  of  half  of  such 
salary  as  would  have  been  payable  to  htm  during 
the  residue  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected, 
had  he  so  long  lived ;  which  was  rted  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  EiiTG,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  petition  of  Jabez  Maury,  and 
others,  made  a  report  thereon  ;  which  was  read  ; 
when  Mr.  K.  reported  a  joint  resolution  to  indem* 
nifv  Jabez  Maury,  John  W.  C.  Baxter,  Samuel 
Wneeler,  Jonathan  Bartlett,  Josiah  Dana,  and 
Aaron  Hayden,  and  their  sureties,  against  certain 
prosectttions  under  the  authority  of  the  British 
court  of  vice-admiralty ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moorb,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  providing  by  law  to  coinpel  witnesses 
to  attend,  from  one  State  to  another  State,  to  pros- 
ecute or  give  evidence  in  cases  of  felony  or  other 
high  crimes. 

Mr.  EUaTOH  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

lUmhedt  That  it  is  expedient  to  giant  donations  of 
land  to  the  diriiaaded  eraoeis  of  the  late  army  of  the 
United  States  who  have  been  wounded  in  battle^  and 
to  the  oflkers,  aon-eoDuaiaioned  effiosn,  mnaicians, 
and  privates  of  the  mtlitia,  iaeludiag  vndnnleen  and 
rangen»  who  have  been  wonaded  in  battle  during  the 
late  war,  as  follows,  to  wit:  to  each  officer  above 
the  rank  of  colonel,  —  aoies ;  to  esoh  offioer  above 
the  rank  of  captain  and  below  the  rank  of  brigadier 
general,  —  acres ;  to  the  other  commissioned  offi- 


cers,"——acres  each;  and  to  every  non-commissioned 
officer,  mosidan,  and  private  160  acres ;  and  to  the 
officers  of  the  medical  staff  who  have  no  rank,  in  pro- 
portion to  l^eir  pay,  according  to  the  above  aosle,  and 
that  the  Committee  on  Military  Affidrs  are  hereby  di- 
rected to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

On  the  question  to  consider  this  resolution,  ii 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  HorcUfcoM  after  suf^gesting  that  be  re- 
garded as  oae  of  the  most  inauspicious  cireum- 
stanees  that  appeared  in  the  general  aspect  of 
puUie  affairs,  the  voting  of  immense  sums  of 
money  when  a  great  portion  of  the  members,  fre- 
quently not  fewer  than  sixty,  were  absent—- sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution,  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table: 

Ruohed,  Thai  the  foUowmg  rule  be  added  to  the 
standing  roles  of  the  House,  to  wit ;  **  If  any  member 
shall  be  absent  at  the  taking  of  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
any  questioa,  he  shall  be  considered  as  absent  from 
the  jerviee  of  the  House  fothat  day,  unless  he  have 
leave  or  be  siekt  and  thonine  unable  to  attend." 
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UN8ETTLBD  BALANCES. 
Mr.  HuoBR  said  he  had  been  so  looi^  out  of 
Congress,  and  so  latelv  become  a  member  again, 
as  yet  not  to  hare  obtained  that  Parliamentary 
tact  or  feeliiigy  which  wonld  enable  him  to  jndge 
whether  the  ▼oie  given  a  day  or  two  ago,  against 
taking  up  the  leaolatioa  be  had  offieied,  on  the 
sQbjeei  of  uatettled  bakaoee,  had  originated  in.  a 
wish  to  vield  a  ptecedaaee  to  other  ousineai,  or 
to  give  the  |^y  aUogether  to  bia  reeolntion.  He 
iatleipd  himseif,  however,  he  would  aot  allow 
hiiBeelf  to  doubt,  but  that  fats  motion  to  take  up 
the  resolution  bad  been  rcijeoted  for  the  last  rea* 
son.  Every  gentleman  who  had  turned  his  at- 
tention to  fnese  unsettled  balances,  and  had  only 
glanced  bis  eye  orer  the  voinminous  volomes  in 
which  they  were  contained,  and  which,  year  after 

J  ear.  and  session  after  session,  uselessly  encnm- 
ered  their  tables,  must  feel  a  conviction,  not 
only  that  there  was  great  room,  but  in  truth  an 
urgent  and  imperious  necessity,  for  inquiry  and 
investigation  in  regard  to  them.  This  point  ad- 
mitted, it  must  also  be  admitted,  that  the  present 
time  was  peculiarly  favorable  to  such  investiga- 
tion. He  had  never  witaeesed,  perhaps  there 
never  was  a  session  since  the  existence  of  the 
Federal  Government  in  which  such  general  and 
reciprocal  harmony,  and  such  almost  universal 

food  humor  prevailed  in  both  branches  of  the 
legislature,  rarty  spirit,  and  party  animosities, 
seemed  to  have  disappeared— to  have  been  ban- 
ished from  within  these  walls.  What  moment 
could  be  more  auspicious,  or  better  calculated  for 
the  consideration  of  sulgects  of  this  kind  ?  He 
did  not  know  how  members  could  better  dispose 
of  their  time,  or  in  what  they  could  more  essen- 
tially serve  their  constituents  and  the  public 
than  by  this  investigation,  and  others  of  a  simi- 
lar nature. 

The  act  requiring  the  annual  publication  of 
balances  unsettled  in  the  different  departmenu, 
for  three  years  previous,  together  with  the  names 
•f  those  charged  with  such  unsettled  baUncea, 
bad  been  passed  by  a  Congress  of  which  he  was 
not  a  member.  He  could  not,  therefore,  pretend 
to  say  what  had  been  the  particukr  objects  in 
view  when  this  measure  waa  adopted.  No  doi^t, 
hoteevec,  that  it  was  supposed  likely  to  eantribute 
in  some  way  towards  the  setiiemeatof  outstand- 
ing aeeouats  of  the  di£feccnt  departments*  Per- 
haps it  was  thought  that  persone  who  might  be, 
or  had  been,  in  the  public  service,  and  in  the 
habit  of  handling  public  money,  would  feel  some 
little  delicacy,  and  be  possibly  deterred  from  al- 
lowing their  accounts  to  remain  so  long  unset- 
tled, by  the  certainty  of  having  their  names  thus 
brought  before  Congress,  and  thereby  held  up  to 
the  world.  If  such  was  the  expectation,  he  was 
sorry  to  say  it  had,  in  a  great  measure,  if  not 
altogether,  failed ;  for  the  most  respectable  names 
were  to  be  found  in  the  same  columns  with  those 
who  were  probably  real  defaulters,  and  who 
therebv  escaped,  in  a  great  degree,  the  opprobrium 
so  ricnly  their  due.  This  was  one  among  the 
many  motives  which  induced  him  to  wisn  an 
investigation  of  the  subject.    Another,  was  the 


amount  of  these  balances.  It  was  not  a  ques- 
tion in  regard  to  hundreds  or  thousands,  or  tens 
of  thousands.  He  could  pat  his  finger  on  unset- 
tled, balances  of  hundreds  of  thousands — in  some 
instances  of  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars. 

He  begged  leave,  therefore,  again  to  call  up 
his  resolution.  And  here  he  would  resume  his 
seat,  but  some  gentleman  near  him  suf^ested  a 
call  of  the  yeas  and  nays.  For  himseuThe  bad 
no  wish  or  intention  to  demand  them.  On  the 
contrary,  he  did  not  want  the  yeas  and  nays 
called.  His  object  was  not  to  excite  party  feel* 
ing,  nor  to  animadvert  upon  any  Administra- 
tion, nor  upon  any  description  of  men.  His  real 
and  Inma  fidt  object  was  to  hsve  the  boainess 
fairly  and  fully  investigated!  to  leem  how  it 
happened  that  such  enormous  balances  reomined 
so  long  unliquidated  and  unsettled,  and  to  see 
whether  measures  could  not  be  devised  to  remedy, 
or  at  least  check  the  growth  of  what  appeared 
to  him,  and  he  believed  to  every  gentleman  who 
heard  him,  a  serious  evil.  The  time,  as  before 
observed,  was  peculiarly  favorable  to  such  an  in- 
vestigation ;  so  much  so,  that  if  th^  House  thought 
with  him,  he  would  be  disposed  to  have  select 
committees  appointed  to  examine  intotheexpen- 
diture,  aecounu,  and  mode  of  settlement  in  each 
and  every  department.  He  verily  believed  that 
Congress  could  not  adopt  a  measure  which  would 
be  more  grateful  to  their  constituents,  and  to  the 
Chief  Executive  Magistrate  himself,  nor  one 
more  likely  to  have  a  beneficial  operation,  as 
well  in  correcting  any  possible  abuses  heretofore, 
as  in  promoting  a  correct  administration  of  the 
public  revenue  in  time  to  come. 

Mr.  H.  observed,  it  had  become  the  fashion  of 
the  day  to  quote  Latin.  He  would  ask  leave  to 
contribnte  his  mite  to  the  common  stock,  and 
offer  a  Latin  sentence  to  their  consideration.  He 
said  it  tras  an  old  and  trite  maxim,  familiar  to 
everybody,  and  which  he  recollected  to  have 
heard  often  quoted,  when  a  boy.  by  an  old-fash- 
ioned master  of  arithmetic,  unoer  whom  he  had 
studied.  It  nevertheless  appeared  to  him  by  no 
means  unworthy  of  the  attention  of  even  that 
honorable  body,  nor  altogether  inapplicable  to 
the  matter  under  discussion.  It  was  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect : 

<*  NuUui  tantui  qusBStust  q'uam  quod  habis  parcere'* 

[At  the  last  word  Mr.  H.  hesitated  somewhat, 
not  being  able  to  recall  it  immediately  to  mind; 
which  excited  coosiderable  laughter.  On  recol- 
lection, however,  he  proceeded.] 

ParcerCf  to  economise,  is  the  word,  and  a  very 
significant  and  important  word  it  was.  At  the 
moment,  it  had  escaped  his  recollection ;  but  this 
was  not  surprising,  for  it  was  a  word  not  unfre- 
quently  forgotten  by  other  honorable  members  in 
the  House.  No  wonder,  therefore,  that  the  air 
of  that  hall,  and  an  esprit  de  corps,  had  unex- 
pectedly, and  somewhat  notowardly  to  be  sure, 
affected  his  memory.  He  joined,  however,  with 
pleasure  in  the  laugh,  though  at  his  own  imme- 
diate expense.  He  did  so  the  more  willingly  and 
readily,  as  he  augured  favorably  to  the  success  of 
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his  resolution  from  the  good  humor  the  House 
was  in. 

But  as  he  appeared  to  have  failed  in  making 
his  Latin  quotation,  he  would,  before  he  sat 
down,  endeavor  to  present  it  in  an  English  dress; 
his  translation  would  be  a  free  one,  but  he  trusted 
he  should  be  able  to  make  himself  perfectly  in- 
telligible to  honorable  ^ntlemen. 

In  vain  do  you  continue  a  high  duty  on  salt — 
increase  that  upon  whiskey.  In  vain  is  your  tax 
upon  sugar — and  your  stamp-tax.  In  vain  you 
lay  a  direct  tax  or  three  millions  on  the  lands 
throughout  the  Union;  equally  in  vain  do  you 
double  your  duties  on  foreign  importations,  and 
propose  a  new  and  exorbitant  tariff.  Ail — all 
18  in  vain,  perfectly  in  vain;  unless,  after  the  re* 
sources  or  the  nation  are  thus  drawn  into  your 
coffers,  you  take  special  care  that  the  treasure  is 
not  wasted,  and  provide  proper  and  sufficient 
checks  against  the  undue  expenditure  and  dis- 
bursement of  it. 

Mr.  Tucker  made  some  observations,  not  dis- 
tinctly heard,  but  which  ended  with  a  resolution 
to  appoint  a  stending  committee  to  superintend 
the  expenditures  of  every  particular  department 
of  Government. 

Mr.  PicKEBiNG moved  that  the  resolution  should 
be  laid  on  the  table.    It  was  accordingly  ordered. 

DEATH  OF  MR.  BRIGHAM. 

Mr.  Pickering  then  announced  the  death  of 
his  colleague  Mr.  Brioham,  and  moved  that  a 
committee  should  be  appointed  to.  superintend  his 
funeral.  A  committee  of  seven  was  accordingly 
appointed  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Pickering  then  moved  that  the  House 
should,  as  a  testimony  of  their  respect  for  the  de- 
ceased, wear  a  black  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  a 
month,  which  was  ordefed.  He  then  moved  that 
the  members  of  the  House  should  attend  the  fune- 
ral at  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow ;  and  that  a  mes- 
sage should  be  sent  to  the  Senate  with  informa- 
tion to  that  effect ;  which  was  all  ordered. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  Saturday. 


Saturoay,  February  24. 

Mr.  Yancet  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Ephraim  Shayler,  whioh  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  gradual  increase  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tucker,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  so  amending  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  to  allow  an  appeal  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  several  Territorial  courts. 

WILLIAM  P.  LAWRENCE. 

Mr.  Yancet,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  William  P. 
Lawrence,  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution 
therein  contained  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 


The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioner  was  a  surgeon  in  the  detach* 
ment  of  militia  from  Tennessee,  oiUed  to  the  defence 
of  New  Orleans,  in  December,  1814 ;  that,  upon  the 
retom  of  the  militia  to  Tenneiece,  in  the  month  of 
Marehy  1616,  the  petitioner  was  ordersd  to  be  stationed 
at  Bogue  Chitto,  in  the  State  of  Lonisiana,  with  a 
number  of  men  taken  sick,  on  their  retnm.  The  pe- 
titioner states  that  the  disease  of  the  soldieiy  became 
contagious,  and,  from  the  scaicity  of  servants  to  attend 
the  sick,  his  own  servant  and  dave  was  obliged  to  be 
employed  as  such ;  and  that,  while  thus  engaged  in 
waiting  on  the  sick,  he  took  the  disease  and  died.  He 
asks  of  Congress  to  be  paid  his  value. 

The  committee  are  ii  opinion  he  is  not  entitled  to 
relief.  If  an  officer  of  the  Government  thinks  proper 
to  take  into  his  own  service  his  slave  in  the  capacity 
of  servant,  and  receives  the  pay  allowed  fixr  servsnts, 
instead  of  employing  a  freeman  for  that  jpnipoee,  the 
United  States  should  not  be  considered  liable  ibr  his 
value  in  case  of  death  or  other  loss  to  the  oivner. 

It  was  the  obvious  and  correct  policy  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  and  it  is  evidently  its  intention,  not  to  make 
the  Clovernment  liable  for  Uie  value  of  the  servant,  but 
to  provide  a  sufficient  compensation  for  his  services. 

The  committee  recommend  the  following  resolution : 

RetoMl^  That  the  prayer  of  tiie  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  allowed. 

ELIZABETH  HAMILTON. 

Mr.  CoMSTOCK,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  a  report 
on  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton,  which 
was  read ;  when  Mr.  C.  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  it  is  stated  by  the  petitioner  that  her  late  hus- 
band, Alexander  Hamilton,  was,  as  she  jm  advised, 
justly  entitled  to  &9t  jean*  foil  pay  (as  commutation 
of  half-pay  during  lifo)  of  a  lieutenant  colonel,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  in  the  regular  Army  of  the 
United  States  during  the  Revolntionaiy  war. 

That  her  husband  never  received  the  said  pay  to 
which  he  was  so  entitled;  that  if  he  ever  relinquished 
his  claim  to  sud  pay,  of  which  an  apprehensioitt  is  ex- 
pressed by  the  petitioner,  it  was  from  the  deUeate 
motiva  of  divesting  himself  of  all  interest  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  making  provision  for  the  disbanded  officeia  of 
the  Ravolutionaiy  army  who  served  during  the  war,  in 
which  important  business  he  was  called  on  to  act*  asa 
member  of  Congress,  in  the  year  178S ;  and  that  the 
piesent  situation  of  the  fomily  of  her  lamented  husband 
renders  it  desiraUe  that  they  should  receive  Uiat  remu- 
neration to  which  he  was  justly  entitled  fiwn'  his  conn- 
try.  This  remuneration,  therefore,  the  petitioner  re- 
spectfully solicits. 

The  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  public  record 
or  document  showing  the  time  at  which  Colonel  Ham- 
ilton resigned  his  commission  in  the  Army.  From  the 
uniform  tenor  of  various  letters  of  distinguished  officers 
of  the  Revolntionaiy  army,  addressed  to  the  Honorable 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  as  cnairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  in  the  year  1810,  as  well  as  from  a  brevet  emn- 
mission  dated  the  28th  of  October,  178S,  by  which 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Alexander  Hamilton  was  promo- 
ted to  the  rank  of  Colonel  by  brevet  in  the  Amy  of  the 
United  States,  the  committee  entertain  the  opinion 
that  Colonel  Hamiltott  served  during  the  war,  and  that 
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he  neTer  receirod  eitbez  half-pay  dudsg  UfSyOr  fiitt  fay 
ior  &ve  years  in  Iieuiheraof  a«  commutation^  to  wmch 
he  wag  entitled  by  law. 

Of  any  relinquishment  of  Colonel  Hamilton  to  the 
claim  now  asked  to  be  satisfied,  the  committee  possess 
Bo  knowledge,  except  that  derired  from  the  appr^en- 
sion  expressed  m  the  petition  to  which  &ey  have  al- 
rea^  adverted,  and  from  a  written  document  signed 
A.  H.,  importing  to  be  a  statement  of  the  temporal 
concerns  of  Colonel  Hamflton  in  which  aHuskm  is  made 
to  a  note  bj  him  signed,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  relinquishing  the  claim  in  question.  The  oom- 
nittee  would  fiiither  nmaik  tiiat,  should  a  probability 
exist  that  Ookmel  Hamilton  may  have  reUnquished  his 
said  olaimf  and  notwiUistaading  it  is  baneed  by  the 
etatate  of  Umitatiout  neverthefesib  as  the  serviees  have 
been  rendered  to  the  country,  by  which  its  happiness 
and  prosperity  have  been  promoted,  they  «re  of  opin- 
ion that,  to  reject  the  claim  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances by  which  it  is  characterized,  would  not  com- 
port with  that  honorable  sense  of  justice  and  magnan- 
imous policy  which  ought  ever  to  distinguish  the  le- 
gislative proceedings  of  a  virtuous  and  enlightened 
nation. 

They  have  therefore  prepared  a  bill  granting  the  re- 
lief solicited  in  the  premises. 

COMM £R0£  WITH  GRBAT  BRITAIN. 

Tbe  House  again  took  up  the  report  of  the  con- 
ferees on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  amendment  proposed  by  this  House  to  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  "  concerning  the  coQveniion 
to  regulate  the  commerce  between  the  territories 
of  the  United  States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty," 
and  the  modifications  proposed  by  tbe  said  con- 
ferees being  stated  in  tbe  words  following  to  wit: 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  firom  their 
amendment  to  strike  out  the  words  <*  and  declared," 
contained  in  the  enacting  clause,  and  their  other 
amendments  to  the  bill  ^m  the  Senate,  and  agree  to 
the  following  amendments : 

Line  S,  of  the  engrossed  bill,  after  word  ^'aet," 
strike  out  the  words  "  or  acts  as  is,"  and  insert  these 
vNMds  **as  imposes  a  lugher  duty  of  tonnage  or  of 
impost  on  vessels,  and  artides  imported  in  vessels  of 
the  United  SCatos." 

lane  4,  stoihe  out  the  word  '*  shall,"  and,  after  &e 
wesd  "  be,"  insert  the  wofda  ^  from  and  after  the  date 
oi  the  ratifioation  of  the  said  oewentten,  and  dniing 
the  continuance  thraecf." 

The  qoeatidn  was  taken,  Will  tbe  Hdtee  re- 
cede from  tbeir  amend  ments,  and  agree  to  tbe 
modificaiioo  reeommended  by  the  conferees  ?  it 
passed  in  tbe  affirmative-— yeas  100,  naya  35,  as 
tbUows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Ardier,  Atherton,  Baker, 
Barbour,  Baasett,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Birdsall, 
Blrdseye,  Blount,  Boss,  Bradbuiy,  Bredtenridge, 
Blown,  Burnside»  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conner,  Creighton,  CoUibert,  Dar- 
lington, Davenport,  Forsyth*  Glasgow,  GoMsborough, 
Qeodwyn,  Griffin,  Hahn.Hawes,  Henderson,  Herberty 
Hopkinson,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Jaekson, 
iewett,  Johnson  of  Kaptucky,  Kenti  Keir  of  Virginia, 
Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin, 
Lyle,  Maclay,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean  of 
S!entud:y,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mlddleton,  Milnor,  Mose- 
ley,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Panris»  Pi^ns»  Pit^ 
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kin,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Roane,  8er« 
geant,8chenck.  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Stanford,  Steams, 
Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Taylor  of 
New  York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Tel&ir,  Town* 
send.  Tucker,  Vose,  Wallace,  Ward  of  Massachusetts^ 
Wendover,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  l^illiams,  WO- 
loughby,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baer,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Chappell, 
Clarkof  Keatadty ,  Ce^wr,  Ctawted,  Desha,  Edwards, 
Forney,  Gaston,  Hammond,  Hanson,  Heistei^  Huger, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Lyon,  Mills,  Moore,  Nelson 
of  Massachusetts,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Randolph, 
Robertson,  Root,  Sheffey,  Thomas,  Ward  ofNew  York, 
Whiteside,  Wilkm,  WiUiam  Wilson,  Woodward, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

MILITARY  SERVICEa 

The  House  again  resumed  the  eonsideration  of 
the  bill  tnakiog  further  provision  for  military  ser- 
vices duf  iDg  the  late  war  and  for  other  ]>arpoBe8, 
which  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  sitttog. 

Several  amendments  were  successively  offered 
to  the  bill,  most  of  them  verbal,  and  invoWiegno 
principle — some  of  which  were  agreed  to,  and 
others  rejected.  Among  the  former  was  an 
amendment  adopted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon. 
to  include  tbe  cases' of  those  persons  who  shall 
have  died  aAer  their  return  home,  of  wounds,  &c. 
received  in  service.  Amone  the  rejected  amend- 
ments was  one  offered  by  Mr.  Bibdseye.  to|;rant 
the  allowance  provided  in  the  bill,  to  ^be  father 
or  mother,  where  there  be  no* widow  or  child  left 
by  the  decedenr. 

After  several  unsucceasful  motions  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table  and  have  it  printed  as  amended,, 
and  to  adjourn— 

The  bill  was  finally  ordered,  with  the  amenc^ 
jAeots,  10  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 


Monday,  Febniary  26. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  pf^tition 
of  John  M.  Forbes,  late  Consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Hamburg,  praying  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  inay  be  authorized  to  admit  and  pay  such 
part  of  his  claim  for  bss  of  exchange,  interest, 
and  other  incidental  charges,  as  majr  be  founu 
eqaitably  due  to  him,  on  account  of  bis  expendi- 
tures for  the  relief  and  protection  of  destitute  and 
distressed  American  seamen  in  £urojpean  ports.— 
Referred  to  |ieasrs.  Smith,  laviNOj  ot  New  York, 
aad  Pitkin. 

Mr.  BARBOua  presented  a  petitioo  of  Thoiaaa 
Mallory,  pray  lag  compensation  for  the  time  he 
was  aick,  while  on  a  tour  of  militia  datv,  and  for 
remuneration  of  his  expenses  while  sick  aad  re* 
twroing  to  bis  place  of  residence.— Referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  TucKEE  presented  ajietition  of  the  Mayor, 
Alderman,  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  praying  that  the  said  city  may  be 
established  as  a  port  of  entry. — Referred  to  (he 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
passed  on  the  30th  of  March,  1802,  to  regulate 
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trade  and  intercoarse  with  the  Indian  tribe5,  and 
to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  making 
farther  provision  for  military  services  darinff  the 
late  war,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

BOUNTY  FOR  MILITARY  SERVICES. 

Mr.  Yaxcet  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Abigail  O'Flyng, 
which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Patrick  O'Fiyng,  Abigail  OTlyng, 
and  Sdmund  O'Flfng;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to-morrow. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  Abigail  O'Flyng  is  the  wife  of  Patrick  OTlyng, 
of  the  town  of  Batavia,  in  the  State  of  New  Yoik. 
During  the  late  war  Patrick  O'Flyng,  and  three  of  his 
•ODSt  Patrick,  Temple  £.,  and  Edmund  O'Flyng,  en- 
listed as  soldiers  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 
The  ftther  continued  in  the  service  until  the  28th  of 
June,  1816,  and  was  then  honorably  discharged;  Ed- 
mund OTlyng,  the  youngest  son,  on  account  of  dis- 
tinguished good  conduct  and  bravery,  was  discharged 
£rom  the  service,  and  obtained  a  cadet's  appointment 
in  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point ;  Patrick 
O'Flyng,  on  account  of  his  brave  and  meritorious  con- 
duct, was  promoted  to  the  appointment  of  a  lieuten- 
ancy, and  Temple  E.  O'Flvng  to  that  of  ensign.  Pat- 
rick led  the  forlorn  of  the  first  brigade,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Miller,  in  the  sortie  at  Fort  Erie ;  and 
of  the  twenty-four  men  whom  he  commanded,  twenty 
were  killed  or  wounded.  Since  the  termination  of  the 
war  he  has  died,  without  wife  or  child.  Temple  E. 
OTlyng,  on  that  memorable  occasion,  equally  distin- 

Siished  himself;  he  received  a  wound,  of  which  he 
ed  the  next  day,  leaving  no  wife  or  child. 

The  petitioner  states  that  her  husband,  being  old 
and  infirm,  u  unable  to  attend  to  his  business,  and  that 
she  has  made  application  to  the  War  Department  for 
the  bounty  land  of  her  husband  and  eons,  and  has  re- 
ceived for  answer  that  her  husband,  Patrick  O'Flyng, 
being  above  forty-five,  and  her  youngest  son,  Edmund, 
being  under  eighteen,  at  the  time  of  their  enlistment, 
the  act  of  Congress  does  not  authorize  the  department 
to  issue  warrants  for  the  land;  and  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  promotion  of  her  other  two  sons,  Patrick 
and  Temple,  to  appointments  in  the  Army,  they  are 
not  entitled  to  their  bounty  lands. 

The  committee  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  construc- 
tion of  the  act  of  Congress,  given  to  it  by  the  depart- 
ment, is  correct ;  but  they,  at  the  same  sime,  entertain 
no  doubt  of  the  equitable  and  just  claim  of  the  peti- 
tioner and  her  husband.  Notwithstanding  the  father 
was  above  forty-five,  and  the  youngest  son  under  eight- 
een, they  performed  services,  as  soldiers,  important 
and  valuable  to  their  country,  and  highly  honorable  lo 
themselves  and  their  family. 

The  committee  are  also  of  opinion  that  the  claim  of 
the  petitioner  and  her  husband,  for  the  bounty  land  of 
Lieutenant  and  Ensign  O'Flyng,  is  equally  meritori- 
ous and  just  It  cannot  possibly  be  the  policy  of  the 
Government  to  withhold  the  bounty  laud  of  a  soldier 
because  he  has  distinguished  himself  by  his  bravery 
and  good  conduct  so  as  to  merit  and  receive  an  appoint- 
jnent  in  the  Army. 


The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  persons  in- 
terested are  entitled  to  relief,  and  theiefoie  report  by 

Dill. 

Mr.  Yancgt  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones,  a  Lieutenant  in 
the  Navjr ;  wnich  was  read ;  when  Mr.  Y.  re- 

Krted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Ap  Catesby 
nes ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 
The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Yirginia,  in 
the  Chair,  on  that  subject,  the  bill  having  been 
read,  establishing  a  National  Bank,  with  a  capi- 
tal of  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars — 

Mr.  Calhodn  rose  to  explain  his  views  of  a 
subject  so  interesting  to  the  Republic,  and  so 
necessary  to  be  correctly  understood,  as  that  of 
the  bill  now  before  the  Committee.  He  proposed 
at  this  lime  only  to  discuss  eeneral  principles, 
withoQt  reference  to  details.  He  was  aware,  he 
said,  that  principle  and  detail  might  be  united, 
but  he  should  at  present  keep  them  distinct.  He 
did  not  propose  to  comprehend  in  this  discussion 
the  power  of  Congress  to  grant  bank  charters, 
nor  the  question  whether  the  general  tendeney  of 
banks  was  favorable  or  unfavorable  to  the  liberty 
and  prosperity  of  the  country ;  nor  the  question 
whether  a  National  Bank  would  be  favorable  to 
the  operations  of  the  Government.  To  discuss 
these  questions,  he  conceived,  would  be  an  use- 
less consumption  of  time.  The  Constitutional 
question  had  been  already  so  freely  and  frequent- 
ly discussed,  that  all  had  made  up  their  mind  on 
it.  The  question  whether  banks  were  favorable 
to  public  liberty  and  prosperity,  was  one  purely 
speculative.  The  fact  of  the  existence  of  banks, 
and  their  incorporation  with  the  commercial  con- 
cerns and  industry  of  the  nation,  proved  that  in- 
quiry to  come  too  late.  The  onlf  question  waa, 
on  this  hand,  under  what  modifications  were 
banks  most  useful,  and  whether  the  United  Sutea 
ought  or  ought  not  to  exercise  the  power  to  eatab* 
iisfy  a  bank.  As  to  the  question  whether  a  Na- 
tional Bank  would  be  favorable  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  finances  of  the  Government,  it  was 
one  on  which  there  was  so  little  doubt,  that  gen- 
tlemeo-would  excuse  him  if  he  did  not  enter  into 
it.  Leaving  ail  these  questions  then,  Mr.  C.  said, 
he  proposed  to  examine  the  cause  and  state  of 
the  disorders  of  the  national  currency^  and  the 
question  whether  it  was  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress, by  establishing  a  National  Bank,  to  remove 
those  disorders.  This,  he  observed,  was  a  ques- 
tion of  novelty  and  vital  importance— a  question 
which  greatly  affected  the  character  and  proaper- 
ity  of  the  country. 

As  to  the  state  of  the  curreacy  of  the  nation, 
Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  remark  that  it  was  extremeiy 
depreciated,  and  in  degrees  varying  according  to 
the  different  sections  of  the  country,  all  would 
assent.  That  this  state  of  the  currency  was  a 
stain  on  public  and  private  credit,  and  injurioas 
to  tbe  morals  of  the  community,  was  so  clear  a 
position  as  to  require  no  proof.    There   were, 
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howeveri  other  consideratioot  arising  from  the 
state  of  the  currency  not  so  distinctly  feit,  nor  so 
generally  assented  to.    The  state  of  our  circula- 
ting medium  was,  he  said,  opposed  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Federal  Constitution.    The  power 
wasgiren  to  Congress  by  that  instrument  in  ex- 
press terms  to  regulate  the  eorreney  oi  the  Uni- 
ted States.    In  point  of  fact,  he  said,  that  power, 
though  given  to  Congress,  is  not  in  their  hands. 
The  power  is  ezerciaed  by  banking  institutions, 
no  longer  responsible  for  the  correctness  with 
which  thev  manage  it.    Qoid  and  silver  have 
disappeared  entirely  ;  there  is  no  money  but  pa- 
per money,  and  that  money  is  beyond  the  control 
of  Congress.    No  one,  be  said,  who  referred  to 
the  Constitution,  could  doubt  that  the  money  of 
the  United  States  was  intended  to  be  placed  en- 
tirely under  the  control  of  Congress.    The  only 
object  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  could  have 
in  view  in  givioff  to  Congress  the  power  **to 
coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof  and  of 
foreign  coin,''  must  have  been  to  give  a  steadi- 
ness and  fixed  value  to  the  currency  of  the  United 
States.    The  state  of  things  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  afforded  Mr.  C.  an 
argument  in  support  of  his  construction.    There 
then  existed,  he  said,  a  depreciated  paper  curren- 
cy, which  could  only  be  regulated  and  made  uni- 
form bv  giving  a  power  for  that  purpose  to  the 
General  Government.    The  States  could  not  do 
it.     He  argued,  therefore,  taking  into  view  the 
prohibition  against  the  States  issuing  bills  of 
credit,  that  there  was  a  strong  presumption  this 
power  was  intended  to  be  exclusively  given  to 
Congress.    Mr.  C.  acknowledged  there  was  no 
provision  in  the  Constitution  by  which  States 
were  prohibited  from  creating  the  banks  which 
now  exercised  this  power;  but,  he  said,  banks 
were  then  but  little  known ;  there  was  but  one, 
the  Bank  of  North  America,  with  a  capital  ot 
only  four  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and  tneoni- 
Tersal  opinion  was,  that  bank  notes  represented 
gold  and  silver,  and  that  there  could  be  no  neces- 
sity to  prohibit  banking  institutions  under  this 
impression,  because  their  notes  always  repre- 
sented jB^old  and  silver,  and  they  could  not  be 
mnltiplied  beyond  the  demands  of  the  country. 
Mr.  C.  drew  the  distinction  between  banks  of 
depostte  and  banks  of  discount,  .the  latter  of 
which  were  then  but  little  understood,  and  their 
abuse  not  conceived  until  demonstrated  bv  recent 
experience.    No  man,  he  remarked,  in  the  Con- 
Ten  tion,  much  talent  and  wisdom  as  it  contained, 
could  possibly  have  foreseen  the  course  of  these 
institutions;  that  they  would  have  multiplied 
from  one  to  two  hundred  and  sixty ;  from  a  cap- 
ital of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  one  of 
eighty  millions ;  from  being  consistent  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  exclusive 
right  of  Congress  to  regulate  the  currency,  that 
they  would  be  directly  opposed  to  it ;  that  so  far 
from  their  credit  dependmg  on  their  punctuality 
in  redeeming  their  bills  with  specie,  they  might 
go  on,  ad  vfmnUum^  in  violation  of  their  contract, 
without  a  dollar  in  their  vaults.    There  had,  in- 
deed, Mr.  C.  said,  been  an  extraordinary  revo* 


ration  in  the  currency  of  the  country.  By  a  sort 
of  under-current,  the  power  of  Congress  to  rega« 
late  the  money  of  the  country  had  caved  in,  and 
upon  its  ruin  had  sprung  up  those  institutions 
which  now  exercised  the  right  of  making  money 
for  and  in  the  United  States — for  gold  and  silver 
are  not  the  only  money,  but  whatever  is  the  me- 
dium of  purchase  and  sale,  in  which  bank  paper 
alone  was  now  employed,  and  had,  therefore, 
become  the  money  of  the  country.  A  change, 
great  and  wonderful,  has  taken  place,  said  he, 
which  divests  you  of  your  rights,  ancf  turns  yon 
back  to  the  condition  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
in  which  every  State  issued  bills  of  credit,  which 
were  made  a  legal  tender  and  were  of  various 
value. 

This,  then,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  the  evil.  We 
have  in  lieu  of  gold  and  silver  a  paper  medium, 
unequally  but  generally  depreciated,  which  af* 
facts  the  trade  and  industry  of  the  nation ;  which 
paralyzes  the  national  arm;  which  sullies  the 
faith,  both  public  and  private,  of  the  United 
States;  a  paper  no  longer  resting  on  gold  and 
stiver  as  its  basis.  We  have  indeed  laws  regn- 
lating  the  currency  of  foreign  coin,  but  they  are 
under  present  circumstances  a  mockery  of  legis- 
lation, because  thfere  is  no  coin  in  circulation. 
The  right  of  making  money— an  attribute  of  sov- 
ereign power,  a  sacred  and  important  right-^was 
exercised  by  two  hundred  and  sixty  banks,  scat- 
tered over  every  part  of  the  United  States,  not 
responsible  to  any  power  whatever  for  their  issues 
of  paper.  The  next  and  great  inquiry  was,  he 
said,  now  this  evil  was  to  m  remedied.  Restore, 
said  he,  these  institutions  to  their  original  use ; 
cause  them  to  give  up  their  usurped  power : 
cause  them  to  return  to  their  legitimate  office  of 
places  of  discount  and  deposite ;  let  them  be  no 
longer  mere  paper  machines ;  restore  the  state  of 
things  which  existed  anterior  to  1813,  which  waa 
consistent  with  the  just  policy  and  interests  of 
the  country ;  cause  them  to  fulfil  their  contracts, 
to  respect  their  broken  faith,  resolve  that  every- 
where there  shall  be  an  uniform  value  to  the 
national  currency,  your  Constitutional  control 
will  then  prevail. 

How,  then,  he  proceeded  to  examine,  was  the 
desirable  end  to  be  attained  ?  What  difficulties 
stand  in  the  way  ?  The  reason  why  the  banks 
could  not  now  comply  with  their  contract  was 
that  conduct  which  in  private  life  frequently  pro- 
duces the  same  effect.  It  was  owing  to  the  prod- 
igality of  their  eng[agements  without  means  to 
fulfil  them;  to  their  issuing  more  paper  than 
tbev  could  possibly  redeem  with  specie.  In  the 
United  States,  according  to  the  best  estimation, 
there  was  not  in  the  vaults  of  all  the  banks  more 
than  fifteen  millions  of  specie,  with  a  capital 
amounting  to  about  eighty-two  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  hence  the  cause  ofthe  depreciation  of  bank 
notes — the  excess  of  paper  in  circulation  beyond 
that  of  specie  in  their  vaults.  This  excess  was 
visible  to  the  eye,  and  almost  audible  to  the  ear ; 
so  familiar  was  the  fact  that  this  paper  was  em- 
phatically called  traah  or  tag$.  Acct^diag  to 
estimation,  also,  he  said  there  were  in  cireulatioB 
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at  the  same  date,  within  the  United  States,  two 
hundred  milHone  of  dollars  of  bank  notes,  cred- 
its, and  bank  paper,  in  one  shape  or  other.  *  Bap- 
pasing  thirty  millions  of  these  to  be  in  posses- 
sion in  the  banks  themselves,  there  were  perh^ 
one  hundred  and  seventy  millions  actually  in 
oiroaktion,  or  on  whieh  the  banks  draw  interest. 
The  proportion  between  the  demand  and  supply 
whion  regulates  the  j^ice  of  everything,  re^a- 
lates  also  the  value  of  this  paper.  In  proportion 
as  the  issue  is  excess ve,  it  depreciates  in  value ; 
and  no  wdbder,  when,  since  1810  or  1811,  the 
aasount  of  paper  in  circulation  had  increased 
from  eighty  or  ninety  to  two  hondred  millions. 
Mr.  C.  here  examined  the  opinion  entertained  by 
some  gentlemen  that  bank  paper  had  not  depre- 
dated, but  that  gold  and  silver  had  depreciated, 
aspoaMtion  he  denied  by  arguments  founded  on 
the  portability  of  gold  and  silver  which  would 
eqnlize  their  value  in  every  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  on  the  facts,  that  gold  and  silver  coin 
had  increased  in  quantity  instead  of  diminishing, 
aftd  that  the  exchange  with  Great  Britain  had 
been  (kt  gold  and  silver  value)  for  somo  time 
put  in  favor  of  the  United  States.  Yet,  he  «aid| 
gold  and  silver  were  leaving  our  shores.  In  fact, 
we  have  degraded  the  metallic  currency;  we 
ba/ve  tveated  it  with  indi|pity,  it  leaves  us,  and 
savhs  an  asylum  on  foreign  shores.  Let  it  be- 
come the  balsis  of  baok  transactions,  and  it  will 
revisit  us.  Having  established,  as  he  conceived, 
in  the  course  ol  ms  remarks,  that  the  excess  of 
paf^r  issues  was  the  frue  and  oaly  cause  of  de- 

EoiatioD  of  our  paper  currency,  Mr.  C.  turned 
-attention  to  the  manner  in  which  that  excess 
had  heen  produced.  It  was  intimately  connected 
with  the  suspension  of  specie  payments;  they 
stood  as  cause  and  effect;  first,  the  excessive 
issues  caused  the  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
and  advantage  had  been  taken  of  that  auspension 
to  issae  still  greater  floods  of  it.  The  banks  had 
osdcrtaken  to  do  a  new  business,  uncongenial 
WTlih  the  nature  of  such  institotioas ;  they  under- 
took to  make  long  loans  to  Government,  not  as 
brokers,  bnt  as  fi.tockboldenr*-a  psactioe  wholly 
inconsistent  with  the  system  of  speeie  paymeats. 
After  showing  the  diffiBreoce  between  the  ordi- 
nary bnainess  of  a  bank  ia  discounts,  and  the 
making  loans  for  twelve  years,  Mr.  C.  said,  indis- 
putably the  latter  pcactice  was  a  great  Mid  lead- 
ing cause  of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments. 
Of  this  species  of  property  (public  stock)  the 
banks  in  the  United  States  held  on  the  3Qth  day 
of  September  last  about  eighteen  and  a  half  mil- 
lions, tand  a  neatly  equal  amount  of  Treasury 
notes,  besides  stock  for  long  loans  made  to  the 
State  governments,  amountingi  altogether,  to 
within  a  small  amount  of  forty  millions,  being  a 
large  proportion  of  their  actual  capital.  This, 
he  said,  was  the  great  cause  of  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments.  Had  the  banks  (he  now  dis* 
cussed  the  question)  the  capacity  to  resume  spe- 
cie pavment  1  If  they  have  the  disposition^he 
said,  they  may  resume  specie  payments.  The 
banks  are  not  insolvent,  he  said ;  they  never  were 
aioie  solvent.    l£  so,  ihe  tarm  itself  tmfilies  that, 


if  time  be  allowed  them,  they  may  before  long 
be  in  a  condition  to  resume  payment  of  specie. 
If  the  banks  would  regularljr  and  consentane- 
ously begin  to  dispose  of  their  stock,  to  call  in 
their  notes  for  the  Treasury  notes  they  hare, 
and  moderately  curtail  their  private  discounts;  if 
they  would  act  ia  eoneert  in  this  manner,  they 
might  resume  specie  nayments.  If  they  were  to 
witndraw  by  tne  sale  of  a  part  only  of  their 
stock  and  Treasury  noles,  twenty-ifive  millions  of 
their  notes  from  circulation,  the  rest  would  be 
depreciated  to  par,  or  nearly,  and  they  would 
still  have  fifteen  millions  of  stock  disposable  to 
send  to  Europe  for  speeie,  dbc.  With  thirty . mil- 
lions of  dollacB  in  their  banks,  and  so  much  of 
their  payer  withdmwa  from  ciEoaiation,  tb^ 
would  be  in  a  condition  to  resume  payments  in 
specie.  The  only  difficultv,  that  of  producing 
concert,  was  one  which  it  belonged  to  Congress 
to  surmount.  The  indisposition  of  the  banks, 
from  motives  of  interest,  obviously  growiiijg  out 
of  the  vast  profits  most  of  them  have  latehr  re^ 
alized,  by  which  the  stockhohiers  have  Miixed 
from  12  to  20  per  cent,  on  their  stock,  would  he, 
he  showed,  the  greatest  obstacle.  What,  he  asked, 
was  a  bank  ?  An  institution,  under  present  uses, 
to  make  money.  What  was  the  instinct  of  such 
an  institution  i  Gain,  ^in ;  nothing  but  gain ; 
and  they  would  not  willingly  relinquish  their 
gain  from  the  present  state  of  things,  which  waa 
profitable  to  them,  acting  as  they  did  without 
restraint,  and  without  hazard.  Those  who  be- 
lieved that  the  present  state  of  things  would 
ever  cure  itself,  Mr.  C.  said,  must  believe  what 
is  impuMsible;  banks  must  chanse  their  nature, 
lay  aside  their  instinct,  before  they  will  aid  in 
doing  what  it  is  not  their  interest  to  do.  By 
tilts  process  of  reasoning,  he  came  to  the  eonola- 
sion  that  it  rested  with  Gongtess  to  aoake  thiem 
return  to  specie  pavments  by  making  it  theiff  ia- 
teiest  to  do  so.  This  intsodnced  the  subject  of 
the  National  Bank. 

A  I^uioaal  Baok,  he  said,  paying  specie  ltkelf| 
would  have  a  tendency  to  muse  speeie  payniettia 
geaeral,  as  well  by  its  influence  as  b^  its  ex«i»- 
ple.    It  will  be  the  inUcest  of  the  NaUonal  Baak 
to  pradooe  this  state  of  things,  because  other- 
wise its  operataoas  will  be:gceatly  circumsctibed, 
as  it  must  pay  outapecie  or  National  Bank  notes; 
for  he  .'preautned  one  of  the  first  rules  of  atuh  a 
bank  srould  he  to  take  the  notes  of  no  bank 
which  did  not  pay  in  gohl  and  silver.     A  Na- 
tional Bank  of  thietv-five  miltioas,  with  the  aid 
of  those  banks  which  are  at  once  ready  tO:pay 
specie,  would  produce  a  powerful  effect  aU  over 
the  Union.    Further,  a  National  Bank  would 
enable  the  Ciovernment  to  resort  to  meascves 
which  would  make  it  la  profitable  to  banks  to 
continue  the  violation  of  their  contracts,  and  ad- 
vantageous to  return  to  the  observation  of  them. 
The  leading  measures  of  this  character  would  be 
to  strip  the  banks  refusing  to  pay  speeie  oi  all 
the  profits  arising  from  the  business  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, to  prohibit  depositee  with  them, and  to 
refuse  to  receive  their  notes  in  payment  of  dnee 
to  the  Govefnment..  How  far  such  measniee 
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wovld  be  efli«aeioii9  in  prodaeiDg  «  retarn  to 
tpeeie  payments,  ke  was  unable  to  say ;  but  it 
was  as  far  as  he  would  be  willing  to  go  at  the 
present  session.  If  they  persisted  m  refusing  to 
resume  payments  in  specie,  Congress  most  resort 
to  measures  of  a  dee|^r  tone,  which  they  had  in 
their  power. 

The  restoration  of  specie  payments,  Mr*  O. 
argued,  would  remore  the  embamMments  on  the 
industry  of  the  country,  and  the  stains  from  its 
public  and  private  faith.  It  remained  to  see 
whether  this  House,  without  whose  aid  it  was  in 
vain  to  expect  success  in  this  object,  would  have 
the  fortitude  to  apply  the  remedy.  If  this  was 
not  the  proper  remedy,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
shown  by  the  proposition  of  a  proper  subetitute, 
and  not  opposed  by  ^Wie  and  general  declama- 
tion against  banlu.  The  disease,  he  said,  was 
deep ;  it  affected  jmblie  opinion,  and  whaterer 
affects  public  opinion  touches  the  ritals  of  the 
Qorernment.  filereafter,  he  said,  Congress  would 
never  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  this  measure 
in  which  they  now  did.  The  disease  arose  in 
time  of  war ;  the  war  had  subsided,  but  left  the 
disease,  which  it  was*  now  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  eradicate;  but,  if  they  did  not  now  ex- 
ercise the  power,  they  would  become  abettors  of 
a  state  of  things  which  was  of  vital  consequence 
to  public  moruity,  as  he  showed  by  various  illus^ 
trations.  He  called  upon  the  House,  as  goar- 
dians^  of  the  public  weal,  of  the  health  of  the 
btKly  politic  which  depended  on  the  public  mor- 
als, to  interpose  against  a  state  of  things  which 
was  inconsistent  with  either.  He  appealed  to 
the  House,  too,  as  the  guardians  of  public  faith 
and  private  faith.  In  what  manner,  he  asked, 
were  the  public  contracts  fntfflled  7  n  ^\d  and 
silver,  in  which  the  Government  had  stipulated 
to  pay  1  No ;  in  paper  issued  by  these  mstitu- 
tions;  in  paper  greatly  depreciated;  in  paper 
depreciated  from  five  to  twenty  per  cent,  below 
the  currency  in  which  the  Gbvernment  had  con- 
tracted to  pay,  &c.  He  added  another  argument: 
the  inequality  of  taxation  in  consequence  of  the 
state  of  the  circulating  medium,  which,  notvTttb- 
standittg  the  taxes  were  paid  with  strict  regard 
to  the  Constitutional  provision  for  their  equality, 
made  the  people  in  one  section  of  the  Union  pay' 
perhaps  one-fifth  more  of  the  same  tax  thftn  those 
m  another.  The  Censtitntron  having  given  Con- 

fress  the  power  to  remedy  these  evils,  they  were, 
e  contended,  deeply  responsible  for  their  con- 
tinuance. 

The  evil  he  desired  to  remedy,  Mr.  G.  said, 
was  a  deep  one;  almost  incurable,  because  con- 
nected with  public  opinion,  over  which  banks 
have  a  great  control ;  they  have,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, a  control  over  the  press-.  For  proof  of  which, 
he  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  present  wretched 
state  of  the  circulating  medium  nad  scarcely  been 
denounced  by  a  single  paper  within  the  United 
States.  The  derangement  of  a  circulating  me- 
dium, he  said,  was  a  joint  thrown  out  of  its  soc- 
ket ;  let  it  remain  for  a  short  time  in  that  state, 
and  the  sinews  will  be  so  knit  that  it  cannot  be 
replaced;  apply  the  remedy  soon,  and  it  in  an 


operation  easy^  though  painftil.  The  evil  grows, 
whilst  the  resistence  to  it  becomes  weak;  and, 
unless  checked  at  once,  will  become  irreststihle. 
Mr.  C.  concluded  by  observing,  that  he  could 
have  said  much  more  on  this  impoifant  snhjeet, 
but  he  knew  how  difficult  it  was  to  gain  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  ions(  addresses. 

MrilAif  DOLPH,  in  explaining  an  allusion  whiah 
Mr.  CALaouft  had  made  to  a  remark  of  his  o«  a 
former  occasion,  said  that  he  had  listened  to  ihe 
honorable  gentleman  with  pleasure;  he  was  glai 
to  see  a  cause  so  important  in  hands  senhle.  Ke 
promised  the  honorable  gentleman)  though  he 
might  not  asree  in  his  mode  of  remedying  the 
evil,  he  would  go  with  him  in  the  api^lcalion  of 
any  adequate  remedy  to  an  evil  which  he  re* 
garded  as  most  enormous. 

Mr^  Wano,  of  Massachusetts^  acknowledged 
the  correctness  of  the  represenianon  of  the  exist- 
ing evil,  for  which  he  appeared  to  think  the 
remedy  was  near  at  hand  anid  more  simple  in  ils 
application  than  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Bank,  viz:  by  revising  to  receive  the  netes  of 
those  banks,  which  do  not  pay  specie,  in  dues  to 
the  Government.  But  for  an  alliance,  whtch  be 
considered  disgracei\il  to  the  country  and  unjust 
to  individuals,  between   the  Secretary  of  the 


Treasury  and  the  banks  which  refused  to  pay 
specie,  the  evil  never  would  have  existed.  If 
Congiess  adopted  the  measure  which  he  (Mr.  W») 
proposed,  those  banks  must  go  down  and  puMfo 
credit  rise.  Why  not  resort  at  first  to  the  obviouB 
expedient,  and  then  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  less  urgent  question  of  establishing  a  Na- 
tional Bank  1  The  banks,  who  it  was  now  agreed 
had  engased  in  a  business  for  which  they  weie 
not  ealcuTated.  having  received  a  sufficient  bodus 
for  die  loans  they  made  to  Qovemment,  and maidh 
handsome  profits  by  it,  had  no  claim  on  Qever»- 
ment  to  protect  them  in  thek  refusal  to  pay  spe- 
cie. Mr.  W.  rose  not  to  propose  any  amendmeot 
to  the  bill,  but  to  express  his  entire  coineidenee 
in  the  gentleman^  o|Hnion  that  a  great  evil  exiats, 
which  Oongreas  had  the  power  to  remedy;  and, 
if  the  remedy  were  not  immediately  applied^  on 
them  would  be  the  responsibility  ana  the  blames 

Mr.  SneiAitT  moved  to  amend  the  finlsectiotL 
of  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  worda  ^  thirty^five/' 
and  inserting  ^twenty,'^as  the  amotmt  of  the  ctjj^ 
ital  of  the  banL  He  did  not  intend,  he  smd)  to 
go  into  a  general  consideration  of  the  principle  ef 
the  bill,  or  of  the  motion  now  submitted  by  him. 
He  made  the  motion- on  the  ffround  of  the  facts 
and  arguments  just  delivered  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  CALBotm.)  From 
the  quantity  of  paper  stated  to  be  in  circulation, 
he  thousbt  the  calculation  fair  that  the  amount 
proposed  to  be  added  to  the  existing  bank  capital 
was  lar^r  than  necessary,  and  entered  into  seme 
calculations  to  support  the  propriety  of  his  me- 
tion. 

Mr.  Calboon  hoped  the  motion  would  not 

Srevail,  and  replied  briefly  to  the  calci^tions-  of 
Ir.  ShBueBAif  r.  The  necessity  of  a  larger  capital 
consisted,  he  said,  in  the  impottant  fnnetioot  to 
be  performed  by  the  National  Bank.    TIm  deara- 
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bie  point  was  to  fix  the  capital  so  large  as  to  pre- 
Tent  undae  profit,  and  so  as  to  prerent  a  loss  to 
the  stockholders.  Perhaps  a  bank  of  twenty  mil- 
lions mi^ht  afford  a  fair  profit,  but  the  great 
business  it  would  have  to  perform  made  a  larger 
capital  necessary. 

Mr.  Pitkin  supported  the  motion  to  reduce  the 
capital.  He  thought  the  banking  capital  of  the 
country  already  too  great,  and  o&red  a  if  w  cal- 
culations to  prove  tne  position.  In  1805,  1806, 
and  1807,  said  he,  when  the  commerce  of  the 
country  was  very  ^reat,  our  banking  capital  did 
not  exceed  fifty  or  sixty  millions ;  and  yet,  in  those 
times,  no  complaint  was  heard  of  the  deficiency 
of  capital.  If  not  more  than  that  amount  was 
wanted,  then,  is  it  possible  that  one  hundred  and 
thirty  or  one  hundred  and  forty  millions  can  be 
necessary  at  this  time?  Mr.  P.  declared  himself 
in  favor  of  a  National  Bank,  if  it  could  be  estab- 
lished on  good  principles,  such  as  would  restore 
the  old  state  of  things  when  bank  notes  were  paid 
with  specie.  If,  however,  the  bill  passed  witn  its 
present  capital,  it  would  in  his  opinion  increase 
the  evil  instead  of  provin|[  a  remedv.  Such  a 
capital  was  not  necessary,  either,  for  tne  purposes 
wanted.  As  to  loans,  no  bank  could  make  long 
loans  without  stopping  the  payment  of  specie  and 
destroying  the  circulating  medium ;  and  to  sup- 
port the  assertion,  he  ouoted  the  fate  of  various 
banks  in  Europe.  A  large  capital  for  that  pur- 
pose, therefore,  was  unnecessary.  Loans,  he  said, 
must  be  made  by  individuals;  it  cannot  be  done 
by  banks,  without  ruin;  and  a  large  capital  was 
not  necessary,  therefore,  to  enable  the  Gbvern* 
ment  to  obtam  from  the  bank  all  the  aid  it  could 
or  ought  properly  to  receive.  Nor  would  a  large 
capital,  he  said,  restore  the  old  state  of  things — 
that  must  be  done  by  the  co-operation  of  the  large 
banks  in  the  cities ;  the  specie  has  got  into  those 
banks,  and  there  it  will  remain  luta  they  resume 
the  payment  of  it.  Mr.  P.  said,  likewise,  he  was 
unwilling  to  place  fifty  millions  of  money  in  the 
bands  of  any  set  of  men  in  this  country.  They 
would  use  it  oppressively ;  the  old  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates  had  done  so,  and  so  would  this. 
Such  a  power  would  enable  them  to  wield  the 
destinies  of  this  nation.  For  this  strong  reason, 
Mr.  P.  said,  as  well  as  the  others  he  had  stated, 
be  was  in  lavor  of  reducing  the  capital ;  and,  to 
allow  more  time  to  reflect  on  this  important 
feature  of  the  bill,  he  moved  that  the  Committee 
rise. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  Calbodn,  on  what 
bad  fallen  from  Mr.  Pitkin,  the  Committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Tuesday,  February  27. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  petitions 
from  the  merchants  in  the  towns  of  York  and 
Castine,  in  the  District  of  Maine,  complaioing  of 
the  monopolizing  policy  of  the  Bcitisb  Govern- 
ment, in  securing  to  the  vessels  of  that  nation 
the  exclusive  riffbt  to  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  the  British  West  Indies,  and  North 
American  possessions,  as  well  as  to  the  fisheries ; 


and  praying  that  such  measures  may  be  adopted 
as  will  counteract  the  said  polacv,  and  tend  to 
the  admission  of  American  vessels  in  the  trade 
aforesaid. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr.  Sebgbant  presented  a  petition  of  the 
American  Convention  for  promoting  the  aboli- 
tion of  Slavery,  stating  their  belief  that  the  act 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves  is  evaded 
m  the  southern  part  of  the  Union,  and  praying 
that  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  may  be  strength- 
ened, and  its  penalties  increased ;  and  that  mea- 
sures may  be  adopted  to  prevent  the  frequent 
practices  of  kidnapping  free  negroes. — Re^rred 
to  Messrs.  Sbeobant,  Tat  lob  of  Soath  Carolina, 
Wbigbt,  Wilde,  and  Cadt. 

Mr.  Nelson,  froin  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy'  throughout  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Robbbtbon,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  on  the  expediency  of  sell- 
ing forfeited  lands  in  the  Jeffersonville  district, 
which  was  read;  when  Mr.  R.  reported  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  sale  of  lands  forfeited  to  the 
United  States,  in  the  district  of  Jefiersonville,  at 
the  land  office  in  said  district;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Robbbtbon  also  reported  a  bill  providing 
for  the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at  the  British 
fort  at  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  at  the  foot  of  the 
Rapids,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committea  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Robbbtbon  also  reported  a  bill  providing 
for  the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land  at  the  lower 
rapids  of  Sandusky  river;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fobbttb,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  an  act 
declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the  Legislature  of  Qeoreia.  passed  on  the  12th 
of  December,  1804,  establisning  the  fees  of  the 
harbor  master  and  health  officer  of  the  ports  of 
Savannah  and  St.  Mary's. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cbbiqbton,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediencv  of  providing  by  law  for  the  sale  of 
the  lands  of  the  United  States  within  that  tract 
of  country  in  the  State  of  Ohio  heretofore  set 
apart  and  reserved  for  satisfying  the  claims  of 
refugees  from  the  British  Provinces  of  Canada 
and  riova  Scotia. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commil- 
tee  on  Military  Afiairs,  reported  on  the  following 
subjects  of  inquiry,  ^.,  referred  to  that  commit- 
tee.. 1st.  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to 
make  additional  provision  by  law  for  military 
transportation.  2.  That  no  povision  is  necessary 
to  be  made  for  paying  certain  corps  of  volunteers 
in  Maine,  the  President  being  already  fuUr  em- 
powered by  existing  laws  to  do  so.    id.  That  it 
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is  inexpedient  to  assume  the  payment  of  interest 
on  unpaid  sums  which  may  have  been  due  for 
military  services.  4th.  That  no  further  provision 
is  necessary  at  this  time  for  printing  and  distrib- 
uting the  militia  and  military  laws  and  articles 
of  war.  5th.  Unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions 
of  Isidore  Remensin  and  Christopher  Colles.  The 
above  reports  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

UN8BTTLBD  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  HuGsa  called  up  the  resolution  submitted 
a  few  days  ago  by  him,  to  inquire  into  the  man- 
ner of  keeping  certain  public  accounts,  and  into 
the  amount  and  cause  of  the  great  balances  now 
standing  against  individuals,  on  the  books  of  the 
Comptroller,  &c. 

Mr.  ^OBBBTSON  made  some  remarks  to  enforce 
the  propriety  of  the  inquiry.  He  had  no  doubt 
there  was  great  defalcation  and  abuse  in  the  pub- 
lic accounts,  and  hoped  the  inquiry  would  be  ef- 
fectually followed  up.  He  adverted  to  the  re- 
missness which  he  believed  to  exist  in  some  of 
the  salary  officers  in  the  Government,  in  relation 
to  the  settlement  of  the  public  accounts.  In  some 
instances,  he  said,  the  accounting  officers  had 
raised  accounts  against  those  who  had  none  with 
the  Government,  with  no  other  effect  than  to 
screen  villains  wno  depredate  on  the  public  trea- 
sure. That  there  were  swindlers  and  defaulters 
amonff  the  public  agents,  that  there  were  men 
who  fattened  on  the  spoils  of  Government,  he  had 
no  doubt,  and  the  best  way  to  screen  them  was 
to  foist  into  their  company  the  names  of  those 
whom  they  know  to  be  of  a  different  character. 

Mr.  CoNDiCT  approved  the  principle  embraced 
in  the  resolution,  but  asked  the  mover,  Mr  Hdobr, 
whether  the  inquiry  did  not  belong  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Expenditure,  and  referred  to 
the  standing  rule  of  the  House,  which  requires 
them  to  superintend  the  expenditures  of  money 
in  the  difierent  Departments,  and  report  whe- 
ther disbursements  have  been  made  agreeably  to 
law.  &c. 

That  committee,  he  said,  most  probably  had 
already  progressed  in  the  inquiry,  and  if  so,  he 
thought  it  would  not  be  prudent  at  so  late  a  day 
in  the  session,  to  take  it  from  them  and  place  it  in 
other  hands.  These  balances,  he  said,  had  at  a 
former  session  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  upon  a  resolution  moved 
by  himself,  instructing  that  committee  to  inquire 
and  report,  what  further  legal  provisions  were 
necessary  to  enforce  payment,  and  prevent  future 
delinquencies.  A  gentlemaii  from  Virginia,  in 
the  last  session  of  the  12th  Congress,  instituted 
an  inquiry  through  a  committee,  in  the  hope,  as 
he  expressed  it,  *'  that  if  they  could  not  destroy 
the  mammoth,  the  great  beast  of  the  forest,  they 
might  at  least  be  able  to  poison  the  rats."  This 
rat-catching  committee, as  it  had  been  facetiously 
termed,  after  spending  much  time  and  labor,  in 
turning  over  the  cart-loads  of  documents  and  pa- 
pers thrown  upon  them  to  stifle  the  inquiry,  made 
a  report  at  the  close  of  the  session,  and  there  it 
ended.  Such  an  inquiry,  said  Mr.  C.  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  any  beneficial  result  to  the  nation, 


should  be  divided  and  subdivided  among  differ* 
ent  committees,  giving  to  each  a  distinct  object, 
to  be  pursued  minutely  in  all  its  intricate  wind* 
ing,  and  in  that  way  only,  in  his  opinion,  could 
the  errors  be  remedied.  Such  a  course,  he  should 
be  glad  to  see  pursued  at  an  early  period  of  the 
session.  For  these  reasons,  he  should  prefer  the 
method  proposed  by  another  gentleman,  (Mr. 
Tdckeb.)  which  by  distributing  the  investiga* 
tion,  and  dividing  the  labors,  would  best  promote 
the  public  interest. 

Mr.  HuGEB  replied  to  Mr.  Condict,  and  offered 
some  further  remarks  to  obviate  the  objections 
urged  against  the  inquiry.  He  believed  the  ob- 
ject he  had  in  view  was  practicable,  and  that 
great  good  would  grow  out  of  it.  For  one,  ha 
would  be  willing,  should  he  be  selected,  to  devote 
bis  utmost  exertions  and  labor  to  an  end  so  im- 
portant ;  not  that  he  expected  to  expose  or  detect 
defaulters — for  he  knew  not  that  there  was  a  sin* 

fie  ooe — but  for  the  satisfaction  and  benefit  to  be 
erived  from  such  a  report.  Ooe  of  the  objects 
also  of  the  inquiry  was  to  aid  the  public  ofScers 
and  facilitate  their  operation,  dbc. 

After  a  few  words  more  by  Mr.  Condict,  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Betohfoit  That  a  select  committee  of  five  membeta 
be  appointed  to  examinai  generally,  into  the  siibiacl 
of  unsettled  balances  due  the  United  States,  and  ee- 
pecially  into  the  annual  statements,  laid  before  Con- 
gress by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasnry,  in  con- 
formity to  an  act  of  the  dd  of  Mareh,  1809,  requiring 
that  annual  statements  should  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress, of  the  accounts  in  the  Treasury,  Wsr,  and 
Navy  Departments,  which  may  have  remained  more 
than  three  years  unsettled,  or  on  which  balances  ap- 
pear to  have  been  doe  more  than  three  year%  prior  to 
the  30th  September,  then  last  past ;  to  investigate  the 
causes  whicn  have  given  rise  to  such  unsettled  bal* 
anoes;  to  recommend  such  measures  as  may,  in  their 
opinion,  be  most  likely  to  bring  defonlters  to  a  speedy 
settlement  of  their  aeoounts,  and  prevent,  in  time  to 
come,  the  reeurrsnoe  and  oontinoanoe  of  unsettled 
balances  to  audi  an  amount 

Mr.  Hdobr,  Mr.  Barbour,  Mr.  Conoict,  Mr. 
Lton,  and  Mr.  Fornbt^  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Bank  bill.  Mr.  Sesobant'b  motion  to  re- 
duce the  proposed  capital  from  thirty-five  to 
twenty  millions  being  under  consideration- 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  express  his 
views  of  the  subject  generally,  as  well  as  on  the 
particular  point  under  consideration.  He  ap- 
peared to  coincide  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Calbodi^ 
that  the  establishment  of  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States  would  contribute  better  than  any  other 
measure  to  the  restoration  of  a  general  medium 
of  circulation  of  uniform  value.  He  was  afraid 
that  it  was  the  only  remedy.  Perhaps  he  should 
not  agree  with  the  gentleman  in  some  of  his  posi- 
tions, particularly  as  respected  the  conduct  and 
state  of  the  banks.  It  mieht  be  prudent  on  the 
part  of  Congress,  be  remarked,  to  let  down  these 
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institations  a«  gently  fts  they  eould,  and  do  every- 
thing to  enable  them  to  meet  their  engagements 
by  specie  payments  on  some  future  day.    With 
some  modification  of  the  plan  proposed  by  this 
bill,  he  thought  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Bank  would  effectually  contribute  to  that  object. 
The  banks  pending  the  war  were  the  pillars  of 
Che  nation,  on  which  and  through  whose  instru- 
mentality  the  Government  was  enabled  to  raise 
money  and  men  to  carry  on  the  war,  not  onlv  by 
their  direct  loans,  but  by  enabling  individuals  to 
make  loans  to  the  Government.    Now,  that  we 
could  do  without  them,  they  had  been  called  cat- 
erpillars.   He  would  not  call  those  caterpillars 
DOW,  who,  in  war,  had  been  the  pillars  of  the 
Government.    The  information  of  tne  gentleman 
in  relation  to  the  state  of  the  banks  might  be  very 
good,  but  it  did  not  coincide  with  the  information 
or  impressions  of  Mr.  S..  who  took  a  different 
view  of  it.    He  thought  that,  as  far  as  he  had  in- 
formation, the  banks  had  not  issued  more  notes 
than,  from  the  amount  of  their  capitals,  they  had 
a  fair  right  to  do.    Adverting  to  Mr.  C.'s  state- 
ment or  the  number  of  the  banks,  (he  wished 
there  were  not  so  many,)  and  of  their  capital,  he 
differed   from   the  view  which    estimated  the 
uaaoant  on  Which  they  draw  interest,  at  an  hun- 
dred and  seventy  milltons.    But  dedoetiog  from 
this  omioiiat  the  loane,  dbc.,  einimated  at  forty 
milfions,  an  hundrnt  and  thirty  millions  would 
remain,  ilt  the  estimated  amount  on  which  the 
bAiiks  dra^  interest,  with  a  capital  of  eighty -two 
tbilllotts.    Was  tbis  too  much  ?   With  mucb  less 
could, the  bauks  pay  bank  expenses,  and  make  a 
re^t)iiable  dividend  t    Bat,  might  not  the  gentle- 
itiAn  hare  been  mistaken,  even  in  this  estimate  ? 
ttf.  S.  thought  he  was,  and  supoorted  this  impres* 
aon  by  a  refere&ce  to  such  documents  on  the 
aubject  as  were  within  his  reach.    He  referred  to 
tl^e  dpQumeni  on  the  table,  showing  the  state  of 
the  chartered  baaks  within  the  District  of  Colom- 
biii<    He  was  rathet  incU ned  to  believe  that  these 
banks  had  gone  a  little  forllier  than  most  of  the 
banks  of  the  United  States  in  their  issues,  the 
cause  of  which  might  be  traced  to  the  large  loans 
to  the  Government.    The  amount  of  the  capital 

Eaid  in  by  all  these  banks  was  $^321,600;  the 
ills  and  notes  discounted  $4)860,031.  Was  this 
too  larffe  a  business  on  their  capital  1  These 
binks,  than  which  perhaps  no  banks  in  the  Union 
had  done  larger  business  had  not  discounted  more 
than  fifty  per  cent,  beyond  the  amount  of  their 
capital  paid  in.  As  to  the  amount  of  paper 
which  the  gentleman  estimated  to  be  in  circula- 
tion, Mr.  S.  differed  widely  from  him.  Instead 
of  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  of  paper  being 
in  (Circulation  on  a  capital  of  eighty-two  millions, 
he  doubted  whether  tlie  amount  was  half  that  of 
the  capital  of  the  banks,  say  forty-one  millions  of 
dollars.  He  had  some  acquaintance  with  the 
operations  of  banks  from  his  practice  in  them. 
tSome  banks  could  put  out  more  paper  than  oth- 
ers from  their  particular  situation ;  but,  in  gen- 
eral, banks  did  not  issue  paper  to  more  thanbalf 
the  amount  of  their  capital.  The  notes  of  the 
banks  of  this  District  were  more  depreciated  than 


way  others,  and  if  the  depveeiation  was  in  fact 
owing  to  excessive  issues,  it  might  be  presumed 
that  they  had  issued  more  largely  tban^  banks 
generally.    These  banks  had  notes  in  circulatloit 
to*  theamoont  of  $3,094,000 ;  a  greats  proportioa 
of  notes  TO  their  capital  than  banks  generalfy 
have  in  circulation ;  but  only  three-fifths  of  the 
amount  of  the  capital  paid  in.    There  were  not 
now  in  circulattoo,  Mr.  &  verily  believed,  as  many 
bank  notes,  properly  so  called,  as  there  were  prior 
to  the  stoppage  of  specie  payments.     Banks 
ererywhere  were  endeavoring  to  draw  in  their 
notes.    Mr.  S.  concluded  on  this  point,  that,  as 
the  banks  had  demonstrably  not  been  prodigal  in 
the  issue  of  their  paper,  its  depreciation  was  not 
owing  to  the  excess  of  issue.    This  brought  Mr. 
S.  to  another  point  of  Mr.  Calhoun's  speech,  in 
which  they  concurred  in  opinion.    To  the  long 
loans,  he  agreed,  in  a  great  measure,  might  be 
attributed  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  of  this 
city,  of  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and  of  New 
York.    But  he  was  not  disposed  to  censure  the 
banks  for  having  made  those  loans.    On  the  con- 
trary, said  he.  they  aided  you  in  times  of  need. 
1  give  them  credit  for  it.    I  would  nurse  them 
and  bring  them  back  to  the  same  healthy  state  as 
before  they  reduced  themselves  to  serve  you.    At 
the  same  time  Mr.  S.  said  he  agreed  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  banks  to  resume  specie  payments 
so  soon  as  it  was  possible  to  do  it  without  lots; 
If  the^r  did  not  do  it, /they  ought  to  be  compelled 
to  do  it;  and  through  the  instrumentality  of  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States^he  Government  might 
be  able  to  coerce  them.    The  loans  made  to  the 
Government  had  been  principally  confined  to  the 
countrv  between  the  Hudson  and  the  Potomac ; 
a  small  amount  only  had  beea  obtained  north 
and  south  of  these  limits.    The  notes  obtained 
by  the  Treasury  by  wav  of  loan,  were  disbursed 
in  other  quarters  of  the  country  than  that  in 
which  thev  were  obtained.     They  had    been 
thrown  back  upon  the  banks,  and  specie  demanded 
for  them;  with  which  demand,  made  in  large 
quantities,  the  banks  found  themselves  unable  to 
comply.    The  gentleman  had  given  his  opinion 
how  tne  evil  might  be  remedied.    This  remedy, 
Mr.  S.  went  on  to  observe,  he  was  one  of  those 
who  had  pressed  on  the  directors  of  the  banks  of 
the  city  he  had  the  honor  to  represent.    All  the 
banks  bad  to  do,  he  said,  was  to  send  their  mil- 
lions of  stock  to  the  eastward  and  southward,  sell 
their  stock,  and  thus  change  the  balance  ot  ex- 
change and  trade  in  their  fkvor.    When  they 
should  do  that,  the  cause  of  the  depreciation  of 
their  paper  being  remored,  Mr.  S.  said  we  should 
hear  no  more  of  it.    In  less  than  three  months, 
those  States  which  now  had  the  advantage  of  the 
exchange  would  be  the  debtor  States.    The  dif- 
ference in  exchange  was  little  more  than  nom^ 
nal,  very  little  specie  being  paid  in  any  port  of 
the  country.    Where  bank  notes  were  nomintfiy 
at  par,  the  banks  did  very  little  or  no  bosiaess, 
and  had  comparatively  no  notes  out.    If  mer- 
chants negotiated  with  those  banks,  they  did  not 
receive  or  pay  them  specie,  but  paper.   Mr.  S.co- 
incided  in  Bfr.  C.'s  view,  that  if  all  the  banks 
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agrted  to  feBumespedepajroMOtfty  they  miftiit  do 
it.  But  be  woald  ase  no  coercion  now  to  Hasten 
the  period,  knit  ioffer  them  to  do  it  peaeenblf  and 
quietly,  and  therefore  safely. 

Adreftinff  to  the  observation  in  debate  yester- 
day respecting  an  alUanee  between  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  and  the  banks,  which  had  pre* 
▼ented  Treasury  notes  from  becoming  a  cireur 
tadng  medium,  du:.,  Mr.  S*  rindicatcd  the  conr 
dnet  of  the  Treasury.  Could  the  Secretary  do 
otherwise,  he  asked,  ihan  receive  the  public  dues 
in  the  currency  of  the  country  where  they  were 
eoUected?  The  Secretary  bad  further  under* 
taken  (Mr.  S.  doubted  whether  that  officer  had 
not  in  this  gone  too  far)  to  say  that  the  Paper 
of  those  banks  which  did  not  receive  Trear 
sury  notes  and  issue  them  again,  should  not  be 
Tteceived  in  payment  of  debu  due  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Gentlemen  were  mistaken,  Mr.  S.  said,  if  they 
supposed  they  could  make  Treasury  notes  a  cire»- 
latmg  medium-^experience  had  proved  it.  Re- 
ferring to  the  value  of  Treasury  notes,  depreei* 
ated  gradually  in  their  progress  from  this  Dietriet 
to  Boston,  he  remarked  that,  although  they  were 
six  per  cent,  above  par  at  Baltimore,  tbeV  were 
not  tliere  as  valuable  as  the  note  of  a  merohanl  at 
New  York.  It  would,  it  was  true,  be  a  great 
conTenienee  if  Ghtvernment  could  issue  a  paper 
of  this  sort,  which  would  serre  as  a  circulating 
medium,  but  it  could  not ;  whatever  paper  was 
put  out  of  that  sort,  would:  become  an  article  of 
mcrclnnutise,  to  be  bought  and  sold.  The  com- 
mnnitr  was  now  afiottstomed  to  bank  notes,  attd 
partial  to  them ;  and  their  place  eouid  not  be  sup- 
plied by  Govemnent  paper. 

Am  to  the  motion  now  under  consideration  to 
veduee  the  capital,  Mr.  S.  said)  he  had  not  ex- 
peeted  it  from  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  particularly  not  from  the  gentleman  who 
made  it.  Reverting  to  the  period  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Bhnk  of  the  United  States,  he 
smd,  ten  millions  bora  a  larger  proportion  to  the 
oeea  and  demands  of  that  day,  than  thirty-five 
did  to  those  of  this.    The  price  of  every- 


thing was  then  very  low— Hsommeree  in  its  in- 
fimcy,  the  shipping  of  the  United  States  extreme- 
ly and  almost  ineiedibly  limited,  dsc.  It  was 
impossible  that  any  man  could  suppose  that  a 
bank  of  the  same  amouat  could  now  perform  the 
functions  which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
then  perfotmed^  particularly,  since  the  Govera- 
nnnt  had  spread  taxes  over  the  whole  sorfkce  of 
the  country,  and  made  the  aid  of  this  institution 
more  extensively  necessary.  With  a  rednced 
capital,  Mr.  S.  said,  the  operations  of  the  hank 
would  be  so  cireumslsribed,  that  it  woald  affbrd 
but  little  aid  to  merehantsw  Re  was  not  indeed, 
Tcry  tenacious,  he  said,  about  four  or  five  mal- 
Uona  of  capital,  more  or  less,  b«H  he  did  not  think 
thlrty*4ve  millions  at  all  too  much. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  was  not  entirely  satisfied  with 
the  plan  of  the  bank,  proposed  by  the  committee ; 
but  might  not  the  plan  be  so  modified  as  to  meet 


conversation)  did  net  appear  favomble  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  bank.    Some  preferred  a  nlan 
less  complex  than  the  present ;  some  were  hos- 
tile to  the  control  of  the  Government  in  it,  in 
which,  perhaps,  they  were  ri^t.    Others  were 
hostile  to  Treasury  notes  forming  any  part  of  the 
capital;  in  which,  Mr.  S.  said^  he  cODcurred. 
Where  was  the  difficulty  in  yielding  those  minor 
points,  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  a  ffeneral  con- 
currence in  favor  of  the  bill?    Other  features 
were  objected  to^the  power  to  authorize  su6pa»- 
sion  of  payments  in  specie,  &c.— these  he  would 
also  give  up,  rather  than  they  should  defeat  the 
bill  altogether.    As  to  the  question,  when  the 
specie  payments  of  the  bank  should  commence, 
Mr.  S.  raid,  according  to  the  proposed  mode  of 
payment,  it  would  not  be  very  soon.    To  remedy 
this  objection,  he  proposed  that,  for  the  seven 
millions  of  Tteasory  notes  to  be  psad  in  on  ae- 
eount  of  the  United  States,  there  should  be  sub- 
stituted a  stock  to  be  created  for  the  purpose,  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per  nnum,  which 
would  leave  a  gain  to  the  United  States  (the  bank 
dividiDg  eiffht  per  cent«)  of  three  per  cent,  per 
aniMim  on  that  amount ;  which  would,  by  its  ac- 
cumulation and  proper  appltcatfon,  in  the  course 
of  twenty  years,  absorb  the  whole  of  that  stock, 
and  operate  as  a  bonus  to  the  United  States  to 
that  amount.    He  also  showed,  by  calcolatioo, 
that  the  United  States^  in  this  mode,  by  merelv 
advancing  their  credit,  might  absorb  twelve  mii- 
lioBs  of  the  war  debt;  which  he  believed  would 
be  no  unpalatable  thing  to  the  people,  nor  unwise 
in  the  Government*    Further,  Mr.  S.  said,  lie 
wifthed  io  see  the  bank  go  immediately  into  ope- 
ration, that,  while  he  lived,  he  might  derive  somto 
advantage  from  it.    He  would  thorcfoie  wish  to 
see  the  whole  of  the  specie  part  of  the  stock  paid 
in  within  a  given  number  of  months.  With  seven 
millions  of  doUara  in  its  vaults,  the  bank  wouU 
have  neither  foar  nor  tremblinff  in  commencing 
specie  operations ;  thejr  would  have  time  to  sand 
tneir  stock  to  Ehrope  for  sale,  or  make  such  other 
arrangementaae,  in  theiropniion.  might  beproper. 
The  specie  thus  pafd  in,  would  not  drain  the 
State  banks,  but  would  be  imported,  for  the  put- 
pose,  from  Burope  and  elsewhere.    In  the  meane- 
time^  he  said,  until  ail  the  specie  payments  wtfre. 
made  to  the  bank,  he  did  not  think  it  would  do 
aay  harm;  if  the  bank  were  to  camneuce  its  ope- 
rations without  specie,  but  with  an  aasuraooe  in 
its  cimrtery  of  payment  of  specie  at  a  parttealar 
day%    Such  an  assurance  wouki  make  the  bank 
notes  eqjoaliygood,  in  bis  eyes  at  least,  as  AlVd 
and  silver.   With  these  vieWs  of  the  sub^eeti  Mr. 
8»  concluded  his  practical  soeech. 
Mr.  SBsasaNT  spoke  as  follows : 
Mr*  Chairasan,  the  honorable  member  from 
Maryland  (A^.  SiiitrB)  has  expressed  h»  sur- 

Cbe  that  thia  motion  should  be  made  by  a  meitt- 
r  from  Pennsylvania,  and  still  mare  that  it 
should  have  been  made  by  a  member  from  Phil- 
adelphia, meaning,  it  wotUd  seem)  to  express  ki» 
surprise  that  a  member  from  Philadelphia  shouU 


the  views  of  a  large  majority  of  the  House  7   He  be  willing  to  give  up  the  great  infiueoce  and  a^ 
coald  find  but  few  gentlemen,  he  said,  who,  in  t  vantage  that  city  would  derive  froaa  being  the 
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seat  of  soeh  a  bank.  He  (Mr.  8.)  shoald  hare 
sapposed  that  gentleman  had  been  long  enough 
in  pablic  life  to  believe  that  a  member  of  this 
House  might  sometimes  lose  sight  of  a  personal 
or  local  aGTantage,  when  a  measure  of  great  na- 
tional importance  and  concern  is  under  consider- 
ation.   So  he  considered  the  present  bill. 

He  made  this  motion,  he  said,  prineipallv  for 
two  reasons.    First,  because  it  appeared  to  him, 
from  the  statemeois  made  bjr  toe  chairman  of 
the  committee  who  reported  the  bill,  that  the 
capital  proposed  by  the  bill  (thirty-five  millions) 
is  larger  than  is  necessary ;  and,  in  the  next  place, 
to  ^ive  gentlemen  an  opportunity  fully  to  explain 
their  views  on  this  very  interesting  subject.    He 
held  it  to  be  a  sound  rule  in  legislation  to  abstain 
from  acting  until  you  are  satiraed  that  what  you 
are  about  to  do  is  right.    If  you  have  doubts— if 
the  effect  of  the  measure  proposed  is  involved  in 
uncertainty— if  you  do  not  clearly  see  your  wav — 
it  is  wise  to  hesitate,  to  pause,  and  to  consioer. 
This  subject,  particularly,  deserved  the  most  de- 
liberate and  careful  consideration.    It  was  not, 
he  said,  an  ordinary  act  of  legislation  which 
Congress  might  at  their  pleasure  repeal,  if  upon 
trial  it  should  be  found  inconvenient  or  mischiev- 
ous, which  would  be  constantly  under  their  con- 
trol from  session  to  session,  to  modify,  to  alter. 
to  abrof^te.    The  proposed  act  of  legislation  was 
to  continue  in  force  for  twenty  years*;  there  would 
be  no  power  within  that  period  to  repeal  it.    It 
was,  besides,  to  create  a  vast  machine  of  incalcu- 
lable force,  the  direction  of  whose  momentum 
was  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  they  knew  not 
whom.     Within  a  very  few  years  past,  a  similar 
but  less  extensive  question  arose  upon  the  appli- 
cation to  renew  the  charter  of  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States.    It  agitated  the  nation  from 
one  extreme  to  the  other.    The  agitation  was 
strongly  felt  in  this  House — the  memory  of  it 
was  too  recent  to  be  forgotten.    By  some  of  those 
who  opposed  the  renewal,  it  was  asserted  that 
Congress  had  no  Constitutional  power  to  grant 
a  charter  of  incorporation  to  a  bank;  by  others, 
that  the  powers  of  that  corporation  had  been  ex- 
ercised in  a  manner  that  was  unjust,  oppressive, 
and  dangerous  to  the  people.    Without  at  all 
yielding  to  either  of  these  opinions,  the  impres- 
sion of  which  could  not  be  so  soon  worn  out,  he 
must  be  allowed  to  say  that  the  mere  fact  of  their 
having  been  very  seriously  and  very  generally 
inculcated,  gave  to  the  subject  under  consider- 
ation peculiar  importance.    If,  as  gentlemen  then 
alleged,  it  was  believed  that  great  injury  had 
been  done  by  that  bank,  they,  at  least,  ought  to 
be  very  cautious  in  adopting  the  present  plan, 
which  had  certainly,  in  every  respect,  a  much 
more  formidable  aspect,  and  which  was  so  little 
understood  that  the  beet  informed  and  most  intel- 
ligent of  its  advocates  did  not  seem  to  agree  even 
as  to  essential  points.    The  two  gentlemen  who 
had  discussed  the  matter,  differed  in  some  very 
important  particulars ;  they  did  not  even  seem  to 
agree  whether  it  was  to  be,  in  effect,  a  specie 
bank  or  a  paper  bank.    He  protested,  he  said, 
most  set ioualy  against  this  sort  of  legislation,  | 


which  proceeded  without  dtstinetly  settling  prin* 
ciples,  and  left  everything  to  hazard.    He  pro- 
tested against  establishing  a  great  National  Bank 
upon  the  apparent  basis  of  specie,  without  some- 
thing approaching  to  a  certainty  tnat  it  would  be 
able  to  pay  in  specie,  against  its  professing  to  pay 
specie,  with   a  considerable    risk  of  its  being 
obliged  in  a  short  time  to  break  its  faith,  and  in 
that  way  ageraVate  the  malady  it  was  intended 
to  cure.    The  question,  he  said,  ought  first  to  be 
decided,  whether  we  were  to  have  a  specie  bank 
or  paper  bank.    That  being  decided,  then  pro* 
ceed  upon  a  plain,  simple,  intelligible  plan,  in 
conformity  with  tde  decision.    The  plan  pro- 
posed was  complicated  and  unintelligible.    The 
capital  was  to  be  composed  of  United  States 
stock,  of  Treasury  notes,  and  a  small  proportion 
of  specie.    The  specie  was  to  be  paid  in  instal- 
ments, and  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  bank 
would  never  receive  from  its  subscribers  a  greater 
quantity  of  specie  than  the  first  instalment.  With 
a  nominal  capital,  then,  of  thirty-five  millions  of 
dollars,  and  so  small  a  proportion  of  specie,  with 
what  greater  propriety  could  it  be  called  a  specie 
bank,  than  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  for  in- 
stance?   That  bank,  having  a  capital  of  two 
million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  possesses 
one  million  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
United  States  stock,  and  upwards  of  four  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  in  specie.    Yet  that  was  a 
bank  that  did  not  pay  specie.    He  admitted  that 
the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  had  discounted  to  a 
large  amount,  that  it  had  large  depoaites,  and 
that  it  had  paper  in  circulation ;  in  one  word,  that 
it  was  in  full  operation  as  a  bank.    But  was  not 
the  proposed  bank,  if  the  bill  then  under  discus- 
sion should  become  a  law,  to  go  into  operation, 
and  to  go  into  operation  upon  the  common  prin- 
ciples of  banking  ?    Would  not  the  stockhoideFs 
and    the  directors    be  governed  by  what  was 
termed  '^ commercial  instinct?''     Would  they 
not  be  desirous  of  making  profit  and  making  div- 
idends?   Was  there  in  this  bill  any  peculiar  re* 
straint  to  prevent  them  from  trading  to  excess  t 
The  obligation  to  pay  in  specie  was  no  restrie- 
tion,  no  effectual  restriction,  for  the  State  banks 
were  compellable  by  law  to  pay  their  notes  with 
specie,  and  as  far  therefore  as  any  legal  restraints 
could  gi|ard  them,  they  were  safe. 

If  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  on  the 
excessive  issue  of  bank  paper,  he  said,  were  the 
cause  of  the  evils  that  were  complained  of^  and 
the  State  banks  deserved  to  be  censured  for  pro- 
ducing them ;  if  we  were  to  adopt  the  theory  in 
its  full  extent,  that  traces  every  existing  mischief 
in  the  circulation  to  one  or  both  these  causes, 
what  is  the  lesson  we  ought  to  derive  from  this 
consideration  ?  The  State  banks — he  meant  the 
principal  ones-^up  to  the  period  of  the  capture 
of  Washington,  continued  to  pay  specie.  If  that 
circumstance  was  to  be  regarded  as  a  proper  test 
of  their  conduct,  they  were  till  then  without 
blame ;  they  miffnt  be  considered,  at  least  with 
the  exception  of  the  loans  to  Government,  as 
having  conducted  their  business  upon  fair  princi- 
ples.   Of  those  loans,  be  would  say  nothing  fur- 
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ther  than  that  be  did  not  think  that  they,  a  con- 
stituent part  of  the  Government,  could  justly 
censure  them ;  they  were  necessary  to  the  Go?- 
ernment,  they  were  necessary  for  the  purposes  of 
defence,  and,  in  some  instances,  the  hanks  were 
compelled  into  them  by  the  force  of  public  senti- 
ment.   In  truth,  without  the  aid  of  the  banks 
afforded  to  the  Government,  either  by  direct  loans 
or  through  the  medium  of  loans  to  States  and  in- 
dividuals, the  exertions  of  the  countrv  must  have 
been  arrested — the  Government  would  have  been 
at  a  stand  for  want  of  money.    These  banks, 
therefore,  have  a  meritorious  claim  to  the  public 
consideration.    But  if  specie  payments,  in  other 
words,  the  capacity  to  meet  all  the  probable  de 
mands  for  specie,  ne  the  just  criterion,  what  was 
the  state  of  tne  matter  then  ?   It  has  been  thought 
a  safe  rule  in  banking,  and  it  had  been,  he  be- 
lieved, adopted  as  a  rule,  that  a  bank  might 
safely  lend,  and  was  prudent  in  lending,  to  the 
amount  that  in  ordinary,  in  the  usual  course  of 
its  business,  iudginc;  from  experience,  would  not 
expose  it  to  demanos  greater  than  it  was  able  to 
meet.    This  rule,  founded  upon  experience  in 
ordinary    times,  was  adapted  to  chat  state  of 
things  rrom  which  it  was  deduced — to  ordinary 
times  and  ordinary  circumstances — when  an  ex- 
traordinary emergency  arose,  producing  extraor- 
dinary and  urgent  and  unexpected  demands  for 
specie,  the  rule  would  fail,  and  any  general  rule 
would  fail.    That,  he'saia,  was  the  true  state  of 
the  matter;  immediately  upon  the   capture  of 
Washington,  a  general  alarm  was  spread  through- 
out the  country,  every  possible  danger  was  ap- 
prehended.   Indeed,  the  fears  and  anxiety  of  that 
moment  were  not  confined  within  the  limits  even 
of  possibility.    A  run  upon  the  banks  for  specie 
was  the  consequence.    It  is  not  material  to  in- 
quire why  that  run  was  made^  want  of  confidence 
was  the  immediate  cause  of  it.    Would  the  pro- 
posed bank,  he  asked,  be  more  securely  guarded, 
or  less  exposed  to  similar  difficulties.    Would  it 
not,  with  a  view  to  the  interest  of  its  stockhold- 
ers, be  governed  by  similar  principles?     Nay, 
was  there  not  a  chance,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, that  it  would,  almost  at  its  outset,  be  in- 
volved in  the  same  difficulties  that  have  thus, 
gradually,  and  bv  the  occurrence  of  extraordinary 
circumstances  fallen  upon    the    State    banks? 
Was  it  certain  that  it  would  be  able  to  pay  spe- 
cie?   And,  if  it  should  not,  would  it  not  deserve 
a  much  severer  censure,  would  it  not,  with  its 
immense  capital  and  power,  inflict  upon  the  com- 
munity much  greater  evils  than  the  State  banks 
were  supposed  to  have  occasioned?    Would  it 
not  be  infinitel]^  disgraceful,  that,  professing  to 
pay  specie,  it  should  oe  obliged  at  the  very  com- 
mencement of  its  operations  to  dishonoir  its  bills, 
to  violate  its  engagements  at  the  moment  of  en- 
tering into  them  ? 

When  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  es- 
tablished in  1791,  the  difficulties  experienced,  and 
which  it  was  intended  to  aid  in  removing,  were 
of  an  opposite  character;  the  bank  started  with 
entirely  different  views.  In  1791,  the  object  was 
^  to  increase  the  active  or  productive  capital  of  the 


country^  which  was  then  deficient;  there  was  not 
a  sufficient  circulation.  The  evil  now  com- 
plained of  is  an  excess  of  circulation,  and  the 
remedy  is  to  be  the  same  in  the  one  disease  as  in 
the  other.  The  same  remedy  that  was  employed 
to  increase  a  deficient  circulation  is  to  be  applied 
for  reducing  a  circulation  that  is  said  to  be  exces- 
sive. There  was  a  wide  distinction  between  the 
evils  that  were  then  supposed  to  exist,  and  those 
now  complained  of.  It  is  not  very  easy  to  see 
how  the  surcharged  circulation  is  to  be  removed 
by  throwing  in  the  additional  quantity  of  paper 
that  is  to  be  issued  by  this  bank. 

The  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  went  into 
operation  with  a  capital  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  it  had  but  ten  millions  of  capital  through 
all  the  period  of  its  existence.  This  capital,  he 
presumed,  was  found  to  be  sufficient.  The  present 
scheme  proposed  a  capital  of  thirty-five  millions, 
with  a  power  to  increase  it  to  fifty  millions.  So 
great  an  enlargement  of  capital,  at  so  short  a  dis- 
tance of  time  as  four  years  from  the  expiration  of 
the  former  charter,  imposed  it  as  a  duty  upon 
those  who  advocated  the  bill  to  show,  distinctly, 
why  so  large  a  capital  was  necessary.  Let  us, 
said  he,  examine  the  data  for  a  moment,  that  have 
been  furnished  by  gentlemen  who  maintain  its 
necessity.  Our  commercial  transactions,  says  one, 
have  increased  in  the  proportion  of  five  to  one 
since  the  establishment  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Money,  says  another,  is  but  of  half 
the  value  it  then  was.  Supposing  both  these 
statements  to  be  correct,  gentlemen  had  entirely 
lost  sight  of  a  most  material  consideration,  which 
ought  to  enter  into  the  estimate,  and  without 
which  their  estimate  could  not  possibly  be  cor- 
rect. In  the  year  1791  there  were  but  three  banks 
in  the  United  States ;  their  capitals  did  npt  alto- 
gether exceed  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  prob- 
ably did  not  amount  to  so  much.  Now,  there 
were  stated  to  be  two  hundred  and  sixty- two 
banks,  and  their  aggregate  capital  was  said  to  ex- 
ceed eighty  nullions  of  dollars.  If,  therefore,  our 
trade  had  increased  in  the  proportion  of  five  to 
one,  and  money  is  but  half  the  value,  the  bank 
capital  of  the  country  had  increasea  in  a  still 
greater  proportion ;  it  was  probably  at  this  time 
more  than  twenty  times  as  great  as  it  was  in 
1791.  It  was  perfectly  evident,  upon  the  gentle- 
'man^s  own  grounds,  that,  for  commercial  purpo- 
ses, no  additional  bank  capital  was  necessary, 
much  less  such  an  enormous  capital  as  was  pro- 
posed by  the  bill.  The  amount  of  capital,  indeed, 
was  upon  these  grounds  sufficient  of  itself  to  su- 
persede all  the  State  banks. 

That  such  an  amount  of  capital  was  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  an  uniform  medium 
of  circulation,  or  how  it  was  to  restore  the  depre- 
ciated paper  of  the  country  to  its  value,  gentle- 
men had  equally  failed  to  establish.  They  ought 
to  have  shown  us,  first,  what  amount  of  that  kind 
of  circulation  was  necessary,  and  how  it  was  to 
operate,  then  we  might  endeavor  to  ascertain 
what  amount  a  given  capital  was  capable  of  sup- 
plying. If  he  understood  correctly  the  statement 
made  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  re- 
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ported  the  bill,  he  had  himself  shown  that  his 
object  did  not  require  so  large  a  capital,  nor  any- 
thing like  it.  That  statement  would  show  that 
not  even  twenty  millions  were  requisite.  The 
banks  now  in  existence,  he  stated,  now  draw  an 
interest  upon  about  one  hundred  and  serenty 
millions,  of  which  about  forty  millions  are  in 
public  stock.  If,  as  he  had  stated,  they  would 
draw  in  ten  per  cent,  upon  that  amount,  say  ser- 
enteen  millions,  or  at  the  utmost  twenty-fire 
millions,  which  they  might  do  by  a  sale  of  their 
stock,  their  paper  woum  recover  a  par  (specie) 
▼alue.  Without  entering  at  all  into  an  ezami- 
DHiion  of  the  correctness  of  this  statement,  either 
as  to  the  matter  of  fact  or  the  hypothesis,  it  was 
stifficient  to  remark  that  in  substance  it  amounted 
to  this :  The  excess  of  circulation,  which  has 
caused  the  depreciation  of  bank  paper,  is  some 
where  between  serenteen  and  twenty-fire  mil- 
lions. Let  us,  said  Mr*  S.,  admit  this  to  be  true, 
can  it  then  be  necessary^in  order  to  effect  a  reduc- 
tion to  that  extent  of  between  serenteen  and 
twenty-fire  millions,  can  it  be  necessary  to  put 
in  operation  a  bank  of  thirtr-fire  millions  ?  It 
would,  of  course,  be  gorerned  by  the  same  com- 
mercial instinct  that  had  been  ascribed  to  the 
other  banks}  it  would  extend  its  business  for  the 
purposes  of  profit,  and  would  endeavor  to  create 
a  circulation  in  the  same  proportion  to  its  capi- 
tal. How  was  the  circulation,  thus  to  be  created, 
to  operate  ?  It  must,  he  said,  either  displace  the 
circulation  of  the  existing  banks,  to  a  much 
greater  extent  than  was  supposed  by  the  state- 
ment to  be  necessary,  or  it  must  be  added  to  that 
circrufaition,  and  in  either  way  it  would  be  inju- 
rious. In  the  one  case,  its  efiect  upon  the  State 
banks  was  too  evident  to  require  elucidation — in 
the  other,  it  would  only  aggravate  existing  evils 
by  increasing  the  supposed  excess. 

He  repeated,  there  was  nothing  in  the  bill  to 
save  this  bank  from  the  same  extremity  of  diffi- 
culty— from  bankruptcy^  if  gentlemen  choose  so 
to  term  it,  which  the  existing  banks  had  endured. 
He  did  not  mean,  however,  to  join  in  unqualified 
censure  of  the  State  banks,  much  less  did  he 
mean  to  censure  them  for  the  loans  which  the 
Gk)vernment,  and  the  public  sentiment  had  in 
some  instances  urged  them  to  make,  to  a  greater 
extent,  perhaps,  than  thev  ought  to  have  done^ 
and  niitch  ought  not  to  oe  indiscrimately  attri- 
buted to  interest  and  cupidity.  Neither  would 
he  insist  upon  their  adopting,  at  once,  measures 
tujurious  to  themsdves,  and  to  ail  who  were  in 
any  way  concerned  with  them.  These  institu- 
tions had  become  connected,  very  extensively, 
with  the  business  and  the  interests  of  the  com- 
munity. There  could  be  no  pressure  upon  them, 
that  would  not  press  with  still  greater  severity 
upon  the  people  in  a  great  variety  of  ways.  Give 
them  a  reasonable  time,  he  said,  if  they  will  not 
make  a  fair  effort,  then  coerce  them.  But  he 
was  extremely  unwilling  to  resort  to  a  very  donbt- 
fbl  experiment,  which,  if  it  did  not  succeed  as 
you  wished,  would  have  a  tendency  to  aggravate 
the  evil. 

If  the  State  banks  deserved  to  be  charged  i 


with  having  violated  their  engagements,  bow 
did  the  Government  stand  in  that  respect  7  Let 
the  Government  set  the  example  of  redeeming 
its  plighted  faith.  Was  the  public  creditor  in 
Philadelphia  paid  his  interest  during  the  war 
in  gold  and  silver  ?  No.  In  the  notes  even  of 
the  banks  in  Philadelphia  7  It  was  a  notorious 
fact,  that  one  quarter's  interest,  he  believed,  that 
which  accrued  the  first  of  January.  1815,  was 
paid,  in  part,  in  Baltimore  paper,  wnieh  at  that 
very  time  was  depreciated  five  or  six  per  cent, 
below  the  paper  of  Philadelphia.  Should  it  be 
said  the  Government  could  not  procure  gold 
and  silver?  Neither  could  the  banks  procure  it. 
Should  it  be  said,  the  Government  could  not  pro- 
cure Philadelphia  paper  7  They  might  have  ob- 
tained it  by  paying,  as  they  ought  to  have  done, 
the  diflbrence  in  value  between  the  Baltimore 
paper  and  the  Philadelphia  paper.  But  they  did 
not  do  so.  They  threw  the  loss  arising  from  the 
difference  upon  the  public  creditor  in  Philadelphia, 
and  a  part  of  the  loss  fell  upon  the  banks  in  Phil- 
adelphia, who  were  the  holders  of  public  debt. 
When  we  are  considering  the  conduct  of  the 
banks,  said  he^  we  ought  also  to  consider  whether 
justice  has  been  done  to  them.  Bat,  further,  did 
not  the  Government  in  that  transaction,  assist  in 
producing  the  excessive  issue  of  paper  now  com- 
plained of,  by  forcing  the  depreciated  Baltimore 
notes  upon  the  creditors  in  Philadelphia  7  Could 
they  be  ignorant,  that  paper  which  required  to 
be  so  forced,  must  be  excessive  7  With  sue  h  an  ex- 
ample of  the  Government,  countenancing  and 
assisting  excessire  issues,  it  would  not  hare  been 
at  all  surprising  if  the  banks  had  eren  gone  much 
further  than  they  did  go. 

With  regard  to  the  present  times,  he  said,  it 
appeared  to  him  the  Treasury  had  the  complete 
command  of  parments.  Let  the  Treasury  begin 
the  work,  and  the  payment  to  the  public  creditor 
go  hand'  in  hand  with  the  demand  upon  the  public 
debtors.  It  cannot  be  done  at  once,  but  if  the 
Government  had  the  power,  by  the  use  of  means 
so  simple,  to  restore  uniformity,  how  much  bet- 
ter and  safer  would  it  be  to  employ  that  power, 
than  to  put  in  operation  the  great  machine  con- 
templated by  this  bill,  which,  once  in  motion, 
would  be  beyond  their  control,  whatever  might 
be  its  effects* 

He  did  not,  he  said,  feel  inclined  to  grope  in 
the  dark  upon  a  measure  of  so  much  magnitude, 
and  so  douotful  a  nature.  He  could  not  consent 
to  commit  such  important  interests  upon  the  issue 
of  a  mece  experiment,  especially  when  he  saw, 
that  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  bringing  about 
the  payment  of  specie,  it  proposed  to  throw  into 
circulation  a  large  quantity  of  paper,  which  he 
perceived  from  the  state  of  existing  estaolishaients, 
formed  and  conducted  upon  the  same  principles, 
and  possessing  the  same  materials,  could  not  be 
redeemed  with  specie ;  and  whan,  of  course,  he 
was  warranted  in  believing  that  under  similiar 
circumstances,  if  they  should  again  occur,  it  must 
be  inrolved  in  precisely  the  same  difficulties. 

There  was  another  point  about  which,  he  said, 
there  ought  to  be  an  explicit  undersunding. 
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Wto  xhi»  to  be  m  commercial  bank,  or  a  Qovetn- 
meal  btok?  £Ls  did  not  inteird  at  present  to  ooo- 
aider  the  propriety  of  the  GoFernmeot'a  interfer- 
ence in  the  management  of  the  bank  by  appoint* 
ij9g  directors  and  president;  but  he  could  eon- 
oeive  no  reason  why  the  Groveroment  shoald 
become  a  partner  in  any  such  scheme. 

If  there  was  to  be  a  bank  at  aU,  it  was  necessary 
first  to  decide,  whether  it  is  to  be  a  specie  bank, 
or  a  paper  bank.  If  it  is  to  be  a  specie  bank,  he 
could  not  consent  to  any  bill  for  that  purpose, 
unless  it  oontaioed  such  provisions  as  would 
afford  a  reaaonat^e  certainty  that  it  would  at  all 
times  be. able  to  pay  specie;  not  a  mere  bank  of 
depositc,  for  at  this  time  of  day  we  could  not  ex- 
pect men  to  eo^rk  in  anything  so  limited  and 
unprodoctiv-e  3  but  if  it  is  to  conunence  its  opera-, 
tions  as  a  specie  bank,  and  afterwards  be  obliged 
to  suspend  the  payment  of  specie,  when  its  notes 
shall  havp  gone  extensively  ioto  circulation,  it 
will  produce  in  a  still  greater  degree  all  the 
consequences,  »o  strongly  described,  which  have 
followed  the  suspension  by  the  State  Institntioos. 
I  .should  very  much  prefer  a  plan  more  simple 
and  intelligible.  The  basis  of  it  should  be,  that 
the  bank  should  enter  into  no  engaffements  which 
there  was  a  doubt  of  iu  ability  toTolfil.  A  bank 
note  in  its  usual  form,  imports  an  engagement  to 
pay  specie,  and  if  the  bank  cannot  or  will  not 
pay  specie  for  it  when  demanded,  the  contract  is 
yioIat.ed.  The  bank  should,  therefore,  be  pro- 
liibited  from  issuing  such  notes  to  a  greater 
amount  than  it  actually  possessed  specie  to  pay. 
There  should  be  no  rislLof  breaking  its  faith.  If 
it  had  but  five  millions  of  specie,  notes  should 
-not  be  issued  to  a  greater  amount.  But  if  a 
larger  quantity  of  paper  were  necessary}  it  should 
be  of  a  difierenttorm  and  character,  importing 
upoii  the  face  of  it  .no  eiigi^emaot  to  pay  in- 
specie ;  certificates  of  credit,  for  instance,  receiv- 
aole  in  payments  to  the  baok  and  the  Govern- 
meot ;  their  final  redeinption  secured  by  stocky 
or  whatever  else  might  he  deeoted  an  adequate 
security.  Such  paper,  if  it  went  into  oif culation, 
would  go  into  circulation  Xairiy,  and  with  a  per* 
feot  understanding  of  its  nature.  There  would 
be  no.miflUke  about  it,  nor  any  danger  of  its  dis- 
honor. Every  engagement  Wi>uld  be  complied 
with.  Prior  to  the  month  of  August  1814,  it  was 
not  supposed  that  the  banks  had  not  beesi  con- 
ducted with  prudence,  aocordiog  to  the  usual 
rules  of  banking^  there  was. no  depreciation  of 
their  paper;  their  notes  were  in  the  ordinary 
acceptation  of  the  terms  specie  noiea.  The  very 
instant,  however,  a  state  of  things  arose  to-  create 
alaxm,  or  when,  from  whatever  «ause,  their  notes 
came  in  upon  them  in  unusual  qusntities,  they 
were  unable  to  proceed  in  specie  payments.  This 
bank  being  put  in  operation  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciples, most  run  the  same  course,  unless  its  man- 
agers should  practice  a  degree  of  sel^eniai  with- 
out exan^ple,  and  which  it  would  be  vain  toex- 
peot.  In  every  point  of  view,  it  appears  tome, 
that  if  this  bill  is  to  pass,  the  c^tal  of  twenty 
millions  will  be  amply  sufficient  for  every  purpose 
wiuck  the  supporters  of  it  have  in  viaw. 


Mr.  Randoij>b  rose  to  ask  two  questions ;  one, 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  the  other 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  First,  how  the 
paper  to  be  created  by  this  bank  will  correct  the 
vitiated  state  of  our  currency  1  and,  secondly,  how 
bank  notes  can  answer  the  purposes  of  a  circu- 
lating medium  better  than  Treasury  notes? 
Though  nOiSiickler  for  Treasury  notes,  Mr.  R. 
intimated  hi;!i  opinion  that  they  were,  in  time  of 
peace,  a  better  substitute  for  gold  and  silver  than 
any  paper  he  had  heard  yet  submitted.  Mr.  R. 
•added  some  incidental  observations,  amongst 
which  was  the  remark,  that  he  was  sorry  to  see 
the  apathy,  the  iistlessness,  on  this  subject;  on  a 
question  which,  if  it  passed,  would  perhaps  be 
the  most  important  decided  since  the  establish- 
iment  of  the  Constitution ;  and  that,  though  he 
agreed  fully  as  to  the  extent  of  the  existing  evil, 
the  remedy  bad  been  totally  misuiken,  d^. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  in  reply,  that  the  ffcntlemaa 
from  Pennsylvania  and  himself  only  differed  in 
premises,  not  in  their  conclusions;  and  then  an- 
swered, at  some  length,  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
SjsBO^NT.  Banks,  to  obtain  a  Curprofit,  ke  said, 
mast  discount  to  fifty  per  cent,  more  than  the 
amount  of  their  capital;  but  he  would  be  /willing 
they  should  not  be  allowed  to  issue  paper  to  an 
amount  beyond  one-ludf  their  capital.  He  had 
stated  that  the  banks  of  Columbia,  at  this  time, 
had  not  mora  than  two-fifths  of  their  capital  paid 
out  in  notes,  and  the  old  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  at  no  period,  had  out  more  than  ten  mil- 
lions of  notes ;  and  this  baook,  unless  it  should  sell 
its  stock,  could  only  do  business  to  the  extent  of 
the  cash  in  its  vaults.  Mr.  S.  protested  against 
the  attempt  at  dexterity  which  was  imputed  to 
him  bjr  Mr.RAMDOLTH.  He  had  distinctly  stated 
his  opmtons,  and  argued  fairly  ;  he  .had  asserted 
that  the  notes  of  this  bank  would  be  -every  wlieve 
better  than  Treasury  notes ;  but  it  was  on  the 
presumption  that  the  bank  would  redeem  iu  !»• 
sues  with  specie ;  aqd  he  repeated,  that  if  the  bank 
be  compelled  to  pay  specie  in  a  short  time,  as  he 
was  sure  it  would,  then  its  notes  would  beiu:eatlfr 
preferable  to  Treasury  notes,  whether  at  Boston 
or  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  Wabo,  of  Massachusetts,  hoped  theamend* 
ment  would  peevaiL  He  acknowledged  ^at,  in 
the  progressive  state  of  this  couatrv,  it  was  not 
very  important  whether  the  capital  was  thirty- 
five  or  twenty  millions i  the  Uitiex  amount  coitld 
be  used  with  nearly  as  much  efiect  forany  mis- 
chievous purpose  as. the  former ;  that  sum  would 
be  quite  sumoient  to  infiuence  the  destinies  of 
this  nation.  But  he  preferred  the  smaller  sum, 
because  he  believed  that  amount  large  enough  for 
every  commercial  purpose.  During  the  exist- 
ence of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  a  pe- 
riod of  very  great  cOmmeroial  activity,  that  in- 
stitution answered  all  the  demands  of'^  the  coun- 
try ;  and  he  was  confident  that  twenty  millions 
now,  in  addition  to  the  local  capital*  was  enough. 
Mr.  W.  defended  the  Boston  banks  from  tkt^ 
charge  of  deception,  in  promising  to  pay  specie 
without  doing. so.  They  had  not,  he  said,  broken 
their  faith  to  the  public,  and  any  man  could  there 
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obtain  specie  whenerer  he  presented  one  of  their 
notes  for  payment.  If  this  oank  is  to  pay  specie, 
said  Mr.  W.,  I  admit  that  it  will  b6  rery  useful; 
but  if  it  does  not,  its  notes  will  be  much  below 
Che  value  of  Treasurer  notes,  and  will  not  answer 
any  good  purpose.  lie  quoted  the  price  of  Treas- 
ury notes  at  aifferent  places,  and  detailed  the  rea- 
sons for  their  unequal  value ;  and  such,  he  said, 
would  be  the  condition  of  the  notes  of  a  National 
Bank,  unless  bottomed  and  conducted  on  a  specie 
capital.  To  expect  a  paper  of  unequal  value  to 
answer  the  purposes  of  a  general  medium,  would 
be  as  bad.  he  said,  as  to  expect  pieces  of  cloth  of 
different  lengths  to  cover  an  equal  space  of  ground 
in  every  part  of  the  country.  Mr.  W.  believed 
that  nothmg  but  mismanagement  had  caused  the 
inequality  in  the  value  of  Treasury  notes.  These 
notes  were  a  common  paper,  emanating  from  the 
trustees  of  the  people,  to  whom  all  the  people 
were  more  or  less  indebted,  and  this  paper  could 
only  have  been  depreciated  by  misconouct ;  which 
opinion  he  entered  into  some  details  to  prove. 

This  bank,  it  was  asserted,  would  remedy  the 
great  evil  now  existing  in  our  depreciated  cur- 
rency.  If  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Smith)  were  to  lay  down  before  him  a  machine, 
and  tell  him  it  would  fly,  the  gentleman  would 

Eardon  him  fur  saying  he  could  not  credit  it,  until 
e  showed  some  means  which  would  enable  it  to 
do  so.  So  it  was,  he  said,  with  the  bank  now 
under  consideration.  He  oeprecated  the  present 
state  of  things  as  much  as  any  one,  and  hoped  an 
adequate  remedy  would  be  provided.  The  Uni- 
ted States,  he  said,  lost  at  present,  by  the  depre- 
ciated currency,  more  per  annum  than  the  whole 
amount  derived  from  the  direct  tax  in  the  laree 
State  of  Maryland.  Such  an  evil  called  loudly 
for  a  remedy,  and  he  hoped  one  would  be  ap- 
plied ;  but  a  bank  on  the  plan  now  proposed  would 
disappoint  its  advocates,  and  fail  to  cure  the  evil. 
That  this  cure  would  be  complete  he  did  not, 
however,  expect  from  any  plan — some  inconve- 
nience would  attend  any  remedy ;  it  was  to  be 
expected,  like  the  amputation  or  a  limb  to  pre- 
serve life.  In  reply  to  an  assertion  made  in  the 
coarse  of  the  debate,  Mr.  W.  denied  that  the  banks 
had  loaned  the  Government  from  any  other  mo- 
tives than  those  of  gain.  Their  turn  had  been 
served,  he  said,  and  in  devising  the  plan  of  a 
National  Bank  he  should  not  be  influenced  by  any 
strong  regard  for  their  interest.  But  the  present 
question  was  on  reducing  the  amount  of  capital ; 
and  he  concluded  by  saying  that,  as  the  lar^r 
sum  would  increase  the  means  of  doing  mischief, 
and  the  smaller  would  be  sufficient  for  every  use- 
ful purpose,  he  should  vote  to  reduce  it  to  twenty 
millions. 

Mr.  Wright  made  a  few  remarks  against  the 
amendment.  In  former  times  a  capital  of  ten 
millions  was  found  necessary,  and  the  increased 
demands  of  the  country  would  certainly  require 
now  the  amount  proposed  b^  the  bill.  He  de- 
clined giving  at  present^  he  said,  any  opinion  on 
the  measure  itself;  but  if  a  banx  was  to  be  cre- 
ated, it  ought  not  to  be  less  than  thirty-five  mil- 
lions. 


Mr.  TocxER  saidj  that,  before  the  question  was 
taken,  be  would  offer  a  few  remarks  on  the  pro- 
priety of  rejecting  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man  from  l^nnsvlvania,  and  of  retaining  the 
amount  of  capital  which  formed  a  constituent 
part  of  the  plan  of  the  committee  that  reported 
the  bill.  He  would  not  enter  into  the  general 
question  at  this  time;  he  would  waive  all  inqui- 
ries, for  the  present,  into  the  constitutionality  of 
the  scheme,  and  into  the  policy  of  establishing  an 
institution  such  as  was  in  contemplation.  By  the 
amendment  proposed,  he  considered  it  to  be  ad- 
mitted that  a  bank  was  necessar]F,  and  that  a  con- 
siderable capital  would  be  required  to  effect  the 
important,  tne  essential  purposes  which  had  in- 
duced the  Committee  of  Finance  to  submit  to  the 
House  a  measure  of  so  much  magnitude  for  their 
adoption.  The  question  immediately  before  the 
House,  and  to  which  he  should  therefore  strictly 
confine  himself,  is  not  whether  this  institution 
shall  be  erected,  but  whether  the  capital  proposed 
be  too  great  to  accomplish  its  object. 

In  this  inquiry,  said  Mr.  T.,  1  shall  not  dwell 
upon  the  danger  of  the  bank  as  a  great  political 
engine,  because  I  am  inclined  to  believe  with  an 
honorable  gentleman  from  Yirginia,  that,  in  this 
point  of  view,  there  is  very  little  difference  be- 
tween a  bank  with  a  capital  of  twenty  millions, 
and  one  with  a  capital  of  thirty-five  millions. 
If  the  Imnk  can  be  used,  and  shall  be  used  as  an 
enzine  of  oppression,  the  smaller  sum  would  have 
little  to  recommend  it  in  preference  to  the  larger. 
VFe  should  scarcely  discern  the  difference  be- 
tween the  pressure  of  the  two,  distributed,  as  the 
capital  must  be,  through  all  the  States  of  the  con- 
tinent. If,  then,  gentlemen  are  averse  to  a  bank' 
with  thirty-five  millions  of  capital,  because  they 
conceive  it  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  coun- 
try, are  they  serious  in  declaring  that  they  are  in 
favor  of  such  an  institution  with  a  capital  of 
twenty  millions  ?  Have  they  shown  any  reason 
for  the  opinion  that  the  latter  will  not  be  inju- 
rious, if  the  former  will  prove  destructive ;  or  are 
we  to  understand  the  proposition  as  indicative  of 
a  disposition  hostile  to  the  institution  altogether, 
and  not  merely  hostile  to  the  bill  before  you,  be- 
cause of  the  exorbitant  capital  proposed  1  I  nope 
not.  Ghentlemen  assure  us  that  they  are  favora- 
ble to  the  establishment  of  a  bank  with  such  a 
capital,  and  on  such  principles  as  are  consistent 
with  the  general  welfare,  and  I  am  Willing  to 
place  all  proper  confidence  in  their  sincerity.  I 
must  suppose,  therefore,  that  they  rest  their  ob- 
jections to  the  amount  of  the  capital  on  other 
grounds  than  that  which  has  been  suggested,  since 
that  would  be  equally  fatal  to  every  such  institu- 
tion, whose  capital  was  at  all  calculated  to  effect 
the  ends  of  the  establishment. 

The  question  as  to  the  proper  extent  of  the  cap- 
ital, must  mainly  depend  on  the  result  of  an  in- 
quiry as  to  the  probability  of  a  bank  of  thirty-five 
millions  carrying  on  its  business  profitably  to  the 
stockholders.  If  the  proposed  bank  can  readily 
find  employment  for  the  whole  of  the  proposed 
eajpital,  there  can  be  no  reason  fbr  diminishing  it, 
with  a  view  to  the  profits  of  those  concerned. 
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That  raeh  will  be  the  ease  mast  readily  be  ad- 
iaitted,  when  we  refer  to  acknowledsfed  faets,  and 
apply  them  to  the  sitaatioa  io  whieh  this  iosti- 
tation  will  be  placed.  Of  the  amount  of  thirty- 
fire  millions,  twenty-eight  millioas  will  consist 
of  United  States'  stock,  earryinff  an  interest  of 
six  per  cent.,  and  thas,  of  itself,  affording  employ- 
ment for  80  much  of  the  capital ;  the  residue  of 
seren  millions,  distributed  throughout  the  Union, 
cannot  fail  to  find  employment.  Facts  within 
our  knowledge  furnish  the  best  test  on  this  sub- 

t'ect*  We  hare  been  told,  in  the  course  of  the  de- 
«te,  that  when  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  established,  there  was  only  one  other  bank  in 
existence  whose  capital  did  not  exceed  ^^00,000. 
Since  that  time  the  number  of  banks  has  increased 
to  upwards  of  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and  the  bank 
capital  to  more  than  eighty-two  millions.  Does 
not  this  fact  prore  the  readiness  with  which  bank 
capital  can  find  employment  among  us?  Does 
it  not  prore  that,  in  this  new  country,  which  is 
every  Jay  opening  to  the  population  new  occupa- 
tions for  capital— in  ajgriculture,  commerce,  and 
manufactures — there  is  no  diflScoIty  in  disposing 
of  real  or  fictitious  capital,  in  stimulating  the  ac- 
tive industry  of  the  nation  ?  Is  it  not,  indeed,  in 
strict  conformity  with  the  doctrines  of  all  politi- 
cal economists,  and  with  the  experience  of  every 
practical  man,  that,  in  all  new  and  growing  coun- 
tries, the  great  difficulty  is  not  to*  find  employ- 
ment for  capital,  but  to  supply  the  demand  for  iti 
Is  not  our  comparatively  high  interest  itself  an 
evidence  that,  notwithstanding  the  immense  in- 
crease of  capital,  the  demand  has  kept  pace  with 
the  increase  1  If,  as  has  been  justly  contended, 
the  rate  of  interest  is  ffoverned  by  the  proportion 
between  the  demand  for  capital  and  the  supply, 
the  rate  of  interest  here  proves  that  capital  has 
not  yet  equalled  that  proportion  to  the  demand 
which  exists  in  other  countries.  The  argument, 
then,  which  has  been  advanced  in  debate,  that 
we  cannot  require  so  large  a  capital,  because  that 
of  Great  Britain  is  not  as  great,  is  not  entitled  to 
much  consideration,  for  the  reasons  I  have  men- 
tioned. New  countries  always  require  a  greater 
capital,  in  proportion  to  their  actual  wealth  and 
population,  than  old  ones,  because  the  field  for  its 
employment  isalways  moreextended  intheformer 
than  in  the  latter.  And  if  the  question  as  to  the 
expediency  of  establishing  new  banks,  depended 
only  on  the  probability  of  their  finding  employ- 
ment for  their  capital,  none  could  doubt  the  pro- 
priety of  the  measure.  We  have,  indeed,  on  this 
subject,  a  test  whieh  rarely  errs.  Mercantile  men 
are  aware  that  additional  capital  can  be  employed 
in  banking,  with  great  advantage  to  the  bankers. 
They  form  a  class  of  our  population  which  is  pro- 
yerbially  said  to  understand  its  pecuniary  inter- 
ests, and  to  make  accurate  calculations  of  profit. 
These  and  others  are  everjrwhere  engaged  in  the 
effort  to  establish  new  banks.  In  New  York,  as 
I  have  understood,  it  is  contemplated  to  put  into 
activity  an  additional  bank  capital  of  fourteen 
millions.  In  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  efforts  have  been  lately  made  to  es- 
taUish  fifteen  new  banks,  with  a  capital,  I  pre- 


sume, of  about  seven  millions.  Do  not  theae 
things  prove  that  there  is  a  fair  prospect  of  pro- 
fit: and  that,  however  we  may  differ  as  to  the 
policy  of  increasing  those  establishments,  there  ia 
no  ground  for  supposing  they  will  find  diflicQitf 
in  employing  their  capital?  If  so,  I  think  we 
nuLj  reasonably  suppose  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  (of  whose  capital  twenty-eighl 
millions  will  be  at  once  actively  employed)  can 
readily  find  occupation  for  the  residue. 

Another  important  subject  of  inquiry,  in  rela* 
tion  to  the  extent  of  the  capital  of  the  proposed 
bank,  is  connected  with  a  supposed  probable  in- 
crease of  the  circulating  medium,  or  of  the  bank 
notes  in  circulation.  It  has  been  contended  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sat* 
GIANT,)  that  the  establishment  of  this  bank  would 
increase^  instead  of  diminishing,  the  evil  which 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  has 
so  ably  inveighed  against.  That  evil  is  the  sor* 
charged  state  of  the  circulation ;  and  the  idea 
seems  to  have  been  entertained,  that  the  issues  of 
the  United  States  Bank  will  further  "  suricharge 
it.'» 

If  this  argument  be  correct,  it  would  be  fatal 
to  a  bank  of  twenty  millions ;  nav,  to  every  bank 
that  can  now  be  established.  Will  the  gentleman 
then  urge  it,  when  he  professes  his  friendly  di»» 
position  to  the  establishment  of  a  bank  with  a 
smaller  capital  7  It  is,  however,  I  conceive,  an 
argument  at  variance  with  acknowledged  facta. 
It  is  not  true,  that  a  superabundant  paper  medium 
can  be  forced  into  circulation,  so  long  as  specie 
redemptions  are  preserved.  Bank  notes  cannot 
go  out,  unless  they  are  wanted,  so  long  as  the 
banks  redeem  them  when  demanded.  It  is  an 
aphorism  among  political  economists,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  surcharge  the  circulation  whilst 
specie  is  the  basis  of  that  circulation.  The  truth 
is  self-evident, 'and  has  been  happily  illustrated 
by  the  celebrated  author  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations, 
who  has  remarked,  that  the  channel  of  circula- 
tion can  only  contain  a  certain  quantity,  and  if 
more  be  attempted  to  be  poured  into  it,  it  will 
flow  back  upon  its  source.  I  am  ready  to  admit, 
that  unlimited  and  blind  confidence  in  banking 
institutions  may  sometimes  enable  them  to  over- 
deal  }  but  I  need  not  stop  to  show  that  no  such 
blind  confidence  now  exists,  or  is  likely  to  pre- 
vaiL 

The  danger  of  a  surcharged  circulation,  when 
specie  redemption  shall  have  been  resumed,  seems 
then  to  be  visionary.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  will  either  be  unable  to  send  its  notes  into 
circulation,  or  it  will  drive  in  a  part  of  the  notes 
of  the  State  banks.  That  the  former  will  not  be 
difficult,  erery  day's  experience  demonstrates. 
Every  bank  that  is  established,  soon  finds  means 
to  push  out  as  much  paper  as  its  business  requires. 
Why,  therefore,  should  we  believe  for  a  moment, 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  whose  paper 
will  be  desirable  for  so  many  reasons,  will  find 
that  an  insuperable  barrier,  whilch  is  so  easily 
surmounted  by  others?  If,  as  has  been  shown, 
it  can  lend  its  capital,  its  borrowers  will  circulate 
its  paper,  and  the  natural  effect  will  be  to  dimia- 
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isiiia  properiion  to  tke-ciroulation  of  the  paper 
of  ihe  Stale  backs.  But  this  efiect  will  be  pro- 
duced without  an  injury  to  them.  It  is  an  error 
to  suppose  that  the  business  of  a  bank  is  always 
neasared  by  the  quantity  of  its  paper  in  «ircula- 
tioo.  It  rarely  happens  thajt  any  bank  has  notes 
in  circulation  equal  to  the  amount  of  its  actual 
eapital^  and  it  is  notorious,  that  they  aometimes 
^«w  interest  upon  twice  the  amount  of  the  paper 
which  they  hare  afloat.  Having  risen,  withoat 
pteparatioU)  merely  to  reply  to  some  of  the  atgu- 
ments  that  have  been  used  by  gentlemen,  I  am 
ttiipiOTided  with  the  estimate  lately  published  of 
(he  state  of  the  Philadelphia  banks.  If  I  am  not 
mistaken,  the  amount  oi  notes  discounted,  Qov- 
etnment  stock,  ^.,  on  which  they  drew  interest, 
tffas  nearly  three  times  as  freat  as  their  notea 
in  circulation.  I  bare  belore  me  a  statement 
of  the  banks  of  this  District,  whoee  issues 
h«Te  been  generally  deemed  more  exoessire 
than  those  ofany  other  place  From  this  I  find, 
thai  whilst  their  actual  capital  somewhat  exceeds 
the  sum  of  $3,000,000,  their  notes  in  circulation 
are  only  $2,094,000;  and  whilst  the  same  insti- 
tutions hare  lent  out  in  discounted  notes  and 
Oovemment  stock  $6,280,000,  their  notes  in  cir- 
euiation  have  not  exceeded  $2,096^000  $  which  is 
about  one-third  o$  the  sum  on  which  th«y  are 
making  a  profit.  Here,  thra,  we  have  decisive 
evidence  of  wbat  every  man  at  all  acquainted 
with  banking  transactions  must  know,  that  the 
profits  of  banks  cannot  fairly  be  measured  by  the 
amount  of  their  notes  in  oiraulation.  The  same 
saatemeat  furnishes  still  more  decisive  evidence. 
While  the  Bank  of  Columbia  has  lent  to  Gov- 
ernment and  to  individuals  much  more  than  twice 
the  amount  of  their  capital,  to  wit,  about  (I|900,- 
000,  it  has  in  circulation  only  $336,800,  or  about 
dne-sixth  of  the  amount  of  its  loans  t  whereas  the 
Union  Bank,  for  instance^  has  lent  to  Govern- 
ment and  inaividuals  much  less  than  twice  the 
amount  of  iu  oapiul,  to  wit,  only  $736,900,  and 
has  in  circulaiioa  more  than  $427,000,  largely 
Upwards  of  one-half  the  amount  of  its  loans;  from 
which  it  is  evident  that  the  Bank  of  Colombiaf 
whilst  it  has  the  smallest. amount  in  circulation, 
has  proportionably  the  largest  capiul  at  interest, 
and  IS,  of  course,  making  the  largest  pitofit. 

These  statements,  are  furnished,  not  as  afford- 
ing a  test  of  the  comparative  merits  of  these  insti<' 
tutions,  butDfterely  to  establish  what  I  think  they 
unequivocally  prove,  that  the  profits  of  bank«  bear 
no  direct  ratio  to  the  amount  of  their  notes  in 
eiMulation,  and  that  it  is  not  fair  to  conclude 
that  the  United  States  Bank  will  injure  the  State 
banks  generally,  by  reducing  the  amount  of  their 
circulating  paper. 

I  must  not,  however,  be  understood  to  contend 
that  the  establishment  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
if  ita  effects  are  to  re-establish  the  specie  basis  for 
our  circulation,  will  not  reduce  the  profits  ofany 
of  the  banks.  It  doubtiess  will  and  ought  to  re- 
duce the  profiu  of  those  which  have  over  dealt. 
Those  profits  havje  been  too  large  just  so  £ac  as 
the  banks  have  been  guilty  of  overdealing.  They 
noght  to  he  corrected,  but  it  will  be  the  resnming 


of  the  nayment  of  specie  throogh  tjie  operation 
of  the  iTnited  States  Bank,  which  will  correct 
them.  If  this  bank  were  to  go  into  operation  on 
any  other  than  a  specie  basis,  the  issue  of  its  notes 
would  not  affect  the  profits  of  the  State  banks. 
It  is  not  then  the  eoinpetition  of  their  notos  for 
the  circulation,  but  the  necessity  of  specie  pay- 
ments that  will  compel  them  to  eurtaU  their  dis- 
counts and  reduce  their  profits.  This  is  as  it 
should  be ;  the  effect  upon  the  State  banks  will 
be  wholesome  and  salutary.  Whil^  the  profits 
of  some  are  reduced,  those  of  others  will  be  en* 
creased  by  the  operation  of  a  National  Bank  upon 
the  national  currency.  Whibt  some  muat  cur- 
tail their  business,  to  meet  the  demands  of  specie, 
others,  which  are  now  restrained,  because  specie 
redemption  is  confined  to  themselves,  will  be  once 
more  enabled  to  enlarge  their  business  to  its  ac- 
customed extent.  Gentlemen  from  the  Eastern 
States,  I  should  imagine,  are  therefore  peculinrljf 
interested  in  the  measure,  because  it  is  so  esii- 
nently  calculated  to  reproduce  that  equalization 
of  profits  among  the  banks  which  has  for  soma 
time  been  suspended,  much  to  their  disadvantage. 

It  will  be  observed  that  I  have  throughout  pro- 
ceeded upon  the  idea  that  this  bank  is  always  to 
redeem  its  paper  with  specie.  A  specie  basis  is 
the  only  true  foundation  of  all  banking.  Any 
other  will  be  found  delusive  and  destructive* 
The  committee  therefore  had  taken  a  precaution 
which  seemed  to  have  escaped  the  observation  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ser- 
geant.) That  gentleman  has  asked  wliat  grenter 
security  we  have  for  the  payment  of  specie  by 
this  bank  than  by  others  ?  1  answer,  that  it  is  a 
condition  of  their  charter.  It  is  expressly  pro- 
vided by  that  charier  that  they  shall  not  at  any 
time  suipend  specie  payments  without  authority 
so  to  do.  If  they  do,  their  charter  is  violated— it 
is  void.  For  my  own  part,  as  a  member  of  the 
committee  who  reported  this  bill,  I  was  disposed 
^  to  make  assumnee  doubly  sore,  end  take  a  bond 
of  fate,"  by  an  express  provision  that  the  charter 
should  be  void  if  they  su^nded  specie  payment. 
Professional  i^entlemen,  however,  on  the  commit- 
tee^ and  among  othersi  if  I  mbtake  not,  the  able 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hopi^issoh,) 
believed  such  a  clause  unioipbrtant,  bacause  it 
was  necessarily  toplied  tn  the  condition  attached 
to  the  charter  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill.  It  is 
then  an  essential  part  of  the  system  that  the  hank 
should  redeem  its  notes  in  specie.  I  would  never 
ffive  my  vote  to  any  bank  of  another  character. 
We  have  then  in  this  bank  an  assnraaoe  of  spe* 
cie  payipent  not  afiforded .  by  others,  except  per- 
haps by  those  of  the  Eastern  Stales.  Of  this 
much  we  are  assured,  that  as  soon  as  it  ceases  to 
he  a  specie  bank,  it  ceases  to  exist,  so  that  we  are 
in  no  danger  of  encoonterins^  the  evil  which,  ibe 
gentleman  appears  to  apprehend. 

But  the  same  gentleman  appears  to  suppose 
that  the  contemplated  bank  will  be  enabled  to 
pay  specie  because  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvsaia,  hav- 
ing its  capital  in  specie  and  United  States  stock, 
in  equal  |)roportiotts  with  those  proposed  by  this 
biU»  finds  itaelf  without  the  power  of  meeting  its 
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«ogig^n9Dt8.  I  cannot  advuit  the  analogy  con- 
tended for.  Though  the  proportion  of  specie  to 
Hock  may  be  the  same,  yet  the  amoMot  of  specie 
capital  in  this  hank  will  he  so  much  greater,  as  to 
add  to.  its  capacity  to  keep  its  notes  In  circalation. 
Bat  this  is  not  w  only  reason.  The  Bank  of 
Pennsyl?ania  has  already  in  circulation  a  vast 
deal  of  paper,  with  only  a  small  amount  of  specie 
in  their  vaults.  Were  they  to  commence  specie 
payments,  their  notes  would  return  upon  them 
fur  payment,  to  the  imminent  danger  or  the  bank, 
unless  they  should  previously  adopt  the  precau- 
tionary jmeasares  in  their  power.  But  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  when  it  goes  into  operation, 
will  have  its  $1,400^000  of  specie.,  without,  a  note 
in  circulation.  In  issuing  their  ipaper  they  will 
begoveirned  by  circtunstances^  and  should  it  re- 
iiirn  upon  them  too  rapidly  for  specie  they-  will 
at  once  lessen  the  qunntity  thrown  into  circula- 
tion. There  is  then  all  the  4i^<$'cnce  between 
the  situation  of  the  two  banks  that  may  xeasou- 
ably  be  expected  between  two  concernau  one  of 
which  is  just  coiQiQeAciog.  business)  while  the 
other  is  deeply  involved,  and  supposed  to  be  un- 
able to  pieet  the  just  demands  of  its  creditors. 
Thus  we  see,  that  whilst  the  Bank  of  Pennsyl- 
vania is  neither  bound  to  pay  s|i6cie  by  the  con- 
ditions of  its  charter,  nor  able  at  once  to  redeem 
its  notes,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will  be 
able  and  obliged  to  ijoake  gold  and  silver  ^the  basis 
of  its  circulation. 

Mr.  TuGKSR  concluded  his  remarks  by  ahortly 
recapitulating  the  grounds  which  he  had  attempted 
to  maintain.  He  had  endeavored  to  show  that 
a  capital  of  thirty*five  millions  would  readily  find 
employments  that  the  proposed  bank  would  not 

.  atill  further  surcharge  the  circ(ilatioihas  had  been 
contended ;  that  th#establlshment  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  would  not  iigure  the  State 
banksy  though  he  admitted  the  resuming  of  spe- 
cie payments  would  necessarily  reduce  the  prolits 
of  isome  of }  them  $  and  that  this  bank  would  be 
bound  hy  ita  charter,  and  enabled  bv  its  funds*  lo 
rest  its  circulation  upon  ,the  solid  foundation  of 

.  a  .specie,  basis.    He  hoped,  ih^efore  the  amend- 

<  >went  proposed  would  be  xejected. 


fm 


Wl^ONBeDAT,  February ;  28. 

. .  A  message  from  the  Sctoate  informed  the  House 
thai t  the  Senate  have  mtssed  a  bill  ^concerning 
.field  officers  of  the  militia  s"  also  abill  '^  for  the 
relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt  and  John  Dennis  j"  in 
which  they  ask  the  opncurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  JoimnoN,  of  Keotocky,from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Afiairs,  reported  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  ''for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
William  Lawrence,  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers,and  privates, composing  thegarrison  of  Fort 
Bowyer,  in  the  year  1814,"  without  amendment; 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  JoBNSOM,  of  Kentucky,  ixom  theiBommit- 
tee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  theSen- 
ajte,  "lelative  to  evidence  in  cases  of  natorali- 
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nation,"  reported  the  same  with  ameodmentff ; 
which  were  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  the  third  tinie 
to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pajiris,  the  Presidetit  .of  ibe 
United  States  was  requested  to  cause.  tohe..lJ|^ 
before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  .nuoaber -of 
impressed  American  seamen  confined  in  Dart- 
moor prison  i  the  number  fiurrendered,  given  up. 
or  taken  from  on  board  of  British  vessels  captuf  ed 
daring  the  late  war;  together  with  their  pieces 
of  residence,  re^pejctively. 

:Mr.  Parris  and  Mr.  Tatg  were  appoiitted.  a 
ppmmitt^e  to  present,  the  said  resolution  to  the 
President. 

Mr.  CoKDicT  subtnitted  the  following  r^^u- 
lion^  which  was  read  : 

Resolvcdf  That«  hr  tha  i«sidne  of  the  session«.after 
the  first  dsy  of  March  next,  the  stated  hour  of  meeting 
of  this  House  shall  be  10  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  VixginlBy  moved  to  amend  the 
said  resolution  by  adding  thereto  the  following : 

And  the  hour  of  adjoummenta  &^e  in  the  afierooon 
of  each  day. 

Whereupon,  the  said  resolution  and  amend- 
ment were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PUBLIC  EXPENDITURES. 

Mr.  Tucker  submitted  the  following  proposi- 
tion to  amend  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of 
the  House;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table : 

lUsolved,  That  the  following  standing  eommittees 
be  appointed  to  serve  during  the  present  Congress, 
and  that  hereafter,  at  the  commencement  of  the  first 
session  in  each  Congress,  like  committees  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, whose  duties  diall  continue  until  die  first 
session  of  the  ensuing  Congress : 

A  Committee  on  so  much  of  the  Public  Aeoonats 
and  Ezpenditnres  as  relate  to  the  D^iaitment  of 
State. 
<  A  Committee  on  -so. much  'Of  the  Public  Acoecmts 
and;  Eipenditnres  ae  relate  tfr;thn  ToBasnry  Peport- 
ment. 

A  CoBuaittee.  on  soi.mnch  of  Ibe  PMio  AcAAtats 
and  ]^zpMidit«res .  as  .  rs}^  to  the  Qepar^qoaatjof 
War. 

A  Commtittee  on  ao  omcb  of  the  |^hlie:AiQCViwtB 
and  Expenditures  as.ie]|te.  to.the  Departm(Gint-ef  the 

Navy. 

A  Committee  on  so  much  of  the  Public  Aj^iute 
and  Expenditures  as  relate  to.  the  Post  Office  i,  and 

A  Committee  on  so  much  of  the  Public  Aoc^^u^ 
and  Expenditures  as  relate  to  the  Public  Buildings. 

The  said  committees  shall  consist  of  three  members 
each,  and  shall  at  all  times  have  leave  to  meet  during 
the  session  of  the  House. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  eommitlees  to  examine  < 
into  the  state  of  the  accounts  and  expenditores,  re- 
spectively sabmitted  to  diem,  and  to  aaqniie  and  isport 
paitmlarly — 

Whether  the  expenditsres  of  the  leiqiective  Depert- 
mente  are  justified  by  law ; 

Whether  the  claims  fimn  time  totime  patiafied  ifnd 
discharged  by  the  reiqpecttve  Departments  aie.^ip- 
ported  by  sufficient  ▼ouchers,  establishing  their,j}^ 
ness  both  as  to  their  character  and  amoitnt ; 

Whether  auch. elfins  heif a  been  Hk^fofffii  ffi4rOf 
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Um  funds  ftppropriftted  therefor,  end  whether  all  mo- 
neys ha^e  been  disbnned  in  oonformity  with  appro- 
pnation  laws ;  and 

Whether  any  and  what  prow ieions  are  necewaiy  to 
be  adopted  to  proride  more  perfectly  for  the  proper' 
application  of  the  public  monejre*  and  to  aecure  the 
WTetnment  from  demands  unjust  in  their  diaracter 
or  eztrayagant  in  their  amounts. 

AimI  it  diall  moreoYer  be  the  duty  of  the  said  com- 
niittees  to  report,  from  time  to  time,  whether  any  and 
what  retrenchments  can  be  made  in  the  expeniUtures 
of  the  sevoal  Debartments,  without  detriment  to  the 
public  service ;  whether  any  and  what  'abuses  at  any 
time  exist  in  the  failure  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
moneys  which  m«y  be  due  to  the  Umted  States  from 
public  defaulters  or  others,  and  to  report,  from  time  to 
time,  such  provisions  and  srrangements  as  may  be 
necessaiyto  add  to  the  economy  of  the  several  Depart- 
ments and  the  accountability  of  their  officers. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Bank  bill.  Mr.  Sergeant's  motion  to 
reduce  the  proposed  capital  to  twenty-fire  mil- 
lions being  yet  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Webster  first  addressed  the  House.  He 
regretted  the  manner  in  which  this  debate  had 
been  commenced  on  a  detached  feature  of  the  bill, 
and  not  a  ^estion  afiecting  the  principle ;  and 
expressed  his  fears  that  a  week  or  two  would  be 
lost  in  the  discussion  of  this  question,  to  no  pur- 
pose, inasmuch  as  it  might  ultimately  end  in  the 
rejection  of  this  bill.  He  proceeded  to  reply  to 
the  arguments  of  the  advocates  of  the  bill.  It  was 
a  mistaken  idea,  he  said,  which  he  bad  heard  ut- 
tered on  this  subject,  that  we  were  about  to  reform 
the  national  currency.  No  nation  had  a  better 
currency,  he  said,  than  the  United  States  |  there 
was  no  nation  wnich  had  guarded  its  currency 
with  more  care ;  for  the  framers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  those  who  enacted  the  early  statutes  on 
this  subject,  were  hard-money  men ;  they  had  fdt, 
and  therefore  duty  appreoiatad  the  evils  of  a  paper 
medium ;  they  therefore  sedulously  guarded  the 
currency  of  the  United  States  from  debasement. 
The  legal  currency  of  the  United  States  was  gold 
and  silver  coin.  This  was  a  subject  in  regard  to 
which  Congress  had  run  into  no  folly. 

What,  them  he  asked^was  the  present  evil? 
Having  a  perfectly  sound  national  currency — and 
the  Government  nave  no  power,  in  fact,  to  make 
anything  else  current  but  gold  and  silver — there 
had  grown  up  in  different  States  a  currency  of 
paper  issued  bv  banksj  setting  out  with  the  prom- 
ise to  pay  gold  and  silver,  which  they  had  been 
wholly  unable  to  redeem.  The  consequence  was, 
that  there  was  a  mass  of  paper  afloat,  of  perhaps 
fifty  millions,  which  sustained  no  immediate  rela- 
tion to  the  legal  currency  of  the  country— a  paper 
which  will  not  enable  any  roan  to  pay  money  he 
owes  to  his  neighbor,  or  his  debts  to  the  Govern- 
ment. The  banks  bad  issued  more  money  than 
they  could  redeem,  and  the  evil  was  severely  felt. 
Mr.  W.  declined  occupying  the  time  of  the  House 
to  prove  that  there  was  a  depreciation  of  the  paper 
in  circulation ;  the  legal  standard  of  value  was 
gold  and  silver ;  the  relation  of  paper  to  it  proved 


its  state,  and  the  rate  of  its  depreciation.  Gold 
and  silver  currency,  he  said,  was  the  law  of  the 
land  at  home,  and  the  law  of  the  world  abroad; 
there  could,  in  the  present  state  of  the  world^  be 
no  other  currency.  In  consequence  of  the  ina- 
mense  paper  issues  having  banished  specie  from 
circulation,  the  Government  had  been  obliged,  in 
direct  violation  of  existing  statutes,  to  receive  the 
amount  of  their  taxes  in  something  which  was 
not  recognised  by  law  as  the  money  of  the  coun- 
try, and  which  was,  in  fact,  greatly  depreciated. 
This  was  the  evil. 

As  to  the  conduct  of  the  banks,  Mr.  W.  said  he 
would  not  examine  whether  the  great  advances 
they  had  made  to  th^  Government  during  the 
war  were  right  or  wrong  in  them,  or  whether  it 
was  right  or  wrong  in  the  €k>vernment  to  accept 
them ;  but  since  the  peace,  he  contended,  their 
conduct  had  been  wholly  uniustifiabie,  as  also 
had  that  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  them.  It 
had  been  suppoaed  the  banks  would  have  imme- 
diately sold  out  the  stocks,  with  which  they  had 
no  business,  and  have  fulfilled  their  engagements ; 
but  public  expectation  had  in  this  respect  been 
disappointed.  When  this  happened.  Mr.  W.  con- 
tinued, the  Government  ought,  by  the  use  of  the 
means  in  its  power,  to  have  compelled  the  banks 
to  return  40  their  specie  payments.  In  his  opin- 
ion. Mr.  W.  said,  any  remedv  now  to  be  applied 
to  this  evil,  must  be  applied  to  the  depreciated 
mass  of  paper  itself;  it  must  be  some  measure 
which  would  give  heat  and  life  to  this  mortified 
mass  of  the  body  politic.  The  evil  was  not  to  be 
remedied  by  introducing  a  new  paper  circulation; 
there  could  be  no  such  thing,  he  showed  by  a  va- 
riety of  iilustrations,  as  two  media  in  circulation, 
the  one  credited  and  the  other  discredited.  All 
bank  paper,  he  argued,  derives  its  credit  solely 
from  irs  relation  to  gold  and  silver;  and  there 
was  no  remedy  for  the  state  of  depreciation  of 
the  paper  curreocv  but  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments.  If  all  the  propertjr  of  the  United  States 
was  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  these  fifty  mil- 
lions of  paper,  it  would  not  thereby  be  brought  up 
to  par ;  or,  if  it  did,  that  would  happen  which  had 
never  yet  happened  in  any  other  country.  An 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  he  added,  would  have  no 
better  effect  than  the  establishment  of  a  new  bank 
paper.  He  illustrated  this  general  position  hj  re- 
ferring to  a  period  anterior  to  the  time  of^  the 
reformation  of  the  coin  of  England,  when  the  ex- 
isting coin  had  been  much  debased  bv  clipping, 
dbc.,  which  had  created  much  alarm.  An  attempt 
had  been  made  to  correct  the  currency  thus  viti- 
ated, by  throwing  a  quantity  of  sound  coin  into 
circulation  with  the  debased ;  the  result  was,  that 
the  sound  coin  disappeared,  was  hoarded  up,  be- 
cause^more  valuable  than  that  of  the  same  nom- 
inal value  which  was  in  general  circulation. 

The  establishment  of  a  National  Bank  not  being 
in  his  opinion  the  proper  remedy,  he  proceeded  to 
examine  what  is.  The  solvency  or  the  banks 
was  not  questioned.  There  could  be  no  doubt, 
he  said^  if  the  banks  would  unite  in  the  object, 
they  might  In  three  weeks  resume  the  payment 
of  specie,  and  render  the  adoption  of  any  measure 
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by  this  Hoose  wholly  unnecessary.  The  banks, 
he  said,  were  making  eztraragant  profits  out  of 
the  present  state  of  thinffs,  which  ought  to  be 
curtailed.  He  referred,  for  illustration  of  this 
point,  to  the  state  of  the  Bank  of  Pennsylrania, 
•8  exhibited  in  the  return  to  the  Legislature  of 
that  State,  which  with  a  capital  of  $2,500,000  bad 
done  a  discount  business  of  $4,138,000,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  held  $1,811,000  of  United  States 
stock ;  so  that,  without  taking  into  account  a  mass 
of  Treasury  notes,  real  estate,  d;c..  that  bank  was 
receiving  interest  on  six  and  a  half  'millions^ 
nearly  three  times  the  amount  of  its  capital.  This 
he  considered  an  extraordinary  fact.  That  bank 
had  been  pronounced  by  the  Legislature  to  be  in 
'*a  flonrishiog  state."  It  was  so  to  the  stock- 
holders in  the  bank,  he  doubted  not ;  but  how  was 
it  to  those  who  were  affected  by  the  depreciation 
of  it— to  the  man  who  comes  into  an  office  for 
life,  and  relinquishes  all  his  prospects  and  profits 
for  a  fixed  salary,  not  to  be  diminished  dorinff  his 
continuance  in  office ;  to  the  poor  pensioner  whose 
woonds  received  in  his  country's  service  are  yet 
bleeding? 

These  banks  not  emanating  from  Congress 
what  engine  were  Congress  to  use  for  remedying 
the  existing  evil  ?  Their  only  legitimate  power, 
he  said,  was  to  interdict  the  paper  of  sucb  banks 
as  do  not  pay  specie  from  being  received  at  the 
custom-boose.  With  a  receipt  of  forty  millions  a 
year,  Mr.  W.  said,  if  the  Government  was  faith- 
inl  to  itself  and  to  the  interests  of  the  people,  they 
could  control  the  evil;  it  was  their  duty  to  make 
the  effort;  they  should  have  made  it  long  ago, 
and  they  ought  now  to  make  it.  The  evil  grows 
every  day  worse  by  indulgence.  *  If  Congress  did 
not  now  make  a  stand,  and  stop  the  current  whilst 
they  might,  would  they,  when  the  current  grew 
stronger  and  stronger,  hereafter  do  it?  If  this 
Congress  should  adjourn  without  attempting  a 
remedy^  he  said,  it  would  desert  its  duty. 

If  this  bank  were  calculated  to  do  good  at  all, 
Mr.  W.  contendedw  it  was  only  as  an  agent  of  the 
revenue  officers  of  the  Qovernment.  As  a  bank 
establishment  for  ordinary  banking  purposes,  what 
would  be  its  operation  ?  If  this  were  to  be  a  spe- 
cie bank,  it  would  go  into  operation  at  Philadel- 
phia ;  would  promise  but  little,  but  would  perform 
all  its  promises;  independent  of  its  connexion 
with  the  €h>vernment,  it  would  not  be  able  to  get 
its  notes  into  circulation ;  nobody  would  borrow 
of  it;  it  would  operate  merely  as  a  bank  of  de- 
posite.  All  its  transactions  would  be  confined  to 
the  negotiation  of  paper  for  merchants,  to  enable 
them  to  anticipate  for  a  short  time  so  much  of 
their  income  as  was  necessary  to  pay  their  bonds 
for  duties  on  importations;  and  so  far,  but  no 
farther,  it  would  have  a  positive  good  operation. 
But,  as  a  measure  to  supply  a  remedy  for  the  dis- 
orders of  our  currency,  Mr.  W.  arg^ued,  this  bank 
would  be  of  no  efficacy ;  because,  if  he  were  not 
mistaken  in  his  views,  its  bills  would  have  but  a 
very  limited  circulation. 

As  to  the  evil  of  the  present  state  of  things,  Mr. 
W.  admitted  it  in  its  fullest  extent.  If  he  was 
not  mistaken,  there  were  some  millions  in  the 


Treasury  of  paper,  which  were  nearly  worthless, 
and  were  now  wholly  useless  to  the  Qovernment, 
by  which  an  actual  loss  of  considerable  amount 
must  certainly  be  sustained  by  the  Treasury. 
This  was  an  evil  which,  he  said,  ought  to  be  met 
at  once,  because  it  would  grow  greater  by  indul- 
gence. '  In  the  end,  the  taxes  must  be  paid  in  the 
le^l  money  of  the  country,  and  the  sooner  that 
was  brought  about  the  better.  Such  was  the 
operation  of  the  present  state  of  the  circulating 
medium,  he  proceeded  to  show,  that  the  duties 
laid  by  the  united  States  were  at  a  rate  ten  per 
cent,  higher  in  Boston  than  in  Baltimore,  and  in 
Baltimore  higher  than  in  Washington,  ^.  If 
Congress  were  to  pass  forty  statutes  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  said,  they  would  not  make  the  law  more 
conclusive  tnan  it  now  was,  that  nothing  should 
be  received  in  payment  of  duties  to  the  Govern- 
ment but  specie ;  and  yet,  no  regard  was  paid  to 
the  imperative  ini unctions  of  the  law  in  this  re- 
spect. The  whole  strength  of  the  Gkivernment, 
he  was  of  opinion,  ought  to  be  put  forth  to  com- 
pel the  payment  of  the  duties  and  taxes  to  Gov* 
ernment  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  country. 

In  regard  to  the  plan  of  this  proposed  bank, 
Mr.  W.  said  he  would  consent  to  no  bank  which 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  was  not  a  specie  bank; 
and  in  that  view  he  was  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
amendment.  He  expressed  some  alarm  at  the 
stock  feature  of  the  bank,  which  would  enable 
and  might  induce  the  existing  bank  corporations 
to  come  forward  and  take  up  the  whole  stock  of 
this  National  Bank.  He  should  be  glad  to  see  a 
bank  established,  he  observed,  in  the  course  of  his 
remarks  on  this  point,  which  would  command  the 
solid  capital  of  the  country.  There  were  men, 
he  said,  of  wealth  and  standing,  who  would  em- 
bark their  funds  in  a  bank  constituted  on  com- 
mercial specie  principles,  but  who  would  not 
associate  in  such  an  institution  with  the  stock- 
holders in  the  country,  any  more  than  a  good 
currency  would  associate  with  a  bad  one.  A 
'National  Bank,  he  said,  ought  to  be  regarded,  not 
as  the  power  to  rectify  the  present  state  of  the 
currency,  but  as  a  means  to  aid  the  Government 
in  the  exercise  of  its  power  in  this  respect.  He 
concluded  his  remarks,  by  saying  that  the  power 
of  the  Government  must  be  exercised  in  some 
way.  and  that  speedily,  or  evils  wonld  result,  the 
extent  of  which  he  would  not  attempt  to  describe. 

Mr.  Cdtbbirt  followed  in  opposition  to  the 
proposed  amendment,  though,  he  remarked,  there 
were  few  of  the  positions  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  in  which  he  did  not  concur,  with- 
out agreeing,  with  him,  however,  in  his  results. 
In  reply  to  his  objection  to  the  stock  feature 
of  the  bank,  as  forming  an  obstacle  to  its  pay- 
ing specie,  Mr.  C.  argued  that  it  would  have  a 
contrary  effect.  Thus :  that  to  become  and  re- 
main a  specie  bank,  the  institution  must  be  slow 
in  its  operations,  and  the  directors  and  stock- 
holders be  content  with  small  gains  on  their  cap- 
ital ;  that  the  interest  they  would  draw,  of  six 
per  cent,  on  the  stock  part  of  their  capital,  would 
aid  them  in  this  course,  and  induce  them  to  be 
Atiified  with  less  gains  in  the  way  of  discounts, 
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&c.  In  opposiuon  to  the  propoial  to  reduce  the 
capital  of  the  hank,  he  tooc  for  his  groandwork 
•two  facts  which  would  not  be  questioned.  First, 
that  this  is  a  growing  nation  in  population,  re- 
sources, wealth,  and  commerce.  Secondlfi  that 
there  is,  from  the  nature  of  thin^  an  absolute 
uncertainty  as  to  the  quantity  of  capital  which 
may  be  required,  and  the  extent  of  the  business 
which  may  be  done  by  a  National  Bank.  He 
argued)  from  these  positions,  that  the  bank  ought 
to  iiave  the  power  of  coatrac^ng  or  expanding  it- 
self .to  the  wants  of  the  country ;  and  if  the  busi- 
ness of  the  countrv  required  a  larger  amount  of 
discount  than  would  be  made  on  the  twentv  mil- 
lions, that  the  operations  of  the  bank  ought  not 
to  be  eramped.  In  this  nation,  growing  in  popu- 
lation, enterprise,  and  wealth,  where  all  those  uses 
of  society  which  require  aeti^e  capital  and  a  gen- 
eral circulating  medium  were  erery  day  rapidly 
multiplying  and  extending,  he  would  not  place 
narrow  limits  on  the  useful  agency  of  this  bank. 
He  compared  such  a  course  to  placing  a  ease  of 
iron  on  the  swelling  muscles  and  growing  ener- 

fiesof  a  Wgosons  youth.  It  was  much  better, 
e  concluded,  to  have  a  capital  larger  than  ne- 
oessary,  than  one  much  too  small.  Mr.  C.  next 
nroeeeded  to  examine  the  utility  of  a  National 
Bank  as  compared  with  the  State  banks,  in  pro- 
moting exchanges,  remittances,  and  transfers  by 
QoTernment  and  individuals.  He  slated  their 
▼ayiotts  operations  in  a  plain  and  intelligible  maii- 
aer,  and,  front  bis  facts  on  this  subiect,  drew  the 
conolusion  that  a  National  Bank  only  conld.eflica- 
oiouttly  promote  the  exchange  of  moneysand  con- 
modities— rthat  inttmal  commerce  which  serves 
to  kuit  tjQgetber  and  fertilize  every  section  of  the 
country.  A  National  Bank  he  compared  to  thp 
ocean  of  commerce,  which  bears  on  its  bosom 
the  freights  of  all  regions,  from  one  to  the  other; 
the  State  baaks  to  the  rivers,  which  are  the  chan- 
nels of  communication  within  their  particular, 
limited  sphere.  In  reply  to  the  argument  that  the 
etvilof  the  reduAdancy»  and  deprfeiation  of  the 
ptesent'paper  circulation' would  not  be  oorreetAd 
:My 'throwing  other  paper  into  dreulatioiir^e  said 
•tflAt  the  National  Bank»  instead  of  ttCfeasiog:the' 
'<K»Btum  of  paper)  would  substitute  other  pa^^' 
in  lieu  of  a  portion  of  that  now  in  eireulation,^ 
and  by  this  operation,' the  lemaioder  would  he' 
bmught  up  to  a  specie  value.  ATorther  arg«^' 
raent  he  «rged  in  f&'vorof  a  large  ^capital  was' 
this:  that  a  bank  of  twenty  miUtons  would  issajs' 
as  much  paper  asabank  of  thirty^Ave  millimip^ 
aa  the. isMie  would  be  Umited  iby  the  deiminds  Df 
aooioty ;  but  with  a  iaiga  ^capital  there  wmildbe' 

E eater  seeurity  to  individuals.  The  diicKncle' 
tween  the twooaptiais  WMild  be  the  difference' 
between  two  meronanta  oarcying  on  the  samie' 
commercial  speculations,  the  one  ^h  a  large,' 
and  the  other,  with  a  small  capital ;  the  creditors' 
of  the  first  having  undoubtedly  belter  security' 
thaothoseof  thelast^4c.  On  these, anU  other 
-ground^  Mr.  C  opposedthe  auModment. 
Mr.  HoramaoNiaddMssed  theChair  as  foUowsr 
Mr.  Chaitmaa  :  I  came  to. (his  Googmm' 
jtmngly  impEBscedtariUi  thtfevpedieoef  of  itiAab- 


liahijig  a  National  Bank,  and  with  the  convaetion 
that  it  would  certainly  be  done.  I  frtrrwmifd 
that  this  impression  was  so  eenenl  throughout 
the  United  States,  that  but  Uule  diseussioa  would 
be  necessarv  to  attain  the  object.  My  personal 
feelings  and  dispositions  were  strongly  in  favor 
of  the  meanwre ;  aad  I  belike  the  general,  mmj, 
almost  the  universal,  wishes  of  my  tmmediaie 
constituents^  sotwithala&ding  the  iasinuations 
about  their  interest  in  the  Smte  banks,  were  of 
the  same  kind.  Not,  sir,  that  I  believe  a  Nattonal 
Bank  absolutely  indispeiisable  to  restore  the  dis- 
tracted state  ot  our  currency,  for  I  believe  this 
may  be  effected  bv  other  means ;  hot  bcoaaae  I  be- 
lieve a  bank,  established  on  fair  and  proper  prin- 
ciples, would  be  a  powerful  agent  in  piodacing 
this  most  desirable  reformation ;  because  it  would 
afford  many,  essential -aooommodations  to  the 
administration  of  our  revenue,  and  be,,  at  the 
same  time,  of  general  utility  to  the  eomsMnity. 
Under  these  impressions,  I  had  trusted  that  some 
scheme  would  have  been  preMted  to  us,  plainly 
calculated  to  answer  these  desirable.eads,  eatttdy 
free  froni  known  and  important  objeetioBS}  aad 
framed  on  principles  not  likely  to  excite  diseon- 
tentand  opposition  in  those,  at  least,  whofuvor 
the  general  design.  At  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  subject  was  examined  and  disoosaed 
with  great  minuteness ;  theories  of  variottB  kinds 
were  proposed,  exakiuned»and^jecied;naw  pvo- 
jecu  were. weighed,  and  found  wanting.  After 
all  these  fruitless  attempts  to  find  sometMng  q«w 
and  better  than  the  pasi^  I  hoped  we  should  now 
have  abandoned  such  endeavors,  and  turned  trar 
sober  attention  to  the  lessons  of  experiaMse  to.  he 
found  in  the  construction  and  conduct  of  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States.  No  puUio  inslittt- 
tion  ever  conducted  its  affiurs  with  moitti^eaenii 
and  deserved  satisfaction,  or  closed  them^wftili 
more  integrity  and  honor.  Taking  that  £)C:Qiir 
guide,  wi&  such  enJargements  and.  alter^tona  eia 
the  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  the  Aon- 
dition  01  the  country  would  point  out  «td,ve- 
ij^uire.  we  might  have  aoeeted  a  fphrir  wmmap 
tionable  to  every  man  not  hostile  to  ovarf  .'AAd 
any  establishment  of  the  kUd.  This  aaatat, 
however,  has  not  been  puisued.  Wehif^ii  aya- 
tern  proposed  tons  abounding wkh  imw ingta- 
dients,  many  of  which^reluown  to  ht.absolticaly 
inadmissihio  in  the  judgment  of,  omjiy  of  ih»  best 
friends  of  a  National  Bank.  Tp:methis,ia,iniiy, 
a  serious  disappoiatmeot,  and  lamaioaeitlyiaDwy 
it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  my  Mole  eapport 
to  the  plan  ofiered.  I  do  not  prame,.at  this 
timOf  to  take  a  general  view  of  the  wholoieyiKiem ; 
and  regret  that  it  comes . before  usin  delaahed 
parts.  It  would  have  been-much  moraaaiiafim- 
tory  to  have  examined  the  whole  ti9gether»aad 
seen  how  the  .various. parts  bear  upon  each  other. 
Th^  fMCstion  aoW|  however,  is  on  tho  motion  for 
reducing  the  capiul  from  thirty*five  to  twenty 
millions.  To  this  question,  and  soch  mauem  as 
have  been  connected  with  it  by  those  who  have 
opposed  the  motion,  I  shall  confine  my  obeer- 
vations. 

3efore  I  pKoc«Bd,^may  I-bepfrmkled  toi  Wd 
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OQI  t  caution  to  the  Committee — it  istbn :  npt  to 
be  too  liBstjr  in  ado{)tiog  any  plan.  We  are  suffer- 
in^  under  great  erils,  and  a  state  of  suffering  is 
not  favorable  to  safe  deliberation ;  impatient  un- 
der the  anguish  of  the  disease,  we  are  too  apt  to 
eeixe  upon  anything  that  is  proposed  as  a  remedy, 
wfthoot  a  doe  examination  into  its  probabte  eif- 
feets  and  consequenees^  This  impatience  under 
misfortune  is  a  great  source  Df  mcreased  efil, 
both  in  private  and  public  affiiirs.  We  feel  the 
suffering  ar  existing  and  known,  and  adopt  the 
remedy  merely  because  it  promises  a  change, 
Wfthoot  duly  examining  if  it  may  not  be  for  the 
wene.  In  struggling  to  shake  off  one  difficuhv, 
we  plunge  into  a  greater-^to  imagine  that  noth^ 
ing  but  some  great  and  single  effort  can  extricate 
08)  when  perhaps  we  ought  to  have  trusted  to  slow 
and  gradual  means  of  redress,  and  exercised  our 
patience  until  thty  had  time  to  operate.  To  sit 
quietly  under  suffering,  to  be  doing  nothing  for 
a  painful  disease,  requires  great  strength  of  un- 
derstanding and  discretion,  and  yet  it  is  gener- 
ally better  to  do  nothing  wheii  we  are  uncertain 
what  we  should  do.  Thus,  a  trader  meets  with 
some  unexpected  loss;  Instead  of  waiting  to  re- 
pair it  by  slow  and  certain  means,  he  mak^  some 
great- endeavor ;  he  plunges  in  some  speculation, 
he  borrows^  to  the  extent  of  his  credit ;  and  in  a 
short  time  finds  himself  in  irretrievable  ruin.  The 
privutions,  the  injuries,  and  the  demands' of  the 
late  war,  necessarily  deransred  all  the  concerns-  of 
the  country ;  and  especiaHy  its  pecuniary  con- 
ceri»^pubiieand  private  insrituiions  of  every  kind 
w^re  shaken  to  their  centre ;  public  credit  was  al- 
most demolished,  and  private  credit  matlv  im- 
pawed*  It  is  idle,  sir,  to  expect  tha  t  e vQs  so  broad 
and  deep  are  to  be  rooted  out  in  an  hour;  that  on 
the  name  of  peace,  everything  is  to  be  restored 
to  heafthand  regularity,  and  we  are  no  longer  to 
remember  that  we  have  suffered.  The  shock 
was  tremendous ;  its  vibrations  cannot  instantly 
cease.  •  Such  evils  must  require  gradual  remedies. 
I  have,  sir)  much  faith  in  the  vie  medicatrir.  in 
the -political  as  well  as  the  natural  body;  wnen 
the  general-  health  of  both  is  sound.  Our  nation 
is  young  and  vigorous ;  her  resouroes  vast  and 
inereasing;  her  powers  of  healing  incalculable. 
Why  then  should  we  be  driven  to  rash  expedi- 
ents^ in  mere  despair,  when  we  havesach  means 
of  restoratioo  if  we  will  buf  give  them  time  to 
operate.  Impatience,  rashness,  error,-  and  repent- 
ance, are  the  children  of  despair.  I  make  these 
reaiark%  sir,  not  to  prevent  every  fair  and  delib- 
emie  endeavor  to  remove  existing  and  serious 
evils ;  nor  to  induce  the  members  of  this  House 
to  sit  with  folded  arms  in  listless  indifference, 
waiting  for  time  and  chance  to  relieve  us.  I 
would  merely  guard  against  too  much  despon- 
dency,Of  a  belief  that^it  is  better  for  us  to  do  any- 
thing, than  to  do  nothinr. 

The  question  now  tor  consideration  is  the 
amount  of  capital  proper  for  a  National  Bank, 
sB»po8tng  eirerything  else  in  the  bill  to  be  as 
it  should  be.  I  regret  that  tb?  examination  of  the 
scheme  must  be  made  in  detached parts-^a  general 
view  of  the  whole  would  have  been  much  onore 


satisfactory,  even  for  the  fair  estimate  and  un* 
derstandiog  of  each  particular  pro  vision.  I  shall, 
however,  confine  my  remarks  to  the  precise  quee- 
tion.  The  honorable  Chairman,  by  whom  this 
bill  was  reported,  has  portrayed,  in  powerful  and 
appropriate  colors,  the  extent  and  pressure  of  the 
evils  under  which  the  country  Jaoors,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  distracted  state  of  its  currency. 
He  hat  not  been  so  full  and  explicit  in  showing 
how  the  remedy  he  proposes  is  to  meet  and  remove 
the  disease ;  reserving  himself,  probably,  on  this 
head,  until  the  provisions  of  this  bill  shall  come 
under  examination^thlff  however,  is  really  the 
important  inquiry  now.  In  connning  my  re- 
marks  to  the  proposed  amount  of  capital,  I  would 
not  be  understood  to  mean  that  tnere  are  not 
other  provisions  in  the  bill  much  more  excep- 
tionable in  my  opinion  thau  this,  and  to  which 
I  shall  ofkr  my  objectione  as  they  arise.  One 
honorable  gentleman^has  said,  that  he  cannot  dis- 
cern any  difference  between  having  the  capital 
at  twenty  or  thirty-five  millions.  Does  he  see 
any  difference  between  thirty-five  and  fiAy j  or 
between  fifty  and  an  hundred,  and  so  on  7  If  the 
amount  of  the  capital  of  a  bank  is  a  mere  nom- 
inal, unimportant  feature  in  its  character  and 
operations,  then,  indeed^  it  is  useless  to  dispute 
aooot  it  s  but  if  the  difference  between  any  two 
sums  is  of  importance,  it  most  be  found  betweea 
the  sums  of  twenty  and  thlrty^five  millions. 
Without  adverting  to  the  diminution  of  profits 
by  the  extent  of  the  capital,  which  is  a  matter 
for  the  subscribers  and  stockholders  to  look  to  * 
is  it  not  indispBtable,  that  the  power  of  a  bank 
over  similar  institutions,  and  generally  over  the 
moneyed  eoneerns  of  a  country  depends  much  on 
the  strength  of  its  capital  ?  The  extent  of  its  busi- 
ness $  the  amount  of  its  issues:  its  power  to  do 
good,  and  iu  power  to  do  mischief;  its  means  to 
monopolize,  to  oppress,  to  rain,  are  all  regulated, 
in  a  ^reat  degree,  hy  the  capital,  and  influence 
and  mteiest  which  it  commands.  It  is  so  in 
other  afRiirs  as  well  as  banks;  great  capitalists,  in 
comment  in  manafactures,  in  everything,  over- 
shadow and  overpower  smaller  ones,  and  drive 
them  out  of  the  market ;  though  with  equal  hon- 
esty and  equal  industry.  Are  not  our  manufac- 
turers this  moment  complaining  they  cannot  stand 
against  the  great  manufacturing  capitalists  of 
Clreat  Britain,  and  praying  for  assistance  and 
support  in  the  unequal  contest?  The  capital  of 
this  bank,  therefore,  especially  if  the  whole  ma- 
chine is  to  be  wielded  by  the  arm  of  the  Gh)vem- 
ment,  isof  great  importance,  and  ought  to  be  fixed 
with  great  caution  and  deliberBtion.  Just  so 
much  should  be  afforded  as  is  consistent  with  its 
Aiir,  legitimate  objects ;  and  not  inconsistent  with 
other  interests  in  the  community  entitled  to  our 
protection  and  regard.  What  are  the  circum- 
stances and  considerations  to  which  we  should 
appeal  in  deciding  this  question  7  We  should 
look,  sir,  to  the  uses  expected  from  this  bank; 
the  object  to  be  attained  by  its  establishment;  and. 
^rant  a  capital  sofileient  for  those  uses  and  ob- 
jects and  no  more.  In  the  nature  of  the  thing, 
no  very  exact  rule  or  measure  can  be  obtained ; 
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'but  a  very  fair  and  reasonable  estimaie  may  be 
made.  Let  me  ask,  then,  what  are  the  objects 
we  have  in  view  in  establishing  a  National  Bank? 
To  accommodate  the  Grovernment  in  the  business 
of  its  revenue,  and  to  afford  to  the  community 
the  usual  benefits  of  such  institutions.  It  is  also 
presumed  that  a  National  Bank  will  have  the 
power  of  regulating  and  equalizing  our  currency 
m  the  different  States.  This,  however^is  a  mat- 
ter distinct  from  the  question. of  capital.  We 
come  then  directly  to  the  real  question :  Is  a  cap- 
ital of  thirty-five  millions  necessary,  either  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  Government  or  the 
business  of  the  community  7  I  hold  it.  sir,  to  be 
clear  that  the  Government  can  lawfully  require 
of  us  a  National  Bank  for  no  other  purposes  than 
as  an  instrument  of  finance  ;  a  necessary  accom- 
modation in  collecting  and  disbursing  revenue, 
receiving  and  paying  debts,  and  facilitating  loans. 
Beyond  this  the  Constitution  does  not  warrant 
it ;  nor  have  the  friends  of  the  old  bank  ever  con- 
tended for  anything  beyond  this.  If  a  bank  is 
to  be  raised  as  an  instrument  of  power  in  the 
hands  of  our  rulers,  of  whatever  party  denomina- 
tion ;  if  it  is  to  be  a  source  of  speculation  and 
profit ;  a  field  for  the  exercise  of  patronage  and 
appointment,  it  is  a  direct  and  danserous  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution.  With  such  objects  the 
Government  have  nothing  to  do ;  nor  should  it 
have  any  connexion  with  a  bank,  or  derive  any 
advantage  from  it  merely  and  solely  as  an  instru- 
ment of  finance.  If,  indeed,  other  benefits  flow 
incidentally  and  necessarily  from  it,  they  may 
not  be  rejected ;  but  they  should  form  no  part  of 
the  original  design,  nor  should  any  measure  or 

Srinciple  be  introduced  into  the  system  for  the 
irect  purpose  of  obtaining  such  objects.  It  is 
true  that  the  Government  subscribed  a  fifth  part  of 
the  stock  of  the  late  bank;  but  it  should  be  remem- 
bered, that  this  was  deemed  necessarjr  not  only 
to  create  a  necessary  confidence  in  the  institution 
with  the  public,  which  was  then  much  more  shy 
of  banks  than  it  has  since  been,  but  also  to  fur- 
nish the  amount  of  capital  required ;  which  pro- 
bably could  not  have  been  done  without  this  aid 
from  the  Government,  the  wealth  of  the  country 
being  then  inconsiderable  in  proportion  to  its 
present  amount. 

It  is  then  incumbent  on  those  gentlemen  who 
insist  on  this  immense  capital  to  show  how  it  is 
required  for  the  business  of  the  Government.  I 
cannot  conceive  it.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  with  a  capital  of  ten  millions,  was  able  to 
furnish  all  the  nnancial  assistance  required,  to 
the  very  hour  of  its  destruction,  without  the  least 
difficulty  or  embarrassment,  either  to  itself  or  the 
Administration.  It  was  able  to  do  much  more 
than  this;  to  grant  large  loans  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  no  defect  was  ever  discovered  in  the 
amount  of  capital  for  all  these  purposes;  or,  in 
other  words,  tor  all  the  purposes  which  could  be 
lawfully  required  of  it.  If  more  than  these  are 
to  be  required,  it  shall  never  be  with  my  sanction. 
1  desire  not  to  see  the  Government  entering  into 
partnerships  with  its  citizens  in  commercial  or 
stock  speculations;  entering  into  the  market  and 


trafficking  on  the  exchange.    Much  less  would  I 
see  it  maintaining  its  power,  encouraging  and 
rewarding  its  friends,  and  overthrowing  its  ad- 
versaries by  the  patronage,  the  influence,  and  the 
ven^ance  of  a  vast  and  uncontrollable  moneyed 
institution.    Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  no  attempt 
has  been  made  to  show  that  the  capital  now  de- 
manded for  this  bank  is  necessary  to  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  Government,  nor  that  the  sub- 
stitute proposed  is  not  amply  sufficient  for  these 
purposes,  I  dismiss  this  part  of  the  subject ;  and 
inquire  whether  the  wants  of  the  community  call 
for  this  immense  addition  to  its  banking  capitaL 
A  bank  is  useful  to  the  community  by  exciting 
and  aiding  the  industry  of  the  country  with  loans 
of  money ;  by  furnishing  a  circulating  medium 
more  convenient  in  many  respects  than  gold  and 
silver;  by  greatly  enlarging  the  active  capital 
of  the  country;  and  by  providing  commodiouiL 
cheap,  and  safe  means  ot  making  payments  and 
remittances  to  the  most  distant  places.    Do  we 
want  thirtv-five  millions  more  than  we  now  have 
in  hanks,  for  these  objects?    I  think  not;  and  I 
will  endeavor  to  prove  it.    Permit  me  again  to 
take  you  back  to,  the  experience  of  the  past  foe 
the  premises  from  which  I  would  reason  for  the 
present.    When  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea 
was  established,  in  the  year  1791,  there  were  in 
the  United  States  but  three  other  banks;  one  in 
Philadelphia,  one  in  New  York,  and  one  in  Boa- 
ton.    I  do  not  know  what  was  the  capital  of  each  ; 
but  presume  when  I  say  that  the  whole  did  not 
exceed  four  millions,  I  give  them  enough.    These 
then,  with  the  Bank  ofthe  United  States,  gave  a 
banking  capital  of  fourteen  millions ;  and  were 
found,  for  a  time,  amply  sufficient  for  all  the 
wants  both  ofthe  Government  and  the  commu- 
nity.   To  obviate  the  consequences  which  flow 
from  these  facts,  we  are  told  of  the  vast  additiona 
to  the  business  and  wealth  of  this  country ;  of 
the  extension  of  our  commerce ;  the  improve- 
ments in  our  agriculture;  the  growth  of  our 
manufactures,  the  increase  of  our  population. 
All  this  is  true,  and  no  man  rejoices  in  (his  un* 
paralleled  prosperity  more  than  I  do.    But  before 
we  suffer  ourselves  to  be  hurried  away  by  thia 
captivating  picture  of  our  own  greatness  and  im- 
portance, we  must  take  into  the  calculation  some 
other  facts  and  changes,  and  give  them  a  fair 
consideration  and  influence  before  we  pass  upon 
the  result.    If  at  this  time,  as  in  1791,  there  were 
in  these  United  States,  but  the  three  banks  then 
existing,  and  we  were  about  to  establish  a  na- 
tional rank,  the  argument  would  be  most  fair  and 
unanswerable.    But  how  is  this  matter?    If  the 
business  and  population  of  the  country,  have  in- 
creased, has  not  your  banking  capital  increased 
in  a  full  proportion  ?    In  1791  the  capital  of  this 
description  was  $14,000,000 ;  and  in  1816  we  are 
told  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  it  is  eighty- 
five  millions.    Is  there  nothing  in  this  to  meet  and 
destroy  the  whole  force  of  the  argument  drawn 
from  increase  of  our  wants  ?    To  this  enormona 
addition  to  the  bankiog[  capital,  must  be  added 
the  equally  enormous  increase  of  the  general 
wealth  of  the  country ;  of  the  wealth  of  Individ- 
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lutlsy  whicb  19  as  useful  and  efficient  in  carrying 
on  iis  business,  and  employing  its  industry,  as  the 
capitals  of  banks.  If  we  look  to  Great  Britain 
for  information  on  this  subject,  how  do  we  find 
it  ?  The  capita]  of  the  Bank  of  England  is  about 
fifteen  millions  of  pounds  sterling;  there  may 
have  been  some  addition  since  that  estimate 
was  made.  The  notes  issued  by  this  bank  prior 
to  the  stoppage  of  specie  payments  in  1797,  did 
not  exceed  eleven  millions;  and  the  country  banks 
are  estimated  to  have  issued  about  as  much;  it 
is  true  that  these  issues  have  increased  since 
specie  has  oei^sed  to  circulate,  but  probably  not 
beyond  the  amount  of  the  specie  withdrawn ;  the 
whole  business  then  of  that  Kingdom,  its  com- 
mercial, agricultural,  and  manufacturing  concerns, 
have  been  transacted  with  less  bank  capital  than 
we  are  now  told  is  requisite  for  us.  To  meet  the 
force  of  this  comparison,  it  is  urged  that  this  is  a 
new  and  a  growing  country,  and  therefore  calls 
for  more  accommodation  otthis  sort  than  an  old 
and  settled  one — making  every  Just  allowance  for 
this  difierence,  still  it  can  scarcely  be  seriously 
contended  that,  whatever  our  prospects  may  be, 
and  I  rejoice  in  their  brightness  and  extent,  our 
business  in  ihe  various  walks  of  enterprise  and 
industry  now  is,  or  for  a  long  time  can  be,  as 
vast  and  wide  as  that  of  Great  Britain.  It  should 
be  remembered,  too,  that  the  period  of  our  pros- 
perity and  increase  has  been  her's  also — her  com- 
merce and  manufactures,  and  I  believe  her  agri- 
culture aho,  have  been  in  a  rapid  progress  of  in- 
crease and  improvemeat  for  the  last  twenty  years. 
It  cannot  be;  theiK  that  this  country  demands  a 
iMinking  capital  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  mil- 
lions, while  that  is  sufficiently  accommodated 
with  a  much  smaller  amount. 

But  we  are  asked,  where  is  the  danger  of  this 
capital  ?  We  might  ask,  where  is  its  necessity ; 
its  usefulness  ?  But,  sir,  the  dangers  are  obvious ; 
as  an  engine,  almost  irresistible^  of  State  power 
and  corruption,  it  is  appalling ;  its  influence  will 
pervade  every  corner  of  the  Union ;  its  power 
will  be  felt  wherever  it  may  choose  to  strike ;  every 
great  moneyed  power  is  an  efficient  power,  and, 
of  course,  always  attended  with  some  danger.  It 
overshadows  and  destroys  the  £[rowth  of  humbler 
efforts,  it  may  exact  a  submission  to  its  will;  it 
may  punish  a  disobedience — in  the  hands  of  the 
GFovernment  these  dangers  increase  an  hundred 
foid.  But,  sir,  the  principal  danger  I  would  call 
your  attention  to  is  this,  that  which  may  fall  upon 
and  crush  the  State  banks.  These  banks,  what- 
ever may  have  been  thought  and  said  to  the  con- 
trary, are  entitled,  fully  entitled,  to  our  care  and 
consideration ;  the  interest  of  a  great  portion  of 
the  community  is  deeply  embarked  in  them;  its 
industry  and  enterprise  mainly  depend  upon  them, 
and  it  would  be  an  outrage  of  injustice  and  im* 
policy  to  overthrow  or  injure  them.  Eighty-five 
millions  of  capital,  with  all  its  dependencies,  is  not 
a  trifle  to  be  sported  with,  or  blown  away  by  viu^ue 
denunciations  and  unexamined  charges.  The 
great  body  of  our  fellow-citizens,  whose  property 
and  prospects  are  embarked  in  these  institutions; 
the. numerous  widows  and  orphans  who  have  in« 


vested  their  all  in  their  stock ;  the  great  mass  of 
industry  and  labor  which  depends  upon  them  for 
assistance,  are  matters  of  the  most  serious  con- 
cern, and  we  are  bound  to  look  well  to  the  con- 
sequences before  we  do  anything  that  may  injure 
and  destroy  them.* 

Permit  me,  in  this  place,  sir,  to  notice  the 
charges  which  have  been  urged  against  these 
State  banks  with  so  much  .acrimony.  I  must 
first,  however,  distinctly  state,  that  1  mean  not 
to  include  in  ray  defence,  that  miserable  litter  of 
forty-two,  which  came  forth  from  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Legislature  at  one  monstrous  birth.  They 
crawled  into  a  sickly  existence ;  and  spread  them- 
selves over  the  land,  like  so  many  vipers ;  poison- 
ing the  atmosphere,  and  killing  the  soil.  Specu- 
lation became  an  epidemic,  which  corrupted  and 
destroyed  the  morals  and  the  industry  of  the  coun- 
try, it  followed  the  farmer  into  his  field,  and  he 
sold  it;  the  mechanic  into  his  shop,  and  hepledged 
it.  Even  the  daily  laborer  cast  away  his  spade 
and  his  hoe  in  scorn,  and  determined  no  longer 
to  rely  on  the  labor  of  his  hands  for  his  bread. 
Every  man,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  was 
to  become  rich  by  the  magic  of  these  wonderful 
banks— the  lamp  of  Aladdin  was  placed  in  every 
county,  and  each  man,  woman, and  child,  expected 
to  have  the  rubbing  of  it  in  their  turn.  The  Gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania  endeavored  to  check  this 
madness  with  the  whole  force  of  his  Constitu- 
tional power — he  put  himself  manfully  against 
it,  but  all  in  vain ;  he  was  overwhelmed  with  the 
torrentof  private  speculation  and  legislative  fraud* 
I  say,  sir,  legislative  fraud,  because  it  is  a  fact  in- 
disputable, that  when  that  Legislature  passed  a 
single  act  incorporating  forty-two  banks,  no  one 
of  the  whole  batch  could  have  obtained  a  majority 
for  itself— what  was  it  then  but  a  system  of  bar- 
gaining and  selling;  of  conspiracy  and  combina- 
tion, to  do  a  great  mischief  by  common  consent, 
when  a  sraall  part  of  the  same  mischief  woula 
have  received  no  countenance  or  support ! 

To  return  to  the  State  banks,  properly  so  called, 
what  is  the  great  reproach  that  has  been  so  severely 
visited  upon  them  )  The  stopping  of  specie  pay- 
ments. jBefore  we  decide  upon  the  justice  of  tneir 
condemnation,  on  this  account,  we  should,  with 
a  proper  calmness  and  impartiality,  inquire  into 
the  causes  which  led  to  it,  and  the  necessity  which 
demanded  it.  The  cause  of  this  unfortunate  mea- 
sure has  been  found  by  some  in  the  loans  made 
by  these  banks  to  the  Government,  which  are  de- 
clared to  be  unwarranted  in  their  amount,  and 
ruinous  in  the  length  of  the  credit.  Others  cnarge 
the  misfortune  to  the  excessive  issues  of  notes, 
which,  if  true,  is  in  a  great  degree  the  consequence 
of  the  former.  I  do  not  believe  that  these  causes, 
either  separately  or  together,  have  produced  or 

*  That  the  National  Bank  is  expected  and^inte^ded 
to  bold  a  command  over  the  State  banks  cannot  be 
questioned,  when  we  find  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury m  his  report  on  this  subject,  distinctly  avowing 
it,  and  calculating  on  the  combined  force  of  the  Trea- 
saiT  and  the  Bank  to  direct  and  control  the  operations 
and  conduct  of  the  State  institutions. 
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could  hare  produced  the  result  attributed  to  them, 
without  the  pressure  of  other  circumstances  to 
which  the  evil  ought  truly  to  be  traced,  and  which 
would  have  produced  precisely  the  same  results, 
had  there  been  no  loans,  and  no  issues  in  conse- 
quence of  them.  Whatever,  however,  may  have 
been  the  effects  of  these  loans  to  the  Govern  men  t, 
they  hardly  afford  a  fair  subject  of  reproach  here ; 
and  we  are  bound  at  least  to  mitigate  the  crime, 
(if  you  will  call  it  so,)  bjr  a  consideration  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  committed. 
Tlie  enemy  was  upon  you  to  the  North  and  to  the 
South;  the  defence  of  the  country  languished 
for  the  means  of  support ;  the  public  Treasury  was 
exhausted,  and  the  citizen  refused  his  further  aid 
to  replenish  it.  Everything  looked  to  ruin  for 
want  of  money.  In  this  Condition  of  the  country, 
the  banks  were  applied  to  for  assistance.  Every 
inducement  that  could  be  suggested  was  addressed 
to  their  interest,  their  fears,  and  their  patriotism. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  condescended  to 
pfesent  himself  in  person  at  the  board  of  the  di- 
rectors, imploring  (i  may  say)  their  compassion. 
From  without  they  were  pressed  and  assailed  by 
the  public  sentiment — always  powerful,  and  some- 
times irresistible; — and  had  they  not  yielded  to 
aolicitations  and  circumstances  like  these,  they 
most  have  taken  upon  themselves  the  consequen- 
ces, however  disastrous,  that  mav  have  followed 
a  refusal.  I  do  not,  sir,  exclude  Irom  the  induce- 
ments a  hope  or  prospect  of  profit  from  these 
Treasury  bargains  and  negotiations.  This  may 
fairly  and  honorably  have  entered  into  the  con- 
sideration. So  much  for  these  loans,  which^  after 
all,  were  not  the  cause  of  suspending  specie  pajr- 
ments;  that  must  have  been  done  just  when  it 
waa  done,  had  no  loans  been  made. 

As  to  the  allegation  of  excessive  issues,  where 
is  the  proof  of  this  charge  ?  Who  has  shown 
what  was  the  amount  of  notes  in  circulation  at 
the  time  of  the  suspension^  or  that  it  was  greater 
than  usual?  lunoerstand  the  fact  was  not  so; 
and  if  it  were,  the  proof  should  be  made  by  those 
who  maintain  the  charge.  We  have  lately  ob- 
tain^ some  important  information  on  this  point 
from  the  highest  source  of  authority.  An  exam- 
ination has  been  made,  under  the  authority  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsvlvaniaj  into  the  condition 
of  those  banks  in  Philadelphia  which  have  made 
the  largest  loans  to  the  Gk>vernment,  and  which, 
therefore,  must  show  in  the  strongest  manner, 
the  consequences  of  these  loans,  or  their  issues. 
What  has  been  the  result  ?  The  notes  of  the 
wlible  do  not  average  one-third  of  the  capital  of 
the  whole.  In  some  they  are  less,  in  others  some- 
t|itng  more.  Are  these  excessive  issues  l  May 
not  any  bank,  honestly  and  fairlv,  and  discreetly 
too,  issue  notes  to  one-third  of  toe  amount  of  its 
capital.  I  know  of  no  system  of  banking  which 
proceeds  on  the  eateolation  of  a  smcrfler  issue;  It 
ir not'  here,  theti,  that  w^  shall  find  the  true  eause 
of  a  suspension  of  specie  payments ;  nor  ^vrll  it 
be  found  in  a  real  scarcity  of  coin.  It  is  proba<> 
\Af  true  that  large  quantities  of  specie  were  with- 
drawn from  the  country  in  the  purchase  of  Eng- 
lish bills;  and,  perhaps,  in. direct  remittances,, 


tempted  by  the  extravagant  price  ft  bore  in  Great 
Britain.  But  enough  was  left,  and  now  remains, 
to  do  all  the  banking  business  in  ordinary  times 
and  circumstances.  The  honorable  chairnufft  of 
the  committee  has  stated,  and  I  doubt  not  he 
speaks  from  correct  and  oAeM  information,  that, 
in  June  last,  there  was,  in  the  different  ba&ks  in 
the  United  States,  the  sum  of  fifteen  millions  of 
dollars  in  gold  and  stiver.  Now,  this  amount  is 
assuredly  sufficient  for  the  specie  business  of  their 
capital  of  eishty-five  millions,  in  ordinary  times, 
and  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  public  confi- 
dence. When  to  this  sum  you  add  the  deposites 
of  specie  which  have  been  withdrawn  by  the  loss 
of  that  confidence,  and  which  will  be  returned  to 
the  vaults  of  the  bank  on  its  restoration,  I  think 
it  is  demonstrated  that  it  is  not  for  the  want  of 
specie  in  the  country  that  the  banks  cannot  pay 
it.  It  is  well  known  that  when  paper  is  in  good 
credit,  no  large  paym^ts  are  made  in  specie.  It 
is  thought  burdensome  to  pay  or  to  receive  them, 
and  a  bank  is  therefore  required  only  to  keep  spe- 
cie enough  to  answer  trifling  demands,  and  sup- 
ply change  for  the  small  business  of  the  commu- 
nity. The  usual  estimate  has  been  about  one-fifch 
the  amount  of  the  capital ;  and  no  bknk  would 
be  thought  delinquent,  much  less  insolvent,  be- 
cause it  could  not  pay  all  its  notes  on  atiy  sudden 
demand.  No  bank  of  discount  and  deposite  ever 
did,  or  ever  could  do  this.  What  then  wa»  the 
cause — what  is  the  justification  of  the  stoppage 
of  these  banks  ? 

In  my  opinion  it  was  the  gloomy  and  calami- 
tous condition  of  our  public  affiiirs,  which  de- 
stroyed the  public  confidence  not  only  in  the 
banks,  but  in  eyetj  public  institution  in  the  coun- 
try ;  a  dark  and  desponding  uncertainty  hung 
over  us,  and  every  hour  seemed  big  with  our 
fate.  The  credit  of  the  Government  was  demol- 
ished; it  could  pay  neither  paper  nor  silver.  The 
ruin  of  the  country^  the  breakins^  up  of  the  GoT- 
ernment  would  of  course  have  broken  up  all  the 
moneyed  institutions,  and  indeed  all  our  public 
institutions  of  every  description.  In  such  a  state 
of  things,  it  is  obvious  that  every  man  would  be 
eager  to  seize  upon  something  that  would  hold 
its  value  in  all  times^nder  any  circumstances, 
and  in  all  places.  What  was  the  note  of  the 
best  bank  worth  at  such  a  period  ?  Gold  and 
silver  could  alone  be  called  wealth— could  alone 
be  relied  upon  to  procure  the  necessaries  of  life; 
of  course  every  man  that  had  a  deposite  in  a 
bank  ran  to  withdraw  it  in  gold  and  silrer; 
every  man  who  held  a  note  demlinded  its  pay- 
ment in  solid  coin.  It  is  an^ndonbted  fact  that 
such  was  the  run  upon  the  Philadelphia  banks 
that  had  they  kept  their  vaults  open  for  twenty- 
four  hours  longer  than  they  did.  not  a  doit  wotnd 
hare  been  left  in  them.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  these  things  took  place  just  before  the  bunt- 
ing  of  Wttshington,  and  when  a  just  apprehen- 
sion was  universal  that  Philadelphia  would  be 
the  next  object  of  attack.  Bat  the  Eastern  banks 
did  not  resort  to  this  desperate  measure.  Sir,  tht 
Eastern  part  of  the  United  States  had  not  con« 
nee  ted  itself,  and  in  truth  was  not^  from  its  aitu- 
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alidn  ami  other  oireaaiMttaees,  lo  ciosdy  and 
inseparably  connected  with  the  fate  of  the  <3ea- 
eral  Govern  meat  as  we  w^e.  They  had  not  the 
same  eausei^  for  alarm  and  precantion.  In  my 
Indgment,  then,  sir,  it  was  neither  the  ezeessire 
nsnesof  paper,  which  at  this  time  does  not  ez« 
eecd  from  f<»ty  to  fiAjr  millions  in  the  whole 
United  States^  nor  any  real  scarcity  of  the  pre- 
cioos  metak,  that  has  compelled  our  banks  to 
a^jbpt  the  measare  so  much  complained  of;  but 
the  loss  of  public  confidence,  arising- not  from  the 
misconduct  of  the  banks,  but  the  uncertain  and 
disastrous  aspect  of  our  national  afiairs. 

But  I  am  asked,  if  this  is  the  case,  why  have 
not  these  banks,  on  the  returaiog  days  of  peace, 
prosperity,  and  confidence,  resumed  the  payments 
of  their  debts ;  and  why  do  they  not  sell  their 
stock  to  enable  them  to  do  so  ?  I  will  answer. 
They  must  do  both  these  things,  and  they  can  do 
them,  but  they  must  have  a  reasonable  time  and 
indalgenee.  The  derangement  of  systenas  so  com- 
plicated and  extensive  cannot  be  removed  in  an 
instant.  The  ability  of  the  ba«ks  to  do  their 
basinesa  as  formerly,  must  wait  for  the  restoration 
of  their  former  confidence ;  the  public  alarm  must 
h«ve  time  ta subside;  the  troubled  waters  to  be* 
come  smooth  a^in— these  things  are  all  gORlual 
and  slow  in  their  operations;  and  bv  attempting 
to  force  them,  we  shall  bur  defeat  their  success. 
As  to  the  stock  held  by  the  banks  upon  which 
they  are  drawing  intereet,  while  they  neither  pay 
the  principal  nor  interest  of  their  own  debts,  and 
by  which  they  are  enabled  to  make  such  enor- 
mous dividends,  I  say,  without  hesitation,  they 
must  sell,  but  not  too  suddenly.  It  is  said  that, 
in  stocks.  Treasury  notc9,  and  State  loans,  the 
banks  are  creditors  of  the  public  to  theamount  of 
forty  miilions.  Now,  what  would  be  the  efiect  of 
throwing  all  this  suddenly  in  the  market)  Where 
wtnld  the  pnrehasers  be  found,  and  where  would 
these  institutions  get  specie  for  It  ta  enable  them 
to  paT  their  debts  in  specie?  StiU  the  banks 
must  Mgin  the  wOrk  of  Teformationv  I  hope  they 
have ;  if  not,  they  must  and  may  be  made  to  do 
it«  Could  I  suspNKt  them  of  hokling  their  stock 
for  the  mere  object  of  profit,  while  they  refuse 
payment  of  theif  debts^  I  would  consign  them  to 
eeotenipt  and  dcstraetioa. 

Mr.  BBAKFE  next  addressed  the  Chair  on  this 
subject,  expressing  in  the  outset  his  regret  th«t 
the- attack  on  this  bank  had  been  es  its  details, 
inaCead  ci  ita  prinoiple.  Mr.  S»  explained'  his 
views  of  the  difference  between- the  a^^t  of  this 
queation  at  this  time,  and  that  which  it  presented 
at<  the  last- winter,  when  it  had  been  so  lolig^ 
froitleasly  affflated.  The  principal  object  of  the 
advocates  of  a  National  Bank  at  the  last  seesieii, 
was  to  afford  to  the  Gknpernment  the  facility  of 
obMnoiag  ooeaaional  loaaa  to  cavry  on  the  opera* 
tiona  ef  the  Goremmenr)  dcc^  and  to  sustain  the 
public  credit ;  the  object  at  present  was  of  a  dif- 
ferent ofanraeier^--to  remedy  the  evil  of  a  -vitia- 
ted currenov,' which  had  lately  been  much  axag* 
mated,  ana  which  demanded  a  remedy.  Mr.S. 
here  examined  the  operation  of  this  depreciation 
on  the  revenues  of  Gfovernmient,  which,  he  dear- 


ly showed,  were  mo$t  injuriously  aftSsctad  by  it. 
The  Oovernmeat  sustained  a  clear  loss  of  large 
amount— a  loss  which  must  be  made  up  by  taxes 
levied  on  the  industry  and  labor  of  the  commu- 
nity ;  and  who  gained  by  it  7  Those  whose  duty 
it  is  to  remedy  Ae  evil.  It  is  the  owners  of  bank 
stock  who  derive  the  benefit  from  the  deprecia- 
tion ol  their -own  paper.  All  acknowledged  the 
extent  of  the  evil,  and  the  necessity  of  a  remedy, 
though  they  differed  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
remedy. 

In  reply,  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  Wbbbteb. 
that  the  remedy  for  tl^  evil  was  in  the  power  or 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  requiring  pave- 
ment of  the  dues  to  Qovemment  in  specie,  Mr. 
S.  said  the  gentleman  had  not  demonstrated  that 
there  was  specie  enough  in  the  country  for  the 
purposes  of  the  payment  of  the  revenue  to  the 
Treasury,  nor  that  the  banks  have  not  the  meana 
ultimately  to  force  the  Treasury  to  take  their 
paper  in  payments  to  the  Government,  The 
disposition  was  not  wanting  in  the  officer  at  the 
head  of  that  Department  to  apply  the  remedy,  if 
it  were  in  his  power ;  but,  Mr.  8.  said,  an  act  of 
Congress  could  apply  an  adequate  remedy.  If 
that  now  proposed  was  the  proper  measure,  let  it 
be  adopted ;  if  a  better  can  be  proposed,  let  it  be 
shown.  He  was  nor,  he  added,  so  opinionated  as 
to  assert  that  this  was  the  only  remedv ;  but  a 
National  Bank  was  a  measure  tried  and  under- 
stood, and  he  therefore  preferred  it ;  if  it  should 
not  succeed,  he  would  support  any  other  meas- 
ure adequate  to  the  object  lo  view. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Hopkimsom's  reference  to  the 
old  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  an  institution 
whose  wisdom  had  been  tested  by^  experience, 
Mr.  S.  said  he  could  not  see  the  force  of  the  wide 
distinction  the  centleman  had  drawn  between 
the  plan  of  that  bank  and  of  this.  He  compared 
these  features,  and  showed  that  their  dissimilar- 
ity was  not  such  as  to  change  their  principle. 
This,  he  said)  was  intended  to  oe  a  specie  bank, 
gsadoally  pot  in  operation,  and  by  its  business, 
connected  with  the  measures  of  the  Govern- 
meiit,  to  introduce  a  general  resumption  of  specie 

Cymente  and  circulatioBr  In  regard  to  the  State 
nking  institutions,  Mr.  S.  avowed  as  strong  an 
attachment  lo  their  interest  and  prosperity  as  the 
gentleman  -  frena  Pennsjrlvania ;  but  his  attach- 
ment to  them  aa  individuab  must  be  regulated 
bv  the  correctness  of  their  conduct.  If  they 
abandoned  the  path  of  probity  and  duty,  he  must 
renounce  his  attachment  to  them  unless  they 
showed  a  disposition  to  retutn  to  it*  In  regard 
to  the  means  alleged  to  have  been  emploved  to 
obtain  loans  from  these  banks,  when  they  yielded 
to  the  solicitations  of  the  Treasury^  Mr.  S.  said, 
they  took  care  to  ^91  the  best  bargain  thej  could 
out  of  its  necessities;  in  addition  to  the  just  in«' 
terest  of  six  per  cent,  they  got  a  premium  of 
somewhere  about  twenty  per  cent,  for  their  friend- 
ly loans  to  the  Government.  To  prove  that  they 
had  made  a  good  business  of  it,  he  said  that  there 
was  not  one  of  those  banks  but  could  sell  out  ifft 
stock  for  specie,  and  make  a  handsome  profit  on 
the  whole  transaction,  besides  the  advantages 
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they  bare  already  derired  ;  hoc,  he  said,  they  did 
not  want  to  do  it;  they  had  rather  keep  their 
stock  bearing  interest,  and  issoe  paper  on  it,  dbo. 

As  to  the  idea  of  danger  to  the  GrOTernment 
from  a  bank  of  thirty-fire  millions,  he  said  it 
was  fanciful.  How  far  coald  a  bank  be  danger- 
ous to  the  Gk)vernment  ?  When  banking  was  a 
monopoly  in  the  hands  of  a  Gk>vernment,  or  of  a 
few  individuals;  and  then  only.  Competition, 
be  said,  destroyed  monopoly,  and  destroyed  the 
danger  from  such  an  institution;  and  it  could  not 
be  argued  that  there  was  not  now  competition 
enooffh  to  deprive  such  an  institution  as  this  of 
the  character  of  an  engine  dangerous  to  the  lib- 
erties of  the  country.  A  bank«  he  said)  might 
be  more  profitable  to  the  stockholders  with  a 
capital  of  twenty  millions;  but  it  would  be  more 
useful  to  the  community  with  a  larger  capital, 
dbe.  Havine  offered  these  and  other  riews  of 
the  subject,  he  concluded  by  expressing  bis  hope 
that  this  bill  would  pass  with  yery  little  altera- 
tion of  its  present  provisions. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  rose,  and  in  an  energetic 
manner  vindicated  the  bill,  and  his  views  of  it, 
from  the  attack  which  had  been  made  on  them! 
He  said  no  man  in  the  House  would  reprolmte 
more  than  him  the  establishment  of  a  bank  which 
was  not  a  specie  bank.  A  bank  not  to  pay  spe- 
cie, he  said,  would  be  an  instrument  of  decep- 
tion ;  it  would  have  no  character  or  feature  of  a 
bank ;  he  should  regard  it  with  disgust  and  ab- 
horrence. This  bank,  he  asserted  m  reply  to 
contrary  assertions,  if  established,  would  be  a 
specie  bank.  He  professed  himself  ready  to  rem- 
edy anv  defects  which  should  be  pointed  out; 
but  he  hoped  the  Committee  would  not  be  influ- 
enced to  destroy  its  eesential  features  by  such 
vague  arguments  as  had  been  urged  against  them. 
This  was  to  be  a  specie  bank,  or  he  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  He  called  upon  gentle- 
men not  to  give  way  to  objections  to  the  details 
of  the  bill,  made  bv  those  who  were  altogether 
inimical  to  the  establishment  of  any  bank;  their 
ar^omentSj  he  intimated,  ooght  to  be  received 
wit^  suspicion,  because  their  view  of  the  sub- 
ject might  be  supposed  to  be  warped  by  their 
hostility  to  the  project  altogether.  Mr.  C.  then 
spoke  at  length  m  explanation  and  reply  to  those 

fentlemen  who  had  preceded  him  in  the  debate, 
n  regard  to  the  estimation  of  paper  in  circula- 
tion, dbc.,  he  took  occasion  to  say,  that  he  and 
Mr.  Smith  had  not  widely  differed  in  opinion  on 
that  head,  when  they  came  to  understand  terms. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  had  not  specified  the  particular 
items  in  his  estimate  of  the  amount  or  bank  is- 
sues and  transactions;  his  object  had  been  mere- 
ly to  show,  without  descending  to  particulars, 
that  the  banks  had  over  traded.  He  referred,  for 
illustration,  to  the  Bank  of  Washington,  reputed 
a  prudent  bank,  which  on  a  capital  of  $350,000, 
what  with  stock  and  discounts  to  individuals,  drew 
interest  on  $800,000.  His  object,  he  said,  when 
up  before,  was  to  prove  that  the  banks  generally 
had  done  a  business  which  would  authorize  them 
to  divide  at  the  enormous  rate  of  fourteen  and  an 
half  per  cent,  on  their  capital  paid  in,  dbc. 


Mr.  SaaaBANT  spoke  at  some  length  in  expla- 
nation of  his  views. 

Mr.  Pitkin  followed  in  support  of  the  motion 
to  reduce  the  capital  of  the  bank,  declaring  him- 
self decidedly  friendly  to  the  incorporation  of  a 
bank  of  something  like  moderate  capital,  on  true 
commercial  and  practical  principles,  but  on  no 
other. 

The  question  on  reducing  the  capital  to  twenty 
millions  was  finally  taken,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative—yeas 49,  nays  74.  The  Committee  then 
rose,  and  the  House  adjoomed. 


Tuesday,  February  29. 

Mr.  HoPKiNSON  presented  a  petition  of  a  com- 
mittee on  behalf  or  the  surviving  ofiicers  of  the 
Pennsylvania  line  of  the  RevoIutioBary  army, 
praying  for  further  compensation  for  the  services 
of  said  ofiicers. 

Mr.HoPKiNSON  also  presented  petitions  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the 
claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  tbe  Revoia- 
tionary  army  may  be  again  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  that  additional  allowances  may  be  made 
to  them.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.NBL80N,from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  respecting  the 
powers  of  their  Governor;  which  was  read,  and 
the  resolution  therein  contained  was  concuned  in 
by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Resolved.  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  tne  petition. . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hanson, 

Besolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
cases  in  which  he  has  employed  or  caused  to  be 
employed  counsel  to  assist  the  Attorney  Gkneral 
in  prosecuting  causes  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States ; 
stating  as  nearly  as  may  be  the  amount  of  prop- 
erty in  dispute  in  each  case,  the  names  of  the  coun- 
sel so  employed,  the  period  of  employing;  them, 
and  the  compensation  granted  to  them  in  eaen 
case ;  also  the  manner  of  making  such  compen- 
sation, and  the  fund  out  of  which  the  same  was 
paid. 

Mr.  Hanson  and  Mr.  Dablinqton  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  present  the  foregoing  rea- 
olution  to  the  President. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  '^concerning  field 
officers  of  the  militia,"  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whtfle  House  on 
Monday  next. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Babbitt  and  John  Dennis."  was  read  twio^ 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  '^  relating  to  evidence 
in  cases  of  naturalization,"  was  read  the  third 
time  as  amended,  and  being  on  its  passage,  it  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  49eBate  <*  for  the  relief  of 
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Lienteatot  Colonel  William  LawreDce,  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  and  the  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  privates,  composing 
the  garrison  of  Fort  Bowyer,  in  the  year  1814/' 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY. 
Mr.  Wa&o,  of  Massachnsetts,  moved  that  the 
House  proceed  to  consider  the  resolutions  submit* 
ted  by  him  some  days  ago,  in  the  following  words : 

Eet^budf  That  all  dntias,  imposts,  and  ezdsss,  isid 
bj  Congress,  onght  not  only  to  be  laid  nnifinrmly  throagh- 
ont  ttie  Unitsd  States,  agneaUy  to  the  provision  in  the 
Constitntion,  bat  ought  to  be  ooUected  in  all  parts  of 
the  United  States  in  the  same  carrency»  or  in  cnrren- 
dee  equivalent  in  value. 

Ruolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
instructed  to  receive  alone  in  payment  of  duties,  im- 
poets,  excises,  and  debts,  due  to  the  United  States, 
gold,  silver,  and  copper  coin,  Treasuiy  notes,  and  the 
notes  of  such  banks  as  pay  specie  for  their  bills,  except- 
ing in  cases  in  which  is  is  otherwise  provided  by  law. 

And,  on  the  question  of  consideration,  he  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolutions — 
yeas  52,  nays  49 :  and  the  question  being  stated 
on  adopting  the  resolutions — 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  refer  the  resolutions  to 
the  Committee  on  the  National  Currency,  which, 
he  said,  already  had  the  subject  under  consider- 
ation. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Ward  at  some 
leojp^th,  who  thought  the  resolution  spoke  for  it- 
self and  could  be  decided  on  bv  the  House  with- 
out the  aid  of  a  committee  j  that  the  reference 
would  also  be  productive  of  delay,  in  regard  to 
measures  which  he  regarded  as  of  great  urgency, 
as  well  as  of  necessity. 

Mr.  Wrigbt  supported  the  reference,  and  re- 
plied briefly  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Ward. 

After  some  further  discussion,  the  resolutions 
were  referred  as  moved  by  Mr.  Calhoun — ayes 
62,  nays  49. 

THE  NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  National  Bank. 

On  motion  of  Mr.CADT,  with  the  assent  of  Mr. 
Calhodm,  the  bill  was  amended  by  striking  oat 
so  much  thereof  as  gives  to  Congress  the  privi- 
lege, hereafter,  of  extending  the  capital  of  the 
hank  from  ihiHy-Jive  to Jifty  millions. 

Mr.  Cady  moved  to  amend  the  bill  bv  striking 
out  so  much  thereof  as  authorizes  a  subscription 
by  the  Gbvemment  of  seven  millions  to  the  capi- 
tal stock  of  the  bank,  and  supported  his  motion 
by  a  number  of  observations.  He  contended  that 
no  advantage  would  accrue  to  the  United  States 
fronn  the  possession  of  this  interest  in  the  Bank. 
The  money  to  pay  for  this  stock,  he  said,  would 
cost  the  United  States  mo^  than  any  profit  they 
could  derive  from  it— that  is,  by  the  expense 
attending  its  collection ;  all  the  funds  of  the  Gov- 
ernment accruing  sooner  or  later  from  taxation 
on  the  people ;  and  would,  besides,  render  neces- 
sary the  imposition  of  additional  taxes  to  meet  it. 
It  would  be  like  an  individual's  taking  up  money 


at  18  per  cent,  (which  he  estimated  as  the  cost  of 
collection,  ^.)  to  put  into  this  bank.  The  seven 
millions  of  money,  he  added,  would  contribute 
more  to  the  wealth  and  improvement  of  the  coun- 
try—would produce  in  the  end  a  better  interest 
to  the  United  States,  by  suffering  it  to  remain  in 
the  hands  of  the  people — than  it  could  possibly 
do  hj  being  invested  in  the  stock  of  this  bank. 
But  It  had  been  intimated  that  a  stock  might  be 
created,  bearing  5  or  6  per  cent,  interest,  for  the 
purpose  of  payinjg  the  proportion  of  the  United 
States'  subscription  to  the  bank,  the  bank  interest 
on  which  would  redeem  it  in  time.  Though  this 
idea  was  plausifole,  Mr.  C.  argued  it  was  not  solid. 
The  United  States  must  nltimatelv  pay  the  stock; 
and  as  to  the  income  or  profit  to  tne  Oovernmenc 
from  the  bank,  it  would  bo  much  more  simple  to 
compel  it  to  pay  such  a  sum  annually  to  the 
Treasury,  without  the  circuitous  process  of  tak- 
ing stock  in  it,  d&c.  He  suggested  other  modes  by 
which  the  hank  could  be  made  to  contribute  to 
the  general  wealth,  without  the  Government's 
becoming  a  stockholder,  4kc. 

Mr.  Calhoun  opposed  the  motion,  so  decidedljr, 
that  he  said  he  should  consider  the  success  of  it 
as  tantamount  to  a  decision  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill.  He  showed  by  his  statement 
of  the  operation  of  vesting  this  stock  in  the  bank 
(which  by  the  bill  is  to  be  done  in  certain  annual 
proportions)  that  there  would  be  a  clear  gain  to 
the  Government  of  at  least  2  per  cent,  per  annum 
— being  the  difference  between  the  interest  the 
Government  pays  on  the  stock  and  the  interest  it 
would  receive  on  its  bank  shares. 

Mr.  Randolph  supported  themotion,and  availed 
himself  of  the  occasion  of  his  rising  to  enter  largely 
into  the  subject,  in  a  speech  of  considerable  length. 
His  i^eneral  views  follow:  He  said  he  should 
vote  for  this  motion,  because  one  of  his  chief  ob- 
jections—one of  them,  he  repeated— was  the  con<^ 
cern  which  it  was  proposed  to  give  to  the  United 
States  in  this  bank.  He  referred  to  the  sale  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  some  years  ago,  of  the 
shares  belonging  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  stated  the  reasons  of  his  approving  that  step; 
but,  he  added,  that  it  was  a  strong  argument 
affainst  the  feature  of  the  bank  bill,  now  under 
discussion,  that,  whenever  there  should  be  in  this 
country  a  necessitous  and  profligate  administm- 
tion  of  the  Government,  that  bank  stock  would 
be  laid  hold  of  by  the  first  Squanderfield  at  the 
head  of  the  Treasury,  as  the  means  of  filling  its 
empty  coflfers.  But,  if  there  was  no  objection  to 
this  feature  stronger  than  that  it  would  afford 
provision  for  the  first  rainy  day,  it  might  not  be 
considered  so  very  important.  He  argued,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  eternally  true,  that  nothing  but 
the  precious  metals,  or  paper  bottomed  on  them, 
could  answer  as  the  currenev  of  anv  nation  or  any 
age,  notwithstanding  the  fanciful  theories  that 
great  payments  could  only  be  made  hj  credits 
and  paper.  How,  he  asked,  on  this  pomt,  were 
the  mighty  armies  of  the  ancient  world  paid  off? 
Certainly  not  in  paper  or  bank  credits.  He 
expressed  his  fears  lest  gentlemen  had  got  some 
of  their  ideas  on  these  subjects  from  the  wretched 
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pAmpiilete  uoder  wbliok  tlUe  Brlti^  and  Am«ri» 
can  press  had  groaned  on  the  subject  of  a  eireor 
lating  mediam.  He  said  he  had  himself  osee 
turfi^  projector,  and  sketched  the  plan  of  a  bank, 
of  which  It  was  a  feature  that  the  GoTeruneat 
should  have  a  concern  it  $  but  he  became  coo- 
vineed  of  the  fallacy  of  hie  views ;  he  found  his 
project  would  not  answer.  His  objection  to  the 
agency  of  the  Qovernmeat  in  a  bank  was  there>- 
fore,  he  said,  of  no  recent  date,  but  one  long  since 
formed.  The  objection  was  vital ;  that  it  would 
be  an  engine  of  trreeistible  |>ower  in  the  hands 
of  any  Administration ;  that  it  would  be  in  poli- 
ties and  finance  what  the  ceiebrafied  proposition 
of  Archimedes  was  in  physics — a  place,  the  ful- 
crum from  which,  at  the  will  of  the  Eiceutive, 
the  whole  nation  could  be  hurled  to  destruction^ 
or  managed  in  any  way,  at  his  will  and  discre- 
tion* 

This  bill,  in  the  view  of  MV.  R.,  presented  two 
distinct  questions :  the  one  frigidly  and  rigorously 
a  mere  matter  of  calculation ;  the  other,  involv* 
ing  some  very  important  political  considerattons. 
In  regard  to  the  present  depreciation  of  paper,  he 
did  not  appear  to  asree  wKh  those  who  thought 
the  establishment  of  the  National  Bank  would 
not  aid  in  the  reformation  of  it.  If  he  were  to 
go  into  the  cauaea which  produced  the  present  atate 
of  thia^,  he  said,  he  should  never  end.  Aa  to 
the  share  the  banks  themselves  had  in  producing 
it^  he  regarded  the  dividends  they  had  made, 
since  its  commencement,  as  conclusive  proofs 
The  present  time,  Mr.  R.  went  on  to  remark, 
was  in  his  view  oae  of  the  most  disastfous  he 
had  ever  witnessed  in  the  Republic,  and  this,  bill 
proved  it.  The  proposal  to  establish  this  great 
bank  he  described  as  a  crutch,  and^  as  far  as  he 
understood  it,  it  was  a  broken  one:  it  would 
tetkd,  inMead  of  remedying  the  evil,  to  aggcavate 
it.  The  evil  of  the  times^  he  eaid,  was-  a  spirit 
engendered  in  this  Republic,  fatal  to  Republican 

firiaeiples,  fatal  to  Republican  virtiUe;  a  spirit  to 
ive  by  any  means  but  those  of  honest  industry  | 
a  epint  of  profusion^^-in  other  vrords,  the  spirit 
of  Catiline  himself,  aUetU  taridm^^  Buiphfimi^*^ 
a  spirit  of  expediency,  not  only  in  public  but  pri- 
vate life;  the  system  of  Diddler  in  the  farce, 
living  any  way  and  wey— wearmg  an  eaepeaaive 
coat,  and  drinking  the  finest  wines,  at  anybody's 
eaepense.  This  bank,  he  imagined  /he  was  far 
frdm  ascvSbifig  to  the  gentleman  trom-  South 
Carolina  any  such  views)  was  to  a  certain  ex^ 
tent  a  mbdifioation  of  the  same  syatem.  Con- 
nectad,  as  it  was  to  be,  with  the  QovernmeDt. 
whenever  it  went  into  operation,  a  soeoe  wouldi 
be  exhibited  on  the  great  theatre  of  the  United 
States^  at 'the  contemplation  of  which  he  shad* 
dered*  If  we  mean  to  trajMmit  our  institutions 
unimpaired  to  posterity,  if  some  now  living  wish 
to  continue  to  live  under  the  same  institutions 
by  which  they  are  now  ruled-rand,  with  aU  its 
eviU  real  or  imaginary,  he  presumed  no  man 
wOQld  question  that  we  live  under  the  easiest 
Qovernment  on  the  globe— we  must  put  bounds 
to  the  spirit  which  seeks  wealth  by  every  path 
bat  the  plain  and  regular  path  of  honest  industry! 


and  honest  fame.    This  wsb  one  of  the  gnHMda* 
on  which  he  was  hostile  to  this  bilL 

Alluding  to  Mr.  WcnaTBR'a  obaacvatioa  reapoot- 
ing  the  laws  fixing  the  currency  of  the  United . 
States,  he  said,  it  was  very  true  they  were  dear 
and  peremptory  in  their  provisions.    If  the  exist- 
ing laws  dfid  not  compel  men  to  pay  their  debts, 
the  establishment  of  a  bank  would  not;    Let  us 
not  di^uise  the  fact,  said  he,  pursuing  his  re^' 
marks  on  what  he  described  as  the  evil  of  the 
times ;  we  think  we  aro  living  in- the  better  tiaaes 
oftfae  Repnbfie,  we^de^ve  oumeftves;  wware 
almost  4n  the  days  of  Sf  Ua-and  lliirtus ;  yea^  w«- 
hitveaknosi  got  down  to  the  time  of^Jugofihit. 
Ir  wae  unpmsant,  he  said,  to  put  one's  seiF  iir 
array  against  a  great  leading  interest  in  a  com- 
mottity,  be  they  a  knot  of  land  speculators,  paper 
jobbers,  or  what  not ;  but,  he  said,  every  man  yov 
meet  i a  this  House  or  out  of  it,  with  some  rare 
exceptions,  which  only  served  to  prove  the  rule, 
wa^  either  a  stockholder,  president,  cashier,  clerk, 
or  doorkeeper,  runner,  engraver,  paper-maker,  or 
mechanic  in  some  other  way  to  a  bank.    The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvama,  he  said,  migbc 
dismiss  bis  fears  for  the  State  banks,  with  their 
one  hundred  and  seventy  millioos  tk  paper  on 
eighty-two  millions  of  capital.    However  great 
the  evil  of  their  conduct  might  be,  he  asked,  in 
the  course  of  his  Illustrations,  who  was  to  bell  the 
cat — who  was  to  take  the  oull  by  the  horns? 
You  might  as  well  attack  Gibraltar  with  a  pocket 
pistol  as  to  attempt  to  punish  them.   There  were 
very  few,  he  said,  who  dared  to  speak  troth  to  this 
mammoth;  the  banks  were  so  linked  together 
with  the  business  of  the  world,  that  there  were 
very  few  men  exempt  from  their  influence.   The 
true  secret  is,  said  he,  the  banks  are  creditors  as 
well  as  debtors;  and  if  we  were  merely  debtors 
to  them  for  the  paper  in  our  pockets,  thejr  would 
soon^  likd  Morris  aod  Nicholson,  go  to  jail  (fig^> 
urattvely^peaking)  for  having  issued  more  paper 
than  they  were  able  to  pay  when  presentedf  to- 
them.    A  man  had  their  note,  he  said,  for  fifty 
dollars  perhape  in  his  poekelj  for  which  he  wants 
fifty  Spanish  milled  doUaw;  but  they  have  his 
note  for  five  thowand  in  their  poaseaaion,  aad* 
laugh  at  his  demand*    We  are  tied  hand  and 
foot,  Mr.  R*  sand,  and' bound  to  cottoiliateifhaa 
gaeat  mammoth,  whieh  ia  aet  up  to  worship  an 
thia  Chriatian  ImmI— we  are  bound  to  paopitiaie* 
it,  dbe.    Tho^  he  aaid^whUst  ooa  (ieviemoi«aa< 
denoonoea  hiemrcfay,  will  pemait  no*  prieiUgad 
order  for  conducting  theaervioeof  the^only  trve 
Qod,  whilst  it  denottnees  nobility,  dtc,  hasr  a  |irt^* 
y  tlcged  order  of  new  men  grown  up,  the  preaaote 
of  whoae  fool  he  at  thia  moment  felt  on  hia  iieak. 
If  anything  conldreaonoile  him  to  thie  moaatrona 
aliiaBce  bSween  the  bank  aad  the  Gtovetaman^ 
he  could,  if  the  object  could  be  attaiaed  of  oorn-^ 
pelling  these  banks  to  fulfil  thair  engagements, 
almost  find  in  his  heart  to  go  vrith  the  genilemaa 
In  voting  for  it. 

Mr,  R.  pmoeedcd  ton  miiiiHe  examination i of 
the  atate  of  the  paper  currency,  and  its  various 
phases,  reoeatly  and  in  eadier  times.  The  stoff 
utteeed  on'  ail  hands,  and  abaolmely  got  by  ratOi 
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-iiy^  ihe  haberdtshnrs'  boys  behiad  tbe^coanters  in 
the  tbops,  that  the  paper  now  id  circolatioD  would 
httf  aoy thUig  you  want  as  well  as  g^d  aad  silver, 
was  answeted,  he  said,  by  sayiag,  that  yea  want 
to  buy  siWer' with  i(.    He  exaiuined,  in  detail, 
tho  preaani  mode  of  banking,  which,  he  saidigoes 
:to  demoralize  society ;  it  was  as  much  swindling 
tQ:i8»ne  notes  with  inient  not  to  pay,  as  it.  was 
bqiglary  to  break  txpen.  a  house.    Ir  the.jr  were 
unible  to.pay,  the  banks  were  bankrupts;  if  able 
to^iay.  and  would  not,  they  were  fraudulent  bank- 
rupts, Ac.    Sot,  he  said,  a  man  might  as  well  go 
:ta  Constantinople  to  preach  Christianity,  as  to 
get  up  here  and  preach  againsi  banks.    He  dcs* 
paised)  he  said,  almost,  of  remedying  the  eWl  they 
««ise,  when  he  saw  so  many  men  of  respectabil* 
jtY  direetersiaiockholders,  oebtors  of  the  banks. 
To  pass  this  bill,  he  said,  would  be  like  getting 
rid  of  the  rats  by  setting  fire  to  the  house ;  whe* 
ther  any  other  remedy  could  bedcTlsed,  he  did  not 
BOW  undertake  to  pronounce.  The  hanks,  he-said, 
had  lost  all  shame,  and  exemplified  a  beautiful 
and  very  just  t^hservation  of  one  of  the  finest 
..writers,  that .  men  banded  together  in  a  common 
9Q00se,  will  collectively  do  that  at  which  every 
individual  of  the  eombmation  would  spurn.  This 
observation  had  been  applied  to  the  enormities 
eontmilted  and  connived  at  by  the  British  Sast 
Jndia  Company^  and  would  equally  apply  to  the 
jBuodern  system  of  .banking ;  but  still  mere  to  the 
jquffit  of  patty^  dbc,  on  which. Mr*  R.  digressed  at 
some  length. 

He  ihen  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  his- 
tory of  bank  paper  in  this  country,  and  stated  the 
.fiiet  thai,  not  DMay  years  ago.  the  New  England 
paper  bad  been  at  ahnost  as  great  a  diqeount  here, 
aa  the  paper  of  this  part  of  the  country  now  was 
•there  ^  and  that  even  in  New  BUiglana  the  notes 
of  aome  of  the  hanks  were  not  eurreni  wi  thin  the!  t 
own  States,  exeept  at  a  discount.    As  to  estab- 
itshioff  this  bank  to  prevent  avariatien  In  the 
ittte  of  exchaagftof  hank:paper^  hesaid,  you  Jttighf 
Tas  well  expect  to  preventa  variation  of  the  wind} 
'.you  mighty  said  he^  as:  well  «ass  an  mtt  of  Con- 
igffcsa  f  for:  which,  if  iiwottlo  be  of  any  «ffi»ct|  he 
•ahoiild  ocftaiaiy  vote)  to  prevent  the.  nonhwest 
.{wJod/rom'  blowing. m  our-teath  as  wei^o  from 
^ibe  HoDse  to  oar  lodgings. '  After  a  ratnute  dis* 
cussion  of  the  causes  and  rates  of  the  differeace 
(of.exchaoffe  i»the  paner of  fai ioaa ibanksiMn 
R.  cooelaMd  hm  leoMirks  by.  pledging  Mmself  to 
^jifMotoi  any  ftdnqnato  meana  to  .core  the  greal 
eviL  tbaliwarajBonsiHentrwith  ilien4ministratioii 
-of  io«  QofHeftaMiit|.invfUchai>maDoaa,ai  to.  con- 
Juno  to  the  ha^pinaas-of  the  tpe€|>ie^  and.iJbe  le-* 
.  forianiion  of  ihe  fmhHe  memls. 

:  Mr»;WABDdefieodpd  iheiiassachoeelta>hanking 
;iaatiiiiticins:fremimpMiaiioBs,  which  he  ihooght 
a  part  of  Mr.  R.^ remarks  on  iheisuffency  oal- 
:aalaied  tcieast  on  their, eerrect  maaagement. 

.Mr«0iiiTB«  of. (Maryland,  then  fose,.and  ad« 
dressed  the  Udusc  at  coosidertble  length  in.  oppo« 
.fitioB.to  the.motion  before  the  Hoase,  andjn  re- 
.ply>(o-Mr«  CADir^iMr*  RaaiDOi»p%aiid  other t^n- 
.U<|0M».  He  :eipiiiin«di  by.  jraple  UhMlralioas« 
tlhibpiffctKaiioetnihich  gj»t«oCt)ttIiafiMMiUBakik 


would  have  over  the  notes  of  other  banks,  «Bd 
even  over  Treasury  notes  bearing  interest,  and  ^e 
manner  in  which  it  would  f^uard  itself  from  a  ran 
for  specie,  dbc.,  by  a  combination  of  individuals 
or  other  banks.  In  regard  to  the  direction  and 
management  of  fiscal  «&irs,  he  ^aid.  the  late  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  (meaning  Mr.  Qallatin,) 
who  went  into  that  Ilepactment .  with  as  many 
prejudices  as  any  roan  could  well  entertain, 
thought,  all  was  wrooff  there,  and  be  was  the  very 
person  to  set  all  right.  He  had  examined  the 
subject  day  and  night,  and,  after  all  his  examina- 
tion, he  had  not  found  a  single  iota  of  Mr.  Ham- 
ilton's system  which  it  was  necessary  to  alter, 
dbc.  By  this  anecdote.  Mr.  S.  illustrated  the^  ad- 
vantage of  practice  over  theory.  He  made  many 
remarxs,  to  show  the  operation  which  made 
Treasury  notes  generally  more  valuable  than  the 
notes  of  any  banlc  not  paying  specie,  and  less  val- 
uable than  the  notes  of  aoy  Bank  which  does  pay 
specie;  and,  be  said,  if  this  were  not  to  be  a  specie 
Mnk,  he  should  not  have  been  found  in  favor  of 
it.  The  depreciation  of  paper,  he  said,  was  not 
wholly  owing  to  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, as  he  proved  by  a  reference  to  the  dlfler- 
eoce  of  exchange  between  Baltimore  and  New 
York,  in  both  of  which  places  specie  was  notpaSd 
by  the  banks,  and  yet  the  exchange  was  9^  per 
cent,  pgainst  BaUimore^  ^c.  This  was  owing  to 
the  balance  of  irade  being. thrown  a{;aiost  them 
during  the  war,  the  Chesapeake  havmg  been  al- 
most wholly  shut  up,  whilst  Baltimore -veiaals 
put  into  the  port  of  New  York,  with  their  car- 
goes and  prises,  d^.  He  did  not  wish  the  Grov- 
emment  to  pay  any  money  into  this,  hank,  but 
•tock  to  be  oreated,  ^.,  rejecting  which  he  did 
not  know ;  but  he  should  move  an  amendment, 
and  also  to  expedite  the  payment  of  tho  specie 

Crtion.of  the  enbaoription  by  individimls  to  ihe 
nk|  for,-  without  three-fourths  of  the  pcopoeed 
amount  of  specie  in  its  vaults,  the  hanVwo^ld 
BOtjdafe  to  isstie  a  note. 

:Mr«  Cabt  again  spoke  in  aupport  of  hie  aao- 
tiouy  and  in  rapiv  to  the-  okijections  against  it. 
When  ha  eonoloded  the  Committee  rose. 


FiliOAY^  March  1. 

Mr*  TiLPAin  pnaientcd  a  petition  of  JaonBA-fi. 
Honatenn,  brother  ,a«d  igunrdlan  of  /Mossnian 
iHoialoun,  late  a  Ueoteoant  Cotooel  in  tha  Atmy 
^f  the  United  StateayaAd  who,  while  in  thai  isa- 
.paeity,  became  denanged  in  his  miiid,..pBay!ing 
.tha isomo;  meaauieaiay  bo  adapted  foe  the  suf^rt 
of  hia  siid  brother«-^Rele«ted  to  the  Commiilee 
on  Military  Afiahrs. 

:Mr.  Yanobt  made,  a  report  on  the  .petHiflns 
of  Thomas  l^amr,-  William  Youaff,. and  Wil- 
liam .Moeeley;  which  was  read;  when  Mr«  Y. 
reported  a. bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrar, 
William  Young,  and  WiUiam-Moseley ;  which 
wea  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Comabtee 
<»f  the  Whole. 

On  motion  ol.Mr.  Shitjb,  of  iCaffybwid,  the  Sec- 
retary of- War.was  diiMied  io.ky  bejfbreFlkis 
Hfi%Hi%n'  esjBimgte  of  Ac .  itawMgei  ynmiaed  Ay 
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the  vesiiels  sunk  in  the  entrance  of  the  port  of 
Baltimore,  by  order  of  the  Commanding  General, 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  passing  FortMcHenry. 
The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  establishing  the 
Post  Office  Establishment,  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  was  reported  to  the 
House. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsborougb— 

JUiolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Colambia  be  instructed  to  inquire  by  what  authority 
and  for  what  object  the  digging  of  the  ground  on  Cap- 
itol square  has  been  commenoed«  and  into  the  propri- 
ety of  putting  a  stop  to  it. 

[Mr.  Q*  had  reference  in  his  resolution  to  some 
operations  commenced  on  the  public  square  for 
making  bricks.] 

After  some  remarks  to  show  the  great  evils 
resulting  to  the  community  from  the  influx  of 
unauthorized  notes  purporting  to  be  issued  by 
hanks  which  no  one  knew,  and  which  in  some 
cases  were  palpable  frauds,  unsupported  by  any 
ability  to  pay  them,  Mr.  G.  moved  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  agreed  to : 

Reaohfedt  That  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  several  banks  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  prohibiting,  within  the  said  District,  Uie  circulation 
of  notes  issued  by  any  private  banking  association, 
whether  ^nsting  within  the  District  or  elsewhere,  and 
of  restraining  the  formation  of  such  private  banking 
associations  in  future. 

TRAFFIC  IN  SLAVES. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  rose  and  said  that  it  was 
his  purpose  to  move  for  instructions  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  said  District  upon  a  subject  of  in- 
flnitely  more  importance  in  every  point  of  view 
than  those  to  which  Mr.  Goldbboboitoh  had 
adverted.  He  expressed  a  wish  that  some  other 
gentleman  had  undertaken  the  business;  but  as 
no  one  had  thought  proper  to  awaken  the  House 
to  a  sense  of  their  concern  in  it,  or  to  point  tbe 
fio|^r  of  scorn  at  it,  he  would  take  upon  him  the 
office  to  do  it,  and  to  call  upon  the  noose  to  pot 
a  stop  to  proceedings  at  that  moment  carried  on 
onder  their  very  noses ;  proceedings  that  were  a 
crying  sin  before  Qod  and  man;  a  practice 
which,  he  said,  was  not  stirpassed  for  abomina- 
tion in  any  part  of  the  earth;  for  in  no  part  of 
it,  not  even  excepting  the  rivers  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  was  there  so  great  and  eo  infamous  a 
slave  market  as  in  the  metropolis,  in  the  very 
Seat  of  Government  of  this  nation,  which  pridecl 
itself  on  freedoni.  Before  he  proceeded  forther, 
he  fenced  himself  in  against  all  suspicion  of  on* 
duly  interfering  in  the  verv  delicate  subject  of 
tbe  relation  between  the  slave  and  his  owner, 
and  to  that  end  he  reminded  the  House  that 
whero  a  bill  was  brought  in  some  years  before  to 

Erevent  the  prosecution  of  the  African  slave  trade, 
e  had  voted  against  it,  because  it  professed  a 
principle  against  which  it  was  the  duty  of  every 
man  of  the  southern  or  slaveholding  States  to  set 
his  face;  for  it  assumed  a  prerogative  to  interfere 
in  the  right  of  property  between  the  master  and 


his  slave.  *  On  account  of  that  opposition  he  had 
been  calumniously  and  falsely  held  op,  as  one  of 
the  advocates  of  the  most  nefarious,  the  most 
disgraceful,  and  most  infernal  traffic  that  has 
ever  stained  the  annals  of  the  human  race.  Upon 
another  occasion,  too,  when  a  member  of  that 
House  had  taken  upon  him  the  lien  between 
slave  and  master,  he  bad  raised  his  voice  against 
him.  He  had  never  directly  or  indirectly  acqui- 
esced in  the  weak  and  wailing  plans  of  thoee 
who,  by  way  of  relieving  the  untbrtonate  Afri- 
can, would  throw  the  States  into  danger;  he 
would  never  weaken  the  form  of  the  contract 
between  the  owner  and  his  slave,  and  he  woold 
never  deny  that  the  citizens  of  other  States  com- 
ing into  the  slaveholding  States  might  exereiae 
the  right  of  ownership  over  the  slaves  they  might 
porchase;  but  it  was  not  necessary  to  that  exer- 
cise that  this  city  shoold  be  made  a  depot  of 
slaves,  who  were  booght  either  from  croei  mas- 
ters or  kidnapped ;  and  of  those  who  were  kid- 
napped, he  said  there  were  two  kinda— slaves 
stolen  from  their  masters,  and  free  persons  stolen, 
as  he  might  say,  from  themselves.  It  was  not 
necessary  that  we  shoold  have,  here  in  the  veij 
streeu  of  our  new  metropolis,  a  depot  for  this 
nefarious  traffic — in  comparison  with  which  the 
traffic  from  Africa  to  Charleston  or  Jamaica  was 
mercy,  was  virtoe.  Indeed  there  coold  be  no 
comparison  rationally  instituted  between  taking 
those  savages  from  their  native  wilds  and  tearing 
the  civilized  informed  negro,  habituated  to  culti- 
vated life,  from  his  master,  his  friends,  his  wife, 
his  children,  or  his  parents.  As  to  the  right  of 
passing  through  the  place,  as  ordinary  occasions 
might  require,  it  was  unquestionable ;  but  there 
was  a  great  difference  between  that  and  making 
the  District  a  depot  for  a  systematic  slave  mar- 
ket—an assemblage  of  prisons  where  the  unfor- 
tunate beings,  reloetant,  no  doobt,  to  be  torn 
from  their  connexions,  and  the  affections  of  their 
lives,  were  incarcerated  and  chained  down,  and. 
thence  driven  in  fetters  like  beasts,  to  be  paid  for 
like  cattle.  Mr.  R.  therefore  moved  that  tile 
Committee  of  the  District  of  Colombia  should 
be  instrocted  to  inqoire  into  the  inhuman  and 
illegal  traffic  in  slaves  carried  on  in  the  District, 
and  to  devbe  some  speedy  means  to  pot  a  stop 
to  it. 

Mr.  Tucker  (chairman  of  that  committee) 
suggested  that  it  would  be  better  to  have  it  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  some  time  since  appointed 
to  form  a  system  of  laws  for  the  District. 

2dr.  Ramoolpb  expressed  his  regret  that  tbe 
honorable  gentleman  seemed  disposed  to  decline 
the  task,  and  offered  himself  to  take  his  share  in 
the  enterprise.  The  object  of  the  resolution,  he 
said,  was  a  more  coercive  police.  He  knew  that 
the  demands  for  cotton,  tobacco,  and  latterly  of 
sugar,  created  a  demand  for  slaves,  and  we  had 
a  description  of  people  here  like  those  described 
by  Mungo  Park,  (only  that  they  are  not  so  hu- 
mane or  so  honest,)  white  traden,  who  make  this 
their  depot,  and  sell  human  beings ;  and  to  verify 
this  charge,  and  show  the  aodacioos  villainy  of 
their  proceedinga,  ho  dwelt  upon  these  woida>^f 
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ED  adTertisemeot  of  a  Mile  of  oeffroes — ^'  No  ob- 
jection to  TRADERS  bidding,*^  The  increase  in 
the  price  was  the  temptation  for  which  their 
base,  bard-hearted  masters  sold  oat  of  their  fami- 
lies ihe  negroes  who  had  been  raised  among 
them.  That  lery  day  he  had  heard  a  horrible 
fact  from  a  respectable  gentleman  as  he  came  to 
the  House,  which  he  would  relate.  A  poor  ne- 
ffro,  bjr  bard  work  and  saving  of  bis  allowances, 
had  laid  by  money  enouffb  to  boy  the  freedom  of 
bis  wife  and  child,  and  had  paid  it  from  time  to 
time  into  the  hands  of  his  master,  but  the  poor 
fellow  died.  The  transaction  was  an  affair  of 
honor  with  the  master,  and  the  day  after  the  poor 
fellow's  death,  the  woman  and  child  were  sold. 
One  fact  like  this  spoke  volumes.  He  repeated, 
that  if  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  refused  to  take  upon 
him  the  inquiry  into  this  rank  offence,  he  (Mr. 
R.)  would  himself  be  among  these  people.  He 
declared  that  he  was  lately  mortified  at  being 
told  by  a  foreigner  of  high  rank,  ''Tou  call  this 
the  land  of  liberty,  and  every  day  that  passes 
things  are  done  in  it  at  which  the  despotisms  of 
Europe  would  be  horrorstruck  and  disgusted." 

Mr.  Wright  said  the  laws  were  sufficient  to 
take  cognizance  of  this  business,  and  said  that 
there  was  worse  slavery  practised  in  Europe, 
[Alluding  to  pressing  in  the  navy  of  England./ 

Mr.  GoLnaaoRouoH  expressed  his  satisfaction 
at  this  affair  being  brought  before  the  House. 
He  had  himself  more  than  once  met  more  than  a 
doseen  of  those  unhappy  wretches  marching  in 
droves  through  the  street.  He  met  them  even 
in  the  avenue,  and  it  was  a  notorious  fact  that 
this  was  the  channel  of  trpinsmission  for  them. 
Speaking  of  laws  was  useless.  When  the  evils 
were  seen  to  exist,  and  were  not  prevented,  it 
was  a  proof  that  the  laws  were  of  no  value,  or 
were  not  executed. 

Mr.  HonuNBON  had  no  idea  of  Congress  taking 
such  care  about  matters  of  inferior  consideration, 
while  such  flagitious,  and,  to  the  natiqn,  disgrace- 
ful deeds  of  guilt  were  suffered  to  be  perpetrated 
under  its  very  eye  and  with  its  knowledge.  He 
suggested  that  as  Mr.  Randolph  had,  to  his  own 
great  honor,  offered  his  co-operation,  it  would  be 
pest  to  appoint  a  select  committee  for  the  pur* 
pose,  and  moved  for  one  accordingly. 

Mr.  Tucker  declared  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  R.)  had  misunderstood  him,  and 
•  that  he  was  no  less  willing  than  himself  to  co- 
operate in  the  measure,  and  concurred  in  Mr. 
Hopxinbon's  opinion,  that  a  select  committee 
would  be  best. 

The  resolution  passed  is  as  follows : 

JUtohedt  That  a  oommittea  be  appointed  to  inqnire 
into  the  ezisteneo  of  an  inhamsn  and  illegal  traffic 
in  slaves  carried  on  in  and  through  the  Distoetof 
Colmnbia,  and  to  report  whether  any,  and  what, 
measares  are  necessary  for  pottioff  a  atop  to  the  same. 

Messrs.  Randolph,  Ho pkinson,  Ooldbbo- 
ROOGH,  Matrant,  Rud  Kbbr,  wcro  appointed  the 
said  committee. 


NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  National  Bank  bill. 
The  motion  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the  first  sec- 
tion  as  allows  Government  fb  subscribe  for  ser- 
entv  thoilisand  shares  of  the  stock,  being  still 
under  consideration — 

Mr.  Wright  opposed  the  amendment  at  some 
length.  He  was  sorry  to  see  a  plan  which  prom- 
ised such  great  benefit  to  the  country  in  the  pres- 
ent deranged  state  of  its  currency,  endangered 
by  the  present  motion.  If  the  motion  prevailed, 
he  should  be  compelled,  he  said,  to  vote  afainst 
^he  bill,  much  as  he  was  in  favor  of  establishing 
a  bank.  He  wished  to  see  the  bank  possessed  in 
part  by  the  Government  and  parti v  by  the  citi- 
zens, blecause  the  stock  of  it  would  be  extremely 
profitable.  The  Government  ought  to  have  an 
interest  in  the  bank,  as  they  would  thereby  be 
informed  of  all  the  plans  which  miffht  be  at  any 
time  entertained  by  the  directors  of  so  powerful 
an  institution.  He  was  not  afraid,  however,  to 
trust  our  citizens ;  nor  ought  they  to  be  suspicious 
of  the  Government;  andthe  participation  of  the 
Government  could  not,  he  conceived,  be  produc- 
tive of  injury  or  mischief.  Mr.  W.  adverted  to 
the  assertion  that  such  an  institution  would  real- 
ize the  imagined  lever  of  Archimedes,  with  which 
the  world  might  be  moved.  He  wished  it  did 
possess  that  mighty  power, and  it  could  be  brought 
to  bear  on  the  rotten  and  corrupt  Governments 
of  Europe.  We  have,  he  said,  given  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  world  examples  of  liberty,  of  valor  on 
the  sea  and  on  the  land,  and  he  should  be  glad  if, 
by  any  power,  we  could  crush  the  despotisms 
which  oppress  it,  dbc.  He  said  he  was  surprised 
at  the  objections  made  by  gentlemen  from  the 
Bast  to  establish  this  bank  on  so  large  a  propor- 
tion of  the  public  stock,  as  the  effect  would  be  to 
raise  that  stock  immediately  to  par,  dsc. 

Mr.  JbWbtt,  in  reply,  said,  the  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down  baa  exorcised  the  House  in 
the  outset,  and  had  threatened  it  with  voting 
against  the  bill  if  it  did  not  suit  him.  He  would 
not  follow  the  example  of  that  gentleman.  He 
would  not  go  to  Europe  to  put  down  Govern- 
ments, to  light  flames,  and  put  oui  fires;  but  he 
would  state  a  few  matters  or  fact.  This  question 
affected  the  interest  of  every  State  and  town  in 
the  country.  It  was  of  great  magnitude;  it 
would  either  restore  the  credit  of  our  currency, 
or  make  it  worse  than  it  is  already;  and  to  illus- 
trate his  opinion  on  this  important  subject,  he 
would  state  a  case  in  point.  Some  ten  or  fifteen 
years  ago,  be  said,  there  was  a  certain  State  (Ver- 
mont^ which  had  no  bank;  but  there  were  banks 
in  adjoining  States  which  afforded  much  profit; 
and  the  people  of  the  State  thought  they  might 
as  well  grow  rich  by  banking  as  their  neighbors. 
They  sup{>osed,  if  the  limited  meaus  and  num- 
bers of  private  banks  could  make  money,  that 
the  extended  mean»  of  a  State  would  make  an 
institution  still  more  profitable;  that  it  would 
drive  out  the  paper  of  other  banks,  facilitate  the 
operations  of  the  State,  dsc,  as  had  been  argued 
in  favor  of  the  bank  now  proposed.    A  State 
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bank  was  accerdia^iy  etiaUiahed  on  a  small  spe- 
cie capital,  and  paper  to  a  large  amouat  issued, 
which  they  thought  would  aerer  be  returaed  for 
paymeat.  What  was  the  ooaseqaence?  The 
mper  of  other  baaks,  it  was  iroej  disappeared ; 
hut  it  was  because  of  the  suspicioa  which  at- 
tached to  the  State  paper.  The  machiae,  if  it 
might  be  called  so,  weat  oa  badly ;  it  was  attrib- 
uted to  bad  maaagemeat  of  its  coaceras;  aad 
attempts  were  made  to  remedy  the  defects,  but 
in  .vaia.  The  paper  depreciated  from  six  ^o.ten, 
flad  from  tea  to  fitteea  per  ceat.;  aad  fiaally,  by 
the  juggle,  the  people  of  the  State  lost,  how 
much  he  was  aot  certaia,  but  a  sreat  amouat  he 
kaew.  So  it  would  be,  he  said,  with  the  plan 
DOW  coatemfdated,  if  aot  ameaqed;  aad  if  the 
objectioas  to  it  were  aot  obviated,  be  should  be 
compelled  to  vote  against  the  bill,  although  he 
was  stroagly  ia  favor  of  a  baak  oa  proper  priaci- 
ples.  If  passed  ia  its  preseat  shape,  it  would  en* 
tail  evils  oa  the  couatry,  which  moaey  could  aot 
compeasate.  4cc. 

Mr.  R0B8  advocated  the  motioa  to  amead  the 
bilL  He  did  not  believe,  as  had  beea  argued,  that 
a  parti cijpatioa  ia  the  baak  would  streaglhea  the 
arm  of  the  Goverameat,  or  be  very  profitable* 
If,  however,  the  arm  of  Qoverameat  was  to  be 

.jtirengthened  by  weaken ipg  that  of  the  citizeas, 
mod  uaitiflg  with  a  privileged  atistacracy,  he  was 

.  decidedly  opposed  to  it.    He  did  aot  wish  the 

*  Ooverameat  to  become  partners  in  such  a  privi* 
ileged  order.  If  ihe  reasons  for  retaining  the 
principle  in  the  bill  were  correct,  he  thought  the 
proportion  allowed  too  small.    If  Government 

.  was  to  derive  this  great  profit  from  the  particl* 

S^iion,  its  share  was  not  gieat  enough.  It  had 
eea  said  that  the  iafl^u«ace  of  oae  bank  (the  Maa- 
Mttaa)  could  have  prevented  the  electioa  of  Mn 
Jefferson  to  the  Presidency;  if  that  bapk  had 
been  under  Executive  control,  he  believed  its 
power  WAUld  have  been  exerted.  This  was  a 
proof  of  the  danger  of  giving  Government  a  great 
lAflueace  in  such  institutions.  ^  He  was  opposed 
to  the  plan  chiefly  from  his  objections  to  joining 

.  i; moneyed  aristocracy,  aad  his  fears  that  it  might 

.  (OperiKe  iajoriously  to  the  (iber|ies  of  the  couo- 

.  iry,  ^. 

Mr.  GoM^BBORoaoH  made  a  few  remarks  oa 
the  motioa.    If  the  provisioa  was  inserted  as  an 

,  .apology  for  the  appoiatmeni  of  ihe  five  directors 
,Jby  the  Goverameat,  thea  he  was  opposed  to  it  i 
.hul  if  it  would  be  as  profitable  as  was  predicted^ 

..aad  would  enable  us  to  dispense  with  some  of  the 
BliaMag  iateraal  taxes,  he  should  be  glad  to  votr 

.  for  it  A  good  baak,  Mr.  G.  s%id,  wpold  be  very 
serviceable^  aad  he  should  vote  agaiast  the  mo* 

,  tipn  because  he  could  aot  see  that  any  harm 
would  arise  from  the  iiation  participating  in  a 
pecuaiary  establish  meat,  dtc. 

The  questioa.  was  thea  takea  oa  strikiag  out 
the  provision,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  fol- 
lows: For  the  amendment  38,  against  it  61. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  proceeded  with 
the  consideration  of  the  rest  of  the  bill.    After 
the  adoption  of  some  verbal  amendments —  * 
„  Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  to  substitute . Wasi^ingtoa 


city  for  Philadelphia,  as_  the  place  to.  which  to 
retura  the  books,  ^.,.(to  place  the  baak  at  Wash- 
ingtoQ.)  Mr.  W.  said,  having  a  strong  desire  that 
the  bill  should  pass,  aad  knowiag  some  to  feel  a 
delicacy  ia  supporting  it,  from  Coostitutioaal 
scruples,  he  thought  it  better  to  fix  the'  baak 
where  there  could  be  ao  objeclioas  oa  that  score, 
aad  where  also  its  operations  would  be  facilitated. 
Washingtoa  is  the  seat  of  Groverameat  of  the 
aatioa,  aad  here,  he  said,  it  would  be  uader  the 
eye  of  the  Goverameat,  whera  there  would  be 
less  daoger  from  so  great  a  moaey ed  aristocracy, 
aad  the  aational  iaterest  would  be  better  guarded 
thaa  at  any  other  place.  Mr.  W.  said  it  was  aot 
his  purpose  to  aaticipate  objections  to  his  mo- 
tioa ;  but  the  principal  one  he  knew  to  be,  that  a 
sufllcient  number  01  persons  could  not  be  found 
at  Washiagloa  qualified  for  directors.  The  force 
of  this  objectioo  he  deaied  ia  the  extent  to  which 
it  was  urged.  Ia  the  city  aad  aeighboriag  coun- 
try, he  was  coavlaced  that  there  would  be  fouad 
abundant  talents  for  managioff  the  concerns  of 
the  bank.  The  people  of  this  District,  moreover, 
deserved  highly  of  the  Government.  They  had, 
in  time  of  need,  doae  as  much  or  more,  ia  pro- 
portion to  numbers,  to  aid  the  country.  .t)ian  any 
other  section  of  the  Union.  Mr.  W.  adverted  to 
the  source  whence  the  bill  originated,  and  insin- 
uated  that  much  of  the  gronod  for  recommend- 
ing Philadelphia  must  be  attributed  to  the  par- 
tiality of  those  who  had  named  that  city  i a  the 
bill  I  and  coacluded  by  saying  that  the  motive  for 
fixing  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  at  Phil- 
adelphia was  the  same  that  ought  now  to  place 
the  preseat  baak  here,  to  wit,  that  it  is  the  seat  of 
Goverameat. 

Mr.  RosmTBON  said  he  coincided  with  the  gen- 
tlemaa  ia  some  of  his  views.  He  eooid  see  no 
strong  reaeoa  forpreferriag  Philadelphia ;  beeaose, 
if  the  object  was  to  select  a  city  on  account  of  its 
commerce,  Philadelphia  was  not  the  most  com- 
mercial place  1.  aad  if  that  faasoa^eaiAadth?  bank 
&om  the  Seat  of  QoverBment.  the  fame, reaiH>ii 
would  prevent  its  beiag  Xocateuat  Philaddphia* 
But  Mr.  R« Mid  he  hM  another  reasoa  for.disap- 
proving  tbe.plikce.BMiiUoafed  in  the  hUl'-'-hew^s 
uawiUiag  to  iqpM^^iippa  Ph^ladel|»i»ia  aa  iaati- 
luiioB  BO  obaoxiBUs  to  theBeprBaeBtaUvesiipam 
ihat  ciiy«  all  of  r  whom  w«re  so  deoiiMly  haatile 
to  the  baak.  However,  ha  aaid,.he  should  aot 
vpte  for  the  motioa.be.cBuse^as  airfaceof  ffseater 
commerce,,  he  prelerned  Phil«d|Mphia  to  Wash- 
ington. 

.  A(  the  8UggC9Jiioaof  Mr.  C4li«bouii,  whoAhought 
the  motion  bad  better  be  offered  on  a  subfifequeat 
stage  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Wbiobt  withdrew  his 
amendment  for  the  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbbbtbb,  the  bill  was 
BBieBded  by  iaaeiiiBg  aii^lajuse  :iBBkiBg\.fiifciga 
cBiBs^feoeivdUe;ibrBuhsciiptioBBiat  .thaii-if  alias- 
ceriaioed  valae^aod- not  acoordiag  to-thBjtBte 
&KBd  by  the  forsMr. act  >of  Gobbmss^  whiab  was 
admitted  to  be  iBeocvept,  partictuariy  iathe  valae 
placed  oa  Spaaishgold  colas. 

.  Mr.  SJIET^,  of  JRdryiaad,  advertiag-  to..the  in- 
siauation  which  had  beea  thrown  on^.U^t  the 
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baok  was  not  intended  to  be,  aod  could  oot  be,  a 
specie  baok ;  and  repeatiog  that  he,  for  one,  bad 
in  view  a  bank  of  no  other  kind — to  Insure  to  it 
that  character  therefore,  and  remove  the  doubts 
now  entertained  by  others— be  moved  to  strike 
out  the  yroiA  Jtoe  (the  amount  of  the  second  pay- 
ment, required  in  specie)  with  the  intention  of 
moving  to  substitute  a  larger  sum.  He  thought 
it  better  to  enable  the  bank  to  do,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  a  liberal  business,  and  at  the  same 
time  lessen  the  chance  of  drawing  out,  by  any 
run  on  it,  the  specie  at  first  paid  in,  dbc. 

Mr.  Calhoun  had  not  much  objection  to  the 
motion ;  though  he  thought  the  bank  could  cer- 
tainly do  safely  a  business  to  the  amount  of  the  first 
specie  payment ;  and  if  a  greater  business  was 
ofiered  to  them,. they  would  have  it  in  their  power 
to  increase  their  specie  at  pleasure.  His  only  ob- 
jection to  enlarging  the  first  cash  instalment  was, 
that  it  might  have  the  efiect  to  draw  the  specie 
out  of  the  existing  banks. 

Mr.  Smith's  motion  to  strike  out  the  word Jioe 
was  carried,  and  he  then  moved  to  fill  the  bwok 
with  the  word^fifteen,  and  to  strike  out  altogether 
the  last  payment  of  ten  dollars  in  specie,  which 
was  to  have  been  made  at  eighteen  months  from 
the  day  of  subscription ; — which  was  also  agreed 
to — ayes  56,  noes  44. 

Mr.  Root  said  the  section  under  their  consid- 
eration was  the  essential  part  of  the  contemplated 
institution,  as  it  contained  its  constituent  or  vital 
parts ;  and  proceeded  to  enumerate  the  various 
sxocks  receivable  in  subscription,  the  rates  fixed 
for  them  by  the  bill ;  the  price  paid  for  them  by 
the  lenders  to  the  Government,  and  the  profiu  now 
about  to  be  given  to  those  lenders,  by  raising*^he 
stocks  to  par — thus  grantiujg  a  bounty  to  those 
men.  The  same  reasons  did  not  exist,  he  said, 
for  such  a  measure  at  present,  as  existed  at  the 
last  session.  Then,  the  credit  of  the  Qovernment 
was  weak ;  now  it  was  strong.  He  would  not 
deny  that  the  lenders  to  the  CSoverament  might 
have  been  actuated  by  patriotic  motives;  but  that 
was  no  reason  for  granting  to  them  anything  more 
than  was  bargained  for — and  he  proceeded  to 
show  that  by  allowing  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  to  bnv  up  this  stock,  instead  of 
permitting  it  to  be  subscribed  in  the  bank  at  the 
rates  prescribed  by  the  bill,  the  Government  would 
save  about  two  millions  in  its  redemption,  4c. 
For  these  and  other  reasons  adduced,  he  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  fixing  the  rate  at  which  the 
nix  per  cent,  stock  shall  be  received  in  subscrip- 
tion to  the  bank  at  ninety  per  cent,  instead  of  par. 

Mr.  Calhodn  objected  to  the  motion,  lu  ob- 
vious efiect,  if  not  its  object,  he  said,  was  to  in- 
crease the  bonus.  If  the  stocks  are  depreciated, 
said  Mr.  C,  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  holders  of  it, 
but  of  the  Government  itself,  and  it  would  be  im- 
proper in  the  Government  to  take  advantage  of 
this  depreciation.  The  measure  would  also  bave 
an  injurious  influence  on  the  subscriptions  to  the 
bank,  without  answering  any  good  purpose,  and 
he,  therefore  hoped  the  motion  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Root  said  in  reply,  that  those  who  boasted 
so  much  of  having  loaned  their  money  to  the 
14th  Con.  Ist  Sess.— 36 


Government,  only  gave  their  depreciated  notes, 
and  received  in  return  the  notes  of  the  Govern- 
ment, by  which  they  made  a  great  profit,  and  that 
was  all  their  merit,  4c. 

Mr.  GoLDSBoaoooH  made  a  few  remarks  on 
the  motion.  He  thought  it  questionable  whether 
a  Government  ouebt  to  fix  on  its  own  stock  a 
manifest  depreciation,  and  in  this  instance,  it 
would  be  an  act  of  very  great  injustice,  and  a 
violation  of  public  £sith;  because,  in  the  next 
clause,  it  was  provided,  that  the  stock  sboud  be 
redeemed  and  liquidated  at  the  rates  at  which  it 
was  paid  in  to  the  bank,  dbc. 

Mr.  Ross  thought  the  circuinstaooe  deprecated 
by  the  gentleman  last  up,  existed  already ;  which 
opinion  he  supported  by  a  few  arguments.  The 
whole  system  of  this  bill,  he  said,  was  an  en- 
cotfragement  to  stock-jobbers,  and  was  of  the 
same  character  as  the  measure  which  once  ben^ 
fitted  the  speculators  at  the  expense  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  by  funding  their  certificates,  4c. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Root,  and  negatived — only  seven  or  eight 
gentlemen  rising  in  favor  of  it. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Satordat,  March  2. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  and  statement  of  additions  which  have 
been  made,  since  the  30th  September  last,  to  the 
funded  and  fioatiog  debts  of  the  United  States ; 
whicb  wat  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  IVrioct,  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  an  ar- 
rangement of  the  militia  expenses,  incurred  by  the 
States  without  the  sanction  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, reported  a  bill  for  the  payment  of  the 
militia  in  the  case  therein  mentioned  $  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hall, 

ReBolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  National 
Currency  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  compelliog  the  banks  in  the  difierent 
States,  after  the  first  day  of  November  next,  to 
resume  specie  payments,  by  increasing  the  duty 
on  stamps,  or  in  any  other  manner  which  may  be 
best  calculated  to  produce  the  desired  efiect. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  the  direct  tax  upon  the  United 
States  and  the  District  of  Colombia,  for  the  year 
1816."  with  amendmenu;  they  have  also  passed 
a  bill  '*  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitchill,"  in 
which  amendments  aod  bill  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  in  addition 
to  the  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Establish- 
ment. The  report  being  gone  through,  maar 
amendments  were  soccessiveljr  ofiered  to  the  bjll, 
which  produced  much  disenstion. 
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The  bill  haying  been  amended,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wright,  so  as  to  allow  to  members  of  Con- 
gress the  privilege  of  franking  letters  during  the 
recess,  the  same  power  was  attempted  to  be  ob- 
tained for  the  Cbaplain  ;  which  motion  was  sup- 
?octed  by  Mr.  Wright,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
Dickering,  and  then  negatired — veas  5. 
Mr.  Tallmadge  mored  the  following  amend- 
ment as  section  4. : 

And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  no  mail  shall  be 
transpcNTted  on  the  Sabbath ;  nor  shall  any  post  office 
be  opened  for  the  receipt  or  delivery  of  letters,  packets, 
or  newspapers,  on  the  Lord's  day ;  any  law  or  usage  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Mr.  T.  said,  when  he  recollected  the  nomerous 
petitions  which  had  been  presented  to  Congress 
trom  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  at  the  present 
session,  he  had  hoped  that,  when  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  made  their 
report,  they  would  have  noticed  this  subject  with 
particular  attention.  He  said  he  was  fortified  in 
this  hope,  from  the  consideration  that  the  subject 
was  not  a  new  one ;  it  had  been  presented  again 
and  again,  by  various  classes  of  the  community, 
without  respect  to  party,  praying  for  the  interpo- 
sition of  the  National  Legislature  to  prevent  the 
transportation  and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the 
Sabbath,  but  in  this  he  was  disappointed. 

He  was,  moreover,  aware  that  great  difficulties 
were  to  be  surmounted,  and  strong  prejudices 
overcome,  to  effect  the  objects  he  had  in  view. 
The  worst  passions  of  the  human  heart  would  be 
brought  into  exercise  when  their  stronghold 
should  thus  be  attacked.  The  plea  of  necessity, 
and  very  possibly  even  of  duty,  would  be  urged 
to  continue  a  practice  which  had  too  long  been  a 
reproach  to  our  legislative  code,  and  exposed  our 
country  to  the  judgments  of  Heaven. 

Mr.  T.  said,  the  argument  he  proposed  to  offer 
to  the  House,  in  support  of  his  amendment,  was 
of  a  twofold  nature.  It  had  for  its  basis  the  une- 
quivocal command  of  the  Supreme  legislator,  and 
it  was  fraught  with  blessioffs  to  mankind. 

It  would  be  needless,  said  Mr.  T.,  if  not  indec- 
orous, to  prove  the  Divine  institution  of  the  Sab- 
bath day.  In  this  enlightened  age,  and  in  a 
Christian  country,  it  is  presumed  that  such  a  task 
would  be  useless.  I  will  only  take  occasion,  said 
he,  to  remark,  that  in  the  decalogue  this  precept 
is  given  with  a  solemn  sanction,  and  with  great 
clearness  and  precision ;  nor  does  there  appear  to 
be  any  dispensing  power  left  to  human  wisdom, 
but  that  which  may  be  derived  from  works  of 
necessity  and  mercy. 

As  to  the  advantages  resulting  from  a  due  ob- 
servance of  this  sacred  precept,  they  are  numer- 
ous and  great.  The  cessation  of  labor  through 
one  day  out  of  seven,  serves  greativ  to  relieve  and 
refresh  both  man  and  beast,  aod  tbus  to  fit  them 
more  effectually  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  en- 
suing week,  but  the  solemn  duties  of  public 
worship,  which  are  more  immediately  enjoined 
on  this  holy  day,  are  by  no  means  to  be  dispensed 
with.  In  the  sanctuary  of  the  Lord,  and  from 
the  lips  of  the  priest,  are  the  people  to  expect  les- 
sons of  pare  morality  and  virtue. 


The  history  of  the  world,  in  every  age,  exhib- 
its indubitable  evidence,  that  where  the  Sabbath 
has  been  revered,  and  the  worship  of  the  Supreme 
Being  attended  with  reverence  and  devotion,  then 
public  prosperity  and  private  happiness  have  been 
most  abundantly  enjoyed.  In  ancient  history, 
the  Jews  afford  the  most  incontrovertible  evidence 
>of  this  truth.  While  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  the  Supreme  lawgiver,  they  were  com- 
manded to  observe  the  Sabbath  day  and  keep  it 
holy ;  to  worship  the  great  Jehovah  in  their  sol- 
emn assemblies,  and  wholly  to  abstain  from  ser- 
vile labor.  To  the  observance  of  these  duties 
manifold  blessings  were  promised ;  and,  on  their 
n^lect,  the  heaviest  judgments  were  denonneed. 
And  who  is  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know  that,  so 
long  as  they  remained  faithful  to  their  covenant 
obligations  and  obedient  to  their  God,  (and  no 
duty  was  more  pointedly  enjoined  than  a  due  ob- 
servance of  the  Sabbath.)  they  were  the  most 
prosperous  and  happy  nation  on  the  earth;  but 
when  they  declined  in.their  dutv,and  forgot  their 
vows ;  when  they  neglected  to  keep  the  Sabbath 
day  holy,  according  to  the  Divine  command,  and 
the  consequent  practice  of  idol  worship  supplftnt- 
ed  that  of  the  living  and  true  Gk>d,  they  became 
uneasy  under  the  restraints  of  the  law.  He  ful- 
filled his  righteous  judgments,  by  giving  them  up 
to  be  destroyed.  And  where  are  they  now  as  a  na- 
tion, and  what  has  become  of  their  beautiful  temple 
and  their  glory?  Nay,  further,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
venture  to  assert  that  there  is  not  a  nation  on 
earth,  where  the  great  Jehovah  is  not  respected 
by  a  due  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  that  the  peo- 
ple can  be  said  to  be  either  prosperous  or  happy. 

On  a  former  occasion,  when  this  subject  was 
before  Congress,  I  recollect  that  a  prominent  ob- 
jection against  granting  the  relief  prayed  for, 
was,  that  the  nation  was  in  a  state  of  war,  and  that 
it  became  indispensable  that  every  facility  should 
be  afforded  to  communication  as  well  as  transpor- 
tation. Happily  for  this  country  this  heavy  judg- 
ment has  been  removed,  and  we  are  now  at  peace 
with  all  the  world.  A  more  favorable  time  may 
probably  never  occur  to  retrieve  our  national 
character,  and  wipe*  this  foul  reproach  from  oar 
system.  Let  it  not  be  said  that  our  laws,  relating 
to  the  Post  Office,  do  not  absolutely  require  that 
the  Sabbath  should  be  broken  to  carry  them  into 
effect.  If  evils  exist  which  the  Legislature  can 
only  remedy,  and  they  omit  to  correct  them,  they 
must  be  deemed  responsible  for  all  their  conse- 
quences. 

I  am  aware,  however,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  ob- 
jections will  be  made  to  the  amendment  now 
proposed,  by  men  of  pleasure  and  amusement,  by 
men  of  business,  and  by  those  who  are  burdened 
with  the  cares  of  State.  The  pleasure  of  hearing 
from  friends;  of  receiving  and  communicating 
the  earliest  news;  and  of  promoting  worldly  pro- 
fits, will  be  deemed  by  many  insuperable  objec- 
tions to  the  proposition  which  I  have  now  sub- 
mitted. But,  sir,  to  every  objection  of  this  sort, 
it  is  enough  for  me  to  find  what  is  the  rule  of 
doty,  if  the  sanction  of  the  Supreme  lawgiver 
can  be  clearly  discovered  claiming  the  Sabbath 
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for  himself,  and  prohibiting  worldly  amusements 
and  empiojrments,  oar  duty  is  clear,  and  the  ne- 
glect of  it  is  criminah  In  that  case  we  may  not 
confer  with  flesh  and  blood ;  we  are  not  left  to 
consult  our  own  pleasure  and  adfrantage ;  but  we 
are  bound  to  obey,  and  to  trust  the  providence  of 
<3od  to  provide  for  us  in  some  other  way.  *'  Thus 
saith  the  Lord,"  is  calculated  to  silence  every 
objection,  and  lay  the  whole  race  of  Adam  at  his 
foots  took 

I  beg  leave  further  to  remark,  that  if  the  mails 
are  permitted  freely  to  pass  on  the  Sabbath,  and 
the  post  offices  to  be  opened  for  the  delivery  of 
letters  and  newspapers,  the  former  will  probably 
increase  to  disturb  the  worship  of  our  solemn  as- 
semblies, while  the  latter  may  become,  in  some 
places,  receptacles  for  those  devoted  to  noise  and 
riot.  Sir,  I  wish  to  see  this  evil  remedied  before 
it  has  progressed  so  far  as  almost  to  defy  the  sal- 
utary restraints  of  municipal  law ;  I  wish  to  see 
the  Sabbath  rescued  from  violation  and  reproach. 

In  offering  the  present  amendment,  I  hope  no 
one  will  impute  to  me  motives  derived  from  sel- 
fishness or  popularity.  I  am  fully  aware  that  the 
predominant  passions  of  the  human  heart  are  all 
against  me,  and,  having  nearly  closed  my  politi- 
cal life,  1  have  nothing  to  hope  for  or  expect  from 
popular  applause.  I  am  always  ambitious  to  ob- 
tain the  approbation  of  the  virtuous  and  the  good ; 
and,  whether  this  attempt  shall  succeed  or  not, 
I  ask  no  more  of  this  honorable  House  than  a  be- 
lief that  i  have  offered  this  amendment  from  a 
solemn  conviction  of  duty,  and  that  the  best  in- 
terests of  our  country  demand  such  a  measure  at 
our  hands.  I  have  only  one  request  further  to 
make,  which  is,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  may  be 
granted  on  the  final  decision  of  this  question. 

Mr.  T.'s  motion  gi|ve  rise  to  a  debate  of  consider- 
able length,  involving  the  argumentSypro  and  con. 
It  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Ingham,  (chairman  of  the 
Post  Office  Conunittee,])  because  the  subject  of  the 
motion  was  specially  referred  to  that  committee,  on 
which  they  would  very  soon  make  a  report,  when 
the  propriety  of  (he  measure  might  be  argued. 
The  motion  was  also  opposed  by  Messrs.  Pioksr- 
iHO,MiLi^,  of  Massachusetts,  Jaokson,  Hall,  and 
WaiOBT,  for  this  and  other  reasons. 

The  motion  was  finally  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive—yeas 35,  nays  100,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Baylies,  Brown,  Champion,  Com- 
stock,  Cttlpeper,  Davenport,  Hnlbert,  Jewett,  Kent, 
Langdon,  Law,  Lovett,  JLyle,  Lyon,  Maclay,  Marsh, 
MUnor,  Nelson  of  Massaehnsetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Nojes,  Pitkin,  Reed,  Rice,  Southard,  Stearns,  Strong, 
Stnrges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Voae,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Whiteside,  WUeoz,  Wilkin,  and  Wright. 

NATS-^Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Baker, 
Barbour,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Birdsall,  Blount,  Boss, 
Breckenitdge,  Brooks,  Bnmside,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Can- 
non, Chappell,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North  CaroUna,  Claj- 
too,  Clendennin,  Condict,  Conner,  Cooper,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Deaha,  Edwuds, 
Pomey,  Fonyth,  Gaston,  Goldsboroogh,  Goodwyn, 
Grifilii,  Orosvenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hanson, 
Haidin,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Herbert  Hopkinaon, 
Hongerfoid,  InghajB,  Jacksoot  Johnson  of  Virginia, 


Johnson  of  Kentucky^  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  North 
Caroiiha,  Lowndes,.  Lumpkin,  Mason,  Mayrant,  Mo- 
Coy,  McKee,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Oluo, 
Middleton,  Mills,  Moore,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Pick- 
ens, Pickering,  Piper,  Powell,  Randolph,  Reynolds, 
Robertson,  Root,  Sergeant,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sharps, 
Sheffey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Maryland^ 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Taul,  Tajlor,of  New  York, 
Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Thomas,  Throop, 
Tucker,  WaUace,  Ward  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Wilde,  Williams,  Thomas  Wibon,  Woodward, 
Yancey,  and  Yates. 

The  House  tben,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hall,  for 
reasons  which  he  stated,  agreed  to  reconsider  the 
amendment  which  gives  to  the  members  of  Con- 
gress the  privilege  of  franking  during  the  recess. 

In  the  debate  which  ensued  on  this  subject,  the 
privilege  of  franking  during  the  recess  wasadvo- 
eated  by  Messrs.  Ranoolph,  Wbiqht,  Grosvs- 
NOR,  and  CuLPEPER  ;  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Hall.  Comstock,  and  Pickering.  The  debate 
was  of  a  miscellaneous  character,  desultory  but 
rather  interesting.  The  principal  argument 
against  granting  the  privilege  was,  that  it  created 
at  their  home«,  in  private  life,  an  odious  and 
unjust  distinction  from  other  citizens,  in  favor  of 
members  of  Congress.  To  this  it  was  replied, 
besides  the  arguments  obviously  favoring  the 
amendment,  that  this  privilege  was  not  compar- 
able in  magnitude  to  that  of  exemption  from  mi- 
litia service  already  existing  by  law,  and  which 
no  one  would  propose  to  abrogate,  d^c  ^ 

The  amendment  going  to  allow  this  privilege 
to  members  of  Congress,  was  at  length  agreed  to 
— yeas  74,  nays  62,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Adgate,  Athsrton,  Bateman,  Bay- 
lies, Belts,  Birdseye,  Blount,  Boas,  Breckenridge, 
Burnside,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley, 
Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Condict,  Conner,  Cooper» 
Creighton,  Culpeper,  Gaston,  Groavenor,  Hammond, 
Hanson,  Hardm,  Henderson,  Hopkinaon,  Hulbert, 
Ingham,  Jackson,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lov- 
ett, Lowndes,  Marsh,  Maaon,  Mayrant,  McKee,  Mo> 
Leah  of  Ohio,  Middleton,  Mills,  MUnor,  Newton,  Noyes, 
Parris^  Powell,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Robertaon, 
Sergeant,  Schenck,  Sharp,  Shelby,  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Smith  of  Maryland,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor  of 
New  York,  Taylorof  South  CaroUna,  Thomas,  Throop, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wilkin,  Thomas  Wilaon, 
•Wright  Yancey,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Archer,  Baker,  Barbour,  Bassett, 
Bennett,  Brooks,  Clayton,  Comatock,  Crawford,  Cnth- 
bert,  Darlington,  Davenport,  Deaha,  Edwards,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Goldsboiough,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hale,  Hall, 
Hawea,  Herbert,  Hungerford,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  LumpUn,  Lyle,  Lyon,  Maclay» 
McCo/,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Moore,  Nelsoo  of  Vir- 
ginia, Pickens,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Root,  Savage, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Stanford,  Steama,  Strong, 
Tallmadge,  Taul,  Telfair,  Townsead,  Tucker,  Voce, 
Wallace,  Ward  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Whiteside,  WUcox,  Wilde,  WiUiams^  WiUoughby, 
William  Wilson,  and  Woodward. 

Mr.  GoLnsBOROUOH  moved  to  insert  in  the  bill 
the  following  section,  as  the  fifth  thereof,  viz : 

Sac.  6.  And  bt  ii  further  mactedf  That  veasels 
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mho&d  MniiMflv  is  eonined  to  bays  tad  rkfnn^  mad  to 
ports  ai^  plscss  between  which  no  regniar  and  direct 
nail  is  canied  by  water,  shall  be  exoepted  fieom  the 
operation  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  seetiens  of  the  act 
passed  at  the  last  sessioB  of  Coogiess,  entttied  **An 
aet  in  additioa  to  an  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  E^ 
tridkhment." 

And  the  (question  thereon  being  taken,  it  passed 
in  the  nesatiTe. 

SeveraT  other  amendments  were  proposed  to 
the  bill,  which  being  rejected^  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  eogrosfed  and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday 
next. 


MoNOAT,  March  4. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  petition  of  John  M.  Forbes, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  M.  Forbes; 
wnich  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time  to-day,  which  was  snbse- 
quently  done,  and  the  bill  passed. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  establish  the 
Post  Office  Department  was  announced  for  a 
third  reading,  but  recommitted  to  the  Post  Office 
Committee,  for  the  purpose  of  receiying  some 
trivial  amendment. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Rich- 
ard Mitchell  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Rahimlph,  on  the  part  of  the  committee 

appointed  to  inquire  into  the  illegal  traffic  of 

suiTes  carried  on  through  this  District,  asked  and 

'  obtained  jaothority  to  send  for  persons  and  papers 

relative  to  the  inquiry. 

COMPENSATION  OF  MEMBERS,  &c 

Mr.  JOHI10ON,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  considered 
it  his  duty  to  make  a  proposition  to  the  House, 
the  object  of  which  was  the  despatch  of  public 
business,  a  more  punctual  attendance  of  the  mem- 
bers of  Conffress  to  their  duty,  and  to  shorten  the 
sessions  of  Uongress,  by  changing  the  compen- 
sation of  the  members  iVom  six  dollars  per  day 
into  a  fftoss  sum  for  each  session,  and  by  other 
regnlations  connected  with  the  subjeot,  naving 
the  same  tendency ;  and  to  deduct  the  compen- 
sation of  members  in  proportion  to  their  absenoe 
from  the  House  during  the  session.  The  public 
business  has  been  so  protracted)  that  at  the  elose 
of  three  months,  no  member  eould  yet  eee,  with 
tktty  ceruinty,  the  termination  of  the  seeaioo. 
This  delay  may  be  aseribed  to  a  variety  of  causes: 
such  as  the  aecumulation  oi  buaioess  after  a 
war;  the  variety  of  sentiment  on  every  au^ 
jeet ;  hot  to  no  cause  could  we  ascribe  so  MMieh 
the  delay  of  business,  aato  the  constant  amd  never- 
ending  debate  on  ever^r  subject  that  eame  be- 
fore Cengrew  for  decision.  On  subjects*  of  im- 
pertanoe,  difficulty,  and  complioation,  discussion 
was  Decessarv  and  pro^ ;  and  on  such  occa- 
sions it  should  always  be  Indulged,  without  re- 
straint, until  the  sublet  was  thoroughly  under- 
stood. In  speaking  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
House,  he  did  not  wish  to  be  considered  as  cast- 
ing censure  upon  any  member ;  he  spoke  of  the 
House  as  a  body ;  he  spoke  of  evils  which  were 
afpweot  to  ail,  aad  it  wm»the4uty  of  all  to  put 


an  end  to  them.    He  could  speak  more  freely  g[ 
the  necessity  of  reform  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
House,  because  he  did  not  pretend  to  inculpate 
himself  less  than  others ;  on  minor  subjects,  on 
detail,  as  to  phraseology,  and  all  ameadmenu  to 
bills  and  reports,  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of 
members  to  have  confidence  in  each  other,  and 
not  presume  any  to  be  unnrepared  to  act.    On 
the  eoatrary.  it  should  be  admitted, as  a  matter  of 
fact,  that  each  member  could  judge  for  himself^ 
and  correctlVf  upon  hearing  the  proposition  made; 
and  if  any  difficulty  should  exist  as  to  matters  of 
fact,  a  single  inquiry  of  those  whose  doty  it  had 
been  to  examine  them,  would  be  all  that  should 
be  required,  in  the  way  of  conversation,  aad  not 
in  set  speeches.    In  any  such  cases  it  would  be  a 
poor  compliment  to  the  capacity  or  attention  of 
any  member  to  suppose   tedious   examination 
necessary.    Indeed  we  are  very  much  mistaken 
if  we  presume  that  the  silent  members  of  the 
House  (and  they  compose  a  majority)  think  less 
than  those  who  speak  most.    Those  who  said 
but  little  were  generally  masters  of  the  subjeot, 
ondersunding  the  principles  and  the  details  of  a 
bill  before  it  was  acted  upon.    The  House  had 
adopted  a  rule  that  no  member  should  speak 
more  than  twice  on  the^same  question.    It  was 
easv  to  evade  the  rule,  by  varying  the  question, 
ana,  indeed,  the  rule  was  nominal  for  leave  was 
always  granted,  when  asked.    The  cry  for  the 
ouestion  was  a  kind  of  disorder  that  had  no  in- 
nuence,  because  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Speaker, 
at  all  times,  to  suppress  it,  if  a  member  was  on 
the  floor  speaking. '  The  inattention  of  the  House 
to  members  speaking,  had  no  greater  influence, 
as  it  was  not  uncommon  to  see  an  interesting 
speaker  occupying  the  floor,  with  an  able  speech, 
with  a  half  dosen  friends  around  him,  listening, 
more  out  of  courtesy,  than  a  deeiee  to  have  anj 
doubts  removed  ia  relation  10  the  subject.    It  la 
well  known  to  the  House  that  for  several  feats 
past,  particularly  during  the  war,  thcie  was  a 
uaiversal  disgust,  clamor,  and  censure  througli* 
out  the  nation  at  our  muck  talking  and  lit^ 
action.    The  people  had  much  reason  on  their 
side  in  this  disgust,  but  they  were  not  esaatlf 
acquainted  with  all  the  difficulties  we  had  to  en- 
counter.   It  is,  however,  high  time  that  Con- 
fress  should  be  redeemed  from  imputations  which 
ave  lessened  very  much  the  confidience  of  the 
people.    It  is  also  well  known  that  daily  and 
noufiy  we  hear  theentreaties  of  claimants,  urging 
us  to  act  upon  their  petition,  until  the  applicants 
in  many  cases  have  id  return  home  open  the 
bounty  of  friends^  end  continue  to  anend  Goa- 
gress  many  years,  without  a  deeitioa  of  their 
cases;  aad  in  most  instances  their  claims  wefe  of 
the  most  meritorious  character.    To  these  » 
dueements,  Mr.  J.  said,  a  rule  axisted,  known  by 
the  name  of  the  previous  qoestion-*a  rale  which 
would  never  beeaforeed  but  in  the  naost  extrcaae 
necessity ;  but,  if  it  oauld  be  enforced,  it  wouM 
be  effiBotuai.    Bat  even  in  w«r,  when  we  had 
each  strong  reasoa  for  it,  very  few  meaakers 
eeutd  be  brought  even  to  call  it,  ani,  when  de- 
manded, very  seldoai  supported  by  the  Hauae; 
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tad,  if  supported  there,  certain  membereto  whom 
the  rale  waa  obaoziotts,  would  caii  the  afes  aod 
noes,  and  pot  every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  pro- 
gressioff.  From  the  experience  of  the  House  on 
this  subject,  all  would  agree  that  the  previous 
^ucetioDi  however  proper  to  be  ia  the  hands  of  a 
majority  of  the  House,  was  a  dead  letter  in  time 
of  peaee*  There  most  be  some  remedy  for  this 
evil,  and  what  is  so  effectual  as  to  give  a  gross 
sum  of  money  by  which  members  will  be  made 
attentive  to  business,  and  not  adjourn  any  dav  at 
four  o'clock,  when  such  a  course  of  conduct 
would  be  to  deprive  them  of  an  adequate  eom< 
peosation,  &c. ;  on  the  other  hand  to  uke  away 
the  imputation  on  members  of  reoaaining  in  scs* 
sion  for  the  per  diem;  and  it  will- hold  out  the 
inducement  of  a  higher  reward,  in  proportion  to 
the  industry  of  the  House.  Without  this  remedy 
Congress  would,  after  a  while,  have  to  sit  all  the 
vear,  which  would  ultimately  drive  every  man 
trom  Congress  whose  time  was  valuable  to  him- 
self and  family,  and  who  was  not  wealthy  enough 
ro  make  such  a  sacrifice  of  time.  In  a  few  years, 
riches  and  not  patriotism  would  role  the  nation ; 
whatever  we  have,  let  it  be  bjr  the  session  and 
not  by  the  day.  We  can  do  in  three  months 
what  we  fail  to  do  in  ten  under  the  present  ar- 
rangement. As  soon  as  the  Spring  opens  what 
do  we  witness  ?  The  farmer  wishes  to  return  to 
bis  family  and  farm ;  the  mechanic  to  his  shop; 
the  lawyer  to  his  courts ;  applica^ons  are  dailv 
made  for  leave  of  abeenc^  until  we  are  left  with 
a  bare  quorum,  and  sometimes  not  that;  we  have 
to  seikl  for  members,  and  those  who  stay  are  in* 
jured,  and  some  ruined,  and  ultimately  quit  Con- 
gress from  necessity. 

The  session  should  be  reduced  to  three,  and 
not  extended  to  six  months.  In  such  a  case  its 
sacffifioe  would  not  be  so  great.  If  inquiry  should 
be  made  ia  this  stage  of  the  business,  what  com- 
pensation should  be  given  as  a  gross  sum  of  mo- 
ney to  each  member,  the  answer  would  be  easy : 
aufih  a  compensation  as  will  not  cost  the  United 
Stales  one  cent  more,  but  by  our  industry  might 
be  more  to  us ;  give  a  member  of  Congress  what 
you  give  to  your  Doorkeeper,  your  SergeantHit- 
Arms,  and  it  will  be  better  than  the  present  sys- 
tem. Nothing  extravagant,  nothioff  prodigal ;  a 
compensation  received  by  a  good  derk  in  eae  of 
the  departracats  would  be  sufficieat :  give  what 
we  may,  the  compensatioa  should  be  m  a  gross 
wm,  and  not  a  compensation  by  the  day.  Mr.  J. 
aatd  the  effect  of  this  change  would  produce  three 
rcaulls:  1st.  It  would  lessen  the  duration  of  the 
sasaion;  8d.  It  would  give  the  members  greater 
^ompeasation  if  they  acted  with  iaduslry ;  3d. 
It  would  save  moaey  to  the  nation,  by  lesseninff 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  House  in  fuel, 
stationery,  and  attendance,  which  was  now  very 
great.  But  it  may  be  asked,  should  a  gross  sum 
operate  upon  members  of  Congress  to  be  more 
industrious,  as  it  would  upon  the  day  laborer,  aad 
he  who  worked  bv  the  job  1  Mr.  J.  said  he  had  no 
doubt  on  the  subject,  and  it  was  no  disgrace  to 
Biambers  to  say  that  they  could  be  operated  upon 
like  other  men.    In  a  Qovemraent  like  oois,  we 


should  avoid  extravagance^  so  we  should  extreme 
parsimoay.  In  relation  to  the  Representatives 
of  a  free  people,  he  thought  they  should  be  actu- 
ated from  patriotic,  and  not  sordid  motives ;  and 
a  reasonable  compensation  was  all  they  should 
have.  But  a  member  of  Congress  who  repre- 
sents thirty-five  thousand  free  men  would  feel 
himself  dmraded,  and  so  would  the  people,  if 
such  was  the  reward  as  to  drive  from  Congress 
all  but  the  rich  and  the  favored  few.  Mr.  J.  then 
moved  the  following  resolution : 

Retoheif  That  a  commitlee  be*  appelated  to  inquire 
into  the  ezpediawgr  of  changing  tae  present  mode  c^ 
compensation  to  the  nemben  of  Cengvess  into  a  gross 
sum  for  each  session ;  aad  to  report  such  othsr  pre- 
visions as  may  have  a  tendency  to  the  despatch  of 
public  business,  and  to  compel  the  punctual  attend- 
ance of  menU»ers  of  Congress  during  the  semion. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  expressed  his  hope  the  resolve 
would  be  adopted^  aotd  carried  into  complete 
effect.  In  moving  it,  he  said,  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  had  acted  with  a  manliness  which  be* 
came  his  character ;  with  a  frankness  and  inde> 
pendence  which  deserves  not  only  the  thanln  of 
this  body,  but  the  approbation  of  the  nation.  The 
situation  in  which  members  of  Congress  were 
placed,  growing  out  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  compensated  for  their  public  services,  wa^L 
he  said,  disgraceful  to  them  individually,  as  well 
as  a  great  public  detriment.  Was  it  wonderful, 
he  asked,  that  they  should  be  considered  by  the 
people  at  large  in  the  light  of  day  laborers,  who 
work  here  tor  something  less  than  a  dollar  an 
hour ;  for  something  more  perhaps  than  you  have 
to  pay  a  man  for  sawing  wood  I  He  premised, 
witn  a  solemn  assurance  of  his  sincerity  in  the 
declaration,  that  his  opinion  was  now,  and  always 
had  been,  tnat  the  members  of  this  aiid  the  other 
branch  of  the  Government  ought  to  receive  no 
pay  at  alJ.  This,  he  said,  he  knew  to  be  an  un* 
popular  sentiment,  but  he  sincerely  entertained 
It.  But,  if  the  members  were  to  receive  pay,  he 
would  have  them  paid  like  gentleman;  because 
members  of  Congressought  to  be  gentlemen— they 
ought  to  be,  and  he  trusted  .the^  were,  in  prin- 
ciple—not merely  in  their  exterior,  but  in  their 
high  sense  of  honor,  in  a  character  which  scorns, 
which  spurns,  to  do  that  which  is  mean  and  baae. 
In  this  point  of  view,  Mr.  R.said,  he  was  decidedly 
ia  faror  of  the  proposition  of  the  aentleman  Iroqi 
Kentucky.  Mr.  H.  here  took  a  discursive  view 
of  the  course  and  origin  of  the  Committee  of 
Accounts,  and  of  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate  some  years  ago  to  establish  a  difference 
in  the  rates  of  payment  between  membera  of  the 
Senate  and  the  other  House.  A  member  of  Con- 
ffress,  he  went  on  to  say.  was  aa  much  entitled  to 
his  pay  for  the  day  he  does  not  attend  as  for  the 
day  he  does  attend :  it  was  not  to  be  presumed, 
because  he  was  not  in  his  seat,  that  he  was  idle. 
His  business,  he  said,  was  not  merely  to  come 
here  to  write  and  frank  so  many  letters,  read  so 
many  newspapers,  and  stitch  ti^father  so  matty 
documents  as  he  uaily  finds  on  his  table ;  to  ad- 
journ whenever  the  index  of  the  clock  pointed  to 
four  o'clock,  and  pass  the  remainder  of  the  fottr 
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and  twenty  hoars  in  a  perfect  abetraetion  of  mind 
and  body  from  labor  and  exertion.  No,  Mr.  R. 
said,  even  Sanday  shone  no  Sabbath  day  for  him ; 
and  yet|  his  account  with  the  public  for  bis  ser- 
vices when  a  member  heretofore,  to  this  day  re- 
mained unsettled,  because  he  could  not  undertake 
Co  say  to  the  Committee  of  Accounts  how  many 
days  he  had  been  absent,  &c.  This  is  a  sort  of 
economy  he  condemned — would  they  think  of 
subtracting  from  the  compensation  of  the  head  of 
a  Department  so  much  for  every  day  he  did  not 
go  to  his  office?  A  member  or  Congress,  if  he 
deserved  to  come  at  all,  Mr.  R.  said,  had  no  com- 
pensation for  his  services  in  the  miserable  pittance 
which  the  Government  now  allows,  dbc.  He 
hoped  this  motion  would  pass,  and  that  another 
reform  would  take  place  in  ine  mode  of  doing 
business  in  the  House;  that  was,  by  allowing 
days  for  business  in  the  House,  and  leaving  other 
days  for  doing  business  *out  of  the  House,  &c. 
The  present  system  might  do,  said  he,  for  mer- 
cenary soldiers^  for  day  laborers ;  but  not  for  men 
of  our  time  of  life  and  of  our  state.  With  respect 
to  devising  any  mode  of  forcing  the  attendance  of 
membersTne  wos  afraid  no  better  could  be  devised 
than  that  which  exists;  the  compulsory  process, 
stopping  waffes,  &c.,  treating  the  members  of  this 
House  like  livery  servants,  would  not  do.  Mr. 
R.  concluded  his  remarks  by  saying  he  had  some- 
times reflected  with  oain  on  the  gradual  depreci- 
ation of  the  value  or  a  seal  in  this  House,  since 
be  first  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  it.  Members 
then  made  no  sacrifices  of  the  dignity  of  their 
station,  and  of  their  own  personu  dignity.  If 
they  had  not  possessed  native  dignity,  they  ac- 
quired it  from  their  stations ;  they  felt  themselves 
tne  Representatives  each  of  thirty  thousand  souls. 
They  thought  it  beneath  them  in  those  days,  be 
said,  to  truckle  to  the  great  or  to  the  small  vulgar ; 
to  curry  favor  even  with  great  officers  of  State, 
either  foreign  or  domestic ;  much  less  with  print- 
ers of  journals,  newspapers,  dbc. 

Mr.  Stanford  rose  to  enter  his  protest  against 
any  increase  of  the  compensation  of  memters  of 
Congress ;  against  ofierin^  such  emoluments  as 
would  induce  men  of  abilities  to  prefer  offices 
and  stations  under  the  General  Government  to 
those  under  the  State  Governments.  He  would 
diminish  rather  than  increase  the  compensation 
of  the  members  of  this  House.  He  was  willing 
to  change  the'mode  of  compensation,  but  not  in 
any  way  so  as  to  increase  it.  The  depreciation  of 
money  was,  he  said,  a  great  and  just  complaint ; 
but  any  change  contemplatiug  an  increase  of  the 
compenMition  of  the  members,  he  thought,  would 
be  a  change  essentially  to  the  mischief  of  prin- 
ciple. He  was  willing  to  change  the  mode  of 
compensation;  beciiuse  in  such  a  change  there 
might  be  both  economy  and  advantage. 

Mr.  Randolph  again  rose.  He  said  that  when- 
ever he  differed  from  the  gentleman  last  up,  he 
doubted  the  correctness  of  his  own  judgment,  so 
great  reliance  had  he  on  that  of  that  honorable 
gentleman.  The  resolution  before  the  House  did 
not  speak  of  increase  at  all,  but  of  a  change  in  the 
mode  of  compensation.    And,  b«  asked,  ought  it 


not  to  be  changed?  Was  it  not  an  allegation 
every  day  presented  to  their  eyes  in  the  public 
prints,  that  the  sessions  of  Congress  were  pro- 
tracted for  the  convenience  of  some  members  who 
saved  four  dollars  a  day  out  of  six  %  Mr.  R.  said 
he  could  conceive  nothing  worse  than  giving  pay 
not  adequate  to  the  support  of  a  member  of  this 
House,  as  he  ought  to  live,  and  yet  very  adequate 
to  the  support,  and  profit  too,  of  a  man  who  lives 
as  a  member  of  this  House  ought  not  to  live. 
This  was  the  very  surest  mode  that  could  be  fixed 
on  to  make  them  tools  of  the  Executive^  He  did 
not  mean  to  speak  of  the  present  members,  but 
he  knew,  he  said,  that  in  old  times  there  were 
inembers  who  did  live  as  members  ought  not  to 
live,  and  there  were  members  who  laid  up  a  verv 
considerable  sum  by  the  end  of  the  session,  which 
they  carried  home  with  them  in  round  eagles  and 
half  eagles,  and  not  in  rags.  Ambition,  "the  in- 
firmitjr  of  noble  nlinds,"  might  bring  a  man  here, 
he  said,  but  he  seldom  served  long,  because  a 
proper  re|rard  to  his  private  afiairs  would  not  au- 
thorize him  to  do  so.  The  consequence  had  been, 
he  added,  that  young  men,  not  destitute  of  ca- 
pacity, certainly,  nor,  perhaps,  of  education,  but 
of  anything  that  constitutes  statesmen,  had  step! 
into  the  chair  of  this  House,  to  the  leads  of  com- 
mittees; and  to  their  genius,  if  you  will^  but  no- 
thing like  wisdom,  are  the  destinies  of  this  nation 
committed ;  and  by  the  time  they  form  some  tol- 
erable notion  of  the  afiairs  of  Gtovemment^  they, 
too,  are  obliged  to  go  home,  and  their  place  is  sop- 

Slied  by  another  brood,  equally  callow  and  un- 
edged.  If  the  State  governments  did  not  pay 
their  officers  properly,  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  offer  such  compensation  to  their  men  of 
talents  as  should  compel  the  State  governments 
to  loose  their  niggard  purse-strings.  In  speaking* 
of  Legislatures, Mr.  R.  said,  we  see,  about  Novem- 
ber, about  the  time  the  foes  set  in,  men  enough 
assembled  in  the  various  liegislatures,  General 
and  State,  to  make  a  regiment;  then  the  legisla- 
life  maggot  begins  to  bite ;  then  exists  the  rage 
to  make  new,  and  repeal  old  laws.  He  said  he 
should  not  think  we  should  find  ourselves  at  all 
worse  off"  if  no  law  of  a  general  nature  had  beea 
passed  by  either  General  or  State  governments 
tor  ten  or  twelve  years  last  past.  Like  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, he  said,  he  was  averse  to  too  much  regu- 
lation— ^averse  to  making  the  extreme  medicine 
of  the  Constitution  our  daily  food.  He  referred 
to  the  depreciation  of  paper  as  being  a  standing- 
violation  of  the  Constitution,  (where  it  provides 
that  the  compensation  of  judges  shall  not  be  di- 
minished during  their  continuance  in  office,)  and 
intimated  that  an  attempt  had  been  lately  made 
to  induce  the  Chief  Justice  (Marshall)  to  aceept 
his  salary  in  the  paper  of  this  District,  dbc.  The 
salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  Government  were 
notoriously  scanty ;  and  though  he  would  rather 
see  the  salary  ti  disgrace  to  the  tnan,  than  the 
man  a  disgrace  to  tlie  office,  he  would  give  the 
public  servants  such  salaries  as  would  enable 
them  to  live  without  the  imputation  of  dishonor. 
For,  be  asked,  what  man  can  live  here  on  five 
thousand  dollars  a  year  %    He  may  breathe  on  it*. 
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Bat  who  can  ke«p  a  family,  rent  a  honse,  farntsh 
it,  keep  ao  equipage,  give  and  receive  eatertaiD- 
ments  oa  that  aoaual  amoont  ?  A  five-penny  bit 
would  be  just  as  adequate  to  that  purpose,  both  be- 
ing noioriously  incompetent.  A  man  ao  situated 
may  have  no  patrimonial  estate ;  he  may  be  aui 
firtwuB  ya6e7w*ha7e  sprung  from  the  Lord  knows 
where,  and  be  without  resources.  If  be  lives  as 
he  ought  in  his  station,  the  imputation  is,  that  he 
wants  money,and  must  have  it, and  that  he  has  the 
means  of  coming  at  it  directly  or  indirectly.  If  he 
had  no  other  object,  he  said,  in  increasing  the  com- 
pensation of  the  members,  if  he  could  thereby  com- 
pel the  State  governments  to  rescue  their  officers 
from  the  situation  in  which  they  were  placed^  he 
would  do  it.  We  have  a  right,  said  he,  to  go  mto 
market  and  bid  against  them.  When  we  want  a 
lawyer  in  an  important  case,  do  we  go  to  him 
who  will  do  our  business  for  fifteen  shillings,  or 
to  the  Emmetts,  the  Tazewells,  the  Pinkneys,  the 
Wickhams  ?  When  our  personal  interest  is  con- 
cerned we  apply  to  master  workmen,  not  to  those 
who  will  job  for  us  at  six  dollars  a  day. 

Mr.  WsBeTSR  said,  the  resolution  presenting 
no  question  but  that  of  inquiry,  in  that  view  he 
should  concur  in  it.  There  was,  he  said,  some- 
thing radically  defective  in  the  present  system  of 
legislation.  No  Legislature  in  the  world,  he  be- 
lieved, however  various  its  concerns,  or  extensive 
its  sphere,  sat  as  long  as  this,  notwithstanding 
that  its  sphere  of  operation  was  so  greatly  con- 
tracted by  the  intervention  of  eighteen  distinct 
Legislatures.  The  system  does  not  compel,  on 
the  pan  of  members,  that  attention  which  the 
nature  of  their  poblic  business  requires.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  letters  and  rapers  on  the  desks  of  the 
members  every  day.  They  oo^ht  to  have  none 
of  them.  When  a  man  came  into  this  House, 
he  ought  to  leave  on  the  threshold  every  feeling 
and  thought  but  what  was  connected  with  the 
public  service.  Private  letters  and  private  con- 
versation ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  encroach  on 
the  unity  of  bis  object.  If,  in  any  way,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Honse  could  be  fixed  on  the  speak- 
er, Mr.  W.  said  there  would  be  an  end  to  long 
speeches  $  for  he  defied  any  man  to  address  any 
assembly  of  this  sort,  and  address  them  long,  if 
that  attention  was  fixed  on  him.  They  would 
cease  to  speak  when  they  ceased  to  have  anything 
to  say  on  anything  or  subject  under  debate.  Mr. 
W.  maintained  that,  under  proper  regulations,  a 
aession  of  two  months  in  a  year  was  perfectly 
adequate  to  the  ordinary  business  of  legislation. 
fie  expressed  no  opinion  whether  the  compensa- 
lion  of  members  should  be  increased  or  dimin- 
ished ;  but  be  was  willing  to  inquire  whether  the 
mode  of  compensation  could  not  be  beneficially 
changed. 

Mr.  Stanforo  said  he  had'  no  idea  of  opposing 
this  motion  for  inquiry  when  up  before,  but  had 
merely  risen  to  protest  against  any  increase  of 
compensation.  The  inquiry  he  thought  proper. 
lie  oelieved  such  a  change  might  be  devised  as 
would  economize  both  the  time  and  the  funds  of 
the  nation. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to  without  op- 


position ;  and  Messrs.  Jobnson,  of  Kentucky, 
WBB8TER,  Pitkin,  Jaorbon,  Grosvenor,  Yatbb, 
McLean,  of  Ohio,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

DIRECT  TAX. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  re- 
duce the  direct  tax  on  the  United  States  to  three 
millions,  and  continue  the  same  one  year,  waa 
taken  up  for  consideration. 

The  an^endment  made  by  the  Senate  waa 
merely  to  provide,  that  where  a  State  shall  as* 
sume  the  pavment  of  its  quota  of  the  direct  tax 
and  shall  fail  to  pay  it,  then  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  direct  the  United  States  officera 
to  proceed  to  assess  and  collect  the  same. 

Mr.  Stanforo  moved  to  amend  the  amend- , 
meot  by  placing  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States  a  discretionary  power  to  suspend  the  assess* 
ment  in  the  cases  referred  to,  if  in  his  opinion  it 
should  be  found  expedient. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Randolph 
and  Mr.  Jaok«on,  and  rejected  without  a  voice 
in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Hanson,  then,  after  stating  his  objections 
to  the  bill  because  it  had  not  been  modified  in  the 
Senate,  as  he  honed,  into  the  form  of  a  perma* 
nent  tax,  in  which  shape  only  it  could  be  exten- 
sively useful  to  the  nation,  moved  (with  a  view 
to  repeal  the  direct  tax  in  toto)  to  postpone  thia 
bill  indefinitely,  and  thereon  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative,  with- 
out debate,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Atherton,  Baylies,  Boss,  Bradbury, 
Brown,  Champion,  6oldsboroagh>  Grosvenor,  HiJe, 
Hanson,  Hopkinson,  Jewett,  King  of  Massacl&asettsb 
Langdon,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Marsh,  Mason,  Noyes,  Picker 
ing,  Pitkin,  Randolph,  Reed,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Strong,  Sturges,  Tallmadge,  Tate,  Vose,  Webstery 
Wbeston,  and  Wilcox — 32. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Adg^te,  Alexander,  Baker,  Barbour, 
Bassett,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Betts,  Bloant,  Brecken- 
ridge,  Brooks,  Bumside,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Cannon* 
ChappeU,  Cilley,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clark  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Clopton,  Comstodc,  Condict,  Con- 
ner, Cooper,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cutbbert, 
Darlington,  Davenport,  Desha,  Edwards,  Forney,  For^ 
sytb,  Giuton,  Ooodwyn,  GriflSn,  Hall,  Hammond,  Har- 
din, Hawes,  Henderson,  Hnger,  Hulbert,  Hungerford, 
Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia, 
King  of  North  Cantoa,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyle, 
Maday,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  of  Ken- 
tucky, McLesn  of  Ohio,  Middleton,  Milnor,  Moore,  Nel- 
son of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton* 
Ormsby,  Parris,  Piper«  Powell,  Robertson,  Root,  Ross, 
Savage,  Sharpe,  Shefley,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Southard,  SUnford,  Taggart,  Tsu),  Taylor, 
of  New  York,  Telfair,  Thomas,  Townsend,  Tucker, 
Wallace,  Ward,  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wilde,  WUUams,  WiUoughby, 
Thomas  Wilson,  Wiltiam  Wilson,  and  Woodward— 
101. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  then,  after  diiclaimiDg  any  dfa- 

Eosition  to  embarrass  or  delay  the  public  business 
y  the  motion,  moved  to  postpone  the  subject 
until  to-morrow,  but  subsequently  withdrew  his 
motion  to  make  way  for  one  by  Mr.  Gaston. 
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Mr.  Gaston  rao?eil  that  the  bill,  m  it  wts  re* 
turned  from  the  Senate,  sboald  be  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Notwith* 
standing  he  was  in  favor  of  the  land  tax,  as  ne- 
cessary to  preserve  the  public  faith,  and  to  perfeet 
the  system  of  taxation,  and  had  hoped  that  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  would  have  been 
able  to  restore  the  bill  to  its  original  character ; 
yet,  as  the  system  had  been  broken  up  by  the 
limitatioa  of  the  tax  to  one  year,  and  belieTlng 
the  revenue  would  erentually  be  reduced  to  the 
aecual  expenditures  of  the  country,  he  wished  the 
whole  subject  again  r(>ferred  to  the  committee 
which  originally  reported  it,  with  a  view  to  at- 
tempt the  entire  repieal  of  the  tax. 

Mr.  LowNOBS  thought  the  motion  entirely  ir- 
regular, inasmuch  as  it  was  properly  impractica- 
ble to  recommit  a  bill  whose  provisions  had  been 
assented  to  by  both  branches  of  the  Legislature. 
He  submitted  it  to  the  gentleman  himself,  as 
well  as  the  Speaker,  whether  such  a  course  was 
proper  after  the  bill  had  reached  its  present  stage; 
and  if  any  amendment,  which  could  be  proposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  would  be 
in  order  after  the  principle  had  been  folly  acted 
on  by  both  Houses. 

Mr.  Gaston,  in  reply,  said  it  was  perfectly  im- 
material whether  any  amendment  could  be  acted 
oa  or  not.  The  motion  was  made  to  try  whether 
a  majority  of  the  House  was  willing  to  repeal 
the  tax  altogether,  or  keep  it  on  as  a  permanent 
tax;  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  finding  a  way 
of  carrying  their  decision  into  effect. 

Mr.  Sbbvpst  avowed  himself  in  favor  of  a 
total  repeal  of  the  tax,  but  could  not  see  how  that 
object  could  be  efleeted  by  recommitting  the  bill ; 
because  the  committee  could  report  no  amend- 
Bient  which  could  with  propriety  be  acted  on. 
Both  Houses  have  agreed  that  a  ux  of  three 
millions  shall  be  imposed,  and  a  committee  of 
one  House  could  not  now  properly  recommend  a 
repeal  of  iL  Besides,  the  question  had  just  been 
tried  to  postpone  the  oill  indefinitely,  and  rejected 
hy  a  large  oMjority. 

Mr.  doLosBOROUOH  likewise  deMred  a  repeal 
of  the  direct  tax,  if  it  could  be  doae  eonsisieaily 
with  the  obligations  of  the  Gtovemmeni.  There 
istere  vatious  modes,  he  said,  by  which  the  object 
eould  be  yet  efieoted,  and  amongst  them  the  mo* 
tion  to  recommit  was  perfectly  regular ;  for  if  tha 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  should,  on  re* 
ooneideration,  think  the  tax  was  unnecessary, 
they  could  report  such  propositions  as  would  ef- 
fect a  repeal. 

Mr.  HAROtN  had  been  in  faror  of  an  entire  re- 
peal of  the  land  tax;  but,  not  being  able  to  get 
that,  had  favored  the  smallest  amount  proposed. 
Be  could  say  with  confidence,  that  three-fourths 
of  the  Senators  who  voted  against  the  tax,  did  so 
because  it  was  not  made  permanent ;  and  if  we 
lose  this  bill,  said  he^  I  am  afraid  we  shall  be  sad- 
dled with  a  tax  of  six  millions.  Who  made  the 
present  motion  ?  A  ffentleman  in  favor  of  a  per* 
manent  direct  tax.  This  excited  his  suspicions ; 
and  fearinff  that  the  repeal  of  the  tax  could  not 
be  now  effected,  he  should  vote  against  the  mo- 


tion to  recommit  the  bill.  In  fact,  he  considered 
the  motion  not  in  order ;  but,  if  the  gentleman 
would  propose  to  effect  the  repeal  in  any  other 
way.  he  would  go  with  him. 

Mr.  Gaston  again  explained  his  riew  in  mak- 
ing the  motion,  which  was  simply  to  try  the  dis- 
position of  the  House;  bat  as  those  who  were  in 
favor  of  repeal  were  averse  to  his  motion,  ke 
would  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  renewed  his  motion  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table  until  to-morrow ;  whitk 
was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  82,  nays  07. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  rose,  and  among  other 
general  remarks  said,  there  was  no  qneecion  more 
susceptible  of  proof  than  that  this  tax  of  three  mil- 
lions was  not  wanted  for  anv  purpose  of  finance; 
and  had  no  doubt  it  would  be  allowed,  althoogh 
iasisted  on  now,  to  terminate  with  the  next  ses- 
sion. If,  however,  it  was  determined  to  raise  the 
amount  contemplated,  he  trusted  the  House  would 
not  persist  in  tne  present  mode;  although,  Mr. 
R.  said,  he  preferred  the  land  tax,  when  neces-. 
sary,  to  any  other  internal  tax.  But,  much  as  he 
was  opposed  to  loans,  he  would  rather  authorize 
the  Government  to  borrow  these  three  millions 
than  vex  the  people  with  such  a  tax  for  one  year 
only.  After  some  further  remarks  on  the  impro- 
priety of  the  present  policy  of  the  majority  in  re- 
gard to  large  expenditures,  &c.,  he  moved  that 
the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table;  that  measures  might 
be  taken  in  concert  with  the  Senate  ior  a  total 
repeal  of  the  direct  tax. 

This  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative^ayes 
63,  nays  07. 

The  House  then  sgreed  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate.    The  bill  is  therefore  passed. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  National  Bank. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  strike  out 
of  the  sixth  section  the  words  "  Treasury  notes,'* 
as  forming  a  constituent  part  of  the  Government 
sttbecriptions  to  the  bank,  the  effect  of  which 
amendment  would  be  to  limit  the  mode  of  pay- 
ment of  the  subscription  to  stock  and  specie* 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Smith, 
assented  to  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  opposed  by 
Mr.  HoPHiNSON ;  and  then  agreed  to  withoat  a 
division. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  further  to  amend  the 
same  section  by  making  the  amount  of  the  sbaies 
reserved  to  the  Government  receivable  in  stoek 
bearing  an  interest  of  five  instead  of  six  per  cent., 
with  the  riew  also  of  providing  subsequently  that 
the  whole  subscription  of  the  Government  shall 
be  made  on  the  1st  of  January,  1817,  instead  of 
being  paid  in  instalments,  at  distant  dates. 

After  some  objection  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Was* 
STBa,the  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  63,  noes  40. 

The  bill  was  subsequently  amended  so  as  to 
make  ils  provisions  correspond  with  the  preced- 
ing amendments. 

After  the  adoption  of  some  other  amendments, 
involving  no  principle*— 
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Mr.  PiTKiv  noTed  to  strike  oat  of  tbe  tenth 
aeetioaao  much  as  gi^es  to  the  Presideot  and 
Senate  the  power  of  appointing  fivo  directors  of 
the  bank. 

This  notion  was  supported  by  Messrs*  Pitkui  , 
Ward  of  Massaohusetu,  HopKiweoif,  McKss. 
Hdqbr«  Sbbffit,  Roaa,  and  (kioavBiioR ;  ana 
oppoeeo  by  Messrs.  Smitb  of  Maryland,  Gal- 
boon,  TooKBpt,  and  Robut0Om. 

The  reporter  can  only  generalize  the  argument. 
Qa  tho  one  hand,  it  was  said  this  control  over 
the  bank  would  be  an  engine  in  the  hands  of  the 
Qovernment  which  might  be  used  in  a  manner 
danferoos  to  tbe  best  interests  of  the  couniry ; 
that  this  feature  would  be  pernicious  to  the  i  n- 
forests  of  the  bank,  which  would  be  best  managed 
without  tbe>  interference  of  the  Gtovernment^ 
that  the  reservation  of  this  power  would  be  of  no 
advantage  to  the  Qevernment,  (ezeept  that  it 
would  tm  to  increase  Executive  patronage,  al- 
ready much  too  extensive,)  as  every  necessary 
investigation  could  be  made  into  tbe  state  of  tbe 
institution,  without  the  aid  of  this  power ;  that 
the  Qovemment  would  have  quite  as  much  io- 
flence  over  the  bank  as  it  oi;ybt  to  have,  without 
this  power  being  given  to  it }  that  the  principle 
would  be  most  odious  to  moneyed  naen,  and  of 
such  an  inquisitorial  character  as  would  deter 
many  of  our  most  respectable  citisens  from  em- 
barking in  the  institotioOi  d&c.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  contended  by  gentlemen  in  favor  of 
retaining  tbe  provision,  that  it  was  necessary  as 
well  to  guard  the  public  interest,  as  to  secure  a 
just  administration  of  the  affairs  of  tbe  bank  as 
regarded  the  public,  that  a  proportion  of  the  di- 
leetion  should  be  appointed  by  the  Qovernment; 
that  it  was  certainly  not  unfair  that  tbe  Qovern- 
ment should  stand  on  a  footing  with  the  indivi- 
dual stockholders,  bv  having  a  share  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  bank ;  that  such  a  feature  existed  in 
the  charters  of  many  State  banking  institutions, 
and  was  not  abused  as  far  as  waslcnown ;  that 
this  power  could  not  be  dangerous  either  to  the 
bank  of  the  nation,  as  tho  twenty  directors  ap* 
pointed  by  the  individuals  would  always  be  com- 
petent to  control  the  ftve  appointed  bv  the  Oov« 
ernment  i  some  State  banks  were  cited,  in  which 
the  State  possessed  an  entire  control,  from  which 
DO  disadvantage  had  been  realized ;  and  as  the 
selection  by  the  Qovernment  ia  thia  case  would 
certainly  be  made  with  a  reference  to  the  wealth 
and  respectability  of  the  persons  chosen,  no  abuse 
ought  to  be  amici^ted,  any  mora  than  it  could 
succeed  if  attempted. 

Before  deciding  the  question,  the  Committee 
rose^  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


TuESDAT,  March  5. 

Mr.  Waed,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  pe« 
titioa  of  sundry  merchants  of  BostoOf  interested 
88  owners  and  shippers  in  certain  vessels  which 
have  sailed  since  the  peace  for  British  pons  in 
the  SUist  Indiesi  praying  that  the  provisions  of 
the  proposed  new  tariff  duties^  as  regards  the  im* 
portation  of  cotton  goods  from  India  may  not  be 


extended  to  such  goods  as  may  arrive  under 
orders  sent  out  in  said  vessels,  or  that  such  pro* 
visions  may  be  adopted  as  will  protect  them 
against  the  evils  of  which  they  complain.— -Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Miuf  on  presented  a  petition  of  U.  P.  Levy» 
praying  a  remuneration  of  expenses  incurrai  by 
nim  in  prosecuting  and  bringing  to  justice  a  band 
of  pirates. 

Mr.  MiDDLBTON  presented  a  petition  of  Joha 
Philip  Wilhemi,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
praying  permission  to  import  from  the  West 
Indies  a  number  of  negro  slaves,  the  pro|perty  of 
the  petitioner.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Maniubctures. 

Mr.  Bastoii  pieeented  a  petition  of  John  P. 
Maxwell  and  Hugh  H.  Maxwell,  praying  to  be 
permiued  to  inherit  a  landed  estate  of  which  their 
uncle  died  possessed,  leaving  no  other  heirs  in 
America,  which  they  are  prevented  from  doing  be* 
cause  they  were  not  citizens  of  the  United  States 
at  the  time  of  the  death  of  their  said  onclCi 
although  they  were  in  the  United  Stales  and 
gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  become  citisens 
thereof  previous  to  that  event.-^Referred  to  the 
Commitee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HopKiMSON,  from  a'  select  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bible  Soctettcs  in  the 
United  States;  (exempting  from  duty  all  plates. 
Ac.  imported  for  sucn  societies;)  Which  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Easton,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  surveyor  of  lands  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  Territories  of  Illinois  and  Missouri. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Qoldoboeouoh,  the  Seora- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before 
this  House  a  statement,  showing  tho  valuation  of 
real  property  and  slaves,  in  the  citv  of  Baltimore, 
and  in  each  county  of  the  State  or  Maryland,  tho 
qnota  or  amount  of  direct  tax  apportioned  lo  the 
said  city  and  each  of  the  said  counties,  and  the 
rate  of  tax  on  the  one  hundred  dollars  assessed 
|>roperty,  agreeably  to  the  valuation  and  appor- 
tionment made  under  tbe  act  entitled  '^An  act  for 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and 
internal  duties,"  passed  July  22, 1813,  and  tbe  act 
entitled  '*An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax 
within  the  United  States,"  passed  August  8d^ 
1813;  and  a  similar  statement  of  the  TaluatioD) 
apportionment,  and  rate  of  tax  under  the  act  en* 
titled  *'An  act  to  provide  additional  ravenuesfor 
defraying  theoxpense»of  Gtovernment  and  matiH 
taioittff  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax 
upon  tne  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assea 
smg  and  collecting  the  same,"  passed  on  the  9th 
of  January,  1815;  so  as  to  exhibit  a  compara- 
tive view  of  the  ▼aloation,  apportioomenl,  and 
rate  of  tax  in  the  said  city  and  each  of  the  said 
counties, under  the  several  acts  above-mentioned; 
also,  the  names  of  the  principal  assessors  within 
the  said  Sute  for  tbe  year  1815,  and  theconntiea 
embraced  within  their  respective  districts,  .and 
such  further  statement  of  the  transactions  of  the 
board  of  priaeipri  assessors  within  the  said  States 
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as  reported  to  tbe  Treasury  Department,  as  wiU 
show  what  chaoses,  if  any,  have  been  made  by 
them  in  tbe  relative  valuation  of  property  in  anv 
of  tbe  said  counties,  and  tbe  principles  oo  which 
they  have  proceeded  in  performing  the  duties  re- 
quired of  them  by  the  act  last  above-mentioned. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  **  making 
appropriations  for  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 
for  the  year  1816,"  with  amendments ;  and  they 
have  passed  a  bill  ^'for  the  relief  of  £dward 
Wilson ;  also,  a  bill  ^'  to  increase  the  pension  of 
William  Munday ;"  in  which  amendments  and 
bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  tbe  Senate  ^  for  the  relief  of 
Edward  Wilson,"  was  read  twice  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  increase  the  pen- 
sion of  William  Munday,"  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  House  took  up  the  amendments  proposed 
by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  making  appropriations 
for  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  for  the  year 
1816,"  which  were  read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

NATIOSTAL  BANK. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  National  Bank 
bill ;  the  question  to  strike  out  the  provision  giv- 
ing to  the  President  and  Senate  the  power  of 
appointing  five  of  the  directors,  being  still  under 
consideration. 

On  this  question  the  debate  was  resumed  and 
continued  to  a  late  hour,  before  tbe  decision 
took  place.  The  gentlemen  who  supported  the 
amendment  were  Messrs.  Gaston  and  Pickbs- 
iii«;  4ind  those  who  opposed  it,  were  Messrs. 
WiLDB,  Tblpair,  Wriobt,  Clat,  Calbour,  and 
FoRSTTB.  The  ground  taken  was  substantially 
tbe  same  as  that  already  stated,  but  illustrated 
and  enforced  by  various  arguments,  which^gave 
much  interest  lo  the  debate. 

In  the  course  of  the  day  an  amendment  was 
adopted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CondioT}  to  confine  the 
selection  of  directors  to  be  made  by  the  President 
and  Senate,  to  persons  holding  stock  in  the  bank. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  au 
amendment  was  also  adopted,  to  prevent  more 
than  three  of  the  directors  appointed  by  the 
President  and  Senate  from  being  taken  from  any 
one  State. 

The  main  question  was  at  length  taken,  abont 
4  o'clock,  on  Mr.  Pitkin's  motion  to  exclude  the 
Government  from  the  appointment  of  any  of  the 
directors,  and  decided  in  the  negative — for  the 
amendment  64^  against  it  79. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  following  are  the  only  remarks  which  we 
have  been  enabled  to  find  on  the  above  question. 

Mr.  Forsytb  said,  he  was  one  of  those  who 
was  unfortunate  enough  to  attach  great  impor- 
tance to  that  part  of  the  pian  of  the  bank  which 
was  intended  to  be  altered  by  the  motion  of  the 
gCAtleman  from  Connecticut.  At  the  last  session 


of  Congress  he  had  in  vain  endeavoied  to  con- 
vince the  members  composing  it,  of  the  necessity 
of  retaining  such  an  influence  over  the  manage- 
ment of  the  institution.    The  hoHorable  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Gaston)  had  sug- 
gested, that  the  opposition  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed came  from  the  Treasury  Department,  or 
from  the  Executive.    He  begged  leave  to  assure 
him,  that  the  recommendation  or  opinion  of  the 
De|Mirtment.or  of  the  President,  was  not  the  found* 
ation  of  his  oelief  of  the  necessity  of  this  measure.* 
Although  he  did  not  expect  to  satisfy  others  who 
differed  with  him,  of  the  incorrectness  of  their 
views  of  the  subject,  he  did  hope  to  be  able  to 
show  at  least  plausible  reasons  in  favor  of  his 
own.    At  the  last  session  of  Congress  he  had  the 
honor  to  advocate,  with  a  zeal  arising  from  a 
thorough  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  the  meas- 
ure, the  establishment  of  a  bank  differing  from 
the  present,  because  it  imposed  an  oblintion  to 
make  a  large  loan  to  Government.    He  had  to 
regret  that  the  ability  with  which  that  duty  was 
discharged  was  not  equal  to  his  zeal,  and  still 
more,  that  his  exertions  were  not  crowned  with 
success.    It  'would  have  produced  at  least  one 
good  effect — this  discussion  would  have   been 
avoided,  and  the  time  occupied  in  it  might  have 
have  been  usefully  employed  on  a  different  sub- 
ject.   This  plan  failed,  for  causes  which  it  was 
unnecessary  to  trace,  and  its  failure  was  rendered 
comparatively  unimportant  by  the  restoration  of 
peace.    He  did  not  believe,  with  some  gentlemen, 
that  this  measure  was  now  necessary.    The  ne- 
cessity for  it  had  ceased.   It  was  no  longer  essen- 
tial, but  it  was  both  politic  and  prudent  to  adopt 
it.    If  it  fails,  no  dangerous  consequences  will 
result  from  its  failure.    He  should  survive  the 
shock,  although  this  bill  should  follow  its  prede- 
cessor to  the  tomb.    The  body  politic  was  ob- 
structed by  a  diseased  circulation,  but  time  would 
furnish  a  healing  remedy,  although  the  applica- 
tion of  this  panacea  should  be  rejected  by  the 
State  phvsicians.    Mr.  F.  said,  he  did  not  wish 
to  be  understood  as  recommending  the  establish- 
ment of  any  bank  as  prudent  and  politic ;  it  was 
not  a  bank,  but  a  bank  of  a  peculiar  character 
which  was  requireid.    We  had  banks  enough  al- 
ready ;  they  rose  like  mushrooms  from  every  hot- 
bed in  the  country ;  it  was  not  a  moneyed  bank 
only — a  bank  exclusively  regulated  by  the  mo- 
neyed interest,  and  governed  by  the  jealousy, 
avarice,  or  factious  views  of  moneyed  men,  capa- 
ble of  being  made  the  instrument  of  artful  and 
designing  combinations,  to  cramp  your  resources, 
and  destroy  your  capacity  to  make  either  perma- 
nent or  temporary  loans— it  must  be  a*  bank  hav- 
ing a  national  character,  regulated  bv  the  national 
interest,  and  under  the  influence  or  the  national 
councils.    If  it  was  not  of  this  character,  its  fail- 
ure or  success  was  indifferent  to  him.    It  seemed 
to  be  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  we  ought  to 
have  an  interest  in  the  proposed  institutioo.    It 
was  admitted,  too,  that  we  ought  to  have  an  in- 
fluence, and  the  dispute  was  between  a  direct  in- 
fluence bv  tbe  appointment  of  directors,  or  an  in- 
direct influence  by  the  operation  of  the  revenue 
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systom.  It  woold  not  be  diffievll  to  demonstrate, 
that  an  indirect  infiaenee  would  be  altogether  in- 
soflicient.  Yoor  seren  millions  of  interest  in  the 
coital  gives  yoo  no  power,  unless  it  is  coupled 
with  the  aothority  to  appoint  a  portion  of  the  di« 
rectors.  This,  it  is  said,  must  not  be  given,  be- 
cause you  have  ample  influence  by  means  of  your 
revenue  system.  What  difference  will  be  produced 
by  the  establishment  of  this  new  plan  1  Will  your 
direct  influence  over  it  be  greater  than  over  the 
State  iostitutions?  You  may  withhold  your  de- 
posites ;  so  you  may  from  the  State  banks ;  you 
may  refuse  to  receive  its  paper  in  payment  of 
taxes  or  imposts ;  you  may  refuse  the  paper  of 
the  State  banks;  you  may  tax  either  at  your 
pleasure.  After  this  plan  is  perfected,  the  annul- 
ment of  the  charter  is  fbr  twenty  years  as  com- 
pletely beyond  your  authoritv  as  the  annihilation 
of  the  State  banks,  The  sole  differeoce  is,  that 
at  the  end  of  twenty  years  the  Bank  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States  will  be  dependent  on  you  for  a  renewal 
of  its  charter,  while  the  State  banks  look  only  to 
the  State  Legislatures.  Your  power,  then,  over 
the  present  banks  is  equally  great  with  your  power 
over  the  one  proposed.  An  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  GnoavBiioa)  has  told  you, 
and  truly  told  yoo,  that  when  you  threaten  the 
State  banks  they  laugh  at  your  threats-^wben 
you  menace  them,  they  menace  you  in  turn.  If 
a  mere  local  institution  cannot  be  beneficially 
controlled  by  your  indirect  influence,  how  can 
yon  expect  to  affect  an  iostitntion  extending 
through  the  whole  community,  which  combines 
the  great  moneyed  capital  of  all  the  States  into 
one  solid  column  of  power  ?  It  seems^  however, 
to  be  imagined,  a  direct  control  is  unnecessary. 
The  keen  magnetic  sense  of  the  directors  will  sl- 
ways  induce  them  to  pursue  their  own  interest, 
and  their  interest  will  alwap  produce  a  compli- 
ance with  the  reasonable  wishes  of  the  Grovern- 
ment.  This  sense  was  too  magnetic  for  Mr.  F.'s 
taste ;  it  pointed  with  unerring  polarity  to  self, 
and  the  general  interest,  when  in  conflict  with 
self-interest,  did  not  produce  even  a  vibration  of 
the  needle.  Besides,  there  was  such  a  thing  as 
the  sacrifice  of  pecuniary  to  political  interest  or 
party  policy.  This  institution  misht,  in  the 
course  of  time,  fall  into  the  hands  of  men  who 
would  think  it  immoral  and  criminal  to  loan  their 
money  for  the  necessary  purposes  of  Gk)vemment, 
What  would  be  the  situation  of  the  country  in 
such  an  event,  at  a  time  when  this  institution  fur- 
nished the  great  mass  of  the  medium  of  circula- 
tion ?  It  was  to  guwd  against  such  an  event  an 
immediate  agency  in  the  direction  was  necessarv; 
there  was  a  greater  probability  of  finding  eight 
reasonable  and  virtuous  men  out  of  twenty,  than 
thirteen  out  of  twenty-five.  Mr.  F.  regretted  that 
the  number  of  directors  to  be  appoinml  by  Gov- 
ernment was  not  greater;  and  also  the  amend- 
ment which  prevented  the  President  from  ap- 
pointing more  than  three  at  the  seat  of  the  mother 
bank;  but  be  supposed  he  mast  be  satisfied  with 
it  as  it  stood,  as  there  was  little  hope  of  obtaining 
more.  It  was  objected,  however,  that  moneyed 
men  would  not  like  the  introduction  gf  this  direct 


influence.  This  was  perfectly  natural.  Moneyed 
men  have  no  objection  to  manage  your  funds  for 
their  benefit,  but  have  no  desire  to  admit  your  in- 
fluence in  the  management  of  theirs.  But  will 
the  introduction  of  this  principle  prevent  the  sub- 
scription of  the  capital  from  being  filled  7  No 
gentleman  had  or  would  venture  to  predict  such 
an  effect.  They  will  no  doubt  make  wry  faces, 
but  the  bitter  pill  would  be  swallowed  if  it  was 
well  gilded.  Arguments  had  been  urged  against 
this  part  of  the  plan,  founded  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  improper  appointments  would  be  made. 
The  President  and  Senate  had  not  the  same  in- 
formation to  enable  them  to  choose  proper  direc- 
tors. Stockholders  were  better  judges  of  the  ne- 
cessary qualifications  of  directors.  Corrupt  men 
would  solicit  and  procure  these  appointments  for 
improper  purposes.  Great  injury  would  result  to 
the  bank  from  their  success.  They  would  pro- 
cure for  themselves  and  friends  accommodations 
to  which  they  were  not  entitled.  A  slight  exam- 
ination of  these  arguments  would  show  their  fal- 
lacy. Intelligence  and  integrity  were  the  quali- 
fications required  in  directors.  The  same  abilitj 
existed  to  ascertain  who  possessed  them,  for  this 
as  for  all  other  offices.  The  President  and  Sen- 
ate can  command  or  procure  the  most  accurate 
information  of  the  character  of  persons  who  are 
thought  of  for  these  appointments,  from  every 
source  to  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  apply. 
Is  it  not  passing  strange  that  a  man,  who  has 
raked  up  money  from  every  kennel  into  n^hioh 
he  may  have  dipped  his  fingers,  is,  from  that  cir- 
cumstance, a  better  judge  of  the  proper  person 
for  a  director  than  the  President  and  Senate; 
that  a  stupid  fellow^  who  has  blundered  into  a 
fortune  in  New  Orleans  or  Providence,  should  be 
able  to  procure  better  information  of  the  charac- 
ter and  circumstances  of  individuals  than  the  Pres- 
ident residing  at  Washington,  and  the  Senators 
coming  from  the  several  States.  These  men. 
however,  who  intend  to  swindle  the  bank,  will 
worm  themselves  into  the  good  graces  of  the  Pres- 
ident, and  receive  the  appointment.  After  their 
appointment,  paper  will  be  discounted  having  their 
names  upon  it,  which  ought  not  to  be  discounted, 
because  the  extreme  delicacy  of  the  other  direc- 
tors will  not  permit  them  to  object  to  it.  This 
morbid  delicacy,  too,  is  to  be  found  in  persons 
chosen  by  the  keen-sighted  individual  stockhold- 
ers, who  are  the  best  judges  of  the  persons  com- 
petent to  manage  their  concerns.  Such  is  the 
argument.  It  supposes  folly  in  the  President  and 
Senate  who  make  the  appointments ;  corruption 
in  the  persons  seeking  to  be  appointed ;  and  stu- 
pidity and  criminality  in  the  other  directors,  in 
permitting  this  folly  and  corruption  of  the  chooa- 
ers  and  the  chosen  to  injure  the  institution. 

Mr.  F.  asked,  what  advantages  could  be  de- 
rived from  this  institution  if  this  amendment  pre- 
vails, which  could  not  be  produced  through  the 
agency  of  the  State  banks?  It  is  admitted  that 
the  great  object  of  this  bill,  the  restoration  of  spe- 
cie payments,  might  be  effected  by  a  rigorous  sys- 
tem of  measures  against  the  State  institutions. 
Mr.  F.  said,  be  did  not  feel  that  indignation 
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against  the  State  banks  for  stopping  tiie  payment 
of  specie,  which  bad  been  ezptessed  by  others. 
His  indignation  had  been  so  thoroaghly  exhaust* 
ed  upon  the  smogglers  of  English  goods,  and  the 
cash  dealers  in  British  Ooyernmeat  biUs  for  the 
nse  of  the  Canadian  army,  that  he  had  none  left 
for  the  banks  who  had  loaned  their  notes  to  their 
own  QoTernment,  who,  in  conaequence  of  an  ex- 
traordinary emission  of  their  paper,  had  been  an* 
der  the  necessity  of  dishonoring  it.  He  was  not, 
however,  the  apologist  of  the  banks  for  withhold- 
ing specie  payments  since  the  restoration  of 
peace.  It  was,  however,  certain,  that  no  one 
oanfc  could,  without  ruin,  resunse  the  pavment  of 
specie.  The  resumption  must  be  simaltaneons. 
lie  had  no  objection  to  any  system  which  should 
induce  the  banks  to  perform  their  obligations  in 
this  regard  to  the  community ;  bnt  he  protested 
against  th^  cruelty  and  injustice  of  aay  rigorous 
measures  which  should  compel  them  immediately 
either  to  sell  their  Government  stocks  or  to  cur- 
tail their  discounts.  It  was  saying  to  these  banks, 
yon  have  loaned  us  too  much  of  your  paper ;  you 
nave  made  too  much  money  out  of  the  Gtoneral 
Government ;  your  paper  has,  indeed,  performed 
the  trifling  service  of  carrying  us  triumphantly 
through  4  dangerous  conflict,  but  we  are  not  now 
in  want  of  a  fnrtber  accommodation ;  you  most 
take  in  your  paper;  you  most  sell  your  stock; 
you  must  disgorge  your  gains;  you  must  resume 
your  specie  payments.  And  what  will  be  the 
consequence  of  all  this?  They  are  forced  to  sell 
their  stock;  it  goes  into  market,  and  its  price  is 
depressed.  Are  you  in  a  situation  to  buy--*to  take 
advantage  of  this  disgorging  of  their  onrighteoos 
gains?  Far  from  it ;  you  cannot  be  bea^tted*^ 
you  cannot  enter  as  a  competitor  into  the  maiket. 
And  who  are  the  gainers  by  this  system  of  rigor  ? 
The  hard-money  men,  who  withhold  their  oioney 
in  the  hour  of  your  necessity  and  peril ;  who  com- 
bined t<»ether  for  the  purpose  or  defeating  your 
loans,  fif  r.  F.  begged  the  House,  if  these  banks 
were  to  be  punished,  to  wait  until  the  Govern- 
ment, who  bad  b<»n  the  sufferer,  should  be  pre- 
pared to  take  advantage  of  their  punishment.  At 
all  evenu,  to  be  so  cautious  in  theircastigation,  that, 
in  punishing  puny,  petty  speculation,  they  do  not 
leward  the  vilest  of  all  gamblers,  those  who  staked 
their  money  against  the  saiety  of  your  empire ; 
who  sought  to  destroy  you  by  cramping  your  re- 
sources; who  sought  to  beggar  tho  coimtry,  that 
an  Administration  might  be  ruined. 

Mr.  Tblpair  observed,  that  the  jgreat  cause  of 
difference  of  opinion  on  this  question,  seemed  to 
af  ise  from  a  misapprehension  of  those  who  advo- 
cated the  amendment,  as  to  the  primary  o^ects 
for  which  this  institution  is  designed.  Gentle- 
men araue  as  though  the  moving  cause  for  the 
estaUishment  of  a  National  Bank  was  the  inter- 
est of  the  individuals  who  BMty  become  subscrib- 
ers, and  that  the  Government  has  but  one  interest, 
and  that  is,  theattaiament  of  th«  highest  possible 
bonus. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  mast  be  permitted 
totally  to  differ  from  those  who  are  disposed  to  de- 
prive the  Government  of  all  participation  in  its  di- 


rection. Did  I  deem  it  practicable  to  manage  snoh 
an  institution  without  greater  liabilities  to  eor- 
ruption  of  its  principles,  I  should  most  decidedly 
prefer  one  whose  stock  was  exclusively  the  prop- 
erty of  the  nation.  But  it  requires  no  great  po- 
litical sagacity,  and  bnt  ordinary  experience  to 
ascertain,  that  those  institutions  which  daciTe 
their  principle  of  action  from  private  interest,  ate 
more  active  in  porsitit  of  their  object,  more  vigi- 
lant in  the  detection  of  error,  and  more  likdy  to 
prosper,  than  those  which  oerive  their  impoWa 
from  the  spirit  of  patriotim,  and  have  in  conteas- 
platioA  solely  the  public  good.  Private  intereat 
IS  ever  more  active,  more  vigilant,  more  pervad- 
ing) more  alive  to  its  object,  than  national;  which 
is  more  sluggish,  because  its  direction  is.toarards 
remote  or  general  good,  less  quicksigbted,  because 
its  instinct  is  not  so  strong. 

Thn  institution  is  4esiffned  not  merely  to  fulfil 
the  ordinary  purposes  of  banks  of  discount;  it  as- 
pires to  great  national  objects ;  it  contemplatea  a 
restoration  of  the  legitimate  currency  of  the  conn* 
try ;  its  end  is  to  give  an  uni£wm  and  valoable 
medium  to  the  whole  empire  ;  its  design  is  to  fa- 
cilitate the  fiscal  opemtions  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. It  is,  in  one  word,  to  restore  to  this 
Government  the  rightful  and  Constitutional  coa- 
trol  over  the  national  medium,  which  is  vested  in 
every  civilized  Government,  and  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  vested  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  when  to  it  was  assigned  the  supervisorship 
of  the  Mint  establishment.  These  are  the  pri- 
mary and  essential  objects  of  its  creation ;  from 
theattaiament  of  these  great  objects,  certainly, 
benefits  flow  to  every  class  of  the  community ; 
but  exclusive  benefits  are  designed  by  none,  save 
so  much  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  the  ob- 
tention  of  these  ends,  and  conformable  to  these 
results. 

According  to  these  views,  then,  the  interest  of 
the  stoekhoTdeis  is  not  to  be  considered  as  hold- 
ing a  priority  of  station  to  that  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  on  the  contrary,  the  institution  is  to  be 
looked  opon  as  the  property  of  the  nation,  and 
that  individuals  for  political  considerations,  viz., 
because  their  aid  will  facilitate,  or,  if  yon  please, 
is  necessary  to  participate  in  its  immediiOe  pvo- 
fits*«-that  chamctarizes  the  schemes  of  individual 
pursnit^^that  while  its  capacities  and  controlliag 
power  be  national,  its  impulse,  its  life  and  anima- 
tion, shall  be  jvivate  interest..  But  private  inter- 
est, unrestraiiied,  naturally  produces  much  mis- 
chief. I  have  admitted  that  a  bank,  exelosively 
managed  by  the  Gkivernment,  would  be  exposed 
to  a  corruption  of  its  principle ;  and  with  so  many 
facts  to  snpport  me,  while  casting  ah  eve  npon 
the  numberless  banks  around,  I  certainly  ahall 
not  beeharged  with  overweening  suspicion,  when 
asscHinf  that  banks,  too  exclusively  managed  by 
stockholders^  are  liable  to  become  instruments  of 
public  evil  from  the  invitations  of  self-interest. 

The  true  policy  in  the  creation  of  a  hank,  than, 
is  to  ffive  it  a  double  character— to  combine  in  it 
the  elements  of  public  and  private  interest— bat 
to  secure  to  the  former  a  control  over  the  latter ; 
for  tbe  Gtovemmeat  wbich  creates  this  iastitution 
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is  responsible  for  its  falfilment  of  the  great  ob-* 
jeets  of  its  creation ;  and  it  is  wiser  to  use  means 
of  precaation,  than  to  rest  apon  ultimate  means 
of  severe  correction.  Bat  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina^  (Mr.  OastonJ  who  has  cer- 
tainly spoken  with  ability  on  this  subject,  is  satis- 
fied with  the  incidental  ix>wers  and  benefits  which 
the  Government  would  derive  from  this  bank. 
And  this  brings  me  to  two  objections  which  have 
been  urged — first,  an  indiscriminate  dread  is  felt 
of  the  influence  of  the  Qovernment  over  this  in- 
stitution, provided  it  participates  in  its  direction. 
In  what  way,  let  me  ask,  can  the  influence  of  the 
Qovernment  be  injorioQs  7  Is  it  presumable  that 
the  influence  of  the  Qovernment  would  induce 
the  bank  to  loan  individuals  who  were  incapable 
of  repaying  the  debt?  Can  it  be  believed  that 
the  Government  would  ever  d^seend,  by  its  in- 
fluence over  the  bank,  to  benefit  one  class  of  in- 
dividuals by  loans,  while  it  oppresses  another  by 
refusing  to  extend  these  benefits  7  Or  can  it  be 
imagined  that  the  Government^  which  is  so  deeply 
interested  in  preserving  an  uniform  and  valuable 
currency,  would,  in  ordinary  circumstances,  in- 
duce the  balok  to  make  over  issues^  and  thereby 
cause  a  depreciation  of  its  paper?  1  presume 
not;  these  are  apprehensions  too  fantastic  to  be 
ascribed  to  men  of  sense;  they  are  absurdities  too 
great  for  them  to  ascribe  to  a  Government  as  en- 
Bghtened  as  ours ;  but  if  they  mean  that  the  Qov- 
ernment, under  the  pressure  of  trying  emereen- 
cies.  may  by  their  influence  induce  loans  from 
the  bank,  which  prudence  in  ordinary  times  would 
forbid  them  to  make,  I  shall  not  deny  the  protw- 
bility,  but  must  be  permitted  to  answer  there  are, 
or  may  be  periods  during  a  nation's  travail,  when 
exertions  of  such  means  would  be  attended  with 
less  evil  than  a  want  of  money ;  and  as  this  objec- 
tion has  reference  to  an  extreme  case,  I  an  will- 
ing to  await  the  crisis.  But  their  second  objec- 
tion, which  is  not  a  little  inconsistent  with  the 
first,  is,  that  the  President  will  appoint  ignorant, 
inefficient,  and  needy  directors.  What  weight, 
Xhtn.  could  these  directors  possess  7  But  let  us 
approach  this  objection  a  little  nearer,  and  look 
it  in  the  face.  Why  is  the  presumption  indulged, 
thtt  thv  President  will  be  thus  injudicioxist  Has 
he  not  the  same  respectable  class  of  merchants 
from  whom  to  make  his  selection  as  the  stock- 
holders have  ?  Is  h  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
any  President  would  be  willitig  thus  to  commit 
his  fame  and  reputation ;  and,  ifsueh  a  one  could 
be  found,  is  there  no  reliance  to  be  put  upon  the 
vigilance  of  the  Senate?  But  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  thinks  that  the  Government 
is  never  safe  in  trusting  its  money  concerns  in  the 
hands  of  an  individual.  How  th^n,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, is  any  nation  to  transact  its  finaneittt  con- 
cerns^does  our  Government  not  daily  trust  in- 
dividuals with  its  money?  Is  it  not  obliged  to 
do  so?  And  if  in  this  case  it  did  not  trust  direc- 
tors appointed  by  itself,  would  it  not  be  obliged 
exclusively  to  trust  those  appointed  by  the  stock- 
holders ?  If  the  gentleman's  argtraient  is  carried 
a  little  further,  it  would  iveommend  the  system 
of  farming  the  revenue  as  punued  in  Prance,  in-r 


stead  of  appointing  our  own  officers  to  collect  it. 
Our  policy,  in  collectinff  the  dues  of  the  Gk»vern- 
ment,  has  been,  to  couple  the  interest  of  the  offi- 
cer with  our  own ;  he  derives  a  profit  or  per 
tsentage  upon  the  money  collected,  and  hence  the 
stimulus  superadded  to  that  of  a  sense  of  duty. 
The  interest  of  this  bank  should  be  made  subser- 
vient to  the  interest  of  the  public,  of  the  people ; 
and  hence  I  wish  for  some  control  in  its  di- 
rection. 

Mr.  Gaston  supported  the  amendment.  He 
concurred  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Finance  in  the  opinion  that  the  evils  which 
arose  from  the  irregular  and  depreciated  state  of 
the  currency  called  fora  remed v-^he  agreed  with 
him  that  they  affected  the  industry,  morals,  the 
probity,  and  the  public  faith  of  the  country— *and 
he  added,  that  there  was  another  evil  which  no 
less  imperiously  demanded  the  attention  of  Gov- 
ernment, since  from  it  arose  the  greatest  ^cilUy 
of  committing  frauds  upon  the  revenue.  £(e 
stated  that  we  nad  in  fact'three  kinds  of  currency ; 
one  worse  than  another ;  and  in  all  of  which  dis- 
bursements were  made  and  the  same  voucher 
retained,  be  the  pavment  made  in  which  currency 
it  might;  for  an  illustration  of  this  he  referred  to 
a  particular  part  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  which  stated  that  Government  nad 
made  $'S3fibO  by  the  difference  on  dei)reciated 
paper.  He  would  not^  he  said,  inquire  here 
whether  such  a  transaction  was.  or  was  not  hon- 
orable to  Government,  nor  should  he  have  men- 
tioned it,  but  to  show  that  a  sum  of  no  less  an 
amount  than  1133^000  might  have  been  placed  in 
the  Treasury,  or  disposed  of  in  any  other  manner ; 
and  to  remind  the  House  that  they  were  unfaith- 
ful guardians  of  the  public  finances,  if  they  did 
not  take  better  care  that  they  were  better  attended 
to.  He  agreed  with  the  chairman  that  the  banks 
ought  to  TC  compelled  to  make  payments  in  spe* 
cie,  but  he  did  not  see  how  that  object  was  to  be 
efieeted  by  this  Mil ;  yet  he  thoneht  that  a  bank 
formed  on  correct  principles  would  greatly  facil* 
itate.  WeU  constituted,  he  conceived  that  a  bank 
would  he  useful;  while  badly  constituted,  he  was 
convinced  it  would  be  productive  of  mischief. 
As  to  the  capital  already  fixed  upon,  he  thought 
it  much  larger  than  was  necessary  ;  but  if  that 
were  the  only  evil  it  would  not  be  insuperable. 
The  next  point  of  consideration  to  that  of  the 
capital  of  the  bank,  was  the  government  of  it ; 
and  this  led  him  to  the  question  before  the  House, 
viz:  whether  the  President  and  Senate  should  or 
should  not  be  empowered  to  appoint  five  of  the 
directors.  On  this  subject  he  would  say,  that  it 
was  incumbent  on  those  who  supported  the  affir- 
mative, to  prove  its  expediency.  He  had  listened 
to  all  that  had  been  said  upon  it,  and  he  b«aid 
nothing  which  appeared  to  him  anything  like  a 
sound  reason  for  those  appointments  being  con- 
fided to  Government.  Government,  he  observed, 
stood  in  two  relations  to  the  ^nks,  the  first  of 
them  being  as  Government  merely,  and  what 
were  the  interests  it  had,  as  such  m  the  bank? 
Why  that,  bv  its  means,  a  safe  and  easy  trans- 
nmsioo  wouM  be  made  of  the  reveirae.    And  on 
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that  bead,  that  is  as  to  the  custody,  the  receipt, 
the  guardianship,  and  the  transmission  of  the 
revenue,  he  affirmed  that  those  were  sufficiently 
well  secured.  In  a  word,  he  thought  that  bf  the 
bill,  Government  in  those  respects  possessed  all 
the  power  it  ought  to  desire ;  but  it  bad  far  more 
important  interests  as  guardians  of  the  welfare  of 
the  nation,  which  it  was  to  protect,  by  taking  care 
that  the  bank  should  not  degenerate  into  a  paper- 
making  machine,  that  no  persons  should  be  in- 
trusted with  its  direction  that  would  be  likely  to 
abuse  it,  and  that  it  should  be  governed  by  men 
of  skill  and  integrity.  The  question  then  that 
naturally  presented  it&elf  was,  which  would  be 
most  likely  to  make  fit  appointments,  Government 
or  the  stockholders  of  the  bank  ?  And  the  an- 
swer to  that  question  was,  that,  as  a  cold  sense  of 
duty  could  never  stand  in  competition  with  a  strong 
sense  of  interest  and  fear,  the  stockholders,  whose 
own  interests  were  deeply  involved,  would  be 
the  most  likely.  Such  directors  as  they  would 
appoint,  woula  be  men  versed  in  the  business 
of  money  dealing,  and  well  known  to  be  such  by 
them  before  they  were  selected;  while  from  the 
necessity  of  bis  situation  the  President  could 
have  no  accurate  knowledge  of  such  kind  of 
dealings  or  of  men  qualified  for  them,  and  must 
trust  to  the  information  of  others  for  bis  election. 
From  that  would  arise  a  great  evil,  namely,  that 
the  directors  would  be  appointed,  not  for  their 
capabilities  for  the  banking  trade,  but  for  their 
political  service,  past,  or  to  come.  If  the  direc- 
tors were  appointed  by  the  stockholders,  they 
would  do  right;  but  it  by  the  President,  who 
could  hope  that,  should  the  emergencies  of  the 
State  require  a  large  draft  from  the  banks,  thejr 
could  be  able,  or  would  be  willing  to  resist  bis 
demand.  If  there  was  no  positive  irresistible 
.reason  given  for  it,  therefore,  why  vest  the  Presi- 
dent with  that  power  ?  Public  confidence,  he  said, 
was  essential  to  the  success  of  the  bank,  and 
without  it  that  institution  could  not  effect  any  of 
the  purposes  of  its  establishment.  What  then, 
he  asked,  must  be  the  effect  of  appointing  the 
directors  in  the  way  proposed  ?  Were  Govern- 
ment solely  to  appoint  the  directors,  no  man 
would  say  that  there  was  a  stockholder  in  the 
United  States  who  would  venture  his  money  in 
the  bank.  If  Government  appointed  a  majority 
of  them,  it  would  be  nearly  the  same ;  and  exactly 
in  proportion  as  Government  had  any  hand  in  the 
appointments  of  those  officers,  the  credit  of  the 
bank  would  be  impaired.  Another  objection 
made  by  Mr.  G.  was^  the  increase  of  patronage 
created  by  these  appointments.  He  said  be  was 
no  vulgar  declaimer  against  patronage;  he  had 
no  dread  of  the  ordinary  exerciseof  the  President's 
patronage  in  the  cases  of  high  officers — the  judges, 
lor  instance,  of  offices  of  State — but  he  was  averse 
to  the  President's  patronage  over  that  kind  of 
office  to  which  little  or  no  salary  was  annexed, 
and  which  could  only  be  rendered  profitable  by  a 
dexterous  management  of  the  facilities  it  afforded, 
of  employ!^  undue  influence.  Who  would  ac- 
cept such  offices  1  Certainly  none  but  those  who 
know  how  to  make  an  adroit  use  of  the  opportu- 


nities they  afforded.  Here  Mr.  G.  adverted  to  the 
disposition  expressed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  to  meet  the  opponents  of  the 
bill  half  way,  in  a  spirit  of  compromise ;  he  had, 
he  said,  agreed  to,  and  acted  upon  that  proposal. 
There  was  three  leading  subjects  of  controversy 
belonging  to  the  bill;  the  capital  of  the  bank^  the 
eovernment  of  it,  and  the  mode  of  its  operations. 
One  of  those  had  been  yielded  up,  he  said,  but  if 
the  other  two  were  to  go  in  direct  violation  of 
his  opinions  and  principles,  he  would  not  agree  to 
the  compromise.  If  the  gentlemen  who  were  in- 
terested in  carrying  those  points,  should  think 
that  they  saw  their  way  clearly,  with  them  be 
the  responsibility ! — but  for  himself,  he  considered 
the  present  amendment  a  sine  qua  non,  without 
which  he  could  not  give  his  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Pickering  spoke  in  favour  of  it,  and  sup- 
ported his  observations  with  the  authority  of 
namiiton ;  respecting  which  he  reminded  the 
House  of  what  was  said  a  few  days.ago,  on  that 
floor,  by  Mr.  Smith.  That  gentleman  related 
that  when  Mr.  GUiUatin  came  into  the  Treasury 
office,  he  resolved  if  possible  to  detect  some  errors 
in  the  system  established  by  that  profound  states- 
man and  financier,  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, Greneral  Hamilton ;  but,  after  having  studied 
and  exhau:ited  much  labor  and  ingenuity  in  ex- 
amining and  devising  the  means,  he  could  not 
with  all  his  natural  astutia  make  a  single  change 
for  the  better  in  the  original  system  of  finance. 
Such  was  Hamilton,  whose  opinions  Mr.  P.  now 
read  from  one  of  his  reports,  to  this  effect ;  namely, 
that  banks  could  be  beneficial  only  under  the  di- 
rection of  private  individuals,  but  never  under 
that  of  Governments.  If  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate owned  the  stock  themselves,  the  arguments 
drawn  from  the  right  of  holding  stock  might 
apply,  but  it  was  not  so;  they  had  but  a  slight 
interest  in  it,  and  that  merely  a  public  one.  Needy 
men  would  get,  through  sycophants,  recommended 
for  the  appointments  without  regard  to  their 
qualifications,  so  that  an  honest  Government 
would  be  glad  to  get  rid  of  the  importunities  it 
would  occasion. 

Mr.  Ci^T  consideted  the  arguments  employed 
against  this  part  of  the  bill  as  very  strange.  The 
evil  complained  of,  he  said,  was  that  two  hundred 
banks — that  is,  two  hundred  and  sixty  strong 
powers — were  in  action  without  any  possible  con- 
trol from  Government,  or  any  hope  of  being 
stopped  except  by  indirect  exertion.  Was  it  pro- 
per that  they  should  continue  to  be  uncontrolled? 
And  was  it  come  to  this,  that  the  Governmeot 
could  not  be  trusted  with  the  appointment  of  five 
officers,  who  had  no  salary  ?  lie  insisted,  that  the 
proposed  bank  was  a  power  over  which  Qovero- 
meut  ought  to  retain  a  salutary  influence;  not 
only  that  indirect  influence  which  gentlemen 
were  willing  to  allow  it,  but  the  direct  influence 
imparted  by  the  appointment  of  those  five  officers. 
It  ought  to  have  a  direct  active  power,  since^  pos- 
sessing one-fifth  of  the  capital,  there  would  al- 
ways be  a  sum. of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  millions 
of  its  deposites  continually  in  the  coffers  of  the 
banks.    And  yet  geatleiaen  said  it  would  be  bet- 
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ter  to  plaee  the  appoiotmeot  in  the  hands  of  in- 
diYidoak. 

Mr.  Gabton  spoke  in  answer  to  some  things 
said  bj  Mr.  Clat,  and  was  replied  to  by  that 
gentleman  to  whom  he  again  rejoined. 


WEDNEaoAT,  March  6. 

Mr.NswTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  which  were  referred 
the  memorials  and  petitions  of  the  manufacturers 
of  wool,  made  a  report  thereon,  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  ^ 

Mr.  Iiig'bam,  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Of- 
fices and  Post  Roads,  reported  the  bill  in  addition 
to  the  act  regulating  the  Post  0£Sce  Establish- 
ment, with  amendments,  amongst  which  was  a 
Ttriation  of  the  privilege  of  franking  during  re- 
cess, Yoted  to  members  of  Congress  recently,  so 
as  to  make  the  privilege  read,  *'  from  the  com- 
mencement of  Congress,  and  until  thirty  days 
thereafter." 

Mr.  Root  spoke  against  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  moved  to  amend  it  so  as  to  restore 
the  privilege  to  its  former  footing,  that  is,  ^*  during 
each  session,  and  for  twenty  days  thereafter." 

The  question  on  Mr.  Root's  motion  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — yeas  47,  nays  53. 

After,  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Condict,  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  a  bill  to  alter  certain  parts  of  the 
act  providing  for  the  |;overnment  ot  the  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  LowMDBs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the  petitions  from 
the  following  named  persons,  to  wit :  John  Kauf- 
fett  and  Michael  Henff&t,  Jaoob  Reily,  and  Mi- 
chael S.  Van  der  Cook  ;  which  -  was  read,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
of  the  2d  instant. 

Mr.  LowNDBS,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  directing  the  discharge 
of  Ebenezer  Keeler  and  John  Francis  from  im- 
prisonment ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Edward  Hallowell. 

Mr.  Lowndes  also  reported  a  bill  directing  the 
discharge  of  Moses  Lewis  from  impriaonment, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Lowndes  lilso  reported  a  bill  for  the  remis^ 
sion  of  certain  duties  on  the  importation  of  books 
for  the  use  of  Harvard  College ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Wbole  last  meatfoaed. 

Mr.  Lowndes  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Robert  Kid ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  lo  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last 
mentioned. 

Mr.  Lowndes  reported  the  agreement  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  t&e  bill,  '<  mak- 


ing appropriations  for  ordnance  and  ordnance 
stores,  tor  the  year  1810."  and  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments were  ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  committee,  appointed 
on  the  4th  instant,  on  tbe  petition  of  Andrew 
Kurtz,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  and  requiring 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to 
Andrew  Kurtz ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  JoBNSON,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  that  subject,  reported  a  bill  to 
change  the  mode  of  compensation  to  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress.  [Instead  of  the  six  dollars  per 
diem,  to  allow  the  gross  sum  of  $1,500  per  ses- 
sion to  each  member.]  And  tbe  biU  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Jaokson,  of  Virginia,  moved. 

"  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  suggest  to  the 
architect  of  the  Capitol  such  alterations  in  the  Repre- 
sentatives Chamber  therein,  ae  may  best  provide  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  Representatives. 

Mr.  Pickering  suggested  a  modification  of  the 
resolution,  so  as  to  include  in  its  object  the  im- 
provement of  the  Hall  of  the  Supreme  Court ; 
which  was  received  by  the  mover  of  the  resolu- 
tion, and  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  of  five 
appointed  accordingly.  Messrs.  Jackson,  Piok- 
ERiNQ,  Randolph,  MoKee,  and  Pitkin,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Pickering  submitted  the  following  propo- 
sition of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  read,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Union : 

Re»ch)tdf  ky  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeenta' 
titte  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  aS' 
sembkd,  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring.  That 
the  following  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States ;  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Le- 
gislatures of  tiiree-iburths  of  the  several  States,  shall 
be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  a  part  of  the 
said  Constitntton,  to  wit: 

That,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  representatives  in 
the  CongRMs  of  the  United  States,  each  State  shall, 
by  its  Legislatare,  be  divided  into  a  number  of  dis- 
trieto  equal  to  the  number  of  Representatives  to  which 
such  State  ma^  be  entitled. 

Those  distncta  shall  be  formed  of  contiguous  terri- 
tory, and  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  entitled  by  the  Constitution  to  be 
represented.  In  each  district  the  qualified  voters  shall 
elect  one  representative,  and  no  more. 

That,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  electors  of  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  President  of  the  United  StatcF,  pach 
State  shall,  by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  num- 
ber of  districts  equal  to  the  number  of  electors  to 
which  each  State  shall  be  entitled.  Hiose  districta 
shall  be  composed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  contain, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  inhabitanto 
entitled  by  the  Constitution  to  representation.  In 
each  district,  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  rep- 
resentatives shall  appoint  one  elector,  and  no  more. 
The  electors,  when  convened,  shall  have  power,  in 
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auB  of  any  of  thoM  apfomted  m  above  preacribed 
diall  iail  to  attend  for  tae  pmipoaaa  of  their  aaid  ap- 

giintment,  on  the  day  preaeribed  for  giving  their  votea 
r  Pieaident  of  the  United  Btatea,  to  anpoint  anoUier, 
or  othenb  to  act  in  the  place  of  him  or  them  ao  failing 
to  attend* 

Neither  the  districta  for  chooaing  repreaentativw, 
nor  thoae  for  appointing  electora,  shall  be  altered  in 
any  Stale  until  a  censna,  and  apportionment  of  Rep- 
reaentativea  under  it,  subaequent  to  the  diviiion  of  the 
State  into  districta,  ahall  be  made.  The  diviaion  of 
the  Statea  into  districts,  hereby  provided  for,  shall  take 
place  immediately  after  this  amendment  ahall  be  adopt- 
ed and  ratified  aa  a  part  of  the  Conatitotion  of  tne 
United  Statea ;  and  aueeeaaiv^y,  immediately  after- 
vrarda^  whenever  a  oenana  and  apportionment  of  Rep- 
ivaenutivea  nnder  it  ahall  be  made.  The  division  of 
anch  State  into  districta  for  the  jmrpoaea  both  of  duMo- 
ing  lepreaentativea  and  of  appomting  electoral  ahall  be 
dtaMQ  agieaably  to  the  pioviaioiia  of  thia  amwndment, 
and  on  no  other  ooeaaion. 

THE  NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  subscribers  to  the  National  Bank. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend  the 
tenth  section,  so  as  to  allow  the  choice  of  Presi- 
dent of  the  Bank  to  be  made  from  any  of  the 
Directors,  and  not  to  confine  the  selection  of  that 
officer  to  one  of  the  Directors  appointed  by  the 
President  and  Senate.  Mr.  S.  made  a  few  re- 
marks in  joatlficatioa  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Cai«bodn  had  no  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment. He  thought  the  clause  proposed  to  be 
amended  not  necessary  to  give  the  uoTernineot 
a  due  control  over  the  concerns  of  the  bank ;  and 
that  it  would  still  retain  as  much  influence  as 
would  serve  every  beneficial  purpose. 

Mr.  RoBSBTsoN  condemned  the  motion.  He 
thought  it  would  diminiah  too  greatly  the  power 
which  it  was  necessary  the  Government  should 
have  over  the  Bank.  Me  did  not  want  merely  a 
gteat  money  machine,  but  an  iasiitution  of  a 
national  character  ^  «n4,  therefore,  could  ootoon- 
acot  to  part  with,  one  after  another,  all  tha  fc»- 
tares  of  the  bill  which  gave  the  Gtoveramtat  a 
pfopcr  and  necessary  control  over  the  bank*  He 
adverted  to  the  liberality  which  had  been  aaasi- 
fested  by  the  chatrman  who  reported  the  biU, 
(Mr.  Calsoon,)  and  thoug^bt  the  pria«tple  of 
accommodation  might  be  carried  too  hf.  iic 
•dmoaiabcd  ffentlemen  to  remember  the  painter 
Who  flattered  everybody  and  pleased  nobody. 
His  fate  would  be  that  of  the  bill,  if  this  spirit  of 
eoflcession  was  carried  too  far ;  and  he  could  not, 
for  one,  be  so  far  governed  by  it  as  to  give  up 
those  powers  which  were  necessary  to  the  salu- 
tary management  of  the  bank,  and  without  which 
it  would  not  be  worth  having. 

Mr.  Roaa  could  see  no  reason  why  the  Preai- 
dent  of  the  bank  ahould  not  be  selected  from  the 
whole  twenty-five  directors,  if  it  was  the  object 
to  get  the  best  man.  If  the  President  and  Senate 
appoint  a  director,  the  most  proper  for  the  office, 
he  would  doubtless  be  elected.  Bat,  if  not,  why 
esdade  the  fittest  character?    It  would  have 


been  juat  ae  well  to  confine  the  aeleetion  of  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  one  State,  though  it 
might  not  contain  a  person  as  well  qaalified  aa 
one  in  another  State.  Mr.  R*  called  the  atteation 
of  the  Hotue  to  the  importance  of  the  office  and 
duties  of  the  President  of  the  Bank,  and  the  ab- 
solute necessity  of  selecting  the  director  best  qual- 
ified. Such  a  coarse  was  congenial  with  oar 
Klitical  iostituttons,  ahhoagfa  he  believed  the 
nk  haelf  was  by  no  means  cootfoniai  with  the 
Constitution,  being,  as  be  viewed  it,  a  ttoneyed 
aristocracy.  He  condemned  the  policy  of  giving 
so  much«  additional  strength  to  the.  Executive 
arm.  Alexander  Hamilton  himself,  in  the  zenith 
of  his  influence,  would  not  have  dated  to  propoae 
such  a  grant  of  power  to  the  Preaident  aa  the 
control  and  regnlation  of  a  great  monejred  inaii- 
tatton.  Mr.  R.  concluded  bv  saying  he  thought 
it  would  be  mach  safer  to  adopt  the  ameodmeat, 
aad  withhold  from  the  Blxecotiveso  importast 
a  power,  dxs. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose  to  make  a  remark  or  two  in 
reply  to  hia  friend  (Mr.  RoaattTBOH.)  He  almoet 
despaired  of  the  paasage  of  the  bill,  aAer  sobm  of 
the  iadicatioas  which  he  had  witneased,  and  Im- 
gan  to  doabt  whether  any  bill  would  pass  at  all 
on  the  subject.  For  himself,  Mr.  C.  said,  hia 
anxiety  for  the  measure  was  not  extreme ;  bat  aa 
long  as  there  was  a  lingering  hope  of  iu  socceaa, 
he  should  omit  no  effort  to  make  it  an  efficient 
remedy  for  the  evils  of  the  present  currency.  If, 
after  making  it  auit,  as  for  as  posaibU,  the  taste 
of  every  one,  gentlemeo  determined  to  oppoee  it, 
it  was  time  for  them  to  look  out  for  some  othor 
remedy.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  felt  deeply  the  evil  of 
the  disordered  atate  cfonr  currency,  and  the  ae* 
ceasity  of  a  cure.  In  devising  that  care,  dtfiical- 
ties  were  to  be  expected.  The  direction  of  the 
bank  he  knew  had  been  made  a  tine  fua  non  bj 
some  genilemen  on  one  side  of  the  Hoase^  and  he 
wae  aorry  to  find  it  was  oae  also  with  aoae  oa 
the  other.  It  was  a  fate  peeuKar  to  great  meae-> 
aeee  to  fail  ia  their  detaila.  The  obstiaacy  of 
gentlemen  in  matters  of  what  they  deemed  pria- 
ciple,  waa  hoaoraUe  to  them,  hot  be  beared  it 
would  be  fiiul  to  the  bill.  He  lamented  it ;  the 
diaordera  were  so  deep,  so  great,  that  jastice  lo 
the  eoontry  called  for  a  remedy  at  the  handa  of 
the  GoTcrnoiettt.  If  gentlemeo  would  aerioosly 
cooaider  the  character,  and  power,  aod  nature  of 
the  evil«^two  hoadred  and  aixty  baaka  iaaoing 
akaest  as  oumy  milliona  of  depieciated  paper— 
they  mast  see  the  necessity  of  co^>per«lia^  ia  the 
measure  of  relief.  The  necessity  for  waton  waa 
great  and  aigent,  for  the  disease  waa  aloaeat  in* 
curable ;  it  was  a  leproay  on  the  body  politic,  dbc 

The  qtieatioa  waa  thea  taken  on  Mr.  Snira'a 
motion,  and  oavrled— ayes  80,  nays  4fi. 

After  some  further  ameodmeat,  afectiag  oo 
priaclple—- 

Mr.  Ramdolph  moved  to  add  the  word  mUim 
in  the  clause  which  limits  the  choice  of  direeiofa 
tocitizenaof  the  United  Statea;  which  OMtioa 
was  agreed  to  without  debate--4iyC8  68. 

After  the  Committee  had  proceeded  to  Ike 
elaase,  which  provides  for  the  appoiatmeat  of 
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direeiors  for  the  Branch  Banks,  which  clause 
likewise  restricted  the  choice  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States — 

Mr.  JfiWBTT  moved  that  the  word  native  be 
inserted  also  in  that  oiaase,  so  as  to  limit  the  ap- 
pointment to  native  citizens. 

Mr.  C1.LBOUN  objected  to  the  amendment.  It 
was  the  first  time,  he  said,  that  any  attempt  had 
been  made  in  this  country  to  discrimioate  be- 
tween native  and  naturalized  citizens.  The  Con- 
stitution recop^ised  no  such  distinction,  except 
in  the  eligibility  to  the  highest  office  in  the  Gk>v- 
ernmettt,and  he  could  see  no  reason  for  introduc- 
ing on  this  occasion  so  odious  and  unprecedented 
a  distinction. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  it  was  indisputably  true 
that  it  was  to  our  system  of  naturalization  laws 
the  United  States  owed  that  spirit  of  faction  by 
which  they  had  been  torn  for  the  last  twenty 
years,  and  along  with  it  the  war  out  of  which  the 
country  had  just  emerged.  He  spoke  from  the 
information  of  statesmen  inferior  to  none  in  this 
or  any  other  country,  that  the  system  of  granting 
protections  to  foreign  seamen  was  one  of  the 
chief  causes  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  which 
system  had  grown  out  of  our  naturalization  laws. 
Much  had  been  said,  and  he  dared  to  say  much 
more  would  be  now  said,  and  much  more  be 
written  on  this  subject,  for  it  was  a  melancholy 
truth,  that  the  press  was  in  the  hands  of  those 
irery  people  who  had  long  taken  upon  them  to 
dictate  to  the  American  people,  and  to  tell  them 
who  ought  to  be  their  President,  who  their  Vice- 
President,  and  who  their  Representatives,  and 
to  direct  them  in  their  most  essential  concerns. 
He  was  aware,  therefore,  that  the  press  would 
be  at  work,  and  that  much  would  be  said  and 
much  printed  about  what  he  was  now  saying; 
but  that  had  no  terror  for  him.  How  long  the 
country  would  endure  this  foreign  yoke,  in  its 
most  odious  and  disgusting  form,  he  could  not 
teU }  but  this  he  would  say,  that  if  we  were  to  be 
dictated  to,  and  ruled  by  foreigners,  he  would 
much  rather  be  ruled  by  a  British  Parliament 
than  by  British  subjects  here.  Should  he  be  told 
that  those  men  fought  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, he  would  answer  that  those  who  did  so 
were  not  included  bjr  him  in  the  class  he  adverted 
to.  That  was  a  civil  war,  and  the^r  and  we  were, 
at  its  commencement,  alike  British  subjects. 
Native  Britons,  therefore,  then  taking  arms  on 
our  side,  gave  them  the  same  rights  as  those  who 
were  born  in  this  country,  and  his  motion  could 
be  easily  modified  so  as  to  provide  for  any  that 
might  be  of  that  description ;  but  no  such  modi- 
fication, he  was  sure,  would  be  found  necessary, 
for  this  plain  reason.  Where  were  the  soldiers 
of  the  Revolution  who  were  not  natives  ?  They 
were  either  already  retired,  or  else  retiring  to 
that  great  reckoning  where  discounts  were  not 
allowed.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
point  his  finger  to  any  such  kind  of  person  now 
living,  he  would  agree  to  his  being  made  an  ex- 
ception to  the  amendment.  It  was  time,  Mr.  R. 
said,  that  the  American  people  should  have  a 
character  of  their  own ;  and  where  would  tliey 
14th  Con.  1st  Ssss.~37 


find  it  V  In  New  England  and  in  Virginia  only, 
because  they  were  a  homogeneous  race — a  pecu* 
liar  people.  They  never  yet  appointed  foreigners 
to  sit  in  that  House  for  them,  or  to  fill  their  high 
offices.  In  both  States  thin  was  their  policy ;  it 
was  not  found  in,  nor  was  it  owing  to,  their  pa* 
per  constitutions;  but  what  was  Mtter,  it  was 
interwoven  in  the  frame  of  their  thoughts  and 
sentiments,  in  their  steady  habits,  in  their  prinoi* 
pies  from  the  cradle — a  much  more  solid  seen* 
rity  than  could  be  found  in  any  abracadabra, 
which  constitution  mongers  could  scrawl  upon 
paper.  It  might  be  indiscreet  in  him  to  say  it, 
for.  to  say  the  truth,  he  had  as  little  of  that  raa- 
cally  virtue  prudence**  he  apprehended,  as  any 
man,  and  could  as  little  conceal  what  he  felt  as 
afiect  what  he  did  not  feel.  He  knew  it  was  not 
the  way  for  him  to  conciliate  the  maonfacturiag 
body,  yet  he  would  say  that  he  wished,  with  aU 
his  heart,  that  his  bootmaker,  his  hatter,  and 
other  manufacturers,  would  rather  stay  in  Great 
Britain,  under  their  own  laws,  than  come  here  to 
make  laws  for  us,  and  leave  it  to  us  to  import  our 
covering.  We  inost  have  our  clothing  home- 
made, said  he,  but  I  would  much  rather  nave  my 
workmen  home-made,  and  import  my  clothing. 
Was  it  best,  he  demanded,  to  have  our  own  ufir 
|K>Uuted  Republic  peopled  with  its  own  pure  na^ 
live  Republicans,  or  erect  another  Sheffield,  anr 
other  Manchester,  and  another  Birmingham,  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill,  the  Delaware,  and 
the  Brandy  wine,  or  have  a  host  of  Ludditea 
amongst  us,  wretches  from  whom  erery  vestige 
of  the  human  creation  seemed  to  be  effaced  T 
Would  they  wish  to  have  their  elections  on  that 
fioor  decided  by  a  rabble  ?  What,  he  asked,  was 
the  cause  of  the  ruin  of  old  Rome  ?  Why,  their 
opening  their  gates  and  letting  in  the  rabble  of 
the  whole  world  to  be  her  legislators.  If,  said 
he,  you  wish  to  preserve  among  your  fellow-eiti-- 
zens  that  exalted  sense  of  fr^om  which  cave 
birth  to  the  Revolution-^if  you  wish  to  keep 
alive  among  them  the  spirit  of  '76— you  must 
endeavor  to  stop  this  fiood  of  foreign  emigration. 
You  must  teach  the  people  of  Europe  that  if 
they  do  oome  here,  all  they  must  hope  to  receive 
is  protection ;  but  that  they  must  have  no  share 
in  our  Government.  From  such  men  a  tempo- 
rary party  may  receive  precarious  aid,  but  the 
country  cannot  be  safe,  por  the  people  happy, 
where  they  are  introduced  into  Government,  or 
meddle  with  public  concerns  in  any  ^reac  degree. 
Jjet  them  then  takeaway  their  spinnioff  jennies — 
let  them  carry  ofi*  their  principles  and  their  ma- 
chinerv  back  again  to  Europe,  aod>leave  our 
Riepubiic  to  its  repose.  I  dread  those  men  i  I  have 
a  horror,  a  loathing  of  a  paper  machine,  and  a 
manufacturing  aristocracy ;  I  would  protect  com- 
merce, but  I  dislike  and  contemn  manufacturing. 
Can  you  be  defended  by  a  rabble  of  manufactu- 
rers? No,  you  cannot  depend  upon  them ;  they 
would  leave  you  to  be  sacked.  It  would  be  as 
rational  for  any  man  who  really  valued  his  eoun* 

*  The  only  virtue,  says  Goldsmith^  that  is  left  us  at 
three- score. 


1156 


mSTOBY  OF  CQNGB18& 


115C 


XI*  OP  R« 


Frocudingt, 


March,' 1S16. 


trf,  to  bring  io  a  bill  for  tbe  eDconragemeDt  of  m 
brMd  of  wolves.  I  never  see  a  merino  sheep 
without  its  occurring^  to  me  that  we  are  about  to 
be  the  tributaries  of  the  most  timid,  weak,  ineffi- 
cient animal  on  the  face  of  tbe  earth.  Among 
our  home  mannfacturesj  I  wish  gentlemen  wonld 
Attend  to  that  of  hnman  bodies,  and  not  keep 
foreigners  for  the  purpose  of  making  their  elothinc 
at  home,  when  thej  conld  import  to  so  maen 
more  advantage  from  abroad.  This,  he  said,  was 
%  AiTorable  time  to  make  a  stand  against  this 
evil,  and  if  not  this  session,  he  hoped  that  in  the 
next  there  would  be  a  revisal  of  the  naturaliza- 
tion laws.  He  was  not  partial  to  the  French,  but 
if  we  were  to  have  emigrants,  he  wished  them  to 
be  of  that  people.  Not  the  birds  of  Newgate  or 
Kilmainham,  nor  the  rabble  of  British  manufac- 
turing towns.  He  preferred  the  French,  because 
thejr  wonld  be  a  distinct  peo|4e  among  us,  and 
not  as  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  who,  from 
the  similarity  of  their  language  and  manners, 
identified  themselves  at  once  with  our  people, 
and  brought  their  principles  into  oar  councils. 

Mr.  WniOBT  saio :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot  be 
•ilent  when  an  amendment  is  proposed  to  insert 
tbe  word  notice,  so  that  none  but  natives  can  be 
directors  of  thn  bank.  Sir,  it  is  a  libel  on  the 
Constitution,  on  that  Wa8Birotoii  who  recom- 
mended its  adoption.  It  would  exclude  Alexan- 
der Hamilton,  was  he  alive,  from  being  a  direct- 
or, who  so  pre-eminently  distingushed  himself  in 
the  promotion  of  that  Constitution.  Look,  sir, 
at  that  picture.  See  the  bleeding  Montgomery 
weltering  in  his  ^ore,  and  sacrificing  his  life  on 
the  altar  of  American  liberty,  and  thep  say  whe- 
ther such  men  ought  to  be  excluded.  Sir,  the 
members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repvesent- 
atiree  who  may  be  naturalized  citizens — nay,  a 
foreigner,  who  was  here  at  the  adoption  c(  the 
Constitution,  might  be  a  President  or  the  United 
Sutes;  but,  if  this  amendment  obtains,  he  could 
not  be  a  director  of  this  bank! 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Jfiwrrr'a  mo- 
tion, and  lost,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  then  moved  to  strike 
out  that  part  of  the  seventeenth  section,  which 

fives  the  President  of  the  United  States  power. 
Bring  tbe  recess  of  Congress^  on  the  applieatioo 
of  the  stockholders,  to  authorize  the  banx  to  sus- 
pend the  payment  of  specie. 

Mr.  Calboun,  after  admitting  the  propriety  of 
the  motion,  said  he  had  no  objection  to  extend  it 
to  the  whole  proviso  of  the  section,  so  as  to  des 
prive  Congress,  as  well  as  the  President,  of  the 
power  to  suspend  specie  payments. 

Mr.  F0R8TTB  opposed  this  proposition,  and 
Mr.  Ranoolph  supported  it;  after  which,  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Ordnance 
department.  The  Senate's  amendments  were 
agreed  to  bv  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  when 
it  rose ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tbdrsoay,  March  7. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  tbe  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  further  extending 
the  time  for  issuing  and  locating  military  land 
warrants ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crawforo, 

Bualvtd,  Thai  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statementi 
showing  the  valuation  of  real  property  and  slavea 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  each  county 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  the  quota  or  amount 
of  direct  tax  apportioned  to  the  said  city  and  each 
of  tbe  said  counties,  and  the  rate  of  tax  on  the 
one  hundred  dollars  of  assessed  [Nropecty,  agree- 
ably to  the  valuation  and  apportionment  made 
under  the  act  entitled  **Ao  act  for  tbe  assessment 
and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties,'* 
passed  July  2^  1813,  and  tbe  act  entitled  ""An 
act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,"  passed  August  2d,  1813;  and  a  sim- 
ilar statement  of  the  valuation,  apportionment, 
and  rate  of  tax  under  the  act  entitled  ''An  act  to 
provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  tbe  ex- 
penses of  Government  and  maintaining  tbe  fwib- 
lic  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United 
Slates,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting 
the  same,"  passed  on  the  9ih  day  of  January, 
1815 ;  so  as  to  exhibit  a  comparative  view  of  the 
valuation,  apportionment,  and  rate  of  tax  in  tbe 
said  city,  and  each  of  the  said  counties,  under  tbe 
several  acts  abovemen tinned ;  also,  the  names  of 
the  principal  assessors  within  the  said  State,  for 
the  year  1816,  and  the  counties  embraced  within 
their  respective  districts,  and  such  further  state- 
ment of  the  transactions  of  the  board  of  principal 
assessors  within  the  said  State,  as  reported  to  tbe 
Treasury  Department,  as  will  show  what  cban^cis, 
if  any.  tmve  been  made  by  ibem  in  the  relative 
valuation  of  property  in  any  of  the  said  counties, 
and  the  principles  on  which  they  have  proceeded 
in  performing  the  duties  required  of  them  by  tbe 
act  last  abovemeotioned. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Marbb,. 

Besidved^  That  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury 
lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  tbe  accounts 
exhibited,  and  of  tbe  expenditures  in  the  proaecu- 
tion  of  offences  against  the  United  States,  in  tbe 
courts  thereof,  in  tbe  districts  of  Connecticut, 
MassacbusettSi  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  and 
New  York,  respectively,  from  the  year  1808^  to 
the  year  1815,  inclusive  of  both ;  also,  a  ataie- 
mentof  the  fines  and  penalties  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  from  those  districts, 
duriog  that  period ;  exhibiting  the  names  and 
number  of  the  indictments,  io formations,  and  suits 
which  have  been  instituteii  for  such  offences,  and 
distinguishing  those  in  which  there  have  been 
convictions,  from  those  in  which  there  have  been 
acquittals. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  **An  act  autbonsing 
and  directing  the  Secreury  of  State  to  grant  let- 
ters patent  to  Andrew  Kurtz,"  was  read  tbe  third 
time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  eatitled  ^'Au  act  in  addilioB 
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to  ftD  act  r€galatiag  thie  Post  OSee  fi««bHsli«- 
ment,"  was  read  the  third  tiine  and  passed. 

NATIONAL  BANK 

The  House  then  again  tesolred  itself  into  a 
Commttiee  of  the  Whole,  oa  Uie  National  Baak 
bill— the  tnotioa  to  atrike  out  the  proriso  which 

giyes  to  Coagress  the  power  of  authorising  the 
ank,  on  application  of  the  stockholders,  to  sus- 
pend the  payment  of  specie,  being  still  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Rakdolpb  supported  the  aosendment,  and 
reprobated  the  reaaarics  of  the  honorable  geutleman 
(Mr.  Fobbyth)  who  opposed  it  as  the  most  extra- 
ordinary he  h«d  erer  beard.  Was  that  gentleman 
yet  to  leara,  he  asked,  that  Congress  sat  under  a 
delegated  power,  by  which  they  were  authorized 
to  do  that  only  which  was  found  specified  in  their 
charter,  the  Constitution  ?  The  power  to  tiolate 
contracts  between  individuals  was  not  one  of  those 
granted  to  Congress  and  enumerated  in  the  Oon- 
atitucion,  a^d  yet  that  was  the  amount  of  the 
gentleman's  argument.  Nor  could  he  concetTe  a 
case  in  which  tbeir  power  could  extend  to  impair 
m  contract.  If  the  competency  to  suspend  pay- 
ment was  to  be  vested  in  either  of  them,  be  would 
rather  trust  it  to  the  President  than  to  that  House^ 
because  Hothtbg  was  so  shameless  as  a  popular 
assembly.  No  crime  had  ever  been  committed 
that  popular  assemblies  had  not  countenanced. 
He  declared  that  it  was  astonishing  and  afflicting 
to  him  to  hear  principles  which  he  had  ever  been 
taught  to  consider  monstrous  and  preposterous, 
openly  and  with  the  greatest  indifference  promul- 
gated in  tbat  House— *for  what  less  than  mon- 
etrons  and  preposterous  was  it  to  insist  that  Gov- 
ernment had  a  right  to  make  paper  a  legal  tender  ? 

Mr.  WfiBSTSR  said  he  should  be  sorry  if  such 
notions  as  those  of  Mr.  FoaavTB  were  to  grow 
into  geneml  belief.  The  language  of  the  Consti- 
tacioa  was,  he  said,  that  all  that  was  not  delegated 
was  deserved.  If  the  power  in  question  therefore 
was  not  delegated,  it  oid  not  exist.  He  urged  the 
impolicy  of  retaining  the  clause,  on  the  grounds 
that  it  would  defeat  the  object  of  the  bill,  by  ad- 
tding  to  the  depreciation  of  bank  paper.  If  the 
pow^r  td  suspend  specie  payments  were  known 
to  exist  by  authority,  individuals  holding  it  would, 
on  the  slightest  grounds,  suspect  that  it  was  in- 
tended,  and  press  upon  the  bank  for  their  money, 
in  short,  the  ingenuity  of  man  could  not  devise  a 
thing  more  tending  to  bring  about  the  evil  for 
which  the  bill  is  presumed  to  be  a  core. 

Mr.  Clat  (Speaker)  agreed  that  the  r^eHtion 
of  the  clause  was  unnecessary,  and  said  that  he 
would  no  more  make  a  provision  for  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  in  a  bank,  than  in  form- 
ing a  government  he  would  provide  for  a  revolu- 
tion. Either  case  could  arise  but  from  an  extra- 
ordinary convulsion  net  likely  to  occur,  and  which, 
if  it  ever  did  arise,  would  bring  its  own  remedy 
time  enough  along  with  it.  Providing  for  it  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Forsyth's  notion  was  not  only 
unnecessary  but  would  be  pernicious^it  would 
be  like  calling  in  a  pbysieian  to  a  sick  person,  and 
Wngling  with  hie  preseriptiotti  materials  to  ia- 


ctease  the  disease.  Were  such  a  power  ready  at 
hand  to  be  administered  when  necessity  ahoiald 
require,  the  bank,  whose  interest  it  would  be  to 
suspend  epecie  payments,  would  soon  contriTe  to 
maie  that  necessity.  He  therefore  concurred  in 
the  amendment ;  which  after  some  observations 
from  Mr.  Sbarpb,  was  carried  by  a  rery  large 
majority. 

Dome  other  ameadments  were  also  made  to  the 
bill ;  when  at  length  the  Committee^  having  got 
through  the  bill,  rose,  reported  progress  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again. 

C0MPCN8ATI0N  OF  MEMBERS. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  btlt  to  alter  the  compensation  al* 
lowed  to  the  members  of  Congress. 

Mr.  JoBifSOM  said,  he  tbourht  no  diversity  of 
opinion  could  arise  on  this  biU  but  as  to  the  sua 
which  it  proposed  to  allow  the  membevs  per 
annum.  It  members  of  Congress  were  sattsmed 
to  adopt  a  smaller  sum,  he  avowed  himself  will- 
ing to  meet  them,  though  he  had  no  doubt  tke 
cum  mentioned  was  as  low  as  it  ought  to  be,  and 
was  less  than  the  salary  received  by  twenty-eijrht 
clerks  employed  by  the  Government.  Mr.  I.  Mao 
defended  the  propriety  of  the  proposed  mode  of 
compensation  over  the  per  diem  allowance,  and 
concluded  with  a  few  statements  to  show,  that 
the  trifling  addition  to  the  pay  would  be  nothing 
in  comparison  with  the  despatch  of  public  busi- 
ness, which  would  be  the  effect  of  the  change. 

Mr.  Randolpb  coincided  fuUv  with  Mr.  Joflic- 
aoN  in  his  vieWs  of  the  proposea  change ;  and  in 
order  to  divest  the  measure  of  its  only  odious  conn 
sideration,  he  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  sus- 
pending its  operation  until  the  4th  of  March  next, 
so  as  not  to  take  effect  during  the  present  Con- 
gress. Mr.  R.  declared  bis  convictioui  however, 
that  the  object  would  not  be  fully  attained  by  the 
change.  Are  not  members,  said  he,  obliged  to  be 
wakened  up  to  vote ;  roused  up  to  hear  the  ques- 
tion 1  Do  they  not  keep  the  House  from  adjoara- 
vckZ  because  they  have  not  finished* a  letter,  or  sent 
off  the  last  newspaper  ?  The  debates  of  the  House 
are  swelled  to  their  great  length  by  inattention  of 
members;  and  to  remedy  it,  we  most  get  rid  of 
this  bookbinder's  shop.  The  House,  he  said, 
was  not  exactly  like  a  Dover  court,  where  they 
were  all  speakers ;  but  here  there  is  one  speaker 
and  no  listener. 

Mr.  Jobhsoh  was  opposed  to  the  amendment. 
He  thought  if  the  bill  was  necessary  at  all,  it  was 
as  proper  for  the  present  Congress  as  a  future  one. 
However,  he  would  not  refiase  his  support  to  the 
bill,  if  the  motion  should  be  adopted.  Congress, 
he  said,  had  always  to  act  for  themselves  on  this 
subject^  and  he  was  averse  to  the  postponement. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  for  himself  he  would  prefer 
the  bill  as  it  stood  \  but  it  was  to  satisfv  any  over- 
tender  consciences,  that  he  proposed  the  amend- 
ment. For  his  part,  he  was  not  afraid  of  the  thing 
called  popularity ;  to  vote  to  himaelf  one  thousand 
five  hunured  dollars^for  what  1  For  coming  hero 
and  living  «s  in  a  boarding  school,  or  a  mon- 
astory^  dbc«    There  was  uo  profession  scarcely  by 
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wbieh  a  man  eoald  not  eirn  one  thoaaand  fire 
hundred  dollars  io  sis  months,  and  do  it  much 
more  pleasantljr  too  than  by  coming  here.  Mr. 
R.  concluded  by  repeatiuf,  that  the  object  of  his 
amendment  was  intended  merely  as  a  qnietus  to 
oYer*tender  consciences. 
f  Mr.  Grosvbnor  said,  to  decide  on  the  amend- 
ment, it  was  only  necessary  to  inquire,  whether 
this  measure  was  at  all  proper.  If  it  be  necessary, 
is  it  not  so  at  this,  as  the  next  session  ?  On  what 
principle,  he  asked,  was  it  necessary  to  postpone 
the  effect  of  the  bill  ?  It  would  be  viewed  only 
as  a  little  attempt  to  evade  the  imputation  of  re- 
garding their  own  particular  interests ;  and  he 
was  decidedly  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  HuQBR  assured  the  House,  be  had  never 
risen  to  address  them  with  more  reluctance,  or 
less  satisfaction  to  himsell,  than  on  the  present 
occasion.  He  had  waited  to  the  last  moment, 
and  until  the  question  was  on  the  point  of  being 
taken,  in  the  hope  that  some  other  ffenileman 
would  undertake  the  unpleasant  task^  (for  an  un- 
pleasant task  it  certainly  was,)  of  rising  io  oppo- 
sition to  a  measure,  evidently  so  popular  and  so 
well  received.  Providence  in  its  beneficence, 
had  blessed  him  with  independence,  and  some- 
what more,  perhaps,  of  the  good  things  of  this 
life,  than  had  fallen  to  the  lot  of  several  of  those 
.  ha  addressed.  He  was  sensible,  that  under  such 
circumstances,  opposition  to  the  proposed  increase 
of  pay  might  oot  come  with  the  best  possible 

grace  from  him ;  and  be  most  sincerely  wished 
bat  it  had  devolved  upon  any  other  gentleman, 
rather  than  on  himself.  He  had  waited,  however, 
as  before  observed,  to  the  last  momeot,  but  no  one 
evinced  the  least  disposition  to  rise  in  opposition 
to  the  bill.  He  did  not,  therefore,  think  himself  so 
bound  down,  hand  and  feet,  by  the  above  consid- 
eration, or  by  the  feelings  of  delicacy  arising  out  of 
it}  as  to  be  absolutely  precluded  from  expressing 
his  dislike  to  a  measure,  which  he  disapproved  of 
most  decidedly,  and  in  all  its  bearings;  nor  under 
any  moral  obligation  to  let  it  pass  wjb  siktUiOf 
and  without  the  most  trifiiag  attempt  being  made 
to  stop  its  progress.  He  should,  without  further 
preface,  throw  himself  on  the  candor  and  indul- 
gence of  the  House.  And  whilst  he  cheerfully 
acknowledged  the  merits  of  the  honorable  gentle* 
man  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  JoBiiaoM)  who  had  so 
greatly  distinguished  himself  in  other  fields,  and 
a  kind  of  warfare  rather  more  glorious  than  that 
for  which  he  had  been,  on  the  present  occasion, 
extolled  io  such  glowing!  language  i  be  flattered 
himself  that  he  might  at  least  hope  and  calcu- 
late upon  the  pardon  and  foigiveness  of  gentle- 
men, if  he  ventured,  in  like  manner,  to  come  for- 
ward with  some  little  independence,  and  oppose 
a  measure,  evidently  so  popular  within  the  walls 
of  the  Chamber,  and  wnich  received  such  kind, 
and  to  all  appearance,  such  general  welcome. 

Mr.  H.  repeated  that  he  was  decidedly  opposed 
to  the  bill  in  all  its  bearings  and  provisions;  to 
the  increase  of  pay  it  proposed,  (especially  at  the 
present  time  and  under  existinsr  circumstances,} 
and  still  more  to  the  manner  In  which  that  in- 
crease was  to  be  brought  about.    Nothing  could 


be  further  from  his  wish  or  intention  than  to  at- 
tribute improper  motives  to  the  worthy  chair- 
man, or  any  other  honorable  gentleman  of  the 
committee  by  whom  the  bill  had  been  introduced. 
But  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  bill,  so 
far  as  he  comprehended  its  scope  and  tenor,  pre- 
sented itself  to  his  understanding  in  a  very  ques- 
tionable shape.  It  wore  too  much  the  appear- 
ance of  disguise  and  concealment.  If  there  reallf 
was  such  evident  necessity  for  an  increase  in  th« 
pay  of  members  of  Congress,  why  not  grant  it 
in  the  good  old  way  of  a  per  diem.  If  six  dol- 
lars a  day  were  not  adequate  to  meet  their  rea- 
sonable expenses,  and  afford  them  a  comfortable 
subsistence  at  the  Seat  of  Qovernment,  let  the 
rate  be  augmented  to  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  dol- 
lars, or  to  whatever  sum  might  be  deemed  suffi- 
cient. But  let  this  be  done  m  such  a  manner  as 
that  their  constituents  might  at  a  glance,  under- 
stand what  had  been  done,  and  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  making  a  fair  comparison  between  the 
present  allowance,  and  what  it  was  now  pro- 
posed to  raise  it  to.  By  changing  the  per  diem, 
or  daily  allowance,  into  a  salary,  or  gross  sum, 
a  concealment  of  the  increase  of  pay  was,  he 
would  not  say  sought  or  intended,  yet  it  certain- 
ly was  effected.  What  number  of  persons  abroad, 
he  asked,  would  comprehend  the  lull  effect  of  the 
change,  or  possess  proper  data  upon  which  to 
make  a  correct  estimate  and  comparison  between 
the  present  daily  allowance  and  that  which  was 
contemplated  ?  Even  in  that  House  there  was 
great  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  stated  it,  ineludine 
an  average  of  extra  sessions,  at  between  nine  and 
ten  dollars.  He  contended  they  were  not  likely 
to  have,  for  some  years  to  come,  any  extra  ses- 
sion. Yet  the  very  fact  that  there  might  or 
might  not  be  extra  sessions,  was  almost  conclu- 
sive argument  of  itself  in  favor  of  the  old  mode 
of  a  per  diem,  and  against  the  proposed  change 
of  it  into  a  fixed  salary  and  gross  sum.  At  ail 
events  there  was  not  the  most  distant  prospect  of 
an  extra  session,  neither  had  there  been  one  du- 
ring the  Constitutional  term  of  the  present  (3oi&- 
Jfress.  He  was  strictly  correct,  therefore,  and 
ttUy  authorized  in  estimating  the  addition  of 
pay  which  would  actually  be  received  by  the 

S resent  members,  at  an  increase  of  from  one  hun» 
red  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent.,  or  at  aa 
average  of  at  least  fourteen  dollars  a  day,  besides 
the  annual  trmvelliog  allowance  of  six  dollais 
every  twenty  miles.  Indeed,  this  was  so  obvi- 
ously the  case,  that  he  had  heard  it  in  conver- 
sation, candidly  acknowledged,  that  the  mode 
adopted  of  giving  an  annual  salary  instead  of  a 
per  diem,  was  the  only  one  which  could  render 
the  thiug  palatable,  and  make  it  go  down  with 
the  people.  And  this  very  observation  and  ac- 
knowledgment had  been  by  no  means  one  of  the 
smaUest  inducements  with  him  to  turn  his  atten- 
tion particularly  to  the  subject,  and  rise  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill. 

But  even  granting  it  to  be  expedient  to  increase 
their  pay  for  the  future^  it  was,  in  every  possible 
view,  ijtcoitect  and  unbecoming  to  give  the  bill 
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a  retrospective  operation.  When  the  members 
of  this  Congress  were  elected  they  well  knew 
thejr  woald  be  entitled  to  six  dollars  a  daj,  and 
no  more.  Thef  accepted  their  seats  under  this 
express  condition.  Bat  if  the  bill  passed,  each 
member  would  receive  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
for  the  year  ending  on  the  4th  of  March,  which 
was  already  elapsra,  and  daring  which  they  had 
barely  been  in  session  three  months.  Thas,  in- 
stead of  $180  a  month,  or  $540  for  three  months, 
to  which  they  were  now  entitled,  and  which 
many  had  already  drawn,  the  members  would 
receive  $1,500  each,  while  the  Presidentjpro  tern. 
of  the  Senate,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  instead  of  $1,080,  to  which  they 
would  be  entitled  as  the  law  now  stood,  would 
each  receive  $3,000 ;  the  members  a  per  diem  at 
the  rate  of  about  seventeen  dollars  per  day,  ex- 
clusively of  the  usual  allowance  for  travelling 
expenses ;  the  President  pro  tern,  of  the  Senate, 
and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives a  per  diem  of  rather  upward  thirty-three  dol* 
lars,  likewise  exclusive  of  the  usual  allowance  of 
travelling  expenses.  The  President  pro  torn.,  and 
the  Senate,  and  the  Speaker,  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Fourteenth  Congress,  would 
consequently  receive  a  gratuity,  (for  a  gratuity, 
concealed  as  it  might  be,  it  certainlv  was,)  over 
and  above  their  usual  per  diem,  at  the  close  of  a 
bloody  and  expensive  war.  out  of  the  public  cof- 
fers, to  the  amount  of  about  $200,000  for  their 
services  the  three  months  last  past,  during  which 
they  had  literally,  and  to  the  best  of  his  recollec- 
tion, done  notbinff  else  but  make  appropriations, 
and  lay  taxes.  Vet  honorable  gentlemen  had 
spoken  of  this  gratuity  and  augmentation  of  pay 
they  were  about  to  vote  to  themselves,  as  a  mere 
pittance,  which  the  liberality  of  their  constitu- 
ents would  confirm  without  a  second  thought  on 
the  subject ;  nay,  several  had  ffone  so  far  as  to 
say,  if  the  committee  had  erred,  it  was  rather  in 
fixing  upon  a  sum  too  small,  than  in  recommend- 
ing one  too  large.  He  thought  venr  differently. 
And  though  he  had  as  much  confidence  in  the 
liberality  of  those  whom  he  immediately  repre- 
sented, as  any  other  gentleman  could  have  in  that 
of  his  immediate  constituents,  yet  when  he  rec- 
ollected how  liberally  taxes  had  been  laid  on 
them  already  during  the  present  Congress,  and 
the  high  tariff  of  duties  on  foreign  importations 
about  to  be  added  to  these,  by  way  of  bounty  to 
domestic  mannfactiires,  he  could  not  find  tt  in 
his  conscience  to  draw  upon  their  liberality  for  a 
gratuity,  and  an  addition  to  his  pay  at  such  a 
moment,  and  under  such  circumstances. 

Were  there  no  other  objections  then  to  the  bill, 
this  extravagant  retrospective  operation  would 
be  a  sufficient  inducement  with  him  to  vote 
a^inst  it.  But  he  had  a  still  stronger,  and,  in 
his  opinion,  unanswerable  objection  to  the  bill, 
on  account  of  the  proposed  change  in  the  mode 
of  compensation,  and  the  novelty  of  converting 
members  of  the  Legislature  into  salary  officers. 
They  were  said,  indeed,  to  be  mere  day  laborers, 
and  that  it  was  beneath  their  dignity  to  receive  a 
stipend,  as  though  they  were  mere  hewers  of  wood 


and  drawers  of  water.  He  saw  (no  force  in  the 
observation.  They  were  in  fact,  and  in  truth, 
day  laborers,  and  must,  from  the  nature  of  their 
services,  continue  such.  Their  predecessors  had 
been  so,  and  bad  received  for  upwards  of  thirty 
years  a  per  diem,  in  proportion  to  their  daily  ser- 
vices. Yet,  it  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever 
heard  a  whisper  as  to  its  baneful  infiuenee  on 
their  dignity,  or  that  the  receipt  of  a  per  diem 
had  affected^  one  way  or  the  otner,  the  standing 
or  respectabilit|r  of  the  members  of  Congress. 

Not  only  their  dignity,  however,  was  all  of  a 
sudden  found  to  be  lessened  by  the  old  mode  of 
compensation,  but  members,  it  seems  likewise  to 
be  most  unexpectedly  discovered,  received  less 
than  clerks  in  manjr  of  the  offices,  or  those  em- 
ployed  to  copy  their  own  proceedings;  and,  it 
was  triumphantly  demanded,  whether  members 
of  that  honorable  body  were  not  worth v  of  at 
least  as  much  compensation  as  mere  quill-drivers. 
He  really  did  not  expect  such  an  argument  (well 
enouffh  adapted,  perhaps,  to  a  newspaper  para* 
ffraph)  would  have  been  seriously  ureed  in  that 
House.  He  would  ask  in  return,  wnether  the 
question  had  been  fairly  stated,  or  whether  there 
was  any  point  of  comparison  between  a  clerk 
who  earned  his  daily  bread  by  personal  labor  and 
his  skill  in  figures  and  penmanship,  and  a  mem- 
ber who  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  that  august 
body ;  to  whose  care  was  committed  the  desti- 
nies of  this  great  and  rising  Republic.  He  put 
it  to  gentlemen  themselves  to  say,  whether  it 
was  indeed  with  a  view  of  making  a  livelihood, 
or  upon  the  principle  of  obtaining  compensation 
for  tneir  services,  that  they  sought  or  accepted  of 
the  high,  di^ified,  and  responsible  situation  of  a 
Representative  of  the  people.  He  was  confident 
that  gentlemen,  one  and  all,  would  spurn  at  the 
suggestion.  Indeed,  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  who  was  one 
of  the  most  zealous  supporters  of  the  bill,  had 
given  the  most  decided  negative  to  any  such  idea, 
and  the  strongest  argument  in  favor  of  the  prin- 
ciple he  advocated,  when  he  stated  it  to  be  his 
sober  and  well-digested  opinion,  that  ttie  mem- 
bers of  Congress  should  not  be  allowed  any  pay 
whatever. 

On  this  point,  however,  he  had  the  misfortune 
likewise  to  differ  from  that  gentleman ;  and  he 
well  remembered,  at  a  former  period,  and  as  a 
member  of  a  former  Congress,  when  ^  economy 
and  republican  frugality  and  simplicity''  were  as 
much  the  cry  and  watchword  or  the  day,  as  are 
at  this  time  **  dignitv,  and  living  like  gentlemen,** 
he  well  rememberea  he  had  resisted  most  strenu- 
ously a  proposal  to  reduce  the  pay  of  members 
of  Congress  to  three  or  four  dollars  a  day.  He 
had  done  so  from  motives  and  principles  not  dis- 
similar to  those  which  actuated  him  at  present  in 
opposing  an  increase  of  pay. 

He  had  always  understood  that  the  object  of 
giving  a  pet  diem  to  members,  either  of  the  State 
or  National  Legislatures,  was  not  by  way  of  a 
compensation  for  their  services,  still  less  to  remn- 
nerate  them  for  sacrifices  of  pecuniary  or  personal 
advantages  of  any  kind.     No ;  the  real  object 
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wa9  to  enable  indiyidnuls,  whose  private  meana 
would  Qot  eoeble  them  to  attend  the  seauoat  of 
the  respectire  Legislatmes,  to  meet  the  moderate 
zsxi  reasonable  expenses  to  which  they  must  ne- 
cessarily be  subjected  by  their  attendance  on  them, 
and  to  tne  end  that  the  country  might  not  be  alto- 
gether deprived  of  the  serrices  of  men  ii^  narrow 
circumstancesyfrom  their  inability  to  suffice  to  this 
extia  expense.  Hence,  and  ia  the  same  spirit^  a. 
moderate  and  reasonable  allowance  was  made  for 
travellinff  e3q)ettses— not  at  such  a  rate,  however. 
as  would  be  required  by  the  nabob  of  the  Sooth,' 
whom  the  gentjienaan  from  Massachusetts  (Nb. 

Sruo)  describes,  and  who,  he  tells  us — with  aU 
a  gravity  and  oi^ity  he  ppssesses  in  so  eminent 
a  degree,  and  which  so  well  becomes  the  oeca^ 
aion-*^annot  get  along  without  his  carriage  and 
two  horses,  a;)d  turo  black  servants,  and  two  dogs^ 
but  such  as  would  enable  a  decent  and  respecta- 
ble individual  tOr transport  himself  comfortably 
and  conveniently  from  his  place  of  residence  to 
the  Seat  of  Qovarnment. 

Sueb.  bevond  all  doubt,  was  the  principle  upon 
which  liay  has  heretofore  been  given  to  membeoa 
of  the  State  and  National  l^^Iatares.  Thia  was 
the  correct  medium  between,  tiie  two  extremes 
of  refusing  to  pay  theic  reasqnabLa  expenses^  or 
of  giving  sahiues  sufficiently  targe  to  compensate 
members  of  the  resjiective  Legislatures  for  the 
loss  of  time,  the  sacrifices  they  made  oi  individ- 
ual comfort,  and  the  diveraion  of  their  talents  and 
industry  from  their  usual  avocations  |  by  the  first 
alternative,  depriving  tha  country  altogether  of 
the  services  of  persons  in  narrow  circumstances, 
and  throwing  too  Government  entirely  into  the: 
hands  of  the  rich ;  bv  the  latter,  attempting  to  do 
that  which,  if  carried  into  execution,  would  bank- 
rupt the  nation.  It  waa^  in  &ct,  not  to  be  ex- 
pected nor  cakolated  upon,  that  the  best  and 
first-rate  talents  of  the  country  could  or  would 
be  drawn  out,  in  common  and  peaceable  times, 
by  any  salary  which  might  be  offered ;  far  less  by 
such  an  annual  stij)end  as  that  proposed.  In  mo- 
ments of  great  crists^-on  occasions  of  imminent 
danger  and  national  exigency-^the  amor  wUrm 
— the  genial  impulse  of  great  minda  would  foree 
such  men  to  come  forward  and  take  a  part  in  the 
public  councils.  Bul  to  expect  such  a  sacrifice 
of  private  pursuits,  and  individual  enjoyment  and 
emolument  on  their  part,  in  ordinary  times,  waa 
out  of  the  question.  He  more  than  doubted, 
indeed,  whether  any  salary)  the  most  sanguine 
firicinds  of  the  bill  could  prevail  on  themselv^es  tp 
propose,  would  insure  a  more  respeotaMe  repre- 
sentation than  that  which  composed  the  preaent 
Congress. 

The  point  at  issue,  then,  it  would  seemi  between^ 
the  ffentleman  and  himself,  waa,  that  they  pro- 
posed to  remunerate  members  for  their  servicea 
and  sacrifices  J  whilst  he,  accordii^  to  the  princir 

Sle  heretofore  acted  upoui  thou^t  it  most  expe- 
ient  to  confine  the  pay  to  such  ato  amount  as 
would  defray  their  necessary  and  reasonable  ex- 
penses, coming  to,  attending  on,  and  returning 
from,  the  National  Legislature,  Take  either  horn 
of  the  dilemma,  and  he  waa  equally  opposed  to 


the  bilL  He  contended  that  it  was  perfectly  fsr- 
cical  to  talk  of  drawing  out  the  firat-rate  talents 
and  characters  by  such  a  salary  as  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars.  On  the  contrary^  this  sum^  wheu 
fixed  and  certain}  was  about  sufficient  to  tempt 
the  cupidity  and  excite  the  avarice  of  the  second 
or  third  rate  county  court  lawyer,  the  idle  and 
noisy  demagogue,  or  the  lowest  grade  of  political 
brawleie,  who  haunted  the  taverns  and  tippling[ 
houses,  and  stunned  the  ears  of  the  peaceable  citi- 
zens with,  their  devotion  to  republicanism,  their 
love  of  the  people,  and  their  exclusive  patriotism. 
Heise  the  question  presented  iuelf,  and  be  would 
examine  wJiether  the  old  per  diem  of  six  dollara 
was  or  waa  not  suffioient  to  meet  tlie  reasonable 
Und  necessary  expenses  of  a  number  whitet  at- 
tending to  his  official  duties.  He  mauld  candidly 
acknowledge  that  money  had  depreciated;  thai 
living  was  (nominally  at  least)  higher;  d&at  the 
pecuniary  resources  of  a  noember,  arising  from 
hia  pay,  were  not  aa  gneat  or  as  (avorahle  to  him 
as  they  had  been  in  forager  and  better  times.  But 
this  was  not  to.  last  forever.  In  the  meantime,  it 
was  equally  felt  by  ati  those  in  any  way  ooa- 
nected  or  coaeemed  with  the  Genenl  Goverjn^ 
ment-^the  pubUc  creditor,  the  old  soldier,  the  die* 
banded  officei^-^indeed,  by  every  portiou  of  tiia 
community,  even  ia  their  private  concema  and 
capacity.  He  saw  no  reason,  thtefore,  why  tha 
UHunbers  of  Congress  should  separate  them^elvea 
from.  aU  othec  clasaes  of  that  communityi,  and 
make  use  of  their  official  station  to  eacapa  front 
tha  pressure  of  an  evil  common  to.  all,  and  one  foi 
which  it  would  better  becomethem,  audit  wastheir 
boundeu  duty-,  to  endeavor  to  fiAd  an  efficient  rem- 
edy. He  moreover  contended,  the  depreoiaiioa 
notwithstandiiu^  that  a  membar  could  live  coo'- 
veniently,  comfortablv,  abundantly— ay,  and  lika 
a  gentleman,  too,  if  this  was  to  be  the  criterion, 
upon  the  present  per  diem.  He  could  prove  it, 
he  thought,  beyond  all  contradiction,  by  figures* 
Take,  for  example,  the  expenditure  of  a  week  iu 
Washington,  at  the  highest  rate,  and  for  what  he 
should  presume  to  be  an  ample  establishment^ 
even  for  a  gentleman :  boarding  and  lodging,  (the 
highest  charge  he  had  heard  of.)  fifteen  dollars, 
a  servant  four,  two  horses  eighiu  He  did  not 
include  the  two  dogs  of  the  honorable  geiitleman 
from  Massachusetts,  as  this  necessary  appendage 
to  the  dj|gnity  of  a  member  was  unknown  to  him- 
self or  either  of  his  colleagues,  and  must  belong, 
he  presumed,  exclusively  to  Virginia  and  tha 
other  large  States.  The  aJaove  three  items  amoiuu 
to  twenty-seven  dollars,  which,  deducted  from 
twelve  dollars,  the  gross  amount  of  a  week's  pay^ 
at  six  dollars  per  <fiem,  would  leave  a  balance  or 
fifteen  dollars  per  week  for  extra  expenses,  in- 
cluding Madeira,  which  the  veteran  member  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Wriobt)  seemed  to  think  had 
likewise  become  indispensable  to  the  dignitv  o( 
a  gentleman  wJ^o  had  in  these  days  a  seat  in  don- 
gress.  And  on  this  point,  at  least,  he  candidljr 
acknowledged,  and  was  happy  to  find,  that  his 
feelings  were  somewhat  in  unison  with  his  old 
Congressional  friend  and  acquaintance ;  though 
he  Mkd,  nevertheless,  some  doubts  whether  the 
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member  who  bad  nuule  a  late  dinner  or  bis  sap* 
per  with  brown  bread  and  a  tombler  of  ffenaiae 
eider,  would  not  find  bimself  on  the  folldwing 
morntoff  fully  as  adequate  to  perform  the  duties 
of  a  legislator,  as  tbe  one  who  bad  feasted  samp- 
toottsly  with  the  best  white  loaf,  or  enjoyed  his 
bottle,  evea  of  tbe  deservedly  far-famed  old  lath 
of  Alexandria. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph) 
bad  said  it  was  immoral,  conira  bonoa  aiome,  to 
oblige  members  to  live,  for  tbe  want  of  means, 
so  many  months  separated  from  their  families. 
Tbeve  was  point  and  pith  in  this,  as  there  usually 
were  in  the  remarks  of  that  gentleman.  He  per* 
iectiv  acquieseed  in  the  truth  and  justice  oi  it; 
but*  before  it  could  hare  any  weight  with  him  in 
maliiag  op  his  mind  on  the  present  question,  be 
most  be  convinced  that  the  proposed  augmenta- 
tioa  would  remedy,  or  at  least  have  a  considera- 
ble tendency  to  remedy,  the  evil.  From  his  own 
knowledge^  he  was  convinced  it  could  and  would 
aot*  He  was  oonUent  that  the  eontemplated 
addition  to  the  old  per  diem  would  not  enable 
fsatlemeo,  who  had  not  other  and  private  means 
of  theic  own,  to  bring  their  wives  and  children 
wiih  them ;  nor  did  be  believe  that  one  additional 
&mily  would  spend  their  Winter  at  Washington 
in  consequence  of  it.  The  only  effect  of  this  in- 
creased compei»ation  would  be,  that  the  ezpen« 
sive  habits  and  inclinations  of  one  portion  of  tbe 
BMmbers  would  be  encouraged  and  excited,  whilst 
othters,  who  were  more  saving  and  economical, 
would  carry  heavier  purses  home  with  them. 

Another  argument  had  been  advanced,  which 
likewise  carried  with  it  some  appearance  of  piau- 
sibtlity.  It  was  said  this  addition  of  pay  would 
lessen  the  anxiety  and  necessity  for  jSxecuiive 
ikvors  and  appointments,  and  that  Executive  in- 
ioenee  and  control  in  and  over  that  body  would 
be  thereby  diminished.  He  was  convinced,  how- 
ever«  it  would  have  a  contrary  tendency.  The 
moment  a  seat  in  Congress  was  regarded  as  a 
moaev  job,  or  members  were  induced  to  change 
their  habits,  and  live  beyond  their  regular  means, 
by  a  temporary  addition  to  them,  they  would  im- 
bibe expensive  notions  and  inclinations.  Their 
wants  would  increase ;  their  families,  as  well  as 
themselves,  would  be  disposed  to  ape  the  follies 
and  extra vaffances  of  the  rich  contractor^  unprin- 
oipled  speculator,  and  every  other  description  of 
moneyed  men,  or  of  men  without  money,  who 
lived  by  means  of  their  wits,  and  at  tbe  expense 
of  the  industrious  classes  of  the  community.  De- 
pendence must  be  tbe  natural  and  unavoidable 
conaequenee.  An  overweening  anxiety  aqd  irre- 
sistible necessity  of  obtaining  Executive  favors 
and  patronage,  perfua  aiU  nejas,  must  as  certai  aly 
follow.  Moderation,  frugality, and  economy  were 
the  only  safeguards  to  the  independence  and  in- 
tegrity of  men  ia  public  life.  It  was  not  only  in 
diiect  opposition  to  the  most  sacred  maxim  of 
morality,  thus  to  lead  them  into  temntation ;  but 
the  doctrine  of  the  present  day,  and  that  preached 
up  on  the  present  occasion,  which  went  to  per- 
suade members  that  it  was  necessary  to  live  in  a 
style  beyond  what  was  decent,  reapectabie,  and 


comfortable,  and  ta  entice  them  into  expenses  and 
a  kind  of  living  beyond  what  they  were  accus- 
tomed to,  or  had  tbe  private  means  of  keeping  up 
at  home,  was  contrary  to  the  soundest  dictates  of 
common  sense, 'and  dangerous  in  the  extreme* 
By  doing  so,  they  must  become  needy  and  crav- 
ing, and  be  placed  precisely  In  that  situation  most 
likely  to  render  them  subservient  to,  and  tbea 
perhaps  reluctant,  yet  not  less  implicit  tools  o^ 
that  branch  of  the  Government  which  could  alone 
supply  their  immedhite  and  most  pressing  wantS| 
and  bold  out  to  them  in  expectation  a  rich  har- 
vest and  ample  share  of  the  loaves  and  fishes  at 
its  disposal. 

But  it  was  contended  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  that  this  increase  of  pay,  and  change 
of  the  per  diem  into  a  salary,  would  shorten  the 
sessions  of  Congress,  put  an  end  to  long  speeches-* 
in  a  word,  be  the  panacea  or  cure-all  to  every  evil. 
Such  might  be  the  case  in  part,  particularly  as 
relates  to  tbe  shortening  of  the  sessions  of  that 
body.  He  more  than  doubted,  nevertheless,  if  ii 
was  so,  whether  such  an  alternative  was  alto^ 
gather  desirable.  The  honorable  chairman  aj^ 
peared  to  him  not  to  have  examined,  with  hit 
usual  sagacity,  both  sides  before  he,  had  made  up 
his  mind  on  the  question.  Upon  his  own  datai 
it  would  seem  evident,  on  the  one  hand,  that  «b 
augmentation  of  pay  could  not  be  necessary ;  for 
his  arguments  went  to  show,  that  the  present  ut 
dollars  per  diem  tempted  members  to  make  long 
speeches,  and  spin  out  the  session-^to  the  end 
that  they  might  reap  the  {sreater  emolument  bjr 
remaining  here  and  obtaining  a  greater  numbtt 
of  days'  pay.  It  followed,  of  necessity,  that  the 
old  and  present  allowance  was  found  experftnen* 
tally  to  be  not  only  sufficient,  but  highly  aesirable. 
On  tbe  other  band,  if  the  per  diem  was  changed 
into  a  salary,  and  that  salary  increased,  in  order  to 
shorten  the  sessions  and  put  down  long  speeches 
might  there  not  (deducing  the  same  probable  e£^ 
feets  from  the  same  efficient  causes])  be  with  jaa» 
tice  serious  apprehensions  entertained  lest  the 
members  should,  ia  time  to  come,  be  induced  to 
shorten  the  sessions  too  much,  and  hurry  over 
the  public  business  somewhat  unadvisedly,  and 
before  it  was  properly  and  sufficiently  matured  ? 
This  was  perhaps  too  often  the  ease,  even  at  this 
time,  and  under  existing  circumstances. 

What,  then,  was  to  be  expected,  according  to 
the  data  given,  from  a  measure  the  necessary 
operation  of  which  was  to  place  the  interest  of 
the  individual  in  direct  opposition  to  his  doty,  and 
to  render  his  emolument  greater  or  less,  in  exact 
proportion  to  tbe  shortness  of  the  period  he  de** 
voted  to  his  public  duties,  and  remained  in  thi% 
as  it  was  said,  most  expensive  city.  Now,  though 
he  was  by  no  means  fond  of  too  much  reguIatioii| 
yet  he  confessed  he  saw  no  very  great  mconve* 
nience  or  danger  likely  to  accrue  to  the  Republic 
from  too  much  discunion.  For  his  own  part,  he 
would  rather  be  condemned  to  listen  to  mty  long 
and  tedious  speeches  than  contribute,  end  st^n^ 
to  the  passage  of  one  bad  law,  or  be  obliged  to 
vote  for  a  measure  he  had  not  heard  explained  or 
did  not  comprehend. 
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There  vas  another  aspect  in  which  this  suhject 
presented  itself  to  him  as  of  Yital  importance,  and 
as  affording  cause  for  serious  alarm.  He  was 
perfectly  satisfied,  in  his  own  mind,  that  no  mea- 
sure could  be  devised  which  would  increase,  so 
enormously  and  fearfully,  the  influence  of  the 
executive  over  the  legislative  branch  of  the  Gh>v- 
ernment,  or  throw  the  latter  so  completdy  under 
the  control  of  the  former  as  this  salary  syrstem. 
Not  only  the  sessions  would  thereby  be  injuriouslv 
shortened,  but  business  would  be  hurried  througn 
any  how  and  every  how.  Congress  would  meet 
for  little  else  than  to  lay  taxes  and  make  appro- 
priations. Laws  would  be  passed  as  they  were 
sent  ready  drawn  up  from  the  several  departments, 
and  measures,  kindly  and  previously  matured  by 
the  inddstry  and  superior  wisdom  of  the  Execu- 
tive, would  be  adopted,  right  or  wrong,  with  little 
if  any  discussion.  He  entreated  gentlemen  to 
take  this  view  of  the  subject,  before  they  made 
op  their  minds  on  the  question,  and  to  postpone 
the  bill  at  least  till  the  next  session,  and  until 
they  had  gone  home  and  consulted  with  their 
ecmstituents  in  renrd  to  it.  He  could  not,  for  his 
own  part  at  least,  out  regard  this  change  of  the 
per  diem  into  a  salary,  or  ffross  sum,  as  a  dan- 
gerous innovation,  and  one  likely  to  be  attended 
with  the  wors^consequences. 

Our  Government  had  been  described  with  some 
humor,  and  not  less  justice,  perhaps,  as  a  species 
of  logocracy.  It  was  in  fact  and  m  essence  very 
much  of  one.  It  could  not  get  along  without  consid- 
erable discussion.  The  people  ought  and  would 
haiow»  what  were  the  motives  which  led  to  this 
or  that  measure,  or  why  one  law  was  passed,  and 
another  rejected.  Now,  he  knew  of  no  mode  by 
which  this  information  could  be  obtained  by  them 
more  conveniently  or  satisfactorily,  than  through 
the  debates  in  Congress,  and  the  speeches  of  their 
Representatives.  Re  was  disposed,  therefore,  to 
view  this  cacoeihee  ioquendi,  which  some  gentle- 
men (who  possessed  it  in  no  trifling  degree  them- 
selves) complained  so  much  of,  with  some  little 
indulgence.  There  was,  indeed,  at  times,  irksome, 
tedious  and  most  ridiculous  speeches  made  in 
that  House.  But  gentlemen  enjoyed  a  privilege 
which  they  had  very  generally,  and  not  very  un- 
frequently  availed  themselves  of  during  the  present 
session — the  privilege  of  not  listening  to  such 
speeches  ;  whilst  the  good  people  abroad  read 
them,  or  read  them  not.  according  as  the  snbjeet. 
or  speaker,  or  any  other  circumstance,  exciten 
their  curiosity,  or  attracted  their  attention. 

These  few  observations,  he  hoped,  would  tend 
to '  reconcile  the  worthy  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tacky,  a  little,  to  the  inconvenience  of  long 
speeches,  and  would  also,  he  trusted,  plead  in 
some  measure  his  own  apology  for  the  length  of 
time  he  had  encroached  upon  their  patience.  He 
should  not  have  indulged  himself  to  such  an  ex- 
tent, but  that  the  active  opposition  to  the  bill  ap- 
peared to  devolve  almost  exclusively  upon  him- 
self, whilst  the  first  talents  in  the  House  had  been 
brought  forward  in  support  of  it.  He  would  fur- 
ther observe  that  in  the  ground  he  had  taken,  he 
thought  himself  supported  by  the  spirit,  if  not 


the  letter  of  that  article  of  the  CdnstitntioD, 
which  prohibited  a  Senator  or  Representative 
from  being  appointed  to  anv  civil  office  under 
the  United  States,  that  had  been  created,  or  the 
emoluments  of  wnich  were  increased  during  the 
time  for  which  he  had  been  elected.  Certain  he  was 
that  in  South  Carolina,  his  native  State,  and  the 
one  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  no  act 
to  increase  the  compensation  of  the  members  of 
the  Legislature  could  take  effect  till  after  a  new 
election ;  nor  did  the  provisions  of  any  such  act 
go  into  operation,  except  in  favor  of  those  who 
were  chosen  to  serve  in  a  succeeding  Legislature. 
He  had  long,  therefore,  been  accustomed  to  regard 
this  as  the  true  and  the  most  decorous,  as  wdl  as 
the  most  correct  principle,  and  he  should  not, 
be  trusted,  be  accused  of  pre$umption  if  he  ven- 
tured to  recommend  it  to  that  House,  as  a  pre- 
cedent which  it  would  well  become  them  to  im- 
itate. 

Before  he  sat  down,  Mr.  H.  said  he  would  add, 
that  he  was  perfectly  aware,  the  stand  he  had 
made  in  opposition  to  an  increase  and  change  of 
the  per  diem  into  a  salary,  (indeed  it  had  been 
more  than  insinuated  in  the  course  of  the  debate.) 
would  be  attributed  to  a  desire  of  obtaining  pppd- 
laritv,  and  an  anticipation  of  the  popular  edict  it 
would  probably  have  out  of  doors.  He  would 
not  say  that  such  feeling  might  not  have  had 
some  influence  on  his  mtnd  and  conduct ;  for  he 
pretended  not  to  be  less  fallible  than  those  around 
him.  But  he  could  with  justice,  and  in  sober 
truth  aver,  that  he  was  opposed  upon  principle  to 
the  measure,  and  more  especially  to  the  change 
of  the  per  diem  into  a  fixed  salary ;  a  system  that, 
he  was  perfectly  satisfied,  would  augment  most 
enormously  the  power  of  Executive  influence, 
which  no  one,  he  believed,  would  deny  had  in- 
creased, was  increasing,  and  would  be,  if  it  was  not 
already,  placed  by  this  new  system  beyond  all 
control.  Besides,  convenient  as  he  acknowledged 
such  an  addition  to  his  pay  would  be  to  himself, 
at  the  present  time,  as  well  as  toother  gentlemen, 
yet  when  he  recalled  to  mind  the  heavy  taxes 
which  had  been  or  must  be  laid ;  the  exorbitant 
tariff  of  duties  on  foreign  importations,  likely  to 
be  adopted ;  the  large  and  unprecedented  (at  leant 
in  time  of  profound  peace)  appropriations  they 
were  called  upon  to  make ;  the  number  of  vet- 
erans who  had  lately  been  disbanded,  and  thrown 
penniless  upon  the  world ;  the  debt  which  had 
been  incurred,  and  partially  funded ;  th6  large 
outstanding  demands  not  yet  liquidated^n  a 
word,  when  he  passed  in  review  these  and  similar 
matters,  it  did  seem  to  him  that  the  propooed 
measure  was  wrong,  and  most  obviously  ill-timed. 
He  at  least  could  not  reconcile  it  to  himself;  and, 
though  sneered  and  laughed  at  by  more  than  one 
honorable  gentleman,  for  so  expressing  himself 
he  would  repeat,  he  should  be  ashamed  to  return 
home  and  acknowledge  that,  under  such  circum- 
stances, and  at  the  close  of  so  bloody  and  expen- 
sive a  war,  he  had  voted  for,  or  even  neglected  to 
oppose  an  increase  of  pay  to  himself  and  to  those 
who,  like  himself,  represented  the  good  people  of 
these  United  Suteson  thatfloor,  and  consequently 
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held  the  parse-strings  of  the  nation  «t  their  dis- 
posal. 

Mr.  H.  concluded  by  repeating,  he  did  not 
think  the  sessions  long.  The  House  was  some- 
times vexed  with  the  caeoeiheB  lomendi^  but  the 
consequence  was,  that  measures  had  a  fhir  and 
deliberate  consideration.  It  was  necessary,  he 
thought,  the  community  should  rightly  under- 
stand the  acts  of  Congress ;  and  one  of  the  adyaa- 
tages  of  this  speechification,  was,  that  the  people 
would  be  well  informed,  and  our  measures  be 
well  matured.  Lons  speaking,  he  contended, 
was  no  such  great  eru  as  had  Men  asserted ;  he 
would  rather  have  ten  days  speaking  than  one 
law ;  for  many  laws  were  an  ^vil.  Mr.  H.  said 
that  the  Abbe  Stcard,  so  celebrated  for  teaching 
the  deaf  and  dumb,  had  lately  published  that  there 
was  a  nation  in  North  America  who  had  no  lan- 
guage at  all,  but  did  everything  b^  signs.  He 
was  friendly  to  debate  because  he  himself  felt  its 
good  effects,  for  he  now  entertained  very  different 
opinions  on  some  subjects  from  those  he  brought 
here.  Ours,  he  said,  was  a  iogocrcbcyi  it  was  in 
vain  to  deny  it,  and  we  ought  to  act  in  the  spirit 
of  the  Government,  ^.  Mr.  H.  adverted  to  the 
charge  of  folding  newspapers,  dbc.  and  said  it  was 
no  worse  than  the  practice  of  lounffing  about  the 
House  as  some  did.  He  concluded  by  declaring 
it  his  opinion  that  instead  of  diminishing  the 
sessions,  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to  make 
them  longer ;  and  as  to  the  pay,  he  thought  the 
honor  of  the  station  was  sufficient  to  bring  sen- 
tiemen  to  Congress,  without  any  influence  rrom 
pecuniary  considerations. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hugbr, 
that  he  agreed  with  htm  in  just  one  half  of  one 
of  his  propositions,  which  was  that  speeches  did 
no  harm.  In  his  opinion  they  were  like  old 
women's  physic,  they  did  neither  good  nor  harm. 
The  gentleman  (Mr.  Huoer)  thought  no  pay 
ought  to  be  allowed,  because  g^entlemen  ought  to 
come  here  for  honor ;  if  that  is  the  case,  many, 
said  Mr.  R.,  come  for  what  they  do  not  get. 
Many  of  the  clerks,  it  had  been  said,  received 
more  than  the  membersof  Congress— yet,  Mr.R. 
said,  there  was  no  clerk  who  ever  drudged  harder 
than  he  did ;  in  proof  of  which,  he  briefly  detailed 
the  course  of  labor  and  studv  he  imposed  on  him- 
self whilst  here  in  the  public  service.  Mr.  R. 
denied  that  the  members  could  live  comfortably 
on  six  dollars  a  day  now,  whatever  might  have 
been  the  ease  when  the  pajr  was  first  fixed. 
He  adverted  also  to  the  salaries  of  some  other 
officers  of  the  Ctovernment,  particularly  the  Chief 
Justice,  who  was  put  off  with  a  scanty  pittance. 
The  pay  at  first  fixed  for  those  officers  was  some- 
thing like  a  decent  compensation,  but  now  pitiAil 
and  disgraceful.  The  gentleman  (Mr.  Huoer) 
must  pardon  me,  said  Mr.  R.,  if  I  think  his  argu- 
ments are  better  calculated  for  what  is  called  on 
this  side  of  the  river  sftimp,  than  for  this  Com- 
mittee, Ac, 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  wished 
this  measure  correctly  and  properly  understood, 
that  the  people  might  judge  of  its  merits.  He 
never  concealed  from  his  constituents  his  senti- 


ments on-  political  subjects,  and  although  it  was 
a  measure  in  which  every  member  was  concerned 
individually,  (le  never,  on  any  occasion,  consulted 
more  the  honor,  the  happiness,  the  rights,  the  in- 
dependence of  his  constituents  and  his  country, 
than  in  proposing  a  change  in  the  mode  of  com- 
pensation to  members  of  Conjpress. 

He  bad  been  a  member  ofCongress  for  eight 
years,  in  times  of  trial  and  difficult v,  when  the 
rights  of  the  nation  had  been  violated,  when 
storms  menaced  its  peace  and  tranqfuilltty,  and 
when  a  severe  and  sanguinary  war  threatened  the 
ver^  basis  of  our  independence.  During  all  this 
period,  he  had  discovered  imminent  danger  to 
the  Republic  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  in  the 
verv  councils  to  which  the  American  people 
looked  for  wisdom  and  direction— the  Congress 
of  the  United  States.  We  wanted  energy  and 
decision  of  character  to  take  wise  and  strong 
measures.  The  people  called  for  despatch  of 
business,  and  we  answered  them  with  long 
speeches.  We  were  many  times  upon  the  point 
of  taking  the  most  important  questions ;  and  wheiF 
it  was  expected  that  some  great  measure  would- 
be  decided,  a  motion  for  adjournment  was  carried. 
In  this  way,  from  day  to  day,  from  week  to  week, 
and  from  month  to  month,  a  long  session  was 
spun  out,  the  six  dollars  per  day  pocketted,  and 
little  or  nothing  done  to  relieve  our  distresses. 
When,  under  this  state  of  things,  the  people, 
driven  almost  to  despair,  poured  upon  us  their 
anathemas,  every  member  could  go  home  and 
tell  his  constituents  that  he  himself  was  innocent, 
and  that  the  fault  of  indecision  and  delay  rested 
entirely  with  others.  It  was  impossible  for  the 
people  to  ascertain  who  attended  to  his  duty  or 
who  neglected  it.  The  members,  in  this  respect, 
evaded  their  responsibility,  because  invisible  tO' 
their  constituents.  Although  we  might  patrol 
the  streets,  or  vote  for  an  adjournment  at  three 
o'clock,  or  even  at  an  ^arlier  hour,  the  people 
remained  ignorant  of  our  delinquency. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  wished  every  man  to  be  respon- 
sible for  his  conduct  to  the  people,  the  legitimate 
fountain  of  power  and  authority.  He  said  he 
wished  his  constituents  were  collected,  and  after 
hearing  the  subiect  discussed^  could  decide  on 
this  occasion.  They  were  a  wise  people,  a  patri- 
otic people,  a  well-judging  people,  who  valued 
independence,  liberty,  and  honor  more  than  a 
few  cents^  or  dollars,  or  pounds.  Although  he 
did  not.wish  to  say  anything  of  his  own  attend- 
ance, it  was  known  to  fats  friends  that  he  lost  no 
time  durine  sessions  of  Congress,  and  he  never 
voted  to  adjourn  when  the  House  could  proffress 
with  business.  So  much  for  the  change  of  the 
mode  of  compensation.  But  one  objection  has 
been  made,  which  was  that  Congress  might  hurry 
bnsiness.  aud  not  well  mature  it.  There  was  no 
danger  of  any  such  thing.  Business  of  import- 
-ance  would  always  be  thoroughly  investigated; 
and  as  to  matters  of  less  difficulty,  of  course,  they 
would  be  easily  understood ;  and  not  only  so,  but 
the  mode  of  doing  business  preclnded  the  idea  of 
too  much  despatch.  What  was  that  mode  1  A 
subject  was  introduced  by  resolution  or  by  com* 
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■MMiioaiioB  from  tiie  Preiidoiity  or  head  of  a  de* 
iwrtment,  or  hy  petitioi.  laeilher  case,  the  aitb- 
jeet  was  referred  to  a  committee  ^  se?e&  mem- 
bets,  who  investigated  and  reported,  for  or  against 
the  measure;  the  report  wa»  committed  to  the 
whole  House  of  182  members  in  committee, 
printed,  and  taken  op  at  some  future  day,  when 
It  was  read  twiee-  over,  diseoesed  by  sections,  and 
then  reported  to  the  House.  If,  after  this  iavev- 
tigation,  it  was  approved  bf  the  House,  it  waa 
ordered  to-«  third  reading,  and  engrossed,  snhjeet 
to  the  inspection  of  an  en^ossiag  committee.  It 
was  then  read  over  a  third  time  to  the  House 
before  i't  was  finally  decided.  If  it  passed  the 
House,  it  waa  sent  to  the  Senate,  where  the  same 
loutiiie  was  pursued,  after  which  it  was  enrolled 
and  ui»pected  by  a  joint  committee  of  both 
Houses,  and  ultimately  examined  and  appto? ed 
hy  the  President.  So  much  as  to  the  only  objec- 
tion made  to  the  mode. 

Let  us  now  attend  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
argument,  the  amooot  of  compensatimi.  Oa  thia 
sBbject  Hr.  J.  said  he  felt  much  less  anxious  than 
on  the  other.  He  wanted  a  certain  sum  given 
,  for  the  year,  whether  it  amounted  to  one  dollar 
per  day,  or  to  ten ;  and,  as  to  himself  individu- 
ally, he  did  not  care  whether  the  sum  was  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  or  half  that  sum ; 
that  was  with  the  House  to  determine.  He  was 
aiming  ai  a  reform  in  the  proceedtnga  of  Con* 
giesa  a  reform  which  must  take  place  now  or 
at  some  other  period,  or  the  comtry  would  one 
day  he  endangered^  and  the  righu  of  the  people 
invaded,  Bvery  member  who  has.  voud  against 
this  measure  has  declared  the  present  compensa- 
tion inadequate.  Some  of  them  have  said  we 
should  have  nine,  others  ten,  and  others  twelve 
dollars  per  dajr.  Mr.  J«  said  he  would  not  vote 
ibr  one  cent  in  addition  to  the  per  diem.  It 
would  he  an  inducement  to  protract  the  sessions, 
till  they  would  become  perpetual,  and  that  woitld 
be  the  final  result  of  raising  the  wages  by  the 
day.  But  if  members  wouid  vote  for  the  change, 
and  thereby  shorten  the  sessions,  and  not  only 
shorten  the  sessions,  but  despatch  and  transact 
all  the  pablic  bunness.  then,  he  said,  he  was  will- 
ing to  vote  for  a  liberal  compensation-— «  compen- 
sation which  would  induce  members  to  remain 
in  their  seals,  which  wouldj  in  some  d^ee,  in- 
demnify them  for  the  sacrifices  of  happiness  and 
property,  which  any  man  of  business  must  makC) 
who  serves  his  countrv  as  a  Representative. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  would  vote  for  no  sum  which, 
in  his  opinion,  would  ukimately  cost  the  people 
of  the  United  Statee  one  cent  more  thus  the  pres- 
ent system.  He  asked,  then,  whether  the  sum 
proposed  would  be  too  great?  and  wiiether  such 
a  sum  would  ultimately  cost  the  Ooveroment 
more  1  Mr.  J.  said  he  had  looked  back  into  the 
various  sessions  siiiee  the  beginning  of  the  Gov- 
ernment-—at  the  various  contingent  expenses  of 
each  session,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  under 
the  proposed  compensaUon  money  would  be  saved 
to  the  nation.  In  this  pecuniary  point  of  view, 
the  nation  would  be  the  gainer.  1st.  By  dispen- 
sing with  extra  sessions  of  Congress,  which  never  I 


oog^t  to  take  place  in  the  United  States^  bnt 
which  are  becoming  common.  Every  extra  ses- 
sion would  cost  the  Government  at  least  from 
9190^000  to  $150,00a  more  than  the  per  diem  in 
mileage  and  oontiageoews-  But  let  it  be  recol- 
leeUdd  thai  ia  case  of  an  extra  session,  which  we 
may  suppose  necessary  in  some  extreme  case,  no 
member  will  have  anything  more  in  consequenco 
of  it.  It  may  be  asked,  what  would  von  do  ia 
any  emergencies,  such  as  those  which  have  pro- 
duced extra  sessions  If  la  such  casesy  the  call  of 
Congress  some  four  or  five  weeks  previous  to  the 
time  of  adjournments  would  always  answer  the 
purpose,  as  ia  the  case  of  the  attack  upon  the 
Chesapeake. 

Connected  with  the  whole  system  of  expense, 
therefore,  the  public  will  savemoaev ;  and  if  that 
be  the  case,  no  patriot  will  think  the  compensar 
tion  too  great  to  be  paid  for  the  representative  of 
his  choice. 

But. let  us  confine  our  view  to  the  compensa- 
tion, absuacied  from  the  foregoing  considerations, 
i  Members  oaaaot  coostder  this  as  agreat  augmen- 
tation.    Indeed  none  can  think  so,  compared 
with  what  we  gee.    Nine  months  sessioaa  will 
give  each  member,  at  six  dollars  per  daju  ooa 
mousand  six  hoadrei  and  twenty  dollais*  Mr.  J* 
said)  ho  had:  himself  received  at  one  session,  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollaia  at  six  dollars  per 
day  s  and  he  was.  convinced,  that  in  a  very  little 
time,  the  wealthy  would  unite  with  another  class 
of  men^  and  have  either  perpetual  sessions,  or  ses* 
sioiw  thatwrnild  bring  to  each  member  at  least 
one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.    This,  he 
said,  demonstrated  the  propriety  of  baring  a 
fixed  sum,  beyond  which  we  could  not  go ;  that 
if  we  wasted  our  time,  it  would  be  at  our  own 
expense.    Suppose,  said  he,  we  were  to  continue 
our  eight  months  sessions,  what  enormous  coa- 
tiagent  expenses  should  we  incur  ?    At  our  last 
session,  our  ooniingent  expenses  amounted   to 
$50,000,  or  thereabout.    Despatch  of  business 
would  prevent  this.    In  a  session  of  three  months, 
the  contingent  expenses  ought  not,  nor  woukt 
they  be,  more  than  about  1^,000,  a  saving,  of 
jpOjOOO  in  each  session  of  six  months.    Indeed, 
with  the  rules  of  reform  which  this  measure 
must  introduce,  instead  of  $50,000,  the  amount 
heretofore  expended  for  printing,  stationery,  fuel, 
latUndants,  and  other  coatiogenciea,  the  whole 
ioii^t  not  to  exceed  $15,000  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  a  session.    But  Congress  have  not 
oaly  had  a  session  which  gave  each  member 
91,560;  it  is  in  our  power,  (and  I  fear  the  time 
is  not  far  distant  when  we  shall  avail  ourselves 
of  it,}  to  remain  in  session  till  each  member  will 
draw  $2,000  from  the  Treasury.    In  this  point 
of  view,  it  is  necessary  to  limit  that  power.   But 
there  are  many  other  weighty  reasons  why  this 
compensation  is  not  too  great. 

Ist.  It  will  unite  patriotism  and  interest  to  se- 
cure the  attendance  and  industry  of  memheri* 

2d.  It  will  enable  a  man  of  merit,  though  poor, 
as  well  as  the  man  of  wealth,  to  come  to  Congress,  • 
if  elected  by  the  people,«which  is  do  trifling  con* 
sideration.  This  is.  the  only  free  and  happy  Gov- 
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grnntoc  on  the«wrtli«  Olher  oattoss  are  ^oan* 
ing  aader  the  yoke  o£  deftpotism.  Privileged 
^ers  are  eslabliehed — a  nobility  to  riot  upon 
tbespoila  of  the  people.  Here  all  are  on  an  e<|ttal- 
ity,  and  elifrible  to  ofice.  The  people,  on  the 
day  of  election,  look  to  iiMrit,  not  to  riches.  They 
aw  for  the  qnalities  of  the  candidates.  They  in^ 
qnire  into  their  political  sentiments,  their  per- 
flonal  integrity  and  talents,  and  they  decide  ao- 
eordingly.  These  persons  may  have  families  to 
support,  dependent  upon  their  ousioess  or  profes* 
sion,  whiehf  if  neglected,  will  sutjeet  them  to 
suffering.  It  is  then  the  duty  of  the  people  to 
aibrd  tbem  such  compensation  as  will  justify 
Ibeir  engfigemHit  to  serve  tbem,  that  the  country 
may  not  be  subject  to  the  dominion  of  the  idle 
and  profligate,  or  of  soeh;  as  are  bora  to  princely 
fofftunes.  while  the  most  meritc^rious  are  driven, 
by  a  sense  of  that  duty  which  they  owe  to  their 
famines,  from^  public  employment.  Mr.  J.  said, 
be  adfoeated  the  anooot,  not  on  his  own  indivi- 
doal  account.  In  his  present  situation,  he  ielt 
liule  interest  aa  to  the  amount.  He  was,  never- 
tb6le»)  willing  to  receive  it,  because  he  did  not 
think  it  too  great.  It  was  after  all  a  poor  com- 
jAOsatioo.  His  main  object  was,  to  shorten  ses* 
sioas,  and  despatch  business,  for  he  would  rather 
serve  three  months  for  nothing)  than  six  months 
in  each  year  for  six  dollars  per  day.  The  sacri- 
fice was,  ift  breakii^  in  upon  all  the  avocations 
of  the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  the  lawyer,  the  mer* 
ebant,  4be.,  which  began  generally,  and  always 
demanded  special  attention,  ia  the  Spring. 

9d.  The  rights  and  honor  of  the  nation  will  be 
pfeaervcd  by  a  despatch  of  public  business,  and  by 
acting  with  more  promptness  upon  petitions  and 
other  claims  during  the  session  in  which  they  are 
piesented,  and  not  continue  them  from  session  to 
session  foir  ten  years,  aa  has  been  done  ia  many 
eases  of  just  claims,  when  the  anwunt  has  been 
exhausted  by  the  expenses  of  attendance*  Such 
a  course  is  incompiatible  with  the  dignity  of  a 
masnanimous  nation — there  must  be  a  reform, 

Sut  admit  for  a  moment,  that  the  United  States 
would  be  charged  with  a  few  thousand  dolkis 
more,  what  is  that  compared  with  the  effects  of 
suck  a  measure  7  No  more  than  a  grain  of  sand 
upon  the  seashore  to  a  mountain.  It  ia  well 
known  that  six  dollars  a  day  was  given  twcnty- 
ftve  years  ago,  which  was  more,  compaped  with 
expenses  now,  than  three  times  the  amount 
would  be  at  present.  This  compensation  may 
so  remain  for  twenty  years  to  com^  because 
many  are  afraid  to  do  right  upon  a  subject  of  so 
much  delicacy,  for  fear  the  wicked  may  misrep- 
resent, and  the  motives  of  members  may  be  mis- 
understood. But,  delicate  as  this  subject  is,  it 
ought  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  no  other  branch 
of  the  Gkovernment  has  power  to  touch.it.  Mem* 
bers  may  be  accused  of  sordid  views  and  selfish  mo« 
tives — but,  Mr.  J.  said,  he  was  willing  to  be  judged 
by  his  constituents  aa  to  motives  and  views. 
lie  was  not  afraid  on  this  point—- they  would  not 
judge  him  harshly.  They  were  a  different  people, 
they  would  take  the  whole  of  his  conduct  toge- 
ther, and  he  considered  he  ha4  never  served  his 


country  more  than  by  advocating  the  measure 
now  under  debate. 

Mr.  Ci^y  took  the  opportunity  afforded  him 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  yield  his  sup* 
port  to  the  bill,  and  at  once  to  commit  himself  m 
its  favor*  As  to  the  amendment  to  defer  the 
commencement  of  its  operation  until  the  next 
Congress,  he  would  remark,  that,  in  his  judg* 
ment,  there  was  more  propriety  in  the  law  end- 
ing than  in  beginning  there.  It  was  more  re- 
spectful to  our  successors  to  leave  them  free  to 
determine  what  was  the  just  measure  of  indem* 
nicy  for  their  expenses  than  for  us  to  prescribe 
the  rule  for  them.  We  can  best  jud^e  for  our- 
selves. With  regard  to  the  supposed  indelicacy 
of  our  fixing  upon  our  own  eompensatioos,  let 
the  Constitution,  let  the  necessity  of  the  case,  be 
reproached  for  that,  not  us*  Mr,  C.  aaid  his  own 
personal  experience  determined  him  in  voiic^  for 
the  bill.  He  liad  attended  Congress,  sometimes 
without  his  family,  and  at  others  with  a  part  of 
it;  and  although  his  compensation,  while  be  had 
enjoyed  the  h^nor  of  presiding  in  this  House, 
was  double  that  of  other  members,  he  declared^ 
with  the  utmost  sincerity,  that  he  had  never  been 
able  to  make  both  ends  meet  at  the  termination 
of  Congress. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Huubr)  tells  us  he  was  born  to  opu- 
lence. He  ought  to  recollect  that  few  in  tnia 
House  have  had  the  same  good  fortune.  Woubd 
he  reserve  the  seats  here  for  the  well  born  and 
the  rich  alone?  And  yet  they  must  be  confined 
to  them>  unless  such  an  allowance  iMnade  as  will 
enable  the  poor  and  the  middling  classes  to  come 
here.  Mr.  C.  thought  the  rate  of  compensation 
ought  to  be  such  at  least  as  that  ruin  should  not 
attend  a  long  service  in  this  Houae.  And  yet 
how  many  are  driven  out  of  it  by  their  inability 
to  sustain  the  expenses  and  losses  Incident  to  the 
situation  1  This  had  been  particularly  the  case 
from  the  State  to  which  he  had  the  honor  of  be- 
longing. And  he  regretted  to  find  that  this  cause 
was  still  operating,  and  was  about  to  deprive  the 
House  and  the  country  of  the  valuable  services 
of  several  of  his  colleagues.  Mr.  C.  thought  the 
compensation  ought  to  effect  more ;  it  ought  to 
guaranty  the  independence  of  the  members  of 
this  House  against  the  influence  of  the  Executive 
branch.  How  was  the  fact  in  another  country? 
There  the  members  of  the  Legislature  received 
no  stipend ;  and  the  consequence  was,  that  it  was 
filled  with  pensioners,  placemen,  and  the  crea- 
tures of  the  Ministry.  The  laborer  is  worthy  of 
his  hire;  and  if  you  do  not  give  bim  the  wages 
of  honesty,  it  is  to  be  apprehended  the  wages  of 
corruption  may,  in  process  of  time^  come  to  be 
sought.  He  should  give  his  most  decided  vote 
for  the  bill. 

Mr.  JoBNsoif,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  should  vote 
for  the  amencbnent — not  from  any  motive  of 
popularity— he  disclaimed  so  unworthy  an  infiu- 
ence.  Adverting  to  the  reason  advanced  by  the 
mo^er  of  the  amendment,  Mr.  J.  said  he  gener- 
ally found,  that  those  who  attributed  improper 
motives  to  others,  would,  if  they  took  a  glance  at 
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the  mirror,  find  thos^  motiTes  reflected  from  their 
own  bosoms.  He  admitted  the  pay  was  too  low, 
and  ought  to  be  augmented ;  the  pitiful  sum  of 
six  dollars  might  indace  a  lounging  lout  to  come 
here,  but  he  was  conTinced  it  would  be  inade- 
quate of  itself  to  bring  any  gentleman  here.  Al- 
though this  was  his  opinion,  he  thought  the 
amendment  proper,  and  should  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  RoBBRTsoif  said  a  few  words  in  support 
of  the  bill,  which  he  thought  was  proper,  simply 
because  the  present  pay  was  not  enough ;  and  as 
to  popularity,  he  knew  his  vote  would  arrive  at 
home  about  the  time  of  his  election,  and  he 
wished  to  give  his  constituents  the  opportunity  of 
deciding  on  his  conduct. 

Mr.  Babbqur  said  that  he  should  vote  for  the 
amendment,  and  disclaimed  any  influence  but 
that  which  was  correct  and  proper.  The  six  dol- 
lars now.  allowed,  if  taken  as  a  salary,  he  said, 
was  not  enough;  but,  if  as  an  allowance  to  sup- 
port members  of  Congress  while  here  on  the  pab- 
Itc  business,  was  insufficient  for  many,  though  he 
himself  could  live  comfortably  on  that  sum.  He 
disclaimed  any  concealments,  and  was  the  last  to 
impute  an  impure  motive  to  others.  He  sup- 
posed, therefore,  f[fntlemen  were  governed  by 
correct  motives  in  supporting  this  bill,  and 
claimed  for  himself  the  same  allowance.  He 
knew  it  was  a  delicate  matter  to  act  for  self; 
there  was  en  inextinguishable  feeling  in  such  a 
ease,  which  nature  had  implanted  in  us,  and  he 
was  aware  that  in  acting  on  it,  the  greastest  pu- 
rity could  not  escape  suspicion.  Like  Cesar's 
wife,  not  wishing  even  to  oe  suspected  of  impro- 
per views  in  this  case,  he  should  vote  for  the 
amendment.  He  avowed  his  desire  of  that  popu- 
larity which  attended  good  actions*— not  that 
which  was  got  without  merit,  and  lost  without  a 
fault.    He  should,  therefore,  vote  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Jaokson  said,  it  was  unnecessary  to  say 
anything  with  regard  to  the  real  object  of  the 
bill;  that  was  unquestionable;  and  he  was  ex- 
tremely pleased  that  there  was  no  diversity  on 
the  subject,  because  he  did  not  wish  to  see  the 
time  when  the  places  here  should  be  filled  solely 
by  men  of  fortune ;  neither  did  he  desire  to  wit- 
ness the  reverse,  when  members  of  this  House 
should  be  liable  to  Executive  influence  on  ac- 
count of  their  needy  circumstances.  With  re- 
gard to  discrimination,  Congress  had  heretofore 
passed. laws  giving  themselves  compensation,  as 
well  while  here  as  for  mileage,  travelling  ex- 

Smses ;  to  prove  which,  he  quoted  the  acts  of 
ongress  011795.  The  amendment,  Mr.  J.  said, 
was  useless,  because  one  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture was  indissoluble,  and  to  postpone  the  act 
until  it  would  cease  to  affect  any  or  the  present 
members,  ml^ht  be  to  put  it  off  for  fifty  years. 
If  it  be  right  in  relation  to  ourselves,  said  Mr.  J., 
it  must  1^  right  in  relation  to  the  Senate  also ; 
and  if  not  so  to  them,  cannot  be  to  us.  Mr.  J. 
said,  he  was  not  deterred  from  supporting  this 
measure  by  any  fear  of  the  effect  it  would  pro- 
duce at  home.  The  people  had  once  before 
borne  him  out  in  a  similar  course,  when  he  had 
voted  for  an  increase  of  compensation  in  the  Le- 


gislature of  Virginia,  and  he  was  not  afraid  to 
encounter  the  same  responsibility  now. 

Mr.  HuGER  entered  into  some  explanations  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Randolph,  and  added  a  ftw  more 
remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  PicKERiMO  said,  if  the  present  compensa- 
tion was  inadeouate,  let  it  be  augmented.  He 
was  in  favor  or  the  bill  for  many  reasons.  It 
would  certainly  despatch  the  public  business  and 
save  the  public  money.  The  depreciation  of 
money  haa  been  more  than  fifty,  some  thought 
seventy-five  per  cent. ;  and  if,  as  had  been  said, 
the  compensation  was  originally  fixed  on  demo- 
cratic principles,  it  ought  now  to  be  increased  to 
what  would  equal  the  value  of  what  six  dollars 
were  when  that  sum  was  fixed.  If  the  change  is 
proper,  said  Mr.  P.,  shall  we  adopt  a  self-denying 
ordinance,  and  sa^r  we  will  not  give  to  ourselves 
what  we  are  willing  to  give  to  our  successors  ? 
After  some  remarks  on  an  alteration  in  the  mode 
of  doing  business  which  Mr.  P.  thought  would  be 
useful,  if  the  bill  passed,  he  concluded  by  saving 
that,  as  to  that  rascally  prudence  which  had  oeen 
mentioned  on  a  former  day  by  Mr.  Randolph. 
he  was  as  destitute  of  it  as  anybody.  He  haa 
never  in  his  life  taken  time  to  think  whether  an 
act  would  make  him  popular  or  otherwise,  and 
he  should  disregard  such  a  consideration  on  this 
occasion. 

Mr.  Randolph  declared  that  he  had  such  an 
aversion  to  the  bare  name  of  self-denying  ordi- 
nances, that  since  his  motion  had  been  so  denomi- 
nated, he  was  induced  to  withdraw  it ;  which  he 
did  accordingly. 

Mr.  Stanpohd  then  said  that  there  were  some 
in  this  House  who  had  believed  that  the  Consti- 
tution prohibited  Congress  from  increasing  its 
own  pay ;  and,  as  he  was  averse  to  augmenting 
it  be  renewed  the  motion  just  withdrawn  by 
Mr.  Randolph,  to  refer  the  operation  of  the  act 
to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion, 
and  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  having  risen 
and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House — 

Mr.  Stanpobd  renewed  the  motion  just  re- 
jected, and  made  a  subsequent  motion  to  leave 
the  sum  in  the  bill  blank ;  both  of  which  were 
successively  negatived. 

Mr.  BnBNstDE  moved  to  reduce  the  proposed 
salary  to  one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars; 
which  was  also  lost. 

Mr.  Taylob,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to 
strike  out  "one  thousand  five  bunded,"  and  insert 
*'  one  thousand  dollars,''  as  the  salary. 

Mr.  Root  rose  to  express  his  opinion  of  the 
scheme,  as  it  might  be  called,  proposed  by  the 
bill.  It  was  intended,  he  was  informed,  to  cure 
a  great  evil,  and  that  evil  was  the  length  of  the 
sessions ;  and  as  it  was  wrong  to  apply  the  pre- 
vious question,  the  evil  must  be  cured  by  an  an- 
nual salary.  This  object,  he  said,  bore  no  rela- 
tion to  the  present  compensation ;  and,  therefore, 
it  was  to  advance  the  pay  in  disguise.  It  vras 
argued  that  the  pay  was  inadequate,  and  that  the 
members  suid  here  to  increase  it,  thereby  pro- 
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traetiog  the  settions;  aod  tbat  an  aaoual  salary 
must  be  allowed  to  remedy  this  evil.  Theee  rea* 
sons  were  inexplicable  to  him.  He  had  no  ob* 
jeetion  that  members  of  Congress  should  reeei? e 
an  adequate  compensation  for  their  services;  but 
that  would  depend  on  their  mode  of  living.  If 
six  dollars  were  not  enough,  meet  the  question 
fairly,  and  not  in  this  disguised  manner.  He  be- 
lieved the  increased  privilege  of  franking  and 
continuing  the  milease  allowance,  would  virtu- 
ally make  the  proposed  compensation  twelve  dol- 
lars per  day.  Mr.  R.  said  he  was  bred  a  demo- 
crat, and  never  could  tolerate  anything  like  aris- 
toeracy.  He,  therefore,  rejected  the  distinctions 
which  had  been  claimed  for  members  of  Con- 
gress on  aeeoant  of  the  dignity  of  their  stations, 
and  their  not  beinff  day-fitborers,  dxs.  Some  of 
them,  he  said,  might  be  more  honest  than  day- 
laborers,  bttt  take  mankind  in  the  gross,  and  you 
will  find  honesty  and  intrinsio  merit  pretty  gen- 
erally distribated  through  the  different  classes  of 
society. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
by  a  large  majority. 


Fbiday,  March  8. 

Mr.  Cbbiobton  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Qeneral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  request- 
ing that  power  may  be  vested  in  that  State  to  sell 
as  moch  of  reserved  land  in  the  county  of  Jack- 
son, in  said  State,  as  may  be  necessary  for  lay- 
inj;  out  a  town  thereon.— Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  ^  relative  to 
settlers  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States;"  also, 
a  bill  in  "•  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  -An  act  in 
relation  to  the  Navy  Pension  Fund ;"  in  which 
bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  I ANGSY  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Wilson,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  Y. 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Yi.iiofi7  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  GastavQs  Loomis.  which  was  read ;  when 
Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qusuvub 
Loomis,  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Yahoby  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Paul  D.  Butler,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr. 
Y.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Paul  D.  But- 
ler, which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Robbbtbom,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Gabriel  Winter,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  R. 
reported  a  bill  confirming  certain  lands  in  the 
county  of  Arkansas,  in  the  Missouri  Territory, 
to  the  heirs  of  Blisha  Winter,  deceased,  to  the 
heirs  of  William  Winter,  deceased,  and  to  Ga- 
briel Winter,  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  relating  to  aeuiers 
on  the  lands  of  the  United  States,''  was  read 


twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  RATES  OF  PENSION. 

Mr.  CbappelLi  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  who  were  in- 
structed by  a  resolution  of  the  2Stn  of  December 
last  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increaslne 
certain  pensions,  made  a  report  thereon,  which 
was  read ;  when  Mr.  C.  reported  a  bill  to  increase 
the  pensions  of  invalids  in  certsin  cases,  for  the 
relief  of  invalids  of  the  militia,  and  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  pension  sgents  in  those  States  and 
Territories  in  which  there  is  no  commissioner  of 
loans ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

The  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionaxy 
Claims,  to  whom  wss  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  28th  of  December  Isst, 
directing  an  mquiry  into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  rate  of  pensions  to  officers  and  soldiers  disabled  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war 
with  Gieat  Britain ;  and  siso  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  the  law  relative  to  the  jproof  required  from 
officers  and  privates  in  the  militia  to  establiih  their 
claim  to  a  pension^  report : 

That  the  pension  now  allowed  to  a  non-commis- 
sioned officer  or  soldier  for  the  greatest  disability  is  five 
dollars  per  month,  and  to  the  commissioned  officers 
the  half  of  their  monthly  pay ;  making  the  highest 
pension,  per  month. 

Of  an  ensign  amonnt  to  •  -  -  •  $10  00 
Of  a  third  lieutenant  -  -  -  -  II  60 
Of  a  second  lieutenant  -  -  -  •  13  60 
Of  a  first  lieutenant       -        -        -        -    16  00 

Of  a  captain 20  00 

Of  a  major 26  00 

Of  a  lieutenant  colonel  -        -        -        -    30  00 
That  for  all  disabilities  less  than  total,  the  pension 
is  proportionably  less ;  and  that  the  half-pay  of  a  lieu- 
tenant colonel  is  the  highest  pension  which  any  officer 
can  receive. 

In  the  investigation  of  this  subject  the  committee 
have  been  necessarily  led  to  consider  the  time  when  the 
present  rates  of  pensions  were  established,  and  to  con- 
trast the  then  prices  of  the  articles  which  constitute 
the  necessaries  of  life  with  the  present.  The  differ- 
ence is  manifest ;  and  the  result  is,  that  what  was  then 
considered  a  competent  provision  now  falls  liur  short  of 
the  object.  Sixty  dollars  per  annum  is  the  pension  al- 
lowed a  soldier  fn  the  greatest  disability.  This,  under 
the  change  which  has  taken  place  in  Uie  prices  of  arti- 
cles, the  committee  deem  insufficient  to  enable  him  to 
support  himself  plentifully  and  comfortably.  They 
thii&  that  whatever  sum  the  Government  may  allow, 
should  have,  at  least,  this  end  in  view.  It  seems  to  be 
the  object  of  all  Oovemmenta— it  is  certainly  the  pe- 
culiar dnt7  of  this,  dictated  alike  by  a  just  regard  to 
sound  pobcy  and  the  injunctions  of  humanly. 

The  same  absoluto  necessity  may  not  enst  to  in- 
crease the  pensions  of  the  officers,  because  it  is  possi- 
ble they  may,  with  the  present  rates,  live  free  from 
ac^al  want ;  but  as  there  is  a  di£ference  in  their  grade 
and  responsibility,  in  their  pay  whilst  in  service  and 
the  pensions  which  have  been  allowed,  not  only  in 
thi%  but  in  other  Qovemments,  the  committee  deem  it 
improper  to  depart  from  these  rules ;  they  think  some 
regard  should  be  paid  to  the  coftditiona  of  men,  and 
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dMty  M  ftr  as  can,  oanautoBtly  with  policy » ttmf  dkmM 
be  placed  in  circumstanoea  of  lelative  eaae  and  oomlbfft. 

The  reiolutien  instnicte  them  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  increasing  the  pensions  of  the  officers  and 
soldieis  dteUed  in  the  late  war  with  Oraat  Britain 
only.  In  doing  this,  they  have  unavoidably  been 
obliged  to  consider  the  cases  of  all  persons  who  have 
been  disabled  whilst  in  the  military  senrioe  of  this 
Government,  and  they  have  not  been  able  to  discover 
any  difference  in  their  claims,  They  think  no  distine- 
tion  should  be  allowed  to  exist,  but  that  whatever  pro« 
visions  are  made  should  relate  equally  to  all  invalids. 

The  committee  are  in  favor  of  a  partial  increase  of 
pensions ;  but  as  it  may  be  satisfactory  to  the  House 
to  see  the  effect  of  this  increase  on  the  Treasury, 
ihey  have  ascertsined  the  number  of  pensioners  now 
on  the  list,  what  number  are  officers,  and  what  pri- 
vately distinguishing  those  of  both  denominations  who 
were  of  the  Revolutbnaiy  annv,  and  the  amount  of 
pensions  at  present  paid,  and  imd  there  is  paid  an- 
nually the  sum  of  $il9,6S^  05  for  that  object;  that 
tiiere  are  186  officen^  and  1,673  non-commfsstoned 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  53 
officers,  and  391  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers 
who  have  become  disabled  since  the  Revolution,  mak- 
ing sn  aggregate  of  337  officers  and  1,963  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates,  and  a  total  of  3,300 
pensioners. 

The  above  statement  eitends  to  ai  late  a  date  as  the 
4th  of  January  last  Since  that  time  it  is  probable 
many  applications  have  been  made  to  the  War  De- 
partment for  pensions ;  and  there  are,  also,  £rom  the 
best  judgment  the  committee  can  form  from  the  papers 
now  before  them,  from  80  to  100  cases  which  will  be 
added  to  the  number  during  the  present  session.  What 
number  springing  out  of  the  late  war  remains  to  be 
presented  cannot  be  stated.  The  committee,  however, 
deem  it  proper  to  observe  that  the  Revolutionary  cases, 
compose  the  great  mass  of  those  aheady  on  the  list 
which,  from  the  course  of  nature,  cannot  very  long  re- 
main a  charge  on  the  Government.  The  very  drcum- 
atance  of  the  advanced  age  of  most  of  the  pensioners, 
and  the  consequent  diminution  of  their  ability  to  add 
much  by  their  personal  exertions  to  their  own  support, 
seems  to  strengthen  their  claim  ta  an  increase  of  pan- 
ttons*  The  pensions  now  allowed  te  captains,  and 
those  above  that  rank,  the  committee  think  are  suffi- 
cient to  discharge  the  obligations  of  gratitude  and  duty 
which  the  Government  owe  them»  and  to  place  them 
not  only  above  actual  want,  but  in  toleraUe  comfort. 
They,  thereforoi  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  increase 
their  pensions ;  but  as  this  is  not  the  case  with  the 
other  officers  and  soldiers,  they  deem  it  proper  to  re- 
commend to  the  House  to  increase  their  pensions  so  as 
to  allow  to  them  the  following  sums,  per  month,  in  lieu 
of  those  to  which  they  are  now  entitled,  via : 

To  a  fint  lieutenant       •  ••17  00 

To  a  aaeond  lieutenant  •       «       -       -    15  00 
To  a  thbd  lieutenant      •       -       .        •    liOO 

To  an  ensign 18  00 

Toaaehpiivate     •        •       «  -      8  90 

For  the  highest  degree  of  disability,  and  ibr  all  less 
degrees,  a  sum  proportionaUy  less.  The  ^fiect  of  this 
would  be  an  increase  of  six^  per  cent,  on  the  pen- 
nons of  the  soldiers,  and  about  in  average  increase  of 
twenty-one  per  cent,  on  the  pensions  of  the  officers, 
and  woQld  require  about  tiie  sum  of  VMOfOOO  per 
tfinum. 

Tho  oonnttlee  ido  not  data  it  baecMry  to  teem- 


mend  any  atesrations  in  (be  lam  lalatiBg  to  tfaa  pnof 
necessary  to  place  the  offidees  asd  soUieas  of  thaail^ia 
on  the  pension  list,  other  &an  to  patthsu  on  the  sane 
footing  in  that  regard  with  the  offioen  and  soldiets  of 
the  regular  army.  The  rules  at  pnsent  prsseribed  for 
that  purpose  are  not  more  rigid  than  is  neeessaiy.fa 
guard  with  sufficient  care  against  frauds  on  the  Uov- 
emmeat,  and,  as  these  rules  Inve  been  long  establiriie^ 
they  are  known  to  the  public  in  some  degree,  and  will 
be  acted  on ;  whereas,  if  new  ones  were  established, 
they  would,  perhaps,  only  tend  to  confuse  without  ben- 
efitting the  applicant  To  effiwt  the  above  oligect,  fliey 
report  a  bill. 

COMPENSATION  OF  MEMBERS. 

The  engrossed  btli  to  change  the  nioda  of  eooi- 
pensation  to  the  members  of  Coogreas,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  qoestiim  staled,  "  ShaM 
the  bill  mas  r 

Mr.  Wriobt  said,  inteading  to  rote  for  the 
iacfeaae  of  the  eompensation  to  members,  I  dmil 
vote  for  this  bill  to  effect  thtt  objeet,  so  Beoea- 
sary  to  preserve  a  republican  representation  in 
Congress  of  honesr,  independeot,  and  honorable 
men  ;  and,  although  I  might  prefer  the  met« 
increase  of  the  daily  wages,  without  converting 
it  into  an  annual  compensation,  yet,  sir,  I  am 
satisfied  with  the  act  of  a  majority  in  the  change, 
and  bound  to  admit  that  the  strong  reasona  af- 
signed  hy  the  friebds  of  that  measvre  are  enti- 
tled to  great  weight,  and  satisflictorily  jnstifM 
by  the  provision  of  the  bnl  to  deduct  a  ralea^ 
able  proportion  of  the  salary  for  every  day's  ab- 
sence from  Congress,  daring  its  sessions.  Sir,  the 
denunciation  in  the  public  prints  of  the  dilatory 
proceedings  of  Congress,  and  the  long  speeches 
of  its  members,  for  the  purpose  of  prolonging  the 
sessions,  and  iocreasiog  the  compensation  of  its 
members,  was  as  devoid  of  truth,  as  it  was  ofiensire 
to  the  honorable  feelings  of  the  Representti fives 
of  the  people.  And  it  is  a  well>koown  (hct,  that 
many  of  the  most  valmble  members  of  Congress, 
balencing  between  the  painful  separation  froihi 
their  fooiilies  and  the  great  expense  beyond  the 
means  of  men  of  moderate  fortunes  to  sustntn, 
had  retired,  and  many  more  had  contemplated  it. 
It  may  not  be  extrtordinary  to  find  men  of  wealth, 
such  as  the  honorable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Huosn,) 
opposed  to  the  increase  of  the  compensation.  It 
is  by  such  means,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  men  of 
wealth,  who  alone  possess  the  funds  to  support 
them  here,  will  by  this  Indirectly  work  out  men 
of  moderate  fortunes,  and  thereby  lead  to  the  most 
dangetotts  consequences ;  as  the  Goremtnettt, 
once  in  the  hands  exclusively  of  the  wealthy, 
would  render  insecure  the  rights  of  the  common 
people,  and  endanger  the  happiness  of  the  Re- 
public. Sir,  the  devotioa  of  Congress  to  their 
duty  at  the  last  session — havicg  omitted  to  sit  but 
one  Saturday  during  the  session,  and  having  sat 
every  day  till  neat  night;  and,  sir,  the  like  con- 
duct during  this  session,  having  practised  the  same 
assiduity  when  sitting  on  the  six*dollar  compen- 
sation—must  satisfy  every  one  of  the  wickedneas 
of  the  said  denunciation,  so  offensive  to  us  all ; 
and  that,  when  our  time  ia  our  own,  and  the 
eompenaatii»B  graduated  by  ouf  diligtsee,  that  U 
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wiil  inmn  it  by  the  stroDgest  ties— the  tnteteet 
of  the  iodividttaie^-aiid  that  the  public  businesB 
will  more  expeditiously  be  performed,  and  the 
other  expenses  of  the  session  deercased  eqoal  to 
theaagmentation  of  the  compensation  to  the  mem- 
bees;  so  that  the  public  will  profit  by  the  change. 
Sir,  1,  as  a  Representatire  of  Mar^f land,  feel  no 
difficulty  as  to  my  rote  on  this  sabject.  Indeed, 
air,  I  feel  in  a  certain  itgt^ei  instructed  on  the 
aubject.  Sir,  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  present 
Constitution,  under  the  Confederation,  the  States 
fixed  the  compensation  of  their  reapeelire  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  and  paid  their  own  members. 
Then,  sir,  the  State  of  Marvland,  gave  her  mem- 
bers of  Congress  eight  dollars  per  day  for  their 
services,  and  paid  the  same  in  gold  or  silver.  So 
that  Congress,  from  the  establishment  of  the  pres- 
ent compensation,  were  in  the  receipt  of  two 
dollars  per  day  less  than  the  Slate  of  Maryland 
by  her  law  gave  her  members  for  the  same  ser- 
vioes  upwards  of  thirty  yea;rs  ago,  and  when  that 
compensation  would  purchase  double  what  it 
would  at  this  time  of  any  ojf  the  articles  neces- 
sary for  the  comfort  or  accommodation  of  the 
members.  Again,  sir,  the  compensation  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  at  the  time 
eight  dollars  was  allowed  to  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, wfts  not  more  than  two  dollars;  but  nonf, 
sir,  the  siun  of  four  dollars  is  the  compensation 
allowed  by  the  State  of  Maryland  to  the  raemb«s 
of  the  State  Legislature,  as  I  understand.  Thus 
air,  I  show  wJiat  was  the  former  compensation  to 
the  members  of  Congress,  and  to  the  members  of 
the  Slate  Legislature ;  and  I  show  thai  that  Le- 
gislature has  doubled  the  compensation  to  its 
members,  which  I  might  surely  consider  as  in- 
struction to  increase  the  compensation  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress  in  the  same  ratio,  which  would 
greatly  exceed  the  compensation  proposed  by  the 
bill  now  under  consideration  to  be  given  to  the 
members,  and  I  have  no  doubt  would  jtiatify  me 
with  my  constituents,  who  know  the  sacnflces 
I  have  made  on  the  altar  of  the  Blepublic ;  many 
of  whom,  I  am  sore,  would  be  glaa  to  see  nie  4a 
official  receipt  of  twenty<-five  thousand  dollars, 
and  can  never  be  induced  to-find  fanlt  with  my 
vote.  I,  air,  shall  not  be  governed  by  popobr- 
motives  in  qiposing  this  measure,  as  the  purest 
principles  of  distributive  justice  command  it ; 
nor  shall  I  suffer  the  affectation  of  delicacy  to 
overrule  my  judgment, in  this  case,  because  lam 
interested,  if  it  ia  light,  it  ought  to  be  done;  if 
it  ought  to  be  done,  it  must  be  done  bv  Congress, 
who  alone  can  do  it.  Nor.  sir,  can  l  feel  a  pro- 
priety in  giving  it  a  prospective  opevaiioo,  in  ex- 
doston  of  the  preseot  Congress.  If  it  is  proper 
as  to  them,  it  is  suiely  proper  as  to  ourselves ;  and 
a  moment's  reflection  shows  that  most  of  the  same 
members  will  be  re-elected,  so  that  the  veil  of 
delicacy  would  be  too  thin  to  conceal  the  views 
of  members  to  provide  for  themselves,  though  in 
future. 

Sir,  what  would  be  the  feelings  of  honorable 
men  towards  the  highly  honorable  mover  of  this 
bill,  (Mr.  JoBKBOii,  of  Kentucky,)  who  slew  Te- 
cumsah  with  kis  own  hands;  w4o  eame  up  here 


covered  with  wounds  and  glory,  with  his  favor- 
ite war-horse,  and  his  more  favorite  servant'^is 
attendant  in  the  armv,  fats  nurse  and  neceaaary 
assistant ; — being  unable  to  do  anything  for  him- 
self at  the  close  of  the  session ;  being  obliged  to 
sell  his  war-horse  or  his  servant  to  close  his  ac- 
counts, or  to  have  recourse  to  his  private  funds  to 
clear  him  out  1  That  this  maynot  be  considered 
an  exaggerated  account,  let  any  gentleman  with 
two  horses  and  a  servaut  try  the  case  by  one 
week's  residence  at  Crawford's  at  Georgetown, 
where  many  members  reside,  or  Mr.  Gbdsby's  in 
Baltimore,  aad  live  in  the  style  of  a  gentlenmn, 
and  he  will  give  unequivocal  proof  of  the  reality 
of  such  an  alternative. 

Sir,  if  we  go  back  to  those  times  when  the  Le- 
gishiture  of  Maryland  fixed  the  compensation  of 
eiffht  dollars  to  members  of  Congress,  and  two 
dollars  to  the  State  Le^isiatnre,70U  will  find  them 
halcyon  days,  when  for  that  compensation  they 
lived  Hke  gentlemen,  and  enjoyed  a  glass  of  |[en- 
erous  wine,  which  cannot  be  afibrded  at  this  time 
for  the  present  compeiksation. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  this  bill  will  pass,  and  that 
honorable  gentkemen  who  consider  it  unjust  to 
put  their  birads  into  the  public  Treasury  for  them- 
selves will  be  excused  from  taking  this  increased 
compensation,  particularly  when  it  might  sub- 
ject tham  to  the  unkind  remark  that  the  receiver 
was  as  bad  as  the  thief. 

Mr.  HuGBR  again  rose  in  opposition  to  the  bill, 
and  argued  to  prove  that  the  proposed  change 
wasJn  effect  an  increase  of  compensation  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  per  cent.,  whicb,  under  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  Gk^vernment,  while 
encumbered  with  an  immense  public  debt,  he 
decidedly  condemned.  Mr.  H.  closed  a  long 
speech,  by  moving  to  postpone  the  bill  to  Decem- 
ber next,  of  course  to  veiect  it. 

Mr.  QaoavENOR  replied  to  Mr.  Huubb,  and 
advecuted  the  bill.  The  Constitution,  he  said, 
had  provided  that  Congress  should  fix  its  own 
compensation,  and  he  was  opposed  to  postpone- 
ment. He  maintained  that  tne  pay  was  inade- 
quate to  the  comfortable  subsistence  of  the  mem- 
bers ;  and  it  never  was  intended  that  ihey  should 
come  here  to  live  on  hominy  and  molasses  in 
hovels,  hot  to  live  like  gentlemen.  He  wished 
not  to  put  the  seats  in  Congress  up  to  the  lowest 
bidder,  but  to  induce  those  be^t  qualified  to  fill 
them ;  and  would  make  such  a  compensation  as 
would  enable  the  poorest  man  to  come  here. 
The  reverse  of  this,  he  said,  would  be  anti-re- 
publican, and  tend  to  bring  those  only  of  wealth. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  said  he  was  sorry  to  see  the 
time  and  talents  of  his  friend  (Mr.  QaoavBif Or) 
misapplied,  in  answeriuff  the  objections  of  the 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Hoona,;  and  was  surprised  at 
the  gentleman  (Mr.  Hcoer)  persisting  in  his 
course,  after  the  good  advice  he  had  taken  the 
liberty  of  giving  him  yesterday,  though  he  could 
not  say  that  he  had  followed  it  himself.  Mr.  R. 
said  be  now  bc^n  to  descry,  through  the  fog  of 
debate,  the  latitude  of  the  gentleman's  argu- 
menta^the  speeches  were  perhaps  intended  to 
meet  his  ooaatiluaats.    He  scouted  the  idea  of 
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plastering  over  a  vote  for  the  taxes  by  sariog  this 
miserable  pepper  corn  to  the  Treasury.  The 
gentleman  had  advised  us  to  go  home  and  con- 
sult our  constituents.  Consult  them  for  what  ? 
For  fottr'pence*half-peony?  Instead  of  receiv- 
inff  instructions  from  his  constituents  on  this 
subject,  Mr.  R.  said  he  should  instruct  them.  He 
was  an  enemy,  he  said,  to  that  self-denying  prin- 
ciple which  had  giren  rise  to  the  ffreat  military 
usurpation  in  England,  which  in  the  revolution 
was  one  of  the  chief  agents  in  the  hands  of  that 
hvpocritieai  demago|;ue — a  man  whose  talents 
almost  redeemed  his  vices— commonly  called 
Oliver  Cromwell.  Mr.  R.  adverted  to  the  sala- 
ries of  other  officers  of  cur  GoTcrnment,  of  whom 
even  many  clerks  and  doorkeepers  received  more 
than  the  members  of  Congress,  and  said  that 
Congress  was  t|y  only  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment whose  compensation  bad  not  been  increased; 
so  that  they  could  at  least  say  they  had  not  began 
with  themselves.  This,  said  he.  we  have  let 
alone  until  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
JoBNSON,)  with  a  gallantry  that  belongs  to  him, 
flung  himself  into  the  breach  to  repair  it  or  per- 
ish in  it.  Another  argument  in  favor  of  a  lib- 
eral salary  was,  that  it  is  the  only  way  to  coun- 
teract £iecutive  influence  in  this  House — not  the 
necessary  and  proper  Infiuenee— by  placing  every 
member  above  the  temptation  of  office,  dbc.  Mr. 
R.  said  his  only  objection  to  the  bill  was  that  it 
had  not  made  the  compensation  9SlfiOO,  instead 
of  91)^^9  then  a  man  might  come  here  with  a 
prospect  of  something  like  the  comforts  of  home. 
At  present  all  the  charities  of  life  were  broken 
by  it  i  wife,  children,  and  family  were  all  aban- 
doned. He  would  also  advert,  though  it  was  a 
subject  of  some  delicacy,  to  the  demoralizing 
effect  of  being  separated  from  home  for  six  months 
in  the  year.  NuUiu8  jurare  in  verba  magistri; 
he  hoped  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Hogcr)  would 
nardon  him  for  quoting  Latin  in  that  House. 
Mr.  R.  concluded  by  saying  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Hugbr)  had  greatly  mistaken 
the  powers  of  his  logic  and  eloquence  if  he  sup- 
poaed  the  bill  could  be  overturned  by  them. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  so  far  as  this  bill  proposed 
to  increase  the  compensation  to  members,  he  was 
in  favor  of  it,  because  he  thought  the  present  pay 
very  inadequate  to  the  dignity  of  the  station, 
and  far  short  of  the  time,  labor,  and  sacrifice  re- 
quired. He  thought  i^lfiOO  would  be  found  not 
sufficient,  and  would  prefer,  on  the  ground  of  a 
due  compensation,  as  well  as  regard  to  principle, 
$2,500.  He  said  on  principle,  for  in  the  fixing 
the  pay  of  members  heretofore,  it  had  not  been 
sufficiently  attended  to.  Our  extent,  population, 
and  wealtn  made  a  strong  Executive  necessary; 
and  we  accordingly  find  the  framers  of  our  Con- 
stitution have  made  that  the  preponderating  part 
of  our  Government.  It  constitutes  a  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  and  has  besides  the  whole  pat- 
ronage of  Government,  while  the  other  branches 
have  naked  power  only,  without  patronage  pr  in- 
fluence. He  did  not  complain  of  any  undue  in- 
fluence of  Executive  power  now  $  he  wished  not 
to  be  so  underatood,  as  he  was  speeJking  solely  in 


relation  to  the  Constitutional  powers  of  the  Pre- 
sident.   The  best  and  wisest  men  in  this  country 
have  always  thought  his  power  so  great  as  to 
render  it  ultimately  dan^rous.    What  then  is  to 
be  done  ?    To  weaken  it,  would  be  to  weaken 
the  countrv ;  perhaps  to  endanger  it.    The  only 
safe  control  is  in  the  character,  experience,  and 
intelligence  of  this  House.  Whenever  this  House 
is  properly  composed,  when  it  contains  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  men  of  ability,  experience,  and 
integrity,  it  of  necessity  will  give  direction  to 
public  afiQiirs;  but  a  weak  and  inexperienced 
House  necessarily  falls  under  Executive  control. 
The  increased  ptty  is  calculated  to  draw  men  of 
abilities  into  this  House;  and,  what  is  of  equal 
importance,  to  keep  them  here  until  they  are 
matured  by  experience.    What  is  the  usual  fact? 
Toun^  men  of  genius,  without  property,  for  in 
four  instances  in  five,  such  is  the  case  with 
genius,  are  elected ;  being  tempted  into  public 
service  by  the  honorable  desire  of  acquiring  dis- 
tinction in  the  service  of  the  country ;  they  re- 
main here  until  they  have  acquired  some  experi- 
ence, and  begin  to  be  useful  to  the  country;  but 
are  finally  compelled  to  return  to  private  life 
from  the  inadequacy  of  the  pay.    It  is  a  great 
public  misfortune ;  it  is  highlv  injurious  to  the 
proceedings  of  this  House.    Ever  since  he  had 
known  the  body,  there  had  been  no  want  of  tal- 
ent ;  but  the  want  of  experience  had  often  been 
felt.    If  we  are  wise,  we  will,  as  far  as  possible, 
attract  and  secure  ability  and  integrity  in  the 
public  service.   Providence  intended  them,  as  the 
best  ffift  to  the  nation,  for  that  purpose ;  and  any 
people,  as  they  use  or  neglect  them,  flourish  or 
decay.    Another  view  of  this  subject,  connected 
with  the  great  extent  of  our  Republic,  nude  it 
expedient.    A  majority  of  the  members  come 
from  three  to  eight  hundred  miles.    In  serving 
the  country,  they  are  not  only  obliged  to  be  af 
sent  a  great  part  of  the  year  from  their  families ; 
but  what  is  almost  equally  distressing,  to  be  ab- 
sent a  great  distance.    We  serve  at  the  expense 
of  the  best  sympathies  of  our  nature ;  we  are  far 
removed  from  the  centre  of  that  system  of  social 
feelings,  which  at  once  constitutes  the  solace  and 
ornament  of  our  nature.    The  best  dispositions 
are  the  most  sensible  to  this  sacrifice ;  and  are 
bv  it  most  likely  to  be  driven  out  of  the  coancib 
or  the  nation.    This  state  of  things  ought  to  be 
counteracted  as  far  as  possible ;  the  condition  of 
a  member  ought  to  be  made  more  desirable  than 
at  present ;  he  ought  at  least  to  be  able  to  have  his 
family  about  him,  which  he  cannot,  at  the  present 
pay,  without  ruin,  unless  he  be  a  man  of  prop- 
erty.   For  these  reasons  he  thought  the  measure 
a  wise  one,  and  to  be  highly  republican.    It  had 
for  a  long  time  been  felt  to  be  necessary.    li  was 
worthy  of  the  disinterested  gallantry  of  the  mem- 
ber who  had  introduced  it. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  was  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  because  it  would  shorten  the  sessions  of  Con* 
gress.  If  the  measure  was  necessary  at  all,  he 
asked  if  it  was  not  as  necessary  for  the  present  as 
a  future  Congress  ?  For  one,  he  was  not  afraid 
to  trust  himself  in  making  compensation;  be- 
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sides,  he  said,  the  eoantry  had  extended  and  in- 
creased many  miilions  in  population;  and  the 
weight  and  responsibility  of  the  members  had 
ioereased  in  proportion  ;  those  of  the  Speaker  in 
a  double  proportion.  Mr.  K.  said  he  knew  not  the 
seoiiments  of  his  constituents  on  this  subject, 
nor  was  he  bound  to  know  them  ;  but  he  was 
not  afraid  to  say,  that  they  ought  nerer  to  send  a 
person  to  Congress  who  deserved  not  this  sum ; 
and  if  their  present  Representatives  did  not,  they 
would  have  an  opportunity  to  correct  the  proce- 
dure. He  maintained  that  the  Representative  of 
tbirty*five  thousand  high-minded  people  ought  to 
have  enough  to  live  as  such  a  man  ought  to  live. 
Gkntlemen  had  boasted  of  their  wealth,  and  per- 
haps thought  that  a  little  cider  and  brown  bread 
would  do  for  such  as  had  no  resourcea  beyond 
their  pay.  Mr.  K.  was  in  favor  of  the  yeas  and 
nays,  that  the  gentleman  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity, if  he  believed  he  had  not  earned  his  pay, 
to  put  it  on  record,  and  let  his  constituents  know 
it.  Some  of  us,  said  Mr.  K.,  are  poor  men ;  we 
cannot  keep  here,  to  follow  us  about,  two  or  three 
servants,  two  or  three  horses,  and  two  or  three 
dogs ;  but  we  desire  to  live  as  befits  our  station, 
without  loss,  4uc, 

Mr.  Rosa  said,  from  the  arguments  of  those  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  it  would  appear,  that  it  required 
more  firmness  to  act  on  this  than  on  any  other 
question.  Mr.  R.  defended  himself  from  the  op- 
probrious epithets  which  had  been  heaped  on 
those  who  were  too  cowardly  to  vote  for  this 
bill.  He  was  not  satisfied  that  the  bill  would  be 
attended  with  the  beneficial  efl*ects  predicted  to 
this  House,  and  to  the  public  business.  He  could 
not  expect  more  talents  than  were  assembled  in 
the  present  Congress,  which  had  not  been  excelled 
since  the  first.  They  did  not  come  here  for  pay  ; 
he  whose  mind  ran  on  the  grovelling  idea  of  his 
pay,  would  here  feel  the  same  sordid  sentiments, 
and  would  be  looking  for  further  promotion.  Mr. 
R.  thought  the  consequence  of  giving  a  large  sal- 
ary would  be  to  prompt  adventurers  to  get  into 
this  House,  while  the  man  of  intelligence,  worthy 
of  serving,  would  find  employment  in  his  avo- 
catiotisat  home.  He,  therefore,  saw  this  measure 
in  a  very  different  light.  As  to  the  Speaker's 
salary,  that  was  fixed  higher,  because  of  his  du- 
ties in  the  House,  and  because  it  was  supposed 
h«  ought  to  become  better  acquainted  with  the 
members,  that  he  might  know  which  were  fit  for 
the  various  situations,  and  to  acquire  that  knowl- 
edge, it  was  necessary  he  should  entertain  them; 
but  since  Jupiter  Tonans  (alluding  to  the  former 
Speaker,  Mr.  Dayton,)  took  the  Chair,  the  prac- 
tice of  giving  dinners  had  ceased,  it  being  thought 
that  he  could  distinguish  by  intuition  the  quali- 
fications of  members.  Mr.  R.  concluded  some 
further  remarks,  by  demanding  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  to  explain.— It  might  be 
inferred  perhaps,  from  what  he  had  said,  that  he 
thought  the  Speaker  uf  the  House  and  President 
of  the  Senate  received  enough.  I  should,  said 
Mr.  R.,  have  liked  the  bill  better  if  it  had  given 
them  five  thousand  dollars  each  ;  they  were  great 
officers  of  the  State ;  they  might  be  President  of 
14tli  Con.  1st  Stiss.— 38 


the  United  States.  The  miserable  creature  who 
was  generally  appointed  Vice  President,  was  se- 
lected merely  because  he  was  totally  unfit  for  the 
Presidency;  but  he  begged  pardon  of  the  House, 
as  the  office  was  now  vacant :  but  the  Speaker  of 
this  House  was  much  more  proper  for  President 
of  the  United  Slates  than  the  character  who  was 
usually  Vice  President.  The  Speaker,  he  thought, 
ought  be  enabled  to  take  a  house  and  reside  here, 
as  a  great  officer  should  do.  Mr.  R.  replied  fur- 
ther to  Mr.  Huobr's  arguments;  and  concluded 
by  saying,  he  did  not  think  those  who  opposed 
the  bill  so  violently,  ought  to  accept  the  additional 
compensation ;  for  his  part,  he  would  as  soon  be 
caught  with  his  bands  in  a  gentleman's  pocket,  as 
receivioff  the  pay  after  saying  so  much  against  it. 
Mr.  HopKiNBON  thought  the  gentleman  (Mr. 
Johnson)  who  had  began,  this  warfare,  was  enti- 
tled to  the  support  of  all  who^  approved  the  bill, 
and  for  that  it  was  he  rose.  The  principle  being 
conceded  that  the  Representatives  are  entitled  to 
compensation,  the  question  was,  what  ought  that 
compensation  to  be?  On  this  question,  Mr.  H. 
said,  he  would  meet  gentlemen  on  fair  grounds; 
not  those  of  popularity.  The  rule  proper  in  de- 
ciding this  question  was,  justice  to  ourselves,  not 
extravagance.  If  on  the  one  hand,  we  do  not 
come  here  to  make  money,  how  can  the  country 
expect  us  to  come  to  make  sacrifices  ?  The  truth 
is,  we  ought  to  be  allowed  to  come  here  without 
any  great  sacrifice,  and  every  one  be  enabled  to 
live  in  the  style  that  he  doev  at  home.  He  spoke 
what  all  hearts  would  acknowledge,  that  the 
comforts  of  home  and  family  were  superior  to 
what  could  be  found  here.  The  intervals  between 
the  daily  sessions  were  spent  in  gloomy  and  sol- 
itary meditation,  or  in  dissipation.  This,  he  said, 
would  not  be  the  case,  if  we  were  enabled  to  bring 
a  part  at  least  of  our  families  with  us.  He  thought 
men  ought  not  to  be  driven  from  their  seats  here 
for  want  of  suitable  support.    There  were,  at  the 

gresent session. eighty  new  membersin  this  House, 
inch  great  changes  must  produce  a  fiuctuation 
of  councils  and  of  system.  Legislation,  said  Mr. 
H.,  requires  experience  as  well  as  any. other  avo- 
cation ;  as  well  might  a  man  attempt  the  lawyer 
without  reading  or  learning.  He  maintained, 
that  the  compensation,  as  fixed  by  the  former 
Congress,  was  greater  than  what  was  now  pro- 
posed. Six  dollars  a  day  was  even  then  expected 
to  be  something  more  than  sufficient  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  members.  It  was  reasonable  that 
their  expenses  should  be  less  at  that  time  than 
they  are  now.  Mr.  H.  thought  if  they  consulted 
what  was  strictly  and  justly  due  to  themselves, 
the  bill  would  and  ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  ToGKBR  said,  that  as  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  state,  in  a  few  words,  thereasons  which  induced 
him  to  vote  against  it  in  committee  and  would 
lead  him  to  adhere  to  that  vole.  He  did  so  be- 
cause he  did  not  wish  to  shrink  from  a  candid 
expression  of  his  opinion.  He  believed  with 
many  others  that  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress 
ought  to  be  such  as  to  enable,  not  the  rich  only, 
but  men  of  merit,  (however  moderate  their  eir- 
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cumsUnees)  to  take  a  seat  in  this  House.  It  was 
the  true  Republican  principle ;  for  otherwise  the 
Qorernment  would  degenerate  into  an  aristocracy. 
But  though  such  were  his  opinions  on  this  subject, 
without  deciding  whether  a  per  diem  allowance 
or  annual  compensation  were  preferable,  he  could 
not  vote  for  any  bill  which  ga?e  additional  com- 
pensation to  himself.  He  had  been  elected  under 
the  expectation  of  receiTing  six  dollars  per  dmy 
for  his  services;  he  could  not  think  himself  jus- 
tified in  increasing  it.  Gentlamen  had  termed 
this  a  «9ueaJvnsA  delicacy.  He  had  from  his  child- 
hood been  taught  on  all  occasions  of  this  kind 
that  it  was  safest  to  err  on  the  side  of  delicacy. 
He  should  therefore  vote  in  the  negative,  though 
he  would  have  had  no  objection  to  an  increase 
of  the  allowance  to  members  if  ita  operation  were 
postponed  to  a  future  Congress. 
•  Mr.  Oaston  opposed  the  bill,  not  because  he 
thought  the  pay  too  high — he  believed  it  not  high 
enough— but  because  it  contemplated  a  mode 
radically  wrong.  He  thought  the  services  o{ 
members  ought  to  be  paid  for  according  to  those 
services,  and  not  by  an  annual  salarjr.  To  en* 
force  this  opinion,  Mr.  Q.  used  various  argu- 
ments. He  did  not  believe  the  country  would  be 
benefitted  by  facilitating  legislation  ;  even  if  it 
were  true  that  the  bill  would  produce  that  efiect ; 
whioh  he  did  not  believe ;  because  no  Congress, 
as  a  body,  could  ever  have  protracted  the  session, 
and  remained  here,  for  the  sordid  motive  sup- 
posed. The  comforts  of  home  wou  Id  hasten  them 
away  if  nothing  else.  In  North  Carolina,  said 
Mr.  G.,  from  an  ill-judged  parftimony,  the  mem- 
bers were  not  allowed  sufficient  compensation  to 
defray  their  expenses,  and  the  efiiect  was  that  the 

fublic  business  was  hurried  through  improperly. 
le  denied  that  the  compensation  of  members  by 
an  annual  stipend  would  accord  with  the  genius 
of  our  Government ;  "and  advocated  the  per  diem 
mode,  as  pr^erable  in  every  view  which  he  couUl 
take  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Tancby  said  he  would  vote  with  liis  col* 
league,  (Mr.  Gaston,)  but  for  a  very  differeni  rea- 
son, tie  thought  the  compensation,  and  had  al* 
ways  thought  it,  inadequate.  Amemberoiyhtto 
have  enough  to  compensate  him  fur  his  services  to 
his  constituents  and  country.  If  the  motion  made 
yesterday  to  postpone  theoperationof  the  bill  to  the 
next  Congress  had  prevailed,  he  would  have  been 
willing  to  votefor4wo  thousand  dollars  instead  of 
fifteen  hundred.  He  was  not  afraid  of  despatchiug 
public  business  too  fast,  and  he  believed  the  pro- 
poeedmeasare  would  produce  that  effect  more  than 
the  previous  question.  Fix  a  salary,  said  he,  and 
remove  allot»tacles  to  attention  in  the  House^and 
bittiness  would  be  greatly  facilitated.  Mr.  Y.  re- 
peated that,  if  not  applied  to  the  present  Congress, 
be  would  support  the  bill,  convinced  that  it  was 
pcoper.  He  repelled  the  possible  iraputaiion  of 
voting  from  an  over-nice  conscience — he  imputed 
to  none  the  desire  to  run  after  an  unworthy  popu- 
larity, and  he  should  not  incur  such  a  suspicion 
himself. 

Mr.  CuLPBPBR  said,  that  believing  with  bis 
oolieague  (Mr.  Yancht)  that  the  measure  was 


right,  he  should  vote  for  it  sow;  because  if  oat 
applied  to  the  present  Congress,  be  did  not  know 
that  it  would  ever  do  any  good.  He  thought  its 
immediate  operation  was  the  best  part  of  the  plaSi 
Rud  he  should  therefore  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Sharpe  wished  publicly  to  express  bia 
gratitude  to  bis  friend  and  colleague  (Mr.  J«b»- 
flOM  of  Kentucky)  for  bringing  forward  the  »ro- 
position  ;  and  be  was  willing  to  go  even  furuier. 
The  Constitution  bad  provided  that  the  compao' 
sation  of  Congress  should  be  fixed  by  law,  and  if 
this  measure  was  right,  as  had  been  conceded; 
was  it  proper  to  postpone  its  application  toa  aue* 
ceeding  Congress  ?  One  wor J,  he  said,  as  to  ihm 
propriety  of  the  compensation.  If  gieatleaMa 
wished  to  arrive  at  civilization  it  was  not  by  imio 
tatiog  savage  life.  The  American  people  ought 
to  be  known  by  another  principle,  and  be  distia^ 
guished  as  well  for  dignity  of  character,  liberality, 
and  civilization,  as  for  the  wisdom  of  their  politi- 
cal institutions.  The  same  solicitude  ought  ta 
be  felt  in  legislation  to  cherish  talent,  and  to  em* 
ploy  it,  as  in  other  branches  of  the  GbveramenU 

The  question  was  then  put,  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  in  ihe  affirmative — ayes  91* 
noes  67,  as  follows: 

YBA»^Messis.  Alexander,  Atbsrtont  BiqrlieBt  Belts, 
BirdsaU,  Biadhnryt  Breckenridge,  Brown,  CUhiNMW 
Champion,  ChappeU,  Ghipnaaa,  Clarke  of  If  ortk  Oaia* 
Una,  Clark  of  Keotacfcy*  Clayton,  ClBBdsiuiin,Ooii4iia|« 
Conner,  Creighton,  OoJpeper,  Daveapprt,  G^  Qsaa* 
vtnor,  Hardiot  Henderson,  Hopkinson,  Halbert,  Irving, 
of  New  Yoik,  Jackson,  Jewott,  Johnson  of  Kmntuckjii 
Kent,  KeiT  of  Viiginia,  King  of  Msasachosetta,  Kia|^ 
of  North  Carolina,  Law*  Lovett,  Marsh,  Msf|rant| 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  MidcUetoai. 
Milnor,  Moore,   Moseley,   Nelson  of  Massschusetta»^ 
Newton,  Noves«  Ormsby,  Psrris,  Pickens,  Fickjuringi 
Pitkin,  Bsndolph,  Reed,  Robertson,  Sergeant,  8avags, 
Sharps,  Shefley,  Smith  of  PeonsyNanis,    Smith  of 
Maryland,  Stearns,  Stqrges,  Taggart,  Tallmadgs.  Tata, 
Taul,  Tayfc>r  of  Soath  Caioliaa,  Thomas,  Throof^' 
Ward  of  Massachasetts.  Ward  of  New  York,  Wdkatei^ 
Wendovar,  Wheaton,  Thomas  Wilson,  WoMlwana^ 
Wright,  and  Yates. 

NATS^-Mesam.  'AdgaU,  Beat,  Baehaun  BaaaetU 
Batemaa,  Bannatt,  Bloant,  Boss»  Bnranda,  Caaaiaw 
ClUey,  Oioptoa,  ComstAck,  GrawfQed,Ciacheion,  C«tl|^ 
bert.  Darlingtaa.  Deshsi  Bdwards,  Forney,  Fopythit 
Oaston,  Glaiv^^t  Goldsboroogh,  Goodwya<»  Gnffi^^ 
Hals,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hawea,  Herbert,  Hager,  Huap 
gerfordf  Ingham«  Johnson  of  Vii;ginia»  LaogdooY  UnwIi, 
Lots,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin*  Lyle,  Lyon,  Maolay,^Ma^ 
son,  McCoy,  Piper,  Root,  Robs,  Smith  of  Viiginisi^ 
Southard,  SUnford,  Strong,  Taylor  of  New  York,l\)l- 
fair,  Townsend,  Tucker.  Vose,  Wallai^  Ward  of  Ne«|. 
Jersey,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  WUde,  WUkin,  WitUaoM^ 
WiUoughby,  WiUism  WUion,  and  Yancay. 


Satdaoat,  March  9. 

Mr.  LowMDBS,  from  the  Committee  of.  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  u  bill  to  repeal  the  act  enti- 
tled ^*Aq  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  fur 
defraying  the  expenses  of  (Government  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,b]r  lay rngduties  on  bou«e« 
hold  furniture,  and  un  guld  and  silver  waicliev;** 
which  was  read  twice,  aad  committed   to  iha 
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CoimmttM  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways.aod  Means  upon  the  subject 
of  reveoae. 

Mt,  LowNDBS  also  reported  a  hill  to  abolish  the 
existiog  daties  od  spirits  distillfed  within  the  Uni* 
ted  States^  and  to  lay  other  duties  in  lieuof  those 
at^senl  imposed  on  Keenses  to  distiHers  of  spi- 
ritooBs  liquors ;  which  wae  read  twice  and  com- 
flMlted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last  men- 
tioned. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  IiioBaii,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  to  the  next 
session  of  Coogress  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
alterations  are  necessary  to  equalise  the  duty  on 
the  capacity  of  stills,  boilers,  and  other  imple* 
neiits  used  in  distillntion. 

On  motion  ofMr.  LowKofes,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  ao^  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  exempting  from  the  payn>ent 
of  duties,  the  carriage  of  His  Bxceliency  Mr. 
Qore,  Qovcrnor  of  the  British  Province  of  Upper 
Canada,  who  landed  at  New  York  and  passed 
through  the  State  of  NHe  York,  in  the  month  of 
Auffust  or  September  last,  on  his  way  to  his 
OoStrnment. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^Mn  addition  to  the 
act  entitled  *An  act  concerning  the  Naey  Pen« 
sion  i^und,"  was  read  twice  and  inferred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Aflhirs. 

Mr.  JaoBSiUf,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  to  extend 
aertain  privileges  as  therein  mentioned  to  Bernard 
JEdsie  Verjon,"  reported  the  same  with  amend* 
ments;  wbioh  were  read  and  agreed  to,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed)  and  the  bill  read  the  third 
time  on  Monday  next« 

•  AnengfOBsed  bill. entitled  ^An  net  for  the  re* 
lief  of'GustavBs  Loomis,'*  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

NATIONAJU  BihIfK. 

Thia  intervening  ordeia.of  the  dayi  w«rr  pant* 
poaadt  ^^^  <^^  House  resolved  itaell  into  a  Gomr 
mitlea  of  the  Wlida,  on  the  National  Bank  bill. 

Mr.  Cady  offered  an  amendment  to  prevent 
ik»  asiabUshmenc  of  moie  than  one  branch  of  the 
bank  in  any  one  State. 

The  mouon  was  oppoaeil  by  Messrs.  GaLBetmi, 
BaA«n9iaT,and  Wbiou  v;  and  aupported  bjr  Messrs. 
Cast  and  CoLipar b»}  aad  thea  negatived  wiibout 
a  division* 

After  same  ummportaai  aiBendment,  and  the 
biU  having  bee%gpttethmni|h)  the  question  was 
atAiad  on  the  Goaiflnttiea'a  rising  and  reporting  it 
la -the  House,  wiie»Mr.  Giiat  rose  and  delivered 
at  laaglh  his  seniimants  in  favor  of  the  bill,  its 
pmoiple  aad  details. 

A  desultory  <lebate  followed,  beiweea  Mr.  Jack- 
8Qii>  Mm  Cla«^i  and  Mr»  Ramooi^pb,  on  one  or 
two  points  of  Mr.  CbAY'a  arguments^Mr.  Ran- 
DOi«Fa  touching  incidenially  on  the  bill  itself. 

After  which,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
progress. 


{The  speech  delivered  on  Ibis  oceision,  by  Mr.  Gaay, 
sppeam  not  to  bave  been  reported,  and,  of  oonrae, 
csnnol  be  iasevled  ae  altersd  ki  the  House;  bat. 


slier  ti&e  ralam  of  Mn  G.  te  llaaiar^  ha  aadb/ait 
aJdiMs  te  hie  oanstitiMnta*  in  whiob  he  gava  tbH 
snbalanoa  of  it,  as  foUowaO 

On  one  subject,  that  of  theBaokof  the  Uiiltei 
States,  to  which,  at  the  late  session  of  Cnngreaa^ 
he  gave  his  humble  support,  Mt*  Clat  Mt  pap* 
ticmarly  anxious  to  explain  thegroands  oa  whiek 
he  had  acted.  This  explanatiani  if  not  dueto  hia 
own  charaeter,  the  Stateaad  tba^iistriet  tawfaidb 
he  beloaged  bad  a  right  to  demand,  h  warti 
have  been  unnecessary  if  his  obser^autoos^  ad« 
dressed  to  Ihe  House  of  RejMvseotattvea  pending 
the  measure,  had  been  published ;  but  the?  weva 
not  published,  and  why  they  were  not  panliaked 
he  was.  unadvised. 

When  he  was  a  aaember  of  the  Senate  of  ika 
United  States,  he  was  induced  to  oppose  the  ra« 
newal  of  the  charter  to  the  old  Banx  of  the  Dait 
ted  States,  by  three  general  oonmderatioos:  Tba 
first  was,  that  he  was  instructed  to  oppose  it-  bf 
the  Legislature  of  the  State.  What  were  tka 
reasons  that  operated  with  the  LegialatuiVi  in 
giving  the  instruction,  he  did  not  know.  He  had 
under»tood  from  members  of  that  bodjr^at  tba 
time  it  was  given,  that  a  clause,  declaring  that 
Conaress  had  no  power  to  grant  the  charier^  waia 
fitricken  out;  from  which  it  might  bainfemdi 
either  that  the  Legislature  did  not  believe  a  baoi 
to  be  unconstitutional,  or  that  it  had  formed  ao 
opinion  on  that  point.  This  inferenea  derives 
additional  strength  from  the  fact,  that,  althongk 
the  two  late  Senators  from  this  State,  aa  wellas 
the  present  Senators,  voted  for  a  National  Bank^ 
the  Legislature,  which  must  have  been  well  a(K 
prixed  that  such  a  measure  was  in  contemplataoa^ 
did  not  again  interpose,  either  to  protest  ag«iaa| 
the  measure  itself,  or  to  censure  the  coaduei  of 
those  Senators.  From  thit  silence,  on  the  pad 
of  a  body  which  has  ever  fixed  a  watchful  aye 
upon  the  prooeedingv  of  the  General  QovernmeoL 
he  bad  a  right  to  believe  that  the  Legislature  of 
Kentucky  saw^  without  dissatisfactioO|  the  pao*> 
posal  to  establish  a  National  Bank;  and  tkai  ita 
apposicioB  to  the  former  one  was- upon  grouodaof 
-expediency,  applicable  to  that  corpoiation  alaaa^ 
or  no  longer  existing.  But  when,  at  the  laat  aen^ 
sion^  the  question  came  up  as  to  the  establish^ 
aaent  of  a  National  Bank,  being  a  member  of  tha 
House  of  Repfcaeatatives,  the  poiat  of  tuqairf 
wiih  hliB  was.  not  so  much  wbat  was  tkeapiikiaa 
i>f  the  Legislature,  althougfa^  undoubtedly,  tba 
aopinion  of  a  body  so  respectable  would  have  great 
weight  with  him  under  any  circnmsCaaocsi  aa 
what  were  the  sentiments  of  liis  immediate  ctMi»- 
etituents.  These  ha  believed  to  be  in  favor  of 
each  an  institution,  from  the  following  oirotim*- 
stances:  In  the  first  place,  his  predeeeaBor(Mi. 
HA.«BiMa)  voted  for  a  National  Bank,  without 
tha  slightest  murmur  of  discontent.  Secondly, 
during  the  last  Fall,  when  he  was  in  his  district, 
be  conversed  freely  with  many  of  his  constituents 
u^n  that  subject,  then  the  most  common  topic 
ot  conversation,  and  all,  without  a  single  excap- 
lion,  aa  far  as  he  recollecied,  agreed  that  ti  waa 
a  desirable,  if  not  the  only  efficient  remedy  for 
tbe  alarming  evila  in  4ha  earrency  of  tka  oaiiatrf . 
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And,  lastly,  during:  the  Bessioo  he  received  many 
letters  from  bis  constituents,  prior  to  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  all  of  wbich  concurred,  be  believed, 
without  a  solitary  exception,  in  advising  the 
measure.  So  far,  then,  from  being  instructed  by 
his  district  to  oppose  the  bank,  be  had  what  was 
perhaps,  tantamount  to  an  instruction  to  support 
It — the  acquiescence  ofhis  constituents  in  the  vote 
ci  their  former  Representative,  and  the  commu- 
Bieations.  oral  and  written,  ot  the  opinions  of 
ibem  in  ravor  of  a  bank. 

The  next  consideration  which  induced  kim  to 
oppose  the  renewal  of  the  old  charter,  was,  that 
he  believed  the  corporation  bad,  during  a  portion 
of  the  period  of  its  existence,  abused  its  powers, 
and  had  souebt  to  subserve  the  views  of  a  politi- 
cal parly.  Instances  of  its  oppression,  for  that 
purpose,  were  asserted  to  have  occurred  at  Phil- 
adelphia and  at  Charleston;  aod,  although  denied 
in  Congress  by  the  friends  of  the  institution,  dur- 
ing the  discussions  on  the  application  for  the  re- 
newal of  the  charter,  they  were,  in  his  judgment, 
aatisfactorily  made  out.  This  oppression,  indeed, 
was  admitted  in  the  House  of  Representativesj 
in  the  debate  on  the  present  bank,  by  a  distin* 
gttishcd  member  of  that  party  which  had  so 
warmly  espoused  the  renewal  of  the  old  charter. 
it  may  be  said,  what  security  is  there  that  the  new 
bank  will  not  imitate  this  exam plei>f  oppression? 
He  answered,  the  fate  of  the  old  bank-^ warning 
all  similar  institutions  to  shun  politics,  with 
which  they  ought  not  to  have  any  concern ;  the 
existence  of  abundant  competition,  arising  from 
ibe  great  multiplication  of  banks,  and  the  precau- 
tions wbich  are  to  be  found  in  the  details  of  the 
praaent  bill. 

A  third  consideration  upon  which  he  acted  in 
1811  was,  that,  as  the  power  to  create  a  corpora- 
tion, such  as  was  proposed  to  be  continued,  was 
sot  speciBcally  granted  in  the  Constitution,  and 
did  not  then  appear  to  him  to  be  necessary  to 
carry  into  effect  any  of  the  powers  which  were 
specifically  granted,  Congress  was  not  authorized 
to  continue  the  bank.  The  Constitution,  he  said, 
eontained  powers  delegated  and  prohibitory-- 
powers  expressed  and  constructive.  It  vests  in 
Congress  all  powers  necessary  to  give  effect  to 
enumerated  powers;  all  that  may  be  necessary  to 
put  into  motion  and  activity  the  machine  of  Gh>v- 
arnment  which  it  constructs.  The  powers  that 
may  be  so  necessary,  are  deduciUe  by  construe- 
lion;  they  are  not  defined  in  the  Constitotion ; 
ihey  are,  from  their  nature,  indefinable.  When 
ihe  question  is  in  relation  to  one  of  these  powers, 
the  point  of  ioquiry  should  be^  is  its  exertion  ne* 
cessary  to  carry  into  effect  any  of  the  enumerated 
powers  and  objects  of  the  General  Government  ? 
With  regard  to  the  degree  of  necessity,  various 
rules  have  been,  at  different  times,  laid  down; 
but,  perhaps,  at  last  there  is  no  other  than  a  sound 
and  honest  judgment  exercised  under  the  checks 
and  control  which  belong  to  the  Constitotion  and 
the  people. 

The  constructive  powers  being  auxiliary  to  the 
apecifically  granted  powers,  and  depending  for 
their  sanction  and  existence  upon  a  neceasiiy  to 


give  effect  to  the  latter,  which  necessity  is  to  be 
sought  for  and  ascertained  by  a  sound  and  honest 
discretion,  it  is  manifest  that  this  necessity  may 
not  be  perceived,  at  one  time,  under  one  state  of 
things,  when  it  is  perceived,  at  another  time,  un- 
der a  different  state  of  thing».  The  Constitution, 
it  is  true,  never  changes — it  is  always  the  same  ; 
but  the  force  of  circumstances,  and  the  lights  of 
experience,  may  evolve  to  the  fallible  persons 
charged  with  its  administration,  the  fitness  and 
necessity  of  a  particular  exercise  of  constructive 
power  to-day,  which  they  did  not  see  at  a  former 
period. 

Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  remark,  that,  when  the  ap- 
plication was  made  to  renew  the  old  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  such  an  institution 
did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  so  necessary  to  the 
fulfilment  of  many  of  the  objects  specifically  enu- 
merated in  the  Constitution,  as  to  justify  Con* 
gress  in  asiuming,  by  construction,  a  power  to 
establish  it;  it  was  supported  mainly  upon  the 
ground  that  it  was  indispensable  to  the  Treasury 
operations.  But  the  local  institutions  in  the  sev- 
eral States  were,  at  that  time,  in  prosperous  ex- 
istence, confided  in  by  the  community,  having  a 
confidence  in  each  other,  and  maintaining  an 
intercourse  and  connexion  the  most  intimate. 
Many  of  them  were  actually  employed  by  the 
Treasury,  to  aid  that  Department  in  a  part  of  its 
fiscal  arrangements;  and  they  appeared  to  him 
to  be  fully  capable  of  affording  to  it  all  the  facil- 
ity that  it  oiight  to  desire  in  all  of  them.  They 
superseded,  in  his  judsrment,  the  necessity  of  a 
national  institution.  But  how  stood  the  case  in 
1816,  when  he  was  called  upon  again  to  examine 
the  power  of  the  General  Government  to  incor- 
porate a  National  Bank?  A  total  change  of  cir- 
cumstances was  presented—events  of  the  utmost 
magnitude  had  intervened. 

A  general  suspension  of  specie  pajrments  had 
taken  place,  and  this  had  led  to  a  train  of  conse- 
quences  of  the  most  alarming  nature.  He  beheld, 
dispersed  over  the  immense  extent  of  the  United 
States,  abont  three  hundred  banking  inslituttoDSL 
enjoying,  in  different  degrees,  the  confidence  of 
the  public,  shaken  as  to  them  all,  under  no  direct 
control  of  the  General  Government,  and  subject 
to  no  actual  responsibility  to  the  State  authori- 
ties. Tnese  institutions  were  emitting  the  actual 
currency  of  the  United  States ;  a  currency  con- 
sisting of  a  paper,  on  which  they  neither  paid  in- 
terest nor  principal,  whilst  it  was  exchanged  for 
the  paper  of  the  community,  on  which  both  were 
paid.  He  saw  these  institutions,  in  fact,  exercis- 
ing, what  had  been  considered  at  all  times,  and 
in  all  countries,  one  of  the  highest  attributes  of 
sovereign ty^the  regulation  of  the  current  me- 
dium of  the  coiratry.  They  were  no  longer  com- 
petent to  assist  the  Treasury,  in  eiihm  of  the 
great  operations  of  collection,  deposite,  or  distri- 
bution of  the  public  revenues.  In  fact,  the  paper 
wbich  they  emitted,  and  which  the  Treasury, 
from  the  force  of  events,  fuund  itself  constrained 
to  receive,  was  coosiantly  obstructing  the  opera- 
tions of  that  Department ;  for  it  would  accumu- 
late where  it  was  not  wanted,  and  could  not  be 
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used  where  it  was  wanted  for  the  purposes  of 
Government,  without  a  ruinous  and  arbitrary^ 
brokerage.  Every  man  who  paid  or  received 
from  the  Government,  paid  or  received  as  much 
less  than  he  ought  to  have  done,  as  was  the  dif- 
ference between  the  mediuuL  in  which  the  pay- 
ment was  effected  and  specie.  Taxes  were  no 
longer  uniform.  In  New  England,  where  specie 
payments  have  not  been  suspended,  the  people 
were  called  upon  to  pay  larger  contributions  than 
where  they  were  suspended*  In  BLentocky,  as 
much  more  was  paid  by  the  people  in  their  tases, 
than  was  paid,  for  example,  in  tne  State  of  Ohio, 
as  Kentucky  paper  was  worth  more  than  Ohio 
paper. 

It  appeared  to  Mr.  C.  that,  in  this  condition  of 
things,  the  General  Government  could  depend  no 
longer  upon  these  local  institutions,  multiplied 
and  multiplying  daily;  coining  into  existence  by 
the  breath  of  eighteen  State  sovereignties,  some 
of  which,  by  a  single  act  of  volition,  had  created 
twenty  or  thirty  at  a  time.  Even  if  the  resump* 
tion  of  specie  payments  could  have  been  antici- 
pated^ the  General  Government  remaining  pas- 
sive. It  did  not  seem  to  him  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment ought  longer  to  depend  upon  these  local 
institutions  exclusively  for  aid  in  its  operations; 
but  he  did  not  believe  it  could  be  jusilv  so  anti- 
cipated. It  was  not  the  interest  of  all  of  ttiem,  that 
the  renewal  should  take  place  of  specie  payments; 
and  yet»  without  concert  between  alL  or  most  of 
them,  it  could  not  be  effected.  With  regard  to 
those  disposed  to  return  to.  a  regular  state  of 
thiogs,  great  difficulties  might  arise  as  to  the  time 
of  ita  commencement. 

.  Considering,  then,  that  the  state  of  the  corren- 
«v  was  such,  tnat  no  thinking  man  could  eontem« 
plate  it  without  the  most  serious  alarm ;  that  it 
threatened  general  distress,  if  it  did  not  ultimately 
lead  to  convulsion  and  subversion  of  the  Govern- 
ment, it  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  apply  a  remedy,  if  a  remedy  could  be  de- 
vised. A  National  Bank,  with  other  auxiliary 
measures,  was  proposed  as  that  remedy.  Mr.  C. 
said,  he  determined  to  examine  the  question,  with 
as  little  prejudice  as  possible  arising  from  his 
former  opinion ;  he  knew  that  the  safest  course 
to  him,  if  he  pursued  a  cold,  calculating  prudence, 
was  to  adhere  to  that  opinion,  right  or  wrong. 
He  was  perfectly  aware  that,  if  he  changed,  or 
seemed  to  change  it,  he  should  expose  himself  to 
apme  censure ;  but,  looking  at  the  subject  with 
the  light  shed  upon  it  by  events  happeninc  since 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  he  coulfLno longer 
doubL  A  bank  appeared  to  him  not  o^ly  neces- 
sary, but  indispensably  necessary,  in  connexion 
with  another  measure,  to  remedy  the  evils  of 
which  all  were  but  too  sensible.  He  preferred, 
to  the  suggestions  of  the  pride  of  consistency,  the 
evident  interests  of  the  community,  and  deter- 
mined to  throw  himself  upon  their  candor  and 
justice.  That  which  appeared  to  him,  in  1811, 
under  the  state  of  things  then  existing,  not  to  be 
neeessarv  to  the  General  Gk)?ernment,  seemed 
now  to  be  necessary,  under  the  present  state  of 
things.    Had  he  then  foreseen  what  now  exists, 


and  no  objection  had  laid  aninst  the  renewal  of 
the  charter,  other  than  that  derived  from  the  Coo^ 
stituiion,  he  should  have  voted  for  the  renewal. 

Other  provisions  of  the  Constitution  but  little 
noticed,  if  noticed  at  all,  on  the  discussions  in 
Congress  in  1811,  would  seem  to  urge  that  body 
to  exert  all  Its  powers  to  restore  to  a  sound  state 
the  money  of  the  country.  That  instrument  con- 
fers upon  Congress  the  power  to  coin  money,  and 
to  regulate  the  value  of  foreign  coins ;  and  the 
States  are  prohibited  to  coin  money,  to  emit  bills 
of  credit,  or  to  make  anything  but  gold  and  silver 
coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts.  The  plaia 
inference  is,  that  the  subject  of  the  general  cur- 
rency was  intended  to  be  submitted  exclusively 
to  the  General  Government.  In  point  of  fact, 
however,  the  regulation  of  the  general  currency 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  State  Governments,  or^ 
which  is  the  same  thing,  of  the  banks  created  by 
them.  Their  pape;  has  every  quslity  of  monev, 
except  that  of  being  made  a  tender^  and  even  this 
is  imparted  to  it  by  some  States,  in  the  law,  by 
which  a  creditor  must  receive  it,  or  submit  to  a 
ruinous  suspension  of  the  payment  of  his  debt. 
It  was  incumbent  upon  Congress  to  recover  the 
control  which  it  had  lost  over  the  general  cur- 
rency; the  remedy  called  for  was  one  of  cnotion 
and  moderation,  but  of  firmness.  Whether  a 
remedy  directly  acting  upon  the  banks,  and  their 
paper  thrown  into  circulation,  was  in  the  power 
of  the  General  Government  or  not,  neither  Con- 
gress nor  the  community  were  prepared  for  the 
application  of  such  a  remedy ;  an  indirect  reme- 
dy, of  a  milder  character,  seemed  to  be  furnished 
by  a  National  Bank.  Going  into  operation  with 
the  powerful  aid  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  he  believed  it  would  be  highly  instru- 
mental in  the  renewal  of  specie  payments.  Coup* 
led  with  the  other  measure  adopted  by  Congresa 
for  that  object,  he  believed  the  remedy  effectual. 
The  local  banks  must  follow  the  example  whiclk 
the  National  Bank  would  set  them,  of  redeeminj^ 
their  notes  by  the  payment  of  specie,  or  their 
notes  will  be  discredited  and  put  down. 

If  the  Constitution,  then,  warranted  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  bank,  other  considerations  besidea 
those  already  mentioned  strongly  urged  it.  The 
want  of  a  general  medium  Is  everywhere  feit; 
exchange  varies  continually,  not  only  between 
different  parts  of  the  Union,  but  between  different 
mirts  of  tne  same  city.  If  tne  paper  of  a  National 
bank  were  not  redeemed  in  specie,  it  would  be 
much  better  than  the  current  paper;  since,  al- 
though its  value,  in  comparison  with  specie,  might 
fluctuate,  it  would  afford  an  uniform  standard* 

If  political  power  be  incidental  to  banking  oper- 
ations, there  ought,  perhaps,  to  be  in  the  General 
Government  some  counterpoise  to  that  which  ia 
exerted  by  the  States.  Such  a  counterpoise  might 
not,  indeed,  be  so  necessary,  if  the  States  exer^ 
cised  the  power  to  incorporate  banks  equally,  or 
in  proportion  to  their  respective  populations.  Bat 
that  is  not  the  case.  A  single  State  has  a  bank- 
ing capital  equivalent,  or  nearly  so,  to  one  fifth  of 
the  whole  bankin|^  capital  of  the  United  States. 
Four  Suites  combined  have  the  major  part  of  the 
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^nkisg  eafiiat  of rllie  Uniieii  Stuteff.  lo  the eweut 
«f  9oy  coovtltioQ,  in  wiiicli  ili«  dislributH»a  of 
iNlokiog  inatUutioiiB  migbt  be  imiiOFtiuit,  it  ma^ 
ht  orfM  thai  the  miiomef  woukl  not  be  «UeTi- 
Ifted  by  the  creation  of  n  National  Banrk,  iinee  iU' 
loeation  mnet  be  within  one  of  ibe  States.  Bot, 
In  Ibis  teepeot,  the  looatton  of  tbe  bank  is  ex- 
tteinely  faTorablO}  beiog  in  one  of  4be  middle 
'fitatee,  not  likoly,  ffoat  its  poeitien,  as  well  as  its 
ioyaliiy,  to  eoncnr  in  any  sokeme  lor  oobvertiag 
tbe  OoTetnment)  and  a  soflMientaeoaritf  agniiMt 
aneh  eont^dgeooy  is  to  be  foand  in  the  disiribo- 
lion  of  braoebes  in  diflerent  diate%  acting  and 
sraclinff  upon  tbe  fiarent  inaticiition,  and  open 
<e«eb'4Mor. 


If  ONDAT,  March  11. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  lYnssTM, 

Aaofcwd,  That  it  is  expedient  to  pforide  by 
lew  for  making  Che  goldcoin#of  Bngland,  France, 
^ovtngal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of  France, 
parls  of  tbe  legal  conency  df  tbelETnited  Slates, 
stales  eorre^nding  wiih  the  intrinsic  YaUie  of 
Moh  coins,  lespectitely,  and  tha^^tbe  Committee 
-on  the  National  Currency  be  instruoled  to  pre- 
,pi^  and  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

A  message  from  ibe  Senate  informed  tbe  House 

ibatithe  Senate  have  .passed  a  hiU  "fortber  sup- 

alnmeniery  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  providing 

.^r.tho  indemnificaiion  of  certain  ciannaniis  of 

public  lands  in  tbe  Mississippi  territory.'' 

The  said  b£ll  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
t»  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  8p8AJ(nR  laid  beiere  tlie  House  tw^o  com- 
miunoations  from  the  Ptestdeat  of  the  United 
States,  one  transmitting  the  amoant  of  expenses 


ment  of  the  troops  of  the  United  Ststes,  under  tho 
commadd  of  Csptsin  Thomss  Hsounj,  occupied  «s 
bsrracks  the  connty  eonrt-hoose  of  Hamtlton,  in  the 
town  of  Cincinnati,  bj  pennission  of  the  aheiiff  of  the 
connty,  there  bein^^  at  that  time  no  other  house  whic]& 
(hey  could  procure,  and  the  weather  being  to  cold  and 
severe  as  to  require  'good  quarteni.  It  satislactot^ 
appears  to  dw  oonmntlee,  toat,  while  the  oonrt^lwttBv 
was  dins  oeoopied.  Iron  some  oncontrolkbleaodAiitty 
Ase  Was  eeinmnieifed  to  tlie  hoase,  and  il  w«s  eon- 
swoed. 

The  kerno  having  been  thiae  in  Ike  eoeHMtmn«if 
Che  United  Stslee,  and,  hi  ijusmaeun u  of  -Aal,  osa- 
earned  by  ■ooidemi^  whiek  bo  one  whose  dnfty  it  sught 
have  keen  to  take  cam  of  it  could  control,  it  is  tim 
opinion  of  the  Ctunmittee  that  the  damage  sustaiaedin 
ooneequeaso  Ihmeof  should  be  paid  to  the  ooaaly,  to 
Miable  then  to  sebaild  the  house.  Theiy  tbarefiuo  se> 
tport^biU. 

nTmoN  *er  tuomas  Bam?. 

Mr.  Yawcby  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Thomas  Kemp;*  which  was  read  and  ordened 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  eail^  ki  the  year  1613,  the  petitioaer.entaeed 
into  a  oontsact  witk  the  Kavy  Depaitment  to  build 
two  alM«ie-of-war,  •'the  Brie  and  Ontario,"  at  BmUi- 
more.  The  sum  which  was  agreed,  on  the  paitof  Ike 
Oevenuaent,  k>  be  given  for  the  vesseb  was  then  ton- 
sidered  by  the  petitioner  to  be  adequate  to  corer^ke 
expenses  of  materials  and  labor,  and  afibrd  a  suflkdent 
compensation  lor  the  undertaking;  but  he  states ihsft, 
in  consequenee  of  the  British  nml  Imnee  whidi  soon 
after  came  into  the  ChesapMks^  the  materials  outof 
whick  dm  wMsels  wera  built  oeat  him  •  much  lamr 
sum  than  thej  otherwiBo  would  have  done,  and  that 
ke  kas  soetaaied  o  low  of  aiz  tkonsand  thfeekondied 


inoiirred  for  public  butidings,  Ac,  in  Washings  .^01^ 


ion;  mid  the  other  a  statement  of  tbe  militia  of 
the  United  States, according  to  the  latest  returns 
lai  Ike  Naval  Deparu&ent. 

The  hilt  from  the  Senate  "  to  extend  eertain 

jBrivilfl|ges,aB  therein  mentioned,  toBernard  Bdme 

Verjoo,''  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and 

Mr«  TANonv,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
.nade  a  report  on  tbe  petition  of  Captain  John 
TTWirt,  wJuch  waa read ;  whan  Mr.  Y.  reported 
a  biil  for  the  relief  of  John  T.  Wirt ;  which  was 
road  twice,  and  ordered  to  beongiossed  and  read 
A  third,  time  U)-morrow» 

Mr.  VaNOiBV  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
:of  Richard  Rif|gely«  fidward  Pttgh^and  Chaties 
W.  Haasoa,  wk^ch  was  read ;  when  Mr*  T.  re- 
pelled a  biU  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Ridgely, 
and  others;  which  was  read  twice, and  commit- 
ted tOt  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

Mr.  Yanoav  aiao  made  a  report  ia  poEsoance^f 


and  ewsn^^ttnee  dolsn,  which  he  pnjrs  maybe  paid 


In  melnqg  ^km  eoatiuot,  ihsre  can  be  no  doubt -that 
Ike  petitioner  oonaidf  red  he  had  taken  enffioent  oaie 
of  htmself ;  and  if  it  had  lumedout,  upon  the  ron^ple 
lion  of  Ike  ooalract,  that  he  had  made,  beyond  a  ma- 
sonnble  compensation  for  his  labor,  careymnd  expensee^ 
the  sum  of  money  in  question,  it  could  not  have  boea 
expected  by  the  Government  that  he  should  haTO  re- 
funded that  sum.  The  contract  should  be  reciprocal. 
AU  that  can  be  expected  by  the  QoTemment  is,  that  it 
should  fairly  and  honestly  comply  with  iti  engage- 
ments. If  it  should  be  fortanate  enough  sometimes  lo 
mske  a  proftlable  contraot,  it  will  only  br  that  means 
supply  a  deficien<nr  oAen  prodnoed  liy  bad  ones.  Me 
Committee  am  of  opinton  that  the  petitioner  Is  not 
entitled  to  reHef,  and  lliefefMo  recommend  to  Ike 
Hoaso  Ike  isUowIng  iteokition : 

Jfmtfcdtf,  Tkat  Ike  pmyer  of  Ike  pelilieMr  ougkt 
net  to  be^graaisd. 

MEMORIAL  OP  GENERAL  HARKISOIC. 
The  SFuaKBR  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 


Ike  resolution  of  tbe  Honse,  of  the  85th  January, ;  from  Qeneral  William  H.  Harrison,  soliciting  an 
2816,  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  T.  reported  a  joquiry  into  tbe  expenditure  of  public  money 
bill  authorixing  paya»ent  for  tho  county  court-  within  the  8th  miliury  discriet,  while  under  kis 
house  of  Hamilton  in  the  State  of  Ohio;  which  commands  which  was  read, 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee .  Qq  a  proposition  of  Mr.  MoLban  to  refer  the 
of  ihe  Whole.  i  letmr  to  a  select  committee^  a  short  discussion 

The  report  is  as  follows;  1  arose,  in  which  Mr.  Hall  and  Mr.  Wuiobt  sup- 

Thai,  in  te  asuik  of  9ekawip«  1AM»  a  delaeh>  J  ported  the  propriety  of  laying  it  on  the  table,  on 
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the  ground  that  it  would  bo  impoisible  now  for  a 
oominittee  to  discbarge  such  a  duty  faitbfuUy  ; 
and  Mr.  MoLsan  maintained  his  own  motion. 
AAer  which  the  letter  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Expenditures.  The  letter  is  as 
Ibttows : 

NoATB  BM9,(Ouo,)itoe.  90, 1816. 

Ml :  f  should  apologise  fiir  this  ittt^on  irpOB  the 
'tfme  of  ^e  House  of  Reprasentafives,  if  f  considered 
€lt  ■ufcjecl  npOD  which  I  address  them  exchiaiveiy  of 
a  priTste  and  penonial  natme^  Altho«gh«the  iavcsH- 
^alioD  I  solicit  is  of  the  atanat  hnportanee  Co  myeelf, 
4t>»iHi  I  eoMsive,  be  readily  admitted,  that  both  the 
liatiemd  honor  and  iateresia  an  deeply  oonesraed  hi 
Iha  result.  My  olgeei  ia  to  obtain  an  inquire  into  the 
oilpenditnre  of  public  money  withia  the  eighm  military 
d&rtrid  whilst  under  my  command,  and  particularly 
whatever  relates  to  the  saoplies  of  provision  hy  the 
sjaeeial  commissariea  of  the  United  States,  and  under 
me  contract  of  Msmn.  Orr  and  Greely.  My  reasons 
Ibr  making  this  appHcationy  and  the  particular  claim  1 
'^iiceive  myself  to  have  upon  the  Indulgence  of  the 
tbuae  of  Keprseentatives,  are  most  respectfully  sub- 
iaiiled  to  them  through  you,  sir,  in  the  following  state-* 

Shortly  allsr  the  adjeumment  of  Gotogress,  in  M4i 
f  was  iUfbmed  that  the  hoooimble  Mir.  Fisk,  the  diair- 
man  ef  a  committee  which  had  been  appointod  to  in- 
^falre  into  some  eomplaiBta  ef  the  army  eontraetors, 
Itad  declared  to  one  of  the  Weateni  delegatian  that 
dmalmsute  had  been  submitted  to  that  camnritteo  wbidi 
wave  deeply  injurioaa  to  ^y  public  chsmcter.  I  im- 
meiKately  addissasd  a  letter  to  Mr.  Fses,  of  Vermonlti 
demanding  an  explanation  of  thia  declaratiaa.  From 
the  answer  of  thia  gentleman,  I  learned  that  I  had  mia* 
tehen  him  Ibr  another  of  the  same  nauM,  a  lepreeenta* 
live  from  the  Bute  of  New  York,  and  who  waa  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  alluded  to.  To  the  latter, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
a  similar  letter  waa  sent  la  hie  answer  he  denied 
having  used  the  ezpreesions  concerning  me  which  had 
been  attributed  to  him,  but  admitted  that  he  had  Ibnned 
an  opinion  not  very  favorable  to  me  from  the  state- 
ments which  had  been  made  to  the  committee,  sup- 
l^ted  by  authenlSe  documents^  chiefly  my  own  letters, 
Ml  ehOv^ttg  a  wonderful  inconsistency  in  the  orders 
'glean  ta  the  eontractera  for  supplying  the  Army  widi 
pastislensb  Being  perfestly  convinced  that  these  doc- 
mnenta  weve  very  artfiil  mutUaliana  of  my  letters  to 
'the  eoatractora  end  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  transmitted 
to  Mr.  Fisk,  through  the  haaetaMe  Mr.  Hawuss,  of 
Kentody,  ^  the  original  leCtem  and  papvm  in  my 
neesemion  rslating  to  the  solijeet  ef  the  euppUee  I  had 
miaoded  of  Orr  and  Greely.  These  papers  were  ac- 
companied by  an  explanatory  statement  fiom  me,  and 
a  request  to  Mr.  Hawkijts  to  bring  the,  aflair  before 
C^ongress,  should  he  deem  it  neoemai^  to  the  vindica- 
tion of  my  character.  It  was  not  until  very  late  in  the 
cession  that  Mr.  Fisk  could  spare  a  moment  from  hie 

C'  lie  duties  to  devote  to  my  sffidr.  In  the  answer, 
ever,  with  which  he  honored  me,  he  was  pleased 
'%9  eipiesB  much  satisfaction  at  the  informstion  con- 
tained In  my  memoir,  and  to  add,  that  **  if  Ae  docu- 
ments (which  accompanied  it)  had  been  exhibited  to 
tte  commitlee  of  invasligation  they  would,  he  was  per- 
aiiaded,  have  nsada  an  impreasion  upon  the  minds  of 
thai  committee  different  from  that  produced  by  the 
knpertom  inftMrmalion  which  waa  reeeivad."  That  a 
should  have  thought  pioper  to  investigate 


tlM  conduct  of  a  general  officer  commanding  an  army 
without  his  knowing  it,  and  to  soi&r  their  minds  to 
receive  uniavonble  impressions  conceming  him,  upon 
the  fanperieet  infbimatmn  furnished  by  hie  enemiee,  is, 
I  am  persuaded,  a  novd  procedure  with  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  who  are  the  guardians  of  their 
rights  and  privileges.  I  am  confident*  however,  that 
the  committee  acted  from  no  previous  hostility  to  ate, 
and  I  attribute  their  conduct  to  inadvertency  produced 
bf  the  premure  of  important  bustnem  at  that  mome^ 
tons  ptfiod  of  our  ai&irs,  It  is  nevertheless  eertaia, 
that  tnese  impressions  of  the  committee  have  been  com- 
manicated  to  others^  and  mahce  and  hatred  have  given 
diem  currency  in  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Union. 
To  resist  this  torrent  of  calumny,  I  have  no  allemattve 
but  to  solicit  an  investigation.  If  the  granting  of  this 
fitfvor  is  beyond  the  merits  of  an  officer  who  has  spent 
the  greatest  portion  of  his  fife  in  the  service  of  the 
public,  it  wiu  be  accorded  to  the  claims  of  the  nathm, 
and  to  the  vindication  of  the  honor  and  chamater  of 
the  countiy.  The  annals  of  the  late  war  will  not  a»- 
cord  the  treachery  of  a  second  Arnold,  but  Hisy  wall 
give  to  posterity  an  instance  ef  mUitaiy  crime  eoamely 
lem  detestable  than  that  Ibul  blot  in  our  RevelatimieQr 
htstoiy.  If  another  officer  of  high  mnk  and  Irual  ami 
be  tnuy  charged  with  a  crime  ao  disgraceful  se  thai  of 
peculating  upon  the  funds  of  his  army,  it  will  ia  the 
eetimation  ot  the  world  detract  largely  from  the  blwe 
of  renowa  with  which  the  achievemenia  of  Bmwaand 
Jackson  have  eanircled  the  nation ;  and  I  hniaMy  con- 
ceive, that  no  pains  should  be  ipared  to  aeeertein  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  the  individual  accused.  Under 
the  drciimstances  in  which  the  country  was  placed  in 
the  late  war,  the  divenion  of  the  pubUc  funds  to  indi- 
vidual purposes  would  have  been  equally  fatal  with 
treason,  and  merits  punishaMUt  as  aevere.  For  myself, 
I  was  well  aware  that  the  Treasury  could  scarcely  an- 
swer the  weighty  demands  which  vrere  made  upon  it 
by  the  Militai^  Department;  and  knOTring^  as  I  well 
did,  the  hercHC  valor  of  our  countrymen,  in  common^ 
with  every  patriot,  I  believed  that  America  had  ao 
cause  of  adarm  but  from  the  inadequacy  of  her  fiscal 
arrangements.  To  some  it  may  appear  idb  to  speak 
of  punishing  a  man  for  a  military  crime  who  no  longer 
holds  a  military  commission.  The  right  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  do  this,  however,  is  in  my  opinion  incon- 
trovertible. The  principle  being  as  well  settled  as  any 
other  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  and  jurisdiction  of 
courts  martial,  which  are  derived  from  the  **  custom  of 
War."  It  was  the  practice  of  all  the  ancient  Republics, 
and  in  England,  from  whence  we  derive  our  military 
aa  well  as  our  civil  common  law ;  the  precedent  was 
eetablished  in  the  cese  of  Ix>rd  George  Sackville,  who, 
for  alleged  misconduct  at  the  battle  of  Mindea,  eras 
brought  before  a  military  tribunal  and  cashiered  long 
after  his  resignation  had  been  accepted.  If,  in  the  in- 
quiry I  solicit,  anything  should  appear  to  create  a  doubt 
as  to  the  purity  of  my  conduct  in  the  command  of  the 
army  that  was  intrusted  to  me,  let  a  court  martial  de- 
cide my  fate.  I  promise  moit  solemnJy  to  admit  its 
jurisdiction  and  abide  its  decision. 

I  make  this  appUcation  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives with  the  fullest  confidence  that  it  will  not  be  re- 
jected. It  is  the  only  reward  I  claim  for  a  long  course  of 
laborious  and  fidthful  service.  The  greater  thelatitude 
which  is  given  to  the  inquiry,  the  better  shall  I  like.it; 
and  I  most  reepectlhlly  request  that  it  may  embrace 
the  following  points:  Whether  any  sum>lies  were  ever 
demanded  by  me  of  the  contracton,  Orr  and  Greely, 
which  were  not  called  for  by  the  state  of  the  army,  and 
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warranted  by  the  oonditiom  of  their  contract.  Whether 
any  injastice  wai  done  to  the  said  Orr  and  Greelj,  by 
anj  order  given  bj  me  to  the  purchaaing  or  special 
oommiMariea  of  the  Army.  Whether  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  any  sentiment  of  hostility  exbted  in  my 
mind  towards  the  said  contractors,  and  which  operated 
injorioosly  to  their  interests,  either  by  forcing  them  to 
do  what  was  unnecessary,  or  withholding  (irom  them 
anything  that  they  had  a  right  to  claim.  Whether 
there  is  any  reason  to  believe  tlkat  any  connexion  (other 
than  that  which  the  relations  of  our  commissions  ne^ 
oe«ariIy  produced)  existed  between  myself  and  any  of 
the  staff  officers  of  the  Army.  And,  generally,  what- 
ever relates  to  the  expenditure  of  public  money  for  the 
-support  of  the  Northwestern  army,  as  far  as  I  may 
have  been  concerned. 

These  points  will  embrace  everything  that  any  imt 
a  military  tribunal  is  competent  to  decide.  The  inqubry 
will,  I  trust,  produce  a  perfect  conviction  that  the 
measures  which  were  adopted  were  those  alone  by 
which  the  subsistence  of  the  Army  could  have  been 
ascertained. 

I  have  forwarded  to  the  Representative  of  the  district 
in  which  I  live,  a  number  of  original  documents,  with 
an  explanatory  statement  These,  together  with  the 
testimony  of  Oolonel  Morrison,  late  quartermaster  gen- 
eral, and  Mr.  Piatt,  late  purchasing  commissary,  both 
of  whom  wilt  be  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  will  Air- 
ntsh  every  information  necessary  to  my  vindication. 

With  the  highest  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

WM.  HisNRY  HARRISON, 
Late  Major  General  in  the  U.  S,  Army* 
Honorable  SrxAKxa 

of  the  House  of  Jtepreaentativee, 

ALLEGED  DEFALCATION. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
^  from  William  Simmons,  late  Accountant  of  the 
War  Department,  staling  certain  defalcations 
and  misapplications  of  public  moneys  by  Colonel 
James  Thomas,  late  a  Q.uartermaster  General  ip 
the  Army;  also  certain  alleged  improper  reduc- 
tions by  the  Treasury  officers,  of  the  amount  due 
by  Colonel  Thomas  to  the  Governments  and  a 
belief  that  all  was  not  fair,  which  had  preventeid 
the  prompt  communication  of  the  information 
called  for  b]r  tbe  House  from  the  President  on 
the  tenth  ultimo. 

Mr.  McKee  moved  that  the  letter  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  with  power  to  send  for  per- 
aons  and  papers. 

This  motion  produced  a  debate  of  considerable 
scope  and  duration.  Mr.  Forsyth  moved  that 
the  letter  he  laid  on  the  table,  in  which  he  was 
supported  by  Messrs,  Wright,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, and  Alexander;  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
MoKee,  Sbeffet,  Stanfoxid,  Grosvenor,  Pit- 
kin, and  HuLBERT. 

'the  debate  was  confined  chiefly  to  the  charac- 
ter and  motives  of  Mr.  Simmons,  the  character 
of  Colonel  Thomas,  ^.  It  was  argued  in  favor 
of  laying  the  letter  oq  the  table,  that  informa- 
tion on  this  subject  had  already  been  called  for 
from  the  proper  Department  by  a  resolution  of 
this  House,  which  was  hourly  expected,  and  then 
€0ald  be  properly  acted  on ;  that  the  letter  itself 


was  couched  in  indecoroua  and  insolent  terms, 
and  was  not  entitled  to  any  respect;  that  it  was 
improper  to  countenance  individuals  in  brini^iog 
their  private  quarrels  and  venting  their  spleen 
before  Congress ;  that  from  the  character  of  the 
writer  his  statement  ought  not  to  be  receired  as 
true  on  his  single  evidence ;  and  the  reference  to  a 
committee  of  such  statemeois  so  introduced  would 
invite  a  repetition  of  such  communications ;  and 
that  the  power  to  send  for  nersonx  and  papers  wai 
too  great  lo  be  lightly  gratfted,  ^. 

In  favor  of  referring  the  letter  to  a  select  coift- 
mittee,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiry,  it  was  argued— 
that  every  person  who  came  before  the  House  on 
a  public  concern,  was  entitled  to  a  bearing ;  that 
an  inquiry  at  a  former  session  bad  disclosed  fraud 
in  the  individual  accused  by  Mr.  Simmons,  and 
gave  color  to  the  charges  now  made  in  the  let- 
ter; that  everything  calculated  to  awaken  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  subject  so  important 
was  salutary  and  ought  to  be  listened  to ;  that 
the  letter  contained  nothing  offensive  lo  decorum; 
that  the  character  of  Mr.  Simmons  merited  no 
disrespect,  and  that  the  character  of  Colonel  Tho^ 
mas  himself  required  the  reference,  4m;. 

On  these  poipts  the  debate  was  very  diffuse ; 
and  after  it  had  continued  about  two  hours, 

On  motion  of  Mr»  McKbe,  a  resolution  was 
agreed  to,  creating  a  committee  of  five  membera 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  accounts  rendered 
apd  settled  by  James  Thomas,  late  a  Depvtf 
Quarter  master,  and  also  to  eiamioe  all  accounts 
connected  therewith,'  and  that  said  committee 
have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  McKbb,  Mr.  Sbeppet,  Mr.  Hall,  Mr. 
GoLD8BORonoH,and  Mr.  Savage,  were  appuioted 
the  said  committee. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  Bank  bill. 

The  House  successiveljr  concurred  in  the 
amendmeots  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
without  objection,  until  it  reached  that  which 
substituted  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars  as  the  sec- 
ond cash  instalment  to  the  bank,  instead  of  five. 

Mr.  Calhoun  repeated  the  objections  that  he 
made  in  the  committee  to  this  amendment,  and 
moved  that  the  House  disagree  thereto,  with  the 
view  hereafter  of  making  the  sum  ten  dollars. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, in  justification  of  the  amendment;  it  was 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  that  amendment 
of  the  committee  which  restrained  the  Govern- 
ment from  appointiog  more  than  three  of  the 
directors  from  any  one  State. 

This  amendment  was  objected  to  in  a  few 
words  by  Mr.  Talfair,  and  opposed  also  by  Mr. 
Robertson  at  some  length,  who  wished  the 
clause  restored  to  its  original  state. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland, in  favor  of  the  amendment,  it  was  coa- 
curred  in. 

The  next  amendment  considered,  was  that 
which  added  the  word  **  native"  to  a  elaiise  of 
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the  bill,  and  thereby  excladed  from  the  direetioo 
nataralized  citizen*. 

Mr.  Calbouii  opposed  the  adoption  of  this 
ameodment,  on  the  ground  formerly  stated ;  and 
BAr.  Randolph  again  adroeated  it  in  a  short 
speech;  when 

•The  decision  of  the  committee  was  reversed, 
and  the  word  ''nattve"  rejected — ayes  44,  noes  67. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WBBsrnR,  the  bill  was  then 
so  amended,  after  a  short  discussion,  in  which 
Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  opposed  the  motion*  as 
to  make  it  equally  compulsory  and  penal  on  the 
bank  to  pay  its  deposites  in  specie,  as  its  notes  or 

bills. 

When  the  House  arrired  at  the  amendment 
providing  sanctions  for  compelling  the  bank  to 
perform  iu  engagements — 

Mr.  Waiarr  made  a  motion  substantially  to 

strike  out  the  clause  which  makes  the  charter 

forfeitable,  in  case  of  the  non-payment  of  specie, 

.and  thereby  leave  only  the  penalty  of  paying  ten 

per  cent,  on  their  notes  if  not  so  paid. 

A  debate  commenced  on  this  motion,  which 
continued  until  near  5  o'clock,  without  a  decision, 
when  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  March  12. 

Mr.  Clopton  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  Richmond,  in  Virginia, 
praying  that,  if  the  National  Bank  should  be  es- 
tablished, a  branch  thereof  may  be  fized  in  the 
said  city.— Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LowNDCs,  Uom  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage  and  to  provide  suitable 
buildings  for  transacting  the  business  of  the  cus- 
toms ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  upon  the  subject  of3e venue. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
*'reIating.to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  without 
amendment)"  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Mew  York,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  makins  provi- 
sion by  law.  for  the  renewal  of  defaced  Treasury 
notes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Comstook,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  in- 
structed to  Inqoheinto  the  propriety  of  augment- 
ing the  pensions  allowed  by  law  to  those  private 
soldiers  who  have  sufiered  the  amputation  of 
either  of  their  arms  or  legs,  by  reason  of  wounds 
received  in  the  service  during  the  late  war. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  21st  ultimo,  re- 
specting the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  several 
of  the  States  to  reimbursement  of  moneys  ex- 
pended by  them  in  calling  out  and  supporting 
militia  without  the  sanction  of  the  Qeneral  Gov* 
ernment ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 

the  table. 
An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  <'A&  act  for  the  re- 


lief of  John  T.  Wirt,**  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  *'  providing 
for  the  publication  of  the  decisions  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States ;"  also  a  bill 
*<  concerning  the  Library  of  Congress ;"  in  which 
bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
being  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  National  Bank  bill.  The  motion  to  strike 
out  that  part  of  an  amendment  reported  by  the 
Committee,  which  makes  the  charter  forfeitable 
for  non-payment  of  its  notes  in  specie,  being  still 
under  consideration — 

Mr.  Calhoon  supported  the  motion  to  amend 
the  amendment.  It  was  with  much  reluctance, 
Mr.  C.  said,  that  he  opposed  any  provision  which 
the  House  had  deemed  necesMiry  to  perfect  the 
bill ;  but  in  the  present  instance  he  was  compelled 
to  make  an  objection.  The  fundamental  charac- 
ter of  this  bank  was,  that  it  should  pay  its  notes 
in  gold  or  silver  coin,  and  a  sufficient  penalty  was 
provided  to  effect  that  end.  It  is  a  good  rule  in 
law,  said  Mr.  C,  that  where  you  attach  a  sepa- 
rate penalty  to  a  particular  violation  of  a  law, 
you  weaken  the  general  penaltv;  and,  as  he 
thought  the  general  penalty  would  attach  in  the 
case  without  this  special  provi«ion,  which  would, 
therefore,  weaken  the  general  sanctions  of  the 
bill,  he  hoped  it  would  be  stricken  out. 

The  motion  to  amend  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  the  Committee,  by  making  the  in- 
terest demandable  on  the  notes  of  the  bank,  in 
case  of  refusal  to  pay  specie,  twenty  per  cent,  in- 
stead of  ten. 

Mr.  Calhoun  repeated  the  reluctance  with 
which  he  objected  to  any  motion  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  gentleman  who  made  it,  would  im- 
prove the  bill ;  but  he  thought  that  even  the  pro- 
priety of  ten  per  cent,  contemplated  by  the  bill 
was  very  questionable,  as  he  doubted  whether 
that  provision  might  not  produce  combinations 
against  the  bank,  which  were  so  anxiously  guard- 
ed against.  Every  man  acquainted  with  the  sub- 
ject knows,  that  no  bank  can  at  all  times  possess 
the  means  of  meeting  a  general  run  upon  it;  and 
he  submitted  it  to  the  House,  whether  such  a 
provision  as  was  now  proposed  would  not  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  institution,  by  inviting  a  run  upon 
it,  and  thereby  producing  a  suspension  of  pay- 
ment. He  admitted  that  it  was  all-important  to 
the  benefit  anticipated  from  the  bank,  that  it 
should  pav  its  notes,  at  all  times,  in  specie ;  and 
he  thought  that  end  already  secured  by  other 
sanctions  sufficiently  guarded.  This  bank,  said 
Mr.  C,  is  no  more  than  a  part  of  the  commercial 
community  in  which  It  is  established,  and  any 
embarrassment  of  the  bank  must  press  also  on  the 
whole  commercial  community ;  that  community 
would  be  the  first  to  give  way  in  such  a  case,  and 
this  would  produce  a  run  on  the  bank,  and  coaa- 
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pel  the  stoppage  of  payment.  If  Ihe  «0eil«yBent 
would  produce  a  greater  certainty  of  specie  pay- 
ineDte,  it  migbl  be  proper;  bat  belteTing  ihat  it 
might  defeat  its  own  object,  and  produce  that 
which  it  was  intended  to  guard  against,  be 
thought  it  dangerous. 

Mr.  W^BD,  of  Massaehusetrs,  was  in  favor  of 
the  amendment.  He  thoi^fht  Mr.  Cauboon  had 
overrated  the  mischiefs  which  might  possibly  en- 
sue from  its  adoption.  Mr.  W.  &lie?ed  that  no 
person  would  resort  to  the  penalty,  unleas  where 
the  baok  might  exceed  a  temporary  refusal  to 
pay  its  notes.  If  the  bank  dedined  payment  for 
a  short  time  only,  there  was  no  person  who  would 
peremptorily  go  to  law  for  the  penalty,  and  there 
was  no  danger  of  the  combination  predicted.  It 
was  his  opinion  that  the  provision  would  be  ben- 
eficial to  the  bank,  by  theoharaoter  it  would  give 
it  as  a  specie  bank,  the  superior  coase^aenoe 
which  it  would  of  course  possess  throoghont  the 
oountry^  and  the  great  business  it  would  oonse- 
'quently^be  enabled  to  do. 

Mr.  jEUmdoi^fb  said,  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
deman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  CaLseoM,) 
was  a  very  powerful  objection  to  ihie  prinoiple  of 
^e  bill,  but  none  against  the  amendment;  it  was 
an  argument  which  he  had  been  keeping  in  re- 
serve for  another  stage  of  the  bill.  He  had  no 
objection  to  take  fifteen  per  cent,  as  the  penalty, 
but  he  preferred  twenty  for  another  reason.  The 
'flagitious  conduct  of  the  banks  for  some  time 
back,  had  proven  that  they  c<Hild  HMike  ten  per 
cent,  more  than  their  fair  profits;  and  his  object 
was  to  make  the  damages  surpass  any  profits  the 
'bank  could  make  by  rousing  to  pay  specie.  We 
ought,  he^  said,  to  remember  certain  snrplnsses 
which  the*  banks  on  particular  occasions  distrib- 
uted,' in  addition  to  the  declared  dividends,  and  it 
was  proper  in  this  case  to  guard  against  4>eettla- 
tion  of  this  kind.  All  baDking  institutions  were 
aUke  in  their  desire  to  swell  their  profits  to  the 
greatest  eitent,  howsoever  correct  and  virtuous 
the  directors  might  be  in  thei»  private  oharactefs; 
und  he  would  goard  against  «very  public  robber 
of  every  grade,  whether  he  be  a  Qovernor  C3ene- 
lal  of  India  or  a  Bsgshot  highwayman.  He  would 

J  rat  it  out  of  the  power  of  this  bank  to  commit 
rauds  on  tbe  community,  without  ruin  to  itself. 
Let  (he  penalty  be  ample,  said  Mr.  R. ;  make  tbe 
bank  a  good  one,  and  there  is  no  danger  of  their 
beioff  unable  always  to  pay  specie. 

The  question  on  mafciog  the  penalty  twenty 
instead  of  ten  per  cent,  was  then  negatived. 

The  Houf  e  then  proceeded  with  the  remaining 
amendments  of  the  Comiuittee  of  the  Whole; 
the  consideradoa  and  decision  on  which  having 
been  completed — 

Mr.  CAttBOUN  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  fix- 
ing the  amount  of  the  second  cash  payment  at 
|ilO  instead  of  $5,  as  it  stood  in  the  bill  This  be- 
ing agreed  to,  ana  some  other  minor  motions  be- 
ing disposed  of— . 

Mr.  Wbbstsr  moved  to  amend  the  clause 
which  declares  that  the  bank  may  sue  and  be 
uued  '*  in  all  courts  whatsoever,"  by  designating 
tlM  State  courts. 


Mr.  Hall  asked,  if  H  would  be  not  better,  be- 
fore this  motion  was  acted  on,  to  ioqoJre  a  Htlle 
whether  Coogiess  have  the  powct  to  grant  juris- 
diction to  the  State  coutis,  whteb,  in  some  eases, 
they  bad  refused  toekereise,  be  tboogbt  properfy, 
and  the  constitutionality  of  which  was  verf 
doubtful. 

Mr.  WkwrsR  said,  ihe  question  was  an  Im- 
portant one ;  but  this  #as  not  the  first  time  Obn- 
gress  had  legislated  on  it,  though  the  courts  tif 
¥ifgtttia  hai  resisted  their  jurisdiction.  With- 
out, however,  diseusstug  the  question  at  present, 
Mr.  W.  said,  the  bill  was  just  as  objeetionableus 
it  stood,  because  it  gave  the  baok  the  power  to 
appear  in  ^'all  courts  whatsoever." 

After  some  further  discussion  between  Mesws. 
Calhoun,  Wrigbt,  Wicub,  and  Qrobvbhou,  on 
the  propriety  of  granting  jurisdiction  to  theBtate 
courts  specifioally,  the  ^estioo  was  taken,  uofi 
the  umendment  adopted. 

Mr.  Root  then  veneviwd  ihe  motion  he  huduu- 
successfullf  made  in  Commktee  of  the  Wbote, 
to  reduce  the  rate  at  which  six  per  cent,  sroek  is 
to  be  received  in  subscriptioos  to  the  bank,  fifoiSk 
par  to  ninety  per  cent.  Mv.  R.  repeated  brl^§)r 
his  reasons  for  the  motion,  and  Mr.  Calhoun  bis 
objections  to  it;  when,  after  some  remarks  in 
support  of  it  by  Mr.  Rtnta,  the  question  wua 
taken,  and  decided  in  fke  ntgativc-^yeaa  34^  mays 
106.  as  follows: 


Ymtm  Mail.  MgUto^  Mttr,  Bennett,  B^tts,  BM- 
eaU,  Brocfei,  BumaMs»  OiMwell,  CbappeU,  Clepioa. 
Comstock»  Crmwibrd,  Gnekolon»  Barlington,  Desia» 
Habn,  HaU»  Hsomond,  Hawos»  Lyk,  Mayrsnt,  Mo- 
Lean  of  OhiSft  fiosS,  Roai,  fi«fi«e.  Bauth  of  TirgiBis* 
Soatbaid,  filsnlbr^  Thrs^  TovMMsnd,  WaUaai^ 
Ward  of  New  Yoik*  Whiteside,  and  Wilkaauk 

Nats— Messis.  AJaaandsr,  Athetton,  Bser,  Bar- 
boor,  Bsssettf  Blonnt,  Bes^  Bradbuiy,  Bnekemidge^ 
Gs^y*  Calhonn,  Csaoon,  Chaapion,  Cillsyy  Claike  of 
Noi&  Csrolinsa  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clendennin,  Con- 
diet,  Conner,  Cooper,  Crsjghton,  Colpeper,  Cuthbeit, 
Davenport,  Bdwsrds,  Forney,  Gsston,  uholson.  Gold, 
GoldidMrongh,  Oiiffin,  OrosvenoE,  Hale,  Hanson,  fiae- 
din,  Henderson,  Herbert,  Hopkiiison,  Hnlbert,  Huu- 
gerford,  Inghsin,  Irving  of  New  York,  Jewett,  Jobn- 
eon  of  Tisginis,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginis,  King  of  Mas- 
saebosetts,  King  of  North  Csrolins,  Langdon,  Law, 
Lewis,  Love,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lnatpkin,  Lyon,  Maiah, 
Mason,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mll- 
dleton,  Milnor,  Mosm,  Moseley,  Murfrse,  Nelson  of 
MassachosBlts,  Newton,  Neycs^  Ormsby,  Pieksdug, 
Piper,  Pitkin,  Reed,  RobertsoD,  Buggk%  Bergasai^ 
Bbacpe,  Bosith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Matylaai, 
Steams,  Btroni^  fitoiges,  Tt«gart,  TaUmadge,  Tato, 
Taylor  of  New  York,  Tayknr  of  Beutl^  Caroiini^  Tel- 
fiur,  ThoaBas,yose,  Ward  of  Masoschusetts,  Websler, 
Wendover,  Wfaestoo,  Wilooz,  Wilder  WUkin,Thomw 
Wilson,  WiUiam  Wilson,  Woodward,  Wright,  Yan- 
cey, and  Yates. 

Mr.  Hall  then  moved  a  new  section  to  the 
bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  apply  the  bonus 
arising  to  the  Qovernment  from  the  iaeorpocu- 
tion  of  the  bank  to  the  internal  improvement  of 
the  country  ;  and  to  avoid  anv  contention  about 
the  part  ot  the  country  in  which  to  commence 
the  work|  Mr.  H.  said  he  wonid  leave  that  to  the 
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decision  of  a  fatUM  Congress.  The  -iMnuS)  he| 
thought,  would  afford  from  year  to  xearw  looch 
as  could  be  easily  employed|  and  by  i4ie  end  of 
twenty  years,  when  the  charter  would  expire,  the 
proceeds  would  have  accomplished  every  object 
of  improvement  which  would  be  proper  fur  the 
^tteral  6K)vernment  to  attempt. 

Mr.  CALBotn  declared  bis  approbation  o(  the 
dt^ict^  W  feared  the  adoption  of  the-amendmeot 
migbt  drive  off  soma  who  would  otherwise  jap- 
|K)rt  the  bill.  Uafortunately  for  us,  he  aaild, 
Ibere  was  not  a  ttaanimoas  feetiof  in  iavor  of 
imamal  impfovemeat^  some  believing  fb<i«  not 
Ihe  pmper  thne  to  coaRneaae  ihat  worii ;  ^and 
fvaib  a  provision  aaight  defiriva  ibe  bill  oftoaM 
Moods,  w»biob  lA  preaetit- was  t-be  main  ob;^t  of 
4iaaolieit«dk. 

Mr.  flaiA.  4lioitgiit  tbk  tbia  wast  pMnvr  flio- 
^aMnx -iar  aoaMianeiiig  tthe  grcai  woA  of  inte^aa} 
teprovcnaai;  but  •»  be  thought  hia  tttneadnfeilt 
mtmM  draw  off  any  support  from  the  b^l,  be 
would  not  urge  it.  He  believed,  however,  it 
*#0o)d  prodcree  a  dHTereni  i^et;  and  would  jpiin 
IHandtf  for  rbe  bill,  who  otherwise  would  not  voi:e 
fcrr  it.  fihs  prindpal  reason  for  wishit^g^  to  pro- 
vide for  his  bl^eet  in  this  bill,  was  that  U  would 
Xben  be  sanction  ad  by  a  chftrt«r,  aod  noi  revo- 
oablf,  &e. 

Mr.  Qji«BvMiOA  bad  no  objeeiioo  to  ^be-ap- 
fitioaition  of 'Uie  bonus  in  the  way  pFe|)as«d,'b«t 
«a>4lis«|^pKNrad^f  pffoviding  for  the  ol^aol  in  ibis 
«bitt.  QoveinmaniHigbt  berealter  wtsb,  for  «ar 
.lioaa  fonsona,  to.gat  ndof  itaitock  ia  the  baat, 
taaic  wookl  be  pvecMted  A-omtdoh^  so,  if  ibis 
amendmeni  waa  adopMMl.  Theve  w«s  no  good 
season  for  attaching  it  to  this  bill,  because  if  a 
ffs^ritv  of  the  House  were,  as  be  hoped  they 
were,  friendly  to  internal  improvements,  they, 
eonld  act  on  the  subject  separately. 

Mr.  Wbioht  and  Mr.  Wildb  soccessively 
offered  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the  motion. 

The  amendment  was  rejected  by  a  oonsider- 
abie  majority. 

Mr.  CoHoioT  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by 
tnbstiiuting  '*  New  York"  for  ''  Philadelphia,"  in 
the  clause  which  fixed  the  location  of  tbe  bank. 
It  was,  Mr.  C.  remarked,  unnecessary  to  say  any- 
thing as  to  the  considerations  which  ought  to 
prevail  in  fixing  a  bank  for  commercial  porposes. 
He  would  merely  remark,  tbat  in  addition  to  tbe 
aoperior  commerce  of  New  York,  the  bank  in 
^at  city  would  serve  tbe  financial  purposes  of 
Ibe  Government,  as  well  as  it  could  at  PbiladeU 
phia.  In  the  latter  city  be  believed,  moreover, 
there  was  already  a  plenty  of  bank  oapital. 

Mr.  Calhoiki  observed  that  this  was  a  quear 
tion  on  which,  he  presumed,  all  had  made  op 
their  minds;  and  it  would  be  superfluous  to  say 
anything  on  it.  He  hoped,  however,  tbe  motion 
would  not  prevail.  The  old  Bank  or  the  United 
States  was  established  at  Philadelphia,  and  he 
would  jMrefer  that  city  for  the  present  institution. 
Mr.  Robertson  said  tbat  Mr.  CirLHOon'B  rea-i 
son  for  preferring  Philadelphia^,  if  it  bad  an/ 
weiffht  at  all}  operated  against  himself;  for  tbe 
old  Bank  baviag  been  fixed  in  Philadelphia,  wa4 


an  argument  for  placing  this  bank  in  some  other 
city,  that  the  benefits  might  not  be  given  to  one 
place  alone ;  besides,  if  the  bank  was  taken  from 
the  Seat  of  Qovernment,  to  place  it  in  a  more 
commercial  situation,  it  ought  to  be  fixed  in  tbat 
city  which^  was  most  commercial.  But  he  had 
another  objection  in  this  case  to  Phihidelphia, 
and,  with  him»  the  strongest  one;  this  was,  the 
hostility  of  the  Representatives  of  that  city  to 
the  bank  itself.  He  would  uot  consent  to  impose 
upon  a  place  an  institution  which  was  so  odiotts 
to  them.  dtc. 

Mr.  WriobtbIso  spake  in  favor  of  the  motion, 
and  incidentally  urged  the  high  claims  of  Balti- 
more and  of  Washington  ciiy. 

Mr.  CoMBTOCK  argued  in  favor  of  New  York, 
as  possessing  superior  commercial  advantages, 
and  the  propriety  of  selecting  that  city  for  a  bank 
intended  to  aid  commercial  activity. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  Philadelphia  and  in- 
sert New  York  was  then  daeided  in  the  affirma- 
tive :  For  the  motion  70,  against  it  M. 

Mr.  Atbbrton,  with  a  view  to  restrain  at- 
tempts to  speculate  in  the  stock  of  tbe  bank,  lu[ 
persons  subscribing  for  more  than  tbav  cow 
pay  foTi  and  selling  it  afterwards  at  an  advanoad 
price,  and  to  make  all  the  subscriptions  doBA^/iifc 
ones,  moved  substantially  to  amand  the  bill  by 
providing  that  in  apportioning  the  shares,  no  snn- 
soription  should  be  reduced  as  long  as  tbereiaas 
on  tbe  list  a  larger  subscription. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Suitb.  of  Mat^y- 
land,  who  thought  the  provision  would  be  iBBi- 
fectoal  and  was  unnecessary,  tbe  amendment  was 
adopted-»-ayes  67}  noes  43. 

Mr.  Matrant  offered  a  new  section  to  the  bill, 
tbe  ol(jectof  which  was  to  allow  the€ve  directors 
appointed  by  the  Qovernment  each  a  salary  of 
*^—  dollars,  and  to  prevent  their  obtaining  aof 
loan  or  accommodation  from  the  bank. 

In  support  of  his  proposition,  Mr.  M.  spoke  at 
some  length.  He  adverted  to  tbe  immense  funds 
of  the  Government  which  would  pass  throngb 
this  bank,  amounting  annually  to  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  millions,  exclusive  of  the  stock  owned 
therein  by  the  Qovernmetfrt.  Wa  were  entering 
into  partnership^  he  said,  with  persons  unknown 
to  us,  and  about  to  place  ia  their  baftds  iba  im*> 
mense  reveiKies  of  tbe  country.  It  was  iadispaah 
sable,  therefore,  tbat  the  Oovernment  should  not 
only  have  a  strong  influence  in  the  bank,  butita 
directors  ought  to  be  made  independent,  and,  as 
far  as  possilSe,  placed  beyond  the  temptation  of 
betray  mg  their  trusta ;  be  would  make  then  in- 
deed as  Independent  as  the  judges.  Mr.  M.  quoted 
examples  from  many  coontrlesin  fiuropa  to  prove 
the  necessity  of  giving  the  Gtoveroment  greater 
influence  in  the  rank,  which,  in  none  of  the  io- 
stanoes  be  eiied,  bad  ever  been  injurioits  to  tbe 
prosperity  of  those  institutions. 

Mr.  Calbooic  replied  tbat  his  colleagae's  ob- 
ject coold  not  be  effected  by  bis  amendmaot; 
because,  if  the  directors  were  precluded  from  bof- 
rowing  from  the  bank,  direciiy,  they  could  bor- 
row in  the  name  ana  tbro^gh  the  medium  of 
some  friend.    Mr.  C.  remarked,  further,  tbat  tlie 
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9b\%tj  offered  roost  be  rery  Urge  to  ioduee  a  com- 
mercial man  of  any  sCaadiog^  to  forego  the  bene- 
fits of  the  baok. 

Mr.  Mayrant  thought  a  salary  of  three  thoo- 
sand  dollars  would  be  a  sufficient  inducement  to 
men  well  qualified  for  the  direction,  to  relinouish 
the  privilege  of  borrowing  from  the  bank.  After 
some  further  obserrations,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, 

Mr.  Matrant's  motion  to  amend  the  bill  was 
ne^ratived,  without  a  division. 

The  only  remaining  motion,  meriting  particu- 
lar notice,  was  by  Mr.  Athbrton,  who  moved 
that  the  rate  at  which  the  3  per  cent,  stock  shall 
be  received  for  subscription,  shall  be  reduced 
from  65  to  50  per  cent. 

Some  debate  ensued  on  this  motion,  which 
had  not  concluded,  when  the  House  adjourned. 

Wbdnbsdat,  March  13. 

Mr.  Cbappbl.1.,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  a  report 
on  the  petition  of  Sarah  Baston  and  Dorothy 
Storer,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  C.  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy 
Blorer ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  further  to  extend  the 
judicial  system  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  '*  concerning  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress,"  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

I'he  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^*  providing  for  the 
publication  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,"  was  read  twice,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciarv. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  for  the  relief 
of  George  Rosaier,  and  others,*'  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House.    • 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  took  op  the  National  Bank  bill. 
Mr.  Atbbrton's  motion  to  make  the  rate  of  sub- 
scribing the  three  per  cent,  stock  "  fifty"  instead 
of  *' sixty -five,"  per  cent,  being  still  under  con- 
sideration, this  motion  was  ne||;atived;  and  Mr. 
A.  subsequently  moved  to  receive  the  three  per 
cent,  at  ^  sixty"  instead  of  "sixty*five"  per  cent., 
which  was  also  negatived — 88  to  55. 

Mr.  Clbndennin  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
of  yesterdav,  which  fixed  the  principal  bank  at 
the  city  of  New  York.  This  motion  produced  a 
debate  of  some  length  and  considerable  anima- 
tion. Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Wright 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  reconsideration,  and  inci- 
dteBtally  urged  the  claims  of  Baltimore  to  the 
possession  of  the  mother  bank.  Messrs.  Hopkin- 
06N,  Sbrobant,  Calboon,  Piokbrinq,  Rose,  and 
Irobam,  likewise  advocated  the  reconsideration, 
and  the  claims  of  Philadelphia;  those  whosooke 
«gainst  the  reconaidemtioa,  and  of  course  in  ravor 


of  New  tTork,  were  Messrs.  Cordict,  SodtbarD| 

R00T,TATL0R,0f  NewYork,ROBBRT80If,GRO«• 
VEROR,  QouDf  and  Hdlbert. 

The  question  was  finally  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative— yeas  81,  nays  65,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs*  Baer»  Baker»  Barbonr,  Bassett,  Bato- 
mau,  Blonnt,  Breckenrtdge,  Bomaide,  Calhoun,  Chap- 
pell,  Cilley,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Cooper,  Ciawfocd* 
Creighton,  Cathbert,  Darlington.  Desha,  Forney,  For- 
syth, Ghoisoot  Goldsbonmgh,  Goodwyn*  Griffin,  Hahii« 
Hale,  Hanson,  Hawea,  jQ[wbert»  Uopkinaon,  Huger^ 
Hnngerford,  Ingham,  Jewett,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  ffiog 
of  North  Carolina,  Lewis,  Love,  Lowndes,  Lampktii^ 
Lyle,  Maclay,  Mayrant,  MoCoj,  McKee,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleten,  Milnor,  Moon, 
Nelson  of  Va.,  Newton,  Pickene,  Pickering,  iiDkiiey« 
Piper,  Randolph,  Roes^  Sergeant,  ShttHPSf  Smith  af 
Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Va.,  Stan- 
ford, Taggart,  Tate,  Tanl^Tajlor  of  Sooth  Csroliaa, 
Telfair,  Tucker,  Vose,  Wallace,  Whiteside,  WUcej; 
WUde,  Thomas  Wilson,  WiUiam  Wiiaoa,  Woodwadl, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adgate,  Atherton,  Betts,  Bu-dsaU, 
Boss,  Bradbury,  Brown,  Cadj,  Ciddwell,  Cannon, 
Champion,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clark  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conner,  Croche- 
ron,  Colpeper,  Davenport,  Edwards,  Gaston,  Gold, 
Grosvenor,  Hammond,  Hardin,  Henderson.  Holbcvt, 
Irving  of  New  York,  Jc^nson  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Lang- 
don,  Law,  Lovett,  Lyon,  Marah,  Mason,  Moseley,  Mnr- 
free,  Nelaon  of  Maaeaehusetta,  Noyea,Ormsby,  Pllkin, 
Reed,  Robertson,  Root,  Rnggles,  Savage,  Bonthaid, 
Steams,  Strong,  Stnrgeo,  TaUmadge,  Taylor  of  New 
YoriL,  Thomas,  Throop,  Townaend,  Ward  of  Maasa^ 
chttsetts.  Ward  of  New  York,  Wendover,  Wheaton, 
Wilkin,  Wiiliama,  Willonghby,  and  Yatea. 

Mr.  Wriobt  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  Co 
substitute  Baltimore.  And  the  House  then  struck 
out  <<New  York,"  and  replaced  *' Philadelphia/' 

Mr.  Root,  after  observing  that  the  State  of 
New  York  possessed  a  considerable  portion  of 
United  States  three  ner  cent,  stock,  and  wishing,, 
as  the  Legislature  or  that  State  was  now  in  ses- 
sion, if  so  disposed,  to  subscribe  that  stock  in  the 
bank,  moved  to  insert  the  word  '^States,"  in  the 
clause  permitting  companies  or  corporations  to 
subscribe;' which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wriobt  moved  to  restore  to  Congress  Che 
power  of  increasing  the  capital  of  the  bank  to 
forty*five  millions— ^the  clause  which  granted  to 
Congress  the  power  of  increasing  the  capital  to 
fifty  millions  was  stricken  out,  it  will  be  recol- 
lected, in  Committee  of  the  Whole.]  Mr.  W. 
supported  hia  motion  with  a  variety  of  remarks 
on  the  impropriety  of  tying  up  the  hands  of  the 
Qovernmeot  for  twenty  years,  and 


it  by  charter  from  legislating  according  to  the 
growth  of  our  population,  the  want^  of  the  coun- 
try, &c.  He  concluded  by  requiring  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  refused ;  and  then  his  proposi- 
tion to  amend  the  bill  was  rejected,  only  nine  or 
ten  rising  in  its  favor. 

Some  other  motions,  not  requiring  partieulRr 
mention,  being  disposed  of—- 

Mr.  McLbait,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  renew  a 
motion  which  he  had  made  without  success  in 
Committee  of  the  Whde,  and  which  he  should 
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Dot  again  ofier,  if  he  did  not  conceive  (iiat  bis 
former  attempt  was  decided  under  au  incorrect 
Tiew  of  the  subject.  Mr.  McL.  then  moved  a 
eiaase  to  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  establishment  of 
a  branch  of  the  bank  in  any  State,  unless  such 
branch  should  be  accepted  by  a  law  of  the  State. 
Mr..  McL.  supported  his  proposition  at  some 
length;  showing,  by  facts,  the  injury  which 
anight  result  to  some  States  extensively  inter- 
ested in  their  own  banks,  by  forcing  a  branch  of 
the  National  Bank  upon  them.  This  was  the 
ease  in  Kentucky,  where  the  State  owned  a  great 
portion  of  the  stock  of  the  State  Bank,  which  was 
very  prosperous,  and  its  stocks  very  profitable; 
and,  Mr.  McL.  said,  he  was  unwilling  to  put  it  in 
the  power  of  anv  twenty-five  men  to  impose  upon 
that  State,  without  its  consent,  an  institution 
which  might  be  extremely  prejudicial  to  its  in- 
terests. 

Mr.  Calboun  replied  briefly,  that  this  motion 
appeared  to  involve  an  inquiry  into  the  Consti- 
Uitional  power  of  Congress  to  establish  banks  in 
the  States.  This  was  a  question  which  he  had 
wished  to  avoid  on  the  present  occasion,  and  he 
ahould  decline  saying  anything  on  it.  When  the 
necessity  arose  for  discussing  the  question,  he 
should  be  prepared  to  meet  it. 

Mr.  MoLbah'b  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Pitkin  then  proposed  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  entirely  the  provision  which  gives 
the  President  and  Senate  the  power  of  appointing 
ilve  of  the  directors,  and  thereby  leaving  the 
whole  direction  to  be  chosen  by  the  corporation. 

Mr.  P.went  into  a  general  investigation  of  this 
question,  the  argumenis  on  which  were  so  fully 
given  when  before  the  Committee.  In  support 
of  his  motion  he  said,  that,  with  all  the  interest 
of  the  Government  in  the  old  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  it  appointed  none  of  the  directors,  yet  there 
was  DO  complaint  ever  heard  of  the  public  con- 
cerns being  mismanaged  by  that  bank.  If  there 
was  no  necessity  for  exercising  the  power  in  that 
liank,  he  argued  there  was  none/or  it  in  the  pres- 
ent one.  Neither  the  safekeeping  of  its  deposites, 
DOT  the  care  of  Its  interest  in  the  bank,  required 
the  Gtoveroment  to  possess  the  power,  beeause 
there  would  necessarily  always  be  a  close  con- 
nexion between  ibe  bank  and  the  Government, 
Produced  by  the  strongest  of  motives-^interest. 
If  the  power,  then,  was  not  necessary  for  any  use- 
ful purpose^  ne  would  not  willingly  risk  any  dan- 
ger from  the  possibility  of  the  power  being  eon- 
▼t'rted  into  an  engine  of  oppression  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government.  He  argued,  that  it  was  prob- 
able but  few  directors  would  be  appointed  in 
Philadelphia  by  the  stockholders ;  that  seven  be- 
ing sufficient  to  do  business,  and  the  Government 
directors  being  always  on  the  spot,  they  might 
frequently  constitute  a  majority  of  the  board,  and 
be  able  to  wield  the  bank  as  they  pleased.  No 
man,  he  was  confident,  would  embaik  his  money 
in  a  banking  concern  when  one  of  the  partners 
had  the  absolute  appointment  of  one-fifth  of  the 
directors.  Mr.  P.  concluded  by  declaring  that,  if 
the  provision  objected  to  was  not  stricken  out,  he 
should  be  compelled  to  vote  againat  the  bill. 


Mr.  Calboub  rose,  not  to  argue  the  motioo^ 
because  it  had  been  fully  discussed  in  Commit- 
tee, but  only  to  express  his  regret  at  the  determi- 
nation declared  by  Mr.  PtTKiN.  He  was  aware 
that  great  difference  of  opinion  existed  on  this 
subject,  and  that  great  difficulties  must  be  en- 
countered in  maturing  its  details;  but  he  had  be- 
gan to  hope,  from  the  concessions  which  had  been 
made,  that  gentlemen  would  reconcile  their  va- 
rious views,  and  that  the  bill  would  survive  the 
conflicting  opinions  under  which  it  started,  it 
was,  therefore,  he  regretted  to  hear  Mr.  Pitkik 
declare  the  direction  a  Bine  qua  non  with  him. 

After  a  few  words  by  Mr.  Pitkin,  stating  that 
he  had  invariably  declared  in  conversation  that 
this  feature  was  with  him  a  tine  qua  non,  the 
question  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  54, 
nays  91,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Me«ri.  Atherton*  Baer,  Bos%  Bradbwy^ 
Brsckenridga,  Brown,  Csdy,  Champion,  Clayton, 
Cooper,  Gnlpepsr,  Davenport,  Gaston,  Gold,  Golda- 
boioogh,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Herbert,  Ho^iB- 
aon,  Hoger,  Hnlbert,  Jewett,  Kent,  Langdon,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyon,  Manh«  Mason,  McKae,  Milnor, 
Mosaley,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Noyes,  Pickering, 
Pitkin»  Randolph,  Reed,  Rnggies,  Sergeant,  Smith  of 
Penaqrlvanta,  Btanford,  Staanis,  Strong,  Stnrgesb  Tag** 
gartyTalUnadge,  TaU,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts. 
Wheaton,  and  Waeoz. 

Nats — ^Messis.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Baker,  Bar- 
boar,  Basastt,  Bateraan,  Betts,  Birdsall,  Blonnt,  Bom- 
side,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clarke  of 
North  Carolina,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clendennin,  Clop- 
ton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conner,  Crawlbrd,  Creightoo, 
Crocheron,  Cnthbert,  Darlington,  Desha,  Edwards^ 
Forney*  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Ooodwyn,  Griffin,  Hahn, 
Hall,  Hammond,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Hon- 
gerford,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Jackson,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Love,  Lowndes, 
Lumpkin,  Xyle,  Maclay,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohie^  Middleton,  Moore, 
Murfree,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Pinkney,  Piper, 
Robertson,  Root,  Savage,  Sharpe,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  Viiginia,  Southard,  Tanl,  Taylor  of  New 
York,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Thomas^ 
Throop,Town8eQd,  Tucker,  Wallaoe,  Ward  of  New 
York,  Ward  (rf  New  Jersey,  Wendover,  Whitesido, 
WiMe,  Wilkitts,  WiUiams,  WUIoughby,  Thomas  WU- 
son,  WilKam  Wilson,  Woodward,  Wright^  Yancey, 
and  Yates. 

Mr.  Pitkin  then  made  a  motion  to  reduce  the 
capital  of  the  bank  from  thirty-five  to  twenty 
milliona  of  dollars. 

This  motion  was  decided,  without  debate,  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  QoLDSBOROnoB,  after  a  few  remarks, 
moved  an  amendment  to  provide  that  if  the 
Qovernment  should  at  any  lime  sell  or  relinquish 
its  stock  in  the  bank,  it  should  then  cease  to  have 
the  appointment  of  any  part  of  the  directors; 
which  ndotion  was  also  negatived. 

After  rejecting  various  other  propositions  lo 
amend  the  biH,  among  which  was  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Wbbstbr  to  increase  the  value  of  the  sharaa 
to  four  hundred  dollars,  and  diminish  the  num- 
ber to  87,500,  the  question  was  taken  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  bo  engrossed,  and  read  a  thiril 
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Umai,  and  deoidM  ia  the  afikmativcH^yias  83, 
B»]r0  ^^9  *5  follows : 

YsAs-^MeMn,  Adgate^  Alexandar,  Atheiton,  Baer, 
BalMMii,  Bettf,  B«i%  Bfodlmiy,  Btowd,  Calbowi, 
Gamiw^  ChampioB,  Oluudl,  Cilkj,  Glwke  of  tfMlb 
Gafolina,  Oluk  of  Kentndcy,  Oloiukatiiii,  Coaifltodti 
OvikikU  Goniwr,  Craigiiloii,  Cioclurai»  Gntttoit, 
MwMdp»  Fonwj,  Foraytb*  Gkolooia,  QnNnrvwir, 
Hmnrcm  Hoodonoa,  Hugor,  HiiIbort»H«Bgiifiird»  faig^ 
liMp»  ^'^f.  ^  ^^"^  York«  JoofcjWQ,  J«woM«  Kerr  of 
1^giiii«»  KoDg  of  North  CMotiai^  Laii8d9iw  Lom^ 
Iioijaidfs,  Lvmikkia,  MocUy,  Mmob,  McOoj^  McKte, 
Middloton,  Mooire,  Moselej)  Moifioe,  Nolaoa  of  Ma»> 
•ackoietU,  Noycs,  PkikenOf  PiBknejtPinervRobciytfon, 
Sbarpe,  Smith  of  MaryUad,  Smith  of  vivginiaf  South- 
ard* Sturges,  TatU,  Taylor  of  New  York.  Taylor  of 
South  Carolina,  Tidfair,  Thomas,  Throop,TowBiMBd, 
Ttocker,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wendover,  Wheaton, 
WUde,  Wilkins,  Williams,  WUloaghhy,  Wiliiam  Wil- 
S9B|  Wood^wnl,  Wright,  Yaoosf ,  and  Yates. 

li»as  Maaaw  Baker*  Barbooiv  BasMtt»  BlMat^ 
BMstonnd^e,  Bwaside,  GmAft  Caldiivll,  Cta||^Mi» 
Qlat$Mh  Coapis  Onmlhid,  Cttlpipa»»  DvUmi^mt 
B^pMoiiastt  Badiay  QastOtH  Gold,  OoldohowiwIlvOeod' 
Hahn,  Haio,  Hall,  Haason,  Ha#diai  ItebiN^ 


HajMasrw,  Johaaoa  of  Vummm,  Kent^  hwrn^Umm, 
hoimt  Lyloi  Lyoai  Uton,   Mairniat^  MoLeaa  of 


Koatodgv  MoLms  of  Ohio,  Milaor,  Na«vtMi» 
19«  Fkknmgf  Pithai,  Randolph,  K«mL  Boo^  Ami, 
Roggleis  Sergeant,  Savag^,  Smith  of  reansylwaiia, 
fillMload*  Stearas,  Stiang,  TaUiiMdgf»  Vcaa,  WttUaoe^ 
MM  of  MMfiwhNi«tta>  WelMia^  WhUwuhi.  aad 
Witoaia. 

The  SpiacBR  laid  before  the  Houoe  two  Mes- 
fltgea  from  the  Presvdeot  of  the  United  States, 
one  eneloaing  the  docttmeiKs  respeetiog  the  pub- 
lic aceoants  of  Colonel  Jamea  Thomas,  calied 
foe  by  the  Hpase;  and  the  other  a  report  respect- 
ing the  CumberlaQd  road ;  which  being  severalty 
felerred,  the  House  adjauroed. 
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TauftsoAY^  March  14. 

Mri  MaLsaifi  ef  Ohio,  pfsaenteil  a  resolviioB 
afithaOsMml  Assesahly  of  tin  Stale  of  Ohio, 
fe^eslidg  that  oaeasarea  may  hie  taken  for  defi^ 
alagthe  tegsl  emfMiition  of  the  oonflioiiog  claims 
le^an  exelusite  tise  of  the  la4e  impravemeats  on 
steamboat  nsTigation,  and  whether  reeen<  im- 
profements  made  to  a  discovery  that  has  long 
been«in  use  can  entitle  the  discoverer  to > the  ben- 
efit of  a  patent  agreeahlf  to  the  Coostitutioa  of 
the  United  States. — Referred  to  the  CooHaittee 
aathe  Jodleiary. 

Mr.  Creiohtor,  froni  the  Committee  on  ths 
Fablie  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  Crawford  and  Frederick  Bates ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to»morrow. 

Mn  Sbrobaivt,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  fur  altering  the  times  of 
holding  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Vermont ;  whioh  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  MioDLBTOM,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  **tn 


addition  to  an  act  in  relation  to  the  navy  peiMitm 
fund,"  without  smendmeot;  and  the  bill  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SrsACBR  laid  before  the  House  a  soppit^ 
aiental  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  i«la- 
ttoB  to  invalid  pensions;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Peneions  and  Revolutionarf 
Cisims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  **  for  the  feltet  of 
George  Rossier,  and  others,"  was  read  twieei 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
lieana. 

MONUMENT  TQ  WABHINGTON. 

Mr.  Uoosft,  from  the  joint  committee  appoiati- 
ed  OB  the  16th  ultimo,  respeeiing  the  remains  efi 
the  late  General  QnoaoB  WABmmaroK^  nrnde  a 
report  containing  joint  rgsolmions  provtding  iar 
the  erection  of  a  monument  to  commemorats 
the  virtues  of  Gaobob  WaBBiMOMiif;  which 
.were  read,  aad  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Saturday  next.  The  repoiclB 
as  follows : 

That  they  have  caveiiilly  aad  atleati«el|yezaauBeil 
into  ths  enhjeot  aibind  tothsm^  and  anhmit  to  Che 
MoshlMtiwaof  their  isspssiiTB  Ueoasethe  laUswiai 
resolations : 

ttnmokd,  That»  in  paiaaaaes  of  the  msolalM  «f 
Congress  of  the  34th  of  Decenber*  1789»  a  laMMe 
monument  be  erected  by  the  United  States  ta  osm^ 
memorste  the  militaiy,  poUticalt  and  psiiata  virtaaaaf 
Gaoaea  WAsaxaaTOii* 

That  the  receptade  Ibr  his  remaiaa  be  prepazod.ia 
the  foundation  of  the  Capi^l,  and  that  the  monumeili 
bo  placed  over  the  same^  and  ia  the  centre  of  tho|piBll 
hall  of  the  Capitol. 

That,  on  the  fbar  sides  of  the  monument,  he  he 
represented— 

As  the  defender  of  his  country  agaiast  the  neaclk 
and  Indianain  Ike  war  hefbra4he  Reveiution. 

AaShepiotectevof  her  righu  agawt  British^iaea- 
sisMk  and  the  Oaptain  of  her  Armisa  in  the- war  Of 


Ab: the  flfsl.Pvssidaat  el  tbst  Uaihid4tBtee<wiaslr 
sMoislertn^the  paWi*  sffMi  dunaieighkyaamaC 
pease,  olher  astipna  haing  aastgidia:  wbi. 

Aa  a  privale  oUiasa  velBataiilf.  retired  fimm^p^Hli 
offio^  and  engaged  ia  -the  cwplimai^  ef  agiisaltanw 

And  be  tr  J&Mer  reaoMt  That  the  Pseaideot  or 
the  United  Sts^  hs»  and  is  hembgr»  authorised  t» 
take  measuras  to  cany  the.  leracoi|t|(  leeolutioa  iais 
a^ecuHon. 

If  MmNAL  BAMK. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  aahsorihers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  was  read  a  third  iiaie$ 
and  the  question  stated  on  the  passage  of  the  hili 

Mr.  WBBBTBit  rose  to  oppose  tt^  declaring  that 
he  had  long  held,  and  still  conttnaed  to  hold^  the 
opinion  that  a  bank  formed  upon  proper  prioet- 
ples  would  be  good  for  the  country,  and  as  a  proof 
of  his  sincerity,  he  expressed  his  wish  that  the 
House,  by  agreeing  toairikeout  the  objecttooable 
part  of  the  bill,  would  justify  him  in  agreeing  to 
the  present  one.  He  said,  he  had  two  objections 
to  the  hiH^  rha  firsii  the  onnecessary  magaitude 


inn 


msaomr  o^ootnmmaa. 


nu 


V^mn,lBiA, 


H:  OP  R. 


S3= 


of  the  capital ;  the  otbcr,  the  veB^a;  QoverDinent 
with  the  apppintmeot  of  fiiw  of  the  Uireetors.  Of 
the  tot,  be  sai4,  that  it  wu  uopfeoedejited ;  tuoh 
a  capital  had  never  in  way  eoiiDtry  been  gives  to 
aay  baak.  and  he  eoaaidered  that  alone  as  suffi* 
ctent  oawie  for  rejecting  the  bill,  oolets  its  advo* 
eates  eoald  demonatrate  that  it  waa  necessary. 
Besides,  the  object  of  the  bill  being  to  restore  the 
currency  of  the  coaotry  to  a  proper  eoodition,  the 
remedy  necessary  was  not  one  to  work  fhr  hence ; 
it:  miist  be  speedy,  for  which  this  capital  would 
QOft  answer,  as  it  was  to  come  in,  only  in  rever- 
sion;  it  was  unalienable,  either  this  year  or  in 
the  nest:  and  he  challenged  gentlemen  to  show 
thet  the  magnitude  of  the  capiul  bad  any  neces* 
sary  connexion  with  the  great  object  of  the  bill. 
Besides,  he  contended  tlwt  great  daajrer  was  to 
be  apprehended  from  a  large  capital.  He  remind* 
ed  tM  House  that  the  very  gentlemen  who  were 
the  advoi  ales  of  this  eapltaL  were  tjie  same  who 
opposed  the  old  United  States  Bank,  upon  the 

8 rounds  that  it  would  introduce  great  foreign  ia> 
oence ;  and  insisted  that  Jay's  Treaty  was  car- 
ried by  iU  Yet  the  capital  of  that  bank  was  ten 
millions  only— how  then  could  they  now  insist 
mion. a  capital  of  thirty*fivo  miltionel  If  then' 
ebere  was  danger  in  one.  there  was,  of  course, 
great  danger  in  the  other.  The  worst  feature  in 
this  capital  he  considered  to  be  itscoanesion  with 
the  influence  given  to  Government  over  thedi* 
rectioQ  of  the  bank ;  and  to  throw  a  light  upon 
bis  intention,  he  said,  tbat  if  any  menus  could  be 
adopted  to  take  security  against  that  undue  in* 
fioence,  he  would  even  now  vote  for  the  bill. 
TlMt,  to  be  useful,  a  bank  must  be  independent 
of  Qovernment,  had  loa|f  been  a  maatm — ^in  our 
own  country  that  maxim  was  first  established 
b^  the  report  of  Hamilton,  and  was  ratified  by 
Washington,  and  the  existence  and  coaduct  of 
the  United  States  Bank  for  twentyofive  years 
oonfiraaedand  proved  the  correctness  of  the  opin- 
ion. What,  be  asked,  could  be  the  object  of  the 
prof  ision  ?  Gentlemen  said  it  was  nol  to  control 
the  bank — and  in  sayiqg  so,  he  contended  thai 
they  gave  up  the  argument ;  for,  as  to  all  neces- 
sary knowledge  of  the  traasactloas  of  the  bank 
that  was  sufficiently  provided  for  by  another  pro- 
vision of  the  bill.  But  if  not  for  the  purpose  of 
exercisiog  ao  undue  inflfueoce  in  Qovernmeut 
os«ff  ihn  directors,  he  asked,  what  eoald  they, 
want  it  foe.  Mr.  W*  spoke  at  coasidef able  length. 
Mr.  Gaoavaif  OB  supported  the  bill,  and  insisted 
that  the  powor  of  appointing  directors  oou4d 
not  give  to  Gbvernment  the  infioenco  which  Mr. 
Wbbstbb  apprehended.  Whatever  inftoeace 
those  directors  created  could  ooly  be  exercised'by 
being  backed  with  the  depositee  of  Government- 
take  away  those  deposites  and  the  directors  were 
nothiog«-lbr  they  had  Itb  control  but  by  the  in- 
fluence of  the  deposites.  As  to  the  amount  of 
capital  he  never  thought  it  an  objection  ;  lor,  in 
order  to  encounter  the  obnoxious  bunks,  it  would 
be  necessary  for  the  National  Bank  to  have  a 
proud  and  commandioj^  capital ;  and  if  it  were 
true,  as  Mr.  Wbbstbb  himself  had  said,  that  more 
of  active  capital  than  seven  milliona  could  not  be 


brought  into^  us^the  rest  would  be  inoperatiTC 
and  harmless.  Voir  his  own  part  Mr.  G.  should 
not  be  afraid  of  a  capital  of  a  hundred  miHions ; 
for  he  should  deprecate-  as  moeh  as  Mr.  Wbb- 
ama  a  real  Government  bank,  because  it  would" 
not  answer  the  object  for  which  this  was  intend- 
ed-^or  which  purpose  it  must  be  enttrelv  inde* 
pendent;  and  be  endeavored  to  prove,  oy  the 
state  of  the  New  York  banks,  that  the  Gbvern- 
ment  having  a  share  in  the  direction  was  perfectly 
innocuous. 

Mn  HuLBBRT  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CanT  spoke  as  follows: 

Mn  Speaker :  It  has  been  said,  that  the  greatest 
evil  witli  which  our  country  is  now  afllicted, 
arises  from  the  conduct  of  the  State  banks  in  re- 
fusing to  pay  their  debts;  and  that  the  hope  of 
gain  will  deter  them  for  ever  resuming  a  correct 
course  of  conduct,  unless  the  Government  shall 
compel  them  to  redeem  their  bills  in  specie. 
And  sir,  the  friends  of  the  bill  upon  3rour  table 
insist  that  it  will  furnish  a  remedy  for  the  evil 
which  threatens  ruin  to  our  country;  that  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  that  bill  should  become 
a  law  in  order  to  enable  the  Government  to  coerce 
the  State  banks  to  alter  their  conduct.    But,  sir, 
wkftt  security  have  we  that  this  great  National 
•Bank  with  a  capital  of  thirty-flve  millions  of  dol- 
lars will,  if  ineorporatedf  be  an  engine  in  the 
liands  of  the  Government,  by  which  the  State 
banks  can  be  chastised  for  their  past  transgres- 
sions, and  hereafter  be  constrained  to  pursue  a 
different  course?    What  security  have  we  that 
the  National  Bank  will  not  pursue  the  same  con- 
duct of  which  we  complain  in  the  State  banks  T 
It  has  been  truly  said,  tbat  they  are  governed  by 
motives  of  interest,  and  will  never  voluntarily 
redeem' their  bills.    Will  not  the  National  Bantt 
be  governed  by  the  same  motives ;  will  It  not  pttr- 
sue  that  course  which  promises   the  greatest 
profltT  Can  you  hope  sir,  that  the  magnitude  of  its 
capital  will  orake  it  honest  t    It  would  be  as  rea- 
sonable to  calculate  that  the  ferocity  of  a  lion 
wionld  be  decreaeed  as  his  site- was  in  creased » 
What,  sir,  are  the  provisions  incorporated  in  that- 
bill,  by  which  the  instinct  of  the  mttonal  Bank- 
is  in  be- controlled  and  the  bank  compelled  to  pay 
its  notea.T    There  is  but  one  single  provision 
calculated  to  have  that  effect,  but  what  may  be 
fbund  in  the  charter  of  every  bank  in  the  Uoioa;, 
and  tbat  pvovtsioa,  considering  the  city  in  which 
the  bank  w  to  be  placed,  furnishes  no  security 
.that  the  National  Bank  will  be  more  punctual  in. 
pay^ing  iu  debts  than  the  State  banks;    the  pro- 
vision to  which  I  allude  is  this,  that  the  bank  is 
made  liable  to  pay  an  interest  of  twelve  per  cent, 
per  annum  on  such  of  its  bills  as  shall  be  pre- 
sented for  payment,  and  payment  be  refusedw 
What,  sir,  would  be  thought  of  this  provision, 
)bad  it  also  provided  tbat  any  person  who  should 
prosecute  the  bank  should  pay  his  own  costs, 
which  will  amount  to  more  than  the  interest  of 
twelve  per  cent.  ?    Sir,  the  provision  would  be 
considered  useless,  it  would  be  deemed  a  mockery. 
Yet  such  \9  the  provision  in  effect  ^  because  this 
bank  can  only  be  sued  in  the  &ate  of  Pennsyl^ 
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Taoia,  where  the  plaintiff  must  pay  •)!,  or  nearly 
ally  his  owQ  costs.  Had  the  bank  beea  placed  io 
New  York,  where  defendeou  are  obli|;ed  to  pay 
the  costs  of  com  pell  log  -them  to  do  justice,  the 
amouDt  of  such  costs,  and  the  twelve  per  cent, 
interest,  would  have  some  ioflaenoe  in  inducing 
the  bank  to  pay  its  debts.  Bat  being  placed  in 
Philadelphia  the  bank  will  feel  protected  against 
its  creditors ;  it  will  know  that  no  one  of  its  cred- 
itors, for  ao^  ordinary  sum,  can  prosecute  with- 
out submitting  to  a  loss.  Sir,  the  bills  of  this 
bank  are  to  be  circulated  in  every  p«ri  of  the 
United  States,  and  no  person  who  resides  oat  of 
the  Stateof  Pennsylvania  would  think  of  prosecut- 
ing the  bank,  while  he  could  dispose  of  its  bills  for 
any  reasonable  discount.  We  have  then  no  se- 
curity that  the  National  Bank,  if  incorporated, 
will  pay  its  notes,  but  the  probability  i^  that  it 
will  at  once  adopt  the  practice  of  the  State  banks, 
and  thus  render  the  evils  of  which  we  complain 
almost  incurable. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  hit  annual 
report  to  us,  expressly  states  io  relation  to  a  na- 
tional currency,  as  follows :  ^*  It  is  nevertheless 
'  with  the  State  banks  that  the  measure  for  restor* 
^  log  the  national  currency,  of  gold  and  silver, 
(  must  originate;  for,  until  their  issues  of  paper 
'  be  reduced, their  specie  capitals  be  reinstated,  and 
'  their  specie  operations  be  commenced,  there  will 
'  be  neither  room,  nor  employment,  nor  safety  for 
*  the  introduction  of  the  precious  metals." 

It  is  then  the  avowed  and  deliberate  opinion  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  controls  the 
financial  concerns  of  this  country,  that  this  Na- 
tional Bank  cannot  go  into  operation  and  circu- 
late the  precious  metals  with  safety,  till  the  State 
banks  resume  specie  payments.  And  yet  gentle- 
men on  this  floor  tell  us  that  this  National  Bank 
can  and  most  go  into  operation  in  order  to  com- 
pel the  State  banks  to  pay  specie.  How  can  the 
opinion  of  the  learned  Secretary  and  the  declara- 
tions of  these  honorable  gentlemen  be.reconeiled  1 
His  opinion  is,  that  the  diseased  state  of  the  na- 
tional currency  most  be  cured  before  the  National 
Bank  can  safely  go  into  operation.  They  insist 
that  it  must  go  into  operation  in  order  to  produce 
that  cure.  How,  sir,  is  this  National  Bank  either 
to  flatter  or  compel  the  State  banks  to  pay  spe- 
cie 1  To  be  of  any  service  in  this  sreat  work  of 
reformation,  it  must,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of 
-the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  go  into  operation 
surrounded  by  banks  which  do  not  and  will  not 
pav  apecie.  It  must  be  able  to  issue  its  bills  and 
redee m  them  with  specie.  But,  sir,  from  whence 
is  this  National  Bank  to  obtain  its  specie  capital 
of  seven  millions  of  dollars  ?  We  have  been  told 
that  in  June  last  all  the  banks  in  the  United 
States  had  but  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  in  specie. 
From  whence,  1  again  ask,  is  the  National  Bank 
to  get  its  specie  capital  ?  Can  it  draw  that  Ciip- 
ital  from  South  America  or  from  Europe?  No, 
air ;  its  specie  capital  munt  be  drawn  from  the 
vaults  of  the  existing  banks,  or  from  the  pockets 
of  its  iodividoaU.  If  the  vaults  of  the  State 
banks  are  to  be  drained  to.  supply  the  National 
Bank  with  iia  specie  capital,  how  is  that  m«a- 


sure  to  enable  them  to  redeem  their  bills  in  spe- 
cie? If  the  patient  be  debilitated  and  bled  to 
fainting,  would  you  not  suspect  the  sanity  of  the 
physician  who  should  insist  that  more  bleeding 
was  necessary,  and  was  the  only  means  of  re- 
storing to  the  patient  a  full  pulse  and  strength  ? 
Sir,  the  directors  of  the  Sute  banks  have  wisdom 
enough  to  perceive  that  this  great  national  engine, 
created  to  chastise  them,  will  not  soon  be  able  to 
infiict  a  blow,  unless  they  impart  to  it  strength 
by  giving  it  their  specie.  Pass  the  bill,  then, 
upon  your  table,  and  you  furnish  the  State  banks 
with  an  apology  for  keeping  their  Taults  shut, 
to  prevent  their  specie  from  giving  strength  to 
the  National  Bank*  There  is,  therefore,  no  hope 
that  the  banks  which  have  hitherto  refused  to 
pay  specie  will  soon  resume  such  payments. 
No;  self-preservation  will  dictate  to  them  a  dif- 
ferent course.  But,  sir,  there  are  other  grounds 
on  which  I  object  to  the  bill  under  consideration. 
This  bill  gives  to  the  National  Bank  a  power  to 
establish  braoehes,  without  limit  as  to  number, 
in  every  part  of  the  United  States.  This  appears 
to  me  an  unnecessary  and  dangerous  power.  If 
we  at  first  give  to  this  bank  the  power  to  estab- 
lish one  branch  in  each  State,  it  is  enough  to 
answer  all  the  purposes  of  Government  in  the 
collection  and  distribution  of  iu  revenue.  If  ex- 
perience shall  show  that  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try require  that  this  bank  should  have  the  power 
to  establish  more  than  one  branch  in  any  one 
State,  Congreaa  can  hereafter  grant  to  banks  that 
power ;  but  to  grant  to  the  bank  at  this  time  the 
power  to  establish  as  many  branches  as  its  in- 
terests may  within  twenty  years  dictate,  is  ex- 
tremely unwise.  Ho  man  can  foresee  the  changes 
which  may  take  place,  and  the  improvements 
which  may  be  made  in  this  country  in  the  next 
twenty  years.  Should  this  bank  ever  adl  the 
Qovernmentstockj  which  at  first  is  to  form  three- 
fourths  of  its  capiul,  so  as  to  have  in  its  vaults 
a  specie  capital  of  thirty -five  millions  of  dollars, 
it  will  then  be  able  to  control  all  the  moneyed 
operations  in  this  country ;  its  interests  and  its 
avarice  will  dictate  to  it  the  establishment  of 
branches  in  every  commercial  town  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  where  banking  capital  can  be  used  to 
advantage.  I  am  unwilling  this  or  any  other 
bank  should  have  this  power  over  the  State  of 
New  York;  that  State  once  had  the  misfortune 
to  have  within  its  bosom  a  bank  claiming  such  a 
power.  That  State^  air,  contains  many  commer- 
cial towns  in  which  banking  may.  be  carried  on 
profitably  9  and  towns  of  that  character  will  prob- 
ably be  very  much  increased,  both  in  number 
and  importance,  during  the  time  this  bank  is  to 
exist ;  and  I  will  not  aid  in  giving  to  any  class  of 
men  who  already  have  accumulated  sufficient 
wealth  to  become  the  preprietors  of  the  National 
Bank,  the  power  for  the  succeeding  twenty  yean 
to  establish  a  bank  in  every  commercial  town  in 
the  Slate  of  New  York.  No,  sir,  the  citixeos  of 
that  State  ought  to  enjoy  ail  the  profits  of  all  the 
banks  within  it,  other  than  such  as  rosy  be  ne- 
ceasary  to  answer  the  fair  purposes  of  the  Qene- 
ral  Qovcromcnt.    Whea  the  General  Qovem- 
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UMiit  eklois  more  tbwi  this  for  ks  fmrorMe 
bankerA,  the  claim  is  uDreasooabie  and  ought  not 
to  be  sanctioned. 

There  is  another  provision  in  this  bill  to  which 
I  am  opposed,  it  is  that,  sir,  which  gives  to  the 
President  and  Senate  of  the  United  States  power 
to  appoint  five  of  the  directors  of  the  benk.  The 
dBTect  of  that  proTieion  will  be  to  deter  prudent, 
cmitioos  capitalists  from  investing  their  funds 
in  this  bank;  aneh  men  ehoose  to  manage  their 
own  business  in  their  own  way,  or  to  have  it 
managed  by  agents  chosen  bjr  thcmaelves,  and 
will  not  very  willingly  subject  their  money  to 
tbe  control  or  interlievettce  of  governmental 
sgents.  Suppose,  sir,  we  were  passing  a  law  to 
sell  a  valuable  tobacco  ptaomtion,  but  should  re- 
nrve  to  the  (Government  the  right  of  appointing 
the  overseer  of  that  plaotatioo :  What  prudent, 
oaotioua  capitalist  would  purchase  the  planta- 
tion thus  oiiered  for  sale?  No  man  in  bis  senses 
would  make  the  purchase.  Would  it  be  said  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  the  aid 
of  the  Senate,  coald  not  appoint  a  fit  overseer  for 
a  tobaoco  plantation  ?  Certainly,  for  he  is  as 
oompetent  to  make  such  appointment  as  to  ap- 
point the  directors  of  a  bank.  Yet,  sir,  no  pru- 
dent planter  woaJd  purchase  your  plantation,  un- 
leas  he  was  at  liberty  to  appoint  the  oirer«eer. 
So,  few  cautious  men  will  purchaee  stock  in  a 
bank  in  which  the  Government  are,  in  any  man- 
ner, to  have  an  influence  in  the  direction.  Men, 
however,  of  dating  en  terjprise,  whoare  now  loaded 
with  Qovernment  stock,  may  take  stock  in  the 
proposed  bank,  under  an  ezpeetation  that  they 
can  sell  baak  stock  to  mere  profit  than  they  can 
sell  the  stock  they  now  have.  In  the  hand»  of 
each  men,  I  do  not  believe  a  National  Bank  will 
be  a  national  blessing. 

Mr.  Clopton  said,  .that  he  did  not  intend  to 
detain  the  House;  it  was  utterly  out  of  his  power 
to  do  so,  if  he  were  ever  so  wHiiog ;  tbe  situation 
of  his  health  would  not  admit  of  It:  hot  that  he 
lose  merely  to  enter  hk  protest,  in  as  soleaen  a 
manner  as  he  was  able,  agaanst  the  doecriae  ad* 
vaoced  by  tbe  gentleman  from  BlarYland  (Mr. 
Wnranrj-^-^  dmtrine  ^^ueb,  he  belnved.  had 
diffiised  itself  extensively  amoiig  memtera  e#  this 
Uaoae^^that  is,  that  acu  of  Congrces,  and  the 
esaoation  of  them,  determined  mad  settled  the 
Constitutional  question  as  to  the  right  of  fotare 
l9giria*ion  upon  the  objects  of  those  acta,  so  that 
when  thesuDJectrBMUler  of  any  former  act,  which 
had  been  regularly  executed,  should  be  proftoaed 
to  this  Legislature  aa  the  object  of  a  new  net,  the 
qnestion  whether  it  be  Coentitational  or  not,  was 
peedoded  from  any  further  enmination,  aisd  the 
Logislature  bound  to  consider  the  aec  aaaothor- 
ized  by  the  Constitution.  This  doctrine  be  ah* 
barred,  and  took  this  occasion  to  enter  his  most 
solemn  protest  minet  iL 

Sir.  said  Mr.  C.,  I  have  been  long  a  member  of 
tbe  House  of  Representatives.  I  was  a  member 
of  it  at  tbe  gloomiest  period  of  Federal  times,  and 
have  been  during  the  whole  course  of  the  Repub- 
lican Administration  smce;  and  I  must  say  thai 
•fall  the  peaninoos  doctnaee  I  have  ever  aeard 
14th  Con.  IstSsss.— 39 


advanced,  tbis^  in  my  view,  is  one  of  tbe  moat 
pernicious. 

Are  geoilemen.  said  he,  whose  fancies  are 
tickled  with  this  new  idea,  apprized  of  what  may 
be  the  consequence  of  deciding  and  settling  Con** 
stitutional  questions  by  this  standard  ?  Do  th^ 
not  see  that  a  few  acts  of  CoOgress,  affecting  the 
great  essential  principles  of  personal  liberty  and 
personal  property,  might  destroy  everything  val- 
uable in  the  Constitution?  We  have,  said  he, 
already  witoessed  evil  times,  and  evil  times  may 
again  occur  (I  wish  they  may  not  be  fast  ap- 
proaching) when  such  acts  may  be  passed.  Ac- 
cording to  this  doctrine,  the  freedom  of  the  press 
is  already  gone,  for,  by  this  doctrine,  you  declare 
that  you  have  a  right  to  revive  the  Sedition  act 
whenever  you  please.  That  act  had  all  the  pub- 
lic recognitions  spoken  of  as  sanctioning  and  con- 
firming the  validity  of  the  baak  acu  It  waa 
enacted  in  doe  form  of  legislation,  carried  folly 
into  execution,  as  a  valid  law  of  the  land,  by 
judges  and  by  juries,  on  many  grievous  and  op- 
pressive prosecutions;  some  of^its  victims  henviif 
fined,  and  subjected  to  long  and  severe  impvisoB- 
meat ;  while  ti^  whole  community  submitted  lo 
the  progress  of  its  operation ;  and,  thesgh  a  large 
proportion  of  the  people  in  some  aecttoas  of  the 
Union  denounced  it  with  expressions  of  abhor* 
reoce,  at  tbe  same  time  as  large  a  Proportion,  per^ 
haps,  in  some  other  sections,  made  no  objection 
to  it.  Thus  it  continued  in  force  and  operation 
until  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  it  was 
enacted. 

I  have  said,  sir,  observed  Mr.  C,  and  I  feel 
myself  justified  in  making  the  declaration,  tbat^ 
according  to  this  doctrine,  tbe  freedom  of  the 
press  is  already  gone;  for.  u  this  doctrine  be  cor- 
rect, the  Constitutional  authority  of  Congress  to 
revive  the  Sedition  act,  or  pass  a  similar  one,  is 
established,  and  the  free  use  of  the  press  i»  every 
moment  at  the  meiey  of  the  Legisktare.  The 
right  no  longer  eaieta,  if  the  use  can  be  tatea 
away  or  reatraioed,  ad  iiMtam,  by  an  act  ot  tikt 
Legulainre,  and  if  thai  act  ia  aathoriaed  by  the 
CoastimtioB.  But,  sir,  continued  he^  the  dee- 
triae  Is  notr  eovreet— it  is  gvoesty  incorrect-^  ie> 
aa  horrible  poHiteai  heresy.  It  k  equally  in^^ 
rect,  equally  heretical,  applied  to  this  bffl. 

The  couiiequence  of  the-establisbment  of  such 
a  doctrine  as  this,  said  Mr.  C,  would  be  that  the 
Constitution  itself,  the  supreme  rule,  by  which 
all  Legialatarea  aeting  imder  it  sheutd  be  gov- 
erned, and  which  tbey  are  sworn  to  support,  in 
HMtkiag  their  laws,  would,  in  a  process  of  time, 
be  superseded  and  veadered  altogether  a  dead  let- 
ter by  a  series  of  tbe  acts  of  those  Legislatttreaf 
nor  woald  it  require  tiiat  the  series  be  a  very 
ioa^  one.  What  a  monstrous  doctrine!  he  ex- 
claimed. He  felt  himself  totally  unable  to  de« 
nounee  it  in  terms  any  wajr  adequate  to  its  enor- 
mity. He  lamented  this  inability,  this  want  of 
physical  power  to  expose  it  in  such  a  manner  as, 
he  believed,  it  ought  to  be  exposed.  Still  more 
did  he  lament  his  unfortunate  situation,  from  the 
ctrcumstanee  that  it  had  prevented  htm  from  en- 
tering into  a  general  argument  agaiast  the  Ml 
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before  them.  He  had  wished  to  present  to  the 
House  bis  Tiews,  eztensiTely,  on  this  important 
snbjeet ;  bat  he  foand*  himself  onable  to  sustain 
the  fatigue  of  going  through  one-twentieth  part 
of  the  remarks  he  wished  to  make ;  the  felir  he 
had  made  in  protesting  against  the  shocking, 
destrucli?e  doctrine,' jnst  alluded  to,  had  almost 
entirelf  eihausted  him,  and  nearlf  deprived  him 
of  the  power  of  respiration. 

Messrs.  Stanford,  Hamsoii,  and  Picksbino, 
also  spoke  against  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Calhoun 
concluded  the  debate  by  a  few  remarks  in  faror 
of  it. 

The  question  was  loudly  called  for  during  the 
latter  part  of  the.  sitting ;  and,  being  taken  at  a 
late  hour,  the  rote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was — 
yeas  80,  nays  71,  as  follows :  * 

YsAS— Messrs.  Adgste,  Aleiander,  Atherton,  Bser, 
Betts,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brown.  Calhon^p  Gannon, 
Chsmpioriy  Ohsppell,  CIsrke  oTrT.  C,  Olark  of  Ky., 
Clendennin,  Gomstock,  CondicI,  Conner,  Oreighton, 
Cioeheron,  Cothbert,  Edwards,  Forney,  Foray  th.Ghol* 
son,  Griflhi,  Grosvonor,  Hawes,  Hendsrwui,  Huger^ 
"ftilbeit,  Hangerfbrd>  bigham,  Irring  of  New  York, 
JaeksoD,  Jewetl,  Kerr  of  Vs.,  King  of  N.  C^  igU^i. 
Lowndes,  Lampkm,  Mf  day.  Mason,  McCoy, 'McKee) 
MiddlelOD,  Moore^^oseUrji^  Morfree,  Nelson  of  Mss- 
sstfhnsettSy  Tarpfc^  Pickens,  PinkuQii  .Piper,  Roberta 
son,  Sharps, JBojy^of  Maryland, {Smith  -. of  Virginia, 
8onthard|  Taul.  Tsvlor  of  New  York,  Taylor  of  Sooth 
jarouna,Tel&ir,  Thomas,  Throop,  Towojifittd.  Tncker, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  WendoYer,  \Vheston]  Wilde, 
Wilkin.  WiUisms,  WUloughl^,  Thomas' WnJon.  WU- 
liara  Wilson,  Woodward,  Wriaht.  Yancey,  and  Yates. 
NaTs*— Messrs.  Baker,  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bennett, 
Birdsall,  Blonnt,  Breckenridge,  Burn8ide>  Bnrweil, 
Cady,  Caldwell,  Cilley,  Clayton,  Clopton,  "Cooper, 
Crawford,  Cnlpeper,  Darlington,  Davenport,  Desha, 
Gaston,  Gold,  Goldsboroogh,  Goodwyn,  Hahn,*lfale, 
Hall,  Hanson,  Hardin,  Heibwl,  HopktnsoD,  Jolm- 
m^  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  "Xbf- 
ell,  Lyie,  Lyon,  Maish,  Mayimnt,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tucky, McLean  of  Ohio,  Biilnor,  Newton,  Noyes, 
Onas^,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Bandolfelini&ed,  Root, 
Ross,  Buggies,  Seiveant,  Savage,  SheiBbgr,  Smith  of 
Peaasylvania,  Stanferd,  Steams,  Strong,  Stargss, 
Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Voce,  Wallace,  Ward  of  Massa- 
cbuselts.  Ward  of  New  York,  Webster, 
and  WilcoK. 


Friday,  March  15. 

Mr.  LowNMW,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Goferamcnt  for  the  year  1816; 
which  was  rend  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Cummitiee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Yancbt.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  R.  8.  Reed  and 
D.  Dubbins;  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  Y.  re- 

Sorted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rufus  8.  Reed  and 
aniel  Dubbins;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  hill  for  the 
reliirf  of  David  Coffin,  Samuel  and  William 
Rodman,  and  Samtiel  Rodman,  junior ;  which 


was  read  twice,  nnd  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  alter  the 
times  of  holding  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Vermont/'  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  took  up  the  resolution  submitted 
on  the  28th  ultimo,  by  Mr.  Condict.  and  the 
nmendment  proposed  thereto  by  Mr.  Nelson,  of 
Virginia;  whereupon,  Mr.  Nelson  withdrew  his 
saidamendment. 

Mr.  Condict  then  modified  liis  said  reaolntioa 
so  as  to  read — 

**  Bttoived,  That  for  the  residue  of  the  session 
the  staled  hour  of  meeting  of  this  House  shall  be 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Delafield  occu- 
pied much  time  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, and 
the  Committee  havin|f  risen,  was  refused  leave  to 
sit  again.    The  bill  liea  on  the  table. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  settling 
the  claiou  to  lands  in  the  Territory  of  lilinoiM, 
was  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  claimants  to 
lands  in  the  district  of  Vincennes,  was  also  con<^ 
sidered,  and  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  resolved  itself  Into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  T. 
David.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Brastus 
Loomis*  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered,  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 


SAToaoAT,  Alarch  16. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FoBNBT,a  select  committee 
of  five  members  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  increasing  the  salary  of  tiM 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represenuttves.  Messrs. 
FoBNET,  PiTKtN,  Clabk  of  Kcutucky,  Qaston, 
and  Jaokbon,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Brastus  Loomis,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  making 
further  proviaion  for  settling  claims  to  land  in 
the  Territory  of  Illinois,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bili,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  re* 
lief  of  certain  claimants  to  lands  in  the  district 
of  Vincennes,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  House  took  op  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
'^  relative  to  evidence  in  cases  of  naturalization:" 
Whereupon  the  said  bill  was  again  read  as 
amended,  and  passed  by  the  House. 

MISSISSIPPI  LAND  CLAIMS. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bili  providing  for  quieting  aad 
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adjasting  certain  claims  m  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory. 

A  motion  made  by  Mr*  Strong,  to  strike  oat 
Che  first  section,  prodveed  a  good  deal  of  debate 
on  the  merits  of  the  bill ;  from  wbielk  we  extract 
the  following  sobstaotial  view  of  the  qnestion. 
AAer  the  Treaty  of  1783,  that  is,  in  1796,  when 
ibe  United  States  look  possession  of  the  Missis- 
sippi  eoontry,  they  found  certain  settlers  on  lands 
who  bad  settled  under  Spanish  grants,  issued 
when  Spain  was  possessed  of  the  country — the 
United  States,  without  demanding  any  equiva- 
lent therefor,  relinquished  to  those  settlers  all 
the  right  acquired  by  the  Treaty  of  1783,  but 
Without  warranting  them  in  the  title;  subse- 
quently, howerer,  certain  persons  holding  patents 
under  the  British  GoTernment  set  up  a  chira  to 
these  lands,  as  having  the  elder  title;  and  the 
actual  settlers,  those  holding  under  the  Spanish 
grants,  petitioned  the  United  States  to  examine 
and  decide  the  claims  of  the  British  grantees, 
and  if  it  be  adjudged  that  they  have  the  stronger 
title,  that  their  claims  may  be  satisfied  by  an 
equivalent  grant  of  public  land  elsewhere.    The 
bill  reportM  by  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  petition  was  referred,  and 
now  under  consideration,  provides  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  the  Attorney  General,  and  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  be 
aothorixed  to  examine  the  disputed  elaims,  and 
decide  thereon  according,  to  law,  as  soon  as  the 
elaims  to  140,000  acres  have  been  filed  for  decis* 
ion ;  that  if  the  claim  of  the  British  grantee 
should  in  anv  case  be  confirmed,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Land  Office  shall  issue  his  certifi- 
cate for  the  amount  thereof,  which  certificate 
shall  be  a  final  satisfaction  of  his  claim,  and  shall 
be  received  in  payment  for  any  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States,  at  the  rate  of  two 
dollars  per  acre  for  everv  acre  of  the  certificate; 
that  no  claim  shall  be  filed  under  this  act  which 
has  been  barred  by  anjr  former  law;  and  that  the 
decision  of  the  Commissioners  shall  be  figal  and 
conclusive. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  being 
a  vital  one,  gave  rise  to  the  debate  abov^e  men- 
tioned, in  which  Messrs.  Stromo,  Wriobt,  Fob- 
■TTB,  Jackboic,  and  Rosa,  supported  the  motion, 
and  of  course  opposed  the  bill;  and  Messrs,  Rob- 
KRT80N,  McKeB|  Jobnson,  CuiRK  of  Kentucky, 
PiCKBRiRo,  Lattimore,  Rud  HoPKiNsoN,  spoke 
agaiust  striking  out  the  section  ;  Mr.  Clat.  also, 
on  a  subsequent  question,  advocated  the  bill. 

The  question  was  finally  determined  against 
striking  out  the  section ;  and,  after  some  further 
misuccessful  attempts  to  amend  the  bill,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  reported  progress,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


Monday,  March  18. 

Mr.  Lowndbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Wavs 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Qovernment  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 


United  States,  and  to  prorido  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  same;  which  was  read  twice, and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon 
the  subject  of  revenue. 

Mr.  Lowiidgs,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  for  the  distribution  of  $100,000 
among  the  captors  of  the  Algerioe  vessels  cap- 
tured and  restored  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers;  which 
was  resd  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Haliowell. 

Mr.  Newtob,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufacturesi  reported  a  bill  author- 
izing the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  cancel 
certain  export  bonds  executed  by  Casper  C. 
Schott ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nbi^oMi  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate  **  providing  for  the  publication  of  the  decis- 
ions of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,** 
without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  tne  Whole. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting statements  of  the  valuation  of  lands,  dwel- 
ling houses,  and  slaves,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  fifth  insmnt ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^  re- 
specting the  late  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop- 
of-war  Wasp,"  and  a  bill  "  to  limit  the  right  of 
appeal  from  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  Btates 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,"  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

MISSISSIPPI  LAND  CLAIMS. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  quieting 
and  adjusting  certain  claims  to  lands  in  the  Mis- 
sissippt  Territory. 

After  some  time  spent  in  discussing  varions 
amend  menu  to  the  details,  and,  incidentally,  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  the  Committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported it  to  the  House. 

The  debate  was  resumed  in  the  House,  as  well 
on  the  object  of  th«  bill  as  its  details,  in  which 
Messrs,  GAi.BOUN,jAOKBOii,Ro88,and  Stbarnb^ 
spoke  in  cmpositioo,  and  Messrs.  Robbrtbok, 
Johnson  or  Kentucky,  LattimobB}  McKBR,Bnd 
Babton,  in  favor  of  it. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Jaokbom,  an  amendment  was  adopted  to  confine 
the  certificates,  in  case  the  titles  ot  the  claimants 
be  established,  to  the  purchase  of  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory;  in  other  words,. to  exeloda 
the  claimants  from  purchasing,  with  their  certifi- 
cates, public  lands  in  any  other  than  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  engrossing  the 
bill  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in  the  nega* 
tive — yeas  43,  nays  84,  as  follows : 

Tbas— Means.  Baoett,  Batemsn,  BreckenridgSf 
Brooks,  Clark  of  Keotoeky,  Gonner»  CreighteB,  Col- 
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Mptrv  Cv^bett,  DaflifeffloQ,  DaVMipprt,  Fomejr,  Gold, 
Habiiy  Hardm,  Heiid«nKm,  Hoykinflon,  Hug«r,  John- 
tptn  of  Keiiti|ckj»K«nt,  Love,  LoTett,  Lyon,  Manh, 
lifcKee,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Middleton,  Milnor, 
Moore,  Moeeley,  Nelaon  of  Yugmie,  Onnsby,  Picker- 
ing, Powell,  fieynolda,  RoberUon,  Sbaipe,  Sheffey, 
TaggaitfT&uI,  Voee,  WUcoz,  and  Willoughby. 

nItb-— Mettn.  AdgaU,  Alexander,  Atherton,  Baer, 
Barboar,  Betts,  Blount,  Bosi,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burweil, 
Cady,  Caldwell,  Calboun,  Cannon,  Champion,  Chap- 
pell,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clayton.  Clendennin, 
Clopton,  Condict,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Croeheron,  D»- 
aba,  Bdwarda,  Forayth,  OoUaborough,  Ooodwyn,  Hale, 
llall,  Hammond,  Hawee»  Hulbeit,  Hangerford,  Ing- 
ham, Jaekaon,  Jewett,  Johnaon  of  Virginia,  Kerr  of 
Virginia,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Langdon,  Law, 
LenHa,  Lowndea,  Lumpkin,  Lylo,  Maaoa,  Mayraat, 
McCoy,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Murfwe,  NelaoA  of  Maaea- 
draielAi,  NefWton,  Noyea,Paixia,Piekeiia,  Piper,  Reed, 
Roaa,  Bavage,  Bmith  of  Viiginia,  Southard,  Btanfeid, 
SteanM,  Strong,  Btmgoa,  Taylor  of  New  York,  Taylor 
of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Thomas  Townaend,  Ta<Aer, 
Walltpe,  Ward  of  MaattchufotU,  Ward  of  New  York, 
Ward  of  New  Jeraey,  Webiter,  Wendover,  Whiteaide, 
Wilde,  Wilkinp,  and  Tbomaa  Wilaon. 

TAX  ON  STILLS. 

The  House  then,  od  motion  of  Mr.  LovMoga, 
resolved  itself  into  g  Gommittee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  hill  to  aboiiah  the  existing  datiea  on  spirita 
distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  to  lay 
other  duties  on  distiilation  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  bill  proposes  to  change  the  duty  from  a 
tax  on  the  product  to  a.  tax  on  the  cafmeity  of  the 
still,  and  to  reduce  the  exiatiiw  duties  fifty  per 
ceau  The  principle  of  the  bilL  the  amottut  of 
duty,  dbo.,  were  discussed  at  large,  and  fully  re- 
ported)  when  the  subject  was  before  the  House 
in  the  shape  of  a  resoluiiou,  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  M^aas* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LowiiDES,  the  bill  was  so 
amended  as  to  defer  the  expiration  of  the  exist- 
iagdvties  to  the  30th  of  June  next,  instead  of  the 
SC^  of  March,  as  proposed  by  the  bill. 

After  accepting  some  amendmenis  te  conform 
the  bill  to  the  preceding,  and  adopting  some  oibcrs 
of  an  animportaat  obarscier^-  4 

Mr«  LowMDgg  profo^  an  aasendmenr  to  the 
bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  add  one  hneilred 
per  ceftt.  to  the  ameuiK  of  the  present  doty  on 
tlie  capacity  of  tlie  stili  oa  licenses  for  one  year, 
and  to  make  the  price  eflieeaeea  for  abort  perkxla 
bear  thesaase  proportioa  as  the  doty  imposed  on 
the  lieaase  for  a.  year. 

This  motion  produced  considerarble  diseossiott, 
in  whteh  Messrs.  Lowii»te  and  Tatlox,  of  new 
York,  sDpoorted  the  amendment,  and  Massia. 
HaxiHii,  JoBfunn  of  Kentoekiy,  THosBa,  9mA 
Eoea  opposed  it.  It  was  finally  agreed  to«**4iyes 
6d)  noes  M. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  Roes,  the  bill  was  ameedad, 
by  striking  oat  the  proviso  which  remitted  to  stiUs 
wholly  employed  in  distilling  from  roots,  half 
the  duties  to  which  they  would  otherwise  be  anb- 
jeeted. 

After  some  further  ameadmeet,  not  aftetiag 
i|«y  prineiple,  the  Committee  rose^  reported  pco- 
gcsts,  omI  ohOHDod  le«re  to  sf t  agaw. 


TuisDAT,  Mareli  19. 

Mr.  RoBBSTSOM  presented  a  petition  of  thaa 
Legisktore  of  the  Sute  of  LoQisiana,  pcaying 
that  a  liffht-heuse  may  be  erected  at  the  momk 
of  the  Mississippi  tirer. — ^Refened  to  the  Cei»- 
mittee  of  Commerce  and  MaBsfoetures. 

Mr.  RoBBBTaoNy  from  the  Committee  on  tlih 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  the  sabject  was  reforredt 
reported  that  it  is  iaespedient  so  to  alter  the  exi^ 
ing  laws,  as  to  authorize  the  aceeptance  of  sol- 
diers' warrants  in  payment  for  laiids  purehaaeA 
at  therespeetiTelaad  ollceaof  the  United  States ; 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  RoBBBT8oif,from  the  same  committee,  re^ 
ported  a  bill  providiag  for  the  saleof  eertatn  lands 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  formerly  set  apart  for  refor 
gees  from  Canada  and  Nora  Scotia;  which  wee 
read  twice,  and  coounitted  toa  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Babbbtt,  a  committee  wsaa 
appointed  by  this  House  to  join  sneh  committee 
as  Biay  be  appointed  by  the  Senate,  to  ooasider 
and  report  what  business  will  deoMod  the  attain 
tion  of  Cof^fress  prior  to  an  adjoarnnieBt;  and 
also  when  such  adjonriuiant  may  probaUy  take 
place. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  '^  to  limit  the  right  of 
appeal  from  the  Gireuit  Conrt  of  the  Uoited  StiMa 
for  the  Disttiet  of  Colomfaia,'' was  read  twioe« 
and  referred  10  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  respecting  the  lal* 
oflieers  aad  crew  of  the'sloop-of-war  Wasp,''  mas 
read  twice,  aad  committed  to  the  Committee  Oft 
Naval  Affairs. 

The  House  took  into  consideration  the  tm* 
grossed  bill  entitled  ^An  act  making  further  pie* 
▼ision  for  settling  claiiBs  to  land  in  the  Terriimy 
of  Itliaois,"  and  the  said  bill  having  ^ee*  lea* 
the  third  time,  the  question  was  taken,  ''Shall 
the  bill  pass  T*  aad  datermioed  in  the  afltrmallink 

A  message  from  the  Senate  iaformed  the  Hovie 
that  the  Smte  hate  passed  the  biil  ^'  to  antiioriBe 
the  payment  for  property  kat,  oaptored.  or  de^ 
stroyed,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the  Umk^^ 
.  ted  Stales,'^  with  amendments.  They  have  also 
passed  h  bill  '^foriher  exteodieg  tlie  tiaMfor  isr 
seiag  and  loeation  mitttasy  land  werrantsi  ami: 
for  other  purpaoes."  la  mhieh.  ainBdaiaatasMi 
bill  they  ask  tke  eoneitrraBde  of  t^is  Hoiiae« 

TAX  ON  STILLS. 

The  Honse  amie  leaoleed  itaeir  iftio  a  Cam* 
mittee  of  the  Whele,  Mr.  BMCtxjwmHMM  in  the 
Chairf  on  the  bill  to.  ohaage  the  exisiiiig  daaies 
oa  diatillaiieB. 

Mr.  ttarasff,  after  adiertiog  to  the  ilistaftee-eC 
many  parts  of  the  eooniry  from  market,  partiettr 
larly  the  people  of  Kentuckv,  who  were  «>bliged 
generally  to  csrry  the  progoet  of  their  stills  te 
Natchex  and  New  Orleans,  and  the  considerable 
.  time  which  must  oonsequeatly  elapse  before  thef 
ooold  receive  any  remras  to  enable  them  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  imposed  on  their  BaaaofBetaeei 
moved  to  extend  to  eight  months  the  credit  of  ais 
months  allowed  by  the  hiU  to  those 
exceeds  twcmty  dollars. 
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Mr.  Clat  said,  he  was  in  fmrot  of  tlie  motion. 
He  trowed  himself  decidedly  friendly  to  a  duty 
on  distillation,  so  lonff  as  anjr  part  of  the  existing 
pohlic  debt  remained  unpaid;  bnt,  in  imposing 
this  daty,  he  wished  to  see  erery  proper  induN 

Snee  extended  to  those  on  whom  the  tax  was 
id.  To  show  the  necessity  of  the  proposed 
amendment,  he  adduced  an  instance  in  one  of  his 
opwn  eonstipients,  who  bad  paid  in  duties  to  the 
Government  the  sum  of  tfBfiOOf  before  he  had  re- 
ceived a  single  cent  in  return  from  the  sale  of  his 
manufacture.  The  situation  of  the  Western  dis- 
lltlers,  he  said,  demanded  an  extension  of  the  pro- 
posed credit ;  they  were  obliged  to  seek  a  market 
at  Natchez  or  New  Orleans,  and  tbence^perhaps, 
to  ascend  the  Red  and  other  rivers  to  Natehtto- 
ehes  or  elsewhere.  Sound  policy  and  jnstiee  to 
those  concerned  required,  therefore,  the  alteration 
proposed  by  his  colleague ;  from  wh6m  he  differed 
only  in  the  extension  of  the  credit  moved  for. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  would  prefer  twelve  months,  be- 
lieving that  term  to  be  necessary  to  meet  the  cases 
already  stated.  A  credit  of  two  years  was  al- 
lowed in  the  duties  on  the  India  trade,  and  the 
voyages  performed  by  the  Western  people  in  seek- 
ing a  market,  almost  equalled  those  to  the  Indies. 
Mr.  G.  then  (Mr.  Hardin  having  previously  with- 
drawn this  motion)  moved  to  insert  twelve  in- 
stead of  six  months.  ^ 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  concurred  in  the 
views  of  the  gentleman  who  supported  the  pro- 
posed alteration,  but  he  would  prefer  nine  months, 
conceiving  that  term  sufficient  for  every  fair  pur- 
pose. He  thought  every  facility  and  encourage- 
ment ought  to  be  given  to  dfstiUation,  which  be 
believed  would,  in  time,  become  a  very  great 
source  of  revenue,  as  the  farmers  would  find  it 
more  and  more  their  interest  to  carry  their  sur- 

{>lus  ffrain  to  the  great  distilleries,  and  barter  it 
br  iHiiskey,  dbc.  He  wished  also  to  encourage 
the  manufocturer  of  that  article,  because  he  be- 
liered  it  the  least  pernicious  of  ine  ardent  spirits 
generally  used. 

Mr.  LowNDsa  rose  to  state  the  motives  which 
itiiuenced  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in 
fixing  the  period  of  credit  at  six  months.  It  was 
deemed  by  the  committee  a  sufficient  time  to  allow 
the  manmacturer  to  receive  his  returns,  yet  not 
OBOUgh  to  endanger  the  public  revenue  by  too 
long  a  credit.  Bnt  whilst  he  stated  these  views 
of  the  committee,  he  was  obliged  to  concur  in 
the  arguments  which  had  been  advanced  in  favor 
uf  an  extension  of  the  term.  He  thought,  how- 
ever,  that  twelve  months  was  rather  a  longer 
credit  than  necessary,  and  that  nine  months  would 
be  enough  to  enable  the  most  remote  manufac- 
turers to  make  payment  from  the  proceeds  of  their 
manufacture,  and  still  not  endanger  the  revenue 
by  too  lone  a  credit. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Hmmoik  in  sup- 
port of  the  motion,  the  question  was  taken  there- 
on, and  carried— yeas  76. 

Mr.  H.  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause  which 
prohibits  the  collector  from  entering  a  distillery 
except  in  the  day  time ;  which  motion  was  also 
agreed  to. 


The  bill  contained  a  provisioa  that  all 
taking  out  a  license  on  which  the  dutyehoutd 
amount  to  $20,  shouM  be  reauived  to  pay  the 
same  ^own,  and  should  be  allowed  a  diseount 
thereon,  ttt  the  rate  of  eight  per  eetii.  per  annum. 
This  discount  Mr.  Smith,  crMaryland,  moved  to 
increase  to  ten  per  cent.;  which  motion,  after 
some  discussion,  was  negatived. 

After  some  other  unsuccessful  tadtions^- 

Mr.  Taul  moved  to  strike  out^  entirely,  the 
provision  which  required  all  dunes  for  license 
under  (20  to  be  iiaia  down  in  money ;  whioh  mo- 
tion hasupj^orted  by  a  few  remarks. 

The  motion  was  oppoeed  by  Mr.  Lowif  oca,  who 
said  it  was  very  questiooame  whether  the  aum 
required  bv  the  bill  lb  be  paid  down,  w«t  not  too 
saalL    Tne  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  CovDioT  then  dferad  the  following  proviso 
to  the  4th  section : 

'*  That  siiHs  eaptsjrid  solely  fax  distilling  ftnit,  dhalt 
not  be  sabjseted  to  the  pejmentt  ef  aaore  than  thiae* 
tartbi  ef  the  duties  leqatred  in  other  oases;  and  in 
those  oasss  whssetbe  poaiaee  is  fmnsnted  sad  dastiUed^ 
without  having  bsea  ibst  ssparatsd  from  the  liquor  bv 
the  piess,  not  mois  than  two-tbiids  Aall  be  sxaclsd.^' 


This  motion  produced  some  desultory  debate, 
and  was  finally  negatived. 

Mr.  Pickens,  after  a  few  remarks  in  support  of 
the  motion,  moved  a  new  section  to  the  bili,  pro- 
viding that  the. owner  or  user  of  any  still  em* 
ployed  wholl]f  in  distilling  from  fruit,  have  the 
option  of  taking  out  license,  either  on  the  capa- 
city agreeably  to  this  act,  or  on  the  product  at  — 
cents  per  gallon. 

Mr.  P.  offered  this  amendment  principally  on 
account  of  the  short  time  which  those  who  dis- 
tilled only  from  fruit  were  aMe  to  use  their  stills, 
which  he  thought  entitled  them  to  the  privilege 
he  proposed. 

His  motion  was,  however,  negatived  without  a 
division. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
and  amendments,  and  the  House  proceeded  to 
consider  the  report. 

The  House  agreed  successively^li^hont  objec- 
tion, to  the  several  amendments  reported  by  the 
Committee,  until  it  came  to  that  adopted  yester- 
day, on  motion  of  Mr.  LoWN naa,  to  increase  the 
duty  on  licenses  for  one  year  one  hundred  per 
cent.,  and  to  graduate  the  price  of  Iteenses  for 
shorter  periods  in  proportion  to  these  for  ana 
year. 

On  concurring  in  this  amendment  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  demanded,  and  the  question  decided — 
yeas  66,  nays  62,  as  follows : 

YsAs— Mestts.  Adgats»  Athertoa,  Baiboas,  Baslett, 
firowDy  Calheuny  ChaoBpic^v  ChappsU,  CiUnrt  CJej- 
ton»  Cendioty  Cooper,  Czocheion,  Cutiibert»  Darling* 
ton,  Forney,  Gaston»  Oold,  Hals^  Hall,  Hawes,  Her^ 
Dbwt,  Hopkinson,  Huger,  Hulbei^  In^m,  Irting  of 
New  Yoik,  Jewett,  Kent,  LsQgdon,  Law,  Lewii^ 
Lorett,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,-  Miarsh,  Mason, 
Mayrant,  Middleton,  Milnor,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  lf«s> 
sachnaett^  Nebon  of  Tirginia,  PidLSring,  Pinkney, 
Pitkin,  Reed,  Bmith  of  MsrylancL^  Steams,  -Sturges, 
Taggart,  Tslhnadge,  Taybr  of  New  Terfk,  Telfla^ 


1227 


filSTOET  OF  C0NGBB86. 


1228 


H.  opR. 


Proceedmgn. 


Marcb,  1816. 


TomMend,  Tucker,  Vom,  Wwd  of  Mamchiisetts, 
Ward  of  New  Jerwy,  Webrter,  Wendover,  Wilcoz, 
Wtlde,  WUloughby,  and  Yate0. 

Nati — Meaara.  Alezandert  Baer,  Baker,  Bennett, 
Betta,  Blount,  Breckenridge,  Biyan,  BarweU,  Cald- 
well, Cannon,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clark  of 
Kentacky,  Clendennin,  Comstock,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
ton,  Cnlpeper,  Deaha,  Edwarda,  Goldaborongh,  Hahn, 
Hardin,  Henderaon,  Hnngerford,  Jackaon,  John^n  of 
Virginia,  Johnaon  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of  Virginia, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Love,  Lyie,  Maday,  McCoy, 
If  c&ee,  McLean  of  Kentu^y,  Moore,  Murfi«e,  New- 
ton,  Ormaby,  Farria,  Pickena,  Piper,  Powell,  Rej- 
nolda,  Roane,  Root,  Roia,  Savage,  Shane,  filieffey. 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Stanford,  Tanl,  Taylor 
Of  North  Carolina,  Thonaa,  Throop,  Wallace,  Ward 
of  New  York,  Whiteatde,  and  Willum  Wilaon. 

Mr.  Farris  the'n  moved  to  restore  the  proviso 
in  the  fourth  section,  which  had  yesterday  been 
stricken  out  in  Committee  of  the  Wholes  and 
which  was  in  the  following  words,  viz :  "  Pro- 
vidtd^  That  there  shall  be  paid  npoo  each  still 
employed  wholly  in  the  distillation  of  roots,  hot 
<Mie<balf  the  rates  of  duties  abovemeotioned,  ac- 
eordinf;  to  the  capacity  of  such  still." 

Mr.  P.  stated  tnat,  apon  retaining  this  provis- 
ion, would  entireiv  depend  whether  the  distillers 
in  (he  District  of  Maine  could  work  their  stills. 
He  assured  the  House  that  his  constituents  were 
materially  interested  in  having  it  retained,  for 
without  it  distillation  from  roots,  particularly  in 
that  section  of  the  country,  must  be  entirely 
suspended  \  that  it  was  the  only  liquor  distillea 
in  his  district,  and  he  believed  nearly  the  only 
liquor  consumed ;  with  the  farmers  he  was  sure 
it  was. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring 
with  the  Committee  in  striking  out  the  proviso, 
and  decided  against  concurrence,  by  the  casting 
▼ote  of  the  Speaker.  So  the  proviso  was  re- 
tained. 

Mr.  CoifoicT  renewed  the  motion  he  made 
this  day  in  Committee,  with  some  modifications, 
and  supported  it  with  zeal;  but  his  exertions 
were  ineflfectual. 

Mr.  PicKEiia  then  moved  to  add  a  new  section 
to  the  bill ;  the  object  of  which  was  to  retain  the 
option  allowed  in  the  last  act  in  case  of  small 

distillers,  whereby  a  dutv  might  be  paid  of 

oents  on  the  spirits  distilled,  or  the  proposed  tax 
OB  the  capacity,  at  the  option  of  the  owner. 

This  varied  from  the  motion  he  had  made  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  that  extended  the 
alternative  to  all  stills  used  in  distillation  from 
fruit  only.  Embracing  in  some  measure  the  same 
principle  as  his  former  motion,  he  would  not,  he 
said,  consume  time  in  repeating  bis  former  argu- 
ments. The  option  proposed  would  afford  great 
convenience  to  the  farmers  of  the  interior  coun- 
try, many  of  whom  owned  small  distilleries, 
which  it  was  only  an  object  for  them  to  use  oc- 
casionally, and  which  would  in  many  cases  not 
be  used  at  all,  if  compelled  to  be  entered  for  a 

S'ven  period.  The  returns  of  the  duties  since 
e  last  act  went  into  operation,  prove  how 
Bitteh  preference  had  been  given,  in  the  State  he 
rapresented,  to  paying  the  duty  on  the  spirit;  as 


he  bad  before  observed;  nearly  ten  times  as  mueh 
was  collected  in  that  State  under  this  alterna- 
tive, as  that  on  the  eapaeity-Uz.  He  had  heard 
of  no  evasions  of  the  law  in  that  case,  and  thought 
it  wise  to  consult  the  convenience  and  the  haoita 
of  the  people  in  the  mode  of  levying  burdens 
when  there  could  be  no  public  loss. 

The  motion  was  then  n^atived. 

Mr.  P.  felt  a  reluctance  in  further  troubling 
the  House  after  the  unwelcome  reception  of  hit 
former  motions  for  amendment;  he,  however^ 
thought  it  his  duty  to  make  another  essay  to  at- 
tain in  some  proportion  the  objects  of  his  formet 
amendment. 

He  then  moved  the  same  amendment  as  the 
last.  limitiB({  it  to  the  distillation  of /rutte. 

This  motion  was  also  negatived. 

No  other  amendment  being  offered,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  as  amended^  and  read  a 
third  time.  » 


Weonbsdat,  March  20. 

Mr.  Tucker,  from  ,the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  prevent  the 
circulation  of  unchartered  bank  notes,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

[This  bill  does  not  operate  on  the  notes  of  any 
unchartered  bank  already  established,  and  the 
penalties  for  circulating  the  notes  prohibited  are 
not  to  atuch  to  the  passer  of  the  notes,  but  to  the 
institution  which  shall  issue  them.] 

Mr.  Tucker  also  reported  a  bill  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  completing  the  centre  building  of 
the  Capitol;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
initted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  making  an  appropriation  for  enclosing  and 
improving  the  Capitol  square. 

Mr.  Tucker  also  reflorted  a  bill  to  appropriate 
the  marriage  license  lax  within  Washington 
county  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  New  Jersey,  from  a  select  com- 
mittee, made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Andrew 
Law ;  which  was  read :  when,  Mr.  W.  reported 
a  bill  to  extend  the  patent  granted  to  Andrew 
Law  for  an  improvement  in  the  mode  of  printing 
music ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  MiooLBTON,  from  the  Commiuce  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Travis,  and  others,  which  was  read ;  when,  Mr. 
R.  reported  a  bill  allowing  pay  to  certain  persons 
made  prisoners  with  the  revenue  cutter  Surveyor  ^ 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  *^  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property 
lost,  captured,  or  destroyed|  by  the  enemy,  while 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  were  read^ 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Classification  and  Organization  of  the 
Militia,  reported  a  bill  for  organizing,  classing^ 
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and  armioir  ^^^  mflitit,  and  for  ealliog  ibem  forth 
to  ezeeate  the  laws  of  the  Uoioo,  suppress  fnsar- 
reetioDs,  and  repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the 
laws  heretofore  passed  for  those  purposes;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Stsarns  sabmitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion to  amend  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table : 

JUsokedf  That  the  following  be  added  to  the  stand- 
ing roles  of  the  Hoose,  viz : 

There  shsU  be  a  standina  oommittee,  consisting  of 
— -  members,  to  be  called  **  the  Committee  of  the 
RsTision  of  Bills." 

It  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  said  committee  carefUUy 
to  examine  all  bills  which  may  be  reported,  before  they 
are  introdneed  into  the  Honse,  to  make  verbal  or  tech- 
nical alteration^  or  take  the  same  into  anew  draught, 
if  they  shall  think  proper.  But  they  shall  not  diange 
the  principles  or  provisions  of  any  bill  withont  the 
consent  of  the  committee  who  shall  have  reported  the 
same. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  further  extending 
the  time  for  issuing  and  locating  military  land 
warrants,  and  for  other  purposes,"  wae  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

NATIONAL  CURRENCY^ 

Mr.  Calboun,  from  the  Committee  on  National 
Currency,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  currency 
within  the  United  States  of  the  gold  coins  of 
Qreat  Britain,  Portugal,  France,  and  Spain,  and 
the  crowns  of  France  and  five  franc  pieces  of 
Napoleon ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.     | 

Mr.  Calhoun  also  laid  before  the  House  the 
following  letter  from  the  Seeretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury : 

Tbsasubt  DirABTMSHT,  Moteh  19,  1816. 

SzB :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  dated  the  15th  instant,  making  the  fol- 
lowing inquiries  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  the 
National  Currency : 

Itt  "  la  it  practicable  or  expedient,  at  present,  to 
celiect  the  dues  of  Government  in  gold,  silver,  and 
copper  coins.  Treasury  notes,  and  notes  of  snch  banks 
as  pay  specie  for  their  bills  1" 

3d.  **  If  this  be  not  practicable  or  expedient,  at  pres- 
ent, when  ought  an  act  directing  the  dues  of  Govern- 
ment to  be  so  paid,  to  go  into  eflect,  and  what  ought 
to  be  theprovisions  of  snch  an  act  ?'' 

3d.  '•Would  it  be  expedient,  after  the  1st  of  No- 
Tember  next,  or  at  any  other  time^  to  increase  the  du- 
ties on  stamps  on  the  notes  of  such  banks  as  do  not 
pay  in  specie  1" 

4th.  '*  Are  there  any  other  measures  that  it  would  be 
expedient  to  resort  to  for  that  purpose  t" 

As  a  brief  consideration  of  the  general  subject  of 
your  letter  will  afford  the  best  foundation  for  specific 
answers  to  the  questions  whidi  have  been  proposed,  I 
pray  the  indulgence  of  the  committee  in  the  adoption 
of  that  course. 

When  the  hanks,  during  the  Bummer  of  1614,  sus- 
pended the  payment  of  their  notes  in  coin,  the  Trea- 
sury notes  which  had  been  issued,  were  manifestly 
ineompetent,  both  in  amount  and  credit,  to  constitute 


a  substitute  ibr  the  metallic  emrrency.  A  dedaralwn, 
therefore,  at  that  time,  that  the  Government  would 
only  accept,  in  payment  of  the  revenue,  gold  and  silver, 
Tressury  notes  or  bank  notes  payable  on  demand  in 
coin,  would  have  been  equivalent  to  a  denial  of  the 
means  for  paying  the  duties  and  taxes,  at  the  very 
crisis  that  rendered  indispensable  a  strict  enforcement 
of  the  obligation  to  pay  them.  Nor  could  such  a  dec- 
laration have  been  properly  applied  to  the  loans  whidi 
the  necessities  of  the  Treuury  required.  A  subscrip- 
tion in  coin  wss  not  to  be  expected ;  a  subscription 
in  Treasury  notes  could  not  yield  any  active  aid  for 
general  purposes ;  and  consequently  a  subscription  in 
2ie  locsJ  currencies  of  the  several  States  must  have 
been  contemplated  as  the  chief  resource  for  procnting 
the  public  supplies,  as  well  as  for  discharging  the  pnHio 
engagements.  Under  a  sense,  therefore,  of  the  neoessi^ 
wMch  seems,  for  a  time,  to  have  reconciled  the  whole 
nation  to  the  suspension  of  payments  in  coin,  die 
Troasuiy  conttnned  to  receive  bank  notes,  in  satis&o- 
tion  of  every  public  claim  and  demand ;  and  Congress, 
after  a  session  of  six  months,  adjourned  on  the  3d  of 
March,  ISlfi,  without  intimating  any  objection,  or 
making  any  provision,  upon  the  subject. 

The  same  state  of  things  continued  throughout  the 
year  1616.  In  the  annual  estimates  communicated  to 
Congress,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session, 
it  was  stated,  that  the  aggregate  amount  which  would 
probably  be  realieed  and  received  at  the  Treasury  du- 
ring 1815,  from  revenue  and  loans,  might  be  placed  at 
the  sum  of  about  $30,400,000.  But  the  gross  amount 
of  Treasury  notes  issued  and  unredeemed  in  1816, 
could  not  be  averaged  higher  than  $16,000,000;  and 
the  amount  in  actual  drcnlation  must  be  taken  at  a 
much  less  sum ;  for,  whenever  and  wherever  the  Trea- 
sury notes  rose  to  par,  and  above  par,  they  were,  for 
obvious  reasons,  withheld  from  the  ordinary  uses  in 
exchange.  Nor  was  it  in  the  power  of  the  Treasury 
to  augment  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  beyond  the 
immediate  demand  for  fiscal  purposes.  Treasury  notes 
have  not  hitherto  been  regarded  by  the  law  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  national  currency,  and  the  authority  to 
issue  them  is  only  grsnted,  ss  an  auxiliary  fur  supply- 
ing the  occasional  deficiencies  of  the  revenue.  In  the 
New  England  States  alone,  the  banks  still  professed 
to  pay  their  notes  upon  demand  in  gold  and  silver ; 
but,  in  fact,  the  issues  of  bank  notes  in  that  quarter 
have  proved  inadequate  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  com- 
munity ;  and  the  revenue  is  almost  entirely  collected 
in  Tressury  notes,  which  have  been  purchased  at  a 
considerable  discount.  It  is  certain,  therefore,  that 
neither  Treasury  notes,  nor  circulating  coin,  nor  the 
notes  of  banks  paying  in  coin,  could  furnish,  in  1816, 
a  sufficient  medium,  to  satisfy  the  amount  of  the 
duties,  taxes,  snd  loans,  for  the  year.  But,  it  is  import- 
ant here  to  add,  that  while  the  interior  of  the  conn- 
try  was  as  destitute  of  a  currency  of  coin,  as  the  cities 
and  towns  upon  the  Atlantic^  the  Treasury  note  me- 
dium wss,  in  effect,  monopolised  by  the  commeroial 
cities;  and  the  local  banks  fiimished  all  the  means 
which  the  planter  or  the  fonner  could  collect  for  the 
payment  of  his  rent  or  his  tax. 

During  the  year  1815,  the  efiects  of  the  late  war 
upon  public  and  private  credit  were  still  folt ;  and  the 
extraordinary  event,  which  involved  Europe  in  a  new 
conflict,  threatened  a  continuance  of  the  drain  upon 
our  gold  and  silver ;  to  be  augmented,  according  to  a 
general  apprehension,  by  the  force  of  an  unfavorable 
Jbahnce  of  trade.    Under  such  circumstances,  the  res- 


1281 


fiisf  OBT  OF  coimsa». 


laas 


H.  OF  R. 


Natumal  Currwcy. 


Marchi  1810. 


tontkm  of  the  naikmal  conwnqr  of  coin  omld  not 
ceaae  to  bo  deiinble ;  but  it  must  become  more  dU&- 
CttJt  in  the  accomplishment.  The  tlternative  issue  of 
the  measure  deserved,  therofi>re,  the  most  serious  con- 
•ideiation ;  and  it  was  to  be  determined,  not  onJ^  upon 
views  of  fiscal  interest  and  accommodation,  but  upon 
piinoiples  of  national  poli<7  and  justice.  The  oonse- 
gosnce  of  nQecting  bank  notes,  which  were  not  paid 
on  demand  in  coin,  (if  such  payments  were  not  thereby 
rendered  general)  must  have  been  to  put  at  haaaxd  the 
eoilection  of  the  revenue,  in  point  of  time  and  in  point 
of  product ;  to  deteriorate  (if  not  to  destroy)  the  only 
adequate  medium  of  exchange,  adopted  by  the  com- 
mon eo^isent  of  the  nation,  in  a  case  of  eaUreme  neces- 
sity ;  and,  in  short,  to  shi^e  the  vtenr  foundations  of 
private  property.  The  powers  of  the  Treasury  D^iart- 
ment  were  granted,  for  porpoees  contemplated  b^  the 
Legislature  in  making  the  grant ;  but  it  is  not  befaeved, 
that  a  case  attended  with  circumstances  so  eztraordi- 
naiy,  embracing  interests  so  extensive,  an4  involving 
oonsequenoes  so  important,  was  at  any  time  anticipa- 
ted by  the  Legislature ;  or  that  it  could  be  pr<^perly 
•ubjected  to  any  other  than  the  legislative  agency. 
Having,  therefore,  made  oeveral  inefiKtual  attempts  to 
relieve  the  public  embarrassments,  it  was  deemea  the 
duty  of  the  department  to  repose,  with  confidence, 
upon  the  wisdom  and  authority  of  Congress,  for  the 
application  of  a  remedy  suited  to  the  malady  of  the 
times. 

The  period  has  arrived  when  such  a  remedy  may 
be  safoly  and  surely  api^ied.  The  opinion  expressed 
in  the  Treasury  report  of  the  6th  of  December  laat,  is 
fltiU  however  entertained,  that  the  currency  in  coin 
cannot  at  once  be  restored  ;  that  it  can  only  bo  restored 
through  a  gndual  reduction  of  the  amount,  attended 
fciy  an  amelioration  of  the  value  of  the  existing  pajper 
medium,  and  that  the  measure  of  reform  must  origi- 
nate with  the  State  banks.  It  has  been  said,  indeed, 
that  those  institutions  have  already  begun  the  salutary 
work;  that  the  amount  of  their  discounts  has  been 
seduced ;  that  the  issues  of  their  paper  have  been  re- 
stricted ;  and  that  preparations  are  made  for  convert- 
ing their  capital  ol  public  stock  into  the  mere  legiti- 
mate capital  of  gold  and  silver.  Public  confidence 
must  natmnllv  follow  these  just  and  judicious  airango- 
aei^;  but  the  interposttien  of  the  Government  will 
•till  be  required,  to  secure  a  successful  result. 

It  most  at  all  times  be  a  dclioito  task  to  euct  the 
pagrment  of  duties  and  taxes  in  gold  and  silver,  bc^fove 
the  TieaMry  is  prapaied,  independent  of  any  eontia- 
gency,  to  give  an  assurance  that  the  public  efediloie 
ehall  be  paid  in  the  same  er  an  equivalent  medium. 
H  however,  e  Natiimal  Bank  be  now  eslabli^ed,  this 
•■ronnee  may  be  conAdcnftly  given ;  and  it  is  believed 
ttoift  the  appvdiension  will  nreve  unfounded,  which 
•oggesls  that  the  issue  of  bank  paper  will  be  incieasedi 
•ad  oonseqnently  iviU  demeciate  by  the  operalien  of 
•■ch  •&  inatitmion.  A  demand  for  the  pnper  ef  the 
Nalbnal  Bank  may  diminish  the  demand  for  the  peper 
ef  the  State  banks,  but,  after  the  restoration  of  the 
eutrency  in  coin,  the  whole  iasne  of  bank  peper  will 
be  regulated  by  the  whole  demand ;  and  the  piopor- 
tion  of  the  issue  to  be  eo^yed  by  the  National  Bank 
and  the  State  banks,  respectively,  will  be  thesuljectof 
a  foir  competition,  without  afiecting  the  public  inter- 
ests or  convenience.  If,  therefore,  the  State  banks 
have  resumed  the  payment  of  their  notes  in  ooin,  be- 
fore the  National  Bank  shall  be  organized,  there  will 
be  no  hazard  of  disappointment  in  promising  a  similar 


pigment  to  the  pnUic  ereditspi;  bntewn  H  thiihe 
not  the  case,  the  hazard  will  be  slight,  considering  ell 
the  Jegiilstive  precautions  which  it  is  proposed  Jto 
adopt.  Added  to  the  metsUift  ci^tal  of  the  National 
Bank,  the  depositee  of  the  revenue,  collected  in  gold 
and  silver,  must  be  a  sufficient  basis  for  a  eircnl^ion 
of  coin  ;  as  the  uses  for  the  peper  of  the  bai^  extend- 
ing throughout  the  nation,  will  be  constant  as  well  as 
uniform. 

Under  these  general  impresrions  I  have  the  honor 
to  snbmit  the  spedfic  snaweie  to  yow  inqnriea,  fai  the 
following  fonn : 

1.  That  it  be  made  by  law  tiie  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  give  public  notice  th^  from  and 
after  the  31st  day  of  December  next,  ft  will  not  be  law- 
ffoX  to  receive  fai  payment  to  the  United  States,  any- 
thing but  gold,  silver,  and  copper  coins,  constituting 
the  lawful  national  currency  ;  provided,  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  may,  as  heretofore,  authoriM 
end  allow  the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  sudi  banks  is 
may  pay  their  notes,  on  demand,  in  the  lawful  money 
of  &e  United  States. 

2.  That,  from  and  after  the  same  day,  it  she!!  not 
be  lawfiil  for  the  Secreteiy  of  the  Trsesnry  to  authoriae 
or  allow  depeeites  of  the  revenue  to  be  made,  or  lo  be  eoa- 
tinned,  in  any  bank  which  ahali  not  pay  its  notes,  when 
demanded,  in  the  lawful  money  of  the  United  States. 

3.  That,  from  and  after  the  same  day,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  take  legal 
measures  for  dbleining  payment,  in  the  lawful  money 
of  the  United  States,  of  all  notes  or  sums  on  deposite, 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  issued  by,  or  deposited 
in,  any  bank  which  shall  not  then  pay  its  notes  and 
depositee,  on  demand,  in  the  lawful  money  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

4.  That,  from  and  after  the  same  day,  the  notes  of 
banks  and  bankers  shall  be  chaiged  wifii  a  graduated 
stamp  duty,  advanced  at  least  two  hundred  per  eent 
upon  the  present  duty,  without  the  privilege  of  com- 
mutation ;  saving,in  thai  rmf^  all  existing  coBttacts ; 
Promdtdf  That  if  any  banks  or  bankers  shall,  on  or 
before  the  ist  dsj  of  November  next,  ooti^r  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasuiy  that  their  notes  will  be  paid  in 
coin,  upon  demsnd,  after  the  3 Ist  of  December ;  and  if 
it  be  proved  to  his  satisfaction  that,  after  that  day,  pay- 
ment was  so  made,  then,  vnth  respect  to  such  banks 
or  bankers,  the  rate  of  duty  and  the  privilege  of  com- 
mutation ^all  remain  as  now  established  by  law. 

Although  the  ancoess  of  these  measufes  ia  noiin  my 
degree  doubted,  it  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  if  it 
ever  shall  become  necessaiy  to  increase  their  force, 
provision  might  be  made,  ander  the  CUmatilutional 
power  of  Congreai,  to  subject  all  banks  and  bsnkew^ 
tiuling  to  pay  theb  notes,  aeoerding  to  the  terms  of  the 
contract,  to  a  seianie  of  theit  estatea  and  eflects,  for 
the  benefit  of  their  ciedttors,  as  in  a  case  of  legil 
bankruptcy. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  letter,  without  an  ezpzesaion 
of  some  solicitude,  at  the  nreaent  situation  of  the  Trea- 
sury. The  State  banks  haw  ceased  to  afibrd  anj  ae- 
commodation  for  the  tranefor  of  its  funds.  The  reve- 
nue is  paid  (as  already  stated)  in  Tnseuij  note*, 
where  Treasury  notes  are  below  par ;  and  the  public 
engagements  can  only  be  satisfoctoriay  discharged  in 
Treasuzy  notes,  which  are  immediately  funded  at  seven 
per  cent.  Where  Treasury  nntee  are  above  paiv  the 
local  accnmuletion  of  bank  credits  is  beyond  the  local 
demands,  and  the  excess  cannot  be  used  elsewhere* 
Discontent  and  i^oulation  are  abroad ;  tnd  aU  tfa^ 
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Daty  on  SHOB^l^^rjf'-^MUitary  Staff. 


H.  •#  K 


fjlJMrtag  of  tli«  •aonaft  of  t]|o  foadod  d^  OMted 
flmcotfaa  roinmaroaont  of  Iha  l4to  war,  will  probably 
£ul,  nnlea  the  wiidom  of  CongreM  shall  efiectoally 
mpovide  for  the  etr^  rortoratioa  of  an  uniform  National 
Cnrrencj. 

I  havv  the  honor  to  be,  &c 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Ca'lbovit,  Chairmon^  4«> 

TAX  ON  STILLS. 

An  engrOsstd  bill,  MititUd  "  A9  act  to  abolish 
the  existing  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  and  to  lay  other  duties  in  lieu  of 
those  at  present  imposed  on  licenses  to  distfUers 
of  spirituous  liquors,"  was  read  the  third  time ; 
and  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  passed, 
in  the  affirmatire — yeas  118,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

YsAs — ^MeMHU  Adgate,  Alexander,  Areher,  Ather- 
ton.  Baker,  Bassett,  Bateman»  Bennett,  Betto,  Bird- 
sail,  Bloant,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brooks,  Brown,  Bryan, 
Gadk,  Calhoun,  Champion,  ChappeU,  Cillegm  Clarke 
of  N.  Carolina,  Clark  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Clenden- 
nin,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conner,  Cooper,  Crawford, 
Croeheron,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Darenport,  Desha, 
Edwards,  Forney,  Gaston,  Ohohion,  €K>la,  Goodwvn, 
Orosveuor,  Hahn,  Hale,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hardin, 
Hawee,  Henderson,  Herbert,  Hopkuuon,  Huger,  Ing- 
ham, frying  of  New  Toric,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  North  CaroliBa, 
Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lowndee,  Lumpkin, 
I^oOf  Maday,   Masdi,    Maeon,    Bfayrant,    McCoy, 
MeLeaa  «f  Kentvoky,  McLean  of  CNuo,  Middleton,; 
Itihaor,  MoQia,  Moseley ,  N«hR>tt  ef  MaMachnsetts,  Nd- 
aea  of  Yiiginiat  Panis,  Pickens,  Paskering,  Pipsr,! 
Powell,  Reed,  Robertson.  Root,  Rain,  R«ggles»  Savage, 
Smith  of  Maiyland,  Smith  df  Va^  Soathaid,  Steams, 
Strong,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  Tate,  Taal,  Taylor  of  New 
York*  Taylor  of  S.  Carolina,  Telfiiir,  Throop,  Town-, 
send,  Tutter,  WaUace,  Ward  of  New  Yoik,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Webeter,  Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wilooz,  i 
Wilde,  Wilkin,  WiUonghby,  William  Wilson,  Yates. ; 
Nats — Messrs.  Baer,  Breckenridge,  Burwell,  Cul-  { 
per,  Goldsboiough,  Hnngerford,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
cKee,  Newton,  Ruidolph,  Roane,  Stanford,  Tose. 

LIQUIDATION  OP  CLAIMS. 

The  bill  to  proTide  for  the  adjusunent  of  certain 
accounts,  in  which  papers  or  Toucbera  have  been ' 
lost,  was  withdrawn  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  whom  ii  had  been  referred ;  and  the 
House  proceeded  to  coaaider  the  bill. 

After  a  good  deal  of  discussion  on  the  princi* 

Sle  as  well  as  the  details  of  th^bill  (to  which  son- 
ry  amendments  were  offiered)— in  which  Messrs. 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lowndes,  Pabbis,  Gold, 
and  others, aimporced  the  bill;  and  Messrs.' Pit- 
kin, HooBB,  HoFKiNsoN.  attd  others,  opposed  it —  . 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  tor  a  third 
reading. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  LowNiyie. 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
to  repeal  the  duties  on  household  furstture,  and 
on  gold  and  stlrer  watches ;  to  which  no  amend* 
mefit  beiDg  offered,  the  Committee  proceeded  to 
take  up  the  bill  to  regulate 

THE  TARIFF; 
which,  having  been  read  through,  aod  lakea  i(p 


S?i 


Mr,  STBONa  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  fay  strik- 
ing out  the  clause  which  imposes  a  duty  of  25  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  on  imported  woollen  and  cotton 
manufactures  of  all  descriptions,  and  to  substi- 
tute a  provision  imposing  a  tax  of  33^  per  cenf. 
on  manufactures  of  cotton,  and  28  per  cent*  on 
those  of  wool. 

This  motion  involving  the  question  to  what 
extent  domestic  (abrics  shall  be  encouraged  bgr 
protecting  duties  on  foreign  manufactures— 

Mr.  STftONO  supported  his  motion,  and  the 
expediency  of  makmg  the  duty  on  the  imported 
articles  higher  than  waa  proponed  by  the  btlL 

hir,  LowNDBB  rose  and  replied  to  Mr.  Stbono 
on  the  question  of  extending  the  duty,  ukiag  a 
clear  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  subject  of 
protecting  duties  generally  \  supportii^  the  sys- 
tem proposed  by  the  bill,  and  stating  the  motives 
which  induced  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  report  a  smaller  duty  on  the  articles 
named,  than  was  recommended  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  ^, 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  commenced  some 
remarks  on  the  subject,  but  not  anticipating  that 
the  question  would  be  put  to-day,  and  wishing  to 
refer  to  some  notes  not  by  him,  be  moved  that  the 
Committee  rise. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  the  bill  to 
repeal  the  tax  on  furniture  and  watches-^whiah 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading — 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  bill  to  re^<- 
alate  the  tariff  of  duties. 

THE  MILITARY  STAFF. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JosNaoN,  of 
Kentooky,  resolved  itself  into  a  CoaMoittee  of  the 
Whole  on  th^  hill  to  oi^ganize  a  general  staff  lor 
the  Army. 

Mr.  JoiiNaoN  then  entered  into  a  detailed  com^ 
parative  view  of  the  itaff  proposed  by  the  bill 
with  that  which  existed  daring  the  war^  to  show 
that  the  Military  Committee  had  not  recooir 
mended  an  extravafaot  stafi^  or  one  greater  in 
proportion  lo  the  number  of  men  retained  on  the 
Peace  Bstablishment  than  was  allowed  and  fomid 
Beeessary  dttring  the  war. 

Mr.  SauTWy  of  Maryland,  followed  Mr.  Jomi- 
aoN  in  support  of  the  general  object  of  the  bill} 
but  regretted  there  was  not  a  greater  propoition 
of  officers  allowed  for  the  Quartermaater's  de- 
partment, the  value  and  necessity  ef  wheee  ser^ 
vices  he  enforeed  by  a  few  remarks. 

Tbe  Comeattlee  tiien  paoeaeded  in  the  coaaid- 
oration  of  the  bill,  and  adopted* several  minor 
aaMndmeata  at  tke  auggestioa  of  Mr.  Jobnbon, 
of  Keoiocky. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Tari.4^B,  of  New 
Yark,  to  strike  from  tbe  bill  tbe  dause  which 
provides  for  the  retentioB  of  certain  ataff  officers 
who  had  been  provisiooally  retained  b^  the  Pret- 
ideai  of  the  United  Stales  sinoa  t^  time  of  r»> 
dactag  the  Army  to  the  Peace  Ssiablishment* 
Mr.  T.  thought  this  clause  interfered  with  the 
Conatittttiooal  power  of  the  Prasideat  wk^  Senate 
to  All  offices*  Aithoag h  the  officers  aUuded  to 
had  bean  iu  thaaervkse^  and  had  bean  passed  oa 
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by  the  President  and  Senate,  they  were  now  to 
all  intents  priTate  citizens,  and  this  bill  would 
legislate  them  into  office  again  without  allowing 
the  President  to  act  in  the  case.  Mr.  T.  declared 
that  his  motion  arose  from  no  want  of  res|>ect  for 
the  characters  of  the  gentlemen  referred  to  in 
the  bill; 

Mr.  JoBNBON^  of  Kentucky,  said  he  thou|rht, 
instead  of  the  bill  legislating  Hhose  persons  into 
office,  the  motion  would  legislate  them  out  of 
office,  and  he  was  opposed  to  the  latter  legislation 
as  much  as  to  the  former.  He  denied  that  they 
were  reduced  to  the  rank  of  private  citizens,  and 
iisserted  that  they  had  been  constantly  in  ser?ice. 
After  some  further  remarks  by  Mr.  J.  to  prove  the 
impropriety  of  carrying  those  officers  a^io  before 
the  Senate,  and  to  establish  the  propriety  of  the 
clause  as  it  stood  in  the  bill — 

Mr.  HuLBBBT  said  he  would  not  sanction  the 
clause  if  be  thought  it  susceptihie  of  the  construc- 
tion givep  to  it  by  Mr.  Taylor  ;  but  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  had  already  done  their  duty,  and 
as  those  officers  were  now  io  office,  and  had  been 
80  ever  since  their  appointment,  he  could  see  no 
reason  for  going  through  the  process  again,  or 
troubling  the  Senate  to  repeat  its  former  de- 
cision, £c. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Pickbriho  against 
the  proposition — 

Mr.  Tatx«or'8  motion  was  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

The  Committee  having  gone  through  the  Staff 
bill,  proceeded,  on  motion  oi  Mr.  Johnson,  to  take 
up  tne  bill  to  establish  an  additional  military 
academy ;  which  having  been  read — 
^  Mr.  PiOKBRtNO  said  it  had  occurred  to  him  that 
provisions  might  be  incorporated  into  this  bill 
which  would  make  it  much  more  useful,  by  ex- 
tending it  to  naval  as  well  as  military  jroung  men ; 
and  as  West  Point  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  a 

E roper  situation  for  the  instruction  of  both,  he 
ad  prepared  a  substitute  for  the  present  oiil, 
which  with  permission  he  would  read. 

Mr.  P.  then  offered,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  a  substitute,  embracing  in  detail  the  view 
substantial] jp^  stated  by  him }  which  was  received 
without  objection^  and  subsequently  the  House 
ordered  it  to  be  printed. 

No  other  motion  beine  made,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  bills  with  their  several 
amendments;  and 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments to  the  general  staff  bill  $  which  were  suc- 
cessively agreed  to. 

An  ineffectual  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bbttb 
to  reduce  the  number  of  judge  advocates  proposed 
from  three^o  one. 

Mr.  Johnson  had  made  an  unsuccessful  mo- 
tion, in  Committee,  to  add  a  section  to  the  bill 
authorizing  the  Presiden^of  the  United  Sutes  to 
employ  five  thousand  dollars  in  the  purchase  of 
eertain  military  charts  and  surveys  owned  by 
William  Tatham. 

Mr.  Nblson,  of  Virginia,  now  renewed  this 
motion,  which  he  supported  with  zeal  and  feeling, 
•n  the  ground  of  toie  Revolutioaary  services  St 


Colonel  Tatham,  and  the  value  of  the  charts  and 
maps  which  it  was  proposed  to  purchase  for  the 
use  of  the  nation. 

The  motion  was  supported  also  by  Mr.  Conoict, 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  Hall,  and  carried — yeas  48, 
nays  aL 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 

Tborsdat,  March  81. 

Mr.  RoBBRTSON.  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  maae  a  report ;  which  was  remd, 
and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Beiolved.  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to 
establish  a  land  office  for  the  sale  of  public  lands 
at  the  town  of  Arkansas,  in  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri, or  at  the  town  of  Jackson,  in  the  county  of 
Cape  Girardeau,  in  the  same  Territory. 

Mr.  Nblson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  limit 
the  right  of  appeal  from  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  tor  theDistrictof  Columbia,"  with 
an  amendment  j  which  was  read,'and  agreed  to 
by  the  House  i  and  the  said  amendment  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  to«morrow. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  inform  this 
House  what  course  has  been  pursued  by  the  War 
Department  as  to  the  payment  of  interest  in  cases 
where  bills  have  been  drawn  on  the  Department 
for  money  actually  received  by  a  public  agent, 
and  which  bills  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the 
Secretary  to  paj  for  want  of  funds. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsttb,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  increasing  the  annual  allow- 
ance  to  Ministers  of  the  United  States  to  foreigra 
nations,  and  of  allowing  annual  salaries  to  tlie 
Consuls  of  the  United  States  at  foreign  ports. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  repeal 
the  act  entitled  *An  act  to  provide  additional  rer- 
eaues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Governmeot 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  dutiea 
on  household  furniture  and  on  gold  and  silver 
watches,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  li- 
quidation of  certain  claims,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

MILITART  STAFF. 

The  engrossed  bill  (o  organize  a  general  staff 
for  the  Army,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  after  repeating  his 
obieciions  to  that  clause  of  the  bill  which  pro- 
vides for  retaining  certain  officers  (deemed  by 
him  not  to  be  in  service)  without  the  further 
sanction  of  the  President  and  Senate,  and  the  ne- 
cessity he  was  therefore  under  of  voting  against 
a  bill  whose  objects  he  approved,  if  the  clause  was 
not  modified — and  for  the  purpoae  of  haviag  the 
bill  made  conformable  to  his  views  on  this  point, 
he  moved  that  it  be  recommitted  to  the  Military 
Committee. 

Messrs,  Hall,  RooTj  and  Hardin,  respectively 
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svppwted  the  reeommitoitDt  oo  tbe  groond  ef 
objeetioo  to  the  ■eeCion  of  the  bill,  yesterday 
•dopted,  to  tppropriate  fife  thoosaod  dollars  for 
the  pwchase  of  military  maps  and  eharts. 

Mr.  Nblson.  of  Virginia,  opposed  tbe  reeom- 
mitment,  and  supported  that  nrovisioo  of  tbe  bill 
which  was  tbe  i^roond  of  toe  latter  otyectioD. 
which  turned  entirely  on  the  merits  of  Colonel 
Taiham,  the  owner  of  the  maps  which  it  was 
eontem|uated  to  purchase,  and  the  value  of  tbe 
charts,  dbc. 

The  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  was  agreed  to. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  acain  resoWed  itself  into  a  Corn- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
duties  on  imports,  Ac. 

lir.  StbjOho  withdrew  tbe  motion  be  made 
yesterday  to  increase  the  doty  on  imported  cot- 
tons and  woollens ;  and 

Mr.  Ci«AT  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
creasing the  duty  on  imported  cottons  from  twen- 
tv-fire  to  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent.  Mr. 
C.  made  this  motion,  he  said,  to  try  the  sense  of 
tbe  House  as  to  the  extent  to  which  it  was  willing 
to  go  in  protecting  domestic  manufactures — as- 
saniing  that  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion 
on  the  propriety  of  such  protection,  but  only  oo 
the  degree  to  which  encouragement  should  be 
carried.  He  proceeded  to  advocate  a  thorough 
and  decided  protection  by  ample  duties,  and  sup- 
ported his  motion  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  replied  to  Mr.  Cvay, 
and  argued  against  increasing  the  duty  beyond 
tlie  amount  recommended  in  tbe  bill.  Mr.  8. 
took  a  very  wide  view  of  the  subject;  discussing 
eepp^rately  and  fully  the  effect  which  would  be 
produced  by  the  proposed  duties  on  commerce,  on 
ananufaotures,  on  agriculture,  and  on  the  revenue, 
and  suting  incidentally  some  objections  to  tbe 
bill,  and  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Trea»ttry.  He  was  in  favor  of  protecting 
domestic  fabrics,  but  differed  from  Mr.  CvaT  ns 
to  the  extent  of  that  protection. 

Mr.  LowHoas  followed  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gvay, 
and  in  reply  also  to  Mr.  Smitb'b  objections  to  the 
report  of  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He 
entered  into  an  ample  and  particular  defence  of 
tb^  system  reported  on  the  subject  by  the  com- 
mitiee;  when  the  question  on  Mr.  Ci^t'b.  motion 
was  dveided  in  the  negative— *ayes  51,  navs  43. 

Mr.  PiCKBRiMO  then,  with  the  view  or  substi- 
tuting an  ad  valorem  dutjf,  moved  to  strike  out 
that  clause  of  the  fir^t  section  which  provides  that 
all  cotton  cloths,  /except  nankeens,)  the  original 
coat  of  which  at  the  place  whence  imported  shall 
be  less  than  tweqty*five  cents  per  square  yard, 
ahall.be  taken  to  have  cost  twenty-five  cents  per 
square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  ac- 
cordingly. 

This  motion  |[ave  rise  to  further  debate,  in 
which  the  expediency  of  protecting  duties  and 
their  extent  were  discussed  at  much  length.  It 
was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  LowiiDBB,  StbonOi  and  Tatlob,  and 

eight  or  ten  rising  in  ite  faTor. 


Mr.  Cult  then  renewed  his  motion  in  a  modi- 
fied shape,  by  proposing  to  extend  the  duty  on 
cotton  goods  to  thirty  per  cent,  in  lieu  of  twenty- 
five. 

Mr.  C.  advocated  this  motion  still  more  at 
length  than  the  first— replyinf^  to  many  of  Mr. 
Smith's  arguments,  and  entering  largely  into  the 
general  question  of  the  expediency  of  aflbrding 
protection  to  our  own  manufactures. 

Mr.  RoBBRTBON  replied  to  Mr.  Clat,  and  an- 
swered generally  the  objections  whicb  had  been 
urged  by  Mr.  C.  and  others  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  which  he  de- 
fended as  proposiiw  a  just  and  ample  protection 
to  domestic  manufactures. 

After  Mr.  R.  concluded,  the  Commitue  rose^ 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again,  and  tbe  House  ad- 
journed. 


Friday,  March  22. 

Mr.  Babbbtt  submitted  tbe  following  resoltt^ 
tions : 

Retokei,  Thai  a  Navsl  Acsdemy  be  sslsbliAed  al 
WsshiBgion»  to  consislrof — ^  ppsAsMus  sad  teacfaeiSp 
at  which  sU  the  midshipmen  in  the  ssrvioe  of  the  Val- 
ted  States  shall  be  iiistxjacted»  when  not  in  actual  ser- 
vice. That  the  Secretsry  of  the  Navy  be  leqniied  0 
adjust  a  proper  plan,  to  select  a  proper  site,  to  canss  a 
jost  estimate  of  ths  eipense,  ana  report  thereon  in  the 
first  week  of  the  next  session  of  Congrese. 

Baohfedf  That  an  able  teacher  be  pronded  for  eich 
seventy-four  end  forty-four  in  commission,  whose  ssl- 

siy  shall  be dollsrs.    There  shall  be  allotted  to 

each  ship,  as  aboTe»  a  double  portion  at  least  of  mid- 
shipmen, and  their  thus  shall  be  equally  divided  be- 
tween ship  doty  and  study.  No  midshipman  shall  be 
allotted  to  any  of  the  smaller  venels  until  he  hss  been 
two  years  st  least  in  service. 

RtBohei,  That number  of  apprentices  be  en- 
tered amraally  to  the  United  States^  to  be  maintained, 
and  instructed  in  naval  aiohilsctoie,  draughting,  draw- 
ing* all  the  branches  of  mathsmaties,  geomstry,  and 
navigation**  Their  instruction  to  dose  with  twoyena 
service  at  sea»  as  carpenter,  in  a  vessel  of  the  United 
States. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Babbbtt,  in 
wliich  he  quoted  the  examples  of  various  Buro^ 
penn  countries,  in  support  of  his  motion,  the  reso- 
lutions were  agreed  to.« 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CtoiBBT,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  increasing  the  c6mpensation 
now  allowed  by  law  to  the  collectors  of  the  in- 
ternal revenue  of  the  United  States. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  respecting  the  val- 
uation of  landsy  lots,  dweUing-nouse,  and  slaves,  in 
Pennsvlvania.  made  in  obedience  to  the  resoiu-* 
tion  of  the  House  of  the  7th  instant,  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bitrwbll,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  supjiort  of  the  Military  Bstahlishment  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  year  1816;  which  wna 
read  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  upon  the  subject  of  revenue. 
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Mr.  Nelson,  of  Yirginia,  from  ibe  CommiUee 
«ii  the  Judieiary.  reported  a  biti  eonoerntng  JohD 
P.  Mftzwell  and  Hagh  H.  Maxwell;  wlucli  was 
read  cwiee,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  *    / 

Mr.  JoBHSON,  of  KeotttekT,  from  the  Military 
Com mittee^  reported  tbe  bill  orsaaisitig  ageae- 
nk  etaffj  with  an  amendment  [striking  out  the 
last  section,  containing  the  appropriation  of  ive 
thousand  dollars  for  the  porehase  of  military 
charts,  dtc] 

'  After  a  short  discnssion  on  the  propriety  of  ihe 
amendment,  and  the  supposed  value  of  the  charts 
referred  to,  d^c.,  the  ameodinent  was  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  ea* 
^ossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Honse,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsttb,  re* 
solved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  concerning  settlers  on  the  public  lands, 
which  passed  through  the  Committee,  was  re- 
ported to  the  House  without  amendment,  and 
Ofdered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  limit  the  right  of 
Appeal  from  the  Cirouit  Court  of  the  Dit>ne<  of 
.Coiomkia,  was  read  a  third  t-tme,  aad  panwd. 

The  bill  aotboricing  a  stibseription  to  a  second 
'6ditiOB  of  the  pablic  docutneots  by  T.  B.  Watt 
^  Co.,  passed  tnroogh  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  was  ordered  for  a  third  reading. 

THE  TAMPF. 

'  The  House  then  again  resohred  iuelf  into  a 
tJommittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  regulate 
Ihe  tariff  of  duties — Mr*  Cl4Y^s  motion  to  in- 
crease the  dutv  on  imported  cotton  cloths  to 
Ihirty  p^r  cent,  oeing  still  under  coasideratioo. 

Mr.  IiiGB AM  said,  he  had  risen  yeater4ay  for  the 
purpose  of  replying  to  some  obserfalioaa  thai 
were  made  bv  thegentleaMa  fcoml»oiiisia«a<{Mr. 
RoBBBTaoN.)  and  aleo  (Jm  ehairaian  of  thie  Com* 
BMiiae  «f  Ways  and  Mtaas^  (Mr.  LowiiDBs)-«fae 
had  ,Bot  iatendcd  then  lo  oooBpy  mooh  cif  the 
liflM  of  the  Coaamittee,  a«d  ha  vhoald  a»t  aiwse 
Hm  indQlgence  he  had  reoeiftd  by  doing  it  bow. 
Having  been  a  member  of  the  commutee  who 
Mported  th^  bill,  and  haviog  had  the  mirforuine 
lo  he  in  the  minorily  when  aome  very  iatportaat 
priBciples  had  been  decidad  by  that  eommiilee, 
which  he  hoped  would  not  now  ha  tfaecaaa,he 
thoaght  it  his  datv  to  aiihaont  aame  of  the  views 
thai  had  ocearrad  lo  him  ia  the  coarse  of  the 
disansaioQ. 

It  was  not  his  iatentioa  to  go  at  laagv  into  the 
discussion  of  the  policy  of  the  CWeiBmeiii^  ta 
OBOOticagiAff  Baaaufaenires,  bat  ha  ahoold  aadea- 
Tor  to  confine  himself  to  a  coasideeatioo  of  the 
ahjectioBs  that  had  been  mrged  against  the  mo* 
tioB  before  the  Hoose,  whioh  ha  had  BBderstood, 
by  the  ftnenil  oonraa  of  the  argnmenta,  to  be*^ 

1st.  That  the  amount  of  4utf  proposed  was 
incompatible  with  the  iscai  polioy  of  die  dov- 
emmeiil. 

2d.  That  the  high  duties  on  imponad  eottaa 
and  woollen  goods  ariU  injure  the  aavigating  ia* 
laresta  of  the  llniUd  Stales. 

3d.   That  we  ooght  to  coafiaetmr  protaeiiott 


of  mana&etores  ezclQsirdy  to  artieles  «f  todia- 
pensaMe  necessity  in  time  of  war,  and  to  articles 
of  first  necessity  in  time  of  peace. 

As  respects  the  revenae  qaeaiion,  Mr.  I.  said, 
he  had  not  expected  to  luvre  eeen  the  diaeuasion 
assume  this  direction,  because  the  great  prioei« 
pie  involved  in  this  bill  was  not  a-reveaue  pro* 
position.  Coagrass  had  already  provided  by  law 
for  alt  the  revenoea  demanded  by  the  exigencies 
of  the  Cbvernment,  and  the  only  relation  thia 
bill  could  have  to  the  revenue  was,  the  geaeral 
limit  of  the  i^regate  of  the  daties  lo  be  imposed. 
Its  ^eat  primary  ol^ect  was  to  make  such  a 
modification  of  duties  upon  the  various  articles 
of  impoitaiioa,  as  wonkl  give  the  nocesaary  and 
proper  protection  and  anpport  to  the  agriealtori^ 
manufactures^  and  commerce  of  the  coaatry. 
The  revenne  ts  only  an  tneideotal  eodsideractoo, 
and  it  ooght  not  to  have  any  iafloaBoe  ia  the  de- 
cision upon  the  proposition  before  the  Commit 
tee.  With  a  view  then,  to  theae  great  objects, 
is  it  not  most  obviously  the  policy  of  the  CKivern- 
ment  to  insure  to  ib  agricaltore  the  advaatage  of 
a  home  market,  that  cannot  be  afieoted  by  the 
caprioe  and  vexatious  imposiiioiis  of  Ibivjga  op- 
tions 1  The  principal  raw  materials  used  jo  our 
maoafac  lories  have  become  great  staples  of  the 
couatrv,  the  valae  Of  which  weald  be  greatly  ia*' 
oreaaeu  by  a  demand  for  them  at  home,  as  well 
as  enaay  other  articles,  that  caanot  bow  fiad  a 
market  anywhere  etae.  Mr.  L  said,  he  did  boi 
intend  to  pursue  the  argument  on  this  part  of  the 
sabjeot ;  it  was  only  necessary  to  meiKtoa  it,  the 
iBteUtgence  of  the  House  would  aopply  the  omis- 
sion. Bat  the  man  niaatoring  ioteresu  are  viully 
oonecvned  in  the  fote  of  this  bill  and  its  detailar 
[lis  believed  that  not  tass  tbaa  #100,000^000  have 
been  ia  vested  in  maniifaciBres,  in  the  coar»e  of. 
the  last  eight  or  ten  years,  and  these  4Wnish^  ia 
times  of  prosperitv,  profitable  employaeot  to 
many  thouaanda  of  persons  who  could  procure 
aobsiateBce  la  bo  other  way ;  they  eoBsame  Test 
qaontiiies  of  the  products  of  tne  ootKitry,  and 
create  a  demand  for  raw  nfateriats  which  are  im- 

Krted  from  abroad,  to  an  exieat  not  easily  be- 
ved  by  those  who  have  no  practioal  ac^uaiat- 
aace  with  ihe  facta;  they  aopply  aubstantial  aad 
valnabie  fabrica  for  the  conveaieace  and  coanfon 
of  the  people,  which  they  can  pay  for  with  their 
soTBlaa  prodiiois,  aad  coatribnie  to  the  completion 
of  by  their  own  labor.  The  revenue  qaeatiea 
mast,  therefore,  be  regarded  aa  a  amor  ooasidtt- 
ation,  evenif  it  had  been  show»<which  it  has 
not)  that  iht  proposed  daty  woatd  yield  either 
too  mooh  or  too  Ititle  revenae.  Mr.  I.  said,  he 
ooaaidered  thia  bill  aa  «iivolving  a  great  priaeiple 
of  aatiooal  policy;  aoi  a  mere  contrivance  to 
collect  laxes  from  the  people  in  the  easiest  w^, 
withoitt  their  kaowiag it,  but  a  measore  intended 
and  calculated  to  increase  their  comfort  happl* 
nessy  aad  waakh,  and  of  course  their  di^Kwitien 
and  abiltty  la  pay  whaiaoever  the  exigaeeies  of 
the  Gtovernmeai  may  «eq«ir#,«nd  as  a  necessary 
oonsaqtieaee  lo  inoreaae  a»d  perpetuate  the  ae- 
cority,  the  peaeoi  anA  eapeotaify  the  ladepend*' 
enoa  of  %kt  oaileB.    Mr.  4%  said,  he  felt  himaatf 
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»lt«geiher  iiMKimpeteiii;  to  d»  anyiliJAf  like  jut* 
Uce  lo  this  ^nZLi  aid  iatemting  subj^ol ;  bot  hm 
•^fretted  tbiB  the  lew,  becftiue  he  knew  it  would 
li^  diseossed  by  those  who  eooU  not  he  iodnlged 
ipith  •  aiBular  exeuae.  Bat  it  ha»  beeo  taid,  that 
the  prooMtioo  of  niaoitfiieittree  woold  tend  to 
injure  oar  navigation  and  eoimnerce,  though  be 
had  not  heard  any  a&tentpt  to  pcore  the  allegation. 
What,  said  Mr.  L,  was  the  present  condition  ofoor 
WTigatiottt  Totally  earoluded  from  the  British 
West  Indies^  and  the  carrying  tnde  we  foroaerly 
had  divided-  amoag  the  Powers  of  fiarope*— tkts 
nmat  continue  asTosgJMi  they  remain  at  peace. 
In  adJitioa  to  thie^  it  mfty  he  remarked  thai,  hot 
for  the  late  treaty,  we  oould  not  have  oarried  our 
awn  eottoa  to  its  pri  oipal  markeL  lian-y  of  the 
yrodaots  of  the  Middle  Slates  can  find  no  market 
abroad.  And  do  gentleaen  suppose  that  onr  bayo 
igation  eta  be  preserved  by  encenramg  the  im^ 
portatioa  of  eotion  and  woollen  goodSf  which,  in 
CMBy  Stateit  we  have  not  the  means  of  payiag 
for»  the  belanee  of  trade  bein|f  already  most  de* 
eidedly  against  os.  This  einfdoyment  for  onr 
9nvigation  has  already  (ailed,  and  it  is  worse  than 
ttlcisory  to  rely  npon  it.  We  must  seek  for  some 
■mre  certain  emnloyaieisc  for  oar  shippiag^  that 
cannot  be  afTeded  by  the  navigation  acts  of  other 
nations.  Thie  can  only  be  found  in  onr  coasting 
Itade,  which  must  increase  with  onr  popolatian, 
and  will  be  especiaUy  promoted  by  every  pnrsnit 
thai  increases  the  intercoosse  between  the  ftutea 
on  our  maritime  frontier ;  and- it  is  the  only  trade 
eackisively  oar  own.  Donocmaaaiaelnres,iaan 
especial  manner,  cantribnie  to  this  object ;  partie- 
ularly  thai  of  cotton,  the  raw  maierial  bein^  pro* 
dioced  in  onc'CXlrcnie,  and  the  fabrici»made  in  the 
other }  tending  also  to  biad  the  Steieaby  the  indkK 
soluble  bends  of  interest  and  nmttiaidependennal 
iMH>ther  source  of  emplnyineot  for  car  n*vi|ga* 
tion  is  the  tmde  with  Sooth  America^  which  mnsi 
assemially  densod  npon  the  sooaess  of  oor  ama^ 
ofactttrea.  We  shtall  leqaitefrom  ihnncn  a  great 
variety  of  mw  maievial%aiad  the  profit  we  make 
by  working  them  wiU  enab^  os  to  onsehase  Bm^ 
topeant  goods  with  whiek  to  pay  for  tnern.  Many 
artioles  thatwn  makc^  have  already  foonda  vent 
kk  that  eottntey,  and  -this  trade  mutt  ioorease^witii 
the  increase  of  AmffricaB>maaafsetnrai^  aad  wili 
depend  almott  eicdasiirelf  nncn  their  succem* 
Biit  it-hns  beemsaid.  theSktft  India  tiade  will  be 
destroyed^  and  heoeeotts  navigation  dipaMshied 
■I  that  bmneh  of  one  ooaunefcei  The  huiosable 
Mttlamaa  from-Marylaad,  (io>wihom,  Mr.  L  said, 
healwa^  tistenad  with  pleasore^ aad  oeverwath* 
Mttreoitving  vAkmhie  insimetiooi)  bad  nssnamd 
Mther  tee  smngli!  th»  fact  t4at  the  Bast  Indin 
tmde  wonldr  be  destroyed  by  the  profioscd  dasy 
en  ek>tloik  goods.  Althoogh  he*  had  no  kesiiatiett 
lei  say  that,  if  we  OMist  be  rednoed  to  the  akemn» 
fiya  of  abandoning  onr  manofactuies  or  the  BSast 
Indte  trade,  the  latter  ought  tof  tve  way^  bosaase 
it  is  the  least  valuklt  to  the  naiioti }  lor  if,  ac- 
cording to  the  gentlpinaa's  estimate,  forty  ships 
are  employed  in  it.  and  iuicontjeannce  depends 
npon  the  importation  of  mqsliaefor  domestic  eon* 
inoaptioniwe  sknli^fitid  the  trade traiher  en  nn« 


profitabfo  one  in  the  preseat  state  of  the  world: 
The  average  cai«o  of  an  India  ship  is  one  then* 
sand  bales  of  eignteen  hnndred  yards  eaob*--one 
million  eight  hnndred^  thousand  yards  for  eack 
ship,  and  seveaty-two  miliion  )pards  for  forty 
ships.  These  goods  will  require  eighteen  million 
pounds  of  cotton,  which  are  exclusively  of  for* 
eign  growth,  and  the  ecet  of  the  goods,  at  nine 
cents  a  ynrd,  will  be  #6,480,000,  which  we  eaanet 
pay  for  in  the  prodncts  of  the  eeontry.  Booh  ie 
the  state  of  that  tsade,  and  unless  some  protee- 
tioD  is  afiforded  against  the  introduction  of  these 
fabrics,  our  manufaotttiea  most  sink.  There  is 
no  nation  in  Europe  that  pretends  to  compete 
witk  the  mannfiictomrs  of  India ;  and  their  goods 
are  often  sold  in  the  United  States^  by  rcfpular 
sale,  for  less  than  they  coold  be  woven  for  here. 
Where  cotton  can  ,be  bought  for  foar  peace  a 
pound,  and  men  work  for  four  pence  a  dav,  it  is 
in  vain  for  ns  to  think  of  rivalling  them  in  the 
ohenpness  of  their  iafat ies.  The  protection  asked 
for,  is  not,  therefore,  an.  unreasoaable  one,  nor 
will  it  destroy  the  Indin  trade.  Wb  import  vari* 
oils  other  articles  from  India ;  silks,  spices,  druge^ 
dyes,  dbo. ;  and  the  China  trade  is  not  ailbcted  ny^ 
the  bilL  Besides,  the  re-exportntion  of  the  Indin 
goods  can  be  effected  aa  well  as  heretofore,  and 
no  part  of  the  trade  can  be  sensibly  affected  iff 
the  minimum  ptoe  fixed  for  the  charge  of  datiee^ 
exeept  that  whichis  eai^eyed  in  importing  coaise 
mostins  for  consumption*  But  the  trade  to  India 
is  almost  exclusively  a  cash  trade,  and  can  onhy 
be  carried  on  by  the  profit  of  onr  trade  with  other 
countries.  Comnwrce  bccween  nations  resembles 
traflSc  between  individuais,  and  bj  this  assimila^ 
tion  many  of  ita  supposed  mystenes  will  vaniski 
A  faemer  who  barters  with  a  merchant,  and  fbv^ 
aishes  him  no  more  products  then  the  amount  of 
mcrohnndise  reeeived,  wUt  have  aetther  cash  nor 
credits  with  whieh  to  make  purchases  from  a  cask 
merakant,  howeeerohenp  hemay  o£fier  htsgoodt; 
we  mnat,  Iheresefol^  trade,  in  «he  first  instance, 
withr  naiioiis  who  will  poiofaaseour  products,  and 
it.is  not  very  material  what  the  prise  is,  provided 
it  brara  the  same  relatioQ  to  the  goods  sold  and 
boaghc  If  wedcrive  a  profit  from  this  trade,  the 
bnlance  can  be  employed  in  parehasing  meroban* 
disc  from  Indian  bot  we  have  no  soch  balaaee 
new  in  our  favor,  novleit  likely  thnt  we  shall 
haee,  until  we  detennine  to  boy  np  aad  mann^ 
foetnre  mere  for  ourselves.  But  it  is  urged  that 
CUE  encoomgeoient  to  domesttc  manmottMes 
oMght  to  be  confined  to  fkbrics  of  necessity,  in 
tiaso  of  wnr,  and  espeitially  ariiclec  of  the  first 
necamity. 

Mr.  I.  said,  tkiedoctiine  had  always  appeared 
to  him  as  a  plausibte  theory,  iu>t  founded  in  sound 
policy ;  nor  did  he  thick  it  would:  b^r  the  test  ef 
lensen  and  expeissnce.  As  toartieles  of  necessity 
in  time  of  warj  it  would  act  be  possible  for  any 
two  persons  in  the  nation  entirely  to  agi«e  whet 
were,  aad  what  were  not,  nrddes  of  neeessi^in 
time  of  wnr ;  almost  everything  we  import  from 
akraad  was  esteenied  in  some  degree  aeeessary  to 
our  comfort;  bat  it  would  not  be  pretended  that 
we  ongkt  toioipose  heavy  duties  to  encourage 
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(he  f  cowth  of  prodoets  or  the  uMimfiMtaring  of 
fabrics,  which  neither  oar  eliinftte  nor  the  pursoics 
of  the  people  had  giiren  any  indications  of  oar 
abilities  to  produce ;  for  iDacance,  it  will  not  avail 
at  to  lay  a  heavy  duty  on  coffee,  when  oar  climate 
will  not  permit  the  propagation  of  the  plant;  nor 
woald  it  be  policy  to  impose  heavy  duties  on 
fabrics  which  the  people  of  the  United  States 
have  neither  indicated  the  ability  nor  the  disposi- 
tion to  manufacture.    The  role  laid  down  by  the 
honofable  gentleman  then  fails,  and  this  proves 
that  our  policy  ought  not  to  be  governed  by  it. 
But  thefe  is  another  principle  that  will  not  fail, 
vi«:.    That  we  ought  to  promote  every  species  of 
iBtemal  industry  which  the  inclinations,  the  hab* 
its,. and  interest  of  the  people,  as  well  as  the  soil, 
climate,  and  general  conditions  of  the  countrjr  in- 
dicate, as  likely  to  sneeeed,  and  most  especially 
those  pursuits  which  experience  has  shown  we 
can  succeed  in.    And  as  to  articles  of  first  neces-^ 
fiity,  the  same  difficulty  exists.    The  great  object 
of  the  Government  ought  to  be  to  promote  the 
prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  people,  because  it 
sorely  promotes  in  some  degree  its  own  prosperity 
and  durability.    Its  policy  in  relation  to  menu* 
faciure^  must  be  a  great  national  policy-»it  ought 
not  to  be  limited  by  any  fastidious  calculations 
of  sheer  necessity.    It  cannot  be  an  adequate  oh* 
jcct  for  this  Gk»vemment  to  )»rovide,  by  protect- 
ing duties,  for  the  manufacturing  of  a  few  coarse 
goods  to  cover  mendicants;  hot  if  the  doctrine 
e,  that  we  ought  to  secure  the  domestic  maau- 
facture  of  clothing  for  the  poor  generally,  and 
that  therefore  high  duties  should  be  imposed  on 
coarse  muslins,  oc,  Mr.  L  said,  he  eoura  see  no 
reason  why  a  poor  man  should  be  taxed,  in  order 
to  induce  him  to  wear  a  home-made  shirt,  that  did 
not  apply  wiih  more  force  to  justify  a  doty  that 
WOtild  induce  a  rich  man  to  wear  a  home-made 
ooaip .  But  this  doctrine  about  first  necessity  is 
fallacious];  iu  design  seems  to  be  tolimit  the  rnano^ 
Ihctoring  industry  of  this  cofentry  by  an  artificiai 
distinction  that  has  no  existence  ta  reality  $  the 
only  rule  that  admits  of  no  exoeptton,  u  that 
which  has  been  already  laid  down.    It  is  the  pro- 
vince and  almost  an  essential  eoality  of  arbitrary 
and  despotic  -Governments,  to  force  indostry  out 
of  its  natural  and  proper  cfiannels,  or  to  cramp  it 
by  monopolies ;  but  it  is  the  duty,  of  a  Repobliean 
Government,  having  a  dne  regard  to  the  interest 
and  happiness  of  the  people,  to  encourage  every 
fMUsoit  (not  morally  wrong)  in  which  the  eondi- 
lions  of  the  country  and  the  ineliaattons  and  ca-^ 
pacity  of  the  peo|Ne  may  authorise  a  reasonable 
prospect  of  success.    Mr.  I.  said,  he  could  not  be 
driven  from  this  policy  by  the  dennoctations  of 
gentlemen  against  (what  they  have  been  pleased 
to  call)  regiiaium.    The  word  bad  often  been 
used  before  in  this  Honse  for  the  same  purpose, 
but  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  had  lost  its  original 
signification,  and  had  become  a  cabalistic  term, 
that  was  always  at  hand  to  oppose  every  mesaure 
against  which  other  more  cognent  arguments 
could  not  be  found.    Do  gentlemen  mean  that 
there  shall  be  no  r^ulation  ?    If  they  do,  why 
not  avow  their  doctrine  in  its  extent,  and  propose 


at  once  tonalooeethe  bonds  of  the  social  eomnaet, 
which  are  but  regolattoos  f  Unfetter  men  from 
the  regulations  m  €k>vemmeot,  resolve  society 
into  its  primitive  elements,  and  let  us  mingle  with 
the  savage  of  the  forest — this  would  be  the  efeet 
of  yielding  to  this  cabalistic  denunciation  of  reg- 
ulation. But  they  do  not  mean  to  carry  their 
doctrine  thos  &r— -aad  therefere  the  only  question 
to  be  considered  is :  Do  we  propose  to  regulate 
too  much?  Their  doctrine  is  to  let  industry 
porsiM  its  aatoral  channels;  ours  is  to  follow 
and  support  the  industry  of  the  country,  and  to 
straighten  and  clear  away  the  obstructions  from 
the  channels  it  has  chosen  to  flow  in — we  would 
be  justified  in  doing  much  more,  but  the  bill  be- 
fore OS  is  based  upon  this  principle.  When  a  farmer 
desires  to  irrigate  his  grounds,  he  diverts  a  stream 
of  water  from  its  natoral  chanori,  and  by  con* 
tinned  reyolacion  spreads  its  fertilising  influence 
over  the  most  sterile  spots ;  and  so  also  the  man- 
ufacturer— he  throws  a  dam  acroes  a  stream  and 
diverts  it  by  a  new  channel  to  his  factory,  which 
is  put  in  motion  by  its  power ;  this  is  also  regula- 
tion—and surely  none  will  pretend  that  it  woafd 
be  better  to  permit  these  valuable  streams  to  find 
their  way  through  xigxag  natnml  channels  to  the 
ocean,  than  to  be  thus  emplojred  for  the  comfort 
and  happiness  of  man.  This  cabalistic  deno'n- 
ciation  might  as  well  be  directed  against  such 
pnrposes  as  against  manufactures.  It  is  evtdettt 
that  these  faeu  require  a  long  series  of  practical 
operation  before  the  experience  and  skill  neces- 
sary to  enable  our  workmen  to  compete  with 
those  of  the  Old  World  can  be  atuined.  The  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  for  several  years  past, 
have  given  a  new  direction  to  a  great  portion  of 
oorcapittland  our  industry — much  skill  has  been 
acquired ;  our  manofactorers  have  demonstrated, 
that  they  can  succeed  with  a  liule  aid  from  the 
Government  to  protect  them  againt  extraordinary 
pressure;  they  desire  to  have  some  advantages 
over  foreigners  in  the  home  msrket.  and  this  polieyi 
which  ktts  beeomean  axiom  with  all  other  Gfovern- 
raeats,  is  denounced  as  a  ruinoiu  regulation. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana  hair 
also  complained  of  the  partiality  of  the  report  of 
the  8eereUry  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  bill  under 
consideration — that  it  is  calculaied  to  favor  the 
manofactores  of  the  Northern  and  Middle  States 
more  ^an  thcae  of  the  South.  But  he  has  not 
given^ny  instance  of  this  partiality,  except  that 
of  the  proposed  duty  on  sugar;  and  it  would  noc 
be  difficult  to  shoir  that  he  had  been  roost  oofor* 
tunate  in  the  selection  of  this  case.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  had  proposed  two  and  a  half 
cents  a  poend  on  brown  sugar,  which  is  not  less 
than  J36  per  cent,  ad  valorem  upon  the  average 
cost  oif  the  article  in  the  West  Indies — in  tbe  Bast 
Indies,  much  more.  The  geailemsn  complaias 
of  30  per  ^ent.  on  cotton  goods  as  exorbitaot  and 
partial,  while  36  per  cent,  on  sugar  is  considered 
by  him  no  protection  at  all ;  but,  in  order  to  esespe 
from  the  dilemma,  he  says  that  twoaodalialf 
cenu  was  the  old  doty,  and  that  it  was  Isid  for 
revenue.  If  he  can  pro  re  that  a  duty  imposed 
for  revenue  has  no  effect  in  encoaraging  the 
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4«iii«stic  produetioD  of  tagar,  hu  argnaMot  is 
entitled  to  soma  weigh.! ;  bat.  until  then,  he  will 
permit  as  to  deay"  the  Bartielitj  of  the  report  to 
the  Northern  section  of  the  UnioD.  in  this  partie- 
ular.  But,  what  says  the  bill,  whieh  he  also 
complains  of?  It  proposes  a  doty  of  four  cents 
a  Doood  on  sugar,  whicn  is  more  than  36  per  cent. 
aa  valorem  on  the  cost  of  the  article ;  ana  yet  it  is 
complained  of  by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
as  partial.  It  is  indeed  partial,  but  the  partiality 
is  in  his  favor;  and  it  was  extremely  unfortu- 
nate for  hiMi  at  least,  to  object  to  the  proposed 
dotv  on  cotton  goods  upon  this  groona.  Mr.  I 
said,  he  had  no  objection  to  gire  a  liberal  encour- 
agement to  the  prodoctiott  of  augp;  he  rejoiced 
lo  find  that  it  could  be  produced  in  such  quanti- 
ties, and  would  give  employment  to  a  very  con- 
siderable tonnage  in  its  transportation ;  but,  unless 
there  was  some  disposition  for  reciprocity,  it 
couM  not  be  expeeleo  that  so  high  a  doty  would 
be  voted  for. 

There  is.  said  Mr.  I.,aaother  circumstance  in  this 
case  whicn  ought  to  be  understood.  The  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
informed  the  House  that  the  increased  specific 
daties,  in  consequence  of  the  alterauon  made  by 
the  committee  on  sugars,  from  two  and  a  half  to 
four  cents,  would  require  but  20  per  cent,  on  cot- 
tons and  woollens  to  make  up  the  neeeasary  rev* 
taue.  required.  He  did  not,  however,  take,  into 
his  accouat  the  various  reduetioas  made  by  the 
committee  on  cofiee,  copper  sheets,  dbc.,  which 
there  was  very  little  i^obt  would  be  quite  equal 
to  the  increased  duty  on  sugar.  Suppose  it  to  be, 
however,  as  the  gentleman  has  stated,  then  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  granted  a 
praUictmg  duty  of  56  per  cent,  on  sugar,  aad  pro- 
cnring  therefrom  the  necessary  revenue,  they 4ised 
this  as  a  pretext  to  redaee  cottons,  nad  woollens 
to  20  per  cent.  Mr.  I.  said  he  was^praseot  in 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  when  this 
argument  was  used,  but  he  was  struck  dumb 
with  astonishment  when  the  motion  succeeded. 
It  was,  however,  too  glaringly  inconsistent  and 
palpably  wrong  to  be  persisied  is,  and  therefore 
u  was  that  the  Committee  of.  Ways  and  Means, 
upon  reconsideration,  substituted  the  25  per  cent., 
whieh  was  reported  in  the  bill.  .  But  he  did  not 
think  the  25  per  cent,  suffieient  proteciioa,  nor 
that  it  would  be  the  cheapert  production  for  Amer- 
ican manufactures.  The  higher  duties  ypii  im- 
pose, the  more  powerful  the  stimulus,  an.d.the 
sooner  we  have  a  supply  and  a  eumpetilion  at 
home.  This  ough t  to  be  our  object,  and  the  eSeoi 
would  more  than  compensate  fur  all  the  differ- 
ence of  price  for  a  few  years,  which  was  no  more 
than  as  a  dust  in  the  balance,  if  we  consider  the 
great  national  objects  to  be  attained  by  fostering 
and  promoting  internal  iodustrjr  and  skill  in  do- 
m.estic  maoufsctures*  But,rMr.  I  said,  he  would 
not  enter  into  that  part  of  the  discussion — the 
fi«ld  was  unlimited — but  he  would  admonish  gen- 
tlemen not  to  be  too  pursimouiuus  in  their  eocourr 
agtHonebt  to  their  great  in tere»Mi*  He  had  heard 
a  demand  from  various  quarters  fur  esiiiustesaud 
calculations  to  show  the  precbe  amount  of  duty 


that  would  enaUa  the  Anerieaa  aGmrofaetiirer  to 
come  into  the  market  upon  equal  terms  with  the 
importer.  Such  demands  are  in  their  nature 
unreasonable  and  Dafair,  because  it  most  be  obvi- 
ous that  the^  could  not  be  answered  with  aay 
kiad  of  certainty;  but,  more  especially,  beaaoM 
the  amouot  that  would  be  suffieient  to  protect  an 
establishment  la  the  best  perfection,  with  the  bast 
skill  of  the  country,  acd  the  most. perfect  system 
of  eeoaeoay,  would  be  utterly  iaadeqaate  to  pro- 
tect the  cstabUshmeats  that  are  in  their  iafaaey. 
whieh  coBstitiile  by  £ir  the  greatest  portiett  of 
manufactories  in  the  United  Btates.  But  thes» 
are  difficulties,  indepaadently  of  mere  cost,  to  be 
overeome  by  the  American  manulaetnrer.  The- 
European  fabrics  made  of  thesamematerial  have 
the  advantage  in  appearance,  though  not  in  du- 
rability, which  gain  them  a  preference ;  and 
prejudice  of  the  couatrf  against  domeKtc  fa 
^-yes,  the  prejudice  of  the  oountry — the  t 
kind  of  prejudice  that  pervades  a  portion  of  this 
House — pervades  a  portion  of  the  United  Stales. 
It  was  a  fact,  said  Mr.  I.,  that  the  paper  usedbf- 
the  members  of  this  House  to  enclose  their  news^ 
papers  in,  had  the  water-marhof  the  British  Crown 
upon  it,  though  the  papar  was  made  in  the  Dis* 
triet  of  Columbia  I  The  manufacturer  could  not 
have  done  this  to  gratify  any  attachment  to 
Crowns — he  found  it  his  interest  thus  to  di«goise« 
his  paper.  Similar  artifices  had  been  practised  in 
other  branches,  particularly,  the  oianufacture  of 

gowder.  The  best  powder  made  in  the  United 
Itates — or  perhaps  the  world— *coold  not  a  few 
years  ago  be  sold  without  the  British  mark  upoa 
the  kegs.  These  deceptions  had  succeeded,  be* 
cause  prejudice  aad  ignorance  are  mostly,  it  not 
always,  associated;  but  they  prove  the  power  of. 
this  pernicious  prejudice,  and  he  thought  it  was 
the  bounden  duty  of  Congress  to  protect  the 
industry  of  the  country  from,  such  discourage- 
mcAls* ,  If  there  be  a  great  portion  of.  people  in. 
this..country  who  preler  to  have  everything  tiuU 
is  foreign,  when  they  cannot  tell  the  difference 
but  from  the  mark,  they  ought  to  pay  for  it ;  and 
the  American  artisan  has  a  strong  claim  upon 
his£}overnment  for  protection  against  this  unnat- 
ural prejudice.. 

Mr.  I.  said  he  had  trespassed  upon  the  patience 
of  the  Committee  longer  than  he  had  intended; 
he  would  only  add,  we  had  now  acquired  a  de- 
gree of  skill  in  marivbf^he  arts,  that,  if  cherished 
and  improved,  would  be- a  source  or  inexhausti- 
ble wealth  to  the  nation;  neglect  it^and  it  is  lost 
for  centuries — perhaps  fore'ver.  The  success  of 
thifr-  bill  determines  this  freat  question.  The  his- 
tory of  Bnrope,  especially  of  Spaio  and  France, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  suffieientff 
proves  the  fact,  that,  when  the  arts  fall  by  the 
lolly  or  negligence  of  the  Goveromeot,  ihej  are 
not  easily  revived. — "  There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs" 
of  oaiioos  as  well  as  ^'  of  men,  which,  taken  at 
the  flood,  leads  on  to  fortune."  This  is  that  crit; 
ical  moment:  permit  it  but  to  pass  by, and  a  sifo* 
ilar  opportunity  to  perpetuate  the  prosperity  an^ 
happineftf.of  this  country  may  not,  and  probahlfr, 
will  not,  present  again  for  age^  to  come. 
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Mr.  Lovjum  agtw  eafered  ittte  a  {Ntf tteokr 
dttfimce  df  tkft  report  of  ibe  eommittee)  and  the 
d«|^  of  entsonmgemeot  which  the  bill  propoeed 
gWing  to  oor  manafaetiiriiig  eatabkskiifeeiits,  and 
replied,  io  detail,  to  the  argomeau  of  Messn.' 
Imbam  and  Clay. 

Mr.  Clat  followed  in  support  of  his  moiioQ, 
and  in  repljr  to  the  geailennen  who  had  epcAen  in 
oppesttion  lo  it. 

.Aileesra.  Qokn  «ad  HaLBaax  alsv  iucoeastrely 
^^^••''^  ^o  aiBendmeat,and  the  eapedieaey!  of 
eKtettding^  an  iDdohitahie  eaeoaragement  and  a^ 
esrily  to  eur  nuinafaetiiridg  citiaene. 

.The  ^pieetiott  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Clat'b. 
votioD  H^  inereaae  the  duty  ott  eottons  to  ihirty 
per  ectiL  and  carried^-^atFes  €8,  noes  6£. 
-  Mr.  OhMY  then  moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as 
teiclasaheaspea  and  sail  cbths  (toeludiag  cotton 
Hgipfig)  with  those  of  woodlen,  so  that  if  the 
doly  on  the  latter  should  he  henrnter  increased^ 
as  he  wished,  to  twenty««ight  per  cent,  it  would 
be  also  on  the  lormer  articles,  aad  if  not,  the  doty 
thereon  would  still  be  raised  to  tweniy-five  pear 
cfnt»^  the  same  as  the  duty  on  woollens. 

After  some  reeuuks  explanatory  of  his  motives' 
for  offoring  the  amendmenL  Mr,  Cumt  withdrew 
itf  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
wha  saad  he  had  intended  to  propose  a  i^eeifie 
inereased  duly  on  a  certain  species  of  imponed 
hempen  cbth,  and  wonld  eo^opemte  in  Mr.  C.^ 
object,  if  allowed  to  vary  it  in  some  degree. 

Mr.  Smitb  then  proceeded  with  some  nddi- 
tbnal  remarks  on  partteular  features  of  the  bill, 
iaAFoftviujg  commetcial  questions,  wUch  he  dis« 
cussed'  in  that  minute  and  technical  aaAner 
which  his  practical  aequaiatanee  with  the  sub- 
|eet  readers  peculiar  to  hiak 

In  the  eeenrse  of  hi&remavkB,  Mr.  8.  sabnltied 
the  fbHoiwing  staiemtaU! 

BriHah  Goods. 
Une  yaid  cotton,  vitetd  at    ...       -ttcts. 
Add  ten  per  eeat;  .-...•  s.A9o. 


Cottos  goeii  <«as|'whBS  they  saB  leai)  av«  chaigBd 
in  te  bill  as  if  ^esrcoat  per  yard  tirealy^fie  ceAtb 

Add  twenty  ner  eaat.  to  asehfr  the  sappooed  ^ahts 
on  arrival  in  the  UaillBd  Stales,  A^m  cants  da^^  per 

yeid. 

The  doty  ef  twentj|k-&Te  per  c«it  is  charged  on 
thirty  ceDt%  which,  at  tweD^-five  per  cent  is    -  7^. 
Freight,  dtc     -        -        -  H  per  cent 
Insurance         .        -        .    8 
Coat  of  speicie  -        -        -    5 
£Sghteen  months'  interest      9 

36  per  cent  on  9  cents  3^. 

Cents  per  yard 10}c. 

Add  msrchanto'  profit,  twenty  per  cent  on  nine 
cants.  --       --       -  -       -fe. 

Qay^l)}  centei»livnr  of  Hie  aaanwtbetnrera  on  an 

article  which  cost  nine  cepta. 

A  view  of  the  aehud  cost  of  cotton  goodt  imported 
from  Gftot  Btitain, 

Siupose  a  trunk  of  cotton  goods  to  cost  in  Grsat 

Britain £100  00 

To  make  the  #  valorem    -  10  00 

jBltO  00 
The  duty  ol^SS  per  ct*  ad  valorem  is  charged 

on  £110,  and  wiH  be  -  •  •  -  37  10 
laenrance,  toight^  eamniisslon,  and  other 

chnges,  wiU,  on  en  awnage,  be  7  10 

Average  gain  expected  by  thi^  importer  13  10 

£147  le 


ButpeiS6  parent  on  37.03  is     -  -.7e. 

Insurance,  freight,  transport  to  Liverpoel^.pa^ 
ataivandfageni^aceflMiiaMeiii  aananeiid  •'half 
pee  cent  on  twen^  cenil%  the  average  vahm 
ef  fotlnai  lew-viced  goeda  .       .       -       •  l^c 

Aveifgo  gain  te  the  importqr  of  twelm  and-  a  half 
PSK  eant»on,a  coatin  twenty  cants  -  3ic. 


Every  £100eaftflmg,  the  AsiMr/A  cost  in  Bkiglaad* 
:  wiU  cost  the  remttsr  £147  10^  or  47}  per  cent  hi 
faffor>oC  the  Amerieaa  mannfiMtnaer,  bendea  te  di^ 
'finance  in  the  pace  ef  theraer  materiala* 

When  Mr.  Sk  concluded,  the  Committee  rose, 
.and  obcatoed  leave  to  ^it  again. 


On.  a  cost  of  twenty  cents 


-  lie. 


Tlite  meaalaetaierwill  then  have  an  edvantaga  over 
tim  imponer  ef  eleven  ceate  per  yard  on  an  article 
irinch  coeta  in  England  only  twenty  centa,  and  of 
ceurae  he  will  have  thai  boan^  given  to  bun. 

At  83)  per  cent  the  dntjr  alone  wiU  be  nine  cents 
end  a  fraction,  on  cotton  goods,  which,  on  an  average, 
cost  twenty  cents  per  yard  in  Manchester,  and  will 
eost  the  retailer  thirteen  cents  per  yard  in  addition  to 
tte  prhne  coat 

An.  aaaortment  of  Indm  goods,  such  as  generally 
esmpoac  the  caigooa  imported  into  the  United  Btates, 
cost  on  an  averega  mne  caaw  par  yard. 


8Af  UBn«r,  March  23. 

Mr.  RionaaTaen,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
PUblkr  Laada,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
apjlointmeiit  of  a  euvveyer  of  the  public  lands  fyr 
the^Tetvlorieeof  llliooisand  Missoari;  whkh  was 
read  iwioe,  and  committed  to  a  CouMnitiiee  of 
the'Wfaokk 

Mr.  RoMmwoN  also  reported  a  bill  fbr  the 
e<mfilnnation  of  certain  clairoe  te  laud  in  the 
wwemdistffici  of  the  Stateof  Louisiana ;  iHtfeh 
waeread  twice^and  committed  to  a  Cottfllfttef 
c€  the  whole  Hnoee  on  Monday  next. 

Mr,  R.,  fr«em- the  eame  comnriitee,  reported  the 
bilt  from  the  Senate  '*fnrth«r  sopelementary  fe 
the  act  entitled  ^Ao  act  providiaff  for  the  indeoi- 
oiication  of  eertaia  olatmante  of  public  land  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory «''  wiltiont  amendment, 
and  tlie  bttt  wae  committed  to  a  Commitlee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  RoHMvrBON  also  reported  a  bill  sopple- 
mentary  to  the  act  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  final 
idljuatraeat  of  land  litke  in  the  State  ef  Lottift- 
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iaiia  and  Territory  of  MIssoari."  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  R.  also  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
'*for  the  reliefer  Edward  Wil$oo/'  with  amend- 
ments; which  were  read,  and  together  with  the 
bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  FoHN£7,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
that  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  com- 
peDsation  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, (to  (3,000,)  which  was  twice  read,  and 
committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasamts,  the  House  went 
iato  Committee  of  the  Whole  od  the  bill  to  place 
thevufTiving  suffi^rers  at  Dartmoor  ^prison  on  (he 
Navy  pension  list;  which  was  reported  to  the 
House  with  an  amendment  (makioff  the  pensions 
commence  on  the  6th  of  April,  1815,  the  day  on 
which  the  Dartmoor  massacre  took  place)  and 
the  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  readinor. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing a  subscription  for  tke  printingof  asecond 
edition  of  the  public  documents,"  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **An  act  re- 
lating to  settlerson  the  lands  of  the  United  States," 
was  read  the  third  time  and  pasted. 

ALLOWANCE  Olf  INTEREST. 

The  Speakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  of  the  21st  instant,  respecting  the  al* 
lowance  of  interest  on  charges  against  the  War 
Department ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
00  tbe  table. 

The  letter  is  as  follows: 

DxPABTXxsrT  OF  Wa«,  Marth  88/1816. 

8iB :  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
RepresentkUves  of  the  Slst  instant,  T  have  the  honor 
to  state  that  the  general  usage  of  the  War  Department 
has'beeii  to  pay  no  interest  uj^n  any  demand  what- 
ever; without  regard  to  its  origin. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  jear  1814,  and 
through  ^e  whole  of  1815,  the  Department,  being  un« 
able  to  discharge  the  multiplied  and  eztensiTe  de- 
mands which  were  made  upon  it,  in  some  instances 
authorized  diflerent  oncers  employed  in  disbursing 
the  pubHc  money,  and  various  contractors,  to  obtain 
money"  upon  a  loaii;  and,  in  some  instances,  where 
their  bilfs  were  presented  and  remained  unpaid  fbr 
the  Want  of  funds,  assurances  were  given  to  the  banks 
that  fntertot  would  be  paid  upon '  them  if  tliey  were 
taken  up  by  them.  In  all  such  cases,  interest  has 
been  paid.  Interest  has  also  been  allowed  upon  bills 
drawn  by  oontraetcra  pursuant  to  their  con^cts, 
wUtah  have  been  protested  fbr  the  waiit  of  funds. 
Thii  is  the  only  case  in  which  it  has  been  allowed, 
except  upon  special  agrsement  to  that  effect.  No 
difltfaction  has  been  made  between  bills  drawn  for 
money  actually  received  by  a  public  agent  and  for 
debCa  eantracted  by  such  agent  in  the  course  of  lus 
offleial  da^. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  Hbvbt  CiAT,  Speaker: 

14th  Con.  1st  Sess. — 40 


STAFF  OP  THE  ARMY. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  organize  a  general  staff 
for  the  Army,  was  read  the  third  time. 

An  inquiry  made  by  Mr.  Habdin  into  the  ne- 
cessity of  one  of  the  officers  named  in  the  bill, 
(the  Commissary  General  of  Purchaaes.)  the  na- 
ture of  his  duties,  dbc,  produced  a  short  discus* 
sioa  on  that  point. 

Mesara.  Grosvbnor  and  PicKBRtNO  argued 
that  the  duties  of  the  Commissary  Oenerai  and 
those  of  theSoperintendentGkneral  of  Purchases, 
were  in  fact  the  same;  that  one  of  the  offices  was 
useless,  and  ought  to  be  abolished,  dbc. 

Mr.  JoBNSON,  of  Kentucky,  explained  the  ra- 
rious  duties  of  the  officers  referred  to,  the  dis- 
similar character  of  their  duties,  their  separate 
responsibilities,  and  the  necessity  of  both  to  form 
a  complete  staff  dbc. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  Mr. 
Davenport,  the  question  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  96,  nays 
22,  as  follows : 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Adgate,  Archer,  Bateman,  Bennett, 
Betta^  Biidsall,  Bon,  Bradbury,  Breekenridge,  Brooks, 
Brown,  Biyan,  Burwel),  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cham* 
men,  Chappell,  Clarke  of  Nortii  Carolina,  Clai^  «( 
kentucky,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Comstock,  (>adiet, 
CraWftrd,  Crocfaeron,  Cothbert,  Darlington,  DeiAia, 
Edwards,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  GoM,  Ooodwyn,  Griffin, 
Grosrenor,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hammond,  Heitter,  Hender- 
son, Hopktnson,  Huger,  Himgerford,  Irving  of  New 
Yorkr  Jackson,  Johnaon  of  VirgiBia,  Johnson  of  Ken* 
tncky,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Maday,  Majrrant,  McCoy, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton, 
Moore,  Nelson  of  Masaacfausetta,  Nelson  of  ViifiBia, 
Newton,  Pickena,  Pickering,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Rey» 
nolda,  Roane,  Robertaon,  Roes,  Buggies,  Savage,  Sn^th 
of  Maryland,  Southard,  Strong,  Sturges,  Tate,  Taul, 
Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telihtr,  Tliroop,  Town-^ 
send.  Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward  of  Massaohuaetts,  Wald 
of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  W^ter,  Wen* 
dover,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  WUde,  Wilkin,  WiUoogii-^ 
by,  William  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Atherton,  Cady,  Cilley,  Cooper^ 
Culpeper,  Davenport,  Hale,  Hardin,  Jewett,  Mimt> 
Langdion,  Law,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Marsh,  Mason,  Milnor> 
Noyea,  8tan£>rd,  Stearns,  Voee,  and  Wheaton* 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

.  Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  to  whomt 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  12th  instant,  cootaining  a 
statement  of  proceeflings  in  relation  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and 
making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of 
Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  made  a  report 
thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  flouse  on  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gkivernment 
for  the  year  1818.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  they  have  attentively  considered  the  subject 
confided  to  them,  and  respectfully  submit  to  the  House, 
the  following  facts  and  obwrvations :  It  appears  by  an 
act  of  CbngiesB,  passed  on  the  1st  of  May,  1802,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  eastern  di- 
vision of  the  Territory  northwest  of  the  rirer  Oh  io 
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to  form  a  coDBtitation  and  State  govemment,  and  ibr 
the  admiBBion  of  such  State  into  the  Union,  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  and  for  other 
parpoBOB/'  that  on  condition  that  the  Convention  of 
the  said  State  would  provide  by  an  ordinance,  irrevo- 
cable without  the  consent  of  the  United  8tate%  that 
each  tract  of  land  eold  bj  CongresB,  alter  the  30th  of 
June  next,  ensuing,  shall  be,  and  remain  exempt  from 
any  tax  laid  by  order  or  under  authority  of  the  State, 
whe^er  for  State,  county,  township,  or  any  other 
purpose  whatever,  for  the  terra  of  five  yean  fiiom  and 
after  the  day  of  sale :  the  United  States  among  other 
stipulations  agreed  to  apply  one-twentieth  part  of  the 
net  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  said  lands,  from 
and  after  the  said  30th  of  June,  to  the  laying  out  and 
making  public  roads,  leading  from  the  navigable  waters 
emptying  into  the  Atlantic,  to  the  Ohio,  to  the  said 
State,  and  through  the  same ;  such  roads  laid  out  under 
the  authority  of  Congress,  with  the  consent  of  the 
several  States  through  which  the  same  shall  pass.  It 
further  appears  that  these  conditions  were  accepted  by 
the  State  of  Ohio,  on  the  29tii  of  November  in  the 
same  year,  subject,  as  regards  the  road  fund,  to  a  mod- 
ification which  provides  that  three  per  cent  of  the  net 
proceeds  arising  from  the  sales  aforesaid  should  be  sub- 
lect  to  the  control  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  and 
be  ^^Ited  to  the  making  roads  within  the  same.  It 
also  appears  |yy  an  act  passed  on  the  8d  of  March,  1803, 
that  tlus  modifmation  received  the  sanction  of  Con* 
grese ;  and  that  in  purBuanoe  of  this  compact  a  law 
was  passed  on  the  28th  of  March,  1806,  authorising 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  s^point  eommis- 
sionen  to  lay  out  a  road  from  Cumberland,  or  a  point 
in  its  vicinity,  to  the  river  Ohio ;  and,  on  their  report, 
to  pursue  such  measures  as  in  his  opinion  were  proper, 
to  obtain  from  the  States  through  which  the  road  was 
laid  ont  their  consent  to  its  location  and  oomidetion. 

It  further  appears  to  the  committee  that  the  location 
crossiag  portions  of  the  States  of  Maryland,  Pennsyl- 
vanii^  and  Virginia,  applications  were  made  to  their 
respective  Legislatures,  and  permission  was  given  by 
eadi,  to  open  and  establish  the  said  road. 

By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  re- 
ferred to  the  committee,  it  appears  that  of  the  appro- 
priations heretofore  made  towards  completing  this  road, 
and  amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of  $410,000  00 
Thare  have  been  expended  $286,786  60 
Carried  to  the  surplus  fund      82,670  75 

308,486  85 

Leaving  a  balance  on  the  27th  of  Pebru- 

aijr,  1816,  of 101,513  65 

app hcable  to  that  object  And  that  a  further  appro- 
priation of  $300,000  is  recommended  by  that  report  to 
complete  the  road  to  Brownsville  on  the  Monongahela 
river ;  to  cover  the  expenses  of  a  survey  from  thence 
by  Washington  and  Alexandria  to  Wheeling,  and  to 
make  the  road  at  and  from  Wheeling  to  the  one  hun- 
drod  and  thirteenth  mile  tree,  a  distance  of  about 
twelve 


It  also  appears,  by  the  letter  of  the  superintendent 
of  the  road  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  fre- 

auent  abuses  are  committed  on  the  road,  sudi  as 
irowing  down  the  walls,  digging  away  the  banks,  dec 
and  he  suggests  that  measures  ought  to  be  promptly 
adopted  to  prevent,  and  to  punish  tiiese  ouuages. 

This  investigation  suggested  to  the  committee  two 
points  of  inquiry,  to  which  their  attention  has  been  di- 
rected.   First,  the  necessity  of  protecting  the  work  I 
abDeady  completed  agauist  lawless  violence ;  and,  sec- 1 


ondly,  the  propriety  of  making  an  ample  appropriatioii 
for  advancing  its  progress  to  completion,  in  oroer  that 
the  benefits  it  promises  may  soon  be  realized. 

In  considering  the  first  point,  althon^  it  appeacs 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  letter  com- 
municated at  the  last  session,  doubts  the  anthori^  of 
Congress  to  pass  any  laws  for  pumshing  Uie  eflenMii, 
the  committee  do  not  perceive  any  defect  of  jurisdic- 
tion. Without  controverting  the  opinion  that  the 
Constitution  does  not,  in  virtue  of  any  grant  of  power 
conferred  by  that  instniment,  aathorixe  Congress  to 
open  roads  and  canals  in  any  State,  it  seems  to  be  ad- 
mitted by  all,  that  if  a  compact  be  made  with  a  StsAe, 
for  which  the  nation  receives  an  equivalent,  aa  in  this 
case,  whereby  it  is  agveed  that  a  road  shall  be  mened 
by  the  Government  of  the  Union,  and  the  Stales 
through  which  the  road  passes  grant  the  right  to  make 
it,  that  the  perfinrmance  of  such  compact  is  not  in  cen- 
travehtion  of  that  construction ;  as  it  is  believed  that 
the  exercise  of  such  power  has  in  no  instance  been 
doubted,  notwithstandmg  the  repeated  ads  of  legialatioa 
for  a  period  of  thirteen  years.  The  permission  of  the 
States  having  been  given,  it  follows  as  a  necessary  con- 
sequence, that  all  the  powers  obviously  necessaxy  and 
proper  to  carry  the  grant  into  complete  effiMst  and  pre- 
serve it  inviolable  have  been  conferred  also.  A  di&r- 
ent  construction  would  render  the  consent  a  nullity, 
and  exempt  from  punishment,  as  well  the  individuals 
who  resisted  the  exetation  of  the  work,  as  those  that 
afterwards  destroyed  it. 

If  the  right  to  punish  these  offiinces  belongs  to  the 
National  Government,  it  may  be  efiected  vrithout  the 
passage  of  any  law,  by  indictment  or  information  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  States ;  or  by  enacting  stat- 
utory provisions  fixing  the  penalties.  It  being  a  fun- 
damental right  of  the  judiciary  inherent  in  every  Gov- 
ernment to  punish  all  ofoices,  against  the  laws  passed 
in  pursuance  of  a  delegated  power,  independently  of 
express  legislative  sanctions.  Although  the  commit- 
tee deem  it  proper  to  make  this  explicit  assertion  of  a 
right  which  it  ma^  become  necessary  to  exercise  on 
some  future  occasion,  in  case  of  a  peremptojy  refusal 
by  a  State  to  pass  any  law  upon  the  subject,  yet  aa 
they  believe  no  such  deposition  exists  in  relation  to  the 
road  in  question,  and  the  prosecutions  under  State 
laws  may  be  most  efiectual  in  preventing  the  practices 
complained  of^  because  of  the  distances  to  the  places 
where  the  lespective  Federal  courts  are  hM,  they 
abstain  from  recommending,  at  this  time,  the  passage 
of  any  law  upon  that  subject. 

In  regard  to  the  second  branch  of  the  inquiry,  viz : 
the  amount  of  appropriation  proper  to  be  made  at  tiie 
present  session,  it  appears  to  the  committee,  that  al- 
though the  fund  chargeable  with  the  reimbursement  of 
expenditures  has  been  anticipated,  it  is  growing  more 
productive  every  year  and  will  be  eventually  adequate 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  completing  the  road. 


If  Congress  peraevere  with  becoming  spirit  in 
great  public  work,  we  shall  soon  see  one  of  the  beat 
roads  in  the  world  over  the  chains  of  mountains  which 
separate  the  western  from  the  Atiantic  waters,  and 
which,  but  a  few  years  since,  were  suppoaed  to  pre-. 
sent  insurmountable  obstacles  to  a  safe  and  easy  inter- 
course. The  committee  learn,  with  much  satisfiMtion, 
that  the  State  of  Maryland  is  engaged  in  extrading 
the  turnpike  road  that  reaches  from  Baltimoie  to 
Boonesborough,  on  to  Fort  Cumberland ;  and,  in  aU 
probability,  it  will  be  completed  before  the  national 
road  from  that  point  to  the  Ohio  is  finished* 
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It  is  not  iaIaiMUd  to  sziMtiAto  at  Urye  mwn  the 
moraly  political  i  and  phyiicai  adrantagas  of  tma  road 
to  the  nation.  Thay  doubUaot  enteroi  jfully  into  the 
contomplatioa  of  the  Congrees  by  whom  the  original 
liw  was  pateed;  time  and  experience  have  given  the 
fiilneM  of  their  lanetiona  to  the  wiadom  c»f  their  deda- 
ion ;  and  it  vb  alike  a  lonrce  of  svpriae  and  regret  to 
the  committee,  that  the  work  haa  been  snffered,  with 
the  ample  meana  poeaeiaed  by  the  Oovemment,  to 
linger  for  a  period  of  more  than  nine  yean.  A  Tigor- 
ooa  proeecQtion  of  it  now  can  alone,  in  any  degree, 
repair  the  paat  neglect;  and,  in  the  eatimation  of  the 
committee^  no  aabject  ia  more  deeenring  the  favor  of 
Cjengiew.  They  are  aware  of  the  opinion  enter- 
tained hf  aome  that  the  Weatem  conntiy  already  holds 
out  nimeient  Inree  to  the  inhabitanto  of  the  Adantic 
States  to  migrate  thither,  and  that  it  is  impolitic  to 
contribnto  to  their  inorease,  which  will  be  the  elfect, 
as  it  is  sapposed,  of  giving  frdiities  to  such  removal 
The  error  of  this  reasoning  is  proved  by  the  infallible 
test  of  experience,  applied  to  the  past  and  present 
population  of  the  States  and  Territories  west  of  the 
monntains.  The  emigrant  removes  with  intention  to 
reside  for  liA  in  hb  new  halntation;  and  when  he 
detoimines  npon  such  removal,  he  bestows  bat  little 
attention  upon  the  inquiry  whether  the  road  on  which 
he  has  to  travel  is  a  very  good  one,  or  in  the  condition 
of  the  principal  State  roada  now  used.  This  policy, 
therefore,  allhoogh  it  cannot  prevent  him  from  going 
to  the  West,  may,  and,  if  persisted  in,  soon  will  mate- 
rially afbct  hia  fiatare  connexions  with  the  Eastern 
country  in  all  the  ramifications  of  a  mutually  profita- 
ble tmde  and  intercourse.  The  natural  advantages  of 
a  water  over  a  land  cotomunication  for  the  purposes 
of  transporting  all  artidea  of  merchandise,  wul  not  be 
denied  by  any ;  and  trade  will  always  seek  that  chan- 
nel which  a&rda  it  the  £urs8t  prospecte  of  realising 
its  legitimate  profits.  Whenever,  tberefbre,  land  and 
water  communication  are  found  to  possess  a  fair  com- 
petition with  each  other  in  any  countiy,  the  improve- 
mento  on  both  must  be  equal  to  prevent  the  monopoly 
of  either. 

The  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers, 
by  steamboats,  is  now  in  ito  inSukcji  ite  success  is  no 
Imiger  doubtful,  and  it  is  increasing  with  a  rapidity 
corresponding  to  that  success.  During  the  last  yean 
the  sugar  and  cotton  of  Louisiana  were  brought  up 
bj  the  water  to  Pitteburg,  and,  in  consequence  of  the 
extraordinary  demand,  were  transported  thence  in 
wagona  to  the  Atlantic  cities,  and  sold  at  pricea  afibrd- 
ing  a  profit  to  the  owner.  With  the  great  advantages 
of  steam  navigation,  unless  the  roads  across  the  moun* 
tains  are  much  improved,  the  merchante  of  the  West* 
em  country  will  cease  to  purchase  goods  from  the  im- 
porten  at  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  dec, 
and  New  Orleans  will  soon  become  the  sole  empo- 
rium of  their  trade. 

This  result  never  can  be  produced  if  a  due  attention 
be  paid  to  the  improvement  of  the  means  of  internal 
communication.  The  rivers  that  take  their  rise  in  the 
mountains  may  be  made  navigable.  In  various  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  the  portage  between  them  can 
be  diminished  to  an  inconsiderable  distance,  and  roads 
passing  over  the  entire  route  will  present  an  option  to 
the  merchants  as  to  the  mode  of  transportation. 
Their  connexions  have  been  formed  for  a  considerable 
period.  These  have  begotten  confidence,  and  a  mu- 
tuality of  interests  which  bind  the  parties  to  a  future 
intercourse,  and  which  will  not  be  changed  unless  for 
a  positive  and  unequivocal  benefit 


But  the  advantages  of  an  intimate  commercial  con- 
nexion, though  addressed  to  the  interest  of  the  parties, 
are  not  the  most  important  Good  roads  have  an  in- 
fiuence  over  physical  impossibilities.  By  diminishing 
the  natural  impedimenta,  they  bring  places  and  th^ 
inhabitanto  nigher  to  each  oUier.  They  increase  the 
value  of  lands,  and  the  fruito  of  the  earth  in  remote 
situations,  and  by  enlarging  the  sphere  of  supply,  pre- 
vent those  sudden  fluctuations  of  priees,  alike  prejadi- 
cial  to  the  grower  and  conaumer.  They  promote  a 
free  intercourse  among  the  cttiiens  of  remote  placea, 
b^  which  unfbunded  prejudices  and  animosities  are 
dissipated,  local  and  sectional  feelings  are  destroyed, 
and  a  nationality  of  character,  so  desirable  to  be  en- 
couraged, is  universally  inculcated. 

The  road,  which  is  the  subject  of  the  particuTar  in- 
quiiy  of  the  committee,  has  additional  reoommenda- 
tiona.  It  leads  as  far  ss  Washington,  Pennsylvania, 
in  a  direct  line  fiom  the  Seat  of  Government  to  die 
important  frontier  of  the  United  Stetes  on  the  Upper 
Lakes ;  and  if,  as  the  committee  suppose,  it  be  the  true 
policy  of  the  nation  to  have  a  direct  military  commu- 
nication for  the  entireidiatanoe,a  road  can  be  extended 
from  Washington,  and  passing,  as  it  will,  through  a 
large  extent  of  public  lands,  inducemento  will  be  held 
out  to  the  Western  settlen  to  purchase  them,  and  by 
a  r^id  increase  of  the  population,  the  neceesity  of 
keeping  up  a  considerabte  military  force  in  that  quar- 
ter will  be  dimimshed,  if  not  entirely  superseded. 

These  constitute  a  part  of  die  reasons  which  have 
induced  the  committee  to  recommend  an  appropriation 
of  three  hundred  thousand  dollan  at  this  time,  and 
thereioie  they  submit  the  following  resolution : 

Rewhed,  Hiat  the  bill  entitled  «an  act  makmg 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 

year  1816,"  be  amended  in  the line  by  inserting 

the  following  paragraph : 

•<For  making  Oie  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  to  the  Stato  of  Ohio,  to  be  repaid 
out  of  the  ^W9  per  cent,  fhnd  reserved  for  that  pnr- 
poee,  9300,000.^' 

ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

The  followiog  Message  was  reeeived  from  the 
pRxsiDBNT  or  mm  Umitbd  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  complying  with 
their  resolution  of  the  S9th  of  Februaiy  last. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Maucs  M,  1816. 

TasAsuax  Dxri.aTxurT,  March  21,  1816. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry,  to  whom  the  Preei* 
dent  of  the  United  Statea  refcrred  the  resolution  of  the 
39th  of  February,  1816,  reqneating  that  there  be  laid 
before  the  House  of  Reprosentativea  **  a  statement  of 
the  cases  in  which  he  has  employed»  or  eauaed  to  be 
employed,  conneel  to  assist  the  Attorney  General  pros- 
ecuting eauses  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States ;  stating,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  the  amount  of 
the  property  in  dispute  in  each  case,  the  names  of  the 
counsel  so  employed,  the  period  of  employing  them, 
and  the  compefcation  granted  to  them  in  each  case ; 
also  the  manner  of  making  such  compensation,  and 
the  fund  out  of  which  the  same  was  paid,"  has  the 
honor  to  present  the  following  report: 

That  it  appears  to  have  been  the  practice  of  the 
Government  to  employ  counsel  to  assist  the  Attorney 
General,  and  also  the  district  attorneys,  in  cases  of 
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great  importance,  eith^  at  to  the  {Aiaisqple  or  ••  to 
the  valae  invoWed  in  the  controTeny.  Thns,  for  ex- 
ample, 80  early  as. the  February  term*  1706,  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  Alexander  Hamilton  received  mfe^aS 
$600  to  anist  the  Attorney  General  ia  mwntalning 
the  affirmative  upon  the  questioa  reepeeting  the  Con* 
stitntionaUty  of  the  carriage  tax ;  and  Alexander 
Campbell  and  Jared  Jngersoll,  cottneei»  maiBtaining 
the  negative,  received  a  fee  of  $233  88,  under  an 
agreement  that,  for  the  purpoee  of  obtpining  a  final 
dedaioo,  the  United  States  should  pay  all  the  expenses 
incident  to  the  transfer  of  the  ca«se  firom  the  cirenit 
court  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

That  on  the  24th  of  March,  1804,  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Bepreeentatives  of  the  dd 
of  the  same  month,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  pre- 
sented a  statement  "  of  all  the  moneys  which,  since 
the  establishment  of  the  present  Govenunent,  had 
been  fwid  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  as  fees 
to  assistant  counsel,  and  for  legal  advice  in  the  bnsi* 
ness  of  the  United  States,  in  which  were  distinguished 
the  several  sumsi  when  paid,  lor  what  services,  and 
to  whom  paid  respectively,"  amounting,  in  the  wholcb 
to  the  sum  of  96^  16. 

That  the  statement  hereunto  annexed,  marfced  A, 
contains  a  like  qtecification  of  all  the  moneys  paid,  or 
payable,  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates,  fiRMn 
the  24th  of  March*  1804»  nntii  the  present  time,  ibr 
the  employment  of  counsel  to  asaiat,  or  to  represent, 
the  Attorney  General  in  eausee  depending  in  the  Sn- 
preme  Court  of  the  United  S|atee«  amonnUng,  in  the 
wbole^  to  the  sum  of  9iMQ* 

That  this  Department  does  not  possess  the  means  of 
statij^  the  amount  of  the  property  in  dispote,  in  each 
cas«bi  in  which  aenstant  counsel  has  been  employed  in 
the  Sv^Nceme  Court;  but.it  is  confidontiiy  believed, 
from  general  information,  that  in  eveij  such  case, 
either  the  value  of  the  property  wee  great,  or  the 
principle  of  the  controvepny  was  important ;  or  the 
employment  of  assistant  counsel  in  ttie  cases  of  slck^ 
ness,  or  other  casualties,  was  essential  to  the  pubHc 
interests,  as  will  more  particularly  appear  by  the  notes 
accompanying  statement  A. 

That  the  manner  of  making  the  compensation  to 
the  assistant  couneel  has  unifoimly  been  by  issuing 
the  warrants  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  fonnded 
upon  the  official  settlement  of  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor ;  and  by  paying  the  amount  either  out  of  the 
appropnution,  annually  passed  by  Congrees,  '*  for  Uie 
discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims  against  the 
United  States,  not  otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall 
have  been  adinitted  in  due  course  of  settlement  at  the 
Treasury;"  or  out  of  the  appropriations  annually 
made  «  for  the  discharga  of  such  demands  against  thie 
United  States^' on  account  oif  the  civil  department,  not 
otherwise  provided  fort  ••  •hall  have  been  admitted  in 
due  course  of  settlement  at  the  Treasury." 

All  which  is  lespeotAilly  submitted. 

A.  J.  DALLAS,   ' 
Seereiaty  of  the  TVeofury. 

Stjltixsitt  a* 

irarc&  19, 1805.— Alexander  James  Dallas  wss 
employed  to  assist  the  Attorney  General  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  upon  the  argument  of 
the  case  of  the  United  States  tw.  the  assignees 
of  Blight,  a  bankrupt,  for  which  he  received 
a  compensetion  of      -       .       .       .  '    .  $500 


iVslf.-^In  this  case,  tfan  daim  of  a  general  pri- 
ority for  the  eatiafoetion  of  debts  due  to  the 
United  States,  ooenived.  The  amount  in 
dispute  was  conaideraUe,  but  the  prindple 
involved  was  of  much  more  impoitanoe^  The 
Attorney  General  being  indisposed,  the  a»> 
sistant  counsel  argned  the  caae  alone. 

January  1,1613^— AbzanderJamee  Dallas  was 
employed  to  assist  the  Attorney  General  in 
the  case  of  the  French  Govenunent  eehoener 
BaloB,  (formerly  the  Exchange,)  and  genep- 
ally  in  the  busineas  of  the  United  Slato%  at 
Februaiy  tenn,  1812,  for  vrfairii  he  reeeiTed  a 
compeneatton  of  •       •  .1 

J^otfe^— The  Balon  was  »  pnblae  aimed  veesel  of 
France,  attadied  in  the  port  of  Phibde^liia 
by  persons  claiming  her  as  their  pnperly. 
The  case  involved  the  important  qneetion 
whether  such  an  attachment  would  fie ;  and 
on  the  remonstianee  of  the  Minfoter  of 
France,  the  President  directed  it  to  be  brought 
before  the  Supreme  Court.  Mr*  Pinfcney, 
the  Attorney  General,  beng  recently  ap- 
pointed, requested  aho  eouM  general  aasist- 
anee  in  the  bueiness  of  the  term,  to  preteut 
delay.  Mr.  DaUas  argned  the  case  of  the 
Exchange,  and  ten  other  caseob 

Map  14»  1808^- Walter  Jones  waseispleyed  to 
assist  the  Attorney  General  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  upon  the  argonwnt  of  the  case  of  the 
United  States  ee.  the  schooner  Betsey,  and 
Charlotte,  William  Ifealott*  claimant,  for 
which  he  received  a  compensation  of  • 

Fehmary  7. 1814^ William  Pinlmey,  having 
resigned  the  office  of  Attorney  GenersJ,  was 
em^yed  as  oonnael  to  eigne  the  cases  of  the 
United  States  dependtng  in  the  Supreme 
Court  at  Februaiy  term,  1814,  for  which  he 
received  a  compensation  of        •       -       .   1,1 

NaU* — ^Mr«  Pinkney's  resignation,  though  pre- 
^ously  intimated,  was  not  received  until  the 
term  had  commenced ;  and  Mr.  Rush,  who 
was  apixHnted  hin  successor,  could  not  take 
the  oattt  of  office,  under  his  commission  dated 
the  10th  of  Februaiy,  1814,  until  the  12th  of 
the  same  month.  In  accepting  his  appoint- 
ment, it  was  explicitly  understood  tiiat  he 
did  not^undertske  to  argue  the  causes  of  tiie 
United  Estates  during  the  current  ten^,  as  it 
woidd  havis  been  impractieable  to  read  the 
records,  and  to  make  the  neoessai^r  prepara- 
tion. It  vras,  therefore,  an  altsmative,  either 
to  postpone  die  public  business  nntU  the 
next  term,  or  to  engage  the  services  cmT  Mr. 
Pinkney,  who  had  a  previoue  knowledge  of 
the  records.  He  wss  accordingly  engaged^ 
and  he  procured  decisions  in  many  important 
cases,  besides  giving  a  general  attention  to 
the  intereets  of  the  United  States  throughout 
the  term.  Mr.  Pinkney's  compenntion  has 
not  been  peid  at  the  Treasuiy,  but  has  been 
credited  m  his  account  as  Minisier  at  the 
Court  of  London. 

Abeemdcr  14, 1814« — John  Law  was  employed 
to  prepare  the  statements  of  the  casee  de- 
pending before  the  Supreme  Court  at  Feb- 
ruary term,  1814,  for  which  he  received  a 
compensation  of 440 

iVbfe. — Mr.  Pinkney  having  only  undertaken 
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to  diflchtrge  the  duty  of  coanMl,  it  was  ne- 
cmusrf  to  engage  Mr.  Lew's  serTicee  in  the 
Solidtor'e  hoeineee. 
Fdffuary  -'i  1 8 16^— Welter  Jones  wee  em- 
ploje^  on  eoeount  of  the  extreme  indlepod- 
tion  of  the  Attorney  Gfener«l«  to  transeet  the 
bnaineae  of  the  United  Otatee  in  the  Sqpreaie 
Court  St  Feluraarx  term,  1816,  and  a  com* 
peniation  hae  been  authorised*  but  not  yet 
paid^of    ..--...     1,000 

<i4>840 

THE  TABIFP. 

The  House  then  affsin  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  tariff  of  duties. 

Mr.  BfiTTs  made  a  motion  to  strike  out  the 
words  ad  valorem^  in  the  clause  fixing  the  dutv 
OB  woollens  and  cottons ;  which  was  negatived, 
ayes  4^noe8  85. 

Mr*  Webstbb  tubmiued  a  motion  to  alter  the 
tariff  proposed  on  cottons^  by  laying  a  maximum 
duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  for  two  years,  and  then 
gradually  reducing  it  to  — -  per  cent.  Mr.  W. 
offered  sereral  arguments  in  support  of  his  mo- 
tion, but,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  he 
withdrew  it^  for  the  present,  to  wait  some  infor- 
mation which  would  enable  the  House  to  act 
more  understand ingly  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  an  amend- 
ment, the  object  of  which,  substantially,  was  to 
defer  the  operation  of  the  duties  on  India  cottons. 
)[>roposed  by  the  bill,  to  January  next.  He  offered 
this  motion  to  protect  the  merchants  eogaffed  in 
the  India  trade  from  the  ruin  which  would  in- 
evitably be  inflicted  on  them  by  the  duties  pro- 
posed if  laid  suddenly,  after  merchants  had  goods 
on  their  way  home  or  ordered,  and  without  suffi- 
eientnotice  to  enable  them  to  frame  their  measures 
aeeordingly. 

Mr.  Lowndes  opposed  the  motion.  If  the 
duty  was  necessary  at  all  to  secure  our  manu- 
facturers, it  was  necessary  to  commence  its  oper- 
lion  without  delay ;  and  be  thought  the  gentle- 
man would  find  that  moremischief  would  ensue 
to  the  manufacturing  interest  from  the  delay  he 
proposed  than  would  be  prevented  to  the  mercan- 
tile class  from  its  adoption. 

Mr.  H^LBERT  was  also  hostile  to  the  motion. 
It  was  said  that  the  bill  would  ruin  the  India 
merchants ;  he  wished  the  merchants  all  possi- 
ble success  and  happiness,  but  he  wished  well 
also  to  the  manufacturers;  and  to  save  them  from 
rain  it  was  necessary  to  act  promptly.  This  is 
the  moment,  said  Mr.  H.-^the  physician  is  not 
wanted  after  the  patient  is  dead ;  and  if  the  man- 
ufacturers Rx^  suffered  now  to  go  down,  it  will  be 
impossible  hereaAer  to  resuscitate  them.  He 
hoped  at  least  that  his  colleague  would  for  the 
present  withdraw  his  motion,  for  the  reason  stated 
on  Mr.  Webster^s. 

Mr.  Ward  supported  his  motion,  and  replied 
to  the  directions  which  had  been  made  to  it.  It 
was  not  his  object  to  ruin,  nor  would  it  ruin,  any 
part  of  the  community— but  to  save  a  valuable 


class  of  citizens  from  destruction.  He  argued 
that  the  time  asked  for  would  not  be  eo  injurious 
to  the  manufacturers  as  was  predicted;  becaoie 
they  would  be  able  to  get  on  very  well  under 
the  double  duties  that  would  still  be  in  force ; 
but  the  merchants  he  alluded  to  had  no  relief 
at  all. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Pickering,  on  the 
impropriety  of  producing  a  prohibition  of  a  par- 
ticular traae  by  high  duties  which  it  was  wrong 
to  do  by  a  direct  interdiction,  Mr.  Ward,  for  the 
present,  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  moved  to  strike  out  the  proposed 
duty  of  five  cents  per  bushel  on  coal ;  which  mo- 
tion, however,  he  subsequently  withdrew. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  then,  with  the  view 
of  encouraging  and  protecting  the  great  quantity 
of  machinery  erected  in  different  parts  of  the 
country^  for  rolling  and  slitting  iron,  and  en- 
couraging that  manufacture,  and  showing  by 
sererai  statements  that  the  proposed  duty  was 
an  insufficient  protection — moved  to  increase  the 
duty  on  the  imported  iron  sheets,  rod  and  bolts, 
from  one  hundred  and  fifty  cents  to  two  hundred 
and  fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Irving 
of  New  York,  Root,  and  Condict,  and  carried 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  to  increase  the  duty 
on  lump  and  loaf  sugar  to  eighteen  cents  per 
pound— Delieving  that  the  manufactories  of  the 
article  now  established  in  the  United  States  were 
fully  able  to  supplv  the  whole  country,  and  the 
dut^  proposed  by  the  bill  being  in  his  opinion  in- 
sufficient to  protect  those  establishments  from  a 
successful  foreign  competition. 

Mr.  Smith  afterwards  gave  way  to  Mr.  Hugbr, 
who  wished  to  reduce  the  dutjr  of  four  cents  per 
pound  on  brown  sugar ;  believing  that  no  protec- 
tion was  necessary  to  encourage  the  manufactore 
of  that  article,  by  which  large  fortunes  were  now 
making,  and  which  it  was  unnecessarv  to  en- 
courage by  taxing  the  community  for  that  pur- 
pose. Mr.  H.  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
proposed  duty  of  four  cents,  with  the  view,  if 
successful,  of  filling  the  blanx  with  two  and  an 
half  cents. 

Mr.  Robertson  said :  I  rise  Mr.  ChairmaUi  to 
oppose  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Uarolina.  Before,  however,  I  enter  on  my  reply, 
I  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  observations  of  a  gene- 
ral nature,  but  strictly  applicable  to  the  question 
under  consideration. 

I  think  I  am  founded  in  saying,  that  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  now 
brought  forward  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  has  resulted  from  inattention  or  forget- 
fulness;  it  can  be  traced  to  no  other  source;  it 
tan  be  executed  on  no  other  ffround :  for  it  w  at 
war  with  every  principle  he  nas  laid  down,  and 
violates  the  whole  system  which  he  professes  to 
approve.  I  will  not  repeat  his  principles  or  his 
plans  i  they  are  before  the  eyes  of  everv  gentle- 
man in  the  House.  I  content  myself  with  saying 
again,  that  his  plan  of  reduction  in  regard  to  the 
duty  on  sugar,  is  a  clear  and  manifest  violation 
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of  his  owD  principles,  and  at  war  with  the  whole 
system. 

The  State  of  Louisiana.  Mr.  Chairman,  from 
its  happy  climate  and  fertile  soil,  is  competent  to 
furnish  the  United  States  with  all  the  sugar  they 
may  require ;  but  that  this  may  be  done  with  cer- 
tainty and  within  a  short  time,  some  encourage- 
ment is  indispensable.  Is  any  manufacture  more 
important  to  the  nation?  Is  there  one  which 
may  be  aided  by  a  tax  on  its  foreign  competition 
with  less  injustice  to  the  community,  or  with 
greater  advantaae  to  the  revenue?  Gentlemen 
call  it  an  agricultural  product ;  is  that  sufficient 
to  render  it  an  object  of  prejudice  ?  Hare  our 
manufacturers .  already,  by  their  combinations, 
succeeded  in  placing  their  employment  on  higher 
ground  than  that  ofthe  agriculturist  ?  But,  say 
gentlemeiK  why  not  hold  out  encouragement  to 
Uie  manufacturer  of  flour,  to  the  growers  of  rice, 
tobacco,  wheatj  dl&c.?  Is  it  possible  that  an  argu- 
ment 01  this  kind  can  have  any  weight;  is  it  se- 
riously urged  ?  Let  me  ask  sentlemen,  if  tobacco, 
rice,  and  wheat,  were  interfered  with  by  foreign 
importation,  whether  thev  would  not  see  the 

Propriety  of  giving  that  aid,  by  which  we  should 
e  enabled  to  raise  these  important  products  within 
our  own  country  ?  Would  it  not  be  wise  to  do 
80?  Would  not  a  dependence  on  foreign  supply 
for  these  essential  articles,  be  fatal  to  our  nappiness 
and  prosperity  ?  And  let  them  ask  themselves  if 
the  cane  were  the  favorite  cultjure  of  their  State, 
whether  they  would  not  see  the  propriety  of  sus- 
taining it  against  the  rival  efforts  of  a  foreign 
country  ? 

In  the  decision  of  this  question,  the  interests  of 
Louisiana  are  not  alone  concerned.  Is  it  not  im- 
portant that  in  time  of  war  we  should  be  furnished 
with  this  valuable  article?  Let  the  situation  of 
the  country,  little  more  than  a  year  ago,  answer 
the  question.  The  States  of  the  Union  may 
hereafter  not  only  be  supplied  with  sugar  from 
t  sister  State,  but  supplied  at  a  cheap  rate ;  the 
steamboat  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  and  its 
Tarious  waters  will  produce  this  effect.  The  high 
price  during  the  war  grew  simply  out  of  the  want 
of  transportation;  this  state  or  things  will  never 
again  occur. 

In  limes  of  peace  the  distant  and  extensive 
trade  with  New  Orleans  will  give  employment 
to  our  maritime  industry;  thus  substituting  a 
trade  with  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  for 
that  with  the  West  Indies,  and  which  we  already 
have  lost.  Whilst  an  exclusion  of  all  other  for- 
eign oaanufactures,  however  beneficial  to  our  in- 
ternational prosperity 2  destroys  a  commerce,  if 
in  no  other  point  of  view  desirable,  important  to 
navigation,  let  us  take  care,  that  while  we  pro- 
mote manufactures,  we  do  not  so  far  annihilate 
commerce  as  to  destroy  maritime  industry,  and 
thus  cut  off  the  right  arm  of  the  nation.  Com- 
merce, considered  in  regard  to  America,  is  mari- 
time strength ;  render  useless  the  merchant,  and 
you  may  save  yourself  the  expense  of  building 
iresseb  of  war.  In  the  hour  of  battle  they  will  be 
without  seamen.  The  planter  of  Louisiana  offers 
you  a  valuable  manufacture,  an  extensive  com- 


merce, and  an  increased  revenue;  but  the  cotton 
manufacturer,  who  destroys  your  voyages  to  the 
Bast  Indies,  offers  you  none  other  in  return.  Oar 
intercourse  with  foreign  nations  can  never  be 
entirely  cut  off;  it  will  be  always  suffieieot  to 
breed  dispute,  and  produce  war.  Let  it  be  also 
sufficient,  if  it  plunge  us  into  war,  to  carry  us 
throo|^h  it  with  success  and  honor;  to  this  end 
maritime  force  is  necessary. 

The  duty  paid  on  imported  sugars,  if  taken 
from  the  pocket  of  the  consumer,  augments  the 
public  Treasury,  because,  although  it  affects  the 
price,  it  will  not  in  the  same  degree  affect  the 
quantity  imported ;  whereas  the  duty  laid  on  im- 
ported cottons,  by  excluding  them  entirely,  is 
added  to  the  price  of  the  domestic  manufacture, 
taken  out  of  the  pocket  of  the  consumer,  and  put 
into  that  of  the  manufacturer ;  thus,  in  the  one 
case,  we  pay  a  tax  to  the  public,  in  the  other,  to 
individuals.  Gentleman  have  indulged  them- 
selves in  the  most  extravagant  misrepresentations 
in  regard  to  the  wealth  ofthe  planters  of  Louisi* 
ana ;  whence  they  have  received  their  informa- 
tion, I  know  not.  They  have  probably  formed 
their  opinions  from  the  false  and  ridiculous  state- 
ments which  we  have  seen  of  the  great  profits  of 
the  cultivation  in  Georgia;  and  a  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  tells  us  that  his  constituenu  are 
running  into  the  business  with  the  utmost  alacrity. 
This  may  be  so,  but  I  beg  leave  to  tell  the  gentle- 
man, that  aAer  a  very  little  while,  they  will  run  with 
redoubled  alacrity  out  of  it;  it  will  not  answer. 
The  sugar  planters  of  Louisiana  are  not  so  enor- 
mously rich  as  gentlemen  affect  to  believe;  I 
know  some  who  have  been  ruined ;  many  who 
have  done  nothing  more  than  hold  their  own  ;  a 
few,  and  these  generally  with  all  the  advantages 
of  commencing  with  large  capitals,  independent 
if  you  please,  rich.  But  the  same  may  be  said  of 
our  cotton  planters  and  our  merchants.  There 
is  nothing,  as  yet,  which  very  advantageously 
distinguishes  the  cnJtif  ation  of  the  cane.  I  believe 
the  planters  stand  in  need  of  the  protecting  care 
of  Government ;  in  their  behalf  I  ask  it.  Ihave 
no  personal  interest.  I  am  not  a  sugar  maker, 
and  from  present  prospects  I  believe  I  never  shall 
be.  I  have  not  brought  my  private  feeling  into 
operation  on  this  question.  I  wish  it  were  the 
case  that  no  pecuniary  coosideratioa  could  ever 
be  seen  to  shape  or  decide  our  political  course. 

In  regard  to  every  article  mentioned  in  the 
tariff,  one  excepted,  the  people  of  Louisiana  are 
the  purchasers  and  consumers;  they  are  to  be 
heavily  taxed  to  augment  the  wealth  of  other 
parts  of  the  country;  they  are  willing  to  make 
the  sacrifice — but  they  ask  in  return  reciprocal 
sacrifices;  they  ask  protection  to  their  single 
manufacture — to  that  employment  in  which  more 
capital  is  embarked,  in  relation  to  the  State,  than 
in  any  other  in  any  State  in  the  Union,  in  re- 
gard to  its  wealth  and  resources.  I  suppose  the 
capital  thus  employed  amounts  to  nearly  $30,000,- 
000,  one-third  of  the  agricultural  and  manufac- 
turing wealth  of  the  nation.  Does  any  manu- 
facture, in  any  other  State,  bear  as  great  a  pro* 
portion  to  its  wealth  ? 
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The  motion  of  tbe  gentleman  has  a  most  im- 
portant bearing  on  the  revenae  of  the  nation,  as 
well  as  on  the  prosperity  of  Louisiana;  n  it 
succeed,  it  will  strike  off  about  $900,000  from 
the  receipts  of  tbe  Treasury.  Does  the  ffentle- 
mAn  propose  to  make  up  the  loss  by  adoitional 
taxes  on  other  articles?  On  what  can  it  be  laid 
with  more  propriety?  No  idea  is  entertained  of 
increasing  the  direct  tax,  and  augmented  duties 
on  any  other  subject  will  amount  to  a  total  pro- 
hibition or  invite  extensive  smuggling;  if  the 
article  be  bulky,  it  will  not  be  imported,  if  it  be 
otherwise,  it  will  be  surreptitiously  introduced — 
in  either  event,  no  benent  accrues  to  tbe  cus- 
toms. 

My  friend  from  South  CaroliDa,the  chairman  of 
tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who,  I  hesi* 
tate  not  to  say.  is  better  acquainted  with  tbe  fis- 
cal concerns  of  the  nation  than  anv  member  of 
this  House,  has  recommended  tha  duty  which  I 
now  advocate;  he  tells  yoo  explicitly,  it  is  re- 
quired by  the  necessities  of  the  Qovernment.  Im- 
partial and  intelligent  as  he  is,  he  has  not  said  as 
much  in  regard  to  any  other  tax;  he  has  not  sup- 
ported high  duties  on  cotton  and  woollen  gooos, 
because  no  benefit  would  result  to  tbe  public 
from  laying  them;  they  would,  as  they  will, 
cease  to  be  imported,  or  be  smuggled ;  and  the 
benefit  to  the  nation,  if  either  of  these  should  oc- 
cur, cannot  be  easily  perceived ;  no  danger  of  this 
kind  is  to  be  apprehended  in  respect  lo  sugar^  it 
is  too  bulky  to  oe  smuggled,  and  too  necessary  to 
the  community  to  be  dispensed  with. 

I  fear,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  an  interest  is  spring- 
ing up  before  which  every  other  is  to  be  pros- 
trated ;  tbe  mere  manufacturer  is  to  be  preferred; 
whether  he  be  a  manufi&cturer  of  the  raw  mate- 
rial, produced  by  our  own  country,  or  that  of 
other  States,  is  not  to  be  asked — whatever  injury 
be  done  to  the  rerenue,  whatever  ruin  be  brought 
on  maritime  industry,  however  much  the  agri- 
culturist suffer,  the  manufacturer  must  and  will 
be  encouraged.  Does  the  manufacturer  of  wool 
want  encouragement,  foreign  cloth  is  shut  out, 
the  ralue  of  the  duties  given  up,  and  tbe  compe- 
tition, so  beneficial  to  the  consumer,  is  destroyed ; 
does  the  farmer  ask  to  be  protected  in  raising 
sheep,  so  as  to  furnish  the  raw  material,  the  ne- 
cessary duty  on  foreign  wool  is  denied,  because 
it  is  convenient  and  profitable  to  tbe  manufac- 
turer to  purchase  wool  as  cheap  as  possible, 
whether  it  be  foreign  or  native.  Apply  the  same 
examination  to  other  subjects — does  the  sugar 
refiner  ask  it,  foreign  refined  sugar  is  excluded 
from  the  market  by  enormous  duties;  does  the 
f;rower  of  the  raw  material  solicit  protection,  it 
la  denied,  because  it  is  convenient  and  profitable 
to  the  refiner  to  obtain  the  raw  material  as  cheap 
aa  possible.  I  will  detain  the  House  no  longer. 
I  have  endeavored  to  show  that  it  is  as  important 
to  the  interests  of  the  nation  to  protect  the  culti- 
▼ation  of  tbe  cane  and  the  manufacture  of  sugar, 
as  any  other  manufacture  whatever;  that,  by  so 
doing,  in  opposition  to  what  will  occur  from 
augmenting  the  duties  on  imported  goods  gene- 
rally, you  encourage  the  commerce  and  naviga- 


tion and  add  to  the  revenues  ot  the  nation.    I 
hope  the  motion  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  HuGER  acknowledged  that  the  statements 
he  had  just  heard  had  done  away  much  of  his 
objection  to  the  duty  proposed  in  the  bill,  and  if 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  could  convince 
him  that  the  cultivators  of  sugar  could  not  go  on 
safely  without  the  duty,  he  would  not  press  his 
motion  further ;  but  he  apprehended  the  gentle- 
man had  been  in  some  measure  influenced  by  his 
feelings,  and,  not  beins  a  grower  himself,  might 
be  misled  by  an  imperfect  acquaintance  with  this 
subject. 

Mr.  Robertson  replied  at  some  length  to  Mr. 
HuGGR,  in  support  of  his  previous  statement ;  af- 
ter whom 

Mr.  LowNOBs  made  a  few  remarks  on  the 
same  side.  He  argned  that  the  manufacture  of 
sugar  demanded  encouragement  as  strongly  as 
any  other,  and  that'  he  thought  the  duty  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  was  even  too  low,  being  a  very 
small  increase  on  the  specific  duty ;  and  it  was 
as  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  revenue  as  the 
protection  of  the  article. 

Mr.  SHEFFETsaid,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  motion. 
He  objected  to  a  high  duty  beiuff  laid  for  the  pur- 
pose of  revenue,  because  it  would  press  too  hea- 
vily on  the  poorer  classes.  Sugar  had  become  an 
article  of  necessity,  and  was  used  almost  as  much 
by  the  poor  as  the  rich ;  it  was  taxing  the  poor, 
therefore,  to  impose  a  heavy  duty  on  it.  As  to 
tbe  necessity  of  protecting  the  article,  the  in- 
crease of  the  culture  fur  several  years  wasasuflEi- 
cient  arguinent  that  it  was  profitable, and  needed 
no  protection.  Self-interest,  he  said,  was  eagle- 
eyed,  and  would  pursue  only  what  was  product- 
ive of  profit.  Mr.  S.  resorted  to  a  variety  of 
other  arguments  to  show  that  two  and  an  hall ' 
cents  would  be  an  ample  duty  on  the  article, 
either  for  protection  or  revenue. 

Mr.  Calboun  made  a  few  remarks  against  tbe 
motion.  He  dwelt  on  the  great  importance  of 
the  article,  and  the  expediency  of  encouraging  its 
production  in  our  own  country,  by  which  our  sup- 
plies would  be  so  much  more  certain;  and  he 
enforced  particularly  the  necessity  of  encouraging 
all  those  articles  at  home,  for  ivhich  we  now  de- 
pended on  the  West  Indies,  to  which  the  trade 
was  so  precarious  that  a  proclamation  from  the 
Governor  of  an  island  might  any  moment  cut  it 
it  off.  4 

Several  other  gentlemen  entered  into  this  de- 
bate, whose  remarks  cannot  be  given  in  the  above 
condensed  manner.  Mr.  Wilob  opposed  the 
motion,  and  Messrs.  Milnor,  Pickerino,  and 
Pitkin,  advocated  it. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  sum  of  four 
cents  was  then  tal^en,  and  carried — ayes  62, 
noes  55. 

Mr.  Pitkin  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  three 
cents. 

Mr.  Forsyth  proposed  to  fill  it  with  five  cents, 
and  spoke  some  time  in  support  of  a  high  duty 
on  the  article ;  which,  he  said,  would  be  culti- 
vated very  extensively  in  Georgia,  if  proper  en- 
couragement were  given  to  it  by  the  Government. 
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Mr.  F.  protested  also  with  warmth  against  the 
injustice  of  taxing  the  South  to  support  the  mao- 
uiacturers  of  the  East,  and  yet  denying  to  the 
South  any  security  for  their  manufactures  in 
return. 

Mr.  Robertson  also  advocated  this  motion, 
and  Mr.  Pitkin  opposed  it ;  when 

The  question  on  five  cents  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Clat  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
three  cents  and  a  half,  but  hoped  some  gentleman 
would  propose  to  restore  four  cents ;  in  favor  of 
which  Mr.  C.  argued  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Gaston  spoke  a  short  time  in  opposition 
to  the  proposed  duty ;  and  earnestly  entreated 
the  House  to  consider  those  unfortunate  manu- 
facturing States,  which  were  burdened  on  the 
one  hand  to  encourage  the  manufactures  of  the 
East,  and  taxed  on  the  other  to  protect  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  South,  &c. 

After  an  ineffectual  attempt  by  Mr.  Wood- 
ward to  obtain  a  reconsideration  of  the  question 
on  striking  out,  with  the  view  of  moving  to  re- 
store four  cents;  his  reasons  for  which  he  briefly 
stated, 

The  question  on  filling  the  blank  with  three 
and  a  half  cents,  was  carried — ayes  64,  noes  58. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

And  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until 
Monday. 


Monday,  March  25. 

Mr.  Irvino  presented  a  petition  of  Jacob  Barker^ 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  that  certain 
suits  instituted  against  the  endorsers  of  certain 
bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  him  on  his  agents  in 
London,  in  the  ^[ingdom  of  Great  Britain,  during 
the  late  war  with  that  country,  (which  were  sold 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  were 
returned  protested  in  consequence  of  the  British 
Government  having  prohibited  its  subjects  from 
trading  in  the  United  States  stock,  upon  which 
the  said  bills  were  bottomed.)  may  be  discontin- 
ued upon  their  returning  tne  purchase  money 
given  for  the  said  bills,  together  with  interest  and 
all  the  costs  which  have  accrued  thereon. — The 
petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AJQ&iirs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  ^  respecting  the  late  officers  and  crew  of 
the  sloop-of-war  Wasp,"  reported  the  same  with- 
otit  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  ''An  act  placing  cer- 
tain persons  on  the  list  of  Navy  pensioners," 
[wounded  at  Dartmoor  prison]  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^  for  the  relief 
of  John  Holkar.  formerly  Consul  General  of 
France  to  the  United  States ;"  ulso,  a  bill  "  for 
the  relief  of  the  Baltimore  and  Massachusetts 
Bible  Societies ;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 


BANKS  IN  THB  DI8TBICT  OF  COLUBIBIA. 

Mr.  Tucker,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
titions of  sundry  banking  associations  in  said  Dis- 
trict, praying  for  charters,  made  a  detailed  report 
thereon,  favorable  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners, 
on  their  complying  with  certain  conditions;  whieh 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  have  participated  in  that  deep  and 
general  concern  to  whioi  the  unanChorised  establish- 
ment of  banking  aseociations  throughont  the  country 
has  given  rise*  They  will  ibrbear  to  dilate  upon  the 
incalenlable  evils  which  inevitably  flow  from  sufleiing 
any  association  of  individoalB,  who  choose  to  engage 
in  such  punait,  to  poor  into  the  circnlation  of  the 
country  a  flood  of  bank  paper  at  their  discretiott.  The 
general  sentiment  has  be6a  so  perfectly  settled  on  this 
sttbjectf  and  has  been  so  entirely  jostmed  by  the  les- 
sons of  a  dear  bought  experience,  that  y  oar  committee 
have  chosen  rather  to  avoid  unprofitable  ipeenlatiegH, 
and  to  act  at  once  upon  the  sulgeety  by  the  introdoe- 
tion  of  a  bill,  whieh  has  already  been  reported,  ibf  the 
suppression  of  the  notes  of  the  unchartered  banks. 
The  provisions  of  that  bill  (however  haxah  they  may 
appear)  are  believed  by  your  committee  to  be  essen- 
tiaUy  necessaiy  to  effect  the  great  and  important  end 
which  they  have  in  view,  in  common,  as  they  believe, 
with  other  members  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  They  have  recommended  the  ponishment  of 
the  persons  engaged  in  banking,  and  of  the  officers  of 
such  institutions,  rather  than  a  general  penalty  on  the 
circufation  of  the  notes  of  unchartered  banks,  because 
the  experience  of  an  adjoining  State  has  suffidently 
demonstrated  that  provisions  of  the  latter  description 
cannot  be  carried  into  execution.  A  large  propoition 
of  society  becoming  implicated  in  the  ofQsnce,  it  be- 
comes impossible  to  enforce  the  proviaionB  of  the  law, 
however  wise  in  its  views,  and  nlntary  in  its  design. 

But  whilst  your  committee  unhesitatingly  reeom- 
mend  the  prohibition  of  the  establishment  of  now 
banks,  the  maturest  reflection  has  convinced  them,  that 
the  existing  state  of  things  absolutely  requires  thoee 
which  have  gone  into  operation  within  the  District 
wiUiont  charters,  to  be  incorporated,  and  suffered  to 
continue  an  employment  of  their  capital,  which  was 
legitimate  when  their  associations  were  formed.  In 
presenting  their  views  on  this  subject,  your  committee 
will  ask  attention  to  the  foUowing  considerations : 

1.  What  are  the  evils  that  can  fairly  be  anticipated 
from  chartering  the  unincorporated  banks  1 

S.  What  are  the  evils  which  are  likely  to  ensue 
from  arresting  them  in  the  course  of  their  business  ? 

3.  What  are  the  public  advantages  that  may  be  de- 
rived from  their  incoiporation  t 

It  is  of  material  oonsequeooe,  in  determining  the 
first  of  these  questions,  to  obs^ve,  that  it  ii  proposed 
by  the  committee  to  make  the  reeumption  of  spede 
psyments  by  the  banks  an  essential  condition  of  the 
charters,  and  to  prohibit  the  suspension  of  apeda  le- 
demption,  under  the  penally  of  fi>rfeiting  their  prvri- 
leges  as  a  corporation.  With  such  a  provision,  tiMgr 
indulges  the  hope  that  no  evil  of  sufficient  ma^atnde 
can  fidrly  be  apprehended  from  incorporating  the  bank- 
ing companies  now  in  operation. 

An  opinion  has  been  entertained  by  some,  that  the 
amount  of  bank  capital  in  the  District  far  exceeds  its 
vrants,  and  that  it  is  better  to  limit  it  by  puttzag  down 
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apart  of  the  eziftiog  unoiiaitored  beaks,  if  not  tho 
wnole.  It  is  bdieved  that  this  opinion  is  founded  on 
a  misapprehension  of  the  amonnt  of  capital  in  the  Dis- 
trict, and  is  siso  contradicted  by  facts  which  admit  not 
of  controversion. 

The  actual  bank  capital  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
Im  es  follows: 

Actual  dspital  of  the  chaxtered  banks,  appealing  from  a 
printed  itetement  before  the  House     -  $3,831,697 

KiBopMed  capital  of  six  uAshaxtered  banks, 
which  it  ii  contemplated  to  incorporate, 
eachSMOplKK)  -       -   '    -  -      3,000,300 

•6,831,697 


The  actual  capital  of  the  six  unchartered  banks  does 
not  amount,  it  im  believed,  to  more  than  two  millions 
at  the  present  time^  and  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thous- 
and dollars  has  been  fixed  on  as  the  amount  of  the 
capital  of  each,  because  it  ii  probable  the  demand  for 
bank  capital  may  increase  before  the  expiration  of  the 
popoaea  charters,  and  because  the  provisions  of  the 
National  Bank  bill  prohibit  the  grantmg  of  auT  others. 
This  capital  of  ^e  millions  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  is  not  confined  in  its  active  operations,  and  its 
benefidal  afleets^  to  the  peculation  of  the  three  towns 
in. the  District,  amounting  to  about  twenty  thousand 
■ouls.    Even  if  it  were,  it  ia  believed  it  would  not  ex- 
ceed the  proportion  of  bank  capital  in  Baltimore  to  the 
population  of  that  city.    But  when  we  take  into  the 
estimate  the  extensive  and  rich  oountiy  on  the  shores 
of  the  Potomac,  and  even  of  the  Shenandoah,  stretch- 
ing up  nearly  two  hundred  miles  West  and  Southwest 
into  Virginia,  whpse  produce  chiefly  centres  in  this 
District,  and  whose  prosperity  is,  in  some  measure, 
dependent  on  the  command  of  capital  here,  we  may 
venture  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  that  opinion  which 
pronounces  the  banking  capital  too  large.    A  single 
fact  ought  to  place  this  matter  beyond  doubt.  It  ii  Uie 
Ihet,  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  the  employment  of  the 
capital.    That  capital  cannot,  it  is  beUeved,  be  jnsthr 
ponoonoed  to  be  too  large,  which,  eo  for  from  exoeed- 
mg  the  demand  for  capital,  does  not  even  now  meet 
.the  extent  of  that  demand.    It  is  notorious,  that  the 
banks  of  this  District  are  even  now  unable  to  discount 
all  the  paper  which  is  offared  them  by  men  of  unques- 
tionable solvency,  of  the  highest  respectability,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  most  laudable  and  lucrative  employments ; 
and  though  this  incapacity  proceeds,  in  some  measure, 
from  the  absorption  by  Government  stock  of  a  part  of 
their  omital,  yet  that  circumstance  is  neither  supposed 
to  be  of  sufficient  importance  to  vary  materiaUy  the 
position  assumed,  nor  ought  it  indeed  to  be  taken  into 
the  estimate. 

The  only  evil  it  is  suppoped  that  can  be  plausibly 
assigned  as  likely  to  flow  from  the  chartering  of  the 
unincorporated  banks,  is  that  which  may  be  supposed 
to  arise  from  a  surcharged  circulation  of  their  paper. 
8o  long  as  banks  continue  their  ojperations  without  re- 
deeming their  notes  in  specie,  tins  is  a  well  grounded 
appiehenslon.  The  love  of  gain— ^ne  of  the  meet  pow- 
ernil  instincts  of  the  human  heart — ^without  the  salu- 
tary cheek  of  specie  redemption,  will  always  tempt 
hiMBking  aasofiations  to  overtrade.  But  the  necessity 
of  paying  specie  for  their  notes  when  demanded,  af- 
€;Hrds  an  ample  check  to  that  propensity,  at  least  in  the 
present  state  of  our  public  affurs.  The  committee 
will  not  intrude  upon  the  House  a  disquisition,  on  a 
proposition  so  plam  as  to  be  at  present  almost  receited 


as  en  axiom,  that  an  excsesive  issue  of  notes  will  fur- 
nish its  own  check,  if  banks  redeem  with  punctuality 
the  notee  they  send  into  drculation.  And  as  the  prin- 
c^Ie  of  specie  redemption  ii  the  foundation  of  this  re- 
port, it  is  believed  that  no  evil  will  ensue  from  the 
adoption  of  the  measure  recommended  by  them. 

3.  The  evils  which  are  likely  to  ensue  from  sup- 
pressing the  chartered  banks  already  in  operation,  are, 
on  the  other  hand,  beUeved  to  be  great  and  manifost 

Tour  committee  are  not  in  possession  of  any  state- 
ment of  the  concerns  of  the  several  banks,  from  whidi 
it  can  be  accurately  known  what  amount  has  been  dis- 
counted or  lent  by  the  unincorporated  associations  to 
individuals.    The  committee  appointed  by  order  df  the 
Honse  to  make  an  investigation  into  their  situation, 
will  probably  furnish  correct  information  on  the  sub- 
ject   It  appears,  however,  from  a  statement  of  one  of 
the  banks,  that  they  have  discounted,  on  an  actual 
capital  of  only  9340,060  in  moneys  to  the  amonnt  of 
#489,000 ;  and  if  the  discounts  of  the  other  unchar- 
tered banks  bear  a  like  proportion  to  their  capitals,  we 
may  fairiv  conclude  that  there  is  an  amount  of  between 
three  and  four  millions  of  dollars  discounted  by  them 
at  tiie  present  time.    The  efifect  upon  the  mercantile 
dass,  and  upon  society  in  general,  of  a  suppression  of 
these  institutions,  may  then  easily  be  conceived.    The 
suppression,  whether  immediate,  or  even  at  a  period 
somewhat  remote,  must  compel  those  institutions  im- 
mediately to  commence  a  heavy  and  ruinous  curtail 
of  their  discounts,  perhaps  an  immediate  payment  of 
the  whole  of  the  debts  due  to  them.    These  debts, 
amounting  to  perhaps  four  millioni,  form  most  proba- 
bly neariv  one-half  of  the  money  lent  by  all  the  banks 
in  the  District,  chartered  as  well  as  unchartered.    A 
demand  of  payment  of  a  sum  bearing  so  large  a  pro- 
portion to  the  mercantile  capital  of  the  towns  of  George- 
town, Washington,  and  Alexandria,  must  inevitably 
produce  the  most  serious  distress  among  all  the  debtors 
of  the  banks,  and  among  all  the  debtors  ef  those  debt- 
ors, and  thus  extend  throughout  every  ramification  of 
eociety.    Bankruptcy  and  ruin  to  individuals  here, 
loee  and  embarrassments  to  those  connected  with  them 
in  trade,  or  their  creditors  elsewhere,  and  a  paralysis. 
of  the  commerce  and  active  industry  of  this  District, 
must  be  the  inevitable  consequence ;  and  those  to  whom 
ths  Constitution  has  left  no  other  protection  than  the 
Legislature  of  the  nation,  will  find  themselves  pros- 
trated by  the  hand  to  which  alone  they  can  look  for 
support. 

It  ii  not  here  that  the  evil  will  stop.  The  suppres- 
sion of  the  unchartered  banks,  and  the  consequent  an- 
nihilation of  so  much  capital,  or  the  withdrawing  so 
large  an  amount  as  two  oi  three  millions  of  dollaraftom 
the  active  capital  of  the  country,  must,  of  course,  produce 
a  visible  effect  upon  the  prices  of  the  produce  brought  to 
this  market;  and  whilst  it  thus  indirectly  injures  the 
agriculturist,  will  drive  him  to  seek  in  some  other  more 
dittant  and  lees  oonvanient  market,  that  foir  price  for 
the  ratann  of  his  labor,  which  the  distresses  and  lim- 
ited capital  of  this  District  will  present  his  receiving 
here.  To  whalaver  side  we  turn,  thme  seems  to  yovr 
oomaitlee  to  be  mischief  and  ruin  to  individuals,  and 
to  the  District,  in  the  suppression  of  the  unchartered 
banks  of  the  District.  Nor  will  the  chartered  instttu- 
tiooB  be  aUe  te  affivd  relief  Notwithstanding  the  al- 
legation that  there  is  too  much  capital  in  the  District, 
it  is  believed  that  the  chartered  banks  have  discounted 
as  far  as  they  think  it  prudent  to  go,  and  are  daily  re- 
fusing the  o£&r  of  good  paper  for  discount. 
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-  For  theie  reasons,  and  for  others,  (which  they  for- 
bear to  pre  SB  lest  this  report,  although  extended  beyond 
their  expectations,  should  become  unreasonaUy  toIq- 
minous,)  your  cooamittee  earnestly  reconiniend  that 
the  unchartered  banks  of  the  District  should  not  be 
suppressed.  They  trust  it  will  also  be  perceiTed  that 
a  mere  pos^>onement  of  the  period  when  they  shall 
cease,  will  not  aTofd  the  evils  which  have  been  con- 
templated. 

3.  Your  committee  next  proceed  to  state  very  suc- 
cinctly what  are  the  public  advantages  that  may  be  de- 
riTod  from  the  incorporation  of  the  unincorporated 
banks  of  the  District  These  will  be  found  in  the  ef- 
fects! aid  which  will  be  afforded  by  those  institutions, 
in  promoting  public  works  connected  with  the  pros- 
perity of  the  District,  of  the  greatest  utility  and  im- 
portance. 

The  committee  will  not  enlarge  upon  the  subject  of 
public  improToment  in  road^  and  navigation,  from  a 
conviction  that  evexy  member  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture is  sufficiently  impressed  with  their  importance. 
They  will  only  mention  the  public  works  to  which  the 
banks  will  contribute  an  essential  and  salutary  aid. 

The  navigation  of  the  Potomac  and  Shenandoah 
rivers,  which  extend  two  hundred  miles  into  the  inte- 
rior, passing  through  a  fertile  and  rapidly  improving 
countzy,  has  long  been  an  object  of  the  greatest  inter- 
est, as  affecting  not  only  the  wealth  and  convenience 
of  die  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  the  com- 
merce and  prosperity  of  their  people,  but  as  intimately 
connected  with  the  general  weliare  of  this  District, 
whose  interests  are  confided  to  the  guardianship  of  the 
National  Legislature.  Individual  exertion  has  done 
much  towards  opening  that  navigation,  and  at  the  pres- 
ent moment  a  great  effi>rt  is  making  to  complete  what 
has  so  long  been  slowly  in  progress.  Even  now,  how- 
ever, some  aid  is  required  to  mrevent  a  fiulure  of  this 
important  object;  and  this  aid  the  banks  of  the  Dis- 
trict are  willing  to  afibrd.  It  is  proposed  that  the 
banks,  when  chartered,  should  advance  or  loan  to  the 
Potomac  and  Shenandoah  companies,  at  moderate  in- 
terest, two  per  centum  of  the  amount  of  their  capitals, 
and  it  is  understood  that  the  banks  readily  accede 
to  this  proposition,  and  to  the  other  conditions  here 
after  mentioned.  Those  other  conditions  relate  to  the 
aid  to  be  afforded  by  the  banks  for  the  completion  and 
construction  of  certain  turnpike  roads  terminating  in 
the  District,  and  leading  to  the  upper  and  fertile  part 
of  the  country.    These  roads  are  as  follows  : 

The  road  from  Georgetown  to  Fredericktown. 

That  from  Washington  to  Montgomery  courthouse. 

The  road  from  Georgetown  to  SnickOT's  Gap,  pass- 
ing through  Leesburg. 

The  road  from  Snicker's  Gap  to  Winchester. 

The  road  leading  from  Alexandria  to  Thornton's 
Gap.    And, 

The  road  from  Winchester  to  Cumberland. 

It  ii  contemplated  to  appropriate  ten  per  oent.  of  the 
capital  of  the  banks  in  the  District  to  these  roads ;  and 
it  ii  believed  that,  when  united  to  individual  subserip- 
tions,  the  aid  of  Ihe  banks  will  be  sufficient  to  effectu- 
ate Uiese  desirable  objects.  Should  these  important 
ends  be  obtained,  there  will  then  be  afforded  an  ad- 
mirable water  carriage  for  the  produce  of  a  very  weal- 
thy portion  of  the  community  to  this  commodious 
madtet,  whilst,  at  die  same  time,  roads  will  be  opened, 
communicating  both  through  Frederick  and  Winches- 
ter, with  the  great  national  road  leading  through  the 
Western  States. 


Tour  conimittee  cannot  forego  the  expression  of  a 
hope,  that  we  shall  not  permit  tins  ftvorsble  opportu- 
nity for  effiBCting  a  great  national  work  to  pass  by  un- 
improved ;  they,  therefore,  respedfiiUy  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Re$ohedj  That  It  is  expedient  to  incorporate  the 
following  banking  associations  within  the  District  of 
Columbia;  that  is  to  say :  The  Fanners  and  Mechan- 
ics' Bank  of  Georgetown ;  the  Central  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington and  Georgetown ;  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis ; 
the  Patriotic  Bank;  the  Union  BaidL  of  Alexaadiia; 
the  Merdiante'  Bank  of  Alexaddiia ;  and  the  Franklin 
Bank  of  Alexandria. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  again  resolred  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  tariff  of  duties  od>  imports. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  renewed  the  motion 
he  made,  and  afterwards  withdrew,  on  Saturday, 
to  increase  the  duty  on  lump  sugar  to  twelve 
cents,  and  on  loaf  to  fifteen  cents  per  pound; 
which,  after  some  objections  by  Mr.  Piocbbino, 
and  reply  by  Mr.  Smith,  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative— ^ayes  56. 

Mr.  Soutb4lBd  proposed  to  increase  the  doty 
on  i^anpowder  from  six  to  ten  cents  per  pound, 
which  he  supported  on  the  ground  of  the  ability 
of  existing  manufactories  in  the  United  States  to 
supply  the  whole  country,  and  the  exjiediency  of 
even  prohibiting,  by  higb  duties,  the  importation 
of  an  article  which  it  was  so  much  our  true  policy 
to  encourage  the  mtnufacture  of  at  home. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Lowndes  in  replj, 
explanatory  of  the  views  of  the  Committee  in 
fixing  the  duty  at  six  ceots,  which  was  deemed 
fully  adequate  to  protect  the  domestic  manu&c- 
ture,  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  RuGOLEs  moved  to  strike  out  the  duty 
proposed  by  the  bill,  of  one  cent  per  pound  on 
imported  tallow,  which  he  advocated  in  a  short 
speech. 

After  some  discussion,  in  which  Mr.  Smitb 
opposed  and  Mr.  STBARNd  favored  the  motion,  it 
was  lost  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Rebd  moved  to  reduce  the  duty  on  cocoa 
from  four  to  two  cents  per  pound ;  which  amend- 
ment was  also  rejected — ayes  43,  noes  55. 

Mr.  RcaoLBB  moved  to  include  copper  sheets 
in  the  list  of  copper  article^^  oii  which  the  duty 
of  four  cents  per  pound  is  laid  by  the  bill. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  Mr. 
MiLNOR,  Mr.  Steabns,  and  Mr.  Wbbster,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Lowndes  \  and  ultimately  nega- 
tivedj  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Rugqleb  then  moved  to  incorporate  in  the 
bill  a  duty  of  two  cents  per  pound  on  copper 
sheets  $  which  was  also  negatived. 

Mr*  Smitb,  after  some  explanatory  observa* 
tioDs,  and  with  the  view  of  enooaraging  oar  own 
shipping  by  every  means,  moved  to  charge  teas 
imported  in  foreign  ships  from  China  the  hwfaer 
duties  charged  in  the  bill  on  teas  imported  "from 
other  countries  than  China,''  and  thus  to  secure 
the  China  trade  to  tba  American  shippiDg,  as 
had  been  the  case  under  the  former  law. — His 
motion  obtained. 
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Mr.  HoPKiivsoN.  after  obnerviog  that  the  pro- 
posed duty  on  lead  was  greater  than  that  on  shot, 
aodpresumlDg  it  an  inadvertency  on  the  part  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  moTed  to 
raise  thd  duty  of  one  cent  on  lead  in  bars,  dbc.,  to 
two  cents  per  pound ;  which  was  agreed  to  with- 
out objection. 

Mr.  ill QB AM  moved  an  amendment,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  change  the  ad  valorem  djuty  on 
iron  and  steel  wire  of  twenty-two  per  cent.,  to  a 
specific  duty  of  five  cents  per  pound  on  wire  un- 
der No.  18,  and  of  nine  cents  per  pound  on  that 
of  No.  18. 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  Irving,  of  New 
York,  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Pickrring, 
to  show  the  impropriety  of  the  proposed  chaoge 
of  duty,  and  bv  Messrs.  Inohau  and  Milnor 
in  support  of  the  amendment,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hale,  on  account  of  the  hiffh  freight  which 
imported  bar  iron  had  to  pay,  and  the  consequent 
impropriety  of  a  hiffh  duty  on  that  article,  moved 
to  reduce  the  duty  from  seventv-five  to  fifty  ceots 
per  cwt.  on  iron  in  bars  and  bolts* 

Mr.  CoNDicT  opposed  the  motion  because  of 
the  opposite  fact,  that  bar  iron  generally  paid  no 
freignt|  and  was  brought  from  aurope  chiefly  as 
ballast,  and  submittea  some  statements  to  support 
his  views  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Halb  replied ;  after  which  the  motion  was 
negatived— ayes  31. 

Mr.  IrvinO)  of  New  York,  proposed,  for  r^soM 
which  he  stated,  to  amend  the  bill,  by  changing 
the  dutv  on  clocks  and  parts  of  clocks  from  seven 
and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  valorem  to  twenty-two 
per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  to  include  parts  of 
watches  in  the  duty  of  seven  and  a  half  per  cent 
on  watches  imported  entire;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Irving  also  proposed  to  change  the  duty 
of  seven  and.  a  half  per  cent,  on  cotton  laoes  to 
twenty-two  per  cent.^  and  include  lace  veils, 
shawls,  &c.,  in  the  articles  liable  to  the  duty  of 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent.;  which  was  abo  agreed 
to,  nem.  con, 

Mr.  Ingham  moved  to  add  the  following  clause 
to  the  paragraph  which  fixes  the  duties  on  wool- 
len and  cotton  goods :  **  on  cotton  yarn  or  thread, 
the  same;  provided,  that  all  unbleached  and  un- 
colored  cotton  yarn  or  thread,  the  original  cost  of 
which  shall  be  less  than  sixty  cents  per  pound, 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost  sixty  cents 
per  pound,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  ac- 
cordingly ;  and  all  bleached  or  colored  yarn,  the 
original  cost  of  which  shall  have  been  less  than 
seventv-five  ceots  per  pound,  shall  be  taken  and 
deemed  to  have  .cost  seventv-five  cents  per  pound, 
and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordiogly." 

The  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
in  a~  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  Smith,  Clay, 
Milnor,  and  Strong,  and  also  by  Mr.  Wbsaton, 
(who  entered  into  a  general  investigation  of  the 
question  of  protection  of  manufactures,  and  his 
reasons  for  favoring  a  decided  and  effectual  pro« 
teetion,)  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Lowndes  and 
Tdckrr;  when  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Robrrtson.  the  words  "on 
grain"  were  stricken  out  of  the  clause  fixing  the 
dut]r  on  imported  spirits ;  so  as  to  embrace  all 
spirits,  whether  made  of  grain,  molasses,  or  other 
material,  within  the  highest  rate  of  duties  speci- 
fied in  tne  bill  on  spirits. 

Mr.  Milnor  moved,  after  some  introductory 
remarks,  to  strike  out  the  proposed  duty  on  tin 

Elates,  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  box  of  one 
undred  square  feet,  for  the  purpose  of  sobstilu- 
ling  a  lower  duty. 

Mr.  LowNDBs  offered  a  few  arguments  in  sup- 
port  of  the  duty  proposed  by  the  bill,  and  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  amendment ;  aifter  which  the  motion 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  Milnor  moved  to  reduce  the  dutv  on  tin, 
by  changing  the  duty  of  one  dollar  and  nfty  cents 
from  boxes  of  one  hundred  to  boxes  oi  two  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  square  feet ;  which  motion  was 
also  rejeeteS. 

Mr.  WsBSTER  then  renewed  the  motion  which 
he  offered  and  withdrew  on  Saturday,  to  strike 
out  the  dutv  proposed  bv  the  bill  to  be  imposed 
on  imported  cottons,  and  to  substitute  the  follow- 
ing: ^^For  two  years  next  ensuing  the  30th  day 
*•  of  June  next,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  Bd 
'  valorem ;  for*  two  years,  to  commence  at  the 

*  termination  of  the  two  years  last  aforesaid,  a 

*  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem ;  and 

*  after  the  expiration  of  the  two  years  last  afora- 

*  said,  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  Clat  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
changing  the  word  two,  in  the  first  line,  to  three; 
the  word  two,  in  the  sceond  instance,  to  one ;  and 
to  conform  the  remainder  of  the  amendment  ac- 
cordingly. We  all  know,  said  Mr.  C,  that  now 
is  the  time  for  encouragement,  and  that  the  do- 
mestic manufacturer  has  to  struggle  more  at  the 
end  of  a  war,  and  at  that  moment  the  greater  aid 
is  necessary  to  support  him  affainst  foreign  com« 
petition.  If  the  amendment  he  offered  prevailed, 
four  years  would  still  reduce  the  duty  to  the  miur 
imum  proposed  by  the  original  motion,  and  would 
give  to  our  own  manufactures  an  adequate  pro- 
tection at  the  time  of  the  greatest  diflEiculty. 

Mr.  LowNOfis  assented  to  the  motion.  He  re* 
joiced  to  see  genlleman  who  had  manifested  the 
strongest  friendship  for  the  manniactnring  interest 
the  advocates  of  a  proposition  which  would,  in 

grospect.  produce  a  return  of  correct  principles, 
atisfied  that  twenty-five  and  even  twenty  per 
cent,  was  a  sufficient  protection  to  the  manuno- 
tures  in  question,  he  would,  nevertheless,  support 
the  proposed  motion,  though  not  perfectly  correct 
in  his  opinion,  persuaded  that  it  would  eventa>- 
aily  produce  the  state  of  things  which  he  thought 
most  desirable. 

Mr.  Root  believed  the  proposition  now  under 
consideration  was  worse  than  any  other  which 
had  been  offered  on  the  subject.  He  was  opposed 
to  the  graduation,  by  whicli  the  manufacturing 
establishments  would  be  sustained  for  two  years, 
and  then  left  to  their  fate.  If  twenty  per  cent, 
was  a  sufELcient  protection,  as  had  been  stated,  by 
this  amendment  a  bounty  of  ten  per  cent,  would 
be  given  to  the  manufactories  already  established, 
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and  in  effect  wootd  be  a  monopolf  to  them.  He 
was  in  favor  of  enoouragiuff  the  erection  of  others, 
which  €0Qld  not  be  effected  nnder  the  advantage 
of  the  powerful  competition  which  the  amend- 
ment woald  giro  to  the  existing  establishments. 

Mr.  HuLBERT  said  if  the  amendment  Was  mo- 
dified as  proposed  by  Mr.  Clay's  motion,  he 
shonld  be  in  xavor  of  it.  Since  the  amendment 
was  oflered  on  Saturday,  he  had  consulted  with 

gentlemen  acquainted  with  the  subject,  and  had 
een  informed  that  the  manufacturers  would  be 
satisfied  with  the  encouragement  which  the 
amendment  would  afford  to  them ;  and  if  the 
minimum  was  retained;  he  was  decidedly  in  fa- 
Tor  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  WsBBTBR  observed  that  he  had  conversed 
with  those  well  informed  on  the  subject,  and  had 
understood  that  the  manufacturers  would  be  sat- 
isfied with  a  duty  of  30  per  cent,  for  one  year ; 
but  he  had  proj^osed  two  years,  for  the  purpose  of 
laeeliDg  the  views  of  those  who  advocated  a 
greater  degree  of  encouragement. 

Mr.  HoLBBRT  said  the  individual  consulted  by 
the  gentleman,  though  intelligent  and  honorable, 
was  a  manufacturer  of  large  capital,  and  coula 
better  stand  under  the  operation  of  the  amend- 
ment than  many  others  whose  means  were  lim- 
ited, and  who  had  not  got  well  established. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  wished  it  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  he  was  in  favor  of  en- 
couraging manufactures ;  and  his  object  was  to 
give  a  substantial  and  permanent  support  to 
tnem,  and  not  a  bounty  for  a  short  time,  which 
would  temporarily  discourage  foreign  importa- 
tion altogether.  It  was  said  by  some  that  foreign 
Ifoods  ought  to  be  excluded,  because  the  country 
was  so  completely  stocked  with  them  now  as  to 
ctmtain  enough  for  two  years'  consumption.  He 
asked  if  this  course  would  not  be  a  ooudty  on 
those  already  imported,  by  allowing  the  holders 
of  them  to  put  on  80  per  cent?  This  would  be 
promoting  the  interest  of  the  merchants,  and 
while  he  desired  to  protect  them  against  injury, 
be  wished  not  to  give  one  pan  of  them  a  bounty, 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  other;  and  asked  if  con- 
sequences would  not  result  from  the  course  pro- 
posed, which  were  not  eontemplated  ? 

Mr.  Wbmtbr  said  the  question  was,  how  far 
ihe  country  was  bound  to  support  those  institu- 
tions. He  was  «ot  prepared  to  say  that  the  Qov- 
ctnment  was  bound  to  adopt  a  permanent  protec- 
tion, or  one  which  would  exclude  those  goods 
slseady  in  the  country.  From  the  course  pur- 
aoed  by  the  Government  for  some  years  back, 
the  eommunity  had«  right  to  expect  relief  from 
the  danger  to  which  the  sudden  chance  of  cir- 
cumstances exposed  our  manufactures ;  but  Gk>v* 
enuaent  had  a  right  to  say  whether  that  relief 
should  be  permanent  or  not,  and  to  reduce  the 
protecting  duties  if  it  thought  proper.  But  Mr. 
W.  said  be  was  opposed  to  a  changing  and  fluc- 
tuating policy,  and  the  object  of  his  motion  was 
to  impose  a  duty  so  moderate  as  to  insure  its  per-* 
maaency  and  be  still  an  adequate  one. 

Mr.  Calhoun  hoped  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  would  not  prevail.    He  believed  the 


mode  proposed  by  the  original  motion  was  cor- 
rect, and  that  the  permanent  duty  of  20  per  cent 
was  an  ample  protection ;  be  believed  the  policy 
of  the  country  required  protection  to  opr  manu- 
facturing establishments,  and  he  hopedit  would 
be  adopted  in  the  way  proposed  by  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said,  in  forming  his  opinions  on 
this  subject,  he  would  not  be  Influenced  by  the 
statements  of  those  who  had  laige  manufactories 
already  established.  He  wished  to  act  on  a 
large  national  scale ;  not  to  give  a  monopoly  to 
those  now  in  existence,  but  to  enable  others  to 
embark  in  the  business  of  manufacturing.  Tin- 
der this  amendment  a  man  could  not  get  bis 
buildings  erected  in  the  two  years  proposed,  and 
the  time  offered  would  be  of  no  use  to  them  at 
all.  Mr.  P.  supported  Mr.  Clat'b  modification, 
and  argued  at  some  length  in  favor  of  the  policy 
of  holding  out  encouragement  to  additioiral  es- 
tablishments. 

Mr.  Wbbbtbr  repeated  that  his  object  was  to  |^ 
protect  the  manufacturers  permanently.  He  ' 
asked  gentlemen  to  recollect  that  even  under  the 
duty  of  20  per  cent.,  the  minimum  of  his  proposi- 
tion, the  India  cottons  would  be  forever  excluded; 
the  India  trade,  he  said,  was  at  an  'end.  He  con- 
tended further,  that  manufacturing  establish- 
ments could  now  be  erected  at  less  than  two- 
thirds  the  cost  of  those  which  were  first  com- 
menced in  the  country. 

S^  Mr.  Clat  said  the  object  of  protecting  mann- 
'factures  was,  that  we  might  eventually  get  arti- 
cles of  necessity  made  as  cheap  at  home  as  they 
could  be  imported,  and  thereby  to  produce  an 
independence  of  loreign  countries.  In  three 
years,  he  said,  we  could  judge  of  the  ability  of 
our  establishments  to  furoiish  those  articles  as 
cheap  as  they  were  obtained  from  abroad^  and 
could  then  legislate  with  the  lights  of  experience. 
He  believed  that  three  years  would  be  sufficient 
to  place  our  manufacturers  on  this  desirable  foot- 
ing, and  others  would  not  hesitate  to  enter  into 
the  business,  because  they  would  look  to  that 
liberal  and  enlarged  policy  which  they  might 
anticipate  from  the  Government  at  a  future  pe- 
riod. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  did  not  believe  that  20 
per  cent,  was  at  this  time  an  adequate  duty  on 
cotton  goods,  but  that  it  would  give  an  advantage 
to  the  American  manufiicturer  of  50  per  cent, 
over  the  British  manufacturer  in  cotton  goods. 

Mr.  Ross  believed  that  20  per  cent,  was  an 
encouragement  amply  sufficient ;  and  replied  at 
some  length  to  those  who  maintained  that  the 
Qovernment  was  pledged  to  afford  a  high  protec- 
tion to  manufactures,  and  a^^ainst  the  rage  for 
fostering  them  to  the  exclusion  of  every  other 
pursuit.  He  desired  the  independence  of  the 
people  as  well  as  national  independence,  and 
wished  not  to  see  one  class  of  the  community  en- 
slaved by  another;  to  illustrate  which,  he  intro- 
duced the  situation  of  China,  where  the  govern- 
ment was  completely  independent,  and  yet  the 
people  all  slaves.  If  the  extravagant  duties  pro* 
posed  Were  not  necessary  for  revenue,  he  said,  he 
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could  see  no  strong  oecessitjr  for  them.  The 
failure  of  ceruia  majiiifaccurers  was  oo  reason 
for  theoif  because  some  individuals  of  all  profes- 
sions were  unfortunate  in  the  best  times,  and  no 
was  felt  for  the  mercbanis  wbo  failed* 


sympathy 
Adverting 


Ldverting  to  a  remark  that  some  oianuiaeiories 
were  worked  in  Kentucky  by  alaves,  Mrr  R.  said 
all.  manufactories  were  conducted  with  slaves, 
because  the  occupation  had  a  tendency  to  degrade 
and  debase  the  humia  mind.  It  was^  he  arsuedi 
a  vain  attempt  to  carry  manufactures  to  such  ex- 
tent in  this  country,  while  there  were  so  many 
inducements  to  seek  an  indepjendent  support  by 
agriculture^  and  other  beneficial  punuits.  The 
only  kind  of  manufactures  he  wished  to  see  flour* 
ishy  were  those  conducted  in  fitmilies ;  any  other 
would  prove  destructive  to  the  liberties  of  this 
Republic,  by  combinations  effecting  a  revolution 
in.thift  House  and  in  the  Gh>v<rnmeni.  There 
was  already  great  necessity  for  a  strong  country 
party  to  withstand  the  manu&cturing  and  com* 
mercial  parties  here. 

Mr.  Clay's  motion  was  negatived — ayes  47, 
noes  61 ;  and  Mr,  Wbbotee's  amendBMSt  was 
agreed  to  \^  a  large  majority. 

The  Commiitee  then  rose,  and  obtained  leavei 
to  pit- again. 


TusBDATj  March  26. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JsNMijfoa,  the  Coounittee 
on  Public  Expenditures  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  accounts  connected  with  the 
superintendencT  of  Indian  affiurs  lor  the  Territory 
of  Indiana,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  said 
superintendency  has  been  discharged* 

Mr.  JEifHUiG0|in  proposing  theaU^ve  motion,  ob- 
served that  he  wishra  tostate  to  theHoose,  that  each 
of  the  Qovernorsof  the  Territories  of  the  United 
SuteflL  at  least  of  the  Territories  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  werelikewisesuperintendents  of  Indian 
afiairsjior  and  within  their  respective  Territories* 
That  it  would  be  difficult  .to  ascertain  the.  mis- 
chief which. might  accrue  by  reason  of  any  ne- 
glect, or  other  malfeasance . io  relation,  to  the 
duties  of  such  superintendeocies*  That  be  had 
long  been  of  opinion  that  malconduct  had  taken 
ulace  in  the  suMrintendencv  for  the  Territory  of 
Indiana.  Mr.  J.  said,  thafc  the  laws  of  the  United 
Sutes  had  long  since  prohibited  any  superin- 
tendent from  being  concerned  in  merohmidisinff  \ 
though  he  had  no  hwitatioo  in  stating,  that  the 
late  superintendent  ibr  the  Territory  of  Indiana 
had  been  concerned  in  trade  while  acting assocb. 
and  thai,  he  had  purchased  goods  for  the  use  oi 
the  Indians,  on  account  of  the  United  States,  from 
the  concern  in  which  he  wa»  a  partner.  Mr.  J. 
said,  that  he  did  not  intend  le  make  any  allusion 
to  the  present  Qoveroor  of  Indiana*— he  alluded 
parcicularlv  to  a  former  Governor,  late  a  Maior 
Qeoeral  or  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  He 
hoped  the  inquiry  would  be  instituted. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Brtah,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affiiirs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  pay- 
ment of  such  articles  of  military  clothing  |ia  may 


be  due  soldiers  discharged  from  the  Army  of  the 
United  States. 

On  motion  -of  Mr.  Tdcksb,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding bylaw  for  the  tumpiking  a  road  from  the 
town  of  Winchester,  in  Virginia,  to  Cumberland, 
BO  as  to  unite  with  the  sreat  western  turnpike 
road.— Messrs.  Tuokeb.  PiPBB^LBWta,  Bair,  and 
Ltle,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  *^  for  the  relief  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Massachusetta  Bible  Societies," 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Conamitiae 
of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^for  the  relief  of. 
John  Holkar,  formerly  Consul  Qeneral  of  Frvnoe 
to  the  United  States,''  was  read  and  eommitied 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  again  resolvted  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bHl  to  regukle 
the  tariff  of  duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  LowRDBB  offered  the  foUowSng  amend- 
ment to  the  clause  fixing  the  duty  of  twenty-five- 
per  cent,  on  woollens:  ^  Excepting  blankets,  and 
^woollen  ruga  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and 
'  paid  until  the  sOth  of  June,  1818,  and  after  that 
'  day  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  said  articles." 

lit,  LownnBs  observed  that  he  believed  the 
manufacture  of  woollens,  and  particularly  of 
blankets,  required  a  decided  .pr«aettt  encourage- 
ment ;  and  ailter  receiving  thai  suppert^  his  aaaend^ 
ment  would  produce  the  reduetion  of  the  duties  • 
to  that  comet  standard  which  «nly  oi^ht  to  b«< 
eneouraged  and  looked  to^ 

Mr.  Ingbaii  fiaroiod  a  dutf  ef  twemty^fiveper 
cent,  for  three  years,  and  a  doty  of  tweDty<»two 
per  cent,  for  one  y^ar^'but.  he  was  willing^lo 
take  the  amendment  with  simply  substituting  the 
year  1819  for  1818,  and  movea  so  to  modify  ic 

Mr.  Hqlbbbt  hoped  Mr.  Ibobbm^  amendmeot 
would  be  accepted  by  the  mover  of  this  propostK 
tion,  and  offered  a  few  reasons  in  suppori  of  it. 

Mr.  Lownbbb  repeated  some  of  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  prefer  hisownpropositioD.- 

Mr.  HtjGBB  argued  some  time  in  opposition  to 
extravagant -duties,  the  coi»seqaence  of  whiak- 
would  ^  to  tax  the  community  to  give  a  mono^ 
oly  to  a  few  large,  manuiictueera    He  was  also 
opposed  to  legislating  for  the  aexti  Congress  ( 
though  willing  to  lay  an  adnquaie  proteetioii ! 
during  the  present  Congieesi  he  desired  to  leave 
the  next  to  act  for  themselves,  and  tmpoaanKh' 
duties  as  to  them  should  seem  proper. 

Mr.  Inobam  replied,  and  offimd  some  addition*^ 
al  reaaont  in  fiivorof  the  msolion  as  he  wished  to 
modify  it.    Mr.  Huobb  rejoined. 

Mr.  LowNOBa  entered  into  a  more  comprehen*' 
sive  investigation  of  the  question,  defending  his 
proposition,  and  replying  to  tbe  gentleman  who 
had  opposed  it. 

Mr.  Ingham's  modification  was  then  agreed 
to — ayes  63  $  and  the  question  recurred  on  the 
amendment  as  amended. 

Mn  Root  opposed  it  at  some  length;  and  lika- 
wiae  the  adopliou  of  a  policy  whieh,  in  hie  opin- 
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ioD,  woaid  eftcoorage  the  most  odious  of  all  mo- 
DopoHes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stbabns,  the  woTd«  *'  wool- 
len stuffs"  were  added  to  the  amendment,  being 
accepted  bjr  Mr.  Lowndes. 

And  the  original  proposition  was  agreed  to  as 
amended. 

Mr.  FoBSYTB  offered  the  following  proviso  to 
foUow  the  amendment : 

•*  Provided,  That  all  woollen  cloths,  or  doihs  of 
which  wool  IB  the  material  of  chief  Ttlae,  the  original 
cost  of  which,  at  the  plaoe  whence  imported,  shall  be 
less  than  fonr  shillings  sterling  per  square  yard,  shall 
be  subject  to  no  higher  duty  ^n  fiileen  per  cent,  ad 
▼aloiem*" 

Mr.  Smith  opposed  the  motion,  and  submitted 
some  statements  to  show  that  its  adoption  woold 
be  extremely  injurious  to  the  revenue. 

The  motion  was  also  opposed  by  Mr.  Lowndbs 
and  Mr.  Hulbbbt,  and  was  supported  by  Mr. 
HoosB.  Mr.  Cdthbebt  also  said  a  few  words 
on  the  subject,  advocating  moderation  in  a  duty 
'v^hich  woold  fall  with  peculiar  force  on  the  poor. 
The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
negative,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Wabd,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  the  foi« 
lowing  proviso  to  the  clause  respecting  the  duty 
on  cotton  goods  imported  from  India,  &c.: 

**  Provided  further,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall 
be  so  constmed  as  to  subject  any  goods  of  the  descrip* 
tioB  Isst  mentioned,  which  may  be  imported  directly 
from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  shall  ar- 
rive in  the  United  States  before  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
uaiy  next,  to  any  other  or  higher  duty  than  would  be 
imposed  upon  them,  should  they  arrive  in  the  United 
States  before  the  30th  day  of  Jane  next" 

Mr.  Wabd  supported  his  motion  by  a  variety 
of  arguments,  and  at  considerable  length ;  and 
was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Hulbibt,  who  was  an- 
swered by  Mr.  Wabd.  Mr.  Smith  indirectly 
argued  against  the  motion,  believing  that  the 
amendment  would  cover  but  a  very  small  num- 
ber of  voyages,  dbc.  Mr.  Clay  likewise  spoke 
against  the  amendment,  and  against  legislating 
on  every  voyage  which  might  be  thought  to 
suffer  hardship  from  the  policy  of  the  Gravern- 
ment,  and  also  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wabd'b  argti- 
ipents.  Mr.  Mason  spoke  some  time  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  motion,  and  Ntr.  Wabd  again  in  favor 
of  it.  Mr.  PioKSBiNO  made  a  few  remarks  in 
favor  of  relieving  the  merchants  nowenffaged  in 
the  trade,  and  in  danger  of  ruin  by  the  bul.  Mr. 
SHBrrBT  supported  the  amendment;  arguing  that 
the  duty  on  India  imports  was  from  113  to  150 
per  cent,  on  the  cost,  and  that  a  system  which 
required  such  enormous  protection  was  unnatu- 
ral and  oppressive  on  the  great  body  of  the  com* 
munity.  ^  Mr.  Piokebimo  explained,  and  Mr.  Ma- 
aoic  rejoined ;  when,  after  a  very  long  discussion, 
almost  entirely  of  a  commercial  character,  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  and  lost — 
ayes  32. 

Mr.  Robbbtbon  moved  to  amend  the  clause  of 
the  bill  fixing  the  duty  on  books,  so  as  to  confine 
the  duty  to  oooks  printed  in  tne  English  lan- 
gaage ;  observing  tnat  the  heavy  duty  on  books 


in  the  English  lanffuage  was  obviously  necessary, 
because  they  could  be  reprinted  in  our  own  coun- 
try ;  but  that  the  same  reason  did  not  operate  on 
books  in  other  languages,  as  we  had  to  depend 
almost  wholly  for  them  on  Europe,  and  their 
importation  ought  not  to  be  restricted,  as  we  were 
not  yet  in  the  habit  of  republishing  them. 

Mr.  LowMDBB  said,  in  reply,  that  one  reason  for 
the  duty  in  the  bill,  was  that  the  duty  of  twenur 
per  cent,  was  supposed  by  the  committee  suffi- 
cient to  enable  the  reprinting  to  advantage  of 
books  of  any  language  in  this  country. 

Mr.  PtcKBBiBO  remarked  that  books  on  the 
dead  and  other  languages,  were  not  altogether 
from  Europe,  as  they  were  now  printed  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Gbobvebob  agreed,  in  part,  with  Mr. 
Robebtboh  ;  but  those  who  read  books  in  other 
languages  were  able  to  pa^  for  them ;  that  there 
was  no  reason  for  the  discrimination,  and  that 
he  would  prefer  striking  out  the  duty  altogether, 
as  in  his  view  it  would  answer  no  valualne  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  Ihqbam  argOed,  that  as  printing  establish- 
ments were  extremely  costly,  those  who  embark 
in  the  publishing  of  books  ought  to  be  encour- 
aged ;  that  they  would  be  thereby  able  to  circu- 
late many  more  books  in  the  community,  and 
that  he  looked  on  them  as  among  the  most  valu- 
able establishments  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Gbobvenob  replied,  and  contended  that  if 
the  duty  was  not  necessary  for  revenue,  it  was 
not  so  for  protection. 

Mr.  Robbbtson  varied  his  motion  so  as  to 
embrace  the  whole  duty  on  printed  books.  He 
agreed  with  Mr.  Gbobvbnob  in  his  views,  and 
wished  not  to  retard  the  improvement  of  the 
country,  because  it  might  diminish  in  a  little  the 
profits  of  some  of  the  mechanical  employments. 

The  motion  was  carried — ayes  48,  noes  45. 

Mr.  Smitb  then  made  a  motion  he  had  prom- 
ised some  days  ago,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
take  off  the  ad  valorem  duty  of  twenty  per  cent, 
on  Russia  and  Holland  duck,  and  to  lay  a  specific 
duty  of  ^  50  per  piece  on  the  former,  and  ^3 
per  piece  on  the  latter ;  which  motion  was  agreed 
to  ftcfii.  con. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Betts,  the  bill  was  amended 
by  nddinggold  leaf  to  the  articles  on  which  a 
duty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  is  laid. 

Mr.  McKeb  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
three  cents  from  the  duty  on  lead  ground  in  oil, 
with  the  view  of  inserting  a  larger  sum ;  which 
was  supported  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
and  Mr.  Clay,  who  stated  that  the  article  was 
already  manufactured,  and  of  a  better  quality 
than  the  imported  article,  amply  sufficient  for 
the  consumption  of  the  country,  and  that  the 
great  possessions  of  the  Government  in  lead 
mioes  was  an  additional  reason  for  laying  a  high 
duty  on  the  imported  artitle. 

After  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  by  Messrs. 
Lowndes,  SiitTH.  and  Ibvino^  to  show  that  the 
present  sum  would  be  a  suflncient  protection, 
the  motion  was  negatived— 49  to  43. 

Mr.  Clat  then  moved  that  the  duty  be  la* 
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eieaaed  from  thr«e  to  foar  eeats  per  pound  oq  red 
or  while  lead  groood  in  oil ;  which  moiion  was 
carried^-ajret  48,  noes  43. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  the  bill  was  so 
amended  as  to  extend  the  dnty  on  teas  to  those 
whieb  may  be  imported  from  any  other  place 
than  China,  east  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
'The  Committee  then  rose,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 


Wedmesdat,  March  27. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  "  farther  extending  the  time  for  issu- 
ing and  locating  military  land  warrants,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment^  and  the  bill  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  of  this  House,  upon  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  20th  of 
January  last,  recommending  the  ratidcation  of 
certain  donations  of  land  made  by  the  friendly 
Creek  Indians  to  General  Andrew  Jackson,  Col- 
onel Benjamin  Hawkins,  and  others,  made  a  re- 
port thereon  ;  which  was  read  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Yancet  made  a  report  oo  the  petition  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Washington 
Bridge  Companv;  which  was  read;  when  Mr. 
Y.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  President 
add  Directors  ofthe  Washington  Bridge  Company; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH,  after  some  introductory  observa- 
tions, in  support  of  his  object,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Meaolvedf  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
ColnmUa  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  snbectibers  to  the  Female  Orphan  Asylam  of  the 
City  <rf  Washington,  and  to  vest  m  them  the  fee  sim- 
ple title  to  fbnr  of  the  public  loCs  in  Uie  City  of  Wash- 
mgton,  to  promote,  tiie  benevolent  objects  of  the  said 
institntiOD. 

The  question  on  proceeding  to  consider  the 
resolution,  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  44. 

DAY  OF  ADJOURNMENT. 

<Mr.  Bassbtt,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed on  that  subject,  made  a  report  on  the  prob- 
able business  which  the  t,wo  Houses  have  to  act 
on  during  the  present  session,  and  recommending 
that  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  be  authorized  to 
close  the  se^ision  on  the day  of  April  next. 

Mr.  Hardin  moved  that  the  blank  be  filled  up 
with  Monday,  the  22d  of  April. 

Mr.  Jackson  moved  Saturday,  the  20ih,  being 
opposed  to  legislating  on  the  Sabbath,  except  in 
case  of  great  emergency,  and  one  day  would 
make  but  little  difference. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  asked  if  gentlemen 
were  serious  in  their  motions,  and  declared  it  as 
his  opinion  that  the  necessary  business  could  not 


be  completed  sooner  than  the  22d  of  May.  If  we 
hurry  off.  ^aid  he.  and  leave  the  public  business 
unfinished,  the  alteration  we  have  made  in  the 
mode  oroor  compensation,  will  prove  a  very  bad 
one,  dbc. 

Mr.  MiLNOB  offered  some  reasons  to  show  the 
impropriety  of  fixing  on  the  dav  at  present,  and 
moved  that  the  report  lie  oo  the  table;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

The  rtpori  lies  on  the  table  accordingly. 

SEIZURE  BY  A  COLLECTOR. 
Mr.  LowNOES,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  M^ans,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  David 
Gelston  and  Peter  A.  Schenek;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Hal- 
lowell. 

Mr.  L.  abu  communicated  the  following  doc- 
ument: 

TasAsvar  DxPAaTxiirT,  Feb,  19,  1816. 

8ia ;  It  is  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  a  request  for  an  appropriation  to  pay 
the  amount  of  judgment  recovered  by  Gould  Hoyt 
against  David  Gelston,  the  collector,  and  Peter  A. 
Schenek,  the  surveyor- of  the  port  of  New  York,  under 
the  following  circumstances : 

Information  having  been  received  in  July,  1810,  from 
the  French  Minister,  as  well  as  firom  various  oflkial 
sources,  that  a  ship  called  the  "American  Eagle"  was 
arming  and  equipping  as  a  vessel  of  war  in  the  port  of 
New  York,  for  the  use  of  Petion,  one  of  the  chie&  of 
the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  the  collector  and  surveyor 
of  the  port  were  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  acting  with  the  authority  of  the  President, 
to  seize  the  ship  for  adjudication,  under  the  act  of  the 
6th  of  June,  1794.  The  seisure  was  aeeordingly  made, 
but»  upon  trial,  (after  a  del^y  of  more  than  two  yean,) 
a  degree  of  restitution  was  pronounced.  Mr.  Hoyt, 
the  alleged  owner  of  the  ship,  then  instituted  an  action 
against  Messrs.  Gelston  and  Schenek*  to  recover  dam- 
ages, and  has,  in  fact,  obtained  a  verdict  lor  $107,369 
43,  upon  which  judgment  has  been  rendered  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  case  involving  a  construction  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress upon  questions  highly  interesting  to  the  United 
States  in  their  relation  to  foreign  Powers,  the  attorney 
for  the  dislriot  of  New  York  was  instructed  to  aid  in 
the  deftnee  of  the  snit»  and  to  take  the  proper  measures 
to  obtain  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  should  the  decision  of  the  State  court 
render  it  neeessaiy.  Accordingly,  the  case  has  been 
removed  by  writ  of  error  into  Uie  highest  court  of  law 
in  the  Sute  of  New  York,  with  a  view  to  its  being 
brought  finally  before  the  Supreme  Court  It  has, 
however,  lieen  represented  by  the  counsel  of  the  de- 
fendanti  that  the  expense  of  prosecuting  the  writ  ot 
error  will  be  great,  and  that  the  probability  of  reversing 
the  judgment  is  slight.  It  becomes  necessary,  there- 
fore, to  provide  for  the  event  of  a  final  judgment  in 
fovoroftheplaintifi: 

In  explanation  of  the  fhets  thus  generally  stated,  I 
hava  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  documents  : 

1.  A  copy  of  the  report  made  by  this  Department 
to  the  Senate  on  the  13th  February,  1816,  in  which 
the  circumstances  that  led  to  the  seizure  of  the  ship 
*< American  Eagle"  are  particularly  stated. 

2.  A  transcript  fi:om  the  record  in  the  case  of  Hoyt 
as.  Gelston  and  Schenek. 
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3.  The  correfpondence  with  Mr.  Gelston  and  his 
counsel  relating  to  the  suit. 

4.  A  letter  from  Albert  Gallatin,  Esq.,  who  was  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  at  the  time  of  the  seizoteof  the 
"American  Bagle/'  explanatory  of  the  facts  and  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  seizure  was  directed. 

From  the  whole,  it  will  satisfactorily  appear — 

That  the  instructions  for  seizing  the  '<  American 
Eagle"  were  founded  upon  official  information  of  an 
illicit  design  in  her  equipment,  upon  a  sense  of  public 
duty,  and  upon  a  fair  and  reasonable  construction  of 
the  law : 

That  the  seizure  was  made  by  the  collector  andsnr- 
rejoT,  in  the  course  of  their  official  duty,  under  the 
official  instructions  of  the  Treasury  Department  : 

And  that  an  indemnity  is  due  from  the  Govemment 
to  the  collector  and  sarreyor,  by  proTiding  for  the  |>ay- 
ment  of  the  damages  which  have  been  awarded  against 
them. 

I^  thflfelbre,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
concur  in  U&is  view  of  the  subject,  I  respectfully  ask 
their  direction  to  insert  in  the  general  bill  of  annual 
appropiiatieiis  (which  is  now  pvepMing)  an  item 
"  fordisdiarging  the  judgOMltt  obteined  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  of  N^w  York,  hy  GonM  Hoyt 
against  David  Gelston  and  Peter  A.  Schctnek,  in  an 
action  of  trafpass  tot  seising  the  ship  '^American 
Eagle,"  under  instructions  from  the  Treasmy  Depart- 
ment, a  sum  not -exceeding  9112,000.** 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  W.  Lowmrnn, 

Chairman  Cammiftte  Watf*  and  Jfecmt . 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr»  Inobam,  from  the  eommittee  appotnted  oo 
the  29(h  Januafy,  at  the  reqaeac  of  the  PcNMnia»- 
ter  General)  to  iaveatlgate  the  eondaet  of  the  Post 
Office  Oeparcmentf  made  a  detailed  report  of  said 
invMtigatioD,  accompanied  by  the  eridedce  sab* 
mitted  to  the  eommttiee  by  the  various  witnesses 
who  appeared  before  it.  The  report  and  docu- 
ments were  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.— The  report  is 
as  follows : 

The  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  eondnol  of 
the  General  Post  Office  Depaxtmeilt,  make  M|left  t 
That  they  have  uaed  their  utmeat  eodeavoie  fo  a» 
certain  every  &ct  that  appeared  to  be  material- to«  ftiU 
understanding  of  the  caindaet  of  the  offieeia  of  that 
Department.  Aa  the  inqairy  originated  in  a  requeat 
of  the  Postmaster  General*  the  «ommitteey4n  the  first 
place,  addressed  to  him  a  letter,  Mqueatiag  to  be 
informed  of  the  reaaona  of  his  appUoalion  to  Centteia, 
and  also  that  he  would  give  them  aneh  inlermatieB  as 
meared  to  be  calculated  to  fiMatitate  the  inveiliga* 
tion.  The  Postmaater  General  stated,  in  hie  anewer, 
that  the  application  was  induced  by  a  rumor  that  aome 
person  or  persons  of  the  Department  had  aeld  dialb 
for  money  due  to  the  General  Post  Office  for  piemi* 
urns,  which  had  been  converted  to  their  private  uae. 

The  committee,  therefore,  proceeded  to  inqaiie  into 
the  trnUi  of  the  rumor,  by  the  ezaailiatton  of  every 
person  who  seemed  likely  to  have  any  knowledge  of 
the  &ct ;  but,  in  the  examination  of  some  of  tlie  derka 
in  the  General  Post  Office,  various  sufgeitiens  were 
made  of  improper  transactions  in  the  Depaitmeut; 
other  than  those  to  which  their  attention  had  been 


drawn  by  the  Postmaater  GenetaL  The  investigatmi 
haa  therefore  assumed  a  very  extenave  aocm,  and  has 
consequently  occupied  more  time  than  ooula  have  been 
anticipated,  at  its  commencement.  This  delay  haa 
also  been  increased  by  dfcumstancea  arising  out  of  the 
nature  of  the  inquiry.  As  no  person  appMicd  to  auko 
any  spedfie  charges,  the  committee  had  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  abandon  their  undertaking,  or  listen  to 
rumors  and  the  hearsays  of  some  of  the  witnesses  to 
prove  the  facts.  They  made  choice  of  the  latter  course, 
and  have  examined  every  penon  who  was  either  sug- 
gested to  them,  er  i^ipeared  as  likely  to  possess  any 
information  on  the  subjects  of  their  inquiry. 

The  charges  arising  out  of  the  suggestiotiaof  the  wit- 
nesses, and  which,  from  the  various  commnmcations 
they  made  to  the  committee,  it  appeared  to  be  the  de- 
sire of  some  of  them  meat  espeoally  to  establuii,  ate 
aa  follows: 


1.  That  certain  persons  in  the  Gene^  Poet 
and  partioulariy  Abraham  Bradley,  jr<,  Aasistaht  Pcat« 
maater  General,  had  sold  post  office  drafts  and  dieoks, 
and  apniied  the  premium  to  hia  private  use. 

3.  That  an  erasure  had  been  made  in  the  eaah-beok 
of  the  General  Post  Office,  and  an  erroneoua  entry 
found  tbereen. 

3.  That  private  accounts  were  improperiy  ke^t  with 
individuals  on  the  books  of  the  poet  office. 

4.  That  Phineas  Bradley  had  been  concerned  in  a 
contract  for  carrying  the  mail,  that  waa  improper^ 
obtained. 

6.  That  P.  Bradley  had  received  corrupting  peeaenis 
from  mail  contractors. 

6.  That  P.  Bradley  and  Abraham  Bradley,  ir^  had 
made  uae  of  post  office  money,  in  purchasing  depred- 
ated bank  notes,  for  which  they  received  a  premium, 
and  Wlied  it  to  their  private  uae. 

7.  That  bank  notea  which  were  better  than  the  paper 
of  the  Diatrict  of  Colombia,  and  a  Treasury  note,  had 
been  returned  to  postmasters,  by  order  of  Abraham 
Bradley,  Jr. 

8.  That  the  Washington  and  Union  Bank  and  oer^ 
tain  individuale  had  praited  by  the  aale  ef  peat  effiea 

dralW 

9.  That  a  eootraet  for  eartyingthe  mail  from  Wash-  ' 
inglon  to  Frederieksbarg  had  beenauparaadbd  %f  Ofder 
of  the  Poetmacter  Gemeral,'balbta  it  expired,  and  about 
double  the  amount  givaa  for  tl^  aame  nerviee. 

An  examination  of  the  subjoined  testimony  and  dec* 
uments  will  enable  the  House  to  determine  how  far 
the  diarges,  or  either  of  them,  have  been  sustained. 
The  committee  have,  however,  no  hesitation  in  express- 
ing their  opinion  on  theoi  severally. 

I.  With  leneet  to  the  first  ehaige,  in  telatiea  to 
Abraham  Bradlaj,  jr.,  there  is  no  evidence  whatever 
to  induce  a  suspicion  fliat  he  has  sold  poet  office  dralla 
or  checka  for  a  premium ;  nor  doea  it  appear  that  any 
other  peraon  in  the  Genaral  Poet  Office  haa  sold  post 
office  drafts  or  checks  for  a  premium,  other  than  drafts 
obtained  for  their  own  salariea,  excrat  in  the  caae  of 
H.  H.  Edwards,  who  bought  a  post  office  draft  on  Bos- 
ton, for  District  of  Columbia  paper,  and  disposed  of  it 
by  an  agent  in  New  York,  (as  *<he  presumes,"}  for  a 
premium. 

The  committee  have  not  railed  upon  negative  testi- 
mony to  disprove  this  charge,  but  have  attentively  ex- 
amined the  iMMika  of  the  Union  Bank  contalnmg  the 
accounta  with  the  General  Post  Office,  as  well  aa  the 
private  accounts  of  Abraham  Bradley,  jr.,  and  Phineas 
I  Bradley,  witii  that  bank,  and  have  aatiafoctori^ 
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toined  that  no  crfdits  have  been  givea  to  them,  or  aoy 
other  penon  in  the  General  Poet  Offioe,  for  premium 
on  drafU  or  checks ;  they  have  also  ascertained,  that 
the  premiams  for  post  office  drafts  and  checks  solB  by 
the  bank,  have  been  entered  in  the  profit  and  loss 
accoant  thereof.  It  therefore  conclusively  follows,  that 
diese  premiums  have  accrued  to  the  bank,  and  to  none 
other. 

2.  It  appears  that  a  draft  in  favor  of  EUsha  Riggs  is 
charged  in  the  cash  book  of  the  General  Post  Office, 
as  sold  to  the  Union  Bank,  the  words  Vnion  Bank 
being  apparently  written  on  an  erasure.  But  from  an 
examination  of  the  Books  of  the  Union  Bank,  the  com- 
niittee  ascertained,  that  the  General  Post  Office  had 
«re£t  for  this  draft  thereon,  and  therefore,  the  draft 
hiiving  been  aetttally  sold  to,  and  negotiated  by  the 
iUnioii  Balit  and  not  EUsha  Riggs,  they  do  not  per- 
eem  any  inpropfiecy  in  the  entty,  and  stiM  less  have 
ttey  been  abte  to  diseorer  any  improper  purpose  to  be 
effected  by  the  alterations  on  the  cash  book. 

8.  It  appeamto  have  been  the  praclioe  of  the  Aesiit- 
ant  Poetnaeter  GeneEal,  A.  Bradley,  jr.,  to  open  an 
account  with  certain  individuals,  partly  of  a  public  and 
partly  of  a  private  nature  ;  there  were  eaeee  in  which 
members  of  Congress  have,  by  means  of  the  agency  of 
Abraham  Bradley,  jr.,  transferred  Atnds  from  one  part  of 
the  United  States  to  another  part,  or  have  received 
money  for  some  of  their  constituents,  who  were  con- 
tractors for  carfying  the  m^  by  which  their  names 
became  entered  on  the  books ;  no  advantages  accrued 
to  any  person  by  the  transaction  other  than  that  of  the 
accommodation  in  transferring  an  inconsiderable  fund 
ftam  one  place  to  another.  It  may  be  observed  that 
the  post  office  offered  peculiar  facilities  in  this  par- 
ticQlar,  and  has  frequently  been  resorted  to  by  memr 
bcM  of  Coagresa  and  others  for  this  purpose,  but  their 
names  do  not  appear  in  an  open  account  on  the  books, 
oaicept  when  the  diafts  exchanged  did  not  exactly  bal- 
lance  at  the  time  of  exchange. 

The  only  account  of  this  nature  which  is  ascertained 
to  remain  open  on  the  books  was  made  in  December, 
1800,  where  there  is  a  bahmee  in  fiivor  of  tiie  Oeneml 
Post  Office  of  throe  hondred  and  twenty  dollars,  due 
firoa  General  H.  Lee,  of  Virginia. 

4«  It  appears  that  Phineas  Bradley,  a  dark  in  the 
General  Post  Office,  has  been  concerned  in  oaitying 
the  mail,  and  that  he  owned  somewhat  move  than  one 
eighteenth  of  a  line  of  stages  which  carried  the  mail 
£rom  Baltimore  to  Georgetown  and  Alexandria  for 
$2,800  a  year.  Whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  as  to  the  strict  propriety  of  the  mode  in 
which  a  compromise  was  effected  in  this  case  between 
rival  contractors,  it  is  but  proper  to  add,  that  Mr. 
Bradley  had  no  legal  agency  in  influencing  the  deei- 
don  upon  tiie  contract,  nor  could  he  have  had  any 
gfeer  agency  in  it,  unless  a  corrupt  disposition  is  pre- 
MB&ed  on  the  part  of  the  then  Postmaster  General, 
who  was  consulted  before  the  contract  took  effect  as 
to  the  propriety  of  his  being  concerned  in  it ;  but  there 
is  BO  civenmatance  in  the  case  toanUiorize  soeh  apre- 
avmption. 

6.  There  is  no  evidence  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  can  justify  the  imputaUons  in  this  chaige. 

6.  It  appears  that  bank  notes  to  a  small  amoant 
have  been  sold  by  Abraham  Bradley,  jr.,  and  P.  Brad- 
ley, previous  to  the  general  depreciation  of  bank  paper, 
for  which  they  received  a  premium.  The  evidence 
does  not  prove  that  they  made  use  of  public  money  for 
this  purpose ;  but  so  far  as  a  fact  of  this  kind  could  be 
l4thC0N.  IStSESS.      '■ 


ascertained  hom  circamstaooaa,  it  pioves  the  tnin^ar 
tion  to  have  been  a  private  one. 

?•  It  appears  that  a  Treasury  note  of  one  hmdrad 
dollars*  and  bank  notes  to  a  small  amount,  which  ware 
supposed  to  be  better  than  the  money  of  the  Disltktof 
Columbia,  have  been  returned  to  postmasteni;  this 
transaction,  so  far  as  it  regards  the  bank  notes  tvtamad, 
is  in  conformity  with  an  order  of  the  Postaiaater  Gea- 
axal  to  his  deputies.  The  only  reason  aUeged  for  i«- 
turning  the  Treasury  note  ii,  that  it  might  have  bean 
purchased  at  a  discount  by  the  postmaster  ^9bo  emit- 
ted it 

8.  The  commhlee  have  ascertained  that  dmfis  to 
the  amount  of  $121,348  40  ha^a  been  dii^paaed  <tf  to 
the  Union  Bank ;  and  to  the  amount  of  $4,000  to  the 
Washington  Bank,  and  to  the  amount  of  $15,348  36 
to  individuals  who  were  not  public  creditors  since  the 
1st  of  October,  1814,  the  commencement  of  the  general 
depreciation  of  bank  paper.  Those  drafts  appear  to 
have  been  exchanged  at  par,  and,  except  in  a  few  cases, 
for  the  paper  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  It  is  evi- 
dent, from  the  rato  of  exchange  during  this  period  be- 
tween the  District  of  Columbia  and  most  of  the  places 
upon  which  these  drafts  were  drawn,  that  the  purcha- 
sers must  have  derived  an  advantage  other  tiian  that 
of  a  mere  transfer  of  their  funds.  It  has  not  been  in 
the  power  of  the  committee  to  ascertain  the  value 
of  these  drafts  in  the  paper  of  the  District  of  Cdum- 
bia,  having  no  means  of  determining,  at  the  several 
dates,  the  respective  rates  of  exchange ;  nor  did  this 
appear  to  them  very  material,  as  the  amount  of  profit 
which  accrued  to  the  purchasers  could  hav«  but  little 
influence  upon  the  principle  which  must  determine 
the  propriety  of  the  measure.  With  respect  to  the  banks, 
it  is  stated  that  a  small  proportion  of  these  drafts  were 
sold  for  premiums,  some  having  been  exchanged  for 
specie,  and  others  used  for  die  payment  of  debts  due 
to  other  banks. 

It  cannot,  however,  be  of  any  importance  (if  the  drafts 
were  essentially  more  vahuble  than  the  District  of 
Columbia  paper)  whether  they  were  employed  in  the 
payment  of  iobta,  sold  for  specie,  or  for  bank  notas  of 
this  District  with  a  premium  for  the  difference  of  value ; 
the  principle  is  the  same  in  either  case,  and  whatever 
may  be  the  amount  of  advantage  to  the  individuals  or  the 
banks  in  this  transaction,  resulting  from  the  diffinence  of 
exchange,  the  same  will  be  the  amount  of  disadvantaga 
to  the  Government    It  does  not  however  appear  that 
any  change  has  taken  place  in  the  practice  of  the  Gen- 
eral Post  Office  Department,  in  this  respect,  for  a  series 
of  yean;  and  as  the  operation  complained  of  is  eri- 
dently  the  effect  of  an  exiiting  arrangement  under  a 
change  of  the  circumstances  of  the  circulating  medium , 
it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  the  practice  has  arisen 
out  of  a  design  to  promote  private  interests,  or  to  pre- 
judice the  interests  of  the  Government.    The  Cottodt- 
tee  are  howoTcr  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  advan- 
tage arising  from  the  difference  of  exchange  aa  to  all 
the  moneys  that  are  due  to  the  Treasury  ottght  to  ac- 
crue exclusively  to  the  Grovernment ;  but  as  the  Post- 
master General  has  expressed  a  willingness  to  pay 
over  these  balances  in  any  way  that  may  host  accom- 
modate the  Treasury  Department,  the  evil  admits  of  a 
very  simple  remedy. 

9.  The  facts  stated  in  this  charge  are  admitted  to  be 
correct,  and  the  letter  of  the  Postmaster  Genetal  con- 
tains a  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  reasons  for  alter- 
ing the  terms  of  the  contract  in  question ;  whether  too 
much  was  eventually  given  for  the  service,  oilder  the 
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changM  required  bj  the  Poetmaater  Oeneral,  is  a  sub- 
ject not  in  the  power  of  the  committee  to  decide ;  nor 
would  they  be  justified  in  presuming  any  misconduct 
in  a  transaction  that  appears  to  have  been  so  fairly 
conducted. 

The  committee  subjoin  to  this  report  the  substance 
of  all  the  testimony  which  appeared  to  them  in  an^ 
degree  material  to  the  inquiry,  also  sundiy  communi- 
cations made  in  writing,  and  beg  leare  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  tix  : 

Bewhed,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  iuTesti- 
gate  the  conduct  of  the  General  rost  Office  Depart- 
ment be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  relenned  to  them. 

[Accompanying  this  report  is  an  abstract  of 
the  eTidence  given  before  the  committeej  and 
some  written  statements  made  in  answer  to  its 
queries*  These  docaments,  beio(?  yoluminoas, 
are  omitted.] 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  duties  ob  imports. 

Mr.  Lyon,  aAer  some  remarks  to  show  the  op- 
pressiveness of  the  proposed  duty  on  salt  on  the 
people  of  his  part  of  the  country,  and  the  general 
impolicy  and  odiousness  of  a  heavy  tax  on  that 
article,  moved  to  strike  out  the  duty  of  twenty 
cents  per  bushel  on  salt. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  without  following  the  gentle- 
man in  the  discussion  of  the  general  question, 
hoped  the  House  would  not  now  reverse  its 
former  decision  on  this  subject,  and  reject  the 
dtitv. 

The  motion  was  then  negatived  by  a  large 
majority. 

Mr.  Ingham  moved,  for  reasons  which  he 
offered,  that  the  duty  of  six  cents  per  pound  on 
imported  gunpowder,  be  raised  to  eignt  cents; 
which  was  assented  to  by  Mr.  Lowndes,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Wabd,  of  Massachusetts,  after  remarking 
on  the  difficulty  of  discriminating  between  Lon- 
don Particular  and  market  wines,  and  the  ease  of 
evading  the  difference  of  duty,  moved  to  abolish 
the  discrimination,  and  make  the  duty  on  each 
ninety  cents  per  gallon. 

Mr.  Smith  gave  a  particular  statement  of  the 
different  wines  of  Madeira,  their  qualities,  dbc.  i 
declaring  his  belief  that  tne  duty  proposed  on 
wine  was  so  high  as  to  endanger  the  revenue 
therefrom,  and  showing,  by  various  illustrations, 
that  a  moderate  duty  was  more  productive  to  the 
Government,  by  preventing  smuggling. 

Mr.  MtLNOR  argued  in  favor  of  the  discrimi- 
nating duty,  and  adduced  some  facts  in  support 
thereof. 

Mr. 'Ward  replied,  that  his  objection  was  not 
to  the  expediency  of  discriminating,  but  its  im- 
practicability, dbc;  after  which 

Mr.  Smith  observed,  in  addition,  that  the  high 
duties  might  operate  as  an  eocouragement  to  the 
brewing  of  wine  at  home,  because  thirtv  gallons 
of  good  cider,  thirty'  of  sherry,  ten  of  Malaga)  and 
ten  of  good  Madeira,  woold  make  wine  which 
would  pass  anywhere  for  Madeira;  and,  as  we 


were  greatly  encooruring  some  manufactures,  he 
said,  ironically,  gentlemen  might  think  that  it 
would  be  proper  to  encourage  this. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to — ayes  65. 

Mr.  Robertson,  after  ol»erviog  that  claret 
was  not  a  luxury  alone  in  some  parts  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but,  from  the  nature  of  the  climate,  an  abso- 
lute necessary  to  the  health  of  the  people  in  that 
section  of  the  Union  which  be  represented,  moved 
to  strike  out  the  duty  on  certain  kinds  of  wine 
named,  in  the  bill,  with  the  view  of  establbhing 
a  lower  duty. 

Mr.  Smith,  in  the  course  of  some  remarks, 
said  he  wished  to  retain  the  highest  duty  on 
Spanish  and  Portuguese  wines,  for  political  rea- 
sons; in  those  countries,  our  flour  being  subjeeted 
to  a  duty  of  two  dollars  per  barrel,  aDdhe  wished 
to  induce  our  cilizeos  to  go  elsewhere  in  seaieh 
of  foreign  wines,  dbe. 

Mr.  HARDIN  spoke  against  the  motion,  and  in 
favor  of  high  duties  on  luxuries,  such  as  he  con- 
sidered claret  wine,  particularly  at  a  time  when 
we  were  taxing  the  indispensable  articles  of  life; 
and  remarked,  incidentally,  that  if  the  Louisian- 
ians  could  not  obtain  wine,  thejr  could  obtain  an 
abundant  supply  of  whiskey  from  Kentucky  in 
lieu  of  it. 

Mr.  Robertson  repeated  that  claret,  in  the 
part  of  the  country  referred  to,  was  not  only 
necessary  to  the  health,  but  to  the  morals,  of  the 
people.  They  were  a  sobe^  people,  he  said,  and 
It  was  to  save  them  from  the  whiskey  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  that  he  wished  to 
reduce  the  dutj  on  claret.  The  liquid  fire  of 
alcohol  would,  in  so  warm  a  climate^  be  poison 
to  them,  aod  its  use  be  more  pernicioos  than 
arsenic. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  motion, 
because  of  the  cheapness  of  the  article  at  the 
places  whence  it  was  imported ;  but  he  was  sorry 
bis  friend  from  Louisiana  had  declared  war 
against  the  whiskey  of  the  West;  and  regretted, 
if  such  was  the  fact,  that  the  taste  of  the  people 
of  Louisiana  was  so  bad  as  to  prefer  bad  claret 
to  good  whiskey. 

!ar.  Smith  then — Mr.  Robertson  having  with- 
drawn his  motion  for  that  purpose — moved  to 
reduce  the  duty  on  claret  wine  in  casks,  from 
twenty-five  to  fifteen  cents  per  gallon;  which 
was  negatived — ayes  44. 

Mr.  BuRNSiDE  moved  to  increase  the  duty  on 
imported  iron  in  bars,  d^c,  from  seventy-five  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  cents  per  hundred 
weight,  which  he  advocated  by  a  speech  of  some 
length. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Halr, 
PicxERiNO,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  LowHDC8,QROg- 
vBNOR,  Hardin,  Cothbbrt,  and  Irving,  and  ad- 
vocated by  Messrs.  Reynolds  and  Condict  ;  the 
last  named  gentleman  concluding  by  moving  to 
raise  the  duty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  cents  per 
hundred  weight. 

After  a  very  extended  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion, in  which  it  was  argued  on  one  side  that  our 
iron  factories  required  additional  encouragement 
and  protection;  and,  on  the  other,  that  it  was 
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already  a  profiiable  parsait^  by  which  large  for- 
tunes were  made ;  that  if  it  coald  Dot  now  do 
without  so  high  a  protection,  it  would  always 
require  it;  that  the  duty  in  the  bill  was  three 
times  the  former  duty,  under  which  iron  factories 
were  established  to  great  advantage — 

The  amendment  was  rejecied—five  or  six  only 
rising  in  favor  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Strong  then  moved  to  reduce  the  duty  on 
imported  iron,  from  seventy-five  to  fifty  cents  per 
hundred  weight. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Ross,  who 
wished  that  the  ambassadors  from  the  cotton 
factories  had  at  once  made  a  treaty  with  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  which  the 
House  might  have  swallowed,  and  have  lefV  the 
other  manufactories  to  themselves,  and  not  be 
burdening  the  people  in  every  possible  way,  under 
the  plea  of  protection.  The  motion  was  advo- 
cated also  by  Mr.  Webbteb,  chiefly  on  the 
ground  of  the  creat  navigation  the  iron  importa- 
tions employed  to  the  Baltic. 

It  being  suggested  that  this  motion  had  been 
already  decided  a  few  days  ago,  Mr.  Strong 
varied  it,  by  moving  to  reduce  the  duty  to  thirty- 
seven  and  a  half  cents  per  hundred  weight,  which 
was  negatived— ayes  45. 

Mr.  WBB8TBR  then  moved  to  reduce  the  duty 
to  forty-five  cents  per  hundred  weisht. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Bobnbidb, 
and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Webster  and  Hale, 
and  carried^yes  62,  noes  43. 

Mr.  Bbtts  moved  to  strike  out  the  duty  of  five 
cents  per  bushel  on  coal,  with  the  view  of  insert- 
inff  the  article  in  the  second  section,  among  those 
which  are  to  be  admitted  free  of  duty ;  in  support 
^  which  a  memorial  from  the  Common  Council 
of  New  York  was  read. 

The  motion  was  opposed  with  much  earnest- 
ness by  Mr.  Plbabants,  who  adduced  variotis 
arguments  in  support  of  the  doty,  and  of  eneoor- 
agug  the  hmne  production  of  the  article. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Plbabantb  then  moved  to  add  one  cent 
more  to  the  duty  on  the  imported  coal,  and  make 
it  six  instead  of  five  cents  per  bushel. 

This  motion  was  opposed  bv  Mr.  Irving,  at 
some  length,  as  one  which  would  fall  with  pecu- 
liar and  unequal  severity  on  the  poorer  classes  of 
citizens  in  the  Atlantic  towns ;  as  a  partial  and 
unjust  tax.  dte.;  and  he  argued  against  the  im- 
policy of  legislating  in  this  sectional  and  special 
manner. 

Mr.  Clat  also  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject, saying  that  he  supposed  it  was  a  substitute 
for  a  motion  which  Mr.  Plbasantb  had  previ- 
ously made  and  withdrawn,  (to  make  the  im- 
ported bushel  an  even  and  not  a  heaped  one,^  and 
as  he  could  not  shave  the  bushel  down  to  a  level, 
he  wished  to  put  a  cent  on  the  top  of  it.  Mr.  C. 
asked  his  friend  from  Virginia,  coming  as  he  did 
from  the  South,  used  to  cheerful  coal  fires,  to 
recollect  the  shivering  condition  of  those  of  the 
North,  dbc,  who  had  to  import  their  coal. 
•  Mr.  Plsasantb  said  he  did  not  expect,  by  his 
motion,  to  excite  so  much  seriousness  on  the  one 


hand,  or  so  much  pleasaatry  on  the  other,  and 
then  proceeded  to  defend  the  propriety  of  his 
motion,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Irving;  after  which,  the 
amendment  was  negatived^yes  46,  noes  fi3. 

Mr.  CoNDioT  then  moved  to  reduce  the  duty 
to  three  cents  per  bushel ;  which  was  negatived 
by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Ibving  moved  the  fc  ilowing  clausato  the 
first  section : 

**  That  in  sll  cases  where  an  ad  takrem  dnty  shall 
be  charged^  it  shall  be  calealated  on  the  net  eost  of 
the  article^  (ezelosive  of  packages,  commissions,  and 
all  charges,)  and  on  the  usual  additton*  established  by 
law,  of  twenty  per  cent,  on  all  merohandise  imported 
from  placee  beyond  the  Ca^  of  Good  Hope,  and  of 
tea  per  oenC  on  articles  imported  from  all  other 
places." 

This  amendment,  after  a  short  discussion,  was 
adopted,  without  a  division. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  the  second 
section  of  the  bill,  which  enumerates  the  articles 
to  be  admitted  free  of  duty. 

Mr.  FoBBTTH  moved  to  strike  out  ^  burr  stones 
onwrought,"  with  the  view  of  subjecting  them 
to  a  duty,  on  the  ground  that  Georgia  could  sup- 
ply all  the  wants  of  the  country  in  this  article  of 
the  best  quality,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  encour- 
aged, d^c. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Qrob- 
VENOR  and  Milnoe,  and  supported  by  Messrs. 
Forbttb  and  Wilde,  and  negatived. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 


Tborbdat,  March  28. 

Mr.  Chipm AN,  from  the  select  committee  ap» 
pointed  on  the  27th  December  last,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Peaslee,  Nathan  B.  Has- 
well,  and  Russell  Jones ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Hallowell. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  "An  act  in  additioa 
tO'*the  act  to  r^pilate  the  late  Post  Office  Estab- 
lishment," with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  were  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  supple- 
mental report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  appli- 
cations to  be  placed  on  the  list  of  invalid  pension- 
ers; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  Hardin  moved  a  resolution  fixing  the  fu- 
ture hour  of  meetinff  during  the  session,  at  ten 
instead  of  eleven  o'clock. 

The  resolution  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Holbert, 
and  supported  by  Mr.  Hardin,  and  adopted  by  a 
considerable  majority. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  Itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  re- 
gulation of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage. 

Mr.  MiDDLBTON  moved  so  to  amend  the  sec- 
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ODd  aeetioo  as  to  tdniit  mi^  elMrta,  aod  draw- 
ings, free  of  dotf ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to* 

Oa  suggestion  of  Mr.  StBaaMB,  and  assented 
to  b^  Mr.  LownnBB,  chemteal  apparatus  was  ako 
inelnded  in  the  Aree  articles,  wiien  imported  for 
xncorpotated  societies. 

Mr.  Reed,  after  some  iotrodoctory  obserTations, 
moved  to  strike  ont  *'  olire  oil  in  casks"  from  the 
free  articles,  for  the  purpose  of  subjecting  it  to 
dnty.  It  was  bis  opinion  that  spermaceti  oil  was 
a*food. substitute,  and  that  its  manuAieture  ought 
la  be  en^a  raged. 

Af^felr  some  opposition  IVom  Messrs.  Bfaoiia 
and  Ht7uikRT^»e  liiofion  was  kst. 

CoitfiderAMe  converiiktion  then  toe%  place  On 
lite  shbjeet  of  a  proposed  dtfty  oa  the  tmpottafidn 
of  foreign  unmanufactured  wool ;  but  no  decbidn 
t(N>k  place  on  the  subject,  the  motion  respecting 
it  being  waived  for  the  present. 

Mr.  WiLBB  moved  some  amendments  in  the 
phraseology  of  the  second  section,  which  were 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATnaaTON,  gold  and  silver 
coin  were  added  to  bullion  in  the  list  of  free 
articles, 

On  taking  up  the  3d  section,  which  imposes 
12^  per  cent,  on  all  articles  imported  after  the  30th 
June  next,  in  ships  or  vessels  not  of  the  United 
States, 

Mr.  Smitb  moved  (hat  10  per  dent,  be  substi- 
tuted for  12^.  That  rate,  he  said,  had  been  the 
nniform  dnty  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Qpveroment  to  this  time  ^  and  he  further  wished 
to  impose  as  moderate  a  duty  as  we  could,  be- 
cause of  the  number  of  our  citizens  residing  in 
the  Hanse  Towni,  du;.,  and  carrying  on  an  ex- 
tensive trade  with  us. 

Mr.  Pitkin  supported  the  motion,  also,  in  a  few 
remarks  $  and  the  amend aient  Was  then  agreed 
to,  without  objection. 

Mr.  4SMitH  moved  to  reduce  the  amount  to  be 
deducted  from  the  duties  on  articles  exported, 
with  the  benefit  <^  drawback,  from  6  per  cent.,  as 
proposed  by  the  bill,  to  2}  per  cent. 

Oa  this  motion  a  short  discission  ensued,  after 
which,  the  amendment  was  adopted  liy  a  large 
mijority. 

JMlr.  BniTfl  moved  further  to  amend  this  sec* 
lion,  by  fedueing  the  proposed  deduction  on  spir- 
its exported  tvith  the  benefit  of  drawback. 

l*be  motfbn  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  LfOWNUES 
and  PtcicERiRG,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  LowMDBs  moved  the  fullowiog  proviso  to 
the  enumeration  of  the  articles  entitled  to  draw- 
back: 

^^ProMtd,  however,  That  piece  goods  hnpoited  in 
ships  or  vessels  of  the  Unitod  States  fiOm  India,  which 
shell  have  sailed  before  the  passing  of  this  set,  and 
shall  arrive  between  the  30th  of  June  1816»and  the 
80th  of  June  1817,  may  bo  re-exported  with  ^e  ben&> 
fit  of  drawback,  and  without  any  deduction  from  the 
amount  of  daties  seemed  or  paid,  at  any  time  within 
twelve  months  from  the  time  of  importation." 

The  proviso  was  offered  without  the  periods 
stated  above,  but  the  blanks  were  filled  up,  and 
the  amendment  finally  adopted  in  the  form  stated. 


Mr.  laViivo  moved  the  foHowing  as  an  addi- 
tional section  to  the  bf ii : 


**  That  after  the  S9th  of  June  next,  in  all  cases  of  enCxy 
of  merchandise  for  the  benefit  of  drawback,  the  time  of 
twenty  days  shall  be  allowed  firom  the  date  of  the  en- 
try, for  givmg  the  exportation  bonds  lor  the  same: 
Protfided,  That  the  exporter  shall,  in  evefy  other  pai^ 
ttcular,  comply  with  the  regulations  and  formautiee 
heretofore  established  for  entries  of  expoftation  for  the 
benefit  of  ^ravrbaek." 

The  amendment  was  adopted  Without  opposi- 
tion as  the  5th  section  of  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BnwABDa,  a  clause  was  add- 
ed to  the  bill  empowering  the  President  to  por- 
chase  as  well  as  erect  houses  for  the  use  of  the 

customs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Atbbrton  a  section  was 
added  to  make  more  positive  and  unequivocal  ibe 
repeal  of  former  acts  respecting  discriminatiag 
duties,  interfering  with  the  provisions  of  this  biil. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  proposed  to  take  from  the  Presi- 
dent the  application  of  the  fund  called  ''ware- 
house money,''  and  vest  it  in  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  of  Congress. 

This  motion  was  negatived  by  a  large  majerky* 

Mr.  Caoy  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
section  providing  a  fund  from  drawbaeka,  dbe.,  for 
the  erection  of  custom-houses. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Imqham  moved  a  long  amendment,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  reduce  the  number  of  grades 
of  ad  valorem  duty,  and  transfer  the  articles  fall- 
ing under  the  rate  of  twenty  per  cent,  to  ot^er 
classes — which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Inoham  the  doty  oa  unman- 
ufkctored  wool  was  fixed  at  7^  cents  ad  valoiom— 
ayes  63. 

Mr*  RoBBRTSoit.  after  some  explanatory  obser- 
vations, in  which  be  adverted  to  the  decision  of 
the  committee  on  this  subject  a  day  or  two  ago 
moved  to  strike  out  the  exception  in  favor  of 
books  imported  for  the  use  of  incorporated  socie- 
ties, dtc.,  so  as  to  make  the  importation  of  books 
Entirely  free;  a  duty  on  which,  he  argtied,  was 
unnecessary  for  the  purpose  of  encoatagement  to 
the  American  publisher,  dbc.,  and  would  create 
only  a  greater  competition  amongst  the  print«s 
here. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  inoaraic 
and  Ltom,  the  latter  of  Whom  maintained  that 
the  encouragement  was  necessary  for  the  business 
here;  that  very  few  hooks  were  published  in  the 
United  States  in  the  foreign  laognages;  that  our 
priotiag  was  greatlv  inferior  to  that  of  England ; 
that  until  very  lately  we  had  not  republished  any 
of  the  standard  works,  )&c.,and  that  a  doty  on 
foreign  imported  books  was  necessary  to  improve 
the  business  of  book-making  in  this  country. 

The  motion  was  then  negatived. 

Mr.  GoLoeBOROtiGH  moved  a  new  section^  to 
limit  the  operation  of  the  act  to  the  term  of  four 
years. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Smith 
and  HuLBBRT,  on  the  ground  of  the  iojurions 
effect  on   commerce  as  well  as  manufactures 
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which  the  coDstsot  tpprebensioo  of  change  would 
pro4uceL  aod  U  was  adrocated  by  the  mover,  who 
said  If  the  act  passed  without  limitatioa  it  would 
be  stiU  liable  to  repeal  at  my  tiii^e  by  a  majority 
of  CoDgress,  and  present  protection  he  had  under- 
stood was  all  that  the  manufacturers  wanted,  dpc. 
After  which  the  amendment  was  rejected,  by  a 
laj^e  maiority. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bjU  and  amendm^ents,  which  w€^e  ordisred  to  lie 
0)1  the  table  and  be  printed* 

DIRBOTTAX. 

Tbe  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  laying 
a  direct  tax. 

Mr.  QoLDBBORODQB  mored  that  the  assessors 
shoald  be  compelled  to  attend  two  AiH  days  in 
each  eeoBty  in  their  several  distriefs,  instead  of 
one  dtLj  J  which  motion  was  negatived  without 
a  divWion. 

Mr.  Nbuion,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  proviso  which  makes  the  seller  of  a  slave, 
aAer  the  purchaser  has  entered  saeh  slave  as  his 
property,  responsible  for  the  tax  as  well  as  the 
purchaser;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

After  some  ineffectual  attempts  to  amend  the 
bill,  Mr.  MoLban,  of  Kentucky,  offered  an  amend- 
ment, the  object  of  which  was  to  compel  the  asses- 
sors to  attend  at  each  court-house  in  their  re- 
spective districts,  as  well  when  the  counties  ex- 
ceed six,  as  when  they  do  not ;  which  was  agreed 
to  without  objection. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
as  amended.  The  HoBse  conoorred  in  the  amend- 
ments, and  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to 
b^  engrtts^d  for  a  third  reading. 

¥he  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  obtained 
leave  to  sit  to-morrow  dnring  the  sesaioa  of  the 
lioose;  and  then  the  House  adjoarnad. 


Fbioat,  March  29. 

Mr.  Milnob  presented  the  petition  of  the  man- 
lymem  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hpspital,  praying  that 
the  property  of  said  hospital  nmy  be  exempted 
fr.Qm  the  payment  of  the  direct  ta;c  \  which  was 
r^rred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

!(|r,  XABCET,  from  the  Commit^e  of  Claims, 
Deported,  with  ameadm,ej^s,  t|ie  ain?n4i^enis  of 
the  Senate  t^  the  bill  aiithorizing  payn^en^  for 
propertv  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  en- 
ei^y,  wnile  in  the  public  service;  which  ir«i:e  ozi* 
4em  to  lie  01^  the  table, 

The  Hou^e  went  into  Connmittee  of  the  WhoU 
OB  the  hill  supplementary  to  the  i^ct  for  defining 
the  duties  of  the  judges  of  the  Teiriiorv  of  Uli- 
nois.  The  bill  received  a  verbal  amendment  in 
cownittee,  was  reported  to  the  Hous^  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
to  leas6  out  the  United  States  saline  on  the  Wa- 
bash river ;  which  was  reported  to  the  House 
vf  ith  some  unimportant  amendments,  and  the  hiU, 
aa  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engroised  for  a 
third  reading. 


The  House  went  into  ConMuitteeof  the  Whol^ 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  and  John^ 
Tyler,  of  New  Hampshire.  The  Committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  was  refused  leave  to  sit  again; 
and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  remaining  orders  of  the  day  weta  tMss- 
pended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nblbon  of  Yirgiaia ; 
and  Mr.  N.  thca  sobmitled  the  following  resoUi- 
tion: 

Ruokedt  That  a  eoouaittee  be  appointed  to  inq|iire 
into  the  offidsl  eondncte^  Matthias  B.  Talhnsdge, 
oae  of  the  Disliiet  Judtes  of  the  0tate  of  New  Yoifc, 
and  to  Bspoit  their  opinisii  whether  the  said  MattUaa 
B.  TaHmedgn  heaso  ectad  in  his  judicial  eapaoity  as 
to  Bsvuie  the  iBtfSiposition  of  the  OonstitatieBsi 
power  of  this  Bfowws  and  (hat  the  said  eonuaitteahe 
authorised  to  send  A^r  PWPQIV^  papei%  and  veeord* 

The  iBsoluUoa  was  adopted  without  obj^ctioo, 
and  aeonmitteeof  s^vea  appointed  aceordingly. — 
Messrs.  Nbi^bon  of  Virginia^  GaoevBBOB,  Mrva^ 
QoLBBBOBoaGHi  Yajboey,  Wii^xik,  and  Law, 
were  appoiated  the  said  committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bdward  HalloweU; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm ;  the  bUl 
for  the  relief  of  JSdwazd  Keeier  and  John  Francis ; 
the  hill  foe  the  relief  of  Moses  Lewis ;  the  bill  to 
remit  certain  duties  on  books  Imported  for  Har* 
vard  College ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert 
Kidd ;  and  the  bill  allowing  100,000  doUara  to  the 
captors  of  certain  AJgerine  vessels,  severally 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  aad 
(with  the  exception  of  the  las^  Jammed,  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  for  the  present  on  the  table,)  were 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  ref  d  a  third  time. 

MIMIBBIPPI  TERBITORr. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  ptitrcha^erfi  Qf 
public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territorr,  aw  pars- 
ed through  a  Committee  ol  th^  Whole,  an.if  nfi 
reported  to  the  House-with  an  immaterial  am^;^' 
ment,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hall  then  moved  the  follQwing  as  a. new. 
section  to  the  bill :  *'*  That,  froin  ^^^  aArr  ibis 

*  day,  the  suin  o/  moi^ey  dqe  the  State  o/  Qep^ 
<  gia^  under  the  articles  of  agreeinent  ac^  cesfioA| 

*  shaUl  bear  an  interest  of  sij;  per  cent,  pf  r  ^nnq c(^' 

*  until  paid.^ 

This  ofiotion  wa?  oly^cted  to  hj  Mr.  9:0Btt^. 
son,  who  conld  see  no  msojpi  or  Justice  i|\  tM. 
ainendment ;  and  supported  h^  Mr.  HAl^f*,  ^ijo^ 
said  if  the  United  States,  chpse  tograj^tj^a^BitfUlf^ 
indulgence  to  their  debtprs,  it  wa?  no  r(^n  whg 
thev  should  delay  the  payment  of  thfsir  i^!^, 
without  giving  interest,  «c. 

The  amendment  was  r^ectied  by  a  laige  qii^- 
joriiy. 

Mr.  FoBSYTB  then  ofiered  an  amendm^t  (^ 
the  bill,  in  the  following  words:  *'That  tjie  iQ? 
'  terest  due,  and  which  shall  become  due,  from 

*  the  persons  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  aciy 
'  shall  be  paid  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  addition 
'  to  the  sum  due  by  the  articles  of  cession  and 
'  agreement  for  the  purchase  of  the  Missisi^pi 

*  Territory." 

This  motion  was  sbpported  bv  the  moveri  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Ropbbtbob,  ana  negatived;  an4 


1291 


HISTORY  OF  OONaRBSS. 


1292 


H.opR. 


PrevioUB  Question — Salary  rfDittriet  Judge. 


March,  1816 . 


then  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engroned  for  a 
third  reading. 

REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 

The  bill  remitting  the  duties  to  Harvard  Col- 
lege was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  amended  in 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  by  including  in  the 
bill  the  remission  of  duties  oo  the  carriage  of 
GoTcrnor  Gore,  of  Upper  Canada,  who  landed  at 
New  York  in  1815,  and  passed  through  part  of 
the  United  States  to  his  Government. 

It  was  inquired  by  Mr.  Forsttb.  who  conceived 
the  remissioo  of  the  duty  ao  act  or  courtesy  only, 
what  th€  practice  of  the  British  Government  was 
in  such  cases :  that  if  the  courtesy  was  not  usual 
with  that  Gtovernment,  he  should  be  unwilling 
to  extend  it  in  the  present  instance. 

It  was  replied  by  Mr.  Clat  that,  though  his 
motion  was  founded  in  strict  justice,  it  not  being 
within  the  contemplation  of  the  law  to  exact 
duties  on  a  carriage  which  was  not  to  be  used  in 
the  country,  the  courtesy  was  usual  in  England, 
and  on  the  continent  of  fiSurope. 

Mr.  HoPKiNSON  stated  a  tact,  also,  in  which 
the  duties  accruing  in  Great  Britain  on  certain 
paintings  intended  for  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital 
were  remitted,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  for 
the  ceneral  encouragement  of  the  arts,  and  for  a 
pubuc  institution 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to  in  committee, 
and  concurred  in  unanimously  by  the  House. 

THE  PREVIOUS  QUESTION. 

The  Spcaxer  proceeded  to  announce,  sev- 
erally, the  orders  ol  the  day.  On  calling  the  re- 
port of  the^  Committee  on  the  Standing  Rules 
and  Orders'  of  the  House,  which  was  under  dis- 
cussion some  weeks  ago, 

Mr.  Stanford  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said 
order. 

Mr.  Basbett  moved  that  the  order  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Mr.  Stanford  said,  so  far  as  it  was  the  object 
of  the  House  to  get  clear  of  the  discussion  ofthe 
previous  (question,  it  might  be  well  enough  to 
postpone  indefinitely ;  but  the  motion  itself  he 
considered  as  opening  the  whole  discussion.  He 
considered  the  rule  unconstitutional,  and  oppres- 
sive upon  a  minority  of  this  House ;  that  it  alwavs 
called  up  the  worst  feelings  in  the  House,  and  be 
thought  the  present  a  propitious  time  to  get  clear 
of  it.  But,  he  was  as  anxious  as  any  otuer  gen- 
tleman to  bring  the  session  to  a  close,  and  would 
therefore  content  himself  with  asking  the  ayes 
and  noes  upon  the  question ;  which  were  ordered. 
/  Mr.  Jackson  expressed  his  wish  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  (Mr.  Basbett)  would  with- 
draw his  motion. 

Mr.  TacKEE  united  in  that  request ;  not  from 
an  indisposition  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  rule  relating  to  the  previous  question, 
which  it  was  the  object  of  the  mover  of  the  order 
of  the  day  to  bring  under  consideration..  He  had 
always  believed  the  rule  an  essential  rule,  how- 
ever cautious  the  House  should  be  in  the  exercise 
of  it.    But  he  was  averse  to  this  mode  of  acting 


on  the  question,  preferring  to  meet  it  directly, 
and  if  the  motion  tor  postponement  was  persisted 
in  he  should  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Basbett  replied  that  he  could  not  with- 
draw the  motion.  Gentlemen  must  perceive  that 
it  was  now  too  late  to  take  up  the  subject  and  go 
into  a  long  debate — that  subjects  of  a  more  press- 
ing nature  called  for  the  attention  of  the  House 
in  order  to  bring  the  session  to  a  close ;  and  if  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  f  Mr.  Stanford) 
wished  to  go  into  a  discussion,  he  had  it  in  his 
power,  by  a  resolution  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Stanfobd  said  that  the  gentleman,  (Mr. 
B.,)  and  the  House,  knew  there  were  other  previ- 
ous questions  besides  the  main  one.  If  he  made 
the  motion  the  gentleman  spoke  of^  then  followed 
the  question  of  consideration,  and  the  House  had 
it  in  their  power  to  evade  the  discussion  at  wilL 
The  other  gentleman,  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Tuck- 
er,) declares  that  he  thinks  the  rule  a  necessary 
and  proper  one,  and  ought,  at  times,  to  be  resorted 
to.  If,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  rule  be  a  proper  one— saj 
a  Constitutional  one — then  it  was  fair  to  use  it 
upon  one  subject,  as  well  as  another,  upon  all  sub- 
jects before  the  House }  then  we  might  be  made  a 
dumb  Legislature  complete ;  or  we  might  be  car- 
ried through  a  whole  session  in  that  way.  He 
would  forbear,  however,  as  the  ayes  and  noea 
were  called,  and  it  would  be  seen  who  were  for, 
and  who  against  the  tyranny  of  this  rule. 

On  taking  the  yeas  and  nays,  it  was  discovered 
that  a  quorum  had  not  voted — the  ayes  being  56, 
the  noes  34. 

Mr.  Stanford  and  Mr.  Babbett  then  success- 
ively withdrew  their  motions. 

8ALABY  OP  NEW  YORK  DISTRICT  JUDGE. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  tlie  Whole  on  the  bill  to  allow  addi- 
tional conipensatioB  to  the  District  Judjre  of  the 
Southern  Uistrict  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for 
performing  the  judicial  duties  in  both  districts  in 
the  State. 

This  bill  gave  rise  to  some  discussion^  not  on 
the  propriety  of  allowing  the  compensation  pro- 
posed, but  on  the  expediency  of  adopting  some 
course  by  which  the  Judge  of  the  Northern  dis- 
trict (Judge  Tallmadge)  should  be  compelled 
either  to  perform  his  official  duties,  or  to  resign  ^ 
and  not  oe  permitted  to  hold  a  sinecnre  office. 

Mr.  CukY  thought  it  would  be  better  to  meet 
the  question  fBirly  at  once,  by  inquiring  into  the 
conduct  of  the  offending  Judge,  than  to  get  round 
it  by  allowing  extra  compensation  to  the  Judge 
who  performs  the  duty  of  both. 

Mr.  Nelson  said  that  the  inquiry  had  not  de- 
volved on  the  Judiciary  Committee,  nor  had  they 
conceived  it  their  duty  to  enter  into  an  examina- 
tion of  the  conduct  ofthe  Judge  of  the  Northern 
district;  but  they  had  incidentally  become  ac- 
quainted with  his  improper  conduct ;  and  Mr.  N. 
said  he  believed  he  ou^bt  to  be  turned  oot  of 
office.  That  consideration,  however,  ought  not 
to  throw  any  impediment  in  the  way  of  this  bill,^ 
because  a  former  law  had  enjoined  on  the  Southern 
Judge  (Van  Ness)  to  perform  those  extra  duties. 
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if  necessary,  tod  he  ought  to  be  compensated 
tlierefor. 

Mr.  Stanford  had  some  doubt  as  to  the  eon* 
stitutionality  of  roting  a  temporary  increase  of 
salary  to  a  Judge.  He  doubted  whether,  if  the 
compensation  was  allowed,  it  could  with  pro* 
priety  afterwards  be  reduced ;  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  entering  into  tbe  inquiry  of  a  general  in- 
crease of  salary  to  the  Judges,  he  moved  that  the 
Committee  rise. 

Mr.  Bettb  remarked  that  Judge  Tallmadge 
was  incapacitated  by  bodily  infirmity  from  per- 
forming nis  official  duties,  and  that  he  had  pot 
received  the  salary  ibr  some  time,  ^. ;  to  which 
it  was  replied  b^  Mr.  Grostbnor  and  others  that 
that  fact  was  immaterial,  as  the  Judge  had  a 
claim  to  tbe  salary  and  could  at  any  time  demand 
and  receive  it. 

The  necessity  of  an  inquiry  into  the  neglect  of 
Judge  Tallmadge,  was  also  urged  by  Mr..  Oaos- 
VBiiOR  and  Mr.  Hopkinsor. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  aves  53,  noes  51, 
olrtained  leave  to  sit  again,  and  the  bill  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

INDIANA  AND  MI88I88IPPI. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  people 
df  Indiana  Territory  to  form  a  Constitution  and 
State  government  and  be  admitted  in  the  Union 
on  the  footing  of  the  original  States. 

The  bill  received  a  variety  of  amendments  in 
its  details,  and  having  been  gone  through, 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  take  up  the  bill  to 
enable  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to 
form  a  Constitution  and  State  government,  and 
be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States. 

AAer  adopting  various  amendments  and  reject- 
ing others,  the  discussion  of  which  consumed 
considerable  time,  the  bill  was  got  through. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  two  bills 
with  their  amendments  to  the  House. 

The  amendments  reported  to  the  first  were 
successively  agreed  to,  and  the  bill^  as  amended, 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  reported  to  the  Mississippi 
bill  were  also  agreed  to,  with  the  exception  of 
one  adopted  by  the  Committee,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  JoHMBON,  reserving  to  the  Congress  the 
power  of  hereafter  altering  the  boundary  of  tbe 
new.  State.  This  amendment  was  widely  dis* 
oossed,  and  finally  disagreed  to  i  after  which,  tbe 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  as  amended,  for 
a  third  reading ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  March  30. 

Mr.  LowNDEB,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1816;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
upon  the  subject  of  revenue. 

Mr.L.  also  reported  a  bill  continuing  tbe  sala- 


ries of  certain  officers  of  Government ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  L.  also  reported  a  bill  to  fix  tbe  commis- 
sions of  tbe  collectors  of  the  direct  tax  and  in- 
ternal duties,  and  to  revive  and  continue  in  force 
*'an  act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage;"  which  was  read 
twice  and  also  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Ingham,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  establish 
post  roads;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  an  omission  has  taken  place  in  en- 
grossing the  amendments  made  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  **  in  addition  to  an  act  to  regulate  the 
Post  Office  Establishment,"  and  to  request  the 
House  to  return  the  said  bill  and  amendments  to 
the  Senate,  with  a  view  that  the  said  omission 
may  be  supplied. 

Ordered,  Th^i  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  discharged  from  a  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  and  amendments  aforesaid, 
and  that  the  Clerk  carry  the  same  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding, by  law,  for  making  an  artificial  road  from 
Washington,  in  Pennsylvania,  through  Charlea- 
town,  on  the  Ohio  river,  to  the  Sandusky  river, 
at  or  near  Fort  Stephenson.  Messrs.  JackboNi 
Robs,  Lewib^  Lyle,  and  Pickbrino,  were  ap- 
pointed the  said  committee. 

Mr.  HoPKiNSON,  after  some  introductory  ob- 
servations, in  which  he  animadverted  on  the  in- 
convenience and  expense  of  the  present  mode  of 
doing  business,  by  wnich  all  bills,  &c.,  which  are 
not  finally  consummated  at  one  session,  are  com- 
menced at  a  following  session  die  novo;  also  the 
additional  expense  to  the  parties  who  are  brought 
here  session  after  session  on  the  same  business, 
the  repeated  trouble  to  the  House,  dn:.,  &C.,  for 
the  purpose  of  remedvinjg;  these  evils,  he  submit- 
ted the  following  resolution : 

Reaohedf  That  the  Committee  upon  the  Rulee  and 
Regulations  of  the  House  be  instructed  to  inquire 
mto  the  expediency  of  making,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Senate,  the  following  alterations  in  the  mode  of 
transacting  the  public  business  of  Congress,  to  wit : 
That  the  standing  committees  appointed  at  the  com* 
mencement  of  any  Congress  ■haU  not  be  dissolved  at 
the  end  of  the  session  at  which  they  were  appointed ; 
that,  on  the  adjoumment  of  Congress,  the  unfinished 
business,  to  wit,  bills,  resolations,  and  reports  of  com- 
mittees shall  remain  over  to  the  next  session  of  tiie 
same  Congress,  in  the  same  situation  as  tiiey  were  at 
the  time  of  adjournment 

The  resolution  for  the  present  was,  with  the 
consent  of  the  mover,  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lownoes,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appro- 
priation for  preserving  Little  Gull  Island,  in  Long 
Island  Sound,  near  mw  London,  from  the  en- 
croachments of  the  sea. 
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T'he  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  toaatborize  the  Le* 
gislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  sell  certain  part 
of  a  tract  of  land  reserved  for  the  use  of  that 
State"  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  establishing  a  port 
of  deliyery  at  the  town  of  Bay^ou  St.  John"  was 
read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures, 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  *Mo  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  alter  the  road 
cut  from  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  river  Mia- 
mi, of  Lake  Erie,  to  the  western  line  of  the  Con- 
necticut reserve,"  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Qovernment  and  maintaining  the  public  credit 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States, 
and  providing  for  assessing  and  collecting  the 
same; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  purchasers  of 
public  lands  In  the  Mississippi  Territory ; 

An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  lease  the  saline  near  the  Wabash  river, 
for  a  term  not  exceeding  seven  years;' 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Hallowell ; 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  *^An 
act  regulating  and  defining  the^  duties  of  the 
judges  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  and  for  vest- 
ing in  the  courts  of  the  Territory  of  Indiana  a 
jurisdiction  in  chancery  cases  arising  in  the  said 
Territory ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Malcolm; 

An  act  directing  the  discharge  of  Edward 
Keeler  and  John  Francis  from  imprisonment ; 

An  act  directing  the  discharge  of  Moses  Lewis 
from  imprisonment; 
'  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Kidd ; 

Were  severally  read  the  third  time  and  passed 
by  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  remission  of  certain 
duties  on  the  importation  of  books  for  the  use  of 
Harvard  College,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
paeaed. 

Ordired,  That  the  bill  be*<An  act  fbr  the  ve- 
vission  of  certain  duties  on  the  importation  of 
books  for  the  use  of  Harvard  College,  and  on  the 
carriage  and-  personal  baggage  of  hi4  Bzcelleacy 
W.  Gfore,  Qoveroor  of  the  Britbh  province  of 
9l»pier  Canada.'* 

CASE  or  SHIP  A&LBChANY. 

Mr.  Staivforj)^  from  the  Committee  of  Ctaimsi 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  house  of  Bowie 
&  Kurtz,  and  others ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  STANrORD  also  made  the  following  report 
in  the  case : 

That  Richard  Fonast,  as.  agent  for  the  Department 
of  State,  chartered  the  ship  Allegany,  Gaptam  Eve- 
litht  <^  the  hooee  of  Bowie,  Kurti,  and  others,  of 
Gaoigetown,  to  take  out  a  cargo  to  the  Dey  of  Al- 
giers, in  ftdfihnent  of  onr  treaty  with  the  Regency. 
The  charter  perty  was  entered  into  on  the  SOth  day 


of  Jannary,  1812,  and  atipnlatcd  the  time  of  recttvhig 
the  cargo  on  board  in  the  United  State*,  and  the  time 
of  its  delivery  at  Algien,  the  amount  of  Mght,  where 
and  how  it  ehonld  be  paid,  and  all  the  tema  of  the 
voyage,  in  the  nosi  precise  and  fomtal  manner,  biadU 
ing  the  memorialists,  with  their  shqi,  her  Mght  and 
appurtenances,  to  the  trae  and  ftalfaiaiperfonnance  oi 
the  same,  under  the  penal  sum  of  twelve  *^m^fiMl  dolk 
lars,  lawAil  money  of  the  United  Statea* 

After  the  public  cargo,  however,  waa  talun  on 
boaid,  room  waa  found  in  the  cabin  and  other  parte  of 
the  ahip  to  admit  a  further  shipment  of  cofiee  and 
spices^  and  the  privilege  of  such  an  adventnre  waa  ac- 
corded to  the  owners,  on  their  private  account,  in  eon- 
aideration  of  their  agreeing  to  receive  in  the  United 
States  the  portion  of  their  freight  which  the  Govern* 
raent  was  otherwiie  bonnd  to  pay  them  at  Algiers 
which  waa  acconfingly  accepted  and  agreed  to. 

Thus  chartered  and  loaded,  the  All^any  sailed  on 
her  destined  voyage,  but  wiaa  aoon  arreated  by  tlie  em- 
bargo which  preceded  the  dedaratioa  of  war,  aud- 
could  not  proceed  until  a  special  act  was  passed  by 
Congrees  to  permit  the  departure  of  veaaels  in  the  pub- 
lic aervioe.  When  released,  ahe  proceeded  and  arrivad 
at  Algiers  in  good  time^  and,  in  all  respeclib  conform* 
ably  to  contract  The  cargo  was  consigned  to  Colonel 
T.  Lear,  the  Consul  General  of  ^tn  United  States 
near  the  Dey  and  Regency  of  Algiera. 

He  states,  in  his  communication  to  the  Government 
on  this  subject,  that  the  Dey  and  hia  officers  at  fiuT 
appeared  well  pleased  with  the  arrival  of  the  AUegany ; 
that  the  articles  on  board  were  at  the  time  muck 
needed;  and  that  on  the  30th  of  July  (the  third  day 
after  the  arrival  of  the  ahip)  the  Minister  of  the  Ma- 
rine sent  off  a  lighter,  ana  actually  received  from  on 
board  the  ahip  a  ooaaiderable  quantity  of  plank  and 
spars,  and  proceeded  to  the  landing  place  of  the  Mai- 
nne. 

Until  now,  everything  appeared  to  be  going  on  well, 
when,  of  a  sodden,  the  temper  and  conduct  of  tfie 
Dey  assumed  the  reverse  aspect  He  at  once  aflbcta 
to  be  diaappointed  in  the  quantity  of  gunpowder  and 
cables  whmi  had  been  sent  to  him ;  directs  the  lightur 
to  be  sent  back  to  the  ahip  with  the  plank  and  apara 
received,  and  at  the  same  time  senw  a  peremptory 
order  **  that  the  Allegany  ahould  depart  from  A^iera 
in  three  daya,  and  take  with  her  our  Consul  QeMual, 
and  all  other  ciSisena  of  Ae  United  Statee  then  alt 
Algiera." 

Againel  this  violent  proceeding  remonstrancea  wero 
made  by  Oobnel  Leav,  but  all  waa  in  vuin— *ne  aif» 
ment  availed  anything.  Inataad  of  relaxing,  fan  weal 
atill  faither,aad  demanded  a  cash  payaMnt«ft87^MNI» 
whiflh  he  inaiBted,  aooording  to  the  Mahometan  yea^ 
vraa  the  balanee  due  upon  hjs  annnitieib  Oar  Cooeul 
contended  that  $1^897  waa  all  that  was  dnsb  and  thM 
the  cargo  of  the  Allegany,  if  received,  waa  more  than 
aufficient  to  dischaige  it  But  the  Dey  refused  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  cargo,  or  to  auffer  it  to 
be  eold  at  Algiers.  He  did,  however,  extend  the  time 
two  days  longer  for  the  departure  of  the  ahipi  and 
then  repeated  Ids  mandate  that  ii;  within  the  time» 
"  the  demanded  balance  was  not  paid  into  his  trea»* 
ury,  and  the  ahip  did  not  depart,  with  the  Consni,  hts 
family,  and  all  the  other  Americans  on  board,  he 
would  detain  them  in  alavery,  confiscate  the  sfa^  and 
cargo,  and  declare  war  against  the  United  States." 

Under  this  unpleasant  alternative,  Colonel  Learda- 
termined  to  raise  the  money*  if  poenhle^  and  depart 
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aeeoffdlngly.  The  hwife  of  Bwn  w«#  th«  oidj  on* 
where  be  coald  obtain  tlie  money  for  a  bill  on  Qibrai- 
tar,  and  he  drew  one  on  J.ohn  Salvino,  Cental  of  the 
United  Stitfce  at  that  pUce,  giYing  Bacri  to  onder- 
atand  that  he  bottomed  the  eredit  end  redemptipn  o£ 
the  bill  on  the  cargo  of  the  AUegaaj*  ao  far  ae  it  would 
gOi  who  eypareaied  hie  oonfidence  in  the  pledge,  aiid 
adTaoced  the  money ;  and  the  ahip  was  then  earl^  on 
the  morning  of  the  35th  of  July,  within  the  preicribed 
time,  carried  by  an  Algerine  captain  and  crew  out  of 
the  port,  whence  ehe  pioeeeded  to  Qibraktar. 

Gaptaia  ETolithi  of  the  Allegany,  yielding  to  the 
i«ice«ity  of  the  caee,  statea  in  hu  proteat  that  he 
ahmild  abandon  the  ahip  to  the  United  SUtea,  and 
consider  her  aa  in  their  eerrico  and  at  their  rif  k,  but 
woold  nwngate  her  under  Colonel  Lear'a- control  and 
direction.  Colonel  Lear  admiu  that,  although  he  does 
not  recollect  any  formal  abandonment  of  the  ship. 
Captain  ETelith  did  submit  her  to  hit  destination  and 
control,  and  that  he  directed  her  to  Gibraltar,  a  place 
from  whence  he  could  better  eerva  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  in  sending  out  information  of  the  events 
at  Algiers  to  our  different  Consuls  in  the  Medi^rra- 
nean»  in  di^KMing  of  the  Allegany's  car»D,  and  provi- 
ding to  meet  the  bill  which  he  had  drawn  on  that 

pboe.  .  .        - 

The  committee  have  thus  given  as  brief  a  view  of 
the  case  of  the  Allegany  as  the  h'lstory  of  the  case 
would  admit.  Considering  that  the  was  chartered  by 
the  Government,  and  performed  the  stipulated  voyage 
to  their  entire  satisfaction;  that  she  was  then,  by  the 
arbitrary  power  of  the  Dey,  compelled,  not  chartered, 
into  their  iUiUier  service,  and  that,  too,  to  laye  their 
cltiMBtf  and  their  property  from  Algerine  seizure; 
sent  upon  a  new  voyage,  as  oppoeed  to  the  interests 
of  the  ownera  as  it  was  contrary  to  the  inetrnctions 

given  to  their  commander;  that; she  wae  thaa^verted 
om  her  proper  destinatien,  and  thrown  int<^  the 
hands  of  a  different  enemy,  where  she  wae  aei»d  and 
ultimately  condemned,  ahin  and  cargo^  to  the  serious 
d^Midvantag^  and  loaa  of  tne  memorialiata*-the  com- 
mittee are  impressed  with  the  juptice  of  their  claina, 
and  are  of  <^ioB  that  they  axe  entitled  to  indemnity 
in  this  case,  when  they  reflect  that  the  Government 
has  awarded  relief  in  similar  eaaee  Mooileoted,  and 
parlinilariy  ia  the  caaea  oi  the  Anna  Maria,  of  New 
Xork,  uia  the  Resoorce,  of  Baltimore,  veaaela  em- 
ployed in  the  same  service,  and  sufiered  in  like  man- 
ner by  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  some  one  or  other  of 
the  Barbaiy  Powers. 

They  therefore  beg  leave  to  report  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  memorialists  in  the  present  case. 

COlfMITXSfi^  ON  PUBLIC  BXPfiNDITURfia 
Mt.  Tookbr  called  up  for  coDaideration  the 
reaolutioDs  he  sabmitted  some  week*  ago  respaec* 
iag  the  appointneBt.  at  the  conmencement  of 
each  sesstofl,  of  additional  standing  cominitteea 
for  the  iavestigatton  of  the  public  expend itures. 
Mr.  SmrB,  of  Maryland,  did  not  beliere  that 
much  good  could  fiow  out  of  the  measure.  There 
were  already^  he  eaid,  an  acceuntaiu  of  the  War 
and  an  accountant  of  the  Navy  Depar^meDU, 
and  a  comptroller  over  them,  and  now  we  are  to 
appoint  committees  of  Gongreea  over  the  whole, 
to  inspect  accoQota  aAer  the  money  has  been  paid 
away.  Furthermore,  be  thought  it  woaid  be 
impracttcahle  for  (he  committees  to  act  efficiemly 
QB^  they  sat  all  the  year.    Mr.  S.  said  he  re- 


membered that  a  genllemaa  of  thia  House  (Mv. 
Randolph)  once  moved  a  similar  investigation 
into  what  was  called  the  Augean  stable ;  the  ia- 
qniry  vras  ordered ;  the  gentleihan  went  into  t(; 
five  thousand  dollars  were  spent  in  printing  d^- 
uments,  dtc,  and,  after  all.  there  was  not  eveQ  a 
resolution  or  any  other  proceeding  predicated  on 
the  examioation. 

The  motion  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  TtJCK* 
EB,  Desha,  Staxiford,  Wbigbt,  and  Lownpas, 
by  whom  it  was  argued  that  the  experience  of 
other  States,  particularly  Virginia,  proved  the 
utility  of  such  committees;  that  they  were  also 
fopnd  extremely  beneficial  and  useful  in  Bng- 
land ;  that  clamors  and  suspicions  had  ^ne  abroad, 
and  though  they  might  not  be  well  founded,  still 
they  rendered  the  inquiry  necessary  ;  that  if  any- 
thing was  wrong  in  the  public  accounts,  the  Gov- 
ernment ought  to  know  it  and  the  evil  be  cor- 
rected ;  that  if  the  committees  only  entered  into 
a  general,  and  not  a  minute  and  detailed  investi- 
gation of  those  accounts,  much  good  would  still 
result  from  it,  as  it  would  tend  to  correct  frauds, 
or  errors,  if  any;  that  it  was  the  di;ty  of  this 
branch  of  the  Government  to  inspect  the  money 
concerns,  and  see  that  they  were  correctly  and 
faithfully  conducted. 

The  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to  in  the  fol- 
lowing form : 

Retohfed,  That  the  foltowing  standing  committees 
be  iqpjpointed  to  serve  daring  the  present  Congress, 
and  thai  hemafter,  at  the  conmieneement  of  the  tot 
seesioa  in  eadli  Congreaa,  like  connitteea  shall  be  i^ 
pointed,  whose  ditties  shall  oontinue  imtil  the  fimt 
aession  of  the  ensuing  Congress : 

1.  A  committee  on  ao  much  of  the  Public  AcoooAts 
and  Expenditures  as  relate  to  the  Department  of  State. 

3.  A  committee  on  so  much  of  the  Public  Accounts 
and  Sxpenditures  aa  relate  to  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. 

3.  A  committee  on  so  much  of  the  Accounts  and 
Expenditures  as  relate  to  the  Department  of  War. 

4.  A  committee  on  so  much  of  the  Public  Acoonnte 
and  Expenditures  as  relate  to  the  Department  of  the 
Navy. 

6.  A  committee  on  ao  mneh  of  the  PaUie  Accounts 
and  Expendituiee  as  relate  te  the  Poet  Office;  and 

6.  A  oemmitlee  on  ao  moch  of  the  P^ihlie  ADeounto 
and  Bxpeaditaraa  aa  relate  to  the  PaUio  Buildings. 

The  said  ceaimilleea  shall  cooaiat  of  (hiee  m»nkta$* 


Uahptt  be  th»  d«igr  d  the  cnmmilteea  to  e^pWM 
ieAo  the  state  of  the  acooiuito  tioA  e«pendi(|}raa  s** 
apee^vely  submitted  te  them,  and  to  inquire  and  cap 
port,  particulaarly, 

Whether  the  expendituxes  of  the  respective  Depant- 
ments  are  justified  by  law ; 

Whether  the  claima,  from  tune  to  time  satisfied 
and  dwduurged  1^  the  respective  Departments,  are 
supported  by  sufficient  vouchers,  estabUshiag  their 
justness  both  as  to  their  character  and  amount; 

Whether  such  claims  have  been  discharged  out  ef 
funds  appropriated  therefor,  and  whether  all  moneys 
have  been  disbursed  in  conformity  with  appropriation 
laws;  and 

Whether  any  and  what  previsions  are  aeosssary  le 
be  adopted  to  provide  more  perfrotly  for  the  pcoper 
appUoation  of  the  pnbMe  mensgrs^  and  to  seente  the 
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GoTeroment  from  demandc  xaaifui  in  tlieir  ehamctor 
or  eztraTtgant  in  their  amount. 

And  it  ahaJi  be,  moreoyer,  the  doty  of  the  lud  com- 
mittees to  report,  from  time  to  time,  whether  any  and 
what  retrenchments  can  he  made  in  the  expenditures 
of  the  seyeral  Departments  without  detriment  to  the 
puUic  service;  whether  any  and  what  abuses  at  any 
time  exist  in  the  failure  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
moneys  which  mi^  be  due  to  the  United  States  fro|n 
public  defaulters,  or  others,  and  to  report,  from  time 
to  time,  such  provisions  and  arrangements  at  may  be 
necessary  to  add  to  the  economy  of  the  several  De- 
partments and  the  accountability  of  their  officers. 

Messrs.  Yateb,  Mason,  and  Edwards,  were 
appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  first  rale. 

Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Hulbert,  and 
Hahn,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to 
the  second  rule. 

Messrs.  Root,  Forney,  and  Sbeffet,  were 
appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  third 
rale. 

Messrs.  Arcbeb,  Lumpkin,  and  Hdger,  were 
appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  fourth 
rule. 

Messrs.  Cannon,  Pabris,  and  Milnor,  were 
appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  fifth  rule. 

Messrs.  Condict,  Darlington,  and  Reed, 
were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  siith 
rnie. 

LOST  AND  CAPTURED  PROPERTY,  dec 

.  The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  hill  from  this 
Hoase,  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property 
lost  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  while 
in  tne  public  service. 

One  of  the  Senate's  amendments  was  the  ad- 
dition of  a  clause  providing  for  the  payment  of 
the  forty  cents  per  day  stipulated  to  be  paid  for 
certain  horses  which  were  afterwards  lost,  as 
well  as  the  value  of  each  horse.  The  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  to  whom  the  Senate's  amendments 
were  referred,  recomniended  the  disagreement  to 
this  amendment.  This  recommendation  to  disa- 
gree was  the  question  first  considered. 

The  Senate's  amendment  was  strenuously  ad- 
vocated by  Messrs.  Jobrson,  of  Keotacky,  De- 
sha, McLean,  of  Kentucky,  Haboim,  Jackson. 
MefciB,  and  Sbabpb,  who  supported  the  justice  or 
allowing  the  40  per  cent,  per  day  first  stipulated, 
together  with  the  value  of  the  horse  lost.  The 
adverse  side  was  taken  by  Messrs.  Yancet,  Cul- 
pepbb,  and  Stbabns,  who  denied  the  justice  of 
the  iremuneration  to  the  extent  contended  for. 
The  debate  on  this  question  occupied  much  time, 
taking  the  course  through  which  it  extendea 
when  the  subject  was  originally  brought  before 
the  House. 

The  question  was  finally  decided  against  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
and  in  favor  of  the  Senate's  amendmeni*68  to 

5a 

Mr.  Roane  proposed  to  add  the  foUowij^g 
clause  to  the  cases  in  the  bill  in  which  payment 
is  to  be  made  by  the  Government :  "  Wnen  any 
produce  or  merchandise  with  which  any  wagon, 
cart,  boat,  or  sleigh,  impressed  into  the  service  ol 


the  United  States  was  ladeo,  sfaali  have  been  lost 
or  consumed  in  consequence  of  such  impress- 
ment." 

After  some  objections  to  the  amendment  by 
Mr.  Yancet,  and  reply  by  Mr.  Roans,  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived. 

Various  other  unsuccessful  amendments  were 
offered  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate;  after 
which  the  latter  were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

INDIANA  TERRITORY. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  enable 
the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territory  to  form  m 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  Stale  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States."  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill 
pass?  it  passed  in  the  afllrmatlve— yeas  108, 
nays  3,  as  follows : 

xxAs — Messrs.  Adgtte,  Archer,  Baker,  Barbour, 
Bassett,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Belti^  Boss,  Bradbury, 
Breckenridge,  Brooks,  Bryan,  Bumside,  Cady,  Cald- 
well, Chappell,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clayton, 
Clendennin,  Condict,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crocheron,  Cnlpeper,  Cnthbert,  Darlington,  Daven- 
port Deaba,  Edwards,  Forsyth,  Gold,  Goodwyn,  Grifliny 
llahn,  HaU,  Hammond,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Heister,. 
Henderson,  Huger,  Hulbert,  Hungerlbrd,  Irving  of 
New  York,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Langdon,  Love,  Lovett,  Lumpkin,  Lyie, 
Ljon,  Maclay,  Marsh,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  of 
KentuckjTf  Milnor,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,'  Nelson 
of  Virginia,  Newton*  Parris,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Piper, 
Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Roane,  Root, 
Roas^  Ruggles,  Savage,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanlbrd,  Strongs  8tur> 
ges,  Tagaart,  Taul,  Telfair,  Throop,  Townsend,  Tucker, 
Vose,  Wallace,  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Wendover,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Wilde, 
Wilkin,  WUloughby,  William  Wilson,  Wdodward, 
Wright,  Yancey,  and  Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Goldsboroogh,  Lewis,  and  Randolph. . 

MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  enable 
the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  constitatton 
and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of 
such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing; 
with  the  original  States,"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

A  short  debate  took  place,  arising  from  some 
objections  made  to  the  bill  by  Mr.  Stampoed, 
who  was  opposed  to  it  because  it  contained  no 
provision  for  the  future  division  of  the  Territory, 
which  he  thought  entirely  too  large,  considered 
in  relation  to  the  other  States,  and  in  time  would 
be  too  powerful  if  it  continued  an  undivided 
State;  and  he  wished  the  bill  might  be  recom- 
mitted for  amendment  in  that  particular. 

Mr.  Stanford  was  replied  to  by  Messrs.  Lat- 
TiMoas  and  Harbin,  who  argued  that  the  Terri- 
tory, it  was  believed,  had  a  sufficient  population 
to  entitle  it  to  a  State  constitution ;  at  any  rate 
it  would  the  next  eesaion  have  enough  to  demand 
admission  into  the  Union,  and  it  was  as  well  to 
grant  that  now,  with  a  good  grac&  which  in  ao 
short  a  lime  Congress  would  be  unable  to  refaae; 
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that  if  the  Territory  be  now  divided,  it  would  be 
twenty  years  before  the  half  of  it  would  be  able 
to  ask  a  State  goveromeni;  that  from  the  im- 
zneDse  quantities  of  barrens  unfit  for  cultivation^ 
and  the  great  quantity  of  Indian  laods  it  con- 
tained, it  would  be  a  very  loog  time  before  its 
popalation  would,  if  ever,  exceed  that  of  any 
other  State ;  that  it  was  good  policy  to  encourage 
by  every  means  the  population  of  that  section  of 
the  country,  to  be  able  promptly  to  repel  an  ene- 
my where  attacks  would  very  probably  be  made; 
that  it  was  an  older  Territory  than  Indiana,  in 
whose  favor  a  bill  had  jost  passed,  with  scarcely 
a  dissenting  voice. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  also  opposed  the 
recommitment  and  advocatea  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  though  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
Congress  ought  to  retain  the  power  of  altering 
the  boundary  of  the  new  State  hereafter,  if  they 
should  deem  the  alteration  necessary ;  but  the 
House  having  yesterday  decided  against  such  a 
reservation,  he  thought  it  wrong  to  impede  the 
passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  J.  supported  his  opinions  by  a  variety  of 
arguments ;  aAer  which  the  bill  passed,  by  yeas 
and  nays— for  the  passage  70,  against  it  53^  as 
follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Adgate,  Archer,  Barbour,  Bawstt, 
Bateman,  Betts,  Brooks,  Brymn,  Chappell,  Clarke 
of  North  Carolina,  Clendennin,  CondicC,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Crocheron,  Darlington,  Desha,  For^tb, 
Goodwyn,  Hahn,  Hsll,  Hammond,  Hardin,  Hendet^ 
son^  Hnngerford,  Ingham,  Irving  of  New  York,  Jack- 
son, Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentneky,  Kerr 
of  Virginia,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Love,  Lnmpkin, 
Lyie,  Lyon,  Maday,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  MeKee,  Mo- 
Lean  of  Kentneky,  Moore,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  New- 
ton, Psrrii^  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Rey- 
nolds, Root,  Ross,  Savage,  Schenck,  Bharpe,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tan!,  Throop,  Wallace, 
Wendover,  Whiteside,  WUde,  Wilkin,  Willooghby, 
William  Wilson,  Woodward,  Wright,  Yancey,  and 
Yates. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Baer,  Baker,  Boai,  Biad* 
buy,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Bnmidde,  ChipinaQ»  Cii- 
ley,  Clayton,  Cooper,  Cnlpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davenport, 
Edwards,  Gaston,  Gold,  Goldsborongh,  Griffin,  Uale, 
Hawes,  Heister,  Hopkinson,  Holbert,  Jewett,  .Kent, 
Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Msrah,  Milnor,  Mose- 
ley.  Nelson  of  Maasachnsetts,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Ran- 
dolph, Roane,  Rnggles,  Sonthard,  Stanford,  Steams^ 
Strong,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  Telfiur,  Tucker,  Voee,  Ward 
of  Massaehnsetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  and 
Wilcox. 


Monday,  April  1. 

Mr.  Easton  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  praying  to 
be  incorporated  as  a  commercial  comp«ny,for  the 
purposes  of  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes.-— Referred  to  Messrs.  Eastom,  MoBLeb, 
Tbomas  Wilson,  Cadt,  Athbrton,  Clenden- 
nin, and  Powell. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  btU  for  the  relief  of  certain 
owners  of  goods  entered  at  Hampden,  in  the  Diw' 


trict  of  Maine ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Qelston  and  Peter  A. 
SchencL 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  bill  from  the  Senate  ''for  the  relief  of 
Richard  Mitchell,*'  without  amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting his  annual  accounts  of  receipts  and  pay- 
ments at  the  Treasury  for  the  year  ending  Octo- 
ber 1,  1815;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  petition 
of  John  McCauley,  prize  agent  of  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  brig  Vixen }  which  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  traosmittiog 
his  report  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
Honse  of  the  9th  ultimo,  relative  to  expenses  in- 
curred in  prosecntiotts  on  behalf  of  the  Uoited 
States  in  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
chusetts, Ck)nnecticut,  Vermont,  and  New  York ; 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  **  to  reward 
the  officers  and  crew  or  the  United  States  frigate 
Constitution,"  in  which  they  ask  the  eonenrrence 
of  this  House.  The  Senate  also  returned  to  this 
House  the  bill  '^  in  addition  to  an  act  to  regulate 
the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  with  the  amend- 
ment»of  the  Senate  corrected. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  pen- 
sions of  certain  invalid  pensioners.  No  amend- 
ment being  offered,  the  Committee  rose,  reported 
a  bill  to  the  House ;  and  it  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Yancet,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Asher  Palmer, 
which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Asher  Palmer;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Yancey  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  the  supervisors  of  Clinton  county,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  Y.  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  supervisors  of 
the  county  of  Clinton,  in  the  State  of  New  York; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  last  appointed. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That,  in  the  month  of  September,  1814,  when  the 
British  Ibrees  invaded  the  United  States  on  the  firontier 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  they  took  possession  of  a 
part  of  the  village  of  Plattsbnrg,  and  sought  a  cover 
ftom  the  American  artilleiy  at  the  ibit  near  the  village, 
ftom  a  number  of  houses  belonging  to  individnals,  and 
the  eonrt-honse  of  the  eonaty  of  Clinton.  In  order  to 
uncover  and  dislodge  the  enemy.  General  Macomlh 
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who  at  that  tkna  epmmandad  the  American  trooip  al 
that  place,  considered  it  pnidaiit  and  proper  to  fire  hot 
■hot  into  the  honiee  for  the  poipoae  of  dantroying  them 
Among  the  nomher  thoe  destroyed  wae  the  court- 
house  of  Clinton.  The  petittonexs»  on  behalf  of  the 
county,  pray  that  Congress  will  pi^  the  value  of  the 
house. 

The  facts  in  the  petition  having  been  satis&ctorily 
established,  and  it  appearing  to  the  committee  that  the 
property  was  destroyed  for  public  good,  they  ere  of 
opinion  that  the  petitioners  are  enticed  to  relief^  and 
therefore  report  by  bill. 

Mr.  Yancet  also  made  a  report  on  the  patition 
of  John  Crosby  and  Jobn  Crosby,  jaoior^  which 
was  read ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Joho  Crosby  and  John  Crosby,  junior, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  in  the  month  of  August,  1814,  the  United 
States  frigate  Adams,  commanded  by  Captain  Charles 
Morris,  arrived  at  Hampden,  in  the  county  of  Hancock 
and  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  was  moored  at  the 
wharf  of  the  petitionem.  The  Adams  remained  at  the 
wharf  until  Uie  8d  day  of  September  following,  when 
a  British  naval  force  appeared  and  attacked  her.  Gap- 
tain  Morris,  after  having  bravely  defonded  his  ship  for 
a  considerable  time  against  a  much  superior  force,  con- 
sidered it  prudent,  under  all  circumstances,  to  set  fim 
to  the  ship  and  blow  her  up,  to  prevent  her  failing  into 
the  possession  of  the  enemy.  The  fire  which  was  thus 
applied  to  the  ship  communicated  itself  to  the  wharf 
and  storehouse  of  the  petitioners,  and  thev  w«re  con* 
auned,  together  with  their  stock  of  goods  on  hand* 
They  pray  that  Congress  would  pay  them  the  value  of 
their  proper^  deetsoyed. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  thai  the  iniuxy  which 
the  petitioners  have  sustained,  being  immediately  con- 
sequential of  a  justifiable  and  prudent  act  of  an  officer 
of  Uke  Government,  they  are  entitled  to  relief  and 
therefore  report  by  bilL 

Mr.  Yancet  also  made  a  report  oo  the  petition 
of  Taylor  db  McNealj  BTans  db  MeNeal,  and 
Henry  &.  John  McCleister,  which  was  read ;  when 
Mr.  Y.  reported  n  bill  if>t  ilie  relief  of  Taylor  ^ 
McNeat,  £?ans  So  McNeal,  and  Henry  &  John 
McCleister;  which  was  read  twice,  aodoommit- 
ted.  to  the  Commit!^  of  the  Whole  last  men* 
tioned. 

Mr.  MiDDLETOic,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  10th  of  January  last  on  the  petition 
of  James  H.  McCuUoch,  made  a  report  tpereon ; 
which  wes  readi  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  th^  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  seid  petitioner  states,  that  he  entered  upon  the 
ofike  of  collector  of  the  port  of  Baltimore  early  in  the 
year  1808,  with  a  prospect,  indeed,  of  difficulties  and 
labors  arising  from  the  peculiv^situationof  the  country 
at  that  time,  but  under  an'  assurance  of  receiving  ade- 
q«ate  compensation  for  hia  ierrinefr  That^  eneh  en 
eipeetatioa  was  teasonaMe,  aef  ba  infonad  &fm  ti»e 
unlmrsal  praei|ce  of  th^Govarnnient»  vJutA  haaafer 
been  to  provide  fixed  salasiae  where  other  Piefila  live 
•Hher  inadeqaaU  or  forbidden.  The  petitioner  waf 
oottfirmod  in  this  his  behalf  ffon  tiM»  aiionmatanca  ol 
the  House  of  RenrcaanUtivaa  having,  in  that  fUMtian* 
lar  Juncture  of  aflkii%  nndw  the  h^pcseiion  tiMit  the. 
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emoluments  of  the  officers  of  the  customs  would  be 
leesened  by  the  embargo  acts,  directed  the  Secretery 
of  the  Treasury  to  report  his  opinion  of  tfie  ceees 
where  a  temporaiy  increase  of  ealary  miglU  be  neoes- 
sarv.  In  obedience  to  this  reeolve,  the  dien  Secretary 
addreesed  a  dreular  to  the  oficen  of  the  customs,  un- 
der date  of  April  S8,  1806,  giving  instmctiona  ra* 
specting  the  embargo  act,  and  calling  upon  Uie  eaid 
officers  to  make  retume  of  their  emolnments,  in  ordai 
that  he  might  make  his  feport  in  oonfonnily  to  tho 
viewe  of  Congress. 

That  the  emolnments  of  the  petitianer,  as  oollectar 
of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  have  not  been  by  any  means 
adefiuate  to  the  seryioee  he  perfozmed  vrithin  the  pe^ 
nod  alluded  to,  appears  from  his  statement  that  in 
1808  he  seemed  to  receive  97%  but  actual^  sunk 
9^28,  on  account  of  a  salary  to  a  clerk  paid  by  him- 
self;  in  the  year  1809  he  received  $689 ;  in  Uie  yesr 
1810  he  received  9513;  in  18U  he  paid  $980  for 
performing  the  public  service,  while  the  support  of  hit 
family  each  year  amounted  to  $3,000 ;  the  result  ii, 
that  in  these  four  years  he  received  from  the  puUie 
$673,  and  expended  in  the  maintenance  of  a  frugal 
family  $8,000,  and  in  the  eupport  of  a  custom-house 
for  the  public  $980.  His  account  at  the  Treesury  wiU 
establish  the  correelness  of  what  is  here  stated.  The 
intervening  years  were  more  profitable,  but  below  the 
common  reoeipta  of  the  iUBot  and  the  limit  <^thelaw« 

The  committee,  having  duly  considered  the  forego- 
ing statement,  ate  oC  opinion  that  the  compensation 
allownd  by  law  to  Jamee  H.  McOuUoch,  oollector  oC 
the  ourtams  at  Baltunore,  having  been  taken  away  by 
tbo  apemtion  of  other  lawa  enacted  for  the  publio  ben- 
eftt,  he  haaan  nDdbuhted  daim  upon  the  public  justice 
to  ptavida  an  aqnivaiant;  and  inasmuch  as  the  com- 
miltee  beliese  &at  thene  ejcist  other  similar  cases  of 
hafdeMp,  arkwg  from  the  nou'-prodnotive  state  of  thft 
xenenna  dadved  from  im^ioBt  during  the  embargo  an4. 
nanrintaropAqia  \im*9  «tlh  a  new  to  embrace  m^ 
cuw^  (ibef  lecomaaad  the  foiUpwing  nepolution: 

iilM«lanf,6y  tke  <Sbp«ls  andlfyuiK  of  Sqfr^s^^Ugk- 
tm$%  Than  this  iVesident  of  the  United  Sutes  be  vor 
tlywbiad  te  all^ifr,  sn  extca  oompensatioi^  for  a  (inv- 
ited tini%  to  thone  oAeers  of  the  cnstoms  whose  emol- 
nments wen  diminished   below  a  reasonable  salajEJ 

dnilAg  the  r^wietive  sfstep|. 

^   G8NBRAL  APMtOraiATiOIi  BILL. 

Tl^  Hou^e,  on  motion  of  Mr.  LowNono,  »• 
solYod  itself  ia^o  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  091 
iha  bill  maluog  nP|>ropriations  for  the  support  of 
QovernnMnt  w  too.  ye^  1816. 

U  fi^Mpff  up  the  hinnk  in  the  biiV,  left  ibr  thp 
iippDOp.rinl^n  £mi  the  pfiyment  of  the  m^«a,bf  r^  qf 
Goo^me,  apcna  <M>ate  ara9e  aa  to  the  mnnnef  oif 
drawing  this  compensatioo.  The  act  lately  passf^ 
to  alter  the  mode  of  compensating  the  members 
of  Congress,  declarea  that  they  shall  receire  an 
**  annual"  salary  of  one  thotiaaad  ftre  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  and  in  a  subaaqueat  clause^  provides  that 
the  oompensntion  shall  be  "certified  and  mnde 
in  the  manner  heretofore  provided  by  law  ;'*  the 
caatom  ondex  the  former  law  was  to  pay  the 
memhers  {xon  ume  to  time,  m  the  services  were 
remiared. 

Mr.  L.  in  obedience  to  instructions  from  the 
Committee  of  Waya  end  Meaas^  and  in  accor- 
dance with  what  he  iindera(oo4  to  be  the  const  ruc- 
tion given  to  the  opt  by  the  Attorney  General| 
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moved  to  fill  tke  bhiok  with  a  som  sufficient  to 
defray  the  compenwtion  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  4th  of  March,  1816.  and  making  no  proTision 
for  the  services  which  would  intervene  between 
that  period  and  the  end  of  the  next  session. 

This  constrQction  of  the  act  was  disputed  by 
Mr.  Clay,  the  Speaker.  He  thought  that  the 
members,  whenever  they  could  exhibit  evidence 
of  the  rendition  of  services,  had  a  fair  claim  for  a 
due  proportion  of  the  annual  salary.  Such  had 
been  the  practice  heretofore ;  and  if  the  rule  laid 
down  by  the  Attorney  Gkoeral  were  adopted,  a 
member  who  happened  to  come  into  Congress 
after  the  4th  of  March,  would  receive  nothing 
until  the  next  March.  Against  the  inconvenience 
and  hardships  of  this  construction,  Mr.  C.  argued 
at  some  length;  and  for  the  purpose  of  making 
an  appropriation  out  of  which  to  compensate  the 
members  for  the  remainder  of  this  session^  and 
part  of  the  next,  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  a 
sum  adequate  to  meet  that  object.  Mr.  C.  added, 
that  as  the  public  interest  would  be  unaflTected  by 
this  declsioB,  let  either  construction  of  the  act  be 
adopted,  he  saw  no  objection  to  pursuing  the 
course  he  proposed,  without  however  allowing 
any  member  to  draw  so  much  of  the  salary  as 
would  bring  him  at  any  time  in  debt  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  JoBNBON,  of  Kentucky,  differed  both  from 
the  Speaker  and  the  Attorney  General  in  this, 
that  toe  compensation  given  to  members  was 
intended  to  embrace  a  whole  session,  long  or  short ; 
but  as  it  made  no  difference  to  the  United  States, 
and  that  construction  had  been  given,  he  should 
acquiesce,and  vote  for  the  appropriation,  provided 
an  amendment  which  he  had  drawn  up  should  be 
adopted,  which  did  not  interfere  with  the  con- 
struction given,  and  was  indispensable  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  Government,  and  to  certain  members 
who  had  not  attended  the  whole  session ;  which 
amendment  was  intended  to  make  a  deduction 
from  the  compensation  of  members  for  absence,  in 
the  proportion  that  absence  bore  to  the  whole 
davs  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Jaokson  explained  the  views  of  the  select 
committee,  wh^n  they  originally  reported  in  favor 
of  changing  the  mode  of  compensation ;  and  con- 
curred in  the  construction  given  by  Mr.  Clay. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  also  concurred  in 
the  construction  of  the  law  given  to  it  by  the 
Spea^r.  According  to  the  otaer  interpretation 
of  it,  if  the  members  were  called  here  to  an  extra 
seasioo,  they  would  be  obliged  to  briog  money  in 
tteir  pockets  to  defray  their  expenses,  as  they 
emild  receive  no  eoa^eosation  itulil  ihe'eudof 
tile  year. 

Mr.  Gaston  thought  it  not  of  much  impor- 
tance which  coBstraction  was  adopted  $  but  stated 
the  reasons  that  induced  him  to  believe  the  con- 
struction given  by  the  Attorney  General  the  true 
one. .  Mr.  G.  compared  the  terms  of  the  several 
acts  on  this  subject  to  establish  what  he  believed 
the  proper  construction,  and  to  show  that  Mr. 
Clay's  could  not  be  sustained. 

Mr.  Wbioht  thought  it  entirely  unneoeasary 
to  dispute  about  the  cokistruotion  of  the  laie  law. 


OoDgren  had  voted  to  tu  members  a  certain  mn- 
noal  compensation,  which  misht  be  vievred  in 
the  light  of  a  contingent  fond,  and  it  was  per* 
fectly  competent  for  Congress  to  direct  in  what 
way,  and  in  what  proportions,  that  compensation 
should  be  drawn. 

The  Committee  theo  agreed  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  CljiT,  and  filled  the  blank  in 
the  bill  accordingly. 

With  the  exception  of  some  objections  made 

a  Mr.  JswBTT  to  an  appropriation  for  additional 
^rks  for  one  of  the  departments,  the  Committee 
met  with  no  difficulty  in  its  progress  through  the 
bill,  until  Mr.  Jaoicoon  moved  to  insert  a  clause 
appropriatiag  9aQ0,00(^  out  of  the  fond  set  apart 
for  that  purpose,  for  carrying  on  ihe  great  West- 
em  road  from  Cumberlaad  to  Ohio. 

This  amendment  was  earaeatly  oppoaed  by  Mr. 
Qastom,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  improper  to 
introduce  into  an  ordinary  bill  an  appropriation 
for  mn  object  which  had  not  been  «uihoriced  by 
a  previous  act.  In  support  of  his  position  Mr. 
G.  cited  a  recent  course  pursued  by  the  Commit* 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who^  although  aware  of 
the  necessity  of  protecting  an  island  whereon  an 
impoHant  light-house  was  placed  (Gull  Island) 
from  the  encroachmenu  of  the  sea,  did  not  thine 
it  proper  to  reeort  to  the  fiiovealy  mode  of  insert- 
ing an  appropriation  for  that  purpose  in  the  bill 
now  under  consideration,  but  instructed  its  chair- 
man to  move  that  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  previously  directed  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  the  expenditure,  and 
to  report  thereon.  Mr.  G.  said  the  ehecks  upon 
the  disbursemcttt  of  the  Government  were  al- 
ready few  enough,  and  they  ought  not  to  be  fur- 
ther diminished  by  this  House. 

Measn.  Jacssom,  Clay,  Randolph,  Smith, 
Wbioht,  and  GoLDBaoBOUoa,  respectiveiv,  ad- 
vocated the  ameadmeot.  The  three  ^ntlemen 
first  named  being  purticulariy  zealous  in  its  sup- 
port. It  was  argued  that  the  appropriation 
moved  for  was  extremely  intereeting  to  the  West- 
ern States^  and  more  important  to  the  people  of 
every  seoiion  of  the  country  than  any  other  item 
in  the  bill,  if  the  Union  of  the  States  was  to  be, 
as  all  expected  it  to  be,  the  means  of  public  hap- 
piness, prosperity,  and  safety.  That  the  appro- 
priation was  required  from  a  fund  already  set 
apart  for  the  work  by  a  solemn  compact;  that  if 
this  House  could  m  called  on  to  appropriate 
money  to  carry  into  effect  a  convention  with  a 
foreign  Government,  it  could  surely  make  au  ap- 
propriation to  execute  a  contract  with  the  States, 
a  double  compact,  too,  it  being  between  the  Gen- 
eral Gtoverament,  and  the  States  of  Ohio,  Penn- 
sylvaaia,  and  Virginia,  as  they  were  all  parties  to 
it;  that  the  appropriation  was,  furthermore,  sanc- 
tioned by  former  laws  directing  the  work  to  be 
fMosecuted,  and  that  nothing  was  wanting  to  ful- 
fil the  law  but  the  present  appropriatioo  of  money, 
for  which  there  were  several  precedents;  that  the 
single  State  of  Maryland  had  undertaken  to  com- 
plete, in  &ye  years,  a  road  from  Baltimore  to  the 
point  at  which  the  Cumberland  road  commenced, 
and  that  it  would  be  derogatory  to  the  character 
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»g  it  to  them.  He  thoagbt  ii  was  fliroper  to 
oonfiae  tbe  priytlege  striotfy  to  the  session,  or  io 
extend  it  to  the  recess  also. 

Mr.  RsTNOLpB  was  also  in  favor  of  retainiog 
tbe  privilege.  Aq  important  reasoa  for  it  was, 
tbe  resolution  this  very  day  adopted,  to  make  the 
siaDdiog  committees  permaaeot  duriog  the  whole 
CoDgrese,  which  would  involve  them  in  corres- 
ponoenee  on  public  business. 

Mr.  Jaoxbon  spoke  a  short  time  against  the 
ameoftmeot.  He  thousht  it  important  that  com- 
m«ttiealioo  should  be  kept  up  during  the  recess, 
between  the  members  and  their  constituents.  In 
this  case,  said  he,  we  should  not  be  presenting 
petitions  on  the  last  day[  of  tbe  session,  if  a  free 
obannel  of  coramunioataon  could  be  kept  open. 
in  every  point  of  view,  without  going  over  the 
elevated,  the  dignified  ground  on  which  this 
question  stood,  irooght  to  be  maintained  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  Wrigbt  and  Mr.  GBoavsNoa  also  made 
some  remarks  in  favor  of  the  privilege ;  after 
wkieh  tbe  question  was  decided  in  favor  of  con-, 
cnrring  with  the  Senate — yeas  80,  nays  51,  as 
follows: 

Y»AS^^IIssn«.  AdgatSi  Alexander,  Archer,  Achat- 
urn.  Biker,  Barbour,  Basiett,  Bennett,  Betts,  Bgrni- 
b«7,  BroekMt  Bninaide,  Oaldweli,  Cilley,  Qomstoek, 
Oenner,  Cecwlbrd,  Gzeigbton,  Crocheron,  Culhbert, 
DarMngtOD*  Davenport,  Deehs,  Edwsrds,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Gold,  Goldsborough,  Griffin,  Hahn,  Hale, 
Hill,  Hardia,  Hawes,  Heiater,  Herbert,  Hongerfbrd, 
Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia, 
Langdon,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Maday,  JkfcCoy,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  Milnor,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nel- 
son of  Virginia,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Pickens,  Pickering, 
Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Reed,  Roane,  Root,  Ross, 
Savage,  Smith  of  Va.,  Southard,  Stanford,  Stearns, 
Tanl,  TelfiOr,  Throop,  Townsend,  Wallace,  Ward  of 
New  York,  WendoTcr,  Wheaton,  Whiteside,  Wilcox, 
Wilde,  Willoughby,  WilHam  WUson,  and  Woodwanl. 

NATS'-^essrs.  Baer,  Boas,  Breekenridge,  Brown, 
Calhoun,  Champion,  Chappell,  Clarke  of  North  Car- 
dina,  Cleadennfai,  Culpeper,  Gaston,  Groevsaor, 
Hammond,  Hendeieen,  Hopkinson,  Hnlbert,  Ingfaan, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of  North  Caio- 
lina.  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyoo,  Musk, 
Mason,  Msynnt,  McKee,  Middleton,  Moore,  Moselay, 
Newton,  Pinkaey,  Powell,  Randolph,  Reynolds,  Rug- 
gles,  Setgeant,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Sturges,  Taggart, 
Tete,  Vose,  Webster,  Wilkin,  Thos.  Wilson,  Wright, 
Yancey,  and  Yates. 

The  residue  of  the  said  amendments  were  then 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
makice  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment, for  the  year  1816. 

The  original  bill  contained  an  appropriation  of 
twenty-five  per  cent,  in  addition  to  the  salaries 
heretofore  allowed  to  the  clerks  of  the  several  de- 
partments. This  increase  of  compensation  was 
stricken  out  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and,  on  the  question  of  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ment- 


Mr.  CoLPfiPMi  said,  he  felt  some  obieetioe  to 
tbe  indiscriminate  rejection  of  the  addfiiion  first 
proposed.  He  adverted  to  the  |reat  depreciation 
of  money,  the  increased  price  of  necessaries,  dbc., 
as  a  reason  for  believing  that  an  additional  allow- 
ance was  in  some  cases  necessary.  Mr.  C.  though  t 
that  every  man  who  devoted  himself  to  the  pub- 
lic service  ought  to  be  comfortably  supported; 
he  believed  a  few  did  already  receive  a  compen- 
sation sufficiently  high,  the  salaries  of  some  being 
4(2,000,  and  he  would  not,  therefore,  lay  on  the 
twenty-five  per  cent,  indiscriminately;  but,  he 
said,  there  were  individuals  in  the  public  service 
who  were  not  decently  maintained,  and  to  such 
he  wished  an  increase.  Mr.  C.  thought  a  maxi- 
mum might  with  reason  and  propriety  be  estab- 
lished, which  no  salary  of  a  clerk  should  exceed, 
and  by  which  others  might  be  graduated. 

When  Mr.  C.  concluded,  the  amendment  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  without  a  dissenting 
voice. 

The  House  agreed  successively  to  the  remain- 
ing amendments  of  the  Committee ;  and  then  or- 
dered the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  LowimBa  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  report  of  the  Commlttceof 
tbe  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  reg«late  the  duties  on 
imports. 

Tbe  question  on  agreeing  totbe-anendmentof 
the  Committee,  to  reduce  the  duty  on  unmanu- 
iaetored  wool,  from  16  to  7|  per  cent*  smI  valorem, 
being  put — 

Mr.  Root  opposed  the  amendment,  and  made 
some  remarks  on  the  impolicy  of  leaving  the 
country  open  to  foreign  competition,  in  an  article 
which  it  was  so  important  to  encourage  the  do- 
mestic increase  of.  .  He  hoped  the  House  would 
not  agree  to  the  amendnieot  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  demanded  tbe  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to — yeas  73, 
nays  42,  as  follows : 

YxAs — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  Baer,  Baasett, 
Baylies,  Bennett,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Breckeniidge,  Cal- 
bouUf  Champion,  CiUey,  Clayton,  Conner,  Cooper, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cudibert,  XiaTenport, 
Bdwards,  Forney,  Gasien,  Gold,  (^oevenor,  Hahn, 
Hale,  Hardin,  Uepkinson,  Hulbeit,  Hungerferd,  bg- 
faam,  Kent,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Maday,  Ifuiii,  Mason, 
McKee,  MeLean  of  Kentudty,  Middlelott,  Mflnor, 
Mosel^,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Newton,  Picker- 
ing, Pinknay,  Piper,  Pitkin,  PImsanta,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Ross,  Reggies,  Sergsent,  Ochenck,  Stanfbtd, 
Steams,  Sturges,  Tate,  Throop,  Vese,  WaUaee,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Werd  of  New  Y(Mk,  Webster,  Wendover, 
Wheaton,  Wiliiam  Wilson,  Woodward,  ifaneey,  and 
Yates. 

Naxs — ^Messn.  Adgate,  Atberton,  Baker,  Barboor, 
Bateman,  Brooks,  Brown,  Bryan,  fiumside,  Caldwell, 
Chappell,  Clarke  of  NorthCaroUna,  Comstock,  Croch- 
eron, Darlington,  Desha,  Fozsyth,  Goldsborongb,  Grif- 
fin, Hall,  Hammond,  Hawea,  Heister,  Herbert,  Jewett, 
Johnson,  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr  of 
Virginia,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Langdon,  Lowndes, 
Lumpkin*  Lyls^  Lyon,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  Moore,  Mnr- 
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fiee,  Nalflon  of  Yiiginimy  Nojei,  Ormtbyy  Purii,  Piek- 
ens,  PbwelJ,  Raynoldi,  Rouie»  Root,  Savagei  Sharpei 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Bmith  of  Virginia,  Soathard*  Tanl, 
TayiorofSonth  Carolina,  Telfair,  Townaend,  White- 
aido,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  Wilkin,  Willoughby,  and  Wright. 

Mr.  FosBTTH  then  moTed  to  strike  oat  the 
whole  of  the  amendment  adopted  by  the  Com- 
mittee, to  graduate  the  doty  on  imported  cottons, 
(by  laying  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  for  two 
years,  from  the  30th  of  June,  of  tweaty*five  per 
oent.  for  two  years  thereafter,  and  then  of  twenty 
per  eent.,)  except  the  last  named  sum ;  in  other 
words,  to  reduce  the  duty  on  cottons  to  twenty 
per  cent,  from  June  next. 

This  motion,  involving  the  general  question  of 
the  degree  of  protection  proper  to  be  afforded  to 
domestic  manufactures- 
Mr.  Gaston  rose  and  delivered  his  opinions  in 
oppcniiion  to  the  policy  of  burdening  the  com- 
monity^by  an  extravagant  duty  on  imports,  for 
the  purpose  of  encouraging  domestic  manufac- 
tures.   Mr.  G.  spoke  about  an  hour. 

Mr.  Cdtbbbrt  followed  on  the  same  side  of 
the  question,  in  a  speech  of  about  the  same  length ; 
when  the  question  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  66,  nays  69,  as  follows : 

YsAs — ^Messrs.  Ardfer,  Baer,  Barbour,  Bassett, 
Brockeniidge,  Bryan,  Caldwell,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clayton,  Culpeper,  Cnth- 
best,  Edwards,  Forney,  Fonytb,  GaMon,  Qoldabo- 
rangh,  Hale,  Hall,  Hardin,  Heister,  Henderson,  Her^ 
bert,  Hoger,  Hvngeribrd,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Kerr  of  Virginia,  Lewist  Love,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Ljon, 
McCoy,  McKee,  Middleton,  Moore,  Moseley,  Marfree, 
Nelson  of  Massaehnietts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Noyes, 
Pickens,  Pickering,  Pleasants,  Randolph,  Roane,  Root, 
Ross,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanlbrd,  Bteamiy  Stnrges, 
Tate,  Taylor  of  North  CaroUna«  Telfair,  Thomas,  Vose, 
Ward  of  Massaehnsetts,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  Woodward, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats-— Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Atherton,  Bate- 
man,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Betts,  Birdsall,  Boss,  Brooks, 
Calhoon,  Chappell,  Comstock,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crocheron,  Darfington,  Davenport,  Desha,  Gold»  Orif- 
fiuj  Hahn,  Hammond,  Hawes,  Hopkinson,  Holbert, 
Ingham,  Johnson  of  Ky.,  Kent,  Ijangdon,  Lyle,  Maclay, 
Mazsh,  Mason,  Mayrant,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mil- 
nor,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Pinkney,  Piper,  Pitkin, 
Powell,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rnggles,  Sergeant,  Savage, 
Schenck,  Sharpe,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Tag- 
gart,  Tanl,  Throop,  Townaend,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New 
York,  Ward  of  New  JenMy,  Wendover,  Willoughby, 
and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Mr.  Wriqbt  then,  after  declaring  his  belief 
that  many  members  had  voted  on  the  question, 
who^  from  being  interested  in  its  decision,  were 
of  right  excluded  by  a  decision  of  the  House, 
submitted  the  following  proposition,  which  was 
read: 

**  That  no  member,  being  a  proprietor,  or  having  any 
share  in  any  factory  of  cotton  or  cotton  yam,  was,  by 
the  rules  of  this  House,  entitled  to  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion fixing  the  duty  on  the  importation  of  articles  of 
cotton  imported  into  America." 

Before  the  question  waa  put  on  this  resolution, 
a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  carried. 
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Mr.  Creiohton,  from  the  Committee  on  rhe 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  "  to  authorize  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Ohio  to  sell  a  certain  part  of  a  tract  of 
land  reserved  for  the  use  of  that  State,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment;  and  the  bill  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  t>ale  of  lands  forfeited  to 
the  United  States,  in  the  district  of  Jeffersonville, 
at  the  land  office  in  said  district. 

Mr.  Bastoii,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  19ih  of  February  last,  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri, made  a  report  thereon,  which  was  read, 
when  Mr.  £.  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain frontier  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Savage,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructea  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  annexion  the  county  of  Renssel- 
laer,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  to  the  northern 
district  of  said  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
increasing  the  pension  of  Gteorge  Shannon. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit ; 
^An  act  to  increase  the  pensions  of  invalids  in 
certain  cases ;  for  the  relief  of  invalids  of  the  mili- 
tia ;  and  for  the  appointment  of  pension  agents  in 
those  States  where  there  is  to  commissioner  of 
loans,"  and  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1816,''  were 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  ha?e  passed  "An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  subscffibers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States^"  with  amendments.  The  Senate  have 
also  passed  a  bill  "  supplementary  to  an  act,  en- 
titled, 'An  act  to  incorporate  a  cocnpaoY  for 
making  certain  turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of 
Columbia ;"  in  which  amendments  and  bill  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

THE  TARIFP. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  being  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
duties  on  imports-*-Mr.  Wright's  motion,  to  ex- 
clude from  voting  all  members  concerned  in 
manufacturing,  being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  expressed  his  regret 
that  his  colleague  had  offered  the  resolution,  and 
made  one  or  two  remarks  on  its  impropriety  ; 
after  which. 

The  resolution  was  withdrawn  by  the  mover, 
and  the  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Forbtth'b 
motion,  so  to  amend  the  ainendment  of  the  com- 
mittee respecting  the  duty  on  imported  cottons,  as 
to  substitute  a  duty  thereon  of  twenty  per  cent, 
ad  valorem  from  the  30th  of  June  next. 

Mr.  Wright  proposed  to  modify  this  amend- 
ment, by  making  the  duty  twenty-one  per  cent., 
which  he  thought  was  an  ample  protection,  and 
with  which  the  manufacturers  ought  to  be  satisfied. 
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Mr.  Smith  objected  to  this  modificatioD,  be« 
cause  it  varied  io  sp  small  a  degree  frona  the  origi- 
nal motion.  He  had  hoped  that  some  gentleman 
would  propose  to  return  to  thetwenty^five  per  cenu 
leported  by  the  Committtee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
woich  he  would  prefer  as  a  permanent  protection. 

Mr.  Haboin  moved  still  further  to  amend  the 
original  motion  by  making  the  duty  twenty-five 
per  cent,  for  two  years  after  June,  and  twenty 
per  cent,  thereafter;  which  Mr.  Wbiobt  accept^ 
ed  as  a  modification  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Mason  then  spoke  at  coasiderable  length 
on  the  general  question  of  protection,  giving  a 
summary  history  of  the  rise  of  cotton  maaulac- 
tares  in  this  country,  and  adducing  various  state- 
ments and  calculations  to  prove  the  necessity  of 
a  high  duty  in  order  tosuattua  the  existing  man- 
ufactures. 

Mr.  HoPKiNSON  remarked,  that  the  arguments 
submitted  by  Mr.  Mason  were  so  conclusive  on 
his  mind  of  the  neoessity  of  a  liberal  protection, 
that  they  bad  decided  him  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hab* 
oin's  amendment. 

Mr.  Pickering  argued  a  short  time  against 
an  extravagant  duty,  as  uQQecessary  for  a  taa- 
soaable  protection,  not  believing  that  the  existing 
manufactures  required  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per 
cent  for  two  years;  after  which,  the  question  on 
Mr.  Habmn's  motion  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  84,  nay  60,  as  follows: 

YsAs — Messrs.  Archer,  Atherton,  Baer,  B«irboiir» 
Bassett,  Bradbury,  Breckenadge,  Baraside,  Ghas^bo, 
Chan»^>  CiUey,  Clarke  ef  North  Carolina*  Clayton, 
Colpeper,  Cnthberft,  Edwards,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gas- 
ton, Goldeborough,  Ooodinrn,  Grosvsnor,  Hale,  HalL 
Hanson,  Hardm,  Hawes,  Heister,  Henderson,  Herbert, 
Hc^kinson,  Huger,  Hungeribrd,  Jewet^  Johnson  of 
Vs.,  Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia^  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lovett.  Lowndes,  Lump- 
kin, Lyon,  McCoy,  McKee,  Middleton,  Moore,  Mose^ 
le^.  Nelson  of  Mississippi,  Nelson  of  Vu-ginia,  Noyes, 
Pickens,  Pickering,  Fmkney,  Pleasants,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Roane,  Root,  Ross,  Roggles,  Bheflfoy,  Smitb  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  Yufginia,  Steams,  Stuart,  Stniges, 
Taggart,  Tate,  Taylor  of  Soath  Carolma,  Telfidr, 
Thomas,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massaehusetts,  Webster, 
Whiteside,  WUooz,  WUde,  Woodward,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

Nats— Messm.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Baker,  Bate- 
man,  Baylies,  Bennett,  Betts,  Birdsall,  Boss,  Brooks, 
Calhoun,  Chipman,  Clendennin,  Comstock,  Con- 
ner, Crawford,  Creighton,  Crooheron,  Darlington, 
Davenport,  Desha,  Glasgow,  Gold,  GriflSn,  Hahn, 
Hulbert,  Ingham,  Irwin  of  PennsyWania,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lyle,  Maclay,  Marsh,  Mason, 
Mayrant,  McLean,  Milnor,  Newton,  Parris,  Piper, 
Pitkin,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Sergeant,  Savage,  Schendi, 
Shaipe,  Southard,  Strong,  Taut,  Throop,  Townseod, 
Wallace,  Ward  of  New  Yoik,  Wewlover,  Wheaton, 
Wilkin,  Willoughby,  William  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

Mr.  Mason  then  moved  further  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  the  minimum  duty  of 
twenty  per  cent,  and  the  limitation  to  the  twenty- 
five  per  cent.,  as  reported  originally  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Habdin  opposed  this  motion,  and  wished 
he  could  ascertain  what  gentlemen  really  want- 


ed. They  fiiel  voted  lor  thirty  per  eem.  for  two 
yeoiv,  thca  for  twenty<4v«,  for  thoeame  period; 
and  he  bad  no  dovht  they  wooM  nest^  rery  wit- 
ling to  aeeepc  twenty  per  cent.  Their  poliey 
seemed  to  be  to  get  all  they  could  and  keep  w^at 
thevgoL 

Mr.  HuLOBBT  replied  to  Mr.  Habbim,  denying 
aiiy  impropriety  in  the  conrae  adopted  by  tbe 
friends  of  the  manufaetiirera;  showing  that  they 
had  asked  no  further  protection  than  the  Beew- 
tary  of  the  Treaenry,  aOer  loag  inquiry,  made  by 
the  order  of  Congress,  nod  matnre  piepanttioBy 
had  reoommended  as  a  proper  and  necessary 
encouragement;  that  the  House  havo  decided 
against  the  thirty-three  per  cent  reported  in  the 
tariff  of  the  Secretary,  they  wished  only  now  lo 
bring  back  the  duty  to  what  waa  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaas. 

The  motion  made  by  Mr.  Mason,  »ad  the 
qiMstton  of  concnnring  or  diaagreeiag  whh  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  being  the  same,  Me. 
Mason  withdrew  hia  amendment,  and  the  ques- 
tion recurred  on  agreeing  with  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  Hoctae  in  their  amendaMot,  ns 
amended  by  Mr.  HAamn'o  motion. 

On  this  question  there  was  much  desultory  do- 
bate  ;  a  few  only  of  the  gentlemen  who  partiei- 
paled  entering  into  the  general  aakjeot. 

Mn  OaoavBNon  h^oIk  in  iavor  of  the  gvadu- 
ted  duty.  He  argued,  that  as  it  had  been  admitled 
on  all  .hands  that  pmeeot  pioieotion  only  waa  ne- 
cessary to  the  mannfactuiien,  and  as  they  had 
aokoewledged  that  twentyr-fiTo  per  cent,  waa 
sufficient  for  that  purpose,  n  was  of  course  too 
high  for  a  permanent  duty,  and  he  was  opposed 
to  it.  '^^ 

Mr.  Gaston  replied  to  some  previous  remarks 
of  Mr.  HuLBBBT,  and  stated  a  fact,  that  a  major- 
ity of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
at  first  in  favor  of  twenty  per  cent,  only  until  the 
day  of  the  report,  when  a  comprooouse  had-  taken 
place  with  the  gentlemen  who  wish  a  higher 
duty,  and  twenty-five  per  cent,  was  reported  in 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Tblfaib  spoke  as  follows :  On  the  subject  > 
of  impost  I  hold  it  a  sound  general  rule  that  no  * 
other  or  higher  duties  should  be  laid  than  are  both 
necessary  and  proper  for  the  pnrpoaes  of  revenaeb 
To  attempt  more,  necessarily  increases  the  in* 
duccmeats  to  smuggiingj  a^i  if  the  enooongfr> 
ment  of  naanufikctorei  be  the  object,  it  is,  in  ef« 
feet,  to  plunge  on  the  wide  ocean  of  uncettaioiyt  / 
[guided  by  factitious  lights,  emanating  from  the  - 
selfishness  alone  of  those  who  tender  them,  and   ' 
which  never  can  be  relied  upon  for  the  purposes   ^ 
of  wise  legislation. 

I  will  not  deny  but  that,  in  the  imposition  of 
duties  for  the  purposes  of  revenue,  it  is  wise  so  to 
select  your  objects  that  while  the  original  latent 
is  secured,  the  interest  of  the  manufacturer  may 
be  regarded  as  an  incidental  consideration.  Bat 
what  is  the  character  of  the  measure  before  you  ? 
Instead  of  contemplating  the  protection  and  en- 
couragement of  manufactures  as  secondary  or 
collateral,  it  refers  to  them  as  the  primary  and 
essential  cause  of  legislation ;  instead  of  the  ben- 
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afils  flowing  to  them  bting  eoosideried  merely  as 
•Oine  alh»viation  of  krardeiis,  made  necessary  by 
the  wants  of  the  Gbremixieat,  theif  encdarage- 
meut  has,  in  the  whole  coarse  of  the  discusnon, 
beea  placed  in  the  foreground,  and  admitted  to  be 
the  principal  object  for  which  so  enormous  a  tax 
n  laid  upon  the  people  of  thiseoUntry^a  tax.  the 
proceeds  of  which,  so  far  as  if  means  prot^ctiob, 
are  never  to  enter  the  coffers  of  the  nation,  but, 
by  a  species  of  magic,  transf^h^d  from  the  hands 
oi  the  consumer  into  those  of  the  manufacturer — 
paid  by  the  people  indeed,  bdt  not  for  the  purposes 
of  Qoyerumenc. 

The  support  of  this  bill  rests  upou  tWo  consid- 
erations.   Fir&c,  it  10  urged  that  the  course  of 
measures  pursued  by  Gtovemmeut  for  some  time 
previous  to,  as  well  as  during  the  war,  had  the 
tendency  of  a  pledge  of  support.    This  sugges- 
tion Involves  a  principle  of  more  importance  than 
at  the  first  glance  will  appear.    Is  it  to  be  held 
that,  if  the  Government  m  the  pursuit  of  some 
important  object,  either  the  establishment  of  its 
rights,  or  the  avenging  its  wrongs,  shall  pursue  a 
course  of  measures,  the  indirect  and  undesigned 
tendencjr  of  which  shall  be  to  foster  any  particu- 
lar species  of  industry,  that  thence  it  derives  a 
claim  to  future  encouragement  aad  protection, 
even  at  the  expense  of  aU  others?    To  what  an 
infinite  order  of  pledges  would  such  a  system 
give  rise  ?    Scarcely  a  single  variation  can  be 
made  in  the  ordinary  policy  of  the  nation  but 
must  engender  an  obligation  of  this  kind.    A 
change  from  peace  to  war  necessarily  injures  the 
immediate  interests  of  commerce  and  agricul- 
ture ;  a:  return  of  peace  alike  injures  those  insti- 
totidns  which  grow  op  amid  the  circumstances 
of  war.    Is  the  nation,  after  alt  th^e  changes  and 
effects,  to  hold  itself  as  bound  to  compensate  the 
losses  of  those  who  may  have  suffered?    I  pre- 
sume this  will  not  be  urged.    But  I  may  be  told 
that  the  manufacturing  class  constitutes  so  small 
a  portion  of  the  comniunity.  that,  while  public 
policy  requires  it,  they  may  oe  sustained  by  less 
injury  to  the  others  and  less  expense  to  the  Gov- 
erament,  and  therefore  they  should  be  upheld. 
Sir,  I  deem  it  unsafe  to  legislate  for  particular 
interests.    Did  not  the  interest  of  the  merchant 
and  the  planter  suffer  under  those  very  causes 
which  cherished  the  manufacturer?.   While  the 
latter  was  aceumulatiog  wealth,  were  not  the  for- 
mer consuming  their  capital  ?    And  because  they 
now  begin  to  derive  a  profit,  is  it  wise  and  just 
in  us  to  rob  them  of  it  by  increasing  the  expenses 
of  articles  of  consnmptiou,  merely  to  contribute 
such  a  bounty  to  the  manuuicturer  as  will  enable 
him  to  derive  something  like  his  accustomed 
profits  ?    And  upon  what  evidence  are  you  about 
to  award  the  protection  asked  for  ?    You  are  told 
by  the  persons  interested,  that,  without  some  aid 
from  the  Go  verb  men  t,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
them  to  sustain  the  shock  of  foreign  importations 
which  threatens  to  overwhelm  them.    They  ex- 
hibit to  you  no  particular  statements,  but  in  gen- 
eral call  for  duties,  almost  amounting  to  prohi- 
bition, of  the  articles  upon  which  they  are  laid. 
You  are  not  advised  of  the  expenses  they  have 


incurred  in  founding  their  establishments ;  of  the 
price  of  labor  to  be  employed  in  supporting  th^th : 
of  the  costs  of  the  raw  material ;  of  the  profit 
which  they  are  in  the  habit  of  enjoying,  or  which 
may  be  necessary  for  them  to  outlive  the  storm. 
But,  in  your  munificeikce,  you  are  about  totfllow, 
by  way  of  bounty,  five  per  cent,  more  than  is  t^- 
quired  for  revenue  upon  cottons  and  wooUens,  ; 
which  is  as  much  as  the  duties  during  the  war, 
and  one  hundred  per  cent,  more  than  those  prior  I 
to  the  #ar.    In  words  you  are  called  upou  for  ^ 
protection^ot  what  are  the  ideas  involved  iti  this  ; 
phrase  ?    Why,  that  the  planter  of  this  couuti'y, «' 
who  consumes  the  article  manufactured,  shall  be  . 
made  to  pay  the  difference  between  the  wages  of  f 
labor  in  the  factory  and  field,  together  with  th^  | 
difference  of  profit  which  superior  skill  in  the 
foreign  manufacturer  gives  over  the  mantrfkc-  ^ 
lorer  of  this  country.    In  one  word,  all  articles  t 
are  made  dear  to  the  consumer,  whether  of  fbr-^  ^ 
eign  or  domestic  fabricatiou,  merely  that  tht . 
manufacturer  may  derive  a  profit  upot  his  capi-  \ 
tal.    Now,  let  me  ask,  said  Mr.  T.,  is  the  agrt-*^ 
culture  of  this  country  in  a  condition  sufficiently 
thriving  to  make  this  sacrifice?    Are  its  prbfilii 
and  improvements  such  as  to  enable  it  to  spare 
the  amount  required?    Is  the  Government  {nre- 

Eared  to  say  that,  after  an  expensive  war  which 
as  embarrassed  its  finances,  or  the  people,  sifter 
the  privations  incident  upon  it,  to  admit,  that  it 
is  wise  to  grant  such  a  donation  with  no  better 
evidence  ot  its  necessity,  and  no  better  proofs  of 
its  efficacy  and  policy  than  the  testimony  ad- 
duced? But  the  agriculturist  in  Europe--and 
if  we  commence  the  system  of  protection  and 
favoritism,  the  agriculturist  here^will  be  con- 
tinually influenced  by  the  selfish  doctrines  of  this 
class  of  meuy  which  have  so  often  succeeded  in 
inducing  him  to  believe  that  their,  and  not  his, 
was  the  public  interest.  Their  policy  is,  and  ever 
has  been,  to  diminish  competition,  while  th^y 
extended  the  sphere  of  their  own  market.  Hence, 
every  suggestion  flowing  from  this  class  of  the 
community,  whatever  be  the  individual  inte||^rity 
of  character  of  its  members,  should  be  exaauued 
with  scrupulousness  and  even  suspicion. 

The  amount  of  surplus  duty  has  been  fairly, 
and  has  been  truly,  estimated  at  five  millitms  of 
dollars ;  for,  in  estimating  the  sacrifices  made  by 
the  people  of  this  Country,  it  is  but  just  to  add  the 
amount  laid  beyond  the  requisitions  of  the  reve- 
nue to  the  deficit  which  will  arise  from  its  oper- 
ation as  a  prohibition  to  importations— 'for  the 
latter  must  be  made  up  by  other  objects  of  taxa- 
tion ;  and,  therefore,  so  much  of  the  land,  as  well 
as  other  taxes  as  may  be  necessary  to  make  up 
this  deficit,  may,  and  ought  to  be  taken  into  the 
estimate  which  attempts  to  appreciate  the  bounty 
which  the  people  have  to  pay,  in  order  to  satisfy 
the  cupidity  or  a  few  manufacturers,  and  to  give 
trial  to  the  theorV  of  a  few  politicians. 

But  the  second  consideration,  and  that  which 
is  most  relied  on,  arises  from  the  policy  of  other 
nations,  and  promises  a  more  permanent  security 
to  the  independence  of  this  people.  Imposing, 
indeed,  is  such  a  ground  of  argument ;  and  if  the 
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independence  of  this  nation  either  required  or 
eouid  be  guarantied  by  this  bill,  abhorrent  inde^ 
would  be  all  opposition  to  it ;  bnt,  believing,  as  I 
do,  that  (be  liberties  of  this  people,  and  the  inde- 
dependence  of  this  (Government,  rest  on  a  basis 
too  firmly  laid  in  their  very  genius  and  nature  to 
require  such  protection,  for  one  I  will  not  consent 
to  adopt  the  measure  proposed.  After  having  ad- 
Tanced  in  prosperity  and  improvement  far  beyond 
the  march  of  any  other  nation  on  the  globe,  in 
the  same  period  of  time,  you  are  now  called  upon 
to  reject  the  admonitions  of  experience,  and  adopt 
a  part  of  the  very  policy  which,  with  reference  to 
the  people  of  Europe,  is  congenial,  because  it  de- 
notes the  absence  of  all  ideas  of  self-govern  meat. 
Tott  are  about  to  abjure  that  principle  which  was 
peculiarly  your  o  wo,  and  the  offspring  of  freedooL 
of  leaving  industry  free  to  its  own  pursuit  and 
regulation,  and  to  assume  to  yourself  tne  capacity 
and  right  of  judging  and  dictating  that  labor 
which  is  wisest  and  best  for  the  people  of  this 
country.  The  extent  of  territory,  the  exuberance 
of  our  soil,  the  ^nios  of  our  people,  the  princi- 
ples of  our  political  institutions,  have  in  their 
combination  decreed,  as  by  a  law  of  nature,  that. 
for  years  to  come,  the  citizens  of  America  shall 
obtain  their  subsistence  hy  agriculture  and  com- 
merce. And  we,  in  our  wisdom,  would  fain  issue 
a  counter  order,  to  withdraw  industry  from  its 
natural  and  accustomed  channels,  and,  by  our 
laws,  force  into  a  state  of  prematurity  the  manu- 
facturing enterprise  of  this  country.  But  we  are 
told  it  would  be  idle,  weak,  and  absurd  in  us, 
while  all  the  powers  of  Europe  are  devising  plans 
for  the  encouragement  of  manufactures,  to  let 
them  stagnate  for  want  of  national  aid.  To  this 
I  answer,  that  such  are  the  profits  and  enjoyments 
flowing  from  labor  in  the  ordinary  pursuits  of 
life  with  us.  that  you  cannot  draw  oflT  the  citizen 
and  tempt  him  to  a  new  and  less  active  pursuit, 
without  robbing  from  the  national  wealth  a  con- 
siderable portion  which  is  thrown  in  to  make  op 
his  profits.  Is  not,  then,  the  productive  labor  of 
the  country  thereby  diminished?  Has  not  a  great 
portion  of  it  been  thrown  away,  unless  some  great 
Denefit  is  derived  from  this  new  direction  of  in- 
dustry ?  And  is  the  policy  of  other  Governments 
to  be  urged  as  sufficient  justification  ?  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind,  that  the  circumsunces  of  our  coun- 
try are  totally  diflTerent  from  those  of  Europe ; 
there,  a  crowded  population  causes  it  to  be  an  ob- 
ject of  real  national  imponanee  to  discover  means 
of  employment  for  the  many  hands  which  would 
otherwise  encumber  society.  With  us,  however, 
the  case  is  widely  different.  Here^  every  hand 
would  find  ample  employment  in  tilling  the  earth; 
and  the  calls  of  society  are  sufficient,  without 
bounty,  to  give  occupation  to  such  as  prefer  other 
employments  to  those  of  agriculture.  And  every 
occupation  which  requires  the  aid  of  bounty,  con- 
tains within  itself  a  proof  that  it  is  not  produc- 
tive of  national  wealth,  though  it  mav  be  of  na- 
tional glory.  I  must  protest  against  the  habit  of 
resorting  to  the  regulations  of  other  governments, 
aa  rules  by  which  to  quadrate  our  own.  E^cause 
the  Governments  of  the  Old  World  have  resorted 


to  this  mode  of  facilitating  the  collection  of  taxes 
by  creating  protuberances  upon  the  body  politic, 
are  we  to  be  iofluenoed  by  their  examples  ?  Be- 
cause monopolies  have  for  ages  become  familiar- 
ized to  them,  are  we  to  disregard  the  evidence  in 
favor  of  an  unshackled  porsoit  of  our  own  inter- 
est, and  in  despite  of  the  warning  voice  of  these 
very  nations,  which  attests  the  ruinous  effects  of 
such  a  policy  upon  every  principle  held  sacred  by 
the  friends  of  freedom,  are  we  to  give  aid  to  a  fa- 
vorite class  of  the  community  by  m  tax  upon  the 
rest  7  Like  the  State  banks,  sir,  these  manufac- 
tures grew  up  while  a  state  of  war^ve  a  fever- 
ish heat  to  our  political  atmosphere,  because  the 
temporary  wants  of  the  people  and  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  sluggish  state  of  trade,  required 
them.  The  return  of  peace  has  diminished  the 
demand  for  the  paper  of  the  one  and  the  fabrics 
of  the  other;  they  may  both  be  said  to  have  de- 
preciated in  their  relative  valne.  The  deprecia- 
tion of  bank  paper,  it  is  to  be  hoped^  will  be  ar- 
rested in  its  progress,  the  combination  of  these 
moneyed  monopolists  broken  as  to  all  capacity 
for  harm,  by  the  establishment  of  a  bank,  govern- 
ed in  part  by  ourselves,  and  by  other  ulterior  mea- 
sures m  contemplation.  But,  when  the  different 
manufacturing  States  may  have  deemed  it  wise 
to  follow  the  example  of  Great  Britain,  and  in- 
corporate the  different  maanfacturing  establish- 
ments, grant  them  exclusive  privileges,  prop  them 
by  by-laws,  and  regard  them  as  favorites,  how,  I 
ask,  are  you  to  control  the  mighty  combination 
to  which  such  a  policy  would  give  rise,  for  they 
can  concert  as  well  as  the  State  banks?  Will 
you.  in  such  event,  open  the  fipod-gates,  and  let 
m  the  ocean  of  foreign  goods  threatening  to  over- 
whelm them?  Certainly  not;  and  yet  this  would 
be  the  only  corrective  left  yon. 

Sir.  while  these  esublishments  grow  as  other 
branches  of  industry  have  done,  Ishail  ftt\  for 
them  no  hostility;  on  the  contrary,  my  preference 
weuld  be  given  to  articles  manufactured  by  them; 
but  their  interest  once  identified  with  that  of  the 
Government,  and  I  do  fear  them. 

It  has  been  remarked,  that  the  arts  flourish  in 
the  society  of  each  other ;  not  so,  however,  in  their 
infancy,  while  both  are  attempted  to  be  encoar- 
aged  at  the  same  time,  do  the  manufactures  and  the 
navy  spring  up.  For  all  the  protection  given  to  the 
former  is  a  deo  ucti  on  from  the  su  ppor t  of  the  latter. 

But  my  friend  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cal* 
H0I7R)  reproaches  us  with  a  disposition  to  relapse 
into  a  state  of  ease— a  generality  of  expression 
not  easily  definable.  Is  the  doctrine  which  leaves 
industry  to  those  pursuits  which  formed  the  he- 
roes of  New  Orleans,  braced  their  muscles  and 
fired  their  souls,  whicn  developed  a  power  to  coo- 
test  for  the  trident  of  the  ocean,  evincive  of  a  dis- 
position to  countenance  a  course  of  ease  ?  If  ease 
and  aversion  to  too  much  regulation  on  the  part 
of  Government  mean  the  same  thing,  I  am  dis- 
posed to  see  it  indulged  for  the  benefit  of  this  na- 
tion. If  the  contrary  of  ease  means  the  state  in 
which  all  Europe  is  concerned,  then  am  I  the 
more  anxious  to  retain  to  this  people  that  state  of 
ease  which  defies  too  much  regulation. 
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Mr.  Gold. — The  situation  of  the  district  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent  in  this  House,  the 
nameroas  petitions  which  hare  been  committed 
to  me  by  my  constituents,  to  be  presented  to  the 
House  for  relief,  under  pressing  embarrassments, 
make  it  my  duty  to  address  tne  House  on  this 
occasion. 

It  is  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  distinct  class  of  manu- 
facturers who  hare  petitioned  Congress  for  relief, 
but  almost  all  classes,  and  principally  the  farmers, 
have  embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  woollen 
and  cotton,  and  now  pray  at  your  hands  the  pro- 
tection of  their  interests,  put  in  so  great  jeopardy. 
It  is  proper,  I  should  state,  after  the  example  of 
some  who  have  preceded  me  in  debate,  that  I  too 
have  a  concern  in  those  manufactures. 

Let  not  any  honorable  gentleman  be  alarmed 
by  the  apprehension  that  a  general  system  of 
manufactures  is  about  to  be  introduced ;  that  this 
country  is  now  to  attempt  the  manufacture  of 
the  almost  endless  list  of  goods  contained  in  the 
importer's  invoice;  |no,  sir,  that  is  not  the  ques- 
tioo,  but  simply,  will  you  uphold  the  present 
maoufactures  of  woollen  and  cotton,  against  the 
inundation  of  foreign  fabrics,  co-operating  with 
the  unexampled  price  of  cotton,  to  their  destruc- 
tion? 

The  manufactures  Sn  question  areJln  the  lan- 
ffuai^e  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who 
has  m  his  Message  so  strongly  recommended  them 
to  the  protection  of  Congre8s,'^of  primary  want 
or  necessity ;  they  are  indispensable  to  the  com- 
munity, and  whenever  the  country  shall  be  in- 
Tolved  in  war  with  Qreat  Britain  (from  whom 
we  receive  our  supplies,  and  with  whom  the  rela- 
tions of  peace  and  trade  are  greatly  exposed  to  in- 
terruption) the  same  disgraceful  scenes  of  smug- 
gliog,  fraud,  and  perjuries,  will  be  reacted  This 
event  is  inevitable;  there  is  no  other  resort;  if 
the  country  does  not  furnish  the  goods,  they  will 
be  procured  from  abroad.  It  is  no  lignt  consid- 
eration, that  our  country  supplies  the  raw  material 
of  both  wool  and  cotton,  wnile  the  whole  of  the 
former  and  about  half  of  the  latter,  which  enters 
into  the  manufacture  of  imported  goods,  are  of 
foreign  growth,  and  much  or  the  cotton  of  an  in- 
ferior quality. 

Arkwright's  machinery  has  produced  a  revolu- 
tion in  the  manufacture  of  cotton ;  the  invention 
is  so  excellent,  the  effect  in  savin?  labor  so  im- 
mense, that  five  or  six  men  are  sumcient  for  the 
manaj^ement  of  a  factory  of  two  thousand  spindles, 
spinnug  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  twist 
or  yarn  yearly ;  the  other  hands  are  mere  child- 
ren,  whose  laoor  is  of  little  use  in  any  other  branch 
of  industry.  The  nation  which  does  not  avail 
itself  of  this  machinery,  and  pays  another  nation 
for  fabrics  produced  by  it,  sacrifices,  in  the  situa- 
tion the  United  States  are  now  placed,  the  entire 
Taloe  of  the  abridged  labor  saved  by  the  machinery. 
It  is  a  maxim  of  political  economy,  laid  down  by 
Sir  James  Stewart,  that  "a  nation  ought  to  re- 
strain, by  duty  on  importation,  that  which  may 
be  produced  at  home,  and  to  manufacture  as  mocn 
as  possible  of  the  raw  material." 

The  same  writer  says,  that  a  new  manufadure 


cannot  be  established  without  encouragement, 
without  restraint  on  importation;  old  establish- 
ments  in  possession  of  the  ground,  in  possession 
of  capital,  (a  most  important  consideration.)  in 
possession  of  extended  machinery,  with  all  the 
fruits  of  experience  in  skill  and  economy,  actuated 
by  z  jealousy  against  rival  establishments,  rising 
into  competition,  which  never  sleeps,  never  did 
cease,  in  any  age  or  country,  to  exert  their  undi- 
vided force  upon  these  rival  establishments,  and 
for  a  time  to  make  sacrifices  in  the  sale  of  their 
goods.  The  Qovernment  itself,  not  unfrequently 
lends  itself  by  bounties  on  exports,  to  such  unhal- 
lowed designs  upon  the  manufactures  of  other  na- 
tions ;  where  these  nations  have,  as  is  the  case  of 
the  United  States,  been  long  the  great  customers 
and  consumers  of  the  fabrics  of  such  Gk>vernmen€. 
Is  this  mere  declamation,  or  is  the  charge  supported 
by  facts,  attested  by  the  most  respectable  writers 
on  political  economy  ? 

"  Combinations  by  those  engaged  in  a  ptrticnlar 
brandi  of  business  in  one  country  to  frustrate  the  first 
eflbrts  to  introduce  it  into  another,  by  temporary  sacri- 
fices, recompensed,  perhaps,  by  extraordinary  indemni- 
fications of  the  Government  of  such  country,  are  believed 
to  have  existed,  and  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  destitute 
of  probability.  The  existence  or  assnranoe  of  aid  from 
the  Oovemment  of  the  country,  in  which  the  bnsineBa 
is  to  be  introduced,  may  be  essential  to  Ibrttiy  adven- 
toreni  against  the  dread  of  audi  combinatiotts^  to  detafc 
their  ^ects  if  fbrmed,  and  to  prevent  their  belnff 
foimed,  by  demonstrating  that  they  must  in  the  mm 
prove  frmtless." 

This  is  the  language  of  Secretary  Hamilton, 
one  of  the  brightest  stars  in  our  political  hemis- 
phere, in  his  report  to  the  House  of  Representt- 
tives,  on  manufactures,  in  the  year  1791.  He 
further  says,  In  the  same  report — 

*<  It  is  wall  known  (and  particular  examples  in  the 
course  of  this  report  will  be  cited)  that  certain  nations 
grant  bounties  on  the  exportation  of  particular  com- 
modities, to  enable  their  own  workmen  to  undersell 
and  supplant  all  competitors  in  the  country  to  which 
thes4  commodities  are  sent" 

The  enlightened  Secretary  stands  fully  sup- 
ported in  his  opinions  by  the  annals  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  Qreat  Britain,  and  in  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  Provincial  Governors  in  America 
with  that  Board,  (as  recorded  by  Anderson  on 
Commerce)  for  aoove  half  a  century.  The  ^reat 
Blarl  of  Chatham,  the  least  hostile  of  the  British 
Ministry  to  America,  in  his  speech  in  the  Rouse 
of  Lords  on  the  address  to  the  King  in  1770.  (2d 
vol.  of  his  life,  p.  92,)  declares  his  great  alarm 
for  the  manuAicturiog  interests  of  Great  Britain, 
at  the  first  efforts  at  manufactures  in  America. 
The  same  alarm  was  manifested  at  the  non-im- 
portation associations  of  the  American  Colonies 
under  the  stamp  act  of  1765,  and  those  associa- 
tions forced  from  the  Ministry  the  repeal  of  that 
darling  measure. 

Mr.  Brougham,  a  distinguished  British  writer, 
in  his  "inquiry,"  published  in  1803,  states,  that 
"  the  mere  bat  manufactory  of  Massachusetts  was 
an  object  of  jealousf  to  the  British  Legislature." 
He  further  states,  that  "  statutes  were  passed  in 
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tbe  reign  of  George  the  2d,  prohibiting  the  erec- 
tion of  furnaces,  «c.  in  America." 

An  honorable  member  of  this  House  from  Con- 
necticut, in  his  invaluable  treatise  on  "Statistics," 
recently  published,  pages  5, 8,  and  9,  has  given  a 
ju$t  description  of  tne  cootinuiog  hostile  policy 
of  Great  Britain  to  Aoierican  iqanufactures. 

Upon  what  other  principle,  sir,  can  it  be,  that 
hitherto  double  duties  have  added  nothing  to  the 
price  of  cottons  in  the  market  1 

I  beg  leave, sir,  now  to  refer  to  the  Parliamentary 
bi^tory  of  the  interesting  events  which  led  to  the 
entire  exclusion  of  India  cotton  fabric*  from  con- 
4i;mption  in  Great  Britain.  In  this  we  shall  find 
a  picture  of  our  own  times,  the  same  causes  oc- 
curring to  oppress  manufactures,  and  a  ramedv 
riich  more  severe  for  the  evil  is  now  proposed, 
refer,  sir,  to  the  6th  vol.  page  877  and  941,  of  An- 
4erson^s  Commerce,  coQtinued  by  Combe,  under 
the  year  17B7.  From  this  bistpry  the  following 
f^cts  appear : 

That  ^rkwriffht's  machinery,  then  recently  in- 
vented, had  p^'od^oed  a  revolution  in  the  CQttpn 
I9^anufacture« 

Thit  such  are  the  diAovUi^  itl^ei^d^  tb^e  e«^ 
;alui9bi?veAt  pi  U«w  «ugamfai;tMfe&t^»t,  bi>d  ladia 


r 


ikt^  puxppse  Qf  iMj^eaelMAg  8ftd  f uiaiog  tjbf  mOr 
ith  manvfaAliife. 

This  same  East  India  Company  is  aow  laiuBf 
ihie  w»»  if^pon  i^vinat  Lh«  Amerioan  m^nu- 
l^tttf ^^  aid<ld  ia  this  by  Great  Britaia,  which 
Iblit  Commny  wieldad  against  the  British  in  1787, 
i^d  the  f  nect  in  pio^tratiog  then  is  as  certain. 
If  the  British  faci^iea  coiild  not  stand  i^inti  tbe 
JS^9t  Indi.%  impPi:^UAQ»hpwis  it  ppsa^ible  tb^  the 
jl^nerigiii  <ian  7 

Xha  pr«w»t  Ywm.atate  q(  oqr  cotfpA  fiMJU)r 

ri»6,A<^  ^batits^Ay  9t  th«n^  V^  wJhoUy  cpsgwdf^) 
Qihers  p»i^illy,  iRtiat  h«  knQwa  to  miiy  mMOr 

bers  of  this  House,  who  kmrt  ao  cmuMna  in  l^ 
eatabliehments.  He  who  listens  to  apd  acts  iif  on 
suggeationa  to  the  contrary,  will  hereafter  ezpe* 
lience  deep  regret. 

I  proce^  to  notice  some  objections  to  encour- 
aging manufactures.  It  is  s^id,  that  "industry 
ought  to  be  left  free  tiQ  its  own  cou/se."  Now, 
sir,  this  is  true  or  fal»e,  according  to  circumstan- 
ces.   Like  quost  mipcims,  it  is  to  be  received  with 

alifieations  and  exceptions*    If  other  nations 


ppt  ihe  rule,  it  isgeneraUy  tf  ue ;  but  if  a  nation 
:e  Great  Britain  shall  swell  her  negotiations  on 
manufactures  and  commerce  into  a  sy^tem-^into 
volumes — secured  by  severe  pemdtiesi  assumii^ 
to  manufacture  for  the  world]  and  excluding  the 
soanufaqtures  of  all  the  world ;  if  this  great  pol- 
icy is  pursued  wUh  a  steadv  eye  from  century 
to  century,  by  which  a  wealth  and  power  is  ac- 
q^uired  that  no  nation  of  ao  small  territory  ever 
aiiained,  doca  the  maxixa  apf  ly  ? 

So  severe  was  the  regulation  in  Great  Britain, 
that  cloth  of  foreigp  wool  w:a9  by  statute,  in  the 
reiga  of  Henry  IJt^  required  to  be  burned.    Ail 


attempts  to  transfer  her  artisans  or  the  iostraoianu 
of  manufacture  to  other  nations  are  severely  pun- 
ished. At  times  a  bounty  is  given  on  the  export 
of  floods,  as  well  as  on  the  import  of  the  mw  ma- 
terial. As  lb  India  cotton  fabrics,  the  admissioB 
for  consumptipo  is  prohibited  in  France,  Holland, 
and  other  European  Governments,  as  well  as  by 
Great  Britain. 

Agriculture  is  certainly  the  great  and  finvorite 
theatre  of  industry  in  the  United  States,  and,  so 
long  as  our  surplus  products  can  find  a  good  for- 
eign market,  it  should  be  the  first  object.  Ba^ 
how  is  this  fact^  With  the  exception  of  a  pe- 
riod of  war,  no  sQch  market  is  found,  and  the 
grain  of  our  country  raised  beyond  consumption 
must  rot  in  the  granary.  l«ora  Sheffield,  ia  his 
Afnertcon  CbmoMrce,  Tpage  20,)  states  that  tliere 
never  was  a  good  mar£et  Tor  Aswrieaa  flour  aad 
wheal  fpr  more  thaa  three  or  four  yearr.  ThPUgh 
Europe  is  not  recovered  from  toe  shock  of  war} 
yet  Qieat  Briuin  is  now  giFiag  a  bounty  en  tbe 
export  of  grain.  » Where  can  the  United  States 
now  look  tor  a  inarket  for  her  grain  equal  to  that 
at  home? 

No  friend  of  his  eouatry  can  look  at  tbe  eaor-  *> 
mous  ipiportaiion  of  goods  into  the  Uaiied  Siatea, 
the  past  year,  without  concern.  The  Briliali 
acoojuats  give  thirty  millions  sterling  (aliove  one 
hundred  a^d  thirty  millions  of  dollars)  as  i)ie 
amount  of  her  export  ef  goods  to  the  United  Slat«i, 
while  our  whole  export  to  Great  Britain  ia  twenty* 
one  luiUions  only.  Is  it  possible  to  see  aueh  a 
course  of  trade  in  any  other  light  thaa  ^  most 
ruinous  to  the  country  1  ^U  the  balanoe  of  trade . 
be  against  a  nation,  it  is  her  interest  to  put  a  stop 
to  it,"  is  tbe  language  of  Sir  James  Stewart.  To 
ascertain  the  exact  balance  of  trade  is  always 
difficult,  but  it  is  nuuiiifest  that  the  United  States 
cannot  continue  this  present  course  of  trade  with 
Great  Britain  half  a  qosen  years  without  ruinouf 
oonsequeaces.  The  trade  of  the  United  States 
with  Great  Britain  has  always  been,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  both  couatries,  as  against  the  United  Statee ; 
but  the  balance  against  the  United  States  waa 
reimbursed  by  the Tavprable  trade  witb  the  West 
Indies  and  other  ports,  which  are  now  in  a  great 
degree  closed  on  us.  The  British  QQvernmeac 
appears  at  length  to  have  adopted  a  new  course 
91  poliey,  strongly  recpmmended  by  Mr.  Ander- 
son, the  eommercial  advocate  of  her  American 
provinces,  who  published  his  book  in  1814.  By 
this  policy  the  United  States  are  to  be  excluded 
from  tJhe  commerce  of  the  British  West  Indies, 
and  resort  is  to  be  had  to  the  Canadas  and  New 
Brunswick  for  supplies  for  the  West  Indies. 
Hence,  very  heavy  duties  are  laid  on  the  admis* 
sion  of  caj^oes  in  American  .ships,  and  our  qomr 
merce  is  to  be  hedged  ia  on  every  side. 

The  importation  of  cotton  ^ods  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  froip  British  possessions  has  been  much 
greater  than  is  generally  supposed.  In  each  of 
the  years  1806  and  1807,  it  was,  from  England 
nineteen  millioQs  of  dollars;  from  Scotland  and 
Calcutta,  about  five  millions.    During  the  laist 

Sear  the  importation  must  have  been  nearly  dou- 
le  this  amount. 
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It  is  farther  objected,  that  our  manafactnrers 
will  extort  eztrivagant  prices,  and  the  prices  diir* 
ia^  the  last  year  are  referred  to  in  support  of  the 
objection.  Is  this  charge  against  manufaetarers 
just?  Does  not  erery  member  of  this  Commit- 
tee know  that  the  charge  applies  equally  against 
all  classes  daring  the  late  war?  Did  not  the 
merchant  who  had  cloths  on  hand  profit  equally 
by  the  times  ?  Did  he  not  impose  100  per  cent, 
profit  on  his  peace  importation  7  Was  not  the  set- 
tled order  ofthings  unhinged  by  the  war,  and  did 
;iiot  all  classes  exact  the  most  extravagant  prices  ? 
H  the  manufacture  of  cottons  were  a  mystery,  con- 
fined to  a  few,  there  might  be  foundation  ror  the 
objection  ;  but,  the  fact  is,  the  manufacture  is 
slmple^macfaine  makers  greatly  multiplied-^nd 
the  manufacture  is  now  actually  spread  orer  more 
than  half  of  the  'United  States.  It  began  in  the 
East,  has  spread  to  the  West,  and  has  now  acta- 
alty  passed  the  moantains.  Instead  of  concert  to 
raise  prices,  competition  and  the  spirit  of  under- 
selling prerail  to  such  an  ex-tent,  that  tales  are 
often  made  without  a  profit. 

Justice  to  different  portions  of  the  Union,  and 
I  the  harmony  of  the  whole,  require  the  eacourage- 
4^  ment  of  manufactures. 

While  the  Sooth  has,  from  the.export  of  her 
cotton  and  tobacco  alone,  received  about  thirty 
millions  the  last  year,  the  Northern  and  Middle 
States,  havittff  no  such  f^^eat  staples,  must  of  ne- 
cessity turn  their  attention  to  manniacturing,  or 
become  greatly  impoverished,  to  the  injury  of  the 
whole.  The  relinquishment  of  the  port  duties 
bv  the  Northern  and  Middle  States,  to  the  amount 
Of  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  customs,  by  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  creates  an  equitable 
claim  to  such  an  adjustment  of  the  duties  as  shall 
favor  and  protect  the  interests  of  those  States. 

The  amount  of  duties  now  proposed  on  cottons 
and  woollens  will  be  found,  on  examination^  to 
be  less  than  the  average  or  the  specific  duties. 
The  reason  of  the  former  low  duties  on  woollens 
and  cottons  will  be  found  in  the  consideration 
that  at  that  time  the  manufacture  had  not  been 
in  any  degree  established  in  the  United  States. 
Had  the  manufacture  been  established  to  the 
extent  it  is  now,  instead  of  the  lowest,  a  much 
hiffher  rate  of  duties  would  have  been  imposed. 

Mr.  Inobam  spoke  in  reply  to  the  statements 
and  arguments  offered  by  Mr.  Gaston  yesterday. 

Mr.  Mason  again  advocated  a  high  duty,  and 
moved  to  strike  out  the  limitation  of  two  years 
to  the  twenty-five  per  cent,  and  insert  four  years. 
This  motion  was  negatived — ayes  67,  noes  72. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  then  proposed  to 
make  the  limit  of  the  twenty-five  per  cent,  duty 
three  years,  instead  of  two. 

This  motion  was  carried,  ayes  79,  noes  71-* 
and  then  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  as  amended,  (twenty-five  per  cent, 
for  three  years,  and  twenty  per  cent,  thereafter,) 
was  agreed  to  hr  a  large  majority. 

The  House  tnen  proceeded  with  the  remain- 
hig  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Oa  the  question  of  agreeing  with  the  commit- 
tee on  reducing  the  duty  on  imported  iron  from 


seventy-five  to  45  cents  per  one  hundred  Weight, 
Mr.  BuRNBtDE  demandeu  the  }reas  and  nays,  and 
the  amendment  was  concurred  in— for  the  amenif- 
ment  89,  against  it  51,  as  follows : 

YxAs— 'Messxs.  Alexander,  Archer,  AthertoD,  Bar- 
bottiy  Baylies^  Bom,  Bradbuiyi  Breckenridge..  BiTaa» 
Caldwell,  Champion*  Uhappel]«  Chipmaa,  CiUey» 
Clarke  ef  North  CaroUaa,  Clayton*  Coofer*  Craww 
foidy  Cvsighton,  Colpeper,  Cuthbeit,  Davenport  Bd- 
waxd0»  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Goldtboconi^,  Good- 
wyn,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Hanson*  Herbert,  Hofar* 
Hnlbert,  Hnngerfbrd,  Jewett*  Johnson  of  Viiyinia* 
Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  North  Carolina*  Lang- 
don,  Law*  Lewis,  Love,  Lovett*  Lowndes,  Luin|pkin* 
Lvon,  Marsh,  McCoy,  McKee,  Middleton,  Mloore, 
Moseley*  Morfiree,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Newton,  Noyes,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Fitkii^ 
Pleasants,  Randolph,  Reed,  Roane,  Ross,  Rngdea^ 
Savage,  8he^,  smith  of  Maryland*  Smith  ofVir- 
giida,  Steams,  Strong,  Stuart,  Stnrges,  Taytor  of 
Sooth  Carolina,  Tel&ir,  Thomaa,  Throop,  Vose,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Webster*  Wheatoo,  Wileo]^  Weoi- 
ward,  Wright,  and  Yancey — 89. 

NATfr-**Me8srs.  Adgate*  Baer*  Baker,  Baesett*  Fate- 
man*  Bennett,  Birdsall.  Brooks*  Bnmside*  Calhawi» 
Olepdennin*  Geaner,  Crodieran,  DaxUngton*  TNwha, 
Glaagew*  CJdd,  Gitffin*  Hahn,  Hammond*  Haidia« 
Bbiwea*  Hopkinson,  Ingham,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Kaiir 
tacky,  Lyle*  Maday*  Mason,  Mayiant,  McLean  of 
Kentod^t  Milnor,  Onnshy,  Parris,  Piper*  Sexgeanl^ 
Schenck,  Sharpe,  Soutbai^  Taggart,  Townaend*  Wal- 
lace, Ward  of  New  York*  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wen- 
dover,  Whiteside,  Wilkin*  WiUoughby*  Thos.  Wilson* 
WUUam  Wilson,  and  Yates— 5L 

In  the  progress  of  the  House  throufl^  the  other 
amendments  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  Uopkinbon 
made  an  unsuccessful  motion  to  raise  the  dnty  oa 
shot  to  three  cents  per  pound.  The  duty  orijgin- 
ally  was  one  cent,  and  raisted  by  the  Committee 
to  two  cents. 

The  House  disagreed  to  the  amendment  re- 
specting lead,  dry  or  ground  in  oil,  &c.,  and  re- 
stored the  duty  to  three  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  Stearn a  moved  that  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  which  reduced  the  duty  on  brown 
sugar  to  three  and  a  half  cents  per  poond  be 
amended,  by  further  reducing  the  duty  to  two 
cents  per  pound.  This  motion  was  decided,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  in  the  affirmative — for  the  aaiend^ 
meat  86,  against  it  56,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Baer,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Bennett* 
BirdsaU,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brooks,  Bnmside,  Cham- 
pion, Cha^ell*  CiUey,  Clarke  of  N.  Carolina,  Clayton* 
Clendenmn,  Comstock,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Crocks 
roa,  Cn^ieper*  Dwrtington,  Davenport,  Edwards*  Fof- 
ney*  Gaston,  Glasgow*  Goidsberongh*  Goodwyn,  Gree- 
veaor,  Halm*  Hale,  Heister,  Heiher^  HopkinooDj 
Huger,  Hongerford,  Jewett,  Kent*  Kerr  of  Virginia, 
King  of  North  CaroKna*  Jjangden,  Law,  Ijowis,  Love* 
Lovett,  Maday*  Marsh,  McKee,  Milnoi^  Moeeley* 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts*  Nelson  of  Virginia*  Nojes* 
Parris*  Pickering*  Piper*  Pitkin*  Pleasants*  Randolj^* 
Reed,  Roane,  Ross,  Ruggles*  Sergeant,  Savage,  Shcf- 
fey*  Smith  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Steams,  Sturges* 
Taggart*  Townsend,  Vose*  Wallace,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetts* Ward  of  New  York*  Webster,  Wendover* 
Whiteside,  Wilcox,  WiUdn,  Wifloughby,  Wimam 
Wilson*  Woodward*  Wright*  and  Yancey— ^6. 
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Nats — MeMn .  Adgate>  Alexander,  Archer,  Ather- 
lon,  Baker,  Barbonr,  Baaeett,  Betta,  Caldwell,  Cal- 
honn,  Chipman,  Conner,  Creighton,  Cathbert,  Deeha, 
Foraytli,  Gold,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hammond,  Hardin, 
Hawee,  Henderton,  Holbert,  Ingham,  Jackson,  John- 
aonof  Virg'a,  Johnson  of  Kentn&j,  Lowndes,  Lamp- 
kin,  Lyle,  Lyon,  Mason,  Majrant,  McCoy,  McLean 
«f  Kentucky,  Middleton,  Moore,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Pickens,  Pinkney,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Root,  Schenck, 
Bharpe,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Strong,  Taul,  Taykxr  of 
South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Thomas,  Wilde,  Thomas 
Wilson,  and  Yatea— 66. 

And  the  amendment  of  the  Committee,  as 
amended,  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  duly  on  lump  sugar,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Smith  of  Maryland,  was  then  reduced  to  ten  cents 
per  pound,  instead  of  twelve,  as  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  House  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  in  the  duty  on  wine,  and  restored  it 
to  one  dollar  per  gallon  on  London  particular 
Madeira,  and  eighty  cents  per  gallon  on  all  other 
Madeira. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pickering,  so  to 
amend  the  proviso  adopted  by  the  Committee 
respecting  India  cottons,  as  to  admit  all  importa- 
tions from  India,  within  one  year  after  the  30th 
June  next,  on  their  paying  25  per  cent,  on  the 
cost  of  the  goods  in  India,  with  the  addition  of 
the  usual  20  per  cent.;  in  other  words,  to  reduce 
the  amount  to  the  old  double  duty. 

Mr.  P.  advocated  his  motion  at  some  length, 
and  was  supported  with  zeal  by  Mr.  Ward,  of 
Massachusetts,  who  argued  that  it  would  be  un- 
just to  ruin  one  class  of  citizens  to  benefit  ano- 
ther, which  would  be  the  effect,  if  those  merchants 
who  had  sent  out  orders  to  India  were  subjected 
to  the  heavy  duty  reported  bv  the  Committee. 

Before  the  question  on  tnis  amendment  was 
taken,  a  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  adjourn. 

THnnsoAY,  April  4. 

Mr.  NbwtoiC}  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  declar- 
ing the  assent  of  Congress  to  acts  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  authorizing  the  City  Council  of 
Charleston  to  impose  and  collect  a  duty  on  the 
tonnage  of  vessels  from  foreign  ports ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  upon  the  subject  of  revenue. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  supplementary  to 
an  acL  entitled  'An  act  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany for  making  certain  turnpike  roads  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,''  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  took  up  for  consideration  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  incor- 

S»rate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
tates.    After  the  amendments  had  been  read — 
{if r.  Calbodn  observed,  that  he  had  examined 
the  amendments;  that  they  were  not  important; 
and  hoped  the  question  would  be  put  on  them 
generally. 


Mr.  Ranoolpb  objected  to  so  sodden  a  decis- 
ion on  tbe  amendments ;  at  so  early  an  hour,  tooL 
when  the  House  was  thin,  and  before  they  had 
been  printed.  He  moved  that  the  consideration 
of  the  amendments  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

This  motion,  after  some  further  conversation 
between  Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Ramoolpb,  waa 
agreed  to— ^yes  '60,  noes  55. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole^  on  the 
bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports— Mr.  PtCK* 
ERiNo's  motion  to  reduce  the  proposed  duty  on 
India  cottons,  to  the  rate  of  the  present  doable 
duties,  for  one  year  from  June  next,  being  stUl 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  PicKBRiifo  modified  his  motion  by  substi- 
tuting the  1st  of  March  for  the  30th  of  June, 
1817,  as  the  period  within  which  vessels  arriving, 
and  which  sailed  from  the  United  States  before 
the  1st  of  February  last,  are  to  be  allowed  the 
benefit  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  P.  added  some  remarks  to  those  he  offered 
yesterday  in  support  of  his  motion,  and  in  ex- 
planation of  the  difference  of  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject between  gentlemen  from  the  Eastern  States. 

Mr.  Mason  spoke  a  short  time  in  opposition  to 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  read  a  letter  on  the 
subject  from  certain  merchants  in  New  York, 
and  offered  some  commercial  explanations,  with- 
out pointedly  opposing,  though  not  in  favor  of 
the  amencimeot. 

Mr.  RaHdolpb  made  some  general  remarks  on 
the  trade  affected  by  the  proposed  amendment, 
and  on  the  inconsistency  of  the  policy  formerly 
and  now  pursued  on  the  subject  of  commerce. 
He  declared  his  unwillingness  to  sacrifice  the 
bona  fide  American  merchants  to  what  he  called 
the  mushroom  interest  which  had  sprung  into 
favor ;  and  argued,  at  some  length,  and  with  some 
invective,  against  the  object  ot  the  bill,  which  he 
characterized  as  a  scheme  of  public  robbery ;  and 
concluded  his  remarks  by  moving  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  whole  subject. 

After  some  conversation  on  the  subject,  Mr. 
Ramoolpb  withdrew  his  motion,  with  the  declar- 
ation, that  it  had  been  made  upon  mature  reflec- 
tion, and  that  he  should  offer  it  at  another  stage 
of  the  business. 

Mr.  Webster  advocated  Mr.  PiccBRiiro'a 
amendment,  as  an  act  of  strict  justice  to  those 
who  had  embarked  in  the  India  trade  before  the 
policy  of  the  Qovernment  on  the  subject  of  man- 
ufactures had  disclosed  itself,  and  before  they  had 
any  reason  to  expect  so  great  and  sudden  a  change 
in  that  policy,  and  argued  to  show  that  its  adop- 
tion would  not  injure  the  manufacturing  interest, 
as  the  goods  now  ordered  would,  in  any  eveat, 
arrive  in  the  country,  and,  being  selected  particu- 
larly for  this  market,  must  be  consumed  here,  no 
matter  at  what  loss  to  the  importer. 

Mr.  Tblfair  opposed  the  amendment,*  protest* 
ittg  against  taxing  the  community  one  dav  to  fos- 
ter the  interest  oi  the  manufacturers^  ana  on  the 
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next  to  seeore  to  the  mercantile  class  a  high 
profit,  and  against  legislating  for  particolar  cases 
iDrtead  of  on  a  general  and  national  scale. 

Mr.  WatoBT  argued  a  short  time  on  the  same 
side. 

Mr.  Ingham,  thooffh  very  friendly  to  the  man- 
ufactarers,  thoasht  the  amendment  fair  and  rea- 
sonable, and  sQch  a  one  as  ought  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  HuLBBRT,  also,  though  very  friendly  to  the 
manufacturers,  concurred  in  opinion  with  Mr. 
Ingbam,  and  thought  the  amendment  ought  to 
prevail. 

Mr.  Pitkin  supported  the  amendment  on  the 
same  grounds. 

Mr.  PioKEBiNG  replied  to  the  argument  of  Mr. 
Tblpair,  and  argued  further  in  support  of  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  HoPKiNSON  supported  the  amendment  at 
some  length,  on  the  ground  of  justice  to  the  mer- 
chants concerned,  declaring  that  it  was  giving 
them  no  more  than,  under  similar  circumstances, 
would  be  granted  to  them  by  an  enemy;  which 
point  he  supported  by  various  arguments  and 
iliostiattons. 

^  The  question  on  the  amendment  was  then  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative  bv  a  large  majority;  the 
word  **  nineteen''  being  sunstituted  therein  in  lieu 
of  ^  twenty-five,"  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cbampion, 
and  the  amendment  was  adopted  in  the  following 
words : 

**  Provided,  That  cotton  piece-goods  of  India,  im- 
ported in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  which 
shall  have  sailed  from  the  United  States  before  the 
first  day  of  February  last,  and  shall  arrive  therein  be- 
tween the  80th  of  June,  1816,  and  the  first  of  March, 
1817,  (the  original  eoet  of  whidi  cotton  piece-goods, 
at  the  pisce  whence  imported,  shall  have  been  less 
thaa  twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard^  shall  be  ad- 
mitted to  entry,  subject  only  to  a  duty  oSZZ^  per  cent 
on  the  cost  of  the  said  cotton  piece-goods  in  India, 
and  on  the  usual  addition  of  twenty  per  cent  on  that 
cost." 

The  remaining  amendments  reported  to  the 
hill  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  having  been 
successively  concurred  in — 

Mr.  Ramdolpb  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of 
the  proviso  of  the  second  section  as  fixes  the 
minimum  price  of  cotton  goods  (except  nankeens 
directly  from  China)  at  twenty>flve  cents  per 
aqaare  yard. 

Mr.  R.  then  entered  into  a  pretty  wide  discus- 
sion of  his  motion,  avowing  his  willingness  to 
encourage,  as  far  as  was  proper,  those  manufac- 
tures of  cloths  conducted  in  the  families  of  our 
citiiens,  and  argued  against  the  propriety  of  pro- 
moting the  manufacturing  establishments  to  the 
extent,  and  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  bilL 
and  against  layioff  up  eight  thousand  tons  of 
shipping  now  employed  in  the  East  India  trade, 
and  levying  an  immense  tax  on  one  portion  oi 
the  community  to  put  money  into  the  pockets  of 
another. 

Mr.  Calhoun.— The  debate  heretofore  on  this 
subject,  has  been  on  the  degree  of  protection  which 
ought  to  be  afforded  to  our  cotton  and  woollen 
manufactures;  all  professing  to  be  friendly  to 


those  infant  establishments,  and  to  be  willing  to 
extend  to  them  adequate  encouragement.  The 
present  motion  assumes  a  new  aspect.  It  is  in- 
troduced professedly  on  the  ground  that  manu- 
factures ought  not  to  receive  any  encouragement, 
and  will,  in  its  operation,  leave  our  cotton  estab- 
lishments exposeo  to  the  competition  of  the  cot- 
ton goods  of  the  Bast  Indies,  wnicb,  it  is  acknowl- 
edged on  all  sides,  they  are  not  capable  of  meet- 
ing with  success,  without  the  proviso  proposed  to 
be  stricken  out  by  the  motion  now  under  discus- 
sion. Until  the  debate  assumed  this  new  form, 
he  had  determined  to  be  silent;  participating,  as 
he  larffely  did,  in  that  general  anxiety  whien  is 
felt,  after  so  long  and  lalwrioBs  a  session,  to  tetam 
to  the  bosom  of  our  families.  But  on  a  subject 
of  such  vital  importance,  touching,  as  it  does,  the 
security  and  permanent  prosperitv  of  our  coun- 
try, he  hoped  that  the  House  would  indulge  him 
in  a  few  observations.  He  regretted  much  his 
want  of  preparation — he  meant  not  a  verbal  prep- 
aration, for  he  had  ever  despised  such,  but  that 
due  and  mature  meditation  and  arrangement  of 
thought,  which  the  House  is  entitled  to  on  the 
part  of  those  who  occupy  any  portion  of  their 
time.  But  whatever  his  arguments  might  want 
on  that  account  in  weight,  he  hoped  might  be 
made  up  in  the  disinterestedness  of  his  situation. 
He  was  no  manufacturer ;  he  was  not  from  that 
portion  of  our  country  supposed  to  be  peculiarly 
interested.  Coming,  as  he  did,  from  the  Sonth, 
having,  in  common  with  his  immediate  constitu- 
ents, no  interest  but  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
in  selling  its  products  high,  and  buying  cheap  the 
wants  and  conveniencies  of  life,  no  motive  could 
be  attributed  to  him  but  such  as  were  disinter- 
ested. 

He  had  asserted,  that  the  subject  before  them 
was  connected  with  the  security  of  the  country. 
It  would,  doubtless,  by  some  be  considered  a  rash 
assertion,  but  he  conceived  it  to  be  susceptible  of 
the  clearest  proof,  and  he  hoped,  with  due  atten- 
tion, to  establish  it  to  the  satisfiiustioo  of  the  House. 

The  security  of  a  country  mainly  depends  on 
its  spirit  and  its  means;  and  the  latter  principally 
on  lis  moneyed  resources.  Modified  as  the  in- 
dustry of  this  country  now  is,  combined  with  our 
peculiar  situation,  and  want  of  a  naval  ascend- 
ency, whenever  we  have  the  misfortune  to  be  in« 
volved  in  m  war  with  a  nation  dominant  on  the 
ocean,  and  it  is  almost  only  with  such  we  can  at 
preseiit  be,  the  moneyed  resources  of  the  country, 
to  a  great  extent,  must  fail.  He  took  it  for  grant- 
ed, that  it  was  the  duty  of  this  body  to  adopt 
those  measures  of  prudent  foresight  which  the 
event  of  war  made  neoessary.  We  cannot,  he 
presumed,  be  indiffereot  to  dangers  from  abroad, 
unless,  indeed,  the  House  h  prepared  to  indulge 
in  the  phantom  of  eternal  peace,  which  seemed  to 
possebs  the  dream  of  some  of  its  members.  Could 
such  a  state  exist,  no  foresight  or  fortitude  would 
be  necessary  to  conduct  the  afiTairs  of  the  Repub- 
lic ;  but  as  it  is  the  mere  illusion  of  tke  imagina- 
tion-—as  every  people,  who  ever  has  or  ever  will 
exist,  are  subjected  to  the  vicissitudes  of  peace 
and  war,  it  must  ever  be  considered  as  the  plain 
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diotaie  of  wisdom,  in  pm€«  to  prtpire  for  war. 
What,  then,  let  us  consider,  coostitute  the  re- 
aourees  of  this  country,  and  what  are  the  effects 
of  war  on  them?  Commerce  and  agricohure, 
till  lately,  almost  the  only,  still  oonstitnte  the 
pci&eipal  sources  of  oor  waalth.  So  long  as  these 
icnaiii  uninterrupted,  the  eouotrv  prospers ;  but 
war,  as  we  are  now  circumstanced,  is  equally  de- 
sftmetive  to  both.  They  both  depend  on  foreign 
markets,  and  our  country  is  placed,  as  it  regards 
them,  in  a  situation  strieuy  insular ;  a  wide  ocean 
rolls  between.  Our  commerce  neither  is  or  can 
be  protected  by  the  present  means  of  the  country. 
What,  then,  are  the  effects  of  a  war  with  a  mar- 
itime Power*-^with  England  7  Our  commerce  an- 
nihilated, spreading  indiridual  misery,  and  pro- 
diQcin^  national  poverty ;  our  agriculture  cut  off 
from  Its  accustomed  markets,  the  surplus  product 
of  the  farmer  perishes  on  his  naode ;  and  he  ceases 
to  produce,  because  he  cannot  sell.  His  resources 
are  dried  up,  while  his  expenses  are  greatly  in- 
QMased ;  as  all  manafactUKd  articles,  the  neces* 
sariea  as  well  as  the  conyenteneies  of  life,  rise  to 
aa  extravagant  price.  The  recent  war  fell  with 
peculiar  pressure  on  the  growers  of  cotton  and  to- 
MHCoo,  and  other  great  staples  of  the  country;  and 
the  same  stale  ot  things  will  recur  in  the  event 
of  another,  unless  prevented  by  the  foreni^ht  of 
Ihia  body.  If  the  mere  statement  of  facts  did  not 
carry  conviction  to  any  mind,  as  he  conceived  it 
is. calculated  to  do,  additional  arguments  might 
be  drawn  from  the  general  nature  of  wealth. 
Nekhcr  agriculiure,  manufactures,  nor  commerce, 
taken,  separately,  is  the  cause  of  wealth ;  it  flows 
fNm  the  thtee  combined,  and  cannot  exist  with- 
cat  each.  The  wealth  of  any  single  nation,  or 
any  individual,  it  is  true,  may  not  immediately 
depend  on  the  three,  but  such  wealth  always 
presupposes  their  existence.  He  viewed  the 
words  in  the  most  enlarged  sense.  Without 
eefluMflee,  industry  would  have  no  stimulus; 
wtthooi  manufactures,  it  would  be  without  the 
means  of  production;  and  without  agriculture, 
aeither  of  the  others  eaa  subsist.  Whea  separ- 
ated entirely  and  permanently,  they  perish.  War 
la  this  country  produces,  to  a  great  extent,  that 
efiect  ^  and  hence  the  great  embarrassments  which 
follow  in  iu  train.  The  failure  of  the  wealth 
and  resources  of  the  nation  necessarily  involved 
the  rain  of  its  finances  and  iiseurrenoy.  It  is  ad- 
mitted, by  the  most  strenuous  advocates  on  the 
other  side,  that  no  country  ought  to  be  dependent 
on  another  for  its  means  of  dmnoe;  that,  at  least, 
our  musket  and  bafonet,  our  cannon  and  ball, 
ought  to  be  of  domestic  manufacture.  But  what, 
he  asked,  is  more  necessary  to  the  defence  of  a 
oMifttry  than  its  currency  and  finance?  Circum* 
stSAced  as  oor  country  is,  can  these  stand  the 
shack  of  war  ?  Behold  the  efiect  of  the  late  war 
on  them !  When  our  manufactures  are  grown  to 
a  certain  perfection,  as  they  soon  will  under  the 
fostering  care  of  Ooverament,  we  will  no  longer 
experience  these  evils.  The  farmer  will  find  a 
read  V  market  for  his  surplus  produce ;  and,  what 
is  aunoBt  of  equal  consequence,  a  certain  and 
cheap  supply  of  all  his  wants.    His  prosperity 


wtU  diffuse  itself  to  every  class  in  the  commu- 
nity ;  and  instead  of  that  languor  of  industry,  and 
individual  distress  now  Inci&ntto  estate  of  war, 
and  suspended  commerce,  the  wealth  and  vigor 
of  the  community  will  not  be  materially^  impair- 
ed.   The  arm  of  Government  will  be  nerved,  and 
taxes  in  the  hour  of  danger,  when  essential  to  the 
independence  of  the  nation,  may  be  greatly  in- 
creased ;  loans,  so  uncertain  and  iiazardons,  may 
be  less  relied  on ;  thus  situated,  the  storm  may 
beat  without,  but  within  all  will  be  quiet  ana 
safe.    To  give  perfection  to  this  state  of  things, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  add,  as  soon  as  possible,  a 
system  of  internal  improvements,  and  at  least 
such  an  extension  of  our  navy  as  will  prevent 
the  cutting  off  our  coasting  trade.    The  advan- 
tage of  each  is  so  striking,  as  not  to  require  illus- 
tration, especially  after  Qkc  experience  of  the  re- 
cent war.    It  is  thus  the  resources  of  this  Gov- 
ernment and  people  would  be  placed  beyond  the 
Sower  of  a  iorei^  war  materially  to  impair 
lut  it  may  be  said,  that  the  derangement  iImb 
experienced  resulted,  not  from  the  cause  assigno^ 
but  from  the  errors  or  the  weakness  of  the  Gov^ 
ernment.  He  admitted  that  many  finanoiai  blun- 
ders were  committed,  for  the  subject  was  new  to 
us;  that  the  taxes  were  not  laid  sufficiently  early, 
or  to  as  great  an  extent  as  they  ought  to  have 
been ;  and  that  the  loans  were  in  some  inetaaces 
injudiciously  made;  but  he  ventured  to  affinhi, 
that  had  the  greatest  forcs^t  and  fottitade  been 
exerted,  tiie  embarrassment  would  have  been  still 
very  great;  and  that  even  wider  the  best  man* 
agemeat,  the  total  demofament  which  wns  ae» 
tually  foftt  would  not  have  bean  posipooed«i|^leva 
months,  had  the  war  so  long  continued*    Bow 
covld  it  be  otherwise  ?  A  war,  such  as  tluseeuA- 
try  was  then  involved  in,  in  a  great  measure  Mes 
up  the  reaources  of  individuals,  bs  he  had  already 
proved ;  and  the  resources  of  the  Government  are 
no  more  than  the  aggregate  of  the  surplus  in- 
comes of  indiridoals,  called  into  action  by  a  sys- 
tem of  taxation.    It  is  certainly  a  great  political 
evil,  incident  to  the  character  of  the  industry  of 
this  country,  that,  however  prosperous  our  situa- 
tion when  at  peace,  with  uninterru^ed  com- 
merce, and  nothing  then  could  exceed  it,  the  mo- 
ment that  we  were  involved  in  war  the  whcie  is 
reversed.     When  resources  are  most  needed; 
when  indispensable  to  maintain  the  honor,  yes, 
the  very  existence  of  the  nation,  then  they  desert 
us.    Our  currency  is  also  sure  to  experience  the 
shock,  and  becomes  so  deranged,  as  to  prevent  us 
from  calling  out  fairly  whatever  of  means  is  left 
to  the  country.    The  result  of  a  war  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  our  naval  power,  is  the  blockade  of 
our  seaeoast,  and  consequent  destruction  of  our 
trade.     The  wants  and  habits  of  the  country, 
founded  on  the  use  of  foreign  articles,  must  be 
gratified;  importation  to  a  co'tain  extent  con- 
tinues, through  the  policy  of  the  enemy,  or  nn- 
iawful  traffic ;  the  exportation  of  our  bulky  arti* 
cles  is  prevented,  too ;  the  specie  of  the  country 
IS  drawn  to  pay  the  balance  perpetually  aecumu^ 
latiag  against  us;  and  the  nnal  result  is  a  total 
derangement  of  our  currency. 
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To  this  distressing  state  of  \)i\nf^  there  were 
two  remedies,  and  only  two;  one  in  oar  power 
immediately,  the  other  requiring  much  time  and 
exertion ;  but  both  constituting,  in  his  opkiion, 
the  essential  policy  of  this  country ;  he  meant 
the  Navy,  $nd  domestic  manufactures.    Bt  the 
former,  we  could  open  the  way  to  our  markets; 
by  the  latter,  we  Iving  them  from  beyond  the 
oceaii,  and  naturalize  them.    Had  we  the  means 
of  attaining  an  immediate  naval  ascendency,  he 
acknowledged  that  the  policy  recommended  by 
this  bill  would  be  very  questionable ;  but  as  this 
is  noi  the  fact — as  it  is  a  period  remote,  with  any 
exertion,  and  will  be  prooably  mere  so,  from  that 
relaxation  of  exertion,  so  natural  in  peace,  wh^n 
necessity  is  not  felt,  it  became  the  duly  of  this 
House  to  resort,  to  a  considerable  extent^  at  leaat 
as  £uas  is  proposed,  to  the  only  remaining  lem* 
edy.    But  to  this  it  has  been  objected,  that  the 
country  is  not  prepared,  and  that  the  re&ult  of 
our  premature  exertion  would  be  to  bring  distress 
on  It,  without  effecting    the    iotendea  object. 
Were  it  so,  however  urgent  the  reasons  in  its 
favor,  we  ought  to  desist,  as  it  is  folly  to  oppose 
the  laws  of  necessity.    But  he  could  not  for  a 
moment  yield  to  the  assertion ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  firmly  believed  that  the  country  is  prepared, 
even  to  maturity,  for  the  introduction  of  manu- 
factures.   We  have  abundance  of  resources,  and 
things  naturally  tend  at  this  moment  in  that 
direction.    A  prosperous  commerce  has  poured 
an  immense  amount  of  commercial  capital  into 
this  country.    This   capital    has,  until  lately, 
found  occupation  in  commerce ;  but  that  state  of 
the  world  which  transferred  it  to  this  country, 
and  gave  it  active  employment,  has  psssed  away, 
never  to  return.    Where  shall  we  now  find  full 
employment  for  our  prodigious  amount  of  ton- 
nage ;  where  markets  for  the  numerous  and  abun- 
dant products  of  our  country?    This  great  body 
of  active  capital,  which  for  the  moment  has 
found  sufficient  employment  in  supplying  oar 
markets,  exhausted  by  the  war,  and  measures 
preceding  it,  must  find  a  new  direction ;  it  will 
sot  be  idle.    What  channel  can  it  take  but  that 
of  manufactures?    This,  if  things  continue  as 
they  are,  will  be  its  direction.    It  will  introduce 
a  new  era  in  our  affairs,  in  many  respects  highly 
advantageous,  and  ougnt  to  be  countenanced  by 
the  Government.    Besides,  we  have  already  sur- 
mounted the  greatest  difficulty  that  has  ever  been 
found  in  undertakii)j;s  of  this  kind.    The  cotton 
and  woollen  manufactures  are  not  to  be  intro- 
duced— they  are  already  introduced  to  a  great 
extent;  freeing  us  entirely  from  the  hazards, 
and,  in  a  great  measure^  the  sacrifices  experienced 
in  giving  the  capital  or  the  country  a  new  direc- 
tion,   xne   restrictive  measures  and  the  wari 
though  not  intended  for  that  purpose,  have,.by 
ihe  necessary  operation  of  things,  turned  a  large 
aiQOUBt  of  capital  to  this  new  branch  of  industry. 
He  had  often  heard  it  saidj  both  in  and  out  of 
Congress,  that  this  effect  alone  would  indemnify 
th^  couptry  for  all  of  its  lossds.    So  high  was 
this  tone  or  feeling,  when  the  want  of  tfsse  es- 
tnUifhm^enu  wer«  practicaUy  felt»  that  hc^  raqieiii^ 


bered,  during  the  war,  when  sobm  qtresiieii  was 
agitated  respecting  the  lAtroduetion  of  foreign 
goods,  that  many  then  opposed  it  on  the  gioand 
of  injuring  our  manufactures.  He  then  said  that 
war  alone  furniahed  sufficient  stimalos^  and  per- 
haps too  much,  as  it  would  make  their  growth 
uanaturally  rapid;  but,  that  oo  the  return  of 
p«ace^  it  wottid  then  be  time  to  ehow  our  affec- 
tion ior  them.  He  at  that  time  did  not  expect 
an  apathy  and  avefsion  to  the  ezteot  which  is 
now  seen.  But  it  will  no  doubt  be  aaki,  if  they 
are  so  far  established,  and  if  the  ailimtio'n  of  the 
country  is  so  favofabljs  to  their  giowth,  where  ia 
the  oeeesaity  of  affording  them  proteetton?  It 
is  to  put  them  beyond  the  reaeh  of  eoatingeaef. 
Besides,  capital  is  otoi  yet,  and  caamic,  for  some 
time,  be  adjusted  to  the  new  state  of  things* 
There  is,  in  fact,  from  the  operatioaof  tenporary 
oauees,  a  great  pressaf  e  on  these  establishiBeots. 
They  bad  extended  so  rapidly  dniiag  the  late 
war,  that  many,  he  feared,  were  without  the  re* 
quisiie  surplus  capital  or  skill  to  meet  the  present 
crisis.  Should  sueh  prove  to  be  the  £Mt,  it  wooU 
give  a  back  set,  and  ojght,  to  a  creat  extent,  e&* 
danger  their  ullimate  suoeess.  Should  the  pres- 
ent owners  be  ruined,  and  the  worknen  disperacd 
and  turn  to  other  pursuits,  the  ooaatry  would 
sustain  a  great  leea.  Such  would,  mo  doabt,  be 
the  fact  to  a  considerable  extent,  if  not  protectad. 
Besides,  circitmstances,  if  we  act  with  wisdom. 
ace  favorable  to  attract  to  oar  cooatry  rnoeh  skill 
and  industry.  The  couoiry  in  JBuropa  haiiiiig 
the  most  skilful  workmen  is  brelDtD  up.  It  is  to 
us,  if  wisely  used,  more  valuable  than  the  repeal 
of  the  Sdict  of  Naatz  was  lo  Bnglaod.  She 
had  the  prudence  to  profit  by  it ;  let  us  not  die*' 
cover  leas  political  sagaeily.  Afford  to  infeaoity 
and  industry  inamediate  and  ample  proteetioa, 
and  they  will  not  fail  to  give  a  preference  to  this 
free  aad  happy  coaatry. 

It  has  been  objected  to  this  bill,  that  it  will  la- 
jura  oar  mariae,  and  coasaqiieotly  impair  oar 
naval  strength.  How  far  it  is  fairly  liable  to  this 
charge,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say.  He  hoped 
and  believed  it  would  not,  at  least  to  any  alatm* 
ing  extent^  have  that  effsot  immediately ;  and  he 
firmly  believed  that  its  lasting  operation  woaid 
be  highly  beneficial  to  our  oommerce.  The  ttade 
to  the  Bast  ludies  would  certainly  be  much  af- 
fected \  but  it  was  s^ted  ia  debate  that  the  whole 
of  that  trade  empl<^ed  but  six  hunted  saikra. 
But  whatever  mi^t  be  the  loss  in  this,  or  o^mt 
branches  of  our  foreign  eommeice,  he  trusted  it 
would  be  amply  compensated  ih  our  coasting 
trade— a  braoch  of  navi^ion  wholly  in  our  own 
hands.  It  has  at  all  times  employed  a  gveat 
amount  of  tonnage,  somethiag  more^he  beltevad, 
than  one>third  of  the  whole  \  nor  m  it  liable  to 
the  impatation  thrown  out  by  a  memher  tatsa 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  QaaTOM,}  that  it  prodiaaad 
inferior  sailors.  It  required  long  and  dangerons 
voyages,  and,  if  his  information  was  correet,  mo 
hraaca  of  trade.made  better  or  moDe  skilful  w&^ 
insn»  The  feat  that  it  is  whoUy  in  oar  own 
hands  isa  very  impoftant.  one,  while  every  hnueh 
of  our  foreiga  trade  most  suffer  from  eonapetition 
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with  other  natioils.  Other  objections,  of  a  polit- 
ical character,  were  made  to  the  encoaragement 
of  manufactores.  It  is  said  they  destroy  the 
moral  and  physical  power  of  the  people.  This 
might  formerly  have  been  true  to  a  considerable 
extent,  before  the  perfection  of  machinery,  and 
when  the  success  of  the  manufactures  depended 
on  the  minute  subdivision  of  labor.  At  that 
time  it  required  a  large  portion  of  the  population 
of  a  coontrv  to  be  engaged  in  them ;  and  every 
minute  subdivision  of  labor  is  undoubtedly  unfa- 
vorable to  the  intellect ;  but  the  great  perfection 
of  machinery  has  in  a  considerable  degree  obvi- 
ated these  objections.  In  fact  it  has  been  stated 
that  the  manufacturing  districts  In  Bneland  fur- 
nish the  greatest  number  of  recruits  to  her  army, 
and  that,  as  s^diers,  they  are  not  materially  in- 
ferior to  the  rest  of  her  population.  It  has  oeen 
further  asserted  that  manufactures  are  the  fruit- 
ful cause  of  pauperism,  and  England  has  been 
referred  to  as  furnishing  conclusive  evidence  of 
its  truth.  For  his  part,  he  could  perceive  no 
such  tendency  in  them,  but  the  exact  contrary, 
as  they  furnished  new  stimulus  and  means  oi 
subsistence  to  the  laboring  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. We  ought  not  to  look  to  the  cotton  and 
wooUen  establishments  of  Great  Britain  for  the 
prodigious  numbers  of  poor  with  which  her  pop- 
ulation was  disgraced.  Causes  much  more  effi- 
cient exist.  Her  poor  laws,  and  statutes  regula- 
ting the  price  of  labor,  with  neavy  taxes,  were  the 
real  causes.  But  if  it  must  be  so ;  if  the  mere  fact 
that  England  manufactured  more  than  any  other 
eountry,  explained  the  cause  of  her  having  more 
beggars,  it  is  just  as  reasonable  to  refer  her  cour- 
age, spirit,  and  all  her  masculine  virtues,  in  which 
she  exeek  all  other  nations,  with  a  single  excep- 
tion— he  meant  our  own — in  which  we  might 
without  vanity  challenge  a  pre-eminence.  Ano- 
ther objection  had  been  made,  which  he  must 
acknowledge  was  better  founded,  that  capital  em- 
ployed in  manufacturing  produced  a  greater  de- 
pendence on  the  {Mirt  of  the  employed,  than  in 
oommerce,  navigation,  or  agriculture.  It  is  cer- 
tainly an  evil,  and  to  be  regretted ;  but  he  did  not 
think  it  a  decisive  objection  to  the  system,  espe* 
dally  when  it  had  incidental  political  advantages 
which,  in  bis  opinion,  more  than  counterpoised 
it.  It  produced  an  interest  strictly  American,  as 
much  80  aa  agriculture;  in  which  it  had  the  de- 
cided advantage  of  commerce  or  navigation.  The 
eountry  will  from  this  derive  much  advantage. 
Again,  it  is  calculated  to  bind  together  more 
closely  our  widely-spread  Republic.  It  will 
greatly  increase  our  mutual  dependence  and  in- 
tercourse ;  and  will,  as  a  necessary  consequence, 
excite  an  increased  attention  to  internal  improve- 
ment—a subject  every  way  so  intimately  con- 
seeted  with  the  ultimate  attainment  of  national 
strength,  and  the  perfection  of  our  political  insti- 
tutions. He  regarded  the  fact  that  it  would  make 
the  parts  adhere  more  closely ;  that  it  would  form 
a  new  and  most  powerful  cement,  far  outweigh- 
ing any  political  objections  that  might  be  urged 
against  the  system.  In  his  opinion  the  liberty 
and  the  union  of  the  country  were  inseparably 


united.  That  as  the  destruction  of  the  latter 
would  most  certainly  involve  the  former,  so  its 
maintenance  will  with  equal  certainty  preserve 
it.  He  did  not  speak  lightly.  He  had  often  and 
lon£  revolved  it  in  his  mind ,  and  he  had  criti- 
cally examined  into  the  causes  that  destroyed  the 
liberty  of  other  States.  There  are  none  that 
apply  to  us,  or  apply  with  a  force  to  alarm.  The 
Inisis  of  our  Republic  is  too  broad,  and  its  struct- 
ure too  strong  to  be  shaken  by  them.  Its  exten- 
sion and  organization  will  be  found  to  afford 
effectual  security  against  their  operation;  but  let 
it  be  deeply  impressed  on  the'heart  of  this  House 
and  country,  that  while  they  guarded  ag^nst  the 
old,  they  exposed  us  to  a  new  and  terrible  dan- 
ger— disunion.  This  single  word  comprehended 
almost  the  sum  of  our  political  dangers;  and 
against  it  we  ought  to  be  perpetually  guarded. 

Mr.  CuTBBERT  answered  briefly  some  of  Mr. 
Calhoun's  arguments. 

Mr.  Randolph  entered  into  a  more  particular 
reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  further  arguments  in 
support  of  his  opinions. 

Mr.  Gaston  also  spoke  some  time  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Calhoun,  and  in  support  of  the  opinions  and 
statements  he  advanced  on  the  subject  on  a  for- 
mer occasion. 

Mr.  NswTON,  in  a  speech  of  about  two  hours, 
advocated  the  bill  and  the  protection  therein  pro- 
posed to  our  manufactures,  entering  into  a  full 
discussion  of  the  general  question  of  promoting 
domestic  fabrics. 

Mr.  Hale  moved  to  modify  the  motion  bv  re- 
ducing the  minimum  price  specifically  to  fifteen 
cents  per  square  yard. 

This  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes 
66,  noes  72 ;  and  the  question  recurred  on  Mr. 
Randolph's  motion  to  strike  out  the  minimum 
price  altogether. 

Mr.  WiLDB  rose,  about  4  o'clock,  and  submit- 
ted his  views  on  the  subject,  in  opposition  to  the 
bill.  He  had  proceeded  about  an  hour,  when 
Mr.  Randolph  withdrew  his  amendment,  believ- 
ing, from  the  decision  on  Mr.  Hale's  motion, 
that  the  House  would  not  go  still  further  ana 
agree  to  his  amendment. 

Mr.  WiLDB  then,  for  the  purpose  of  accommo- 
dating the  bill  to  his  views,  and  to  enable  him  to 
vote  lor  it,  moved  an  amendment,  substantially, 
to  substitute  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  twenty  per 
cent,  on  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  and  then  re- 
sumed the  thread  of  his  speech  in  opposition  to 
higher  duties.  Mr.  W.  concluded  his  remarks 
about  half  past  5  o'clock. 

Mr.  Mason  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply,  when 

The  question  on  Mr.  Wilde's  proposition  was 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  51,  nays  76,  as  fol- 
lows: 

TiAS^Messrs.  Archer,  Baibour,  Bassett,  Bndbuiy, 
Brown,  Biran,  Chtinpion,  Clarke  of  North  Garotias, 
Cnlpeper,  Cuthbert,  Edwards,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Oolds- 
borough,  Ooodwyn,  Hale^  Hardin,  Heister,  Herbart, 
Huger,  Hungeribrd,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kerr  of  Vir- 
ginia, King  of  North  Carolina,  Lore,  Lovett,  Lowndes, 
Lnnipkin,  Lyon,  Middleton,  Moore,  Moadej,  Mnrftee, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Noyes,  Piekens,  Pickering,  Pleas- 
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•nt«,  Randolpb,  Roane,  Root,  Ross,  Smith  of  Yir* 
ginia,  Tate,  Tajrlor  of  So.  Carolina,  TeUair,  Thomaa, 
Yose,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  and  Yancey. 

Natb — Mesan.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Atherton,  Ba^ 
ker,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Betts,  Birdiall,  Boss,  Brooks, 
Cady,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Chipman,  Clendennin, 
Comatoek,  Conner,  Crawford,  Creigfaton,  Crocheron, 
Darlington,  DaTenport,  Deaha,  Gold,  GbiiBn,  Hahn, 
Hammond,  Hawea,  Henderaon,  Hopkinaon,  Holbert, 
Ingham,  Irwin  of  PMimnrirania,  Jackson,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kent,  Langdon,  Lyie,  Maday,  Marsh, 
Mason,  Mayrant,  McCoy»  McLean  of  Kentacky,  Mil- 
nor,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pains,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Powell, 
RngglM^  Sergeant,  SaTage,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Smith 
of  PennsylTania,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Sonthanl,  Stnmg, 
Storges,  Taol,  Thioop,  Townsend,  Ward  of  New 
York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wendover,  Wheaton, 
Whiteside,  Wilkin,  Willonghby,  Thomas  Wilson, 
WiOiam  Wilson,  Woodward,  Wright,  and  Yates. 

Mr.  RoBB  then  moved  farther  to  Amend  the 
said  bill,  by  striking  oat  from  the  fifty-sixth  line 
of  the  first  section  (being  the  first  line  of  the  fifth 
elau<e}  the  word  '*  thirty,''  and  to  insert  ^  twenty;" 
when  the  House  adjourned. 


Fkidat,  April  5. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Betts,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  an  uniform  mode  of 
trial  and  punishment  for  all  crimes  and  offences 

Sroperly  cognizable  by  the  courts  of  the  United 
Itates. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

Mr.  Calbodn  moved  that  the  House  proceed 
to  coniider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
National  Bank  bill.  On  putting  the  question, 
however,  it  was  found  that  a  quorum  of  mem- 
bers were  not  present. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb,  with  the  view  of  producing  a 
more  punctual  attendance  hereafter,  moved  that 
the  House  adjourn.— Negatived. 

A  quorum  soon  after  appearing,  Mr.  Randolph 
moved  that  the  rule  for  convening  at  10  o'clock, 
be  reseinded,  that  the  hour  of  11  might  be  again 
adopted ;  which  was  also  disagreed  to. — Ayes  40. 

The  House  then,  bv  a  vote  of  65  to  45  agreed 
to  eoiuider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bank  bill. 

Mr.  MiLNOB,  because  of  the  thinness  of  the 
House  and  the  importance  of  the  subject ;  further, 
because  he  understood  that  the  Committee  ou  the 
National  Currency  were  on  the  point  of  report- 
ioff  a  very  important  bill,  which  might  materially 
aAct  the  decision  on  the  bank  question,  &c.. 
moved  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Calbouii  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail. The  reasons  for  it  he  did  not  think  suffi- 
cient j  the  House  was  as  full  as  usual;  and  the 
bill  auuded  to  as  on  the  ere  of  being  reported  by 
the  committee,  presupposed  the  existence  of  a 
National  Bank,and  the  committee  had  determined 
not  to  report  it  pending  the  passage  of  the  Bank 
biU. 

After  some  further  conversation  between  Messrs. 
Calhoun  and  Milnob,  in  which  the  latter  gen* 


tleman  insisted  on  the  propriety  of  first  being  In 
possession  of  the  report  referred  to,  the  motion  to 
postpone  the  subject  to  Monday,  was  negatived — 
ayes  43,  noes  66. 

After  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  read, 
Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments be  indefinitely  postponed,  avowedly  for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  the  bill.    Mr.  R.  sup- 

Sorted  his  motion,  by  adverting  to  the  small  nom- 
er  of  members  present,  and  the  impropriety  of 
passing,  by  a  screwed-up,  strained,  and  costive 
majority,  so  important  a  measure,  at  the  end  of 
a  session,  when  the  members  were  worn  down 
and  exhausted  by  a  daily  and  long  attention  to 
business;  a  measure,  which,  in  a  time  of  war 
and  of  great  public  emergeney,  could  not  be  forced 
through  the  House ;  a  measure  so  deeply  involv* 
ing  the  future  welfare,  and  which  was  to  give  a 
color  and  character  to  the  future  destiny  of  this 
country ;  a  measure  which,  if  it  and  another, 
(the  tarifi)  should  pass  into  laws,  the  present  ses- 
sion would  be  looked  back  to  as  the  most  disas- 
trous since  the  commencement  of  the  Republic ; 
and  which,  much  as  he  deprecated  war,  he  would 
prefer  war  itself  to  either  of  them.  Mr.  R.  then 
proceeded  to  argue  against  the  bill  as  unconstitu- 
tional, inexpedient,  and  dangerous. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  it  certainly  could  not  be 
expected  of  him  to  enter  into  so  untimely  and 
unnecessary  a  discussion  of  the  general  question. 
The  bill  had  been  before  the  House  three  weeks, 
when  it  was  maturely  considered ;  it  was  sent  to 
the  Senate ;  and  now  comes  hack  with  a  few 
unimportant  amendments^  on  which  the  House 
had  to  pass.    It  was  unfair  to  say,  that  the  bill 
was  urged  through  the  House  improperly ;  and 
the  gentleman  was  mistaken  also   in  stating,, 
that  a  bank  bill  could  not  be  passM  at  the  last 
session ;  it  was  notorious  that  a  bill  to  establish  a 
National  Bank  did  pass  at  the  last  session,  and 
was  rejected  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Qbobvbnob  did  not  know  what  the  gen* 
tleman  meant  by  a  hard-screwed  majority*    He 
would  venture  to  say  that  the  House  had  advanced 
on  this  subject  with  as  much  deliberation  and 
calmness  as  they  ever  did  on  any  public  matter 
whatever*;  the  bill  was  not  pressed  through  im- 
properly.   The  pressure  talked  of  by  the  gentle- 
man was  in  fact  directlf  the  other  way.    With 
two  hundred  State  institutions  bearing  down  on 
the  members  of  this  House,  it  required  something 
more  than  common  firmness,  it  required  boldness 
to  urge  the  bill.    This  influence  would  everjr  <1«T 
become  stroi^ger,  and  if  the  subject  was  derarred 
to  the  next  session  its  passage  would  be  impossi- 
ble.   He  had  never  since  he  came  to  Congress 
known  a  bill  passed  with  more  ample  discussion ; 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  himself  taken 
a  part,  an  able  part  in  it.    It  was  not  smuggled 
through  the  House ;  a  fair  msjority  had  passed 
it,  and  he  was  convinced,  from  information  he 
receired,  that  if  the  people  themselves  could  be 
consulted,  there  would  be  ten  to  one  in  favor  of 
it.    Mr.  G.  answered  some  of  Mr.  Randolph's 
objections  to  the  principles  of  the  bill ;  declaring 
his  difierence  from  that  gentleman  on  the  Con- 
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sdtQlionat  question;  and  hifl  belief  of  its  neces- 
sity to  the  safety  of  the  eoontry.  The  <yoi»tita« 
tional  question  had  been  loos  since  pat  to  sleep 
by  the  repeated  decisions  of  all  the  proper  antbor- 
ities,  after  matare  reflection,  and  ought  never 
again  to  be  revived. 

Mt.  Randolph  replied  to  Mr.  OBosveHOR,  and 
enforced  his  Constitational  objections  to  the  bill, 
in  which  he  was  borne  out  by  the  decision  o\ 
CoamsB  id  refnsing  to  renew  the  charter  of  the 
old  nanir,  which  decision  was  ffronnded  on  the 
want  of  ConititotioBal  power.  Ue  adverted  sdso, 
in  soppoitof  his  opinion,  to  the  instructions  from 
the  Legi^hitares  of  Vii^inia  and  Kentucky,  to 
their  Senators,  to  vote  a^inst  the  old  banlc; 
which  instructions  were  given  on  the  ground  of 
that  insiitotion  being  uttconiRtitutiooal.  Mr.  R. 
declared  himself  the  holder  of  no  stocir  whatever, 
except  live  stock,  and  had  determined  never  to 
own  any ;  bat  if  this  bill  passed,  he  would  not 
only  be  a  stockholder  to  the  utmost  of  his  power. 
bat  would  advise  every  man,  over  whom  he  had 
aaf  influence,  to  do  the  same,  because  it  was  the 
oreattim  ofagreat  privileged  order  of  the  most 
hateful  kind  to  his  feelings,  and  because  he  would 
rather  be  the  master  than  the  slave.  If  he  must 
have  a  master,  let  him  be  one  with  epaulettes, 
something'  that  he  could  fear  and  respect,  some- 
thing that  he  could  look  up  to — but  not  a  master 
with  A  qoiU  behind  his  ear. 

Mr.  WBaaTiR  said  this  was  a  subject  on  which 
a  great  change  of  opinion  had  taken  place  on  both 
sides  of  the  House;  and  animadverted  on  what 
he  called  a  compromise  of  principle  on  a  great 
moneyed  institution ;  and  the  desertion,  not  only 
of  prineiples  bat  of  friends,  which  had  character- 
ized the  proceedings  on  this  bill.  He  then  spoke 
■oaae  time  against  the  bill,  which  he  pointedly 
eoodeoaaed,  on  account  of  the  pertlcipation  of 
the  Grovemment  in  its  direction  and  management. 
If,  said  he^  instead  of  the  little  scraps  of  amend*' 
meots  which  were  very  well  as  far  as  they  went, 
bat  verjr  triiinft,  and  only  served  to  cover  the 
ticaaiid  deformity  of  the  scheme,  the  Senate  had 
rslaraed  the  bill  healthy,  in  all  the  beauty  of  the 
oiigioal  institution,  it  would  have  passed  through 
the  House  swifter  than  the  current  of  the  Poto- 
mtkt. 

Mr.  HvLBSBT  replied  to  Mr.  Wgbster.  in  de- 
fence of  the  bill  and  of  the  course  he  had  pursued 
in  relatioa  to  it.  He  disavowed  any  compromise 
of  opinion  either  in  the  principle  or  the  details  of 
the  bill.  He  had  sought  the  best  lights  to  guide 
hia  io  deciding  on  this  bill ;  he  hM  listened  to 
the  geatleman  m)m  New  Hampshire  as  one  who 
would,  if  any  could,  point  out  its  defects  and  con- 
vince him  of  its  danger ;  but  the  only  objection 
he  heard  from  that  gentleman  was  the  Clovern- 
ment  direction.  That  objection,  Mr.  H.  said, 
was  not  with  him  a  strong  one ;  and  he  was  free 
to  say  that  if  he  had  the  power  of  legislating  at 
his  will  he  would  hesitate  before  he  gave  any 
class  of  men  the  control  of  an  institution  of  thirty- 
five  millions  of  dollars,  without  reserving  to  the 
Government  a  strong  check  on  them.  Mr.  H. 
protested  with  warmth  against  the  proscription 


which  had  been  denouueed  against  those  who  did 
not  on  this  subject  go  with  the  minority  of  that 
party  in  the  House  opposed  to  the  Adtliinistration. 
He  disclaimed  any  such  influence  ever  his  public 
conduct ;  be  came  here  to  act  accordtog  to  bis 
own  sincere  coavLCtions,and  should  despise  hioa- 
self  if  he  could  submit  to  act  as  this  or  that  side 
of  tlM  House  poiuied  its  finger.  Mr.  H.  ooaekidctf 
by  declaring  his  support  of  ibe  bank  bill  to  be 
disinterested ;  he  eKpeoted  le  hold  Oot  a  eeae% 
werthof  its  stoek,  aa  he  wosiMl  abkesotodo^ 
but  the  bonk  he  believed  wouMtea  gioat  beneit 
to  tlN  country. 

Mr.  WafOUT  said  he  was  ene  of  those  who  had 
aided  in  puttitig  down  the  old  bank,  and  was  save 
that,  a  thousand  years  after  he  was  buried,  Ms 
vote  on  that  occasion  would  be  a  monumevtal 
proof  of  hrs  worth  and  his  rc^rd  for  the  best  in- 
terests of  his  country.  He  opposed  H  on  the 
ground  of  inespediency  as  wdlas  unconstitutioa- 
ality;  but  the  Supreme  Judicial  tribuiial  bad 
decided  on  its  coustitutionality  by  ofken  recof  af« 
sing  it  as  a  party,  and  it  was  now  toe  late  to  in- 
sist on  the  objection.  Mr.  W.  argued  some  time 
in  favor  of  the  bill  \  and,  adverting  to  Mr.  Rah* 
dolpb's  epithet  that  the  bank  was  a  scheme  of 
public  robbery,  and  his  declared  intention  to  hold 
as  much  of  its  stock  as  he  could,  Mr.  W.  said  his 
fViend  from  Virginia  ought  to  recollect  that  the 
receiver  was  always  considered  as  bad  as  the  thief. 

Mr.  Hardin  next  delivered  at  length  bis  views 
of  the  question ;  objecting  to  the  plan  of  the  bank 
as  embraced  in  this  bill,  on  Constitutional  grounds 
a«  well  as  f root  a  belief  of  its  iaexpedieocy.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Keotucky  Legislatttte  at 
the  time,  and  was  one  of  those  mo  hod  instruefed 
its  Senators  to  vote  against  the  old  -bank  because 
of  its  unconstitutionality,  and  his  opinion  remaiaed 
unchanged,  though  he  perceived  some  of  those 
who  had  acted  with  him  in  the  case  alluded  to, 
had  changed  their  opinion  and  were  now  support- 
ers of  the  bank. 

Mr.  SoMiefi  spoke  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Harmm,  respecting  the  instructioBB  from  the- 
Keotucky  Legistature,  and  justified  his  eplnioue 
on  the  subject  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  SotrrHARO  made  a  few  remarks,  principally 
to  show  that  it  was  not  on  the  ground  of  uneon^ 
stitutionaiity  that  Congress  hod  refused  to  renew 
the  charter  of  the  old  bank,  and  that  it  had  beeo 
recognised  by  the  courts. 

Mr.  Orostevor  replied  to  the  obserYatlons  ef 
Mr.  Wbbbter  in  a  decided  mauner.  He  de- 
nied the  right  of  that  gentleman  to  lecture  other 
members  of  the  House  for  the  course  which  theit 
duty  prescribed  to  them.    As  to  the  changes  of 

Srinciple,  of  which  the  gentlemaa  had  spoken, 
Ir.  G.  said  he  did  not  mean  to  inquire  whetlier 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  hod 
acted  consistently ;  but  this  he  knew,  that  last 
year  the  gentleman  had '  been  proud  to  shake 
hands  with  them  in  relation  to  a  bank,  Ac.  The 
gentleman  had  spoken  of  another  change  of  prin^ 
ciple,  alluding  to  gentlemen  from  this  side  of  the 
House,  who  voted  for  the  present  bill.  In  reply 
to  this  remark,  Mr.  G.  said,  in  the  first  place,  he 
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bad  something  of  chmt  oldporitaoical  prioeiple  » 
hui,  wbich  oojected  to  being  dfilled  io  to  vote  in 
tlue  or  that  manner,  on  whatever  any  geotleman 
chose  to  call  a  question  of  principle.    Why  did 
the  gentleman  call  the  power  of  appointment  of 
five  directors  given  to  the  Government,  a  ques- 
tion of  principle  ?    The  question  is,  whether  one- 
fifth  of  the  direction  gives  the  Goveraaent  a  con- 
trol over  the  bank  ?    I  say  no,  said  Mr.  G.-^the 
gentleman  says  yes,  and  saving  so,,  this  most  be 
a  qaeation  of  principle.    That,  Mr.  G.  said,  ap« 
peared  to  be  the  course  of  the  gentleman's  argi*- 
nent-- the  force  of  wh ich  he  denied.   He  showed, 
that  in  the  State  banks  in  New  York,  (not  un- 
deriakiag  to  say  how  it  might  be  in  New  Hamp- 
shire,) such  features  had  been  incorporated,  even 
whilst  General  Hamilton  was  in  the  full  vigor  of 
his  life  and  infiuenc*.  and  it  was  done  bv  his  party 
too,  d^.    The  gentleman  has  said  tnis  control 
woiild  be  a  lever  in  the  hands  of  the  Goveromeat. 
Ii  was  a  straw,  Mr.  G.  said,  instead  of  a  lever, 
and  could  not  oM>ve  an  eagle,  orach  less  five-and- 
tyny  millions  of  dollats.    When,  even  on  tlus 
siiaof  the  Ho«Me,did  this  ieature  beooosea  quee- 
tinn  of  prtnciplo  ?    Mr.  G.  went  om  to  show,  that 
he  hod  objected  to  the  feature  in  question,  and 
endeavored  to  procure  it  to  be  expunged;  but  be 
never  considered  it,  nor  bad  it  bc^n  debated,  but 
as  a  question  of  detail.    All  legislation,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  argue,  was  founded  in  the  idea  of  mu- 
tual compromise  as  to  modifications  of  details ; 
and  this  clause,  now  so  much  objected  to,  could 
produce  no  possible  injury  to  the  people  or  to  the 
Government*    When  and  where  did  this  clause 
gsew  into  a  priociple  7    He  could  tell,  he  said, 
the  way  it  imvelled,  and  where  it  became  a  nria- 
ekfio  *aot  in  the  open  iace  of  day-**ho  would  not, 
howirver,  here  relate  its  history*    It  had  no4  bees 
a  piiaaiple  wich  him,  and  naver  ekoold  be.    Mn 
Q.  wcjH  on  to  say,  that  he  had  naver  hearda  wish 
cjipnasBcd  from  aay  sido  of  the  Hoose^  that  the 
OifmrMomt  shoold  have  an  abeoluta  control  over 
tho  epemttens  of  tbfe  bank,  &e.    When  the  dis* 
ouseion  on  this  bill  had  been  first  opened,  Mr.  €K 
said,  he  had  heard  an  able  and  eloqiieot  speech  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  on  the  sub* 
ject ;  and  that  very  speech,  in  which  the  evils  of 
the  present  system  were  fully  depicted,  had  con- 
vinced him  of  the  expediency  of  the  establishment 
of  this  bank,  as  better  calculated  than  anything 
else  to  remedy  the  evil.    The  gentleman  had  con- 
cluded that  address  with  saying,  that  if  Congress 
rose  without  providing  a  proper  remedy,  they 
would  deserve  the  execration  of  the  nation.    Mr. 
G.  said  he  believed  it ;  and  believing,  as  he  had 
fully  deUvered  his  opinion  the  other  day,  that 
there  was  no  remedy  but  the  bill  on  the  table,  h^ 
should  certainly  vote  for  it.    Mr.  G.  made  other 
remarks  to  show  the  correctness  of  this  conclusion, 
and  ending  by  saying  that  in  the  course  he  was 
obliged  to  teke,  nothing  grieved  him  so  much  as 
the  necessity  of  difiering  on  an  important  ques- 
tion from  men  whom  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
respecting  as  oracles,  and  with  whom  it  was  gen- 
erally his  pride  and  pleasure  to  act. 
Mr.  Wbbstee,  in  replying  to  Mr.  GaoavsNOR, 


disclaimed  any  intention  to  <Uctate,  dec.    In  lih 
gard  to  the  ieature  of  the  biU  wUcb  was  the  sub- 
"ject  of  discussion,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  considered  it  a 
matter  of  principle,  bctt  attributed  tha^  opiaioft 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York  no  further  than 
be  had  assumed  the  charge  of  a  departure  fran 
principle  toappljr  Co  himself.    What  is  the  mat- 
ter of  principle  in  this  case?    That  control  and 
infiuence  over  a  great  banking  institation  shoiiid 
not  be  posaessed  by  the  Government.    The  de« 
gree  of  that  infiueoce  was  not  mnterial-^the  pna- 
ciple  remaining  the  same,  be  the  influence  mtom 
or  less  eaccenstve.  That  principle  was  violated  by 
this  bill,  which,  ha  went  on  to  say,  could  not  In 
fairly  compared  with  similar  features  in  small 
banks  in  the  State  Governments.  But,  he  added, 
every  bank  so  constructed  in  the  United  Stat«s> 
had  failed  to  answer  tha  purposes  for  which  it 
was  instituted,  and  was  at  this  moment  in  the 
daily    habitual   violation    of  its  eagageasenta. 
Gould  it  be  doubted,  Mr.  W.  said,  that  with  this 
capital,  and  this  power  over  it,  tne  Gorernmant 
could  bring  any  man  into  terms,  and  make  the 
banks  act  as  they  pleased  7    GeaUeaften  had  done 
him  honor  in  quoting  hisofunions  in  aapport  of  pare 
of  the  bill ;  but  he  asked,  if  it  was  £ur  to  quote  a 
pari  of  his  opinions  as  aathoritv,  and  abuse  him 
for  the  rest  ?    Mr.  W.  expressed  the  pleasure  ha 
had  enjoyed  in  travelling  with  his  friends  here. 
If,  in  journeying  with  a  friend,  on  a  road  pleasant 
and  smooth,  through  verdant  fields,  they  should 
arrive  at  a  part  rough  and  disagreeable ;  if  thay 
should  encounter  gloom,  and  darkaess  should 
overtake  him ;  if  then  his  friend  chose  ii>  abam* 
don  him,  and  seek  a  road  mora  afpeaaUa,  let  him 
not,  said  he,  complain,  if  I  conuane  on  the  old 
one.    To  complain  of  him,  Mr.  W«  said,  the  gen- 
tleman might  as  well  complain  of  the  fifty-nine 
others  with  whom  he  acted.    The  gentlematt  re- 
minded him  of  the  anecdote  of  the  eleven  obsti- 
nate jurors,  and  related  a  case,  in  which  one  juror 
informed  the  judge  that  there  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  making  up  a  verdict,  if  it  were  not  l«r 
the  other  eleven,  who  vrere  the  most  obstinate 
fellows  he  ever  met  with,  and  that  he  hiaaelf 
was  the  only  candid  and  liberal  man  of  the  whola 
twelve.    Mr.  W.  said  he  had  shaken  hands  with 
the  gentleman  last  session  on  this  subject ;  if  thay 
had  changed  their  opinions,  they  had  not  made 
the  world  the  wiser  for  them.  Mr.  W.said,thougk 
young,  he  found  that  he  possessed  antiquatad  no- 
tioas ;  and  that,  to  be  useful,  he  otight  to  hare 
beea  with  generations  that  had  gone  by. 

Mr.  HuLBBRT  said,  until  the  ^ntleman  could 
show  himself  divested  of  the  frulties  of  humaai 
nature,  he  ought  not  to  complain  that  a  part  onlf 
of  his  opinions  were  quoted.  Mr.  H.  reminded 
the  gentleman  of  an  authority  with  which  he 
doubtless  was  well  acquainted ;  the  learned  Coke, 
having  finished  his  great  and  elaborate  commea-. 
tary  on  law — ^a  work  which  would  be  the  admi* 
ration  of  all  age»— concludes  it  by  advising,  his 
readers  not  to  believe  that  all  which  he  finds  ia 
that  book  to  be  law,  for  there  was  much  of  it  that 
was  not  law.  Mr.  H.  said,  if  he. had  had  anv 
doubts  on  this  bill,  his  friend  from  New  Yocic 
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(Mr.  Grobvsnor)  had  made  a  speech  which  per- 
fectly satisfied  him  of  the  excelleoce  of  the  haok. 
The  ffeatleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Web- 
STBR  J  had  at  first  made  the  amoant  of  capital  an 
all-important,  a  fatal  error;  soon  afterwards  he 
came  into  the  House,  and  declared  that  the  eov- 
ernment  of  the  bank  was  a  sine  qua  non,  and  for 
thai  would  compromise  his   other   objections. 

tMr  Webtsbr  here  denied  that  he  had  said  so.] 
do  not,  said  Mr.  H.,  pretend  to  repeat  the  gen- 
tleman's  words,  but  lapjiieal  to  this  honorable 
House,  if  the  gentleman  aid  not  say  that  the  gor- 
emment  of  the  bank  was  a  nne  qtui  turn  with  him, 
and,  if  that  was  given  up,  he  would  support  the 
bill.  I  do  not  censure  that  declaration,  said  Mr. 
H. ;  the  great  charter  under  which  we  sit  here,  is 
the  work  of  compromise;  the  South  sufiered  it- 
self to  be  taxed  by  the  North,  for  its  slave  popu- 
lation ;  the  spirit  of  compromise  and  concession 
pervades  the  whole  instrument.  What  the  gen- 
tleman meant  by  green  fields,  smooth  roads,  sep- 
aration, 4bc.,  Mr.  H.  said  he  could  not  tell ;  but 
if  he  meant  to  attribute  to  him  any  improper  in- 
fluence, he  disdained  the  insinuation;  while  he 
lived  he  would  act  on  solid  and  independent  prin- 
ciples. He  came  here  first  in  a  time  of  war,  and, 
being  a  voung  member,  expected  to  find  the  party 
to  which  he  was  proud  to  belong,  as  the  saying 
is,  sticking  together;  but  he  was  surprised  to  find 
that  gentleman  often  voting  on  this  side  and  the 
other.  Mr.  H.  said  he  would  not  part  with 
friends,  unless  they  thrust  him  ofi*;  but  he  would 
prefer  parting  with  friends  to  parting  with  his 
conscience. 

Mr.  MoKrr  spoke  in  support  of  the  bill ;  and 
asked  ihe  gentleman  from  new  Hampshire,  not- 
withstanding he  would  to-morrow  oppose  the  sus- 
pension of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpu^  or  any  other 
uiicoiutitutional  measure,  yet,  if  a  case  might  not 
arise  in  which  its  suspension  would  be  proper, 
and  he  consent  to  it  ?  Mr.  McK.  argued,  that 
there  now  existed  a  similar  necessity  for  this 
bank.  The  Constitution  had  made  it  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  regulate  the  national  currency,  and 
remedy  evils  therein ;  and  the  proper  inquiry  now 
was,  whether,  this  bank  was  a  proper  measure  to 
carry  the  Constitutional  power  into  effect  in  this 
emergency?  For  this  inquiry  there  was  the  most 
rational  ground.  No  Treasury  regulation  would 
remedy  the  evil ;  the  banks  would  laugh  at  any 
such  regulation.  Mr.  McK.  said  be  bad  voted 
for  the  old  bank ;  that  he  had  survived  the  storm 
in  which  his  vote  had  involved  him ;  experience 
had  justified  his  conduct ;  and  he  hoped  still  to 
sarvtve,  should  another  storm  suceeed  nis  present 
eourse. 

Mr.  Sbefpet  said,  he  was  not  scrupulous  as  to 
the  power  of  the  Ctovernment  to  dstablish  this 
bank ;  but  he  did  not  admit  that  what  was  un- 
constitutional to-day  would  not  be  so  to-morrow; 
that  instrument  was  fixed  and  eternal,  and  could 
not  be  got  over.  The  suspension  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  was  dependent  on  a  fact,  which, 
if  it  occurred,  the  suspension  would  be  proper ; 
but,  if  not,  it  was  unauthorized.  Mr.  8.  said  he 
had  voted  for  renewing  the  old  bank,  becatise  he 


thought  it  was  necessary ;  and  if  be  could  be  con* 
vinced  that  this  bank  would  realize  the  expecta- 
tion of  its  friends,  he  would  give  up  hh  objec- 
tions. But,  without  any  disparagement  to  his 
friends,  and  notwithstanding  the  sreat  talents  of 
the  gentleman  (Mr.  Calboon)  who  led  the  busi- 
ness, Mr.  S.  said  the  question  had  not  been  prop- 
erly met  and  discussed.  When  they  came  to 
show  how  the  promised  remedy  was  to  be  pro- 
duced, they  dealt  in  generals ;  they  did  not  de- 
monstrate their  assertions ;  it  was  here  they  failed, 
and  would  fail.  Mr.  S.  then  arsued  at  some 
length,  to  show  that  the  bank  would  not  answer 
the  purpose  of  correcting  the  evils  in  the  cur- 
rency, and  that  the  expectation  was  visionary  and 
delusive. 

The  question  was  then  uken,  and  decided 
against  postponement— ryeas  67,  nays  91,  as  fol- 
lows : 

TxAS — ^Messrs.  Baker,  Bsibonr»  Bsasett,  Bennett, 
Biidsall,  Breckenridge,BQiiiside,  Cadj,  Caldwell,  Cil- 
Icy,  Obytmi,  Cloptoii,  Cooper,  Crawfiiid,  Colpeper, 
Darlington,  Davenport,  Desha,  Glasgow,  Ooldsbo- 
rough,  Goodwyn,  nahn.  Hale,  Hamnond,  Hanaoa, 
Hardily  Heister,  Heibert,  Hot^inaoii,  Johnson  of 
Virgiiiia,  Johnson  of  Kantncky,  Kaot,  Langdon,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyie,  Lyon,  Manh,  Mayrant,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  Milnor,  Mewton,  Noyes,  Pickering,  Pit- 
kin«  Randolph,  Reed,  Roane,  Root,  Ross,  Roggles,  Ser- 
geant, 8a¥age,  Bhefley,  Smith  of  PennsyWania,  Stearns, 
Strong,  Stnart,  Starg es,  Taggart,  Vooe,  Wallace,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Whit^de,  and  W'dcoz. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Atherton, 
Baer,  Bateman,  Betts,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brooks,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Champion,  Chappell,  Chip- 
man,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina,  Clendennin,  ComstooK, 
Condict,  Conner,  Creighton,  CTOcheron,Cutlibert,  Ed- 
wards, Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Ghobon,  Gold,  Grif- 
fin* Grosrenor,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Hnger,  Hnlbert, 
Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irwin  of  Piennsyl^^ania,  Jadksoa, 
Jewett,  Kerr  of  Viiginia,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Love, 
Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Maday,  Mason,  McCoy,  McKee, 
Middleton,  Moore,  Ifoseiey,  Marfiee^  Nelson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Nelson  of  Yirginis,  Omisby,  Parris,  Pick- 
ens, Piper,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Robertson, 
Schenck,  Sharps,  Smith  of  Maiyland,  Gbnith  of  Yii^ 
ginia.  Southard,  Tata,  Tanl,  Taylor  of  South  CaroHiia, 
Teliatr,  Thomas,  Throop,  Townsend,  Tucker,  Ward 
of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jeisey,  WendoTor, 
Wbeaton,  WUde,  Wilkin,  WlUoughby,  Thomas  Wil- 
■on,  William  Wilson,  Woodwsrd,  Wright,  Yancey, 
and  Yates. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  then,  after 
some  inefiectual  attempts  to  amend  them,  con- 
curred in,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Satubhay,  April  6. 

Mr.  LowMDBS,  from  the  Commiuee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  com* 
pensation  now  allowed  by  law  to  inspectors,  mea- 
surers, weighers,  and  gangers,  employed  in  the 
collection  of  the  customs;  which  was  read  twice^ 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  upon  the  subject  of  revenue. 

Mr.  RoBBRTBoir,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
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seph  S*  Newell  \  which  was  read  twiee,  and  eon- 
muted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ordered^  That  tbe  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia  be  discharged  from  a  farther  con- 
sideration of  tbe  bill  from  the  Senate,  supplemen* 
tary  to  the  act  to  incorporate  a  compan^  for  ma- 
king certain  turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of  Co- 
Imnbia,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  Hbrbbrt, 
Mr.  Caldwbll,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Obmsbt,  and 
Mr.  Piper. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^'  for  the  bene- 
fit of  tbe  widow  and  children  of  Robert  Fulton^ 
deceased ;"  also,  a  bill  **  to  establish  a  system  ol 
navigation  for  the  United  States,"  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

8PBCIE  PAYMENTS. 

^  Mr»  Calboun  from  the  Committee  oa  a  Na- 
tional Currency,  reported  a  bill  for  the  more  ef- 
fectual collection  of  revenue  in  the  lawful  money 
of  the  United  States,  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed.    The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  bill  for  the  more  eflectual  collection  of  the  pnblic 
revenue,  ia  the  lawful  money  of  the  United  States. 

Be  U  enacted^  4«*>  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  soon  as  conveniently 
ma^  be  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  to  give  poblic 
notice^  in  any  one  or  more  of«the  papers  published  in 
each  and  eveiy  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States, 
that,  from  and  after  the  thirty  first  day  of  December 
next,  the  payment  of  duties,  taxes,  debts,  and  generally 
of  all  sums  of  money  whatsoever,  which  have  then 
accrued  and  become  payable,  or  which  shall  there- 
after accrue  and  become  payable  to  the  United 
Slates,  or  to  any  public  officer,  agent  or  other  person, 
for  their  nse,  will  be  demanded  in  the  gold,  silver  and 
co|>per  coins  of  the  United  States,  or  in  such  foreign 
corns  as  have  been  or  shall  be  made  current  by  law. 
And  from  and  after  the  said  thirty-first  day  of  Decem- 
ber next,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  pnblie  ofSoer, 
agent  or  other  person  whomsoever,  employed  in  the 
cdleetion  or  receipt  of  the  revenue,  or  other  public 
money  whatsoever,  to  accept  or  allow  payment  of  any 
such  duties,  taxes,  debts  or  sums  of  money  whatsoever, 
in  any  other  medium  than  in  the  said  coins,  or  in 
Treasury  notes:  Pravidedf  aluwysj  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  authorise 
and  permit,  as  heretofore,  the  notes  of  any  bank  or 
bankers  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the 
said  coins,  to  be  accepted  and  allowed  in  all  payments 
to  the  United  States. 

Sac.  2,  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  firom  and 
after  the  said  thirty-first  day  of  December  next,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  not  aolhoriie  or  peiw 
nit  any  public  money  to  be  deposited,  or  to  eontinae 
to  be  d^osited  with  any  bank  or  bankm,  whoee  notes 
an  not  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  said 
coins  of  the  United  States,  or  in  foreign  coins  made 
current  .by  law  as  afuresaid.  And  from  and  after  the 
said  thirty-first  day  of  December,  all  public  moneys 
shall  be  deposited  in  such  secure  places  in  the  States 
and  Territories  respectively,  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States,  shall  designate  and  appoint 

Sac.  3.  And  be  itjutiber  enaetea.  That,  from  and 
after  the  said  thirty-first  day  ef  December  next,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause 
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legal  measures  to  be  taken  for  enforcing  a  lawftil  pay- 
ment of  all  sums  of  money  due  to  the  United  States 
on  account  of  bank  notes  or  depositee  from  any  bsnk 
or  bankers,  whose  notes  are  not  then  nayable  and  paid 
on  demand  in  the  said  coins  of  the  United  States,  or 
in  foreign  coins  made  current  by  law  as  aforesaid. 

Sxc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  from  and 
after  the  said  thirty-nrst  day  December  next,  upon  any 
promissory  notes,  or  notes  payable  either  to  bearer  or 
to  order,  issued  by  any  of  the  banks  or  corporations 
who  issne  and  discount  notes,  bonds  or  obligations, 
either  inoorporated  or  not  incorporated,  which  now  are 
or  heiMftar  shall  be  estabUshed  in  the  United  States 
or  Territories  thereof  there  shall  be  levied,  ooUeeted 
and  paid  the  several  stamp  duties  fiillowing-^ 

If  not  exceeding  one  dollar,  ten  cents. 

If  above  one  dollar,  and  not  exceeding  two  dollars^ 
twenty  cents. 

If  shove  two  dollars  and  not  exceeding  three  dollars, 
thirty  cents. 

If  above  three  dollars  and  not  exceeding  five  doUars, 
fifty  oents. 

u  above  five  dollars  and  not  exceeding  ten  doUarsb 
one  dollar. 

If  above  ten  dollars  and  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars, 
two  dollars. 

If  above  twenty  doUars  and  not  exceeding  filly  dollars, 
five  dollars. 

If  above  fifty  dollars  and  not  exceeeding  one  hundred 
dollars,  ten  dollars. 

If  above  one  hundred  doUars  and  not  exceeding  ^le 
hundred  dollars,  fifty  dollars. 

If  above  five  hundred  dollars,  one  hundred  dollars. 

And  in  relation  to  the  stamp  duties  herein  and 
hereby  imposed,  there  shall  not  be  allowed  any  annual 
or  other  composition  or  commutation,  but  the  same 
shall  be  specifically  collected  for  and  upon  the  stamps 
affixed  to  the  notes  hereby  charged  therewith,  saving 
the  rights  of  all  persons  under  existing  contracts. 
And  it  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue  to  cause  to  be  provided  so  many  roariu  and 
stamps,  differing  from  each  other,  as  shall  correspond 
with  the  several  rates  of  duty  aforesaid ;  but  each  stamp 
shall  express,  among  other  things,  the  following  words 
at  length,  in  distinct  snd  legible  characters:  *'Not  a 
specie  note."  And  all  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled, 
*<  An  act  for  laying  duties  on  notes  of  banks,"  dtc, 
passed  on  the  second  of  August,  one  thousand  eight' 
hundred  and  thirteen,  and  of  the  supplements  thereto, 
passed  on  the  tenth  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  shall  be  applied  to  the  stamp 
duties  imposed  by  thii  act,  as  fully  as  if  the  same  were 
herein  recited  and  re-enacted,  except  so  for  as  respects 
the  rates  of  duty  and  an  annual  composition  in  lien 
of  the  stamp  dutisa.  Fremdid  dhomfe,  neoeHkeiea, 
That  if  any  banks  or  bankers  shall,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  November  next,  certify  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  that  their  notes  will  be  payable  and  paid 
in  coin  as  aforesaid,  upon  demand,  aftsr  the  thirty-first 
day  of  December  next,  and  if  it  appear  to  his  satis- 
foction  that  payment  is  to  be  made,  then,  with  respect 
to  such  banks  and  bankers,  the  rate  of  duty  and  the 
privilege  of  composition  and  commutation  shall  remain 
in  all  respects  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed. 

THE  TARIFF, 

The  House  proceeded  to  coouJer  the  bill  regu- 
lating the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnafire:  wuen 
The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Robb,  and 
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depeaiding  on  the  4th  ikistftist,  was  modified  bf 
the  moirer,  and  agreed  to  hj  the  House. 

A  motion  was  itoade  by  Mr.  Roberts  on  to  re- 
commit the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House. — Negatived. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  HtresR  further  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting,  at  the  end  of  the  34th 
line  of  the  1st  section  of  the  printed  bill,  the  fol- 
lowing proviso : 

«*  FrmiUtdt  Thai  woelini  cMw,  or  dodis  ofwhiah 
wool  m  the  aiaterial  of  ehiaf  nJve,  iIm  oiigina]  coal  of 
wirfoh  aft  the  plaoa  whenoa  escorted  tfkaOk  sot  ozeaed 
(hfloo  alitUings  starfing  per  iqiiara  yard,  skaU  ba  alMJ^ 
ged  with  BO  bighOr  du^  tkui  twolv*  and  a  half  per 
oentom  ad  Talortm  i  bat  suoh  dotbi}  to  be  aaUtM  to 
the  advantage  of  this  proviaioB,  shall  be  impoftad  in 
separate  and  distinct  packages,  which  shall  eaataui  so 
doth*  Hia  prima  ooat  of  which,  at  the  place  whenoo  ex- 
ported, shall  exceed  three  shillings  sterling  per  syweaj 
yard/' 

And  the  question  beinf  taken  on  agrtaiag  to 
tbB  said  proviao,  it  was  (fetermined  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  51,  nays  85,  as  follows :    • 

TxAS — ^Messrs.  Archer,  Baer,  Barbonr,  Bndcen- 
ridge,  Biyan,  Burnside^  Chappell,  Clarke  of  North 
Carolina,  Clayton,  Ciopton,  Cooper,  Colpepar,  Ed- 
wards, Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Gold,  Goldsboroogh, 
Goodwyn,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Huger,  Huagerford,  John- 
son of  Virginis,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  Law,  Lewis^ove, 
Lovett,  McKee,  Middleton,  Moore,  Murfiree,  Nelson 
of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Pickens,  Pleas- 
ants, Handolph,  Roane,  Robertson,  Shefiey,  8n|ith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  Virginia,  dtnart,  Taylor  of  South 
Ctoolina,  Tdfair,  Voee,  Wflde,  WiUiams,  VMtfiit, 
and  Tancey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Atherton,  Baker, 
Bassett,  Bateman,  Baylies,  Bennett,  BirdsaU,  Bosa, 
Bradbary»  Brooks,  Ca^,  Calhonn,  Chaa^pion,  CtHey* 
Olcndennin,  Comstook,  Conner,  Crawford,  Crek htoDr 
Oiocheron,  Cnthbert,  Darlington,  Davenport,  Daibi^ 
Glasgow,  Gri^in,  Hahn,  Hammond,  Harain,  Bawes,. 
H<mkinson»  Holbei<»  Ingham,  Jewett,  Johnaon  of  Ken* 
tacky,  Kent,  Langdon,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  to^Oi^ 
Lyoo»  Maday,  Marsh,  Mayrant,  MoCov,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Milnor,  Moseley,  Newton,  rfoyes,  ^aftis, 
Pickerifeig,  Piper,  Pitkin,  H^nolds,  Rugglosi  Beigeaat, 
8avage»  Schendt»  Sharpe,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
8oulhard|8tearnk.  Strang,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tao^ 
Thomas,  Throoj^  Townaead,  Tucker,  Ward  of  Maa- 
sachusetu,  Wai9  of  New  iTork,  Wendovsr,  Wheaton>. 
Whiteside,  Wilcox.  Wilkin,  WiUoUghby,  Thomas 
Wilson^  WUUam  Wilson,  Woodward,  and  Yatea. 

A  taottofi  w*a  tben  oiade  by  Mr.  Hoobr  to 
atiiicu  oiot  the  word  ".^^  eoaiained  in  the  Mdi 
line  of  the  firat  aeetion,  so  as  to  reduue  the  duty 
on  woollen  nmncifaeturea  from  twenty^v^  p«r 
cencoUi  ad  valorem,  lo  twenty  per  eet^tum  ad 
mloreflti.  And  rbe  Question  being  taken  thereon, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negatire — yeas  1^,  nays 
84,  as  follows  i 

Teas — ^Mossrs.  Archer,  Baer,  Barbour,  Brecken- 
ridge,  Bryan,  Bumsido,  Champion,  Clarke  of  North 
Carolina,  Ciopton,  CnhMper,  Outhbert,  Edwards,  For- 
ney, Forsvtb,  Gaston,  Goldsborougb,  Goodwyn,  Hale, 
Hardin,  Huger,  Hungerford,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kerr 
of  Virginia,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis, 
Love,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  McKee,  Middleton, 


Moors,  MurfrOe,  Nelson  of  Maasaehusetts,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  neasanta,  Randolph,  Roane,  Roberta,  Root, 
Smith  of  Vhrginia,  Sturgsa,  Telfiur,  Themaa,  Vase, 
Wilcoz,  Wilde,  WiUiama,  Woodward,  Wriglit,  umI 
Yanoey. 

Nats*— Meaara.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Atharton,  B»* 
ker,  BateoMui,  Bs^lie^  BeuMtt,  Birdsall,  Boasv  Brad- 
bmy,  Brooks,  Brown,  C^djf,  Calhoun,  Cannon*  Chip- 
man,  Cilley,  Clayton,  ClaBdennin,  Comataak,  Cannsa, 
Cooper,  Crawfoid,  Creighton,  Cro^eron,  Dariallg;^A, 
Davenport,  Dosha,  Glasgow,  Gold,  Griffin,  Hahn,  Ham- 
mond, Uawea,  Hopkinson,  Hulbert,  Inghan,  Jewalt, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Langdon,  Lyle,  layon, 
Maclay,  Marsh,  Mason,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McLean  of 
Kentudty ,  Milnor,  Newton,  Ormaby,  Parris^  Pid^ering, 
Piper,  Pitkin,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Rugglea,  Sergeant, 
Savage,  Sehenck,  Sharpe,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Marylaa^iSoiithard,  Staamab  Strong,  Tag- 
gart, Taul,  Throop,  Townsend,  Tucker,  Ward  of  Mas- 
sacfausetta.  Ward  of  New  Tork,  Ward  oTNew  Jertay, 
Wendover,  Wbeaton,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  WlDougliby, 
Thomas  Witsen,  WiiUam  Wilson,  and  Tates. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wa.id,  of  Massa' 
chusetts,  10  reduce  the  duty  on  hemp  from  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight,  to  one 
dollar  per  hundred  Weight.  And  the  question  be- 
ing taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negntrvv. 

A  motion  was  then  unde  by  Mr.  Ttomm  far- 
ther to  amiend  the  said  biH,  by  Mrikiog  out  fdem 
the  first  seotion  thereof  the  following  Words : 

"  Trovided,  That  all  cotton  cfeths,  or  doths  of  which 
cotton  is  the  material  of  chief  value,  (axoapting  nan- 
keens imported  directly  from  Chinar)  the  Origindi  cost 
of  which  at  the  place  whence  imported  sbsS  be  Isai 
than  twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  shall  be  taken 
and  deemed  to  have  cost  twenty-five  cents  per  squsia 
yard,  atid  shall  be  charged  with  dut^  accordingly,  and 
on  cotton  yarn  or  thread  the  same. 

And.  the  i|oeatio«  beilig  taken  titeraon,  it  wsm 
dettrmiiied  in  the  oefatif  ■'fcaa5l,.gayaaa,ii» 

foUiHaa: 

Vnns^MMMa.  Baer,  Barbour,  Baasatt,  Bfyaa,Bitm- 
aida,  ChiaaMsidtt,  Clarke  of  North  Oaroliaa,  Oulpopar, 
GuthtM,  Bdwaids^  FMsyOi,  Gaatata,  0oiaabo<iougb, 
Goodwyn,  Sda,  Sraraia^  Hevtar,  nendeiaou,  nrttgot, 
Hungekbt^  Jotmaan  of  Vnginia,  Kerr  trf  Ti«gbiia, 
King  of  North  Cseeifam,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lovett, 
LMnpktas  LyOb,  Mi^e,  Moore,  Neham  of  "MassMte- 
aeits,  Mekwii  of  Tbrginla,  Plekens,  Pteaasnts,  (Rair- 
dolpb,  Roaaw,  Rab^taon,  Roes,  Shafihy,  Smith  of  ¥fr- 
giB&m  T^lor  of  South  Car^tna,  Telfi^  Tfaounn^ 
Tucker,  Vose,  WUoox,  Wilde,  WIffiama,  WVigbt,  Uili 
Taiioay. 

Ni^«a-^M«saNk  Adgate^  Alexander,  Areher,  Aftttr- 
ton,  BalMe,  nMamini,  Bennalt,  Beits,  Bmlssu,  Bmb^ 
BMdHary,  BrtMftln,  Bvowu,  Oady,  OAous,  ChtfppiiB, 
CMeitaMi,  Ciloy,  dendenUte,  CooMtock,  €k(4«^Aik€, 
Orelgltton,  Ci^ehomn,  DarNngton,  Davenport,  BMia, 
Glaagow^  Gold,  Hfiffin,  Gioavenor,  Hldm,  Bammead, 
HaWea^  Hi^fMOtt,llidbert,  Ingham,  iaiteon,  JeweR, 
Johisaon  of  Keiittt^,  Kent,  Langdon,  Lowndes,  Mia- 
day*  Marsh,  Maaon,  Mayfant,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tucky, MMdieion,  Milnor,  Newton,  Ormaby,  Pattflb 
Piper,  Pitkin,  Powell,  RmoldB,  Root,  Rugg]es,'Ser- 
geaot.  Savage,  Sdtettek,  Sfaaipe,  Smith  of  Pennayl^- 
nia,  Smi^  of  Maiyhmd,  Southard,  Sdmig,  Taut, 
Throop,  Totrnaend,  Wallaee,  Ward  of  Ktw  Yevk, 
Ward  of  New  leroey ,  Wendover,  Wheaton,  Whitaaide^ 
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WOktn,  Willoiigliby,  Thomts  Wtbon,  William  WU- 
•on,  Woodward,  and  Yatea. 

ne  bill  was  then  farrher  amended,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  tbird  time  on  Monday 
next. 


^»m 


MoNDjkT,  April  8. 

Mr.  Lowndes,' from  the  Committee  of  Waya 
mid  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  (he  Ull  from 
the  Senate  "  for  the  relief  of  John  Holkar,  for- 
merly Cottsol  Greneral  of  France  to  the  United 
States,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment, 
and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  or 
tbe  Whole. 

Mr.  NsLaoN,  of  Virginia,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  imguice  into  the  official  ooaduat  of 
ludse  Tallmadge,  made  a  report;  which  was 
rcaoj  and  the  reaelution  therein  .coatained  was 
coBcitrfed  in  hy  Ae  House,  as  follows: 

Bmdmd^  Tbit  the  Beaato  of  the  UnltodBlBMaba 
Hamate  J  to  pevBMt  the  .aiCeadaBBa«f  .the  Haai.  Ifa« 
dnn  iSaafonlv  a  aembar  of  thair  body,  befiira  the 


anHao  of  the  House  of  BanfcaeBtatifoa  MoiJitad  to 
into  thoaCcial  oandaet  of  JndsaTaUmadgo, 


toba  atfinimad  Haaeimy  Iho  irtjocta  eae^aiaad  in  ^ 
praeadfaig  rapaat  wlatm  to  the  oUcgod  miaoocidact  «f 
Mgo  TaHnMdge  aliia  offioe,  as  one  of  the  jadgaa  of 
Ifaa  diatridk  OMMt  fer  the  State  of  Noir  T«tk. 


Orelarvd,  *]n>atlhe  sererat  committees  of  the 
whole  House  to  whom  are  commined  the  rarious 
bitts  a«d  raports  originating  with  tbe  'Committee 
of  Okmns,  be  discharged  irooi  the  further  con- 
atderatioti  thereof;  a:nd  that  they  be  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for 
theraKef  of  Wflliam  Hamon. 

Oa  motion  ot  Mr.  Plbasajitb,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
passiug  a  law  giving  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
an  act  of  the  Gieneral  AosembW  of  VLrginia, 
paeaed  at  their  last  oessian,  entitw  ''Ana^t  in- 
corporating  a  company  for  the  purpose  of  impro* 
ring  the  navigation  or  James  &i?er  from  War- 
wicK  to  Rocketi's  Landing,"  and  that  they  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  othersvise. — Mr.  Plbab- 
▲NTs,  Mr.  Bbeckenbidqs,  and  Mr.  Clopton, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treas&ury  was  instructed  to  lay  before  this  House 
a  statement  of  all  the  loans  made  to  the  Gov- 
ernment by  the  several  banks  since  the  1st  of 
March,  1812,  desiffnatfng  at  what  times  and  on 
what  terms  kuch  mans  were  made. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  tbe  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  report  of  tbe 
commissioners  for  settling  claims  to  land  in  the 
Western  district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana ;  which 
i^as  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nbwton, 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required  to  report  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Uotted  States, 
at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  whether  any, 
and  if  any,  what  alterations  or  modifications  are 


necessary  to  be  made  in  the  laws  estabtishiiig 
ports  of  entry  and  delivery ;  and  what  new  reg- 
ulations, if  any,  are  required  for  tbe  goremment 
of  the  same ;  and  also  whether  ports  of  entrjr 
are  not  multiplied  beyond  the  number  whidi  pol- 
icy prescribes  for  the  safe  colleetton  of  the  tev- 
enoe. 

Ordered.  That  the  ComnHttee  of  Commeree 
and  Mannmctures  be  discharged  from  a  furdier 
consideration  of  tbe  several  petitions  and  reaoln- 
tions  referred  to  them  during  the  present  aeaston 
respecting  the  establishment  of  ports  of  entry 
ana  delivery,  and  that  they  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  btll  from  the  Senate  <*  for  the  benefit  of 
the  widow  and  children  of  Robert  Fulton,  de* 
ceased,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  Mr. 
GROBvaifOR,  Mr.  TvqKBR.  Mr.  Sbrobamt,  Mr. 
Sharps,  Mr.  CRsraHTON,  Mr.  Connbr,  and  Mr. 
Calboun. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  establish  a  sys- 
tem of  navigation  for  the  United  States,"  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Coramrttee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Orderedj  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole^ 
to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  more  con- 
venient arrangement  of  the  times  and  places  of 
holding  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States 
for  the  districts  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
be  discharged  from  a  further  consideration  of  the 
same,  and  that  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

THS  TABIFF. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on 
iniports  and  tonnage,  was  read  the  third  time; 
and  the  question  stated,  '*  Shall  the  bill  passT' 

Mr.  RAafinoi.vfi  meved  that  tbe  bill  be  post- 
poned to  December  ne^t  In  making  this  mo-^ 
tion,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  not  -actnated  by  the 
usual  motives  of  dmllar  motions.  It  proceeded 
fVom  a  belief  that  the  subject  bad  not  been  prop- 
erly and  maturely  prepared  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  He  wished  tine  subject  postponed 
to  the  next  eeasion,  that  the  system  might  be 
printed  collaterally  with  the  present  duties,  that 
every  member  might  take  it  home  and  consult 
his  cdn^Ituents — those  whose  opinions  he  ought 
to  respect.  The  bill,  Mr.  R.  said,  had  been  pre- 
cipitated through  lihe  Hous^,  and  the  discussion 
on  it  ahowed  a  strange  and  mysterious  connexion 
between  this  meiasure  and  i)ne  (the  bank  bill) 
wluoh  had  just  passed*  and  was  now  beyond  the 
eenwol  of  this  House*  Another  reason  for  referring 
tbe-aubjeci  to  the  next  sesauHi  waa,  be  said,  the 
materiu  injury  it  would  produce  on  the  reTemie 
if  adopted  now ;  and  at  this  tiae  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  ought  strictly  to  goard  against 
any  deficit  in  the  ivveane.  He  thooght  the  imk 
sons  for  postponement  were  imperious. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  motion 
for  postponement.  Amoug  other  argomenia,  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Rahuolpb,  he  said  it  was  extremely 
necessary  to  adopt  at  once  some  permanent  sys- 
tem on  which  commercial  men,  as  weQ  as  oth- 
ers, might  rely  with  confidence*   V  the  tarlfif 
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were  not  passed,  the  commercial  commuoity 
would  have  to  look  to  the  next  session,  without 
knowioff  how  to  shape  their  condoct,  or  form 
their  calculations,  uncertaia  of  the  policy  which 
mieht  be  then  adopted. 

Mr.  LowNDSs  also  offered  some  remarks  in 
replv  tp  Mr.  Randolph,  and  against  postponing 
the  bill.  He  denied  the  charge  of  precipitation 
in  the  Secretanr  of  the  Treasury  in  making  his 
report ;  and  referred  to  the  circular  letters  long 
since  sent  to  various  quarters  in  search  of  infor- 
mation, to  show  that  the  Secretary  had  not  acted 
prematurely,  and  that  measures  were  long  ago 
taken  to  obtain  all  possible  light  on  the  suDJect. 
Mr.  L.  admitted  that  there  were  particular  fea- 
tures in  the  bill  about  the  passage  of  which  he 
was  not  anxious;  but  in  a  system  so  extensive 
there  must  be  particular  parts  on  which  mem- 
bers could  not  agree.  As  a  whole,  however,  he 
bad  no  doubt  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  reve- 
nue, dtc,  and  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Calhoun  had  no  intention  of  entering  in 
a  discussion  of  the  motion ;  but  he  wished  mere- 
ly td  reply  to  the.  insinuation  of  a  mysterious 
connexion  between  this  bill,  and  that  to  establish 
the  bank.  He  denied  any  improper  or  unfair 
understanding,  and  could  challenge  the  House  to 
support  the  charge.  In  fact,  Mr.  C.  said,  the 
most  zealous  friends  of  the  bank  were  generally 
unfriendly  to  this  tariff;  and  the  warmest  friends 
of  either  could  not  be  found  on  the  same  side. 

After  some  further  conversation  between  Mr. 
Randolph  and  Mr.  Calboon,  the  question  was 
taken  bj  yeas  and  nays,  on  tbe  postponement, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  47,  nays  95, as 
follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Baer,  Breckenridge,  Biyan,  Bom- 
side,  Champion,  Clarke  of -North  Carolina*  Clopton, 
Cnlpeper,  tSdwards,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Goldsboroagh, 
Hale,  Hall,  Hardin,  Herbert,  Huger,  Hnpgerfbrd, 
Kerr  of  Yirginist,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lovett,  Lyon, 
M cKee,  Murfree,  Nelson  of  Ya.,  Pickens,  Pickering, 
Randolph,  Reynolds,  Roane,  Robertson,  Root,  Sheflfoy, 
Bmithof  Vs.,  Btusrt,  Tate,  Tayk>r  of  South  CsroUna* 
Telfair,  Thomas,  Yose,  WUcoz,  WUde,  WUliams, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Ather- 
ton.  Baker,  Barbour,  Bassett,  Batemau,  Baylies,  Ben- 
nett, Betts,  Burdsall,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Brooks,  Cady, 
Caldwell,  Calhonn,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Chipman, 
Clayton,  Clendennin^  Comstock,  Conner,  Cooper, 
Crawford,  Cretghton,  Crocheron,  Cuthbert,  Dariing- 
ton.  Davenport,  Desba,  Glssaow,  Gold,  GriJBn,  Groe* 
venor,  Hahn,  Hammond,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Hop- 
kinson,  Ingham,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Jackson, 
Jewett,  Johnson  of  Yirginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Kent,  Langdon,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Maday, 
Marsh,  Mason,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Ken- 
lucky,  Middleton,  Milnor,  Moore,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Parris,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Buggies,  Ser- 
geant, Bavsge,  Schenck,  8baffpe»  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Smith  of  Maiylsnd,  Southard,  Strong,  Storges, 
Taggsrt,  Taul,  Throop,  Townsend,  Tucker,  Ward  of 
New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wendover,  Whea- 
ton,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  WilloQghbVr  Thomas  Wilson, 
William  WUson,  Woodwsxd,  and  Yates. 


The  question  then  recurred  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill ;  when 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  and  spoke  nearly  three 
hours  in  opposition  to  tbe  bill,  and  generally 
against  the  policy  of  encouraging  manufacturings 
establishments  at  all,  especially  against  the  pro- 
priety of  affording  a  hign  bounty  oy  taxing  the 
community. 

Mr.  Wbigbt  also  spoke  some  time  against  the 
bill ;  as  also  did 

Mr.  Telfair,  who  opposed  the  bill  In  a  speech 
of  half  an  hour;  when  the  question  on  the  pas- 
sar^e  of  the  bill  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  88,  nays  54,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Adgate^  Alexander,  Archer,  Ather- 
ton,  Baker,  Baibonr,  Bsssett,  Batsman,  Baylies,  Ben- 
nett, Betts,  Birdsall,  Boss^  Brooks,  Brown,  Csdy, 
Caldwell,  Calhonn,  Cannoq,  Chipman,  Clendennin, 
Comstock,  Crawfoid,  Creighton,  Crocheron,  Cuthbsit, 
Darlington,  Davenjport,  Desha,  Glasgow,  Gold,  Grae- 
venor,  Hahn,  Half,  Hammond,  Hawes,  Hendereon, 
Hoptineon,  Ingham,  Irwin  of  Penneylvmnia,  Jewett, 
Johnson  of  Kentodky,  Kent,  Langdon,  Lowndes, 
Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Maday,  Marsh,  Maeon,  Mayrant, 
McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Milnor,  Newton,  Noyes, 
Ormsby,  Parris,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Powell, 
Boggles^  Sergeant,  Savoge,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Smith  of 
Penn^lvania,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Strong, 
Taggart,  Taul,  Throop,  Townsend,  Tucker,  Wsdiaoe, 
Ward  of  New  York,  Ward  of  New  Jeraey,  Wendo- 
ver,  Wheaton,  Whiteside,  Wilkm,  WiUonghby.Thoa. 
WUson,  WiUiam  Wilson,  Woodward,  and  Yates. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Baer,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Biy* 
an,  Bnmside,  Champion,  Clarke  of  North  Carolina, 
Clopton,  Culpeper,  Edwards,  Forney,  For^th,  Gaston, 
Goldsborongh,  Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hardin,  Heister,  Her^ 
bert,  Huger,  Hongerford,  Johnson  of  Yiiginie,  Keir 
of  Virginia,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lovett,  hjon,  if  oore, 
Murfree,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Vir^ 
ginia,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Randolph,  Reynolds,  Rob- 
ertson, Roane,  Root,  Ross^  Shelley,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Steams,  Stuart,  Tate,  Taylor  of  South  Csrolina,  Tel- 
fair, Thomas,  Yoee,  Wilcox,  Wilde,  WiDiams,  Wright, 
and  Yancey. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JoaKSON,  of  Kentucky,  the 
House  then  took  up  the  resolution  fixing  the  pe- 
riod of  adjournment. 

After  some  conversation  on  the  propriety  of 
various  days  which  were  named,  and  the  inex- 
pediency of  fixing  at  this  time  on  any  day  for 
adjournment,  a  motion  to  postpone  the  resolution 
until  Monday  was  made  and  carried. 


Tdbbdat  April  9. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  tbe 
survey  of  two  millions  of  acres  of  tbe  public 
lands,  in  lieu  of  that  quantity  heretofore  author- 
ized to  be  surveyed  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
as  military  bounty  lands ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Plbabantb,  from  a  select  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  to  iocorpor- 
ate  a  company  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
James  river ;  which  was  twice  read  and  commit- 
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ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoose,  ptssed 
forthwith  through  the  committee,  and  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  HoPKiNsoN,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject  of  regulating  the  proceed- 
ings of  Congress,  reported  two  resolutions  pro- 
viding that  the  business  of  ail  kinds  which  may 
remain  uo  finis  bed  at  the  close  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, shall  be  taken  up  at  the  next  session  at  the 
Srecise^ point  to  which  it  shall  have  progressed 
uriog  the  present  session;  which  resolutions 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the 
more  convenient  arrangement  of  the  times  and 

S laces  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United 
itates  for  the  districts  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia^''  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  following  bills  passed  through  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  were  reported  to  the  House, 
and  severally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  to  wit :  The  bill  to  fix  the  commissions 
of  the  collectors  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal 
duties,  &c. ;  a  bill  to  increase  the  compensation 
now  allowed  to  gangers,  weighers^  inspectors, 
^.,  employed  in  the  customs ;  a  bill  declaring 
the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  authorizing  the  city  of  Charles- 
ton to  lay  a  certain  duty  on  vessels  from  foreign 
ports;  and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and 
children  of  Captain  Z.  Morgan .  ' 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  settle- 
ment and  payment  of  certain  claims  for  the  ser- 
vices of  the  militia ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
aiid  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Hamon,  and  on  the  several  subjects  thereto  com- 
mitted; and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  Hamon;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Ross  and  Samuel  Breck,  surviving  ex- 
ecutors of  John  Ross,  deceased ;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  Farrar.  William  Young,  and 
William  Moseley ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Wilson ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Paul  D. 
Butter;  the  bill  to  authorize  payment  for  the 
county  court-house  of  Hamilton,  m  the  State  of 
Ohio;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rufus  S.  Reed 
and  Daniel  Dobbins;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones;  the  bill  for  the.re- 
lief  of  Joseph  Wheaton;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Manasseh  Minor;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Flood;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  president 
and  directors  of  the  Washington  Bridge  Com- 
pany; the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Asher  Palmer; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  supervisors  of  th  e 
county  of  Clinton,  in  the  State  of  New  York ; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Crosby  and  John 
Crosby,  jr. ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bphraim 
Shayler ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tavlor  &  Mc- 
Neal,  Evans  &  McNeal,  and  Henry  ^  John  Mc- 
Cleister;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Todd; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Farish ;  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Audrain,  without 


amendment ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  a  company 
of  the  80th  brigade  of  Virginia  militia,  com* 
manded  by  Captain  Jonathan  Wamsley ;  and  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  O'Flyng,  and  Abigail 
and  Edmund  O'Flyng,  with  an  amendment  to 
each ;  and  their  ajrreement  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  on  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Barry  and  George  Hodge." 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  have  leave  to  sit  again  upon  the  residue 
of  the  said  order. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  <*  for  the  relief  of 
a  company  of  the  20th  brigade  of  Virginia  mi- 
litia, commanded  by  Captain  Jonathan  Wams- 
lev,>'and  to  that  **for  the  relief  of  Patrick  O'- 
Flyng, and  Abigail  and  Edmund  CFlyng,''  were 
read  and  concurred  in  by  the  Houseiand  the 
said  bills  ordered  to  be  severally  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrar  and 
others  was  amended  at  the  Clerk's  table,  and,  to- 

? ether  with  the  several  other  bills  to  which  the 
'ommittee  of  the  Whole  have  reported  their 
assent  as  aforesaid,  were  ordered  to  be  severally 
enarossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  from  the  Senate  <'  for 
the  relief  of  Edward  Barry  and  George  Hodge/' 
with  the  report  thereupon,  lie  upon  the  table. 

A  meskage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^'for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of  George  Nebinger,"  with  an 
amendment,  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David 
Gelston  and  Peter  A.  Schenck,  and  on  the  sev- 
eral bills  thereto  committed ;  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  owners  of  goods 
entered  at  Hampden,  in  the  district  of  Maine, 
with  an  amendment;  which  was  read  and  con- 
curred in  bv  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Carr( 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to  ait 
again. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  to  aa- 
thorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
alter  the  road  laid  oat  from  the  foot  of  the  rapids 
of  the  river  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  western 
line  of  the  Connecticut  reserve;  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow* 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of 
lands  forfeited  to  the  United  States  in  the  district 
of  Jefiersonville,  at  the  land  office  in  said  dis- 
trict; and  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  author- 
ize the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  sell 
a  certain  part  of  a  tract  of  land  reserved  for  the 


1365 


HISTOBT  OF  CONeRBSa 


1366 


H.  OP  R. 


Death  of  Mr.  Simford. 


Apsil,  1816u 


UM  of  that  Slate;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  hills  were  reported  without  amend- 
ment. 

Ordared^  That  the  first  mentioned  hill  be  en- 
grossed, and,  together  with  the  bill  from  the  Ben- 
ate,  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  hill  piroTiding  for  the  sale  of  a 
tract  of  land  at  the  British  fort  at  the  Miami  of 
Lake  Erie,  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids,and  Ua  other 
purposes;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  he  eugrosaed  and  read  a  thitd  time  on 
Friday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of 
the  tract  of  lavd  at  the  Lower  Rapids  of  Saadue* 
\j  river ;  and  after  soeae  timie  speiu  theaein,  the 
bill  was  reported  witheut  ameadmeat,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  an4  read  a  third  time  oa 
Friday-  next. 

The  Hodse  resolved  itself  mto  a  Comaittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  reeokiiioA  direetlng  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  compile  aod  pnot,  bieahially,  % 
register  of  the  oivU,  militarv,  aii4  naval  officers 
oithe  United  States;  and  atter  soaM  time  spent 
therein,  the  reeolntien  waa  reported  wHnout 
amendment,  aad  ordered  to  be  eugresaed  aad 
read  a  third  tine  to-mevrew. 

Th«  House  resolved  iiarif  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  payoMUt  of  the 
militia  in  the  eaae  therein  mentioMd ;  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  hill  was  reperttd 
without  amendment. 

The  said  bill  was  then  amettdad,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  ximt  en  Thurs- 
day next. 

DBikTH  OP  MR  STANl^OftD. 

Mr.  GAStOM  announeed  the  death  of  Richard 
SYAifVOBD,  a  member  of  this  House,  from  the 
State  of  North  Carolina :  whereupon, 

Raotoed^  unanimowly,  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  order  Ibr  superintending  the  ftmeral  of 
Riehaid  Stanford,  deceased,  late  a  ReprasentaUve  ftom 
the  State  of  North  OaroKaa. 

And  Messrs.  OAStoN,  Tancsv,  Ctrtpspra, 
Forney,  Pickeno,  Clarhr,  and  Edwaros,  were 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

Ruf^cedj  That  the  membeis  of  this  Hoose  wiO  tes- 
tify their  respect  for  the  memoiy  of  Bichard  Stanford, 
laie  one  of  their  body,  by  wearing  crape  oa  the  left 
aim  for  one  month. 

R$aohed,wumimomal^,  That  the  members  ofthii 
House  wlU  attend  the  foneral  of  the  late  Bichard 
Stanford,  ti>'mofrow»  at  12  o'clock. 

Ordered^  That  a  message  be  seat  to  the  Senaie 
to  notify  them  of  the  death  of  Rie«ARD  Stan^ 
YORD,  late  a  member  of  this  Houses  and  that  his 
funeral  will  take  place  to-morrow  at  18  c^eloek. 

Ordered,  That  when  the  House  adjourns,  it 
will  adjourn  until  the  day  after  toHoaorrew. 


TatiRSDAT,  April  IL 

Mr.  Caldwell  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
ilihibitants  of  Steuben ville,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 


prayioj^  that  a  pubUe  road  may  be  laid  out  asid 
made  from  Washington,  in  Pennsylvania,  to  the 
head  of  Sandusky  bay,' in  the  Sute  of  Ohio.— 
Referred  to  the  committee  appointed  u^n  the 
same  subject  on  the  30th  ultimo. 

Mr.  Newtoh,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  making 
appropriations  for  rebuilding  light-houses,  and  for 
completing  the  plan  of  lighting  them  according 
to  the  improvements  of  Winslow  Lewis;  for  pla- 
cing beacons  and  buoys;  for  the  preservation  of 
Little  Qull  Island ;  and  for  surveying  the  coast 
of  the  United  States ;— which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on 
the  subject  of  revenue. 

Mr.  Newtom  aiso  reported  the  bill  from  the 
Senaie  <^for  the  relief  of  Xaverio  Nandi,"  with- 
out amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Richard  Ridaeley  and  others. 

Mr.  Wilcox,  from  Ue  Committee  on  Penstoos 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  cei^ 
cerning  invalid  pensioners  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Commiuee  of  the  Whole  or 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Hrrbrrt,  from  the  oommittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ^supple- 
mentary to  an  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  incoipo- 
rate  a  company  for  maktoff  certain  turnpike  roads 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment;  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  co-day. 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  Jobnson,  of  Kentucky,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  iato  the  ex- 
pediency of  continuing  in  force  the  law  in  rela- 
tion to  Indian  trade.— Mr.  JoBiiaoir  of  Kentucky, 
Mr.  JAOxaoiff,  Mr.  ALSXAHimR,  Mr.  Ltoji,  and 
Mr.  Baylibb,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  **  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Qeorge  Nebin* 

?er,"  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
*ensLons  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

The  bill  to  rewaxd  with  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  the  captors  of  certain  Algeriue  vessels 
was  called  up  bv  Mr.  Forsyth,  on  whose  motieo 
it  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  ^'ia 
consideration  of  the  valor  and  promptitude  with 
which  the  capture  was  effected  y^  and  the  bill  was 
then  ordered  to  be  enarossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  reported  oy  the  Currency  Committee 
to  compel  specie  'payments,  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Calhoon,  recommitted  to  the  select  commit- 
tee, for  the  purpose  of  snaking  some  amendment 
in  its  details. 

In  moving  the  recommitment,  Mr.  C.  remarked 
that  the  miMlification  intended  to  expunge  a  fea- 
ture [the  high  duties]  in  the  bill,  which,  if  re- 
tained, would  probably  re<mire  more  discussion 
than,  at  this  late  period,  the  House  would  be  will- 
ing to  devote  to  it ;  and  that  it  wouldj  perhaps,  be 
better  not  to  agitate  the  question  during  the  pres- 
ent session. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the  public 
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i»v«Da«io  the  lnwfal  money  of  the  United  States, 
•nil  that  it  he  recommitted  to  the  Committee  upon 
the  subject  of  an  Uniform  National  Currency, 
fihigrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz : 
An  act  to  fix  the  commiMions  of  the  collectors 
of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  dnties,  and  to  revire 
and  eoatinne  in  force  **  An  act  fnrther  to  provide 
for  the  collection  of  dnties  on  imports  and  ton- 

An  act  to  iacrease  the  compensations  now  al- 
lowed bf  law- to  inspectors,  measnrers,  weigherS) 
and  gangers,  employed  in  the  coUeciion  of  the 
cmoms; 

An  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
aots  of  the  State  of  Sooth  Carolina,  anthorizing 
the  City  Council  of  Charteetea  to  impose  and 
nelleot  a  dnty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from  for- 
eign ports;  and  to  acta  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
authorizing  the  impositioa  and  ooUeecton  of  a  d«ty 
oo  the  tonnago  of  vessela  in  the  ports  of  Savan- 
nah and  St,  Mary's; 

An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Coa^ffese  to  an 
aot  of  the  Qenerai  Assembly  of  Virginia,  tbcrein 
mentioned ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  orphan 
ehildren  of  Zacqoille  Morgan,  late  a  eapiain  in 
the  United  States'  Army ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Hamon  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Ross  aad  Sam^ 
iseft  Breck,  sarviviog  executors  of  Charles  Ross, 
deceased ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrati  WilKam 
Yoong,  William  Moseley,aad  William  Leach; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson ; 

Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  Paul  D.  Butler; 

An  act  author iaing  the  paymeat  for  the  court- 
house of  Hamilton  county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio; 

An  ael  for  the  relief  of  Rnfus  S.  Reed  and 
Daniel  Dobbins; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheatoa ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Msnasseh  Miner ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Ap  Cataehy 
Jones; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Flood; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  President  and  Di- 
reetais  of  the  Washtayton  Bridge  Company ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Asher  Palmer ; 

An  aot  for  the  relief  of  the  supervisors  of  Clin- 
tmi  county,  in  the  State  of  New  York ; 

An  act  foe  the  relief  of  John  Croeby  and  John 
Cro^,  jr. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ephrsim  Shayjer ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Taylor  ^McNeal,B  vans 
4b  McNeal,  and  Henry  and  John  McLeister ; 

An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Charles  Todd : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Farieh ; 

An  net  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Audrain ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  a  company  of  non-com- 
massioned  officers  and  privates^  of  the  dOth  brigade 
of  Virgrnia  mtlhta)  commanded  by  Captain  Jon- 
athan Wamsley : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  O'Flyng  and 
Abigail  O'Flyng  and  Edmund  O'Flyng; 

An  act  to  suthorize  the  sale  of  lands  forfeited 
to  the  United  States,  in  the  district  of  Jefferson- 
ville,  at  the  land  oflSce  in  said  district ; 


An  act  for  the  payment  of  militia  claims,  in 
the  cases  therein  mentioned;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  owners  of  goods 
entered  at  Hampden,  in  the  District  of  Maine ; 
were  severally  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  joint  resolution  requiring  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  compile  and  print,  once  in  every  two 
years,  a  register  of  all  officers  and  agents,  civil. 
military,  and  naval,  in  the  service  of  the  Uniten 
States,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bills  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
alter  the  road  laid  out  from  the  foot  of  the  raplde 
of  the  rirer  Miami,  of  Lake  Brie,  to  the  western 
line  of  the  Connecticut  Reserve ;"  ^  An  act  to 
authorize  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  to 
sell  a  certain  part  of  a  tract  of  land,  reserved  for 
the  use  of  said  State ;"  aad  ^An  act  supplement- 
ary to  an  act  to  incorpomte  a  com|»any  for  mak- 
ing certain  turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia," were  severally  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  Houae  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
Bible  Societies  of  the  United  States ;  and  after 
some  lime  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported 
with  amendments,  which  were  read  and  ooocur- 
red  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  he 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow* 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commiltee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  alter  certain  parts  of 
the  act  providing  for  the  government  of  t&e  Ter- 
ritory of  Misaouri ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein  the  bill  was  reported  without  amendment 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comaeittae 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  fVom  the  Senate  <^to 
increase  the  pension  of  William  Munday  f*  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  wns  re- 
ported with  an  amendment,  which  was  read  nod 
concurred  in  by  the  Hoaeciand  the  hill  osiemd 
to  be  read  a  thud  time  to»mane(W. 

The  House  resolved  iuelf  iiKo  a  CommiMee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  of  Ihia  Houae,  fqrthaf  eii- 
tending  the  time  for  iesaingaDd  kcnthigmiliiMy 
land  wamnte,  and  for  other  pvrposes ;  and  on  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  farther  eitending  the  time 
for  issuing  and  locating  military  land  wnnnats, 
and  for  oth«p  purposes ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  was  reported 
without  amendment. 

Ofdered.  That  the  said  foill  from  the  Senate 
be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow,  and  that  the  bill 
of  this  House  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  CommUteeof 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  Sarah  Baston 
and  Dorothy  Storer;  and  aAer  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again^  which  was  refused, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Moses 
Turner;  and  after  sometime  spent  therein,  the 
bill  was  reported  with  amendmeots,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 
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The  Hoaae  resolved  itaelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  hill  confirming  certain  lands 
to  the  county  of  Arkansas,  in  the  M issoari  Ter- 
ritory, to  the  heirs  of  BILsha  Winter,  deceased, 
to  the  heirs  of  William  Winter,  deceased,  and 
to  Gabriel  Winter;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Crawford  and  Frederick  Bates;  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read  and  concurred  in 
by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Alexander  Roxburgh,  deceased,  and  on  the 
petition  of  Maria  S.  Tyson ;  and  after  some  time 


be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow, 
and  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  dis- 
charged from  further  considering  the  petition 
of  Maria  S.  Tyson,  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

A  messaffe  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government 
for  the  year  1816,"  with  amendments,  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  Tbe 
Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  concerning  the  entry 
of  vessels  at  the  port  of  Middletown,"  and  a  reso- 
lution "  for  printing  the  laws  relative  to  natural- 
ization," in  which  bill  and  resolution  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PBB8I0B1CT  OF  THE  UnITBO  StaTES  : 

lb  Ike  Senate  and  Bouse  of 

Stpreeeniaiieee  of  the  United  Statee : 

With  a  view  to  the  more  convenient  airangement 
of  the  important  and  growing  business  ooonecAed  with 
the  grant  of  exclusive  rights  to  inventors  and  authors, 
I  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  distinct  oAee  with- 
in the  Department  of  Skate,  to  be  ehaiged  therewith, 
under  a  Director,  with  a  salary  adequate  to  his  ser* 
vioee,  and  with  the  privilege  of  franking  commnniea- 
tions  by  mail  from  and  to  the  office,  I  rocommend, 
also,  that  further  restrainti  be  imposed  on  the  imuesof 
patents  to  wrongful  elaiments,  and  further  guards  pro- 
vided against  fraudulent  exactions  of  feea  by  persons 
posiBsssd  of  patents. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

AraiL  11, 1816. 

The  Message  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  in  addi- 
tion to  an  act^  entitled  'An  act  in  relation  to 
the  Navy  Pension  Fund ;"  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  without 
amendment,  and  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  resoWed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 


the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  con- 
firming to  the  Navigation  Comoanv  of  New  Or- 
leans the  use  and  possesaioa  or  a  lot  in  the  said 
city ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill 
was  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-mprrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  payment 
of  a  sum  of  money  to  James  Levins ;  also,  on  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiiirson  the 
petition  of  John  Rodgers,  and  others,  and  on  the 
petition  of  Joseph  Stewart,  and  otherq ;  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported 
with  an  amendment;  also^  the  agreement  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted in  the  said  report. 

The  amendment  to  the  said  bill  was  concerted 
in  by  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrooed 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  submitted  in  the  report  afore* 
said  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows; 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitiou  of 
John  Rodgers,  and  others,  is  reasonable  and  ought 
to  be  granted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af* 
fairs  prepare  and  report  a  bill  in  pursuance  of  the 
said  resolution,  and  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  be  dbcharged  from  a  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  the  aforesaid  Joseph  Stewart, 
and  others,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  sain 
Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Dick,  William  Bruce,  and  Asa  Kitchell ;  and  af- 
ter some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported 
without  amendmeat,  and  ordered  to  be  engcoesed 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole^ 
on  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  Capitol  Square.  The  blank 
was  filled,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tuoker,  with  the 
sum  of  930,000;  and  Mr.  Clat  made  a  few  re- 
marks in  support  of  the  object  of  the  bill ;  what 
the  Committee  reported  the  bill  and  amendmeots 
to  the  House. 

The  amendment  and  the  bill  itself  were  oppoeed 
by  Messrs.  Wright  and  Nai^aoii,  the  former  of 
whom  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table ;  and  were 
advocated  by  Messrs.  Titoksr,  Calhouh,  Jack- 
son, and  RoBSRTSOM.  Mr.  Wrioht's  motion 
was  negatived ;  and  he  then  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question  of  engrossing  the  bilL 
which  were  refused  by  the  House ;  and  the  bill 
was  finally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

The  amendmenu  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  ^  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Qovernment  for  the  year  1816,"  were  read  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Home 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  upon  the  subject  of  revenne. 


Friday,  April  12. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manafectures,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
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relief  of  baac  Lawrence  aod  others,  merchants, 
of  New  York ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mt.  Nbw^on  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for 
the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt  and  John  Dennis,"  re« 
ported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Wa^s  and 
Means  upon  the  petitions  of  Blisha  Talbot  and 
others. 

Mr.  Wbiqbt,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  a  bill  concerning  the  owners,  offi- 
cers, and  crew  of  the  late  prirateer  Roger ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-day. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  on  Naral  Affairs 
be  discharged  from  so  mnoh  of  the  petition  of 
Captain  David  Porter,  as  has  been  referred  to 
them,  and  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  the 
same,  with  the  accompanying  documents. 

Mr.  Calboum,  from  the  Committee  on  an  Uni- 
form National  Currency,  reported,  in  a  nkodified 
shapci  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  collecting  the 
revenue  in  the  legal  cnrreocy.  The  amendment 
made  by  the  committee  to  the  bill,  consists  in 
striking  out  the  3d  section,  which  imposed  a  stamp 
doty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  notes  of  those  banks 
which  shall  not  pay  specie  on  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber next,  leaving  only  the  provision  which  ez- 
clodes  such  notes  from  being  received  in  payment 
of  debts  doe  the  United  States.  The  bill  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  QaoavaNOR,  the  Committee 
appointed  on  the  subject  of  an  Uniform  National 
Currency  were  inetructed  to  inquire  in  the  expe- 
diency of  prohibiting,  by  law,  the  exportation  of 
bnllion  and  specie  from  the  United  States  for  a 
limited  period,  and  that  they  report  thereon  to 
this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JavMiNaa,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  what  amendments,  if  any, 
are  necessary  to  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  grant- 
ing bounties  in  land,  and  extra  pay,  to  certain 
Canadian  volunteers,*'  with  leave  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwiate.— Messrs.  jBNNiNoa,  Yates,  and 
Barboifr,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  providiog  an  additional 
compensation  to  the  District  Judge  of  the  South- 
ern District  of  New  York,  with  the  amendment 
depending  thereto,  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-dar. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  an  a|>propriation  for 

Sraduating,  enclosing,  and  improving  the  Capitol 
Square,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  question 
on  its  passage  stated.  This  question  gave  rise  to  a 
short  debate,  in  which  Messrs,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
TooKER,  RETNOLDa,  aud  CiJTBBBRT,  advocatcd 
the  bill;  and  Messrs.  Root,  Habdin,  Wriobt, 
PicKBRiNO,  and  Wrbbtbb,  opposed  it.  The  last 
named  gentleman  mov^  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  which  motion  finally  prevailed — ^ayes  66, 
noes  51 1  and  the  bill  lies  on  the  table  accordingly. 
An  engrossed  bill  confirming  certain  lands  in 
the  county  of  Arkansas,  in  the  Territory  of  Mi»i 
souri,  to  the  heirs  of  Blisha  Winter,  deceased,  to 


the  heirs  of  William  Winter,  deceased,  and  to 
Gabriel  Winter,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 

An  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  tract  of 
land  at  the  British  K>rt,  at  the  Miami  of  the  Lake, 
at  the  foot  of  the  rapids ;  and  for  other  purposes ; 

An  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  land  at  the 
lower  rapids  of  Sandusky  river ; 

An  act  providing  for  the  distribution  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  among  the  captors  of 
the  Alfferine  vessels,  captured  and  restored  to  the 
Dev  of  Algiers ; 

An  act  to  alter  certain  parts  of  the  act  provid- 
ing for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Dick,  William 
Bruce,  and  Asa  Kilchell ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Alexander 
Roxburgh,  deceased ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Crawford, 
Frederick  Bates,  and  William  Garrard ;  and 

An  act  authorising  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to  James  Levins ;  were  severally  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrosseo  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Bible 
Societies  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  ''An  act  for  the  free 
importation  of  stereotype  plates,  and  to  encourage 
the  priotinff  and  gratuitous  distribution  of  the 
Scriptures,  by  the  Bible  Societies  within  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit: 

An  act  to  increase  the  pension  of  William 
Monday,  was  read  the  third  third  time  as  amend- 
ed; and 

An  act  further  extending  the  time  for  issuing 
and  locating  military  land  warrants;  and  for 
other  purposes ;  and 

An  act  confirming  to  the  Navigation  Company 
of  New  Orleans,  the  use  and  possession  of  a  lot 
in  the  said  city ;  were  severally  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning  the  entry 
of  vessels  at  the  port  of  Middletowo,  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  '*  for  the  print- 
ing the  laws  relative  to  naturalization,"  was  read 
three  times,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolveditselfintoaCommitteeof  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  '^  authorizing 
the  sale  of  a  lot  of  ground  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  situated  in  the  town  of  Knoxville,  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee;"  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  concerning  Pharaoh  Far^ 
row,  and  others ;  and,  after  some  time  •  spent 
therein,  the  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 
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Tbe  House  resoived  kself  into  «  Conmitteeof 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
Leveauz  Trudeau;  and,  after  sodm  tiise  sfeot 
tboreio,  the  bill  was  reported  without  aiQeodmcnt. 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
tine  to-BQorfow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Coomiitee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  reward  tbe  oflieers  and 
crew  of  the  United  States  frigate  ConstitotioA, 
for  the  oapiure  of  the  British  sloop^f-war  Le- 
Tant;  and,  after  sone  ttoM  spent  therein,  the  bill 
was  reported  without  amendment^  and  ordeKd  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-aorrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comnaittee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  btli  fcom  the  Senate  *'  provid- 
ing for  tbe  settlement  of  certain  accounts  against 
the  Library  of  Congress,  and  for  establishing  the 
salary  of  the  Librarian  f  and,  after  seaie  tiose 
spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  with  aa  amend- 
ment ;  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and 
the  hill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  thkd  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  •  Connsittae  of 
4he  Whole,  on  tbe  hill  for  the  relief  ef  Thomas 
H.  Boyle ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereia^  the 
bill  was  reported  with  an  amaBdnent ;  which  was 
eoBOurrcd  in  Imt  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commiitee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  ehildren  of  Charles  Dolph,  deoeased ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  re* 
ported  with  an  amendment ;  which  was  eoncar- 
fed  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bUl  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itsdf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  ou  the  bill  authorizinf^  the  Comptrol^- 
ler  of  the  Treasury  to  cancel  certain  export  bonds 
eseouted  by  Casper  C.  Sehult ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  thereto,  the  bill  was  repos tod  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  Comnouttee  of  the  Whole 
be  diseharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  relating  to  settlers  on  the  leads  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  it  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infonned  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  disagreed  to  the  amendments 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, **  to  increase  the  pension  of  William  Mun* 
days"  and  they  have  receded  from  their  fifth 
amendmeat  to  the  bill  of  this  House,  ^  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Qoverament  fbr 
the  year  1816w" 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  eonfiraaing  the  titles  of 
certain  purchasers  of  land,  who  parehased  (torn 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Vinoeanes  Univer- 
sity ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill 
was  reported  with  an  amendmeat ;  which  was 
eoneurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Touag 
King,  a  Chief  of  the  Seneca  tribe  of  Indians ; 


and^  after  some  time  spent  tkerain,  the  bill  was 
reported  with  amendments ;  which  were  coneor- 
red  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
eogrossMl,  and  read  a  third  time  to-aiorrow.- 

The  Hon^e  resolved  itself  into  a  Gommitiee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  authorising  the  paymeat 
of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  T.  Courtney  and  Sam- 
uel Harrison,  or  their  legal  representatives;  aad, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported without  aaendoKBC,  and  ordered  to  be  ea» 
grossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  CooMnittee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  granting  to  Amos  Spafford 
tbe  right  of  pre-emption;  and,  after  sobm  tinw 
speat  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  without  amead- 
ment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrested,  and  read  a 
third  time  to  morrow. 

The  House  then  prooeeded  to  the  oniers  of  the 
day.  On  calling  the  bill  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  Admimls  in  the  naval  servioe,  Mt.  Piaat 
BANTS  moved  that  the  Hoase  go  into  Commisiee 
of  the  Whole  on  that  bHl;  whieh  motion  was 
aeffatijred-««yes  38^  noes  6L 
/  The  bill  to  establUh  a  National  Uaivenity 
also  called  up  by  Mr.  WtLaa,  but  the  Heose 
fased  to  consider  it  by  a  large  majority. 

GENEKAL  APPROPRIATION  BQJ.. 


The  House  resolved  itself  inio  a 

the  Whole,  on  the  am«idnMnis  sepoEted  hy  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  anikittg  appropctatioBs  m  the 
support  of  Ckiveraoient  for  the  year  1816^  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported^ with  the  agreement  of  the  Conmittee  to 
the  said  amendmeats,  with  am  aoModBieiit  to  the 
last ;  whioh  was  read,  and  eoaearred  ia  by  the 
House. 

The  first,  seoond,  third,  and  foimht  of  th«  said 
amendments  ef  the  Senate^  were  then  conenried 
in  by  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  takan  to  coaenr  with 
the  Senate  io  their  fifth  ameadment,  aomaded  to 
read  as  follows : 

8se.  fL  4nd  bt  U  fuHkar  saacfad.  That,,  ftur  the 
prsseat  ye«r,  there  ahsU  be  sUewed  to  the  chiiha  e«»- 
ployed  ia  the  diSstaMloliossi  end  to  thepwoifal  epid 
engrossing  clerhs  in  the  effioss  of  the  Seeretsij  of  ikfi 
Senate  and  the  Glcik  of  the  House  of  RepraseatstiTes, 
the  following  sdditioiial  compsnsatLon,  that  is  to  sij  : 
to  all  clerks  who  receive  salaries,  iispectiYely,  not  ex- 
ceeding $800,  an  addition  of  twenty-five  per  cent  to 
sach  salary ;  to  those  above  $800,  and  not  exceeding 
$1,260,  twenty  per  cent. ;  to  those  above  $1,300,  and 
not  exceeding  $1,000,  fifteen  per  cent ;  and  to  those 
above  $1,600,  and  not  exceeding  $S,000,  ten  per  cent; 
and,  moreover,  an  additional  sain  of  twenty  per  cent, 
shall  be  sHowed  to  the  messengers  and  sssiitanti, 
rsspectifely ;  end,  fbr  die  pmpesee  aeatieiied  la  lUi 
seetion,  the  sum  o#  $88,0M  be,  and  the  same  is  hsse- 
by>  ^pprepiiatad* 

And  the  questioa  beipg^  taken  theveon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative««>yeaa  58,  nays  68^  as 
fbllows : 

T>AS — ^Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Baker,  BeHs, 
Boss,  Breekenridge*  Champien,  Claiie  ef  North  Car- 
eliaa,  Clsrfc  ef  Kentooky,  Cleadeaah^  Coaaer,  Cielgh- 
ten,  Oolpsper,  Cathbset,  Oaveapor^  Besha,  Fonaey, 
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Fonyth,  OoU,  Griflbi.  QiMT0aar»HainiMmd,  Hvwoa^ 
HopUotoD*  Huftt,  Haogeilordy  irwm  of  Ponn^lvv* 
nia,  Jackion^  Law,  Lovatt^  LiMmdef,  Maymnt,  McLaaa 
of  Kantacky^  McLaan  of  Ohio,  Middlaton,  MiUor, 
lloaelay,  Mnifraa,  Newton,  Onniby,  Pickani,  Pickar* 
ing»  Pipor,  Pleatanti,  Powall,  Saynolds,  Savafa, 
Sehenck,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Btuigai,  Tamrt,  T^ 
fiiir,  Tacker,  Vose,  Wara  of  MastachuMtts,  Wendover, 
Tbomaa  Wilaon,  and  Wright 

Nata— Meters.  Axeher,  Barbonr,  Baasett,  Bajliea, 
Bennett,  Brooks,  Brown,  Bamside,  Cady,  Caldwell, 
CaJhonn,  Cannon,  Clayton,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Con* 
fiet,  Cooper,  CrawIM,  Crocheron,  BarGngton,  £d* 
wsnii,  Ckuiton,  Glasgow,  Hahn,  Hale,  Hall,  Hurdin, 
Hiawaa,  Heiater,  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Keir  of 
Virginia,  Langdon,  LompklB,  Lyle,  Lyon,  Maclay, 
Maish,  McCoy,  McKas,  Moora,  Ifaliott  of  Vtrginia^ 
Koyaa,  Fami,  Raed,  Borne,  Root,  Boggles^  Bhiupe^ 
9m$k  ofPana^aua,  Smidl  of  Viiginia,  Soathasd, 
Ta«l,  Towaaeiiar  WaUaaa,  Ward  of  Naw  Tork»  Whaa^ 
taB,  WfaitMideb 
«iidYaJMay. 


Satukdat,  April  13. 

The  SviAXBB  Jaifl  before  the  House  a  leitai, 
adbdreaied  to  him  by  Jaoiea  Thonat}  respedttig 
hia  geeoanta,  and  the  chatgea  exhibtted  agaiast 
him  on  aoeoont  of  hia  copdiuH  aa  Qnaitemanec 
Qeaeral  ia  Ihe  armtea  of  the  Uailed  States;  It 
waa  refinrred  to  the  aeleet  comnittea  appoiated 
OB  the  11th  nitimoy  oo  the  aeeomts  of  the  said 
Janes  Thomas. 

Mr.  MgLbaii,  of  Ohio,  preaeated  a  petitioo  of 
aiiadcy  iehabitantaof  Cineinnati,  and  its  vietnicf, 
ia  the  State  of  Ohio,  prayiag  that  some  proviatoe 
may  be  made  for  the  sopport  of  Coloael  Zebeloa 
Plke^  Ihe  &ther  of  the  fate  Oeaeial  Pike,  irbom 
the  peiitieaera  represent  to  be  in  reduced  cireui»* 
staaeea. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Penaiooa 
aod  ReTototionary  Ciaioie. 

Mr.  Calhooii,  from  the  Coaimittee  oe  Natiooai 
Curreney,  who  were  inatruoted  to  ioqoire  into 
the  ezpedleaey  of  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  exportatioa  of  bullioii  and  apeete,  reported  a 
xeaolotion,  that  it  ia  inexpedient,  at  the  presaat 
time,  to  make  the  prohibition ;  which  waa  read, 
aod  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FoaavTB,  from  the  Committee  on  Forein 
AAiirs,  to  whom  waa  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  *^  to  establish  a  ayatem  of  narlgaltoa  for 
the  United  Slates,"  reported  the  aame  without 
ameodmebt,  and  the  bill  waa  conmiitted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

TheSrBABBalaidbefore  the  House  aletter  from 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  aoeoropaaied  with 
a  statement  of  the  loans  made  to  the  QovemmeBt 
by  the  several  baoka  within  the  United  Siatea 
amee  lat  Maroh,  1B12;  which  were  ordered  le 
lie  00  the  table. 

OrtUred^  That  the  biU  maktog  aa  appropria^ 
tioa  for  enctosing  and  improving  the  public  square 
near  the  Capitol,  be  recommitted  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to^y. 

The  Hooae  proceeded  to  recoasider  iheir  amead- 
ment,  proposed  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  *^to 
iacrease  the  pension  of  William  Munday,''  le 


whieh  the  Senate  have  disagreed ;  whereupon,  it 
was  resolved  that  this  Houae  recede  from  theif 
said  ameadnent. 

Bngroased  bills  of  the  folio wiag  titles,  to  wit; 

An  act  concerning  Pharaoh  Farrow,  and  others  $ 

An  set  for  tlie  relief  of  Charlea  Leraoz  Tru* 
deaii; 

Aa  act  rewarding  the  officera  and  crew  of  the 
frigate  Gonstittttioo,  for  the  capture  of  the  British 
sloop-of-war  Levant ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  ehildren 
of  Charles  Dolph,  deceased ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Boyle ; 

Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  Yoang  King,  k  Chief 
of  the  Seueca  tribe  of  Indians ; 

An  act  confiranng  the  titles  of  certaia  pur^ 
chasers  of  lands,  who  purchased  from  the  Bootd 
of  Trustees  of  the  Vincennes  University; 

An  act  autfioriawg  the  paymeat  of  a  sma  of 
moaey  to  Joho  T.  Courtney  and  Samuel  Haivi- 
see,  or  their  legal  representatives  $ 

An  act  gmntiag  Amos  Spafford  the  right  ef 
pre'eetptioa ; 

An  act  aoiiiociging  the  Comptioller  ef  the 
Treasury  to  oaneel  oertaiii.expevt  ooads  exeeuted 
by  Casper  G.  Sehait;  were  sevevaUy  read  the 
third  time,  and  named. 

Bills  of  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit: 

An  set  authoriiing  the  mle  of  a  lot  of  groaad 
bolonging  to  the  United  States,  situated  in  the 
town  of  Kaoxville,  and  State  of  Teaaessee; 

An  act  pfovidioc  for  the  settlement  of  certaia 
aceouats  moaaast  the  Library  of  Coagrem,  and 
for  establishing  the  salary  of  the  Librariaa,  aa 
amended ;  were  severally  read  the  third  time,  aad 
passed. 

The  title  of  the  latter  bttl  was  amended,  by  ia* 
serting,  after  the  word  Congrem,  these  wordai 
**fot  extending  the  privilege  ef  using  the  boeks 
therein." 

The  Hook  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  joint  resdution  to  indemnify 
Jabez  Mowry,  and  others ;  and,  after  some  tlom 
spent  therein,  the  resolution  was  reported,  with 
an  amendment;  which  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House,  and  the  resolution  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to*day. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth 
Hamilton ;  and,  oo  the  questioa  of  ordertog  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  readings- 
Mr.  Root  spoke  at  considerable  length,  and 
with  much  eeu  against  the  bill  j  and  moved  that 
it  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Pensions, 
that  they  might  supervise  their  report;  whieh 
motion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  bill  was  advocated  by  Menra.  WaieaT, 
JottneoB)  of  Kentucky,  Combtock,  and  Picnsn* 
Hie,  in  so^ort  of  which  various  documents  weie 
read,  aad  furthct  opposed  by  Mr.  Root;  after 
which,  the  question  on  engrossing  the  bill  for  a 
third  readiag,  was  carried  bva  large  majority.  |M 

The  House  resolyed  itseir  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill,  supplementary  to  the  eel 
pasaed  on  the  dOth  day  of  March,  l£tOfl^  to  regw- 
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ions,  as  he  preferred  the  b«?»1  dcfanoe,  bttt  of  Um 
knid  whose  udiity  and  nuungement  we  were  well 
aeqaminted  with. 

Mr.  Midbi^tom's  motion  to  insert  foar  Instead 
of  three  steam  frigates,  was  negadved  bf  a  large 
majoritr. 

Mr.  WfiBSTaR  then  moved  teamead  th«  lull 
by  striking  oat  the  words  directing  two  of  ibe 
batteries  to  be  stationed  In  the  Chesapeabe  and 
tba  other  at  NerwOrlcans,  so  as  to  leave  tbetr  af« 
plioatkm  to  the  direction  of  the  Pfeaidcnt. 

Mr.RoBEBTBOif  could  aeiconseot  totfae  amend- 
ment. The  ffreat  distance  of  Now  Orleans  from 
tbe  Seat  of  Gvrernment  and  ffiun  oiiwr  parts  of 
tbe  United  Stales,  ramiirtd  a  coasiaBt  defence 
there ;  it  oi^gfac  not  to  be  leA  to  an  anconatn  pro- 
tection. From  die  CheBa|p|eake  and  other  parts 
they  could  make  known  their  wants  immediately, 
and  obtain,  in  case  of  emergeocy,  prompt  aid  from 
the  QoTernment,  backed  also  by  a  nnmeroos 
repteaentttion    hore.     A  steam  frigate   might 

Cisibly  flsoTo  from  New  York  to  Pntladeipbta, 
tiMbciieved  it  impractioalAe  to  navigate  the 
ooast  with  them  to  New  Orleane ;  a  vovwe  to 
which,  from  any  of  the  other  cities,  was  ae  dimcntt 
and  dangerous  as  one  across  the  Atlantic.  It  was 
therefore  aeceuary  to  have  one  built  and  eta* 
tioned  there.  The  President  iii%ht  act  deem  a 
Inflate  so  necessary  for  the  Mississippi  as  he  (Mr. 
R.}  did,  and  he  wished  to  legislate  on  it  to  pnt 
his  obaoot  beyond  accident  or  anything  else.  The 
Legislature  of  Louisiana  had  considered  it  so  ioi* 
portant  that  they  had  instructed  their  refMreeenta- 
tafves  in  Congress  to  use  their  best  exertions  to 
obtain  one  for  the  waters  of  that  State.  He  re* 
peatod  that  a  place  so  important,  so  weak  and  so 
distant,  ooffbt  to  have  a  certain  and  assured  pro- 
teolioa.  However  much  may  have  been  stated 
in  dieor)r  that  steam  veaeels  could  aavi^e  the 
ocean,  still  it  remained  antrted  and  questionable. 
He  wanted  no  confidence  in  the  fibtecutivc  {  bat 
the  best  way,  .be  said,  to  get  boMaessdcae  is  do 
do  it  owvelves ;  and  he  wished,  thortfofe,  to 
cure  the  defence  of  Now  Orieans  by  a 


provision. 

Mr.  Glat  felt  the  saaae  desire  for  the  deteee 
of  New  Orleans  as  his  friend  from  Louisiaiia; 
but  be  mfust  surely  be  stnick,  said  Mr.  C,  with 
the  Impropriety  of'^directing  one  Jteam  fri^to  lo 
be  ntationed  at  this  place  and  one  at  another,  ioc 
We  may'confideatiy  rely,  he  said,  on  the  Press* 
dent  of  the  United  States  for  the  pradeat  appia* 
satioa  of  the  public  foree;  a  eontsary  course 
woold  imply  a  suspicion  of  aa  improper  employ* 
ment  of  the  foree  i^  the  BKceutiv^  which  he  was 
certain  the  Naval  Committee  did  not  mean. 

Mr.  PioKaniiio  had  no  objection  to  the  amend* 
■Mnu  The  President  of  the  United  States,  hav- 
ing here  near  him  a  board  of  experienced  naval 
oftcers,  would  be  alwaysready  to  act  on  the  busi- 
aem  wkh  the  best  advice.  He  agreed  with  Mr. 
F0R8TTB,  that  instead  of  additional  atcam  bat- 
teries, we  had  better  have  more  seventy-fours, 
which  can  move  with  facilitjr  from  one  point  to 
another.  Steam  frigates  might  be  peovliarly 
proper  for  Charleston  and  New  Orleans,  aad  he 


was  willing  to  have  two  for  those  places,  bnt 
more  he  could  not  approve. 

Mr.  Plbaoabto  said,  that  the  Natal  Comiiirttoe 
bad  taken  advice  of  those  best  qualified  to  aflbrd 
It,  and  they  had  sanctioned  the  cearie  repotted 
in  the  bill.  He  thought  there  was  no  impropriety 
in  ezpressinf  by  law  where  certain  engines  m 
defence  sbooTd  be  employed.  Tiiey  were  floating^ 
battericR,  and  it  was  no  less  proper  to  say  tboy 
should  be  placed  at  parttcalar  points,  than  to  di- 
rect by  law  the  erection  of  a  Imd  battery  at  tbis 
or  that  place.  Mr.  P.  adverted  to  the  conrse  ptie- 
sued  by  the  late  enemv,  whose  first'attempts  were 
in  the  Chesapeake,  which  he  took  poasesston  of, 
and  of  course  of  all  its  extensive  waters.  Mr.  P. 
also  referred  to  tb^t  wide  scope  which  the  Chesa- 
peake afforded  to  the  t^mtionbnf  an  enemy ;  the 
immense  trouble  and  expense  required  to  defend 
its  shores  and  those  of  iu  tribntarf  waters;  and 
to  enforce  the  necessity  of  providing  for  it  now 
a  partievlar  and  adequate  defence,  by  which  the 
expense  might  be  avoided  of  calling  out  a  double 
feroe  at  so  many  points  to  repd  an  enemy  when 
he  came.  Though  he  should  vote  against  the 
amend  meat,  Mr.  P.  said  he  felt  every  confidence 
in  the  Executive,  and  should  aeouiesce  in  the 
ameadment  with  pleasure,  if  the  House  accepted 
it. 

Mr.  WsBaTCB  said  if  the  President  of  this  Uni- 
ted States  be  the  Commander-in^hief  of  the 
Naval  force,  it  was  certainly  improper  to  take 
out  of  bis  bands  the  direction  of  it.  He  consid- 
ered the  eteam  frigates  strictly  a  part  of  that  foree, 
and  there  was  an  impr^riety  in  not  leaving  it  to 
his  control.  The  law  autfaoriziDg  the  one  built 
at  New  York  did  not  fix  it  there  permanently ; 
and  to  do  so  i«  this  case  be  thought  unnecessary 
as  well  as  improper,  believiog  that  those  frigates 
eonld,  as  had  bc»n  aseerted  by  experieirced  per- 
sons, be  moved  from  one  place  to  another,  as  tbe 
eximicy  might  demand. 

Mr.  wnnnvBa'a  motion  was  then  agreed  to  by 
a  large  majority,  and  tbe  bill,  as  amended,  or* 
dered  to  a  third  reading  tiem.  ooit. 


Monnav,  April  15. 

Mr.  Yabobt,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
naadea  report  on  tbe  petition  of  Thomas  Miller 
aad  8«e|die&  Bidcer ;  which  was  read ;  when  Mr. 
Y.  reported  m  bill  for  the  relief  of  TboaMs  Mil- 
ler and  Stephen  Baker ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bin  for  tbe  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz, 
aad  others. 

Oriendf  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be 
discharged  from  a  further  consideration  of  tbe 
eevenl  petitions,  aad  other  matters  referred  to 
them  during  the  present  session,  and  upon  which 
they  have  not  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  RoaEBTBOif,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  have  been  referred  the 
several  petitions  from  inhabitants  of  tbe  State  of 
Lonisiana  and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  in  rela* 

Ition  to  the  decisions  of  the  Boards  of  Commkf^ 
sknait  on  their  olaiBs  to  land,  made  a  report 


1ST3 


HI8T0BY  OF  CQNaRni& 


1374 


AlviL,  18t6. 


PnieeidKbitft. 


H«  ovR 


thereon ;  whiefi  wn  retd;  wlieii  Mr.  R.  reported 
ft  bill  to  ettahlith  a  Board  of  ComotiHUHiers  to 
decide  finaUy  oa  eiaims  to  land  ki  Leaisitiia  and 
fbe  Mississippi  Territory  $  whieii  was  read  tuioif; 
aadf  loffetlier  with  the  report,  ordered  to  ite  oa 
the  table. 

Mr.  liOWKmsi  £roni  the  Connuttee  of  Ways 
aftd  Meaas,  reiMnpied  a  bill  inereasins  <ha  coai* 
paMfttiaa  ot  FaUicMiaistaM  (io#ld^ ;)  which 
waasaad  twtiss^  and  aoHuncMd  tathe  Gownilttae 
at  ^m  Whole  da  Iherapeiri  of  thaComasttiaa  of 
WMtaad  Means -oiiaa  ihani^Mt  d[  ravenaet. 

WTt.  LowiraMB  riso  reparied  a  biit  for  reAoelaf 
the4ttliaB  oa  iieeases  to  retailers  of  wmes,  eprr- 
itttoas  liquors,  and  foreign  tnerchaodise ;  which 
wasT«ad  twice,  and  comnftted  totheComitiittee 
of  the  W^ole  last  mentioned. 

Mt.  Nfinrtoiv,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
mittee and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  building  of  three  lighl-housea,  viz: 
one  on  Race  Potat;  ooe  oa  Point  Common  ^ 
and  one  oo  the  island  of  Petite  Maaoa,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whok 
oa  the  rapoft  of  ibe  GooMmUee  of  Ways  and 
Meaac  upas  t^  sal^t«f  reveoiie. 

Mv»  Casiasvofl^  from  the  CooMuttee  oti.Raads 
aad  Oaoais,  reported  ab^i  id  authorise  the  ear- 
aejrtng  and  making  a  voad  in  the  liliaois  Terri^ 
tory  s  which  was  read  twice,  ^nd  aoarmiited  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cbeiobton  also  reported  a  bill  making  an 
appropriation  fbr  repairiog  the  road  from  Duck 
Rrrer,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  Madison- 
YMe,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  between 
Fort  Hawkins,  in  the  "State  of  (Georgia,  and  Fort 
fikaddard ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
ID  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  PLsaaANTS/  from  the  Committee  on  Narai 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  ^'  to  reward  the  oiieers  and  crew  of  the 
Uaited  Stated  frigate  Conrtitution,"  made  a  re- 
poft  thereon  3  which  was  read,  and,  together  with 
tike  bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JaififiRoa,  from  the  committee  appointed 
oa  the  13th  instant,  reported  a  bill  supplemental 
to  an  act  entitled  **An  act  granting  bounties  in 
land  and  extra  pay  to  certain  Canadian  rolun- 
leers  f  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
aoarossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  ''to  abolish  the  eiistiag  duties  on  spirits  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  Slates,  and  to  lay  other 
dttliee  in  lieu  of  these  at  present  imposed  on 
Kcenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors,^'  was 
read  and  concurred  in  bf  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  '*  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Indiana 
Territory  to  form  a  constitation  and  State  gor- 
ernment,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
origiaal  States,**  were  read  and  concurred  in  by 
the  Hotise. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  joint  committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
baaioess  depending  before  the  two  Houses,  to 


aacertain  what  portion  required  to  be  acted  on  at 
the  present  session,  aod  when  it  will  be  expedi- 
ent to  close  the  same;  whereupon  the  House 
came  to  tbe  following  resolution : 

JResolvid,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatires 
be  authorized  to  close  this  session,  by  the  adjourn- 
ment of  their  respectire  Houses  on  Saturday, 
the  20th  day  of  April,  instant. 

An  engrossed  resolution,  entitled  "A  resolution 
to  indemnify  Jabec  Mowry  and  others,*  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

EngroMMd  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 

An  act  supplementaryto  the  act  passed  on  the 
9^h  day  of  March.  18te.  to  regulate  trade  and 
iB«ercoarse  with  the  Indiao  trHies,and  to  pre- 
serre  peace  on  the  frontiers; 

An  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Naty 
Cf(  the  United  States ;  aod 

Aa  act  prof  id  Fo^  Ibr  tbe  sale  of  certain  lands 
in  the  Stale  of  Ohio  formerly  set  apart  for  refu- 
gees frogi  Canada  and  Nora  Scotia ;  were  net- 
erally  read  the  third  timci  and  passed. 

A  laessage  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill  '^  sup- 
plementary to  tbe  act  to  proride  additional  rev- 
enacs  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Oorernment 
and  raaiataioiog  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a 
direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  prortde 
for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same,"  with 
amendments ;  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tions recommended  by  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  making 
certain  alterations  in  the  mode  of  transacting 
the  business  of  Congress ;  and  the  said  resolu- 
tions being  again  read,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed,  until  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mt.  Brrrs,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before  Congress,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session,  (as  fully 
as  the  same  can  be  made,)  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  loan-office  and  final  settlement  certifi- 
cates, issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Conti* 
oenial  Congress,  and  now  outstanding,  unsatis- 
fied ;  designaliog  ^rach  as  are  barred  by  statutes 
of  limitation  only,  and  such  as  remain  unsettled 
for  other  reasons. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee 
•i  the  Whole  on  tbe  Mil  regulating  the  currency 
within  the  United  States  of  the  gold  coins  of 
Great  Briiato,  France,  Portosal,  and  Spam,  and 
the  erawns  of  France,  and  fire^ranc  pieces  of 
Napoleon ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
bill  was  reported  with  amendments ;  which  were 
eoacorred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  John  P. 
Maxwell  and  Hugh  H.  Maxwell ;  and  after  some 
time  soent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  vilhoat 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee 
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of  the  Whole  oa  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  ft  surveyor  of  the  public  Unds  in 
the  Territories  of  Illinois  and  Missouri ;  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  reported  it  with  an 
amendment;  which  was  concurred  ia  by  the 
House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
entitled  '*An  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land 
titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of 
Missouri ;"  and  after  some  time  ^pent  therein  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  confirmation  of 
claims  to  land  in  the  western  district  of  Louis- 
iana ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill 
was  reported  with  amendments;  which  were 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  fixing  the  compensa- 
tioQ  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives; and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill 
was  reported  with  amendments;  which  were 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  ensrosstdj  and  read  a  third  time  to*morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  for 
the  relief  of  Edward  Wilson,"  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  with 
amendments;  which  were  coucurred  in  by  the 
House,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  fur- 
ther supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  *Aq  act 
providing  for  the  indemnification  of  certain 
claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritoVy ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
bill  was  reported  with  amendments ;  which  were 
concurred  m  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  or* 
dered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  iueif  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  **  re- 
specting the  late  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop- 
of- war  Wasp ;"  and  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  bill  was  rejwrted  with  amendments;  which 
were  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ^'for  the 
relief  of  the  Baltimore  and  Massachusetts  Bible 
Societies;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  establish  post  roads ;  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  ^was  re- 
ported with  amendments;  whicnwere  concurred 
m  by  (he  House. 

The  said  bill  was  further  amended,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-mor- 
row. 


ELIZABETH  HAMILTON. 

An-  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Elizabeth  Hamilton,"  was  read  the  third 
time;  and,  on  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  pass?" 
it  passed  in  the  affirmative— ^yeas  84,  nays  30,  as 

follows: 

Tbas — ^Messrs.  Athertoa,  BasMtt,  Bossb  Brecken- 
ridge.  Brown,  Cady,  Caldwell,  Galhonn,  Champion, 
Chsppeli,  Chipmaa,  Cilley,  Clark  af  Kentocky,  Ghy- 
ton,  Conner,  Cooper,  ^yrnghton,  Cnlpqier,  CnCUbeit, 
Darlington,  Davenport,  Forney,  Gold,  GoldsboiOQgb, 
Hale^  Hardin,  Headenon,  Hopkinaon,  Hnageifofd, 
Ingham,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Ja^aon,  Jowett, 
Johnison  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Kerr  of  V iiginia«  King  of 
Maasachnsetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Langdoa, 
Law,  Lowndes,  Lyon,  lianh.  Mason,  McKee,  McLMa 
of  Kentucky,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton,  Mosolay, 
Murfree,  Nelson  of  Maasachnsetti^  Nelson  of  Vtrgiais, 
Newton,  Noyes,  Pickens,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Plets- 
ants,  Powell,  Roggles,  Savsge,  Schendc,  Sharps,  Shef- 
fey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Md.,  Steams, 
Btnrges,  Taggart,  Tate,  Thioop,  Tndker,  Yose,  Wsrd 
of  Massaehnsetti^  Ward  of  New  Toik,  Webster,  Wsn- 
dover,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wflde,  Wilkin,  Wilitama, 
Wright,  and  Tates. 

Nats — Messrs.  AlejcandsTs  Bsksr,  Baiboor,  Ben- 
nett, Betts,  Biodks,  Clendsttnin,  Glopton,  Condid, 
Crawlbrd,  Cracberon,  Desha,  Bdwam,  Glasgow, 
Gfiffin,  Hahn,  Lyle,  Maday,  McCoy,  Moors,  Purts, 
Roane,  Robertson,  Root,  Bauth  of  Virginia,  Sovlliard, 
Telbir,  Townsend,  Willonghby,  and  Woodward. 


TuESOAT,  April  16. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Samuel  Manac ; 
which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Samuel  Manac;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and 
Kurtz  and  others. 

Mr.  Abchbb,  from  the  Committee  on  fixpen- 
ditures  in  the  Navy  Department,  made  a  report; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FoRSTTB,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  made  a  report  on  the  various  petitions 
respectinsr  the  plaster  trade,  and  ibe  trade  of  tbe 
British  West  Indies,  recommending  that  no  im- 
purtatioDs  be  permitted  from  British  colonies  ia 
America,  or  the  British  West  India  islands,  but 
in  American  vessels.  The  report  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JoBNaoM,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit* 
tee  on  Military  Aflairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
liquidation  of  certain  claims,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  which  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  11th  instant,  to  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Moses  Turner,  were  taken  up.  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  "  supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
GK>vernment  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and 
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to  profide  for  MscBsing  and  eollfcUng  the  same,'' 
were  read,  aod  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  foHowiog  titles,  to  wit : 

An  act  supplemental  to  an  act  entitled  '*An 
act  granting  bounties  in  land  and  extra  pay  to 
certain  Canadian  volunteers;" 

An  act  regulating  the  currency  within  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  the  gold  and  silver  coins  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the 
crowns  of  France  aod  &we  franc  pieces ; 

An  act  concerning  John  P.  Maxwell  and  Hugh 
H.  Maxwell ; 

An  act  for  the  appointment  of  a  surveyor  of 
the  public  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Illinois  and 
Missouri ; 

Ao  act  for  the  confirmation  of  claims  to  land 
in  the  western  district  of  Louisiana;  and 

An  act  to  establish  post  roads ;  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Bills  of  the  Senate  ol  the  following  titles,  to 
wit: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Baltimore  aod  Mas- 
sachusetts Bible  Societies; 

An  act  further  supplementary  to  the  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of 
certain  claimants  of  the  public  lands  in  Mississip- 
pi Territory,  as  amended ;" 

An  act  respecting  the  late  officers  and  crew  of 
the  sloop-of-war  Wasj),  as  amended  ;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Wilson,  as 
amended ;  were  severally  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  upon  the  subject  of  revenue, 
and  uDon  the  several  bills  thereto  committed; 
and  alter  sometime  spent  therein,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  rebuilding  light-houses,  and  for  completing  the 

flan  of  lighuog  them  on  the  plan  of  Wiaslow 
lewis;  for  placing  beacons  aod  buoys;  for  pre- 
servation of  Little  uull  Island^  and  for  surveying 
the  coast  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  building  of  three  light-houses,  viz : 
one  on  Race  Ppint,  one  on  Point  Qammon,  and 
onooo  the  island  of  Petite  Manon,in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts ;  with  amendments  to  each.  The 
amendments  were  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and 
the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the 
telief  of  Richard  Mitchell ;"  and  after  some  time 
spent  I  herein,  the  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and 
Kuriz,  and  others,  aod  upon  the  several  subjects 
thereto  committed^  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Cumroutee  rose  and  reported  the  hill 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Miller  and  Stephen 
Bdker,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Mauae^od  the  hill  from  the  Senate  ^  for  the  re* 
lief  of  Xaverio  Naudi,"  without  amendmenv 
I4lll  Con.  I8t  Ssss.— 44 


The  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Thbmas  Miller  and  Stephen  Baker 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?  and  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — 54  to  48.  And  so 
the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Maoac  waa 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and.  together  with  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Xaverio  Naudi,  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

The  House  refused,  by  a  large  majority,  to  con- 
sider the  bill  confirming  to  General  Jackson,  Col- 
onel Hawkins,  &c.  certain  lands  bestowed  on  them 
by  the  Creek  Indians  in  the  late  treaty. 

CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  House,  and  the  compensation  pf  the 
subordinate  clerks  twenty  per  cent,  for  extra  duty 
in  bringing  up  old  arrears  of  business,  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Mr.  Habdin  opposed  the  bill,  with  some  warmth^ 
and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  passage. 
It  w&s  advocated  by  Mr.  Hopkinson  and  Mr. 
McKfiB,  aod  passed — yeas  64,  nays  51,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Atherton,  Baer,  BasMtt, 
BettSy  Boss,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Ciilej,  Clark  of 
Kantttcky,  Clayton »  Conner,  Creighton,  Cuthbert; 
Edwards,  Gaston,  Gold,  Grosvenor,  Hammond,  Hen- 
derson, Hopkinson,  Huger»  Jewett,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Law,  Love,  Levett» 
Lowndesy  Mayrant,  McKee,  McLean  of  Kentacky, 
McLean  of  Ohio,  Middleton,  Moore,  Nelson  of  Maa- 
saehnsetks.  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Pickens,  Piek- 
eiing,  Pinkney,  Pleasants,  Powell,  Reynolds,  Ragglea^ 
Savage,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Shefley,  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Smith  of  Maryland,  Stearns,  Stuart,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Telfair,  Tucker,  Vose,  Ward  of  Mississippi, 
Webster,  Wendover,  WilkiA,  Woodward,  and  Wright, 

Nats — Messrs.  Archer,  Baker,  Barbonr,  Bateman, 
Bennett,  Brooks,  Bryan,  Cannon,  CIendennin,Clo]pton, 
Comstock,  Crocheron,  Darlington,  Forsyth,  Griffio> 
Hahn,  Hale,  Hurdin,  Hawes,  HeiBter,  liungerford^ 
Kent,  Kerr  of  Virginia,  King  of  NorUi  Carolina,  Lang- 
don,  Lnmpkin,  Lyie,  Lyon,  Maday,  Marsh,  MeCoj^ 
Milnor,  Parris,  Piper,  Roane,  Robertson,  Root,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Sonthard,  TanI,  Throop,  Wallace,  Ward 
of  New  York,  Whiteside,  WUeox,  Wilde,  Williams, 
WiUonghby,  Thomas  Wilson,  William  WUson,  and 
Yancey* 

COMPENSATION  OF  COLLECTORS. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of 
James  H.  McCulloch,  Collector  of  the  port  of  Bal- 
timore, allowing  an  extra  compensation  to  him 
and  other  collectors,  whose  emoluments  were  ma- 
terially reduced  by  the  operation  of  the  restrictive 
system.    The  resolution  is  as  follows : 

Kuaiped,  4rc.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  authoriied  to  allow  an  extra  compensation 
for  a  limited  time  to  those  officers  of  the  castoma 
whose  emelnmenta  were  diminished  below  a  reasona- 
ble salary  during  the  rsstrictive  system. 

The  renoluiion  gave  rise  to  a  short  debate,  pe- 
culiarly interesting,  from  the  brief  but  eloquent 
narrative  given  by  Mr.  Pinkicbt  of  the  gallantry 
of  Mr.  McCttllochi  whc^  though  nearly  eighty 
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vears  of  age^  and  exempted  by  years  and  by  office 
m>m  the  toils  of  military  serfiee,  yet  shouldered 
his  musket  when  the  British  approached  Baltimore 
In  1814,  entered  the  ranks  as  a  private  soldier, 
and  was  the  foremost  to  meet  the  enemy  at  North 
Point,  where  be  received  a  wound  which  renders 
him  a  cripple  for  life. 

The  resolution  was  also  supported  by  Mr. 
Smith,  and  Mr.  Wriqht  ;  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
SBBFFBr  and  Mr.  GB08V£NOR,not  from  any  want 
of  regard  for  the  character  and  conduct  of  the 
petitioner ;  but  on  the  ground  of  the  inexpediency 
of  making  good  the  reduced  emoluments  of  the 
collectors,  who  took  their  office  with  a  foreknowl- 
edge of  its  precarious  profits,  and  because  it  was 
in  that  character  alone  Mr.  McCnltoch  appeared 
before  the  House  for  relief. 

The  resolution  was  reported  to  the  House  with- 
out amendment,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  sur- 
rey of  two  millions  of  acres  of  the  public  lauds, 
in  lieu  of  that  quantity  heretofore  authorized  to 
be  surveyed,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  as  mtl- 
ItlMry  bountv  lands ;  and  aAer  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  bill  was  reported  Without  amendment. 
The  bill  was  then  amended  at  the  Clerk's  xMt, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


WfiDNESOAT,  April  n. 

Mr.  PLfeABANTB,  fVom  the  Committee  on  Iftval 
AHIira  reported  a  bitt  appropriating  the  sum  of 
Civo  thousand  &ve  hundred  dollars  to  Captain 
8t«wart  and  crew^  of  the  S||[ren,  for  a  capture 
dtrring  the  war  with  Tripoli;  which  wiis  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-day. 

Mr.  Plsasaiits  also  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
tbe  pavment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  Rodgerti 
and  otheit;  which  was  read  twice,  and  comn&itt 
ted  to  the  last  meaiiomad.  Committee  oi  tka 
Whole* 

Mr.  pLBAAai^  VA  aiao  reported  a  bill  antbwttiiifg 
pftraffH  of  a  anarof  money  to  Jteepfa  Stewart^ 
an  others  $  whtahwaamMl  twm,  and  alw«ank^ 
mitted  to  the  last  mentioned  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  JosNsroir,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Aibin,  rq)orted  a  bill  pro- 
riding  for  eases  of  lost  military  land  warmnts, 
and  discharges  for  faithful  serrtoes ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  tkird  time  to-morrow;  • 

Ordindf  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs be  discharged  from  a  further  consideration 
of  the  resolution  of  the  7th  of  February  )ast»rel- 
alive  to  th«  trade  between  the  United  States  and 
tha  British  West  India  islands. 

Mr.  NsLaoif,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  official  conduct  of  Judge  Tall- 
madge,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  the 
r^jsoluiion  therein  contained  was  concurred  in  by 
the  House,  as  follows: 

Mmhcd,  That  aU  ftirther  prooeedings  ia  relation  to 


tbe  in^pifery  into  tiie  offieial  cendnet  of  Malthiaa  B; 
Tsllmadge,  be  postponed  until  the  next  aeMieii  of 

Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEPBCif  aov,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establisbtngan  offioe  for 
the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  at  Bdwardsrille, 
Madison  county,  Illinois  Territory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BastoN)  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  requested  to  procure  ail  the  in- 
formation he  may  be  enabled  to  obtain,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  lead  mines  of  the  United  Statea^  in 
the  counties  of  Washington  and  St.  Generic vr, 
in  the  Missouri  Territory,  and  report  the  same,  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  to  this  House. 

The  Message  received  yesterday  from  the 
pRCSiDEKT  OP  TBB  Unitbo  Stateb,  commnui- 
catinff  copies  of  a  Convention  concluded  between 
the  Xfniteid  States  and  the  Cherokee  Indians,  on 
the  second  day  of  March  fast,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Afiairs. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles  to  wit : 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  rebnif drag 
light-houses,  and  for  completing  the  p^an  of  Ivbt- 
iog  them,  according  to  the  improvement  of  Wins- 
low  Lewis ;  for  placing  beacons  and  buoys ;  for 
the  preservation  of  Little  Gull  Island ;  and  for 
surveying  the  coast  of  the  United  States ; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  building  of  three  light- 
houses, riz:  one  on  Race  PoinL  one  on  Point 
Gammon,  and  one  on  the  island  oi  Petite  Manon, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts ; 

Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Manac;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Moaes  Turner  j  were 
severally  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  ioiiowtng  titlte, 
to  wit : 

An  act  for  the  refief  of  Xa verio  Naodi ;  and 

Ao  act  for  the  reHef  of  Ridiard  Mttefaeli ;  were 
severally  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  under  discussion  yesterday,  when  the 
House  adjooroed,  to  authorize  the  surrey  of  two 
millions  of  acres  of  public  land  in  lieu  of  that 
quantity  ordered  to  be  surveyed  in  Michigan  Ter- 
ritory, was,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bHIs  concerning  field  officers  of  the  militta. 
and  the  bill  for  the  reiief  of  David  Coffin,  Darid 
and  William  Rodman,  and  Samuel  Rodman,  jr.; 
passed  through  Committees  of  the  whole  House, 
and  were  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  aothorizine  the  Potomac  Company  to 
acquire  certain  lands  by  purchase,  and  dispose  of 
water  rights,  was  iodenoitely  postponed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commitree  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  allow  the  crew  of  the 
privateer  Roger  the  legal  bounty  on  thirtv*4eren 
prisoners  captured  in  a  British  vessel,  after  the 
treatv  was  ratified,  but  within  the  time  allowed 
for  the  continuance  of  hostilities  in  the  latitude 
where  the  capture  was  made. 

A  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Marviand, 
to  make  the  provisions  of  the  bill  general,  and 
embrace  all  similar  captures,  produced  some  de- 
bate, and  was  finally  negatived. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 
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PETITION  or  JOHN  McCAULEY. 

Mr.  Plsasahts,  fron  the  Committee  on  Nmvsl 
Affiurs,  to  whom  wab  referred  the  petitioa  of 
Jaho  MeCaiile^,  pri^eageDt  foe  the  ofieers  and 
CMW  of  Che  brig  Vizea,  daring  the  war  with  the 
Regency  of  Tripoli,  with  the  report  of  the  Bec- 
telary  of  the  Nary,  made  a  report  thereon ;  wbioh 
wibB  read,  and  thie  reaolution  therein  eoniained 
was  concaned  ia  by  the  House.  The.  report  is 
aa  follows: 


The  Committee  on  N«Tal  Affiuxs*  te  whom 
iMvad  the  rnport  of  the  Sectetary  oi  the  Nhvy  on  the 
petition  of  John  McOaalsy,.priae  agent,  report : 

That  thcj  have  cowwdered  the  lepeci  of  the  fieere- 
taiy  of  the  Nutj,  tQgsther  with  the  opSnton  of  the 
Attorney  General  on  the  case  of  the  Madonna  Catv 
peliana*  oaptnied  by  the  Syren  ibr  a  breaeh  of  the 
Mockade  of  the  port  of  Tripoli  in  the  war  carried  on 
by  the  United  Sutes  against  thai  Power.  The  Attor- 
ney General  giTes  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  svbject  i» 
a  proper  oue  ibr  the  consideiation  of  Congress,  as  he 
does  not  think  it  different  in  principle  from  the  case 
of  tHe  Algerine  vessels  taken  m  the  late  war  against 
that  Power,  and  restored  at  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and 
for  which  the  captors  have  been  compensated  by  a  bill 
which  has  passed  this  House.  The  Algerine  veseels 
were  taken  in  open  war  from  an  enemy ;  fhe  Madon*^ 
Ba  CatapoUana  was  t^eh  from  a  nentra}  and  fiiendly 
Power  lor  a  breach  of  blockade,  and  restored  withont 
having  ever  been  carried  before  a  conrt  of  adn^ial^^ 
Thb  committee  think  it  would  be  canying  Uie  princi- 
ple too  fiur  to  say  that  a  veasel,  beloagmg  to  a  friendly 
and  neutral  Power,  captosed  hr  bieaah  of  hteekade, 
•ad  restored  to  the  neutral  by  the  commandsr  of  the 
Uoekading  squadron,  withont  the  csbe  having  been 
decided  on  by  a  court  of  admiralty,  [fihoold  oblige  the 
Gwf eiamentj  .to  pear-  to-  the  captors  the  suf|)osed  value 
of  such  priie.  They  there&re  recommend  to  the 
Boose  the  following  resolution : 

Uesohedf  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer 
of  the  said  petition,  and  that  the  petitioners  have 
loave  to  withdraw  their  petition  and  documentsw 

N^TT  DasiumcsvT,  March  29, 181& 

&•  J  I  have  the  honor,  kn  obediwce  to  an  order  of 
the  Honee  of  i^pteaentatives  of  the  6th  of  February 
lae^  to  transmit  to  yon,  to  belaid  belbre  them,  the  pe- 
tition of  John  Mcvauley^  with  the  papers  connected 
therewith,  and  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States,  to  whom  I  referred  the 
pointa  of  law  which  the  subject  involved.  Should 
Congress  decide,  in  conformity  with  the  opinion  of 
Uie  Attorney  Genera),  to  grant  the  amount  m  the  orf- 
ginal  valuation  of  the  brig  Transfer,  a  special  appro- 
priation will  be  necessary  Ibr  that  object  It  will  re- 
main  for  Congress  to  judge  of  the  principle  and  policy 
wfakh  led  to  the  restoration  of  the  ship  Madonna  Ca- 
tapoUana without  a  judicial  appeal,  and  how  far  the 
eeee  is  anak>gous  to  the  late  transactions  with  Algierib 

AU  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,      B.  W.  CRO  WNINSHIELP. 

The  honorable  the  SpisAXsm 

oftht  Heuae  vf  RqtruentOtivu* 

WAsaiHeTOV,  Mturth  37,  1816. 
8»f  I  have  examined  the  papers  transmitted  to 
me  with  year  lettsr  of  the  18th  of  last  month,  and 


h«ve  BOW  the  honor  to  submit^  according  to  your  re« 
qoes^  the  following  opinions  upon  the  cases  whi^ 
they  present': 

1st  It  appears  that  the  brig  Transfer  was  captured 
off  Tripoli  for  a  breach  of  blockade  on  the  17th  of 
March,  1804,  by  a  part  of  the  squadron  under  the 
command  of  CommiKlore  Preble ;  that  she  was  regu* 
lariy  condemned  as  a  prise  of  war ;  and  that  slm  was 
taken  by  the  Commodore  at  a  valuation  of  9^,000, 
and  pUoed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States^  wheie 
she  ce-operated  as  a  cruiser  with  the  sQuadnm  afoeo* 
said  in  Ae  oeuiae  of  its  snhseqnent  bettigerent  opee* 
attena.  Undac  such  a  state  of  iM^ta,  I  do  imt;thuik 
that  tibe  caploia  are  divested  of  their  prine  tnlinMl» 
They  aie  entitM  to  it  at  the  hands  of  the  Ooeetft^ 
mentf  whioh  thus  became  the  purahaserof  the  pfim^ 
Considering  this  interest  aaa  vested  one  on  their  pait» 
I  can  see  no  objection, to  a  payment  of  the  amount  by 
the  Navy  Department,  provided  thei»  be  any  existing 

rropriation  of  money  to  cover  such  pigment  I 
think  that  the  portion  of  the  prize  to  which  the 
United  States  are  entitled  should,  as  in  other  cases,  be 
applied  to  the  use  of  the  navy  pension  ftmd,  ss  di- 
rected by  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  SSd  AprU,  1800. 

Sd.  In  regard  to  the  ship  Madonna  CatapeMana, 
captured  bv  a  part  of  the  same  squadron  otf  Tripoli, 
on  the  SSd  March,  1804,  and  restinred  to  the  former 
owners  by  the  authority  of  the  Commodote,  befoeaany 
condemnatiap  or  judicial  proceedings  had,  it  wonM 
seem  olike  equitafala  that  the  eaptow  should  be  reiaih> 
bused.  I  forbsmr^  at  this  time,  the  axpressien.  of  any 
more  direct  opiiiistt  upen  this  ease,  the  power  of  Qoi^ 
gress  being  Ihlly  oompetent  to  act  upon  it,  as  in  the 
caae  now  before  that  body  of  the  Algerine  vessels 
lately  surrendered,  from  which  the  present  is  not,  ia 
principle,  distinguishable. 

I  prey  yoUi  air,  to  receive  as  an  apology  for  this, 
late  answer  to  your  letter,  that,  when  it  was  received, 
and  for  some  weeks  afterwards,  n^  constant  public 
engagements  at  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  prevented  an  attention  to  other  subjects. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc, 

RICHARP  RUSH. 

Hon.  B.  W.  Caowanvsnisui, 

iSiMrefisry  c/lfte  ifovy. 

SPECIE  PAYMENTS. 

The  House  then  reaolred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  hill  providiog  for  the 
collection  of  debts  due  to  the  Gforernmeat  in  the 
lawful  money  of  the  country — in  other  words, 
to  compel  the  baoks  to  resume  the  payment  of 
specie. 

Mr.  Cajlsqun  took  a  succinct  Yiew  of  the  bill, 
and  recapitulated  briefly  the  evils  which  demand- 
ed this  measure. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  he  felt  great  dif- 
ficulty on  this  subject;  but,  to  make  the  measure 
as  unexceptionable  as  possible,  he  moved  to  in- 
sert the  1st  of  March  next,  instead  of  the  31st  of 
December,  as  the  day  on  which  the  act  should 
commence  its  operation.  Id  the  present  situation 
of  the  currency  of.  the  country,  he  observed,  no 
specie  being  paid  anywhere,  except  in  the  New 
England  States,  if  indeed  there,  the  measure  maf 
be  attended  with  great  inconvenieDce  to  the 
Treasury,  and  also  to  the  interior  of  the  country, 
if  the  banks  are  compelled  in  a  short  time  to  pay 
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in  coin.  In  considering  the  present  state  of  the 
banks,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it  can  be  done. 
In  the  large  cities  it  would  be  attended  with  great 
difficulty,  and  with  stagnation  of  business,  be- 
cause no  man  will  make  en^gements  on  credit; 
•very  one  will  be  cautious  in  makiog  contracts 
to  pay  at  a  future  day.  The  banks  must,  in  a  great 
degree,  stop  their  discounts;  their  stoppage  will 
paralyse  those  around  them;  to  what  extent  he 
could  not  say,  but  that  it  would  be  great,  Mr.  S. 
arjg^uedj  from  the  result  of  the  late  attempt  in 
Virginia,  where  the  banks,  by  similar  coercion, 
lessened  their  discounts  greatly,  in  consequence 
of  which  flour  bad  fallen  to  five  dollars  a  barrel. 
Will  vou,  he  asked,  be  able  to  collect  your  taxes 
there)  He  apprehended  not.  Mr.  8.  said,  he 
bad  never  been  able,  with  all  his  practice  and 
experience,  to  understand  the  subject  of  money 
fully.  He  bad  a  hope,  however,  that,  if  extended 
to  March,  with  the  aid  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  this  measure  might  succeed.  The  bank 
would  contain  a  great  part  of  the  hoarded  trea- 
sure of  the  country;  after  the  three  first  instal- 
ments were  got  in,  with  importations  from  abroad, 
the  bank  would  be  able  to  pay  specie.  They  will 
postpone  gotnff  into  operation  until  they  are  thus 

Jfepared;  and  that  would  not  be  until  the  1st  of 
anuary.  This  made  it  necessary,  he  thought, 
for  the  tine  in  this  bill  to  be  extended  to  March, 
which  would  soften  the  measure  and  make  it  less 
dangerous.  But  what  would  be  done  in  the  in 
terior,  Mr.  8.  said,  he  did  not  know.  The  8ec- 
retarv  of  the  Treasury  would,  doubtless,  make 
the  change  as  easy  as  possible  by  Treasury  resu- 
lations;  but  as  the  present  officer,  it  was  unoer- 
stood,  would  not  continue,  he  could  not  tell  what 
would  be  the  efieet ;  he  feared  much  from  the 
measure.  He  hoped  it  would  likewise  be  aided 
somewhat  bf  the  tarifi)  which  would  lessen  the 
extent  of  the  India  trade,  which,  of  couri^e,  would 
not  consume  so  much  of  the  specie  of  the  coun- 
try. Mr.  8.  cited  some  fiscal  transactions  in  Bal- 
timore to  support  his  opinion,  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  would  do  everything  in  his 
power  to  lessen  the  pressure,  and  enable  the  State 
banks  to  enter  into  the  proposed  measure  without 
great  pressure  on  the  Treasury  or  on  the  coun- 
try, but  did  not  believe  the  bill  would  be  benefi- 
cial or  proper,  unless  the  time  was  extended  be- 
jond  the  day  proposed  ;  and  he  hoped,  therefore, 
nis  amendment  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  HopKiRBoif  eaid,  make  this  measure  as 
they  would,  still  it  must  inevitably  be  tery  op- 
pressive.  But  all  bad  agreed  it  was  wrong  to 
let  things  go  on  in  their  present  course,  and  that 
Congress  should  device  a  remedy  for  them.  In 
considering  this  question,  the  time,  he  said,  was 
of  much  conspqueoce.  In  aoy  great  change  in 
the  community,  time  was  necesssary  to  enable 
them  to  meet  it.  In  the  present  it  was  not,  in 
his  opinion,  necessary,  to  fix  anjr  precise  period; 
but  a  better  rule,  he  thought,  might  be  adopted. 
Mr.  H.  presumed,  the  State  banks  should  com- 
mence paying  specie  at  the  same  time  the  U.iited 
Slates  Bunk  should  begin;  because,  i^aid  be, iT 
you  compel  the  State  banks  to  open  their  vaults 


and  give  out  their  coin,  it  will  all  be  drawn  from 
them,  and  the^  cannot  continue  to  redeem  their 
note*  with  specie.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  United 
States  Bank  commeocea  before  the  State  baoka 
do,  the  same  evil  will  result  to  it ;  because  two 
banks  cannot  exist  at  the  same  time,  one  paying 
specie,  and  the  other  not.  Mr.  H.  said,  he  could 
wish,  therefore,  that  the  State  inatitntions  should 
surt  fair  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutee, 
and  instead  of  fixing  a  time  at  all  in  the  bilL 
which  might  prove  too  aoon  or  too  late,  he  honed 
it  would  M  modified  so  aa  to  say,  from  and  after 
the  time  at  which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
should  commence  its  operations.  [This  proposi- 
tion being  decided  not  to  be  at  this  time  in  order, 
no  Question  was  taken  on  it.] 

Mr.  Waro,  of  Massachusetts,  was  opposed  to 
Mr.  Smitb*8  motion,  and  to  any  extension  of  the 
period  whatever;  because  it  would  be  iojurioot 
to  the  United  States,  and  unjust  to  particular  parts 
of  the  Union.  The  Constitution,  he  said,  re- 
quired that  the  duties  to  Government  should  be 
levied  in  an  uniform  and  impartial  manner^  and 
such  a  provision  would  make  the  Constitutional 
iojuoction  null  and  void ;  for  where  would  be 
the  difference!  Mr.  W.  inquired,  between  directly 
and  expressly  allowing  a  difference,  in  collecting 
the  revenues,  to  some  parts  of  the  country,  and 
passing  a  law  which  would  indirectly  create 
such  a  difference  ?  In  some  sections  of  the  coun*' 
try  the  State  bank  notes  are  as  good  as  specie ; 
in  others  they  ate  greatly  depreciated.  Could  it 
be  riffht  that  one  section  of  the  United  States 
shouiJ  be  bound  to  pay  in  gold  -or  silTer,  or  in 
paper  superior  to  that  in  other  parts  7  They  had 
been  told  of  the  bad  consequences  which  would 
ensue  from  adjourning  without  applying  a  reme- 
dy to  the  disordered  state  of  our  currency — the 
proposed  measure,  he  thought,  would  put  it  out  of 
their  power  to  do  anything.  He  could  not  un- 
derstand the  subject  as  other  gentlemen  did ;  he 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  let  the  State  banks 
alone ;  if  they  choose  to  pay  or  not  to  pay  specie, 
still  let  them  alone,  if  they  can  get  on— we,  said 
Mr.  W.,  have  nothing  to  do  with  them  at  all ;  but 
it  is  due  to  ourselves  to  refuse  their  notes  when 
they  do  not  pay  specie.  There  was  no  mystery  in 
this  business,  any  more  than  in  transactions  with 
individuals.  If  they  do  not  pay  specie  let  their 
notes  go  out  of  circulation,  or  let  the  United 
States  refuse  to  take  them.  It  had  been  said, 
the  Government  could  not  get  on,  could  not  col- 
lect its  duties  in  particular  parts  of  the  country, 
without  the  aid  of  this  measure ; — thi3  opinion  he 
thought  erroneous"-the  Government  would  find 
no  difficulty  in  the  case.  Suppose  there  was  not 
a  dollar  of  specie  or  coin  in  the  United  States^ 
could  not  the  Qovernment  still  g:et  on  in  its  ne- 
gotiations with  the  community  without  resorting 
to  any  measure  like  this?  It  had  been  stated  in 
the  course  of  the  session,  that  the  premiums  re- 
ceived for  difference  between  Treasury  notes  and 
depreciated  notes  amounted  to  ^30,000— could  it 
be  risbl,  he  asked,  for  individuals  to  be  defrauded 
in  this  wsy  9  Suppose  the  Quvemineoi  were  to 
say,  that  Treasury  notes  should  be  received  for 


1885 


HISTOBT  OF  CONGRESS. 


1886 


Apbil,  1816. 


iSjpeoi  Paym$nt9. 


H.  opR. 


taxes,  d&e. — the  people  everywhere  owed  GoTern- 
meot,  and  the  citizens  would  very  cheerfally  take 
them.  Why  could  not  the  Gh>vernmeDt  issue 
Treasury  notes,  then,  and  direct  that  no  other 

?aper  should  be  receiTed  in  the  public  dues  ? 
^hey  would  soon  circulate  everywhere,  and  be 
had  without  difficulty.  He  thoog&t  the  operation 
would  be  easy  and  hiffhiy  expedient,  and  it  ought 
not  to  be  delayed.  If  the  depreciated  bank  notes 
would  then  answer  the  common  purposes  of  mar- 
keting, dbc.  let  them  be  used — when  they  cease 
to  be  useful  they  will  go  out  of  circulation.  Mr. 
W.  repeated,  that  it  was  partial  and  wrong  to 
exact  the  taxes  in  one  part  of  the  countrv  in  gold 
or  silver,  or  what  was  equal  to  specie,  and  receive 
in  other  parts  a  depreciated  paper.  The  banks 
in  Boston  had  never  ceased  to  pay  when  demand- 
ed of  them;  and  they  had  persevered  in  it,  too, 
without  any  aid  from  the  Government.  He  re- 
capitulated a  few  arguments  against  the  amend- 
ment, and  concluded  with  the  opinion^  that  it 
would  be  better  to  make  the  bill  take  effect  from 
and  after  its  passsage. 

Mr.  Tucker  paid,  he  rose  to  express  his  dissent 
to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land (Mr.  Smitb.)  As  one  of  the  committee 
which  had  reported  the  bill,  he  had  conceired  the 
first  of  January  to  be  upon  the  whole  the  most 
proper  period  to  commence  the  operation  of  the 

E revisions  contemplated  by  that  committee.  He 
oped  the  House  would  coincide  in  their  opinion ; 
he  hoped  we  should  not  now  shrink  from  the 
adoption  of  measures  which  were  intimately  con- 
nected with  and  formed  a  {>art  of  that  system  of 
which  the  bank  bill  was  a  principal  feature.  The 
evils  under  which  this  nation  was  laboring  had 
long  been  of  serious  and  threatening  magnitude. 
The  currency  of  the  country  was  in  a  state  of  dis- 
order and  embarrassment  which  had  been  too 
often  strongly  depicted,  and  was  too  generally  and 
seriou&ly  felt  to  require  any  farther  comment  from 
him.  In  the  strong  language  of  the  gentleqian 
from  South  Carolina,  the  disease  was  deep*rooted, 
and  it  required  the  most  rigorous  remedies  to  pro- 
duce a  cure.  Nothing  but  a  sense  of  the  absolute 
necessity  of  the  strongest  measures  to  restore 
soundness  to  the  circulating  medium,  had  induced 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  the  establishment  of  a 
National  Bank,  it  was  now  to  be  seen  whether 
we  would  follow  up  that  important  measure  by 
others  which  were  necessary  to  give  it  complete 
efficacy,  and  which  had  always  been  contemplated 
by  its  friends  as  intimately  and  essentially  con- 
nected with  its  success.  He  hoped  the  Commit- 
tee would  not  be  unmindful  of  the  change  this 
bill  had  undergone  since  it  was  first  reported  to 
the  House,  and  that  it  would  be  recollected  that 
everything  of  a  harsh  and  penal  character  had 
been  erased  from  it.  It  had  been  recommitted  on 
the  motion  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  with 
m  view  to  an  amendment,  in  which  the  select  com- 
mittee had  concurred.  They  had  stricken  out 
the  clause  imposing  an  increased  doty  upon  the 
notes  of  such  banks  as  refused  to  redeem  their 
notes  in  specie,  not  from  any  hesitation  as  to  the 
ultimate  propriety  of  adopting  such  provisions, 


but  from  a  hope  that  measures  less  energetic  might 
effect  the  great  object  they  had  in  view.    Should 
these  fail,  he  believed  there  was  a  very  general 
sentiment  Jn  the  House  favorable  to  the  adoption 
at  a  future  period  of  the  vigorous  means  which 
at  first  had  been  reported  by  the  committee.    At 
present,  however,  the  House  was  not  called  upon 
to  decide  upon  that  proposition.    The  measure 
now  proposed,  and  to  which  their  assent  is  asked. 
is  one  so  palpably  correct,  so  manifestly  right  and 
proper,  that  ne  had  hoped  it  would  have  met  with 
no  opposition.     What  is  proposed  1    Merely  that 
the  officers  of  the  United  States  should  not  receive 
the  dpties  and  other  sums  payable  to  the  Govern- 
ment in   the  depreciated  paper  of  those  banks 
which  will  not  redeem  their  notes  and  fairly  dis- 
charge their  debts.    Can  such  a  measure  be  dis- 
approved 1    Shall  not  the  United  States,  who  lay 
the  taxesi  have  the  privilege  of  prescribing  the 
medium  m  which  they  shall  be  paid  ?    Shall  the 
nation  alone  be  the  sufferer  by  a  tender  law  I 
Shall  the  humblest  citizen  in  the  commuoitv  have 
a  right  to  refuse  to  receive  of  his  debtor  tne  de- 
preciated and  worthless  paper  which  is  in  circu- 
lation, and  shall  the  nation  be  compelled  to  sub- 
mit to  such  a  payment  1    By  no  means.    Justice 
to  the  nation,  justice  to  the  various  parts  of  this 
Confederacy,  justice  to  public  creditors  require 
that  the  revenues  should  be  paid  in  a  sound  and 
undepreciated  currency.    The  system  at  present 
existing,  operates  with  peculiar  hardship  on  some 
particular  sections  of  the  Union,  and  on  some  par- 
ticular seaport  towns.    In  the  present  state  of 
things,  the  duties  and  taxes  not  only  fall  much 
more  heavily  upon  those  portions  of  the  Union 
where  the  paper  is  least  depreciated,  but  another 
consequence  fatal  to  their  interest  is  produced. 
Their  seaport  towns  will  be  materially  injured. 
The  importing  merchant  in  Norfolk,  who  can 
pay  the  duties  on  his  cargo  in  Baltimore  in  paper 
worth  twelve  per  cent,  less  than  that  of  Norfolk, 
will  find  it  to  his  interest  to  enter  at  Baltimore— 
pay  the  duties  there  and  send  his  goods  coastwise 
to  Norfolk.    He  had  heard  from  one  of  the  most 
intelligent  men  in  Virginia^  lately  from  Norfolk, 
that  things  were  already  taking  that  course.    The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  could  inform  us  whe- 
ther it  was  really  the  case.    For  his  own  part  he 
believed  it,  not  only  because  of  the  source  whence 
the  information  had  been  derived,  but  because  it 
was  the  natural  course  of  things.    Twelve  per 
cent,  difference  upon  the  amounts  of  duties  on  a 
large  importation  would,  he  presumed,  justify  the 
course  of  business  to  which  he  alluded.    Its  effect 
cannot  be  misconceived.    It  must  tend  to  accu* 
mulate  capital  where  the  duties  can  be  paid  low, 
and  to  draw  it  from  those  ports  where  they  were 
high.    Thus  by  a  strange  injustice  making,  in 
effect,  a  distinction  in  favor  of  those  who  least 
deserve .  peculiar  encouragement,  whilst  at  the 
same  time  the  amount  and  perhaps  the  securitr 
of  the  revenue  may  be  considerably  impaired. 
He,  for  one,  was  anxious  to  put  an  end  to  this 
state  of  things. 

The  Northern  and  the  Southern  States  were 
I  equally  liable  ioi  be  sufferers  from  a  situation  of 
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aUbirs  calettlated  chiefly  to  benefit  Baltimore, 
Philadelphia,  and  perhaps  New  York;  and  it 
was  therefore  necessary  to  adopt,  as  promptly  as 
prodenee  would  permit,  a  measure  which  would 
restore  a  just  equality  oet ween  the  various  sec- 
tions of  the  Union.  He  would  not  dilate  furtlier 
on  (he  general  principles  upon  which  he  believed 
the  proposed  measure  to  be  justified,  but  confine 
himself  to  the  question  raised  by  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  That  gentleman, 
on  whose  judgment  the  greatest  reliance  mi||[ht 
be  placed,  had  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  in- 
formed us  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
would  most  probably  be  in  operation  by  the  first 
6f  January.  If  so,  and  he  had  no  doubt  of  the 
correctness  of  the  opinion,  upon  what  principles 
could  the  proposal  to  postpone  the  operation  of 
the  bill  under  consideration  be  justified?  If,  for 
two  months  after  the  United  States  Bank  goes 
into  operation,  we  permit  the  State  banks  to  go 
on  witnout  paying  specie — if  we  suffer  them  to 
continue  the  places  of  deposite  of  our  revenue ;  if 
tre  give  a  credit  to  their  depreciated  paper  by 
plArtnittlng  it  to  be  received  m  the  collection  of 
the  revenue,  shall  we  do  justice  to  the  hank  we 
have  lately  cbartered-^hall  we  derive  to  the  na« 
tion  the  benefit  we  antrctpated  from  its  establish- 
ment ?  Far  from  it.  Tne  inevitable  effect  wHi 
be,  cfitber  to  postpone  the  operations  of  the  new 
bank  till  March,  or,  if  it  cominences  tmsiveiis,  to 
expose  it  to  the  demands  «f  the'State  banks,  which: 
conect  its  paper  and  draw  out  its  specie,  whrlti- 
on  their  part  they  will  refuse  to  redeem  their  own; 
nrotes  with  the  same  good  faith.  Moreover,  the 
pras^nt  fnequalitv  in  the  payment  of  duties  will 
continue,  as  the  duties  in  the  Middle  States  will 
still  be  paid  in  their  depreciated  paper.  And 
What  good  end  was  to  be  effected  by  the  postpone* 
xnent  7  A  little  mfite  time  is  asked.  What  use 
has  been  made  of  the  past — what  is  likely  to  be 
made  of  the  future,  which  cannot  equally  be  ef- 
fected by  fixing  on  the  first  of  January  ?  The 
gentleman  told  the  If  oose  very  truly,  that  specie 
would  be  necessarily  itnported.  Is  there  not  time 
for  these  importations?  If  an  effort  was  to  be 
made  to  increase  the  quantity  of  coin  in  the  coun-: 
try  by  importation,  he  believed  that  it  would 
easily  be  effected  by  the  Fall  arrivals;  and  that 
no.additional  advantage  would  in  this  point  of 
view  accrue  from  extending  the  period  during 
the  Winter  months  of  January  and  February. 
'As,  therefore,  he  was  opposed  to  the  continuation 
df  the  mischief  from  which  we  now  sufibr,  and  as 
he  could  see  no  necessrtv  for  the  delay,  he  was  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  it.  He  apprehended,  seriously 
apprehended,  that  ever 7  day  would  add  to  the 
difficulty  of  effecting  the  desirable  object  of  re« 
tcnmiog  to  a  specie  cifcuhition.  The  banks  now 
in  ezistence-^Opposed  from  nMtiTss  of  self-infer* 
est  to  specie  redemption— were  almost  too  strong 
for  the  legislative  arm.  Th^y  formed  a  colossal 
power  which  it  was  difficult  toresnt.  We  already 
felt  how  arduous  was  the  undertaking  to  control 
them,  and  to  resist  their  influence.  Th«  longer 
we  delay,  the  more  seriously  is  that  idfloence  to 
b6  apprehended. 


Mr.  T.  said,  that  he  should  consider  it  better  to 
pass  no  law  on  the  itubject,  than  to  extend  the 
period  mentioned  in  the  bill.  It  would  fomish 
an  irresistible  argument  against  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  should  he  after  the  first  of  January 
refuse  to  receive  the  paper  of  banks  which  do  not 
redeem  their  notes.  It  would  then  be  said,  that 
Congress,  by  passing  this  bill  (as  proposed  to  be 
amended)  had  impliedly  authorized  the  payment 
of  the  revenues  in  depreciated  paper  to  the  first 
of  March.  With  such  a  eonstraction  in  their 
favor,  it  is  scarcely  probable  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  who  has  been  already  com|i«Ued 
to  yield  to  the  force  of  ctrcnmstaoces  in  receiving 
their  paper,  will  be  able  to  wilbstantl  the  torrent ; 
and  to  insist,  as  he  ought  to  do  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  operations  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  on  receiving  the  revenues  in  some- 
thing better  than  a  paper  currency,  which  is  not 
eoovertihle  into  anything  but  paper. 

Mr.  T.  taid,  he  had  no  dotibt  that  the  State 
banks  could  prepare  for  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments  by  the  first  of  JaMmry.  Though  they 
have  nnqoestionaMy  overtraded,  and  probably 
cannot  at  this  time  redeem  their  paper,  yet  they 
ttaveample  fimds  toeffeet  the  object  if  they  wotrid 
set  seriotisly  about  ft.  The  measure  proposed 
will  com  pel  them  to  do  so.  If  we  let  them  atone 
they  will  never  do  it.  They  cannot  do  it  with- 
out concert ;  there  never  will  be  that  concert.  BT, 
instead  of  |)ressing  their  dealers,  that  their  out- 
cries may  influence  the  measures  of  the  Legisla- 
tive body  and  prevent  this  necessary  measure, 
they  would  curtail  their  discounts  with  modera- 
tibn ;  if  they  would  sell  their  stock,  the  price  of 
Whieh  will  be  so  much  enhanced  by  the  increased 
demaikd  for  it  In  payments  of  sttbscrrptions  to  the 
National  Bank  ;^lf^after  having  fbr  several  years 
made  immense  dividends  while  the  profits  of  every 
other  class  of  soctery  were  reduced  to  nothing  by 
the  operatioQ  of  the  war,  they  would  declare  no 
divideod  till  they  were  enabled  to  pay  their  debta, 
he  had  00  doubt  they  might  in  six  months  resntne 
the  payment  of  specie,  without  ruin  or  even  ma- 
terial distress  to  the  mass  of  society.  It  was  « 
course  which  honesty  and  justice  required'-^ 
which  the  welfare  of  the  nation  detnanded,  and 
which  we  must  enforce. 

It  had  been  intimated  that  there  would  be  great 
difficulty  in  collecting  the  taxes  for  want  of  a 
mediuffl.  But  the  direct  tax  which  will  be  pay- 
able before  March  next  will  be  paid  by  January, 
so  that  the  people  of  the  interior  will  not  be  af- 
fected by  this  act,  and  as  to  those  of  the  seaports, 
if  they  have  the  depreciated  paper,  they  can  al- 
ways command  what  will  pay  their  taxes,  if  they 
are  willing  to  allow  a  fair  dtaeooot.  Upon  the 
whde,  Mr.  T.  had  no  dotiht  that  it  was  necessary 
to  give  effect  to  this  measure  at  as  early  a  period 
as  possible,  and  he  was  persuaded  that  the  first  of 
January  would  not  be  found  too  remote.  He 
should  therefore  voti^  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SwiTB  having  varied  his  motion  from  the 
first  of  March  to  the  first  of  February- 
Mr.  IiftfRicM  said,  he  would  prefer  the  fint  i>r 
March  to  the  first  of  February.    It  had  been  st^- 
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fest^  that  the  Stste  banks  ^mght  to  be eoaipelled 
10  pay  speeie  at  the  same  time  the  JRationai  Baak 
emnmeooed  its  oferatioas ;  but  it  bad  sot  beea 
showa  at  what  time  that  bank  could  commence; 
he  presQmed  neither  the  SecTetaiy  o(  the  Trees* 
vrf  not  the  Committse  had  ealcnlated  the  Na- 
tional Bank  to  go  into  operation  bf  the  3l8t  of 
Deserobef .  He  peroetved  tiiat  the  letter  of  the 
Seoretar?,  by  i<s  date,  was  written  befoee  the 
Bank  bill  was  passed ;  the  time  for  opening  the 
liedcs  bad  been  protracted  one  month,  and  also 
tbe  time  for  taking  thesobsefiptioas^tnakittg  near 
two  oMDths  longer  than  was  contemplaied  at  the 
lime  the  tetter  was  wfitfen.  Hepresamed,  there- 
fore, that  the  ftfst  of  March  weald  be  as  early  as 
the  bank  oonld  be  pat  into  operation ;  and  as  this 
measare  had  been  relied  on  to  §^re  facility  to  the 
Btate  banks  in  resaming  specie  payaaents,  this 
efiect  ee«)d  not  be  produoed  if  f he  State  banks 
were  compelled  <o  pay  specie  before  the  Uaiied 
States  Bank  oommeneeo  its  operation  >  bnt  it 
woald  be  better  to  protract  the  period  semewhet 
hmFtNid  the  tiaae,  than  to  attempt  to  coerce  them 
befofe.  The  Slate  banks  had  ^fioolcies  to  en- 
emiDter  in  resaming  snecte  payments^  which  the 
United  States  Bank  wilt  not  he  exposed  to;  the 
former  hare  contracted  d^ts  by  issotag  their 
notes  in  large  qoantities— the  latter  ties  no  debts 
to 'pay;  it  will  commence  with  caution;  apecie 
will  cironlate  to  a  Itmiicd  eitent,  and  confidence 
wilt  be  gradnally  Tcstored.  The  State  banks 
having  taken  proper  measores  for  that  porpose, 
•wHl  feel  the  eiect  of  this  confidenoe,  and  the  dif* 
^ievliy  will  be  essentially  diminished.  The  ob» 
|eot  of  restoring  the  currency  is  a  very  desitiMe 
one,  and  whatet^er  Congress  do,  they  oaght  to  do 
It  with  elEtct,  areiding  all  nooecessary  pressure; 
•btK,  tiriEiag  a  reasonafie  and  praetictM)le  eonrte, 
there  will  net  be  the  same  motive  'to  relax  thf 
measare;  and,  haviag  demanded  nothing  more 
than  is  reasonable,  they  wilt  not  be  importoned 
•for  aeaspensien  of  the  law  at  the  next  session^ as 
^iraefiew  the  case  lathe  Stale  of  Vii^nia,  which 
«faad  adopted  a  stmiiar  measure/  If  the  time  was 
pffotraoied  as  proposed,  Congress  woodd  he  aible 
te  resist,  with  more  fortitude  and  effect,  the  in- 
#senoe  that  would  assail  ihem,  and  the  great  ob- 
ject more  eiSBCtaally  secured,  than  if  the  shortest 
period  was  adopted. 

Mr.  llo8BBT«oif  aaid,  -it  was  true  the  State  of 
IFirginia  had  passed  a  law  te  compel  specie  pay- 
•mettte;  bat  the  Leffistatare  might  he  quickly 
called  together,  aitd  he  should  not  besarprieed  if, 
hyihe  very  infioence  of  the  -banks,  the  etamor 
waS)  in  that  State,  excited  and  kept  up  lor  the 

erpeee  of  forcing  a  repeat  ef  4be  taw,  and  eoab- 
g  them  to  eoniioae  their  rery  profitable  basi- 
•Bess.  The  clamor  in  Virginia  for  a  caH  of  the 
'Legislature  being,  as  be  believed, iaatilietis,  and 
fnrMlaeed,  iadireoily,  by  the  baohs  themselves, 
4Night  net'tO'deter'Congffess  from  adopting  proper 
mcasiires'lo  -enforce  the  payment  of  s|iecie.  He 
believed  this  the  last  opaortaaity  which  would 
oeoar  for  years  to  net  efficiently  on  the  subject, 
and 'he- trusted  rt  would  not  be  ne^ceted. 
'Mr-'OAbBOVM  hoped  the  mtotiott  to  ineen  the 


first  of  February  would  not  prevail.  He  added  a 
few  remarks  to  thoae  he  submitted  when  he  first 
introduced  the  bill:  and  adverting  to  the  eflbet 
of  the  Virginia  enforcing  act,  observed,  that  mi 
attempt  to  compel  specie  payments  in  a  particu- 
lar State,  when  all  the  surrounding  banks  did  not 
so  pay,  was  a  very  difierent  thing  from  a  general 
regutetion,  which  would  operate  on  every  part^f 
the  country  alike.  He  had  all  along  believed  no 
single  State  could  safely  resume  the  payment  of 
8pecie-*-eould  not  meet  the  consequent  curtail- 
ment of  disooonu;  but  this  did  not  prove  that 
specie  payments  were  impractieabie,  if  resumed 
contemporatieously  throughout  the  country.  Mr« 
C.  felt  very  anxious  for  the  fate  of  this  measure ; 
he  strongly  suspected  the  banks  did  not  aaean 
Tolnntdrily  to  resume  specie  payments;  though  it 
was  in  their  power  to  import  specie  from  abrond. 
He  spoke  boldly  on  the  subject;  he  did  not  be- 
lieve the:  banks  sincere  in  their  declarations,  and 
if  there  was  the  least  giving  back  here,  the  eoject 
would  be  lost.  He  hoped  there  would  be  suoh«a 
vote  on  tlie  bill,  as  woold  give  assurance  that 
Congress  was  determiaed  to  compel  the  restora- 
tion of  a  sound  eorveney.  To  this  end,  Mr.  C. 
iMiieved,  the  last  of  December  would  afford  the 
baaks  ample  liaae;  but  he  would  not  be  tenacious 
on  tlie  suoject,  if  the  House  thought  otherwise* 

Mr.  QaoavBiroB  snid.  for  himself,  he  would 
have  preferred  the  bill  in  its  origiaal  ehape.  to 
eoatpel  the  payment  of  specie.  He  objected  'to 
the  propesed  amendment,  not  that  a  month  or 
two  was  anything  in  the  result,  tmt  that  it  was 
taipoctant,  as  it  woold  affect  ulterior  meaeores  of 
the  Qovernment.  He  hoped  the  time  would  be 
fixed  as  early  in  the  next  session  as  possible,  that 
no  diftau^ty  might  ensue  from  any  pressme  an 
Congress  by  the  banking  interest.  Such  pres- 
sure might  be  anticipated  at  the  next  session,  and 
it  might  he  too  great  to  be  resi8ted,.if  net  now 
provided  for. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  aj^ain  roee  in  support 
of  his  motion.  He  wished  eight  weeks  allowed 
for  the  United  States  Bank  to  commence  its 
operadonft  that  the  pressure  might  betaken  off 
the  State  Ubks ;  without  this,  merchants  would 
net  be  able  to  pay  their  bonds  at  the  eustom- 
tiouses,  and  there  would  be  a  geaeral  shock  to 
bustness  throughout  the  community.  Mr.  S.  de- 
ciased  that,  if  uie  31st  of  I>ecember  were  retained, 
he  should  be  ohliged  to  vote  against  the  bill.  His 
aoxietv  to  make  the  measure  easy  to  the  banks 
arose  mm  no  interested  feeling^^he  owned  not  a 
cent's  worth  of  haak  stock.  He  believed  the 
banks  were  making  arrangements  to  meet  ^e 
crisis,  and  that  they  would  be  able  and  willing  to 
resume  specie  paymeuts  in  a  reasonable  time. 
The  tanke  of  Baltimore  bad  now  less  ootes  out 
thaa  those  of  Boston ;  and  he  himself  had  por- 
chased  one  hundred  thousand  silver  dollars  at  Ave 
per  cent  only.  Mr.  S.  thought  a  little  indulgence 
to  the  banks  on  this  subject  would  produce  aaneh 
good,  aad  that  too  much  hardship -would  do  great 
harm.  He  was  averse  to  any  attempt  to  nrree 
the  hanks  to  do  what  it  was  impracticable  for 
them  to  perform  immediately.    In  reply  to  Mr. 
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Ward's  remark,  chat  the  imoks  of  Boston  had 
persevered  in  paying  specie  without  any  aid  from 
GoTernment,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  these  banks  never 
gave  any  aid  to  the  Government,  except  in  one 
instance,  and  that  was  the  reason  they  were  some- 
times censured  in  this  House. 

Mr.  Sbbpfey  was  opposed  to  this  amendment. 
Every  day,  he  said,  which  the  measure  was  de- 
layed, would  make  it  more  difficult,  and  the  evil 
Would  dailv  become  worse  and  worse.  He  was 
in  favor  ot  strong  measures,  and  of  the  shortest 
time,  and  was  airaid  this  bill  would  prove  too 
weak  to  effect  the  object  in  view ;  but,  mild  as  it 
was,  he  was  willing  to  take  it,  and  hoped  the  ses- 
sion would  not  be  suffered  to  slip  over  without 
•omething  being  done.  Instead  of  extending  the 
time,  he  would  prefer  the  first  of  November,  by 
which  day  the  banks  would  be  able  to  sell  their 
Qovernment  stock, and  be  prepared  for  the  change. 

Mr.  Gbosvbnor,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Smitb,  said| 
there  was  no  law  to  compel  the  United  States 
Bank  to  commence  its  operations  on  the  first  of 
Januarv }  and  begged  to  know  if  that  bank  was 
not  to  nave  some  protection  against  the  cupidity 
of  the  State  banks?  He  would  give  the  State 
banks  a  fair  and  proper  time  to  prepare,  on  con- 
dition that  they  hooestlyi  intended  to  return  to 
apecie  payments,  and  would  use  all  means  to  do 
it;  and  instead  of  crushing  and  convulsing  the 
eommercial  community  to  every  extent,  would 
sacrifice  a  few  per  cent,  of  their  Gh)vernment 
stock.  Would  any  man  tell  him  they  could  not 
sell  that  slock?  They  could,  if  not  at  par,  at 
something  below  it.  The  secret  is,  said  Mr*  G., 
the  banks  study  their  own  interest  solely,  and 
oiake  as  much  as  they  can,  without  considering 
or  regarding  the  country ;  in  some  instances  their 
profits  were  between  fifteen  and  eighteen  percent. 
And  how  did  they  pay  for  the  stock  which  they 
hold?  Why,  in  this  very  depreciated  pa[)er. 
There  was  a  most  powerful  reason  for  not  putting 
off  this  measure;  he  did  not  believe  it  would  be 
effectual  if  delayed ;  it  was  too  weak,  and  Con- 
gress would,  at  the  next  session,  be  beset  with  the 
whole  weignt  of  the  banking  infiuence.  It  would 
be  deferring  the  remedy  forever;  but  rather  than 
submit  to  the  disorder,  and  fasten  on  the  country 
a  paper  system,  he  would  amputate  the  rotten 
part ;  rather  than  submit  to  the  evils  which  would 
ensue  from  such  a  course,  he  would,  if  he  had  the 
power,  bury  them  in  the  earth,  and  give  life  to 
institutions  of  a  sound,  healthy,  and  useful  con- 
stitution. But,  so  long  as  he  believed  the  banks 
aincere,  he  would  not  put  them  down ;  he  would 
resort  to  lenient  measures  first,  and  trusted  they 
would  be  effectual. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  had  already  said  that 
this  subject  was  one  of  extreme  difiloulty ;  that 
Government  intermeddling  with  subjects  of  such 
delicacy,  might  involve  the  country  in  ruin  and 
-destroy  many  unoffending  individuals ;  that  Vir- 
ginia had  passed  a  law  to  compel  her  banks  to 
pay  specie  on  the  15ih  of  November.  The  result 
was  as  might  have  been  expected,  and  such  as 
ought  to  csoee  a  doubt,  and  induce  the  commit- 
tee to  apprehend  consequences  of  the  most  se- 


rious kind.  The  bill  forbids  the  Treasury  to 
receive  in  payment  the  notes  of  banks  whicli 
shall  not  pay  specie  after  the  31st  of  December 
next— that  is,  it  exacts  of  the  banks  to  do  what, 
he  feared,  would  be  found  impracticable*  Tbe 
injury  will  not  be  to  the  banks  alone ;  it  will 
fall  principally  on  those  wiio  do  business  with 
them.  A  merchant's  bond  becomes  due  at  the 
custom-house,  he  has  the  amount  in  one  of  the 
State  banks,  (who  do  not  pay  specie,)  a  check 
on  such  hank  will  not  pay  his  bond ;  the  bank 
will  say,  we  have  not  the  specie,  we  cannot  aid 
von.  What  is  he  to  do  ?  He  cannot  pay.  and 
his  bond  will  remain  unpaid ;  his  credit  will  be 
destroyed  at  the  custom-house,  and  he  must  ( un- 
til his  bond  is  paid)  pay  ready  money  for  all 
goods  that  he  may  thereafter  import.  He  can- 
not pay,  and  his  goods  will  be  pnt  in  the  public 
warehouse,  sold  at  auction  for  the  duties,  wui 
ruin  and  bankruptcy  will  follow  in  many  in-' 
stance?.  He  did  not  know  whether  a  postpone- 
ment until  the  1st  of  February  would  cnre  the 
evil.  He  thought  that  if  the  time  was  fixed  at 
the  1st  of  Marcn  it  would  greatly  lessen  the  dan- 
ger.which  was  apprehended.  Mr.  S.  then  said, 
that  if  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  went  into 
operation  on  the  1st  of  January,  the  merchants 
would  offer  good  notes  to  that  bank  or  one  of  its 
branches  for  the  amount  of  their  bonds,  wfaicJi 
would  be  discounted  and  enable  them  to  pay ; 
that  by  this  means  a  pressure  would  be  uken 
from  the  State  banks,  and  he  had  a  hope,  tkAt 
with  forbearance  on  the  part  of  the  Treasury 
towards  those  banks  which  held  the  public  funds, 
and  by  sales  of  United  States  stock,  the  banks 
in  the  great  cities  would  be  enabled  to  pay  specie 
after  the  1st  of  March.  Confidence  (which  was 
the  all-imporunt)  wonld  be  restored  by  two 
months'  paying  of  specie  by  the  United  States 
Bank;  and  the  State  hanks,  being  then  better  pre- 
pared, would  make  the  attempt  to  recommence 
specie  payments,  he  hoped,  without  much  dan- 
ger. But  in  thb  opinion  he  differed  with  almost 
all  the  merchants  in  Baltimore.  They  thon^ht 
specie  payments  by  the  banks  at  so  short  a  day 
impossible.  He  again  would  assert  that  it  was 
not  excessive  issues  of  paper,  or  excessive  db- 
counts  to  merchants,  that  occasioned  what  was 
called  depreciation;  that  he  had  seen  the  balance 
sheet  of  two  banks  of  Baltimore,  by  which  it  ap- 
peared that  neither  their  discounts  nor  their  notes 
in  circulation  were  equal  to  what  they  were  in 
1812.  Yet  the  notes  were  not  e^ual  in  value  to 
those  of  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  issaes 
and  discounts  it  had  been  shown  had  been  exces- 
sive. In  one  of  our  largest  banks,  he  would  stat& 
that  its  discounts  did  not  exceed  its  actual  capital 
more  than  ninety  thousand ;  that  its  notes  in  cir- 
culation amounted  to  little  more  than  one-thhrd 
of  its  capital;  that  it  had  6  per  cent,  stock  of  the 
United  States  to  an  amount  nearly  equal  to  the 
whole  it  owed  for  depositee  by  individuals  and 
by  the  Treasurv ;  that  the  deposite  of  the  Treas- 
ury in  that  bank  was  so  small  that  it  fully  showed 
that  no  loss  had  arisen  to  the  Government  by  tke 
receiving  of  Baltimore  paper  in  payment,  and 
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Uuit  the  TreMury  had  b«en  Mb  to  pay  to  aiieh 
paper  for  the  iaterest  of  the  stock  aod  its  debts 
without  loss  to  the  Treasary.  Mr.  8.  further 
said  that  the  difference  of  value  between  Balti- 
more and  Virginia  paper  had,  in  a  great  measure, 
been  owing  to  the  Treasury  haTing  (last  Spring) 
drawn  from  the  Baltimore  banks  $750,000)  which 
were  sent  to  Richmond  to  pay  the  debt  doe  to 
Virginia  by  the  United  States.  That  so  targe  a 
sum  could  not  fail  to  have  an  effect  on  the  ejc- 
cbaoge  between  those  Suces.  That  the  bank 
ha  had  alluded  to  had  lately  sold  stock  in  Rieh- 
mondi  and  withdrawn  their  own  notes,  which, 
with  other  banks  doing  the  same,  and  with  the 
eourse  of  trade  with  the  interior  of  Virginia, 
would,  he  hoped,  soon  lessen  the  balance  that  had 
been  against  Baltimore;  that  he  had,  on  a  former 
occasion,  shown  how  the  balance  of  trade  had 
arisen  against  Baltimore,  and  in  favor  of  the 
States  to  the  Esstward ;  that  the  exchange  had 
fallen,  he  believed,  since  Congress  had  met,  with 
Boston.    He  said  that  it  would  perhaps  not  be 

Koper  for  him  to  give  a  view  of  the  Boston 
inks,  but  this,  he  hoped,  he  might  be  permitted 
to  say,  that  if  the  dram  of  their  specie  progressed 
as  it  had  done  between  June  and  January  last, 
they  would  be  in  a  pitiable  situation.  Connec- 
ticut, he  said,  would  feel  the  operation  of  the 
bill;  her  banks  were  called  specie  banks,  but 
they  paid  no  specie — their  business  was  done,  be 
believedi  in  New  York  bank  notes;  thus,  when 
they  discounted  merchants'  notes,  they  contracted 
that  they  were  neither  to  pajr  specte  nor  their 
own  notes;  they  were  to  pay  in  the  notes  of  the 
banks  of  New  York.  He  said  that  it  was  be- 
Iteved  that  the  banks  of  New  York  had  as  much, 
if  not  more,  notes  in  circulation,  in  proportion  to 
their  capital,  than  those  of  Baltimore ;  yet  their 
paper  was  8  per  cent,  better,  both  paying  in 
notes,  and  neither  in  specie.  It  had  been  repre- 
sented to  him  that  some  of  the  banks  of  the  in- 
terior of  New  York  have  issued  their  notes  to  an 
excess,  and  yet  their  notes,  were  better  in  the 
.  market  than  those  of  Baltimore ;  which  did  not 
prove  a  depreciation,  but  that  the  balance  of 
trade  was  greatly  against  Baltimore  and  in  favor 
of  New  York,  a  cucumstance  that  will  cure  it- 
self in  a  few  months  perhaps. 

The  gentleman  Irom  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Wabd)  had  pressed  this  subject  with  great  zeal. 
He  had  said  that  the  State  he  represented  paid 
more  real  value  to  Qovernment  for  public  dues 
than  any  other  State.  The  gentleman  is  mista- 
ken. Last  Spring  they  paid  much  less ;  for  dol- 
lars were  then  parchased  in  Baltimore  at  5  per 
cent.,  Treasury  notes  at  |mr;  at  which  time  the 
merchants  of  Boston  paid  their  bonda  in  TrcM- 
cry  notes,  which,  he  believed,  they  purchased  at 
15  per  cent,  below  par;  at  this  time  they  paid  in 
Treasury  notes  whtch  cost  8  per  cent,  below  par^ 
They  have,  therefore,  on  the  average,  paid  their 
public  dues  on  at  least  equal  terms  with  those  of 
Baltimore.  The  same  gentleman  has  said  that 
the  mercbanu.and  banks  of  Boston  had  received 
so  aid  from  Government.  Was  it  no  aid  when 
they  were  enabled  to  pay  the  public  does  in 


Tf  easnry  notes,  which  on  an  average  of  the  year 
saved  them  10  per  cent  ?  If,  however,  the  mer- 
chants, or  the  banks  of  Boston,  received  no  aid 
from  Government,  the  gentleman  ought  to  recol- 
lect that  they  refused  all  aid  to  the  Government 
when  the  banks  and  merchants  in  the  Middle 
States  contributed  to  the  support  of  Gevernmeot 
to  the  extent  of  their  means.  Mr.  S.  concluded 
by  saying  that  he  could  not  vote  for  the  bill 
without  an  extension  of  time. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  SMiTH'a  mo- 
tion, and  negatived — ^ayes  48. 

Mr.  Shabpi  moved  to  revive  and  incorporate 
in  the  bill,  the  fourth  section  originally  reported, 
but  subsequently  withdrawn  by  the  Committee 
of  Finance,  laying  a  high  stamp  dntjr.  about  ten 
per  cent,  on  the  notes  of  all  banks  failing  to  pay 
specie  from  and  after  the  31st  of  December  next. 
Mr.  Sbarpi  said,  he  was  induced  to  propose 
this  amendment,  partly  from  the  argomenu  of 
gentlemen  who  had  opposed  the  bill.    He  was 
sorry  that  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill 
consented  to  strike  out  this  section ;  and  in  list- 
ening attentively  to  the  arcumenu  against  the 
other  provisions  of  the  bii^  he  wss  still  more 
clearly  convinced  of  the  importance  and  neees- 
sity  of  this  section.    What,  said  Mr.  8.,  are  the 
arguments  that  have  been  used  against  (his  bill? 
Not  a  justification  of  the  banks  that  had  violated 
their  contracts,  for  them  they  cannot  venture  to 
justify;  but  that  this  is  a  measure  that  will  ope- 
.rate  most  severely  upon  the  people,  and  the  banks 
will  save  themselves,  if  required  to  pay  specie, 
by  refusing  to  discount,  and  by  calling  in  their 
paper  which  is  in  circulation ;  and  that  will  dis- 
tress the  whole  community,  particularly  the  mer- 
cantile interest,  who  have  large  accommodations. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  people  will  not 
have  money  to  pay  their  taxes.    As  yon  reduce 
the  circulating  medium,  you  will  reduce  the  price 
of  produce,  lessen  the  value  of  Innd  and  labori 
and  produce  a  stagnation  of  all  kinds  of  business. 
If  these  arguments,  said  Mr.  S.^  are  entitled  to 
weight,  they  establish  one  of  two  faces,  either  that 
the  baoksare  never  to  resume  specie  pay  men  island 
we  must  tolerate  them  in  that  course  of  dealin|[; 
or  that,  if  we  are  to  compel  them  to  resume  specie 
payments,  our  measures  should  be  made  to  ope- 
rate on  them  directly,  (which  is  the  ver^r  ^bing 
intended  by  this  amendment,)  and  not  indirectly, 
which  will  be  felt  by  the  community  as  well  as 
by  the  banks.    He  would  ask  gentlemen  if  the 
first  was  admissible  in  principle,  or  if  they  had 
the  most  distant  idea  that  every  little  banking 
company .  throughout  the  Union  was  to  give  a 
circulating  medium  to  the  country ;  and  that 
Congress,  who  have  to  establish  the  current  coin 
of  the  nation,  shall  not  control  them? 

Many  of  the  State  banks,  he  was  convinced, 
would  be  prepared  at  any  day  Congress  should 
appoint,  to  resume  specie  payments,  but  they  can- 
not commence  while  others  are  suffered  to  do  bu- 
siness without  paying  specie;  it  most  be  simul- 
taneous in  every  part  of  the  nation,  or  those  banks 
that  attempt  to  do  a  specie  business  cannot  dis- 
count or  make  apy  profits^  while  those  banks  that 
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do  iiot  pfty  vpeoie  will  do  ali  tbe  basmera  aod 
make  all  the  profits ;  tbe  notes  of  baoks  tbat  ]Niy 
specie  will  tie  scarce  as  speeie  itself,  wbiie  tbe 
Aotes  of  otber  banks  will  occupy  all  the  avenaes 
of  etresiation.  This  was  evideoeed  by  tbe  fact : 
those  banks  wbich  pay  oothiag  for  their  paper, 
«re  diriding  a  profit  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen  per 
cant,  while  tbe  banks  in  New  England  tbat  pay 
fittecie  divide  only  from  three  to  fear  per  cent. 
YoQ  acknowledge  this  fact,  said  Mr.  ».,  when 
you  state  tbat  if  the  banks  are  ceeipelM  to  pay 
specie,  they  will  make  no  dividends  this  year. 
Tbia  accounts  for  their  anwillingness  to  pay 
speeie ;  it  is  not  expeoled  tbat  moneyed  institn- 
tiMis,  whose  only  iostinct  is-gain,  will  be  wilHog 
Toiamarily  togive  tip  exorbitant  profits^  Doring 
tlie  war  dwy  had  an  apology  for  stopping  pay- 
iB«nt:  they  bad  loaned  largely  to  Qovernmeot, 
and  were  unable  to  sell  their  stock  without  loss ; 
some  gentleman  say  was  patriotism,  for 
they  afe  entitled  to  our  greatest  vadal- 
I  most  acknowledge  for  one,  said  Mr. 
.,  tbat  my  gratitude  is  not  as  mat  as  it  woald 
bave  been  for  tbdr  patriotism,  if  they  bad  loaned 
tbek  money  at  a  profit  of  from  six  to  eight,  Mi- 
slead of  from  fifieen  to  twenty  per  cent.  I 
fecolleet  their  patriotism  was  very  fairly  mea- 
saaed  by  tbe  profit  tbey  made,  and  if  they  loaned 
Qslbdr  paper  tbey  made  us  pay  for  it.  I  do  not 
«on»pUia  of  ibis,  it  was  fair ;  tbey  had  a  right,  as 
aMoey  dealers,  to  make  tbe  best  bargain  tbey 
aoald,  and  tbey  did  so.  It  is  our  duty  to  comply 
witb  OUT  contract ;  when  we  bave  done  tbat,  we 
owe  ibem^Bothiog,  no,  not  even  gratitode.  There 
wasaotbinggratuitons  in  their  ravors ;  we  bought 
tbam,  and  we  will  pay  for  them.  During  tbe 
war  the  defalcation  of  tbe  banks  was  tolerated 
tern  necessity,  and  on  the  return  of  peace  no  im- 
mediate steps  were  taken  against  them ;  we  were 
then  induced  to  believe,  ihey  wookl  resume  pa^r- 
maat  in  six  or  eight  months,  at  the  fkrthest ;  it 
is  now  above  fourteen  months,  and  we  are  told 
they  are  less  pi>epared  to  pay  specie  than  they 
arere  at  tbe  dose  of  tbe  war :  that  tbe  balance  of 
wade  has  been  ■jKun*^  ^'j  tn^  the  money  has  been 
all  exported.  This  bill  proposes  to  give  near  one 
yaat  loager,  and  yet  we  are  told  this  is  not  suffi« 
eieot  time,  and  tbat  the  whole  coaatry  is  to  be 
dastreased  by  tbe  measme.  Those  moneyed  in- 
stftutions,  said  Mr.  S.,  will  always  think  it  too 
aoon ;  they  will  aever  be  prepared  for  paying 
specie ;  fourteen  months  has  fonnd  them  less  pre- 
pared than  at  tbe  close  of  tbe  war ;  one  or  two 
years  more  and  they  will  persuade  you  tbe  mea« 
snre  is  wholly  impracticable.  Whenever  an  at- 
tempt is  made  to  compel  them,  as  iiidiTidaal  cit- 
isens  are  compelled,  to  pay  tbeir  eonuaets,  tbey 
will  commence  coftailiog  their  discounts,  and 
fiodiioe  such  pressuve  on  tbe  community  as  will 
aaeita  a  strong  interest  in  their  favor,  and  it  will 
he  found  impraciicaMe  to  pass  an  efficient  mea« 
aare  on  the  subject.  This  course  of  theirs  is  eoa-^ 
akisive  to  my  mind,  said  Mr.  8.,  that  tbey  do  not 
iaiaad  resamiog  specie  payments ;  for,  if  tbey  did. 
they  have  tbe  means  in  their  power  without  ihi 
iMsi  oppnssion  to  the  eonumimty.    What  watf 


the  principal  reasoa  for  their  atopprag  speeie  pay- 
ments 7  It  was  owing  to  tbetr  permanent  loans 
to  Government,  of  srreater  amounts  than  they 
couki  pay ;  that  stock,  whieh  amav  of  the  banks 
got  at  a  reduced  price,  can  now  .be  wM  in  the 
market  at  a  profit  of  from  five  to  fifteen  per  oent. ; 
they  have  only  toeonrert  it  into  money  and  they 
are  prepared  to  resume  specie  payments  at  miee. 
They  are  not  willing  to  do  this,  lieeatise  it  is  aac 
their  interest ;  tbey  can  make  asore  profit  by  is- 
suing notes  tbey  never  meaa  to  pay.  Their  op- 
posicioa  to  this  bHl  was  foil  evideaeeof  that  foot. 
This  bill,  Mr.  8.  said,  without  the  proposed 
ameadment,  is  an  indalgenee,  not  a  ooeteion  ;  it 
gives  till  tbe  first  of  next  January,  before  the  Biw- 
retary  of  the  Treasury  is  diiected  to  refoae  the 
paper  of  all  banks  in  payment  of  ^e  leveaae, 
muess  tbey  pay  gold  or  Mlver  for  their  aeces. 
Without  tais  bill,  the  Seoremry  has  a  right  to 
refuse  their  paper,  or  indeed  he  has  no  right  lo 
receive  it  at  all,  aad  amy  issue  his  order  to»mei- 
row,  directing  it  not  to  be  received.  Yet  we  are 
told  that  m&i  an  ocder,  issued  on  thefint  of  Jan- 
uary •  next,  will  be  rotaous.  8hali  any  other  role 
of  morality,  said  Mr.  8.,  govera  the  tmaaaetiooa 
of  those  aospevatioas  thaa  is  applied  to  titeeoa- 
traets  of  iadivaiteals  ?  If  a&  individual  refosesto 
falfil  hiseoBCraet,itis  helddiffreputable,aad  ha  is 
proseeated  and  made  so  pay  costs  and  dama^ ; 
exceatioas  am  levied  oa  bis  property,  aad  it  its 
sold  at  any  price  it  will  bring ;  his  wife  aad^U- 
drea  are  turaed  out  of  baase  and  home  apoa  the 
world's  coU  charity,  and  he  thrown  into  prisoa. 
When  theae  banks  have  done  the  saaM  act,  aad 
even  refuse  to  pay  interest  on  their  debt,  where 
^#7  fail  to  pay  the  prhioipal,  they  are  held  to  he 
free  from  oeasure  or  reproadi.  My  seatiUMnts 
of  justif  e,  said  Mr.  8.,  are  not  so  pliaat  as  to  eoa- 
sider  the  coaduct  of  a  community  of  men  in  any 
different  point  of  view  from  the  oendnet  of  aa 
individual ;  numbers  divide  respoosihility,  bat  tiie 
act  is  the  same ;  there  is  nogoodTeason  why  tiMy 
vHio  will  post  the  name 'of  one  of  their  ouslom^a 
as  dishonored  if  he4oes  not  meet  biseooamst  to 
a  day,  simll  be  allowed  to  violate  theirs  with  iaa- 
panity.  It  is  indispensable,  they  mast  pay  thelt 
debts  honestly,  or  it  is  oar  duty,  said  Mr.  &,  to 
compel  them  to  do  it ;  and  if  Ibis  measare  isaot 
adequate,  we  must  resort  to  a  bao^upt  law,  and 
sell  all  toeir  effects.  Legislators  who  will  tele- 
rale  this  violation  of  ooatraeu  can  have  bat  linle 
renrd  foe  the  morality  of  the  ooaatry. 

The  delinqaeaey  of  the  baaks.  said  Mr.  8.,  tea 
species  of  speenlatioo  upon  tbe  waol^  commnaiiy ; 
it  is  nothing  less  than  uxing  the  whole  natieQ. 
Where  paper  is  issutd  at  a  value  foom  whieh  it 
depreciates,  tbe  «iiole  ameaat  of  depreciaiiaais 
a  clear  loss  to  tbe  eemmtmity,aod  is  the  sameas 
payhig  the  tax  to  that  aaoant.  Sa^r  that  the 
banks  who  do  not  pay  specie  have  issued  tea 
millioas  of  dollars  at  par,  in  the  oourae  of  one  year 
that  sum  depreciates  4en  per  centi--oBe  million 
is  the  loss  to  the  commoaity,  and  is  the  aameas 
if  the  money  had  not  depreetaied,  aad  they  had 
paid  one  million  in  taxes.  The  evil  4oe8  net  rest 
heie^iaid  Mfi  8.,  but  it  is  a  fiaad  apoa  the  reve* 
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nae.  Mid  tonseqiienUy  upon  tU  the  GbveriHneiit 
ereditors.  The  tftxes  are  paid  in  an  infer ior  cur- 
rency, and  the  Government  has  to  pay  the  «anie 
to  its  officers,  and  that  is  paying  tbem  less  than 
wbat  is  doe  tbetn.  As  tne  depreciation  is  not 
vfliform^  the  revenne  is  onequally  paid  by  difier> 
eat  sections  of  the  Unions  according  to  the  differ- 
tnee  of  Talufe  of  the  sereral  kinds  of  papers  in 
whieti  it  is  paid.  Bay  the  depreeJation  or  Bahi- 
more  paper  is  twelve  per  cent.,  add  Boston  three 
per  cent.,  the  people  of  Baltimore  pay  nine  per 
cent,  less  in  taxes  and  tmpoststhan  fboseof  Boston. 
By  pay  ingtthie  per  cent,  less  on  their  imposts  they 
cam  afford  to  sell  their  goods  lower,  and  in  that 
•iDanner  engross  tiie  costom  of  the  interior  eovntry 
whieh  depends  on  the  seaport  towns  for  its  goods. 
Hence  it  is  not  onW  the  interest  of  the  banks  that 
tbeir  paper  should  aepreciate,bat  it  is  the  interest 
i>f  importfag  cities  that  fhey  lisbten  their  dues  to 
Government.  This,  said  Mr.  ».,  is  an  evil  of  no 
amiiH  magniiode ;  itis  takingdeep  root  in  soeiery, 
nnd  entwines  itself  with  all  the  large  moneyed 
imerests  of  the  oommanity.  Had  it  not  been  for 
this  disease  of  tbe  circvdating  medram,  would 
Cwrgress,  Ire  said,  have  been  induced  to  charter  a 
INatronal  Bank  ?  Was  it  not  as  a  remedy  for  Ibis 
evil  that  the  hank  was  mainly  inteodeu  ?  And 
Wis  not  that  remedy  tobe  ^Kected  by  the  National 
Btonk'e  being  compelled  to  pay  specie  for  its  notes 
fisd  givtttg  a  currency  of  an  uniform  valae  and 
M  all  times  equal  to  gold  and  silver  ?  If  this  was 
fbe  object,  it  will  never  be  aeeompHshed,  said  Mr. 
*8.,  80  long  as  our  revenue  is  allowed  to  be  col- 
lected in  an  inferior  pHP^r ;  nu  man  will  pay  in 
Ae  piper  of  most  value  whea  tbe  other  will  do 
«8  "Well,  and  he  can  make  tea  or  twelve  percent, 
va  the  exchange.  I  also  view  this  measure,  said 
Wr.  S*.  as  necessary  ta  aid  and  protect  yoar  N»- 
tiimal  sank  when  it  goes  into  operation.  If  these 
banks  are  not  compelled  to  resume  specie  pay- 
meats,  they  will  have  it  in  their  power  t^purebase 
Idle  bills  of  the  National  Bank  and  draw^ill  tbe 
money  out  of  its  vaults,  and  compel  it  to^top  pav- 
neot  or  quit  business.  That  we  have  tbe  right 
to  -impose  this  additional  tax  on  them,  said  Mr. 
9.,  I  have  no  doubt^-*that  it  is  good  policy  to  im- 
poae  it  is  equally  obvious ;  otherwise  we  are  to 
Mfler  them  to  give  a- depreciated  circulating  m«- 
dimn  to  the  country,  to  the  prejudice  of  our  rev- 
•ewue,  and  to  the  injury  of  commerce.  These  are: 
aoBve  of  the  considerations,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  In- 
duced me  to  move  this  amendment  \  and  I  hope 
they  will  induce  the  Committee  to  adopt  it ;  and 
If  this  bill  shall  not  then  be  suflicieDt  to  produce 
the  desired  effect,  at  the  next  session  of  Goagress 
it  is  to  be  hoped  measut^s  more  efficient  will  be 
resorted  to. 

Mr.  BAWVOua  said,  that,  as  the  section  now 
proposed  (by  Mr.  Bhabpb)  to  be  introduced  as  an 
amendment,  had  been  stricken  from  the  bill  by 
lite  commhtee  wbich  reported  it,  be  bad  not  ox- 
pected  that  it  would  have  been  offered  Again  >  but, 
ma  it  was  brought  forward,  he  would  oner  to  tbe 
Oommitteeafew  ideas  which  bad  suggesfod  fbem- 
iselves  to  him  upon  tbe  spur  of  tbe  oceanon,  for 
tbe  purpose  of  anowing  that  tbe  proposed  miaesd- 1 


meat  ought  not  to  be  adopted.  He  said  that  he 
was  fully  sensible  of  the  evil  under  which  the 
country  labored,  in  eonseottenee  of  the  deprecia- 
tion and  varying  value  of  tbe  circulating  medi- 
irai  $  that  be  was  as  desirous  as  any  member  of 
tbe  Cofflmittee  to  apply  a  proper  remedy,  but  be 
was  desirous  also  to  be  duly  careful,  both  aa  to 
the  character  and  extent  of  that  teme<iy,and  pav- 
ticolarly  that  one  should  not  be  applied  wbich 
was  worse  than  the  evil  which  it  was  intended 
to  cui«.  In  tbe  <£rst  place,  then,  it  behooved  the 
Committee  to  consider  well  whether  they  bad  tbe 
right  to  enact  suefi  a  provision.  He  did  not  mesa 
to  affirm  that  they  bad  not  tbe  right,  but  he  tbou^t 
it  somewhat  questionable. 

The  section  now  olfered  proposed  to  impoae 
an  enormous  stamp  duty,  with  a  proviso  that  it 
should  be  miti^ed  in  relation  to  such  baruks  aa 
should  by  a  given  day  omke  payment  of  tb^ 
notes  in  specie.  Tiie  object  evidently  waa  not  to 
raise  n  revenue,  but  to  operate  as  a  penalty  lor 
the  purpose  of  enibreing  another  object— namely, 
specie  payments.  It  was  in  its  cbaraeter  of  pen- 
alty that  he  fbou^bt  the  doubt  reeided. 

TbMc  inatituuoMi  have  been  iueorpoiated  by 
tbe  Stales,  whose  power  so  to  do  bas  sot  been 
called  into  question.  If  then  tbe  Ctovemmeuis 
which  created  them  be  willing,  under  imperiotis 
cwouostaoees,  to  dispense  them  from  the  oecea- 
sity  of  specie  payments,  be  aUced  if  it  wookl  not 
be  going  v^ery  lar  for  the  Committee  to  say  tiMt 
they  should  incur  a  heavy  peaalty  for  not  doing 
that  from  wbich  they  were  absolved  by  tbe  power 
oftating  them  %  But,  be  said  that  it  was  not  ne- 
oaasary  to  press  that  point,  inasmuch  as  tbeae 
were  oonsidieratioiis  of  expediency,  wkRch  aeemad 
to  him  aaficlent  to  reject  the  provision. 

If,  be  said,  a  direct  appeal  to  the  iiMerett  of,  tbe 
State  banks  boa  sufficient  motive  to  induce  them 
to  pay  specie,  then  h«  thought  that  tbe  bill,  with- 
out the  proposed  amandment,  contaoed  provis- 
ions of  a  cbaiiacter  strong  eaoc^  to  produce  tbe 
desired  effect.  These  provisions  were,  irat,  « 
withdrawal  of  all  the  deposties  of  Gtovernmest 
from  such  banks  as  should  not  pay  specie  by  tbe 
1st  of  January,  1817  j  secoodlyi  t«u  tbe  notes  of 
such  banks  should  not  be  receivable  in  taxes  and 
debts  to  the  Government.  If,  notwithstanding 
tbese  provisions,  the  banks  should  not  pay  specie, 
be  fbov^ht  it  Ibir  to  infer  that  tbe  reason  would 
be  an  inability  to  do  so;  and  be  asked,  wbetbar 
a  severe  penalty,  impoeed  upon  institutions  for 
not  doing  that  which  tbey  might  be  unable  todo, 
would  not  be  an  act  of  harsh  legislation  ? 

Let  us  examine,  said  he,  tbe  extent  of  this  pen- 
alty: a  single  example  will  suffice  to  show  it. 
Tbe  amendment  proposed  a  stamp  duty  of  6fty 
dollars  upon  every  note  above  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dolfawt. 
Now,  no  person  could  say,  with  oertaioty,  that 
the  banks  would  be  able  to  rasome  specie  pay- 
menis  by  tbe  1st  Jamary,  1617.  Soate  gamla- 
men  thought  that  tbey  would,  others  that  they 
would  notoe  able  to  do  so.  The  eflect  of  tbis  pro- 
vision, then,  would  be  to  put  an  entire  stop  to  tbe 
operation  or  all  tbese  honM  whieh  might  oe  tboe 
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UQUble ;  because,  to  continue  basiness  under  auch 
stamp  duties  would  be  altogether  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. Such  is  the  effect  which  this  provision 
might  have  upon  tbfe  banks  themselves.  Let  us 
now  inquire,  for  a  moment,  what  might  be  its 
operation  upon  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
country,  and  consequently  upon  the  interests  of 
the  community. 

It  seems  to  be  agreed  on  all  hands  that  the 
banks  have  not,  at  this  time,  anything  like  specie 
enough*  It  has  been  stated  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Uommittee  on  National  Currency,  that  the 
quantity  in  the  banks  amounted  to  about  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  while  it  is  probable  that  the 
paper  in  circulation  is  near  seventy  millions.  It 
will  be  borne  in  mind,  also,  that  of  the  quantity 
which  we  have  already,  much  too  small,  a  con- 
siderable portion  must  be  drawn,  if  not  from  the 
State  banks,  from  the  stock  in  the  qpuntry,  to 
supply  the  demand  of  the  National  Bank.  It  is 
said,  nowever,  that  the  banks  have  stock,  by  a 
sale  of  which  they  can  procure  it.  Not  to  men- 
tion the  difficulty  that  there  might  be  in  convert- 
ing so  much  stock  in  so  short  time  into  specie, 
let  it  be  remembered  that,  of  the  two  hundred 
and  sixty  banks  in  the  United  States,  a  very 
larse  number  of  them  have  either  none  or  very 
little  stock.  The  only  means,  then,  by  which  the 
banks  could  enable  themselves  to  take  up  their 
notes  with  cash  would  be  by  curtailing  their  dis- 
eouots  and  drawing  in  their  debts.  A  moderate 
and  well-regulated  system  of  curtailment  was  not 
to  be  objected  to.  Such  a  one  the  present  pro- 
visions were  calculated  to  produce;  but  there 
was  great  reason  to  fear,  if  thid  provision  should 
be  adopted,  that,  under  the  terror  of  such  an  enor- 
mous penalty,  the  b^ks  would  be  driven  into  so 
large  and  severe  a  curtailment,  that  it  would  pro- 
duce a  most  distressing  pressure  upon  their  cus- 
tomers, and,  through  them,  inflict  the  deepest 
wounds  upon  the  community  at  large.  The 
effect  of  curtailment  resulted  from  this  circum- 
stance, that  as  bank  paper  had  filled  up  the  chan- 
nel of  circulation  to  the  eiclusion  of  specie,  every 
operation  of  this  sort  necessarily  diminished,  to 
an  extent  equal  to  its  amount,  the  quantity  of 
circulating  medium,  or  currency  of  the  country, 
out  of  which  alone  the  amount  of  succeeding 
curtailments  could  be  paid.  If  this  process  were 
conducted  with  moderation,  although  inconve- 
nience must,  to  a  certain  degree,  be  the  inevita- 
ble result,  yet  the  very  circumstance  of  iu  mod* 
eration  would  make  it  iolerabie;  but  if,  on  the. 
contrary,  it  were  violent  in  its  operation,  such  a 
great  and  sudden  drain  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium would  be  produced  as  would  make  it  intol- 
erable. 

The  whole  subject  seemed  to  him  to  be  reduci- 
ble to  this  aingle  proposition,  either  the  banks 
will  or  will  not  be  able  to  pay  specie  at  the  time 
required.  He  hoped  thejr  would  be  able.  If  thev 
should,  then  the  provisions  already  in  the  bill, 
addressed  themselves  sufficiently  to  the  interest 
of  the  banks  to  make  them  pay  it.  If  they 
should  not,  then  the  proposed  tax  or  penalty, 
call  it  by  what   name  you  please,  would   be 


as  unjust  and  oppressive  in  its  principle  as  it 
would  be  ruinous  in  its  consequences.  He  should 
therefore  vote  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  H0PKIM8ON  was  also  opposed  to  the  mo- 
tion made  by  Mr.  Shabpb,  and  thought  the  House 
could  not  pursue  that  course  one  step  further. 
He  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  power  pro- 
posed by  the  amendment  could  not  be  constitu- 
tionally exercised;  and  this  opinion,  he  said,  was 
not  ideal.  The  stamp  duty  proposed  to  be  laid 
on  the  notes  of  the  delinquent  banks  had  been 
called  a  tax ;  but  was  it  not  a  fact  that  this  doty 
was  to  be  contingent,  that  it  compelled  the  State 
banks  to  pay  so  much  money  unless  they  per- 
formed a  certain  act  ?  Was  this  of  the  nature  of 
a  tax?  Mr.  H.  said  it  was  a  penalty  on  the 
banks;  a  penalty  inflicted  without  the  decision  or 
sanction  of  a  court  of  justice.  Such  a  proced- 
ure could  by  no  means  be  considered  in  ihe  lieht 
of  a  tax,  from  which  it  differed  most  essentiaUy. 
A  tax  was  unconditional,  imperative,  and  impar- 
tial; the  duty  proposed,  as  had  been  remarked, 
was  penal,  contmgent,  and  operated  as  a  punish- 
ment upon  the  banks.  Mr.  H.  denied  that  any 
such  power  could  be  derived  from  the  Constka- 
tion,  in  which  no  such  right  existed.  It  would 
also  be  a  violation  of  contract  with  those  institu- 
tions, many  of  which  had  paid  large  sums  of 
money  for  their  charters;  and  was  it  for  any 
power  to  alter  or  infringe  the  conditions  of  those 
charters  1  Mr.  H.  believed  the  proposed  meas- 
ure so  unwarrantable,  so  obviously  wrong,  he 
thought  the  House  could  not  hesitate  in  rejecting 
it,  and  trusted  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Qrobvenor  replied  to  Mr*  Hopxiasoa. 
He  had  not  one  doubt  of  the  right  of  Congress  to 
exercise  this  power.  Not  a  principle,  he  said, 
existed  in  this  bill  which  had  not  been  involved 
in  every  itarop  act  ever  passed  by  the  Qorera- 
ment.  Mr.  G.  argued  at  some  length,  and  de- 
clared that  not  a  doubt  existed  in  his  mind  as  Co 
the  right.  The  justice  and  expediency  of  the 
clause,  he  said,  was  another  question.  The  ob- 
ject in  view  was  to  enforce,  as  soon  as  practica- 
ble, the  resumption  of  specie  payments.  Now, 
Mr.  Q.  said,  he  was  willing  to  refrain  from  any 
measure  of  a  strong  character  for  the  present ; 
he  was  willing  to  give  ample  time  and  opportu- 
nity for  the  banks,  by  their  own  operations,  to 
heal  the  disorder.  He  would  now  take  the  btU 
as  it  stood,  although  he  considered  it  as  a  meas- 
ure of  little  efficacy  or  consequence.  Mr.  G. 
said,  he  had  great  hopes  that  the  banks,  by  pru- 
dent measures,  by  selling  their  Government  stock 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  thus  diminishing  their 
paper  and  increasing  their  specie,  would  nuake 
such  progress  towards  a  state  of  health  as  to  ren- 
der any  further  proceeding!  unnecessary.  If, 
however^  the  contrary  should  happen;  if  from 
any.  motives  no  proper  effprts  shQuld  be  made  to 
remedy  the  present  disordered  state  of  their  pa- 
per, he  would  not  hesitate  to  say  that  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  resort  to  all  strong  and 
effective  measures  within  their  power,  to  compel 
the  banks  to  perform  their  duty  to  their  country 
and  to  their  fellow-citizens.    He  was,  however 
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as  be  before  said,  for  waiting;  for  giving  the 
banks  full  time ;  and  therefore  hoped  Mr.  Sharps 
woold  not  press  his  motion  to  a  decision ,  bat 
allow  the  bill  to  pass  in  its  present  shape. 

Mr.  Clay  said  a  few  words  on  the  same  side. 
He  was  averse  to  so  rigorous  an  act  at  present ; 
he  wished  first  to  adopt  softer  measures  and  see 
whether  the  banks  would  resume  the  payment  of 
specie^  If  tbey  did  not,  Mr.  C.  pledged  himself 
to  go  with  gentlemen  hereafter  in  any  measures 
to  aoarce  the  banks  into  their  duty.  He  hoped, 
however,  ilia  friend  (Mr.  Sharpb)  would  not,  at 
this  time,  urge  his  motion. 

Mr.  Bbarpb,  after  observing  that  though  all  his 
friends  seemed  to  regard  his  motion  favoraUy,  in 
principle,  yet  appearing  to  think  it  improper  at 
present,  he  would  not  now  press  it  without  their 
support,  and  accordingly  withdrew  it. 

After  an  ineffectual  attempt  by  Mr.  Goldbbor* 
ouon  to  carry  an  amendment — 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  carry 
tbe  act  into  operation  on  the  1st  of  May  next; 
instead  of  the  31st  December.— Negatived  by  a 
large  majority. 

Mr.  Ward  moved,  also,  an  amendment  pro* 
viding  a  graduated  scale  of  value,  by  which  the 
notes  of  certain  banks  should  be  received  in  pay- 
ment; which  motion  was  also  negatived. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
Without  amendment;  when  Mr.  Webster  sug- 
gesting an  amendment  which  he  deemed  neces- 
sary, but  not  having  prepared  it,  and  the  hour 
being  late,  a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and 
earned. 


Thursday,  April  18. 

The  Bpbarbr  presented  a  petition  of  the  mes- 
sengers attached  to  the  several  oflSie^s  in  the  De- 
partments of  State,  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy, 
and  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Commis- 
sioners, lespectively  praying  an  increase  of  com- 
pensation.— Laid  on  the  table. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  William  Pinknby,  resigning  his  seat  as  a 
member  of  this  House  from  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, having  accepted  the  appointment  of  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the 
Coort  of  St.  Petersburg,  in  Russia. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  George 
T.  Ross,  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  and  the-officers  and 
men  lately  under  their  command ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David 
Gklston  and  Peter  A.  Schenck. 

Mr.  LoWNDRS  also  reported  a  bill  to  allow 
drawback  of  duties  on  spirito  distilled  and  sugar 
refined  within  the  United  States;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  ihe  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  upon  the  subject  of  revenue.  , 

Mr.  Tucker,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a'  bill  to  enable  the 
levy  court  of  the  county  of  Alexandria  to  lay  a 
tax  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of 


erecting  a  jail  and' court-house;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  to- morrow. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  land 
district  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  north  of  the 
district  of  Kaskaskia ;  wbich  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  thira 
lime  to-day. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Coffin,  Samuel 
and  William' Rodman,  and  Samuel  Rodman,  jr. ; 

An  act  providing  for  cases  of  lost  military  land 
warrants,  and  discharges  for  faithful  services; 
were  severally  read  the  third  time,  and  passed* 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  **  concerning  field 
officers  of  the  militia,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Toe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
autborixe  the  survey  of  two  millions  of  acres  of 
the  public  lands,  in  lieu  of  that  quantity  hereto- 
fore authorized  to  be  surveyed  in  the  Territory 
of  Michigan,  as  military  bounty  land ;  and  the 
said  bill  being  further  amended,  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  *^Aa  act  to  establish 
a  land  office  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  north  of 
the  district  of  Kaskaskia,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  oassed. 

The  bill  providing  an  additional  compensation, 
for  extra  services,  to  the  Judge  of  the  Southern 
District  of  the  State  of  New  York,  pasfted  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to 
a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning  the  entry 
of  vesseb  at  the  port  of  Middletown,  and  the 
bill  concerning  pre-emption  rights  in  Louisiana, 
Missouri,  and  Illinois;  severally  passed  through 
Committees  of  the  Whole;  and  the  committee  on 
the  former  obtaiyed  leave  to  sit  again.  The  lat* 
ter  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  a  system  of  naviga- 
tion for  the  United  Slates. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through,  and  no 
amendment  being  offered,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  reported  it  without  amendment ;  when 

Jdr.  FoRRYTB  intimating  that  he  wished  to  o^ 
fer  some  amendments  which  the  lateness  of  the 
hour  did  not  this  day  permit,  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table  until  to-morrow;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  enclosing 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  pursuance 
of  a  request  of  the  House,  of  17th  February  last, 
exhibiting  a  table  of  the  duties  imposed  on  Ameri- 
can artic^  in  the  British  possessions  of  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia ;  which  letter*  dltc,  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITimON. 

Mr.  Plrasants.  one  of  the  Representativea 
from  the  State  of  Virginia,  laid  before  the  House 
4lte  following  communications ;  which  were  read, 
«ad  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabled 
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The  LflgkUtoret  4>f  CoaMelicttt  and  Muitelia- 
fltnuMtts  haTiDg  propMed  the  foUowii^  m  aoMiid'* 
aente  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stetee : 

let.  Repreeeotetivee  and  diieoft  taxes  sbi^  be  ap- 
portioned among  the  eeverai  Statee,  which  migr  be 
included  within  this  Union,  accbrdtng  to  their  respect- 
ivo  numbers  of  free  penons,  inchiding  those  bound  to 
■enre  for  a  term  of  years;  and  excluding  Indians  not 
taxed,  and  all  other  persons. 

2d.  No  new  State  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
hf  Congress,  in  virtue  of  the  power,  granted  by  the 
CoDstitntion,  without  ^e  concurrence  of  twe-thirds 
of  both  Houses; 

8d.  Congress  shall  not  have  power  to  lay  any  em- 
bergv  on  the  ships  or  vesseli  of  the  United  Stales,  In 
the  pofftsor  hatben  thereof,  for  moie  then  sixty  day*. 

4to.  Congwes  shell  not  have  power,  withoat  the 
Ojsncurreiice  of  two^lhirds  of  hotfa  Houses,  to  interdifit 
the  commercial  interooune  between  the  United  Stales 
•nd  any  foreign  nation,  or  the  dependencies  thereof. 

6th*  Congress  shall  not  mako  or  declare  war,  or 
aalborixe  acte  of  hostility  against  any  foreign  nation^ 
witbent  the  concurrence  of  two*  thirds  of  both  Houses^ 
encept  such  acts  of  hostility  in  defence  of  the  TeniP 
totiea  of  the  United  States,  when  actually  inraded. 

6th,  No  person  who  shall  hereafier  be  naturalized 
•hall  be  eligible  as  a  member  of  the  Senate  or  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  nor  capable 
of  holding  any  dvil  office  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States. 

7th.  The  same  person  shall  not  be  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Statee  a  eeoond  time ;  nor  dull 
the  President  be  elected  ftom  the  seme  State  two 
ternn  in  succession. 

Re9ohed,  By  the  Senate  and  House  of  Delegates 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient  to  adopt  the  amendments  aforaiaid. 

Unohed,  aba,  Thst  the  Qoremor  he,  and  he  is 
htnU^ytJWiivmattd  to  tranemit  copies  of  the  aforesaid 
ffleofttttioQ  40  each  of  the  Seaaton  and  Renneen1»> 
liveeof  thie  State  in  Congrees,  and  to  the  BneontiTe 
of  eaeh,  SUte  of  the  United  States,  with  a  lequeet 
that  the  same  be  laid  befors  their  xespectira  I#giiW 
lliresk 

Agreed  to  by  the  Hoose  of  Delegatee,  Febmeif 
la,  1H16.  WM.  MUNFORP,  C.  Jk  V. 

February  16, 1816— Agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

TH^O.  HANSFORD,  C.  & 

Tha  LegielalBia  of  North  CaioUna  hawing  pco*- 
poeed  the  foUowin^  as  an  avMndmaat-tn  the  Ooaisti- 
tntion  of  the  United  Sl«lea« 

That,  for  the  puipeee  of  choosing  Repieientatives 
in  the  Coatees  of  the  United  States,  eaehStsJte  shidl, 
by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  number  of  dis^ 
tiicte  equal  to  the  number  of  RepsssenUtirea  to  which 
each  State  may  be  entitled. 

Those  districts  shall  be  formed  of  contiguous  terri- 
tory, and  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be»  an  eqyal  num- 
ber of  inhabitaato  entitled  by  the  Constitution  to  be 
represented.  In  each  district  the  qualified  voters  shall 
elect  one  Representative,  and  no  more. 

That,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  Electors  of  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  each 
Stale  sbal^  by  ito  JLegislature^  be  divided  into  a  num- 
ber of  districU  equal  to  the  number  of  Electors  to  which 
each  State  may  be  entitled.  Those  districU  shall  be 
eompoaed  of  contiguous  torritary,  and  contain,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  inhabitanta  en- 
titled by  the  Coneatntion  to  repieeentation.    In  oeoh 


district  the  penons  qualified  ta  vota  for  Bepreeenta- 
tives  shall,  ^ypoint  one  Elector,  and  no  mora  Tlie 
Electors,  when  convened,  shall  have  power,  in  case 
any  of  thoee  appointed  as  above  prescnbed,  shall  foil 
to  attend,  for  the  puipoees  of  their  said  appointmnnt, 
on  the  day  prescribed  for  giving  their  votee  for  J^BaL- 
dent  and  Vice  Presideht  of  the  United  Stitei,  to  ap- 
point another,  or  others,  to  act  in  the  piaee  of  him  or 
them  so  falling  to  attend* 

Neither  the  distiieta  fiir  choosing  Bepreeenlrtieee, 
nor  those  appointing  Elecleis,  shall  he  ^temJinanjF 
Stale,  until  a  eeneus,  and  appettiennwint  of  Hepin 
sentativee  under  it,  mnda  subeequentto  thn  diwionnf 
the  State  into  districts,  ahnii  etaanca  Ifan  iiiiirtia  iif 
Repiesentatiees  and  Blectofa  to  whidi.eul^Slata«ay 
heentitM.  The  division  of  Statae  iolo  dtstxiotah«e* 
by  provided  for  shall  take  place  immediately  after  this 
amendment  ehall  be  adopted  and  ratified,  as  peitof  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  snoceanve^ 
afterwards,  whenever,  Ij  a  cenans,  and  apportionment 
of  Representatives  under  it,  the  number  of  Bepreeenfc- 
ativea  and  of  Electors  to  which  any  State  may  be  en- 
tiaed  shall  be  changed.  The  division  of  such  State 
into  districts  for  the  purpoees  both  of  choosing  Repre- 
sentatives and  of  appointing  Electors  shall  be  altered 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  amendment  and  on 
no  other  occasion. 


Raolvid,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  that 
it  is  expedient  to  adopt  the  aaid  amendment. 

Reached,  tUeo^  That  the  Chyvemor  be,  and  he  te 
hereby,  requested  to  forward  to  the  ISxeenttve  of  each 
of  the  Statee  in  the  Union,  and  to  each  of  o«r  Senar 
tors  and  Representatives  in  Oongrees,  a  oopy  of  the 
rtove  preamble  and  resoloftion;  and  that  ov.  seM 
Repreeentntivee  he  requested  to  nee  auch  maane  as  te 
them  may  eeem  expedient  to  cauee  the  amendaMft 
aforesaid  to  be  propoeed  by  Congress  to  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  semral  Statee  in  the  Union  for  their 
adoption. 

February  SO,  ISlfi^Agieed  to  by  both  Howes  of 
tfaa  Oeneral  Aeesmbly. 

WM.  MUNFORD,  O.&JPl 

PRIVATEER  ROGER. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  allow  the  pcm^em  JB0gm 
the  bounty  fbr  etrtain BritishpikonMi^  w«e nMd 
the  thiffd  timew 

Some  dthttM  agnin  ant un4  oa  tho  prnptieif  oC 
airarding  this  bounty.  Mesars^  CUavojUi  LiVOM, 
•Ad  Cavr,  opposed  the  hilLi^Bioiy  on  th^groond, 
that  nil  prisoDtfo  ymr%  nnd  ^f  ti^t  lyieght  (o>  he^ 
fT6e  from  the  rauficatiea  of  the  ireeif »  agfe^Mf 
to  the  terms,  ihefeoi^  nod  the  usages  of  nations: 
that  the  prisoners  were  not  desired  by  the  Uniteri 
Statee  after  the  war  had  terminated  ^  nod  chat 
there  was  in  law  or  equity  no  title  to  the  bounty 
oo  the  part  of  the  claimanta,  dM.  The  claim  oi 
the  captors  was  advocated  hy  Memre.  Shbimv, 
NsLaoN,  and  Wbioht,  who  rested  their  eupport 
on  the  stipttlaiions  of  the  treatfi  and  oar  owe 
law  eoeottragiog  the  eaptvre  of  enemy  seamen, 
by  offiiriog  a  bounty  therefor ;  arguing,  from  tiie 
coodemoation  of  the  vessel^  90.,  that  the  oaptore 
was  legal,  and  that  the  prisoners  were  as  good 
prize  as  the  vessel  itself,  whieh  has  been  a  wwrded 
to  the  captors.  The  debate  took  a  wide  seope, 
embracing  points  of  the  law  of  natione,  the  law 
of  priie,  «c. 
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Th«  qoettioa  ob  the  p«ts«ge  of  the  bill 
decided  in  the  «ffiniuitir«<^yeM  63,'oafs  52,a8 

follows: 

TsAfl— MeaM.  Adgate»  Archer,  BuMtt,  BatemM, 
BflClm  Bev,  BimIs»  CaldwoU,  GaUmiii^  Chipuaa, 
GleplMi,  Gootter,  CrMvlbtd»  Grodiero&t  DwliiiclMi, 
FocMgTt  Fon^ftb*  Griffin,  Haluiv  Bvgm,  Huacerfoid, 
JeluiMm  of  Ylrgink,  Jotamea  of  Keatuclqr»  Ktrr  of 
Virginiiw  LoTe,  Maday,  Mmoi^  Mayiant,  HcCoj^ 
McLeita  of  Kenluckj,  Moora^  Ifturfireei  NoImb  of 
Yiigiiua,  Newtoiv  Qnatikj,  Pipw,  PImmuUs,  Bej- 
nom  Roane,  RobertieB»  Root,  SoTage,  Scfaesdi, 
SXuurpe,  Shefiej,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Siaith  of  Vir* 
ginia,  Southand,  Taul,  Telfiur.  Townaend,  Waflace, 
Webater,  WendoTer.  Wilde,  Wilkin,  WiIUan8,Wi]. 
loughbr,  Thomaa  Wilaon,  William  Wltaon,  Wood- 
wara,  Wright,  and  Tatea. 

NikTa — ^Moare.  Atherton,  Barboor,  Bayliea,  Ben- 
nett, Birdaail,  Dradlmry,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Oady, 
Chafoell,  CiUey,  Gierke  of  North  Carofina,  Glayton, 
Olendaanin,  Gu^peper,  Gnthbert,  Davenport,  Deaha, 
lUNvaida,  Oaatoii,  Goldabenragh,  Groerener,  Heiater, 
HenderM>n,  Herbert,  Ingham,  Irwin  ef  Fenna^lvank, 
Jiewett,  Keo^XiangdOftv  Lerett,  Lnmpkin,  Lyle,  Lyon, 
Manh,  Milner,  If  eleon  of  MaendiaaeCta,  Peiria,  ritk^ 
mh  Piekering^  Bngglea,  Staame,  Stroogv  Bimgea, 
Tat%  Tneker,  Weid  of  Maaaadiaaatla^  Ward  of  New 
Yadt,  Whealom  Wbiteaide,  Wiloex,  and  Yaneay. 

8P£€I£  PAYMBNT8. 

The  unfinished  bUBtneaa  of  yeaterday,  the  bill 
l^Tiding  for  collecting  the  debta  dne  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  lawful  money  of  the  cauatry, 
being  called  by  the  Speaker, 

Mr.  OAUiaDM  stated  that  it  was  the  wish  of 
aevaral  gentlemen  that  the  bill  should  be  laid  an 
the  table  until  to-morrour,  it  being  ia  coDtempia* 
tion  to  offer  a  scetton  to  authorize  such  an  isene 
of  Treasury  notes  as  weald  sapply  the  defieicncy 
1^  the  csrenlaiiog  medium  which  might  be  pro- 
duced by  the  banks  calling  in  their  notes,  and 
providing  a  relief  for  the  community  under  the 
pressure  which  woidd  eoaseaacmly  eaaue.  He, 
Iherefore,  mored  to  lay  the  biU,  for- the  preeeot, 
on  aha  labia;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 
CAPITOL  8QUARB. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com* 
mitteeof  the  Whole  on  the-  bill  making  an  ap- 
praprtatioo  fdr  grradoattag,  enolosing,  and  im- 
proringthe  CapMol  Square. 

Mr.  TncKsa  moved  an  addiiiooal  section  to 
the  btllj  poeiding  for  the  afvpolnMBoat  of  one 
O»mf&tssioner  of  thePoUia  Buildings,  instead  of 
the  thfee  now  in  eommissiaOf  and  repealiag  the 
aathoritjr  ander  which  they  were  afpointod  y  and 
vealing,in  him  the  apjpUoation  of  tha  present  ap- 
pmpriation.  the  soperintendenec  of  the  imorove^ 
ments  of  ttie  square,  dbc^  with  a  miary  of  9d,000 
par  annum. 

After  coostderable  debate,  in  which.  Mr.  Nau- 
fliOif  opposed  the  motion,  and  Messrai  TccKaa, 
ChhYy  Webbtmiv  and  PiCKfiBuio  advocaiad  it, 
the  ameadment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Ingbam  moved  to  postpone  the  opearatiea 
of  the  btli  to  the  1st  of  June,  whioh  .eras  nega- 
tived; aod  Mr.  Tuckb»  proposed  to  increase  the 
compensation-  of  the  Commissioner  to  9%600 
'  was  also  hegatived. 


Mr.  lYtLDB  moved  lo  iaeorporate  a  provision 
in  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni* 
ted  Siatea  to  cause  lo  be  sold  oeriain  lots,  the 
property  of  the  United  Slates,  within  the  Gitv*; 
the  prooteds  of  the  sale  to  constitute  a  {^od,  the 
iaoerest  of  which  to  go  to  the  sapporf  of  a  Na- 
tional University  s  which  motion  be  supported  at 
soma  length,  urging  the  nropriety  of  such  pol«> 
icy  as  tended  to  foster  ana  benefit  the  City,  and 
censttriug  that  hostile  spirit,  which,  after  Con- 
gress hM  dMerahied  to  make  it  the  permameot 
Seat  of  the  Govemmeot,  yet  withheld  any  aid 
in  its  improvement,  and  left  it  to  languish  in  a 
state  which  made  it  odious  to  those  who  were 
brought  beta  on  the  public  business,  fte. 

Mr.  Web8tbr  suggested  the  impropriety  of 
coanecting  the  proposition  with  the  prescat  bill, 
which  it  might  endanger  without  bein^  itself  sue^ 
oestful,  dbc;  after  which  Mr.  Wildb  wKhdrew  his 
motion. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
and  amendments  to  the  House;  and  the  latter 
wove  ibrther  aoMflded,  oa  motion  of  Mr.  Tuccaa, 
by  iaeertiag  aelauseto  prohibit  the  CoBMBfissioii- 
er,  while  serving  as  such,  from  hoUiag  or  exer- 
eisiag  any  other  off  ce.  ^ 

Mr.  TocnR  then  renewed  his  motion  lo  in*- 
creaee  the  compeneation  of  the  Commissioner, 
but  without  suoeess. 

Tha  amendments  of  the  Committee,  as  amend* 
ed,  were  concurred  in  by  the  House,  aud  the 
ciuesdon  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third  read- 
ing; when 

Mr.  WatoHT  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of 
the  first  section  as  provided- the  appropriation  for 
imjarovifng  the  Capitol  Square^ 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  WssarBB, 
and  Mr.  WaiOBT  replied,  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  oa  tha  question,  which  were  refased  by 
the  House;  after  which  the  motion  was  rejected. 
Tha  blH  was  then  Ordered  to  be  eiigroesad  for  a 
third  reading;  to-morrow. 

After  refosiog  to  take  up  one  or  two  bills  which 
ware  called  up,  the  Hooeo  adjourned. 


FaiaaT,  April  19. 

Mr.  Wabo,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  the  Trustees  of  Phillips's  Academy,  in  Aa* 
dover,in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  prayhig  that 
the  duties  imposed  on  several  iuToices  of  books 
imported  for  the  use  of  the  said  Academy  may 
be  remitted,  and  that  they  may  be  permitted,  to 
import  other  books  freeofdaty.-^Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  > ' 

Mr.  WiLKTif,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Afl&irs,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  rot 
carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  con- 
cluded at  Washington  on  the  2Bd  day  of  March, 
1816;  which  was  resd  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RoBEBTfloif, 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  tnqotre 
iiito  the  expediency  of  attthorizing  the  Prestdent 
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of  the  United  Slates  to  cause  to  be  prioted  — — 
copies  of  the  book  entitled  **  Lawei  TreatieS|  aod 
other  Documents, haviog  overaiion  and  respect  to 
the  Public  Lands,  collected  and  arranged  pursu- 
ant to  an  act  of  Congress^  passed  April  27, 1810.'^ 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tion s»  in  the  case  of  the  election  of  Wm.  McCoy, 
M  member  from  Virginia,  whose  seat  is  contested 
by  Robert  Porterfield.  The  Committee  of  the 
Whole  concurred  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  that  Mr.  McUoy  is  entitled  to  his 
seat ;  and  the  House  agreed  in  the  concurrence. 
So  that  the  sitting  member  is  confirmed  in  his 
seat  as  a  Representative  from  the  Commonwealth 
of  Virginia. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
be  discharged  from  a  further  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Zachariah  Schooomaker,  and  that  it  lie 
00  the  table.  . 

An  engrossed  bill  making  an  appropriation  for 
enclosing  and  improving  the  public  square  near 
llie  Capitol,  was  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Ordertdf  That  the  title  be  ^^An  act  making  an 
appropriation  for  enclosing  and  improving  the 
public  square  near  the  Capitol,  and  to  abolisb  the 
office  of  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Buildings, 
and  of  Superintendent,  and  for  the  appointment 
of  one  Commissioner  for  the  Public  Buildings," 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 

An  act  to  authorize  the  sorvejr  of  two  millions 
of  acres  of  the  public  lands,  in  lieu  of  that  quan- 
tity heretofore  authorized  to  be  surveyed  in  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  ap  military  bounty  land ; 

An  act  providing  an  additional  compensation 
to  the  district  judge  of  the  southern  district  of 
New  York  s 

An  act  to  enable  the  Levy  Court  of  the  county 
of  Alexandria  to  lay  a  ta;c  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fraying the  expense  of  erecting  a  jail  and  court- 
house; were  severally  read  the'  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  oiakipg  an  appropriation  for  re|»iriog 
the  road  from  Duck  river,  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, to  Madison vi He,  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, and  between  Fort  HAwkini,  in  the  State  pf 
Georgia,  and  Fort  Stoddart,  passed  through  a 
Committee ^f  the  Whole,  ai^d  was  ordered  to  be 
•nffrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  following  bills  passed  through  Commits 
lees  of  the  Whole,  aod  were  ordered  to  be.  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  itime  to-morrow: 

The  bill  appropriating  the  sum  of  $2,500  for 
the  purpose  therein  mentioned.  £This  money  is 
to  be  distributed  as  prize  money  to  Captain  C. 
Stewart,  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United 
States  schooner  Syren,  being:  the -appraised  value 
of  a  vessel  captured  by  the  said  vessel  for  a  breach 
of  the  blockade  of  Tripoli,  during  the  war  with 
that  nation  in  1804.] 

A  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to  John  Rogers,  and  others.  [This  money, 
f|30(X  10  be  |;iven  to  these  persons,  uf  Connecti- 
cut, for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  cap- 
turing *  midshipman  and  two  seamen  of  the  Brit- 


ish navy,  and  as  eooipensfttioa  for  the  value  of 
said  prisoners  to  the  United  States.} 

The  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  earn  of 
money  to  Joseph  Stewart,  and  others.  [This 
money,  $1;800,  to  be  given  to  Stewart  and  hia  as- 
sociates, in  the  same  terms  as  the  above,  for  the 
capture  of  a  lieutenant,  a  midshfmnan,  and  « 
number  of  seamen  and  marines.]  This  bill  was 
also  amended,  so  as  to  indode  the  case  of  John 
Woodward  and  Malhew  Guy,for  a  captore'made 
in  the  waters  of  flu  Mary's  county,  Maryland. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  S.  Ne  welL  [A 
land  case.] 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  took 
up,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  report  of  a 
committee  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
of  Absalom  Tatom ;  but,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
CxjiT,  the  Committee  rose  and  dismissed  the  sub- 
ject, on  the  ground  that  it  was  useless  to  consider 
a  subject  tike  this,  becaus^  even  if  the  report  was 
reversed,  a  bill  on  the  subject  could  not  possibly 
be  finally  acted  on  thepreaent  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  tookib,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  was  dtsehai^ed  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Colombian 
Insurance  Company  of  Atezaodria ;  and  Mr.  T. 
then  moved  that  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Web- 
ffrcB,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  uble. 

The  following  bills  n^t  passed  under  consider* 
alien,  and  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow : 

A  bill- authorizing  the  formation  of  a  code  of 
jurisprudence  for  the  District  of  Columbia.  TDi- 
recting  the  Judges  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to 
form  and  report  to  Congress  for  their  adoption  or 
modification,  4dc.,  a  code  of  jurisprudence,  both 
civil  and  criminal ;  and  allowing  to  the  jodgen. 
for  this  service,  a  compensation  of  five  hondrea 
dollars  each.] 

The  bill  concerning  vaccination.  [This  bill 
proposes  to  compel  the  agent  for  vaccinatioB  to 
furnish,  free  of  expense,  to  applicants  by  mail, 
true  and  genuine  vaccine  matter,  with  instruc* 
tions  for  using  the  same.]  Much  dtscussioa  took 
place  as  to  the  amount  of  anaual  compensa- 
tion to  the  agent  ?dio  bow  is,  or  hereafter  may 
be  appointed.  It  was  ultimately,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  PLBABAJiTa,  fixed  at  $1,600. 

Mr.  HuoBB  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  to 
suspend  the  intervening  orders,  and  take  up  the 
resolution  respecting  the  remaine   of  Qenetal 

WABBiaaTOM. 

Mr.  JoHNBON,  of  Kentucky,  after  a  lew  prela- 
tor]f  remarks,  moved  the  following  resolutioos^ 
which  were  successively  agreed  to: 

lUBohedf  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requests! 
to  report  to  the  House,  at  an  early  day  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  OoDgrsas,  a  system  for  the  organisation  and 
diicipline  of  the  Militia,  best  calenlated,  in  his  opioioB, 
to  promote  the  effideney  of  that  fbroe  when  called  into 
the  public  service. 

BttahetL  That  the  SccreCaiy  of  War  be  leqocstad 
to  report,  if  there  be  any,  and  if  any*  what,  aBMiifioaf 
tiea  or  alteration  ia  neocasary  in  relatioB  to  tka  varioua 
branches  of  the  War  Bepariflieatp  lir  iheiuthfnl 
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etrtiott  <>f  their  dotiM;  and  to  raggett  any  plan  which, 
in  hii  opinionyWiU  promote  the  pnblic  intereet  and 
deapatch  of  bofinew,  by  raeponribility  of  offioen,  and 
aooDomy  in  the  execution  of  the  Taiioae  datiee  of  the 
War  Department. 

The  billeoocerniD^pr«*eiDption  rights  to  lands 
in  Louisiana,  Miasouri,  and  Illinois ;  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  surrey iog  and  making  a  road  in  the 
Territory  of  Illinois ;  and  the  bill  allowing  pay 
to  persons  made  prisoners  with  the  rerenoe  cut- 
ler  SorTeyor;  severally  passed  through  Commit- 
tees of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  to  organize,  class,  and  arm  the  militia, 
dbc.,  and  the  bilfsapplemental  to  the  act  for  the 
ftoni  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  Louisiana,  were 
poatpooed  indefinitely. 

PORTS  OF  ENTRY. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  provide  for  the 
entry  of  vessels  at  the  port  of  Middleiown,  Con- 
necticut, was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  NswTON  suggested  tlie  propriety  of  letting 
this  bill  take  the  same  course  as  similar  proposi- 
tions brought  before  the  House  at  this  session ;  all 
of  which,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  had  been 
feferred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  make 
a  general  report  thereon  at  the  next  session. 

Mr.  MosELst  replied  to  Mr.  Newton,  and  sub- 
mitted some  reasons  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clarke,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  in- 
clude in  the  bill  the  port  of  Plymouth,  in  North 
Carolina;  the  petition  from  which  place  bad  been 
referred,  with  others,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  as  mentioned  by  Mr.  Newton.  Mr. 
JD.  briefly  supported  his  motion,  in  which  he  spoke 
against  legislating  partially  on  this  subject;  after 
which  the  amendment  was  agreed  to  without 
objection. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House  as 
ajpgiended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

UCEN8E8— PAT  OF  MINI8TER8. 

The  House  Went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  duty  on  licensee 
to  retailers  of  spirits,  foreign  merchandise,  ^e. 

Mr.  PiOKBNS  moved  that  the  bill  be  amended, 
hy  inserting  a  proviso,  that  no  retailer  of  im- 
ported salt,  whose  stock  does  nut  exceed  one 
haadred  dollars,  shall  be  compelled  to  take  out 
iioeose. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover  and 
by  Mr.  WiLLiAMB,  and  agreed  to ;  after  which, 
toe  Committee  of  the  Whole  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the. bill  from  the  Senate,  to  increase  the 
compensation  of  our  Ministers  resident  at  the 
Courts  of  London,  Paris,  and  St.  Petersburg,  to 
the  sum  of  $12,000,  instead  of  the  present  afiow- 
aoce  of  $9,000  per  annum. 

Mr.  RoBBRTaoN  moved  to  reduce  the  sum  in 
the  bill  to  $9,000,  so  as  to  leave  the  salary  at  its 
present  amount.  Mr.  R*  supported  his  motion  by 
a  number  of  remarks,  to  show  that  the  present 
«lary,  with  the  outfit,  was  sufficient  to  mainuio 
oor  Ministers  at  any  of  the  Soropean  Courts,  in 
14th  Con.  1st  Sjbsb. 


a  style  coasistent  with  their  comfort,  respectabil- 
ity, and  dignity.  The  motion  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Suitb,  of  Maryland,  Lowndes,  Grob- 
VBNOR,  Wright  and  Pickering,  who  maintained 
the  reverse  of  Mr.  Robertson's  opinions,  and 
argued  that  the  present  salary  wa^  entirely  inad- 
equate to  support  our  Ministers  abroad,  particu- 
larlv  at  the  courts  named,  in  a  manner  suitable 
to  the  Representatives  of  the  nation,  or  in  such  a 
style  as  was  common  and  necesaary  in  Europe  to 
their  res|)ectability ;  and  that  it  was  neeessary  to 
allow  an  adequate  compensation,  to  induce  men 
of  talents  to  leave  their  professions  at  home  to  go 
abroad  in  the  public  service,  dbc.  Both  sides  d 
the  question  were  argued  at  considerable  length, 
and  a  variety  of  facts  and  illustrations  introduced 
in  support  of  the  opinions  urged. 

The  question  was  finally  decided  against  Mr. 
Robbbtbon'b  motion ;  after  which  the  Commit<^ 
tee  rose,  and  reported  their  amendment  to  the 
bill  first  considered,  which  was  concurred  fp,  and 
the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  second  bill  being  reported  without  amend- 
ment, the  question  on  eugroesing  it  was  stated ; 
but  before  it  was  put,  a  motion  to  adjourn  pre- 
vailed. 


Monday,  April  22. 

The  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures were  discharged  from  a  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  from  the  Senate.  *'  establishing  a 
port  of  delivery  at  the  town  of  Bayou  St.  John," 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time* 

Mr.  Chappell,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  ameodment  proposed  by  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Qeor^e 
Nebtttger,  deceased,"  reported  the  same  with 
amendments;  which  were  read,  and,  together 
with  the  said  ameadpaenteof  the  Senate  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Wiiole  to  day. 

Mr.  RoBBRTBOff,  from  the  Committee  on  tho 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  ra- 
priating  the  collection  of  land  laws ;  whieti  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

A  message  from  tiie  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pafsed  the  bill  ^  to  regalate 
the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  with  amend* 
ments,  in  which  they  ask  tJie  coneurrence  of  this. 
House. 

Mr.  Plbabaiitb,  from  the  Naval  Committee, 
reported  a  bill  to  fix  the  Peace  £stablishment  of 
the  Marine  Corps  [raduciog  it  to  one  thousaad 
non-commi«aione4  officers  a.nd  privates ;]  which 
was  twice  reaid  and  committed.  . 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Howe 
that  the  S^ate  have  passed  the  bill  "  for  organ- 
izing the  General  Staff,  and  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  Army  of  the  United  States,"  with 
amendments.  The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^  to 
increase  the  compensation  of  the  superintendentff 
of  the  manuftctories  pf  arms  at  SpriogfifM  and 
Harper's  Ferry,"  and  a  bill  *' concerning  the  an- 
nual sum  appropriated  for  arming  aud  e^u^pinf 
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the  mililla  ;''  io  which  ameodments  aod  bills  they 
■sk  the  concurrence  of  this  Hoase. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  '^  to  reg alate  the  daties  on  imports  and 
tonnaffj^'  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee ofnTays  and  Means. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  ^^  for  organizing  the  General  Staff,  and  mak- 
ing farther  provision  for  the  Army  of  the  United 
States"  was  read,  and  eoncorred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Qrosvenor,  from  the  select  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  **  for 
the  benefit  of  the  widow  and  children  of  Robert 
Fulton,  deceased."  reported  the  same,  with  amend- 
ments ;  which  were  read,  and,  together  with  the 
bill,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^'  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation of  the  superintendents  of  the  manufac- 
tories of  arms  at  Springfield  and  Harper'^  Ferry" 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the^Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  concerning  the  an- 
nual sum  appropriated  for  arming  and  equipping 
the  militia,"  was  read  twice,  aod  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  repairing 
certain  roads  therein  mehtioned; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  S.  Newell ; 

An  act  appropriating  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  for  the  purpose  therein  men- 
tioned ; 

An  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to  John  Rodgers  and  others; 

An  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to  Joseph  Stewart  and  others ; 

An  act  authorizing  the  judges  of  the  circuit 
eourt  for  the  District  of  Columbia  to  prepare  a 
code  of  jurisprudence  for  the  saitj  District ; 

An  act  concerning  pre-emption  rights  given  in 
the  purchase  of  lands  to  certain  settlers  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  and  in  the  Territories  of  Mis- 
souri and  Illinois  ; 

An  act  allowing  pay  to  certain  persons  made 
prisoners  with  the  revenue  cutter  "  Surveyor  f 

An  act  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  marking 
a  road  in  the  Territory  of  Illinois;  and 

An  act  for  reducing  the  duties  on  licenses  to 
retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign 
merchandise ;  were  severally  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "establishing  a  port 
of  delivery  at  the  town  of  Bayou  St.  John,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  **  concerning  the  en- 
try of  vessels  at  the  port  of  Middletown,"  was 
read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  ^*An  act  concerning 
the  entry  of  vessels  at  the  ports  of  Middletown 
and  Plymouth." 

The  engrossed  bill  respecting  vaccination.  This 
bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Southard,  ;  who  stated,  in  making  the  motion. 
that  a  member  of  the  committee  which  reported 
the  bill,  who  was  at  present  absent  from  indisposi- 


tion, had  received  important  information  from  the 
vaccine  agent,  and  also  from  officers  of  the  Army 
and  Navy ;  and  had  in  consequence  prepared  soma 
amendments  which  he  wished  to  make  to  tke  biJI 
to  introduce  vaccination  into  the  Army  and  H^wf; 
to  give  time  for  this,  Mr.  8.  asked  that  the  bill 
miffht  lie  on  the  table  a  day  or  two. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
be  discharged  from  a  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
volunteers  and  militia  who  have  been  killed  or 
died  of  wounds,  and  from  the  report  of  the  se- 
lect committee  appointed  to  revise  the  rules  and 
orders  of  the  House ;  and  that  the  said  bill  and 
report  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Qelston,  CoK 
lector,  and  P.  A.  Schenck,  Naval  Officer  of  the 
port  of  New  York ;  to  indemnify  them  $100,000 
damages  recovered  a^^inst  them  by  Qould  Hoyt, 
and  others,  for  the  seizure  of  a  vessel,  which  after- 
wards proved  to  be  not  authorized  by  law. 

This  bill  also  produced  some  debate.  It  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Sheffey,  on  the  groaod  that  the 
seizure  was  made  without  probable  cause,  other- 
wise damages  would  not  have  been  awarded  by  the 
court;  that  where  an  officer  thus  acts  he  does  so 
on  his  own  responsibility,  aod  ought  not  to  be  in- 
demnified therefor  bv  the  Government.  The  bill 
was  advocated  by  Mr.  Lownobs  at  some  length, 
on  the  ground,generaIIy,  that  the  private  property 
of  an  officer  ought  not  to  be  held  responsible  for  acts 
committed  in  the  discbarge  of  his  public  duty, 
acting  according  to  his  best  judgment.  The  dis- 
cussion embraced  various  considerations  arising 
out  of  the  trial  of  the  case  before  the  circuit  court 

The  Committee  then  took  up  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  George  T.  Ross  and  Com.  D.T.  Patterson* 
and  their  officers  aod  men,  [granting  them  $60fi00 
a  moiety  of  the  value  uf  the  vessels,  d^.  captured 
by  them  from  the  pirates  of  Barrataria.] 

The  hills  were  reported  to  the  House  without 
amendment.  The  former,  on  motion  uf  Mr. 
TuoKKB,  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  latter  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  was 
committed  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Carr, 
the  bill  for  the  relief  ot  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and 
others,  and  the  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system 
of  baokruptcy,  were  discharged  from  a  further 
consideration  thereof,  and  the  said  report  and  bills 
were  postponed  todefinitely. 

DIRECT  TAX. 

The  House  tookup  for  consideration  theamend- 
ments  made  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  from  this 
House,  to  regulate  the  assessment  of  the  direct 
tax,  di^c,  one  of  which  was  the  addition  of  a  sec- 
tion directing  a  revision  of  the  assessment  and 
valuation  of  property  in  the  State  of  Delaware. 
The  amendment,  It  appeared,  was  predicated  on 
a  petition  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  alleged  injustice  of  the  board  of 
principal  assessors,  who  altered  the  valoAtion  of 
property  made  and  reported  by  the  assistant  aasea- 
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sors  ia  different  counties,  so  as  to  produce  a  jerjr 
unequal  and  unjust  apportionment  of  the  direct 
tax  amongthe  counties  of  the  State*  The  Com- 
mittee of  wa/s  and  Means,  to  whom  the  amend- 
ment had  been  referred,  recommended  a  disagree- 
ment thereto ;  and  the  question  was  on  concur- 
ring with  the  committee.  The  amendment  pro- 
duced a  good  deal  of  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
Clayton,  Wriobt,  Sheffet,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Gaston,  supported,  and  Messrs. 
LowNDBs  and  Ixcgham  opposed  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment.  By  the  advocates  of  the 
amendment,  it  was  urged  that  the  conduct  of  the 
board  of  assessors  was  partial,  unauthorized,  un- 
just, and  oppressive,  and  required  the  revision 
provided  by  the  new  section.  The  amendment 
was  opposed  on  the  ground  that  the  proper  busi- 
ness of  the  board  was  to  supervise  and  equalize 
the  valuations  of  the  assistant  assessors ;  that  al- 
though tbey  had  not  acted  conformably  to  the 
letter  of  the  law,  still  the  result  of  their  decision 
was  the  same  as  if  they  had  proceeded  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  law,  and  that  it  was  an  error 
in  form  only;  and  that  if  this  amendment  were 
agreed  to,  it  would  open  a  door  to  endless  tppli- 
cations  for  the  revision  of  assessments,  ditc.  To 
establish  the  above  points,  a  variety  of  arguments 
and  illustrations  ware  used,  which  protracted  the 
debate  to  a  considerable  length.  The  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  finallv 
disagreed  to  by  a  decided  majority,  atid  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  concurred  in. 

SPECIE  PAYMENTS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  take  up  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  collecting  the  public  revenues  in  the  law- 
ful money  of  the  country — (to  enforce  the  pay- 
ment of  specie.) 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing several  additional  sections,  authorizing  the 

issue  of millions  of  Treasury  notes,  not  to 

'bear  interest  or  be  fundable,  to  be  received  in  all 
dues  to  the  United  States,  providing  the  usual 
penalties  for  counterfeiting,  dbc. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
amendments;  it  being  decided  by  the  Speaker 
that  it  was  necessar^r  to  take  that  course. 

In  answer  to  some  inquiries  by  Mr.  Qrosvbmor, 
Mr.  Calhoun  stated  it  as  his  Intention  to  move 
to  fill  up  the  blank  with  fifteen  millions,  as  the 
amount  of  Treasury  notes  to  be  issued. 

SALARIES  OF  MINISTERS. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  Friday — being  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
to  increase  the  salaries  of  our  Ministers  at  the 
Courts  of  St.  Petersburg,  Paris,  and  London,  fto 
twelve  thousand  dollars  per  annum ;]  which  bill 
bad  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  the  question  now  was,  whether  it  should 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time.  This  ques- 
tion was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  36,  nays 
67,  as  follows : 

X  sAS^Messrs.  Archer,  Atherton,  Baer,  Betts,  Brecjt- 


enridge,  Cslhoun,  Chappell,  Cqtbbert,  Forney,  Gaston» 
Grosrenor,  Ingham,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Love,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyon,  Mayrant, 
Mnrfree,  Nelson  of  Massachnselts,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Newton,  Pickering,  Pleasants,  Savage,  Schenck,  She^ 
fey.  Smith  of  Ma^nd,  Taggart,  Ward  of  Maasacho- 
setts,  Wilkin,  Thomas  Wilson,  Woodward,  Wright, 
and  Yancey. 

Nats — afeasrs.  Adgate,  Aiezander,  Barboor,  Ben- 
nett, Birdsall,  Boaa,  Bradbonr,  Brooks,  Brown,  Bryant 
Cady,  Cannon,  Champion,  Chipman,  CiUey,  Olopton, 
Crawford,  Crocheron,  Colpqper,  Darlington,  Daven- 

E»rt,  Desha,  Edwards,  Glasgow,  Hahn,  Hale,  Hanson, 
ardin,  Hawea,  Heister,  Herbert,  Hnngerford,  Irwin 
of  Pennsylvania,  Langdon,  Law»  Lewis,  Lumpkin, 
Lyle,  Marsh,  Mason,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentuckv, 
Milnor,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Fitkin,  Reed,  Reynolds, 
Roane,  Robertson,  Root,  Ruggles,  Southard,  Steams, 
Strong,  Stoart,  Sturges,  Tate,  Taul,  Telfair,  Tucker, 
Vose,  Wallace,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Williams,  and 
Willoughby. 

And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 


Tuesday,  April  23. 

Mr.  Nblsoh,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  on  the  23d  of  January  last, 
reported  a  joint  resolution  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  cause  further  obser- 
vations to  be  made  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of  Waeh- 
ington;  which  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  to  amend  the  act 
confirming  certain  powers  of  the  Levy  Court  of 
the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  passed  on  the  1st  of  July,  1812 ;  the 
bill  making  an  appropriation  for  completing  the 
centre  buildinff  or  the  Capitol ;  the  bill  further  to 
extend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  Statea; 
and  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ^^  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  Admirals;"  be  discharged  from  a 
further  consideration  thereof,  and  that  the  said 
bilb  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  settling  claims  to  land  in  the 
Territory  of  Illinois;"  also  the  bill  ''supplemental 
to  the  act  entitled  an  act  regulating  and  defininj^ 
the  duties  of  the  judges  of  the  Territory  of  lUi-. 
nois  and  for  vesting  in  the  ceiurts  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Indiana  a  jurisdiction  in  chancer v  casea 
arising  in  the  said  Territory ;"  also  the  bill  "  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson ;"  also  the  bill  "  for 
the  relief  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Washington  Bridge  Company,"  with  amend meata 
to  each,  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House ; 

They  have  passed  a  bill  ^'  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Ignace  Chalmet  Delino. 
deceased;"  also,  a  bill  "authorizing  the  sale  ot 
lots  owned  by  the  United  States  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  also,  a  bill 
"for  settling  the  compensation  of  the  commit* 
sioner,  clerk,  and  translator  of  the  Board  for 
Land  Claims  in  the  eastern  and  western  district 


1416 


mSfefllY  OF  OON0KBSS. 


1416 


H.  OP  R. 


Specie  JPayiH^niem 


AfKiL,  1816. 


of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now  Slate  of  Louis- 
iana^'^ and  a  bill  '^  for  adjusting  the  elaims  to 
land  and  establishing  a  land  office  for  tbe  district 
of  bnds  lying  east  of  the  Mississippi  rtrerand 
island  of  New  Orleaosf  in  which  satd  biUa  they 
ask  the  coDcnrreiiee  of  this  House. 

Mr.  LowNDBS,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
anil  Meao^,  to  whom  Was  referred  the  avrend- 
raentaproiwsed  by  the  Semtte  fa  the  bill  *  to  reg- 
ukRe  the  dutie»o!i  imports  and  vonn^ge,'*  reported 
the  agreement  of  the  oommktee  to  the  said 
MueDu  meiits. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  amendments  be  eotfi- 
mitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  bill  for  the  more  efl^dtuai  colleetion  of  the 
revenue  in  the  lawful  money  of  the  United 
States. 

The  House  went  i»to  Committee  of  the  Whole 
OD  the  annual  provision  for  invalid  pensioners. 
The  details  of  this  bill,  embracing  additional 
eases  of  pension,  ihe  increase  of  former  ones^  and 
the  various  propositions  made  to  insert  other 
cases,  with  the  discussion  of  the  okims,  as  usual, 
occupied  much  time.  The  bill  was  finally  re- 
ported to  the  House,  the  numerous  amendments 
were  again  considered  and  disposed  of^  and  the 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

SPBCIfi  PATMBNT8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calboun,  the  House  re- 
solvied  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  more  effectual  collec- 
tion of  the  public  revenue  in  the  lawful  money 
of  the  country-^to  enforce  the  payment  of  specie. 

The  amendments  offered  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Calhouv  were  read,  the  first  section  of  which 
provides,  substantially,  for  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  to  the  amount  of  —-^  dollars,  of  such 
convenient  denominations  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasurv  shall  direct;  transferrable  by  delirery; 
not  to  bear  interest;  not  to  be  fundable;  to  be 
received  everywhere  in  dues  to  the  United  States, 
and  may  be  re-issued  from  time  to  time. 

The  second^  third,  and  fourth  sections' provide 
for  the  preparing,  signing,  and  issuing  the  Treas- 
ury notes,  for  paying  the  expense  thereof,  and 
the  Usual  peoaltfes  for  counterfeiting  them. 

The  flfni  section  provides,  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  sfastl  issue  said  notes  upon  loan 
to  the  Bank  oi  the  United  States,  or  any  State 
bank  Applying  therefor,  on  such  terms  as  ne  shall 
deem  necessary,  having  regard  to  the  circum- 
stances of  each  ca&e,  and  the  security  of  the 
United  States,  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  less  than 
'—  per  cent,  per  annum ;  but  not  to  loan  to  any 
Stare  bank  mofe  than  a  moiety  of  their  capital 
paid  in  these  loans;  to  be  reimbursable  in  three 
equal  annual  instalments,  computed  from  the 
date  of  the  respective  loans,  and  be  paid  far  as 
ihey  become  due  in  the  legal  coin,  or  in  Treasury 
notes.  [The  irMiety^  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sttrra, 
was  subsequently  converted  into  one/ourf^] 

The  flAii  section  authorizes  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  issue  said  notes  at  their  par  value 
to  individuals,  companies,  or  corporations,  and 
receive  in  payment  therefor  the  United  States' 


stocks;  but  the  amount  sold  for  funded  debt  not 
to  exceed  [five]  millions ;  the  notes  so  sold  to  be 
taken  out  of  tne  annual  appropriations  for  -the 
Sinking  Fund,  and  the  funded  debt  thus  ae« 
quired  to  be  transferred  to  the  Commissioners  oT 
the  Sinking  Fund,  and  by  them  applied  as  the 
law  directs,  with  other  funded  debL 

The  seventh  section  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  annually,  to  withdraw 
from  circulation  and  to  cancel  a  portion  of  said 
Treasury  notes,  equal  to  one- third  of  the  vrfaole 
amount  issued. 

The  eighth  section  of  the  amendments  pro- 
vides that  the  future  issues  of  Treasury  notes, 
under  the  act  of  February  24, 1815,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars. 

The  amendments  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Calboun  moTed  to  fill  the  blank  in  the 
first  section  with  ** fifteen"  millions;  and  then,  in 
a  speech  of  some  length,  stated  to  the  Committee 
the  benefits  which  were  anticipated  from  the  pro- 
posed issue  of  Treasury  notes;  the  aid  and  itliel 
they  would  afford  to  the  community,  under  the 
pressure  which  would  unavoidably  oe  produced 
by  the  banks  in  the  necessary  curtailment  of  thetr 
discounts,  the  withdrawal  of  their  notes  from 
circulation,  dbc.,  preparatory  to  the  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments,  which  the  bill  would 
enforce.  It  was  his  opinion  that  the  bill  would 
be  effectual  in  producins  the  payment  of  specie, 
without  the  aid  of  this  feature ;  but  there  were 
others  who  doubted  whether  the  restoration  could 
be  well  or  safely  effected  witkout  it ;  and  he 
wished  to  afford  every  facility  and  reUef  that 
could  be  with  propriety  given,  as  well  to  the 
banks  as  to  the  community. 

Mr.  Robertson  followed  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment,  against  which  he  argued  at  %ome 
length.  He  objected  (o  it  chiefiy  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  form  an  unfortunate  and  hazardous 
connexion  between  the  (Government  and  the 
State  banks;  extending  the  indirect  influence  of 
the  banks,  which  had  been  often  complained  of, 
to  a  direct  influence;  and,  instead  of  compelling 
the  banks  to  sell  their  public  stock  and  meet 
their  engagements,  would  increase  their  means  Of 
resisting  the  measures  to  coerce  them  Into  the 
pavment  of  specie. 

Mr.  Caut  spoke  against  llie  amendment  It 
would  be  reloaniug  the  public  funds  at  flve  per 
cent.,  while  the  €h>vernmeat  of  the  United  States 
was  fiOrrowing  at  seven ;  would  be  collecting  the 
revenues  of  the  Government  in  its  own  paper 
only,  and  defeating  the  objeet  of  laying  taxes ; 
that  it  would  tend  to  depress  our  stocks  in  En- 
rope;  that  it  wootd  be  better  to  give  ctedlt  to 
those  indebted  to  the  Qovemment  at  six  pet  cent, 
a  year ;  that  no  bank  would  borrow  these  notes 
which  meant  to  pay  for  them,  as  it  would  be  giv- 
ing five  per  cent,  for  notes  to  lend  out  to  its  cus- 
tomers ;  and  that  the  issue  of  fifteen  million^  i£ 
they  could  be  kept  in  circulation,  would  drive 
specie  out  of  the  country  instead  of  drawing  it 
thither. 

Mr.  BaRnouR  replied  to  Mr.  Robertson,  and 
defended  the  amendment  on  the  ground  of  the 
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great  «soist«ice  ic  would  afford  to  the  eonma- 
nitf  in  meeting  the  state  of  thiogs  wbieh  mast 
cake  place  uoder  the  pressure  iDeviiabljr  created 
hy  the  banks  in  retnrniog  to  specie  pafments ; 
his  desire  to  resort  to  mild  means ;  its  accostom- 
ing  the  people  to  giro  credit  to  paper  issued' 
under  the  authority  of  OoveromeBt }  its  emhrae- 
ing  and  assbtiof  these  banks  poesessing  no  pub- 
lic stock. 

Mr.  TooKm  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  ^ten^' 
millions. 

Mr.  Calbouh  replied. to  the  axynments against 
the  amendment.  He  had  no  idea  the  hanks 
would  reaatne  specie  payments  willingly;  they 
would  go  into  it  only  beeaose  they  would  see  in- 
CTitable  ruin  in  refusioff;  but  as  they  would  he 
compelled  to  embrace  the  measure,  he  wished  lo 
give  them  ample  means. 

Mr.  CoTBBBBT  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  larger  sum.  Fifteen  miliions  might  be  used 
fyf  other  purposes  than  in  loaning  to  the  banks ; 
It  might  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  stocks,  to 
loans  to  individuals. 

The  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with  "filteen"  was 
iQst-*B9es  55,  Boes  50* 

Mr.  TfpmuR  thett,  for  th«  pnseentj  wtthdicw 
his  motion. 

The^Boslton  oo  agreeiBg  to  the 'first  seetiott  as 
an  amendment,  still  in  blank,  was  carried--«yea 
£0;  noes  58. 

i)dr.  TncKua  Teoewed  his  motion  to  fill  the 
ifalank  with  '*  tMi"  tn^llions. 

Mr.  W'Bua*n»  stated  some  ohraetione  to  the 
provision  in  its  present  shape,  ne  should  have 
«o  unwilHngoess  to  authorise  an  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes  fn  another  way ;  to  make  them  paya- 
hie  to  the  public  creditors,  he  thought,  would  he 
preferable  to  the  n^anner  conCemplated. 

Mt.Nbwton  moved  the  sum  of 'thirteen/* 

Mr.  GaoBYfiNoa  then  rose  and  stated  his  objec- 
AioBs  to  the  proposed  issue  of  Treasury  notes, 
wbiftb  be  viewed  as  the  first  attempt  yet  uiade  to 
create  a  p»er  ourraaoy  for  the  country.  In  this 
Ught  Ms.  Q*diseHssBd  the  sa^ect  at  much  length, 
Arpuiiig  i^BstBA  esj^iflNBt  99  daugefousin 
pttueiple.  aad  which  ttniveiBal  experiencB  proved 
would  always  end  in  a  depreciated  cuffreaey, 
Jiowever  feasible  it  might  appear  in  time  of  peace 
>aad  ^mnquiility.    When  he  eonefaided'***- 

The-qnestioB  of  filling  the  blaah  with  ^ibir- 
'twt^  was  negatived^-H^yes  <{6,  noes  6S ;  and  the 
question  recurred  on  the  sam  of  "  teft'' millions. 

Mr.  C^BBERT  then  replied  to  Mr.  Oaos- 
YUNOR,  and  to  the  arguments  grounded  on  the 
presumption  that  this  measure  was  to  be  a  per- 
manent one,  and  contending  that,  as  the  Qovern- 
ment  had,  by  long-usa|;e,  given  credit  to  the  pres- 
ent paper,  making  it  in  fact  the  currency  or  the 
couBiry,  it  would  he  wrong  suddenly  to  discredit 
this  p^per  and  destroy  its  value  in  the  commu- 
nity without  supplying  the  country  with  some- 
'th&ag  as  a  suhstitute.  He  viwed  the  proposition 
nsder  diseuisioft  aa  oaie  which  would  produce 
the  happiest  consequences. 

-Dhe  .question  was  then  uken  <in  filling  the 
blaak  with  ^'Mi,"  and  earried--«ycs  60. 


Mr.  Wbbbtbb  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  fifth 
section  the  words  ^  to  the  Bask  of  the  Unitod 
States ;"  which,  after  some  discussion,  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  fix  the 
amount  of  interest  to  be  required  of  the  banks  at 
three  per  ceat.  ner  annum;  and  supported  his 
motion  at  some  length,  entering  somewhat  into 
the  general  question  of  the  expediency  of  the 
measure. 

Mr.  C^kLHOUif  moved  to  fill  the  hlank  with 
^us  per  cex^,  and  Ecplied  at  still  greater  length 
than  before  to  Messrs. 'Qroovbm on,  Rob^btbov, 
and  others,  who  had  spoken  in  opposition. 

Mr.  BiOBBBTBON  moved  eix  per  centum,  and 
added  some  remarks  in  support  of  the  opinions 
he  had  advanced. 

After  some  further  discussiop,  the  motion  to 
fill  the  blank  with  eix  per  centum  was  pariied — 
ayes  55,  noes  58. 

Mr.  BBBFrar  moved  an  amendment,  which 
would  confine  the  loan  of  these  Treasurynot^ 
to  such  hanks  only  as  hold  no  stock  of  the  United 
States.    Negatived — ayes  45. 

The  eighth  section  was  then  agreed  toH)8 
to  51. 

Mr.  Hali«  then  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  Iw* 
reviving  and  adding  thecalo  the  former  fourth 
section,  which  imposed  a  high  stamp  duty  on  the 
notes  of  the  banks  not  paying  specie  on  the  day 
specified;  which  motion  Mr.  H.  tnade  sooie  re- 
marks in  fovor  of— stating  his  ol\|ect  to.be  to  give 
the  solvent  banks  an  opporiunit,y  of  paying  spe- 
cie, and  of  putting  down  those  that  could  not 
pay;  which  could  only  be  done  by  the  p^>viston 
he  proposed  to  if  new. 

Mr.  Tucker  agreed  with  Mr.  Hax^l  in  oomc 
degree ;  and  proposed  4o  modify  the  amendment 
by  making  it  an  unifoun  stamp  duty  of  (m  Jpet 
cent,  on  all  noWs  issued  hy  the  delinquent  WIes. 

Mr.  Boot  spake  against  the  motion  to.  ceoew 
the  section,  and  disputed  the  power  of  Coi^grev, 
under  the  Constitution,  to  adopt  such  a  measuee, 
which  was  of  the  nature  of  a  naoMfy,  nod  in- 
tended aaapunishaaeot  that  could  not  QonstHn* 
tionally  be  inflicted  oa  the  baakii. 

Mr.  RANDoa.Fu  also  opposed  the  adoptioa.qf 
this  sectioOr  to  which  nothing  simHar  couW  be 
found  in  the  code  of  any  natioa  under  the  sun. 
He  argued  against  the  measure  at  some  lengthi 
and  condemned  it  as  anti-repuhUcan  and  danger- 
ous^-as  adding  to  the  power  and  Mtro^age  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  aiieady  too  great^ 
a  diacretioo  dangerous  in  the  extreme,  Md  in 
effect  making  bis  will  the  measure  of  taxation. 

Before  the  motion  was  decided,  the  Gammittee 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  was  refused  leave  to 
sit  again,  Icavii^  the  hill  in  the  House. 


MM 


WanjiBBOaY^ April  24.    , 

Mr.  HottUB  from  the  comoiittee  appoiatad  by 
a  resolution  of  the  27ch  of  Febraary  kst,  to  a»> 
amine  geBcraUy  into  the  subject  of  unaeitled 
baiaaces,  made  a  report;  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  lieon  the  taUe ;  when  Mr.  H.  ctpotled 
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m  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  Accountant  in  the 
Department  of  State ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.RoOT^from  the  Committeeon  Expenditores 
in  the  War  Department,  reported  a  bill  sapple- 
mentary  to  the  several  acts  organizinnf  the  omce 
of  Accountant  of  the  Department  of  War ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
*  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nblson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  respecting  the  Patent  Office,  reported 
a  bill  establisnins  the  Patent  Office,  providing 
the  means  of  further  encouragement  to  "authors 
and  inventors,"  and  guarding  more  effectually 
against  frauds  and  impositions  by  patentees; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "supplemental  to  the  act,  entitled^An  act  regu- 
lating and  defining  the  duties  of  the  judges  of  the 
Territory  of  Illinois,  and  for  vestinj^  in  the  courts 
of  the  Territory  of  Indiana  a  jurisdiction  in  chan- 
.cery  cases  arising  in  the  said  Territory,"  was 
'  read  and  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  amenoment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 

bill  "for  the  relief  of  the  President  and  Directors 

of  the  Washio^on  Bridge  Company,'*  was  read ; 

whereupon,  ordered  that  this  House  concur  in  the 

'said  amendmant. 

The  amendments  proposed  bjr  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  "  making  further  provision  for  settling 
claims  to  lands  in  the  Territoiy  of  Illinois,"  were 
read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  bythe  Senate  to  the 
bill  "for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson,"  wa^  read 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  adjusting  the 
claims  to  land,  and  establishing  a  land  office  for 
'  the  districts  of  lands  lying  east  of  the  Mississippi 
River  and  island  of  New  Orleans,"  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  authorizing  the  sale 
of  lots  owned  by  the  United  States  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read 
twice  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  settling  the  com- 
'  pensation  of  the  commissioners^  clerk,  and  trans- 
lator of  the  Board  for  Liand  Claims  in  the  eastern 
and  western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
now  State  of  Louisiana,"  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles:  An  act 
concerning  invalid  pensioners^  an  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  George  T.  Ross,  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  and 
the  officers  and  men  under  their  command ;  were 
severally  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  enffrossed  resoloiiqn  '*  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  cause  further  obser- 
vations to  be  made  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
the  longitude  of  the  Capitol  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington," was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  "An  act  authorizingpaymeiit  for  the  | 


court'hottse  of  Hamilton  in  the  Slate  of  Ohiof 
"An  act  making  appropriation  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  Sutes 
for  the  year  1816;"  and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Clinton,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,"  with  amendmenu,  in  which 
they  ask  the  eoncnrrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Ignace  Chalmet  Ddlno, 
deceased,"  was  read  twice  and  eommitted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

QUARTERMASTER'S  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  MoKfiB,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  accounts  rendered  and  settled  of 
James  Thomas,  a  deputy  quartermaster  general 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  to  examine 
into  the  accounts  connected  therewith,  made  a 
report,  embracing  a  statement  of  iacu  and  many 
documents,  but  expressing  no  opinion  on  the  snb- 
jecti  and  recommending  a  more  mature  examina- 
tion into  the  matter  at  the  next  session ;  which 
report  was  ordered  to  lie,  and  be  printed* 

The  report  ia  as  follows : 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
the  meoonnts  (rmdeied  and  settle^  of  JaaMS  Thmnaa, 
a  deputy  qoaitennaster  general  of  the  UnHed  Stalea* 
and  also  to  examine  mil  aooonnts  connected  th«rewitfi« 
report: 

That  the  committee  have  examined  the  subject  re- 
ftrred  to  them  with  as  mnch  care  as  a  doe  attention 
to  the  current  busineM  of  the  House  would  pennit 
When  the  papers  were  referred  to  the  committee,  it 
was  understood  that  James  Thomas  was  in  the  West- 
ern coontiy,  and  a  letter  was  addressed  to  him  st 
Pittsburg,  informing  him  that  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  examine  and  report  on  his  accounts. 

James  Thomas  arrived  in  this  city  on  the  ISth  in- 
stanty  and  made  application  to  the  committee  to  post- 
pone a  report  on  hia  case  to  the  next  session  of  Con- 
greM ;  the  reasons  assigned  in  support  of  this  applica- 
tion are  Ihllv  dtsdosed  in  the  papen  herewith  submit- 
ted to  the  House  as  a  part  of  this  report,  from  which  it 
will  appear  that  the  committee  haa  neither  time  nor 
the  means  of  pronouncing  on  the  diaracter  of  the 
transaction,  or  the  conduct  of  James  Thomas,  withont 
whoUy  diaregaidhig  the  statements  made  l^  Inm  to 
the  committee. 

So  lar,  therefore,  as  James  Thomas  is  concerned, 
the  committee  recommend  a  postponement  of  tiie  esse 
to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  so  that  the  case  may 
then  undsrgo  a  more  mature  examination  than  can 
now  be  given  to  it. 

l*he  settlement  made  in  this  case  by  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  Government  seems  to  require  examina- 
tion ;  the  settlement  was  made  on  the  papers  and  doc- 
uments now  before  the  oommitteOi  and  on  that  evidence 
alone  the  settlement,  and  the  principle  on  which  it 
was  made,  must  stand  the  test  of  examination. 

Without  designing  to  express  any  opinion  in  rela- 
tion to  James  Tliomas,  the  committee  submit  to  the 
House  the  following  statement  of  the  case,  as  it  seems 
to  have  been  presented  to  the  accounting  offioeiv  of 
the  Government  for  setdement,  as  well  as  the  several 
ooenrrenoes  which  happened  in  the  progress  of  the 
settlement 

On  the  snd  day  of  November,  1818,  General  Smyth, 
commanding  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  ordered  Jsonea 
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ThoBBM,  ^ntj  qimrteniifttt«r  generml,  jfco  parchase  |  the  TreMQiy  Department,  and  the  accounta  were  «ent 

~  '  '  to  the  Treasury  Department  by  Peter  Hagner,  the 
acting  Accountant,  by  whom  they  were  closed  on  the 
14th  day  of  July,  1814,  for  re>examination  and  final 
adjustment,  where  th^  were  examined  by  the  Auditor 
of  the  Treasury,  and  $2,4  H  80  of  the  suspended 
items  admitted  to  the  credit  of  James  Thomas,  lesTing 
a  balance  due  by  him  to  the  United  States  of  $130,- 
676  04.  The  principles  settled  by  the  Accountant  of 
the  War  Department  were  not  changed  by  the  admis- 
sion aforesaid.  The  accounts  were  reported  to  the 
late  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  on  the  8th  day  of 
August,  1814,  by  the  Auditor.  It  appears  that  the 
accounts  were  examined  by  the  lat^  Comptroller,  and 
that  he  did  not  alter  the  bsjance,  or  change  the  princi- 
ples settled  at  the  War  Department ;  he  was,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  prevented  from  deciding 
finally  on  the  case  by  a  protest  filed  in  his  ofiice  by 
James  Thomas  on  the  18th  of  August,  18M,  alleging, 
amongst  other  things,  that  his  accounts,  since  they 
were  rendered  to  the  Accountant  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, had  been  mutilated  and  robbed  of  documents 
and  ▼oucfaen  belonging  thereto.  The  committee  deem 
it  proper  to  state  that  this  charge  of  mutilation  and 
robbery  is  not  supported  by  any  evidence  3'et  dis- 
closed. 

On  the  6th  day  of  April,  1816,  James  Thomas  re- 
quested the  present  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to 
permit  him  to  withdraw  his  appeal,  and  to  submit  his 
case  again  to  the  present  Accountant  of  the  War  De- 
partment, together  with  evidence  not  before  rendered 
in  suppoflt  of  the  suspended  items  in  hit.  account. 
This  request  was  granted,  and  the  accounts  were  sent 
to  the  present  Accountant  of  the  War  Department  on 
the  6th  day  of  April,  1816.  James  Thomas  filed  ynA 
the  Accountant  of  the  War  Department  copies  of 
several  lettem  and  ceiiifieates,  which  are  on  the  files, 
relating  to  the  suspended  items,  and  supposed  to  con- 
tain evidence  of  a  contract  between  Michael  T.  Simp- 
son and  James  Thomas  as  to  the  flour,  and  the  prices 
thereof.  With  regard  to  these  letten  and  certificates, 
the  committee  have  sought  in  vain  ibr  the  original, 
which  are  not  now  to  be  found  in  the  public  oflioei, 
and  the  copiee  obtained  by  the  committee  are  extracts 
taken  firom  a  pamphlet  written  by  James  Thomas  in 
defonca  of  himself. 

The  Accountant  of  the  War  Department  restated 
the  account,  and  admitted  the  suspended  items,  for 
payments  made  to  Michael  T.  Simpson,  to  the  eredh 
of  James  Thomas,  on  the  following  grounds :  1st.  The 
charge  for  2,206  barrels  of  flour,  commission,  and 
transportation,  was  admitted,  because,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Accountant,  the  evidence  aforesaid  establishes  a 
contract  between  Simpeon  and  Thomas  for  the  flour  at 
a  specified  price.  2d.  The  residue  of  the  suspended 
items  are  admitted  to  the  credit  of  James  Thomas,  ex- 
cept $201  10,  charged  as  eommission,  because  it  does 
not  appear  that  Michael  T.  Simpson,  was  the  acJmow- 
ledged  agent  of  James  Thomas. 

The  foregoing  is,  in  substance,  a  correct  statement 
of  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  James  Thomas, 
and  the  principles  established  in  the  settlement.  So 
for  only  as  relates  to  the  disbursements  made  ,by  Mi- 
chael T.  Simpson*  there  are  many  accounts  settled  on 
principles  which  seem  to  the  committee  objecrionaUe, 
but  which  must  now  be  admitted.  Without  entering 
at  all  into  the  question  whether  or  not  the  copies  S[ 
letters  and  osrtificates  filed  estabhah  a  contract  between 
James  Thomas  and  Michael  T.  Simpson,  the  commit- 


immediately,  and  deposits  at  or  near  Buffido,  fionr  for 
five  thousand  troops  for  two  months,  besides  the  cur- 
rent issues;  and  Michael  T.  Simpson  immediately 
thereafter  proceeded  to  purdiase  flour  firom  the  coun- 
try people,  and  in  efiecting  the  purchase  he  repre- 
sented himself  as  the  agent  of  James  Thomas,  and 
entered  into  a  contract  in  that  character.  Said  SimjH 
son  procured,  in  the  vicinity  of  Batavia  and  Caledonia, 
about  1,600  barrels  of  flour,  at  or  near  the  average 
price  of  $9  per  barrel  at  tiiose  places,  as  it  appean 
firom  the  depositions  and  certificates  of  the  persons 
ftom  whom  it  was  obtained. 
'  On  the  12th  day  of  December,  1812,  Michael  T. 
Simpson  charges  the  United  States  $29,166  for  2,206 
barrels  of  fiour  delivered  at  Caledonia  and  Batavia, 
$728  87  commission  for  purehasing  the  same,  and 
$2,620  for  transporting  680  barrehi  of  fiour  firom  Cale- 
donia to  Bufiblo.  Between  the  12th  of  December, 
1812»  and  the  28th  of  June,  1813,  Michael  T.  Simpeon 
chaigesthe  United  States  for  a  variety  of  articles  of 
army  supplies,  amounting,  inclusive  of  the  bill  of  the 
12th  of  December,  1812,  to  the  sum  of  $61,102  16); 
and  James  Thomas  obtains  Simpson's  reoeipu  for  this 
sum  in  nine  separate  bilb  and  receipts,  which  he  ren- 
den  as  evidence  of  disbursement  maoe  by  him  on  pub- 
lie  account 

The  late  Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  to 
whom  the  accounta  were  rendered,  regarding  Michael 
T.  Simpson  as  a  citixen  of  the  country,  who  had  pos- 
sessed himself  of  the  articles  sold  to  James  Thomas 
with  his  own  funds  or  credit,  and  at  his  own  risk,  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  business,  considered  his  reoeipta 
as  good  evidence  of  disbursement.    But  it  was  dis- 
covered to  the  satis&ction  of  the  late  Accountant  of 
the  War  Department,  before  the  account  was  finally 
settled,  that  Michael  T.  Simpson  was  not  a  citizen  of 
that  part  of  the  country,  but  merely  a  wayfaring  per- 
son seeking  employment,  and  that  he  had  not  become 
possessed  of  the  property  sold  to  the  public  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  business,  or  at  his  own  risk,  but  that 
he  had  purchased  the  same  by  means  of  the  public 
funds  in  the  hands  of  James  Thomas.    It  was  also 
discovered  that  the  flour  was  charged  to  the  United 
States  at  a  rate  much  higher  thsn  ita  actual  cost. 
The  late  Accountant  of  the  War  Department  there- 
fore ordered  the  amount  of  Michael  T.  Simpson's  re- 
ceipto  (except  a  part  of  the  receipt  for  $10,610  26)  to 
be  taken  from  the  credita  of  James  Thomas,  and  sus- 
pended until  the  receipta  of  those  persons  from  whom 
the  articles  were  actually  purchased  should  be  pro- 
duced as  evidence  of  the  disbursement  as  well  as  the 
cost  of  the  articles.    This  suspension  seems  to  have 
been  made  on  the  principle  that  M.  T.  Simpson  was 
the  agent  of  J.  Thomas,  and  that  he  was  enabled  to 
make  the  purchases  aforesaid  from  the  public  funds  in 
his  hands.    After  this  decision  was  made  known,  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  James  Thomas  to  Michael  T. 
Simpson  of  the  25th  of  November,  1812,  and  Simp- 
son's answen  of  the  28th  of  November,  and  4th  of 
December,   1813,  were  filed  in  the  handwriting  of 
James  Thomas,  with  the  intention  of  establishing 
thereby  the  existence  of  a  contract  between  Michael 
T.  Simpson  and  James  Thomas  in  regard  to  the  flour 
purchased  by  said  Simpson.  Thiseridence  was  deemed 
by  the  late  Accountant  insufficient  to  authorize  a 
change  of  the  decision  made ;  and  the  account  was 
closed,  leaving  a  balance  due  to  the  United  States  by 
James  Thomas  of  $133,087  84.    From  this  decision 
James  Thomas  appealed  to  the  accounting  officers  of )  tee  will  only  say  that,  if  the  evidence'  is  considered  au- 
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thentic,  and  sufficient  to  proTe  the  existence  of  «  con- 
tract, it  is  certainly  competent  also  to  proTe  that  Mi- 
cliael  T.  Simpson  misrepresented  the  state  of  the  mar- 
ket, with  a  view  to  his  advantage  and  the  public  injury. 
But  the  committee  cannot  regard  any  contract  made 
hj  a  public  agent  charged  with  providing  supplies  fi>r 
2e  public,  however  formal,  whidi  is  Ailfilled  by  means 
of  the  public  funds  in  his  hands,  in  any  other  light 
than  as  a  badge  of  fraud.  If  such  contrasts  are  coun- 
tenanced and  drawn  into  practice,  it  must  supersede 
tike  necessity  as  well  as  the  propriety  of  rearing  any 
public  agent  to  render  receipts  (from  thoiM  persons 
who  have  the  articles  wanted  for  public  use,  procured 
by  their  induitrjr,  with  their  own  ihnds,  and  at  their 
own  risk)  te  evidence  of  price  and  payment,  because 
this  Ttle  imposes  much  lahor  on  honest  agents,  with- 
out afibrding  aiiy  barrier  Ugainst  fraud  and  dishonevty. 
^or  what  is  more  easy  of  accomplishmeiit  than  for  a 
public  agent,  inclined  to  defraud  the  pnblio,  to  enter 
into  a  formal  contract  with  a  friend  (whose  moral  feel- 
hsgs  suit  the  occasion)  to  deliver  property  suited  to  the 
public  wants,  at  a  specific  price,  exceeding  the  market 
price,  and  then,  bv  means  of  the  public  funds  in  his 
bands,  to  enable  his  friend  to  fuml  the  contract  for 
their  mutual  benefit  ?  Caaes  may  be  supposed,  and 
may  occur  in  practice,  where  contracts  made  by  a  pub- 
lic agent  to  furnish  supplies,  with  the  aid  of  the  pub- 
lic funds,  vrhich  it  is  the  agent's  duly  to  furniaht  may 
1m)  right ;  but  those  possible  oases  must  be  aooonqianied 
with  peculiar  circumstanoes,  and  on  those  circumstan- 
t^  their  justification  must  rest. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  Miohael  T.  Simpaon  pur- 
diased  the  S,805  hirrtBle  of  flour  with  the  aid  of  the 
l>ubUc  funds  in  the  hands  of  Panics  Thomas ;  and  it  is 
worthy  of  remark  that  there  is  no  conflict  betw«tti  the 
depositions  filed  by  Mr.  Porter  end  the  eopies  of  cer- 
tifiestes  Atfnishcd  bj  James  Thomas:  tbey  relate  to 
diitottt  parcels  of  fleur— the  flnt  «re  epedfio  as  to 


quttitity  and  plioey  the  latter  sM  general. 

The  oommittee,  therelbre,  oannot  but  regard  the 
piiBeiple  on  whidi  the  SMpended  item  Ibr  $33,408  67 
was  allowed  as  eironeous,  and  destruetivB  of  ail  ac- 
countability. The  prinotide  on  wUeh  the  lesidae  of 
the  suspended  items  were  allowed  seeBn  to  thtor  com- 
mittee to  be  equal^  or  more  objeetionable. 

It  is  evident  that  the  supplies  wen  purchased  by 
MMiw  of  the  puMio  i^nds  in  the  hands  of  James  Tho- 

^■laa^and  hUendfedfor  the  pnbtic  Use,  towhidi  thcfy 
i^eie  atone  suited.  Ko  man  in  the  ri^t  use  of  his 
ittftson  woiid  hnve  possessed  himseif  of  the  arttdes  in 
<ln  prosecution  of  ai^  ordinaiy  business ;  and  to  con* 

'safler  Mr.  Sfanpson  nnoonneetod  in  some  way  frith 
€km  public  dOear  is  absurd,  espedairf  after  he  bad 
thasjted  a  uonmteiitt  oil  fMM  of  ins  purtA«ses.  The 
MOBipts  of  tfaoie  peiMiM  who  were  the  original  <ywners 
nf  thvprdpert^,  ofr  whb  hate  ao^nired  it  at  theh'own 

/nftyis  Ilia  edly  good  evidenee  ef  priee  and  payment, 
wndr  is  tfao  opiaieii  of  tiieeom«iitiee,  ought,  in  all  or- 
dinary eases,  to  be  reqvfcNid  «e  evidence  of  dlsborse- 


WAenuroTeir,  April  12,  iai6. 
^ib:  neam  that  a  oonmtttos  has  boon  appmnted 
by  the  House  of  Repteaantatives  to  examine  my  ac- 
e<miiU  with  the  United  States,  in  consequenoe  of  alio- 
gations  made  by  WUUam  Shnmons,  late  Aooountant 
-5  ^^  Department,  that  fraudulent  ohatges  to  a 
oopsrteiabie  amount  had  been  made  by  ne,  and  allowed. 


under  the  ^»eeial  directions  of  the  officers  of  the  Tion* 
sury. 

As  these  accounts  had  already  been  before  a  ooaa- 
mittee  of  Congress  on  tlie  repnsentations  of  this  per- 
son, and  as  they  had  been  referred  by  that  committao 
to  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  for  settle- 
ment, and  hod  been  settled  accordingly,  I  might  lua've 
expected  that  such  allegations  would  not  have  booa 
repeated,  at  least  until  the  legal  tribniuds  of  the  coma- 
tij  had  dedded  on  my  comphdnto  for  aimilar  cahnn^ 
nies  propagated  by  huuv  with  eo  much  boldnoss  ondi 
industry,  liy  means  of  the  public  preas. 

Conscious,  however,  that  my  conduct  has  been  in 
yi  respeoto  honorable,  I  can  have  no  objeetion  to  any 
inouiry,  however  rigid ;  on  the  oontraiyt  I  am  liappf 
to  have  any  opportunity  to  bring  these  aocusations  to 
the  test  of  truth.  I  hope  the  result  win  eat  them  dsr- 
ever  at  rest;  for, so  highly  do  I  Yalue  the  good  opinion 
of  the  community,  that  even  the  consc^osness  of  fe&> 
titude  does  not  render  me  indiffisieat  to  asperskms 
which  strilw  at  my  reputetion.  I  trust,  however,  that 
the  inquiry  will  be  oomplete,  and  I  am  son  it  is  for- 
eign from  the  widi  of  any  member  of  your  hoootttble 
body  to  decide  on  a  question  wMch,  threugh  iifo^  will 
afiect  the  character  of  one  of  their  fellow-citisens,  with- 
out a  full  and  iair  investigation.  I  ask,  ther^bro,  to 
go  before  the  committed,  to  know  the  specific  est  of 
oriminali^  with  which  I  am  charged,  and  to  be  allowed 
the  means  which  justice  demands  of  substantiating  mj 
innocence. 

In  order  that  the  true  situation  in  which  I  stand 
towards  the  public,  whether  as  debtor  or  cr^ilor,  magr 
be  known,  I  ask,  further,  that  the  whole  of  my  daima 
connected  with  the  discharge  of  my  publio  dutise  mag 
be  placed  before  the  view  of  tire  committee^  these  are 
contained  in  the  letters  and  aocounto  presented  bj  me 
to  the  War  Department  in  the  months  of  December 
and  February  last.  It  will  then  be  seen  that,  so  far 
from  having  profited  by  fraud  and  imposition  on  the 
public,  I  am,  after  seven  years  of  active  military  do^, 
a  suflerer  through  arduous  and  laborious  ezertioaa  in 
the  public  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  serrattt, 

JAMES  THOMAS. 

The  Hon.  the  SrsAKsn 

of  the  Hxmu  of  R^pr$$enUUipe9, 

WAiuriiototr  GtTT,  April  IS,  4ilfl. 

Stm :  7ou  have  applied  to  the  committee  to  whom 
your  accounto  have  been  reforred  for  a  poatponement 
of  any  decision  or  report  thereon  until  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  on  the  general  ground  that  time  or  oppor- 
tunitjr  has  not  been  alforded  you  to  procure  teetimony, 
exphdnkig  audi  parte  of  your  aceoonte  as  ieem  to  he 
mysterious,  and  rebutthi^  the  eTideuCe  tendhtg  to 
charge  the  aecounte  with  unfairness  or  firaud.  That 
the  oommittee  may  hate  the  means  of  dedding  Oki  fwtt 
application,  I  am  instructed  by  tiiem  to  stete  to  yob 
the  caaes  in  your  aocounto  moat  liable  to  exc^plton, 
and  to  request  you  to  say,  in  answer,  whether  you  tin 
(if  time  be  allowed  you)  obtain  evidttioe  to  explain 
and  remove  the  mystery  in  which  the  cases  are  intoiviML 

1st  The  depositions  On  file  (which  are  nu&tbeNd 
progressiTely  from  1  to  16,  with  the  exception  of  No, 
1(^  which  is  not  with  fte  dooumente  referred  to  the 
committee,  and  Nos  13  and  13,  which  relate  to  your 
defence,)  go  to  prove  that  Midiael  T.  Simpson  pur- 
chased nearly  fifteen  hundred  barrels  of  fiour,  at  a  price 
averaging  about  $8  78  pe^  barrel;  that  thoM  pttr- 
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diMM  were  mmi»  tefett  die  ISIh  of  DvMmbti,  ISIS ; 
and  Miohael  T.  SimpMMiyiii  efleeting  Ifaoae  yurohaw, 
Mpveteatad  himielf  b«  your  ftgeiit»  »nd  purehoMd  with 
the  aid  of  the  public  money  or  credit,  and  JM4  on  hie 
own  jnonegr  or  credit,  or  at  hie  riak. 

8d.  On  the  ISth  day  of  I>eoeinber,  ISlt,  Michael  T. 
fiimpeon  rendeie  an  accoantagainei  the  tJaited  Slatee 
fyr  $32»408  87,  compoeed  of  the  following  iteme»  to 
wit:  8JM)6  barreia  of  flosr,  fSS^lfiS;  eomauefeion, 
fY2S,  87;  and  f 8,SS0  Ibr  tnneportug  880  barrdb  of 
floor  firom  Caledonia  to  Bnflalot  maJluttg  an  average 
frice  of  ^13  54  per  banal,  inchiding  eominiaaion»  and 
teckiding  the  traiuipovtatio&;  and  $4  per  barrel  for 
transportation  from  Caledonia  to  BiAloi  when  it  eip* 
«aars  by  document  No.  18  that  tnnatMrlation  waa  of- 
ftred  to  you  from  Caledonia  to  Bufialo  Ibr  any  i|a8Qtity 
of  flour  at  $2  per  barrel. 

8d.  Yoohave  introduced  cepieaof  latteia  paypwtfaig 
ia  hare  been  iniCten  by  Midoei  T.  8lui|Non  to  yon, 
and  dated  the  88th  of  November,  the  4th,  the  7«h,  and 
18th  of  December,  1812,  and  your  amwar  of  the  6th  of 
Deeembar«  1813,  ae  evidence  of  a  contract  with  Mr. 
Simpeon.  The  original  letters  are  notwith  the  papers 
referred  to  the  committee,  who  have  been  unable  to  ob- 
tain them  from  the  War  or  Treasury  Department 
iTbe  copies  of  the  leUers  of  the  28th  of  November  and 
4th  of  DeOtomber,  1812,  are  in  your  handwriting :  can 
4he  afigiilal  letters  be  produced  ? 

4th.  Michael  T.  Simpson  purchased  other  aiticlev, 
to  wit,  corki,  hay,  oats,  dec,  amoimting,-inclosiYe  of 
hie  flour  account,  to  961,192;  and  it  is  alleged,  but 
sot  yet  in  prooi^  that  one  of  the  articles,  to  wit,  the 
eotn,  was  purchased  by  him  §x  much  less  than  the 
^prices  charged  by  him. 

5th.  You  have  produced  two  recemts  from  Daniel 
Itowry,  one  ftrr  $d09  60,  dated  6 A  of  December,  1812, 
and  one  for  $382  20,  dated  the  20th  of  December, 
1812;  and  it  appears,  by  reference  to  the  settlement 
made  by  thewagonmasterof  Oen«ral  Tannehill's  brig- 
ade of  rennsylvania  militia,  that  Daniel  Mowiy  was 
attached  to  the  said  brigade  as  a  teamster,  and  was 
paid  by  the  public  at  the  rate  of  $4  per  day  up  to  the 
20tfa  ef  Decembev,  18ia;  aad  fi«m  a  letter  wntten  by 
Oanaral  Tannahiil,  and  addresaed  to  the  lata  Aeooiint<- 
ant  af  the  War  Department,  the  correetnass  af  the 
whole  triaeagtion  may  ba  questioned. 

8th<  YMi  dwcga  the  United  Stetes  with  $276,  paid 
to  Michael  T.  Simpson  Ibr  the  hire  of  three  large  wag> 
one  from  the  8th  to  die  Slat  df  March,  both  days  indu- 
'^a,  and  $216,  as  paid  to  siid  Simpson  Ibr  the  Mm  of 
tUlrae  large  teams  from  the  let  to  the  I8th  of  April, 
1811,  both  daya^llifllMi««;  aa&d  l^Morgai  Lewis's  let- 
tat  to  you  of  the  2d  of  March,  1813,  in  answer  to  a  let- 
<lvr  tftiknowledged  to  have  been  receiTcd  from  you  of 
:||n  ttttfa  of  the  preceding  month,  it  appears  that  the 
aatta'toaam  ware  juirohaeed  bfyou  at  $1,715,  in  Feb- 
-naiy,  1813,  from  iMichaal  T.  Siapeen. 

7th.  in  the  settlemant  of  year  acdaanta,y<Mi  pn>- 
taated  against  the  late  Cin^traUer  «f  the  Tra«uiy 
proceeding  to  a  decision  on  your  accounts,  because,  as' 
you  state  in  your  protest,  your  ^pors  are  irregularly 
xendered,  were  mutilated,  and  roblMd  of  part  of  the' 
documents.  This  charge  made  by  jca.  is  not  supported 
by  evidence,  or  accompanied  by  any  specification  of  the 
documents  alleged  to  have  been  mutilated  or  taken 
away. 

You  will  say  whether  or  not  a  postponement  to  the : 
next  session  of  Congress  will  enable  you  to  introduce 
efidenoe  ej^laining  thasa  points,  and  apaoifr  what  oTi-^ 


de«a  y«a  ezpeet  to  ba  able  to  procure  in  ezplanatian 
of  each  paint.    Your  mast  obadient  aertant, 

SAMUEL  XfoKBB. 
J^Mie  TaaiiAB,  Esq. 

WAARivaTOJT,  April  17, 1816. 

Sin :  In  answer  to  vour  letter  of  the  15th  instant, 
I  have  to  atate  to  you  that  i^  from  the  partial  testimany 
which  may  be  before  the  committee,  or  from  the  mia* 
representations  of  those  who  are  interested  in  calum- 
niating me,  the  transactions  to  which  you  have  teferiad 
should  be  involved  in  any  mystery,  I  can  produee 
abundant  -evidence  to  Tomova  it.  But,  aa  aU  my  pnpcn 
relating  to  those  transactions  are  now  in  the  Diatnct  af 
M^e,  (the  place  of  my  reaidensa,)  whither  they  waia 
aent  on  the  final  adjustment  of  my  accounts  wiUi  the 
GoTomment,  and  as  it  may  be  neeeseafy  to  call  par- 
sons who  were  on  the  spot  and  acquainted  with  the 
fricts  totgive  information  on  such  pmnts  as  may  appear 
doubtful,  it  is  impossible  that  a  full  investigation  can 
be  had  during  the  present  session  of  Congress.  I  pledge 
myself,  however,  if  time  and  opportunity  be  allowed 
me,  to  disproTO  ood^>Ietely  every  charge  of  fraud  or 
un&imess  which  may  be  alleged  or  insinuated  against 
me. 

W*itfi  raipeet  to  the  original  letters  for  which  you 
inquire,!  have  to  inform  you  that  I  can  prove  Ifaem  to 
haw  bean  exhibited  at  the  offices  of  the  Accountant 
of  the  War  Department  and  the  ComptroU^.of  the 
Treasury.  Indeed,  no  copiee  were  produced  by  me,  of 
which  the  originabi  were  not  also  exhibited.  Bu^  if 
the  originals  in  question  cannot  now  be  found,  I  eon 
plo«ta  aeiislBCtoHly  Uie  correctness  of  the  copies.  On 
this  ojnaeion,  it  may  be  proper  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  fadt,  that,  mnoe  the  calumnies  against  me  have 
been  abroad,  my  accnsan  and  ethen  interaelad  have 
had  aeaeas  le  aU  Ihe  papcca  relatiag  to  my  aoeaunts, 
dec.,  in  the  Bagiiter'eaaoa. 

Tho  aaanflaint  to  wfaiah  you  ailade,  m^  having  baah 
made  by  ma  ti>  the  lata  ComptMllar  of  tfaa  Trmsaty, 
of  the  ffiatilatUMi  of  my^aeoonnts,  I  oan  aubritao^ta. 

Your  letter  oontaiiis^  I  pnanm^  aU  the  iubjeats'on 
whioh  the  comiaittee  cequiea  any  evidence  or  axpla- 
naition.  But,  aa  Mr.  Btrnmons  has  andaaaoiad'  ta  giea 
the  impression  that  his  decision  on  my  aoooante  waa 
aanotioaed  by  the  Treaauiy,  I  do  moot  aneqwiaeally 
deny  th«t  my  aeeounts  were^  aa  he  aaseats,  aver  finallg 
eettlad  >y  the  iata  oOeen  of  the  Traeaniy  an  .any 
appeal  fiiam  me,  or  that  an(f  balAnea  waa  atruok  iff^inat 
ma  by  them*  On  the  eontraiy^  my  aeooiints'remaimd 
o^n»  in  conaeqgenea  of  the  auapansiona  mada 'by  Mt. 
Suimons,  until  they  ware  finaUj  aattlad  by  Iob  sm- 
oeanr,  whose  deeision  was  caafisBad  hy  the  Oainp- 
tffoUer. 

1  have  akaadrtald  yau  that,  whtfn  I  fleet  beard  of 
the  appomtmeatof  yttUT  oommittae,Iwaaat  PSttsbvig, 
on  my  way  from  the  Lakes  to  this  city,  on  bmnnoaa 
conneoted  with  the  contract  in  which  I  waa  emi««d 
arilh  the  Gavemmant  for  anbawthig  the  tiaape,  ^bb,  ift 
the  Michigan  eoantryr  and  whidi  Teqoires  mj  apeady 
returifti  Since  my  arrival,  I  have  fost  no  time  in  pia- 
eenting  myself  before  yon,  and  making  such  rapreaant- 
ations  as  appeared  necessary.  And  it  remaina  fortibe 
a»mmittee  to  determine  whether  they  will-  pvaceed  at 
onoe  in  the  inquiiy  with  the  imperfoet  evidenoa  whidt 
can  now  be  had,  «r  will  defer  it  vmtil  aH  the  tettaDeay 
which  the  eaae  admits  nay  be  laid  before  them. 

I  am>  iiti  yMr  obadieat  aeirvaat, 

JAMES  tHOMAS. 
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April,  1816. 


WASBIVeTOH  CiTT,  JpfU  16, 1616. 

Sim :  Your  letter  of  the  17th  iattant  was  this  mom* 
ing  laid  before  the  committee  to  whom  jour  aocounts 
have  been  referred,  and  I  am  inetmeted  by  tiie  oom- 
mitteeto  request  you  to  inform  the  committee  whether 
or  not  you  haye  any  papers  or  other  evidence  relating 
to  the  points  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  15th  instant 
•which  has  not  been  produced  to  the  War  or  Treasury 
Department,  and,  if  you  have,  then  I  have  to  request 
yon  to  state  spedficaUy  what  that  evidence  is. 

From  your  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  15th  instant, 
you  pledge  yourself  to  prove  the  mutilation  of  your 
accounts,  ana  the  robbery  committed  on  them  in  part, 
as  stated  in  your  protest  filed  with  the  late  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury.  Yon  also  state  that  the  original 
letters  which  passed  between  you  and  Michad  T. 
Simpson  were  filed  with  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
War  and  Treasury  Department  As  the  evidence 
relating  to  these  points  must  be  in  the  city,  the  com- 
mittee will  hear  any  testimony  you  may  think  proper 
to  introduce  to  them  this  evening  at  six  o'clock,  in  their 
committee  room,  where  you  will  attend. 

Your  most  obedient, 

SAMUEL  McKEE. 

N.  B.  Will  you  return  to  me  the  original  letter  to 
joa  of  the  15th  instant,  and  this  letter  also,  as  I  have 
not  time  to  copy  them  ? 

8*  McKEE* 

Jaxzs  TnoxASy  Esq, 


MUerrogaioria  staled  to  JanuM  Thonuu  by  the  earn- 
mittee  to  wham  hie  aeeeunte  wen  rrferred,  on  ki» 
i^Ueatienfor  a  poetponement  of  a  aeemon  by  the 
eomfnittee  to  the  next  eeeeion  of  Vongrete. 

Question  1.  If  time  is  allowed  you,  do  you  believe 
yoo  can  show  that  the  2,806  barms  of  flour  deKveied 
to  yon  by  Michael  T.  dtmpeon  at  Caledonia  and  Ba- 
tavia  did  actually  cost  said  Simpson,  delivered  at  the 
places  afinresaid,  more  than  1^6  76  per  barrel,  and  that 
the  cost  to  Simpson  was  near  or  about  the  prices 
charged  by  said  Simpson ;  and  do  you  expect  to  es- 
taUisn  the  Acts  aforesaid  by  the  veceipts  or  testimony 
of  the  persons  from  whom  Simpson  made  the  purchase 
of  the  flour  1 

Answer  by  James  Thomas.  I  expect  to  show  that 
much  of  it  was  delivered  at  Caledonia  and  Batavia  to 
ne^  by  Michael  T.  Simpson,  at  or  near  the  price  which 
it  cost  him  delivered  at  Caledonia  and  Batavia;  and  I 
expect  to  prove  these  facts  by  the  testimony  of  persons 
from  whom  said  Simpson  piurehased  the  flour,  and  that 
the  transaction  was  a  fiac  one. 

Question  3.  Can  you  show  that  the  rate  of  9^  per 
barrel,  charged  for  transporting  680  barrels  of  flour 
flpom  Caledonia  to  BuflUo,  was  not  higher  than  the 
usual  price  at  the  time  it  was  efiected  1 

Answer.  lean. 

Question  6.  Can  yon  show  that  the  teams  purchased 
from  Michael  T.  Simpson  were  actually  and  bona  fide 
purchased  by  you  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  1813,  and 
not  on  the  24th  of  February,  as  it  would  seem  they 
were  by  the  letter  of  Morgan  Lewis  of  the  3d  of 
March,  1613 1 

Answer.  I  can  show  that  the  teams  were  actually 
and  bona  fide  purchased  on  the  19th  of  April,  1613, 
and  not  before  that  time,  when  I  paid  for  them. 

Question  4.  Can  you  make  it  appear  that  the  ac- 
count rendered  by  Michael  T.  Simpson  for  hay,  oats, 
com^  and  other  articles  delivered  to  you,  cost  him  the 


prices  whidi  he  charges  the  United  States  for  the  same; 
and  whieh  is  paid  by  you ;  and  that  the  prices  of  the 
said  articles,  at  the  time  of  their  deliveiy  to  yon,  were 
reasonable  ? 

Answer.  I  can  make  it  appear  diat  the  arCkiee 
mentioned  were  delivered  at  or  near  the  cost  to  said 
Simpson,  and  that  the  prices  charged  for  them  were 
reasonable. 

Question  5.  C^n  you  account  for  the  public  prop- 
erty so  purchased  and  paid  for  t 

Answer.  I  can,  with  correctness  and  ease. 

Question  6.  Can  you  make  it  appear  that  the  money 
receipted  for  by  Daniel  Mowry,  was  aetusJOy  paid  to 
him  for  services  performed  by  him  t 

Answer.  I  can  mdce  it  appear  that  I  employed  teams 
of  Philh)  and  Daniel  Movny  to  transport  the  flour  men* 
tioned  in  the  receipt,  and  that  the  service  was  pei^ 
formed ;  and  the  receipt  is  itself  the  evidence  of  pay* 
ment  And  with  regard  to  Mowiy's  receiving  p^  aft 
the  same  time  from  the  United  States,  I  can  only  say 
I  knew  nothing  of  the  fiict 

JAMES  THOMAa 

WAsnvoTOir,  ApiriX  20,  1616. 

R^uieition  for  twehepieees  of  mueUn  and  ten  gat" 
lone  of  brandy  for  the  aue  of  the  general  hoepUoL 

12  pieces  muslin.  (Duplicate.) 

10  gallons  brandy. 

OavimAi  HospiTAi,  BuftuxoTes,  Vt., 

S^ptemher,\\y\%U. 
Sim :  The  sick  and  wounded  are  houriy  coming  in 
from  Plattsburg,  and  I  am  destitute  of  bandages  to  dress 
their  wounds,  and  of  funds  to  purchaae.  Althou^ 
this  request  may  be  out  of  the  ordinaiy  course  of  tfh 
plicataon,  yon  would  render  an  indispensable  service  by 
furnishing  the  above  articles. 

HENRY  HUNTT, 

Hospital  Surgeon. 
Col.  Jaxss  Tboxjls, 

Quartermaster  General. 

Bvnuxoroir,  Yt.,  Sipt.  1%  1614. 

Received  the  within  twelve  pieces  of  muslin  and  ten 
gallons  of  brandy,  for  the  use  of  general  hospital. 

HENRY  HDNTT, 

Hospital  Surgeon. 

The  United  States,  to  Nathan  B.  HaswelL  Dm. 

1814.  For  10  pieces  India  cotton,  at  $5  •# 50  00 
For  2  pieces  India  oottMi,  at  ^*  -  12  00 
For  10  gallons  Cognac  brandy,  at  f  8  -    30  00 

f  92  00 


BemuxoToir,  Sept.  10, 1614. 
Received  of  James  Thomss,  Colonel  and  Quarter- 
master GMieral,  ninety-two  dollan,  in  full  fov  ^e 
above  account,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts  therefor. 

SPECIE  PAYMENTS. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  providing  for  the 
more  effectual  collection  of  the  public  revenues 
in  the  lawful  money  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Calhoon  withdrew  the  amendment  which 
he  proposed  to  the  bill  for  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes. 

Mr.  Bbabburt  then  offered  the  following  pro- 
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Tiro,  to  come  in  tt  the  end  of  the  first  sect  ion ; 
which  was  adopted  by  the  House  by  •  large 
majorty : 

**  Protnded,  nevertheUaSt  That  nothing  in  this  act 
contained  riiall  be  constrned  as  an  indemnity  or  justi- 
fication to  any  officer  or  agent  of  the  GoTemment,  for 
any  negligence  or  misconduct  in  the  past  or  future 
collections  and  receipts  of  public  moneys." 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Ward,  of 
Massacbusels.  further  to  amend  the  same,  by  in- 
serting the  following  section : 

'*  A$id  be  it  further  enacttdt  That  in  all  cases  in 
which  the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  in  any  section 
thereof,  shall  be  received  in  the  bills  of  any  State, 
which  bills  at  the  time  of  receiving  them  are  of  less 
value  than  their  nominal  sum  in  Treasury  notes,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  officer  who  receives  said  bilis 
to  require  the  person  who  pays  the  same,  to  make  a 
discount  thereon,  equal  to  such  difference  in  value ; 
and  it  diall  be  the  duty  of  such  officer  to  render  his  ac- 
count under  oath,  as  to  the  amount  of  such  disoount" 

This  section,  after  much  discussion,  was  re- 
jected by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  10,  nays  100,  as 
follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Hale,  Hanson,  King  of  North  Car(^ 
Una,  Marsh,  Mason,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Noyes, 
Steams,  Strong,  and  Ward  of  Massachusetts. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Adier- 
ton,  Baer,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Betts,  Brad- 
bury, Breckenridge,  Brooksy  Bryan,  Cady,  Caldwell, 
Calhoi^i,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Clayton,  Clendennin,  Clop- 
Ion,  Condkt,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crocheron, 
Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Bavenport,  Deaha, 
Edwards,  Forney,  Gaston,  Glasgow,  Goldsborough, 
Giiffin,  Grotvenor,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Heia- 
ter,  H«iidefaen,Herb«t,Huger,  Hnngerlbrd,  Ingham, 
Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent, 
Langdon,  Law,  Lewi%  Love,  Lovett,  Lumnkin,  Lyle, 
Ltoo,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Milnor, 
^Mseley,  MuiihM,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parris, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Randolph.  Reed,  Roane, 
Robertson,  Root,  Buggies,  Savage,  Sdienck,  Shefiey, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Stuart,  Taylor  of  South 
Carolina,  Telfair,  Throop,  Tucker,  Vose,  Wallace, 
Ward  of  New  York,  Whiteside,  Wilcox,  Wilkin, 
Williams,  WiUoughby,  Thomas  Wilson,  WUUam  Wil- 
son.  Woodward,  Wright,  and  Yates. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Mason,  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  said  bill  by  inserting  therein 
the  following  section : 

^'And  he  it  farther  enacted.  That,  to  estoUish  uni- 
formity in  the  payment  of  duties  and  taxes  within  the 
United  SUtes,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
forthwith  cause  to  be  published,  in  one  or  more  news- 
papers in  each  State  and  Territory,  a  list  of  all  the 
hanks  within  the  United  States,  the  notes  of  whidi 
are  thereafter  to  be  received  in  their  respective  distoicts 
in  payment  of  duties,  taxes,  and  other  debts  due  to  the 
United  States ;  and  any  debtor  of  the  United  States 
may,  until  the  said  91st  day  of  December  next,  at  his 
election,  pay  the  amount  of  any  duties,  taxes,  or  other 
debts  due  and  payable  to  the  (Jnited  States  in  Trea- 
sury notes,  or  in  the  notes  of  any  of  the  said  buika 
until  notice  shall  be  given  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment that  such  notes  are  not  received  in  diMharge  of 
any  debts  due  to  the  United  States  within  the  districts 
where  aaehbanke  are  respeetivilysitnated:  Frmddedi 


nevertkekeif  That  no  collector,  or  other  officer  or  re- 
ceiver of  moneys  due  to  the  United  States,  shall  re- 
ceive, in  payment  of  any  duty,  tax,  bond,  obligation, 
or  otlier  demand,  which,  aocor^g  to  the  terms  there- 
ot,  or  the  provisions  of  law,  shall  not  be  due  and  pay- 
able heibre  the  said  31st  day  of  December  next^  the 
notes  of  any  bank  or  banker  which,  at  the  time  of  sodi 
payment,  shall  not  be  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in 
current  gold  and  silver  coin.'' 

And  the  question  thereon  bein{r  taken,  it  waa 
determined  m  the  negative — yeas  32,  nays  88,  as 
followa : 

Ybas — Messrs*  Atherton,  Boss,  Breckenridge,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Cady,  Chipman,  Cilley,  Culpeper,  Forney,  Gas- 
ton, Hale,  Jewett,  Langdon,  Lyon,  Marsh,  Mason, 
Murfree,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Noyes,  Parris,  Pick- 
ering, Pitkin,  Reed,  Root,  Raggles,  Steams^  Strong, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  and  Wilcox. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Baer, 
Barbour,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Bennett,  BetU,  Brad- 
bury, Brooks,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Clayton, 
Clendennin,  Ctopton,  Coojper,  Crawford,  Creifl^ton, 
Crocheron,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Davenport,  Desha, 
Edwards,  Ck>ldsborough,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hahn, 
Hall,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Heister,  Henderson,  Herbert, 
Huger,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Ken^ 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis,  Love,  Lovett, 
Lumpkin,  Lyle,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tuckj,  Middieton,  Mihior,  Moeeley,  Nelson  of  Virgi- 
nia, Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  PoweD, 
Randolph,  Reynolds,  Roane,  Robertson,  Savage, 
Schenck,  Shaqw,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard, 
Stuart,  Sturges,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telftir, 
Throop,  Tucker,  Wallace,  Ward  of  New  York,  White- 
side, Wilkin,  Williams,  Willooghby,  Thomas  Wilson, 
WUUam  Wilson,  Woodward,  Wright,  and  Yates. 

A  motion  waa  then  made,  by  Mr.  Hardin,  that 
the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely ;  which, 
after  a  good  deal  of  debate,  was  determmed  in  the 
negative— yeas  44,  nays  64,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Measis.  Adgate,  Ardier,  Baer,  Bennett, 
Betts,  Brooks,  Clayton,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Crawford, 
Crocheron,  Culpeper,  Darlington,  •  Forney,  Gaston, 
Hahn,  Hardin,  Irwin  of  Pennsylvania,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Lyle,  Lyon,Maaon,  Milnor,  Murfree,  Newton, 
Randolph,  Roane,  Root,  Savage,  Sheflby,  Smith  of 
Mar^and,  Southard,  Throop,  Wallace,  Ward  of  Maspap 
chusetts,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  WiUiams,  Willoughby, 
WiUiam  Wilson,  Wright,  and  Yates. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Atherton,  Barbour,  Bas- 
sett, Bateman,  Boss,  Bradbury,  Bryan,  Cady,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Champion,  Chipman,  Cilley,  Clenden- 
nin, Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Desha,  Bdwaras,  Griffin, 
Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Heister,  Huger,  Hungerford, 
Ingham,  Jewett,  Johnson,- of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,**  Ken^  King  of  North  Carolina,  Langdon, 
Love,  Lumpkin,  Marsh,  Mayrant,  McCoy,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Middieton,  Moseley,  Nelson  of  Massachu- 
setts, Ormsby,  Parris,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasants, 
Reed,  Reynold%  Robertson,  Ruggles^Schenek,  Sharps, 
Strong,  Sturges,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  TeUair, 
Tucker,  Vose,  Ward  of  New  York,  Webster,  Wilcox, 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  Woodward. 

Mr.  Hall  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.-*Rejected. 

Mr.  Rbtholds  then  mored  that  the  House 
reconsider  their  TOte  whicli  adopted  the  amend- 
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ttaat  propoMd  by  Mr.  BsADBVRT.-^Rcjveted  by 
a  larfe  majority. 

Mr.  Inasum  tttax  moTed  fufther  to  amend  the 
■aid  bHl,  by  striking  oat  ^  Slst  day  of  December 
Best,''  and  to  insert  **  Stet  day  of  January  next/' 
as  t»e  time  after  whieb  the  payment  of  duties, 
tases,  debts,  fto.,  owing  to  the  United  States 
will  be  demanded  in  specie  made  current  by  Kaw, 
or  In  Treasury  notes.  The  amendment  was  nega- 
tived without  a  division. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  en^OMingthe 
bill  for  a  third  reading,  and  was  decided  as  fol- 
lows:   For  eagrosstag  57,  agaiast  46. 


T^vtmwirf  Aprit  26. 

Mr.  Root,  from  the  committee  api»oioted  on 
the  19th  of  January  last,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
topper  and  small  stiver  eoin  of  the  United  States, 
aaade  a  re|K»rt ;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolu- 
lion  therem  contained  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House,  as  follows :  «^ 

Seiahfedt  That  it  Is  inexpedient  to  lednoe  the  weight 
or  fineness  of  the  copper  and  small  silrer  coins  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Eaotoii,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  ceferred  on  the  1st  instant,  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri, 
reiatEdg  to  Indian  trade,  made  a  report  thereon ; 
whioh  was 'read,  and  oidered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  amendteent  proposed  by  tho  Senate  to  the 
bill "  making  aj^ropriatioos  ror  fb^  support  of 
the  Military  Sstabltshotient  of  the  United  States 
Ibr  the  year  IBIS,**  was  read,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  -the  whole  House  to*day. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  ^  authoriariiig  the  payment  for  the  court- 
house of  Hamilton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,''  was 
read,  and  eoneuired  in  by  the  House. 

The  am«idmenf  propoaed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bili  ^'for  the  relief  of  the  supervisors  of  the 
euttoty  of  Clinton,  in  the  Stale  of  New  York,*' 
-was  read,  and  eonevrrad  in  b]r  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
thai  the  Senate  have  passed  btlis  ^m  this  House 
of  ^  following  titles,  to  wit: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Ross,  and 
Samuel  Breck,  surviving  executors  of  John  Ross, 
jieeeased ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Manasseh  Minor ; 

An  act  to  fix  the  commissions  of  the  coUectora 
of  the  direct  tax  and  lutes oal  duties,  and  to  re-' 
vive  jajid  continue  in  ibroe  **An  act  further  to 
jprovide  for  the  coUeatiou  of  dutiae  on  imports 
and  tooaaffe ;" 

Aa  not  lor  the  relief  of  Paul  D.  Butlec; 

An  act  ibr  the  Yolief  of  ThooEias  i^urcar.  WtU 
liam  Young,  William  Moselcy,  and  wiUiaai 
IsMoh; 

An.  ant  for  the  relief  of  Ohaiiee  EiOieiiix  Tra- 
deau;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William^  Crawford, 
Frederick  Bates,  and  William  Qarrard ;  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the  eottcnrrence 
of  this  House. 


The  amendmenu  proposed  by  the  Seaala  lo 
the  bills,  entitled. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  RosB|  and 
Samuel  Breck,  surviving  executors  of  John  Ross, 
deceased ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Levaux  Tra- 
deaa; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Farrar^,  Wil- 
liam Young,  William  Moeeley,  and  William 
Leach ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Paul  D.  Butler ; 

An  act  to  fix  the  commissions  of  the  collectors 
of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  and  to  re- 
vive and  continue  in  fbree  an  act  further  to  pro- 
vide for  the  collection  of  duties  on  Imports  and 
tonnage.;  were  read,  and  severaHy  concurred  ia 
by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Crawford,  Fred- 
erick Bates,  and  WiUiam  Qarrard,^  were  read, 
and  oommilted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Manasseh 
Minor,''  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

9PBOIB  PAmBirrs. 

The  ettaproased  bill  providing  for  the  more  ef- 
fectual ccIUction  of  the  public  revenues  in  the 
lawful  monef  of  the  country,  was  tead  the  tbtsd 
tima,  and  the  queatioa  afaied,  *^Bhail  the  Ml 
pami" 

Mt.  WatOBT  roee  and  spoke  as  followa:  Mr. 
Speaker^  befoee  this  bill  staU  bepotoa  its  pas- 
sage,ano  placed  bey-oad  the  reach  o/the  real  guar- 
dians -of  the  people,  I  must  elaim  the  indulgence 
of  tbe  House  woHo  I  do  ietett  and  expose  its 
dfrefol  operation  and  efieet  on  rhe  American  peo- 
ple— that  people  who  have  so  lately  crowned 
themselves  with  laurels  and  covered  the  nation 
with  .glory.  Sir,  I  will  show  that  it  is  fraught 
with  partialicy,  with  ingratitude,  with  injusuee. 
and  with  cruelty  ;  and,  if  passed  into  a  Law,  aaa 
attempted  to  be  enforced,  may  lead  lo  the  most 
serious  and  dangerous  conseq,uences.  Sic,  it  was 
but  a  short  time  ago  when  this  nation  was  co- 
erced into  a  bloody  foreign  war  to  avenge  her 
wrongs,  and  contemporaneously  threatened  with 
a  serious  domestic  insurrection,  having  for  its  ob- 
ject die  severaiHse  of  this  Union ;  when  the  pat- 
riotism of  every  American  was  in  re^fuisitron ; 
and  when  the  tmnks  were  invoked  by  their  patri- 
otism to  lend  their  money  (the  sinews  of  war) 
to  sava  the  sinking  credit  of  their  bleeding  coun- 
try. And,  sir,  can  we  ever  efface  from  reooUec- 
tion  the  promotitude  with  which  the  friendly 
banks  •advaaceo  their  moneys  on  loan  to  the  aa- 
tion,  ao  as  to  greatly  afflict  and  derange  their  own 
concerns  I  whereby  the  sinews  of  war  were  sop- 
plied,  the  droopir^  spirits  of  an  exhausted  Tceat- 
ury  raised,  a  patriot  Aamy  and  Navy  £ed  aad 
clothed,  aad  a  gloeiaus  war  hrougiit  to  a  ghnioas 
coueluaiaa  by  the  isstrtuneatallty  of  thesefrieod- 
ly  baoks  aad  the  uoble  caertioasiif  the  AaieriasQ 
people.    Nor,  sir,  can  we  forget  the  eomloct  df 
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th«  Opposition  in  tha  Btst  to  prevent  tiie  Btstern 
bftiiks  from  leading  their  raooey,  nor  its  elQfect. 
And  nithoagh,  eir,  it  ie  an  Qi>qttestioBaMe  fact 
tbat  in  the  proportion  tbat  these  friendly  hanks 
extended  their  loans  to  the  natiao.  in  the  iaibe 
ratio  they  paralyzed  their  own  ineans  to  resume 
specie  payments,  and  to  the  same  ratio  they  are 
now  to  be  sacrineed  on  the  altar  of  in^titude; 
while  the  Bastern  hanks  wkhhekl  their  money 
fk-em  tba  nation,  and  retained  all  their  means  to 
continue  or  resume  specie  payments,  and  whose 
fnends  on  this  ioor  are  now  goading  the  Adt»ta- 
isisation  on  thiasuhjeet^nd  e«d«avorin|;  to  wtask 
their  venaeance  (hv  the  passage  of  this  hill)  on 
the  friendly  hanks  for  saring  the  sinking  credit  of 
the  natioa,  which  the  Bastern  hanks,  hy  with* 
holding  their  loans  endeavored  to  destroy. 

Sir,  do  aoc  we  discover  the  hand  and  spirit  of 
peraeantioB  in  this  baslnass  ?  And  eaa  we  he  at 
a  loss,  wiih  this  evidence  before  oor  eyes,  to  dts* 
cover  tl»e  cause  7  or  so  fir  loll  to  sleep  our  patri- 
otism and  magnanimity  as  to  become  aeetHnplices 
ia  the  fell  aad  unkind  stroke  meditated  at  these 
frieadiv  hanks  1 

B%u  I  cannot,  in  justice  to  the  hanks  of  Marr- 
laad,  witbhfidd  the  prideftil  remark  that  her  banks 
advanced  more  money  to  the  United  States  than 
the  baiikB  of  any  other  State  In  the  Union;  nor 
caa  withhotd  my  utmost  exertions  to  protect  these 
banks  from  the  injury  whieh  the  adoption  of  this 
bill  will  inevitably  impose* 

Sit,  that  this  bill  is  rraoght  with  partiality  can 
aay  maa  hesitate  for  a  moment  to  affirm,  when 
he  obeerves  the  different  bearing  it  will  have  on 
the  banks  that4id,  and  did  not,  loan  their  money, 
to  reittmt specie  payments;  aad  when  the  fhct  is 
oat  only  well  known,  but  admitted,  that,  in  the 
ratio  of  their  loans^  their  nawers  to  resume  spe- 
cie payments  are  arrested  7  I  have  also  charged 
this  bill  with  being  fraught  with  ingratitude.  Sir, 
Dre  all  recollect  the  glow  of  approbation  wliich 
ftlM  the  patriot's  bosom  at  the  time  of  these 
loans.  The  awfnl  crisis  was  averted  by  the  loans 
aseribed  to  the  patriotism  of  these  banks,  ^Hitch 
a  traitaroas  Bastefo  pen  endeavored  in  vain  to 
arrest,  and  that  gloom  that  the  exhausted  state  of 
the  Treasury  imposed  on  patriots  was  entirely 
dtapelkd.  And  eaa  an  American  friendly  to  the 
liberties  of  his  country  asy  that  to  join  the  Bast^ 
em  perseeutton  of  these  friaodty  banks  in  the  pas- 
sage «f  this  bill  wottld  net  be  the  blackest  ingrali^ 
tode  to  those  bankaf  Bat,  however  Republtcs 
may  have  beam  famed  for  iagratitode,  I  trast  the 
Amev icaa  Biapiiblie  will  not,  on  this  occasion, 
soAr  the  foul  stain  to  pollate  her  fair  fame.  1 
bsva  tfaras  shown  that  this  bill,  as  it  related  to  the 
banks,  was  partial  and  ungrateful.  I  will  now 
show,  tbat,  as  it  relates^  both  to  the  hanks  and  the 
people,  that  this  bill  is  both  unjust  and  cruel. 

Sir,  it  is  a  fact  of  record  that  these  friendly 
banks  were  obliged  to  suspend  specie  payments 
to  avoid  the  whole  specie  of  the  country  being 
drained  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  whose 
agents  were  everywhere  to  be  found  ooeufiied  in 
that  business;  and  that,  however  perilous  it  was 
to  the  credit  of  these  institattonsi  naecsaity,  glow- 


ing out  of  the  war,  beyond  their  control,  com* 
puled  the  directors  of  those  banks  to  the  measure, 
whieh  was  not  only  approved  by  every  patriot  in 
America,  but  by  the  Government  itself.  Kor  were 
the  BUstern  banks,  who  did  not  suspend  specie 
payments,  freed  from  the  suspicion  of  being  ac- 
tuated by  motives  the  very  reverse  of  thoee  which 
iadficed  the  friendly  banks  to  suspend  specie  pay^ 
meats.  Sir,  from  the  moment  the  banks  suspend* 
ed  specie  payments  there  srasa  general  underw 
standing  that  in  ail  the  moneyed  transactions  of 
this  country,  the  bank  paper  was  to  be  paid  aad 
received  in  fulfilment  of  the  ccntraets,  altlioogh 
it  was  well  known  that  specie  would  not  be  piUd 
on  demand,  agreeably  to  the  express  tenor  of  the 
notes,  aad  there  was  a  certainty  that  a  depreeifr- 
tion  would  ensue.  The  contracts  of  the  citizena 
arcre  made  and  executed  understandingly  ia  this 
paper,  by  universal  consent,  and  the  price  of  the 
article  bought  and  sold  was  knomiogly  and  in- 
tentionally valued  by  this  new  standard^  so  thai 
let  the  positive  letter  of  the  law  be  even  admitted 
to  compel  the  payment  of  specie  as  the  only  cur* 
rent  money,  yet,  where  by  universal  consent  its 
circulation  was  suspended,  that  could  not  be  the 
case,  CoKoeniia  mncU  Ugu.  **  The  agreement  iHt 
the  party  makes  the  law ;"  and  it  would  be  «a- 
just  to  compel  a  man  whose  agreement  was  made 
after  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  aad  wtlh 
an  understanding  that  it  was  to  be  paid  in  batik 
paper,  to  compel  the  paymeat  in  specie. 

Sir,  it  is  a  lact  tha^from  the  well  known  small 
qtiantity  of  specie  in  circulation  in  this  ceuntry, 
it  is  impossible  for  the  banks  to  assume  the  pay- 
ment at  this  time ;  and  every  commercial  man 
knows,  thatj  while  the  balance  of  trade  is  against 
us,  the  specie  of  foreign  countries  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  return  to  America.  If,  then,  from  the 
small  quantity  of  specie  in  this  country,  and  the 
state  of  our  commerce,  it  is  impossible  to  resume 
the  paymeat  of  specie  for  the  necessary  quantify 
of  circulating  medium  for  the  purposes  of  ^ 
jKCtion,  h  ask,  would  it  not  be  as  farcical  to  at* 
tempt  to  coerce  h,  as  it  would  be  to  demand  of  a 
farrier  to  extract  a  certain  quantity  of  bleed  from 
a  dead  horse,  when  all  his  blood  was  coi»gealed 
in  his  veinii.?  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  I  record 
the  fact,  that  there  is  now  in  the  hatids  of  the 
people  upwards  of  fifty  millions  of  bank  paper,' 
and  that  the  tery  paper  that  was  loaned  by  the 
banks  to  the  Qovemment,  and  by  the  Gievemraent 
paid  to  the  people  for  their  supplies  for  the  army 
and  navy,  aad  for  their  military  services,  whether 
that  paper  ought  not  to  be  received  in  payment  for 
their  public  dues;  and  L  humbly  ask,  if  the  Gov- 
ernment pasB  the  bank  paper  into  the  hands  of  the 
people,  purporting  to  be  redeetnable  on  demand  in 
specie,  whether  the  Government  are  not  thereby 
virtual  endorsers,  and  equitably  bound  to  see  the 
engagement  performed,  or  to  take  back  the  note, 
as  much  as  if  it  was  counterfeit,  and  give  them  a 
good  note  for  it*,  unless,  as  I  allege,  there  was  a 
mutual  understanding  that  bank  piaper  was  the 
medium  of  the  contract,  and  that,  too,  without  its 
beiag  redeemable  in  specie  on  demand.  Sir,  I 
ask  if  a  farmer^  being  executed  for  his  taxes  after 
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tttiderioff  his  money  thus  received  from  the  Gtor* 
ernmeat  to  the  amouot  of  his  taxes,  was,  by  re- 
pleyio,  to  brio^f  this  subject  fairly  biefore  a  court 
and  jury,  and  the  jury  were  specially  to  find  the 
facts,  that  he  did  tender  this  money  to  the  amount 
of  his  taze^,  and  bad  brought  the  same  into  court, 
whether  the  court  would  not  adjudge  him  dis- 
charged 1  Yes,  sir,  the  court  would  so  decide ; 
and  1  very  much  incline  to  beliere,  that  if  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  champions 
of  this  bill,  were  charged  with  the  collection  of 
the  public  dues  in  specie  under  such  cireum* 
stances,  they  would  find  themselves  in  an  un- 
pleasant box,  and  that  people  who  had  achieved 
their  independence  by  oeposinf^  a  foreign  tyrant, 
would  not  submit  to  be  despoiled  of  tlieir  prop- 
erty so  unjustly  by  domestic  oppression. 

oir,  when  Congress  passed  the  Revenue  laws, 
and  imposed  the  six  million  and  three  million 
land  tax,  did  they  contemplate  the  payment  of 
specie?  No;  tfaev  knew  the  people  had  it  not, 
and  of  course  cooid  not  pay  it.  When  they  bor* 
rowed  (he  money  from  the  banks,  and  compelled 
all  the  public  creditors  to  receive  it  for  their  debts, 
can  it  be  possible  they  intended  to  refuse  taking 
it  back  again  from  the  people  for  their  taxes?  I 
cannot  conceive  the  Cbvernment  capable  of  such 
political  immorality.  Does  any  man  doubt  that 
Congress  intended  these  taxes  being  paid  in  bank 
paper?  Nay,  has  not  the  conduct  of  the  Secre- 
tary, whose  administmtion  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment has  been  ao  conspicuous  for  its  intelli* 
gence  and  firmness,  sealed  this  construction  of 
the  law,  by  taking  the  bank  paper  in  discharge 
for  these  taxes  ?  Ye^  sir ;  and  honorable  men 
have  been  found  on  thia  floor,  who  have  insin- 
uated that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurer  ought 
to  be  impeached  for  receiving  the  ttxes  m  bank 
notes.  I  have  differed  so  materially  from  these 
gentlemen,  that  I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring, 
that,  if  he  had  exacted  these  taxes  in  specie,  he 
ought,  and  probably  would  have  been  impeached, 
when  it  was  well  known  that  Congress,  when 
they  imposed  these  taxes,  intended  them  to  be 
paid  in  bank  paper.  The  SecreUry.  no  doubt,  by 
the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  might  have  consid- 
ered nothing  but  specie  current  knoney,  and  to 
have  exacted  specie,  had  it  depended  solelv  on 
the  Constitution ;  but  when  he  knew,  by  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case^  that  the  taxes  were 
laid,  and  intended  to  be  paid  in  bank  paper,  he 
bad  too  great  a  respect  for  the  principles  and  pol- 
icy of  the  Government,  and  too  much  patriotism, 
to  have  done  an  act  that  would,  have  convulsed 
this  Qovernment  to  its  centre,  and  probably  have 
shaken  the  Chief  Magistrate  from  his  seat ;  and 
I  advise  gentlemen  to  be  upon  their  guard  in  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  lest  thev  sour  the  nation,  and 
disappoint  the  well-founded  hopes  of  the  contem- 
plated successor  to  the  Presidential  Chair.  Sir, 
if  this  bill  shall  pass  into  a  law,  and  impose  the 
payment  of  taxes  and  public  dues  in  specie,  it 
Will,  no  doubt,  hav.e  the  same  effect  on  the  con- 
tracts of  citizen  and  citizen,  and  introduce  discord 
and  confusion,  and  probablv  destruction  to  thous- 
ands ;  for  every  man  must  know  the  extreme  dis« 


tress  of  the  people  would  labor  mder,  if  ther 
were  compelled  to  pay  their  debts  in  specie  at  this 
time.  And  I  wsirn  gentlemen  how  they  introduce 
such  a  state  of  things,  as  top  serious  and  daogor- 
oos  to  be  attempted,  and  awful  in  the  extreme^  as 
tbev  were  produced  by  the  war,  and  not  hy  any 
fault  of  the  people.  Gentlemen  will  excuse  me 
in  reminding  them  of  the  contests  in  Rome,  be- 
tween the  patricians  and  plebeians,  about  the  pay- 
ment of  their  debts  in  a  time  of  great  difficulty, 
and  the  awfnl  crisis  produced  thereby;  it  being 
no  less  than  the  appointment  of  the  first  Dictator 
in  Rome,  who  was  clothed  with  absolote  despotic 
power,  and  who«  to  appease  the  plebeians,  8a»- 
pended  the  collection  o'  the  debts  due  to  the  pa- 
tricians for  a  limited  time.  I  ask,  if  the  advocates 
of  this  bill  were  pressed  even  for  their  board  in 
specie,  how  they  cuuld  comply  with  their  con- 
tracts ?  Nay,  air,  I  unhesitatingly  declare,  that  if 
the  boarding-houses  were  to  r^use  to  bosrd  the 
members  but  for  specie,  it  would  force  the  mem«> 
hers  to  abandon  their  seats.  This  single  consid- 
eration ought  to  satisfy  every  man,  that  the  hank 
paper  was  the  money  contemplated  to  be  paid  and 
received,  and  induce  him  to  move  with  caution, 
and  not  impose  impossibilities. on  the  people*  Sir, 
can  we  so  soon  forget  what  is  due  to  that  people, 
whose  star-spangled  banners  have  iUuminm  both, 
hemispheres^  and  whose  stripes  have  humbled 
the  British  Lion,  and  compelled  him  to  give  up 
our  impressed  seamen,  and  subdued  the  proud 
Turk,  and  compelled  him  to  give  up  our  enslaved 
citizens,  and  reduced  to  practice  the  Elastern  gtit- 
conadtt  (for  they  voted  against  the  Al^erine  war,) 
*'  millions  for  defence,  but  not  a  cent  for  tribute r 
and  while  the  echoing  of  our  conquering  cannon 
at  Chippewa,  at  Platuburg,  at  Baltimore,  and  at 
New  Orleans,  is  yet  hanging  on  the  ear,  and  while 
they  recollect  their  victories  by  sea  and  land  had 
80  raised  the  American  character,  that,  without 
the  aid  of  the  star  and  garter,  a  certificate  of 
American  citizenship  is  a  passport  into  the  high- 
est circles  of  Europe  ?  And  rtt  there  are  gentle* 
men  on  this  floor,  who  woM  compel  the  Secre* 
tary  of  the  Treasury  to  play  the  Dictator,  not  like 
the  Roman  Dictator,  with  a  power  to  relieve  the 
distresses  of  the  people,  but  hy  coercing  him  to 
exact  the  revenue  and  taxes  in  specie,  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  American  people. 

Indeed,  sir,  in  order  to  carry  this  monstrous 
biU|  I  discover  the  most  unnatural  connexion  be- 
tween gentlemen  on  this  floor.  We  see  those 
who  advocated  the  United  States  Bank,  upon  the 
principle  that  the  nation  had  seven  millions  of 
Its  stockj  (netting  three  per  cent,  revenue^)  and 
the  appointment  of  five  of  its  directors  to  ^uard 
the  nation  against  any  improper  influence,  and 
who  voted  against  the  old  bank  because  seven- 
eighths  of  its  stock  was  British,  and  gave  to  the 
foreign  stockholders  eight  per  cent.,  uniting  with 
the  Eastern  gentlemen,  (whose  ports  had  been  ex- 
empt from  British  blockades,  to  the  extent  repre- 
sented by  the  Hartford  Convention,)  and  who 
voted  against  the  present  United  Slates  Bank  ex- 
pressly because  the  United  States  had  aojr  part 
of  the  stock,  or  the  appointment  of  any  of  its  di* 
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xectorsi  ftDd  wbo  voted  to  ooniiaue  the  old  bank 
charter,  when  seren-eighthv  of  its  capital  was  the 
property  of  British  stockholders.  And  Congress 
are  now  pressed  by  this  extraordinary  union  to 
sanction  this  monstrous  measure,  frausht,  as  I 
trust  I  hare  proved,  with  partiality,  with  iograt- 
itode,  with  injustice,  and  with  cruelty.  Sir,  I 
have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty  to  this  nation  on 
this  occasion;  and  I  confidently  hope  that  this 
Bouse  will  reject  this  bill,  and  prove  themselves 
to  be  what  they  have  been  justly  esteemed,  the 
honest  guardians  of  the  interest,  the  happiness, 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  American  people. 

Mr.  Root  followed  on  the  same  side,  in  a 
speech  of  about  half  an  hour. 

Mr.  T£LFAiR  made  a  fpw  remarks  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Root. 

Mr.  Gaoevnif  OR  answered  the  opponents  of  the 
bill,  and  spoke  some  time  in  its  support. 

Mr.  Randolph  replied  to  Mr.  OaoavBtfOR, 
and  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Qrobvsnor  rejoined,  and  added  some  fur- 
ther arguments  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CALHonR  also  replied  to  Mr.  Randolph, 
and  offered  some  considerations  in  favor  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Robertson  explained  the  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  for  the  bill,  and  made  some  remarks 
in  repiyto  other  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Wbbster  also  submitted  his  reasons  for 
wishing  the  bill  to  pass. 

Mr.  Randolph  again  spoke  about  an  hour  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  its  advo- 
cates. 

Mr.  Wright  also  opposed  the  bill  ina  second 
speech. 

Mr.  Gaston  submitted  his  reasons  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill ;  after  which  the  question  on  its 
passage  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  59, 
nays  60,  as  follows : 

'  Ybas-^Mcbsii.  Alexander,  AthertOQ,  Bassett,  Bate- 
aMD,  Bcisst  Bradbury,  Brown,  Cady,  Ualhonn,  Oham- 
MOOf  Chqinian,  GtUey,  Oondict,  Conner,  Creighton, 
Cnlhberty  Deska,  Edwards,  Griffin,  Grosrenor,  HaK 
Hawaii  Hoger,  Hnngerlbrd,  Joknsoa  of  Kentucky, 
Kent,  Love,  Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Marsh,  Mayzant, 
lldCoy,  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  litiddleton.  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Parris,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Robertson,  Rug- 
gles,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Sheffey,  Steams,  Sturges,  Tag- 
gart,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Tucker,  Vose, 
Ward  of  New  York,  Webster,  Wilcox,  and  Wood- 
ward. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Adgate,  Archer,  Baer,  Bennett, 
Belts,  Birdsall,  Breckenridge,  Brooks,  Bryan,  Cald- 
well, Clayton,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Crocheron, 
Culpeper,  Darlington,  Davenport,  Forney,  Gaston, 
Glasgow,  Hahn,  Hall,  Hardin,  Heister,  Henderson, 
Her^rt,  Ingham,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Langdon,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyie,  Lyon, 
Milnor,  Murfree,  Newton,  Pickens,  Powell,  Randolph, 
Roane,  Root,  Savage,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Sonthud, 
Stuart,  Tate,  Throop,  Wallaoe,  Ward,  of  Massachu- 
setts, Whiteaide,WiIkin,  Williams,  WiUonghby,  WU- 
Uam  Wilson,  Thomw  Wilson,  Wright^  and  Yates. 

Bo  the  bill  was  rejected. 
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The  House  went  into  a  Commklda'  of  the 
Whole  on  the  amendments  of  the  %^|iMr  to  the 
bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on  impoetsaiid  ton- 
nage. The  amendments  were  successively  agreed 
to  by  the  Committee,  and  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Randolpb  made  an  ineffectual  motion  to 
postpone  the  decision  on  the  report  until  to-mor- 
row, believing  the  amendments  too  important  to 
be  acted  on  without  more  mature  consideration. 

Mr.  .R.  opposed  subsequently,  at  some  length, 
the  Spate's  proposition  to  increase  the  duty  on 
im^rted  sugar  from  2^  to  3  cents  per  pound, 
which  he  deemed  not  only  oppressive  on  the 
people,  but  highly  improper  as  coming  from  the 
Senate,  whose  right  he  disputed,  according  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  thus  in  effect  to 
assess  a  tax  on  the  people,  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  coocurrenee. 

Mr.  Robertson  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply, 
and  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

After  some  further  conversation  between  Mr. 
Ranoolpb  and  Mr.  RoBSBTaoN,  the  amendment 
was  concurred  in  b|^  the  following  vote:  For  the 
amendment  54^  against  it  48,  as  foUowa: 

YiJLS — Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Archer,  Ather- 
ton,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Betts,  Brooks,  Cady,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Chipman,  Condiet,  Crawftrd,  Creigh- 
ton,  Croeheron,  Cuthbeit,  Darlington,  Deriia,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Hardint  Hawes,  HenderMO,  Ingham,  Johnson 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lowndes,  Lump- 
kin, LyIe,  Maso^,  Mayiant,  McKee,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tacky,  MiddletoB,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pleasants,  Powell, 
Reynolds,  Robertson,  Root,  Savage,  Bchenck,  Bharpe, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Soathaid,  Taylor  of  South  Caro- 
Una,  Tel&ir,  Tucker,  Ward  of  New  X^ork,  Wilkin, 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  William  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baer,  Bennett,  Boss,  Bradbury, 
Breckenridge,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clayton,  Clopton, 
Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Edwards,  Gaston,  Gold»- 
borougb,  Hahn,  Hale,  Heister,  Huger,  Hungerford, 
Kent,  Law,  Lewie,  Love,  Lovett,  Lyon,  Marsh,  Mil- 
nor, Moseley,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parris,  Pick- 
ens, PidLering,  Pitkin,  Randolph,  Reed,  Roane,  Rug- 
gles,  Shelby,  Steams,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachnietts, 
Webster,  Whiteside,  WUcoz,  WiUiams,  Woodward, 
and  Wright^ 

The  residue  of  the  said  amendments  were  then 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 


FaiDAY,  April  26. 

The  bill  to  allow  a  drawback  of  duties  on  spir- 
its distilled  and  sugar  refined  within  the  United 
States,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whol^, 
and  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the 
Cherokee  Indians;  the  bill  for  settling  the  com^ 
pensation  of  the  commissioners,  dbc,  of  land  claims 
in  Louisiana ;  the  bill  for  adjustment  of  certain 
land  claims  in  Louisiana,  dbc;  and  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Manasseh  Minor;  successively  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  were 
severally  ordered  to  a  third  readiag. 

The  bill  fixing  the  peace  establishment  of  the 
Marine  Corps  was  indefinitely  postponed,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Plbasants,  who  remarked,  that  it 
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had  been  ascertained  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  had  already  placed  the  corif)s  on  the  eatab- 
lisbmeni  eostempiated  by  the  bill;  and  furcher, 
thatii  was  believed  the  corps  might  be  made  still 
Bfeore  efficient  than  as  it  was  at  pfesent  conitt- 
tttted,  if  organized  differently  from  what  was  eon- 
lempkted  by  the  bill. 

The  bill  respecting  the  patent  rig hta  of  the  rep- 
resentatives of  Robert  Fulton,  deceased,  was  also, 
on  motion  of  ^r.  Culpipbr,  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  thiMonse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of 
the  following  titles,  to  wit: 

An  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navv  of 
the  United  States ;  an  act  authorizing  the  Judges 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  District  of  Colnmbia 
to,  prepare  a  code  of  jurisprudence  for  the  said 
District ;  an  act  coocerning  the  owners,  officers, 
and  crew  of  the  privateer  Roger ;  an  act  making 
an  appropriation  for  enclosing  and  improving  the 
pnblic  sqnare  near  the  Capitd,  and  to  abolish  the 
office  of  Commissioners  of  the  Public  BioUUngs, 
and  of  Superintendent,  and  for  the  appointment 
of  one  Commissioner  for  the  Public  Buildings ; 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Audrain;  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  David  Coffio,  SaoMiel  and  William 
R»dman»  a»d  Samnei  Rodaiao,  jun.;  aa  ««t  for 
tiM  eoafirmstion  0(  ceruia  claims  to  knd  in  the 
Westeni  district  in  the  State  of  LouiaiBAa;  an 
aot  10  provide  for  the  apoointaMot  oi  »  surveyor 
of  the  p«btt«  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Illinois 
and  Missouri;  ao  act  to  establish  pest  roads;  an 
aei  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Seoreiary  of 
the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, and  making  a  temporary  provision  for  the 
clerks  employed  in  their  omce8,with  amendments. 
The  Senate  have  also  passed  the  resolution  ^  to 
indemnify  JabezMowry,And  others,"  with  amend- 
ments; and  they  have  passed  the  bill  **  to  increase 
t^  salary  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury;,  and  to 
allow  him  a  conapensation  for  his.agency  in  coun- 
tersigning aoKl  tssaiBg  Treasury  notes;"  and  a 
resoitttioo,  "ttuthorisiAg  the  President  of  ih»  Uni- 
ted StaMs  to  ewpioy  a  skilful  asaisiaat  ia  the 
Corps  of  Engineers;"  ii 


.  in  all  of  which  amead- 
meats,  togetiier  with  the  said  last  mentioned  bill 
and  resolution,  they  ask  the  ooncurrenoe  of  this 
House. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
Mt  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the  Superin- 
tendents of  the manoAtctories  of  arms  at  Spring* 
Md  and  Harper's  Ferry."  The  bill  was  reported 
without  amendment,  and  ordored  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-day. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  sereral 
acts  organizing  the  office  of  Accoutitant  of  the 
Department  of  War;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  bill  was  reported  with  amendments; 
which  were  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the 
bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  ameodmenu  proposed  by  the  Sen- 


ate to  the  bill  from  this  House,  eoiitled  '^An  act 
for  the  relief  of  William  Crawford,  Frederick 
Bates,  and  William  Garrard;"  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  reported  their 
concurrence  in  the  said  amendmeato ;  which  were 
conourred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  tite 
Whole,  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  hilt  from  this  Rouse,  entitled  ''An  act 
makinff  sppropriationB  for  the  support  of  the  Mil- 
itary Sscahlishment  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
year  1616;"  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  reported  their  concitrrence  ia  the 
said  ameadment ;  which  was  concorred  in  by  the 
House. 

COLLECTION  OF  THE  REVENUS^ 

Mr.  WaBSTBB  rcse^  and  aubmiicad  the  IbUOw- 

iog  resolutions: 

Re»hed,  kjt  the  Senate  end  JOeuee  ef  RenrttetHa- 
Hvea  of  the  Untied  Siatet  ef  Amunea  m  Canmm 

osaemilsd;  That,  aU  daties^  taxea,  imposla,  end  eraser 
laid  or  imposed  bjGovBraoMttt»  ovgH  by  the  praris- 
ions  eC  the  CoastitatM»  lo  he  oniAna  throQghoat 
the  United  States;  and  that  me  preAnnos  eaght  la 
be  given  or  allowed  by  any  legnUtion  of  commerce  m 
revenue,  to  the  ports  of  one  State  orer  those  of  ano- 
ther. 

And  reeoktd  Jurtker,  That  die  leveanes  of  the 
United  States  ought  to  be  collected  and  received  in 
the  legal  curredcy  of  the  United  Stales,  or  in  Trea»> 
nry  notes^  or  in  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  as  by  law  provided  and  declared. 

And  rteohed  further.  That  the  Seoetaiy  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required  and  diieolsd 
to  adopt  sneh  measures  as  he  may  deem  necessair,  to 
cause,  as  soon  as  may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debli^  or 
sums  of  money  accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  collected  end  jMid  in  the  J«^ 
curren<nr  of  the  United  States,  or  Treasniy  notes,  or 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  as  aibiesaid ; 
and  that  from  and  aiier  the  1st  day  of  February  next 

BO  sachdaliss,lsss%dehli,eesaaBsof  asoneyaeoru- 
ing  ev  bsseaiing  pagicahle  lo  She  Uailsd  SlaMa  aaalbs^ 
saU,  oaghl  to  be  celUeted  ov  lecsived  olhennes  thai^ 
ia  the  legal  onnNQim  of  tholfadaad  fttiiis,  orTieasa* 
ly  notes,  er  neteaef  tiw  Beak  etf  ska  UailiiSt^Ba^  as 


Mr.  WaaarBft  said,  that  he  had -Ml  it  fo  Witfc 
doty  to  call  the  atteation  of  the  House  ooce  more 
to  the  sobject  of  the  collecrioo  of  the  r«(VCQUfj 
and  to  present  the  resolutions  which  had  been, 
submitted*  Ho  had  been  the  more  inclined  to  4» 
this  from  an  apprehension  that  the  rejection,  yes* 
terday,  of  the  bill  which  had  been  introduced, 
might  be  construed  into  an  abandonment,  on  tha 
part  of  the  House,  of  all  ho^  of  remedying  the 
ezisiiag  evil.  He.had  had,  a  was  true,  some  ob- 
ieciioBs  against  proceeding  by  way  <^  bill ;  be* 
cause  ihe  case  was  not  one  in  which  the  law  was 
deficieat,  butoae  in  which  the  eifeecation  of  the 
law  was  defieieat.  The  great  object,  however, 
was  lA  obtain  a  decisioA  of  this  and  the  other 
House,  that  the  preteat  mode  of  receiving  the 
revenue  shoald  not  be  conliuBed.  and  as  this  might 
be  substantially  eiTectcd  by  the  btU,  he  had  hoped 
that  it  might  pass.    This  hope  had  been 
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e^lnltd.  The  bill  had  boea-  rejected.  The 
ottse  hed  put  its  oegstiTe  opon  the  only  propo- 
sition which  had  beea  tabmitted  to  it,  fbf  correct* 
isga  slate  of  thio^  which  e?erybody  knows  to 
exiit,  iD  plain  Tiolatioii  of  the  Coostitatton,  and 
in  open  defiance  of  the  written  letter  of  the  law. 
For  one,  he  could  naver  consent  to  adjoarU)  lea:T'> 
isg^  this  implied  sanction  of  the  Honse  -  upon  all 
that  had:  taken  place,  and  all  that  might  hereafter 
take  place.  He  hoped'  not  to  hear  agsin  that  there 
was  not  now  time  to  act  on  this  qneation.  If 
olher  gentlemen  considered  the  question  as  tm« 
poitatntas  be  did«  they  wovdd  not  forbear  to  act 
upon  itfroiiyanx  desire,  however  strong,  to  bring. 
thv  session  to  an  early  close; 

Tin  sitnatton  of  thecottntry,  said  Mr.  W.,  in* 
regard  ta  the  coUectiott  of  its  revenues,  is  most 
deplorable.  With  aperfectlyaovmd  legal  currency, 
tha>'  national  rerenaes  are  not  collected  in  this 
currency,  hot  in  paper  of  rarlous  sons^  and  vari* 
ootf  degrees  of  ralue.  The  origin  and  progress  of 
this  em  are  distiadl^r  known,  but  it  is  not  easy 
t^see  its  doraition  or  itsfatnre  exteilt,  if  an  ade- 
quate reflMdy  be  not  coon  found.  Before  the  war, 
the  business  of  the  country  was  conducted  prin<> 
oipally  by  OMasa  of  the  paper  of  the  different 
Statc'baaks.-  Aatheto  were- in  good  credit,  and 
pttid  their  notes  in  gdd  andsilyer  on  demand,  no* 
great  evil  was  experienced  from  the  circulation 
of >  their  paper.  Not  beingj  however,  a  pan  of  the 
legalmooev  of  the  country,  it  cottld  not.  by  law, 
bte  reoeivea  in  the  payment  of  duties,  taxes  or 
other  debts  to  Gtovetnntent;  But  b^ing  payable, 
and  hitberto-regularlypaid,  on  demand,  the  ebl- 
lectora  and  agenta  of  Government  had  generally 
recurved  it  as  cash ;  it  had  been  deposited  as  cash 
inrthe  banks -which  received  the  depositee  of  GknT- 
erbmcrnt,  and  from  them  it  had  been  drawn  as 
eaah,  and  paid  off  to  creditors  of  the  pukrfic. 

Daring  the  war,  this  state  of  things  changed. 
Many  of  the  banks  had  been  induced  to  make 
leaas' to  a  very  great  amount  to-  Qovernment* 
These  loana  were  made  by  an  issue  of  their  own 
btlia.  This  proceeding  threw  into  etrei^tkHl  ad • 
iflMGHense  quantity  of  bank  paper,  in  no  degree  eor^ 
reapending  with  the  mereanttle  business  of  the 
country,  and  resting  on  nothing  for  its  payment 
and^  redemptilm  but  the  Qoyernmbnt*  stodts, 
wMch  wese  holdau-  by- the  banks;  The  eooee* 
quelle  immediately  fottewed,  which  it  wduld  be 
inputing  a-gteat  degsee  of  blindness  both  to  the 
QevertMneot  and  tothe  banks<t6istiygC8t that  they 
bad  not  foi«aeen»  The  ezoess  of  piper  which 
was  found  every where,«reated  akrm.  Demands' 
bttgan-  to  be  made  on  the  banks;  and  they  all 
stt>pped  payment.  No  com rivance  to  get  money^ 
inthOttt  inooftveaience  to  the  pctople,  ever  had  a 
shorter  course  of  ezperkment,  or  a  more  unequiv- 
ocal termination.  The  depreciation  of  bank  notes 
was  the  necessary  consequence  of  a  neglect  or 
refosal  on  the  part  of  those  who  issued  them  to 
pay  them.  It  took  place  immediately,  and  has 
continued,  with  occasional  fluctuation  in  the  de- 
gsee of  depresBiouj  to  the  present  moment.  What 
still  further  inerea^s  the  evil  is,  that  this  bask 
piper  being  the  issue  of  very  many  difierent  tn-^ 
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stitutiens,  situated  in  difiereot  parts  of  the  counti'yj 
and  possessing  different  degrees  of  credit,  the  d^i-' 
preciation  has  not  been,  and  is.  not  now,  uniform 
throaghout  the  United  States.    It  is  not  the  saino 
at  Baltimore  as  at  Phiktdelphfa  ;  nor  the  same  at 
Philadelphia  as  at  New  York.    In  New  Bagland 
the  banks  have  not  stopped  payment  in  specie^' 
and  of  course  their  paper  has  not  been  depressed 
at  all;    Bat  the  notes  of  banks  which  have  ceased 
to  pay  specie,  have,  nevertheito,  been,  and  stili 
are,  received  for  duties  and  taxes,  in  the  plaeeat 
where  such  banks  exist.    The  consequence  of  alt 
ithis  is,  that  tbe-people  of  the  United  States  pay^ 
: their  duties  and  taxes  in  currencies  of  different 
values  in  different  places.    In  othier  words^  taxes* 
;and  duties  are  higher  in  some  piacee  than  they) 
are  in  others,  by  as  much  as  the  value  of  gold  and' 
silver  is  greater  than  the  yalue  of  the  several  de* 
seriptions  of  bank  paper  which  are  received  by 
Gov emmeot^    This  difference,  in  relation  to  the 
paper  of  the  District  in  which  we  now  are,  is: 
twenty*  five  pei^  cent.;  taxes  and  duties,  therefore^: 
collected  in  Massac  busettsj  are  one  quarter  higher 
than  the  taxes  and  duties  which  are  collected,  by 
virtue  of  the  same  laws;  in  the  District  of  Co^ 
Inmfbia: 

By  the  Constitution  of  the  Qovernment,  it  is- 
certain  that  all  duties,  taxes,  and  excises^  ought- 
to  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States ;  and> 
that  no  preference  should  be  given,  by  any  regu- 
lation of  commerce  or  retenn^  to  the  ports  of  one 
State  over  tho^e  of  another.    This  Constitutional 
provistoo,  it  is  obvious,  is  flagfaotly  violated; 
Duties  and  taxes  are  not  uniform.    They  are- 
higher  in  some  places  than  in  others.    A  citizen- 
of  N*w  Bni^land  pays  his  tax  in  gold  and  silver, 
or  thetr  equivalent.    From  his  hand  the  collec- 
tor win  aot  receive,  and  is  instructed  by  Qovern- 
m«nt  not  to  receive,  the  notes  of  the  bankr  whicfe* 
^  norpaytheH*  notes  on  demhnd^  and  which 
notes  he  coidd  obtain  twent^r  or  twenty-five  per> 
cent,  cheaper  than  that  which  is  demanded  of- 
him.    Yet  a  citreen  of  the  Middle  States  pays 
his  uxes  in  these  notes^  at  pat.    Can  a  greater 
ia|ttsiice  than  this  be  conceived  1    Can  Consti* 
tutlonal  provisions  be  disregarded  in  a  more  es^ 
senfiat  poiilt  ?    Commercral  preferences  also  are 

giv(?n;  which,  if  they  could  be  continued,  would 
B  sufficient  to  annihilute  the  commerce-of  somd' 
oitiesmndtfome  Statesj  while  they  wouhlextremely'' 
promote  the  others.  ^  The  importing  merchantat 
Boston  pays  the  dutieaupbti  his  goods,  either  in 
specie  or  cash  noree,'  which-  are  at  least  twenty 
per  ceat.,  or  in  Treasury  notesj  which  are  ten  per 
cent;  more  valuable  than  the  notes  which  arc 
paid  for  duties,  at  par.  by  tbeimpeniag-merchant 
at  Baltimore.  Sorely  this  is  not  to  be  endured^ 
Such  monstrous  inequality  and  injustice  are  not 
to  be  tolerated.  Since  tbe  commencement  of 
this  course  of  things,  it  can  be  shown,  that  the 
people  of  the  Northern  Sutes  have  paid  a  million* 
of  dollars  more  than  their  just  proportion  of  the 
pttblic  burdens.  A  similar  inequality,  though 
somewhat  less  in  degree,  has  fallen  upon  th# 
States  south  of  the  Potomac,  in  which  the  paper 
in  circutatioinj  although  BOt  equiralent  toafimcj  ie 
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yet  of  higher  ralue  than  the  bank  notes  of  this 
District,  Maryland,  and  the  Middle  Stales. 

But  it  is  not  merely  the  inequality  and  injustice 
of  this  system,  if  system  it  may  be  called— if  not 
rather  the  want  of  all  system — which  call  for  re- 
form. It  throws  the  whole  revenue  into  derange- 
ment, and  endless  confusion.  It  prevents  the 
possibility  of  order,  method,  or  certainty,  in  the 

Snblic  receipts  or  disbursements.  This  mass  of 
epressed  paper,  thrown  out  at  first  in  loans  to 
mceodamodate  Qovernment,  has  done  little  less 
than  to  embarrass  and  distress  Ooyernment.  It 
can  hardly  be  said  to  circulate,  but  it  lies  in  the 
channel  of  circulation,  and  chokes  it  up  by  its 
bulk  and  its  sluggishness.  In  a  great  portion 
of  the  country,  the  dues  to  Gtovernment  are  not 
paid,  or  are  paid  budly  ;  and  in  an  equal  portion 
of  tne  country  the  public  creditors  are  not  paid, 
or  are  paid  badly. 

It  is  quite  clear,  that,  by  the  statute,  all  duties 
mnd  taxes  are  required  to  be  paid  in  the  legal 
money  of  the  United  Stttes,  or  in  Treasury  notes, 
agreeably  to  recent  proyisions.  It  is  just  as  clear, 
that  tiielawhas  been  disregarded,  and  that  the 
notes  of  banks  of  an  hundred  different  descrip- 
tions, and  almost  as  many  different  values,  have 
been  received,  and  still  are  received  where  the 
statute  requires  legal  money  or  Treasury  notes  to 
be  patdk 

in  these  circumstances.  I  cannot  persuade  my- 
self that  Congress  will  aojourn  without  atten&pt- 
ing  something  by  way  of  remedy.  In  my  opinion, 
no  greater  evil  has  threatened  us.  Nothing  can 
more  endanger,  either  the  existence  and  presert a- 
tion  of  the  public  revenue,  or  the  seeuritv  of  pri- 
vate property,  than  the  consequences  which  are 
to  be  appreheoded  from  the  present  course  of 
things,  if  they  be  not  arrested  by  a  timely  and  an 
effectual  interference.  Let  gentlemen  consider 
^  what  will  probably  happen,  if  Congress  should 
rise  without  the  adoption  of  any  measure  on  the 
subject. 

Virginia,  having  passed  a  law  for  compelling 
the  banks  in  that.State  to  limit  the  ciroulation  of 
their  paper  .and  resume  specie  fwyments  by  the 
Autumn,  will,  dottbtiess,  repeal  it.  The  States 
further  to  the  South  will  probably  fall  into  a 
similar  relaxation,  lor  it  is  hardly  to  be  expected 
that  they  will  have  firmness  and  perseverance 
enough  to  persist  in  their  present  most  prudent 
and  commendable  course,  without  the  counte* 
Dunoe  of  the  General  Government. 

If,  inaddition  to  these  events,  an  abandonment 
of  the  wholesome  system  which  has  thus  far  i>ce* 
vailed  in  the  Northern  States,  or  any  relaxation 
of  that  system,  should  take  place,  the  Government 
is  in  danger *of  falling  into  a  condition  from  wbich 
it  can  hardly  be  expected  to  extricate  itself  for 
twenty  yean,  if  indeed  it  shall  ever  be  able  to  ex- 
tricate itself,  and  if  that  stateof  things,  instead  of 
being  changed  by  the  Goternment,  shall  not 
change  4he  Government. 

It  IS  our  business  to  foresee  this  danger,  and  to 
avoid  it.  There  are  soitae  political  evils  which 
are  seen 'as  soon  as  theynre  dangerous,«nd  which 
ataiaa  at  onoo  aa  wail  .the  people  4s  4he  Govern*' 


ment.  Wars  and  invasions,  therefore^  are  not  al- 
ways the  most  certain  destroyers  of  national  pros- 
oerity.  They  come  in  no  qtiesdonabJe  ^ape. 
They  announce  their  own  approach,  and  the  ami- 
oral  safet  V  is  preserved  by  tlw  general  alarm.  Not 
so  with  the  evils  of  a  dmsed  coin,  a  depreciated 
paper  currency,  or  a  depresaed  and  falling  poblic 
credit.  No  so  with  the  pUusible  and  inndloaw 
mischief  of  a  paper  money  system.  These  in* 
sinuate  themselves  in  the  shape  of  facilities,  ae- 
commodation,  and  relief.  They  hold  out  the 
most  fallacious  hope  of  an  easier  payment  of  debts, 
and  a  lighter  burden  of  taxation.  It  is  jeasy  for  « 
portion  of  the  people  to  imagine  that  Gbvenment 
may  properly  continue  to  receive  depreciated 
paper,  because  they  have  received  it,  and  bmuee 
tt  IS  more  convenient  -to  obtain  it  than  to  obtain 
other  paper,  or  specie.  But  on  these  aabjeets  it 
is,  tliat  Government  ought  to  exercise  its  own 
peculiar  wisdom^  ond  caution.  It  is  supposed  Jto 
possess,  on  subjects  of  this  nature,  somewhat 
more  of  foresi^rht  than  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  in- 
dividuals. It  IS  bound  to  foresee  the  ml  before 
every  man  feels  it,  and  to  take  all  necessary  mea- 
sures to  guard  against  it,  ahhough  they  may  he 
measures  attend^  with  some  difficulty  and  aot 
without  temporary  inconvenience.  In  my  humble 
judgment  the  evil  demands  the  immediate  attea- 
tion  of  Congress.  It  is  not  certaiuiand  in  my 
opinion  not  probable,  that  it  will  ever  cure  itself. 
It  is  more  likely  to  grow  by  indulgence,  while 
the  remedy  which  must  in  the  end  be  applied, 
will  become  less  efiacaeious  by  delay. 

The  only  power  which  the  General  Govern- 
ment possesses  of  restraining  the  issues  of  the 
State  banks,  is  to  refuse  their  notes  in  the  receipts 
of  the  Treasury.  This  power  it  can  exercise  now, 
or  at  least  it  can  provide  now  for  exercising  in 
reasonable  time,  because  the  currency  of  some 
part  of  the  country  in  yet  sound,  and  the  evil  is 
not  uoivefsai.  U  it  should  become  universal, 
who,  that  hesitates,  now,  will  then  propose  any 
adequate  means  of  relief  1  If  a  measure,  like 
the  bill  of  yesterday,  or  the  resolutioas  of  to-day, 
can  hsrdly  pass  here  now,  what  hope  is  there 
that  any  dIBcient  measuie  will  be  adopted  liwe- 
after? 

The  conduct  of  the  Treasury  Department  ia 
receiving  the  antes  of  the  banks,  after  they  had 
suspended  payment,  might  or  might  not  have 
been  excused  by  the  necessity  of  the  case.  That 
is  not  now  the  subject  of  inquiry.  I  wish  such 
inquiry  bad  been  instituted.  It  ought  to  have 
been ;  it  is  of  dangerous  consequence  to  permit 
plain  omissions  to  execute  the  law  to  pass  off, 
under  any  circumstances,  without  inquiry.  It 
would  probably  be  easier  to  prove  that  the  Trea* 
80 ry  must  have  continued  to  receive  such  notes, 
or  that  all  payments  to  Government  would  have 
been  suspended,  than  it  would  be  to  jui^y4he 
previous  negotiation  of  great  loans  at  the  banks, 
which  was  a  voluntary  transaction,  induced  by 
no  particular  necessity,  and  which  is  nevertheless, 
beyond  doubt,  the  principal  cause  of  their  preseat 
ooadiiion.  But  1  .iiave  expi;<Bssed  myMief  ott 
more  ihaa  oae  4)eca8ion,aadiiuMr  repeat  iha 
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opinioDi  tint  it  was  tbe  daty.  and  in  the  power 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary,  on  the  return 
of  peace,  to  have  returned  to  the  legal  and  proper 
mode  of  collecting  the  revenue.  The  paper  of 
the  banks  rose,  on  that  occasion i  almost  to  an 
equality  with  specie ;  that  was  the  favorable  mo- 
ment. The  banks  in  which  the  public  money 
was  deposited  ought  to  have  been  induced  to  lead 
the  wav,  by  the  sale  of  their  Government  stocks, 
and  otner  measures  calculated  to  bring  about, 
moderately  and  gradually,  but  regularly  and  cer- 
tainly, a  restoration  of  the  former  and  only  safe 
state  of  things.  It  can  hardly  be  doubted,  that  the 
influence  of  the  Treasury  could  have  effected  alt 
this.  If  not,  it  could  have  withdrawn  the  depo- 
■sites  and  the  countenance  of  Government  from 
'institutions,  which,  against  all  role  and  propriety, 
were  holding  great  sums  in  Qovernment  stocks, 
•  and  making  enormous  profits  from  the  circulation 
of  their  own  dishonored  paper.  That  which  was 
most  wanted,  was  the  designation  of  a  time,  for 
the  corresponding  operation  of  banks  in  different 
places.  This  could  have  been  made  by  the  Head 
of  the  Treasury,  better  than  by  anybody  or  every- 
body ebe.  But  the  occasion  was  suffered  to  pass 
by  unimproved,  and  the  credit  of  the  banks  soon 
fell  again,  when  it  was  found  they  U5ed  none  of 
the  means  which  the  opportunity  gave  themselves  | 
■for  enabling  them  to  lulfil  their  engagements. 

As  to  any  power  of  compulsion  to  be  exercised 
over  the  State  banks,  they  are  not  subject  to  the 
^rect  control  of  the  General  Government.  It  is 
for  the  State  authorities  which  created  them  lo 
decide,  whether  they  have  acted  according  to  their 
charters,  and,  if  not,  what  shall  be  the  remedy  for 
their  irregularities.  But,  from  such  of  them  as 
conttnoed  to  receive  the  deposite  of  public  monev, 
Government  had  a  right  to  expect  that  they  would 
conduct  their  concerns  according  to  the  safe  and 
well  known  principles  which  should  properly 

govern  such  institutions.  And  this  Government 
as  in  all  cases  a  right  to  protect  its  own  revenues, 
and  to  guard  them  against  defalcation  by  bad  or 
depreciated  paper,  ft  is  bound  also  to  collect  its 
•taxes  of  the  people  on  a  uniform  system.  These 
Tights  and  these  duties  are  too  important  to  be 
surrendered  to  the  accommodation  of  any  partic- 
ular interest  or  temporary  purpose. 

The  resolutions  before  the  House  take  no  notice 
of  tbe  State  banks.  They  express  neither  praise 
nor  censure  of  them.  They  neither  commend 
them  for  their  patriotism  in  the  loans  made  to 
Government,  nor  propose  to  tax  them  for  their 
neglect  or  refusal  to  pay  their  debts.  They  as- 
aume  no  power  of  interfering  with  these  institu- 
tions. They  say  not  one  word  about  compelling 
them  to  resume  their  pavments;  they  leave  that 
to  the  consideration  ot  the  banks  themselves,  or 
of  those  who  have  a  right  to  call  them  to  account 
for  any  misconduct  in  that  respect.  But  the  res- 
olutions declare  that  taxes  ought  to  be  equal ; 
that  preferences  ought  not  to  be  given ;  that  the 
revenues  of  the  country  ouffht  not  to  be  dimin-^ 
tshedin-nmount,  nor  hazarded  altogether  bv  the 
receipt  of  varying  and  uncertain  paper  \  ana  that 
Ike  present  state  af  things,  in  which  all  theae  un- 


constitutional, illq;al,  and  dangerous  ingredients 
are  mixed,  ought  not  to  exist. 

It  has  been  said  that  these  resolutions  may  be 
construed  into  a  justification  of  the  past  conduct 
of  the  Treasury  Department.  Such  an  objection 
has  been  anticipated.  It  was  made,  in  my  opinion, 
with  much  more  justice  to  the  bill  rejected  yes- 
terday, and  a  provision  was  accordingly  suoae- 
quently  introduced  into  that  bill  to  exclude  such 
an  inference.  This  is  certainly  not  the  time 
to  express  ainr  justification  or  approbation  of 
tbe  conduct  of  that  Department  on  thu  subjeeti 
and  I  trust  these  resolutiona  do  not  imply  it. 
Nor  do  the  resolutions  propose  to  express  any 
censure.  A  sufficient  reason  for  declining  to  do 
either  is,  that  the  facts  are  not  sufficiently  known. 
What  loss  has  actually  happened,  what  amount 
(it  is  said  to  be  lar^^e)  may  be  now  in  tbe  Treasuryi 
in  notes  which  will  not  now  pass,  or  under  what 
circumstances  these  were  received,  is  not  now  suf- 
ficiently ascertained. 

But  before  these  resolutions  are  rejected,  on 
the  ground  that  they  may  shield  the  Treasury 
Department  from  responsibility,  it  ought  to  be 
clearly  shown  that  they  are  capable  of  receiving 
such  a  construction.  The  mere  passing  of  any 
resolution  cannot  have  that  effect.  A  declaration 
of  what  onght  to  be  done,  does  not  necessarily 
imply  any  sanction  of  what  has  been  done.  It 
may  sometimes  imply  the  contrary.  These  reso- 
lutions cannot  be  made  to  imply  any  more  than 
this,  that  the  financial  affairs  of  the  country  are 
in  such  a  condition  that  the  revenue  caimot  be 
instantly  collected  in  legal  currency.  This  they 
do  imply,  and  this  I  suppose  almost  all  admit  to 
be  true.  An  instantaneous  execution  of  the  law, 
without  warning  or  notice,  could,  in  my  opinion, 
produce  nothing,  in  a  portion  of  the  country,  but 
an  entire  suspension  of  payments. 

But  to  whose  fault  it  is  owing  that  the  affairs 
of  the  country  are  reduced  to  this  condition,  they 
do  not  declare.  They  do  not  prevent,  or  in  any 
degree  embarrass,  future  inquiry  on  that  subject* 
They  speak  to  tbe  fact,  that  the  finances  are  de- 
ranged. They  say  also  that  reformation,  though 
it  must  be  gradual,  ought  to  be  immediately  be- 
ipn,  and  to  be  carried  to  perfection  in  tbe  shortest 
time  practicable.  They  cannot,  by  any  fair  eon- 
struetion,  be  made  to  express  the  approbation  of 
Congress  on  tbe  past  conduct  of  any  high-officer 
of  GOverament;  and  if  the  time  shall  ever  come, 
when  this  House  shall  deem  investigation  neces- 
sary, it  most  be  a  case  of  very  unpromising  as- 
pect, and  of  most  fearful  issue,  which  shall  afford 
no  other  hope  of  escape  than  by  setting  op  theae 
resolutions  by  way  of  bar  to  an  inquiry. 

Nor  is  it  any  objection  to  this  measure  that 
inquiry  has  not  first  been  had.  Two  duties  may 
be  supposed  to  have  rested  on  the  Houses  the 
one,  to  inquire  into  the  origin  of  the  evil,  if  it 
needed  inquiry,  and  the  other  to  find  and  apply  n 
remedy.  Because  one  of  th^se  duties  has  not 
hitherto  been  discharged,  is  no  reason  why  the 
other  should  be  longer  neglected.  While  we  are 
deciding  which  to  do  first,  the  time  of  the  session 
ia  goiog  hy  ai|  nnd  neither  may  hedonei    In  ihn 
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mean  time  pablic  misehieff,  of  uDknown  magni- 
tude and  incalcalable  duration,  threaten  the  coun- 
try* I  see  no  equivalent,  no  consolation,  no  miti- 
gation, for  these  evils,  in  the  future  responsibility 
of  departments.  Let  gentlemen  'show  me  any 
respoDsibilitv  which  will  not  be  a  name  and  a. 
mockery.  If,  when  we  meet  here  again,  it  shall 
be.fouDU  that  all  the  barriers  which  have  hitherto, 
ini|oy  degree,  restrained  the  emissions  of  a  mere 
paper  money  of  the  worst  sort  have  given  way. 
i\bd  that  the  floods  have  broken  in  upon  us  ana 
come  over  us;  if  it  shall  be  found  that  the  reve- 
nues have  failed — that  the  public  credit,  now  a 
little  propped  and*  supported  by  a  state  of  peace 
and  commerce,  has  again  tottered  and  fallen  to 
the  ground,  and  that  all  the  operations  of  QoV" 
einment  are  at  a  stand,  what  then  will  be  the 
value  of  the  responsibility  of  departments!?  How 
great  then  the  value  of  inquiry,  when  the  evil  is 
past  prevention — when  officers  may  have  gone 
out  or  place,  and  when,  indeed,  the  whole  Ad- 
ministration will  necessarily  be  dissolvinflg  by 
the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  the  Uhief 
Executive  Magistrate  was  chosen  I 

I  cannot  consent  to  take  the  chance  of  the 
greatest  public  mischiefs  upon  a  reliance  on  any 
such  responsibility.    The  stakes  are  too  unequal. 

As  to  the  opinion  advanced  by  some,  that  the 
object  of  .the. resolution  cannot,  in.  any  way,  be 
aQsweredr-thax  ttuereyenues  cannot  be  colleoted. 
oibecwise  than,  as  they  are  now,  in  the  paper  of 
any  and  every  bankingassociation  which  chooses 
to  issue  paper,  it  cannot  for  a  nEi^ment  be  admits 
ted.  This  would,  be  at  once  giving  up  the  Qov- 
erarafint ;  for  what  is  Government,  without  re ve- 
Boe,  and  what  is  a.  revenue  that  is  gathered  to- 

S ether,  iji^l.  the  varying,  fluetoatia^i  disaredited, 
epreciated,  and  still  falling  promissory  notes  of 
two  or  three  hundred  distinct,  and,  as  to  this 
Government,,  irresponsible  banking  companies? 
If  it  caaaot  collect  its  revenues  in.a*  better  man- 
nap  than  this,. it  must  cease  to  be  a  Government. 
The  thing  ih^refore  is  to.  be  dDne ;  at  any  rate  it 
is  to  be  attempjtedr  That  it  will  be  aeeomplisUed 
bf  the  Treasury  Department,  without  the  inter- 
fesea^etof  Cangress,^  I  bavenp.  be(ief.  If  fropi 
that  source  no ;  reformation  cane,  when  reforoia- 
tifM^  waf  easy,  it  is  ^ot  now  to  be  ^cpected*  Esr 
pecially. after  the  vote  of  yeeterday,  thoee  whose 
laiefcsf  it  is  to  continue  the  present  state  of 
^^>mPs  ^^1'  ^^^  theq^selvep  with-  the  authority  of 
Copgjfssy  The V  wUi  justify  themselves  by. the 
decision  J  of  thifi  Houipe,  They  will  say,  ai^daay 
biuVyi  that  this  House^  havij^g: taken  up  the  sub- 
ject and  discussed  it,  has  not  thought  fit  sO'Bitich 
as  to  declariB  that  it  is  e|[pedient  ever  to  relieve 
llic  country,  or  its  revenues,  from,  a-  paper  mtn^y 
mtem.  Whoever  believes  that  the  Tre^surv 
Depfituent  will  ppjiose  this  tide,  aided,  as  it  will 
be^  by  strong  feeling  and  great  interest,  has  more 
fatth  in  that  Department  than  has  fallen  to  my 
lot«  It  is  the  duty  of  this  House  to  interfere  with 
ito  own  authority.  Having  taied  the  people  with 
no  light  hand,  it  is  now  its  duty  to  take  care  that 
the  people  do  not  sustain  these  burdans  in  vain* 
The  taxes  are  not  borne  without  fei^ing.    They 


will  not  be  borne  without  copjdaint,  if,  by  mis- 
mfinagement  in  collection,  their  utility  to  Gov- 
ernment should  be  lost,  and  they  should  get  into 
the  Treasury  at  last  only  in  discredited  and  use- 
less paper. 

A  bank  of  thirty-fiv^  millions  has  been  created 
for  the  professed  purpose  of  correcting  the  evils 
of  our  circulation,  and  facilitating  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  GovernmenL  I  am  not  so 
sanguine  in  the  hope  of  great  benefit  from  this 
measure  as  others  are.  But  the  Treasury  is  also 
authorized  to  issue  twenty-five  millions  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  eighteen  or  twenty  millions  of  which 
remain  yet  to  be  issued,,  and  which  are  also  al- 
lowed by  law  to  be  received  for  duties  and  taxes. 
In  addition  to  these  is  the  coin  which  is  in  the 
country,  and  which  is  sure  to  come  forth  into 
circulation  whenever  there  is  a  demand  for  it. 
These  means,  if  wisely  and  skilfully  administered, 
are  sufficient  to  prevent  any  particular  pressure 
or  great  inconvenience,  in  returning  to  the  legal 
mo^e  of  collecting  the  revenue.  It  is  true  it  may 
be  easier  for  the  people  in  the  States  in  which  a 
depreciated  paper  exists  to  pay  their  taxes  in 
such  paper,  than  in  the  legal  currency  or  Treas- 
ury notes,  because  they  can  get  it  cheaper.  But 
this  is  only  saying  that  it  is  easier  to  pay  a  small 
tax  than  to  pay  a  larger  one,  or  that  money  costs 
more  than  that  which  is  les»  valuable  than  mon6y : 
a  proposition  not  to  be  disputed.  But  a  medium 
of  payment,  convenient  for  the  people  and  safe 
for  the  Government,  will  be  furnished,  and  may 
everywhere  be  obtaiined  for  a  reasonable  price. 
This  is  all  that  can  justiv  be  expected  of  Coa- 
gress.  Having  provided  this,  they  ought  to  re- 
quire all  parts  of  the  country  to  conform  to  the 
same  measure  of  justice.  If  taxes  be  not  neces- 
sary, they  should  not  1:^  laid.  If  laid,  they  oug^t 
to  be  collected  without  preference  or  paruali ty. 

But  while  some. gentlemen  oppose  the  resolu- 
tions because  they  fix  a  day  too.  near,  others  tUak 
they  fix  a  day  toodistani.  In  my  own  judgment, 
it  is  not  so  material  what  the  time  is.,  as  it  is  to 
Bx  a  time.  The  great  object  is  to  settle  thequea- 
tion,  that  our  legal  cunency  is  to  be  preserved] 
and  that  we  are  not  about  to  embark  on  the  o«aack 
of  paper  money.  The  State  banka,  if  they  con- 
sult tneir  own  interest,  or  the  interest  of  the  com- 
munity, will  dispose  of  their  Government  stocks, 
and  prepare  themselves  to  redeem  their  paper 
and  fulfil  their  contracts.  It  they  should  not 
adopt  this  coursCj  there  wiU  be  time  for  the  peo- 
ple to  be  informed  that  the  paper  of  such  institu- 
tions will  not  answer  the  demands  of  Govern- 
ment, and  that  duties  and  taxes  must  be  paid  in 
the  maiinpr  provided  by  law. 

I  cannot  say,,  indeed,  that  this  measure  will 
ceiuinly  produce  the  desired  end.  It  may  fail. 
Its  success,  as  is  obvious,  must  essentially  depend 
on  the  course  pursued  by  the  Treasury  Dcpartr 
ment.  But  its  tendency,  I  think,  must  be  to  jho* 
duce  good.  It  will.  I  hope,  be  a  proof  that  don- 
gresa  is  not  regardless  of  its  dutr.  It  will  be 
evidence  that  this  great  subject  has  not  passed 
without  notice.  It  will  record  our  determioaiion 
to  resist  the  introduction  of  a  moat  destruclivo 
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aad  miserable  policy  into  our  syqjtom,  aad  if 
there  be  any  saoction  or  authority  in  the  Con- 
stitution  and  the  law ;  if  there  he  any  regard  for 
jastice  and  equality ;  if  there  be  aay  care  for  the 
national  re  venae,  or  any  concern  for  the  pttblic 
interest,  let  gentlemen  eonaider  whether  they  Will 
relinquish  Skeit  seats  here,  before  this  or  sone 
other  measure  be  adopted. 

When  Mr.  W.  had  oonoluded,  Mr.  Ldswia 
mored  that  the  resolutions  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

A  debate*  of  much  length  and  no  little  warmth 
followed,  occupying,  in  a  great  degree,  the  ground 
uken  on  the  biU  on  the  aame  sulpect,  which  was 
yesterday  rejected-^the  friends  of  the  resoiuttons 
urging  tne  necessity  of  some  legislative  act  in  a 
matter  so  deeply  interesting  to  the  public  wad ; 
the  alarming  consequences  which  might  and 
probably  would  follow  from  adjourninff,  without 
doing  something  on  the  subject;  and  the  fact 
that  there  was  a  majoritir  yesteniay  in  favor  of 
the.bill,  but  accidentally  aose&t  when  the  question 
was  decided :  and  the  opponents  of  the  measure 
protesting  against  it,  as  well  from  its  objectiona- 
ole  nature  as  against  attempting  it,  when  there 
were  so  few  members  remamingi  and  after  the 
question  had  been  decided  by  the  Honae^  tn  the 
rejection  of  the  bill  yesterday.  The  gentlemen 
who  spoke  against  pc^tponemeot.and  in  favor  of 
the  resolutions,  were  Metsrs.  CALBomi,  Qaos- 

VBNOR,  AlBZANDBBjMoSBLGT,  PlOKBRINO,  LtON, 

CofaPBFBR,  QoLoanoBOuciH,  HARDiif,  and  Shbp- 
fbt;  those  who  opposed  the  resolnttons  were 
Messrs.  Lbwis,  Shitb,  of  Maryland,and  Wri0BT. 

At  the  close  of  the  debate,  Mr.  Lbwm  with- 
drew his  motion  for  postponement. 

Mr.  WsBSTBB,  after  observing  that  it  was  in 
compliance  with  the  wishes  of  gendemen  friendly 
to  the  general  object  of  the  resolutions,  but  aveise 
to  the  adoption  of  the  two  first,  withdrew. those 
two. 

Mr.  Calboum  proposed  to  amend  the  remain- 
ing resolntioa  by  eztendinff  its  provieioBs  to- the: 
notes  of  all  banks  which  should,  at  tlie  time  •spe- 
cified therein,  pay  their  notes  in  specie  on  demand.: 

Mr.  WfiBBTBR  saw  no  necessity  for  thw  mUcImI* 
meot,  and  it  would  be  better,  be  thoiijjht,  toleave 
it  for  a  Treasury  regulation.  It  might  bfeippen 
that  a  bank,  pretending  to  pay  specif  arigihtBend: 
its  notes  to  a  great  distance^  where,  if  tlMfrwere 
offered  in  pavment,  it  would  be  imposskbleto  as- 
certain whether  they  were  redeemable  with  spe- 
cie or  not. 

Mr.  CaLHOirN  acreed  thai  it  was  not  eeees- 
sary,  because  the  Treasury  had  already  exercised 
the  power,  and  it  might  very  well  be  left  with 
the  Secretary  still;  but  he  had  offered  theamisttd- 
ment  to  meet  the  wishes  of  other  gentlemen. 
As,  however,  it  was  objected  to,  he  wonld  not 
press  it,  and  therefore  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ikiaryland,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  *' first  of  February,'' and  insert  the  "first  of 
March-"    Negatived— ayes  58,  noes  53. 

Mr.  PiGXBNB,  after  some  introductory  remarks, 
Qfknd  the  following  amendment : 

**  All  banks  and  banking  institntiotts,  wbosenottti 


may  have  been  received  in  the  c^Ieotkn  ef  taxes  or 
other  daes  in  behalf  of  the  United  Stales  to  pay  tiM 
saSM  nelesin  gold  er  mhrtr,  or  in  TiessurynOttevf 
the  Bank  ^  the  United  Stetes." 

The  amendment  was  opposed  bv  Me^rs.  Ett- 
w^ABOB,  Oalbodk,  ami  Milnob,  ana  supported  at 
some  length  by  Mr.  Pickbus,  and  negatived  "by 
a  large  majority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PiTltiN,  who  remarked  that 
a  few  days  would  be  of  much  importance  to  the 
baakB  in  preparing  for  the  parmeat  of  their  notes, 
the  ^^twentieth^'  was  inserted  instead  of  the  first 
of  February. 

Mr.  Waiobt  moved  the  fotlowii^  demise  ifier 
the  word  *' declared,"  in  t^ie  eleventh  line  df  the 
third  resolution : 

*'  Or  any  &6tes  of  any  banks  Which  have  been  or 
which  shall  hereafter  be  paid  by  the  United  States  &r 
any  debt  due,  or  demand  by  the  siud  United  Staica.'* 

Mr.  Edwabdb  had  no  direction  to  the  amend* 
ment,  if  the  mover  would  designate  the-modc'bf 
which. the  tKHes  paid  aw«y  1^  rhe  Goverameat 
could  be  identified*  Witho«rt  that,  the  ankead- 
ment  would  be  useless. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  replied,  that  it  would  be  veiy<ee!$f 
to  aiscertain  the  notes  so  paid  by  marking^  them 
in  a  way  to'be  identified,  and  that  that  dimeelty' 
coftld  be  readily  obviated.  He  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  theqoestion,which  were  re- 
fused ;  and  the  amendment  Wdis  rejected  almost 
unanimously. 

Mr.  QoLDBBOBOuoH  theu  moved  to  insert  the 
following  words  after  the  word  "  necessary,"  in 
the  fourth  line  of  the  third  resolution,  so  as  to  read 

**  Such  measuna  as  he  may  deem  aeoessaiy,  to  pay 
all  claims  against  the  United  States  in  legal  moaev,'^>r 
such  Treasuiy  notes  as  may  hereafter  be  acceptaue  to 
ihe  parties  having  such  claims  against  the  United 
States.'* 

This  motion  produced  a  good  deal  of  discna- 
sion,  in  which  Messrs.  Ingham,  Pitkin,  Cadt. 
and  Wbbstbb,  opposed  the  amendment;  and 
Messrs.  Golobsobouob  and  Wbioht  advocated 
it.  Mr.  W.  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question,  which  were  afain  refused;  and  the 
amendment  was  negatived  without  a  divisioa. 

Th6  qdestitin  on  ordering  the  resolution  to  be 
engrossed  and.  read  a  third  tiine^  was  decided  in 
the  albrmattve — yeas  ^d,  nays  35,  as  foUowa: 

Yaias  MeasHfc  Adtpite,  Alexander,  Alhcrteo,  Bte, 
'  Basaelt,  -  Bdaa^iadbaiyy  .Biedbenridge,  'Biowdi  Oady» 
Cattrina^  O&smpiMlt  OhappeU^  (Hupnua^OiUer,  Oon** 
diot».Oiei|^ltan^  Oalp«per>  OuOiheif,  Dav^Mntr  <8d« 
wards,  Forney,  Gaston,  Qoldibemagh,  6feiffin«  Gtia* 
▼enor.  Hale,  Hardin,  Hawes,  HendeMon,  Heilmt, 
Hoger,  Hungeifoid,  Inghsm,  Johnson  of  Virginiav 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent^  Langdont  Love,  Lovet^ 
Lowndes,  Lompkin,  Lyon,  Marsh,  Ma3rrant,  McKei^' 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Afiddleton,  MoMley,  Nelson 
of  Masiachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Noyes, 
Ormsby,  Parris,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Reed^ 
Reynoldi,  Rnggles,  Schenck,  Sharpe,  Sheffey,  Smidi 
of 'Maryland,  Steams,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Tsg* 
gart,  Tau),  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Telfair,  Vose, 
Ward  of  New  York,  Webster,  Wilcox,  WiUoCghl^, 
andWoodwaid. 
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Nati— M68RV.  Archer,  Bennett,  Bette,  Birdetll, 
Brooke,  Biyan,  Celdwell,  Clayton,  Glendennin,  Clop- 
ten,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Darlington,  Hahn,  Hall,  Heie- 
ter«  IVwin  of  PennsyWania,  Lewii^  Lyle,  Milnor,  Pick- 
ens, Roane,  Root,  SaTage,  Southard,  Tate,  Throop, 
Ward  of  MaasachueetU,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  Williama, 
Thomas  Wilson,  William  Wilson,  Wright,  and  Yates. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-dav,  and  was  forthwith  read  a  third  time 
and  passeo— yeas  71,  nays  34,  as  follows: 

Ymau — ^Messrs.  Adgate,  Alexander,  Baer,  Boas,  Brad- 
bury, Breckenridge,  Brown,  Cady,  Calhoun,  Cham- 
fdon,  Chsppell,  Cilley,  Condict,  Creighton,  Colpeper, 
Cothbert,  Davenport,  Edwards,  Forney,  Gaston,  Goids- 
horough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Hei^ 
bert,  Huger,  Hongerford,  Ingham,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent,  Langdon,  Love,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Marsh,  May  rant,  McKee, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Middleton,  Moseley,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Newton,  Noyes,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
PJeasants,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Ruggles,  Schenck,  Sharpe, 
Bbeflby,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Steams,  Strong,  Stuart, 
Slarges,  Taggart,  Taul,  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Te^ 
ftir,  Tucker,  Voae,  Webster,  Wilcox,  and  WiUoughby. 

Natb:— Messrs.  Archer,  Bennett,  Birdsall,  Brooks, 
Bryan,  CaMweU,  Clayton^lendennin,  ClopCon,  Ciaw- 
lord,  Darlington,  Hahn,  Hall,  Heiater,  Iiwin  of  Pa., 
Lewis,  Lyle,  Milnor,  Pickens,  Randolph,  Roane,  Root, 
Savage,  Southard,  Tate,  Throop,  Ward  of  Massachu- 
setts, Whiteside,  WUkin,  Williams,  Thomas  Wilson, 
William  Wilson,  Wright,  and  Tates. 

Ordered^  That  the  iitie.be  '' a  resolotioo  rela- 
tive to  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the  public 
laveaqe." 


Saturday,  April  87. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  discharged  from  a  farther  consideration 
of  the  several  petitions  and  documents  referred 
to  them,  and  upton  which  they  have  not  reported, 
and  that  the  said  petitions  and  documents  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  RoBBRTSOM  submitted  the  following  prop- 
osition to  amend  the  Standing  Rules  and  Orders 
of  the  House ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Rttolvtdt  That,  at  the  commencement  of  any  future 
session  of  Congress,  a  standing  committee  be  appoint- 
ed, consisting  of  se^en  members,  to  be  denonunated 
^  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,"  whose  doty 
it  shall  be  to  take  into  consideration  all  private  claims 
to  land  which  may  be  referred  to  them,  or  shall  or  nay 
oome  in  question,  and  to  report  their  opinion  there- 
vpoD,  together  with  such  propoaitiona  for  relief  thereb, 
•a  to  them  shall  seem  eipedient 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims  be  discharged  from  a  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  several  petitions  to  them 
referred,  and  upon  which  they  have  not  reported, 
and  that  the  said  petitions  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
he  discharged  from  a  further  consideration  of  the 
aeveral  subjects  to  them  referred,  and  upon  which 
they  have  not  reported,  and  that  the  same  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  Hoaae  a  letter 


from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury^,  enclosing 
sundry  documents  explanatory,  and  in  jollifica- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  that  branch  of  the  Depart- 
ment in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Colonel 
James  Thomas,  late  a  Deputv  Quartermaster  Geo- 
eral  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "to  increase  the  sal- 
ary of  the  Register  of  the  Treasurer,  and  to  allow 
bim  compensation  for  his  agency  in  couotersieii- 
ing  and  issuing  Treasury  notes,"  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  ''authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  employ  a 
skilful  assistant  in  the  Corps  of  Engineers,"  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-day.  The  resolution  was  read  a  third  time  ac- 
cordingly, and  passed. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  ^  coneerning  tne  owners,  officers,  and  crew 
of  the  late  privateer  Roger,"  were  read,  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  '*  making  an  appropriation  for  enclosing 
and  improving  the  public  square  near  the  Capi- 
tol," and  to  abolish  the  office  of  Commissioners  of 
the  Public  Buildings,  and  of  Superintendent,  and 
for  the  appointment  of  one  Commissioner  for  the 
Public  Buildings,  being  under  consideration,  a 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Cbappbll,  that  the  said 
bill  and  amendments  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Chappbll, 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  Grosvbnob  and  Mr.  Cal- 
BOON,  and  negatived  almost  unanimously.  The 
said  amendments  were  then  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  to  establish  post  roads  were  read  and  con- 
curred in,  except  toe  third  amendment,  which  was 
disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "fixing  the  cooipeosafion  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  making  a  temporary  provision  for 
the  clerks'  employed  in  their  offices,"  were  read, 
and  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  luiendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  *'  for  the  confirmation  of  claims  to  land  in 
the  western  district  of  Louisiana,"  were  read,  and 
concorred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "for  the  appointment  of  a  surveyor  of  the 
public  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Illinois  and 
Missouri,"  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
resolution  ''to  indemnify  Jabez  Mowry  and  oth- 
ers," were  read, and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  ^  for  the  relief  of  David  Coffin,  Samuel  aad 
Willitm  Rodman,  and  Samuel  Rodman,  jr."  waa 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  ''for  the  relief  of  Peter  Aadrain,"  was  read, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to>^ay. 
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The  amend nents  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bili  **for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States/'  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  HoQte. 

The  amendments  proposed  bv  the  Senate  to  the 
hill  ^authorizing the  Judgesor  the  Circuit  Court 
of  the  District  of  Coiumbia  to  prepare  a  code  of 
jurisprudence  for  the  said  DistrieV'  "^^^^  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  allow 
drawbacks  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled  and  sum 
refined  within  the  United  States,"  was  read  tne 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bili  from  the  Senate  **  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation of  the  superintendents  of  the  manufac- 
tories of  arms  at  Springfield  and  Harper's  Ferry," 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  '*  for  settling  the  com- 

Crnsaiion  of  the  commissioners,  clerk,  and  trans* 
tor,  of  the  board  of  land  claims^  in  the  Elaatern 
and  Western  districts  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
now  State  of  Louisiana,"  was  read  the  third  lime, 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  resolution  fixing 
the  time  for  an  adjournment  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  with  an  amendment,  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House ;  and  they 
inftbt  on  their  amendments  to  the  bill  **  filing  the 
compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
making  a  temporary  provision  for  the  clerks  in 
their  offices." 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  making 
appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee 
nation  of  Indians,  concluded  at  Washinffton  the 
22d  day  of  Marchj  1816,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  '*  supplementary  to  the  sev- 
eral acts  organizing  the  office  of  Accountant  of 
the  War  Department."  was  read  tbi  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Ordered^  That  the  title  be  "An  act  supplement- 
ary to  an  act  making«alterations  in  the  Treasury 
and  War  Depsrtments,  passed  the  8ih  day  of  May, 
1792." 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
resolution  flzin^  the  time  for  an  adjournment  of 
the  present  session  of  Congress,  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows:  Strike  out  "  Saturday  the  20ih,"  and 
insert  '^  Tuesday  the  30tb." 

Bemdved,  That  this  House  agree  to  the  said 
amendment. 

The  House  again  proceeded  to  consider  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
**  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atiTes,and  making  a  temporary  provision  for  the 
clerks  in  their  offices."    Whereupon, 

lUfolved^  That  this  House  insist  on  their  disa- 
sreement  to  the  first  and  third,  and  do  recede 
from  their  disagreement  to  the  second  of  the  said 
amendments. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
be  discharged  from  a  further  considaraiion  of  ihe 


bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  certain  claims 
for  the  services  of  the  militia,  and  that  the  said 
bill  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

Ordered,  That  the  engrossed  bill  supplement- 
ary to  the  act  to  encourage  vaccination,  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
be  discharsed  from  a  further  consideration  of  the 
report  of  thf  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  President's  Message  of 
the  20th  January  last,  recommending  the  ratifi- 
cation of  certain  donations  of  land  made  by  the 
friendly  Creek  Indians  to  Qeneral  Andrew  Jack- 
son, Colonel  Benjamin  Hawkins,  and  others,  and 
that  the  said  report  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  '*  for  the 
relief  of  John  Holkar,  formerly  Consul  Gkneral 
of  France  to  the  United  States ;  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  without 
amendment. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Chappell  that  the 
bill  be  postponed  indefinitely ;  which  was  ne^* 
tived,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-dav.  The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time 
accordingly  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  when  the  House  adjourns,  it 
adjourn  to  meet  again  on  Monday  next,  at  11 
o'clock 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  whom  is  committed,  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  lease  out  public 
lands  containing^  mines  of  the  precious  metals, 
and  the  bill  to  establish  a  National  University,  be^ 
discharged  from  a  further  consideration  thereof, 
and  that  the  said  bills  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
be  discharged  from  a  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  authorizing  payment  to  the  widow  of  El  bridge 
Qerry,  deceased,  late  Vice  President  of  the  Uniial 
Stales,  of  half  of  scich  salary  as  would  have  been 
payable  to  him  during  the  residue  of  the  term  for 
which  he  was  elected,  had  he  so  long  lived ;  the 
bill  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  unchartered  bank 
notes  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  the  bill  to 
extend  the  patent  granted  to  Andrew  Law  for  an 
improvement  in  printing  music ;  the  bill  to  appro- 
priate the  marriage  license  tax  within  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  the 
bHi  providing  for  reprinting  the  collection  of 
land  laws ;  the  report  of  the  Uommittee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  upon  the  petition  of  Elisha  Talbott, 
and  others;  and  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  upon  the  subject  of  revenue 
and  that  the  said  bills  and  reports  be  postponed 
indefinitely. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  en  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  concern* 
ing  the  annual  sum  appropriated  for  arming  and 
equipping  the  militia;^'  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  bill  was  reported  without  amendment, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day.  It 
was  accordingly  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  office  of 
Accountant  in  the  Department  of  State;  and 
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jafter  some  time  speot  iheie&a,  tbe  bill  was  reported 
with  an  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  postponed 
indefinitely. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committ^  of  the  Whole 
be  discharged  from  a  further  coosideration4>f  the 
bill  esuUishing  the  Patent  Office ;  providing  the 
.means  of  further  encouragement  to  *^auth^snnd 
inventors,"  and  guarding  more  efiiectually  4«ainst 
frauds  and  impositions  hj  patentees ;  and  that 
the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  further  insist  on  their  first  a^d 
third  amendments  to  the  bill  ^'  fixing  the  compen- 
^tion  of  the  Secretary  4>f  the  Senate  and  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatifes,  and  makiog  a 
temporary  prorision  for  the  clerks  employed  in 
their  offices,"  and  ^k  a  conference  upon  the  sub* 
ject-matter  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
£[ouses  upon  the  said  amendment,  to  which  eow- 
foreoce  they  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
part. 

The  House  pcoceeded  to  consider  the  aaid  mes- 
sage: whereupon, 

^geaolved,  That  this  House  further  insist  on 
their  disagieeing  to  ^he said  firstjind  third  amend* 
ments,  and  agree  to  the  conference  asked  by  the 
Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
be  discharged  from  a  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  *'  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
fepresentatives  of  Igoace  Chalmet  Delino,  de- 
ceased," and  that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  in* 
definitely. 

Orfkrtd,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
be  discharged  from  a  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  adjusting  the  claims  to 
land  and  establishing  a  land  office  tor  the  districts 
of  lands  lying  east  of  the  Mississippi  river  and^ 
inland  of  New  OrleanSi"  and  that  the  said  hill  be' 
pMpoaed  indefinitely. 

VACCINATION. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  to 
encourage  vaccination. 

Mr.CoNDiGT  introduced  an  amendment, enjoin* 
ing  it  as  a  duty  on  the  Secretaries  of  the  War 
and  Navy  Departments,  to  cause  all  the  soldiers 
and  seamen  forthwith  to  be  vaccinated,  who 
should  not  furnish  proof  of  having  had  small  pox, 
or  the  vaccine  disease.  In  support  of  this  motion, 
Mr.  C.  stated,  that  the  small  pox  broke  out  among 
the  crew  of  the  Querriere  at  Naples ;  twelve  had 
the  disease,  four  of  whom  died.  During  the  same 
cruise,  a  case  of  small  pox  occurred  on  board  the 
Congress  frigate  on  the  9th  of  October,  1815.  the 
infection  having  probably  been  received  at  Mal- 
aga, which  place  the  ship  left  the  25th  September. 
The  crew  was  mustered  on  the  I7th  and  eighty- 
five  persons  inoculated,  ot  whom  sixty-seven  had 
the  disease.  From  these  facts,  Mr.  C.  presumed 
the  House  would  see  the  utility  of  the  proposed 
amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to  ;  as  well  as  one 
offered  also  by  Mr.  C.  to  extend  the  duration  of 
the  act  to  seven  instead  of  three  years. 


The  amendmants  were  teparted  to  the  Heme ; 
when  Mr.  Habdim  mpved  theiadefinice  postpoB^ 
ment  of  due  bill.  After  some  debate,  this  aaoiiMi 
was  negatived  by  a  large  majority;  andtkftfioane 
adjourned. 

MowixAT,  April  29. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  asd 
Means  be  dischar|^  from  a  farther  consideration 
of  f he  several  subjects  to  them  referred,  and  upoa 
which  they  have  not  reported. 

The  House  proceedea  to  consider  the  resolsi* 
tion  submitted  by  Mr.  Rosbbtsoit,  on  the  {HTth 
instant,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  standing 
rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  which  being  again 
read,  was  amended,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
as  follows : 

Reeohed,  That  at  the  oommencement  of  each  fa- 
tare  sessioB  of  Ottngrass,  a  standing  cmnniitCee  be  ap- 
pointed,  caiwisiing  of  five  nembsn,  to  be  denoiidm^ed 
« the  Csesmittee  on  PriTale  Land  Claims^"  whcee  dv^ 
it  shall  bale  take  into  eenaidaratioB  all  claiotf  4e  land, 
which  may  be  referred  to  them^  or  shsJ^  or  maj  roaaa 
in  auMtio&,  and  to  leport  their  opinioa  themapan,  to- 
gether with  each  psopositknis  lor  atlief  thaBBin,.aa4o 
them  shall  seem  expedient. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TaoMAS  WiliSOJIi 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Publie  Ex- 
penditures be  discharged  from  a  further  coaaid- 
eration  of  the  letter  and  documents  of  Qeaeidl 
William  Hepry  Harrison,  and  that  the  same)  to* 
gether  with  the  communicatioBs  and  docnmenta 
presented  to  the  committee,  on  the  sajoe  subject, 
be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  thai  he 
be  instructed  to  report  thereon  to  this  House  «i 
their  next  session. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  biU  of  this 
House  "  to  allow  drawback  of  duties  on  sptfita 
distilled  and  sugar  refined  within  the  Uailed 
Stales,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  aak 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fiLxing  the 
compensation  of  the  Chaplidns  of  Congress,"  in 
which  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  Hovae. 
And  they  insist  upon  their  first  and  third  amend-^ 
ments  to  the  bill  from  this  House,  fixing  ihe 
compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representativea» 
aad  makinj;  a  temporary  provision  for  the  elerfcs 
employed  in  their  offices,  with  the  amendmeni 
recommended  by  the  Managers  at  the  ODnferenne 
on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Haboin,  from  the  Managers  at  the  ccnlar- 
ence  on  the  disagreeing  votes  oi  the  two  Hooaes, 
upon  the  bill  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Repre^ntatives,  ana  making  a  temporary  pro- 
vision for  the  clerks  employed  in  their  oflSeesi 
reported  that  the  conferees  recomm^ded-^ 

"*  That  the  House  Qf  Representatives  mndr 
from  their  disagreement  to  the  first  and  third 
amendments,  and  that  the  bill  be  further  amend- 
ed by  inserting  after  the  word  ^  effect,'  in  the  laat 
line  thereofi  the  following  words :  *  And  oottlinHe 
in  fbrce  for  two  years." 
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Tke  House  then  prooctJod  lo  ooosider  tiM  wM 
ffoportoodMnendaieot;  wieroapoo, 

Mmohfed,  That  this  Hoose  recede  from  their 
diaej^eemeat  to  the  said  first  and  third  ameDd- 
Beats,  with  the  amendment  lo  the  bill  reeom- 
mended  by  the  conferees. 

The  amondment  proposed  bf  the  Seoaietothe 
hill  '^  to  allow  drawaack  of  duties  on  spirits  dis- 
lUled  asd  sugar  refined  within  the  United  States,^ 
was  read,  and  eommitted  to  «  Coofrmittae  of  the 
Whole  to-day. 

The biU  from  the  Senate  "  fixing  tbeoooipen* 
sation  of  the  Chaplains  of  Gougress,"  was  read 
the  first  and  seeond  tiose.  and  cooiilHtted  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  last  appointed. 

Ordend^  That  she  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  H.  Peaslee,  Nathan  B.  Haswell,and  Rus- 
sell  Jones ;  and  the  bill  from*  ibe  Senate  **  eon- 
oeratag  the  libsarjr  of  Congress,  be  discharged 
from  a  farther  consideration  thereof,  and  that  the 
said  billa  be  postponed  inde^itely. 
•»The  Sfbakkb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
fkom  the  Prcaideiitof  the  United  States,  oomma- 
sioating  certain  information  called  for  respeetiag 
the  number  of  American  prisoners  at  Dartmoor, 
which  had  been  impressed,  4bc.;  which,  with  the 
docomeots,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  aapfdementary  to  the  act  to  encour- 
age vaceii»tioD,  which  was  under  consideration 
at  the  time  of  adjoarameitt  on  Saturday,  was 
taken  up. 

A  motion  wsas  made  that  the  bill  he  indefinite- 
ly jnestpaofd. 

The  postponeaicat  was  supported  by  Mr.  Was- 
BTsa  and. Mr.  PioKisufo  on  Tartous  grounds, 
aoooanecled  with  any  view  of  obstmoting  the 
disaeminatiott  of  the  vaccme  matter ;  the  want 
of  time  to  deliberate  on  the  provisions  of  the 
hill;  the  dottbt  whether  Coagvess  could  oeosti- 
tutionaily.  appropriate  monef  for  euch  purposes, 
4e.  The  jxistponemeot  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
WBiQBtr  and  CcHiDicT.  who  replied  to  the  gentle- 
meo  above  named ;  «iler  which  the  motion  was 
agreed  toj  :and  the  hill  indefinitely  postpoaed*— - 
ayes  49.  noes  48L 

The  bill  t6  inorcaaeshe  eSlavy  of  the: Register 
of  the  Treasury,  [from  t^400  to  93,000J  and  to 
oompeoaate  htm  fiir  signing  Treasury  notes, 
passed  through  &  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
in  wiiich  tm  alhnaaoce  for  signing  Treasury 
notas^wos,  oaaiotioB  of  Mr.  L<mwi>Be)  stt ieken 
out.  The  Hoose  concurred  ia  the  amendment, 
and  ordered  the  hiM  to  a  third  reading ;  which 
was  snhseqoeittly^reada  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Hojise  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Seaala  '*to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  i^eter  Ao- 
draia;''  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  reported  their  agreement  to  the  said 
amandment.«-The  amendment  was  then  con- 
corred  in  by  the.  House. 

The  Houseiesolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  ameadsBoat  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  thebill  "  to  allow  drawback  of  datiee 


United  States ;"  and  on  the  hill  from  the  Senate 
^  fixing  the  compeDeatton  of  the  Chaplains  of 
Congress;"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  reported  their  agreement  lo  the 
said  amendment,  as  also  the  said  hiH  without 
attttidment. — The  amendment  was  then  ooh* 
eurredthhy  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  '^fisiojgrthe  compeasa* 
tion  of  the  Cbaplanisof  Congress,'^  he  read  a  third 
time  to^ay.  The  bill  was  accordingly  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  whom  is  eoonnitted  the  bills  from  the 
Senate,  "for  the  relief  Jacob  Babbitt  and  John 
Deaois,"  and  **  providing  for  the  publication  of 
the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  f  the  hill  <<  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Lawveoce 
and  others,  merchants  of  New  York.^'  and  the  re^ 
port  of  the  select  committee  respecttng  the  ve- 
mainsof  the  late  General  Qeorge  WAaaiiroiYHi, 
be  discharged  from  &  further  consideration  them* 
of.  and  that  the  said  bUls  and  report  he  postponed 
indefinitely. 

Mr.  Picnmi»o  submitted  the  following  propo* 
siticm  of  amendment  to  the  staadiog  rules  and  or- 
ders of  the  House;  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table : 

Resolved,  That  the  fi>Ilowing  be  added  to  the  rules 
and  orders  of  the  House: 

I.  All  staodiBg  eomaittees,  except  the  Gommiltee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  shall  ooosist  esch  of  fi?e  rness- 
beiSy  and  no  member  shall  be  put  on  merethaa  one 
staadiBg  eoasmitteeat  the  same  time. 

%  Oftbejounsaisefthsfionse.pzitttad  from  day  4ft 
day  while  Geagiess  iein  aeawoot  tea  eepiss  only  shall 
be  deltnved  ia  sheets,  and  these  shaU  be  in  thseae* 
tody  of  the  Clerk* 

3.  Daily,  while  the  House  is  ia  sessioii.  the  pestof* 
fice  attached  to  itsbsjl  be  and  ooiktiAue  shuti 

P08T  OFFICE  IN  YXaTWATION. 

Mr.  CcTLPapiH,  after  expressing  his  desire  that 
the  House  would  go  into  consideratton  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  pronounce  some  opinion  upon  it,  moved 
that  the  Oemmittee  of  the  Whole  be  discharged 
from  the  conaideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation  into  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the 
(General  Post  Ofiice,  that  the  same  might  be 
brought  at  once  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Root  suggested  the  propriety  of  referriog 
the  subject  to  the  President  of  the  united  States, 
iwho  would  investigate  the  report,  the  eridenee, 
:dcc..  and  do  justice  to  tlte  parties  concerned. 

Mr.  CobPBFBH  opposed  this  course.  The  Post- 
master General  had  asked  of  the  House  the  in- 
vestigation, which  had  in  part  been  acted  oo,  and 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to' prosecute  the  in- 
quiry. It  was  his  misfortune  to  know  a  great 
deal  of  this  affair,  and  he  wished  it  taken  up  in 
this  House,  that  it  might  be  amply  developed  and 
fully  acted  on. 

Mr.  McKbb  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  propri- 
ety of  taking  up  the  subject,  UDconnected  with 
the  merits  of  the  case.    He  adverted  to  a  fact' 
which  had  come  to  his  kttowledaw*-the  dismissal 
of  some  of  the  clerks  from  the  Post  Oilce ;  and 


on  spirits  diaiiUedand  ^nigar-sefiaed^ilhin  tho'ihe  should  be  glad  to  leara  whether  that  had  been 
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4oD6  iQ  eoDs^qaeoce  of  any  ftets  they  had  dis- 
closed, or  whether  it  appeared  to  the  com  mil  tee 
that  those  men  possessed  -  any  evidence  which 
their  dismissal  miffht  be  ioteoded  to  prevent. 

Mr.  Wriobt.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  a  little 
surprised  at  the  present  effort  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Cau^spEa) 
to  bring  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
Qenecal  Post  Office,  aAet  the  honorable  chairman 
of  that  committee  has  gone  home  with  leave,  and 
a  week  after  this  House  has  sent  their  resolntion 
to  the  Senate  to  adjourn — especially  when  it  is  a 
fact  of  notoriety,  that  the  honorable  chairman  of 
that  committee  bad  made  several  abortive  efforts 
to  take  up  that  reports  There  must  be  some 
secret  spring  to  this  untimely  attempt  to  take  up 
a  subject  of  so  much  moment.  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
manner  that  this  subject  was  brought  before  this 
House^  so  highly  honorable  to  the  head  of  that 
Department,  tests  the  feelings  of  that  highly  hon- 
orable officer,  that  the  character  of  that  office 
should  not  only  be  pure,  but  unsuspected.  He 
therefore  sought  the  investigation,  which  has 
eventuated  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
evidence  of  the  facts,  which  wi-U  show  that  tfaej 
were  not  of  an  order  to  induce  an  unkind  suspi- 
cion of  any  impurity  in  any  of  the  officers  in  the 
estahlish men ty  unless  in  the  nuksontents,  who,  by 
their  indirections  and  false  clamors,  have  evinced 
a  disposition  to  undermine  their  superiors,  and 
thereby  gain  a  grade  for  themselve»— bat  who,  by 
this  timely  inquiry,  have  been  disappointed,  and, 
for  their  false  clamor,  have  been  themselves  re- 
moved. I  heard  with  pleasure  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  Messrs.  Cbbiobton,  PipKBEiNtf,  and 
PORNBT,  members  of  the  committee,  going  all 
lengths  to  testify  their  sense  of  the  correct  con- 
duct of  the  officers  complained  of.  They  charge 
Mr.  Bradley  with  being  a  contractor  to  carry  toe 
mall  by  a  contract  with  the  Postmaster -General, 
Mr.  Granger,  although  Mr.  Bradley  declined  soch 
a  copartnership,  but  by  the  express  approbation 
of  Mr.  Granger.  They  charge  that,  after  that 
contract  was  closed,  the  compensation  was  greatly 
increased  by  an  additional  article,  but  on  inquiry 
it  is  found  that  the  same  additional  article  of  com- 

Eensation  contained  an  extension  of  the  route 
eyond  the  additional  compensation.  They 
charge,  also,  that  Mr.  Bradley  caused  the  moneys 
paid  into  the  Post  Office,  to  be  deposited  in  a 
bank,  to  which  he  had  been  chosen  president. 
Sir,  the  honorable  selection  of  that  gentleman  to 
be  the  president  of  a  bank,  is  strong  evidence  of 
the  integrity  of  his  character;  and,  sir,  if  the  money 
of  the  public  were  necessarily  to  be  deposited  in 
some  bank  for  safe-keeping,  and  for  the  facility 
of  disbursement,  can  any  man  be  of  opinion  that 
they  would  not  be  as  safe  there,  under  the  double 
responsibility  of  the  officer  who  was  to  direct  the 
deposites,  as  well  as  the  disbursements?  And, 
sir,  if  any  profit  could  arise  to  the  officer  at  the 
head  of  the  bank,  can  it  be  an  objection  with  any 
honorable  man^  that  he  should  be  excluded  from 
that  benefit^  becau$e  he  was  high  in  the  confidence 
of  the  nation,  where,  it  is  well  known|  l^e  had 
lofig  been  a  perfect  drudger?    And,  sir,  it  is  well 


known  that  the  Post  Office  defMsit es  were  always 
made  in  that  bank,  and  long  before  the  selection 
of  Mr.  Bradley  to  be  the  president — ^and  woold 
any  man  feel  disposed  to  remove  the  depositee 
because  Mr.  Bradlev  was  pnt  at  the  head  of  that 
bank? 

Mr.  Gbosveror  thought,  if  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, after  askinft  the  investigation^  had  discharged 
clerks  With  a  yew  to  prevent  the  remainder  of 
the  clerks  from  giving  testimony,  it  was  a  high 
contempt  of  this  House,  and  deserved  its  severe 
animadversion.  He  did  not  know  such  was  the 
fact— he  had  no  evidence  of  it  but  common  report. 

Mr.  JoBNBoif ,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  this  wan 
a  subject  in  the  estimation  of  the  member  from 
North  Carolina  (Mr.  Cdlpbpbr)  sufficiently  im- 
portant to  arrest  all  other  business  before  the 
House.  It  is  a  little  astonishing,  said  Mr.  J.,  that 
a  member,  impressed  with  this  importance,  and 
which  he  would  not  deny,  should  make  such  a 
motion  one  day  only  previons  to  the  close  of  the 
session,  when  the  House  had  belore  it  a  great 
number  of  bills,  which  it  was  indispensable  to  M 
acted  upon  ^  not  only  this,  but  to  make  the  mocioa 
the  day  the  chairman  had  left  Congress,  and  not 
the  chairman  only,  but  other  members-^one  froia 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour,)  who  was  anxious  ta 
have  the  subject  before  the  House,  hat  which  the 
House,  on  several  occasions,  had  refused,  or  ne- 

Slectea  if  you  will,  to  uke  into  conuderation. 
Ir«  J.  said,  he  waa  equally  anxious  that  the  sub- 
ject should  be  investigated ;  yes,  thoroughly  in- 
vestii^ted ;  for  he  never  had  been  placed  in  a 
situation  where  he  was  afraid  to  accuse  or  aeqoit 
any  person,  if  it  became  his  duty  to  do  so.  To 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  geatieman  from  North 
Carolina,  he  said,  he  would  vote  to  rescind  the 
joint  resolution  of  adjoornmenl,  if  the  proposition 
was  made  i  for  no  member  could  believe  that  jus- 
tice could  be  done  to  either  party,  in  so  short  a 
time,  if  the  subject  was  so  important.  Mr.  J.  said, 
that  he  was  very  glad  to  find  that  the  honorable 
mover  knew  so  much.  Did  he  know  more  than 
the  commtttee  of  investigation  1  If  so,  how  ? 
Did  the  committee  refuse  testimony,  or  did  thef 
suppress  any  important  fact  ?  Mr.  J.  wished  to 
ask^ach  member  of  the  committee  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  he  wanted  to  know  if  the  committee 
agreed  to  the  report  unanimously,  or  was  the 
committee  divided?  These  were  inquiries  he 
should  make ;  and  if  the  member  from  North 
Carolina  kaew  more  than  thecommittee,  he  would 
inquire  from  what  source  he  obtained  his  infor- 
mation, and  why  such  information  was  withheld 
from  the  committee?  But  at  this  time  these  in- 
quiries could  not  be  made  of  all  the  ^committee, 
because  one-half  had  left  the  city. 

If  this  matter  was  not  brought  forward,  whose 
fault  waa  it?  It  was  in  the  power  of  any  mem- 
ber to  make  a  motion  at  any  time,  that  would 
have  inyolved  the  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the 
reporL  Those  very  members  were  to  blame, 
wbo  were  dissatisfied  with  the  coarse  the  chair- 
man pursued  in  calling  up  the  report,  when  the 
Speacer  read  the  order  jof  the  day  on  that  sub- 
ject; for  to  his.  knewledfa  the  ohainDaa  had 
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otlled  it  t%ioe,  and  on  neither  occasion  wonld 
the  Hooae  take  np  the  subjeet'-i-aDd  he  presumed 
because  the  more  pressing  concerns  of  toe  nation 
were  before  the  House.    If  that  was  the  reason, 
or  whatever  reason,  it  is  impossible,  said  Mr.  J., 
that  justice  can  be  done  to  the  parties  coocernedj 
at  this  time ;  nor  could  members  express  their 
sentiments,  which  he  was  desirous  to  do,  at  the 
close  of  the  session**  This  view  alone  would  pre-* 
Tent  him  from  rotinff  to  take  up  the  subject  now. 
Some  observations  had  been  made  in  reiatioo  to 
three  of  the  clerks  being  dismissed.    Mr.  J.  said| 
if  the  necessity  existed  for'  such  dismissal,  he  re- 
gretted that  necessity.    If  they  were  dismissed 
without  necessity,  he  would  stiJl  more  regret  the 
circumstance,  because,  deserved  or  not,  the  dis- 
missed clerks  would,  no  doubt,  feel  it  in  relation  to 
their  avocations.    But,  Mr.  J.  said,  who  was  the 
jadg^  on  this  occasion  ?    Who  had  the  power  of 
appointing  clerks  in  the  various  Rxecutive  offices, 
from  the  foundation  of  the  Gh) vernnient  ?  Was  it 
Congress,  or  the  Heads  of  Departments  1    Would 
it  be  proper  for  Congress  to  appoint  the  various 
elerksl  If  so,  they  would  then  nave  the  right  to 
dismiss.    Have  we  ever  had  an  inquinr  into  the 
causes  of  the  dismissal  of  any  officer  of  the  (Gov- 
ernment by  the  Executive,  or  the  dismissal  of  any 
clerk  by  the  Head  of  a  Department  1  He  believed 
no  such  case  could  be  adduced ;  of  course,  Mr.  J. 
said,  whether  he  considered  these  clerks  worthy 
of  confidence  or  not,  he  was  not  the  judge  of 
their  continuance  in  employment  s  it  was  the 
Postmaster  GkneraL    But,  say  gentlemen,  shall 
clerks  be  turned  out^  for  giving  evidence  in  an 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Department  to 
which  they  belong  ?    Mr.  J.  said  no,  they  should 
not  be  turned  out  for  speaking  the  truth — but  if 
they  made  false  accusations,  it  was  with  the  Head 
of  the  Department  to  judge  of  their  conduct,  and 
retain  them  or  dismiss  them,  as  he  thought  proper. 
In  saying  this,  Mr.  J.  did  not  intend  to  give  any 
opinion  on  the  ease,  because  the  Speaker  consid- 
ered it  out  of  order;  but  he  wanted  that  oppor- 
tunity, whenever  time  would  admit — nor  did  he 
wish  to  say  anything  to  injure  the  dismissed 
clerks.    He  did  not  know  them ;  he  wished  their 
condition  could  have  been  otherwise— he  had  no 
feeling  of  hostility  to  them.    But  it  had  been 
said  that  these  clerks  had  been  dismissed  while 
the  investigation  was  progressing,  and  because 
they  had  made  the  accusations.    Mr.  J.  said,  the 
fact  was  otherwise,as  to  the  pendency  of  the  inves- 
tigation.   It  was  a  fact  that  the  investigation  was 
OMSed  previously  to  their  dismissal ;  after  .their 
dismissal  he  understood  the  clerks  were  indig- 
nant, and  requested  to  be  brought  before  theeom- 
mittee  again ;  they  were  brooj9;ht  forward,  and 
also  had  access  to  thc^  Post  Ofl^e  books,  and  the 
ose  of  other  witnesseSi  and  he  understood  that 
the  additional  testimony  had  been  taken  and  re- 
potted by  the  committee,  and  was  now  before 
the  House. 

In  relation  to  the  dismissal  of  clerk*,  this  was 
the  principle  the  House  would  adopt,  that  is  to 
ny— the  House  would  inquire  whether  any  im- 
position had  been  pimotiicd  to  make  them  eoaeeai 


or  suppress  the  truth.  If  a  bribe,  or  any  reward 
should  be  offered  to  a  derkj-or  any  other  witness, 
to  conceal  the  truth,  or  suggest  a  falsehood,  such 
act  being  proven j  would  m  sufficient  to  consign 
such  officers  to  infamy  and  to  dismissal ;  or  the 
fact  that  a  clerk  was  threatened  with  dismissal,  if 
he  told  the  truth — such  a  charge,  from  respecta- 
ble authority,  would  demand  examination.  He 
should  vote  for  a  standing  committee  in  the  re- 
cess, or  during  the  session,  either,  to  make  in- 
quiries ;  but  no  such  fact  had  been  proven,  and 
no  such  suggestion  had  been  made. 

It  had  been  stated  that  the  olerks  told  the  com- 
mittee that  they  understood  they  were  to  be  dis- 
missed, and  when  dismissed  that  it  had  been  oa 
account  of  giving  evidence,  but  it  «ould  not  be 
on  account  of  any  fact  to  which  they  made  oath ; 
because,  with  all  their  testimony,  they  had  proved 
nothing  that  they  stated  they  could  prove.  So 
says  the  report ;  and  «ow  we  ask  if  the  com* 
mittee  suppressed  any  fact?  If  not,  then  no 
charge  has  been  proven.  Mr.  J.  said,  that  while 
he  would  at  every  hazard  maintain  his  independ- 
ence as  a  representative,  he  wonld  as  obstinately 
oppose  any  interference  with  Executive  duties.. 
Indeed,  said  Mr.  J.,  the  dismissal  of  the  clerks 
was  the  very  course  to  make  them  prove  every- 
thing that  could  be  proven  $  and  we  see,  from  the 
statements  of  members  of  the  committee,  thai  it 
had  the  efiect  of  a  request  on  the  part  of  the  dis- 
missed clerks  to  be  heard  ajj^in ;  they  were  heard 
again  as  to  the  investigation — therefore,  the  dis- 
missal could  not  have  been  with  a  view  to  pre- 
vent them  from  giving  all  the  information  in 
their  power;  and  with  all  that  additional  inceu'^ 
live  not  one  charge  had  been  proven,  unletn  a 
committee  of  seven  members  have  been  wanting 
in  their  duty.  'Nor  had  he  heard  a  suggestion 
from  any  of  the  committee,  that  any  of  the  charges 
had  been  proven.  There  was  one  subject  upon 
which  he  also  wished  to  express  his  views — as  to 
the  deposites  of  the  Post  Office,  and  the  regula- 
tion of  its  fiscal  concerns.  But  that  was  not  now 
in  order,  and  he  should  say  no  more. 

Mr«  PicKBHiiiQ  raid,  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Gbobvbnob)  considered  the  removal 
of  those  clerks  of  the  General  Post  Office  who 
had  appeared  as  accusers  in  relation  to  the  coo- 
duct  of  that  Department,  while  that  conduct  waa 
under  investigation  by  tne  orders  of  this  Hous^ 
as  a  contempt  of  the  House.  On  the  fact  assum- 
ed by  the  gentleman,  his  observation  must  be 
admitted  to  be  correct.  But  before  their  removal 
those  clerks  had  been  themselves  examined,  and 
the  committee  had  for  a  long  time  and  very  pa- 
tiently listened  to  the  statements,  and  summoned 
before  them  every  person  within  their  reach, 
whom  the  clerks  or  any  of  them  represented  as 
able  to  give  any  testimony  in  support  of  the  sug- 
gestions. Towards  the  close  of  the  investigation^ 
those  clerks  diaeovered  no  abatement  of  zeal,  in 
hunting  for  persons  who  had  ezchaiiged  any 
bank  notes  with  the  persons  accqsed.  But  most 
or  all  of  these  casea  oeeiured  prior  to  the  differ- 
ence in  value  of  the  notes  of  different  banks ;  and 
for  very  jmaU  sums,  aa  twenty  to  fifty,  and  once 
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Bmt  qfhe  HprnUgoOmL 


APBI^  t9m, 


for  a  handled  dollftr&  Hiesc  cKehatigts  ajpfMr 
tohavebeeD  made  to  accommodate  penonsia 
this  District,  by  gi^u^  ^^^Bk  District  aotes  or  these 
earrent  in  the  District  in  exehaage  for  Botes  of 
distant  banks.  But  it  did  not  appear  thftt  these 
exeh«igts  were  erer  made  with  pablic  moaey. 

Bat  whatever  may  be  the  just  constraction  of 
the  coadaot  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  said 
Mr.  P.,  in  dismissing  the  aeeasing  cierks^^they, 
or  some  ot  them,  most  certainly  be  deemed  to 
have  aoted  in  contempt  of  this  House ;  while  the 
investigation  was goii^ on,  and  he.believed  almost 
from  its  commencement,  partial  and  iniamoatory 
statements  were  furnished  to  the  editors  of  one 
or  more  newspapers,  which  were  republished  by 
others,  caleulated  to  make  improper  and  ionfeimd- 
ed  impf  emions  on  the  minds  of  afl  who  ncd  them. 
And  tnose  statements,  from  their  oanne,  most  be 
presumed  to  have  been  made  by  those  clerks,  or 
some  of  them. 

Mr.  Gbosvsnob,  in  r^iy  toMr.  Joavsoic  said, 
if  the  rule  was  once  established  that  tiiey  com 
not  inquire  into  such  transactions,  everv  officer 
of  the  Government  would  set  them  at  aefiance. 
and  might  do  injustice  with  impunity.  Heae* 
kaowledged  he  knew  of  no  lact  or  efideaoe  of 
improper  conduct  in  this  affair;  but  the  gentle- 
man himself  had  by  his  arguments  proved  the  ne- 
oessitv  of  resisting  conduct  such  as  had  been  men- 
tioned respecting  the  clerks.  Did  not  the  House 
see  it  was  holding  a  threat  over  the  beads  of  the 
reaoaiaing  clerks  to  prevent  them  from  givii^ 
testimony  ?  If  it  was  a  &0t,  it  would  rsqutre  the 
interferenee  of  the  House.  Admit,  said  Mr.  Q., 
that  you  have  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  dh^ 
cf  etion  of  the  Heads  of  Departments  unless  they 
touch  our  privileges,  still  this  is  a  case  requiring 
the  interference  of  Congress. 

Mr.  CaaioBVOM  said,  notwithstanding  the  ab- 
sence of  the  chairman  and  two  of  the  menders 
of  the  select  committee,  as  a  member  of  that  com- 
mittee he  should  be  gratified  that  Ike  Committee, 
of  the  Whole  should  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  report,  that  the  subject 
might  be  brought  before  the  House  forfuUexam- 
iaaiion ;  but  would  have  been  better  pleased  if 
the  House  had  indolffed  the  chairman  in  the 
call  made  by  him  a  £w  days  since  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  i«port,as  more 
time  for  discussion  would  have  been  afforded. 
The  committee  had  a  laborious  task  to  perform ; 
their  sittings  were  long  and  frequent,  and  many 
wttnesses  weie  examined.  He  believed  all  the 
clerks  in  the  Qeneral  Post  Office  were  MBaninedf 
the  books  and  papers  stated  bv  any  of  the  witnes- 
ses as-containing  evidence  relating  to  the  inqfuiry 
were  produced  and  submitted  to  the  clerks  calling 
for  the  same,  to  improve  as  evidence  $  the  names 
of  nuiny  individuate  were  furnished  by  the  clerks 
as  witnesses,  and  in  every  instance  they  were 
summoned  and  carefully  examined.  After  the 
examination  was  closed  three  cleiks  in  the  Qeneral 
Post  Office  were  dismissed,  as  they  afterwards 
informed  the  committee,  and  requested  to  bC' 
again  heard.  The  committee,  anxious  to  affisM 
the  fullest  opportunity,  eoavened  and  heard  the 


stateaunts  Ihey  had  to  anke^  and  at  their  instance 
sunMmened  .several  witnesses,  who  atccftded  and 
testified  Mote  them.  The  books  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice were  again  -  produced,  on  the  anggestten  tff 
one  of  the  derksi  which  he  saidoontained  iasport- 
ant  tesdmeoy»from  ithich  no  testimony  was-sob- 
mitted  to  the  committee  that  had  not  been  |»re- 
viously  .examined.  A  ML  and  fair  oppottunity^ 
was  anbrdad  to  all  persoas,  whethw  in  the  char- 
acter of  aooasers  or  witnesses;  and  the  result  had 
been  presented  to  the  House.  He  should  vote 
for  the  motion  of  the  geniieman  fiem  North  Gam- 
Una,  and  even  at  this  late  period  of  the  sessioii 
hoped  the  report  would:  be  taken  up  aad.  acted  an 
by  the-  House. 

Mr.  FoMiBT  said,  bdieving  thai  the  merit  of 
this  renwt  was  not  noW:propevly  under  oonsiiBr- 
ation,  he  ahould  only  sute  in  answ^  to  the  iB' 
goiites  made  by  the  hondrahle  gentleman  fmm 
Kentucky,  (Mr.MoKni)  that  thoooounttiee  wem 
not  in  possession  of  any  facts  relative  to  the  dis- 
miamlof  the.  clerks  in  the  Pe^t  Office,  except 
what  were  given  by  the  clerks  themselves.  The 
committee  did  not  think  it  their  duty  to  enter 
into  an  investkation  of  the  motives  govermag 
the  Postmaster  Qeneral indismissiiig  these  cto^x, 
as  he  oadoabtedly  had  the  power  to  do  in  that 
oitee  as  he  should  ihiak  proper.  Had  the  com- 
miitee  discovered  any  undue  inftacBceor  tamper- 
ing with  the  witnesses,  it  was  probable  tnejr 
would  then  have  thought  it  their  dftty  to  have 
gone  into  a  more  particular  examination  of  the 
matter.  J>aria^  this  investigation,  two  of  Uie 
principal  oleika  in  that  Department atiued  to  fha 
committee  that  they  were  denied  access  to  the 
boderof  theioffice,  by  which  they  .could  he  eoablei 
to  support  the  charges.  In  consequence  c^.-thia 
alatement,  the  books  thought  nececsvy  were 
demaaded  by  the  comaaittee ;  the  evideaea  re> 
suiting  from  their  investigation  k  hefore  the 
House.  But  it  isaouadeniablafact,that|;a  shoe* 
time  after  the  cofluneocemeDt  of  this  iavaaiiga 
tioa,  these  clerks  elated  that  they  wereremorad 
from  thedaties  they  used  to  perform,  and  rednsad 
fto  do  the  lowest  drudgery  in  the  oflKce.  Wluke 
up,  Mr.  F.  fieltit  his  duty  to  state,  that  he  wia 
fttUy  in  pessesaion of  the  eentiaaeniaof  thehea* 
orable  natlemaa  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  BaaaoDa^) 
amemberof  this  oommiltee,  now  absent,  in.  re- 
:iatioA  10  this  report— which  Mr.  F.  had  been  re* 
quastad  tostate  wheaithis sul^tshaold  =faa talma 
up. 

Mr.  HjLhL  wasdeeidedly  of  opinion  with  'Mr. 
QaosvaiiaB,  Aot  that  the  amount  was  of  coasa 
quaaee,  but  on  principle.  If  the  alleged  eoaduet 
respecting  the  clerks  was  tolerated,  you  takaiaway 
all  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  fiends  of  JDe- 
partmanls.  He  knew  not' that  the  fact  waaaaMd 
bean  suggested;  bat  shall  we  suffer  men,  said 
Mr.  H.  to  be  discharged  framibeir  public  employ-  - 
meat  beeausa they  were  expected  toglvaevideBee 
of  improper  conduct  ?  He  repeated,  he  kaew  aot 
that  the  fact  was  so;  but  it  it  was,  he  woald 
redress  it.  He.  inquired  whether  a  oertaia  .pieae 
of  evidence  in  his  hands  respecting  the  ssle-of  m 
dmft  had  bean  aUbmtittadio  the  cooamitiea. 
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Aj^^ournmenL 


H*  OF  R«     -• 


Mr.  CRfitOHTON  stated  io  reply,  that  the  cir- 
enmstance  referred  to  had  been  the  ^object  of  in- 
Testigationi  during  the  examination  of  other  tes- 
timony, on  oath. 

Mr.  Culprfcr's  motion  was  then  agreed  to ; 
andj  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grostenor,  the  report 
was  laid  on  the  table. 


TuisoxT,  April  30. 

Mr.  Randolph  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Charlotte  county,  in  the  State 
of  Virginia,  praying  that  the  mails  majr  not  be 
transmitted  or  opened  on  Sundays. — Laid  oh  the 
table. 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  first  of  March  last,  to  inquire  into  an  ille- 
gal traffic  in  slaves,  carried  on  throoffh  the  medi- 
om  of  this  District;  by  persons  in  dinerent  States, 
reported  various  testimony  collected  by  the  com- 
mittee, in  the  course  of  their  investigation  of  the 
subject ;  but  without  other  report  of  facts  or  opin- 
ions. The  documents  containing  the  testimony, 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  from  this 
House  entitled,  "an  act  concerning  invalid  pen- 
sioners," and  the  "resolution  relatife  to  th6  more 
effectual  collection  of  the  public  revenue."  with 
amendments  to  each.  They  have  passeci  a  bill 
"  makioff  further  appropriations  for  the  year  1816." 
In  which  bill  and  amendments  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
making  further  appropriations  for  the  year  1816," 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  House  then  .went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  said  bill ;  and  aAer  some  time 
spent  therein^  the  bill  was  reported  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read  and  concurred  in 
by  the  House,  and  the  amendment  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  anq  the  bill,  as  amended,  read  a  third 
time  to-day.  The  bill  was  then  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  invalid  pension  bill,  striking 
out  the  pensions  to  various  persons  inserted  in 
the  bill  by  this  House.    The  consideration  of 


these  amendments  produced  a  good  deal  of  dis- 
cussion on  the  merits  of  particular  cases.  The 
amendments  were  all  finally  agreed  to. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  resolution 
relative  to  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the 
public  revenue,  which  were  concurred  in  by  the 
Ho&se. — Ayes  68,  noes  23. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  nave  passed  a  resolution  "proposing 
the  appomtment  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  inform 
him  of  the  approaching  recess  of  Clongresa;  and 
have  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virsinia, 

Raolvedf  That  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  each, 
be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  this  House, 
to  John  Oswald  Dunn,  Eleztins  Spalding,  Manly 
A.  Beach.  Gkorge  Thomas,  Samuel  Stewart| 
William  Papcost,  and  Greorge  Cooper,  the  attend- 
ants of  this  House,  for  their  faithrul  services  du- 
ring the  present  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia, 

Ruolved^  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  doU 
lars  be  paid  to  James  Claztoo,  otit  of  the  contin- 
gent funds  of  this  House,  for  his  services  in  the 
Sost  office  of  this  Hduse ;  and  fifty  dollars  to 
ames  Barron,  out  of  the  same  fund,  as  an  at- 
tendant. 

The  House  took  up  the  resolution  from  the 
Senate,  "for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com-, 
mittee  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  of  the  intended  recess  of 
Congress  f  which  being. read,  was  concurred  in 
by  the  House,  and  Messrs.  Crawford  and  Reed 
were  appointed  a  committee  conformably  there- 
to on  the  part  of  this  House. 

A  message  froin  the  Senate  notified  the  House^ 
that  the  Senate,  having  completed  the  tegislatjive 
business  before  them,  are  about  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Crawford,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President,  reported  that 
they  had  performed  that  duty,  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  informed  them  he  had  no  further  com- 
munication to  make. 

The  Spiakbr  then  rose  and  addressed  the 
House  with  some  brief  but  cordial  valedictory 
expressions  s  after  which  he  adjourned  the  House 
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SPAIN^PBOHIBrnON  OF  ILLEGAL  EXPE- 
DITIONS IN  THE  UNITED  STATE& 


▲   PROCLAMATION 


) 


Bjfthe  Prerideni  qfihe  United  8tate$ofAmericcL 

Whereas  informatioa  has  been  receiTed  that 
saodry  persons,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or 
residents  within  the  same,  and  especially  within 
the  State  of  Lonisiana,  are  conspiring  together 
to  begin  and  set  on  foot,  proride,  aad  prepare  the 
means  for  a  military  expedition  or  enterprise 


against  the  dominions  of  Spain,  with  which  the 
tfnited  States  are  happily  at  peace;  that,  for. this 
purpose,  they  are  collecting  arms,  military  stores, 


profisions,  vessels,  and  other  means;  and  deceiT- 
log  and  seducing  honest  and  well-meaning  citi- 
zens to  engage  in  their  unlawful  enterprises ;  or 
organizing,  officering^  and  arming  themselTes  for 
the  same,  contrary  to  the  laws  in  such  cases  made 
and  prorided:  Ihave,  therefore,  thought  fit  to 
issue  this  my  proclamation,  warning,  and  enjoin- 
ing all  faithful  citizens  who  have  been  led,  with- 
out due  knowledge  or  consideration,  to  partici- 
pate in  the  said  unlawful  enterprises,  to  withdraw 
from  the  same  without  delay;  and  commanding 
all  persons  whatsoever  engaged  or  concerned  in 
the  same  to  cease  all  further  proceedings  therein, 
as  they  will  answer  the  contrary  at  tneir  peril. 
And  I  hereby  enjoin  and  require  all  officers,  civil 
and  military,  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of 
the  States  or  Territories,  all  judges,  justices,  and 
other  officers  of  the  peace,  all  military  officers  of 
the  armv  or  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  offi- 
cers of  the  militia,  to  be  vigilant,  each  within  his 
respective  department,  and  according  to  his  func- 
tions, in  searching  out  and  bringing  to  punish- 
ment all  persons  engaged  or  concerned  in  such 
enterprises;  in  seizing  and  detaining,  subject  to 
(he  disposition  of  the  law,  all  arms,  military 
stores,  vessels,  or  other  means  provided  or  provid- 
ing for  the  same;  and,  in  general,  in  preventing 
the'carryin^  on  such  expedition  or  enterprise,  by 
all  the  lawlul  means  within  their  power:  and  i 
require  all  good  and  faithful  citizens  and  others, 
within  the  United  States,  to  be  aiding  and  assist- 
ing herein ;  and  especially  in  the  discovery,  ap- 


prehension, aad  bringfing  to  justice  of  all  sncii 
offenders;  in  preventing  the  execution  of  their 
unlawful  combinations  or  designs ;  and  in  giving 
information  against  them  to  the  proper  authori* 
ties. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  of  America  to  be 
affixed  to  these  presents,  and  signed  the 
same  with  my  hand.  Done  at  the  City 
[l.  8.J  of  Washington,  the  first  day  of  Septem- 
ber, in  the  yea.r  of  bur  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  and  of 
the  independence  of  the  said  United 
States  or  America  the  fortieth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
By  the  President : 

jAMxa  Monaofi,  Secretary  i^  Stale. 


ALGIEB8. 


£Communicated  to  the  Senate,  December  6, 1816.J 
To  ike  Senate  of  the  United  State*  f 

I  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  their  eonsidecatioii 
and  advice,  as  to  a  ratification,  a  Treaty  of  Peace 
with  the  Day  of  Algiers,  concluded  on  the  3Qth 
day  of  June,  1815;  with  a  letter  relating  to  the 
same  from  the  American  Commissioners  to  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

WABamoTOM,  Dec  6, 1815. 


Treaty  of  Peaee  and  AmUy  concluded  between  tke 
Umted  Statu  of  Ameriea  and  Hie  HSgkneee  Onuer 
BaekanOf  Dey  ofAfgUra. 

Artiols  1.  There  shall  be,  from  the  conclu- 
sion of  this  treaty,  a  firm,  inviolable,  and  univer- 
sal peace  and  friendship  between  the  President 
and  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  on 
the  one  part,  and  the  Dey  and  subjects  of  the 
Regency  of  Algiers  in  Barbery,  on  the  other, 
made  by  the  free  consent  of  both  parties,  and  on 
the  terms  of  the  most  favored  nations :  and  If 
either  party  shall,  hereafter,  grant  to  any  other 
nation  any  particular  favor  or  privilege  in  navi- 
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gatioB  or  commerce,  it  shall  immediotelv  become 
coikimoii  to  the  other  party — freely,  wuen  it  U 
freely  granted  to  such  other  natibns ;  but  when 
the  grant  is  conditional^  it  shai^  be  at  the  option 
of  the  contracting  parties  to  accept,  alter,  or  re- 
ject such  conditions,  in  snch  manner  as  shall  be 
most  cond4fniTe  ta* their  respactiTe  iaierestd. 

Art.  2.  It  is  distinctly  anderstood  between  the 
contracting  parties,  that  no  tribute,  either  as  bien- 
nial presents,  or  under  any  other  form  or  name 
whatever,  shall  ever  be  required  by  the  Dey  and 
Regency  of  Algiers,  from  the  United  States  of 
Atteriaaj  onf  a&ypfeteat^  wbaft6v«r; 

Art.  3.  The  De^  c^  A^ierr  shaH  oanw  to 
be  imknediately  delivered  up  to  the  American 
squadron  now  off  Algiers  all  the  American  citi- 
zens now  in  his  possession,  amounting  to  ten. 
more  or  less;  and  all  the  subjects  of  the  Dey  of 
Algiers  now  in  possession  of  the  United  States, 
amounting  to  five  hundred,  more  or  less,  shall  be 
delivered  up  to  htm:  the  United  States,  accord* 
ing^  to  the  usages  of  civilized  nations,  requiring 
no  ransom  for  the  etcess  of  prisoners  in  their 
favor. 

Art.  4.  A  just  and  full  compensation  shall  be 
made  by  the  Dey  of' Algiers  to*  such  citizens  of 
jthe  United  States  as  have  been  captured  and  de- 
tained by  Aigerrtae  cruisers,  or  who  have  been 
forced  to  abandon,  their  property  in  Algiers,  in 
riolatiob  of  the  twenty-second  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amity  concluded*  between 
the  United  States  and  the  utj  of  Algiers  on  the 
9th  of  September.  1795. 

And  it  is  aj^reed  between  the  contracting  {Mr- 
ties,  that,  in  lieu  of  the  above,  the  Dey  of  Algiers 
shall  pause  to  be  delivered,  forthwith,  into  the 
handtf  of  the  American  Consul  residing  at  Al- 
giers, the  whole  of  a  quantity  of  bales  of  cotton 
left  by  the  late  Consul  Greneral  of  the  United 
States  in  the  publio  magatinea' in  Algiers;  and 
that  he  shall  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  said  Con- 
aoi-tbe  sum  of  t6B  thousand  S|)anish  dollars. 

Art.  5.  If  anv  gpoda  belonging  to  any  nation 
with  which  eitner  of  the  parties  are  at  war 
sll^uld  be  loaded  on  board  vessels  belonging  to 
the  other  parry,  they  shaH  paM  fVee  and  unmo- 
lested, and  no  aifempta  shall  be  made  to  take  or 
dcfttfin  them. 

Art.  0.  If  any  citizens  or  subjects,  with  their 
cffecu,  belonging  to  either  party,  shall  be  found 
OR'^bbard'a*  prize  vessel  taken  from  an  enemy  by 
the  other  party,  such  citizens  tir  silbjectir  shaft  be 
liberated  immediately-}  afi4  in  no  case,  or  on  any 

Ketaaoe  whatever^  shall-  «iiy  Anericau  citizen 
'  kept  in  eantivky  or  eouAiiacDent^pr 'the  prop- 
erty of  any  American  citutBB'fOond'OD  board  of 
any  vessel  belonging  to  any  other  nation  with 
which  Algiers  pay  be  at  war  be  detained  from 
its  lawful  ownerS)  after  the  exhibition  of  sufficient 
proofs  of  American  citizenship  and  of  American 
property  by  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  re- 
siding at  Algiers. 

Art.  7.  Froper  passports  shall  immediately  be 
given  to  the  vessels  of  both  the  contracting  par- 
ties, on  condition  that  the  vessels  of  war  belong- 
ing to  the  Regency  of  A(gier%  on  ipeeting  with 


merchant  vessels  belon|^ing  to  the  citizens  of  %e 
United  States  of  America,  bhall  not  be  permitted 
to  visit  them  with  more  than  two  persons  besides 
the  rowers;  these  only  shall  be  permitted  to  go 
on  board,  without  first  obtaining  leavi  from  the 
commander  of  said  vessel,  who  shall  compare  the 
pasaport,  and  iumediatelf  peroU  said  vessel  to 
proceed  on  her  voyage ;  and  should  any  of  the 
subjects  of  Algiers  insult  or  molest  the  eon^- 
tnander,  or  any  other  person,  on  board  a  vosel 
so  visited,  or  plunder  any  of  the  property  con- 
tained in  her,  on  complaint  being  made  by  the 
Odflfiul  of  the  Uafted  Slates  reaidiag  in  ii^ters^ 
■■don'lna?pradtieiiif.  autiicient  proof  to  suutan- 
tiate  the  fact,  the  commander  or  rais  of  said  Al- 
gerine  ship  or  vessel  of  war,  as  well  as  the  oflfead- 
ers,  shall  be  punished  in  the  most  exemplary 
manner. 

All  vessels  of  war  belonging  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  on  meetiag..a  cruiser  belong- 
ing to^  the*  Regency^^of  Algiers,  or  havings  seen 
her  iiassports  and  certificates  from  the  Cdnsul  of 
the  United  States  residing  in  Algiers,  shaJi  per- 
mit her  to  proceed  on' her  crotae  unmolested,  aod 
wtiho«i  detention.  No  paasporualialibrgf»lK«<i 
by  either  party  to  any  vessel  but  such  as  arfr«b- 
solutely  the  property  of  citizens  or  subjects  of 
the  said  contracting  parties^  on  any  pretence 
whatever. 

Art.  8.  A  citizen  or  subject  of  either  of  the 
contracting  parties  having  bouf^t  a  prize  vessel 
condemned  by  the  other  partv,  or  hy  any  other 
nation,  the  certificate  of  condemnation  aad  bill 
of  sale  shall  be  a  sufiicient  passport  for  such  ves* 
sel  for  six  months,  which,  considering  the  dis- 
tance between  the  two  countries,  is  no  more  thaa^ 
a  reasonable  time  for  her  to  procure  proper  paaa^ 
ports. 

Art.  9.  Vessels  of  either  of  the  contracting, 
parties,  pnttioj^  into  the  ports  of  the  other,  aad 
having  need  ot  provisions  or  other  supplies^  shall 
be  furnished  at  the  market  price;  and  if  aojr 
such  vessel  should  so  put  in  from  a  dtstaoce  ac 
sea,  and  have  occasion  to  repair,  she  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  land  and  le-embark  her  cargo,  withouc 
paying  any  customs  or  duty  whatever  \  but  in  ao 
case  shall  she  be  compelled  to  land  her  cargo^ 

Art,  10.  Should  a  vessel  of  either  of  the  con- 
Iracting.parties  be  cast  on  shore  within  the  terr»» 
tories  of  the  other,  all  proper  assistance  shall  be 
given  to  her  crew';  no  pillage  shall  be  allowed f 
the  property  shall  remain  at  the  disposal  of  the 
owners ;  add,  if  reshipped  on  board  of  any  ve»> 
sel  for  exportation,  no  customs  or  duties  what- 
ever shall  be  required  to  be  paid  thereon;  aod  tbe 
crew  shall  be  protected  and  succored,  until  they 
can  be  sent  to  their  own  country. 

Art.  11.  If  a  vessel  of  either  of  the  contract- 
ing parties  shall  be  attacked  by  an  enemy  within 
cannon-shot  of  the  forta  of  the  othe^  sbe  shall 
be  protected  as  much  as  possible.  It  she  be  in 
port,  she  shall  not  be  seized  or  attacked,  when  it 
is  in  the  power  of  the  other  party  to  protect  her; 
and  when  she  proceeds  to  sea,  no  enemy  shall  be 
permitted  to  pursue  her  from  the  aame  port  with* 
IB  twenty-four  houra  aAer  her  departure. 
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Art.  12.  The  commeree  becweeo  the  United 
States  of  Aaierica  and  the  Regency  of  Algiers, 
the  protections  to  be  given  to  merchants,  masters 
of  vessels,  and  seamen,  the  reciprocal  rights  of 
establishing  Consuls  in  each  country,  and  the 
privileges,  immunities,  and  jurisdictions  to  be 
enjoyed  bv  such  Consuls,  are  declared  to  be  on 
the  same  tooting,  in  every  respect,  with  the  most 
favored  nations,  respectively. 

Art.  13.  The  Consul  of  the  United  Sutes  of 
America  shall  not  be  responsible  for  the  debts 
contracted  by  citizens  of  his  own  nation,  unless 
he  pre viousljr  gives  written  obligations  so  to  do. 

Art.  14.  On  a  jressel  or  vessels  of  war  belong- 
log  to  the  United  Slates  anchoring  oetore  the 
city  of  Algiers,  the  Consul  is  to  inform  the  Dey 
of  her  arrival,  when  she  shall  receive  the  salutes 
which  are,  by  treaty  or  custom,  given  to  the 
abips-of-wjr  of  the  most  favored  nations  on  sim- 
ilar occasions,  and  which  shall  be  returned,  gun 
for  gun ;  and  if,  after  such  arrival^  so  announced, 
any  Christians,  whatsoever,  captives  in  Algiers, 
make  their  escape  and  take  refuge  on  board  any 
of  the  ship»-of-war,  they  shall  not  be  reauired 
back  again;  nor  shall  the  Consul  of  the  United 
States  or  comipanders  of  said  ships  be  required 
to  pay  anything  for  the  said  Christians. 

Art.  15.  As  the  Ctoveroment  of  the  United 
States  of  America  has,  in  itself,  no  character  of 
enmity  against  the  Jaws,  religion,  or  tranquillity 
of  any  nation }  and  as  the  said  States  have  never 
entered  into  any  voluntary  war,  or  act  of  hos- 
tility, except  in  defence  of  their  just  rights  on 
the  high  seas,  it  is  declared  by  the  contracting 
parties,  that  no  pretext  arising  from  religious 
opinions  shall  ever  produce  an  interruption  of 
the  harmony  existing  between  the  two  nations; 
and  the  Consuls  and  agents  of  both  nations  shall 
have  liberty  to  celebrate  the  rites  of  their  respect- 
ive religions  in  their  own  houses. 

The  Consuls,  respectively,  shall  have  liberty 
and  personal  security  given  then  to  travel  within 
the  territories  of  each  other,  both  by  land  and 
sea ;  and  shall  not  be  prevented  from  going  on 
board  any  vessels  they  may  think  proper  to  visit; 
they  shall  likewise  have  liberty  to  appoint  their 
own  dragoman  and  broker. 

Art.  16.  In  case  of  any  dispute  arising  from 
the  violation  of  any  of  the  articles  of  this  treaty, 
RO  appeal  shall  be  made  to  arms,  nor  shall  war 
be  declared,  on  any  pretext  whatever ;  but,  if  the 
Consul  residing  at  the  place  where  the  dispute' 
shall  happen  shall  not  be  able  to  settle  the  same, 
the  Government  of  that  country  shall  state  their 
grievance  in  writing,  and  transmit  the  same  to 
the  Qovernment  of  toe  other ;  and  the  period  c  f 
three  months  shall  be  allowed  for  answers  to  be 
returned,  during  which  time  no  act  of  hostility 
shall  be  permitted  by  either  party  ;  and^  in  case 
the  grievancesare  not  redressed^ and  a  war  should 
be  the  event,  the  Consuls  and  citizens  or  subjects 
of  both  narties,  respectively,  shall  be  permitted 
to  embarK  with  their  effects  unmolested,  onboard 
of  what  vessel  or  vessels  they  shall  think  proper 
reasonable  time  being  allowed  for  that  purpose. 

Art.  17.  If,  in  the  course  of  events,  a  war 
14th  Con.  1st  Sess. 


should  break  out  between  the  two  nations,  the 
prisoners  captured  by  either  parly  shall  not  be 
made  slaves ;  they  shall  not  be  forced  to  >hard 
labor,  or  other  confinement  than  such  as  may  be 
necessary  to  secure  their  safekeeping,  and  shall 
be  exchanged  rank  for  rank;  and  it  is  agreed 
that  prisoners  shall  be  exchanged  in  twelve  months 
after  their  capture ;  and  the  exchange  may  be ' 
effected  by  any  private  individual  legally  author- 
ized by  either  or  the  parties. 

Art.  18.  If  any  of  the  Barbary  States,  or 
other  Powers  at  war  with  the  United  States, 
shall  capture  any  American  vessel  and  send  her 
into  any  port  of  the  Regency  of  Algier&  they 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  sell  her,  but  shall  be 
forced  to  depart  the  port  on  procuring  the  reqqi- 
site  supply  of  provisions ;  but  the  vessels  of  war 
of  the  united  States,  with  any  prizes  they  may 
capture  from  their  enemies,  shall  have  liberty  to 
frequent  the  ports  of  Algiers  for  refreshments  of 
any  kinds,  and  to  sell  such  prizes  in  the  said 
ports,  without  any  other  customs  or  duties  thRQ 
such  as  are  customary  on  ordinary  commercial 
importations. 

Art.  19.  If  any  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  persons  under  their  protection, 
shall  nave  any  disputes  with  each  other,  the 
Consul  shall  decide  between  I  he  parlies ;  and 
whenever  the  Consul  shall  require  any  aid  or 
assistance  fVom  the  Government  of  Algiers  to 
enforce  his  decisiod,  it  shall  be  immediately 
ffranted  to  him ;  and  if  any  disputes  shall  arise 
between  any  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
the  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  other  nation  hav-. 
iog  a  Consul  or  agent  in  Algiers,  such  disputes 
shall  be  settled  by  the  Consuls  or  agents  of  the 
respective  nations;  and  any  disputes  or  suite  at 
law  that  may  take  place  between  any  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  subjects  of  the 
Regency  of  Algiers,  shall  be  decided  by  the  Dey 
in  person,  and  no  other. 

Art.  20.  If  a  citizen  of. the  United  States 
should  kilt,  woun^,  or  strike  a  subject  of  Algiers; 
or.  on  the  contrary,  a  subject  of  Algiers  should 
kill,  wound,  or  strike  a  citizen  of  the  United. 
States,  the  law  of  the  country  shall  take  place 
and  equal  justice  shall  be  rendered,  the  Consul " 
assisting  at  the  trial;  but  the  sentence  of  pun- 
ishment against  an  American  citizen  shall  not  be 
greater  or  more  severe  than  it  would  be  against 
a  Turk  in  the  same  predicament.  And  if  any 
delinquent  should  mace  his  escape,  the  Consol 
shall  not  be  responsible  for  him,  in  any  manner 
whatever. 

Art.  21.  The  Consul  of  the  United  States  of 
America  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  any  cus- 
toms or  duties  whatever  on  anything  he  importe 
from  a  foreign  country  for  the  use  of  his  house 
and  family. 

Art.  22.  Should  any  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales  of  America  die  within  the  limits 
of  the  Regency  of  Algiers,  the  Dey  and  his  sub- 
jects shall  not  interfere  with  the  property  of  the 
deceased,  but  it  shall  be  under  the  immediate  di- 
rection of  the  Consul,  unless  otherwise  disposed 
of  by  wijil.    Should  there  be  no  ConsnJj  the  eA 
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feets  shall  be  deposited  in  the  bands  of  some  per- 
son worthy  of  trust,  until  the  party  shall  appear 
who  has  a  right  to  demand  them,  when  he  shall 
render  an  account  of  the  property ;  neither  shall 
the  Dey  nor  his  subjects  gire  hindrance  in  the 
execution  of  any  will  that  may  appear. 

On  board  the  U.  S.  ship  Guerriere, 

/tJy6,  iai5. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  a 
treaty  of  peace  negotiated  by  Commodora  Deca« 
tur  and  myself  with  the  Res^ncy  of  Algiers,  and 
signed  by  the  Dey  of  that  Kegency  on  the  30th 
June,  1815. 

WILLIAM  STHALER. 


United  States  ship  Gueeribrb, 
Bat  of  Algiers,  Jtdy  4, 1815. 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  refer  you  to  the 
official  reports  of  Commodore  Decatur  to  the 
Nary  Department,  for  an  account  of  the  opera* 
tions  of  this  squadron  previous  to  our  arrival  off 
Algiers,  on  the  28th  ultimo. 

Having  received  information  thattheAlgerine 
squadron  had  been  at  sea  for  a  considerable  time 
longer  than  that  to  which  their  cruisers  usually 
extend,  and  that  a  despatch-boat  had  been  sent 
from  Gibraltar  to  Algiers  to  inform  them  of  our 
arrival  in  the  Mediterranean,  we  thought  that 
they  might  have  made  a  harbor  where  they 
would  be  in  safety.  We,  therefore,  while  they 
were  in  this  state  of  uncertainty,  believed  it  a 
proper  moment  to  deliver  the  President's  letter, 
agreeably  to  our  instructions.  Accordingly,  on 
the  89th  ultimo,  a  flag  of  truce  was  hoisted  on 
board  the  Guerriere,  with  the  Swedish  flag  at 
the  main.  A  boat  came  off  about  noon,  with 
Mr.  Norderlidg,  Consul  of  Sweden,  and  the  cap- 
tain of  the  port,  who  confirmed  the  intelligence 
we  had  before  received,  and  to  whom  we  com- 
municated information  of  the  capture  of  their 
frigate  and  brig.  The  impression  made  by  these 
events  was  vi^ole  and  deep.  We  were  reijuested 
bv  the  captain  of  the  port  (Mr.  Norderlmg  de- 
claring be  was  not  authorized  to  act)  to  state  the 
oondttioos  on  which  we  would  make  peace ;  to 
which  we  replied  by  giving  the  letter  of  the 
President  to  the  Dey,  and  by  a  note  from  us  to 
him  $  a  copy  of  which  (No.  1)  we  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  herewith.  The  captain  of  the  port 
then  requested  that  hostilities  should  cease  pend- 
ing the  negotiation,  and  that  petaons  authorized 
to  treat  should  go  on  shore;  he  and  Mr.  Norder- 
lins  both  affirming  that  th^  Minister  of  Marine 
had  pledged  himself  for  our  security  and  return 
to  our  ships  when  we  pleased.  Both  these  prop- 
ositions were  rejected,  and'  they  were  explicitly 
informed  that  the  negotiation  must  be  carried  on 
on  board  the  fleet,  and  that  hostilities,  as  far  as 
they  respected  vessels,  could  not  cease.  They 
then  returned  on  shore.  On  the  following  day 
the  same  persons  returned,  and  informed  us  that 
they  were  commissioned  by  the  Dey  to  treat 
with  us  on  the  proposed  basis,  and  their  anxiety 
appeared  extreme  to  conclude  the  peace  imme- 


diately. We  then  broogbt  forward  the  modat  of 
a  treaty,  which  we  declared  ^ould  not  be  depart- 
ed from  in  substance ;  at  the  same  time  declaring 
that,  although  the  United  States  would  never 
stipulate  for  paying  tribute  under  any  form  what- 
ever, yet,  that  they  were  a  magnanimous  and 
generous  nation,  who  would,  upon  the  presenta- 
tion of  Cooauts,  do  what  was  customary  with 
other  great  nations  in  their  friendly  intercourse 
with  Algiers.  The  treaty  was  then  etaittioed, 
and  they  were  of  opinion  that  it  would  not  fe 
agreed  to  in  its  present  form,  and  particuHirif 
requested  that  the  article  requiring  the  restitution 
of  the  property  they  had  captured,  and  which 
had  been  distributed,  might  be  expunged ;  allege 
ing  that  such  a  demand  had  never  before  been 
made  upon  Algiers.  To  this  it  was  answered 
that  the  claim  was  just,  and  would  be  adhered 
to.  They  then  asked  whether,  if  the  treaty  should 
be  signed  by  the  Dey,  we  would  engage  to  re- 
store the  captured  vessels?  which  we  refused. 
They  then  represented  that  it  was  not  the  pres- 
ent Dey  who  had  declared  the  war^  which  they 
acknowledged  to  be  unjust ;  conceding  that  they 
were  wboUy  in  the  wrong,  and  had  no  excuse 
whatever ;  requesting  howeveri  that  we  would 
take  ihe  case  of  the  Dej  into  consideration,  and, 
upon  his  agreeing  to  terms  with  us,  more  favora- 
ble than  had  ever  been  made  with  any  other  na- 
tion, to  restore  the  ships,  which  they  stated  would 
be  of  little  or  no  value  to  us^  bat  would  be  of 
great  importance  to  faim^  as  they  would  satisfy 
the  people  with  the  conditions  of  the  peace  we 
were  going  to  conclude  with  him. 

We  consulted  upon  this  question,  and  deter- 
mined that,  considering  the  state  of  those  vessels, 
the  sums  that  would  be  required  to  flt  them  for  a 
passage  to  the  United  States,  and  the  little  prob- 
ability of  selling  them  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
we  would  make  a  compliment  of  them  tp  His 
Highness  in  the  state  they  then  were ;  the  Com- 
modore engaging  to  foraisfa  them  with  an  eacort 
to  this  port.  This,  however,  woald  depend  upon 
their  signing  the  treaty  as  presented  to  them,  and 
oould  not  appear  as  an  article  of  it,  but  must  be 
considered  as  a  favOr  conferred  on  the  Dey  by 
the  United  States. 

They  then  requested  a  truce,  to  deliberate  apoa 
the  terms  of  the  proposed  treaty,  which  was  re- 
fused ;  they  even  pleaded  for  three  hours.  The 
reply  was^  **  not  a  minute;  if  your  squadron  ap- 

Kears  in  sight  before  (he  treaty  is  actually  tdgned 
y  the  Dey,  and  the  prisoners  sent  ofi^  ours  would 
capture  them.*'  It  was  finally  agreed  that  hos- 
tilities should  cease  when  we  pereeived  their 
boat  coming  off  with  a  whiti  nag  hoisted,  the 
Swedish  Coosul^  pledging  his  word  of  honor  not 
to  hoist  it  unless  the  treaty  was  signed,  and  the 
prisoners  in  the  boat.  They  returned  on  shore, 
and,  although  the  distance  was  full  fife  miles, 
they  came  back  within  three  hours,  with  the 
treaty  signed  as  we  bad  concluded  it,  and  the 
prisoners. 

During  the  interval  of  their  absence  a  corvette 
appeared  in  sight,  which  would  have  been  cap- 
tured if  they  had  been  detained  one  hour  longer. 
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The  treaty  has  sioce  )>eeii  drawn  out  anew,  trans- 
lated hj  them,  and  dalf  execated  by. the  D^y; 
wbieb  we  ha7e  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith. 

Mr.  Shaler  has  since  been  on  shore,  and  the 
cotton  and  money  mentioned  in  the  foarth  arti- 
cle ba7e  been  given  ap  to  him.  They  now  show 
every  disposition  to  maintain  a  sincere  peace 
with  «s.  which  is,  donbdess.  owing  to  the  dread 
of  our  arms ;  and  we  take  this  occasion  to  re- 
mark that,  in  our  opinion,  the  only  secure  guar- 
anty we  can  have  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
peace  just  concluded  with  these  people  is,  the 
presence  in  the  Mediterranean  of  a  respectable 
naf«l  foree. 

As  this  treaty  appears  to  as  to  secure  every 
interest  within  the  contemplation  of  the  Gk>vera- 
mentj  and  as  it  really  places  the  United  States 
on  higher  grounds  than  any  other  nation,  we 
have  no  hesrtation,  on  oor  part,  in  fulfiHtng-sueh 
of  its  provisions  as  are  within  our  power,  in  the 
firm  belief  that  It  will  receive  the  ratification  of 
the  President  and  Senate. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

STEPHEN  DECATUR, 
WILLIAM  SHALER. 

Hon.  Jambs  Monbob, 

Secretcuy  cf  Siate. 


No.  1. 


The  American  Commimoners  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers. 

The  nnderstffaed  have  cfae  honor  to  inform  His 
Highness  the  Dey  of  Algiers  that  they  have  been 
appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
of  America  Commissioners  Plenipotentiary  to 
treat  of  peace  with  his  Highness;  and  that,  pur- 
suant to  their  instructions,  they  are  ready  to  open 
a  aegotiation  for  the  restoration  of  peace  and 
harmony  between  the  two  countries,  on  terms 
just  and  honorable  to  both  parties;  and  they  feel 
It  ineumbeot  on  them  to  state,  explicitly,  to  His 
Highness,  that  they  are  instructed  to  treat  upon 
no  other  prinoipie  than  that  of  perfect  equality, 
and  on  the  terms  of  the  most  favored  nations ;  no 
stipulation  for  paying  any  tribute  to  Aigiece,  nn> 
der  any  form  whatever,  will  be  agreed  to. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  transmit, 
herewith,  a  letter  ftom  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  they  avail  themselves  of  this  oc- 
casion to  assure  Hia  Highness  of  their  high  con* 
sideratiott  and  proibuod  respect. 

STEPHEN  DECATUR, 
WUL.LIAM  SHALER. 


COMMERCIAL  CONVENTION  WITH  GREAT 

BRITAIN. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  December  6, 1S15.] 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

,  I  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  their  consideration 
and  advice,  as  to  a  ratification,  a  Convention  to 
regulate  the  commerce  betwieen  the  United  States 
and  Qteat  Britain^  signed  bj  their  respective  Plea- 


ipoCentiaries  on  the  3d  of  July  last,  with  lettera 
relating  to  the  same,  from  the  American  Pleni- 
potentiaries to  the  Secretar^f  of  State ;  and  alao 
the  dedaratioB  with  which*  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  British  Government  to  accompany  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications  of  the  Convention. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 
Washinotom,  Dec*  6, 1815. 


A  Convention  to  regulate  tht  Commerce  between  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States  and  Ms  Briton" 
nie  Mafestjf, 

The  United  States  of  America  and  His  Britan- 
nic Majesty,  being  desirous,  by  a  convention,  to 
regulate  the  commerce  and  navigation  betweea 
their  respective  countries,  territories,  and  people, 
in  such  manner  as  to  render  the  same  recipro- 
cally beneficial  and  satisfactorv,  have  respeotivelv 
named  Plenipotentiaries,  and  given  them  fuU 
powers  to  treat  of  and  conclude  such  convention : 
that  is  to  say,  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate 
thereof,  hath  appointed  for  their  Plenipotentiaries 
John  duincy  Adams,  Henry  Clay,  and  Albert  Gfai- 
latin,  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  and  His  Royal 
Hifihness  the  Prince  Regent,  acting  in  the  name 
and  on  the  behalf  of  His  Majesty,  has  named  for 
bis  Pienipoteotiaries  the  Right  fionorabie  Fred- 
erick John  Robinson,  Vice  President  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Privy  Council  for  Trade  and  Plantar- 
tions,  Joint  Paymaster  of  His  Majesty's  l^orceii, 
and  a  member  of  the  Imperial  Parliamient ;  Henry 
Goulhurn,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the.  Imperial  Par- 
liament, and  Under  Secretary  of  State;  and 
William  Adams,  Ea^.,  Doctor  of  Civil  Laws :  and 
the  said  Plenipotentiaries,  having  mutually  pro- 
duced and  shown  their  said  full  powers,  and  ez- 
chansed  copies  of  the  same,  have  agreed  on  and 
concluded  the  following  articles,  viz : 

Art.  1.  There  shall  be,  between  the  territories 
of  the  United  States  of  America  and  all  the  ter- 
ritories of  His  Britannic  Majesty  in  Europe,  a 
reciprocal  liberty  of  commerce.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  two  countries,  respectivelyi  shall  have 
liberty  freely  and  securely  to  come  with  their 
ships  and  cargoes  to  all  such  places,  ports,  and 
rivers  in  the  territories  aforesaid,  to  which  other 
for»giiers  are  permitted  to  oome,  to  enter  into 
the  same,  and  to  remain  and  reside  in  any  parts 
of  the  aaid  territories,  respectively;  also  to  hire 
and  occupy  houses  and  warehouses  for  the  pur- 
poses of  their  commerce;  and,  generally,  the  mer- 
chants and  traders  of  each  nation,  respectively, 
shall  enjoy  the  most  complete  protection  aim 
security  for  their  commerce,  but  subject  always 
to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  the  two  countries,  re- 
spectively. 

Aet.  2.  No  higher  or  other  duties  shall  be  im- 
posed on  the  importation  into  the  United  Btatea 
of  any  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufao^ 
ture  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  in 
Europe,,  and  no  higher  or  other  duties  shall  be 
imposed  on  the  importation  into  the  territories  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty  in  Europe  of  any  articles 
Ihe  gtowthi  prodncCf  or  maaoiactttre  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  States,  than  are,  or  shall  be,  payable  oo  the 
like  articles,  beiog  the  growth,  produce,  or  mana- 
faeture  of  aof  other  foreign  couotry;  nor  shall 
any  higher  or  other  duties  or  charges  be  imposed 
10  either  of  the  two  countries,  on  the  exportation 
of  any  articles  to  the  United  States,  or  to  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  "territories  in  Europe,  re- 
spectively^ than  such  as  are  payable  on  the  ex- 
portation of  the  like  articles  to  any  other  foreign 
country;  nor  shall  any  prohibition  be  imposed  on 
the  exportation  or  importation  of  any  articles  the 

Srowtn,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United 
itates,  or  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories 
in  Europe,  to  or  from  the  vaid  territories  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty  in  Europe,  or  to  or  from  the 
aaid  United  States,  which  shall  not  equally  ex- 
tend to  all  other  nations. 

No  higher  or  other  duties  or  charges  shall  be 
imposed  in  any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
on  British  vessels,  than  those  payable  in  the  same 
ports  by  vessels  of  the  United  States;  nor  in  the 
ports  of  any  of  His  Britannic  Majesty'^  territories 
m  Europe  on  vessels  of  the  United  States,  than 
shall  be  payable  in  the  same  ports  on  British 
tesfcls. 

*  The  same  duties  shall  be  paid  on  the  importa- 
tion into  the  United  States  of  any  articles  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  territories  in  Europe,  whether  such 
importation  shall  be  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States  or  in  British  vessels;  and  the  same  duties 
shall  i>e  paid  on  the  importation,  into  the  ports  of 
any  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  in 
Europe,  of  any  article  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  the  United  States,  whether  such 
importation  shall  be  in  British  vessels  or  vessels 
of  the  United  States. 

The  same  duties  shall  be  paid^  and  the  same 
bounties  allowed,  on  the  exportation  of  any  arti- 
cles the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  territories  in  Europe,  to  the 
United  States,  whether  such  exportation  shall  be 
in  vessels  of  the  United  States  or  in  British  ves- 
sels; and  the  same  duties  shall  be  paid,  and  the 
same  bounties  allowed,  oo  the  exportation  of  any 
articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
the  United  States,  to  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
territories  in  Europe,  whether  such  exportation 
shall  be  in  British  vessels  or  in- vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

It  is  further,  agreed,  that,  in  all  cases  where 
drawbacks,  are,  or  may  be,  allowed  upon  the  re- 
exportation of  titiy  go6ds  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture,  of  either  country,  respectively,  the 
amount  of  the  said  drawbacks  shall  be  the  same, 
whether  the  said  goods  shall  have  been  originally 
imported  in  a  British  or  an  American  vessel. 
But  when  such  re-eXportation  shall  take  place 
from  the  United  States  in  a  British  vessel,  or 
from  the  territories  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  in 
Europe  in  an  American  vessel,  to  anjf  other  for- 
eign nation,  th^  two  contracting  parties  reserve 
to  themselves^  respectively,  the  right  of  regula- 
ting or  diroinishiog,  in^  such  ease,  the  amount  of 
the  said  drawbacks. 

The  intercourse  between  the  Unitisd  States  and 


His  Britannic  Majesty's  possessions  io  the  West 
Indies  and  on  the  ^continent  of  North  America 
shall  not  be  affected  by  any  of  the  provisions  of 
this  article,  but  each  party  shall  remain  io  the 
complete  possession  of  its  rights  with  respect  to 
such  an  intercourse. 

Art.  3.  His  Britannic  Majesty  agrees  that  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  of  America  shall  be 
admitted,  and  hospitably  received  at  the  prtnei* 
pal  settlements  of  the  British  dominions  in  the 
East  Indies,  viz:  Calcotu, Madras, Bombay^ and 
Prince  of  Wales^s  island ;  and  that  the  citaeos 
of  the  said  United  States  may  freely  carry  oa 
trade  between  the  said  principal  settlemeoa  and 
the  said  United  Stales,  in  all  articles  of  which 
the  importation  and  exportation,  respeetivelv,  to 
and  from  the  said  territories,  shall  not  be  entirely 

Erohibited  :  Provided^  oRl|f,  That  it  shall  not  be 
twfol  for  them,  in  any  time  of  war  betweea 
the  British  Government  and  any  State  or  Pow- 
er whatever,  to  export  from  the  said  territories, 
without  the  special  permission  of  the  British 
Government,  any  military  stores,  or  naval  stores, 
or  rice.    The  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall 
pay  for  their  vessels,  when  admitted,  no  higher  or 
other  duty  or  charge  than  shall  be  payable  on  the 
vessels  ot  the  most  favored  European  nations; 
and  they  shall  ^y  no  higher  or  other  duties  or 
charges  on  the  importation  or  exportation  of  the 
cargoes  of  the  said  vessels  than  shall  be  payable 
on  the  same  articles  when  imported  or  exported 
in  the  vessels  of  the  most  favored  European  na- 
tions.   But  it  is  expressly  agreed  that  the  vessels 
of  the  United  States  shall  not  carry  any  articles 
from  the  said  principal  settlements  to  any  port  or 
place,  except  to  some  port  or  place  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  where  the  same  abalJ  be  do- 
laden. 

It  is  also  understood  that  the  permission  grant* 
ed  by  this  article  is  not  intended  to  allow  tbe  Tea- 
sels of  the  United  Slates  to  carry  on  any  part  of 
the  coasting  trade  of  the  said  British  territories ; 
but  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  having  in 
the  first  instance  proceeded  to  one  of  the  said 
principal  settlemenu  of  the  British  dominions  in 
the  East  Indies,  and  then  going  with  their  ortfj^l- 
nal  cargoes,  or  part  thereof,  from  one  of  the  said 
priocipal  settlements  to  another,  shall  not  be  con- 
aidered  as  carrying  on  the  coasting  trade. 

The  vessels  of  the  United  States  may  also 
touch  for  refreshment,  but  not  for  commerce,  in 
the  course  of  their  voyage  to  or  from  the  British 
territories  in  India,  or  to  or  from  the  dominions 
of  the  Emperor  of  China,  at  the  Cape  of  Q<M>d 
Hope,  the  island  of  St.  Helena,  or  such  other 
places  as  may  be. in  the  possession  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, in  the  African  or  Indian  seas;  it  being  well 
understood  that,  in  all  that  regards  this  article^ 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall  be  sub- 
ject in  all  respects  to  the  laws  and  regulations 
of  the  British  Government  from  lime  to  time 
established. 

Art.  4.  It  shall  be  free  for  each  of  the  two 
contracting  parties,  respectively,  to  appoint  Con- 
suls for  the  protection  of  trade  in  the  dominions 
and  territories  of  the  other  party;  bQt»  before  any 
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ComqI  shall  tot  as  such,  he  abaU|  ia  ihe  usual 
form,  be  approred  and  admitted  by  the  Govero- 
nieoc  to  which  he  is  sent ;  and  it  is  hereby  de- 
clared,  that  in  case  of  illegal  or  improper  conduct 
towards  the  laws  or  Gtoveroment  of  the  country 
to  which  he  is  seat^  such  Consul  may  either  be 
punished  according  to  law,  if  the  laws  will  reach 
the  ease/ot  be  sent  back;  the  offended  Gk>?ern- 
ment  assigning  to  the  other  the  reasons  for  the 


It  is  hereby  declared,  that  either  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  may  except  from  the  residence  of 
Consuls  such  particular  places  as  such  party  shall 
judge  fit  to  be  excepted.  ^ 

Art.  5.  This  convention,  when  the  same  shall 
hare  been  duly  ratified  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  and  with  the  adYice  and  con- 
sent of  their  Senate,  and  by  His  Britannic  Bia- 
jesly,  and  the  respectire  ratifications  mutually 
exeban^,  ^hall  be  bindtaff  and  obligatory  on 
the  United  States  and  His  Majesty  for  lour  years 
from  the  date  of  its  signature ;  and  the  ratifica* 
cions  shall  be  exchanged  to  six  months  from  this 
time,  or  sooner,  if  possible. 

Done  at  London,  this  third  day  of  July,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 
JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 
HBNRY  CLAY, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
FREDERICK  J.  ROBINSON, 
HBNRY  GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


Extract  of  a  tetter  from  the  American  Commiuioneref 
Miesers.  Clay  and  Gaitatin,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  dated 

London,  May  18, 1815. 

Having  had  reason  to  beliere  that  the  British 
QoYernment  had  abstained  from  answering  the 
eommuoieation  of  the  joint  commission  from 
Ghent  of  the  -^^^^  dajr  of  December  1814,  until 
they  received  official  information  o(  the  Ameri- 
can ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  we  thought 
it  advisable,  soon  after  that  event  was  knowa  to 
ns,  to  repair  to  this  city,  in  order  that  we  might 
aacertain  the  disposition  of  this  Government  as 
to  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  two 
countriesr 

Shortly  after  our  arrival  here,  we  were  invited 
by  Lord  Castlereagh  to  an  interview  with  him. 
A  minute  of  the  substance  of  the  conversation 
which  took  place  on  that  occasion,  as  drawn  up 
and  agreed  to  by  the  parties,  is  enclosed.  We 
oommunicated  to  Mr.  Goulburn,  the  next  day, 
our  answer  iipon  the  three  sntrjects  to  which  the 
conversation  related. 

In  the  interview  with  Lord  Castlereagh,  he 
had  stated  that  four  or  five  days  might  be  neces- 
sary on  their  part  to  prepare  for  the  proposed 
conversation.  Nearly  three  weeks  leaving  elapsed 
without  hearing  further  on  the  subject,  we  took 
what  appeared  to  us  a  fit  occasion  to  intimate 
our  intention  of  leaving  London.  A  few  day$ 
after, 'We  received  an  invitation  from  the  Vice 
Prttident  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Mr.  Robinson, 


to  call  at  his  office  on  the  11th  instant*  We  ac* 
eordioely  attended,  and  were  received  by  him 
and  Messrs.  Goulburn  and  Adams,  two  of  the 
British  Commissioners  who  bad  negotiated  the 
Treaty  of  GhenL 

They  opened  the  conversation  by  adverting  to 
what  had  led  to  this  interview,  and  professed 
themselves  to  be  ready  to  receive  any  proposi- 
tions we  might  choose  to  make.  We  observed, 
that  in  the  treaties  which  America  had  hereto- 
fore made  (particularly  with  this  country)  regu* 
lating  commercial  intercourse,  there  were  gener- 
ally comprised  two  subjects:  one,  which  respected 
commercial  regulations,  applicable  to  a  state  of 
peace  as  well  as  of  war ;  the  other,  which,  re- 
spected the  rights  and  duties  of  the  parties,  one 
being  at  war  and  the  other  remaining  at  peace. 
Accordingly,  our  Government  had  instructed  us 
to  bring  forward  both  those  subjects. 

As  to  the  commercial  intercourse,  without  at 
this  time  going  into  details,  or  minor  points,  which 
it  might  be  necessary  in  the  progress  of  the  ne* 
ffotistion'  to  adjust,  we  would  content  ourselves, 
in  this  unofficial  conversation,  with  touching  on 
the  most  important  topics  which  it  seemed  to  us 
desirable  to  discuss  and  arrange.  These  were^ 
that  the  two  countries  should  respectively  be 
placed  on  the  footing  of  the  nation  the  most  fa- 
vored ;  that,  in  the  trade  between  America  and 
the  British  European  dominions,  all  discrimina- 
ting duties  on  tonnage  and  on  merchandise,  either 
imported  or  exported,  should  be  abolished ;  that 
the  trade  between  America  and  the  British  West 
Indies  should  be  regulated,  and  placed  on  some 
more  permanent  basis  than  the  occasional  acts 
of  the  colonial  authorities;  that  the  nature  and 
kind  of  intercourse  between  America  and  the  ad- 
joining British  provinces  should  be  defined  and 
{irovided  for ;  and  that  the  trade  with  the  British 
ndia  possessions  should  be  opeqed  to  America 
on  liberal  principles. 

In  regard  to  the  discriminating  duties,  we  re- 
marked, that  a  proposition  to  abolish  them  first 
came  from  Great  Britain,  and'  a  provision  to  that 
efiect  was  insetted  in  the  unratified  treaty  of 
1806.  Congress  had  taken  up  the  matter  at  their 
last  session,  and  passed  an  act,  which  we  ex* 
plained.  We  thought  it  desirable  that  they 
should  be  abolished,  in  order  to  prevent  tbope 
collisions,  and  that  system  of  commercial  war- 
fare, in  which  the  two  conntries  would  probably 
be  involved  by  an  adherence  to  them.  As  an 
example,  we  mentioned  the  great  extra  duty  to 
which,  as  we  understood,  the  article  of  cotton 
was  liable  by  the  British  laws^  wheii  imported  in 
foreign  vessels,  and  which,  if  persisted  in,  would 
cerumly  be  met  by  some  countervailing  regula- 
tions. 

With  respect  to  the  trade  to  British  India,  we 
observed,  ihat  we  had  no  equivalent  to  offer  for 
it;  that  it  was  for  Great  Britain  to  consider 
whether  a  commerce,  consisting  as  it  did  almost 
entirely  in  the  exchange  of  our  specif  for  India 
produce,  was  not  of  a  nature  to  deserve  the  most 
liberal  encouragement;  but  that  we  had  rather 
enter  iuto  no  stipulation  on  the  snbject  than  he 
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rtsiMted  to  a  direct  inter^onne,  us  had  been 
proposed  by  the  onratified  treaty,  botb  on  the 
outward  and  retarn  royage. 

On  the  other  soli^et,  (the  rights  and  duties  of 
the  parties,  one  being  at  war  and  the  other  in  a 
eondition  of  peace,)  we  proceeded  to  remark, 
that  whilst  a  prospect  of  a  long  Boropean  peace 
appeared  to  eiist,  as  was  the  case  when  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent  was  concloded,  it  was  less  im- 
portant to  provide  for  questions  arising  under 
this  head.  But  it  was  impossible  to  shut  our 
ayes  to  the  demonstrations  everywhere  'making 
of  a  new  war,  which,  if  it  should  assume  a  ma* 
ritime  character,  might  again  menace  the  har- 
mony and  ffood  understanding  between  the  two 
countries.  It  was  desirablci  therefore,  to  antitsi- 
pate  and  provide  for  the  evil.  The  first  and 
moat  important  point  was  that  of  impressment. 
Great  Britain  had  always  professed  a  willingness 
to  receive  and  consider  any  proposition  which 
America  shootd  be  disposed  to  make  on  that  sub- 
ject. It  would,  perhaps,  be  unprofitable  at  this 
time  to  go  into  a  disctission  of  the  rif;lit;  as  to 
Which  we  would  merely  remark,  that  it  was  im- 
possible that  there  could  be  a  stronger  conviction 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  that  it  was  with  her, 
than  there  was  on  the  part  of  America  that  it 
was  on  her  side.  It  was  better  to  look  to  some 
practical  arrangement,  by  which,  without  con- 
cession of  right  by  either  party,  the  mischiefs 
complained  of  on  both  sides  might  be  prevented. 
To  this  end  the  attention  of  our  Government 
had  been  turned.  We  believed  that  Great  Bri- 
tain had  never  heretofore  contended  that  the 
American  Government  was  bound  to  prohibit 
the  merchants  of  the  United  States  from  em- 
ploying foreign  seamen,  any  more  than  it  was 
Dound  to  forbid  their  snipping  eontraband  arti- 
cles. America  was,  however^  now  willing  to 
take  upon  herself  such  an  obligation,  and  to  ex- 
clude British  seamen  from  her  merchant  service; 
and  we  believed  such  exclusion  mifiHbt  be  as<  ef- 
fectually executed  as  our  revenue  laws.  Here 
ire  called  their  attention  to  th^  act  which  Con- 
gress had  passed  on  that  subject,  and  to  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  to  that  body  towards  the 
tloseof  its  last  session.  Upon  the  supposition 
that  the  exclusion  of  British  seamen  should  be 
absolute  and  entire,  there  would  no  longer  exist 
any  ground  for  the  claim  of  impressment,  and, 
of  course,  no  objection  to  its  abandonment.  We 
stated  that,  besides  the  motive  which  existed 
with  our  Government  of  guarding  against  colli- 
sion with  Great  Britain,  another  powerful  one 
operated — that  of  encouraging  our  native  sea- 
men, and  of  not  bein^  obliged  to  re)^  on  the  un- 
certain supply  of  foreigners.  To  this  system,  as 
a  substitute  for  that  of  impressment,  it  did  not 
appear  to  us  that  Great  Britain  could  object,  un- 
less it  was  thought  to  be  impracticable  in  its  exe- 
cution. We  bad  no  doubt  ourselves  that,  even 
admitting  that  there  might  be,  as  in  cases  of 
MBVRglinff)  occasional  instances  of  evasion  of  the 
aystem  of  exclusion,,  it  would  nevertheless  be, 
urpon  the  whole,  much  more  favorable  in  its  re- 
ault  to  Qveat  Britain.    Thia  aystem  would  apply 


to  and  operate  upon  every  AmerieaQ  veasd; 
whilst  that  of  impressment  reached  only  the  eases 
of  those  vessels  with  which  it  accidentally  came 
in  contact.  We  were  aware  of  the  diffieahies 
which  had  heretofore  opposed  a  satis&ctory  ar- 
roneement  on  this  subject.  Still,  it  wasj>iie  of 
such  vital  importance,  so  tending  to  bring  the 
two  countries  into  collision,  that  k  was  impossft- 
ble  it  should  receive  a  consideration  too  earnest 
and  too  anxious. 

The  next  point  which  it  seemed  to  us  impor- 
tant to  settle  was,  the  trade  of  America  with  the 
eoloniesof  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain.  Toimrda 
the  end  ef  the  last  Buropean  war,  queslioiia 
growing  out  of  that  trade  had  been  terminated 
by  the  eoaquest  of  those  colonies  by  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  but  many  of  them  having  been  restored  at 
the  peace,  the  disputes  which  heretofore  existed 
might  apin  arise.  The  former  anan^mentsoa 
this  subject  might,  with  some  modtficatioos,  serve 
as  a  basis. 

We  then  stated  thatwe  did  not  intend,  in  this 
preliminary  and  unofficial  eaoversation,  to  dis^ 
cuss  the  other  points  belonging  to  this  bnneh  of 
the  subject.  A  definition  of  blockades  was  de- 
sirable, and  could  noi,  it  seemed,  be  attended 
with  muob  difficulty,  as  we  beNeved  that  there 
was  no  real  difference  between  the  twa  countries 
with  respect  to  the  abstract  principle  *,  but  we 
apprehended  that  the  disputes  which  might  here- 
after lake  place  on  that  subject  would  arise  al- 
most exclusively  from  questions  of  fiict,  which 
no  previous  definition  eauld  prevent. 

As,  in  the  event  of  war,  Gkeat  Britain  might 
desire  to  know  the  dispoHiitton  of  our  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject  of  privateers  and  prizes  we 
would  only  now  say  that  the  principle  waieh 
might  be  adopted  with  respect  to  Great  Britain^ 
whether  of  admission  or  exclusion,  muet  equally 
and  impartially  apply  to  ail  the  parties  to  tbie 
war. 

These  were  all  the  topics  noticed  by  us,  aiKi 
we  enforced  and  illustrated  them  by  various 
other  obeervations. 

The  British  gentlemen,  professing  not  to  have 
eneeted  those  points  to  be  brought  forward 
which  applied  to  a  belligerent  slate  of  one  of  the 
parties,  expressed  a  wish  to  know  whether,  in  our 
view,  the  two  subjects  were  inseparable,  and 
whether  we  could  not  come  to  an  agreement  on 
those  topics  which  were  probably  less  difficult  to 
be  adjusted,  leaving  the  others  for  further  con- 
sideration and  future  arrangement?  We  re- 
plied, that,  heretofore,  they  hlid  always  be«i 
blended  together  by  our  Government,  and  that 
we  intended  to  bring  them  all  up  for  consider- 
ation ;  that,  at<  present,  however,  we  onlv  pre- 
sentied  them  for  coasiueration.  as  it  wou^d  be 
premature,  at  this  time,  to  make  any  of  them  a 
mm  ^ua  non:  and  that  whether  a  treaty  omit- 
ting some  of  them  would  be  acceptable,  must 
depend  on  its  general  tenor,  and  upon  the  extent 
and  importance  of  the  subjects  which  might  be 
comprehended  in  the  arrangement. 

They  proceeded  to  remark  that  some  of  the 
subjects  had  been  aiwaya  found  to  involve  ea-- 
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U«me  diffieaU]^,  pirtieoUrly  that  of  impressmeot ; 
that  Great  Britain  was  certainly  prepared,  at  all 
times,  to  receive  and  to  consider  any  proposition 
that  America  might  be  disposed  to  make  in  re- 
lation toil;  bot  one  of  the  gentlemen  remarked 
that,  from  the  deep  interest  which  was  felt  by 
Great  Britain  in  it,  she  must  view  with  great 
jealoasy  (by  which,  he  said,  he  meant  vigilance^ 
any  such  proposition;  that  the  inquiry  which 
they  had  just  made  as  to  our  willingness  to  sepa- 
rate the  two  subjecu  proceeded  from  a  wish  to 
ascertain  whether  it  were  likely  that  anjr  prac- 
tical result  could  be  speedily  obtained,  if  they 
entered  upon  the  negotiation  at  this  time. 

On  the  subject  ordiscrimiaating  duties,  men- 
tioned by  us,  they  said  their  Government  would 
receive  favorably  the  proposition  for  a  mutual 
abolition  of  them.  As  to  the  trade  with  India, 
their  Government  was  not  at  all  disposed  to  shut 
Ds  out  from  it.  In  r^rd  to  the  trade  to  the 
West  Indies,  considering  the  difiicuUies  which 
had  heretofore  presented  themselves  in  placing  it, 
by  treaiv,  upon  a  footing  satisfactory  to  both 
parties,  they  feared  it  would  not  now  be  practi- 
cable to  enter  into  any  stipulation  respecting  it 
which  should  meet  the  views  of  the  two  coun- 
tries.      .  « 

TtM  iaterview  terminated  1^  their  stating  that 
they  would  report  to  the  Cabinet  the  substance 
of  vkat  had  passed  between  us,  and  by  their 
pledging  themselves  to  do  all  in  llieir  power  to 
affsrd  us  an  early  answer. 

On  the  16th  iostant,  having  been  again  invited 
by  thiQ  Vioe  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  tq 
call  at  his  oflEice,  we  accordingly  attended,  and 
ware  received  by  the  same  gentlemen.  They 
stated  that  they  bad  reported  to  the  Cabinet  what 
bad  passed  at  the  -last  interview,  and  were  now 
prepared  to  give  us  aa  answer  on  the  several 
tofMCs  to  which  the  conversation  related ;  in  do** 
ing  this,  they  Would  observe  the  order  which  had 
been  marked  out  by  us. 

1st.  On  the  commercial  intescourse  between 
the  two  countries,  they  were  authorized  to  state 
that  ih^r  Government  was  ready  to  treat  with 
qs  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nation,  and 
was  also  willing;  to  enter  into  any  arrangement 
by  whioh  all  discriminating  duties  on  importa- 
tions and  tonnage  should  be  mutually  done  away. 
They  were  wilUng  to  admit  us  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  trade  with  Briiish  India,  unclogged  by 
the  r^triction  on  the  outward  voyage  conuiined 
in  the  unratified  treaty,  but  must  still  insist  on 
that  contained  in  the  treaty  of  1794,  on  the  return 
voyage.  Considering  tliat  we  had  candidly 
stated  that  we  had  no  equivalent  to  offer,  except 
what  was  to  be  found  in  the  trade  itself,  they 
would  expect,  for  i^is  concession,  a  spirit  of  ac- 
commodation on  our  side  in  other  parts  of  the 
opmoiereial  arrangement--Tthe  fur  trade,  or  some 
other. 

The  trade  with  the  British  West  IndieS|  they 
stated,  had  always  been  a  subject  of  great  dim- 
euity,  and  their  Government  was  not  prepared 
to  make  any  change  in  that  ooloaial  policy  to 
which  they  had  so  Jong  adhered  j  but  they  would 


hope  that  this  would  not  form  any  obstacle  to 
the  negotiation. 

Witn  respect  to  the  trade  with  their  North 
American  possessions,  they  were  ready  to  re- 
ceive and  discuss  any  propositions  we  might 
have  to  offer,  with  an  anxiT>os  desire  to  place  it 
on  a  footing  mutually  satisfactory. 

2dly.  On  those  subjects  which  related  to  a 
state  in  which  one  of  the  parties  should  be  at 
war  and  the  other  in  peace,  it  was  not  neoeasary 
to  disguise  that. they  had  been  always  attended 
with  gr^at  difficulties.  Still  they  were  willing, 
in  a  spirit  of  amity  and  with  candor,  to  receive 
and  to  discuss  any  propositions  we  might  offier. 

With  regard  to  blociades,  they  could  not  think 
it  necessary  to  enter  into  any  treaty  definitipn  of 
them,  as  the  questions  which  might  hereafter 
arise  on  that  subject,  according  to  our  own  state- 
ment, would  relate  rather  to  the  fact  than  to  the 
principle,  on  which  the  two  Csovernments  seemed 
to  agree.  Indeed,  they  thought  that  such  a  defir 
niiion  might  tend  to  weaken,  as  implying  a  doo^t 
of  the  correctness  of  the  principle. 

In  relation  to  the  trade  with  enemies'  coloniesi 
besides  the  intrinsic  difficulty  of  the  question,  as 
heretofore  experienced  in  all  attempts  to  arrange 
it,  there  was  another,  arising  out  or  their  want  of 
information  as  to  whether  France  bad  adopted 
any,  and  what,  system  of  colonial  policy,  since 
the  restomtion  of  her  colonies.  It  might  be  that 
she  had  opened  their  trade  to  foreign  nations  la 
peace  as  well  as  in  war;  in  Which  case,  the 
questions  that  had  heretofore  existed  could  not 
be  agitated  again. 

Impressment  bad,  they  continued,  of  all  tljia 
class  of  subjects,  been  found  most  difficult  tp 
arrange.  They  were  aware  how  important  it 
was  considered  in  both  countries,  and  hpw,  in 
both,  it  touched  public  sensibility.  As  hereto- 
fore, they  were  now  ready  to  receive  and  con- 
sider any  proposition  our  Government  might 
make  respecting  it ;  and,  even  without  any  treaty 
stipulation,  their  Government  was  now  anxiously 
engaged  in  devising  means  to  prevent  the  abuses 
of  which  we  complain.  If  the  law  which  we  ha^ 
mentioned  at  the  last  interview  should  be  effec« 
tnal  in  its  object,  it  would  doubtless  do  away  a 
great  motive  with  them  for  impressment.  Still 
they  were  bound  to  consider,  with  the  moat  vigpr 
lant  attention,  any  proposition  for  the  abandl^a- 
ment  of  what  they  mu«te4Nisideraright^ea«efitial 
to  their  safety.  That  law  did  not,  however,  as 
they  understood,  settle  the  question  who  were.K> 
be  considered  as  British  subjects — ^a  question  on 
which  the  two  countries  might  not  be  able  to 
come  to  an  understanding. 

With  regard  to  our  ideas  respecting  privataeia 
and  prizes,  they  were  certainly  fair  and  unexcep- 
tionable. \ 

As  they  had  hinted  at  some  accommodation  in 
the  fur  trade,  or  in  other  parts  of  the  commercial 
arran^meqt,  for  their  supposed  concession  ra- 
specting  the  India  trade,  we  thought  the  occasion 
suitable  for  stating  that  we  were  positively  in- 
structed not  to  consent  to  the  renewal  of  the 
trade  between  Bfitiah  subjects  and  the  Indians 
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with  in  our  territories.  We  stated  that  the  dis- 
position of  our  GoverDmeot  qn  this  subject  did 
not  proceed  from  commfrcia],  but  political  coo- 
sideratioDs.  They  did  not  insist  upon  it,  nor 
seem  to  think  that  t)ye  determination  of  our  Gov- 
ernment would  prevent  an  arrangement  of  the 
Canada  trade.  One  of  them  inquired  whether 
iwe  expected,  in  like  manner,  to  be  excluded  from 
the  trade  with  the  Indians  in  their  territories? 
To  which  we  replied,  certainlv. 

We  explained  the  law  for  the  exclusion  of  for- 
eign seamen  from  our  service,  and  mentioned 
that  the  naturalization  of  seamen  would  be  al- 
most altogether  prevented,  in  future,  by  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  continued  residence  of  five  years. 
We  stated  that  we  were  authorized  to  enter  into 
stipulations  that  would  forbid  the  employment  of 
such  British  seamen  as  might,  under  our  laws,  be 
hereafter  naturalized  ;  but  that  we  could  not  do 
it  with  respect  to  those  who  were  already  natu- 
ralized. We  had  thought  that,  as  to  them,  an 
exception  miffht  be  made,  permitting,  on  both 
aides,  the  voluntary  employment  of  such  sea- 
men, natives  of  one  country,  as  might  have  here- 
tofore been  naturalized  under  the  laws  of  the 
other  country.  We  added,  that  the  number  of 
British  seamen  already  naturalized,  which  could 
constitute,  as  it  appeared  to  us.  the  only  difficulty 
in  an  arrangement,  was  very  inconsiderable. 
Doctor  Adams  concurred  in  opinion  that  there 
were  not  many. 

We  made  some  further  explanations,  and  finally 
told  them  that,  considering  the  dispositions  which 
we  bad  been  happy  to  meet  with  in  them,  we 
would  iiow*say,  that  we  would  enter  upon  the 
negotiation ;  reserving  to  ourselves,  however,  the 
right,  as  our  powers  were  several  as  well  as  joint, 
to  withdraw  from  it  if  circumstances  should 
make  it  eligible  to  do  so,  and  to  leave  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, whom  we  daily  expected,  to  conclude  it. 

The  interview  closed  by  their  undertaking  to 
provide  themselves  immediately  with  the  neces- 
sary powers  to  proceed  in  the  negotiation,  and 
bv  an  assurance  that  they  would  continue  to  do 
all  in  their  power  to  bring,  it  to  a  speedy  and  suc- 
cessful issue. 


tion,  like  that  which  he  understood  bad  taken 

Elace  in  the  former  negotiation  between  Lords 
[olland  and  Auckland,  and  Messrs.  Monroe  and 
Pinkney,  should  be  free  from  official  forms;  and 
thought  such  a  course  best  calculated  to  ascertain 
if  it  were  likely  that  the  two  Governments  could 
come  to  any  practical  result  on  this  interesting 
subject. 

It  was  observed  by  one  of  the  American  Com- 
missioners, that  such  a  conversation  would  be  on 
terms  of  inequality,  (the  American  Commission- 
ers being  invested  with  powers,  and  the  other 
gentlemen  having  none,)  unless  it  was  understood 
not  only  that  it  should  be  considered  as  entirely 
unofficial,  but  that  the  same  gentlemen  should 
afterwards  be  commissioned  to  conclude  a  treaty, 
if  it  were  thought  that  one  could  be  formed.  Lord 
Castlereaeh  remarked,  in  reply,  that  such  was 
certainly  his  intention. 

The  conversation  ended  in  an  understanding 
that  the  American  Commissioners  would  consult 
together  upon  the  three  topics  mentioned  bv  Lord 
Casttereagn,  and  communicate  on  the  following 
day  to  Mr.  Goulbourn  the  resolt  of  their  deliber- 
ations. 


The 


Ficniooicntim  ici  to  tkt 
SiaU. 


fiSscrstary  tf 


Ethrad  of  a  minute  of  a  eonoertaHon  which  took  place 
ai  Lord  Caetlereagh't,  between  hie  Lonhhip  and 
Meeere.  Clay  and  Gallatin,  April  16,  1816. 

LordCastlereagh  then  called  the  attention  of  the 
American  Commissioners  to  a  communication 
made  by  them  at  Ghent,  relative  to  their  power 
to  treat  on  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  two  countries.  He  said,  before  he  gave  an 
answer  to  that  communication,  he  should' be  glad, 
if  it  were  agreeable  to  the  American  Commis- 
aioners,  that  there  should  be  an  unofficial  eonver- 
aation  between  them  and  the  British  Commis- 
sioners who  negotiated  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  to- 
gether with  Mr.  Robinson,  whom  be  would  asso- 
ciate with  them  for  that  purpose,  to  ascertain  if 
it  were  likely  that  some  geaeral  principles  could 
be  agreed  upon  to  form  the  basis  of  a  treaty  of 
commerce.'    He  should  prefer  that  this  con  versa- 1 


LoNDOR,  July  3, 1815. 

Sir:  We  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  conven- 
tion for  regulating  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
which  we  concluded  this  day  with  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries. 

Messrs.  Clay  and  GaHatin's  despatch  of  the  18th 
May  last  has  informed'  you  of  the  preltmioary 
step  taken  by  them  on  that  subject.  Mr.  Adams 
arrived  in  London  on  the  24th  of  May,  and  on  the 
5th  of  June  wc  were  invited  by  Messrs.  Robinsoni 
Goulburn,  and  Adams,  to  meet  them  on  the  7cb. 
At  this  conference,  after  a  mutual  exhibition  of 
our  powers,  and  some  general  observations,  we 
delivered  to  them  our  project  of  a  comoMrcial 
convention,  a  copy  of  which  (marked  No.  1)  b 
herewith  enclosed.  They  promised  to  take  it 
into  immediate  consideration,  and  on  the  9th  in- 
formed us  that  they  would  prepare  and  transmit 
to  us  a  contre-projet. 

Believing  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  an  im- 
mediate arrangement  on  the  subject  of  seamen, 
and  knowing  that  without  it  no  treaty  defining 
the  rights  and  duties  of  belligerents  and  neutrals 
was  admissible,  we  exdoded  all  that  related  to 
that  branch  of  the  subject  from  our  projet,  and 
confined  it  to  objects  purely  commercial. 

We  took  the  third  article  of  ihe  Treaty  of  17M, 
respecting  the  intercourse  with  Canada^  as  the 
basis  of  the  corresponding  article :  omitting,  ae* 
cording  to  our  instructions,  whatever  related  to 
the  Indian  trade.  In  drawing  the  other  articles, 
we  were  principally  guided  by  the  unratified 
Treaty  of  1806 ;  by  the  instructions  given  in 
relation  to  ft  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  his 
despatch  of  May  20,  ^807 ;  and  bjr  the  act  of  Con^ 
gress  of  the  3d  March  last,  for  abolishing  all  dit- 
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eriminatiDg  doties.  From  the  ]>revi6u8  ezplieit 
declarations  of  the  British  PlenipoteDtiaries,  we 
deemed  ft  aseless  to  offer  any  article  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  intercourse  with  the  West  India. islands, 
and  only  inserted  a  clause  to  preyent  the  appli- 
cation to  that  intercourse  of  the  provisions  con- 
templated by  the  convention. 

On  the  16th  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  ad- 
dressed to  us  a  note,  enclosing  their  contre-projet. 
(marked  No«  2.)  and  on  the  17th  we  transmitted 
our  answer,  (marked  No.  3.)  The  whole  subject 
was  discussed  at  large  in  conferences  held  on  the 
19th  and  21at.  The  British  Plenipotentiairies,  in 
a  note  of  the  10th,  (marked  No.  4J  stated  the 
.substance  of  their  answer  to  ours  of  the  17th.  In 
the  conference  of  the  21st  we  delivered  the  addi- 
tional clause  to  the  second  article  of  the  contre- 
projet,  (marked  Noc  5.)  and  afterwards,  on  the 
same  day,  we  transmitted  our  note,  marked  No.  6. 

It  will  be  perceived,  by  these  notes,  that  we  had 
come  to  an  understanding  as  to  the  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  the  British  terri- 
tories in  Edrope,  and  that  we  disagreed  on  three 
points— the  intercourse  with  Canada}  placing, 
^nerally,  both  countries  on  the  foottog  of  the  most 
Mvbred  nations;  and  the  intercourse  with  the 
British  East  Indies. 

On  the  first  point,  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
persisted  in  renising  to  admit  that  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  should  have  the  right  to  take 
their  produce  down  the  river  St.  Lawrence  to 
Montreal,  and  down  the  river  Chamblv  (or  Sorel) 
to  the  St.  Lawrence ;  and,  without  that  permis- 
sion, the  article  was  useless  to  us,  and  unequal  in 
its  practical  operation.  The  prorision  that  the 
importation  of  our  produce  into  Canada  should 
not  be  prohibited,  unless  the  prohibition  extended 
generally  to  all  similar  articles,  afforded  us  no 
security,  as  no  similar  articles  are  imported  into 
Canada  from  any  other  foreign  country ;  whilst 
the  corresponding  provision  respecting  the  im- 
portation into  the  United  States,  through  Cana- 
da, of  the  produce  and  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain,  effectually  prevented  us  from  prohibiting 
such  an  importation,  since  this  could  not  be  done 
without  extending  the  prohibition  to  the  import- 
ation of  all  similar  articles,  either  of  British  or 
other  erowth  or  manufacture,  into  the  Atlantic 
ports  of  the  United  States. 

The  article  for  placing,  respectively,  the  two 
countjries  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  na- 
tiofi,  limited,  as  was  insisted  on  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries,  to  the  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  the  European,  territories  of 
Qreat  Britain,  was  uooecessary,  since  ail  ihatap* 
peared  desirable  on  that  subject  was  secured  by 
the  second  article;  and  a  provision  of  that  na- 
ture, unless  offering  some  obvious  advantage,  was 
deemed  embarrassing,  on  account  of  the  difficul- 
ties attached  to  its  execution. 

With  this  view  of  the  two  subjects,  and  finding 
that  to  arrange  them  in  a  satisfactory  manner 
was  impracticable,  we  proposed,  in  our  note  of  the 
81st,  to  omit  altogether  the  articles  relating  to 
them. 

On  the  iobjeet  of  the  intercourse  with  India, 


the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  contrary  to  the  im- 

Sression  made  in  the  unofficial  conversations  on 
lessrs.  Clay  and  Gkilatio,  insisted,  on  our  offi- 
cial conferences,  that  our  admission  to  that  trade 
was,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  a  concession 
altogether  gratuitous,  and  for  whica,  particularly 
as  to  the  privilege  of  indirect  outward  voyages, 
she  ultimately  expected  an  equivalent ;  whilst  we 
atrenuouslv  contended  that  an  equivalent  was 
found  in  the  trade  itself,  which  was  highly  bene- 
ficial to  India,  or,  at  all  events,  considenog  the 
nature  of  the  commercial  intercourse  generally 
between  the  two  countries,  in  the  other  provisions 
of  the  convention.  On  the  same  ground,we  urged 
our  claim  to  be  placed  in  India  on  the  same  foot- 
ing|  at  least,  as  the  most  favored  nations'^  to 
which  it  was  replied  that  they  made  a  distinction 
between  those  nations  which  nad  possessions  there 
and  those  which  had  none.  The  refusal  not  be- 
ing altogether  explicit,  we  renewed  our  proposal 
to  that  effect  in  our  note. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries,  in  a  note  of  the 
23d,  (marked  No.  7,)  acceded  to  our  proposal  to 
omit  the  third  and  fifth  articles,  and  refusing  that 
on  the  subject  of  Indians,  offered  to  omit  the  ar- 
ticle altogether,  and  to  sign  a  convention  em- 
bracing only  the  provisions  respecting  the  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
territories  in  Europe. 

This  proposal  we  rejected  in  our  note  of  the 
24th,  (marked  No.  8.)  But  in  order  to  meet,  if 
practicable,  the  views  of  the  British  Government, 
and  to  avoid  making  any  distinction  between  the 
East  India  trade  and  the  other  branches  of  com-  * 
mercial  intercourse,  we  proposed  to  limit  the  dura- 
tion of  the  whole  convention  to  four  years;  and 
we  offered,  as  an  alternative,  an  arrangement  fur 
the  sole  purpose  of  abolishing  the  discriminating 
duties,  in  conformity  with  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  last  session. 

In  a  note  of  the  26th,  (marked  No.O,)  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  informed  us  that  they  founMt 
necessary  to  refer  our  last  proposals  to  their  Gov- 
ernment; and  by  their  note  or  the  29(h,  (marked 
No.  10.^  they^ accepted  our  offer  of  a  convention 
embracing  the  East  India  article,  and  limited  to 
four  years,  to  be  calculated  from  the  date  of  its 
luenature.  We  replied  to  this  in  a  note  dated 
30th  June,  (and  marked  No.  11,)  and  on  the  same 
day  arranged,  in  a  conference,  the  details  of  the 
convention. 

We  beg  leiive  to  add,  that  the  si^me  restriction 
which  confines  our  vessels  to  the  principal  ports 
of  India  is,  except  in  special  cases,  imposed  by  the 
act  of  Parliament  on  British  subjects;  and  that, 
besides  the  discriminatioa  in  the  export  duty  from 
England,  the  difference  on  the  import  duty  oa 
the  article  of  cotton  had,  by  a  late  act  of  Par- 
liament, been  increased  to  two-pence  sterling  per 
pound  in  favorof  every  species  imported  in  British 
vessels,  and  even  of  Brazil  cotton  imported  in 
Portuguese  vessels. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  ifcc. 
JOHNaUINCYADAM^, 
H.CLAY, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
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No.  1. 
Profet  of  the  American  Ministers. 

Abt.  1.  Tftre  shall  be  between  the  territories 
of  the  United  States  and  all  the  dominions  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty  in  JSitrope,  a  reciprocal  and 
perfect  liberty  of  commerce  and  navigation.  The 
people  and  inhabitants  of  the  two  conntries^re- 
spectiyely,  shall  have  liberty,  freely  and  securely, 
and  without  hindrance  and  molestation,  to  come 
with  their  ships  and  cargoes  to  the  lands, countries, 
cities,  pprtB^  places,  and  rivers  within  the  territories 
and  dominions  aforesaid,  to  enter  into  the  same,  to 
resort  there,  and  to  remain  and  reside  there  with* 
oat  any  limitation  of  time;  also,  to  hire  and  pos- 
sess honses  and  warehouses,  for  the  purposes  of 
their  commerce ;  and,  generally,  the  merchants 
and  traders  on  each  side  shall  enjoy  the  most 
complete  protection  and  security  for  their  com- 
merce, but  subject  always^  as  to  what  respects  this 
article,  to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, respectively. 

Art.  2.  No  other  or  hij^r  duties  shall  be  im- 
posed on  the  importation  into  the  United  States 
of  any  articles  the  growth,  oroduce,  or  manufac- 
ture, of  the  dominions  of  ttis  Britannic  Majesty 
in  Burojpe,  nor  on  the  importation  into  His  brit- 
annic  Majesty's  dominions  in  Europe  of  any  arti- 
cle the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the 
Utfited  States,  than  are  or  shall  be  payable  on  the 
like  articles  being  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  maa- 
vfaoture,  of  an^  other  foreign  country.  Nor  shall 
any  higher  duties  or  charges  be  imposed,  in  either 
of  the  two  countries,  on  the  exportation  of  any 
artieles  to  the  United  States,  or  to  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  dominions  in  Europe,  respectively,  than 
such  as  are  payable  on  the  exportation  of  the  like 
articles  to  every  t>ther  foreign  country ;  nor  shall 
any  prohibition  be  imposed  on  the  exportation  or 
importation  of  any  articles  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture,  of  the  United  States,  or  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  Europe,  to  or 
from  the  said  States  or  the  said  dominions,  which 
ehali  not  eqiMlly  extend  to  all  other  nations.  No 
other  or  higher  duties  or  chaigea  shall  be  im- 
posed, in  any  of  the  porta  of  the  united  States, 
on  British  vessels,  (such  only  excepted  as  maybe 
bound  from  or  to  British  possessions  to  which 
vesseb  of  the  United  Slates  are  not  permanently 
admitted,)  than  shall  be  payable  in  the  said  ports 
by  vessels  of  the  United  States ;  nor  in  the  ports 
of  any  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in 
Bmope.  on  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  than 
are  or  snail  be  payable  in  the  said  ports  by  British 
resseis.  The  same  duties  of  Exportation  and  im- 
portation^ and  also  the  same  drawbacks  and  boun- 
ties, shall  be  respectively  paid  and  allowed  in 
either  country  on  all  articles  the  produce,  growth, 
or  manufacture,  of  the  United  States  or  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  Europe,  whe- 
'ther  such  exportation  or  importation  be  io  vessels 
of  the  United  States  or  in  British  resseis. 

Art.  3.  His  Britannic  Majesty  agrees  that  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  shall  be  admitted, 
and  hospitably  received,  in  all  the  seaports  and 
harbors  of  the  British  dominiona  in  the  East  In- 


dies ;  and  that  the  eitixens  of  the  said  States  may 
freely  carry  on  a  trade  with  the  said  territories, 
in  all  articles  of  which  the  importation  or  export- 
ation respectively  to  or  from  the  said  terrttpries 
shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited:  Frtmded,  onl^ 
That  it  shall  not  be  iawfal  for  them,  ia  any  time 
of  war  between  the  British  Government  and  any 
other  Power  or  State  whatever,  to  export  from 
the  said  territories^  without  the  special  persiissioQ 
of  the  British  Gktveroment  there,  any  militmry  or 
naval  stores,  or  rice. 

The  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  shall  pay  for 
their  vessels,  when  admitted  into  the  said  ports, 
DO  other  or  higher  duty  or  charge  than  shall  be 
pavaUe  on  British  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  Uni- 
tea  States ;  and  they  shall  pay  no  other  or  higher 
duties  or  charges  on  the  importation  or  exporta- 
tion of  the  cargoes  of  the  said  vessels  than  shall 
be  payable  on  the  same  articles  when  imported  or 
exported  in  British  vessels.  But  it  is  expressly 
agreed  that  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  ahell 
not  carry  eay  of  the  articles  exponed  by  them 
from  the  saia  British  territcmes  to  any  port  or 
place,  exeept  to  some  port  or  plaee  in  Atoerieft, 
where  the  same  shall  be  unladen  $  or  to  some  poet 
or  {dace,  or  ports  or  places  in  Cbina,  or  In  the 
Indian  seas,  whence  the  said  vessels  sbaU  pro* 
ceed,as  afojreaaid,  to  some  port  or  plaee  ia  Amer- 
ica, and  there  unlade  the  wbole  of  the  arttclea 
exported,  in  the  manner  abovemenlioaed,  from 
the  aforeeaid  British  territories ;  and  saeli  ragu- 
lations  ^hall  be  adopted  hr  both  parties  as  ahall 
from  time  to  time  be  fonnd  neeesmry  to  enforce 
the  due  and  fiiithfiil  obaervaaee  of  this  atimda- 
tion.  It  is  also  understood  that  the  permission 
granted  by  this  article  h  not  to  extend  to  allow 
the  vessels  of  M&e  United  States  to  carrjr  oa  aoy 
part  of  tbe  coasting  trade  of  the  said  British  ter- 
ritories, without  the  special  peimission  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  there ;  but  the  vessels  ^ioff  from 
one  port  to  another  of  the  said  territories,  tor  the 
sole  purposes  either  of  discharging  their  ori^oei 
cargoes,  or  part  thereot^  or  oi  completing  their 
return  cargoes,  are  not  to  be  considered  as  oarrv- 
ing  on  the  coasting  trade.  NeitlMt  is  this  artieie 
to  be  construed  to  allow  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  settle  or  reside  within  the  said  terri- 
tories, or  to  go  into  the  interior  parts  thereof, 
without  the  permission  of  the  British  Gtovemmeat 
established  there  (  and  if  any  transgreeaiens  shall 
be  attempted  against  the  regolatioos  of  the  Brit^ 
ish  Government  in  this  respect,  the  observance 
of  the  same  shall  and  may  be  enforced  against  Uke 
citizensof  America,  in  theame  manner  as  against 
British  subjecu  or  others  trmasgiessing  the  mme 
rule.  And  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
whenever  they  arrive  in  any  port  or  harbor  in  the 
said  territories,  or  if  they  snoold  be  permitted,  ia 
manner  aforesaid,  to  go  to  any  other  place  there- 
in, shall  always  be  subject  to  the  laws,  govern- 
ment, and  jurisdiction,  of  whatsoever  nature, 
established  in  such  harbor,  port,  or  place,  accord- 
ing as  the  same  may  be.  The  vessels  of  the 
United  Sutes  may  also  toach  for  refreshment  at 
the  island  of  St.  Helena,  or  at  such  other  porta 
or  plaoes  as  may  be  in  the  posMssion  of  Great 
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Britain  in  the  Afrienn  or  Indian  seas*  bot  tQbject 
in  all  respects  to  sQohregnlali&ns  as  the  British 
Go?emmeot  ma^r  from  time  to  time  establish 
there. 

Aht.  4.  The  navigation  of  ail  the  lakes,  rirers, 
and  water  eommunieations.  the  middle  of  which 
IS  the  boundary  between  ihe  United  States  aod 
His  Britannic  Majeisty's  dominions  on  the  con- 
tinent of  North  America,  shall,  at  all  times,  be 
free  to  the  citizens  of  tbe  United  States  and  to 
His  Majesty's  sobjeets.  The  said  citizens  and 
subjects  may  freely  carry  on  trade  and  commerce 
with  each  other,  and,  for  that  purpose,  pass  and 
repass  by  land  or  inland  naTigation,  into  the  re- 
apeotive  territories  of  the  two  parties  on  the  said 
continent;  and  no  higher  or  other  tolls,  or  rates 
of  ferriage^  than  what  are  or  shall  be  payable  by 
nmlives,  shall  be  demanded  on  either  sicle.    All 

foods  or  merchandise,  whose  importation  into  the 
fnited  States  shall  not  be  ^olly  prohibited,  may 
fraelyr,  for  the  poriWBes  of  the  commerce  above- 
mentioned,  be  carried  into  the  same,  in  the  man- 
ner aforesaid,  by  His  Majesty's  sobjeets }  and  such 
Eiods  aod  raerehaadise  shall  besufajeot  to  no 
gher  or  other  duties  than  would  be  payable  by 
oitizens  of  the  United  States,  on  the  importation 
of  the  same  in  Ameriean  Tesseis  into  the  Atlan- 
tio  ports  of  the  said  United  States;  and,  in  like 
manner,  sill  goods  and  merchandise,  whose  im- 
portatiou  into  His  Majest^^s  said  territories  in 
America  -shall  not  be  entirely  probibited,  may 
freely,  for  the  purposes  of  commerce  aboTcmen- 
tioned,  be  carried  into  the  same,  in  the  manner 
aforesaid,  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States; 
andsQch  goods  and  merchandise  shall  be  subject 
to  no  higher  or  other  dotiea  than  woold  be  paya- 
ble by  £us  Majesty's  subjects  on  the  importation 
of  the  same  from  ICurope  into  the  said  territories. 
All  goods  not  prohibited  to  be  imj^f ted  from  the 
said  territteies,  respectively,  may,  in  like  manner, 
be  carried  out  of  the  same  by  the  two  parties. 
No  duty  of  importation  or  ezpcHtation  shall  be 
levied  bv  either  party  on  peltries  or  furs  which 
may  be  brought',  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  by  land 
or-inland  navigatioo,  from  the  said  territories  of 
one  party  into  the  said  territories  of  the  other 

party. 

Aaf.  5.  It  shall  be  free  for  each  of  the  two  con- 
tuacting  parties,  respectively,  to  appoint  consuls 
fo  the  protection  ot  trade,  and  agents  for  the  pro- 
tection of  seamen,  to  reside  in  the  dominions  and 
asffritories  of  the  other  party ;  and  the  said  con- 
suls and  agents  shall  enjoy  the  liberties  and  rights 
which  belong  to  them  by  reason  of  their  Amc- 
tions*  But  iMfore  any  consul  or  agent  aforesaid 
irtiall  act  as  such,  he  shall  be,  in  the  usual  form, 
approved  and  admitted  by  the  party  to  whom  he 
is  sent;  and  it  is  hereby  deckted  to  be  lawful  and 
proper,  that,  in  case  of  UlesAl  or  improper  con- 
duct towards  the  laws  or  Gk>vernment,  a  consul 
or  agent  aforesaid  may  either  be  punished  aocord- 
iog  to  law,  if  the  laws  will  reach  th^  lase,  or  be 
d^misivd,  or  even  sent  back;  the  offend^  Qov- 
ernment  assigning  to  the  other  the  reasons  for 
the  same. 

Avr.  6.^  Jt  being  the  iatentiea  of  the  high  con- 


tracting parties,  that  the  people  of  their  respeetive 
dominions  shall  be  placH  on  the  footing  of  the 
roost  favored  nation,  it  is  agreed,  that  in  case 
either  party  shall  hereafter  grant  any  additional 
advantage  in  navigation  or  trade  to  any  other 
nation,  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  other  party 
shall  fully  participate  therein  ;  freely,  where  it  is 
freely  granted  to  sach  other  nation,  or  yielding 
the  same  compensation  where  the  grant  is  made 
for  some  equivalent. 

No.  2. 

Tk€  Briiish  FknipaUatianM  to  ike  Amaiean  Fkm- 

tpoientiaria*  . 

BoASD  OP  Tbade,  June  16, 181& 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
to  the  PienipoteoHartes  of  the  United  States  a 
contre-projet  for  thearranffement  of  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  toe  two  countries.  The 
American  Plenipotentiaries  will  observe,  that  the 
article  respecting  the  British  Bast  Indies  is  not 
proposed  to  be  included  in  thei>ody  of  the  Treaty, 
bnt  in  a  separate  article,  and  more  limited  in  point 
of  doration«than  would  be  suitable  to  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  Treaty  itself.  The  undersigned, 
nevertheless,  flatter  themselves  that  the  Ameri- 
can Plenipotentiaries  will  see  in  the  proposed  at- 
I  tide  for  tne  East  India  intercourse,  a  proof  of  the 
I  liberal  and  conciliatory  disposition  with  which 
the  British  Qoveromen^  is  disposed  to  act  upon 
the  su^ect. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  at  one  of  the  unoffi- 
cial conferences,  and,  subsequently,  at  the  first 
official  conference  held  with  the  Ameriean  Plen- 
ipotentiaries, the  undersigned  stated,  by  order  of 
their  Glovernment,  that  if  the  power  of  {^oin^  from 
the  United  States  to  the  British  dtHninions  m  the 
Bast  Indies  by  an  indirect  course  were  conceded, 
Great -Bri^in  must  be  considered  as  entitled  to 
some  equivalent  for  the  concession,  and  that  ^ 
fur  trade  was  pointed  out  by  the  imdersigned  as 
capable  of  formshinff  that  equivalent. 

The  American  PienipoteotiaTies  having  stated 
that  their  instructions  did  not  permit  them  to 
grant,  by  stipulation,  any  eommereial  intercourse 
between  His  Majesty's  subjects  and  the  Indians 
residing  within  the  aekaowledged  boundaries  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  hot  having  suggestedany 
other  means  of  finding  an  equivalent,  the  under- 
signed would  have  been  fully  justified  in  tender- 
ing a  eontre-project  which  wholly  omitted  the 
concession  in  question.  But  His  Majesty's  Qov- 
ernment,  anxious  to  renew  the  commercial  rela- 
tions of  the  two  countries,  in  the  true  spirit  of 
fwace  and  harmony,  has  authorized  the  under- 
signed to  oifer  a  separate  article,  by  which  the 
indirect  voyage  from  the  United  States  to  the 
British  Bast  Indies  will  be  permitted,  without 
equivalent',  for  the  space  of  two  years,  in  the  con- 
fident hope  that,  during  that  period,  the  American 
Government  will  be  enabled  to  mropdae  such  an 
equivalent  as  may  induce  Great  Britain  to  make 
that  f>ermmsien  commensurate  with  the  geqeral 
duration  of  the  treaty. 

The  undersigned  will  he  happy  to^bave  the 
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honor  of  seeioe  the  American  Plenipotentiaries 
on  any  day  which  may  suit  their  convenience, 
and  request  them  to  accept  the  assurance  of  their 
high  consideration. 

P.  ROBINSON, 
HENRY  OOULBURN, 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


Contre^9rqfet  of  tkt  BritM  CommisMnen* 

Abticlb  1.  There  shall  be,  between  all  the 
territories  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  in  Europe, 
and  the  territories  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, a  reciprocal  liberty  of  commerce.  The  in- 
habitanu  of  the  two  countries,  respectiyely,  shall 
hare  liberty  fully  and  securely  to  come  with  their 
^hips  and  cargoes  to  all  such  places,  ports,  and 
rivers  in  the  territories  aforesaid,  to  which  other 
foreigners  are  iiermitted  to  come;  to  enter  into 
the  same,  and  remain  and  reside  in  any  parts  of 
the  said  territories,  respectively ;  also  to  hire  and 
occupy  warehouses  for  the  purposes  of  their  com- 
merce; and,  generally,  the  merchants  and  traders 
of  each  nation,  respectively,  shall  enjoy  the  most 
complete  protection  and  security  for  their  com- 
merce, but  subject  always  to  the  laws  and  statutes 
of  the  two  countries,  respectively. 

Abt.  2.  No  other  or  higher  duties  shall  be  im- 
posed on  the  importation  into  the  territories  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty  in  Europe,  of  any  article? 
the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  no  other  or  higher  duties  shall  be 
imposed  on  the  importation  into  the  United  States 
of  any  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ture of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  in  Eu- 
rope, than  are  or  shall  be  payable  on  the  like  ar- 
ticles being  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture 
of  any  other  foreign  country ;  nor  shall  any  other 
or  higher  duties  or  charges  be  imposed  in  either 
of  the  two  countries  on  the  exportation  of  any  ar- 
ticles to  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  in  Eu- 
rope, or  to  the  United  Suites,  respectively,  than 
such  as  are  payable  on  the  exportation  of  the  liite 
articles  to  any  other  fdreian  country;  nor  shall 
any  prohibition  be  impoeed  upon  the  exportation 
or  importation  of  any  article  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  terri- 
tories in  Europe,  or  of  the  United  States,  to  or 
from  the  said  territories  of  His  Britannic  Majesty 
in  Europe,  or  to  or  from  the  said  United  States, 
which  shall  not  extend  to  all  other  nations.  No 
other  or  higher  duties  or  charges  shall  be  imposed 
iiv  the  ports  of  any  of  His  Britannic  Majesty'^ 
territories  in  Europe  on  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  than  shall  be  payable  on  British  vessels; 
nor  in  apy  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States  on 
British  vessels,  than  those  payable  in  the  same 
ports  by  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  3.  The  navigation  of  all  lakes,  rivers,  and 
water  communications,  the  middle  of  which  is  or 
niay  be  the  boundary  between  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's territories  on  the  continenvof  North  Amer- 
iea,  and  the  United  States,  shall,  with  the  excep- 
tions hereinafter  mentioned,  at  all  times  be  free 
10  His  Majesty's  subjects  and  the  citizens  of  the 


United  States.  The  inhabitants  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  territories  in  North  America,  and  the 
citizens  and  subjects  of  the  United  States,  may 
freely  carry  on  trade  and  commerce  by  land  or 
inland  navigation,  as  aforesaid,  with  goods  and 
merchandise  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufactare 
of  the  British  territories  in  Europe  or  North 
America,  or  of  the  United  States,  respective! ]r» 
within  the  territories  of  the  two  parties,  respect- 
ively, on  the  said  continent,  (the  country  within 
the  limits  of  the  Hudson's  Say  Company  only 
excepted ;)  and  no  other  or  higher  dnties  or  toUs, 
or  rates  of  ferriage,  or  portage^than  what  are  or 
shall  be  payable  by  natives,  res^tivelv,  shall  be 
taken  or  demanded  on  either  side.  All  goods  or 
merchandise,  whose  importation  into  the  United 
States  shall  not  be  wholly  prohibited,  may  fully, 
for  the  purposes  of  the  commerce  abovementioned. 
be  carried  into  the  said  Uaited  States,  in  the  man- 
ner aforesaid,  by  His  Britannic  Majesty's  sub- 
jects ;  and  the  said  goods  and  merchandise  shall 
be  subject  to  no  higher  or  other  duties  than  would 
be  payable  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the 
importation  of  the  same  in  American  vessels  into 
the  Atlantic  porte  of  the  United  States.  And, 
in  like  manner,  all  goods  and  merchandise  the 
erowth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United 
States,  whose  importation  into  His  Majesty's  said 
territories  in  America  shall  not  be  entirely  pro- 
hibited, may  fully,  for  the  purposes  xsi  the  com- 
merce abovementioned,  be  carried  into  the  same 
by  land,  or  by  means  of  such  lakes,  rivers,  and 
water  communications  ns  abovementioned,  by  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States ;  and  such  goods  and 
merchandise  shall  be  subject  to  no  other  or  higher 
duty  than  would  be  payable  by  His  Majesty's  sub- 
jects on  the  importation  of  the  same  from  Europe 
into  the  said  territories.  No  duty  shall  be  leried 
by  either  party  on  peltries  or  furs  which  mar  be 
brought  in  the  manner  aforesaid  by  laod  or  inland 
navigation,  from  the  said  territories  of  the  other ; 
but  tolb,  or  rates  of  ferriage,  or  portage,  may  be 
demanded  and  taken  in  manner  abovementioned 
on  such  peltries  or  furs. 

It  is  hereby  declared,  that  nothing  in  this  atti- 
cle  containedias  to  the  navigation  of  rivers,  lakes, 
or  water  communications,  shall  extend  to  gives 
right  of  navigation  upon  or  within  the  same,  is 
those  parts  where  the  middle  is  not  the  boundary 
between  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  and 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Art.  4.  It  shall  be  free  for  each'  of  the  two  coa- 
traetjng  parties  to  appoint  consuls  for  the  protec- 
tion of  trade,  to  reside  in  the  dominions  and  terri- 
tories of  the  other  party ;  but,  before  any  conanl 
shall  act  as  such,  he  shall,  in  the  usual  form,  be 
approved  and  admitted  by  the  Government  to 
which  be  is  sent.  And  it  is  hereby  declared  that, 
in  case  of  illegal  or  improper  conduct  towards 
the  laws  or  Government  of  the  country  to  which 
he  is  sent,  such  consul  may  either  be  punisbed 
according  to  law.  if  the  laws  will  reach  the  case, 
or  bejient  back,  the  offended  Government  assign- 
ing to  the  other  the  reasons  for  the  same. 

It  is  hereby  declared,  that  either  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  mny- except  from  the  nssidenceof 
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eoDsolsy  aach  partieolar  places  as  such  party  tbali 
judge  proper  to  be  so  excepted. 

Art.  5.  It  being  the  intention  of  tbe  contract- 
ing parties  that  the  inhabitants  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  territories  in  Europe,  and  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  United  States,  shall,  in  respect  to  com- 
merce between  the  said  territories,  bis  placed  on 
the  footing  of  the  roost  favored  nations,  it  is 
agreed,  that  in  case  either  of  the  contracting  par- 
ties shall  hereafter  grant  any.  additional  advan- 
tages in  commerce  or  navigation  to  any  Euro- 
pean nation  as  to  the  importation  or  exportation 
to  or  from  such  other  Boropeon  nation  and  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  territories  in  Europe,  or  to 
or  from  such  European  nation  and  the  territories 
of  the  United  States,  the  citizens  and  subjects  of 
the  other  contracting  party  shall  likewise  enjoy 
the  same,  freely,  where  it  has  been  freely  granted 
to  such  other  European,  nation ;  and,  where  con- 
ditionally granted)  on  the  same  terms  and  condi- 
tions on  which  such  advantage  shall  have  been 
granted,  or  on  terms  and  conditions  which  nuiy  be 
afterwards  agreed  upon  as  equivalent  thereto  by 
tbe  contracting  parties. 

PiaaT  8BPARATE  ARTICLS. 

His  Britannic  Majesty  agrees  that  the  vessels 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  admitted  and  hos* 
pitably  received  at  the  principal  settlements  of 
the  British  dominions  in  the  Kast  Indies,  otdefi- 
eel,  Calcutta,  Madras,  Bombay,  and  the  Prince  of 
Wales's  island ;  and  that  the  citizens  of  the  said 
United  States  may  fully  carry  on  trade  between 
the  said  principal  settlements  and  the  said  United 
States,  in  all  articles  of  which  tbe  importation 
and  expQrtation,  respectively,  to  and  from  tbe  said 
territories,  shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited :  Prth 
fdded,  orUyj  That  it  shall  not  oe  lawful  for  them, 
in  any  time  of  war  between  the  British  Govern- 
ment and  anv  Power  or  State  whatever,  to  export 
from  the  said  territories,  without  the  special  per- 
mission of  the  British  Government,  any  tnilitary 
stores,  or  naval  stores,  or  rice.  The  citizens  of 
the  United  States  shall  pay  for  their  vessels,  when 
admitted,  no  othef  or  higher  duty  or  charee  than 
shall  be  payable  on  the  vessels  of  the  most  favored 
European  nations ;  and  they  shall  pay  no  other 
or  higher  duties  or  charges  on  the  importation  or 
exportation  of  the  cargoes  of  the  said  vessels,  than 
shall  be  payable  on  the  same  articles  when  im- 
ported or  exported  in  the  vessels  of  the  most  fa- 
vored Europeon  nation. 

But  it  is  expressly  agreed,  that  the  vessels  of 
the  United  States  shall  not  carry  any  articles  from 
the  said  principal  settlemeuts  to  any  port  or  place, 
except  to  some  port  or  place  in  the  United  states 
of  America,  where  the  same  shall  be  unladen. 

It  is  also  understood,  that  the  permission  granted 
by  this  article  is  not  to  extend  to  allow  the  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States  to  carry  on  any  of  the 
coasting  ttade  of  the  said  British  territories ;  but 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States  having,  in  tbe 
first  instance,  proceeded  to  one  of  the  said  prin- 
cipal settlements  of  the  British  dominions  in  the 
East  Indies,  and  then  going  with  their  original 
cargoes,  or  part  thereof,  from  ooa  of  the  said  prDa- 


cipal  settlements  to  another,  shall  not  be  consid* 
ered  as  carrying  on  the  coasting  trade. 

The  vessels  of  the  United  States  may  also 
touch  for  refreshment,  but  not  for  commerce,  ia 
the  course  of  their  voysee  to  or  from  the  British 
territories  in  India,  at  the  Cape  of  Gbod  Hope, 
the  island  of  St.  Helena,  or  such  other  places  as 
may^  be  in  the  possession  of  Great  Britam  in  the 
African  or  Indian  seas ;  it  being  well  understood 
that,  in  all  that  regards  this  article,  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  subject  in  all  re- 
spects to  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  British 
Uovernment  from  time  to  time  established. 

SECOND  BBPARATB  ARTICLB. 

It  is  hereby  agreed  and  declared,  that  the  first 
separate  article  of  the  present  treaty  shall  be 
limited  in  its  duration  to  the  period  of  two  years 
from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
of  the  said  treaty. 

No.  a 

The  American  to  the  BritUh  Pknipotentiariei. 
HARi«fiT  Street,  June  17,.  1815. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  the  note  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  Plenipptentiaries  of  the  16th  Instant, 
enclosing  their  contre-projet  for  the  arranffement 
of  the  oommercial  intercourse  between  the  two 
countries. 

Anxioos  to  ascertain,  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible,  whether  there  be  any  probabilitv  that 
such  an  arrangement  can  now  be  concluded  as 
shall  be  satisfactory  to  both  parties,  the  under- 
signed will  not  at  this  time  enter  into  a  discus- 
sion of  the  subject,  and,  leaving  minor  points  for 
subsequent  considers tion,  will  only  propose  the 
following  alterations  in  the  contre-projet  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  Plenipotentiaries,  viz : 

Art.  2.— Ist.  To  reinstaie  the  clliuse  in  the 
projet  of  the  undersigned  which  provided  that 
the  same  duties,  drawoackf^  and  bounties  should 
be  paid  and  allowed  in  either  country,  on  the 
importation  or  exportation  of  a/tides  the  produce, 
growth,  or  manuracture  of  His  Britannic  M-ijes- 
ty's  territories  in  Europe,  or  of  the  United  States. 

3d.  To  reinstate  the  clause  in  the  projet  of  the 
undersigned  which  excepted  from  the  provision 
to  equalize  tonnage  duties  British  vessels  bound 
taor  from  British  possessions  to  which  vessels  of 
the  United  States  were  not  permanently  admit- 
ted ;  or  to  introduce  a  new  article,  providing  that 
neither  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  His  Britannic  Majesty's  possessions  in  the 
We»x  Indies,  nor  that  by  sea  between  the  said 
States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty's  possessbns 
in  North  America,  shall  be  affected  by  any  artl^ 
cle  in  the  treaty,  but  that  each  party  shall  remain 
in  the  complete  possession  of  its  rights,  in  respect 
to  such  an  intercourse.' 

Art.  3.  To  reinstate,  in  substance,  the  article 
proposed  on  that  subject  by  the  undersigned,  so 
that  the  commerce  by  land  br  inland  navigatioil, 
sanctioned  by  the  article;  be  confined  ■  to  that 
which  may  be  carried  on  between  the  citizeoa  of 
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tke  United  States  sod  His  Britanoic  Majesty's 
subjects ;  and  so  as  not  to  preclude  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  from  carrying  articles  of  the 
(growth,  produce,  or  manolaeture  of  the  said 
States  down  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  as  far  at 
least  as  Montreal,  and  down  the  waters  of  Lake 
Champtain,  ae  far  at  least  as  the  Sl  Lawrence ; 
or,  if  DO  satisfactory  arrangeoMot  can  at  present 
^  formed  on  this  subject,  to  omit  the  article 
altogether. 

Art.  5.  To  place,  generally,  each  nation  on 
the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nation,  without 
restricting  that  privilege,  as  relates  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  to  the  commerce  with 
His  Britannic  Majestjr's  territories  in  Europe. 

Second  separate  article  to  be  omitted. 

The  undersigned  wiU  hare  the  honor  to  wait 
on  His  Britannh:  Majesty's  Plenipotentiaries  on 
Monday,  the  Idth  instant,  at  two  o'clock,  at  the 
Office  of  Trade,  when  the  undersigned  hope  they 
will  be  able  to  communicate  to  them  their  final 
.determination  on  the  proposed  alterations. 

The  undersigned  request  His  Britannic  Majes- 
ty's Plenipotentiaries  to  accept  the  assurances  of 
their  diacingnished  consideration. 

JOHN  dUlNCT  ADAMS, 
HBNRY  CLAY. 
ALBSaT  QALLATIN. 

The  Right  Hon.  F.  J.  Robinbon,  H.  Ooul- 
BiTRN,  and  Dr.  WtLLiAM  Adams. 

No.  4. 
The,  BrUiah  to  the  Ameriam  PUnipQUntiariei, 

Board  of  Tradb,  June  20, 1815. 

In  com|iiiaoee  witJi  the  request  of  the  Ameri- 
can Plettipoteniiaries,  the  uodexaigned  hav«  the 
honor  lo  communicate  to  them,  in  writing,  the 
sitbstance  of  the  obseffvalions.  which  were  made 
on  the  part  o(  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  in 
Ihe  eonlerence  of  yesterday,  upon  the  different 
pointi  referred  to  in  the  note  of  the  American 
FlentpoleDtiaries  of  the  17th  instant. 

Upon  Che  first ,  point,  relating  to  a  part  of  the 
second  article  of  the  oostro-f>rc^et  of  the  under- 
ripied,  ihe  British  Plenipotentiaries  stated  it  to 
b9  the  intention  of  their  Governmeat  to  agree  not 
only  to  a  miuuai  equalization  of  spch  dnties  as 
nay  be  properly  called  tonnage  duties,  but  alao 
of  all  dttties  upiMi  the  importation  of  goods  the 
growth,  produee.  or  manufaoture  of  thie  two  coan* 
tries,  reapectiTeiyj  whether  imported  in  British 
or  in  American  ektps;  they  stated,  further,  tiieir 
rMdineas  toaceede  to  a  similar  and  mutual  equal- 
ixation  of  bounties  jiayable  upon  the  above  arti- 
«les.  Upon  the  subject  of  drawbacks,  they  rep- 
resented that  the  clause,  as  proposed  bf  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries,  appeared  to  ffiTe  to 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States  which  might  be 
engaged  in  the  general  re-exportation  of  Ameri- 
can produce  from  this  country  to  all  other  paru 
of  the  world  an  advantage  equal  to  that  enjoyed 
by  British  ships;  and  that  thb  privilege  went 
beyond  the  genend  principle  of  an  article  which 
was  confined  to  the  trade  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, lespeetivdy.     They  expresaed  a  wish  to 


receive  from  the  Ameriem  Pleatpocentiarits  a 
more  precise  ezpianatioo  of  their  riews  npon 
thi^  point. 

Upon  the  second  point  referred  to  in  tiie  note 
of  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  the  ooder- 
signed  expressed  their  readiaess  to  aaree  to  m 
clause  which  should  contain  the  latter  alternative 
susvested  by  the  American  Plenipotentiaries. 

Upon  the  third  article,  relating  to  the  inter- 
course  between  Canada  and  the  United  Statea, 
the  undersigned  disclaimed  any  intention  of  ob- 
taining, by  any  interpretation  of  the  words  of  the 
article  as  thev  had  pro|posed  it,  a  right  to  an  in-> 
tercourse  with  the  Indians  residing  within  the 
acknowledged  limits  of  the  United  Stales,  which 
the  American  Plenipotentiaries  bad  already  stated 
that  their  instructions  forbade  theaa  to  concede 
And  they  expressed  their  readiness  to  agree  to 
the  insertion  of  suoh  words  as  woaid  clear  up 
any  doubt  wbicb  might  exist  upon  the  subject. 

As  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
as  far  as  Montreal,  and  that  of  the  waters  fiow- 
ittg  from  Lake  Champlain  to  that  river,  the  on- 
dersigned  stated  themselves  not  to  be  authorized 
to  stipulate  the  concession  of  that  indulgence  in 
the  way  proposed  by  the  American  Plenipoten- 
tiaries. The  undersigned  likewise  stated  tbeir 
objections  to  extending  Article  5  beyond  the  ita- 
tercourse  between  the  United  States  and  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  fiiorope. 

In  regard  to  the  two  separate  artides  of  tbe 
contre-projet,  the  undersigned  stated  that  they 
bad  no  authority  to  gprant  the  first,  unless  aecom« 
panied  by  a  limitation  in  point  of  time;  and 
when  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  proposed, 
as  a  snbstitote  for  that  article,  one  wbich  should 
give  the  United  States  the  same  privii^s  as  the 
most  favored  Baropean  nations  in  their  inters 
course  with  the  British  possessions  in  that  quar- 
ter, the  underaigned,  while  tb^  admitted  that,  in 
some  respects,  it  stood  upon  di&rent  fronds 
from  an  article  which  should  grant  the  indirect 
voyage  to  the  East  Indies,  without  any  equiva- 
lent or  limitation  ta  point  of  time,  did  not  feel 
themselves  antborized  to  bold  out  any  expeetA* 
tion  that  this  new  suggestion  could  be  acceded  to 
by  Great  Britain. 

The  underBigned  request  the  American  Pleni- 
potentiaries to  accept  the  assurances  of  their  bigk 
oonsideraitiott. 

F.  ROBINSON, 
HENRY  QOULBURN, 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


No.  5. 
Second  sketch  ofartiekfor  eguaiizing  dutiee. 

The  same  daties  sball  be  paid  on  the  importa- 
tion into  the  potts  of  any  or  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty'iB  territories  in  Europe  of  any  articles  the 

growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  tbe  United 
tates,  and  the  same  drawbacks  shall  be  allowed 
on  the  reexportation  thereof,  whether  such  im- 
portation shall  be  in  Tessels  of  the  United  States 
or  in  British  Tessels ;  and  tbe  same  duties  shall 
be  paid  oi^  tbe  i mportatipn  into  tbe  United  Slates 
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of  any  articles  the  growth^  pcoduee,  or  msira- 
fttcture  of  His  Britaanjc  Majesty's  territories  in 
Europe,  and  the  same  drawbacks  shall  be  allowed 
on  the  reexportation  thereof,  ^vhether  soch  im- 
portatiofl  shall  be  in  vessels  of  the  United  States 
or  in  British  vessels.  The  same  dattes  shall  be 
paid,  and  the  same  bounties  allowed,  on  the  ex^ 
portation  of  afty  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manafabttire  of  the  United  States  to  His  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  territories  in  Europe,  whether  sneh 
exportation  shall  be  in  vessels  of  the  United  States 
or  in  British  vessels;  and  the  samf  duties  shall 
be  paid,  and  the  same  bounUes  allowed,  on  the 
exportation  of  anv  articles  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture  or  His  Britatmic  Majesty's  terri- 
tories in  Europe  to  the  United  States,  whether 
stich  exportacii^n  shall  be  in  vessels  of  ttte  United 
States  or  in  Britisii  vessels. 


No.  6. 
The  American  to  the  British  PkfUpotentiarits. 

Hablbt  Stubeis  June  31, 1815. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  British  Pleni- 
potentiaries dated  the  30th  Instant,  com mnniea- 
tinff  the  substance  of  the  6bsertations  which  they 
had  made  in  the  conference  of  the  19th,  upon  the 
different  points  referred  lo  in  the  note  of  the  un- 
dersigned of  the  17th  instant. 

The  views  of  the  undersigned,  with  respect  to 
the  second  article,  being  precisely  the  same  with 
those  stated  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  framing  a  ekuse  embrac- 
ing the  objects  eontemplated  ^  both  parties,  and 
which  shall  be  free  from  ambiguity. 

The  explanation  given  by  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries upon  that  part  of  the  third  article  wbtbh 
the  undersigned  apprehended  might  be  liable  to 
a  construction,  in  reference  to  the  Indian  trade,  not 
intended  by  either  party,  is  peifectty  satisfactory. 
But  they  regret  that  thev  cannot  accede  to  the 
alterations  proposed  in  other  respeets  by  the  Brit- 
ish Plenipotentiaries  to  the  article  which  had 
been  offered  by  the  undersigiMd.  pairtieularly  as 
they  affect  the  privilege  of  inland  navigation  by 
the  river  St.  Lawrence  and  by  the  waters  flow- 
ing from  Lake  Cbaraplaia ;  nor  have  they  fennd 
it  practicable  to  frame  any  article  compatible 
witn  the  different  views  entertained  by  the  two 
parties  respecting  the.  inverconrse  between  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  They,  therefore,  re-* 
cnr  to  the  proj^osal  made  in  their  note  of  the  17ih 
instant,  to  omit  that  article  aitogefther,  that  pro- 
posal not  having  been  noticed  in  the  note  of  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  20th  inMant. 

They  make  the  same  offer  as  to  the  fifth  article 
of  the  contre^projet. 

And,  thirdly^  they  hereby  renew  the  proposal 
made  verbally  in  the  conference  of  the  10th  inst., 
to  substitute,  for  the  twd  separate  articles,  one 
placing  the  United  States,  in  their  intercourse 
with  the  British  possessions  in  India,  on  the  foot- 
ingof  the  most  favored  European  nation. 

The  nnderngned  request  to  be  made  acquainted 


with  the  determination  of  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries on  those  three  propositions. 

The  undersigned  tender  again  to  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  assurances  oftheirdistinguished 
consideration. 

JOHN  dUlNCY  ADAM6, 
HENRY  CLAY, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  Riffht  Hon.  F.  Robinson,  H.  Qoui^aaN, 
and  Dr.  William  Adah& 

No.  7. 
The  Britkh  io  the  Ametiem  PUmpcientiarieai 
Board  op  Trade,  Jme  33, 1615. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  of  the  21st  instant,  and  are  hap- 
py to  find  that  no  difficulty  exists  on  either  side 
as  to  the  second  article.  Upon  the  subject  of  the 
third  article,  the  undersigned  resret  to  learn  that 
the  American  Plenipotentiaries  have  not  found  it 
practicable  to  frame  any  article  compatible  with 
the  different  views  entertained  by  the  two  parties 
respecting  the  intercourse  between  Canada  and 
the  United  States ;  and  as  the  undersigned  are 
equally  unable  to  accede  to  the  proposition  made 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  respecting  the 
navigation  of  waters  lying  exclusively  within  the 
territories  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  they  accede 
to  the  proposal  of  omitting  the  article  altogether. 
They  nave  also  no  objection  to  the  omission  of 
the  nfth  article. 

In  regard  to  the  trade  with  the  British  Bast 
Indies,  the  undersigned  are  not  authorized  to  sub- 
stitute, for  the  two  separate  articles  which  they 
bad  proposed,  one  which  shall  put  the  intercoarse 
of  the  United  Slates  in  that-quarter  upon  the  foot- 
ing of  the  most  favored  European  nation^  inas- 
Biuch  as  it  would  have  the  practical  effect  of 
grantijig,  in  another  shape,  that  which  the  under- 
signed are  instructed  to  withhold,  unless  accom- 
panied bjr  a  greater  limitation  t)f  time  than  they 
would  think  it  expedient  to  apply  to  the  other  ar- 
rangements of  the  treaty.  If,  however,  the  Amer- 
ican Plenipotentiaries  adhere  to  their  objeottoa  to 
the  substance  of  the  two  separate  artioles,  as  pn> 
posed  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  the  uoder^ 
signed  are  ready  to  omit  altogether  any  ariide 
upon  thti  subject  of  the  Ba^t  Indiea.. 

The  undersigned  are  nevertheless  disposed  te 
consider  the  arrangements  of  the  second  attiela 
([as  agreed  upon,  or  understood,)  to  be  of  sofficteat 
importance  to  the  mutual  interesu  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  the  United  States,  panievlaHy  in  the 
common  object  of  securing  a  free  commereial 
intercourse  between  the  two  countries,  to  induce 
them  readily  to  sign  a  treaty  or  convention  for 
that  single  purpose,  independent  of  the.  other 
points  to  v^hieh  the  negotiation  has  referred. 

The  undersigned  are  happy,  upon  this  occasion, 
to  renew  to  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  .the 
assurances  of  their  high  consideration. 

F.  J.  ROBINSON. 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 

To  the  AvraiOAif  pLBiiipoTiimARiaff. 
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No.  8. 

Tke  Ammam  to  ike  BrUUh  Pimipaieniiariea, 

Harlet  StreeTj  June  24, 1815. 

The  uodersigoed  have  tlie  booor  to  acknow- 
.  ledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  British  Pleoi- 
poteotiaries  of  the  23d  instant,  expressing  their 
-  assent  to  the  proposal  of  onaitiiog  the  third  and' 
fifth  articles  of  toe  contre-projet.  To  the  propo- 
sal of  omitting,  also,  altogether,  any  article  upon 
the  subject  of  the  East  Indies,  and  of  signing  an 
arrangement  embracing  all  the  provisions  con- 
tainea  in  the  second  article,  the  undersigned  do 
not  feel  themselves  authorized  to  accede.  But 
they  offer  to  .sign  a  convention  embracinff  tb«t 
article  entire,  and  the  first  separate  article,  the 
whole  of  which  convention  shall  be  limited  to 
the  term  of  four  ^ears  from  the  date  of  the  ez« 
change  of  the  ratifications ;  or  they  will  agree  to 
a  convention  for  the  sole  purpose  of  abolishing 
all  discriminating  duties  on  American  and  Brit- 
ish vessels,  and  their  cargoes,  in  the  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  ana  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's territories  in  Europe,  in  the  manner  con- 
templated bv  the  second  article,  and  as  explained 
and  mutually  agreed  on  in  the  conferences  on  that 
subject,  omittio|f  all  the  other  provisions  contained 
in  the  same  article,  and  which  had  for  object  to 
place  the  two  countries,  respectively,  on  the  foot- 
ing of  the  moat  favored  nation. 

The  undersigned  request  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries to  accept  the  assurances  of  their  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 
HBNRT  CLAY, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  Right  Hon.  F.  J.  Robimboh,  H.  Godl- 
BUitN,  and  Dr.  William  Adams. 

No  9. 
The  Britiek  to  the  American  FkrupoteiUiariee. 
Board  o**  Traub,  June  26, 1815. 

The  undersigned  have  tlie  nonor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  American  Pleni- 
potentiaries of  the  24th  instant,  in  which  they 
offer  to  sign  a  convention  embracing  the  second 
article  entirei  and  the  first  separate  article^  the 
whole  convention  to  be  limited  to  the  term  of 
fear  years  from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifieations ;  or  to  agree  to  a  convention  for  the 
aole  purpose  of  abolishing  all  discriminating  du- 
ties on  American  and  British  vessels,  and  their 
cargoes,  in  the  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  the  British  territories  in  Europe,  omit- 
ting all  the  other  provisions  contained  in  the 
same. article,  and  which  had  for  object  to  place 
the  two  countries,  respectively  on  the  fooihig  of 
the  most  favored  nation. 

As  neither  of  these  proposals  were  contemplated 
in  the  instructions  wuh  which  the  undersigned 
were  originally  furnished,  and  which  were  framed 
with  a  view  to  a  less  limited  arrangement,  they 
have  felt  themselves  under  the  necessity  of  refer- 
ring the  last  note  of  the  American  Plenipoten- 
tiaries to  the  consideration  of  their  Government, 


and  will  not  fail  to  commimieace  the  resnlt  of 
that  reference  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  enabled  to 
do  so. 

The  undersigned  are  happy  to  avail  themselves 
of  this  opportunity  of  renewing  to  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  the  assurances  of  their  hi^h 
coBsideralion, 

F.  J.  ROBINSON, 
HENRY  GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 

No.  10. 
The  Britiih  to  the  American  PtenqHdentiarieM, 
Board  of  Trads,  June  29, 1815. 

In  reference  to  the  note  which  the  ondersigned 
had  the  honor  to  address  to  the  American  Pleni- 
potentiaries on  the  26th  instant,  they  are  now 
instructed  to  acquaint  them  that  the  British  Gov- 
ernment is  ready  to  agree  to  a  convention  for  fonr 
years,  f  to  be  calculated  from  the  date  ot  its  sig- 
nature,) which  shall  contain  the  whole  of  the 
second  article,  as  proposed  by  the  uodersignedy 
and  as  explained  and  mutually  agreed  upon  in 
their  several  conferences;  and  am  the  first  arti- 
cle, relating  to  the  East  Indies^  as  proposed  on  the 
Krt  of  Great  Britain,  (the  latter  article  also  to 
in  force  for  four  years  from  the  same  date.) 
The  undersigned,  in  making  this  communication 
to  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  feel  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  state,  in  the  most  explicit  manner, 
that  although,  in  the  earnest  dei»ire  of  promoting 
a  good  understanding  between  the  two  countries, 
the  British  Government  has,  at  the  present  time, 
forborne  to  insist  on  making  in  the  body  of  the 
treaty  any  marked  distinction  between  its  con- 
cession in  regard  to  the  East  Indies,  and  its  other 
concessions,  for  which  a  stipulated  equivalent  is 
obtained,  yet  that  it  still  considers  iuelt'^s  grant- 
ing to  the  United  Sutes  a  privilege,  to  the  East 
ladies,  for  which  it  i$  entitled  to  require  an  equiv- 
alent ;  and  the  undersigned  must,  therefore,  be 
distinctly  understood  as  reserving  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  in  any  future  negotiations^ 
the  clear  right  either  of  withholding  this  privilege 
altogether,  after  the  expiration  of  four  years,  or 
pf  renewing  the  grant  of  it  for  such  equivalenu, 
or  subject  to  such  modification,  as  expediency 
may  seem  to  require  at  the  time  of  such  future 
negotiation. 

The  undersigned  request  to  have  the  honor  of 
seeing  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  on  Friday 
next,  the  30th  instant,  at  two  o'clock,  at  the  Board 
of  Trade;  and  avail  themselves  of  this  opportun- 
ity of  again  offering  the  assurances  of  their  high 
consideratioiL 

F.  J.  ROBLNSON, 
HENRY  GOULBURN. 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 

No.  11, 
ne  Amtrican  to  tke  BriHih  Plenipotentimut. 
Harlbt  Stbbbt,  itcfie  30, 181& 
The  undersigned  have  had  the  honor  to  leceive 
the  note  of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  dated 
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the  29th  iastant,  and  statiDg  the  terms  on  which 
their  Government  is  ready  to  agree  to  a  couTeo- 
tion  on  the  subject  of  the  commercial  interootirse 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 

The  undersigned  hare  already,  in  the  confer* 
eacea  which  they  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries,  expressed  their  opinion 
that  the  proposed  conrention,  taken  altogether, 
was  founded  on  principles  of  reciprocity,  was 
equally  adrantageous  to  both  parties,  and  contained 
in  itself  a  fair  equivalent  for  every  presumed  con- 
cession made  by  either  party ;  but  both  Qovem- 
ments  will  undoubtedly  have  a  clear  right,  after 
the  expiration  of  four  fears,  of  refusing  to  renew, 
or  of  subjecting  to  modifications,  any  of  the  stipu- 
lations now  agreed  on  which  may  appear  to  either 
party  injurious,  or  requiring  some  further  equiv- 
alent. The  same  earnest  desire  of  promoting  a 
good  understanding  between  the  two  countries, 
which  has  been  expressed  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  has  induceo  the  undersigned  to  agree  to 
a  coBveatSon  mora  limited  both  as  to  its  objects 
and  duration  than  they  had  contemplated,  with  a 
hope  that,  in  the  mean  time,  its  defieiei^cies  may 
be  supplied,  and  such  other  provisions  may  be 
adopted,  as  will  conduce  to  mutual  convenience, 
and  tend  to  strengthen  th^  relations  of  amity 
and  friendship  happily  restored  between  the  two 
countries. 

The  undersigned  will  have  the  honor  to  meet 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  this  dav,  and  feel 
pleasure  in  renewing  the  assurances  ot  their  high 
consideration. 

JOHN  CiUINCY  ADAMS, 

H.  CLAY, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  Right  Hon.  F.  J,  RoBUfsoir,  H.  Godl- 
BURN,  Esq.,  and  Dr.  W.  Adams. 


The  uttdersi^ed^  His  Britannic  Majesty^ 
Gfaarg6  des  Affiiires  in  the  United  States,  has  the 
honor  to  acquaint  the  American  Secretary  of 
State,  for  the  information  of  the  President,  that 
he  has  received  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent's  ratification,  in  the  name  and  on  the  be- 
half of  His  Majesty,  of  the  commercial  Conven- 
tion between  the  two  countries,  signed  at  London 
on  the  9d  of  July  ;  and  that  he  has  been  author- 
ized and  is  ready  to  proceed  to  the  exchange, 
whenever  the  ratification  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  have  taken  place. 

In  communicating  this  intelligence,  the  under- 
signed has  received  the  Prince  Regent's  commands, 
at  the  same  time,  to  transmit  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  the  accompanying  declaration, 
explanatory  of  the  intentions  of  His  Majesty's 
(Government  in  so  far  as  regards  the  intercourse  of 
vesseb  belonging  to  the  united  States  with  the 
island  of  St.  Helena ;  the  existing  circumstances 
of  the  world  havins  rendered  it  necessary  that 
that  Island  should,  for  the  present,  be  excepted 
|rom  the  ports  of  refreshment  enumerated  in  the 
third  article  of  the  said  convention. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  oppor- 
tunity of  requesting  the  American  Secretary  of 
I4th  UON.  1st  Sess.- 


State  to  accept  the  assurance  of  his  high  consid- 
eration. 

A,  ST.  JOHN  BAKER. 

DECLARATION. 

The  undersigned,  His  BritaoDic  Majesty's 
Charge  des  Affaires  in  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, is  commanded  by  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Regent,  acting  in  the  name  and  on  the 
behalf  of  His  Majesty,  to  explain  and  declare, 
upon  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  con- 
vention concluded  at  London  on  the  3d  of  July 
of  the  present  year,  for  regulating  the  commerce 
and  navigation  between  the  two  countries,  that, 
in  consequence  of  events  which  have  happened  > 
iq  Elurope  subsequent  to  the  signature  of  the  con- 
vention aforesaid,  it  has  been  deemed  expedient, 
and  determined,  in  conjunction  with  the  allied 
Sovereigns,  that  St.  Helena  shall  be  the  place  al- 
lotted for  the  future  residence  of  Geiieral  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte,  under  such  regulations  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  perfect  security  of  his  person  i 
and  it  has  been  resolved,  for  that,  purpose,  that 
all  ships  and  vessels  whatever,  as  well  British 
ships  and  vessels  as  others,  excepting  only  ships 
belonging  the  East  India  Company,  shall  be  ex- 
cluded from  all  communication  with  or  approach 
to  that  island. 

It  has,  therefore,  become  impossible  to  comply 
with  so  much  of  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  as 
relates  to  the  liberty  of  toocbinff  for  refreshment 
at  the  island  of  St,  Helena ;  and  the  ratifications 
of  the  said  treaty  will  be  exchanged  under  the 
explicit  declaration  and  understanding  that  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  cannot  be  allowed  to 
touch  at  or  hold  any  communication  whatever 
with  the  said  island,  so  long  as  the  said  island 
shall  continue  to  be  the  place  of  residence  of  the 
said  Napoleon  Bonaparte. 

A.  ST.  JOHN  BAKER. 

Wabbimoton,  Nifvember  24, 1815. 


MASSACRE  AT  BARTMOOB  PRISON. 

[Oommunicated  to  the  House,  Jsaaaiy  SI,  161S.] 

7b  the  Houit  ofRqtruentatSnei  .* 

I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State^ 
complying  with  a  resolution  of  the  4th  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Wabbinqton,  Jatu  31, 1816. 

Dbpabtmsnt  of  Statb,  Jan.  31, 1816. 
The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  4th  instant,  requesting  the  President  to 
cAise  to  be  laid  before  the  House  (if  in  his  opin- 
ion it  will  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  public 
welfare)  any  authentic  information  he  may  have 
received,  or  communications  which  may  have 
passed  between  this  Government  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  the  transac- 
tions at  Dartmoor  prison,  in  the  month  of  April 
last,  as  far  as  the  American  prisoners  of  war  there 
confined  were  afiected  by  such  transactions,  hav- 
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ing  been  referred  to  the  Secrettr^r  of  State,  be 
has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  President  the  ae* 
eoinpafiy  log  papers,  marked  A,  B,  and  C,  as  con- 
taining all  the  information  in  this  Department 
called  for  by  the  resolution,  or  immediately  con* 
nected  with  it.- 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


ift  offopor-i  in  packet  marked  A, 

Extract  of  a  minute  of  a  conversation  which 
took  place  at  Lord  Castlereaeh's,  between  his  lord- 
ship and  Messrs.  Clay  and  Gallatin,  on  the  16th 
of  April,  1815. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Clay  and  Gal- 
latin to  Mr.  Beasley,  dated  the  18th  of  April,  1815. 

Letter  of  Mr.  Charles  King  to  Mr.  Adams,  dated 
Plymouth,  26th  April,  1815. 

Report  of  Messrs.  Larpent  and  King,  upon  the 
occurrence  at  Dartmoor  prison,  dated  35th  of 
April,  1815. 

jLetter  of  Lord  Castlereagh  to  Messrs.  Clay  and 
Gallatin,  dated  22d  of  May,  1815. 

Letters  of  Messrs.  Clay  and  Gallatin  to  Lord 
Castlereagh.  dated  24th  of  May,  1815. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  dated  23d  of  June,  1815. 

Letter  of  Mr.  Baker,  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
Charg6  des  Affaires,  tu  the  Secretary  of  State, 
dated  August  3, 1815. 

'  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Baker, 
dated  December  11, 1815. 


A. 


Extract  of  a  minute  of  a  eonvereation  which  took  place 
at  Lord  Ca*tlereagh*9,  between  hU  LordMp  and 
Meeera,  Clay  anaGallaiin,  en  the  16fA  of  Aprils 
18itf. 

Lord  Castlereagh  began  by  adTerting  to  the 
unfortunate  event  which  had  taken  place  at  Dart- 
moor, and  proposed  that,  as  a  statement  of  the 
transaction  .had  been  received  from  the  American 
prisoners  difl^ring  very  materialljr  in  fact  from  ap 
•inquiry  instituted  by  the  port  admiral,  some  means 
should  be  devised  of  ppociiriiig  iDforin^Uoa  as  to 
the  real  state  of  the  case:  in  order  either,  ou  the 
one  hand,  to  satisfy  the  United  States  that  the 
lives  of  their  citizens,  however  unfortunately,  had 
not  been  wantonly  sacrificed,  o^,  on  the  other,  to 
enable  the  British  Government  to  punish  their 
civil  and  military  officers,  if  they  should  be  found 
to  have  resorted  to  measures  of  extreme  severity 
without  necessity,  or  with  too  much  precipitation. 
He  theit^fore  proposed  that  one  of  the  American 
Commissioiters  should  proceed  to  Dartmoor,  with 
oae  of  the  gentlemen  with  whom  they  had  nego- 
tiated at  Ghent,  and,  after  examining  the  persons 
eoaeerned,  and  such  other  evidence  as  mtght  be 
thought  necessary,  should  make  a  joint  report  upon 
the  facu  of  the  case ;  that  as  neither  Gtovernmeot 
GOttld  have  any  wish  beyond  that  of  clearing  up 
a  transaction  which  might,  if  left  unexplaineo, 
aa  it  now  stood,  upon  ex  peaie  stat^ment^  create 
auch  irritation  between  the  two  eottntrtes,  so  the 


British  Gk>verameBt  had  no  desire  to  aereea  aay 
person  whose  eooduet  might  have  been  improper 
or  preoipitate. 

The  American  Commissioners,  agreeing  to  the 
pfinciplesof  Lord  Castlereagh's  profiositioo,  so 
far  as  related  to  the  advantage  of  having  a  jotat 
report  upon  the  facts  of  the  case,  entertained 
doubts  whether  they  could,  with  propriety,  take 
such  a  duty  upon  themselves ;  and  suggested  that 
Mr.  Beasley,  from  the  situation  which  be  held  in 
this  country,  appeared  to  them  better  qualified  for 
the  task.  Lord  Castlereagh  replied,  that  it  was 
only  from  a  desire  of  giving  to  anv  report  which 
might  be  noadeihe  sanctiott  of  the  higbeat  author- 
ity, that  he  had  suggested  the  employoient  of  the 
Commissioners  themselves;  and,  deeming  it  of 
the  most  eaaentiid  importanee  to  satisfy  the  pub- 
lic in  both  countries  on  this  subject,  he  was  in- 
duced to  prefer  his  original  proposition  ;  hot  that 
he  must,  of  course,  leave  it  to  the  Ameriean  Com- 
missioners to  decide  whether  Mr.  Beasley  wan 
better  fitted  for  this  service ;  and  that^  npoo  re- 
ceiving the  result  of  their  eenetderation  of  ike 
subject,  the  Government  would  appoint  some  per- 
son properly  qualified  to  meet  the  Ameriean  gen* 
tlemaa-  who  might  be  so  selected ;  such  peivoa 
being  either  one  of  the  late  British  Commission-* 
ers  at  Ghent,  or  a  commissioner  of  the  transport 
board,  accoraing  as  the.  American  Commissioners 
might  decide  upon  going  themselves  or  sending 
Mr.  Beasley.  Lord  Castlereagh  then  entered 
upon  the  immediate  release  of  the  American 
prisoners  of  war  detained  in  this  country.  After 
stating  the  inconvenience  of  retaining  in  confine* 
ment  men  who  had  a  right,  under  a  treaty  of 
peace,  to  be  liberated,  he  requested  ioformaiioo  as 
to  whether  Mr.  Beausley  was  proceediog  ia  Che 
measures  which  he  understood  to  have  been  taken 
for  conveying  them  back  to  America. 

The  American  Commissiooers  stated  that  Mr. 
Beasley  had  ceriaioiy  taken  op  some  transports, 
on  his  own  responsibility,  previous  to  the  receipt 
of  instrnctioas  from  America ;  but  the  American 
Government  considered  the  restoration  of  prison* 
ers  to  imply  their  reconveyance  to  ihair  own 
country  by  the  Power  detaining  them ;  an^  ibe 
.American  Commissioiiers  did  not  know  whether 
Mr.  Beasley  had  either  authority  or  funds  for  con- 
tinuing the  service  which  hehad,  on  his  own  view 
of  the  subject,  commenced. 

Lord  Castlereagh  stated  that  he  saw  no  obj<e- 
tion  to  adopting  some  such  measure  as  that  wbieh 
had  been  adopted  in  America,  and  proposed  that 
each  party  should  defray  half  the  expense  of  con- 
veying the  prisoners  from  this  country  to  Amer- 
ica, leaving  the  ultimate  construction  of  the  uenty 
for  future  arrangements.  But  be  remsrked,  that 
the  article  on  which  the  doubt  had  arisen  being 
founded  on  principles  of  perfect  reciprocity,  it 
appeared  to  him  scarcely  consonant  with  those 
principles,  that  the  only  expense  to  be  defrayed 
by  the  United  States  should  be  that  of  conveying 
tne  British  prisoners  from  the  United  States  to 
Bermuda  or  Halifax,  while  Great  Britain  should, 
have  not  only  to  convey  to  America  the  Ameri- 
can prisoners  now  in  this  couauy^  bat  aUo  to 
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aae: 


liriDf  home  ffom  aolooics  sesrly  aa  distant  as  the 
Uaiied  States  all  her  own  pnsooeFs* 


Eistratt  of  a  Utter  from  It  CUyand  Albert  Gallatin, 
B»quira,to  i6r,Bea»ky, 

LoHDON,  April  IB,  1815. 

Attho  rcqacftof  Lord  Gastlerea|b,  we  have 
hftd.  iptetviews.  vith  him  and  Mr.  Goulburn,  oa 
tfao  subjects  of  the  transpoitatton  of  the  AmerioftD 
pcisomen  now  ia  this  eoantry  to  the  Uaited 
&iates^ftadof  the  late  nafortttoate  eveot  at  the 
depot  at  Dartittoor. 

Oa-the  latter  sabjeotf  as  a  staMffleat  of  the  traiis- 
IMtioa  has  been  ivoelved  firon  the  Amerioah  pris- 
oneca  differing  very  auAerially  ia  faei  from  that 
wfaieh  had  veetthed  from  an  inquiry  inacituted  by 
the  port  adeniral,  it  has  been  t  bought  advisable 
that  soBie  mcaps  sbould  be  derised  of  procnring 
information  as  to  ihe  veal  state  of  the  case^  in 
ofder^on  the  one  hand,  to  show  that  there  had  not 
been  anyr  wainlioa  or  improper  saerifiee  of  the  lives 
of  Ametican  eitiaens,  or,  on  the  other^  to  enable 
the  British:  Gkvernmeot  to  pnniiih  their  civil  and 
ntiiitary  officers,  if  it  shoold  appesr  that  they  have 
resened  to  meaaores  of  extreme  severity,  without 
0(»oe8Bity,  or  with,  too  maoh.  pteei pita t ion. 

Lord  Castlereai^  proposed  that  the  inquiry 
abottld  be  a  joint  one,  conducted  by  a  commission* 
er  selected  by  each  Gtoverameat;  and  we  have 
thought  such  an  inquiry  most  likely  to  produce 
an  impartial  and  satisfiictorv  result* 

We  presume  that  you  will  have  too  much  oc- 
cupation on  the  first  xntjeet,  and  the  other  inei* 
dental  duties  of  your  office^  t^  attend  to  this  in- 
quiry in  person.  On  that  supposition,  we  have 
staled  to  the  Bfitish  Oovernment  that  we  should 
rwommeBd  to  you  the  selection  of  Charles  King, 
Ssq.,  as  a  it  person  to  conduct  it  in  behalf  of  the 
Anericao  Qovernment  If  Mr.  King  will  under* 
take  the  busiaesa,  he  wiii  forthwith  proceed  to 
]>artBooff^  and,  in  ooajuBctton  with  the  British 
Commissioner,  who  may  be  appointed  on  the  oc- 
GasloBy  will  eacamine  the  persons  concerned,  and 
such  other  cvideneeasmay  bethought  necessary, 
and  make  a  joint  report  upon  the  iMts  of  the  case 
te  ^  ft.  Adams,  Saq;,  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  Btates  at  this  Court,  and  to  the  Brit^ 
iah  Govei'nmenL 

The  modeof  exeeating  this  service  most  be  left 
to  the  discretion  of  Mr.  King  and  his  colleague. 
If  they  can  agree  upon  a  narration  of  the  facts, 
after  haiving  heard  the  evidence,  it  will  be  better 
than  reporting  the  whole  mass  of  testimony  in 
detail,  which  they  may,  perhaps,  find  it  necessary 
10  do,  if  they  cannot  coaie  to  such  an  agreement. 
We  are,  <^. 

£L  CLAY 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
R.  Q.  BcAftUDT,  Bisq.,  &c. 


Mr*  Chmlm  Kmg  to  Mr*  Adami* 

Pltmootb,  Aprii  26,  1815. 
Sir:  In  pursnanoe  of  instructions  received 
from  Mesits.  Clay  and  Gallatin,  I  have  th«  honor 


to  transmit  to  you  the  report  prepared  by  Mr* 
Larpent  and  myself,  on  behalf  of  pur  respediTn 
Governments)  in  relatioato  the  unfottunate  traii»» 
action  at  Darimoee  prison  of  war,  on  the  6th  oC 
the  present  mouth.  Coasideving  it  of  much  im» 
portance  that  the  report,  whatever  it  might  be,^ 
should  go  forth  mider  our  joint  signatures,  I  hav*e 
forborne  to  press  some  of  the  points  which  it  Iih 
volves  as  far  as.  otherwise  i  might  have  done; 
and  it  therefore  mny  not  be  improper,  in  this  let- 
ter, to  enter  into  some  Uule  explanatioii  ef  each 
parts  of  the  report.  Although  it  does  appear  that 
a  pan  of  the  priaonen  were,  on  that  eveniBg,  in 
such  a  state  and  under  such  circumstanoes  ae  to 
have  justified,  in  the  view  which  the  commandiH 
of  the  depot  could  not  but  take  of  it,  the  intervene 
tiott  of  the  military  force,  aad  even  in  a  strint 
sense  the  first,  use  of  fire-arms,  yet  i  cannot  bat 
express  it  as  ihy  settled  opinion,  that,  by  a  con- 
duct a  little  more  temporising,  this  dreadful  ai* 
ternative  of  firing  upon  the  unarmed  prisonem 
might  have  been  avoided.  Yet,  aa  tins  opinioQ 
fc^u  been  the  result  of  subaeqnent  examination,  and 
after  having  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  com- 
narativeljr  harmless  state  of  the  pnsoners,  it  may* 
oe  but  hit  to  consider  whether,  in  such  n  moment 
of  confusion  and  alarm  as  that  appears  to  have 
been,  the  ottcer  eommaniKng  could  have  iairlv 
estimated  his  danger,  or  have  measured  out  with 
precision  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  force  ne- 
cessary to  guard  against  it.  But  when  the  firing 
became  general,  as  it  afterwards  appears  to  have 
done,  and  casffht  with  eiectric  rapidity  from  the 
square  to  the  pmfbrms^  there  is  no  plea  nor  shadow 
of  excuse  for  it^  except  in  the  personal  exasperar 
tion  of  the  soldiery;  nor  for  the  more  deliberate 
(and,  therefore,  more  unjustifiable)  firing  which 
took  place  into  three  of  the  prisons,  Nos.1,  3,  and 
4,  but  more  parttculitfly  into  No.  3,  after  the  pria- 
oners  had  retired  into  them,  and  there  was  no 
longer  any  pretence  of  apprehension  as  to  their 
escape.  Upon  this  sreond,  u  you,  sii^  Will  per* 
oeive  by  the  report,  Sir.  Larpent  and  myself  had 
no  di^rence  in  opinibn ;  and  I  am  fully  persuaded 
that  my  own  regret  was  not  greater  than  hie,  at 
perceiving  how  hopeless  would  be  the  attempt  to 
trace  to  any  individual  of  the  military  those  ont- 
rafeoos  proeeediaffs. 

"As  to  whether  the  order  to  fire  came  from  Cap- 
tain Shortland,  I  yet  confess  myself  unable  to  form 
any  satisfhctery  opinion,  tboogb^  perhaps,  the  bias 
of  mv  mind  is  that  he  did  give  sunh  an  order* 
But  hia  anxiety  and  exertions  to  stop  it,  after  it 
had  continued  some  little  time,  are  fiilly  proved  | 
and  his  general  conduct,  previous  to  this  ooeilr- 
rcnce,  as  far  as  he  could  with  any  propriety  enter 
into  such  details,  appears  to  have  been  character- 
ixed  by  great  fairness,  and  even  kindness,  in  Ihe 
relation  which  he  stood  towards  the  prisoners* 

On  the  subject  of  any  complaints  existing 
against  their  own  Government  by  the  prisonen, 
it  was  invariably  answered,  to  several  distinct 
questions  pot  by  me  on  that  head^  that  none  what- 
soever existed,  or  had  been  expressed  by  them, 
although^  the;^  confessed  themselves  to  entertain 
I  some  animosity  against  Mr.  Beaaley,  to  whom 
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thev  attribate  their  detention  in  this  eoimtrf ; 
witk  what  justice,  yoa,  sir,  will  be  better  able  to 
jndffe.  They  made  no  complaint  whateoeyer  as 
to  Qieir  provisions,  and  general  mode  of  living 
and  treatment  in  the  prison. 

I  hare  transmitted  to  Mr.  Beasler  a  list  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  on  this  melaneholy  occasion, 
with  a  request  that  he  would  forward  it  to  the 
United  States  for  the  information  of  their  friends 
at  home ;  and  I  am  pleased  to  have  it  in  my  power 
to  say  that  the  wounded  ure,  for  the  most  part, 
doinff  well. 

I  have  also  enclosed  to  Mr.  Beaslev  the  notes 
taken  by  me  of  the  evidence  adducea  before  us, 
with  a  request  that  he  would  have  them  fairly 
copied,  as  also  a  eopv  of  the  depositions  taken  be* 
fore  the  coroner,  and  desired  him  to  submit  them 
to  you  when  in  order. 

I  cannot  conclude,  sir,  without  ezpressin^f  my 
high  sense  of  the  impartiality  and  manly  fairness 
with  which  thia  inquiry  has  been  conducted  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Larpeot,  nor  without  mentioning 
that  every  facility  was  afforded  to  us  in  its  pros- 
ecution, as  weilbv  the  military  officers  command- 
ing here  and  at  the  prison,  as  by  the  magistrates 
of  the  vicinity.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  dbc. 

CHARLES  KING. 

To  his  Excellency  J.  Q.  Adams,  dbc. 


Rqtori  of  Messrs.  Larpeni  and  King  upon  the  oeeur- 
rtnee  ai  Vartmoor  Prison, 

Plymouth,  Afrril  26, 1815. 
We,  the  undersigned  Commissioners, appointed 
on  behalf  of  our  respective  Governments  to  in- 
quire into  and  report  upon  the  unfortunate  oc- 
currence of  the  6th  of  April  instant,  at  Dartmoor 
prison,  having  carefully  perused  the  proceedings 
of  the  several  courts  of  inquiry  instituted  im- 
mediately after  that  event  by  the  orders  of 
Admiral  Sir  John  T.  Duckworth  and  Major 
General  Brown,  respectively,  as  well  as  the  de- 
positions taken  at  the  coroner's  inquest,  upon 
the  bodies  of  the  prisoners  who  lost  their  lives 
upon  that  melaneholy  occasion;  upon  which  in- 
quest the  jury  found  a  verdict  of  "justifiable 
homicide,"  proceeded  immediately  to  the  examin- 
ation, upon  oath,  in  the  presence  of  one  or  more 
of  the  magistrates  of  the  vicinity,  of  all  the  wit- 
nesses, botn  American  and  English,  who  offered 
themaelves  for  the  purpose,  or  who  could  be  dis- 
covered as  likely  to  afford  any  material  informa- 
tion on  the  subject,  as  well  tbose  who  had  been 
previously  exaininM  before  the  coroner  as  other- 
wise, to  the  number,  in  the  whole,  of  above 
eighty.  We  further  proceeded  to  a  minute  ex- 
amination of  thejprison,  for  the  purpoee  of  clearing 
up  some  points  which,  upon  the  evidence  alone 
were  scarcely  intelligible ;  obtaining  from  the 
prisoners,  and  from  the  officers  of  the  depot,  all 
the  necessary  assistance  and  explanation ;  and 
premising  that  we  have  been,  from  necessity, 
compelled  to  draw  many  of  our  conclusions  from 
statements  and  evidence  highly  contradictory. 
We  do  now  make,  upon  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
ceedinga,  the  following  report: 


Duriiig  the  period  which  has  ehipeed  since  the 
arrival  in  this  country  of  the  account  of  the  rati- 
fication of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  an  increased  de- 
gree of  restlessness  and  impatience  of  confinement 
appears  to  have  prevailed  amooEst  the  American 
prisoners  at  Dartmoor,  which,  though  not  exhib- 
ited in  the  shape  of  anr  violent  exeesses,  has 
been  principally  indicated  by  threau  of  breaking 
out,  irnot  soon  released.  On  the  ith  of  this  month, 
in  particular,  only  two  days  previous  to  the  event 
the  subject  of  this  inquiry,  a  large  body  of  the 
prisoners  rushed  into  the  market  square,  from 
whence  by  the  resulations  of  the  prison  they  are 
excluded,  demanding  bread  instead  of  biscuit, 
which  had  on  that  day  been  issued  by  the  officers 
of  the  depot.  Their  demand,  however,  having 
been  then  almost  immediately  complied  with^ 
they  returned  to  their  own  yards ;  and  the  em- 
ployment of  force,  on  that  occasion,  became  un- 
necessary. 

On  the  evening  of  the  6th,  about  six  o'clock, 
it  vras  clearly  proved  to  us  that  a  breach  or  hole 
had  been  made  in  one  of  the  prison  walls,  soffi- 
cient  for  a  fuU-sixed  man  to  pass,  and  that  others 
had  been  commenced  in  the  course  of  the  day, 
near  the  spot,  though  never  completed ;  that  a 
number  of  the  prisoners  were  over  the  railing, 
erected  to  prevent  them  from  communicating 
with  the  sentinels  on  the  walls,  which  was  of 
course  forbidden  by  the  regulations  of  the  prison ; 
and  that,  in  the  space  between  the  railing  and 
those  walls,  they  were  tearing  up  pieces  of  turf, 
and  wantonly  pelting  each  other  m  a  noisy  and 
disorderly  manner;  that  a  much  more  considera- 
ble number  of  the  prisoners  were  collected  toge- 
ther at  that  time  in  one  of  their  yards,  near  the 
place  where  the  breach  was  effected ;  and  that, 
although  such  collection  of  prisoners  was  not  on- 
usual  at  other  times,  (the  gambling  tables  being' 
commonly  kept  in  thai  part  oi  the  yard,)  yet, 
when  connected  with  the  circumstances  of  the 
breach,  and  the  time  oi  the  day,  which  Was  after 
the  horn  (the  signal  for  the  prisoners  to  retire  to 
their  respective  prisons^  had  ceased  to  sound,  it 
became  a  natural  and  just  ground  of  alarm  to 
those  who  had  charge  of  the  depot. 

It  was  also  in  evidence  that,  in  the  building 
formerly  the  pettjr  officers'  prison,  but  now  the 
guard  barrack,  which  stands  in  the  yard,  to  which 
the  hole  in  the  wall  would  serve  as  a  commu- 
nication, a  part  of  the  arms  of  the  guard  who 
were  off  duty  were  usually  kept  in  the  racks ; 
and  though  there  was  no  evidence  that  this  wai^ 
in  any  respect,  the  motive  which  induced  the 
prisoners  to  make  the  opening  in  the  wall,  or 
even  that  they  were  ever  acquainted  with  the 
fact,  it  naturally  became  at  least  a  further  cause 
for  suspicion  and  alarm,  and  an  additional  reason 
for  precaution. 

Upon  these  ff rounds,  Captain  Shortland  appears 
to  us  to  have  oeen  justified  in  giving  the  order 
(which  about  this  time  he  seems  to  have  siveo) 
to  sound  the  alarm-bell,  the  usual  signal  for  col- 
lecting the  officers  of  the  depot,  and  putting  the 
military  on  the  alert.  However  reasonable  and 
justifiable  this  was  as  a  measure  of  precaution, 
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the  effects  prodaced  thereby  in  the  prisons  (but 
irhieh  eoald  not  have  been  intended)  were  most 
unfortunate,  and  deeply  to  be  regretted.  A  con- 
siderable number  of  prisoners  in  the  yards  where 
no  disturbance  existed  before,  and  who  were 
either  already  within  their  respective  prisons,  or 
quietly  retiring  as  iisual  towards  them,  immedi- 
ately upon  sound  of  the  bell  rushed  back  from 
curiosity,  as  it  appears,  towards  the  gates  where, 
by  that  time,  the  crowd  had  assembled ;  and  many 
who  were  at  the  time  absent  from  their  yards, 
were  also,  from  the  plan  of  thd  prison,  compelled, 
in  order  to  reach  their  own  homes,  to  pass  by  the 
same  spot.  And  thus,  that  which  was  merely  a 
measure  of  precaution,  in  its  operation  increased 
the  evil  it  was  intended  to  prevent. 

Almost  at  the  same  instant  that  the  alarm-bell 
rang,  (but  whether  before  or  subsequent  is,  upon 
the  evidence,  doubtful,  though  Captain  Sbortlaod 
states  it  as  one  of  his  further  reasons  for  causing 
it  to  ring,}  some  one  or  more  of  the  prisoners 
broke  the  iron  chain  which  was  the  only  fasten- 
ing of  No.l  gate,  leading  into  the  market  square, 
by  means  of  an  iron  bar;  and  a  very  considerable 
number  of  the  prisoners  immediately  rushed  to- 
wards that  sate,  and  many  of  them  began  to 
press  forward,  as  fast  as  the  opening  would  per- 
mit, into  the  square. 

There  was  no  direct  proof  before  us  of  previous 
concert  or  preparation  on  the  part  of  the  prison- 
ers, and  no  evidence  of  their  intention  or  disposi- 
tion to  effect  their  escape  on  this  occasion,  ex- 
cepting that  which  arose  by  inference  from  the 
whole  of  the  above  detailed  circumstances  con- 
nected together. 

The  natural  and  almost  irresistible  inference 
to  be  drawn,  however,  from  the  conduct  of  the 
prisoners,  by  Captain  Sbortland  and  the  military 
was,  that  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  prisoners 
to  escape  was  on  the  point  of  being  carried  into 
execution,  and  it  was  at  least  certain  that  they 
were,  by  force,  passing  beyond  the  limits  pre- 
scribed to  them,  at  a  time  when  they  ought  to 
have  been  quietly  going  in  for  the  night. 

It  was  also  in  evidence  that  the  outer  gates  of 
the  market  square  were  usually  opened  about 
this  time  to  let  the  bread-wagon  pass  and  repass 
to  the  stor^  althooffh,  at  the  period  in  question, 
they  were  m  fact  closed. 

Under  these  circumstances.. and  with  these  im- 
pressions necessarily  operating  upon  his  mind^ 
«nd  the  knowledge  that,  if  the  prisoners  once 
penetrated  through  the  square,  the  power  of  es- 
cape was  almost  to  a  certainty  afforded  to  them, 
if  they  should  be  so  disposed,  Captain  Shortland, 
in  the  first  instance,  proceeded  clown  the  square, 
towards  the  prisoners,  having  ordered  a  part  ot 
the  different  euards,  to  the  number  of  about  fifty 
only  at  first,  (though  they  were  increased  after- 
wards,) to  follow  him.  For  sotne  time  both  he 
and  Doctor  Magrath  endeavored,  by  quiet  means 
and  persuasion,  to  induce  the  prisoners  to  retire 
to  their  own  yards,  explaining  to  them  the  fatal 
conscfquences  which  must  ensue  if  they  refused, 
as  the  military  would,  in  that  case,  be  necessarily 
Hsompelled  to  employ  force.    The  guard  was,  by 


this  time,  formed  in  the  rear  of  Captain  Short- 
land,  about  two-thirds  of  the  way  down  the 
square :  the  latter  is  about  one  hundred  feet  broad, 
and  the  guards  extended  nearly  alt  across.  Cap- 
tain Shortland,  finding  that  persuasion  was  in 
vain,  and  that,  although  some  were  induced  by 
it  to  make  an  effort  to  retire,  others  pressed  on  in 
considerable  numbers,  at  last  ordered  about  fifteen 
file  of  the  guard,  nearly  in  front  of  the  gate  which 
had  been  forced,  to  charge  the  prisoners  back  to 
their  own  yards. 

The  prisoners  were  in  some  places  so  near  the 
military  that  one  of  the  soldiers  states  he  could 
not  come  fairly  to  the  charge,  and  the  military 
were  unwilling  to  act  as  against  an  enemy. 
Some  of  the  prisoners,  also,  were  unwilling  and 
reluctant  to  retire,  and  some-  pushing  and  strug- 
gling ensued  between  the  parties,  arising  partly 
from  intention,  but  mainly  from  the  pressure  of 
those  behind  preventing  those  in  front  from  get- 
ting back.  After  some  little  time,  however,  this 
charge  appears  to  have  been  so  far  effective,  and 
that  with  liule  or  no  injury  to  the  prisoners,  as 
to  have  driven  them,  for  the  most  part,  quite 
down  out  the  square,  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  number,  who  continued  their  resistance 
about  No.  1  gate. 

A  great  crowd  still  remained  collected  after 
this  in  the  passage  between  the  square  and  the 
prisoners'  yards,  and  in  the  part  of  these  yards  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  gates.  This  assemblage  still  re- 
fused to  withdraw,  and,  according  to  most  of  the 
English  witnesses,  and  some  of  the  American, 
was  making  a  noise,  hallowing,  insulting,  and 
provoking,  and  daring  the  military  to  fire ;  and, 
according  to  the  evidence  of  several  of  the  sol- 
diers and  some  others,  was  pelting  the  military 
with  large  stones,  by  which  some  of  them  were 
actually  struck.  This  circumstance  is,  however, 
denied  by  many  of  the  American  witnesses;  and 
some  of  the  English,  upon  having  the  question 
put  to  them,  stated  that  they  saw  no  stones  thrown 
previously  to  the  firing,  although  their  situation 
at  the  time  was  such  as  to  enable  them  to  see 
most  of  the  proceedings  in  the  square. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  firing  com- 
menced. With  regard  to  any  order  havin|f  been 
given  to  fire,  the  evidence  is  very  contradictory; 
several  of  the  Americans  swear,  very  positivelyi 
that  Captain  Shortland  gave  that  order :  but  the 
manner  in  which,  from  the  confusion  oz  the  mo- 
ment, they  describe  this  part  of  the  transaction, 
is  80  different  in  its  details,  that  it  is  difficult  to 
reconcile  their  testimony.  Many  of  the  soldiery 
and  other  English  witnesses,  heard  the  worn 
given  by  some  one;  but  no  one  of  them  can' 
swear  it  was  by  Captain  Shortland,  or  by  any 
one  in  particular ;  and  sootie,  amongst  whom  is 
the  officer  commanding  the  guard,  think,  if  Cap- 
tain Shortland  bad  given  such  an  order,  that  they 
must  have  heard  it,  which  they  did  not.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  Captain  Shortland  denies  the  fact; 
and  from  the  situation  in  which  he  appeals  to 
have  been  placed  at  the  tim6,  even  according  to 
the  American  witnesses,  in  front  of  the  soldiers,  it 
may-appear  somewhat  improbable  that  he  should 
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then  ba?e  giren  such  ao  order.  But,  howeTer  it 
Bi«y  remain  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  the  firing 
first  hegao  in  the  square  by  order,  or  was  a  spon- 
taneous act  of  the  soldiers  theoiseWes,  it  seems 
dear  that  it  was  continued  and  renewed  both  there 
■od  elsewhere  without  orders ;  and  that  on  the 
platforms,  and  in  several  places  about  the  pris- 
on, it  WAS  certainly  commenced  without  »oy  au- 
thority. 

The  fact  of  an  order  having  been  given  at  first, 
provided  the  firing  was.  under  the  existing  cir- 
eamstanees,  justifuible,  does  not  appear  very  ma- 
teriAl  in  any  other  point  of  view  than  as  shawing 
a  want  of  disciptiae  and  stlf-poasesaion  in  the 
troops,  if  they  should  have  fired  without  orders. 

With  regard  to  the  above  important  considera- 
tion of  "whether  the  firing  was  justifiable  or 
sot,"  we  are  of  opinion,  under  all  the  circum- 
atances  of  the  case,  from  the  apprehension  which 
the  soldiers  might  faiilir  entertain,  owing  to  the 
number  and  conductor  the  prisoners,  that  this 
firing,  to  a  certain  extent,  was  justifiable  in  a  mil- 
itary point  of  view,  in  order  to  intimidate  the 
prisoners,  and  compel  them  thereby  to  desist 
mm  all  acts  of  violence,  and  retire,  as  they  were 
ordered,  from  a  situation  in  which  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  agent  and  military  could  not  permit 
them  with  safety  to  remain. 

From  the  fact  of  the  acowd  being  so  dose,  and 
the  firing,  at  first,  being  attended  with  very  little 
injury,  it  appears  probable  that  a  lacge  propor- 
tion of  the  muskets  were  as  stated  by  one  or 
two  of  the  witnessesi  levelled  over  the  heads 
of  the  prisoners;  a  cireiimatance,  in  some  re- 
spects, to  be  lamented,  as  it  induced  them  to  cry 
•at  "blank  cartridges," and  merely  irritated  and 
encouraged  them  to  renew  their  insults  to  the 
soldiery,  which  produced  a  repetition  of  the  firing 
in  a  manner  mtich  more  desteuctive. 

The  firing  in  the  square  having  continued  for 
aome  time,  by  which  several  of  the  prisoners  sus- 
tained injuries,  the  greater  part  of  them  appear  to 
have  been  running  back  with  the  utmost  con- 
.fusion  and  preoipitation  to  their  respective  prisons, 
and  the  cause  for  further  firing  seems,  at  this 
period,  to  have  ceased.  It  appears,  accordingly, 
that  Captain  Shortland  was  in  the  market  square 
exerting  himself  and  .giving  orders  to  that  dfect, 
and  that  Lieutenant  Fortye  had  succeeded  in 
stopping  the  fire  on  his  part  of  the.guard. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  very  difficult 
to  find  any  justification  for  the  further  renewal 
and  continuance  of  the  firing,  which  certainly 
took  place  both  in  the  prison  yards  and  elsewhere, 
though  we  have  some  evidence  of  subsequent  pro^ 
vocation  given  to  the  military,  and  resistance  to 
the  turnkeys  in  shutting  the  prisons, and  of  stones 
being  thrown  out  from  within  the  prison  doors. 

The  subsequent  firing  appears  rather  to  have 
arisen  from  the  state  of  individual  irritation  and 
exasperation  on  the  part  of  the  soldiers  who  fol- 
lowed the  prisoners  into  their  yardsi  and  from  the 
absence  of  nearly  all  the  officers:  who  might 
have  restrained  it,  as  well  as  from  tne  great  diffi- 
eulty  of  puitiog  an  end  to  the  firing  when  once 
cosnnieneed  onder  such  eircnnutances.    Captain 


Shortland  was,  from  tbis  time,  husily  occupied 
with  the  tornkevs  in  the  square,  receivinj^  and 
taking  care  of  the  wounded.  Bmsign  White  re- 
mained with  his  guard  at  the  breach,  and  Lieu- 
tenants Avelyne  and  Fortye,  the  only  other  aa- 
balterns  known  to  have  been  present,  continued 
in  the  square  with  the  main  bodies  of  their  re- 
spective guards. 

The  time  of  the  day,  which  was  the  officers' 
dinner  hour,  will,  in  some  measure,  explain  this, 
as  it  caused  the  absenoe  of  every  officer  from  the 
prison  whose  presence  was  not  indispensable  them. 
And  this  circumstance,  which  has  been  urged  as 
an  argument  to  prove  the  intention  of  the  prison- 
ers to  take  tbis  opportunity  to  escape,  tended  to 
increase  the  confusion,  and  to  prevent  those  greater 
exertions  being  made  which  might,  perhaps,  have 
obviated  at  least  a  portion  of  the  nuschief  which 
ensued.  At  the  time  that  the  firing  was  going 
on  in  the  square  a  cross  fire  was  kept  up  from 
several  of  the  platforms  on  the  walls  round  the 
prison,  where  the  sentries  stand,  by  stiaggiing 
parties  of  soldiers,  who  ran  op  there  for  that  pur- 
pose. As  far  as  this  fire  was  directed  to  dimree 
the  men  assembled  round  the  breach,  (for  wnioh 
purpose  it  was  most  efiectoal,^  it  seems  to  ataad 
upon  the  same  ground  as  that  in  the  first  iostaaoe 
in  the  square.  Bot  that  part  which,  it  is  posi- 
tively sworn,  was  directed  against  straaglinr 
parties  of  prisoners  running  about  the  yuds  and 
endeavoring  to  enter  the  few  doors  which  the 
turnkeys,  according  to  thdr  usud  practioe.  had 
left  open,  does  seem,  as  stated,  to  have  been  wnoUy 
without  object  or  excuse,  and  to  have  been  a 
wanton  attack  upon  the  lives  of  defencdess,  and, 
at  that  time,  uiioflendiog  indtvidoals. 

In  the  same,  or  even  in  nnore  severe  terms,  we 
must  remark  upon  what  was  proved  as  to  the 
firing  into  the  doorways  of  the  prison,  more  pai- 
ticu&rly  into  that,  of  No.  3  prison,  at  a  time 
when  the  men  were  in  crowds  at  the  entrance* 

From  the  position  of  the  prison  and  of  the  door, 
and  from  the  niarks  of  the  balls,  which  woio 
pointed  out  to  us,  as  wdl  as  from  the  evidence, 
it  was  clear  this  Ariog  must  have  proceeded  from 
soldiers  a  very  few  feet  from  the  door-wa)r>  ^^ 
though  it  was  certainly  sworn  that  the  priaoneis 
were  at  the  time  of  part  of  the  firing,  at  least, 
continuing  to  insult,  and  occasionally  to  throw 
stones  at  the  soldiers,  and  that  they  were  stand- 
ing in  the  way  of  ana  impeding  the  turnkey  who 
was  there  for  the  purpose  of  closing  the  door,  yet 
still  there  was  nothing  stated  which  eould,  in  oar 
view,  at  all  justify  such  excessive  harsh  and  se- 
vere treatment  of  helpless  and  unarmed  prisoners, 
when  all  idea  of  escape  was  at  an  end. 

Under  these  impressions,  we  used  every  endea- 
vor to  asceruin  if  there  was  the  least  prospect 
of  identifying  any  of  the  sddiers  fwho  had  been 
guilty  of  the  particular  outrages  here  alluded  to, 
or  oftraoinf  any  particular  death  at  that  time  to 
the  firing  of  any  particular  individual,  but  with- 
out success ;  and  dl  hopes  of  bringing  the  oflfend* 
ers  to  punishment  would  seem  to  be  at  an  end* 

In  conclusion,  we,  th^  undersigned,  have  onif 
to  add,  that  wiiilst  we  kmeat,  ns  we  do  moat 
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dceplf,  tk»  uofofftaDBCe  UnasaotioB  which  has 
Wa  ibe  suhiect  of  this  ioquiry,  we  find  ouraelves 
totally  uoahTe  to  suggest  any  stefis  to  be  lakeo  ae 
to  those  parts  of  it  which  seem  looftt  to  call  for 
vedress  aod  punishmeDt. 

CHARLES  KINO, 

FRS.  SEYMOUR  LARPENT. 


Lord  Cattknagh  to  Meomr*.  Clay  and  GaUaUa. 

FoEBioif  Orrios,  May  22, 1815. 

Gkntlemen:  I  lost  no  time  in  laying  before 
the  Prince  Regent  the  report  made  by  Mr.  Lar- 
peot  and  Mr.  King,  respectively  appointed  on  the 
part  of  His  Majesty's  Qorernment  and  that  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  to  inquire  into  the  cir- 
cumstaucesof  the  late  unifortonate  occurrence  at 
Dartmoor  prison. 

His  Royal  Highness  has  commanded  me  to  ex- 
press, through  you,  to  the  Gh)Teramient  of  Amer- 
ica, how  deeply  he  laments  the  consequences  of 
this  unhappj^  affiiir. 

If  any  thing  can  tend  to  relieve  the  distress 
which  His  Royal  Highne^ts  feels  on  this  occasion, 
it  is  the  consideration  that  the  conduct  of  the 
soldiers  was  not  actuated  by  any  spirit  of  ani- 
mosity against  the  prisoners,  and  that  the  inac- 
tivity of  the  officers  mav  he  attributed  rather  to 
the  inexperience  of  militia  forces,  than  to  any 
want  of  zeal  or  inclination  to  afford  that  liberal 
protection  which  is  ^ver  due  to  prisoners  of 
war. 

But  His  Royal  Highness  has  obeervedj  at  the 
same  time,  with  sincere  regret,  that  although  the 
firing  of  the  troops  upon  the  prisoners  may  have 
been  justified  at  the  commencement,  by  the  tur- 
bulent conduct  of  the  latter,  yet,  that  as  the  ex- 
tent of  the  calamity  must  be  ascribed  to  a  want 
of  steadiness  in  the  troops,  and  of  exertion  in  the 
officers,  calling  for  the  most  severe  animadver- 
sion, His  Royal  Highness  has  been  pleased  to  di- 
rect the  commander-in-chief  to  address  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Somerset  militia  his 
disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  the  troops,  which, 
it  is  trusted,  will  make  a  due  impression  on  the 
minds  of  the  officers  and  men  who  were  engaged 
in  this  unfortuoate  transaction. 

As  an  additional  proof  of  the  sentiments  which 
animate  the  Prince  Regent  on  this  occasion,  I  am 
further  commanded  to  express  His  Royal  High- 
nesses desire  to  make  a  compensation  to  (be  widows 
and  families  of  the  sufferers ;  aod  I  have  to  re- 
quest that  you,  gentlemen,  would  make  this 
known  to  your  Government,  inviting  them,  at 
the  same  time,  to  co-operate  with  His  Majesty's 
Charg6  des  Affaires  in  the  United  States  in  in- 
vestigating the  respective  claims,  for  the  purpose 
of  fultitling  His  Royal  Highoess's  benevolent  in- 
tentions upon  this  pa4nfnl  occasion. 

I  request  that  you  will  accept  the  assurance  of 
the  distinguished  consideration  with  whic4i  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

CASTLBREAGH. 
To  H.  Clait,  and  A.  GalultiH}  Esqa. 


Copy  igf  g fetfef  from  Mmmi.  Ciam  mdOaUaimio 

Lord  Omikn^h. 

Hamovsr  Strbbt,  Hanovbr  Souarb, 

ilfay  24, 1815. 
Mr  Lord:  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  official  note  of  the 
22d  instant.  Having,  as  we  have  already  inform- 
ed yoor  Lordship,  no  powers  on  the  sobject  to 
which  it  refers,  we  will  lose  no  time  in  transmit- 
ting it  to  our  Government.  We  will  also  place 
in  the  possession  of  the  American  Minister  near 
His  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  (whose  ar- 
rival here  we  daily  expect)  a  copy  of  your  Lord- 
ship'i  note,  together  with  a  statement  of  what 
had  previously  passed  respecting  the  unfortunate 
event  at  Dartmoor. 
We  have  the  opportunity  of  tendering,  ftc. 

H.  CLAY, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
The  Rt.  Hon.  Viscodkt  Cabtlerbaoh. 


Bmtrmct  rfaU^ttt  from  Mr.  Jdao^  to  the  Seamam 

if  Siaie^  daiod 

Jdnb  23, 1815. . 

He(Lord-Castlereagb)  tlien  mentioDed  the  laie 
occorreooe  at  Dartmoor  prison,  and  the  meaamaa 
which  had  been  taken,  by  agreement,  between  him 
and  Messrs.  Olay  and  Gallatin  on  that  oceuioa. 
I  said  i  had  reoetved  a  eopy  of.  the  report  mHide 
by  Mr.  King  and  Mr.  Larpent,  after  their  eoBani- 
nation  into  the  transaction,  and  of  the  written 
depositions  that  had  been  taken,  as  well  on  that 
examination  ns  previously,  at  the  coroner's  in- 
quest; tJiat,  after  what  had  been  done,  I  eoniMi- 
ered  the  procedmre  as  so  litr  terminated  that  I  was 
not  awBce  of  any  further  steps  to  be  taken  by  mm 
until  I  should  receive  the  instrnotions  of  my  Gov- 
ernment on  the  ease.  From  the  general  imprea- 
aion  made  on  my  mind,  from  the  evidence  tnat  I 
had  perused,  I  regretted  that  a  regular  trial  of 
Captain  Bhortland  had  not  been' ordered,  and  I 
thought  it  prdNible  that  such  would  be  the  opin- 
ion of  my  Government.  He  said  that  undoote- 
edly  there  were  cases  in  which  a  trial  was  the 
best  remedy  to  be  resorted  to,  but  there  wese 
others  in  which  it  was  the  worst ;  that  a  trial,  the 
result  of  which  would  be  anncquittal,  would  pleee 
the  whole  a&ir  in  a  more  unpleasant  situation 
than  it  would  be  without  it ;  that  the  evidenee 
was  extremely  contradictory;  that  it  had  been 
fo«tttd  impossible  to  trace  to  any  individual  the 
most  unjustifiable  part  of  the  firing;  and  that 
Captain  Shortland  denied  having  given  the  order 
to  fire.  I  admitted  that  the  evidence  was  contva- 
dictory,  hot  said  that  firom  the  impression  of  the 
whole  mass  of  it  upon  me,  I  could  not  doubt  either 
that  Captain  Shortland  gave  the  order  to  fire,  or 
that,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  was 
unnecessary.  It  was  true,  the  result  of  a  trial 
might  be  on  acquittal;  but  as  it  was  the  regular 
renaedy  for  a  case  of  this  description,  the  substi- 
tution of  anv  other  was  susceptible  of  strong  ob- 
jections, and  left  the  officer  apparently  justified, 
when  I  could  not  but  oonsider  bis  conduct  as  al> 
together  unJQstifiable. 
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Mr,  Baker,   HU  BrUanmc  Mc^tMu   Chargi  det 
Affaireif  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 

Philadblphia,  Aug^,  3,  1815. 

Sir  :  In  a  communicaiioD  made  by  viscouDt 
Castlereagh,  His  Majesty's  principal  Secreiary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affiiirs,  to  Messrs.  Clay  and 
Gallatin,  on  the  20th  of  last  May,  relatife  to  the 
unfortunate  occurrence  at  Dartmoor  prison,  his 
Lordship  expressed  to  those  gentlemen,  by  the 
command  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, how  deeply  His  Royal  Highness  lamented 
the  consequences  of  that  unhappy  afiair,  and  that, 
if  anything  could  have  alleviated  the  distress 
whicn  His  Royal  Highness  felt  on  that  occasion, 
it  was  the  consideration  that  the  conduct  of  the 
soldiers  was  to  be  attributed  rather  to  the  inex- 
perience of  a  militia  force,  than  to  any  want  of 
zeal  or  inclination  to  afford  that  liberal  protection 
which  is  ever  due  to  prisoners  of  war.  His  Lord- 
ship likewise  informed  them  that,  although  the 
firing  appeared  to  have  been  justified  at  its  com- 
mencement, by  the  turbulent  conduct  of  the  pris- 
oners, yet,  that  as  the  extent  of  the  calamity  was 
to  be  ascribed  to  a  want  of  steadiness  in  the  troops, 
and  of  exertion  in  the  officers,  calling  for  the 
most  severe  animadversioD,  His  Royal  Highness 
has  been  pleased  to  direct  the  commanaer-ia- 
chief  to  address  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Somerset  militia  his  disapprobation  of  the  eon- 
duet  of  the  troops,  so  that  a  due  impression  might 
be  made  on  the  minds  of  the  officers  and  men  en- 
gaged in  that  unfortunate  transaction. 

At  an  additional  proof  of  the  sentiments  which 
animated  the  Prince  Regent  on  this  painful  occa- 
sion, his  Lordship  was  also  further  comihanded  to 
express  to  Messrs.  Clay  and  Gallatin  His  Royal 
Highness's  desire  to  make  a'compensation  to  the 
widows  and  families  of  the  sufierers. 

In  reiterating  these  sentiments  on  the  part  of 
His  Majesty's  Government,  for  the  information 
of  the  rresident  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the 
honor  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  have  been  directed  to 
concert  with  the  American  Government  the  most 
efficient  means  of  carry ing  into  execution  these 
benevolent  intentions  of  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Re^^ent,  and  shall  be  ready,  with  a  view 
of  expediting  the  arrangements  to  be  made,  to 
proceed  without  delay  to  Washington,  for  the 
purpose  of  communicating  with  you  personally 
on  the  subject,  should  it  suit  your  convenience 
to  meet  me  there.  I  beg  leave,  at  the  same  time, 
tosuggestj  as  a  necessary  preliminary  to  any  mea- 
aures  which  may  be  adopted^  that  information 
ahottld  be  procured  from  the  different  States  with 
respect  to  the  families  of  the  sufferers,  and  any 
other  circumstances  which  may  facilitate  the 
-completion  of  the  arrangements  alluded  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 


sition  of  your  Government  to  make  provision  for 
the  widows  and  families  of  the  safferers  in  the 
much-to-be-lamented  occurrence  at  Dartmoor. 

It  is  painful  to  touch  on  this  unfortunate  event, 
from  the  deep  distress  it  has  caused  to  the  whole 
American  people.  This  repugnance  is  increased 
by  the  consideration  that  our  Governments, 
though  penetrated  with  regret,  do  not  agree  in 
sentiment  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  parties 
engaged  in  it. 

Whilst  the  President  declines  accepting  the 
provisions  contemplated  by  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  Recent,  he  nevertheless  does  fiul  jus- 
tice to  the  motives  which  dictated  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 

Anthony  St.  John  Bakxb,  Esq.  dbc. 


The  Secretary  of  State  to  A,  St,  John  Baker^  Esq,,  Hi$ 
Britannic  Majesty^*  Chargi  dee  Affaires* 

Department  of  Stats,. 

Washinoton,  Dec,  11, 1815. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  3d  of  August,  communicating  a  propo- 


B. 
Devon,  tovfit: 

Informations  of  witnesses  severally  taken  and  ac- 
knowledged on  behalf  of  our  Sovereign  Lord 
the  King,  touching  the  death  of  John  Haywood, 
at  the  prison  of  war  at  Dartmoor,  in  the  parish 
of  Lidford,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  the  eighth 
day  of  Aprit,  in  the  fifty-fifth  year  of  the  reign 
of  our  Sovereign  Lord  &ing  George  III.,  before 
Joseph  Whiteford,  gentleman,  one  of  the  coro- 
ners of  his  said  Majestv  for  the  said  county,  on 
an  inquisition  then  and  there  taken  on  view  of 
the  bod)^  of  the  said  John  Haywood,  then  and 
there  lying  dead,  as  follows:  , 

TViomae  Edwards,  a  private  soldier  in  His 
Majestv's  first  resiment  of  Somerset  militia,  on 
his  oath,  saitb :  That  he  is  stationed  with  the  said 
regiment  at  the  barracks  at  Dartmoor,  adjoining 
the  prison  of  war  there;  that,  on  Thursday  last, 
the  sixth  day  of  this  present  month  of  April, 
he  wa?  on  the  guard  called  the  West  piquet 
guard,  and,  at  the  hour  of  half-past  six  in  the 
evening,  was  fixed  as  sentinel  in  what  is  called 
t he. barrack  yanl,  which  is  situated  within  the 
walls  of  the  prison,  but  the  yard  allotted  to  the 
prisoners  is  separated  from  the  barrack  yard  by  a 
stone  wall;  that  about  the  hour  of  seven  in  the 
evening  of  same  daV}  he  (this  informant)  was  near 
his  post,  when  he  heard  a  noise,  as  if  some  per- 
sons on  the  other  side  of  the  wall  were  attempt- 
ing to  undermine  it;  whereupon  he  went  to  that 
part  of  the  wall  from  whence  the  noise  proceeded, 
and,  on  looking  at  the  wall,  he  perceived  that  the 
mortar  between  the  stones  was  moving,  at  the 
height  of  between  three  and  four  feet  from  the 
ground ;  whereupon  this  informant  immediatelf 
went  to  the  corner  of  a  building  which  is  called 
the  cook-house,  and  alarmed  the  sentinel  nearest 
to  this  informant  on  the  wall,  and  desired  him  to 
order  the  piquet  out;  that  this  informant  then  re- 
turned to  the  spot  where  he  had  seen  the  mortar 
moving,  and  by  this  time  there  was  a  ^ole  made 
through  the  wall  large  enough  ibr  this  informant 
to  nut  his  musket  and  bayonet  through,  and,  on 
looking  through  the  hole  in  the  wall,  he  saw  a 
great  nbmber  of  the  prisoneifB,  he  believes  to  the 
number  of  three  or  four  hundred,  assembled  to- 
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gether  near  the  hole  in  the  well;  and  he  thinks 
that  there  were  altogether  upwards  of  one  thous- 
and assembled  neariy  around  the  same  place;  that 
this  informant  spoke  to  the  prisoners  through  the 
wall,  and  ordered  them  off  several  times,  but 
manf  of  the  prisoners  declared  that  they  would 
not  go.  and  tner  still  continued  beating  against 
the  wall  {  and  this  informant  obserred  that  one 
of  the  prisoners  had  an  iron  bar  in  his  hand,  with 
which  he  was  tearing  down  the  wall,  and  the 
prisoners  within  the  prison  were  at  this  time  hal- 
looing and  making  a  great  noise ;  that  the  prison- 
ers continued  beating  against  the  wall  until  they 
had  made  a  hole  in  it  large  enough  for  the  largest 
man  in  the  prison  to  pass  through,  when  this  in- 
formant cocked  his  mosket  and  presented  it  to  the 
prisoners,  threatening  to  fire  at  them  unless  they 
desisted ;  when  the  prisoners  abused  this  inform- 
ant, asked  him  why  he  did  not  fire,  and  said  he 
was  afraid  to^o  so,  and  they  still  continued  tear- 
ing down,  the  wall  of  the  prison ;  that  shortly 
after  the  piquet  guard  came  to  this  informant's 
assistance,  and  then  this  informant  left  that  part 
of  the  wall  and  went  to  his  post;  that  Lieutenant 
White,  of  the  same  reffiment,  commanded  the 
piquet  guard,  and  this  informant  heard  him  order 
the  prisoners  to  go  from  the  wall,  but  they  refused 
to  do  so,  and  still  continued  teariofr  down  the 
wall ;  that  some  of  the  men  of  the  piquet  guard 
threatened  to  fire  at  the  prisoners,  but  Lieutenant 
White  told  them  that  they  should  not  fire,  and 
remained  in  the  barrack  yard  with  his  party, 
where  the  hole  was ;  that,  about  half-past  seven 
o'clock,  whiut  this  informant  was  at  hu  post,  he 
heard  the  report  of  several  muskets  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  market  place,  but  did  not  leave  his 
.post ;  and  at  this  time  tne  prisoners  were  still 
Mting  against  the  wall  on  the  inside,  at  several 
different  places,  but  after  many  muskets  had  been 
discharged  they  quitted  the  wall;  that  this  in- 
fdrmant  remained  at  his  post  until  he  was  re- 
lieved at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  and  during  this 
time  no  musket  was  fired  in  the  barrack  yard; 
and  after  this  informant  was  relieved  he  did  not 
hear  the  report  of  any  muskets,  and  the  firing  had 
entirely  ceased ;  and  this  informant  further  saith, 
that  he  was  not  within  the  walls  of  the  prison, 
and  did  not  see  any  musket  discharged,  but  only 
heard  the  report  of  them. 

THOMAS  EDWARDS. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Joseph  Whitsforo,  Coroner. 


Samittd  Wkiie,  a  lieutenant  in  His  Majesty's 
regiment  of  first  Somerset  militia,  on  his  oath, 
saith :  That,  on  Thursday  last,  th^fith  day  of  the 
present  month.  (April,)  he  (this  informant)  had 
the  west  guard  of  the  prison  of  war  at  Dartmoor, 
and  about  half  past  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  he 
was  in  the  guara  room,  when,  in  consequence  of 
some  information  he  received,  he  ordered  out  the 
guard,  and  proceeded  with  it  to  the  barrack  yard, 
which  adjoins  that  part  of  the  prison  distinguish- 
ed by  No.  7,  and  is  separated  therefrom  by  a  stone 
wall ;  that  Charles  Bdwards^  now  present,  was 
then  a  sentinel  in  the  barmck  yard,  and  at  his  post, 


and  at  the  distance  of  about  fifteen  yards  from 
the  post  where  he  was  the  sentinel,  he  (this  in- 
formant) observed  a  hole  in  the  wall  which  sep- 
arated the  barrack  yard  from  the  prison,  Isrge 
enough  for  a  man  of  any  size  to  come  througn ; 
that  at  this  time  there  were  a  great  number  of 
prisoners  within  the  wall  near  the  hole,  and  sev- 
eral of  them  tearing  down  the  wall,  and  he  par- 
ticularly noticed  two  of  the  prisoners  with  iron 
bars  in  their  hands,  removing  the  stones  from  the 
wail ;  that  this  ioformant  spoke  to  the  prisoners 
repeatedly,  and  desired  them  to  desist  from  what 
they  were  about,  and  told  them  that,  unless  they 
did,  the  whole  of  the  military  would  be  called 
out,  and  obliged  to  commit  violedbe  to  compel 
them  to  desist :  but  the  prisoners  still  continued 
tearing  down  the  wall,  and  repeated  volleys  of 
turf  and  stones  were  thrown  through  the  open- 
ing the  prisoners  had  made  in  the  wall,  and  over 
it,  at  this  informant  and  the  guard ;  and  this  in- 
formant was  struck  by  some  of  the  mortar  and 
stones  taken  from  the  wall,  and  thrown  at  him  by 
the  prisoners,  and  several  of  the  men  complained 
of  having  been  also  struck  with  the  stones  thrown ; 
that  this  Informant  did  not  see  Captain  Shortland, 
the  agent  for  the  prisoners  of  war,  in  the  barrack 
yard,  after  this  ioformant  came ;  that  when  this 
informant  spoke  to  the  prisoners  who  were  about 
the  wall,  they  abused  this  informant  and  the 
guard,  declared  they  would  not  leave  the  spot, 
and  said  *^Jire,  fire  P^  that  the  prisoners  witnin 
the  walls  of  the  prison  were^  tnrougbout,  in  a 
state  of  disturbance,  and  whilst  some  of  them 
were  tearing  down  the  wall,  the  rest  were  huz- 
zaing and  making  a  great  noise,  and  at  this  time 
it  was  about  the  hour  in  the  evening  when  the 
prisoners  are  usually  locked  up  in  their  different 
prisons;  that  he  (this  informant)  had  been  in 
the  barrack  yard  about  fifteen  minutes  when  he 
heard  the  prisoners  huzzaing  and  making  a  great 
noise  adjoining  the  yard  where  the  market  is 
held,  which  is  the  principal  entrance  to  the  pris- 
on, and  at  the  same  time  he  heard  the  alarm  bell 
ring,  and  the  drum  beat  to  arms,  and  immediately 
after  he  heard  the  report  of  a  single  musket, 
which  proceeded  as  in  a  direction  from  the  pris- 
on gates  leading  into  the  market  place,  and  this 
informant  then  proceeded  towards  the  market 
place,  to  ascertain  by  whose  orders  the  firing 
had  commenced,  leaving  the  piquet  guard  under 
the  care  of  the  sergeants ;  and  in  hu  way  to  the 
market  place  he  heard  several  other  muskets  dis- 
charged in  the  same  direction  as  the  former, 
whereupon  he  immediately  returned  to  his  guard, 
without  going  to  the  market  place,  and  still  found 
the  prisoners  tearing  down  the  wail  between  the 
prison  and  the  barrack  yard,  endeavoring  to  widen 
the  breach ;  that  the  prisoners  continued  tearing 
down  the  walL  when  some  muskets  were  fired 
from  the  walls  by  the  sentinels  towards  the  place 
where  the  breach  was;  whereupon  the  number 
of  prisoners  near  the  breach  lessened  considerably, 
many  running  towards  their  respective  prisons, 
and  others  towards  the  principal  gate ;  that  some 
of  the  prisoners  anempted  to  force  their  way 
through  the  breach,  when  he  (this  informant)  or- 
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dertd  the  guard  t«  oh»rge,  aad  warned  the  pris- 
oaect  apaiDst  the  opnsequeooes  that  would  folJow.; 
that  this  iDforiBRDt  was  at  thU  time  at  the  breach 
in  the  wall,  and  part  of  his  body  was  through,  to 
5ee  what  was  passing  within  the  walls,  and  he 
then  obserTed  that  the  principal  rush  o(  the  pris- 
oners was  towards  the  maio  sate,  leading  to  the 
market  place ;  and  just  at  this  moment  he  (this 
informant)  heard  a  volley  of  musketry  discharged 
in  the  market  pkce,  and  immediately  after  the 
prisoners  began  to  retreat ;  and  shortly  after,  this 
informant  saw  tbe  guard,  and  the  rest  of  the  sol- 
diers who  were  not  on  guard,  pass  on  the  inside 
of  the  prison  wall,  opposite  the  breach,  and  they 
were  drawn  vp  in  front  of  the  prison  No*  7,  and 
Maior  Joliiff  was  persuadiog  the  prisoners  to  go 
4o  tneir  prisons,  but  many  of  them  temained  at 
the  prison  door,  abusing  the  military ;  that  after 
a  considerable  eSotl  on  the  part  of  toe  guard,  the 
nrisoaers  were  driven  into  No.  7  prison,  and  the 
door  locked ;  that  at  the  time  this  informant  heard 
the  volley  of  musketry  in  Ibe  market  place,  or 
immediately  after,  th^re  were  several  musiets 
£f«d  from  the  diHerent  platforms  whore  the  sen- 
tinels weae  placed,  but  the  firing  ceased  instantly 
«fier  the  soldiers  «atered  the  prjeon  yard ;  that 
this  informant  remained  with  the  guard  until 
half-paat  eight  o'oloek  at  night,  when  everything 
was  reported  to  be  quiet,  when,  by  order  of  the 
field  officer,  the  guard  was  returned  to  the  guard- 
room^ that  there  was  not  a  muaket  discharged  in 
the  barrack  vard,  and  he  (this  inibrmant)  saw  no 
^cson  killed  or  wounded ;  that  when  this  infofm- 
ant  saw  the  priseoers  rush  towards  the  gates, 
chey  were  in  a  very  r ioloua,  disorderly  state,  and 
thev  appeared  to  this  informant  as  if  determined 
lo  force  their  passage  through  the  gatewajr  i  that 
the  soldiers  on  i^uard  are  directed  to  t efram  from 
any  communication  with  the  prisoners,  to. prevent 
the  prisoners  from  gettii^  over  the  iron  railing 
within  the  wails  of  the  prison,  and  likewise  to 
prevent  tbe  prisoners  from  tearing  down  or  un- 
dermining the  walls;  thaiC  in  jcaae  the  prisoners 
do  not  desist  from  suoh  praciides  when  i^ken  to, 
the  guard  is  to  be  alarmed,  but  the  sentinels  are 
ordered  not  to  fire  unless  in  oases  of  absolute  ne- 
ecasity,  or  where  a  prisoner  or  prisoners  is  or  are 
in  the  aet  of  escaping  from  the  prison;  that  on 
the  4tfa  day  of  April  instant  this  informant  was 
ako  on  the  guard,  and  the  prisoners  were  then 
very  disorderly,  and  refused  lo  obey  the  com- 
mands, insomuch  that  the  guards  were  turned  out, 
the  alarm-bell  rung,  and  the  drums  beat  to  arms ; 
and  at  this  time,  which  was  about  seven  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  the  prisoners  bad  forced  the  gates 
of  the  prison,  and  had  the  posseseion  of  the  whole 
of  the  market  place,  and  their  demcnd  was  thm 
for  bread  instead  of  biscuit*  which  this  informant 
wtderstood  bad  been  ofiered  them  instead  of  bread, 
there  being  oMich  biscuit  in  store;  but  on  the  6th 
dajr  of  April  instant  he  did  not  hear  the  prisoners 
assign  any  cause  for  their  conduct.  And  this  in- 
ibrmant further  saitb,  that  ofi  the  7th  day  of 
April  instant  he  attended  Admiral  Sir  Josias 
Rowley  and  Captain  Sehornberg  to  the  walls  of 
the  prison,  and  heard  the  Admind  speak  to  the 


prisoners  firom  the  platform  at  the  anin  aaiea, 
opjmiie  the  prison  No.  7,  and  requested  to  know 
their  grievances,  and  why  the  breaches  had  been 
made  in-  the  wall,  and  the  gates  forced ;  when  one 
of  the  prisoners,  whom  this  informant  understood 
to  be  one  of  the  committee,  said,  in  reply  to  the 
Admiral,  that  there  was  no  cause  of  eompiaint, 
and  that  the  breach  made  in  the  wall  was  to  get  m 
ball  which  had  been  thrown  over  the  wall  bv  some 
of  the  boys ;  that  thejnisoner  said  that  the  chain  at 
the  gates  was  not  sufficiently  strong,  and  the  prcaa 
at  the  gates  was  so  strong,  that  the  gates  were 
forced  open,  and  one  or  two  hundred  rushed  o«t, 
but  that. there  was  no  intention  to  escape;  that 
when  this  informant  saw  the  prisoners  breaking 
down  the  wall  on  the  fith  day  of  April,  instant, 
the  peraons  emnlojpcd  about  it  were  all  men,  and 
thef  were  all  tne  time  abusing  the  military ;  and 
durmg  the  time  this  informant  was  in  the  barraek 
vard,  no  person  asked  for  a  bail,  or  said  a  ball  had 
been  thrown  over  the  wall. 

SAM.  WHITE, 
JUenf .  Ut  Somermt  reg'l  maitlto; 

Sworn  before  me» 

Jos.  Wbiteford,  Coroner, 

Jdk»  MikhO^  one  of  the  elerks  in  the  office  of 
Thomas  Qeorge  Sheilland,  Esq.,  the  agent  fcv 

Erisoners  of  war  nt  Dartiiioor,in  the  parish  of 
lidford,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  on  his  oath^  aaitk: 
That,  on  Thursday,  the  sixth  day  of  ApcH  instant, 
about  a  qamler  beibre  -seven  in  the  evening,  he 
(this  informant)  weas  in  his  own  mem,  the  ^krty 
of  the  daf  having  been  finished,  except  reeeiviog 
the  evemng  leport,  when  one  of  the  tamkeys, 
called  RJchard  Arnold,  came  to  this  tafomam 
room,  and,  in  eonaeqaenoe  of  infbrmatioo  whieh 
he  gave,  this  informant  walked  towards  the  soath 
guard,  aooomjianied  by  Mr.  John  Benaeu,  store 
clerk  at  the  prison,  and  observed  the  ofiecr  of  the 
guard  on  the  platform ;  and  this  informaat  went 
on  the  platform,  and  saw  a  great  number  of  pn»- 
ooers  li«tween  the  iron  raiuag  within  the  wslis 
of  the  prison  and  the  wall  of  the  miliary  way, 
whieh  IS  a  place  where  the  prisoners  are  not  ]ier- 
mitted  to  go,  and  the  prisoners  were  throwia^ 
peat  and  other  light  articles;  that  this  informaBi 
then  went  to  the  guard  room,  where  there  was  a 
report  that  a  breach  bad  been  made  by  the  pris> 
oners  in  the  hospital  wall,  where  he  immediately 
went,  but  saw  no  appearance  of  breach  there. 
Thai  he  then  returned  to  the  lodge,  and,  finding 
that  the  west  ffuard  were  not  at  their  post,  he 
went  to  the  north  guard  and  requested  theeetyeant 
to  assemble  his  gaard,  and  they  followed  this  in- 
formant to  the  station  of  the  west  guard ;  that 
this  informant  then  went  to  the  front  of  the  prtfH 
cipal  eatranee  to  the  prison,  and  saw  Captaia 
Shortland  in  the  front  of  the  prison^and  the  gale 
of  the  prison  nearest  to  the  hospital  was  open, mid 
the  prisoners  were  coming  through  the  galea  of 
the  firison,  towards  the  upper  gates,  in  a  body,  at 
a  qaick  pace,  making  a  great  -noise,  and  using  the 
word  "keeno,''  which  this  informant  has  fre- 
quently heard  the  prisoners  use  when  they  were 
bent  on  anything ;  that  OapUin    ShartlaM  ad 
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fnveed  towards  the  pitsoBCft,  ealUefl^oii  the  gamrd 
10  follow,  ibrm,  aod  b«  stead?,  and  directed  them 
to  keep  possession  of  the  market  square;  that  this 
toforaiaDt  followed  Captain  Shortland,  keeping 
between  him  and  the  military,  and  this  ioibrmant 
hesrd  Caj[ttain  Sbortland  desire  the  prisoners  to 
return  quietly  to  th«if  prisons,  for  feajr  of  any  un- 
pleasant consequenees,  and  he  repeatedly  urced 
the  prieonefes  to  return  to  their  prison,  but  they 
atili  eootinoed  advanoiuff,  speaking  in  a  riotous 
nanner,  and  making  a  grint  noise ;  and  at  this 
iBonMot  he  (ihis  informaiu)  also  saw  the  surgeon. 
Dr.  Maf^raih)  speaking  lo  the  priioneza,  and  he 
heard  him  persuade  tM  prisoners  to  reUim ;  that, 
at  this  time,  be  (this  informant)  observed  a  large 
body  of  prisoners  assembled  at  the  other  gate,  or 
the  opposite  side  of  the  market  place,  and  pro- 
aeaded  towards  this  gate  with  au  intention  of  ob- 
aetYiog  tiieir  coadaet  minutely,  bat,  on  hearing  a 
noiee  on  bis  left,  he  turned  found  and  observed 
the  prisoners  were  mooh  furiher  up  the  aquare, 
fnare  oamenous,  and  part  of  the  goarae  had  char- 
ged their  bayonets  towaids  the  prisoners  to  force 
them  down,  aad  almost  at  the  same  naoment  he 
^thia  ifkibrmaat)  heard  the  report  of  a  musket  dis- 
charged, and  the  sound  eame  itom  where  the 
guard  'were  charged  to  fbice  the  prisoners  down, 
out  this  informant  did  not  see  any  person  fall } 
that  he  (this  informant)  ran  and  got  in  the  rear 
of  tbe  military,  and  almost  instanuy  a  dischaige 
of  nosketry  took  place  from  the  guards  who 
were  Ibreiog  the  prisaners  down,  and  shortly 
after  he  heard  various  disoharges  of  musketry 
from  diCerent  parts  of  the  prison ;  that  he  (this  in* 
Ibrmant)  did  not  hear  any  person  give  orders  to 
ite;  that  Beveml  muskets  were  fired  in  the  mar- 
ket aqtiafe,  but  what  number  he  eanaot  say, 
and,  immediaiely  after  the  liriag  had  ceased,  he 
heard  Captain  Bhortlaad  call  for  turakeys  to  tahe 
a^i  the  wounded;  that  this  informant  made  his 
way  through  the  nulitary  with  some  of  the  turn- 
key^i  and  the  first  pecaon  he  saw  was  a  black  man 
lying  OB  the  grouad,  on  his  face,  apparently  dead; 
aad  there  wasanother  man  wounded  in  thecquare, 
and  sitting  in  the  eeauy  boa,  but  this  informaut 
did  aot  aotiee  any  other ;  that  there  was  then  an 
outcry  from  the  military  for  the  key  of  the  gate 
which  leads  to  Nos.  5  and  7  prisoas,  aad  this 
informaat  went  and  procured  a  turnkey,  who 
brought  the  key  and  opened  the  gate;  and,  after 
aame  of  the  military  has  .passed  in,  this  informant 
weat  inside  the  gate,  and  there  saw  a  white  man 
lying  on  the  ground,  abo  apparently  dead ;  and 
at  this  time  thie  informant  heard  the  report  of 
several  single  muskefti,  at  difiieient  parts  of  the 
|f  M00|  apparently  as  il  from  the  walls,  and,  con- 
sidering it  unsafe,  he  retired  behind  the  military, 
and  went  again  to  the  lodge,  where  he  remained 
.uatil  there  was  a  call  for  turnkeys  to  shut  up  the 
prisoa,  when  he  procured  the  necessary  turnkeys 
aad  sent  them  down,  and  then  went  towards  the 
military  hiouelf^  and,  at  Captain  Bhortkad's  rc^ 
fuest.  went  tp  ascertain  the  number  of /prisoners 
who  had  been  sent  up,  and  aAerwards,. by  order 
of  Captain  Bhortland,  went  to  the  surgery  ward 
of  the  hospital  to  teoeive  the  woimded  and  ascer- 


tain their  number,  and  whilst  there  he  received 
thirty*four  prisoners,  who  were  wounded,  and  one 
dead  man  was  also  brought  to  the  hospital  by 
mistake;  that  this  informant  remained  thereuntil 
he  Was  sent  for  by  Captain  Bhortland  to  report 
the  number ;  that,  at  the  time  the  first  musket 
was  fired,  he  thinks  that  there  were  about  five 
hundred  prisoners  in  the  market  square,  and  the 
foremost  of  them  were  beha?ing  in  a  very  riotous 
and  disorderly  manner,  quite  disresfiectful  to  Cap- 
tain  Bhortland,  and  without  appearing  to  pay  the 
least  attention  to  what  Captain  Bhofftland  or  Dr. 
Magrath  were  saying,  and  though  requeated  to 
retire  they  continued  to  advance,  aad  seemed  to 
this  informant  as  if  determined  to  forae  their  way 
to  the  upper  gates,  which  were  Jhen  opjBoed  to 
permit  the  bread-wagon  togo  out;  that,  since  the 
26th  dajT  of  March  last,  there  has  beea  much  dis- 
satisfrictioa  amooff  the  prisoneia  in  the  priaon 
towards  Mr.  Beasley,  the  Amenoan  agent,  whom 
the  prisoaers  understood  was  appoiated  to  seod 
them  home ;  and,  oa  the  4th  day  of  April  inrtaat, 
about  seven  o'clock  in  the  evenmg,  the  prisoneas 
got  open  the  gates  leading  to  the  market  eqoan, 
aad  came  upend  occupied  the  aquare  until  abaut 
ten  o'clock,  when  they  retinKi  to  their  respective 
prisons;  that  this  infonBact  went  to  tlw  gates 
and  spoke  to  aome  of  the  prbonens,  and  alsOsweat 
inside  amongst  them»  and  asked  what  they  canse 
up  for,  when  they  replied  it  was  because  they 
had  had  no  bread  tbat  day;  that  ifae  tiaaspect 
board  had  permitted  the  oontiactor  to  issue  bis- 
cuit, %f  which  he  had  a  store,  for  hie  eoutrae^ 
and  it  was  arranged  by  Captain  Bhortland  that 
they  were  to  have  it  only  one  day  in  a  week,  aad 
tbe  prisoners  had  been  offered  their  mtiooii  of  b»- 
cuit»  which  was  oae  pound  of  biscuit  inetead  of 
one  pound  and  a  half  of  tod  bread,  but  t^y  had 
refused  to  accept  it  throagbont  the  day,  but  re- 
mained quiet  till  the  evening;  that,  en  the  6th 
day  of  April  instant,  soft  bread  had  beea  issued 
to  the  prisoners  as  usual,  and  Captain  Bhortland 
had,  on  the  5th,  communicated  to  the  committee 
for  the  prisoners  that  he  did  not  intend  to  issue 
any  biscuit  without  further  directions  from  the 
board ;  that  this  informaat  did  not  observe  aiif^ 
thing  thrown  by  the  prisoners  at  the  m^tary  on 
the  evening  of  the  6th,  and  did  aot  see  the  pria- 
oners  armed  with  any  oflEensive  weapons ;  that  if 
the  prisoneu  had  forced  their  way  to  the  upper 
gate  of  the  market  square,  there  would  have  been 
no  obstacle  to  their  getting  out  of  the  prison,  aa 
all  the  gaies  were  open ;  that  about  a  quarter  oi 
an  hour  previous  to  this  informant  seeing  the 
prisooers  coming  in  a  body  through  the  gate,  the 
usual  horn,  the  signal  for  their  retiring  to  their 
respective  prisons,  bad  been  blown,  an dcontinaed 
to  Mow  nearly  tbe  whole  of  the  time. 

JOHN  MITCHELL. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Jos.  WflXTEPoaD,  Qnxmer. 


AmoidL  oae  of  the  turnkeys  of  tbe 
prison  of  war  at  Dartmoor,  on  his  oath,  saith: 
That  on  the  6th  day  of  April  ioetant  he  (this  in- 
formant) was  itatioaad  at  the.  lower  gate  ia  the 
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market  square,  adjoiDing  to  the  wall  of  the  mili- 
tary hospital ;  that  just  before  seiFen  o'clock  in 
the  eTening  this  informant  went  on  the  platform 
in  the  front  of  the  gates  of  the  prison  leaaing  into 
the  market  square,  when  he  saw  a  great  number 
of  prisoners  between  the  iron  railing  and  the  mili- 
tary wall  which  separates  the  military  wa|r  from 
the  prison,  and  went  and  reported  thectrcum- 
stance  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  from  thence  went  to 
Mr.  Holmden,  the  clerk  of  the  agent  at  the  prison, 
and  then  this  informant  returned  towards  the 
lodge,  and  there  met  Mr.  Holmden  with  a  guard, 
ana  he  went  into  the  prison  with  them  to  tarn 
the  prisoners  from  betweeii  the  railing  and  the 
wall,  and  this  informant  went  to  the  lower  gate 
again;  that,  just  as  this  informant  jtot  to  the 
gate,  he  heard  a  sentinel  call  from  the  Iwrrack 
yard  to  a  sentinel  on  the  platform  near  the  market 
sqoare,  that  the  prisoners  were  breaking  a  hole 
through  the  barrack  wall,  and  desiring  htm  to 
eall  the  guard ;  that  this  informant  immediately 
went  to  the  west  guard  and  called  them,  and 
when  the  guard  was  turned  out  Captain  Short- 
land  came  through  th&  lodfie,  and  went  with  the 
guard  to  the  barrack  yard,  and  this  informant 
went  there  also,  after  having  called  the  north  and 
south  guard  to  be  in  readiness  if  they  were  want- 
ed; that  on  coming  into  the  barrack  yard  he  ob- 
served a.hole  in  the  wall  on  the  south  side  of  the 
cook  room,  large  enough  for  a  man  to  creep 
through,  and  he  saw  a  great  number  of  prisoners 
tbrouffh  the  hole  in  the  wall,  who  were  abusing 
the  soldiers  and  the  captain ;  that  this  infoAaant 
then  returned  to  the  market  square,  leaTing  Cap- 
tain Shortland  in  the  barrack  yard,  and  the  horn 
was  then  sounding  for  the  prisoners  to  tarn  into 
their  respeetiTe  prisons,  when  he  obserred  a  laroe 
bodjr  of  prisoners  collected  between  the  iron  rau* 
ing  in  the  front  of  the  prisons,  and  they  were  at- 
tempting to  force  the  gates,  which  were  locked 
and  secured  br  an  iron  chain,  and  were  verv 
riotoos ;  that  this  informant  went  awav  to  call 
the  guard,  and  met  Captain  Shortland  at  the 
upper  gate;  that  the  guard  was  outside  by  the 
guard  house,  drawn  out,  and  Captain  Shortland 
called  to  them  to  follow  him,  and  this  informant 
returned  with  him,  and  by  this  time  the  prisoners 
had  forced  the  gate,  and  many  hundreds  had  a,s- 
sembled  in  the  market  square;  that  Captain 
Shortland  desired  the  soldiers  to  draw  up,  be 
steady,  and  keep  their  ground,  and  the  soldiers 
Ibrmea  just  aoross  the  square;  that  this  inform- 
ant saw  Captain  Shortland  go  up  in  front  of  the 
military,  and  heard  him  desire  the  prisoners  to 
go  in,  or  otherwise  he  should  be  obliged  to  use 
means  which  he  should  be  very  sorry  for ;  that 
the  prisoners  were  very  riotous,  calling  out 
«  keeno,  keeno,"  several  times,  and  advanced  in- 
stead of  retiring,  when  some  of  the  soldiers  came 
to  a  charge,  and  this  informant  made  the  best  of 
his  way  to  get  in  their  rear,  and  just  after  he  got 
in  the  rear  he  heard  a  single  musket,  and  soon 
after  he  heard  several  muskets  discharged,  but 
the  muskets,  were  at  first  elevated  so  high  that  he 
does  not  think  a  single  shot  touched  either  of  the 
prisoners,  and  thea  he  observed  that  many  of  the 


prisoners  had  got  a  gf«at  way  in  the  jfard,  when 
some  of  them  called  out  "  Fire,  yon  buggers,  you 
have  no  shot  in  your  pieces  or  guns;''  when  the 
military  fired  again,  and  this  informant  heard  a 
cry  amount  the  prisoners,  and  almost  immedi- 
ately he  heard  Captain  Shortland  call  for  the 
turnkeys  to  hdp  the  wounded  away ;  that  this  in- 
formant tew  one  man  dead  in  the  gateway  of 
prison  No^  7,  and  saw  several  men  carried  to- 
wards the  hospital  wounded,  but  he  does  not 
know  any  of  them ;  that  this  informant  did  not 
hear  any  person  give  orders  to  fire ;  that  he  was 
near  to.  Captain  Shortland  when  the  firing  first 
began,  and,  if  Captain  Shortland  had  given  any 
orders  to  fire,  be  thinks  he  must  have  heard  them ; 
that  between  the  first  discharge  and  the  second 
the  prisoners  had  retreated  from  the  market 
square  towards  the  prison,  but  had  made  a  staad 
when  the  second  firing  commenced ;  that  he  did 
not  see  the  prisoners  armed  with  any  ofieasive 
weapons,  nor  did  he  see  them  throw  any  stones 
at  the  military ;  that  the  same  evening,  aher  the 
prisoners  were  locked  np^  he  went  into  the  priaon 
yard,  and  saw  several  places  in  the  wall  where 
the  stones  had  been  taken  out,  but  there  was  only 
one  hole  entirely  through  the  wall. 

RICHARD  ARNOLD. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Joseph  Whiteforo,  Ckfroner, 

Stephen  Hail,  one  of  the  turnkeys  at  the  prison 
of  war  at  Dartmoor,  on  his  oath,8aith:  That  on 
the  0th  day  of  April  instant,  about  a  quarter  be* 
fore  seven  o^dock  in  the  evening,  he  went  into 
the  market  square,  and  went  to  the  lower  gate, 
when  he  saw  some  of  the  prisoners  come  over  in 
a  bod  V  from  the  wall  which  sepamtes  the  barrack 
yard  trom  the  prison,  and  they  came  to  the  gale 
next  to  the  hospital,  and  forced  the  gate  open, 
and  went  up  towards  the  market  square;  that 
this  informant  Was  close  by  Captain  Shortland  in 
the  square,  and  heard  the  captain  desire  them  to 
go  back,  but  they  said  they  would  not ;  that  there 
were  some  soldiers  at  this  time  formed  in  the 
market  square,  and  when  the  prisoners  refused  to 
retire  they  came  to  a  charge,  and  then  this  in- 
formant went  to  the  rear,  when  he  heard  a  single 
musket  fire ;  and  at  this  time  he  had  not  hem 
any  person  give  orders  to  fire,  nor  did  he  hear 
any  such  orders  given  afterwards ;  that  after  the 
musket  was  fired  he  went  towards  the  lodge,  and 
heard  several  muskets  fired,  and  shortly  after  he 
heard  the  captain  call  for  the  turnkeys  to  hring 
up  the  wounded,  when  this  informant  went  down 
and  assisted  in  taking  up  two  wounded  men,  one 
of  them  in  the  market  square  and  the  other  in 
the  prison,  and  he  also  picked  up  one  man  dead 
in  the  market  square,  but  he  does  not  know  the 
man ;  that  when  this  informant  saw  the  prismi- 
ers  coming  across  the  yard  towards  the  gate,  they 
were  behaving  in  a  very  riotous  manner,  and  this 
informant  oburved  that  they  had  some  iron  bars, 
and  he  thinks  that  three  of  the  men  had  an  iron 
bar  each ;  that  he  did  not  see  either  of  the  men 
auempt  to  strike  with  them,  and  he  did  not  see 
either  of  the  prisoners  throw  anythiog  towards 
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the  military ;  that  th»  ioformant  heard  the  alarm 
bell  riDff  jast  before  he  saw  the  prisoners  come 
across  tue  prison  and  force  the  gate ;  that  after 
they  hid  forced  the  gate  this  informanc  persaaded 
the  prisoners  to  go  back,  bat  they  refused  to  do 
so;  that  they  made  no  complaints  whatever  in 
this  informant's  hearing;  that  on  the  7th  day  of 
April  instant,  he  was  at  the  lower  gate,  when  he 
heard  some  persons  who  were  walking  between 
the  railing,  and  they  were  talking  about  a  black 
man  that  was  killed ;  and  this  informant  heard 
the  prisoners  say.  if  the  black  man  had  not  been 
killed  he  would  have  kitted  Captain  Shortiand, 
and  that  he  had  a  knife  in  his  pocket  prepared  to 
stab  him ;  that  there  was  no  person  present  with 
this  informant  at  the  time  he  heard  this  conver- 
sation, and  he  does  not  know  the  prisoners  who 
were  talking  together. 

STEPHEN  HALL. 
Sworn  before  me. 

JossPB  WHiTfiPORD,  Oorofur. 

Richard  Q^pAtif,  an  American  prisoner  of  war, 
on  his  oath,  satth :  That  he  hath  this  day  seen 
the  bodies  of  several  men  lying  dead  at  the  dead« 
house  in  the  hospital  at  Dartmoor,  and  amongst 
them  he  saw  the  body  of  Xohn  Haywood,  a  black 
man;  that  John  Haywood  was  in  prison  No.  4, 
with  this  Informant,  and  on  Thursday  last,  about 
half  past  five  in  the  evening,  he  went  to  the  privy 
adjoiaing  to  pri&on  No.  4,  and  had  not  been  there 
above  a  few  minutes  when  he  heard  a  firing  of 
musketry  as  from  the  market  square  and  the 
ramparts  around  the  prison ;  that  at  first  there 
was  a  single  muskei  which  he  heard  the  report 
of,  and  immediately  after  several  volleys  were 
fired;  that  about  six  o'clock  he  came  out  of  the 
privy  and  then  saw  John  Haywood  going  down 
to  go  out  of  the  prison,  and  asked  him  wnere  he 
was  ffoing ;  he  said  be  was  going  out  to  see  what 
the  firing  was  about,  aod  parted  from  this  in- 
formant; that  this  informant  went  back  to  the 
privy,  and  about  ten  minutes  after  be  heard  that 
Haywood  was  dead,  but  did  not  see  him  till  this 
day ;  that  this  informant  was  not  out  in  the  prison 
yard  from  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  6th 
dav  of  April  instant  until  the  following  day  about 
half  past  eight  in  the  morning. 

RICHARD  CBPHUS,  his  X  mark* 

Sworn  before  me^ 

JosBPB  Wbitbford,  CoTouer^ 

George  Magraih^mrg^n  at  the  hospital  at  the 
prison  of  war  at  Dartmoor,  on  his  oath,  saith: 
That,  on  the  (kh  day  of  April  instant,  about  ten 
minutes  before  seven  o^lock  in  the  evening, 
whilst  sitting  in  his  own  house,  he  heard  the 
alarm  bell  ring  on  the  outside  of  the  prison,  and 
immediately  ran  out,  and.  on  arriving  at  that 
part  of  the  military  way  wnich  fronts  the  market 
square,  he  saw  a  Ime  of  soldiers  drawn  up  on  the 
outside  of  the  square  fronting  the  outer  gate ; 
that,  on  looking  into  4he  square,  he  observed  a 
considemble  body  of  the  prisoners  advancing  up 
the  square,  and,  having  understood  that  the  pris- 
oners were  breaking  out,  this  informant,  witn  as 
much  haste  as  he  eoold, advanced  towarda  them^ 


as'soon  as  this  informant  got  amonpt  them,  he 
bej^n  to  exhort  them  to  return  quietly  into  the 
prison,  and  told  them  that  he  feared  any  attempt 
of  that  kind  (meaning  an  attempt  to  escape) 
would  be  attended  with  seriobs  consequences; 
that  many  of  the  prisoners  told  this  informant 
that  4hey  were  kept  an  unnecessary  length  of 
time  in  prison  aAer  they  considered  themselvea 
as  free,  or  tome  words  to  that  effect ;  that  this 
informant  observed  to  them  that  their  detention 
appeared  to  be  entirely  the  fault  of  their  own 
agent,  Mr.  Beasley ;  and  several  of  those  whom 
this  informant  had  addressed,  appearing  to  be  sen- 
sible of  the  truth  of  what  this  informant  had  ad- 
vanced, went  back  and  retired  towards  the  gale 
leading  into  the  prison  from  the  market  square; 
that  this  informant  continued  to  address  himself 
to  others,  and,  whilst  exnostuiating  with  them, 
this  informant  saw  the  soldiers  march' down  the 
square  and  form  in  a  line  fronting  the  prisonera, 
abont  the  middle  of  the  square,  and,  dnring  thia 
time,  greater  numbers  t>f  the  prisoners  were  pres- 
sing up  through  the  gate ;  and  whilst  this  in- 
formant was  still  using  language  to  those  whom 
he  addressed,  calculated  to  induce  them  to  return 
^nto  prison,  he  heard  a  voice  (but  whose  it  waa 
this  informant  did  not  know)  ordering  the  soldiera 
to  charge ;  that,  at  this  time,  Captain  Shortiand 
was  near  to  this  informant  and  he  appeared  to 
be  employing  the  same  means  as  he  (this  in- 
formant) waa  to  induce  the  prisoners  to  return  to 
the  prison ;  that,  on  hearing  the  word  "  charge" 
given,  he  looked  round,  (for  his  back  was  then  to 
the  soldiers,  and  his  face  towards  the  prison,)  and 
found  himself  on  the  point  of  the  soldiers'  bayo- 
nets, who  were  close  to  him;  that  he  (this  in- 
formant) waa  driven  a  considerable  way,  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  with  the  prisoners,  when  he 
loond  it  necessary  to  make  some  attempt  to  ex- 
tricate himself,  and  succeeded  in  getting  round 
the  left  wing,  which  rested  on  the  waif  which 
separates  the  market  square  from  the  hospital, 
and,  whilst  this  informant  was  endeavoring  to 
get  roundi  the  firing  commenced ;  at  first  he  heard 
two  or  three  muskets,  but  afterward*  the  dia- 
charges   became    more    frequent,   and   aknoat 
amounted  to  n  volley ;  that  as  soon  na  this  in- 
formant had  extricated  himself,  htinff  apprehen- 
sive that  his  assistance  might  be  required,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  firing,  he  went  to  make  prepara- 
tion for  the  purpose ;  that  this  informant  went  to 
hia  own  house  and  carried  some  instruments  to 
the  receiving  room  of  the  hospital,  where  he 
awaited  the  arrival  of  some  wounded  men,  but 
he  did  not  see  any  of  those  who  were  killed  on 
the  spot  nntil  this  morning ;  that  this  informant 
has  this  day  examined  the  body  of  a  black  man, 
stated  to  be  called  John  Haywood,  and  found 
that  the  ball  had  entered  a  little  posterior  to  the 
aeremien  of  the  left  shoulder;  passing  obliquely 
upwards,  it  made  its  egress  about  the  middle  of 
the  right  side  ef  the  neck,  and.  in  the  judgment 
of  this  ioformant,  he  died  of  that  wound,  which 
appeared  to  have  been  inflicted  by  a  musket  ball ; 
that  this  informant,  at  the  time  the  order  was 
given  to  charge,  was  in  warm  eonversation  with 
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the  prisoners,  and,  therefdre,  cmnot  Cake  opoo 
himself  to  say  who  gare  the  order,  bat  this  in« 
fiinaaiit  heard  no  person  give  a^  order  to  fire ; 
tfaftt  there  was  a  sreat  deal  of  confusion  among 
the  prisoners,  and,  therefore,  be  cannot  speak  to 
the  general  coadnct  of  the  prisoners ;  but  those 
ta  whom  this  informant  spoke  appeared  disposed 
to  listen  to  htm,  and  manf  receded  towards  the 

Sate  amongst  those  with  whom  this  ioforraant 
ad  been  oonveraiag;  that  the  dumber  of  the 
pfisonees  that  were  assembled  in  the  market 
sqnare  he  cannot  sa)r,  or  even  form  an  estimate, 
bat  there  was  »  considerable  crowd  together,  and, 
daring^  the  time  this  infornuint  was  in  conversa- 
tion  with  the  men,  the)r  were  pressing  forward 
in  a  body ;  that,  as  the  whole  ot  this  tafonnaot's 
attention  waa  engrossed  with  a  few  to  whom  this 
informant  addressed  himself,  he  cannot  take  apon 
himself  en  gir^  any  opinion  nn  to  the  necessity  of 
coeroion ;  bnt  this  informant  is  of  opinion  that 
the  prisoners  ought  nut  to  have  been  in  that  sit* 
nation  at  so  late  an  honr  in  the  evening ;  that 
there  was  a  great  chimor  of  voice,  and  a  general 
mnrmur  among  the  prisoners,  bat  (his  ioformant 
did  not  observe  them  proceed  to  any  acts  of  vio* 
lence  before  he  came  away ;  thai,  after  he  came 
away,  and  in  goinjr  to  his  own  noaae,  and  from 
thence  to  the  nospnal,  he  heard  the  discharge  of 
musketry ;  and  this  informant's  attention  was  not 
attracted  to  it  above  two  or  three  minutes,  bnt 
whether  it  continued  beyond  that  time  he  can* 
not  say. 

OEORGB  MAGRATH. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Joseph  Whitepord,  Coroner, 

John.  Odfonsa,  a  eitiaen  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  on  his  oath,  satth :  That  he  has  been 
at  the  prison  of  war  at  Dartmoor  ever  since  the 
99th  day  of  September  last :  that,  on  Thursday 
last,  the  dth  day  of  April  instant,  a  linle  afVer 
six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  he  was  at  the  store  in 
market  square,  standing  by  the  door,  and  the 
wagon  wuh  the  bread  m  the  prisoners  was  partly 
ttoladen,  when  this  informant  heard  some  person 
lalkuig  hMid  at  the  gate  at  the  upper  end,  and 
went  aroottd  the  wagon  to  see  who  it  was,  and 
saw  Captain  Shortland  advancing  into  the  yard, 
and  he  was  giving  hia  orders  to  the  turnkeys  at 
the  lodge  in  a  loud  voice;  and  Riehatd  Arnold 
spoke  to  him,  and>  told  him  something  about  the 
wall,  when  Captain  Shortland  said,  ^Dama  you, 
why  did  not  you  tell  me  about  it  before  ?  ring  the 
belt ;  call  the  guards  out :"  that  the  guard  imme- 
diaiely  followed  Captain  Shortland  into  the  yard, 
when  he  ordered  them  to  form  across  the  yard, 
about  two*thirds  of  the  way  down ;  that  there 
were  not  soldiers  enough  to  stretch  across  the 
yard,  and  thev  formed  with  their  right  on  the 
southern  wall,  leaving somedistance  between  their 
left  and  the  northern  wall:  that  Captain  Shortland 
Used  some  harsh  expressions  to  the  guard|and  bade 
them  form  on  the  northern  wall,  for  that  was  the 
place  where  the  prisoners  were  coming;  and  just 
as  Captain  Shortland  gave  the'  orders,  this  inform- 
ant saw  the  prisoneis  foree  the  gate  No.  1,  which 


admins  the  hospital  wall;  and  before  this  tt 
this  informant  nad  not  seen  a  single  prisoBifr  m 
the  nMrket  square,  except  those  who  were  em- 
ployed with  him :  that  tbet e  could  not  hav«  beaa 
a  body  of  men  in  the  sqmure  without  the  iaform- 
ant's  seeing'  them,  as  at  this  time  he  waK  cm  ttm 
steps,  at  the  store,  which  is  about  ten  feet  hi^b^ 
and  commands  a  complete  view  of  the  squaec  i 
that,  alter  the  prisoners  had  advanced  to  the  die* 
tance  of  between  tweaty*five  and  thirty  fee% 
Captain  Shortland  then  ordered  the  men  to  charge 
upon  them,  and  the  soldieis  charged  upon  tlse 
prisoners,  when  they  retreated  isto  the  yard,  leaV' 
ing  one  man  behind,  who  appeared  to  thisinlorm- 
ant  to  hare  fallen  dowa^aad  a  soldier  was  standi 
ing  over  him  with  a  bayonet^  threateoing^  to  stab 
hiih  if  he  did  not  get  op;  and  tbe  num  on  tlae 
ground  appeared  to  be  drank,  bat  this  inibnasat 
could  not  hear  what  he  said ;  that,  after  the  pris- 
oners had  retreated  within  the  prison,  this  ialbrm- 
ant  saw  an  officer  put  his  hand  to  the  gale  which 
opened  against  tbe  hospital  wall,  as  this  inform- 
ant thought  to  shut  the  gate  ;  but  insteacf  of  shut- 
ting it  he  retreated  to  the  soldiers,  at  a  Uttle  dis- 
tance from  the  gate,  when  he  heard  an  order 
?|iven  to  fire  by  Captain  Shortland,  as  the  in- 
ormant  supposed,  for  be  was  looking  dtrectiv  at 
him ;  that  the  order  was  not  iastanuy  complied 
with  as  soon  as  a  musket  mighthave  been  fired ;  but 
in  a  few  seconds  a  musket  was  fired  by  a  person  at 
the  right  of  Captain  Shortland,  a  few  paces  in 
advance  of  the  others,  and  immediately  af^er  two 
muskets  were  fired  to  the  left  of  Captain  Short- 
land,  by  the  hospital  wall,  after  that  there  was  a 
general  discharge;  and  immediately  after  the 
general  discharge  a  party  of  soldi€T9  matched  to 
No.  1  yard,  through  the  gat^  and  fired  a  woliey, 
and  then  wheeled  about  and  ntunnd  into  the 
square;  and  after  the  soldiers  had  returned  into  the 
square,  and  formed  into  a  line,  the  "Meer  ordhsred 
them  to  fire,  and  immediat«y  the  whole  line 
across  the  square  iured  into  the  yard ;  after  which 
the  line  broke  up  and  adranced  into  the  yard, 
and  this  informant  could  not  see  any  further,  bat 
he  heard  the  report  of  guns  la  the  yard ;  that, 
soon  afker,  this  informant  saw  a  prtsotter  coming 
out  of  the  yard,  bringing  a  prisoner  on  bis  bael^ 
and  a  corporal  or  sergeant  spoke  to  the  aoan, 
abased  him,  called  him  a  co waM^  and  said,  ^  this 
comes  of  your  keeno :"  that  this  informant  spoke 
to  the  sergeant  or  corporal,  and  abused  him  for 
ha? ing  spoken  so  to  the  wounded  aaan ;  but  by 
the  adrice  of  Mr.  John  Arnold  he  want  into  the 
store,  and  remained  there  all  night:  that,ahotit 
forty  minutes,  or  forty-five,  before  be  saw  Cap- 
tain  ShortiancI,  he  was  in  No.  7  prison  yard,  and 
he  did  not  perceive  there  was  aay thing  the  Boat- 
ter ;  there  was  a  great  crowd  ronad  the  gambling 
tables,  as  usual,  but  he  was  not  near  the  place 
where  this  informant  has  seen  the  holes  mended 
in  the  wall :  that  he  saw  a  small  hole  in  the  wall 
the  day  before,  about  six  or«seven  inches  in  depths 
and,  on  inquiring  what  it  was  done  for,  some 
person  said  it  was  done  to  make  quoiu  with : 
that  this  informaat  never  heard  that  the  hole 
was  made  for  boys  to  go  out  and  fetch 
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balls.  And  this  infoniMUit  further  Hritb  that  he 
did  not  see  Dr.  Magrath  in  the  nqaare  addressiDg 
the  imsonen,  nor  did  he  see  him  either  go  in 
or  oat. 

JOHN  ODIORNB. 
Sworn,  before  me, 

Joa.  WfliTBroRo,  Cotomr, 

Addimm  AAoiet,  a  citizen  of  the  United  State* 
of  Ameriea,  on  his  oath,  «aith :  That  on  Thars- 
day,  the  6th  day  of  this  present  month  of  April, 
betireen  the  hours  of  five  attd  six  o'doek  in  the 
etrenijig,  be  was  at  the  lower  part  of  the  yard  of 
tiM  prison  No.  3,  and,  understanding  that  a  hole 
had  been  broken  through  the  wall  m  the  prison 
No.  7,  by  the  bojFs,  to  get  at  their  balls,  he  was 

Soing^  to  see  it ;  and  hearing  the  alerm-bell  rung, 
e  went  into  the  market  square,  haTing  found 
the  gacfr  opeo)  and  there'  were  about  a  dozen 
prisoners  in  the  square^  and  a  great  many  more 
wllowed  after  him ;  he  was  going  up  to  see  what 
the  atarm-beil  was  rung  for,  when  he  saw  the 
troops  entering  the  outer  gate  of  the  square,  and 
Captahi  Shortland  was  witb  them:  that,  as  the 
ttoops  came  through  the  gate,  they  were  paraded 
across  the  square^  and  this  informant  saw  Dr. 
Mwcaih  at  the  left  of  the  troops,  tslking  to  about 
a  ftezen  of  the  prisoners,  advising  theai  to  go 
down  to  the  prison  quietly;  and  some  of  them 
turned  aad  went  towards  the  gate,  hot  others 
were  talking  with  him  still :  that  at  this  time 
there  was  a  considerable  body  of  prisoners  in  the 
rear :  that  Captain -Shortland  was  in  front  of  the 
troqw,  and  about  the  middle  of  them,  speaking 
to  one  man,  who  wanted  to  say  something  to 
kin;  but  it  appeared  that  the  captain  would 
have  no  coarversation  with  him,  and  poshed  him 
from  him  tidoe,  when  the  man  turned  about  and 
WAS  going  down  slowly :  that  the  captain  then 
turned  round  and  Ordered  the  troops  to  charge 
their  bayonets,  twice;  but  they  did  not  do  so 
until  they  were  ordered  by  one  of  their  own  offi- 
cers^ and  then  the  troops  charged  their  bayonets 
and  the  prisoners  were  fbreed  on  before  them, 
and  Dr.  Magrath,  being  in  front,  stepped  in  be- 
tween two  bajToneis,  and  got  to  the  rear :  that 
^is  informant  stepped  aside,  and  got  between 
two  sentry  boxes,  and  the  troops  passed  him; 
and  bv  this  time  the  prisoners  were  forced  to  the 
gate^  had  got  inside  the  prison,  and  shut  the  gate 
after  them;  but  Captain  Shortland,  who  was  in 
front  of  the  troops,  shoved  the  gate  open,  and 
this  rnfermant,  thinking  it  was.  a  good  opportu- 
nity for  him  to  get  in,  poshed  on  between  two 
men,  and  then  saw  that  Captain  Shortland  had 
hold  of  a  musket,  and  immediately  that  musket 
was  discharged ;  but  whether  Captain  Shortland 
pulled  the  trigger  or  not,  this  informant  does  not 
fcnow;  and  immediatelv  after,  there  was  firing  at 
the  left :  that  Captain  Shortlsnd  bad  ordered  the 
troops  to  fire  before  he  took  hold  of  the  musket, 
but  ne  was  not  obeyed,  and  then  took  hold  of  the 
musket,  and  he  believes  the  soldier  had  hold  of 
it  at  the  same  time :  that  just  after  the  firing  at 
the  left,  as  he  (this  informant)  was  passing  be- 
tween two  men,  one  of  whom  had  discharged  his 


musket^  this  man  was  hauling  his  musket  baek 
to  stab  this  informant,  and  before  he  drew  it  past 
this  infbrBnuit,  he  (this  infomrant)  unshipped  the 
bayonet  and  threw  it  on  the  ground,  and  then 
pushed  ofi"  the  bayonet  on  the  left  with  his  arm, 
and  |fot  in  round  the  gate^  wbeA  the  soldiers  im- 
mediately fired  another  round,  and  he  saw  a  auui 
fall :  that  this  informant  stopoed  a  few  minutes, 
and  the  soldiers  fired  several  rounds,  and  ^ts 
informant  went  round  the  prison  No.  1,  to  the 
prison  No.  3,  and  the  soldiers  were  firing  from 
the  walls  up  the  prison :  that  this  informant  get 
into  the  prison  No.  3,  when  two  rounds  were 
fired  into  the  prison  door,  whieh  kilted  one  inan 
and  wounded  anothef ;  but  who  it  was  that  was 
killed  he  does  not  know :  that  direetly  after  this 
the  prison  doors  were  shot,  and  he  heard  no  more 
of  it:  that  he  eannot  say  what  was  doing  in  the 
yard  of  prison  No.  7,  as  he  was  not  there ;  but  the 
prisoners  in  Che  yard  of  prison  No.  3  were  walk- 
ing the  yard  quietly,  it  being  just  before  the  time 
of  turning  in  when  he  heard  the  alarm *bell. 

ADDISON  HOLMES. 
Sworn  before  me, 

Joe.  Whit£pobd,  Cbroner. 

Ji^m^Arfkoidf  steward  of  the  prisoners  in  health 
at  the  prison  of  war  at  Dartmoor,  on  bis  oath, 
saith:  That  on  Thursday,  the  6th  day  of  April 
instant,  about  seven  o'cloek  in  the  evening,  he 
was  at  the  door  of  the  contractor's  store  in  the 
market  square,  receiving  bread  from  a  wagon  into 
the  store,  and  John  Odiorne,  an  American  pris- 
oner, was  with  him,  when  sudden,! y  he  heard  a 
great  noise  at  the  bottom  of  the  square,  and  some 
persons  were  saying  that  the  prisoners  were  pull- 
ing down  the  burrack  waU,  and  the  soldiers  were 
running  through  the  military  way,  as  this  in- 
formant supposed,  to  get  their  arms ;  and  almost 
imraediately  after  the  alarm-bell  was  rung,  and 
the  drums  beat  tO'  arms^  and  the  horns  sounded  ; 
that,  soon  after,  this  informant  saw  a  great  body 
.of  prisoners  between  the  railing  and  the  market 
square,  and  seme  prisoners  were  in  the  market 
square;  that  just*  about  this  time,  he  (this  in- 
formaat)  saw  Dr.  Magrath  and  Mr.  McFarlaaOi 
the  surgeons,  go  down  the  market  square,  and, 
just  after,  Captaia  Shortland  also  carme  into  the 
market  square,  and  the  soldiers  marched  in  with 
their  officers;  that  this  informant  ordered  the 
wsgon  away,  not  thinking  it  safe  to  let  it  re- 
mam,  as  the  prisoners  were  at  thietlme  very  ri- 
otous; and  just  as  this  informant  had  ordered  the 
wsgon  away,  the  prisoners  burst  open  the  gate 
next  the  hospital  and  rnshed  in  the  market  square, 
in  a  verf  large  body,  and  at  this  time  the  outer 
gates  were  tilt  open  to  permit  the  wagon  to  pass; 
and  this  informant  believed,  at  the  time,  that  the 
prisoners,  taking  advantage  of  the  circumstance, 
were  endeavoring  to  e£fect  their  escape ;  that  the 
soldiers  were  formed  across  the  square,  and  the 
prisoners  bad  advanced  in  a  body,  in  a  riotous 
manner,  calling  out  "keeno,"  close  to  the  soldiers, 
within  musket  length,  or  thereabout,  when  the 
soldiers  immediately  charged  upon  the  prisoners, 
but  this  informant  did  Hot  hear  any  order  to 
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ehaii^e  given,*  sod  this  informftDt  thinks  that, 
from  the  noise  made  by  the  prisoners,  it  was  im- 
possible to  hear  any  word  of  command ;  that  the 
soldiers  drove  the  prisoners  at  the  point  of  their 
bayonets  within  the  gates  of  the  prison,  where- 
upon  the  prisoners  toroed  their  faces  towards  the 
soldiers,  still  continuing  assembled  together  in  a 
large  body,  and  began  to  throw  stones  at  the  sol- 
diers, and;  from  t^e  appearance  of  the  size  of  the 
stones,  he  (this  informant)  has  no  donbt  hot  that 
some  of  them  were  five  or  six  pounds  in  weight ; 
that  the  prisoners  threw  a  great  number  of  stones, 
and  continued  doing  so  for  about  two  minutes, 
when  this  informant  saw  one  of  the  muskets  from 
the  soldiers  dist^harged  towards  the  prison  yard, 
and  within  a  minute  afterwards  he  saw  the  whole 
ptrty  fire  their  muskets,  and  it  appeared  to  this 
informant  that  the  muskets  were  elevated  above 
the  prisoners;  that  there  was  a  large  body  of  the 
prisoners  assembled  in  the  three  yards  in  front  of 
the  gate,  and  stones  were  throwing  in  all  di- 
rections towards  the  military,  when  this  inform- 
ant saw  the  soldiers  fire  their  muvkets  towards 
the  prisoners,  and,  about  this  time,  he  saw  Dr. 
Magrath  and  Mr.  McFarlane  run  up  the  market 
square,  and  soon  after  he  saw  a  man  brought  up 
wounded ;  that  this  informant  was  standing  on 
the  steps  of  the  store  ail  the  time  before  alluded 
to,  and  could  distinctly  see  what  was  pafsing,  ex- 
cept when  the  soldiers  were  involved  in  the 
smoke  j  that  Odiorne  and  six  or  seven  American 
prisoners  were  standing  on  the  steps  of  the  store, 
and  they  all  saw  the  prisoners  throwing  stones  at 
the  soldiers;  and  this  informant  remarked  to 
themi  that,  if  the  prisoners  continued  to  assault 
the  soldiers  so,  some  of  them  would  be  shot;  that 
this  informant  never  heard  Captain  Shortiand 
give  any  directions  to  the  soldiers  to  fire,  and  he 
was  so  near  to  Odiorne  that  if  orders  had  been 
given  which  he  might  have  heard,  he  (this  in- 
formant) must  have  heard  also,  as  he  has  as 
?[uick  an  ear  as  most  people ;  ano  this  informant 
urther  saith,  that  the  firing  was  verv  irregular, 
and  it  did  not  seem  like  firing  in  obedience  to 
orders;  and  this  informant  further  saith,  that  it 
appeared  to  him  the  soldiers  were  in  danger  from 
the  stones  thrown  at  them  by  the  prisoners. 

JOHN  ARNOLD. 

8wom  before  me, 

Jos.  WaiTBroRD,  Coroner, 

WHUam  Giffordf  a  private  soldier  in  His  Ma« 
jesty's  first  regiment  of  Somerset  militis,  on  his 
oath,  saith:  That  on  Thursday,  the  6th  day  of 
this  present  month  of  April,  about  half-past  six 
o'clock  in  the  eveninff,  he  (this  informant)  was 
posted  as  sentinel  in  uke  marketplace,  at  the  gate 
adjoining  the  hospital  wall;  that  about  half  an 
hour  after  this  informant  had  been  posted,  he 
heard  the  prisoners  huzzaing  in  the  yard  of 
prison  No.  7,  and  soon  after  the  west  guard,  to 
which  this  informant  belonged,  was  called  for ; 
that  this  informant  then  saw  a  prisoner  come 
from  No.  7  yard,  with  an  iron  iMir  in  his  hand, 
and  a  great  number  of  prisoners  were  following 
himi  and  the  prisoner  who  had  the  bar  broke  the 


lock  of  the  gate,  where  thb  informant  was  senii- 
nd,  with  it,  and  the  prisoners  rushed  out  as  fast 
as  they  could  come,  crying  out  "  keeno  f*  where- 
upon the  alarm-bell  was  rung,  and  part  of  the 
north  guard  came  into  the  market  square,  and 
Captain  Shortiand  was  with  them ;  that  the  sol- 
diers formed  on  the  left  side,  where  the  crowd  of 
prisoners  was  forcing  up,  there  not  being  enough 
to  form  across  the  yard ;  that  Captain  Shortiand 
spoke  to  the  prisoners  and  ordered  them  back, 
but  they  did  not  so,  and  at  this  time  they  were 
so  close  to  the  military  that  they  could  be  tooched 
by  the  bayonet;  that  Captain  Shortiand  ordered 
the  soldiers  to  charge,  which  they  did,  and  forced 
the  prisoners  almost  to  the  prison  gate,  bat  they 
would  not  go  into  the  prison  yard,  and  stood  fine 
at  the  gate;  that  the  prisoners  then  began  to 
throw  stones  at  the  soldiers,  and  this  informant 
saw  several  of  the  men's  caps  knocked  off  with 
the  stones ;  that  the  prisoners  were  very  riotous, 
huzzaing  and  throwing  a  great  number  of  stones 
or  bricks  at  the  soldiers,  when  this  infbrmaac 
heard  the  word  **fire"  given  by  some  person,  hot 
whom  he  does  not  know;  that  this  informant 
immediately  heard  a  discharge  of  musketry,  and 
saw  that  the  muskets  were  presented  in  the  air ; 
that  the  prisoners  still  continued  hnzsaiogand 
throwing  stones  at  the  military,  when  the  soldiers 
began  to  fire  towards  the  prisoners,  and  thu  in- 
formant afterwards  saw  two  men,  like  nrisoaers, 
lying  in  the  market  place  apparently  dead,  one 
on  the  right  side  of  the  guard,  and  the  other  on 
the  left ;  that  the  soldiers  then  went  into  the  dif- 
ferent prison  yards  to  turn  the  prisoners  i0|  and 
this  informant  heard  some  firing  in  the  yards; 
that  Major  JoUiff  had  the  command  of  the  first 
Somerset  regiment  of  militia,  but  he  was  not 
present  when  the  first  firing  commenced;  and 
this  informant  further  Mih,  that  the  stones 
thrown  at  the  soldieis  were  large  enough  to  have 
killed  some  of  then,  and  the  stones  were  thrown 
so  thick  that  it  appeared  to  this  informant  tho 
soldiers  were  in  great  danger ;  that  this  informant 
did  not  discharge  his  musket  at  all ;  that  this  in- 
formant was  near  to  Captain  Shortiand  when  the 
prisoners  were  forced  to  the  prison  gate,  and  he 
never  saw  Captain  Shortiand  with  a  moskei  in 
his  haod^  or  attempt  to  take  a  musket ;  if  he  had, 
he  (this  informant)  thinks  that  it  was  impossible 
for  him  not  to  have  seen  it ;  that  he  never  heard 
Captain  Shortiand  give  any  orders  to  fire,  and 
this  informant  was  so  near  to  him  that  he  Uiinks 
he  must  have  heard  him  if  he  had  given  any 
such  orders ;  that  whilst  the  prisoners  were  huz- 
zaing, many  continued  calling  out "  murder  the 
rascaif,"  by  which  this  informant  understood  they 
meant  Captain  Shortiand — and  this  was  before 
any  firing  took  place ;  and  this  informant  farther 
saith,  that  he  did  not  hear  or  see  a  musket  dis- 
charged on  the  evening  of  the  6th  day  of  April 
instant  before  the  prisoners  began  to  throw 
stones. 

WM.  GIFFORD,  hii  X  mark. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Jo6.  WbitsfobPi  Conmiar. 
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Jamm  OrowcM^  •  prmte  soMier  in  the  first  re- 
(ament  of  Somerset  militia,  on  his  oath,  saith : 
That  he  was  placed  as  sentinel  in  the  barrack 
yard,  at  Dartmoor  prison,  on  the  6th  day  of  April 
instant,  and  was  relieyed  by  Thomas  Edwards 
at  half-nast  six  o'clock  in  theerening;  thataboat 
five  o'clock  in  the  evening  a  ball  was  thrown 
over  the  wall  cbse  bj  the  old  cook  room,  which 
is  now  the  armorer's  shop,  and  the  armorer  was 
there  at  the  door  at  the  time,  and  he  caught  up 
the  ball  and  threw  it  over  the  wall  into  the  prison 
again;  that  this  informant  saw  no  other  ball 
whilst  he  was  on  sentry,  and  no  person  whatever 
called  to  this  informant  to  throw  over  any  ball; 
that  just  at  the  time  the  armorer  was  about  to 
throw  the  ball  over,  some  person  from  the  prison 
called  out  *'  throw  the  ball  over,"  but  after  the 
ball  was  thrown  over,  this  informant  heard  no 
further  call ;  that  whilst  this  informant  remained 
on  sentry,  he  did  not  hear  any  attack  upon  the 
wall,  and  saw  no  breach  whatever  therein. 

JAMES  GROVES,  hi^  X  mark. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Jos.  Wbitepord,  Cdroner, 

David  Spencer  Warren^  a  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  on  his  oath,  saith :  That 
on  Thursday  last,  the  6th  day  of  April  instant,  in 
the  evening,  about  half  an  hour  before  the  usual 
time  of  turning  in  the  prisoners,  be  heard  the 
alarm-bell,  and  went  up  to  the  gate  of  the  yard  of 
the  prison  No.  1,  and  when  he  arrived  there  he 
saw  a  number  of  prisoners  in  the  market  square, 
and  a  number  of  soldiers  were  in  the  square,  and 
Captain  Shortland  was  at  the  head  of  one  party 
of  them,  and  he  was  forming  a  line  across  the 
yard,  which  after  he  had  done,  he  told  them  to 
charge ;  that  the  soldiers  did  charj^e  on  the  pris- 
oners, who  ran  back  into  the  prison  yard;  and 
Captain  Sbortland  and  the  soldiers  followed  them 
to  the  gate,  and  as  the  prisoners  got  inside  the 

Site  they  flung  one  of  them  to;  that  Captain 
hortland  ordered  one  of  the  soldiers  to  fire,  and 
immediately  there  was  a  soldier  with  bis  musket 
turned  to  the  right,  and  Captain  Shortland  caught 
hold  of  the  musket  and  pointed  it  towards  a  man 
that  stood  by  the  gate,  and  said  ^  Gtod  damn  you, 
fire;"  that  directly  after  this  a  fire  of  musketry 
became  i^eneral ;  that  this  informant  went  througn 
No.  1  prison  and  into  No.  3,  and  wca  in  prison 
No.  3  when  the  soldiers  fired  into  the  prison  No. 
3:  and  there  was  a  man  called  Smith)  a  shipmate 
of  this  informant,  wounded,  and  he  also  saw  a 
man  fhll  on  the  inside  of  the  prison,  hot  whether 
he  was  killed  or  wovnded  this  informant  cannot 
say ;  that  this  informant  did  not  see  any  of  the 
officers  with  the  soldiers  when  Captain  Short- 
land  gave  the  order  to  fire ;  that  after  the  firing 
began  he  saw  some  stones,  he  believes  two  or 
three,  thrown  by  the  prisoners  over  the  wall  into 
the  square — he  saw  one  of  them  about  as  big  as 
his  fist ;  that  this  informane  did  not  observe  whe- 
ther the  muskets  were  elevated  at  the  first  firing, 
but  he  did  not  see  any  man  fall,  and  therdbre  he 
remarked  to  some  of  the  prisoners  that  he  thought 
14tb  Com.  1st  Ssas.— 49 


they  were  blank  cartridges ;  that  this  informant 
was  not  in  the  yard  of  No.  7. 

DAVID  S.  WARREN. 
Sworn  before^  me. 

Jos.  Whiteforo,  Coroner, 

Jamea  Chreentaw^h  citizen  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  on  his  oath,  saith :  That  on  Thurs- 
day^  the  6th  day  of  April  instant,  he  was  in  No. 
3  yard,  near  the  door  of  the  prison,  when  he 
heard  the  alarm  bell  ring ;  that  he  went  from 
thence  towards  the  railing,  at  the  entrance  into 
the  market  square,  and  saw  some  prisoners  in  the 
market  square,  and  at  the  same  time  he  saw  the 
troops  coming  through  the  market  gate,  with 
Captain  Shortland  at  their  head,  and  saw  him 
form  the  men  in  one  line  extending  across  the 
square,  and  he  then  ordered  them  to  charge; 
whereupon  the  prisoners  retreated  into  theprison 
vard,  when  this  informant  heard  Captain  Short- 
land  give  orders  for  the  soldiers  to  nre  upon  the 
Srisoners ;  and  thereupon  this  informant  ran  into 
lo.  4  yard  for  shelter,  and  as  this  informant 
turned  to  go  back  again  he  saw  two  black  men, 
whom  he  did  not  know,  fall ;  that  as  soon  as  this 
informant  thought  the  firing  had  ceased,  he  ran 
up  towards  the  grating  to  sneak  to  Captain  Short- 
land^  and  asked  if  he  would  allow  him  to  speak 
to  him,  when  Captain  Shortland  said  ^'  No.  you 
damned  rascal !"  whereupon  two  soldier  officers 
put  their  swords  through  the  iron  railing  towards 
this  informant,  and  one  soldier  pricked  him  with 
his  bayonet ;  that  this  informant  then  retreated 
into  No.  3  yard,  and  he  then  heard  two  distinct 
volleys,  and  the  soldiers  shortly  afterwards  came 
into  rfo.  3  yard,  when  he  retreated  into  No.  3 
prison,  and  sat  down  inside  to  assist  in  dressing  a 
wounded  man,  and  a  moment  after  this  he  heard 
two  distinct  volleys  fired  into  the  prison,  which 
killed  one  man  and  severely  wounded  another; 
that  this  informant  did  not  see  any  stones  thrown 
from  the  prison  into  the  square  until  the  firing 
had  commenced,  and  then  he  saw  two  stones 
thrown  over  the  wall  from  No.  4  prison ;  that 
this  informant  was  not  in  No.  7  prison  yard.  ' 

JAMES  GREENLAW. 
Sworn  before  me, 

Jos.  Wbiteford,  Coroner. 

T%otna»  Burgeeo  NbU^  a  eitiaen  of  the  United 
Statee  of  America,  on  hia  oath,  saith :  That  on 
the  6th  day  of  April  inataai,  this  informant  waa 
in  prison  No.  5.  whan  some  persons  cane  to  him, 
as  being  one  or  the  committee  for  the  priaooersy 
and,  in  consequence  of  the  information  they  gave, 
he  procured  some  assistance,  and  was  gowg  out 
of  the  door  of  the  prison  to  go  towards  a  wall 
which'  he  understood  some  men  and  boya  were 
breaking,  to  prevent  it ;  and  just  as  he  came  to 
the  door  of  the  prison  he  heard  a  fire  of  maske^ 
try,  as  from  the  gateway  of  the  market  square, 
and  met  a  crowd  of  prisoners  retiring  to  their 
prisons,  apparently  in  great  confusion;  when 
most  or  the  people  had  passed,  he  met  a  man  be- 
tween No.  5  and  No.  6  prisons,  who  was  wounded 
and  bleeding  very  much,  and  the  man  leaned  on 
this  inforniant,  and  he  was  proceeding  towarda 
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tlief^tewRy  to  uike  bim  to  the  MMweoB,  bot  the 
fire  of  musketry  and  baUft  came  so  taiok  that  ke 
stepped  forwara  a  step  or  two  to  request  permis- 
sion to  take  the  wounded  man  away,  bat  be  be- 
lieves he  was  not  beaid ;  that  he  then  to? ned  to 
the  back  of  No.  5  cook  house,  put  of  the  way  of 
the  fire,  where  several  others  were  standing,  and 
they  had  not  opened  a  fire  from  the  ramparts  of 
the  lower  wall  which  commanded  the  lower  door 
of  No.  5  prison ;  but  as  this  informant  and  the 
others  turned  from  the  place  to  go  into  the  prison,' 
a  fire  of  musketry  was  discharged  towards  the 
only  door  which  was  open  of  No.  5  prison,  and 
shortly  after  this  informant  saw  two  men  in 
the  prison  dead,  but  he  does  not  know  their 
names  himself,  or  where  they  were  killed,  and  he 
saw  also  several  others  wounded. 

THOS.  B.  MOTT. 

S  voro  before  me, 

Jos.  WHiTVFOfto,  Coroner, 

Enoch  Bumham^  a  citizen  of  the  United  States* 
on  his  oath,  saith :  That  on  Thursday,  the  6th 
day  of  April  instant,  about  half-past  six  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  he  went  to  the  railing  of  the 
market  place,  and  remained  there  about  half  an 
hour,  when  he  saw  a  crowd  of  the  prisoners 
makitog  a  noise,  but  the  principal  part  of  them 
were  youngsters,  full  of  mischief,  and  they  came, 
sonie  of  them,  between  the  two  railings,  and  he 
saw  seven  or  eight  go  into  the  market  square, 
but  there  was  no  great  body  there;  that  at  this 
time  he  saw  some  soldiers  come  down  the  square, 
and  Captain  Shortland  with  them,  and  the  sol* 
diers  charged  upon  the  prisoners,  who  retreated 
into  No.  1  prison  yard,  without  making  any 
teststance ;  that  this  iniormant  remained  at  the 

Site  when  the  military  began  to  fire,  and  at 
is  time  there  wa?  no  crowd  of  prisoners  with- 
in the  gate — there  might  have  been  forty  or  fifty 
men  J  that  when  the  firing  commenced  he  re- 
treated into  the  prison  yard,  and  lay  down  by  the 
wall,  and  the  prisoners  who  were  about  the  gate 
aisp  retreated;  that  this  informant  lay  by  the 
wall  about  five  or  seven  minutes,  when  this  in- 
formant went  up  by  the  barrack  wall,  towards 
where  there  was  a  hole,  and  the  soldiers  then 
began  to  fire  from  the  ramparts  of  the  south 
WW,  whtD  he  want  to  No.  7  prison,  aod  got  as 
far  as  the  stepa,  when  a  heavy  firing  again  eontk- 
meoced  fron  the  wall,  and  this  informant  lay 
down,  to  save  hie  life,  for  about  four  or  five  min- 
ulCB,  aad  then  got  into  the  prison,  and  was  going 
through  to  ffo  to  his  own  prison,  and  had  got  to 
the  8l^M>  when  the  firing  conmanced  from  the 

Elatform  next  to  the  south  corner;  whereupon 
a  retreated  into  No.  7  again,  and  went  into  the 
Borth  end,  aad  saw  one  prisoner  in  the  yard  who 
appeared  to  be  wounded,  and  he  ran  back  against 
the  wall,  aod  he  saw  several  soldiers  raise  their 
muskets  and  fire  at  him,  and  he  fell  immediately, 
hut  this  inforniant  does  not  know  who  the  maa 
was ;  that  this  informant  saw  the  wounded  man 
lift  up  his  hands  towards  the  soldiers  beforethey 
fired}  that  this  informant  did  not  see  any  stones 
thrown,  but  he  heard  soam  of  the  youngsters 


speak  about  throwkig  stones  $  that  lia  did  aet 
hear  the  word  to  fire  given,  and  ha  was  oear  the 
mtings;  when  the  mililanf  first  began  to  kn 
they  were  at  some  distanee  mm  the  gractogsi. 

BNOOH  BURNflAM. 
Sworn  before  me, 

Jon.  W«TBnoM^  OsMmer. 

Robert  Hdmden^  first  clerk  to  Captain  Short- 
land  at  the  prison  of  war  at  Dartmoor,  oa  his 
oath,  saith :  That  on  Thursday,  the  6th  day  of 
April  instant,  Richard  Arnold,  the  turnkey,  re- 
ported to  this  informant  that  the  prisoners  bad 
got  over  the  iron  railing,  near  the  south  guard  ; 
whereupon  he  (this  informant)  went  to  an  officer 
on  the  ramparts,  and  from  him  understood  that  a 
guard  was  going  in  to  turn  them  out,  and,  on  re- 
turning to  the  eatraoce  gate,  he  met  the  gnaid 
going  down ;  that  there  was  alsp  a  rumor  qiat  a 
bole  nad  been  broken  in  the  hospital  wall ;  where- 
upon be  went  and  reported  it  to  Captain  Short- 
land,  who  came  out  of  the  house,  and  went  with 
this  informant  to  the  entrance  gate,  when  thef 
understood  the  hole  was  in  the  barrack  wall,  and 
Captain  Shortland^  with  Serjeant  Manning  and 
some  soldiers,  went  to  the  barrack  yard,  and 
found  that  a  hole  large  eopufh  for  a  person  to 
creep  through  had  been  made;  that  Captain 
Shortland  cautioned  some  prisoners  who  were 
looking  through  the  aperture  in  the  wall,  and 
recommended  them  to  retire,  but  they  remained 
there ;  and  a  enard  was  left  at  the  breach,  and 
Captain  Shortland  and  this  informant  returned 
to  the  entrance  gate,  and  had  not  been  there  long 
when  it  was  reported  to  Captain  Shortland  that 
the  prisoners  had  forced  one  of  the  lower  iron 
gates ;  whereupon  Captain  Shortland  ordered  the 
alarm-bell  to  be  rung;  and  as  soon  as  the  guards 
could  be  collected,  he  went  with  them  into  the 
market  square ;  and  at  this  time  he  (this  inforoL- 
ant)  saw  a  great  number  of  prisoners  coming  up 
the  north  side  of  the  yard  in  a  riotous  and  dis- 
orderly ^tate ;  that  after  a  short  time  had  elapsed^ 
he  (this  informant)  heard  one  shot  fired,  which 
was  followed  by  several  others ;  that  he  did  not 
go  down  among  the  prisoners,  or  see  what  took 
place  there. 

ROBERT  HOLMDEN. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Jos.  WniTeFOBD,  Qfroner. 

Homer  Odl,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  on  hie  oatii,  saith :  That  ha  is  in  the 
priaon  No.  3;  that  on  the  6th  day  of  Aprii  in- 
stant, he  (this  informant)  was  andking  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  prison  yard  No.  7,  about  six 
o'elock  in  the  evening,  wiwn,  in  eense^oenoe  of 
a  report  he  heard  ia  the  prison,  he  observed  some 
drauken  men  bpeakiag  down  the  wall  which  sep^ 
arates  the  barrack  yard  fi>om  No.  7  yard }  aad 
one  of  the  soldiers  called  from  the  wall  at  the 
corner  of  the  barrack  yard,  and  said,  ^  Oo  in, 
men ;  they  are  going  to  charge  upon  you."  That 
this  informant  went  away  towards  the  prison  No, 
3,  and  had  to  go  out  of  No.  7  yard,  near  the  mar- 
ket square,  when  he  saw  some  drunken  men, 
about  half  a  dozen  in  nookher,  at  the  gate  ieading 
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iB«o  the  oftrkit  ^^mk,  Mienptiof  m  forct  it; 
o»e  of  then  ha4  a  souiU  boo  bole  io  kit  kaoH, 
m4  tb«y  9iiooeed«d  io  geltifi|r  the  gate  opes  $  tbat 
Ibe  ffiee  wbo  forced  the  gate  went  a  lew  yai<4« 
ini0  tlie  aqvere  More  any  folioved  hioi,  and 
Hmpa  aome  etbera  went  in ;  that  j«flf  at  the  tiiae 
Ike  gate  wae  forced  opciiv  he  mw  seaie  soldiers 
eei»e  into  ifaie  ntrkei  eqoaie  at  the  upper  {[ate, 
and  Captain  Sborilaod  was  witk  then;  and  at 
this  time  ibis  ioformant  thinks  there  were  aboat 
eut^y  meo  in  the  aquaf  e;  thet  the  aeldiere  marched 
abeut  two-ihirds  of  the  way  down,  wken  Capp 
m^  Sbortland  gave  the  soldiers  orders  to  charge, 
9»4  the  eoldtess  Accordingly  ohargad,  when  the 
prieoners  leirealed  into  the  prisons,  and  one  of 
tkem  shot  to  the  gates;  aad  the  soidieis  ntacched 
down  e  little  farther,  when  Captain  fifaortland 
ordered  them  to  fire;  that  this  inlbrflaaot  went  to 
kieown  prison,  and  tried  to  get  in,  bet  the  crowd 
Wtts  so  great  that  he  could  not  succeed ;  that  he 
tried  ai  other  orisons,  but  could  not  get  in,  and 
tttfrv  euccecw;*  that  the  alarai  bell  had  aot 
been  rung  when  the  acddier  first  ordered  them  to 
go  into  their  prisons ;  that  this  informant  heard 
tke  al|tfai*beii  ring  just  efter  the  man  ordered 
theoi  to  gp  into  tkeir  prisons ;  that  he  did  not  see 
moy  stones  thrown  before  the  musketry  began  to 
be  discharged,  but  afterwards  he  saw  a  stone 
thrown  from  the  prison  yard  towards  the  square. 

HOM£R  HULL. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Jos.  Whitcf ORo,  Coroner. 

Moberi  McFarUmt^  aasieuut  surgeon  at  the 
prisoa  of  war  at  DartaM»or,  on  his  oath,  saitk : 
That  on  Thursday,  the  6th  day  of  this  preseat 
lyftonth  of  April,  about  aer en  o'clock  in  the  ctc- 
ningt  or  rather  afterwards,  he  was  at  the  enter 
gate  of  the  prison,  when  he  heard  the  alarm*6eU 
ring,  and  immediaiely  went  to  the  lodge,  and 
•eeiog  the  guard  drawn  op  in  line  in  front  of  the 
piMrdkouse,he  observed  Captain  Shortland  walk* 
lUg  by  himself  from  the  Imrrack  yard  towards 
the  gu«r4s  that  this  informant  tarned  round  and 
looked  dowu  the  market  yard,  and  saw  a  multi* 
todeof  prisoners  proceeding  un  the  square;  wkere« 
upon  ke  went  down  witk  0r*  Jtfagrath,  who  came 
just  at  this  .moment,  and  began  to  reason  witk  a 
nttmber  of  prisoners  there  od  the  unnecessary 
steps  they  were  taking ;  that  some  of  them  seemed 
t»  pay  aMention  to  what  this  informant  said,  and 
tarned  Aside  towards  the  prison^  but  otiiers  said 
Ikey  were  not  prisoners  of  war,  and  that  they 
were  deiermioed  to  be  oot<*-one  of  whom  bad  a 
stick  behind  hia  back,  in  his  hand ;  that  this  in- 
formant saw  Captain  Shortiand  reaaonipifg  with 
a  number  of  them  to  go  back  into  the  prisons, 
but  they  used  very  abusive  language  towards 
kim,  and  this  was  in  front  of  the  guard ;  that 
this  informant  had  taken  two  hj  the  shoulders, 
and  was  insisting  upon  their  going  hack ;  and, 
on  looking  back,  the  guard  had  charged,  and  this 
informant  with  great  difficulty  got  hinuielf  ex- 
uicated  from  between  the  bayonets;  that  by  the 

*  ^  in  the  edjgiaaL 


time  this  infomaot  got  to  the  tear  of  the  guerd 
A  single  musket  was  fired|and  immediately  afiwr 
several  others ;  that  this  infcfmant  heard  no  or- 
der givAn  to  fire ;  thai  Captain  Shortiand  was  at 
the  south  end  ii  the  guard,  and  this  informant 
thinks  if  he  had  given  orders  to  fire  he  must  have 
beard  it ;  that  at  the  time  the  fint  musket  was 
fired,  nearly  one-third  pf  the  market  square  was 
filled  with  the  prisoners,  making  a  great  noise  in 
a  very  riotous  and  disorderly  raAuner,  and  stones 
were  throwing  by  the  prisoners  from  all  quar- 
ters, and  one  large  stone  felt  about  a  yard  from 
this  informant ;  that  immediately  After  the  firing 
commenced,  nod  this  infornsant  had  got  to  the 
rear,  he  went  away  to  the  hospital ;  that  from 
the  Aumber  and  sixe  of  the  stones  which  were 
thrown,  if  he  (this  infbrmaut)  had  been  obliged 
to  remain  on  the  spot  where  the  soldiers  were, 
he  should  have  apprehended  gveat  danger  to  his 
pereon. 

ROB.  McPARLANC 
Sworn  before  me, 

JoA.  WHiTBToao,  Osroner. 

John  TozeTf  one  of  the  turnkeys  at  the  prison, 
on  his  oath,  saith :  That  on  Tnorsday,  the  fith 
day  of  April  instant,  about  seven  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  the  turnkevs  were  called  into  the  mar- 
ket square,  and  he  round  that  it  was  to  take  up 
some  dead  and  wounded  prisoners ;  tbat  he  went 
to  the  lower  market  sate,  and  just  inside  the 
gate  he  took  up  a  black  man  dead,  and  assisted 
in  carrying  him  to  the  bathing  place  in  the  hos^ 
pital ;  that  the  man  appeared  to  be  about  thirty.; 
out  this  informant  should  not  know  him  again. 

JOHN  TOZfcR. 

Sworn  before  me, 

Jos.  WutTBf  OBo,  Coroner. 

Joa^  Msummg^  sergeant  in  the  first  Somer- 
set regiment  of  militia,  on  his  oath,  sailk  r  That 
on  Thursday,  the  fith  day  of  this  preseat  motttk 
of  April,  about  seven  o'olock  in  the  eveniug,  he 
was  in  the  military  way  when  he  saw  Captaia 
Shortiand,  and  reported  to  him  that  the  prison* 
ers  bed  maiie  a  hole  in  the  wall  leading  to  tke 
barracks^  and  he  went  with  this  informanti  an 
officer,  and  some  other  persons,  to  see  it;  that 
this  informant  kept  before  Captain  Shortlandi 
and  went  awey  to  tke  breach  fijrst,  and  aaw  the 
prisopers  puUiag  the  wall,  and  he  desiiAd  them 
to  d^sli  but  they  gave  him  abusive  langmapey 
and  he  thee  took  a  musket  and  thieatened  co  fire 
at  tkem  if  they  would  not  leave  ofi*,  and  they 
then  drew  baek  a  little ;  that  Lieutenant  Avdyn 
then  interfered,  and  put  his  head  iA  the  breach, 
telling  them  if  they  did  not  desist  the  conse* 
quences  would  be  serious;  Captain  Shortlaad 
then  inquired  for  Major  Jcdlifi^  and,  by  Caplaia 
Shortland's  directions^  this  informant  went  to 
call  Major  Jollifi^  and  met  him  between  theeontk 
guard  and  the  barracks,  when  he  ordered  the 
troops  to  be  formed,  and  put  himself  at  the  head 
of  the  grenadiers,  and  before  Major  JoUiff  had 
gone  tea  yards  from  the  sooth  guard  gate  the  firing 
commenced ;  that  this  informant,  by  Major  Jci* 
liffs  orders,  remained  behind,  to  anist  in  fena* 
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ing  the  regiment;  that  it  wu  impoaeible  for 
Major  JoUiff  to  give  orders  to  fire,  as  he  was  not 
near  the  spot  where  the  firing  first  began. 

JOS.  MANNING, 
Sergeant  l«l  Someraet  r^ment 
Sworn  before  me, 

Job.  Wbiteford,  Coroner, 

Examination  at  the  GuildhaU  of  Plynumth^  on  Fri' 
day,  the  21ff  of  April,  1816. 

Present,  John  Hawker,  Bsq.,  one  of  the  magis* 
trates  of  the  county  of  Devon. 

John  Ruttf  one  of  the  committee  of  the  Ameri* 
can  prisoners  at  Dartmoor,  being  sworn,  sajrs: 
The  report  made  of  the  oeeurrenee  of  the  6th  in- 
stant, signed  by  me,  was  from  the  evidence  of 
other  persons.  About  six  o'clock  in  the  evening 
I  came  from  the  place  where  I  was  taking  supper, 
and  persuaded  the  prisoners  to  leave  the  breach ; 
they  did  go  away  towards  the  square  previous  to 
the  commencement  of  the  firing.  At  the  time  I 
went  to  the  breach  the  horn  had  not  sounded ;  it 
sounded  but  a  few  minutes  before  the  firing.  J 
heard  the  alarm-bell  rinj^  before  the  firing  took 
place ;  the  firing  continued  at  intervals  about  fif- 
teen minutes.  After  the  firing  commenced,  I 
went  round  the  southeast  part  of  prison  No.  7, 
and  went  in  at  the  southeast  door.  I  saw  nothing 
of  the  firing  in  the  market  square. 

John  T,  Trofwhridge^  one  of  the  committee, 
being  sworn,  says :  I  made  no  part  of  the  report 
from  my  own  knowledge,  but  I  was  one  of  them 
employed  in  taking  depositions.  I  was  walking 
about  the  southeast  part  of  No.  7,  near  the  breach 
in  the  wall,  which,  when  I  saw  it,  was  about 
large  enough  for  my  body  to  pass  through;  about 
thirty  persons  were  round  it ;  did  not  know  what 
it  was  made  for ;  understood  it  was  to  get  a  ball. 
I  remained  in  the  prison  yard,  seeing  the  soldiers 
collect  on  the  platforms.  I  saw  nothing  of  what 
was  passing  in  the  square.  I  understood  that  the 
aoldiers  desired  thct  prisoners  to  go  in  before  the 
firing  took  place ;  the  prisoners  were  not  riotous. 
I  heard  the  alarm-bell  ring  and  the  drum  beat  to 
armt  before  the  firing;  I  beard  no  tumult  in  the 
market  square  before  it  began;  I  should  have 
heard  it,  had  there  been  any,  from  the  place  I  was 
in.  I  do  not  believe  there  were  many  prisoners 
in  the  square;  It  was  the  alarm-bell  which  col- 
lected the  prisoners,  at  least  it  made  them  go  out 
of  prisons  Nos.  5  and  7.  The  firing  lasted,  in  a 
straggling  manner,  from  fifteen  to  twenty  min* 
Qtes;  there  were  three  or  four  vollevs  from  the 
market  square.  I  heard  no  order  to  iire  after  the 
firiBff  from  the  square ;  there  was  firing  from  the 
platforms  on  the  wall,  from  which  it  continued 
while  the  prisoners  were  endeavoring  to  get  into 
their  prison's;  there  was  firing  at  No.  5  while  they 
were  entering. 

Jamoo  Boggo,  one  of  the  committee,  being 
sworn,  savs :  I  made  no  part  of  the  report  from 
my  own  Knowledge.  I  went  into  the  northeast 
door  of  No.  3  before  the  firing.  I  understood 
that  there  was  a  man  killed  in  that  prison,  but  I 
did  not  state  it  from  my  own  knowledge. 


^fliot  Wheeier,  sergeant  of  (he  north  guard,  be- 
ing sworn,  says :  I  was  with  the  guard  on  the 
evening  of  the  6th;  another  sergeant  was  with 
me ;  assembled  the  guard  by  or^r,  I  believe,  of 
Captain  Shortland's  clerk ;  had  orders  to  march 
to  the  west  guard  house.    On  .arriving,  was  or- 
dered by  the  clerk  to  order  arms ;  remained  abo«t 
ten  minutes,  and  was  then  ordered  by  Captain 
Shortland  to  march  to  the  market  square;  the 
officer  of  the  guard  was  not  then  with  it ;  out 
force  was  thirty-eight,  besides  two  corporals; 
about  five  or  six  of  another  guard  went  into  the 
square  about  the  same  time;   the  west  guard 
was  employed  at  the  breach;  there  were  not 
many  prisoners  in  the  maricet  square  when  oar 
guard  entered.    The  alarm-hell  had  rung  before 
we  marched.'   When  we  entered,  the  prisoners 
were  endeavoring  to  burst  the  gates  below ;  can- 
not say  whether  the  alarm-bell  preceded  the  burst- 
ing of  the  gates ;  when  they  had  succeeded  in 
borstinff  them,  there  was  a  great  rush  towards 
the  soldiers ;  tneir  number  kept  increasing,  until 
the  space  between  the  iron  railings  was  quite  fall. 
They  threw  stones  at  the  soldiers  before  there 
was  anv  firing ;  they  were  not  armed  with  any- 
thing tnat  I  saw;  they  appeared  in  the  square 
nearly  at  the  same  time  as  my  guard ;  they  made 
the  greatest  push  towards  our  left  flank,  where 
the  guard  was  weakest;  I  was  on  the  left  flank ; 
the  prisoners  were  desired  to  go  back,  but  they 
did  not ;  they  pressed  on,  and  made  a  greater  re- 
sistance against  us.    Then  Captain  Shortland 
ordered  the  soldiers  to  bring  their  muskets  down 
to  the  charge,  but,  not  advancing  upon  the  pris- 
oners, it  appeared  to  have  no  effect  upon  them. 
I  believe  Captain  Shortland  was  in  front  of  the 

Sard  at  this  time,  desiring  the  prisoners  to  go 
ck.  I  saw  none  of  the  prisoners  yrnsting  the 
arms  from  the  soldiers ;  I  saw  none  of  them  at- 
tempt to  seize  the  arms.  The  guard  pressed  to 
the  left,  to  keep  from  being  turned,  by  which  I 
was  thrown  in  the  tear.  Many  more  soldiers 
came  from  different  parts  before  the  firing  com- 
menced ;  I  heard  no  order  to  Are,  nor  do  f  know 
how  it  began ;  did  not  hear  any  of  the  prison- 
ers ehallenging  the  soldiers  to  fire;  at  thw  Ume 
there  might  be  about  two  hundred  prisoners  in 
the  square;  they  were  much  more  numerous 
than  the  guard.    I  did  not  see  the  officer  of  the 

fuard  at  this  time.  The  firing  was  in  an  in« 
ependent  manner,  three  or  four  muskets  being 
discharged  at  a  time.  After  the  firing  com- 
mencedj  the  prisoners  began  to  retire  towards 
their  prisons.  I  did  not  hear  any  cheering  amoor 
them,  or  tee  them  rally  after  the  fire;  think! 
must  have  heard  it,  had  there  been  any  cheering. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  prisoners  could  have  been 
made  to  retire  without  nring ;  the  soldiers  might, 
by  killing  them  with  the  bayonet,  have  dispersed 
them.  I  did  not  go  into  the  prison  jard.  I  did 
not  hear  of  any  firing  of  my  guard  after  the  pris- 
oners had  retreated. 

John  SaunderOj  private  in  the  first  regiment  of 
Somerset  militia,  one  of  the  north  guard,  being 
sworn,  says :  I  was  with  the  first  party  of  soldiers 
that  marthed  into  the  market  square;  at  that 
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lime  the  gate  was  broken  open ;  the  prisoners 
were  comlnff  through  in  a  crowd  as  fast  as  they 
possibly  coold ;  the  alarm-bell  rung  at  the  time 
we  reached  the  west  guard  house ;  the  officer  of 
the  guard  was  with  us,  I  beliere ',  I  believe  it 
was  he  who  ordered  us  into  the  square.  The 
west  guard  was  marched  in  nearly  about  the 
same  time ;  fifteen  file  were  lold  off  on  the  left, 
whom  Captain  Shortland,  after  some  time  of  dis- 
course with  the  prisoners  to  make  them  retire, 
ordered  to  charge ;  with  some  difficulty  we  got 
the  prisoners  back  to  the  gates ;  some  of  them 
were  retiring  through  the  gates*  I  do  not  know 
that  any  injurir  was  doae  to  them  until  aAer  they 
were  insicfe  tne  gates;  had,  till  this,  heard  no 
firing.  The  square  was  nearly  clear  of  prisoners 
before  the  firing;  theydid  not  return  into  tnesquare. 
but  threw  some  stones  through  the  rails.  I  heard 
the  word  '*  fire'' given,  but  do  not  know  by  whom. 
There  were  no  prisoners  in  the  market  square 
when  the  first  shots  were  fired.  The  prisoners 
had  the  command  of  the  gates,  so  as  to  open  them 
when  they  thought  proper.  I  fired  my  musket. 
The  prisoners  dosed  the  gates  after  them,  which 
we  opened,  and  we  received  orders  from  tne  com- 
manding  officer  to  charge  the  men  to  their  pris- 
ons. No  muskets  were  fired  in  compelling  them 
to  their  prisons.  Just  before  the  firing,  the  pris- 
oners were  throwing  stones,  and  insulting  the  sol- 
diers, calling  out  to  them  to  fire.  Saw  no  prison- 
ers attempting  to  wrest  the  arms  from  the  soldiers. 
Several  shots  were  fired  into  prison  No.  3 ;  they 
were  fired  into  the  doorway ;  they  were  fired 
by  two  or  three  soldiers.  I  heard  no  order  given 
-for  this  fire,  and  had  heard  none  to  cease  firiog ; 
there  was  much  disturbance  among  the  prisoners 
going  in,  and  a  stone  was  thrown  out,  which  I 
saw  myself.  The  turnkey  was  then  near  the  sol- 
diers, close  to  the  door,  and  was  endeavoring  to 
•but  it ;  the  prisoners  were  willing  to  go  in^  and 
the  turnkey  could  not  close  it ;  they  stood  at  the 
door,  challenging  the  soldiers,  and  offering  to  fight 
them  if  they  would  lay  down  their  pieces ;  this 
was  before  the  firios  into  the  door;  it  Was  locked 
up  immediately  after  the  fire;  do  not  think  I 
could  say  rightly  who  the  soldiers  were  that  fired 
into  the  prison. 

William  Smithy  private  of  the  first  Somerset 
militia,  being  sworo,  says:  I  was  on  the  north 
guard  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  April.  I 
marched  into  the  market  square  with  the  guard. 
As  we  were  going  into  the  square,  the  prisoners 
were  coming  through  the  gates  in  a  violent  man- 
ner ;  the  alarm-bell  rang  before  we  entered  the 
square,  while  we  were  at  the  west  guard  house. 
I  was  one  of  the  fifteen  file  ordered  to  charge ; 
the  prisoners  fell  back  when  we  came  down  to 
the  charge,  but,  after  a  little  while,  advanced 
again.  The  prisoners  fell  back  to.  the  gates,  and 
had  partly  gone  through  before  the  firing  b«ran ; 
I  heard  no  order  to  fire  f  do  not  know  the  soldier 
who  fired  the  first  musket;  was  not  near  him; 
the  prisoners  had  not  come  back  upon  our  left 
when  the  firiog  began,  and  after  the  charge,  but 
they  were  throwing  stones,  (one  of  which  fell 
about  a  yard  from  me,)  and  were  abusing  the 


soldiers,  daring  them  to  come  on.  The  firing 
was  in  an  independent  manner,  one  after  another, 
till  nearly  all  the  guard  had  fixed,  and  then  they 
loaded  again ;  no  ord^r  was  given  to  fire ;  do  not 
know  of  any  soldier  having  fired  into  any  of  the 
prisons;  do  not  know  how  long  the  firins  lasted. 
After  the  prboners  had  returned  ipto  their  yards, 
we  went  into  them,  to  see  if  there  were  any  strag- 
glers about.  When  I  went  into  the  yard,  did  not 
hear  any  firing  from  sentinels  on  the  walls. 

John  ThUty  private,  being  sworn,  says :  I  was 
on  the  north  guard  the  night  of  the  disturbance; 
the  alarm*beir rang  when  i  was  at  the  west  guard 
house,  before  I  entered  the  market  sqtiare ;  about 
forty  or  fifty  prisoners  had  burst  into  the  square, 
through  the  gate  next  the  hospital,  when  we 
marched  in.  1  was  one  of  the  fifteen  file  ordered 
to  charge ;  cannot  say  exactly  who  ordered  us  to 
charge,  but  think  it  was  Captain  Shortland's 
voice.  The  prisoners  were  so  close  to  me  that 
I  had  not  room  to  come  down  to  the  charge,  and 
drove  them  back  to  get  room.  We  advanced 
upon  them  at  the  charge.  While  charging,  a 
stone,  of  seven  or  eight  pounds  weight,  knocked 
off  my  cap,  I  stooped  to  pick  it  up;  was  not 
knocked  down,  but  somewhat  stunned,  and  the 
plate  of  my  cap  was  bruised :  the  firing  began 
directly;  the  prisoners  resisted  greatly  while  we 
were  charginff ;  they  resisted  up  to  the  time  we 
fired.  I  think  there  were  about'  one  hundred 
prisoners  in  the  square  when  the  firing  began ; 
after  they  were  driven  back,  there  was  much 
firing  into  the  prisons;  saw  one  soldier  firing 
into  prison  No.  1 ;  the  prisoners  were  throwing 
out  stones  at  the  time ;  they  were  all  nearly  in 
when  the  htin^  into  No.  1  took  place,  but  some 
were  still  pushing^  in  at  the  doorway ;  the  turn- 
key was  endeavoring  to  get  near  the  door,  but 
was  not  in  front,  in  consequence  of  the  stones 
thrown  out ;  I  heard  no  order  for  the  firing  in  the 
square ;  it  commenced  while  I  was  picking  up 
my  cap ;  saw  no  more  than  one  shot  fired  into 
No.  1. 

WiUiam  RowU$,  private,  one  of  the  north  guard, 
being  sworn,  says:  I  was  one  of  the  fifteen  file 
told  off  in  order  to  charge.  Captain  Shortland 
gave  the  order  to  charge.  I  could  come  down  to 
the  charge,  and  did  so ;  and  those  near  me  ad- 
vanced at  the  charffe  upon  the  prisoners,  who 
would  not  retire  at  first,  even  when  the  point  oi 
the  bayonet  touched  their  clothes.  We  advanced 
on  them  about  eight  or  ten  yards  down  towards 
the  gate.  A  great  many  of  them  retired  through 
the  gate  before  there  was  any  firing;  thejr  aggra- 
vated the  solcRers  by  insulting  and  abusiveian- 
guage,  and  dared  them  to  fire.  I  heard  an  order 
to  fire,  but  do  not  know  from  whom.  When  the 
firing  began,  the  prisoners  were  rushing  again 
through  the  gate,  into  (he  square,  and  throwing 
stones  over  the  platform.  I  suppose  there  were 
twenty  times  more  prisoners  in  the  market  square 
than  soldiers  before  the  firing.  I  entered  the 
prison  y«rd,  saw  a  soldier  level  his  musket  into 
prison  No.  3,  who  was  then  about  &re  or  six  yards 
from  the  door;  many  prisoners  etood  at  the  door 
in  a  resolute  manner,  and  would  not  let  the  turn* 
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key  3tiut  it;  the  doprway  was  as  fail  it  could  as 
hold ;  they  threw  out  great  stones,  as  bic  as  my 
head.  I  heard  no  order  to  the  soldiet  to  are  into 
No.  3;  saw  no  officer  there  at  this  time.  I  was 
telling  the  prisoners  to  go  into  the  prison,  when 
one  of  them  endeavored  to  wrest  the  bayonet 
from  my  musket,  but  I  drew  it  back  in  time* to 
save  it ;  this  was  before  the  firing  into  the  door- 
way* I  believe  that  there  was  no  more  than  one 
shot  fired  into  No.  3;  after  it  was  fired,  the  pris* 
oners  went  back,  and  allowed  the  turaiBey  to  shut 
the  door. 

John  Bamlet,  private,  one  of  the  north  guard, 
being  sworn,  says :  I  was  the  right  hand  man  of 
fifteen  file  told  off  to  charge :  i  heard,  the  order 
given  to  charge  by  Captain  Shortlandj  I  imme- 
diately came  down  to  the  charge,  having  room 
enough ;  we  advanced  a  short  distaboe ;  we  could 
not  advance  far,  owing  to  the  prisoners  being  so 
near;  they  did  not  retire  very  fast;  cannot  ex- 
actly say  how  many  prisoners  there  were  ia  the 
Suare  when  we  began  to  oharge,  but  sup|iose 
ere  might  be  a  hundred  j  we  used  all  possible 
means  to  make  them  retirej  but  some  were  so  ob- 
stinate that  they  advanced  even  to  the  points  of 
the  bayonets;  others,  howeveri  retreated ^  they 
were  very  abusive,  and  throwinfc  stones  $  many 
dared  us  to  fire.  I  was  struck  with  a  stone  in  ad- 
vancing, on  m V  right  knee,  which  nearly  knocked 
Sit  down,  and  I  verv  narrowly  escaped  anothev 
low  on  my  head.  I  received  the  blow  after  the 
firing  commenced ;  our  charge  with  the  bayonet 
made  some  few  of  them  retire  through  the  gates } 
the  greater  part,  indeed,  retired  through  the  gateS| 

fnd  remained  on  the  other  side  throwing  stones, 
{efbre  the  firing,  and  after  the  charge,  some  re- 
turned back  through  the  gates,  and  advanced ; 
some  advanced  even  after  the  first  fire;  they 
shouted  and  cheered  while  advancing,  which  was 
intended  toanimate  others  to  persevere  like  them- 
selves; numbers  of  Che  first  OMiskets  fired  were 
devated  in  the  air,  some  were  elevated  to  the 
centre,  I  did  not  see  any  one  fall  on  the  first 
fire;  the  firing  was  not  in  volleys.  I  fi^owed 
into  the  prison  yards;  did  not  see  any  firing  into 
the  prisons ;  after  the  firing  had  been  kept  uip  for 
some  considerable  time,  the  prisoners  retreated. 
I  heard  an  order  to  fire  given  before  any  firing 
took  ^lace^  but  do  not  know  by  whom.  I  do 
not  think  the  prisoners  could  have  been  driven 
back  without  firing,  unless  great  slaughter  had 
been  made  of  them  by  the  bayonet«  I  cannot 
positively  assert  whether  there  was  any  firing  on 
our  right  besides  that  by  ourselves* 

John  WiUiamSf  sergeant,  being  sworn,  says :  I 
was  on  the  south  guard  the  night  of  the  disturb- 
ance ;  our  guard  entered  the  market  square  after 
the  north  guard,  and  formed  to  its  right;  our 
number  was  about  forty ;  it  consisted  of  fifty-one, 
but  had  several  sentries  out.  The  firing  had  not 
commenced  when  we  formed  upon  the  north 
guard ;  it  besan  about  ten  minutes  or  a  Quarter 
of  an  hour  after  we  had  formed ;  we  were  rormed 
just  about  the  time  the  north  guard  charged; 
when  we  formed,  there  were  about  one  hundred 
prisoners  in  the  square.    1  think  they  were  more 


numerous  than  the  soldiers;  the  line  of  soldien 
almost  oceupied  the  oreadth  of  the  square,  bm 
there  were  not  enough  to  form  it  compleceiy 
across ;  there  was  aa  opening  between  oar  ^ard 
and  the  north ;  the  prisoners  did  not  fall  haok  for 
some  considerable  time  after  the  charge;  thef 
were  throwing  stones  through  and  over  the  raUa, 
and  abusing  the  eokliers,  when  the  firing  began  ; 
I  heard  no  order  to  fire ;  our  officers  never  ordmd 
us  to  fire ;  our  guard,  seeu^  the  state  the  prison* 
er?  werain^  «nd  the  north  guard  fiee,  began  firing 
of  thehr  own  aecord.  but  not  in  volleys^  and  then 
the  reports  mide  prevented  us  hecring  what  was 

going  on  j  the  north  guard  fired  first ;  at  Ihe  fisst 
re  the  prisoners  ran  back  through  the  gateway, 
but  afterwards  many  returned  again  to  the  gate, 
but  did  not  advanoe  through  on  us ;  heard  cheat 
ing,  and  did  not  know  whether  they  would  not 
coflM  out  on  u&  I  did  not  g»  into  tiie  priaoa 
yard,  nor  did  any  of  our  ipmid ;  oar  officer  kept 
us  in  lioe  till  the  prisoners  were  all  locked  upu 
1  do  not  suppose  the  prisoners  would  have  g^ne 
back  without  firing,  becaaae  they  did  not  apsear 
to  retire  even  when  the  bayonets  wefevHilecWsa 
to  them.  I  heard  the  firing  for  some  mtnnies 
after  theprisoners  had  retired  through  the  carte. 
John  lifiiifori  /otf^,  major  contmandiag,  being 
sworn,  handed  in  a  statement,  of  which  the  foU 
lowing  is  a  copy : 

ApatL?,  Ifilk  . 
Yesterday  evening,  between  the  hours  oC  six 
and  seven  o'elocki  soon  after  the  offioen*  di«Mf, 
the  mess  waiter  came  into  the  mess  room^  and 
said  that  the  Americati  prisoners  had  broken  ont 
of  the  prison,  and  were  attempting  their  escape. 
I  immediately  ordered  the  troops  composibg  the 
garrisoa  to  fall  in  at  the  alarm-post.    Whilst  the 
troops  were  forming  I  heard  several  shots  fired) 
upon  which  I  immediately  took  the  gvcsadier*) 
and  proceeded  to  the  west  guard,  supposing  that 
the  prisoners  were  actuallv  coming  down  the 
military  way  (as  it  is  called)  in  great  bodies. 
Upon  my  arrival  at  the  west  guard,  several  of  the 
troops  were  formed  in  the  market  plnee>  and  had 
fired  some  shots.    I  immediately  catted  out  to 
them  to  cease  firii^ ;  and  finding  that  the  prison- 
ers still  refused  to  go  into  their  prisons,  I  took  a 
party  of  grenadiers,  and  went  into  twoof  th^L^ptison 
yards,  and  told  the  prisoners  to  go  into  their  ptie- 
oos,  which  they  very  reluctantly  did.    Several 
atones  were  thrown  at  the  mililtry,  and  two  at 
myself,  one  of  which  came  very  near  me.    The 
military  fired  a  few  shots  at  the  prisoners  in  the 
yard,  in  oonsequenee  of  their  thro  wing  stones  and 
refusing  to  go  into  the  prison,  but  ikt  firing  was 
without  my  orders,  and  I  conceive  took  {dnca 
owing  to  the  military  being  so  exasperated.    As 
soon  as  the  i^isoners  Were  all  gone  into  their  di^ 
ferent  nrisoas,  and  properly  secured,  I  returned 
to  the  barracks,  having  ordered  the  guards  to  be 
reinforced,  and  the  troops  to  be  ready  to  fall  in  at 
a  mementos  notice.    It  appears  that  they  had  se- 
lected the  hour  of  the  officers'  dinner  to  begin  their 
operations,  suimosing  we  should  not  be  ready. 

J.  T.  JOLLIFF, 
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Und«ntttiKlkMf  that  #Tld€iioe  Ims  been  prodae«d 
td  prove  that  a  bugle  eoaaded  tbe  signal  to  fire/I 
bi$g  leave  to  observe,  tbat  I  was  first  apprised  of 
tbis  eireumstanee  aAer  my  retnro  from  DNirtmoofr. 
I  never  gaye,  as  eommandiDg  oflker,  an^  order, 
direetly  or  iddirieetly,  to  tbat  effect,  nor  did  I  bear 
previously  any  report  that  saeh  a  circomstaiice 
bad  takea  place. 

J.  T.  JOLLIFP, 
Mu^tft  IH  Sfmwnet  mBUia. 

He  further  savs:  There  was  do  general  order 
tbat  when  the  soldiers  on  sentry  heard  one  of  them 
fire,  they  should  consider  it  an  order  to  fire  also ; 
bu 1 1  suppose  they  might  so  consider  it.  One  man 
fifed  into  one  of  the  prisons,  which  arose,  as  I 
believe,  from  exaspemtion,  on  being  struck  by  » 
stone  thrown  by  of  the  prisoaersk  I  did  not  see  any 
one  put  his  musket  into  the  door  to  fire.  Sev- 
eral shots  were  fired  in  the  prison  yaids,  but  en* 
ticely  without  any  conunand. 

€9(69tf^  Piit^  sergeant,  being  swerui  says :  I  was 
with  Major  Jollin  amontf  the  greMbdiers  in  the 
prison  yard,  and  he  vied  all  the  aeaaa  in  his  pow- 
ef  to  prevent  the  firing.  I  beard  him  crying  out 
to  tlie  mea  to  cease  firing. 

Aury  Butgfnfm,  private,  being  sworn,  saf s : 
t  was  on  the  platform  at  the  bottom  of  the  mar- 
ket square.  A  prisoner  came  with  an  iron  bar, 
who,  npon  hearing  a  sbont  from  the  prisoners  at 
the  breach,  when  a  piece  fell  out  of  the  wail, 
which  1  heard,  broke  the  gate  open  immediately, 
by  striking  off  tbe  lock,  and  th«  prkonera  rushed 
through ;  and  when  we  left  the  [^tform  they 
pressed  very  much  upon  us;  they  were  as  thicic 
as  they  could  be^  the  alarm  bell  was  ringing 
abont  tbis  time }  tbe  yard  where  the  break  was. 
was  as  full  of  prisoners  ns  it  could  be.  I  belongea 
to  the  west  guard.  I  did  not  see  any  prisoners 
wrestiof  tbe  arms  from  tbe  guard.  Iconld  not 
aae  the  Sreach  on  aeeonnt  of  a  pro}eeiion  of  the 
wall,  but  heard  the  bar  at  work ;  they  were  quite 
thick  down  to  tbe  prison,  waiting,  I  suppose,  till 
the  breach  was  made^  the  horn  had  sounded  as 
Usnal  for  them  to  go  in,  bat,  instead  of  going  in 
as  they  usually  did  very  quietly,  they  came  out ; 
they  pressed  on  us  so  much  that  we  were  forced 
to  fall  back ;  after  we  came  to  the  charge  they 
would  not  retire,  and,  beinff  unwilling  to  stab,  We 
were  forced  to  give  back.  1  heard  $n  order  to  fin, 
bot  do  not  know  who  gave  it.  I  did  not  observe 
bow  the  first  muskets  were  levelled. 

Edward  Jackmm^  private  of  the  Derby  militia, 
betiig  sworn,  says :  I  was  on  the  platform  18  and 
19,  Mtween  prisons  Nos.  5  and  6.  I  thiak  there 
had  been  two  volleys  in  the  market  square  before 
the  men  on  this  platform  fired ;  myself  and  ano- 
ther sentry  were  posted  on  the  platform  \  we  bad 
not  fired  before  some  soldiers  came  up  on  the 
platform ;  I  never  ired  \  it  was  the  men  who  came 
np ;  1  caoaot  say  whetber  the  sentry  fired  ;  they 
fired  into  the  yard  up  terwards  the  gate;  there 
were  a  great  many  pn^oners  at  tbe  upper  part  of 
the  yard  \  I  did  oot  see  aay  firing  into  the  pris- 
ons. There  was  one  or  two  officers  on  the  plat- 
form ;  no  order  was  ^iven  to  fire  on  my  platform ; 


to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  I  thhik  I  heard  a 
command  **  to  commence  firing  from  the  right." 
The  prisoners  were  all  in  a  great  body,  near  the 
gates  at  the  top  of  the  yard,  when  the  firing  com- 
mencedj  and,  after  the  firing,  they  retreated  to 
their  prisons.  When  I  was  placed  sentinel.  sev« 
eral  prisoners  were  inside  the  palisades  clodding 
one  another ;  some  soldiers  charged  them  out  of 
it ;  there  were  tWo  rounds  of  firing  from  my  plat- 
form ;  there  were  about  twenty  soldiers  on  it,  bat 
cannot  say  exactly ;  it  was  full  of  them ;  I  could 
not  see  the  breach  |  I  saw  no  tumult  in  the  yard 
before  tbe  firing  in  the  square,  except  the  clod- 
ding; I  cannot  say  I  heard  the  alarm  bell  ring. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

BEammaiim  at  Jkvimoorprism  ofwm'tan  iSMinla|h 

the  %id  4^  1916. 

Preaent,  Paul  Treby  Treby,  Esq.,  one  of  ih« 
mi^trates  for  the  county  of  Deron. 

TkomoM  Surgem  MtU^  one  of  the  committed 
ef  American  prisoners,  sworn:  ( A  lettor  had  boBH 
handed  in  by  Captain  Sbortland^  sipped  in  tkia 
witness's  hand,  and  addressed  to  €aptatn  Skmu 
iand^  requesting  his  release,  and  smting  that  "  ai^ 
though  he  had  been  cnllea  on  by  thn  respeetabU 
part  of  the  prisoners  to  inqnlie  into  the  cama  of 
the  late  unfortunate  affair,  neither  hiadepositiene 
nor  conduct  appeared  to  shew  that  he  wo«ld  wisll 
to  lay  the  blame  to  Captain  Shorttand,  bat  on  th<l 
contrary,  for  which  be  had  since  been  insalied  bf 
those  men  that  were  and  had  been  the  oooasion 
ef  the  late  unfortonate  affiiir.")  There  never  hai 
been,  td  my  knowledge,  any  eonc^ted  plan  araonf 
tbfe  AuMrican  prisoners  at  this  piaoa  to  break 
out.  I  have  never  been  insulted  by  any  «f  the 
men  anpposed  to  be  riagleaders  in  the  faite  aiihtr) 
bat,  on  the  contrary,  the  prisoners  think  I  wna 
doing  evervthtng  in  my  power  for  their  bencfiu 
The  leuer  handed  in  by  Captain  Shortland  waa 
written  for  me  by  another  prisoner,  to  get  m# 
clear  in  any  way  i  it  waa  not  signed  by  me ;  I 
told  him  I  would  give  him  a  ponnd  if  he  got  ma 
released ;  it  was  written  without  design  to  injare 
anybody,  and  merely  to  get  me  clear,  as  my  tuni 
of  release  Was  not  near ;  I  never  read  tbe  letter$ 
I  waa  one  of  the  comtiiittee  who  made  the  report 
to  Mr.  Bensley ;  some  part  of  it  was  from  my  own 
knowliedge,  and  smne  pert  of  it  from  the  teati*- 
mony  of  others.  I  saw  a  orewd  where  tl^  hole 
was,  but  did  not  think  it  was  occasioned  by  any^ 
thing  but  ganrbiiag,  till  I  was  called  upon  by  the 
prisoners  to  go  and  make  them  desist  from  tlie 
hele.  When  I  was  in  the  yard  of  Nos^  &and  7, 
and  when  the  firing  into  it  from  the  platform  took 
place,  there  was  no  tnmalt ;  there  were  then  bat 
few  persons  in  It  j  I  was  not  in  the  market  square  $ 
I  thinkthe  making  of  the  hole  was  merely  through 
mischief,  but  not  at  all  to  get  oot,  for  I  do  not 
think  twenty  Would  have  wanted  to  go  ont  if  the 
gates  had  been  open ;  I  do  not  know  particnlariy 
of  any  subject  of  complaint  shortfy  before  the 
affiiir ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  one  who  complained 
before  Admiral  Rowley  of  the  American  Gbv- 
ernmeat ;  I  waa  pieaent  the  whole  time ;  I  do  not 
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know  of  any  partieular  uaeasiness  amonj^  the 
prisoners  at  present,  or  any  cause  of  complaint  of 
their  treatment ;  they  are  a  little  impatient  to  be 
sent  home ;  there  has  been  frequent  little  Teza- 
tioos  interruptions  to  the  market,  &c^  on  slight 
ffrounds ;  I  did  not  see  any  one  shot,  though  some 
fell  close  bj  me ;  I  did  not  hear  the  horn  sound 
before  the  firing. 

Waiter  CoUon^  one  of  the  committee,  being 
sworn,  sars:  None  of  the  report  was  made  from 
my  own  knowledge,  but  entirely  from  ezamina- 
tions.  I  am  confident  there  was  no  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  prisoners  to  break  out ;  had 
there  been,  I  should  certainly  ha?e  known  it,  be- 
cause I  was  in  the  constant  habit  of  going  throuf^h 
the  prisons,  hay 1 02  much  business  with  the  pris- 
qners  as  one  of  t^eir  committee.  It  is  impos- 
sible but  it  must  have  been  known  had  there  been 
any.  Had  the  gates  been  thrown  open,  not  more 
than  a  hundred  would  hare  gone  out :  those  who 
chose  could  hare  got  away  on  the  4th.  The  first 
I  heard  of  the  disturbance  was  the  firing';  i  was 
then  in  No.  3 ;  did  not  hear  the  horn  ;  it  is  not 
generally  heard  inside;  there  was  great  irritation 
against  Captain  Shortland  before  the  disturbance; 
this  was  owing  to  acts  of  barbarity  on  his  part. 
I  speak  from  my  own  knowledffe.  Instead  of 
doing  things  to  make  them  comfortable,  he  did 
quite  the  contrary.  He  has  kept  two  prisons,  the 
best  and  most  comfortable,  shut,  when  it  was  in 
his  power  to  have  opened  them ;  the  prisoners 
remonstrated  against  this,  but  it  produced  no  ef- 
fect, while  they  weire  turned  into  prisons  open  at 
top,  and  floating  with  water  two  or  three  inches 
de^;  this  was  rilo.2.  There  was  a  plan  formed 
in  No.  6,  one  of  the  best  and  most  commodious 

Erisons,  two  several  times,  to  dij§^  out,  which  was 
oth  times  discovered  by  Captain  Shortland,  and 
on  the  second  occasion  the  prisoners  were  turned 
into  No.  2;  they  were,  however,  onlv  kept  there 
two  nights,  and  then  returned  to  No.  6 ;  I  call  this 
an  act  of  barbarity.  Captain  Shortland  never 
returned  any  answer  to  our  application  to  go  into 
the  empty  prisons;  I  know  of  no  statement  of 
complaint  asainst  the  American  Government, 
previous  to  the  late  affair ;  there  have  been  often 
complaints  of  neglect  against  Mr.  Beasley,  but 
not  affainst  the  American  Qovernment.  Another 
act  of  Captain  Shortland  was :  about  the  time  of 
the  attempt  to  dig  out,  there  were  some  bars  broken 
in  one  of  the  prisons^  in  consequence  of  which, 
and  the  digging  out,  I  suppose,  one-third  of  our 
provisions  was  stopped  for  ten  days*  I  know  not 
what  it  was  for,  unless  for  this  and  the  digging 
out.  Captain  Shortland  frequently  stopped  our 
provisions  in  the  same  way,  without  ffiving  an^ 
reason.  There  has  been  no  particular  uneasi- 
ness among  the  prisoners  to  get  out,  since  the  ac- 
count of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  I  know 
of  no  acts  of  violence  among  them  in  consequence ; 
they  were  only  anxious  to  oe  sent  home,  and  ex- 
pressed their  opinions  about  it. 

WiUiam,  Hobarty  one  of  the  committee,  being 
sworn,  says :  Some  part  of  the  report  was  made 
from  my  own  knowtedgSi  hot  not  much ;  I  was  I 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  yard  Nos.  1  and  3  when  I 


the  alarm-bell  rang ;  I  had  not  heard  the  horn 
sound  to  go  in  when  the  alarm-bell  rang;  I  ex- 
pect I  should  have  heard  it;  it  can  generally  be 
neard  all  over  the  yard ;  when  I  heard  the  beJI  I 
walked  up  to  the  railing  next  the  market  square 
to  see  wnat  occasioned  the  alarm  ;  when  I  got 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  railing,  saw  the  soldiers 
coming  into  the  market  square.    I  think  there 
must  have  been  fdur  or  five  hundred  soldiers  in 
the  square  before  the  firing  began ;  there  were 
many  there,  and  others  marching  in  and  forming ; 
I  heard  no  orders  to  fire ;  the  prisoners  were  com- 
ing up,  as  I  was,  to  see  what  was  the  matter ;  I 
returned  immediately  to  my  own  prison.    There 
were  two  volleys  fired  into  a  prison,  into  No.  3 ; 
most  of  the  prisoners  were  retreating  after  the 
first  volley ;  I  had  been  in  about  five  minutes  be- 
fore the  firing ;  was  on  the  second  floor ;  did  not 
see  the  soldiers  who  fired,  but  heard  the  report; 
and  when  I  came  down,  saw  marks  of  balls  with- 
in ;  there  were  no  stones  thrown  from  the  second 
floor;  should  have  known  it,  as  I  was  walkings 
with  some  others.    There  were  several  lines  of 
soldiers  drawn  across  the  square ;  a  fewprisonen 
were  at  the  bottom  of  it  then,  but  they  were  not 
so  numerous  as  the  soldiers ;  I  am  fully  confident 
there  was  no  intention  to  break  out.    I  heard'no 
shouting  or  threats  against  Captain  Shortland 
when  the  firing  commenced.    The  prisoners  did 
not  cheer  in  the  yard  I  was  in,  nor  in  the  market 
square,  while  I  was  present.    Captain  Shortland 
has  behaved  ia  a  very  tyrannical  manner  towards 
the  prisoners ;  he  stopped  the  market  for  ten  days 
for  a  very  trivial  occurrence,  and  part  of  the  provi- 
sions for  the  same  length  of  time ;  do  not  think 
there  was  any  intention  amongthe  prisoners  to  re- 
venge themselves  on  Captain  Shortland ;  there 
has  been  some  irritation  sigainst  Mr.  Beasley  lat- 
terly, because  they  thought  he  was  somewhat 
dilatory  in  preparing  cartels^  but  there  were  none 
whatever  against  toe  American   Government; 
there  was  a  report  that  vessels  of  war  would  come 
from  America  to  take  prisoners,  but  even  when 
first  started  it  did  not  flam  much  credit ;  the  upper 
stories  of  Nos.  2  and  i  have  been  unfit  for  the  men 
to  live  in,  very  open,  and  sometimes  afloat  with 
rain. 

WUliam  B,  Ome^  one  of  the  committee,  being 
sworn,  says :  I  saw  a  little  of  the  affair  stated  in 
the  report,  but  the  principal  part  was  from  the 
examination  of  others,  I  was  walking  between 
No.  7  and  the  barrack  wall ;  did  not  observe  that 
many  prisoners  were  there ;  they  are  always  so 
numerous  in  the  yard,  that  one  might  not  observe 
whether  there  was  a  erowd  or  not ;  I  heard  no 
bar  breaking  the  wall ;  went  into  my  own  yard, 
Nos,  1  and  3;  the  prisoners  were  almost  all  in. 
I  heard  the  alarm-bell,  upon  which  I  walked  up 
to  the  railings,  and  saw  the  soldiers  firing  on  the 
prisoners ;  could  not  tell  the  number  of  the  sol- 
diers, but  the  yard  appeared  to  be  full ;  it  appeared 
to  me.  from  the  number  of  muskets  I  heard,  that 
the  whole  regiment  must  have  fired  several  vol- 
leys. I  went  behind  the  cook  house,  and  heard 
the  balls  flying  in  all  directions ;  the  prisoners 
rah  op  to  the  railings  from  curiosity ;  was  not 
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near  eooogh  to  hear  an  order  to  fire.;  after  firinff 
a  few  Toliefs,  thev  opened  the  gates,  and  charged 
the  prisoners  in  the  yard,  and,  after  thev  were  in 
their  prisons,  they  nred  in ;  i  heard  that  shots 
were  fired  into  No.  3 — into  the  door;  saw  no 
stones  thrown  oat  of  No.  3 ;  saw  only  one  stone 
thrown  into  the  square ;  the  firing  apneared  to 
me  to  last  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  I  heard  a 
noise  among  the  prisoners,  but  no  particular 
shouting  or  cheering ;  saw  the  greater  part  of  the 
prisoners  run ;  after  the  first  fire,  erery  man  se- 
cured himself  as  well  as  be  could ;  there  appeared 
no  interval  in  the  firing;  it  continued  all  the 
wbilcj  until  the  soldiers  opened  the  C[ates  and 
went  into  the  yard.  I  knew  of  no  intention  what* 
ever  among  the  prisoners  to  break  out ;  we  were 
then  daily  expecting  cartels. 

Nid  McKvnnon,  prisoner,  being  sworn,  savs : 
I  was  in  the  yara  No.  7  before  the  alarm*DeU 
rang.  I  saw  some  men  making  a  breach  in  the 
wall.  At  first,  there  were  only  three  or  four,  but 
afterwards  they  increased  to  about  twenty  or 
twenty-five,  standing  round.  I  can  ascribe  this 
conduct  to  nothing  but  mere  wantonness;  can 
ascribe  it  to  no  other  motive.  I  staid  till  the  hole 
was  made,  and  they  began  to  throw  things  at  the 
sentry.  I  saw  the  sentry  put  his  bayonet  through 
as  a  warning;  he  desired  them  several  times  to 
go  away.  I  belong  to  another  prison.  I  came  to 
the  gate.  I  heard  the  alarm-bell  rin^  before  I  came. 
I  saw  a  turnkey  looking  in  the  direction  of  the 
breach,  and,  expecting  that  the  military  would 
be  called  out,  I  went  to  gate  No.  4.  I  remained 
there  a  considerable  time,  until  the  troops  ware 
drawn  up  in  line ;  they  then  charged.  I  could 
see  into  the  market  square.  I  saw  the  prisoners 
between  the  railings,  and  the  soldiers  in  front  of 
No.  4  gate.  My  attention  was  engrossed  by  what 
was  before  me,  and  I  did  not  observe  how  many 
there  were  to  my  right  at  No.  1  gate.  I  heard  an 
order  given  to  charge  and  fire,  but  do  not  know 
by  whom.  At  this  time  the  prisoners  were  dar- 
ing the  military,  but  not  expecting  they  really 
would  hurt  them.  Cannot  say  I  saw  any  stones 
thrown.  I  saw  the  first  fire,  but  did  not  observe 
the  elevation  of  the  muskets.  The  prisoners  re- 
treated after  the  first  fire^  but  I  heard  them  shout- 
ing and  rallying— cheering  each  other — and  I 
think  I  heard  them  agaia  dare  the  soldiers  to  fire. 
I  heard  several  say  they  thought  they  were  blank 
cartridges ;  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion.  I  went  down 
towards  my  prison,  and  was  told  on  the  way  that 
Haywood  was  killed.  I  went  to  see,  and  saw  a 
black  man  lying  within  the  inner  eate  of  No.  4. 
I  then  went  up  to  the  gate  to  speak  to  Captain 
Shortland.  The  turnkey  let  me  through,  and  I 
told  Captain  Shortland  that  a  man  was  killed) 
and  begged  him  to  make  the  firing  cease,  and  not 
to  be  wasting  the  lives  of  the  prisoners.  He  told 
me  to  go  to  my  prison.  I  spoke  to  the  ofiicer 
apparently  commanding  the  guard  to  the  same 
purport,  who  said  there  should  be  a  truce  if  the 
prisoners  would  go  to  their  prisons.  Captain 
Shortland  knew  me  personally.  I  was  goioff  to 
No.  1  gate,  and  saw  several  persons  at  the  door 
of  the  receiving  house,  with  two  or  three  wounded 


men.  One  of  these  persons  was  drunk,  and  abused 
the  soldiers,  who  diet  not  appear  to  attend  to  him  so 
much  as  they  might,  had  he  been  sober.  I  went 
down  to  No.  4  yard.  While  going  down  the 
yard,  a  volley  was  fired  into  it  by  the  soldiers  in 
the  market  square.  There  were  many  prisoners 
then  in  the  yard.  I  did  not  see  more  than  one 
line  of  military  in  the  square ;  it  was  two  deep, 
and  extended  almost  across.  Was  going  up  the 
yard,  when  I  met  a  party  of  military  with  an  offi- 
cer, driving  along  four  or  five  prisoners,  i  went 
up  to  the  officer,  (who  I  understood  afterwards 
was  Major  Jollifl^)  and  remonstrated  with  him  on 
the  harsh  treatment  the  prisoners  were  receiving. 
He  put  his  fist  in  my  face,  and  swore  "by  God, 
they  would  not  trifled  with  any  longer  by  us,^ 
([the  prisoners.)  I  was  then  driven  with  the  rest 
into  No.  4.  the  sergeant  having  his  halbert  close 
to  one  of  the  prisoners,  and  the  soldiers  their  bay- 
onets charged.  I  entered  the  prison  with  my  face 
to  the  soldiers,  until  I  was  so  far  that  I  thouffht 
I  was  safe,  when  I  turned  my  back,  and  at  tSat 
moment  a  musket  was  fired  close  to  me,  whichr 
wounded  a  little  boy,  who  screamed  and  dropped 
down:, he  died  thie  next  day.  There  were  no 
stones  thrown  out  when  the  shot  was  fired,  nor 
any  insulting  language  used  towards  the  soldiers^ 
The  prisoners  were  crowding  round  the  door,  not 
being  able  to  get  in  fast  enough,  but  there  was 
no  tumult  amdng  them.  Heara  no  order  to  fire 
the  shot.  I  heard  the  report  near  me.  The  doors 
were  then  locked  up.  I  have  not  the  least  belief 
that  there  was  any  concert  or  intention  among 
the  prisoners  to  break  out.  I  did  not  know  the 
arms  were  kept  in  the  barrack  yard,  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve it  was  generally  known  among  the  prison- 
ers. I  think  the  breach  and  the  breaking  of  the 
gate  were  only  acts  of  wantonness,  like  throwing 
turf  at  each  other.  There  was  a  good  under- 
standing between  the  prisoners  and  the  soldiers, 
particularly  the  Derby  militia;  they  used  to  be  of 
assistanee  to  them  when  the  markets  were  stopped. 
The  Somerset  regiment  was  not  up  to  so  much 
as  the  Derby.  I  think  the  sentries  were  removed 
from  the  yard  to  prevent  communication  with 
the  priaoners,  not  through  any  fear  of  them.  If 
there  had  been  any  concert,  they  wquld  have  made 
some  preparations ;  but  there  did  not  appear  any 
among  them,  as  the  gambling  tables  were  not 
removed  from  where  they  usually  were.  I  have 
since  seen  some  who  broke  the  wall,  who  have 
expressed  sorrow  for  what  they  had  done,  from 
the  consequences  resulting  from  it,  but  declared 
they  had  no  intention  to  escape. 

Prancu  Jooeph  and  iXsnry  Allen,  the  two  re- 
maining of  the  committee,  knew  nothing  of  their 
own  knowledge,  and  were,  therefore,  not  exam- 
ined. 

John  G,  Oatchell,  prisoner,  being  sworn,  says : 
I  belong  to  No.  7  prison.  On  the  6th  of  April, 
between  six  and  seven  in  the  afternoon,  while 
walking  in  that  yard,  I  heard  a  report  that  some 
boys  were  making  a  hole  in  the  wall.  Being  in 
the  yard  abreast  of  the  market  square,  I  saw 
Captain  Shortland  coming  down  the  market 
square  fit  the  head  of  a  party  of  soldiers ;  they 
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wtre  foriBed  in  •  liac,  aod  began  to  fire  iminedi* 
ately.  I  did  not  fee  aoy  prisooers  then  ia  tke 
square ;  a  few  were  between  me  and  the  railing. 
I  could  have  seen  any  who  mis^t  bare  been  in 
the  pqnare.  I  saw  no  charge  o?  the  bayonet.  I 
heard  an  order  to  fire,  but  do  not  know  by  whom; 
at  the  first  voiiey  one  man  fell  aboat  fonr  yards 
from  me.  I  went  to  him,  and  aslced  what  was 
the  matter;  he  said  he  was  woanded  in  the 
breast,  bat  I  did  not  beJie^e  it,  thinking  it  impos* 
sible,  till  I  felt  it.  I  called  assistanee,  sad  was 
trying  te  g^i  him  to  the  receiving  boose,  when 
Captain  Sfadrtland  entered  No.  7  gate  with  two 
soldiers,  and  said  something  which  indneed  the 
two  others  to  ran  away  and  leare  the  wosnded 
man  with^  me ;  upon  which,  Captain  Shortiand, 
seeing  I  did  not  run,  said,  ^  Kill  the  damned  ra»* 
«al  i^  the  soldiers  charged  on  me,  and  a  bayoaet 
pierced  my  clothes  and  skin,  going  in  aboot  a 
quarter  of  an  inch*  I  was  then  forced  to  leave 
the  woanded  man  and  ran,  when  a  soldier  fol* 
lowed  me ;  and  Captain  Shottlaad,  aiging  ban 
on,  repeated  several  timis  ^KiU  the  damned  raa* 
eal."  While  nmniBg  on  I  waa  prickei  three 
times,  aqd  shoold  have  been  killed,  bat,  stepping 
aside,  the  bayonet  ran  natder  my  arm;  and  the 
soldier,  with  the  for<se  of  the  throst,  fell  on  his 
knees,  by  which  means  I  escaped  into  the  prison. 
There  ate  foor  doors  to  No.  7  prison ;  all  bat  one 
were  shat,  which  eae  wav  exposed  to  the  fire ; 
all  the  prisoners  were  crowding  to  one  door ;  the 
door  leu  open  was  the  one  which  was  usually  so; 
bat  the  doors  were  shnt,  I  think,  sooner  than 
asaal,  and  the  prisoners  were  trying  to  get  in  at 
the  shat  doors ;  the  prisoneia  being  panned  by 
the  soldiers,  all  crowded  to  ooedoor,  one  over  the 
other,  and,  beiag  aoatde  to  get  in  fast  eaoogh, 
Were  woanded  by  the  bayoocta  of  the  sddien 
pr^toing  behind.  While  getting  in  No.  7, 1  saw 
Captain  Shortland  rnnning  down  tiie  yard  to^ 
wards  No.  5  with  the  soidieis,  and  heard  him 
order  them  to  fire;  am  qnite  sore  I  beavd  him 
order  them  to  fire ;  he  was  facing  me  at  the  time; 
was  rnnning  towards  No.  5,  and  ordering  them 
to  fire  as  they  ran,  which  they  did ;  cannot  posi- 
tively say  he  had  arms  in  his  hands  whe«  com- 
ing down  the  yard.  I  did  not  see  that  the.so^ 
diers  hesitated  to  fire  when  ordered ;  they  did  fire. 
Never  had  any  peraooal  altercation  or  difficulty 
with  Captain  Shortland ;  never  spoke  to  him,  nor 
been  spoken  to  by  him.  Do  not  think  there  wa» 
any  intention  to  break  oat.  The  firing  in  the 
yard  ^as  after  that  in  the  marhet  aqaare ;  two 
soldiers  came  in  the  cate  abreaat  of  Captain 
Shortland,  but  many  ftllowed  lHti^->thirty  or 
forty,  perhaps.  After  the  soldiers  were  in  the 
yard|  those  on  the  rmnparts  did  not  fire.  There 
were  aboat  forty  or  fifty  shots  by  those  in  the 
yard.  While  the  prisoners  were  rnnning  to  No. 
7,  they  were  cut  on  by  a  cross-fire  irora  the  ram- 
parts; (he  pointed  to  the  place  where  he  was 
wounded  in  the  back,)  was  told  by  others  my 
wound  was  a  quafter  of  an  inch  deep;  it  swelled 
op  considerably,  and  was  very  sore,  as  was  the 
ease  with  all  three  wounds;  was  never  under  any 
ef  the  snrgeons  or  surgeons'  mates. 


Andrew  Pavu,  prisoner,  being  sworn,  says: 
I  belong  to  No.  3  prison.  I  was  at  the  benom  of 
No.  3  yard  on  the  evesittg  of  the  6tb,  jasi  befort, 
cDuntiag  in  time,  the  horn  had  sounded.  Go  the 
first  report  of  muskets,  the  prisoners  said  they 
were  blank  cartridges.  I  went  up  co  No.'l  gmte. 
When  I  got  there,  five  or  six  men  were  brin^Dg 
a  man  who  appeared  to  be  badly  wauaded  into 
the  market  square ;  they  had  brought  him  inaid« 
the  inner  gate  next  the  square.  I  heatd  Captain 
Shortland  ord^r  them  to  let  go  the  woanded  nmn. 
One  of  them  remonstrated  against  it,  and  Cap- 
tain Shortkad  struck  him  with  his  fist.  The  man 
then  went  outside  of  the  gate  into  the  passage 
between  the  two  gates,  and  said  to  Captaia  Short- 
lead,  '^  Yoo'll  recfrfkct  yon  have  strack  me  twice, 
and  rii  have  satisfaction  for  It.**  Captain  Short- 
land  told  him  to  (p>  into  the  priaoB,  or  he  woald 
order  the  men  to  fire  on  hiaik.  I  then  went  down 
lo  No.  1  prison,  and  saw  no  more.  The  soldiers 
were  drawn  up  in  the  sqocre  when  lie  wounded 
man  was  there,  and  Captaia  Shortland  in  front 
of  them,  it  was  abont  ten  minutes  or  a  qoarie^ 
of  an  hour  after  the  firing  began  that  the  abore 
timnsaetion  took  plaoe.  One  or  tiro  volleys  were 
fired  after  that. 

John  Odwrm,  prisoner  being  sworn :  (His  evi- 
dence before  the  ooroaer  being  read  to  him,  said 
he  had  no  correction  to  make  in  it,  other  than  il 
was  possible  chat  there  ttughi  have  been  some  few 

grisoners  in  the  square,  bat  there  were  no  aotn* 
ers  of  them,  previoaslv  to  the  drawiM  up  of  the 
soldiers  in  the  sqoare.)  I  stood  oa  tSe  steps  at 
the  eook-house  in  the  market  square.  I  eoold  see 
the  whole  of  what  was  passing*  in  the  square. 
The  gate  was  burst  about  the  same  momeaf  the 
soldiers  were  firing  oUiquei y  to  the  leflt,  after  tbey 
were  drawn  up  in  line.  The  prisoners  rushed  in 
immediately,  but  not  violently.  I  heard  an  order 
to  fire,  which  was  from  Ctpf^i^  Shortland,  as 
aear  as  I  can  judge  of  any  raaa  wiro  had  his  back 
to  me :  it  was  io  Qiptein  Shortland^s  roice.  He 
was  aboot  oae  hanared  feet  from  me.  I  am  as 
positive  as  I  can  be  under  such  cireomstanees 
that  the  order  came  from  him,  Oipuin  Short- 
land  appeared  to  be  in  a  great  passion  when  en* 
tertng  the  square :  he  laoEed  very  red,  and  spoke 
loud.  I  am  confident  there  was  no  disposition  to 
break  oat.  There  was  verf  little  iaierval  of  time 
between  the  marching  of"^  the  soldiers  into  the 
square  and  the  soandinf  of  the  horn  for  turning 
ia ;  the  horn  was  fimt ;  the  alarm-bifi  raag  nearly 
at  the  same  time  that  the  soldiers  entered  the 
sqaare.  The  prisoners  generally  conceived  that 
there  was  a  tardiness  in  Mr*  Beasley^  fitting  out 
ships,  and  there  was  discontent  among  them 
agaiast  him,  but  no  complaint  against  the  Amer- 
lean  or  British  Qovernments. 

Gerard  Smif/k,  prisoner,  being  sworn,  says: 
I  was  in  the  market  sqoare  with  Captain  Odiorne, 
who  requested  me  to  stay,  after  the  horn  was 
sounded,  till  th^  wagon  was  unloaded.  I  told  bim 
my  prison  would  be  shut,  as  the  horn  had  sound- 
ed, and  I  would  be  shut  ont,  and  I  thought  I  had 
better  go.  I  did  stay  several  minutes  longer. 
Seeing  the  prisoners  nearly  all  iO)  I  said  1  mast 
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go.  I  saw  Arnold  eomvag  up  the  sqsAre,  ■nd 
•aw  alao  Captain  Bhortland  by  himself  close  to 
the  wagpo.  The  eaptaia  asked  Arnold  whether 
the  prbooers  were  all  in.  Arnold  said,  '^Sir, 
thev  have  got  two  holes  in  .the  wall."  Captain 
said,  *^  Damn  yon,  why  did  yon  not  let  me  know 
that  before  ?-*go  and  ring  the  bell."  I  toraed  from 
Odiorne,  bade  him  good  night,  and  went  down  to 
the  gales,  whieh  were  alt  closed,  and  I  was  ob- 
liged to  get  otrer  the  railing.  When  I  got  orer, 
I  saw  no  tamolt  .among  the  prisaners.  One  man 
told  me  that  some  boys  hM  taken  some  stones 
oot  of  the  wall,  and  wondered  what  it  could  be 
for.  "  I  do  not  know,"  said  I,  '^  bttt  I  suppose  it 
is  through  mischief." 

Robert  Johman,  prisoner,  being  sworn,  says : 
I  know  Qatehell;  I  was  at  the  gate  No,  7  when 
Capt.  Shortland  spoke  to  him ;  I  ran  directly  upto 
the  gate  fromf  No.  5 ;  at  the  first  firing  a  wounded 
man  kiy  about  fire  or  six  yards  from  the  gate,  on 
take  prison  side ;  GhncheU  aad  two  or  three  others 
eaAie  op  to  take  him,  as  I  suppose,  to  the  lecetr* 
ing  boBse;  when  he  got  info  the  passage  betweea 
the  railings,  Captain  Shortland  oame  in  with  two 
or  three  soldiers,  and  t<dd  them  to  go  back,  or  hi 
wonld  kill  them;  the  soldiers  followed;  in  rnsk^ 
ing  in,  Captain  Shortlsndd  stumbled  orer  the 
woitfided  man ;  Qatehell  did  not  go  away  imme* 
diaftely;  Captain  Shortland  otdered  the  soldiers 
to  chaise  on  him ;  one  did  charge  on  him,  and 
attother  on  me ;  I  then  made  my  escape  into  the 
prison;  I  am  ^ntte  sure  Captain  Shortland  or* 
dered  the  soldiers  to  ehaige;  this  was  after  the 
firing  in  the  market  square.  At  the  first  fire  I 
was  m  my  berth ;  had  no  idea  that  there  would 
be  any  dfistorbance,  or  that  the  military  were 
firing  with  ball.  I  heard  no  arbusiTe  language 
from  Captain  Shortland. 

JamtM  N,  Buti^dd^  prisoner,  being  sworU) 
sa^s :  I  was  present  all  the  time  the  breach  was 
betag  made,  but  was  not  one  of  those  who  did 
nake  it ;  t  had  no  idea  it  was  for  the  pvpose  of 
making  their  escape,  but  supposed  it  was  through 
mere  mischief ;  there  were  about  twenty  or  twenty- 
fire  prisoners  round  it ;  they  began  in  the  mora-* 
ing ;  1  was  there  when  the  sentinel  told  them  to 
go  away,  or  he  would  fire;  they  set  up  a  laugh, 
and  drew  back  after  he  put  his  bayonet  through 
the  hole,  forming  a  circle  of  fifteen  or  twenty- 
fire  feet  from  the  wall ;  at  that  time  there  wiere 
not  mere  than  twenty-fire  or  thirty  people,  but 
aflerwards  they  ran  frod  alt  quarters  to  see  the 
hole,  hearing  'the  others  at  it  laughing;  they 
knew  nothing  of  it  before ;  I  went  towards  the 
gate  when  I  heard  the  first  fire,  whieh  I  supposed 
was  with  blank  cartridges,  unul  I  heard  the  balls 
whistle ;  do  not  suppose  a  man  in  the  yard  knew 
there  were  arms  ia  the  barrack  yard. 
Adjourned  imtil  to-morrow,  8  o'clock. 

Dartmoor,  Sunday^  April  23, 1815. 
Met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  st  8  o'clock. 
Present :  Paul  Treby  Trebr.  Esq.,  oae  of  the 
rai^strates  for  the  county  of  Der on. 

nUliam  Clement$^  prisoner,  being  sworn,  says: 


I  w^  most  of  the  erening  at  prison  No.  1,  amd 
towards  the  close  of  the  erening  was  going  to 
my  owa  prison,  No.  7;  I  saw  about  twenty  or 
thirty  prisoners  gathered  round  the  wall  of  No. 
7,  ilnd  considered  they  were  gambling ;  going  up 
to  it,  saw  dirt  about  a  breach  in  the  wall,  and 
then  sereral  took  up  stones  and  threw  them  at  it, 
in  Older  to  force  it  through.  I  went  down  the 
yard,  aiHl  oame  up  again^  at  which  time  they 
were  still  throwing  against  the  breach ;  they 
made  a  hole;  I  then  saw  Captain  Shortland 
conse  up  to  it  with  sbme  soldiers  on  the  other 
side ;  he  spoke  though  the  hole,  asking  what  they 
did  it  for;  a  number  answered  they  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it,  aad  some  said  thev  dag  it  for  amuse- 
ment; Captain  Shortland  said,  if  they  did  net 
dispone,  he  would  be  obliged  to  fire  upon  them  j 
he  then  went  away;  they  then  dispersed  and 
some  who  were  digging  went  into  their  priseoss ; 
I  heard  no  insiMng  knguage  to  Captain  Short* 
land ;  the  hole  was  then  large  enengh  for  a  maa 
to  get  tbroogh ;  saw  none  attempt  to  geit  through; 
I  considered  the  digging  of  the  hole  was  merely 
throtigh  mischief;  a  number  of  small  places  had 
been  dug  in  the  wall  in  the  coarse  ol  the  day ;  a 
great  maay  prisoacrs  were  in  the  yard  No.  7— 
more,  perhaps,  than  usual,  it  being  so  fine  an 
ereniog;  I  went  towards  my  own  prison,  and 
foand  all  the  doors  but  one  shut ;  I  hesrd  a  great 
noise  at  the  top  of  the  yard,  and  went  towards 
the  gates;  heard  maay  ery  out  "keeno;"  keefU) 
is  said  among  the  prisoners  when  anything  falls, 
eren  in  the  prison ;  many  cry  it  out  when  they 
do  not  know  what  is  the  matter ;  I  suppose  there 
were  about  forty  or  fifty  soldiers  tnen  in  the 
market  square,  drawn  up  on  one  fcide ;  the  pris* 
•ners  were  going  througn  at  No.  1  gate ;  the  soU 
diers  came  down  to  the  charge,  and  then  drew 
back ;  the  prisoners  were  not  so  numerous  as  the 
soldiers;  I  ssqp^ose  there  might  be  thirty  prison- 
ers in  the  square :  thev  made  no  opposition ;  some 
of  them  appeared  to  be  in  liquor;  the  prisoners 
are  not  permitted  to  be  in  the  market  square;  the 

fates  were  locked;  when  the  prisoners  were 
riren  through  the  gate,  the  soldiers  fired ;  they 
fired  into  No.  1  gate.  I  heard  no  order  to  fire; 
was  not  in  a  situation  to  hear  It;  the  soldiers  fired 
right  iota  eke  gates;  did  not  obserre  how  the 
muskets  were  lerelled  the  first  fire :  I  considered 
they  fired  with  blank  cartridges  nrst;  this  was 
into  No.  1  gate^  and  there  were  only  a  few  shots, 
bat  afterwards  a  roUey ;  I  saw  a  man  fall  at  No. 
1  gate,  when  I,  with  others,  attempted  to  remore 
hirn^  when  another  rolley  was  fired  in ;  put  him 
behind  the  wall ;  he  said  he  was  wounded  in  the 
breast;  we  nut  our  bands  there,  hot  felt  nothing; 
he  soon  died,  and  then  we  found  the  ball  had  en^' 
tered  hia  head.  At  the  time  of  the  first  fire  I 
heard  no  abuse  (Vom  the  prisoners,  nor  saw  any 
stones  thrown  during  the  whole  time ;  there  was 
some  turf  inside  the  square,  whieh  I  thought  had 
been  brought  in  by  the  people  who  had  the  libeT'' 
ty  of  the  square ;  after  the  first  fire  the  prisoners 
did  not  rally  or  cheer,  bat  were  eager  to  get  into 
their  prisons;  I  cannot  say  why  so  many  of  the 
inrisoners  were  out  at  the  time;  I  did  not  bear  the 
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alann  bell ;  a  number  of  prisoners  knew  nothing 
of  it  till  they  heard  the  reports  of  the  muskets } 
saw  aa  officer  with  the  soldiers ;  the  officer  was 
the  first  man  who  entered  No.  7  )rard ;  it  was  not 
Captain  Shortland ;  I  saw  Captain  Shortland  in 
the  yard,  but  whether  it  was  he  or  the  other  offi- 
cer who  first  came  in  I  do  not  know ;  I  saw  an 
officer  having  hold  of  a  prisoner  by  the  collar, 
and  strike  him  with  a  sword  once  or  twice;  he 
made  no  attempt  to  stab  him ;  I  then  went  into 
No.  7,  and  saw  nothing  more.  There  was  no  par- 
ticular uneasiness  among  the  prisoners,  at  not  be- 
ing released,  only  talking  about  it,  and  saying 
they  thought  it  hard;  but  they  were  as  obedient 
to  the  orders  and  regulations  of  the  prison  as  be- 
fore the  account  of  the  ratification. 

Jchn&ibbard,  prisoner,  being  sworn,  says:  I 
was  carrying  a  wounded  man  to  the  hospital; 
Captain  Shortland  came  up  to  me,  (I  was  then 
about  half  way  up  the  market  square ;)  he  order- 
ed me  to  drop  the  man ;  I  told  him  I  should  not, 
for  he  was  a  dead  man,  and  I  wanted  to  take  him 
to  the  hospital ;  he  gave  me  a  crack  on  the  neck 
with  his  fist,  and  ordered  the  soldiers  to  charge 
on  us;  I  then  wept  back  directly,  as  the  soldiers 
were  running  towards  me,  and  ran  in ;  they  did 
not  follow  us  any  distance ;  they  halted  as  soon 
as  we  ran ;  when  I  got  in  I  called  to  Captain 
Shortland,  and  told  him,  *' You  will  recollect,  sir. 


not  threaten  him  that  I  would  have  satisfaction  of 
him.  I  do  not  know  any  of  the  men  who  were 
with  me,  helping  to  uke  the  dead  man ;  there 
were  about  four  or  five;  the  soldiers  at  this  time 
were  drawn  up  across  the  square;  there  had  been 
much  firing  before  this ;  I  saw  the  soldiers  fire 
into  No.  3,  after  (he  prisoners  were  in;  I  was 
standing  close  to  the  door ;  I  belong  to  that  prison, 
and  mess  close  to  the  door ;  there  were  eighteen 
or  twenty  soldiers  at  the  door,  but  do  not  know 
whether  they  all  fired;  I  saw  the  muskets  level- 
led ;  seven  or  eight  shots  struck  the  stairs,  and 
some  went  to  the  other  side  of  the  prison ;  at  this 
time  there  were  five  or  six  prisoners  going  in  at 
the  door;  one  got  wounded  on  the  step;  I  did  not 
see  any  stones  thrown  out,  but  heard  afterwards 
there  was  one  thrown  out 

Homer  ITtt^.— (His  evidence  before  the  coroner 
being  read  to  him,  he  said  it  was  correct.)  I  am 
sure  I  heard  Captain  Shortland  ffive  orders  to 
fire;  I  was  then  about  thirty  or  jforty  feet  from 
him,  near  gate  No.  4,  under  the  platform ;  he  was 
then  facing  me;  the  first  fire  was  a  volley;  there 
were  no  straggling  guns  preceded  the  volley ;  they 
fired  immediately  after  they  got  the  word;  there 
was  no  hesitation.  I  do  not  think  there  were 
more  than  three  or  four  prisoners  in  the  market 
square,  in  front  of  the  soldiers,  at  the  time  of  the 
first  fire;  thev  had  retreated  through  the  gate, 
and  shut  it  after  them. 

James  BeeteSj  prisoner,  being  sworn,  says:  I 
belong  to  prison  No.  1.  I  was  rather  groggy  that 
evening.  I  saw  a  mulatto  man,  who  was  groggy, 
break  the  chain  which  fastened  the  gate  No.  1, 


with  a  bar  like  a  crowbar ;  the  bar  was  flat  and 
thick,  something  like  a  chisel,  about  two  feet 
long ;  the  alarm  bell  itras  ringing  at  the  time  he 
was  breaking  the  chain,  before  the  gate   was 
broken  open.    I  suppose  there  were  as  many  as 
fifty  persons  around  the  gate;  the  pressure  they 
made  parted  the  gate  sooner.  As  soon  as  the  gate 
was  open,  a  great  manv  rushed  through  into  the 
square;  there  were  about  twelve  or  thirteea; 
there  were  a  great  many  between  the  two  rail- 
ings; they  were  all  hallooing  and  making  a  noise. 
I  went  out  into  the  square ;  i  was  tipsy,  or  I  sup- 
pose I  should  not  have  done  it.  I  saw  the  soldiers 
coming  down;  they  chareed  upon  us  immedi- 
ately, and  I  then  went  back  directly.     I  wu 
pricked.    Host  my  hat,  and  went  to  pick  it  up, 
when  I  was  pricked  again.  I  went  back  with  my 
face  to  them ;  some  turned  their  backs ;  bat  I  stood 
a  little  more  upon  soing  back  than  I  should  have 
done  had  I  been  sober.    I  received  two  pricks  in 
the  breast,  and  two  in  the  arm.    We  shot  the 
gate  as  soon  as  we  could.    Captain  Shortland 
was  abreast  of  the  gate  No.  1,  in  front  of  the  sol- 
diers.   I  am  pretty  sure  he  was  in  front  of  them. 
I  heard  him  sing  out  ''  fire"  twice ;  heard  him 
order  both  to  charge  and  fire;  can  swear  I  heard 
him  order  to  fire  twice;  think  Captain  Shortland 
was  in  front  of  the  soldiers;  cannot  say  how  he 
escaped  being  shot  more  than  myself.    I  heard 
no  shouting  among  the  prisoners  after  the  firing. 
After  we  were  inside  No.  1  prison,  I  watched  an 
opportunity,  being  mad  at  beinff  pricked,  and 
flung  a  stone  myself  out  at  the  soldiers;  the  sol- 
diers had  flred  into  the  prison  before  I  did  so.    I 
saw  no  stones  thrown,  nor  heard  any  abuse  after 
the  charge  and  before  the  firing;  but,  after  the 
firing,  the  prisoners  ran  into  the  yard,  and  sung 
out  '*  fire,  and  be  damned,"  and  dared  them.  Icried 
out  "  fire,  and  be  damned,"  which  I  did  because 
I  was  Biad  at  being  pricked  for  nothing,  as  I 
thouffht.    Mr.  Msgrath,  tfie  surgeon,  spoke  to  us, 
and  desired  us  to  go  back  ;  he  said,  if  any  blame 
was  to  be  attributed  to  anybody  that  we  were  not 
sent  home,  it  was  not  owing  to  Captain  Short- 
land  or  the  English  Government,  but  to  Mr. 
Beasley.    Some  did  go  back  in  consequence,  and 
if  I  had  been  sobcar  I  should  probably  have  done 
so  too.    This  was  before  any  soldiers  were  in  the 
square. 

WUUam  MUckM^  prisoner,  being  sworn,  says: 
I  belonged  to  No.  1 ;  was  walking  in  the  yard,  as 
were  a  great  many  more,  it  being  very  fine;  did 
not  know  anything  particular  was  going  on.  I 
saw  Nichols,  the  turnkey,  running  down,  and 
a  great  many  prisoners  with  him  singing  out 
^  keeno ;"  they  ran  out  of  curiosity,  to  see  what 
was  the  matter ;  I  did  not  know  what  was  the 
matter.  About  this  time  I  heard  first  a  single 
musket,  and  afterwards  a  volley,  and  then  more. 
I  asked  what  was  the  matter  ?  And  was  told  some 
boys  had  made  a  hole  in  the  wall  of  No.  7  yard. 
I  said,  '^  what  do  they  fire  here  for?"  I  went  and 
helped  to  shut  the  inner  gate  of  No.  1,  and  said  we 
had  no  business  with  soldiers  there.  There  were 
hot  above  thirty  prisoners  there  at  that  time.  The 
soldiers  came  in.    I  saw  two  officers,  and  spoke 
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to  one,  and  asked  him  w|iy  he  fired  Upon  people 
who  made  no  resistance  1  He  told  me  he  had 
been  throagh  the  hole  in  the  wall  himself.  Gap- 
tain  Sbortland  told  the  prisoners  to  go  to  their 
prisons.  The  soldiers  came,  io,  charjged  them  to 
their  priaons,  and  wounded  severaL  I  did  not 
hear  tne  horn  or  the  alarm  bell.  The  prisoners 
do  not  usually  go  in  when  the  horn  first  sounds, 
till  the  turnkeys  come  down  and  tell  them  to  turn 
in ;  they  first  go  and  lock  three  doors,  and  after- 
wards the  fourth  and  last. 

Cfeorge  CluLHacimb,  being  sworn,  says :  I  am 
a  carter,  belonging  to  the  prison  establishment. 
I  went  to  Plymouth  on  the  6th  of  April  with 
a  letter;  I  overtook  a  man  named  Koberts  on 
the  road,  who  had  been  released  from  prison 
that  morning  3  he  told  me  his  name  was  Roberts. 
I  entered  into  conversation  with  him ;  he  said  he 
was  glad  be  was  released^  for  he  thought  that  in 
afewdaysan  attempt  would  be  made  to  break 
out  of  prison.  I  asked  him  how  it  would  be  done? 
He  said  there  was  talk  among  the  ringleaders 
that  it  should  be  at  the  time  the  bread  wagons 
went  in.  when  the  iron  gates  were  open,  and  he 
feared  tne  consequences  would  be  very  great ;  he 
said  that  Slater  and  Jack  Crandall  were  ring* 
leaders  of  the  whole.  I  did  not  mention  this  at 
Plymouth.  It  was  ten  o'clock  at  night  when  I 
returned,  and  then  the  afiair  at  the  prison  had 
happened.  Next  mornioff  I  told  the  chief  clerk, 
Mr.  Holmden,  what  I  had  heard,  and  advised  him 
not  to  keep  both  gates  open  at  once.  (There  are 
on  the  books  two  such  names  as  Slater  and  Cran- 
dall.) 

Lot  Davis,  prisoner,  of  No.  5  prison,  being 
sworn,  says :  I  was  walking  about  half  way  be- 
tween the  hole  and  the  gate.  The  cook-house  of 
No.  6  was,  I  thought,  the  only  safe  place  from 
the  firing  $  I  tried  to  get  into  No.  5,  bat  could  not, 
and  remained  in  the  eook*house  until  next  morn- 
ing. I  heard  scattering  guns  firing  after  the  pris* 
oners  were  all  running  away,  as  if  fired  at  single 
persons  crossing  the  yard. 

Samuel  Beat,  inmkty,  being  sworn,  says:  On 
opening  the  door  from  the  raiung  towards  the  re- 
ceiving honse,  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  April, 
about  half-past  seven  o'clock^  a  prisoner  said  to 
me,  ^  Well,  turnkey,  how  did  you  like  the  keeno 
yesterday  ?"  I  told  him  I  did  not  know  anything 
of  it,  having  been  away ;  but,  from  what  I  heard, 
they  bad  acted  very  improperly ;  he  said,  "damn 
you,  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  we  can  have  all  the 
bloody  walls  down."  I  turned  round,  and  the 
conversation  ended.  No  other  prisoners  joined 
io  theie  expressions;  several  were  round,  waiting 
to  go  into  the  receiving  house.  On  the  6th  inst., 
in  the  evening,  when  all  was  quiet  after  the  afiray, 
Mr.  Mercer,  who  assisted  in  the  dispensary,  said 
he  hoped  the  prisoners  would  not  attempt  any- 
thing again ;  I  replied,  it  would  be  quite  madness, 
as  they  were  unarmed,  and  hoped  they  would  be 
reconciled.  He  said  it  might  be  difierent  if  they 
were  to  make  another  attempt,  as  they  would  not 
be  taken  by  surprise  again ;  and  intimated,  as  I 
understood,  that  they  had  upwards  of  three  nund- 
red  pistols  and  five  hundred  files,  which  I  under- 


stood were  sharp  and  fastened  on  pieces  of  wood, 
and  enough  gunpowder  to  blow  up  the  walls.  I 
heard  the  next  day  a  prisoner  say,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  wall,  if  thev  could  have  got  one  hund- 
red muskets,  thev  would  have  been  better  pleased, 
or  would  have  oone  better,  or  something  to  that 
effect. 

David  Spenoa  Warren^  prisoner,  being  sworn. 
(His  evidence  before  the  coroner  was  read  to 
him,  and  he  said  it  was  all  true,  and  that  he  had 
nothing  to  correct.)  I  was  within  seven  or  ei^ ht 
feet  of  Captain  Sbortland  when  I  heard  him  give 
orders  to  are ;  I  wes  inside  my  own  prisoniyard, 
and  Captain  Sbortland  was  close  to  the  gate ; 
that  was  the  first  firing  I  heard;  there  had  bee>i 
none  before.  Soldiers  had  broken  up  their  line 
when  Captain  Shortland  led  them  into  the  prison 
yard.  CaptainShof  tland  was  at  the  head  ofthem, 
in  front  of  them  all,  when  I  heard  him  tell  the  men 
to  fire.  They  did  not  fire  the  first  time  he  said 
'^fire;''  it  was  about  a  minute  afterwards  before 
they  fired.  He  said  ^^fire"  three  times;  the  last 
time  he  caught  hold  of  a  musket,  and  turned  it  to* 
wards  a  man  standing  opposite  him,  sayings  ^  Grod 
damn  you,  fire."  I  canpot  swear  that  that  musket 
was  fired.  The  firing  commenced  at  first  by  one 
musket,  then  two,  and  afterwards  a  general  are.  I 
am  sure  the  firing  did  not  begin  by  a  volley.  I 
am  sure  what  I  state  is  true.  There  had  been  no 
firing  before  I  saw  Captain  Shortland  take  hold 
of  the  musket ;  I  had  heard  none.  I  saw  no  pris- 
oners have  hold  of  this  musket  at  the  time* 
Captain  Shortland,  when  he  told  them  to  fire, 
was  in  front;  one  soldier  beside  him.  They 
might  have  fired  at  his  side,  or  over  him,  with« 
out  hurting  him. 

.  JRichara  Wdktr^  private  in  the  Derby  militia^ 
being  sworn,  says:  I  was  one  of  the  south  guard 
on  the  evening  of  the  6th ;  I  was  in  the  market 
square  when  the  firing  began,  on  the  right  of  the 
north  guard;  when  it  t^gan.  there  was  not  a 
prisoner  in  the  square ;  when  the  soldiers  charged 
there  were  a  great  many  in ;  cannot  say  how 
many.  They  went  back  to  their  own  yard  di- 
rectly; was  formed  nearly  on  a  line  with  the 
north  guard.  After  the  charge  the  prisoners  re- 
turned to  the  gate,  and  tried  to  force  it;  they 
made  a  great  noise,  and  used  very  abusive  lan- 
guage; they  did  not  come  back  into  the  market 
square.  I  heard  no  order  to  fire;  first  one  musket 
was  fired ;  it  was  by  a  sentry  posted  at  the  bottom 
of  the  square,  in  consequence  of  the  prisoners  abus- 
ing him.  I  saw  this ;  I  cannot  say  I  saw  the  pris- 
oners take  hold  of  his  musket.  I  saw  them  throw 
no  stones  before,  but  after  it  was  fired  they  did  ^ 
one  hit  me  on  the  arm.  I  might  not  have  seen  it 
had  the  prisoners  caught  hola  of  his  musket.  It 
might  be  two  minutes  before  there  was  firing 
again.  As  soon  as  the  prisoners  threw  stones, 
there  was  more  firing.    They  fired  several  to- 

g ether,  but  not  in  a  volley.  Do  not  recollect  I 
card  any  order  to  fire.  Heard  several  call  out 
"  fire,"  and  supposed  it  might  be  the  prisoners  who 
were  callinff  out.  I  heard  the  word  ^'fire"  re- 
peated, but  do  nqt  know  by  whom.  I  was  close 
enough  to  hear  the  prisoners  call  out.  Saw  Cap- 
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tftio  Shortl«o4  come  dowo,  brfnk  tbnra^h  the 
gaafd,  aod  ord«r  tbem  to  oease  firijigi  tliM  was 
Tery  soot  after  the  firiog  begio.  He  ealled  oat 
CO  the  prioonen,  ^  ForfiMh  eake,  men,  fo  m,  go 
in.''  The  soldiers  did  the  same..  Captaia  ^ort* 
land  came  dowo  the  sqaare  from  behind  the  line, 
broke  through  the  guard,  and  ordered  theoi  to 
cease  firing.  I  did  not  kaow  whera  he  was  before 
4he  inag. 

fVWiam  Wgrd^  pri-tate  in  the  Derby  militia, 
being  awora,  says:  I  was  hot  in  the  market  square 
when  the  firing  began;  I  oaase  9p  just  after. 
Capmin  Shortlaad,  after  it  bad  continued  some 
lime,  came  up,  and  ordered  the  soldiers  to  cease 
;  they  immediately  ceased.    He  said  to  the 


prisonef s,  **  For  Gk>d's  sake,  all  of  youj?o  >& ;"  tbe 
whole  of  the  soldiers  said  the  same.  The  prison- 
an  mn  up  to  the  galea  after  that  with  a  stronger 
force  than  before,  okaltiiig  a  great  noise,  but  not 
jnsultinjr  the  soldiers.  Saw  no  stones  thrown, 
^hea  Captain  Shonland  gave  orders  to  cease 
firing,  they  did  so  immediately;  afterwards  the 
prisoners  came  np  in  large  Mies;  there  was 
more  firing;  I  did  not  see  any  prisoners  come 
Into  the  square  after  that.  I  do  not  kaow  who 
ordered  the  firing  al^wards;  I  heard  Captain 
Shortlaad  order  the  soldiers  to  cease  firing;  he 
■an  horn  behind  the  line  to  the  front,  and  held  np 
both  his  hands,  saying,  >^  For  God's  sake,  cease 
firing." 

WUHam  Ihrri^^  tarnkey,  being  sworn,  says:  I 
was  not  in  the  market  square  before  tae  firing 
ceased,  i  came  into  the  front  yard,  and  was  toil 
by  a  turnkey  in  the  lodge  that  the  prisoners  bad 
made  a  breach.  I  ran  to  it,  and  some  soldiers 
came  to  relieve  the  sentry  at  the  hole.  The  pris- 
oners were  abusing  him,  and  daring  him  to  fire, 
saying  his  orders  were  not  to  fire.  I  saw  Captain 
Shoriiand  at  the  breach;  he  said  the  prisoners 
must  bsTe  some  bad  intention.  He  came  round 
hy  the  mititary  way  to  the  front  of  the  gate,  and 
ordered  me  to  ring  the  alarm  bell,  which  I  did; 
he  was  then  in  front  of  the  upper  gate,  between 
it  and  the  lodge;  this  was  previous  to  any  knowl- 
edge of  the  bursting  the  gate.  When  I  nad  rung 
the  alarm  bell,  I  went  fo  the  military  way ;  one 
musket  was  fired  first,  and  afterwards  there  was  a 
general  fire;  after  which  Captain  Shortland  and 
some  officers  called  for  the  turnkeys;  I  ran  through 
the  line;  he  told  me  to  take  a  wounded  man  to 
the  hospital,  which  I  and  two  others  did.  I  re* 
tamed  to  the  market  square ;  he  ordered  me  to 
take  another ;  he  was  dead.  I  took  him  to  the 
buryinff  house.  The  wounded  man  was  brought 
eat  of  No.  1 ;  the  dead  man  I  found  in  the  square. 
I  was  afterwards  employed  in  carrying  away  the 
wounded. 

John  Rcdd^  turnkey,  being  sworn,  says :  I  blew 
the  horn  for  locking  up,  on  the  evening  of  the 
6th ;  blow  it  always  for  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour ;  I  did  so  that  evening ;  I  went  dovm  after- 
wards to  lock  up  No.  4  prison;  while  at  the 
doors  of  it,  I  heard  the  alarm-bell  ring ;  as  soon 
as  the  prisoners  hear  the  horn,  they  generally  be- 
gin to  go  in ;  they  did  w  that  night ;  they  were 
going  into  No.  4  quite  fast ;  they  rushed  out 


again,  vp  to  the  gates,  to  see  what  was  the  mat- 
ter ;  they  ran  up  the  yard ;  I  cried  out  that  oighc; 
as  I  went  down  the  yard,  ^  Torn  in,  turn  in ;  the 
alarm-hell  is  ranff  to  assemble  all  the  depart- 
ment.'' I  came  back  into  market  square,  and 
when  I  got  there,  there  was  a  firing,  and  a  erj 
for  the  turnkeys;  I  came,  and  assiffed  to  carrf 
the  wonnded  men  to  the  hospital. 

Demid  NU^udls,  tureitey,  being  sworn,  says : 
I  was  in  prison  yard  No.  1,  to  lock  the  doors; 
the  horn  had  done  sounding  before;  before  I 
oaaoe  to  the  first  door  to  lock  up,  the  alaroKbell 
rang ;  the  prisoners  w^re  going  in  jnst  as  osoal ; 
hot,  when  the  alarm-bell  rang,  they  called  out  to 
know  what  was  the  matter  and  thronged  so 
much  to  the  door  that  I  could  not  shot  it ;  I  pro- 
ceeded towards  the  gate,  but,  before  I  reached  i^ 
the  firing  commenced ;  I  was  about  half-way  np 
the  yard  when  it  began  ;  hearing  a  bail  whistag 
by  me,  I  returned  to  the  end  of  the  prison,  and 
waited  some  time,  till,  seeing  the  krapKighter  get 
over  the  wall  by  his  ladder,  I  thought  it  a  good 
opportunity  for  me  to  get  over  also,  and  did  so; 
I  came  round  to  the  market  square;  Captain 
Shortland  was  calling  for  tnrnkeys^  and  I  went 
to  assist  in  aarrying  the  wonnded  to  the  hospital ; 
the  firing  had  ceased  in  the  market  square  when 
I  reached  it ;  i  heard  much  firing  afterwards  in 
the  prison  yard ;  when  I  came  to  lock  np  the 
second  time,  the  prisoners  threw  a  stone  at  me 
from  No.  I,  and  the  sentry  then  fired  in  at  the 
door;  I  do  not  know  who  the^ntry  waa;  tbey 
shoved  the  door  to,  and  would  then  open  it  again, 
and  throw  out  stones,  before  I  could  fasten  it;  I 
cannot  say  whether  the  door  was  open  when  the 
sentry  fired. 

Atatd  Piimor€^  ^"^^;  ^^°lf  a  worn,  says: 
The  first  I  heard  of  the  affair  was  a  call  for  the 

gqard ;  I  went  to  the  lodge,  when  Captain  Short- 
md  ordered  the  alarm^beii  to  be  roog^;  I  staki 
at  the  top  of  the  yard  lili  I  heard  a  ca/i  for  the 
turiikeyB,aod  I  then  assisted  in  carrytog'  away 
the  wounded  men ;  was  at  the  lodge  before  the 
alarm-bell  rang ;  I  nw  the  soldiers  chargiog  the 
pf  isonera  back ;  they  drove  them  out  under  the 
platform ;  saw  the  first  firing ;  several  priaooers 
cashed  into  the  square  before  the  charge ;  I  do 
not  think  there  were  any  in  the  square  bSfore  the 
alarm-bell  rang ;  afterwardaa  gate  was  open,  and 
they  were  coming  through. 

John  fVaneh,  turnkey  of  prison  No.  3,  beiag 
sworn,  says :  I  was  going  to  lock  upas  usual  on 
the  evening  of  the  sixth,  after  the  horn  had  sound- 
ed ;  1  was  in  the  yard ;  the  prisoners  wero  going 
in  very  quietly  ;  had  locked  one  door,  and  then 
heard  the  alarm-bell ;  the  prisoners  asked  what 
was  the  matter ;  I  said  I  did  not  know ;  I  ean- 
tintied  locking  up,  and  locked  three  doors;  this 
went  on  till  the  firing  began ;  I  stood  at  the  end 
of  the  prison,  and  then  got  over  the  waU  by  the 
lamplighter's  ladder ;  I  did  not  see  the  prisoners 
come  out  of  No.  3  after  the  fini^^  began  ;  cane 
round  to  the  market  square*^ 4h««ring  was  then 
over  there ;  after  assisting  to  tmpf  the  wooaded 
to  the  hospital,  I  went  tolock  up  no*  3 ;  the  sol- 
diem  fired  in  the  door  of  that  prisdnry  i  told  the 
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pmoters  to  go  io }  they  wme  m  ih*  doorwAjr, 
and  I  toocbfisd  them  slightl  v  with  my  h^^^,  leWiug 
them  to  goiaaod  let  me  shut  the  door,  or  the  «oir 
diers  woald  fire;  one  of  the  soldiers  toached  one 
with  his  bftyonet,  and  advised  the  same,  or  they 
should  fire  ;  one  man  told  him  he  might  fire  and 
be  damned;  immediately  an  order  was  given  to 
fire  by  somebodjr  behind*— whether  by  an  officer 
or  Don-eommissioned  officer,  J  do  not  know,  and 
several  maskets  were  fired  into  the  open  door, 
(I  cannot  say  how  many,)  upon  which  I  saw 
some  prisoners  drop ;  d9  not  know  who  ordered 
to  fire ;  sentries  said  to  them,  ^  If  jroa  do  npt  go 
•"  —  mast  fire  on  you  ;"  they  said  "  Fire  and 


in 

be  damned  ;"  I  believe  onlv  one  said  so ;  there 

were  many  soldiers  about  the  door;  cannot  say 
whether  the  soldiers  could  have  driven  them 
back  by  their  bayonets,  without  firing,  so  as  to 
have  enabled  me  to  shut  the  door;  the  soldiers 
were  abont  eight  feet  from  the  door  when  they 
fired ;  I  was  in  front,  and  got  back  as  quick  as  I 
eoalda  end  bent  down  as  they  fired. 

Jmme9  Carky,  turnkey,  being  sworn,  says:  I 
came  to  the  front  of  the  iron  gate  in  the  military 
walk;  sa^r  Captain  Shortland  coming  from  the 
barracks  with  soldiers;  he  made  a  halt  at  the 
blacksmith's  shop;  I  saw  prisoners  rushing  to* 
wards  the  gate  No.  1,  between  the  two  railings ; 
they  sane  out  '*  keeno ;-'  I  ordered  out  the  bread 
wagon,  then  in  the  market  square ;  I  opened  the 
gate  for  the  purpose ;  as  soon  as  the  wagon  was 
out  I  heard  a  bar  knock  against  No.  1  gate;  I 
called  out  to  Captain  ShoctUad  that  the  prison- 
ers were  breakii^;  out;  he  weat  down  with  the 
military  with  both  his  hands  in  his  breeches 
pockets;  the  prisoners  were  rushing  out,  but  I 
could  not  see  how  many  there  were^  the  military 
being  between  them  and  me.    I  staid  iiU  I  heard 
a  cry  for  the  turnkeys;  went  down  to  assist  in 
carrying  the  wounded;  I  saw  a  charge,  but  do 
not  know  whether  it  made  the  prisoaeia  go  back. 
Savmd  Morgmny  turakey  of  No.  7,  being  sworn, 
says :  After  the  born  had  sounded  I  was  in  Nds. 
5  and  7  yards,  going  to  lock  up*    No  door  was 
locked  when  the  alarm-bell  lang^    When  I  first 
went  into  the  yard  there  was  a  great  crowd  of 
prisoners  round  a  hole  in  the  wall ;  as  I  passed  by 
they  sang  out  "  keeno,"  and  they  and  others  in 
the  yard  ran  towards  the  railings,  near  the  market 
square;  about  this  time  there  were  nearly  seven 
or  eight  hundred  prisoners  in  the  yard;  many  be- 
longed  to  other  yards;  I  took  so  aeiiee.    When 
I  got  to  the  cook  house  the  bell  raa^ :  they  naked 
mm  what  was  the  matter ;  I  said  I  did  not  know; 
I  passed  on,  and  when  I  had  shot  one  door  I 
heard  a  firing;  the  prisoners  seemed  to  retreat 
thea*    I  ffot  over  the  railings  into  the  military 
way  by  the  lamplighter's  ladder.    There  were 
then  ihree  doory  oi  the  prison  open.    I  saw  no 
stones  throwQ  by  the  prisoaer s,  being  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  yard,  w^re  there  was  no  tumult.    I 
came  rooad  to  the  market  square  when  the  firing 
was  over;  only  a  few  muskets  were  fired  after- 
wards ;  but  did  not  see  any  while  I  was  in  the 
military  walk.    I  saw  the  sentries  fire  from  the 
ramparts.     I  then  helped  to  carry  away  the 


wounded,  aeeiag  othecs  do  ap.  After  looking  np 
prison  No*  7,  which  I  did  without  difficauy,  i 
went  to  No*  1,  to  ah«t  up,  aodi  when  putting  oae 
of  the  doors  to,  stones  were  thrown  out ;  f  was 
struck  by  one  on  the  breast,  and  by  one  on  the 
chia;  I  was  ptiUiag  the  inside  door  to;  no  maa- 
kats  were  fired  into  it  then. 

WUHam  Wakdin^  turnkey  of  No.  5,  beiag 
Isworn,  says:  I  had  locked  three  doors  of  No.  5, 
when  I  heard  a  great  aoise,  and  the  word  ^*  keeno*' 
several' times.  On  entering  the  prison  yard  there 
'  was  a  great  body  of  prisoners  between  prison  Ne. 
7  aad  the  barrack  wall,  reuod  where  the  hole 
was;  there  were  not  more  than  aeaal  round  the 
railing.  As  usual,  some  prisoners  were  going  in, 
:aBd  some  kept  coming  oni:  there  was  nothing 
oaasual  in  their  naanner  at  the  bottom  of  the 
yard.  I  was  coming  np  towards  where  the  noise 
was,  when  a  ballet  hissed  by  close  to  me.  I  then 
raa  towards  the  ramparts  to  get  oat  of  the  way. 
I  got  over  the  wall  by  the  lamplighter's  ladder ; 
iwta  I  came  rooad  to  the  market  square,  where 
I  saw  the  soldiers  drawn  up  iit  ranks.  I  went 
down,  and  lieard  Captain  Shortland  call  oot  for 
the  turnkeys,  i  assisted  ta  carry  the  wounded. 
The  priaoners  brought  n  wounded  man  from  N4d. 
X,  and  iasiated  on  carrying  him  op  themselves; 
Captain  Shortland  ordered  them  to  go  back,  bot. 
as  they  refused,  he  pat  out  his  hand,  aad  poshed 
one  of  them,  without  using  violeoee;  they  woold 
not  ffo,  and  the  soldiers  were  obliged  to  charge 
on  them ;  one  man  pulled  open  his  clothes,  and 
challenged  them  to  are;  Captain  Shortland  posh- 
ed him,  but  it  was  not  with  violence.  This  man 
was  very  turbulent ;  bis  name  is  James  Reeves. 
Afterwards  I  went  to  lock  up  No.  5 ;  then  all 
was  quiet,  and  ihe  prisoner*  were  all  away  from 
the  door. 


Bickard  AmM,  turokay,  being  sworn  :  f  I 
evideaee  before  the  eotoaer  was  tead  to  htm, 
and  he  said  it  was  all  perfectly  correct.)  Gap* 
tain  Shortland.  at  the  time  of  the  first  fire,  waa 
in  front  of  the  line  of  soldiers,  and  it  was  almost 
impossible  for  him,  had  they  fired  a  volley,  lo 
eacape  death  himself.  He  was  parsoading  the 
prisoners  to  go  baak  whea  I  laid  Captaia  Short* 
land  they  were  mi^iog  a  hole  in  the  wall ;  he 
told  me  to  call  ^be  guard,  hot  did  not  use  aay 
oath,  nor  did  he  Uame  me  for  aot  telling  him  et 
it  before. 

John  AmM^  ateward  at  the  contractor^  stord 
for  the  prisoners  in  heahb,  being  sworn.  (His 
evidence  before  the  coroner  was  read  to  him,  and 
he  said  it  was  correct,  and  that  he  hvd  •nothing 
material  to  add  to  it.) 

Slepktn  Hall,  turnkey,  being  sworn:  (His 
evidence  before  the  coroner  was  read  to  him, 
and  he,  said  it  was  correct.)  One  of  the  iron 
bats  mentioned  therein  waa  bent ;  the  bars  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  some  of  those  from  the 
railings. 

John  Tozar,  being  sworn.  (His  evidence  be- 
fore the  coroner  was  read  to  him,  and  he  said  it 
waa  aorrect,  and  that  he  had  nothing  to  add 
to  it.) 
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Henry  Wroe,  plamber  and  glazier  at  the  prison 
•stablisliment,  beinff  sworn,  says : ,  I  saw  the  sen- 
try at  the  breach  eliarge  aown  his  musket,  and 
sereral  stones  thrown  at  him,  while  he  kept  tell- 
ing the  prisoners  he  must  fire.  I  was  then  on 
the  south  guard  platform.  I  went  to  the  plat- 
form, at  the  foot  of  the  market  square,  and  saw 
about  six  or  seven  hundred  prisoners  at  the  hole; 
apd  presently  they  sung  out  '^  keeno,'^  and  ran 
towards  the  railing ;  they  rushed  in  under  the 
platform.  Seeing  this,  1  left  the  platform,  and 
was  going  up  the  market  square ;  before  I  was 
half-way  up  1  heard  them  knocking  the  chain  of 
No.  1  gate,  which  soon  burst  open,  and  a  great 
number  (I  cannot  say  how  many,  but  suppose 
about  five  or  six  hundred)  rushed  into  the  square. 
I  did  not  see  Captain  Shortlaad  or  the  soldiers 
come  into  the  square.  The  prisoners  had  broken 
the  lock  before  they  came  in ;  it  was  done  before 
I  left  the  square;  the  alarm-bell  ranc  after  I  left 
it.  Being  called  again,  he  said :  he  does  remem- 
b^  to  have  told  Gapuia  Shortland  that  the  gate 
was  burst;  Captain  Shortland  was  then  in  the 
military  walk,  near  the  tnxnkeTs'  lodge,  stand- 
ing alone,  without  the  guard;  ne  did  not  hear 
him  give  any  order  in  consequence.  It  might  be 
a  minute  or  so  before  Captain  Shortland  went 
into  the  square. 

John  MitclM,  clerk  to  Captain  Shortland,  be- 
ing sworn :  (His  evidence  before  the  coronet  was 
read  to  him,  and  he  said  that  it  was  correct,  and 
be  had  only  to  add  as  follows :)' 

While  I  was  on  the  platform  observing  the 
prisoners  throwing  peat  at  each  other,  as  I  stated 
m  the  deposition,  oet ween  the  wall  and  the  iron 
railings,  I  oberved  a  great  body  of  prisoners 
found  the  place  where  the  breach  was,  but  they 
were  so  numerous  that  I  could  not  see  what  was 
doing.  When  I  went  with  the  turnkeys  to  re- 
move the  wounded,  I  observed  Captain  Shortland 
exerting  himself  as  much  as  a  man  could  do  for 
them,  and  in  having  them  conveyed  to  the  hos- 
pital ;  he  desired  me  to  procure  turnke^rs  to  re- 
move a  wounded  man  who  was  bitting  in  a  sen- 
try box^  and  desired  me  to  exert  myself  as  much 
as  possible  in  hafine  the  wounded  removed ;  the 
cry  of  the  military  tor  the  keys  Nos.  5  and  7  was 
ilrom  those  who  had  not  been  active,  and  ap- 
peared to  me  to  proceed  from  anxiety  to  secure 
the  prisoners,  not  from  any  vindictiveness :  this 
party  did  not  fire  while  I  was  in  the  yard  with 
them;  they  called  for  the  keys  for  the  purpose  of 
shutting  up  the  prisoners. 

Robert  Bolmden^  first  clerk  to  Captain  Short- 
land,  being  sworn:  ([His  evidence  before  the 
coroner  was  read  to  him,  and  he  said  it  was  cor- 
rect.) I  saw  a  great  body  of  prisoners  at  the 
breach ;  the  prisoners  had  broken  the  gate  of  No. 
1,  next  the  market  square,  before  the  alarm-bell 
rang;  I  was  with  Captain  Shortland  when  the 
report  of  it  was  made  to  him ;  it  was  made  bv 
Henry  Rowe;  whereupon  Captain  Shortlana, 
who  was  a  jpeat  deal  agitated,  said,  "  Where  are 
the  guards  T  where  shall  we  get  helpl"  and  I 
advised  ringing  the  alarm-^bell,  which  was  done. 


Robert  McFarUmOy  assistant  surgeon,  being 
sworn.  (His  evidence  before  the  coroner  being 
read  to  htm,  he  said  it  was  all  correct.) 

John  Benneity  store  clerk,  being  sworn,  says :  I 
was  at  the  breach ;  the  prisoners  were  using  very 
abusive  language.  I  saw  no  stones  thrown.  I 
proceeded  down  the  military  walk ;  I  was  very 
near  Captain  Shortland,  near  the  blacksmith's 
shop  in  the  militarv  way ;  several  people  reported 
to  Captain  Shortland  that  the  prisoners  were 
forcing  the  gate,  and  he  then  ordered  the  alarm- 
bell  to  be  rung ;  he  went  into  the  square  with  the 
guard ;  I  heard  Captain  Shortland  tell  the  prison- 
ers in  the  market  square  to  go  back  to  their  dif- 
ferent prisons,  and  say  how  sorry  he  should  be  to 
use  force ;  be  remonstrated  with  them ;  this  seem- 
ed to  have  no  other  efiect  than  to  prodnce  the 
most  infamous  language  from  them;  some  minutes 
after  a  musket  went  ofi^  and  soon  after  many 
others;  I  was  then  so  near  Captain  Shortland 
that  I  am  sure  I  should  have  heard  it  had  he 
given  orders  to  fire,  but  I  did  not,  nor  did  I  hear 
an  order  from  anybody<.  I  did  not  see  the  charge. 
I  heard  Captain  Shortland  order  the  soldiers  to 
advance.  Captain  Shortland  said,  in  my  hearing : 
"  My  good  fellows,  go  to  your  different  prisons,  or 
the  military  must  do  their  duty.**    I  suppose  the 

Erisoners  in  the  square  must  have  exceeded  some 
undreds  when  Captaia  Shortland  went  in  with 
the  guards. 

George  Magrath^  surgeon  of  the  hospital,  be- 
ing sworn :  (His  evidence  before  the  coroner  was 
read  to  him,  and  he  said  he  had  nothing  to  add 
to  it,  but  felt  it  his  diuy  to  say :) 

As  some  imputation  of  inebriety  has  been 
made  against  Captain  Shortland,  I  think  it  justice 
to  say,  that,  having  observed  him  on  the  evening 
of  the  6th,  no  man  could  be  more  free  from  it ; 
and  from  my  acquaintance  with  him|  and  with 
his  general  habito  in  his  fainily,  I  do  not  think 
any  man  can  be  more  abstemious.  I  should  con- 
sider it  equally  incumbent  on  me,  as  imputations 
of  barbarity  have  been  made  agamst  him,  to  say, 
that,  whenever  I  had  occasion,  as  often  happened, 
to  make  representations  to  him  of  any  arrange- 
ment calculated  for  the  health  and  comfort  of 
the  prisoners,  he  has  always  adopted  it  with  great 
aiacritv,  and  shown  every  disposition  to  do  every- 
thing for  their  welfare. 

Qeorge  BMand^  bugler  of  the  Derby  militia, 
being  sworn^  says :  I  recollect  sounding  the  bugle 
on  the  evening  of  the  6th,  in  consequence  of  the 
prisoners  breakins[  the  wall;  several  officers  of 
the  Somerset  passins  backwards  and  forwards  in 
the  military  way  said  the  prisoners  were  breaking 
down  the  wall,  and  were  breaking  out  of  the 

fates  and  getting  out,  and  every  person  would  be 
illed,  and  told  me  on  that  account  to  sound  a 
fire  oa  the  bugle,  which  I  did ;  before  this,  a  con- 
siderable time,  there  had  been  firing,  and  I  am 
sure  not  four  men  would  have  known  anything 
about  the  sounds  of  the  bugle  if  they  were  asked 
now. 
Adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  8  o'clock. 
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Dautmooa  Priboh  of  Was, 

Mondap,  April  Uf  1815. 

Met,  purtoaat  to  adjournmeot,  at  8  o'clock. 

Pxeseot:  Paul  Treby  Treby,  fiaq. 

Min  Collard,  serg^aot  id  the  firat  Someraat 
militia,  being  sworn,  aays:  I  was  on  tbe  north 
guard,  comnunded,  on  the  efening  of ihe  6th,  by 
Lieut^ant  Aveiyo*    Some  one  belonging  to  the 
department  eame  and  told  me  to  call  out  qb^ 
guard,  saying,  '*FaU  in  your  guard  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, and  march  it  up  to  the  west  yard,"  and  that 
that  guard  was  going  to  the  barrack  yard  where 
the  tueaeh  was.   I  fell  in  the  guard,  and  mAfciied 
tdiem  up  opposite  the  west  guard,  where  I  halted 
them ;  was  not.tbere  long  before  Captain  Short- 
land  came  up;  he  ordered  me  to  take  the  guard 
to  the  market  square  and  form  it  across;  had  seen 
nothing  before  this  of  what  had  passed*    On  en- 
tering the  market  square,  I  beard  a  chain  rattle 
at  gate  No.  1,  on  the  left  hand  side.   I  form^  the 
guard  across  the  square ;  the  guard  was  at  the 
west  guard•hous|^  before  the  alarm-bell  rang ;  it 
rang  a  little  at  irst,  atofiped.  and  then  I  heard 
Ciaptnin  ShortJand  order  it  to  be  rung  a^^n.  This 
was  btfate  we  went  into  the  square ;  it  was  not 
rang  again  til(  we  were  going  in.   I  observed  t#o 
or  three  prisoners  come  out  of  gajle  No.  1,  from 
the  prison  yard,  just  as  1  entered  the  markei-gate; 
a  greater  number  had  entered  before  the  guard 
iormed ;  whilst  it  was  forming  I  ordered  tJie  two 
sentries  in  front  pf  the  railings  at  the  bottom,  and 
the  two  on  the  plfitform  aoofe,  to  leave  their 
posts  and  join  the  guard ;  they  were  all  that  were 
at  those  situations.    As  soon  as  they  heard  me 
^hus  order,  the  prisoners  began  to  cry  out  "keeno," 
and  rushed  into  the  square  in  asgreat  numbers  as 
they  possibly  could,  through  the  sate  which  had 
been  broken.  By  the  time  I  had  iormad  my  guard 
they  came  up  in  great  numbers,  close  to  us.  on 
opr  left  flank ;  the  guard  gave  way  on  the  left, 
where  it  wa&  weakest,  and  where  the  prisoneis 
made  the  greatest  efforts  to  pass;  the/iotldlers  weie 
tlien  at  the  shoulder,  when  the.  guard  gave  wav. 
Captain  Shortland  ordered  it  to  charge ;  he  told 
off  about  fifteen  file  himself,  whom  he  ordered  to 
charge ;  repeated  it  two  or  three  times  before  they 
did ;  they  endeavored  to  drive  them  back,  but  did 
not  charge  the  same  as  they  would  an  enemv ;  if 
they  had  they  must  huve  killed  scores  of  them, 
as  every  bi^onet  would  have  told ;  they  tried  to 
drive  them  back  without  committing  murder ;  the' 
right  of  the  guard  did  not  charge ;  we  drove  them 
back  about  half  the  ground  they  had  gained  in 
the  square.    I  was  in  the  rear  of  the  charging 
party ;  only  the  fifteen  file  told  off  changed  in  this 
way  at  first;  the  prisoners  then  b^n  to  throw 
stones  at  us  in  great  numbers  irom  within  the 
railings  and  from  the  maricet  square ;  there  were 
some  scores  still  in  t^e  market  square  $  they  were 
hurraing  at  the  same  time.    An  order  was  then 

Slven  to  fire  on  them ;  I^  heard  the  word  given  to 
re  by  some  one ;  I  think  the  word  gi?en  was  in 
my  rear;  we  were  in  great  confusion ;  I  was  then 
in  the  rear  of  the  soldiers;  the  prisoners  were 
crying  oui "  fire ;"  I  could  not  then  see  Captain 
.3horuand;  I  did  not  look  out  for  him;  I  had 
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something  else  to  think  of  when  the  order  to  fire 
was  given ;  two  or  three  men  fired  $  in^mediately 
they  obeyed  the  order;  one  musket  was  dis- 
charged first,  and  one  or  two  very  soon  aAer. 
When  these  were  discharged  I  did  not  see  any 
man.  killed,  or  any  one  hurt  among  the  prisoners; 
I  think  the  soldiers  fired  over  their  heads;  then 
some  prisoner  or  prisoners  said,  "  You  buggers, 
why  00  you  not  fire?  you  have  nothing  but  blank 
cartridges."  Afterwards  the  firing  b^ame  gen- 
eral, and  the  prisoners  were  driven  into  the  yard. 
I  heard  no  word  of  command  for  the  second 
firing ;  the  firing  was  not  in  a  volley, but  in  sm^U 
numbers  at  a  time.  There  was  no  general  return 
of  the  prisoners  from  the  yard  after  the  firing;  had 
taken  place;  they  could  not  stand  the  ^firing; 
they  could  not  come  without  being  murdered, 
the  whole  of  them ;  thev  did  not  rally  aAer  the 
firinff  became  general.  I  do  not  know  how  long 
the  firing  continued ;  but  after  it  had  gone  on 
some  time  the  prisoners  dispersed  into  their  yar^s; 
then  Captain  Shortland  ordered  the  firing  to 
cease.  I  am  sure  he  did.  He  put  up  his  handsL 
and  said  '' cefise  firing,"  giving  it  as  a  word  of 
command ;  it  then  ceased  generally  in  the  market 
place.  As  soon  as  possible  a  party  of  soldiers 
was  ordered  into  the  prison  yards  to  turn  the  pris- 
oners into  their  different  prbons.  I  know  nothing 
of  what  happened  afterwards  in  the  prison  yard, 
as  I  remained  in  the  square  with  the  rest  of  the 
guard.  1  afterwards  heard  some  firins  in  the 
yard,  but  paid  no  attention  to  it.  I  think  the 
firing  must  have  ceased  from  the  ramparts  soon 
after,  otherwise  some  of  our  soldiers  iii  the  yard 
must  have  been  shot.  The  general  tenor  of  the 
prisoners'  conduct  was  riotous.  Many  of  our 
men  were  much  hurt  by  the  stones  tbrowni^Mlt 
not  so  as  to  be  disabled  from  doing  duty.  I.  am 
satisfied,  in  my  own  mind,  that,  without  the  firbg, 
the  prisoners  could  not  nave  been  driven  back. 
Had  we  charged  on  them  like  an  enemy,  we 
must  have  killed  a  great  nomber;  every  bayonet 
must  have  killed  one  or  more  prisoners,  they  be- 
ing so  thick.  The  nomber  of  soldiers  in  the 
square,  at  the  first  firing,  was  about  fifty-four,  ex- 
clusive of  sergeants;  our  guard  was  about  thirty* 
eight,  and  there  were  about  fourteen  of  the  w^t 
guara.  I  cannot  say  how  many  came  in  after- 
wards. The  whole  regiment  asaembled  as  soon 
as  possible  after  the  alarm ;  no  officer  gave  orders 
to  cease  firing  before  Captain  Shortland;  had 
there  been  such  an  order,  it  #onld  have  been 
obeyed. 

St^hen  Lapfhomy  private  in  the  first  8omer> 
set  militia,  being  sworn,  says:  i  was  on  the 
.  north  guard  on  the  evening  ofthe  6th ;  went  into 
the  market  square  with  it ;  when  1  first  went  in 
I  saw  two  or  three  prisoners  in  the  square  near 
No.  1  gate ;  about  one  hundred  and  fifiy  came  in 
afterwards,  while  we  were  forming;  they  pressed 
up  very  near  the  military ;  some  of  the  military 
were  ordered  to  charge,  which  was  done ;  some 
prisoners  weot  back  in  consequence,  but  others 
were  coming  ib  rough  the  gate  upon  us.  Before 
the  firing  ^ao  they  had  never  been  entirely 
driven  out  of  the  square.    1  heard  an  order  given 
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to  fire,  but  do  not  know  who  gave  it;  it  came 
from  the  right  in  front ;  I  was  on  the  left.  I  did 
not  see  Captain  Shortlaad  at  this  time;  I  cannot 
say  whose  voice  it  was ;  am  not  sore  whether- it 
was  from  the  prisoners  or  the  military.  The  firing 
began  immediately  from  about  the  centre ;  it  did 
not  begin  bv  one  musket,  but  by  several  together. 
When  the  nring  began,  I  was  at  the  charge ;  two 
prisoners  seized  my  bayonet,  and  tried  to  twist  it 
off:  I  do  not  know  who  they  were.  I  told  them 
to  let  go ;  they  said  they  would  not,  adding,  ^fire, 
and  be  damned,"  I  got  myself  in  danger,  and 
was  obliged  to  fire  to  get  my  musket  released ;  I 
did  so ;  but  there  were  upwards  of  twenty  fired  be- 
fore mine ;  saw  a  great  quantity  of  stones  thrown 
before  my  firing ;  while  we  were  at  the  charge  the 
prisoners  threw  them  till  the  last;  one  man  stooped 
to  pick  up  his  cap,  which,  I  believe,  had  been 
knocked  off  by  a  stone ;  this  was  before  any  firing. 
I  do  not  think  the  prisoners  would  have  been 
driven  back  without  firing;  as  they  continued 
pressing  on^^  Captain  Shortland  was  persuading 
them  to  retire,  but  they  would  not,  sajring  they 
were  not  prisoners  of  war.  I  heard  Msjor  Joliiff 
^ive  orders  to  cease  firing  before  they  were  driven 
into  the  prison  yard,  and  before  the  firing  ceased 
in  the  market  square.  I  think  he  did  so  ai(  roon 
as  he  came  down ;  he  was  not  there  at  first. 
Stones  were  thrown,  and  the  firing  continued  in 
consequence  after  this  order.  I  also  beard  sev- 
eral voices  say  "cease  firing,"  but  cannot  say 
whether  they  came  from  the  military  or  from 
thepriaoners. 

mttiam  G^rd,  private  in  the  Somerset  mili- 
tia, being  sworn :  j[His  evidence  before  the  coro- 
ner was  read  to  him,  and  he  said  it  was  ail  cor- 
rect.) 

I  heard  Captain  Shortland  say  "cease  firing^'' 
about  a  few  minutes  aAer  it  began ;  he  put  his 
hand  up  by  way  of  signal,  and  said  so ;  I  do  not 
know  who  gave  the  word  to  fire;  I  did  not  see 
where  Captain  Shortland  was  when  the  order 
was  given  to  fire ;  I  think  he  had  just  gone  to- 
wards the  left,  and  the  word  appeared  to  me  to 
come  from  the  right,  therefore  I  think  it  could 
not  have  been  he  who  gave  it ;  I  did  not  hear 
first  one  musket  discharged;  the  firing  at  first 
must  have  been  in  the  air.  otherwise  there  must 
have  been  more  prisoners  nurt.  Captain  Short- 
land  was  running  up  and  down  when  the  word 
was  given  to  fire ;  I  heard  no  order  given  by'  any 
body  else  than  Captain  Shortland  to  cease  firing; 
I  do  not  know  that  it  would  have  ceased  had  or- 
ders been  given;  the  prisoners  were  throwing 
stones  and  bricks  continually ;  the  firing  ceased 
for  a  few  minutes,  after  Captain  Shortland  had 
ordered  it  to  cease;  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners 
was  such  that  it  made  us  afraid,  from  the  stones 
thrown ;  and  I  do  not  think  they  could  have  been 
driven  back  without  the  firing.  Had  orders  been 
given  by  anybody  else  to  cease  firing,  it  mrght 
not  have  been  heard,  from  the  noise. 

JoTun  Soathem^  private  in  the  Derby  militia, 
beiuff  sworn,  says:  I  was  one  of  the  south  guard 
on  the  evening  of  the  6th;  was  one  of  those 
formed  across  the  square  on  the  right  of  the  north 


guard ;  I  saw  the  prisoners  charged  down  neariy 
to  the  railings;  our  guard  charged  down  to  the 
railing|s  after  the  north  guard.  We  went  elose  to 
the  railings;  my  bayonet  touched  than;  when 
we  got  there,  the  prisoners  began  throwing' stones; 
we  stepped  back  a  few  paces,  beinf  so  near  the 
railings;  one  stone  struck  me  on  the  right  side; 
it  almost  knocked  me  down;  I  shoald  have  Mien 
had  not  a  man  kept  me  up ;  just  then  the  firing 
commenced;  after  some  time  of  fi^ng  Captain 
Shortland  came  in  front,  and  said,  holding  his 
hands  up,  "  For  Gk>d's  sake,  men,  cease  firing— 
cease  firing."  He  went  near  to  the  railings ;  I 
and  severu  others  called  to  him.  ^  Come  baek,  it 
is  almost  dusk ;"  he  said  **  Tou  know  me,  umb  ; 
do  cease  firing;"  but  several  muskets  were  dis> 
charged  after  this.  Captain  Shortland  was  not 
near  me  when  it  commenced ;  I  did  not  see  him; 
the  order  to  fire  was  given  at  the  left,  and  it 
passed  through  the  ranks  one  after  another,  say- 
ing *'fire,  fire,"  but  there  was  so  much  noise  and 
shooting  by  the  prisoners,  that  it  is  impossihfe  for 
me  to  say  who  gave  the  word ;  I  believe  I  was 
the  sixth  or  seventh  file  from  the  right;  I  re- 
mained in  the  market  square;  I  do  not  know 
what  passed  in  the  prison  yard  1 1  heard  no  officer 
4»efore  Captain  Shortland  say  '^cease  firing;"  but 
«  few  seconds  afterwards  some  officers  did.  I  did 
not  see  anv  prisoners  in  the  market  square  when 
the  firinff  bmn,  but  they  were  behind  the  ratl- 
ings under  the  platform,  throwing  stones ;  I  could 
not  see  about  gate  No.  1,  there  being  sentry  boxes 
between. 

Ideuienani  Avelfn^  of  the  first  Somerset  miKtia, 
being  sworn,  says :  I  commanded  the  north  guard 
on  the  evening  of  the  6th ;  I  came  into  the  market 
square  with  Captain  Shortland;  the  prisoners 
had  burst  No.  1  gate,  and  were  rushing  through 
in  a  great  croi^  when  we  went  to,  so  that  I 
thought  the  whole  of  them  were  coming  out ; 
Captain  Shortland  went  forward  to  ajpoak  to  them. 
I  heard  him  saying  *<My  good  feftowsy  do  go 
baek ;"  1  did  hear  him  say  that,  but  the  prisoners 
were  making  so  much  noise  that  I  could  not  dia- 
ttngotsh  much  of  what  he  said;  he  alsocaUed  to 
me  not  to  suffer  the  prisoners  lo  come  too  near 
my  guard ;  they  were  then  pressing  forward  in  a 
very  threatening  manner ;  the  guard  was  formed 
across  the  square,  about  the  middle;  my  guard 
was  then  about  thirty-eight  men,  and  there  were 
some  others;  the  prisoners  were  so  pressing  on 
my  guard,  that  many  on  the  left  fell  back  several 
paces,  in  order  that  they  might  not  come  too  near 
them ;  they  were  then  not  close  ud  to  the  wall, 
but  I  made  them  form  close  up  afterwards ;  the 
left  of  my  guard  charged,  and  I  was  with  them, 
driving  the  prisoners  fiick;  they  did  not  charge 
by  my  order,  nor  did  I  hear  Captain  Shortland 
order  it ;  I  considered  myself  under  CapL  Short- 
land's  orders ;  had  I  been  alone,  I  certainly  would 
have  charged  the  prisoners  long  before,  or  rather 
have  fired,  conceiving  it  to  be  necessary  from  the 
threatening  manner  of  the  prisoners,'and  the  great 
foody  of  them  which  was  coming  op,  and  could 
soon  have  surrounded  my  guard.  They  were  not 
quite  driven  out  of  the  square  by  the  charge ;  it 


1573 


APPENDIX. 


1674 


MoMocn  qX  Dwifrnmat  JMmm, 


was  duriiiff  thit  charge  that  I  heard  the  first  mos*- 
iMt  fired ;  I  eould  aot  see  where  it  was  fired  from, 
BOt  being  near  enough,  mad  beinff  so  mveh  en* 
gajged  ia  driving  the  prisoners  hack;  it  was,  I 
think,  to  my  right ;  at  tne  first  there  was  a  single 
shot,  and^  almost  instantlj  after  sereral  others 
were  fired ;  I  heard  no  distinct  order  to  fire ;  many 
of  the  prisoners  were  crying  oot  to  fire,  sod  de- 
f ying  the  soldiers ;  I  was  very  near  Captain  Short-* 
land  at  the  time,  and  think  I  should  haTe  beard 
him  had  he  given  the  order;  I  heard  no  distinct 
order  at  first,  or  at  any  time,  to  fire;  Captain 
Shortland  was  then  near  gate  No.  1,  to  the  left, 
in  front  of  the  soldiers,  and  it  wonld  have  been 
madness  in  him  to  have  given  the  order  in  that 
sitoatioa.  I  was  in  front  when'  the  firing  com- 
menced, ami  retired  into  the  rear  for  my  own 
safety;  the  prisoners  retreated  on  the  firing  taking 
]ilace;  I  gave  orders  to  cease  firioff  afVer  some 
time ;  ray  guard  then  ceased,  and  i  went  to  the 
front  of  the  men;  I  did  not  hear  anybody  else 
ffive  orders  to  cease  firing  before  myself,  neither 
Major  JollifiT  nor  Captain  Shortland ;  the  noise 
was  BO  great  that  I  coold  not  hear ;  I  am  certain, 
had  any  one  bmh  by  chance  fired,  the  irritation 
of  the  soldiers,  from  the  stones  thrown  at  them 
previously,  was  then  so  great  that  almost  the 
whole  of  them  would  have  followed;  the  pris- 
oners did  not  appear  to  care  for  the  bayonet,  and 
I  do  not  think,  from  the  state  they  were  in,  they 
could  have  been  driven  back  without  firing.  The 
charge  was  not  made  with  violence,  as  against  an 
enemy;  the  prisoners  were  struggling  with  the 
soldiers ;  many  defied  them ;  bat  others  said  they 
coold  not  go  Mck,  as  the  press  was  so  great;  I 
remained  in  the  market*  square ;  did  not  go  into 
the  prison  yard;  I  kept  my  guard  with  me;  one 

SriaoBcr,  after  the  firing  was  over,  came  up,  opened 
is  clothes,  and  dared  the  soldiers  to  fire ;  I  do 
sot  think  the  prisoners  generally  were  intoxi- 
cated, but  reedttte.  I  do  not  think  any  man  could 
haTO  behaved  like  Captain  Shortland  who  was 
^  intoxicated,  and  I  think  he  behaved  with  courage 
and  humanity* 

Enngn  Sam/ud  WkUe^oi  the  first  Somerset 
militia, beiag  sworn:  (His  evidence  before  the 
cofoaer  was  read  to  him,  and  he  said  he  had  no- 
thing to  add  or  alter.)  I  do  not  know  of  any 
ord^  to  the  soldiers  on  the  ramparts  to  fire,  but 
suppose  they  took  it  up  from  the  others ;  I  sup- 
pose there  might  have  been  about  half  a  doxen  of 
my  guard  in  the  marker  square;  there  was  no 
'firing  through  the  breach. 

taeutenoHt  Fortye^  one  of  the  first  Somerset 
militia,  being  sworn,  says :  I  had  the  command 
of  the  south  guard  on  the  evening  of  the  6th ;  I 
went  into  the  square  with  my  guard'  after  the 
north  was  in.  and  formed  oa  their  right;  they 
were  already  formed  and  in  the  act  of  firing  when 
I  arrived ;  that  guard  was  then  about  fifteen  or 
twenty  feet  from  the  iron  railings;  there  were 
no  prisoners  in  the  square  between  my  guard  and 
the  railings;  could  not  see  to  the  left,  on  account 
of  the  north  guard ;  my  guard  took  op  the  firing 
from  others  without  any  orders^  immediately  at- 
tcf  they  had  fonaed  in  support  or  the  north  gmrd ; 


as  soon  as  we  formed  I  ordered  the  firing  to  cease ; 
as  soon  as  it  could  possibly  be  restiained,  I  stooped 
it;^  it  ceased  almost  iminediately ;  I  saw  nobody 
else  eudeavor  to  stop  the  firing  before ;  as  soon 
as  the  prisoners  had  retired  to  their  yards,  my 
guard  ordered  their  arms,  remained  where  they 
were,  and  I  remained  with  them ;  I  cannot,  there- 
fore, speak  to  aay  thiuff  that  took  place  afterwards, 
•/omee  Qreemaw^  late  second  officer  of  the 
Prince  de  Neufchatel,  Atuencan  prisoner,  being 
sworn:  (His  evidence  before  the  coroner  was 
read  to  him,  and  he  said  it  was  all  correct.)  I  was 
between  the  two  railinss  under  the  platform  when 
I  heard  Captain  Shortland  ffive  the  order  to  fire; 
I  saw  him  then  at  the  heaa  of  the  troops,  about 
the  centre  of  the  yard,  close  in  front  of  them; 
when  I  heard  the  word  to  fire,  I  retreated  into 
vard  No.  4 ;  had  just  got  inside  the  gate  when  it 
be{[an ;  it  began  immediately  by  a  volley,  not  by 
a  single  musket;  I  am  sure  it  began  by  a  volley; 
I -do  dot  know  how  Captain  Shortland  escaped: 
I  suppose  he  knew  how  to  take  care  of  himself, 
and  tnat  his  own  men  would  not  fire  en  him;  he 
appeared  to  me  to  be  standing  close  to  the  sol- 
diers ;  I  saw  no  stones  thrown  before  the  firing 
began ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  have  seen 
them ;  the  prisoners  were  trying  to  get  into  No. 
3  quietly,  when  the  soldiers  fired  into  it;  I  did 
not  see  any  resistance  among  them.  (This  pris- 
oner has  a  midshipman's  warrant  in  the  United 
States  Navy,  and  a  furlough.) 

John  Slaisr,  citizen  of  the  United  States^  be- 
ing sworn,  says:  I  do  not  know  an  American 
Srisoner  named  Roberts;  I  have  been  confined 
ere  above  six  months ;  I  know  of  no  concert 
among  the  prisoners  to  break  out  by  forces  only 
attempts  of  individuals  to  escape  at  diflerent 
times ;  I  was  at  the  gate  No.  7 ;  I  was  passing 
between  Nos.  6  and  7  with  two  more  men.  when 
a  party  of  five  soldiers,  I  think,  crossed  at  tne  fur- 
ther end  of  the  prison  from  us :  one  man  named 
Washington  fell,  bat  whether  from  the  firing  of 
this  party,  or  from  the  ramparts,  I  do  not  know ; 
he  fell  against  me  and  knocked  me  down ;  I  got 
up  and  ran  away  to  my  own  prison,  No.  5  ;  there 
were  only  three  prisoners  on  the  spot  where  he 
was  shot ;  the  shot  went  through  his  temple. 

Enoch  Bumham^  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
being  sworn,  (His  evidence  before  the  coroner 
was  read  to  him,  and  he  said  it  was  all  correct, 
and  that  he  had  nothing  to  add  to  it.) 

Alexander  Marshall,  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  being  sworn, says:  I  belong  to  prison  No. 
1 ;  there  were  not  more  than  fifty  prisoners  in  the 
square  when  the  soldiers  charged ',  they  charged 
as  upon  an  enemy ;  they  began  firing,  and  I  ran 
to  No.  1  gate  to  get  to  my  orison,  but  was  nearly 
ten  minutes  before  I  could,  on  account  of  the 
press  of  the  prisoners;  there  were  about  four 
hundred  soldiers  in  the  markef  square. 

Comdim  Bowe,  citizen  of  the  United  Statee, 
being  aworn, says:  I  belong  to  No.  1  prison;  I 
went  to  the  breach ;  those  about  it  told  me  it  was 
made  to  get  back  a  ball;  they  afterwards  ran  to- 
wards the  gatO'  No.  7,  saying  it  was  to  shot  it 
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agmintt  the  military;  I  saw  the  military  eome  I  it;   the   prisonert    ahooted,  and   thaenr  stoMs 
down  the  8q«are,and  heard  Captain  Shortland   through  the  breaeh^and  still  continned  at  timea 


order -them  to  ehar^e;  at  whieh  time  there  were 
about  forty  or  fifty  prisoners  in  tbq  square;  I 
siade  towards  my  prison,  and  just  as  I  got  into 
the  yard  there  was  a  firing,  and  the  prisoners 
were  rushing  as  fast  as  possible  to  their  own  pris« 
otts ;  they  shut  the  gate  behind  them ;  there  were 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  soldiers  in  the  square. 

WOMam  Dewetter,  citizen  of  the  United  Slates, 
being  sworn,  says:  I  ran  towards  the  gate  to  see 
what  was  the  matter;  on  arriving,  I  saw  the  sol« 
diers  charge ;  I  tamed  round,  and  just  as  I  got 
inside  the  mner  gate  shots  were  fired ;  one  grazed 
the  side  of  my  head,  which  made  me  giddy,  and 
turned  me  round  two  or  three  times;  I  saw  a  pri« 
soner  named  Mann  fall ;  went  to  him  and  took  him 
up ;  the  balls  flew  about  so  thick  that  if  there 
was  one  I  suppose  there  were  one  thousand. 

T%oma»  TUndale^  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
being  sworn,  says :  I  was  under  the  platform ; 
saw  the  soldiers  coming  down  the  market  square, 
and  heard  Captain  Shortland  give  orders  to  fire; 
he  was  then  about  the  centre,  and  in  front  of  the 
soldiers;  he  had  on  a  blue  coat,  but  without  epau- 
lettes ;  he  had  a  drawn  sword  in  his  hand ;  he 
gare  orders  twice  to  fire ;  I  was  not  ten  steps 
from  him  when  I  heard  him ;  I  heard  every  word 
he  said ;  I  saw  him  plainly;  the  firing  commenced 
by  one  musket  first,  then  two,  and  afterwards  a 
whole  volley;  the  firing  beean  when  Captain 
Shortland  gave  the  word  the  second  time;  I 
heard  Captain  Shortland  tell  the  soldiers  to  fire 
low;  he  was  then  still  in  front  of  the  soldiers; 
I  believe  he  was  $tanding  before  the  muzzles  of 
the  foremost  muskets;  the  soldiers  were  formed 
two  deep;  when  the  balls  began  to  fiy  thick,  I 
escaped  into  No.  3,  and  saw  no  more  of  what 

fassed  afterwards ;  when  I  heard  the  order  to  fire, 
was  about  the  middle  of  gate  No.  4;  the  sol- 
diers charged  up  to  the  railings,  and  then  fell  back 
four  or  ^N^  paces,  when  Captain  Shortland  gave 
the  order  to  fire. 

John  C.  Rowka^  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
being  sworn,  says:  I  saw  forty  or  fifty  prisoners 
in  the  market  square  when  the  soldiers  were 
drawn  up. 

TliomaB  George  SkortUind,  captain  royal  navy, 
commanding  at  the  depot,  being  sworn,  says: 
On  the  eveninff  of  the  6th  April,  a  little  before 
seven  o^dock,  Mr.  Holmden,  first  clerk,  came  to 
my  house  and  informed  me  there  was  a  disposi- 
tion of  the  prisoners  to  be  riotous,  as  they  had 
got  between  the  railings  and  wall  of  No.  7  yard, 
and  there  were  a  number  of  people  collected  in 
No.  7  yard ;  in  consequence.  I  walked  down  to 
the  upper  gates:  on  coming  there,  I  was  fnformed 
the  prison  barrack  wall  had  been  breached.  I 
went  to  that  yard  and  saw  a  large  hole,  and  the 
military  guarding  it  under  an  officer  whom  I 
since  knew  to  be  Lieutenant  Avelyn ;  on  getting 
to  the  breach  I  observed  the  prisoners  ostng  an 
uron  bat  to  enlarge  it.  I  remonstrated,  and  XiM 
ihem  it  was  the  prison  bartaok  yard,  and  that  it 
would  be  dangerooa  for  them  to  attempt  to  foree 


to  enkuege  it.    I  then  heard  some  one  say. "  Thety 
are  breaching  the  wall  above  the  cook  nouse  in 
the  ppson  barrack  yard,"  and  nearly  at  the  same 
time  there  was  a  call  out  that  thev  were  foiciog^ 
the  lower  ntes.  while  I  was  sttli  in  the  lower 
barrack  yard»    1  immediately^  left  the  yard.  Bad 
Lienienaot  Avelyn  followed  me»  leaving  tlie 
breach  with  a  party  and  a  sergeant;  when  I  ai^ 
rived  at  the  blacksmith's  shofp,  I  saw  a  mah  of 
prisoners  between  the  iron  rails  under  the  plni- 
ibrm ;  the  gate  was  at  thia  time  foieed,  and  tke 
prisoners  were  without  the  gates,  in  the  nMvket 
square,  where  they  were  not  aUowed  tabs;  eat- 
ing this,  and  having  in  my  mind  the  hreneh  in 
the  barrack  wall,  and  the  reported  hreaeh  above 
the  cook  house ;  bearing  this  in  mind,  with  the 
reported  threats  that  had  been  oooslantly  told  aae 
that  the  priaoaeia  wonld  liberate  thenMelvea  on 
or  before  the  10th  April,  I  ordered  the  alarm'^hell 
to  be  rung :  at  this  time  part  of  the  west  gnnnf, 
which  is  called  the  piquet  had  aane  round  to 
turn  the  prisoners  out  of  the  nil  way  in  No.  7 
yard,  and  aaother  part  of  ihe  same  piquet  was  in 
the  prison  barraok  yard ;  so  that  the  foree  wns 
reduced  to  the  north  guard  only.    Liewteiiniit 
Avelyn  formed  that  guard  and  marched  down 
into  the  inarket  square.    I  preeeded  them,  and 
about  half-way  down  the  guard  formed  in  a  line, 
this  keeping  their  left  dose  to  the  hospital  watt;  at 
time  I  should  suppose  there  were  from  four  lo 
five  hundred  prisoners  in  the  market  square.    I 
was  perfeotly  unarmed,  and  went  down  to  s«- 
moostrate  with  them,  using  all  ihe  pcraoaaioaa 
in  my  power  to  make  them  return  to  their  pria- 
ons,  stating  that  the  military  guard  wnaioirfflad 
ahove  them,  and  it  was  dangeKMis  to  attcoipt  to 
use  force.    I  was,  at  this  tiose,  abont  aiz  pae3es.in 
front  of  the  guard ;  the  prisoners  kept  still  praas- 
ing  up,  and  preasiog  me  on  the  military;  thqr 
appeared  to  want  to  get  round  the  lef^  o£  the  mtii- 
tary,  keeping  close  to  the  hoapital  wail.    At  thai 
time  I  looked  back,  and  said,  **  For  God's  sake, 
soldiers,  keep  your  ground;"  heariJig  ia  mind 
that  thcte  was  not  a  single  soldier  above  thoM  to 
prevent  escape  through  the  outer  gates;  ateost 
nunediateiy,  about   twelve  or  fifteen  soldien 
ehaiged  down  towards  No.  1,  ttfwarda  the  tmipi* 
ul  gates,  about  fiva  or  six  panes,  and  they  le- 
turned  into  line  again.    I  wassail  at  this  time  in 
front,  and  had  gone  forward  again,  aifiiig  the 
prisoners,  who  had  retreated,  when  a  diaeharge  of 
muaketry  took  place ;  while  1  was  in  that  posi- 
tion, bciag  to  the  right  of  the  eeatre  of  the  guard, 
and  not  near  the  hospital  wall,  a  musket  ball 
graaed  my  temple  in  that  discharge,  when  I  re- 
treated into  line  with  the  aoldiers;  the  priaonen 
retmated  and  advanced  again,  and  about  thia  time 
Major  JoUiff  came  down.    There  was  a  eall  of 
**  wounded  men''  from  the  prisoners,  upon  whieh 
I  called  to  the  turnkeys  to  assist  in  paasing  the 
wounded  through  the  line  of  military,  as  th^ 
would    not  allow  the   prisoners  to  pass  with 
them.    While  thia  was  doing,  there  was  anodier 
diaefaarge  both  to  my  right  and  kft.    Those 
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n«ar  me  did  not  fire  at  this  time,  as,  whenerer  I 
eoQld,  I  had  requested  them  to  desist ;  the  turn- 
keys came  down,  (this  was  aAer  the  second  dls- 
charffe,)  wh^  I  was  bnsilf  employed  with  Mr. 
MitCDell  in  directtog  the  removal  of  the  wounded, 
up  to  the  hospital.  I  can  say  nothing  more  of 
discharges  of  mnskets  in  the  market  square.  I 
only  owerved  two  discharges  there.  I  heard 
sovne  from  the  prison  yards  and  from  the  ram* 
parts.*  I  was  in  the  market  square  the  whole 
time  till  the  firing  ceased,  when  Major  Jolliff 
came  down  to  the  market  square.  I  gave  myself 
no  further  thoughts  to  the  mflitary,  my  whole 
mind  being  ocenpied  in  directing  assismnce  to 
the  wounded.  I  repeatedly  said  io  the  prisoneft, 
^For  Gk>d's  sake,  go  to  your  prisons,"  previously 
to  the  firing,  and  between  the  dischaiges;  for, 
being  between  the  soldiers  and  them,  I  wis 
warned  by  some* of  the  former  to  keep  clear  of 
thehr  fire,  otherwise  I  should  be  shot.  After  the 
firing  had  ceased,  and  I  got  the  receiving  house 
iloor  open  to  receive  the  wonnded,  I  went  into 
the  north  prison  yard  to  see  the  prisoners  shut 
up ;  the  turnkey  (iHicfaoUs)  of  No.  1  had  got  them 
au  to,  hut  the  door  was  not  secured,  bat  which 
was  soon  effected  by  the  miliury  without  firing. 
All  the  troops  were  marched  out  before  I  saw 
atiythiog  more:  I  was  in  my  undress  unilbrm, 
and  was  perfectly  unarmed^  I  never  did  give  an 
order  to  fire;  and  in  support  of  this  I  can  say,  I 
stated  in  my  official  letter  to  Qeneral  Brown, 
that  Major  Jolliff  gave  the  orders  to  fire,  coneeiv* 
ing  he  had  done  so,  from  seeing  the  major  appear 
at  that  moment.  Indeed,  in  a  former  conversa- 
tion with  General  Brown,  in  the  prMuee  of  Ma« 
jor  GHadding,  being  asked  whether,  if  an  attempt 
were  made  to  resist  the  authority  of  the  depot. 
I  should  order  the  mtlitarv  to  fire,  I  told  Ctoneral 
Brown,  as  well  as  the  major,  that  I  did  not  think 
myself  authorized  to  command  the  military  to 
fire,  because  it  was  their  duty  to  do  it  when  they 
thought  it  necessary.  I  do  not  recollect  asns- 
pensron  of  the  ringing  of  the  bell  and  then  oom^ 
mencing  a^^ain;  it  was  a  continual  ringing.  I 
ordered  it  in  consequence  of  seeing  that  the  pris- 
oners had  bH>ken  through  the  breaoh  in  tha  wall 
and  the  other  reported  breach^  I  did  not  hear 
any  order  to  fire;  it  must  be  understood  that  I 
was  with  the  prisoners,  who  were  making  a  gfcat 
noise,  hnrratng  and  rioting  at  the  time. 

The  two  best  prisons  (as  the  prisoners  call 
them)  are  the  two  smallest,  and  I  do  not  conceive 
them  to  be  the  best,  as  the  others  are  the  mont 
roomy,  and  have  been  put  in  a  state  of  repair 
since  the  release  of  the  French  prisonors;  those 
two  f  which  are  Nos.  8  and  6)  have  not.  Being 
smaller,  we  keep  one  of  them  for  a  receiving 
prison  for  any  draaghts  of  prisoners  who  may 
come  in  of  a  sudden  wet  and  fatigued ;  the  other, 
when  Doctor  Baird,  inspector  of  homtals,  was 
down,  he  requested  might  be  reserved  lor  particu- 
lar cases  of  contagion,  lis  a  sort  of  quarantine 
receiving  house  for  newly  arrived  prisoners,  to 

erevent  contagion  spreading;  the  prisoners  have 
een  distribute!  nearly  according  to  the  directions 
of 'Doctor  Baird,  (he  having  power  to  alter  the 


jistribution  on  his  visits.)  The  provisions  of  all 
the  prisoners  were  stopped  by  the  transport  boards 
direction,  for  undermming  the  pruons.  I  remon- 
strated  with  them  that  the  innocent  would  suffer 
with  the  guilty ;  but  they  replied  that  it  must  be 
so,  as  in  all  general  transactions  of  the  kind.  I 
was  not  out  of  the  market  square  until  all  the 
firing  had  ceased ;  i  was  not  in  No.  7  i«rd  until 
tn  hour  after  the  whole  was  over.  Qatchell's 
statement,  about  my  running  down  that  yard,  is 
not  true.  I  recollect  a  man  coming  up  the  mar- 
ket square  with  a  wounded  man,  and  after  being 
told  to  go  away  he  would  not,  and  I  gave  him  a 
push;  he  said  that  I  must  recollect  I  had  strode 
nim,  but  I  made  him  no  answer.  Taking  into 
consideration  the  apparent  temper  and  reaolntion 
of  the  prisoners^  ana  ihy  remonstrances  having 
no  effect,  I  do  not  think  they  could  have  been 
driven  back  without  firing ;  without  the  firing^  I 
think  they  might  have  forced  the  ffuard,  which 
they  were  in  the  attempt  to  do ;  if  that  guard 
had  been  forced,  the  depot  would  have  been  losL 
On  all  occasions  when  the  market  was  stoppedi 
or  any  measure  of  the  kind  was  taken,  it  was 
reported  to  the  Transport  Board,  alon^«wlth  the 
reasons  for  it,  and  they  sonietimes  directed  the 
stoppajge  to  be  continued.  I  am  in  the  hkbitof 
reporting  it  after  it  is  done.  (Captain  Shortland 
read  the  eopv  of  a  letter  to  the  Transport  Board, 
dated  14th  February,  1815:  it  states,  that,  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  escape  of  Simon  Hayes,  who 
had  been  dire^ed  by  the  board  to  be  kept  in  close 
confinement  in  the  Cachot,  and  his  taking  refuge 
among  the  prisoners,  and  the  disorderly  conduct 
of  the  prisoners  in  not  allowing  the  lamplighteia 
to  do  their  duty,  he  had  stopped  the  market ;  and 
he  read  their  answer,  dated  16th  February,  ap- 
proving of  the  measure  in  consequence  or  thh 
reasons  he  stated.)  The  market  has  not  been 
stopped  more  than  twice.  The  first  time  was  on 
the  24th  October,  1814|  on  account  of  the  prison- 
ers not  permitting  themselves  to  be  counted  out 
of  their  prisons  in  the  morning,  which  was  neces** 
sary  to  ascertain  if  there  was  any  escape.  In  a 
letter  (tf  the  S7th,  the  board  approved  of  the  mea'« 
sure.  In  consequence  of  this,  and  the  riotous 
conduct  of  the  prisoners,  Captain  Shortland 
stated  several  arrangements  he  had  made  since 
he  came  to  the  depot  for  the  welfare  of  the  pri»- 
oaers;  among  otnera,  the  following.  On  one 
occasion,  when  orders  had  been  sent  to  removu 
the  stoves  from  the  prison,  on  account  of  the 
health  of  the  prisonersi  he  wrote  a  very  stroi^ 
letter  to  the  board,  urging  that  they  might  be  re* 
tained,  as  they  were  very  instrumental  to  the 
comfort  of  the  prisoners.  All  the  letters  from 
prisonen  to  himsdf  he  opened  and  answered,  and 
he  keeps  a  clerk  for  the  mere  purpose  of  keeping 
accounts  of  moneys  received  for  tne  prisoners. 

He  dates  the  commencement  of  the  antipathy 
of  the  prisoners  to  him  from  the  time  when  he 
ffot  the  Transport  Board  to  proseente  some  men 
for  tattooing  others;  and  states^  (hat  till  that  he 
was  on  good  terms  with  them,  going  down  at  all 

I  times  among  them,  as  he  used  among  the  French 
prisoners. 
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of  John  C.  Clement, 
I  sailed  from  New  York  the  9th  January,  1813, 
on  board  the  brig  Scar,  Captain  Reed,  for  Bor- 
deaux, and  was  eaptared  on  the  dth  Febraary 
following,  in  tbe  Bay  of  Biscay,  by  His  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  ship  Superb,  (74,)  Honorable  Sir 
Charles  Paget,  commander.  Went  into  Basque 
Roads,  where,  with  other  ntisoners,  I  was  put  on 
board  the  Warspite,  (74,)  Captain  Sir  Henry 
Blackwood ;  proceeded  in  her  to  Plymouth,  (Eng- 
land,) and  on  10th  March  was  sent  on  board  the 
Hector,  prison  ship.  On  the  8d  April,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  of  us,  American  seamen,  were 
marched  to  Uartmoor  prison,  where  we  were 
stowed  in  among  nine  or  ten  thousand  French 
prisoners,  who  were  in  a  filthy,  dirty  condition, 
bnring  our  confinement,  Shortland,  the  keeper, 
repeatedly  stopped  our  markets  for  sereral  days 
at  a  time^  without  any  provocation,  or  giring  any 
reasons  for  this  conduct,  and  our  provisions  were 
repeatedly  short,  not  having  our  full  allowaace 
issued  us.  Shortland  attempted  several  times  to 
give  us  bad  bread  and  provisions,  and  was  guilty 
of  many  acts  tending  to  irritate  us,  and  render 
our  situation  very  uncomfortable.  On  the  5th  of 
April  last,  particularly,  he  gave  orders  to  the  con* 
tractors  to  serve  us  baa  bread,  which  the  prison- 
ers would  not  receive,  and,  at  the  usual  hour  of 
closing  the  jjrison^,  the  turnkeys  came  to  shut  us 
in  for  the  night;  but  we  proceeded  in  a  body  to 
the  market  square,  where  an  officer  of  the  guard, 
on  our  representations  to  him,  (Shortland  then 
being  absent  to  Plymouth.)  advised  us  to  return 
to  our  i^risons,  and  he  would  have  the  bread  sent 
us;  which  was  done,  and  we  retired  to  rest  about 
twelve  at  night. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  (the  following  day,)  at  6 
P.  M.,  while  a  number  of  American  prisoners  were 
playing  ball  in  yard  No.  7.  where  a  small  hole, 
the  size  of  a  large  pane  of  glass,  sufficiently  large 
to  admit «  boy  or  small  man  to  pass  through,  had 
been  made  by  some  person  or  persons  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  the  ball  when  it  flew  over  the 
wall  into  a  laige  yard  enclosed  by  high  walls, 
(wherein  the  soldiers  were  sutioned  in  the  bar- 
racks:) at  6  P.  M.,  as  before  mentioned.  Captain 
Shortland,  the  keeper,  entered  the  gate  of  No.  1, 
with  250  or  300  soldiers,  armed  with  muskeu  and 
bayonets,  the  alarm-bell  ringing  at  tbe  same  time, 
when  he  (Shortland)  ordered  one  of  the  soldiers 
to  fire  at  the  prisoners  in  yard  No.  1 :  the  soldier 
not  willingly  obeving,  he  snatched  a  musket  from 
one  of  them,  and  shot  a  prisoner.  The  soldiers 
then  commenced  firing  on  the  prisoners,  who 
were  then  sallying  oot  of  their  prisons  to  learn 
the  cause  of  the  firing;  the  soldiers  continuing  at 
the  same  time  to  re-ioad  and  fire  on  them.  Four 
or  five  soldiers  proceeded  at  this  time  also  to  the 
extremity  of  the  yard  in  pursuit  of  the  fiying 


ehot  the  flying  prisoners.  Shortland  and  the  soi- 
diers  then  proceeded  to  prison  No.  3,  (No.  2  being 
empty  and  closed,)  where  they  fired  through  the 
windows  and  doors  on  the  nrisoners  inaide.  and 


prisoners  inside,  and 


shot  through  the  heart  one  man  while  in  the  ad 
of  drinking  a  can  of  beer,  and  wounded  another 
as  he  was  endeavoring  to  escape  up  stairs  ;  they 
then  proceeded  to  yard  No.  4,  where  the  seeond 
lieutenant,  snatching  a  musket  out  of  a  soidier'a 
hand,  shot  a  boy ;  soldiels  firing  at  the  same  time 
into  the  prison,  through  the  doors  and  windows. 
After  haviuff  received  a  reinforcement  of  aoidlera 
they  proceeded  to  yard  No.  7,  where  they  com* 
menced  an  indiscriminate  fire  on  the  prisoners 
while  they  were  flying  to  escape  into  their  prisons. 

On  this  day  there  were  seven  prisooeis  killed 
on  the  spot,  and  thirty-eight  wounded,  three  of 
whom  died  two  days  after. 

On  the  7th  of  April  a  coroner's  inquest  waa 
beldf  composed  of  American  prisoners,  (the  offi- 
cers of  the  prison  being  present,  all  save  Captaia 
Shortland,)  when  a  verdict  of  ^  wilful  murder" 
was  brought  in.    On  the  8th  the  coroner's  inquest 
was  held,  composed  of  a  number  of  neighboring 
farmers,  who  returned  a  verdict  of  ^  justifiable 
homicide."    On  the  9th,  Admiral  Rowley  and  a 
British  post  captain  arrived  at  the  prison  (moul 
Plymouth,  by  direction  of  the  Transport  Board,  to 
inquire  of  the  prisoners  into  the  transaction.   Du- 
ring our  confinement  the  American  agent  (Bens* 
ley)  did  not  give  us,  say  from  the  2d  April,  1813^ 
to  March,  1814,  the  ds.  8cf.  sterling  per  month,  as 
well  as  the  suit  of  clothes  allowed  us  annually  by 
our  Government,  which  money  and  clothes  the 
prisoners  have  never  received ;  and  when  I,  with 
two  hundred  and  fifty  others,  were  released  from 
prison,  there  were  likewise  a  shir^  pair  of  shoes, 
and  6t.  ^(L  due  us,  which  we  never  received. 
The  prisoners  had  applied  to  Beasley  repeatedly  for 
what  was  due  them,  but  received  no  satisfaction. 

Ha  never  visited  the  prisons  but  once  during 
two  years  and  upwards  I  was  there.  The  tw» 
hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  (and  among  them  my- 
selO  were  released  from  prison  on  the  20ih  of 
April  last,  and  proceeded  to  PifmovLth^  Mud  wet9 
put  on  board  the  cartel  Maria  Christiana^  and  ar- 
rived at  New  York  on  5th  of  June,  1815.  I  did 
not  know,  nor  did  I  hear  of  a  plot  or  scheme  of 
escape  out  of  prison,  as  alleged  by  Bhoriland,  ia 
justification  of^his  attack  on  us  of  the  6th  April  ^ 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  my  firm  belief,  if  the  gates 
had  been  thrown  open  to  us  at  this  time,  none  of  us 
would  have  sallied  forth  to  escape,  because,  being 
most  of  us  destitute  of  money,  (the  agent  having 
withheld  out  pay;)  numbers  of  us  miserably 
clothed,  and  without  shoes,  (also  withheld  from 
us ;)  numbers  havinff  walked,  when  released  from 
prison,  barefoot  to  Plymouth ;  through  fear  also 
of  being  arrested  and  closely  confined,  or,  what 
was  more  probable,  impressed  into  the  Briiish 
service,  at  a  time  when  there  was  a  very  hot  im- 
pressment goiag  on  in  England ',  because  having 
abo  heard,  some  weeks  previous,  of  peace  having 
taken  place  between  Qreat  Britain  and  Americs, 
which  would  release  us  from  prison. 

I  know  of  no  cause  or  reason  that  can  justify 
the  unprovoked  attack  upon  us  by  Shortland  and 
the  soldiery,  but  do  verily  believe  that  the  thing 
was  wantonly,  wickedly,  and  maliciously  premed* 
itated  by  Slu>rtland  ana  his  officers,  to  spill  the 
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blood  uid  detirojr  a  naniber  of  unarmed,  defenee- 
Ie8s  American  seamen. 

Ererythio^  I  have  suted,  I  do,  to  the  best  of 
my  recollection,  believe  to  be,  withoot  the  least 
cxafffferation,  strictly  true. 

JOHN  C-  CLEMENT- 

Affirmed  before  JOHN  QEYER, 

An  Alderman  of  Philadelphia, 

JuN£  19, 1815. 


Letter  of  R.  Q.  Beasley  to  Captain  Shortland, 
dated  March  25, 1815. 

Letter  of  R.  G.  Beasley  to  Dr.  Qeorge  Magrath, 
surgeon  of  Dartmoor  prison,  dated  March  31, 1815. 

Letter  of  R.  G.  Beasley  to  the  committee  of 
American  prisoners  of  war  at  Dartmoor,  dated 
March  31, 1815. 


IM  ofpaptn  inpackH  marked  C. 

Eitracts  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  Gen 
eral  of  Prisoners  to  R.  G.  Beasley,  Esq.,  Amer- 
ican agent  for  prisoners  of  war  in  England,  dated 
March  6, 1815. 

Letter  of  the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners 
to  George  Barton,  Esq.,  dated  March  6, 1815. 

Table  of  provisions  to  be  allowed  to  prisoners 
of  war,  whether  American  or  British,  on  board 
of  vessels  transporting  them. 

Letter  from  R.  G.  Beastey  to  the  Commissary 
General  of  Prisoners,  dated  April  13, 1815. 
.  Letter  of  Alexander  McLeay  to  R.  G.  Beasley, 
dated  Transport  Office,  April  10, 1815. 

Letter  of  J.  P.  Morier  to  R.  G.  Beasley,  dated 
Foreign  Office,  April  11, 1815. 

Letter  of  J.  W.  Croker  to  J.  P.  Morier,  dated 
Admiralty  Office,  April  10, 1815. 

Letter  from  R.  G.  Beasley  to  the  Commissary 
Goneral  of  Prisoners,  dated  April  15, 1815. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  American 
prisoners  confined  at  Dartmoor,  dated  April  7, 
1815. 

Letter  of  R.  G.  Beasley  to  the  Commissary 
General  of  Prisoners,  dated  April  18, 1815. 

List  of  prisoners  wounded  on  the  evening  of 
the  6th  April,  1815,  signed  by  George  Magrath, 
sureeon. 

A  return  of  American  prisoners  of  war  who 
were  killed  and  wounded  in  an  attempt  to  force 
the  military  guard  at  Dartmoor  prison  on  the 
evening  of  the  6th  April,  1815,  signed  "  Thomas 
George  Shortland,  agent ;  Greorge  Magrath,  sur* 
geon." 

Letter  of  Alexander  McLeay  to  R.  G.  Beasley, 
dated  Transport  Office,  April  19, 1815. 

Letter  of  R.  G.  Beasley  to  the  Commissary 
General  of  Prisoners,  dated  April  30, 1815. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  R.  G.  Beasley  to  the 
Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated  October 
10, 1815. 

Letter  of  R.  G.  Beasley  to  Alexander  McLeay, 
dated  January  1, 1815* 

Letter  of  Alexander  McLeay  to  R.  G.  Beasley, 
dated  Transport  Office,  January  21,  1815. 

Letter  of  K.  G.  Beasley  to  Alexander  McLeay, 
dated  March  15, 1815. 

Letter  of  Alexander  McLeay  to  R.  G.  Beasley, 
dated  Transport  Office.  March  15, 1815. 

Extract  of  a  letter  irom  R.  G.  Beasley  to  the 
committee  of  American  prisoners  of  war  at  Dart* 
moor,  dated  March  22, 1815. 

Letter  of  R.  G.  Beaslay  to  the  American  pris- 
oners of  war  at  Ashbur ton,  dated  March  23,1815 


Egctraets  of  a  Utter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Beuhen  0.  Beaslev,  JSsg,,  American 
Agent  for  Prisoners  in  EnghnSj  dated 

Mabcb6.1815. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  November  17th, 
December  21st  ana  31st  last,  by  the  British  sloop 
of  war  Favorite.  I  could  write  you  nothin|^  de- 
finitive by  the  return  of  that  vessel,  in  relation  to 
the  arrangements  to  be  made  in  England  for  the 
restoration  of  our  prisoners  held  there,  as  I  could 
not,  until  after  the  time  her  despatches  left  the 
Seat  of  Government  of  the  United  States,  come 
to  an  understanding  with  Mr.  Baker,  Chargi  des 
Affiiires  for  His  Britannic  Majesty,  as  to  the 
terms  and  manner  of  restoring  the  prisoners  on 
both  sides  under  the  treaty. 

I  now  enclose  you  a  correspondence  begun  on 
the  22d  February,  and  concluded  on  the  28th,  on 
that  subject ;  by  this  you  will  perceive  the  con- 
struction which  is  given  here  m  relation  to  this 
point,  and  that  Mr.  Saker  has  declined  in  any  way 
to  commit  his  Government;  and  that,  in  order  to 
produce  as  little  ex|>ense  and  delay  as  possible  to 
either  Government  in  the  operation,  I  have  given 
him  the  election  of  several  propositions,  (after  he. 
declined  to  proceed  on  the  principle  which  I  had 
presumed  to  exist,  and  which, in  his  letter  of  the 
23d  February  he  appears  to  admit;)  that  each 
party  should  restore  to  the  countrv  from  which 
taken  the  prisoners  held  by  it ;  and  that  the  pro 
position  he  has  accepted  embraced  the  transpor 
tation  of  all  the  prisoners,  British  and  American^ 
at  English  or  American  stations  in  this  quarter, 
at  the  expense,  in  (he  first  instance,  of  this  Gov- 
ernment; the  accounts  to  be  adjusted  hereafter, 
according  to  justice  and  the  terms  of  the  treaty 
between  the  two  Governments.  Preparations  are 
now  actually  going  on  for  the  immediate  removal 
and  transportation  of  all  the  British  prisoners  we 
now  bold  in  this  country  ;  in  numbers  probably 
about  3,590,  military  and  maritime. 

The  question^  you  will  remark,  as  to  the  resto- 
ration of  American  prisoners  in  England,  is  left 
open.  You  are  requested,  immediately  on  the 
reception  uf  this  letter,  to  communicate  the  cor- 
respondence with  Mr.  Baker  to  the  proper  author- 
ity of  the  British  Government,  to  show  what  iy 
doing  here  in  relation  to  the  delivery  and  receipt 
of  prisoners  of  both  countries,  and  to  state  that 
the  liberal  proposition,  of  taking  upon  ourselves 
the  transportation  both  of  British  and  American 
prisoners,  and  to  make  the  requisite  advances  for 
this  purpose,  was  offered  in  that  spirit  of  amity 
which  it  was  deemed,  on  the  happy  return  of 
peace  between  the  two  nations,  to  belong  to  the 
case;  to  insure  the  most  speedy  relief  to  the  un- 
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fortanate  men  held  in  daranee  by  either ;  and  to 
lessen  the  expense  as  much  as  possible  to  both 
QoTernments;  and  with  an  express  reserration 
of  the  construction  of  the  treaty,  as  given  here 
without  commitment  of  the  principle  contended 
for  by  us,  that  is,  that  each  party  ahould  pay  the 
«xpense  of  the  transportation  and  delivery  of  the 
prisoners  held  by  it ;  that  the  operation  will  be 
{wrformed  in  the  most  economical  manner  prac- 
ticable ;  and  accurate  lists  of  prisoners  and  ac- 
counts kept  for  the  final  adjustment  of  an  account 
between  the  two  Gorernments.  And  you  w'ill 
require  of  the  British  Qorernment  to  transport 
and  deliver  ail  the  American  prisoners  now  in 
England,  or  elsewhere,  not  embraced  in  the  ar- 
rangement with  Mr.  Baker,  in  the  most  speedy 
and  convenient  manner.  If  this  be  consented  to. 
(as  I  trust  it  will,)  you  will  ask  to  be  permittea 
to  make  the  same  kind  of  interference  which  has 
been  afforded  here  td  the  British  agents,  as  by  the 
enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  to  Mr.  Barton  (delegated 
by  Mr.  Baker)  of  the  6th  instant. 

You  will  request  that  the  same  rations  be  al- 
lowed to  our  prisoners  which  are  supplieti  on 
board  ships  to  the  British  prisoners  about  to  be 
transported  from  this  country,  and  that  a  stiffi- 
eiencjr  of  sound  stores  be  laid  in  to  stipply  them 
for  nmety  days ;  and  you  will  apply  for  permis- 
sion to  place  on  board  each  transport  an  agent  on 
whom  you  can  relv,  who  shall  have  power  to  in- 
spect the  stores  ana  accommodations,  and  see  that 
the  prisoners  are  regularly  and  properly  supplied. 
Persons  proper  for  these  a|^ncies  may,  no  doubt, 
be  found  amon^  the  American  masters  and  mates, 
libw  prisoners  tn  England,  to  whom  it  will  be 
right  to  make  some  reasonable  compensation  for 
tfaieir  trouble — say  30  or  40  dollars  per  month; 
apd  you  will  instruct  each  in  writing,  and  direct 
ihem  to  make  report,  on  their  arrival,  to  this 
office.  You  will  require^  also,  that  the  British 
Government  put  a  surgeon  on  board  each  vessel, 
sopplied  with  a  proper  quantity  of  medicine  ana 
meaical  stores,  as  has  been  done  here. 

In  the  embarcation  and  distribution,  as  to  the 
porta  of  delivery  here,  you  will  have  examined 
carefully  all  the  lists ;  endeavor,  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, so  to  assort  the  prisoners  as  that  each  may 
be  placed,  as  far  as  is  conveniently  practicable, 
liearest  his  home,  or,  more  properly  speaking,  to 
th^  port  from  which  he  sailed ;  and,  for  this  pur* 
pose,  you  will  designate  for  the  destination  or  the 
transports  four  of  our  principal  ports  along  the 
coast^  that  is  to  say,  Boston,  New  York,  Norfolk, 
and  Uharlesion.  I  have  named  those  near  the 
ocean  as  being  most  easy  of  access,  and  less  liable, 
on  that  account,  to  objection.  To  prevent  com- 
plaint, it  will  be  proper,  with  as  few  exceptions  as 
possible,  to  send  those  prisoners  first  who  have 
Seen  longest  in  captivity.  There  is  no  other  rule 
that  carries  so  much  justice  with  it;  and  it  is 
mtcirally  to  be  expected  that,  after  such  lon^  and 
severe  confinement,  the  anxiety  of  our  unfortu- 
nate citizens,  so  held,  to  be  released,  will  be  very 
great;  and  preferences  out  of  turn  will  be  vie  wed 
with  great  jealousy  and  discontent. 

It  remaias  to  point  out  to  you  what  is  to  be 


done,  should  the  British  Qoverameat,  oader  all 
the  circumstances  stated,  refuse  Co  restore  to  na 
our  prisoners  in  England  at  ita  expense.  After 
makmg  all  proper  efforts  on  this  point,  and  wkh 
as  little  delay  as  possible,  should  you  fail,  tbere 
will  be  nothiaff  left  (having  first  protested  in  a 
respectful  but  firm  manner  against  sneh  refasal, 
should  it  happen,  and  giving  nottee  that  an  accu- 
rate account  will  be  kept  of  all  expenditures  made 
by  us,  in  this  part  of  the  transaction,  for  future 
adjustment  under  the  terms  of  the  treaty)  but  to 
ute  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  measures  of 
transporting  them,  at  the  expense  of  this  Gh>vem- 
meat,  in  the  first  instance  at  least,  to  the  United 
States. 

I  have  been  particular  in  mj  instructions  in 
this  letter  in  endeavoring  to  anticipate  alternatives, 
and  Co  put  you  fully  in  possession  of  my  ideas 
on  all  the  points  that  occur  to  me  at  present,  in 
order  that  you  may  be  prepared  to  proceed,  im- 
mediately on  its  reception,  in  some  one  coarse, 
without  a  moment's  delay.  The  operation  yoa 
will  have  to  perform,  whatever  course  be  taken, 
is  one  of  much  consequence  in  eveqr  view;  im- 
portant to  the  Government,  in  affording  the  mosc 
speedy  relief  possible  to  our  countrymen  placed 
in  the  hands  of  its  late  enemy  by  the  fate  of  war  ; 
higbly  interesting  to  these  unfortunate  men. 
Whose  anxiety  to  return  to  their  country  ana 
friends  must  increase  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
end  of  the  war,  and  the  expectation  that  nothing 
but  form^  and  want  of  opportunity  now  retard 
their  departure ;  and  of  great  consideration  to  the 
commercial  interest  of  the  United  States,  to  have 
restored  to  it  so  Diany  valuable  seamen  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 

Your  zeal  and  activity  are,  therefore,  ful/y 
counted  on,  to  do  all  that  may  depend  on  you  to 
conduct  this  business  to  the  best  advantage,  in  all 
its  bearings,  and  with  the  requisite  economy. 

I  particularly  recomniend  (bat  you  do  not  per- 
mir  the  interchange  of  sentiments,  in  negotiation 
with  the  British  Government,  as  to  the  mode  and 
expense  of  transportation,  to  be  spaa  out.  It  will 
be  expected  that  it  will  be  prompt  in  deciding  on 
the  course  it  may  determine  to  take  in  that  mat- 
ter. You  wUl  he  readily  able  to  show  the  neces- 
sity of  an  immediate  decision. 


From  the  Commiimajt  OeneralofPrimmen  ta  Cftorge 

3art^,  E»q» 

Office  Comm'rt  Ggn.  of  PaisoNsaa, 
WaMngUm,  March  6, 1615. 

Sir  :  Having  been  referred  to  you  by  AnthoQy 
St.  John  Baker,  Esq.,  Charff€  des  Affaires  of  His 
Britannie  Mi^esty  in  the.  CJnited  States,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  steps  i^cessary  to  be  taken  to  carry 
into  execution  the  restoration  of  the  prisoners  of 
war,  American  and  British,  held  in  the  United 
States,  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  West  In- 
dies, according  to  the  understanding  which  has 
taken  place  between  him  and  myseit,  (of  the  na- 
ture of  which  you  are  apprized,)  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  orders,  some  days  ago,  have 
been  given  for  the  immediate  march  of  all  the 
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British  priftoners  etptnred  on  land  or  the  lakes 
to  the  frontiers  of  Canada,  to  be  delivered  at  or 
near  Odietown,  and  for  the  immediate  embarca- 
tion^  in  commodious  ressels,  of  all  the  maritime 

Kistoners  held  at  New  York,  Providenee,  Rhode 
land,  Balem,  and  at  anjr  port  east  of  Salem, 
(eomprising  all  the  prisoners,  indeed,  held  at  or 
east  of  New  York,)  for  Halifhx.    These  will  be 
transported  in  the  public  cartel  sbips  Perseverance 
and  Analostan,  and  an  additional  private  trans- 
port ordered  to  be  taken  up  at  Salem.    All  the 
prisoners  held  at  New  York  or  Providence  will 
be  sent  from  Providence  in  the  Perseverance  or 
Analostan,  whichever  is  first  ready  i  and  those 
at  Salem,  or  east  of  it,  or  at  any  intermediate 
port,  will  be'  sent  in  the  other  public  ship^nd 
in  the  private  shin  from  Salem.     The  Brit- 
iaii  prisoners  at  Phuadelphia  have  been  ordered 
this  day  to  be  removed  to  New  York,  where 
they  Will    be   embarked   in   the  frigate   John 
Adams,  armed  en  flute^  for  Bermuda.     Those 
who  were  held  in  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake 
hMTt  been  ordered  to  be  delivered  on  board  the 
British  public  ships  now  in  those  waters,  by  an 
understanding  had  with  the  senior  officer,  (Cap- 
tain Clavetl,  of  the  frigate  Orlando,)  and,  it  is 
g resumed,  have  been  by  this  time  received  by 
im.    All  those  in  North  or  South  Carolina,  or 
Qeorgia,  will  be,  as  soon  as  practicable,  embarked 
from   Wilmington.  Charleston,  and  Savannah, 
fbr  Bermuda,  in  public  ships  or  private  transports! 
As  soon  as  the  vessels  are  designated,  which  will 
be  in  a  few  days,  you  will  be  informed.    Orders 
have  been  sent  to  the  marshal  of  Orleans  to  col- 
lect and  deliver,  forthwith,  all  the  British  pris- 
oners in  that  State,  and  the  adjoining  Territories, 
to  the  British  officer  commanding^  in  those  wa- 
ters; and  it  is  presumed  they  will  reach  him 
time  enough  to  dispose  of  them  before  your  pub- 
lic ships  withdraw  from  that  quarter.    All  these 
arringements  have  been  made,  or  are  now  in 
train,  as  I  believe,  according  to  the  detail  settled 
in  diflerent  conversations  between  you  and  my- 
self.   If  there  is  anything  in  what  i  have  stated 
different  from  your  understanding  of  it,  I  shall  be 
gbd.  as  far  as  is  in  my  power,  to  conform  to  it. 
I  have  ffiven  particular  orders  that  the  British 
prisoners  be  not  put  in  such  numbers  on  board 
the  vessels  transporting  them  as  to  crowd  them 
improperlv,  and  am  willing,  if  you  think  proper, 
that  this  shall  be  regulated  by  a  certain  number 
of  men  per  ton.    I  have  directed  that  sound  and 
wholesome  provisions,  and  plenty  of  water,  be 
laid  in  f6r  them,  and  served  out  on  the  passage 
in  rations,  as  by  the  enclosed  table ;  that  a  sur- 
geon be  ailotted  to  each  ship,  provided  with  a 
proper  quantity  of  medical  and  hospital  st6res; 
and  I  have  directed  the  agents  of  this  office,  at 
the  ports  from  which  the  prisoners  are  to  be  em- 
barked, to  make  provision  on  board  each  ship 
for  the  accommodation  of  an  agent,  to  be  put  on 
beard  by  you,  if  you  think  proper  to  do  so,  to 
superintend  the  treatment  and  accommodation  of 
the  prisoners,  and  to  inspect  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  provisions  issued  to  them  on  the 
passage;  and  the  masters  of  the  respective  ships 


will  be  instructed  to  respect  such  agents  on  your 
part  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  assigned 
them. 

In  conformity  with  the  request  made  in  vour 
letter  of  the  25th  February,  I  have  directed  the 
marshal  of  North  Carolina,  and  all  the  other 
marshals  of  the  different  States  having  charge  of 
British  prisoners,  to  release  all  the  British  prison- 
ers, officers  in  their  districts,  respectively,  whether 
of  public  or  private  service,  who  may  not  choose 
to  wait  the  sailing  of  the  cartels,  and  to  permit 
them  to  leave  the  country  at  their  option  and  ex* 
pense. 

I  have  ordered  that  all  the  British  maritime 
prisoners  be  held  and  subsisted,  as  heretofore,  at 
the  several  depots,  until  they  are  regularly  em- 
barked. If  it  be  vour  wish,  however,  that  any 
portion  of  these,  other  than  those  you  have  already 
designated  for  that  purpose,  should  be  discharged 
in  the  United  States,  it  shall  be  done. 

I  have  the  honor* to  be,  &c. 

J.  MASON. 

Gboroe  Barton,  Esq. 

TaUe  ifnrmiiaHms  to  be  allowed  to  nnsonert,  wkeiket 
.  AmeneaHorBriiiohjonboardo/veaoekirm^MH^ 
ingihem. 

Bajft  AlloimMigrMChpvsoa. 

Sunday  1  lb.  beef,  llbibiead,  i  lb.  potatoes. 
Monday  1  lb»  bee(  1  lb.  bread,  i  lb.  potatoes; 
Tuesday  1  lb.  pork*  1  lb.  bnad,  i  pint  pose. 
Wadnood^  1  lb*  hoof,  1  lb.  bread,  |  lb.  potatoes. 
Thursday  1  lb.  beef,  1  lb.  bread,  .  { lb.  potatoes. 
Friday  1  lb.  pork,      1  lb.  bread,     i  pint  peas. 

Saturday      1  lb.  beef^      1  lb.  bread,     i  lb.  potatoes. 
1  gUlofvinegsrperwodk. 
9  quarts  of  water  per  day. 

SaCAVITVlATIOll. 

Beef      ...  6  poande  per  man  per  Week. 

Poik       •  -  -  3     do.  dOk  do. 

Bleed     •  -  -  7     do.  do.  do.* 

Potatoes*  -  •  4     do.  do.  do. 

Pesa       •  •  -  1  pint  do.  do. 

Vinegar  -  •  -  1  gill  do.  ,  do. 

Water     -  -  -  21  quarts  do.  do.* 

OmcB  ov  Comm'sv  Gbv.  o«  PaisovaBSt 

J.MAdON. 


#Vmi  M.  O.  BMmkif  4o  ike  Oomminary  Otnetal  of 

Pntonen. 

London^  April  13, 1815. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  your 
letters  of  the  15th  January,  6th.  (two,)  and  8th  of 
Blareh.  I  shall  avail  myself  or  the  earliest  occa- 
sion to  notice  their  contents.  In  the  mean  time^ 
I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  communicated  to 
the  Transport  Board  the  correspondence  between 
yourself  and  Mr.  Baker  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
storation of  prisoners,  and  have  called  on  them  to 
undertake  the  transportation  to  the  United  States 
of  our  prisoners  in  this  country.  Prior,  however, 
to  the  receipt  of  your  letter  on  this  subject,  I  had 
engaged  in  this  port  nine  ships  for  tfale  convey- 
ance of  our  prisoners,  several  of  which  have 
sailed  for  Plymouth  to  take  them  on  board.    I, 
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in  the  first  iostaDce.  endeaVored  to- engage  resfels 
at  Portsmouth  and  Plymouth;  but  the  turn  of 
afiairs  in  France  having  induced  this  Govern- 
ment to  take  up  transports  for  the  conveyance  of 
troops,  I  could  obtain  none  in  those  ports. 

It  is  with  extreme  regret  I  have  to  state,  that 
on  the  6th  instant  the  guard  of  the  depot  at  Dart- 
moor, by  order  of  th^  agent,  fired  on  the  Ameri- 
can prisoners,  killed  five«and  wounded  thirtjf- 
four.  I  transmit,  herewith,  two  reports  of  this 
unfortunate  affiiir,  (one  from  the  Transport  Board, 
and  one  from  the  Admiralty  Office,  through  the 
Foreign  Office.) 

By  the  latter  you  will  perceive  that  the  pris- 
oners are  accused  of  having  attempted  to  liberate 
themselves  by  force,  and  are  stated  to  have  beeik 
urged  to  this  by  the  impression  they  were  under 
that  their  own  Government  had  neglected  to 
provide  means  for  their  early  conveyance  home. 

As  the  prisoners  have  been  constantljr  informed 
of  the  exertions  made  by  me  for  their  release, 
and  as  on  this  occasion  i  had  written  twice  to 
let  them  know  the  number  of  vessels  taken  up 
for  their  conveyance  home,  and  the  time  they 
might  be  expected  at  Plymouth,  it  is  diflieult  to 
believe,  under  such  cireumstaoees,  that  this  is 
really  the  cause  of  this  melancholy  occurrence. 
I  shair,  therefore,  inquire  most  minutely  into  all 
the  circumstances  attending  it,  and  shall  commu- 
nicate the  result  to  you,  as  also  the  names  of 
those  who  have  been  killed  and  wounded. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  G.  BEABLET. 

The  Hon.  John  Mabon,  Ae. 


From  Akxandet  MiLeay  to  A.  O*  BtoBlty. 

Trah  8P0RT  OmoB,  April  10, 1815. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for 
the  transport  service,  ^.  to  acquaint  you,  that, 
by  a  letter  this  day  received  from  Capum  Short- 
land,  the  agent  for  prisoners  of  war  at  Dartmoor 
prison^  it  appears  that  on  the  6th  instant  the 
American  prisoners  confined  at  that  depot  made 
a  breach  in  the  prison  wall,  and  attempted  to 
liberate  themselves,  by  making  a  violent  attack 
on  the  guard ;  and  that  it  became  indispensably 
necessary,  in  order  to  quell  the  revolt,  for  the 

tuard  to  fire  upon  them  %  in  consequence  of  which 
ve  of  the  prisoners  were  killed  and  thtrty*three 
were  wounded. 

lam  further  directed  to  observe,  that  it  is  much 
to  be  lamented  that  the  extreme  impatience  of 
these  unfortunate  men  to  be  discharged,  at  a 
time  that  measures  were  in  a  train  for  their  liber- 
ation, should  have  produced  such  melancholy 
consequences.    I  am,  d^, 

ALEX.  McLE AY,  Secretary. 
R.  G.  BsA8LET|  Esq. 


From  J.  P.  Morier  to  E.  G.  Beoiky. 

FoBEiGN  Opfiob,  April  11, 1835. 

Bib  :  I  lose  no  time  ih  transmitting  to  you  the 
^Py  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  Mr. 
Crocker,  of  the  Admiralty,  giving  a  circumstan- 


tial account  of  the  alarming  riot  which  broke  out 
on  the  6th  instant  amongst  the  American  prison- 
ers of  war  confined  at  Dartmoor,  and  of  the  meas- 
ures which  it  became  neeessacy  to  pursue  for  the 
purpose  of  restoring  order ;  and  I  an  directed  by 
Lord  Castlereagh  to  request  that  voa  wiU  take 
an  early  opportunity  of  forwarding  this  stateneoc 
of  the  unfortunate  event  to  your  Qovecnment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yoiu  most  obedienc 
humble  servant, 

J.  P.  MORIER. 

R.  G.  Bbaslbt,  Esq. 


From  J.  W.  CnkerioJ.  P.  Morier. 

Admiralty  Orrics,  AprU  10, 1815. 

Sib:  My  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admi- 
ralty think  it  right  to  acquaint  Lord  Castlereagh 
that,  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  instant,  a  very 
alarming  riot  broke  out  amonff  the  American 
prisoners  of  war  confined  at  Dartmoor.    The 
rioters,  it  appears,  endeavored  to  overpower  the 
guard,  to  force  the  prison,  and  had  actually  seized 
the  arms  of  some  of  the  soldiers,  and  nude  a 
breach  in  the  walls  of  the  depot,  wnen  the  guard 
found  itself  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  their  fire* 
arms,  and  five  ofthe  rioters  were  killed  and  thirty- 
three  wounded;  after  which  the  tumult  subsided, 
and  the  depot  was  placed  in  a  state  of  tranquil* 
lity  and  securitv. 

Admiral  Sir  J.  T.  Duckworth,  Commander-in« 
Chief  at  Plymouth,  having  received  information 
of  this  unfortunate  event,  lost  no  time  in  directing 
Rear-Admiral  Sir  Josias  Rowley,  Bart.  and&« 
B.,  and  Captain  Shornbergy  the  two  senior  offi- 
cers at  that  port,  to  proceed  to  Dartmoor,  and  to 
inquire  into  the  circumstances.  Those  officers 
accordingly  repaired  to  the  depot,  where  they 
found,  on  examination  of  the  officers  of  the  depoL 
and  all  the  American  prisoners  who  were  callea 
before  them,  that  the  circumstances  o£  the  riot 
were  as  before  stated,  aad  that  no  excuse  cooid 
be  assigned  for  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners  bat 
their  impatience  to  be  released;  and  the  Ameri- 
cans unanimously  declared  thai  their  complaint 
of  delay  was  not  against  the  British  Giovernment, 
but  against  their  own,  which  ought  to  have  sent 
means  for  their  early  conveyance  home ;  and.  in 
replies  to  distinct  questions  to  that  effect,  they 
declared  they  had  no  ground  of  complaint  what- 
soever. 

Their  Lordships  think  it  risht  to  add,  that,  on 
the  15lh  of  last  month,  they  directed  the  Trans- 
port Board  to  take  measures  for  carrying  the  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  for  the  release  of  Americaa 
prisoners  into  effect ;  and  again,  on  the  30th  ulti- 
mo. I  was  directed  to  write  to  know  what  atepa 
had  been  taken  under  these  directions;  and  the 
Transport  Board  answered,  in  their  letter  of  the 
next  day,  that  they  had  communicated  with  Mr. 
Beasley,  the  American  agent,  on  the  subject, 
who  had  acquainted  them  that  he  had  already 
provided  some  transporu,  and  was  emnloyed  in 
procuring  others,  for  the  conveyance  oi  the  pris- 
oners to  America. 

It  will  be  for  Lord  Castlereagh  to  judge  whether 
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it  fliav  aoc  lie  |>roper  to  make  a  eommuDieetioo 
on  this  sabjeet  to  the  Americma  GtoverDinent. 
I  am,  ±e.  h  W.  CROKER. 

J.  P.  MoHUBR,  Esq. 


Fr(nn  R.  O,  Beaaley  to  the  Commissary  General  of 

Prisoners* 

London,  April  15, 1815. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  our  prisoners  on  the  lameatahle  transac- 
tioB  of  the  6ch  instant,  which  I  commnnicated  to 
yoQ  on  the  13th,  with  a  sutemeot  from  the  Ad- 
miraltf  office  on  that  subject. 

I  bave  transmiued  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  to  Lord  Castlerea^h,  as  also  affidavits 
of  three  prisoners,  who  were  m  the  prison  at  the 
tiflae,  ana  hare  since  arrived  in  town. 

Ae  soon  as  I  can  obtain  a  list  of  the  names  of 
the  unfortunate  sufferers,  it  shall  be  uansmitted 
to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

R.  O.  BEASLEY. 

The  Hon.  John  Mason,  Ac.  * 


himself  opened  the  gates,  and  ordered  the  soldiers 
to  fire  in  among  the  prisoners,  who  were  all  re- 
treating in  di&rent  directions  towards  tiieir  re- 
spective prisons.  It  appears  there  was  some  hesi- 
tation in  the  minds  of  the  officers,  whether  or  not 
it  was  proper  to  fire  upon  the  prisoners  in  that 
situation ;  on  which  Snortland  seized  a  musket 
out  of  the  hands  of  a  soldier,  which  he  fired.  Im- 
mediately after,  the  firing  became  general,  and 
many  of  the  prisoners  were  either  killed  or  wound- 
ed ;  the  remainder  were  endeavoring  to  get  into 


P^rom  the  Committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
dreumstanees  attending  the  massacre  at  Dart' 


moor* 


We,  the  undersigned,  being  each  severally  sworn 
on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  Qod,  for 
the  investigation  of  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  late  massacre,  and  having  heard  the 
.  depositions  of  a  great  number  of  witnesses, 
from  our  own  personal  knowledge,  and  from 
the  depositions  given  in  as  aforesaid,  report  as 
follows : 

That,  on  the  6th  of  April,  about  six  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  when  the  prisoners  were  all  quiet  in 
their  respective  yards,  (it  being  about  the  usual 
time  for  turning  in  for  the  night,)  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  prisoners  being  then  in  the  jjrisons, 
the  alarm  bell  was  rung.  Many  of  the  prisoners 
ran  up  to  the  market  square  to  learn  the  occasion 
of  the  alarm.  There  were  then  drawn  up  in  the 
square  several  hundred  soldiers,  with  Captain 
Bhortland  (the  agent)  at  their  head ;  it  was  like- 
wise observed,  at  the  same  time,  that  additional 
numbers  of  soldiers  were  posting  themselves  round 
t^e  walls  of  the  prison  yard.  One  of  them  ob- 
served to  the  prisoners  that  thev  had  better  go 
into  their  prisons,  for  they  would  be  charged  upon 
difectly.  This,  of  coursci  occasioned  considera- 
ble alarm  among  them ;  in  this  moment  of  uncer- 
tainty they  were  running  in  different  directions, 
inquffing  of  each  other  what  was  the  cause  of  the 
alarm— some  towards  their  respective  prisons, 
and  some  towards  the  market  square ;  when  about 
one  hundred  were  collected  in  the  market  square, 
Captain  Shortland  ordered  the  soldiers  to  charge 
apon  them,  which  orders  the  soldiers  were  reluc- 
tant in  obeying,  as  the  prisoners  were  using  no 
violence ;  but,  on  the  orders  being  repeated,  they 
made  a  charge,  and  the  prisoners  retreated  out  of 
the  square  into  their  respective  prison  yards,  and 
shot  the  gates  after  them*    Captain  Shortland 


the  prisons,  when,  going  towards  the  lower  doors, 
the  soldiers  on  the  walls  commenced  firing  on 
them  from  that  quarter,  which  killed  some,  and 
wounded  others;  aAer  much  difficulty,  (all  the 
doors  being  closed  in  the  interim  but  one  m  each 
prison,)  the  survivors  succeeded  in  gaining  the 
prisons.  Immediately  after  which,  parties  of  sol- 
diers came  to  the  doors  of  Nos,  3  and  4  prisons, 
and  fired  several  volle)[s  into  them  through  the 
windows  and  doors,  which  killed  one  man  in  each 
prison,  and  wounded  severely  several  others. 

It  likewise  appears  that  the  preceding  butchery 
was  followed  up  with  a  disrosition  of  peculiar 
inveteracy  and  barbarity.  One  man,  who  had 
been  severely  wounded  in  No.  7  yard,  and,  being 
unable  to  make  his  way  to  the  prison,  was  come 
up  with  by  the  soldiers,  whom  he  implored  for 
mercy,  but  in  vain  ;^De  of  the  hardeneo  wretches 
immediately  levelled  their  pieces  at  him,  and  shot 
him  dead  1  The  soldiers  who  were  posted  on  the 
walls  manifested  equal  cruelty,  by  Keeping  up  a 
constant  fire  on  every  prisoner  they  could  see  in 
the  yard  endeavoring  to  get  into  the  prbons,  when 
the  numbers  were  very  few,  and  when  not  the 
least  shadow  of  resistance  could  be  made  or  ex- 
pected. Some  of  them  had  got  into  No.  6  prison 
cook-house,  which  was  pointed  ont  by  the  sol- 
diers on  the  walls  to  those  who  were  marching 
in^from  the  square ;  they  immediately  went  up 
and  fired  into  the  same,  which  wounded  several. 
One  of  the  prisoners  ran  out,  with  the  intention 
of  gaining  his  prison,  but  was  killed  before  he 
reached  the  door. 

Ou  an  impartial  consideration  of  all  the  circum* 
stances  of  the  case,  we  are  induced  to  believe  it  was 
a  premeditated  scneme  in  the  mind  of  Captain 
Shortland,  for  reasons  which  we  will  now  proceed 
to  give.  As  an  elucidation  of  its  origin,  we  will 
recur  back  to  an  event  which  happened  some  days 
previous.  Captain  Shortland  was  at  the  time 
absent  at  Plymouth,  but,  before  going,  he  ordered 
the  contractor  or  his  clerk  to  serve  out  one  pound 
of  Indifferent  hard  bread,  instead  of  one  pound 
and  a  half  of  soft  bread,  their  usual  allowance. 
This  the  prisoners  refused  to  receive.  Thev 
waited  all  aay,  in  expectation  of  their  usual  al- 
lowance being  served  out ;  but  at  sunset,  finding 
this  would  not  be  the  case,  they  burst  open  the 
lower  gates^  and  went  up  to  the  store,  demanding 
to  have  their  bread.  The  officers  of  the  garrison, 
on  being  alarmed,  and  informed  of  the  reasons  of 
this  proceeding,  observed  that  it  was  no  more 
than  right  the  prisoners  should  have  their  usual 
allowance,  and  strongly  reprobated  the  conduct 
of  Captain  Shortland  in  withholding  it  from 
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them.  They  were  aeeordingly  served  with  their 
bread,  and  quietly  retarned  to  their  prisons.  This 
circamstance,  with  the  censures  that  were'thrown 
on  his  conduct,  reached  the  ears  of  Shortland  on 
his  return  home,  and  he  must  then  hare  deter^ 
mined  on  the  diabolical  plan  of  seizing  the  first 
slight  pretext  to  torn  in  the  military  to  butcher 
the  prisoners,  for  the  gratification  of  his  malice 
and  rerenge.  It  unfortunately  happened,  that  in 
the  aAernoon  of  the  6th  of  April  some  bojs^  who 
were  playing  ball  in  No.  7  yard,  knocked  their  ball 
over  into  the  barrack  yard,  and,  on  the  sentry  in 
that  yard  refusing  to  throw  it  back  again,  they 
picked  a  hole  through  the  wall  to  get  in  ai^er  it 
This  afforded  Shortland  his  wished-for  pretext, 
and  he  took  his  measures  accordinglv.  He  had 
all  the  garrison  drawn  up  in  the  military  walk, 
additional  numbers  posted  on  the  walls,  and  every- 
thing ready  prepared  before  the  alarm  bell  was 
rung.  This  he  naturally  concluded  would  draw 
the  attention  of  a  great  number  of  prisoners  to- 
wards the  gate,  to  learn  the  catue  of  the  alarm, 
while  the  turnkeys  were  despatched  into  the  yards 
to  lock  all  the  doors  but  one  of  each  prison,  to 
prevent  the  prisoners  retreating  out  of  the  way 
before  he  had  sufficiently  wreaked  his  vengeance. 

What  adds  peculiar  weight  to  the  belief  of  its 
being  a  premeditated  massacre,  are— 

Firstly.  The  sanguinary  disposition  manifested 
on  every  occasion  bv  Shortland ;  he  having,  prior 
to  this  time,  orderea  the  soldiers  to  fire  into  the 
prisons,  through  the  windows,  upon  unarmed 
prisoners  asleep  in  their  hammocks,  on  account 
of  a  light  having  been  seen  in  the  prisons ;  which 
barbarous  act  was  repeated  several  nights  succes- 
sively ;  that  murder  was  not  committed  was  ow- 
ing  to  an  overruling  Providence  alone,  for  the 
buls  were  picked  up  in  the  prisons,  where  they 
passed  through  the  hammocks  of  men  then  asleep 
in  them ;  he  having  ordered  the  soldiers  to  fire  upon 
the  prisoners  in  the  yard  of  No.  7  prison,  because 
they  would  not  deliver  up  to  him  a  oian  who  had 
made  his  escape  from  the  Cachot,  which  order 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  soldiers  refused  to 
obev ;  and,  generally,  he  having  seized  on  every 
slight  pretext  to  injure  the  prisoners,  by  his  stop- 
ping the  marketing  for  ten  days  repeatedly,  and 
once  a  third  part  of  their  provisions  for  the  same 
lenjfth  of  time. 

Secondly.  He  having  been  heard  to  say,  when 
the  boys  had  picked  the  hole  in  the  wall,  and  some 
time  before  the  alarm  bell  rung,  and  while  all  the 
prisoners  were  quiet  in  their  respective  yards,  as 
usual,  **  111  fix  the  damned  rascals  directly." 

Thirdlv.  His  having  all  the  soldiers  on  their 
posts,  and  the  garrison  fully  prepared,  before  the 
alarm  bell  was  rung.  It  couM  not,  of  course,  then 
be  done  to  assemble  the  soldiers,  but  to  alarm  the 
prisoners  and  create  confusion  among  them. 

Fourthly.  The  soldiers  on  the  wall,  previous 
to  the  alarm  bell  being  rung,  informing  the  pris- 
oners that  they  would  oe  charged  upon  directly. 

Fifthly.  The  turnkeys  going  into  the  yard  and 
closing  all  the  doors  but  one  in  each  prison,  whilst 
the  attention  of  the  prisoners  was  attracted  by  the 
alarm  bell.    This  was  done  about  fifteen  minutes 


sooner  thaa  nsid,  aid  without  iofbrmhig  ^e 
prisonen  it  was  time  to  Au\  op.  Iv  was  erar  ^bt 
invariable  praetioe  of  the  turnkeys,  ffrom  wfcieh 
they  never  deviated  before  thatnighc,)  when  dom- 
ing into  the  yards  to  shut  up,  to  ^lUoo  to  the  prim- 
oners  so  loud  as  to  be  beard  all  over  the  yarda^ 
"  turn  in,  turn  in ;"  while  on  that  night  it  was 
done  so  secretly,  that  not  one  man  in  a  hoadred 
knew  they  were  shut ;  and,  in  particular,  their 
shutting  the  door  of  No.  7,  which  the  priaoBcrs 
usually  go  in  and  out  at,  (and  which  wasfonaer- 
ly  always  the  last  one  closed,)  aad  leaving  one 
open  in  the  other  end  of  the  prison,  wiriek  waa 
exposed  to  a  cros84ire  frcmi  the  soldiers  on  the 
walls,  and  which  the  prisonera  had  to  pass  in 
gaining  the  prison. 

It  appears  to  us  that  the  foregoing  reasoos  svl^ 
ficientiy  warrant  the  conclusions  we  hare  thawa 
therefrom.    We  likewise  believe,  from  the  depo- 
sitions of  men  who  were  eye-witneaeee  of  a  part 
of  Shortland^s  conduct  on  the  evening  of  the  6tli 
April,  that  he  waa  intoxicated  with  u^ uor  at  flie 
time,  from  hie  brutality  in  beating  a  pnsoner  who 
was  then  supporting  another  sewcly  vooaded; 
from-  the  blackgdard  and  abosire  language  he 
made  use  of  j  and  from  his  having  freqnentlF 
bcea  seen  in  the  same  state.    His  Deing  diuDk 
was,  of  course,  the  means  of  inflaming  his  bitter 
enmitjT  against  the  prisoners,  and  no  doubt  was 
the  principal  cause  of  the  indiscriminate  butch- 
ery, and  or  no  quarter  being  shown. 

We  here  solemnly  aver,  there  was  no  precon- 
certed plan  to  attempt  breakinff  out.  There  can- 
not be  produced  the  least  shadow  of  a  reason  or 
inducement  for  that  intention,  the  prisoners  daily 
expecting  to  be  released,  and  to  eml^rk  on  board 
cartels  for  their  own  native  country;  and  we  sol- 
emnly assert,  likewise,  that  there  was  ao  inten- 
tion of  resisting,  in  any  manner,  the  authority 
of  the  government  of  this  ^e^u 

[S^ed  by  (be  Comaittee.J 

N.  B.  Seven  were  killed,  thirty  dangerousiy 
and  thirty  slightly  wounded,  making  a  total  of 
sixty-seven  kiUed  and  wounded. 

DuiTMooa  Prison,  A^ril  7, 1815. 

We  hereby  certify  this  to  be  a  true  copy  of  Oka 
original  report : 

WilUam  B.  Bond,    William  Hobart, 
James  Boggs,  James  Adams, 

Francis  Joseph,         Joha  T.  Trowbridge, 
Joha  Rust,  Heary  Allen, 

Walter  Coltoa,         Thomas  B.  Mott, 

CommiUoe. 


R,  g.  Bonkjf  to  the  Commmmry  OmtroiQ/Pfiamma^ 

LoNDOlf,^dJ9ri(  18, 1815. 
Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit,  on  the  13th 
and*  15th  instant,  two  reports  on  the  unfortunate 
transaction  of  the  6th  instant  at  Dartmoor  prison 
— *the  one  by  the  British  authorities,  and  the  other 
by  a  committee  of  our  prisoners.  The  latter  I 
lost  no  time  in  laying  before  this  QoveraBient, 
and,  on  the  receipt  of  it,  Lord  Castlereagh  sought 
an  interview  with  Mr.  Olay  and  Mr.  GhtUatin,  at 
which  it  was  agreed  that  each  party  should  ap- 
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point  a  eommissioiijer  to  investigate  the  cirenm- 
stanees.  If  it  bad  suited  the  coDTenienee  of  Mr. 
Clay  or  Mr.  GblJatio  to  hare  undertaken  it,  one 
of  the  British  Commissioners  who  signed  the 
Treatj  of  Ghent  would  hare  been  appointed  to 
act  with  him ;  .but  as  neither  of  these  gentlemen 
could  go,  and  as  my  presence  here  could  not  be 
dispensed  with  at  present,  they  advised  me  to  ap- 
Uly  to  Mr.  Chailca  Kisg,of  New  York^  who  lias 
readily  undertaken  to  aet,  altheaah  it  interferes 
iu  soma  degree  with  hi»  private  afiairs. 

Mr.  King  left  town  last  evening  for  Dartmoor, 
with  a  Mr.  Larpent^  who  is  to  act  with  him. 

The  result  ot  the  investigation  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  you  as  soon  as  received  $  in  the  meiin- 
time,  I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  state 
that  every  disposition  has  been  manifested  to  do 
what  is  due  to  the  occasion. 

I  transmit,  herewith,  a  list  of  the  unfortunate 
stifferers  in  this  affiiir. 

I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have 
just  zeeeived  from  the  Transport  Bpard,  relative 
to  the  proposals  I  made,  oa  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  6th  ultimo,  for  sending  home  our 
prisoners. 

Ix.  i»  praper  that  I  should  here  remark,  that,  ai 
the  interview  which  took  place  between  Lord 
Castlereagh  and  Messrs.  Clay  and  Ghillatin,  his 
Lordship  proposed  tbia  arrangement,  and  tlwt 
these  gentlemen  advised  me  to  agree  to  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^. 

R.  a  BBASLBY. 

The  :HQn.  John  Mason,  ^. 


JAH  of  prwmtn  vtwmdaj  on  the  evening  of  the  Bih 

Apriif  1816. 

Thomas  Smith,  amputated  thigh. 
Philip  Fold,  punotured  wound  of  the  back,  and 
punctured  wound  o^  the  belly. 
John  .Qwy,  amputated  arm. 
iftWiUeV 


____    ,   ,(tawney,)  amputated  tbi^. . 

James  Bell^  bayonet  woui^d  of  the  thigh. 

Thomaa  Fiadiay,  aunshot  wound  through  the 
thifb  aad  teetiele;  the  ball  entered  the  hip,  and 
passed  out^he^iave  pact  of  the  tlugb,and  thcougb 
the  testiole. 

William  Leverage,  lacerated  hand  and  ampu- 
tated thumb. 

Joseph  iBeseck,  (alias  Ma8iek,)g»n0hot  wound 
of  the  thiffh.  throuah  which  the  bail  passed. 

John  Willett,  (black,)  fractured  jaw,  lacerated 
hip,  complicated  with  a  shattered  state  of  the 
upper  jaw. 

James  Esdailet  gvoehot  wound  of  the  hip. 

Henry  Montcalm,  gunshot  wound  of  the  left 
knee. 

Frederi,ck  (or  John)  Howard,  gunshot  wouad 
of  the  leg;  through  which  the  balfpasa^. 

William  Penn,  (black,)  gunshot  wouad  of  the 
thigh. 

Robert  Fittez,  gunshot  wound  of  the  penis. 

Coraeliue  OArrisan^gi^aahot  wound  of  the 
t  high.    The  ball  msNd  thfoagh  the  limb. 

James  Tumbui^  iiiDAUtatalaim. 

Bdward  Whittlehanks|,  bayonet  wouiid  of  the 


back,  producing  paralysis  of  the  sphinctuns  ani 
et  Urini,  with  paralysis  of  the  lower  eztremlttee. 

Stephen  Phipps,  bayonet  wounds  of  the  abdo- 
men and  thigh. 

James  Weils,  gunshot  fracture  sacrum  and 
crista  ilite,  and  gunshot  fracture  of  both  bones  of 
the  left  arm. 

Caleb  Codding,  gunshot  wound  of  the  leg. 

Bdward  Qardner,  gunshot  fracture  of  the  left 
arm. 

Jacob  Davis,  gunshot  wouad  of  the  thigh.  The 
ball  passed  through  the  thigh.  ^ 

John  Ha^abets,  gunshot  wound  of  thi^nip. 

Peter  Wilson,  gunshot  fracture  of  the  hand. 
The  balLpassed  through  the  palm  of  the  hand. 

John  Perrv,  gunshot  wound  of  the  shoulder. 

John  Peach,  gunshot  wound  of  the  thigh.  The 
ball  passed  through  the  thigh. 

John  Roberta,  (black)  guaebot  wouad  of  the 
thigh. 

John  (^ui^  amputated  thigh. 

Bphraim  Lincoln,  aunshot  wound  of  the  knee. 
Discharged  cured  23a  April,  1815. 

John  Wilson,  bayonet  wound.  Discharged 
cured  12th  April,  1815. 

William  Blake,  bayonet  wound.  Discharged 
cored  12th  April.  1815. 

*  Thomas  Jackson,  (blaek,)  ^nshot  wound  of 
the  abdomen.  He  died  early  in  the  morning  of 
the  7th. 

*  James  Campbell,  gunshot  fracture,  with  de- 
pression of  the  whole  of  the  frontal  bone,  orbital 
ridge,  and  nasal  bones.  He  died  on  the  morning 
of  the  8ih.  GBORQB  MAGRATH. 

Deacription  of  death  wounds  inJUeUd  on  the  evenit^ 

</4pn/6,181S. 

John  JEi^ywood.  (black.)  The  ball  entered  a 
little  posterior  to  tne  acromien  of  the  left  shoulder, 
and,  passiag  obliquely  a|>wards,  made  its  egress 
about  the  middle  of  the  right  side  of  the  neck. 

Thomas  Jackson.  The  ball  entered  the  left 
side  of  the  belly,  nearly  in  a  line  with  the  navel, 
and  made  its  egress  a  little  below  the  fiiilse  ribs  in 
the  opposite  side ;  a  large  portion  of  the  intes- 
tinal eanal  protruded  through  the  wound  made 
by  the  ingtess  of  the  ball.  He  languished  until 
8  o'cloofc  on  the  morningof  the  7tb,  when  he  died. 

John  Washington.  The  ball  entered  at  the 
squamosa  process  of  the  leA  temporal  bone,  and, 
.passing  through  the  head,  made  its  exit  a  little 
below  the  crucial  ridge  of  the  occipital  bone. 

Jt^mes  Mann.  The  ball  entered  at  the  inferior 
angle  of  the  left  scapula,  and  lodged  under  the 
:integuBient  of  the  right  pectoral  muscle.  In  its 
course,  it  passed  through  the  inferior  margin  of 
the  right  and  leA  lobes  of  the  lungs. 

Josnih  Tdter  Johnson.  The  ball  entered  at 
the  inferior  angle  of  the  left  scapula,  penetrated 
the  heart,  and,  passing  through  both  lobes  of  the 
lungs,  made  its  egress  tft  the  riaht  axilla. 

William  Leveridse.  The  ball  entered  abodt 
the  middle  of  the  left  arm,  through  which  it 
passed,  and,  penetrating  the  corresponding  side, 

*  tbsse  naaiss  aif  iaoladed  in  the  tfst  of  deliths. 
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MoMOLCTB  ot  DtaftMCT  InitotL 


betwixt  the  seeond  and  third  ribs,  passioff  throagh  the  left  lobe  of  the  longs,  the  mediastinam,  aad 
over  the  right  lobe,  lodged  betwixt  the  fifth  and  sixth  ribs. 

James  Campbell.  The  ball  entered  at  the  outer  angle  of  the  riffht  eye,  and  in  iu  eoorve  it  fnc- 
tared  and  depressed  the  greater  part  of  the  frontal  bone,  fractured  the  nasal  bones,  aad  made  its 
eness  aboTe  the  orbital  ridge  ofthe  left  eye.  He  languished  until  the  morning  of  the  8th.  when 
hi  died.  QEORQB  MAGRATH. 


A  rehtm  of  American  jtrimmers  of  wxr  itko  were  killed  and  ipounded  in  an  atfempi  t%  force  tke 

military  guard  on  the  evemng  <ftkeeth  ffAprU^  1815. 


10 


16 


30 


35 


80 
83 


IS 


4,884 

970 

3,184 

1,347 
8,036 


6,630 

8,647 
6,769 
1,783 
6,008 
3,614 
1,966 
5,386 
3,148 
1,881 
3,663 
1,336 
686 
94 


1,034 
1,646 

486 
IfiiQ 
1,819 
bfilb 
3,013 

380 
3,884 

838 
4,153 
4,403 
4,109 
1,838 
6,133 
1,813 
3,080 
8,663 


Neaes. 


James  Mann, 
John  Hajwood, 

Jos.  T.  Johnson, 
John  Washington, 

WOUVBVB. 

^Thomas  Jackson, 

fJames  Campbell, 
John  Gnier, 
William  Penn, 
Gomel's  Garrison, 
H.  Montcalm, 
Robert  Willet, 
John  Peach, 
Ed.  Whittlebanks, 
James  Tumbnll, 
James  Wells, 
PhiUp  Pord, 
James  Bell, 
JohnOimy, 
tt  m.  Juerevage, 
Edward  QaiiMr, 
Stephea  Phipps, 
John  Roberts, 
Thomas  BoBith^ 
Caleb  Codding, 
Jacob  DaTis, 
James  Esdaile, 
Peter  Wilson, 
IWiUiam  Blake, 
John  Hagabeti^ 
Ephraim  Ltocoln, 
Thomas  Findlay, 
John  Howard, 
Joseph  Mandk, 
Robert  Fittes, 
John  Wiilett, 
John  Penr, 
fJohn  Wilson, 


Quality. 


Seaman, 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 


Boy, 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Boy, 
Seaman, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Sdmate, 
Seaman, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


1 


*  Dangerously ;  died  April  7, 1815. 
tDangerousfy;  died  April 8, 1816. 


Enterprise,  prixe  to  Saratoga,    - 

Siroc, 

Gave  himself  up  from  H.  M.  ship 

Sctpion. 
Paul  Jones,       .        .       .        . 
RoUa, 


Ga^  himself  up  from  H*  IL  ship 

Prontes. 
Volontaire. 

Rambler,  •  •  •  .  • 
Dei^atch;  impressed  at  London, 
luTmcible,  .... 
Hornby,  prise  to  Got.  Tompkins, 
H.  M.  ship  Andromache. 
Enterprise, 

H.  M .  ship  Royal  William 
e  U 


Whether  man  of  wit, 
merdiattt 


Elbridge  Geny, 
Thorn,     •       • 
H.  M.  ship  Sultan, 
Joel  Barlow, 
St.  Martin's  Planter, 
Magdalene, 
Joeeph,     - 


Two  Brothers;  impieasedelCoik, 
Paul  Jones,       •        •        .       . 
H.  M.  ship  SwiAnue. 
Charlotte,  prise  to  Mammoth,    • 
Gotemor  TompUns, 
Virginia  Planter,      ... 
H.  M.  ship  Rc|»ulse. 
Good  Friends,  -       -       .       • 

Argus, 

Enterprise 

Flash, 

H.  M.  ship  Furieuz. 

Grand  Turk,     .       .       .       . 

H.  M.  ship  Rosario. 

H.  M.  ship  Tiger. 

H.  M.  ship  Fortune. 


Letter  of  margve. 
Prtfateer. 


Merchant 
Merchant 
Letter  of  marque. 
Privateer. 


Privateer. 


Meichaiit 
Merchant 
Merchant 
MeidiaiKt 
Letter  of 
Letter  of 
Privateer. 

Privateer. 
Privateer. 
Merchant 

Merchant 
Merchant 
Privateer. 


Privates. 


TH.  GEO.  SHORTLAND,  Agent 
GEO.  MAGRATH,  Smrgetm. 

i  Discharged  eured  April  13,  1816. 

$DiNhitged  cured  April  13, 1816. 
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Musacre  at  Dartmoor  Prigon. 


F^rom  AkaMmdmr  MeLeay  to  B.  G»  Bemky. 

Transport  OrFicB.  April  19, 1815. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for 
the  transport  setriee,  «c.,  to  acquaint  vou  that 
the  Lords  Commissioaen  of  the  Admiralty  have, 
by  their  order  of  yesterday's  date,  been  pleased  to 
signifjr  the  consent  of  his  Majesty's  €k>Teroment 
that  the  expense  of  eonreying  the  American  pris- 
oners of  war  from  this  country  to  America  should 
be  shared  by  the  two  Governments,  leaving  the 
interpretation  of  the  article  in  the  late  Treatj  of 
Peace  upon  this  subject  for  future  explanation  ; 
and  that  the  board  are  accordingly  about  to  take 
measures  for  providing  vessels  for  the  convey- 
ance of  the  remainder  of  the  prisoners,  under- 
standing that  the  vessels  already  engaged  by  yon 
are  calculated  to  convey  about  three  thousand 
men.    I  am,  sir,  ^bc 

ALBXANDBR  McLBAY. 

R.  O.  BiASLST,  Bsq. 


From  !?•  G,  Btoitey  to  the  CommuBory  General  of 

PmoMTt* 

London,  April  30, 1815. 

Sir:  In  my  letter  of  the  19th  instant  I  in- 
formed you  of  the  measures  which  had  been 
adopted  here  in  consequence  of  the  late  unfortu- 
nate event  at  Dartmoor  prison. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of 
a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr. 
Qallatin,  relative  to  that  occurrence,  and  to  the 
transportation  of  the  American  prisoners  in  this 
country  to  the  United  States. 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Adams,  it  becomes  my 
doty  to  communicate,  for  the  information  of  our 
Government,  the  result  of  the  investi^tion  at 
Dartmoor.  I  enclose  a.  copy  of  the  joint  report 
of  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose; 
also  a  letter  fl'om  Mr.  Xing  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
of  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  that  melan- 
choly occasion. 

I  shall  leave  to  Mr.  Adams  any  further  steps 
which  he  may  deem  it  proper  to  take  in  this  busi- 
ness. I  cannot,  however,  forbear  to  notice  here  the 
erroneous  impression  of  the  prisoners,  that  their 
detention  so  long  has  been  owing  to  me.  You  are 
aware,  sir,  of  my  constant  exertions  during  the 
war  to  effect  their  liberation.  Immediately  on 
the  signing  of  the  Treaty  oC  Peace  at  Ghent,  I 
received  my  instructions  oj  that  subject,  pro- 
posing, as  a  condition,  that  all  the  prisoners  who 
might  be  delivered  over  to  me  by  the  British 
Government  should  be  considered  as  prisoners  of 
war,  and  not  at  liberty  to  serve  until  regularly 
exchanged,  in  the  event  of  the  treaty. not  being 
ratified  by  the  President.  This  proposition  was 
declined,  and  in  a  peremptorr  manner.  On  the 
receipt  of  the  intelligence  of  tne  ratification  from 
America,  I  lost  not  a  moment  in  requesting  the 
release  of  the  prisoners,  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  treatv ;  and  the  number  of  vessels  which  I 
had  hired,  as  mentioned,  in  my  letter  of  the  13th 
instant,  and  which  are  now  on  their  voyage  to 
the  United  States  will  show  that  the  necessary 
ateps  were  taken  to  proTida  for  their 


transportation  te  their  country.  The  prisoners 
also,  were  informed  of  these  measures,  and  of  the 
exertions  which  had  been  ihade  from  the  com- 
mencement to  return  them  to  their  homes  with 
the  least  possible  delay.  Therefore,  whatever 
may  have  been  their  uneasiness  under  confine- 
ment, and  whatever  hostile  feeling  they  may 
have  had  towards  me,  as  noticed  in  the  report 
and  in  Mr.  King's  letter,  I  may  say,  with  confi- 
dence, that  I  could  not  prevent  the  one,  nor  have 
I  deserved  the  other. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  6ce,. 

R.  G.  BEASLBY. 
Hon.  John  Mason,  Ac. 


Extracts  of  a  letter  from  JL  G,  Beaeky^  E$q^  Agemt 
for  American  Pttsonen  of  War  in  England,  to  the 
Commiaary  General  ofrriaonero^  dated 

OOTOBIR  10, 1815. 

'^  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in 
that  of  the  5th  August,  [the  Commissary  Gene- 
eral*^  letter,]  I  transmit,  herewith,  copies  of  my 
correspondence  with  the  Transport  Board  on  the 
subject  of  the  general  release  of  American  pris- 
oners in  this  country  on  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty  at  Ghent,  and  on  the  receipt  of  the  Presi- 
dent's ratification;  also,  copies  and  ezttacts  of 
letters  informing  the  prisoners  of  the  measures 
taken  for  their  release,  preceding  the  occurrence 
at  Dartmoor  of  the  6th  April. 

'*  It  was  always  my  practice  before  requesting, 
by  written  communication,  the  release  of  prison- 
ers, to  urge  the  measure  in  person ;  and  this  re- 
peatedly, until  either  it  was  granted,  or  there  ap- 
peared not  any  hope  of  success;  and  then  my 
letter  followed,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the 
negotiation  to  a  more  official  form.  This  prac- 
tice I  pursued  upon  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty 
at  Ghent,  when  my  request  was  refused;  and 
again  on  the  receipt  of  the  ratification  of  the  Pre- 
sident, when  the  release  was  agreed  upon.  Upon 
these  occasions  I,  of  course,  availed  mvselr  of 
erery  circumstance  which  I  conceived  calculated 
to  accomplish  the  object  I  had  in  view ;  and  I 
frequently  found  the  board  concurring  with  me 
upon  points  which,  when  submitted  to  the  Ad- 
miraltyr,  were  rejected."  **Oae  of  my  letters, 
informing  the  prisoners  of  the  measures  taken  for 
their  release,  was  addressed  to  those  on  parole  at 
Ashborton,  which  is  about  sixteen  miles  distant 
from  Dartmoor,  and  with  whom  the  prisoners  at 
this  place  were  in  constant  correspondence.  I 
have  to  observe,  further,  that  when  inquiry  as  to 
the  probable  time  of  release  was  made  at  my  of- 
fice by  friends  of  prisoners,  which  at  that  time 
was  very  frequently  the  case,  they  were  always 
requested,  when  writing  to  them,  to  desire  the 
information  to  be  made  as  public  in  the  prison  as 
possible.** 


From  R*  G,  Beaeley  to  Alexander  MeLeay, 
Harlbt  Strbbt,  Jan,  18, 1815. 
Sir:  A  treaty  ofpeace  having  been  concluded 
at  Ghent  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
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Mu$acre  at  Dartmoor  Frimm, 


States^  I  am  induced,  by  a  desire  to  ahorten  th^ 
sQfTeriogs  of  the  American  prisoners  in  this  coun- 
try, to  address  the  board  relative  to  them.  I  do 
this  with  the  more  confidence  of  its  bein^  favor- 
ably received,  as  I  am  persuaded  that  this  wish 
is  equally  entertained  by  the  British  Gk>vernment. 

I  hare,  therefore,  to  request  that  a  certain  num- 
ber of  prisoners  may  be  released,  as  ^oon  as  I 
may  be  able  to  procure  proper  conveyances  for 
them  to  the  United  States,  under  the  condition 
that  they  shall  be  subject  to  exchange  should  the 
treaty  not  be  ratified  by  the  President  of  the  Uni-  * 
ted  £f(af es.    I  am, .  &c. 

R.  G.  BEASLET. 

A.  MoLeat,  Esq.,  Transport  Office, 


. Fhnn  Akxandcr MU^ay io M,  Q.Bemky. 

Tran«pobt  OpPlDBy  JoM.  21, 1815. 

6tm :  Having.raeeived,  and  laid  before  the  Com- 
jfiissioners  for  the  transport  service,  dbc,  your 
letter  of  the  18th  instant,  proposing,  under  the 
circumstances  therein  stated,  that  aicertain  num- 
ber of  American  prisoners  of  war  may  be  permit- 
ted to  return  to  the  United  States,  I  have  it  in 
command  to  acquaint  you  that  the  same  has  been 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  and  that  their  Lord- 
ships have,  in  reply,  been  pleased  to  signify  that 
they  do  not  think  proper  to  accede  to  your  propo- 
sition.   I  am,  dtc. 

A.  McLE  AY|  Secretary. 

From  R.  (?.  Betuky  to  Alexander  MsLeay, 
Harlbt  Streei*,  March  15, 1815. 

Sir  :  The  Treaty  of  Ghent  having  been  ratified 
by  the  Governmenu  of  the  United  States  and 
this  country,  and  peace  being  thus  happily  re- 
stored between  the  two  nations,  I  beg  to  inquire 
whether  there  is  any  objection  to  deliver  over  to 
me  .the  prisoners  detained  in  this  country,  as  soon 
as  X  can  provide  for  their  conveyance  ? 

I  am,  d&c.  R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

A.  McLbat,.  Esq,,  TVaaMport  Office, 

FHrm  Alexander  McLeay  to  ILO,  Btadey. 
Transport  Office,  Marck  15. 1815. 

Sir  :  I  lutve  received,  and  laid  before  \he  Com- 
nussionen  of  the  transport  service,  dbc,  your  lat- 
ter of  the  15th  instant,  requesting  to  be  informed, 
•under  the  circumstances  therein  stated,  whether 
there  be  any  objection  to  deliver  over  to.  you  the 
Americans  now  detained  as  prisoners  of  war  in 
tbia  country,  upon  your  providing  vessels  for  their 
coaveyanee  to  the  United  States. 

In  reply,  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you  that 
the  board  are  ready  to  embark  all  the  prisoners 
in  question,  upon  your  providing  vessels  at  Ply- 
month  for  their  conveyance;  it  being  understood 
that  all  the  debts  contracted  by  them  in  this  coun*- 
try  must  previously  be  paid. 
I  am,  M., 

A.  McLBAY,  Bocretary, 

R.  Q«  BRAfli.Br,  Esq, 


Exirmi  ^a  letter  from  A  Q.  Meaeksf,  addrmed  to 
ike  ComndtUe  of  American  PrUonere  of  War  ai 
Dartmoor.  ' 

Loif  DON,  JUarch  22, 1815. 

^  Three  eartels  are  uow  preparing  her%  jvitk 
ail  expedition,  for  the  couveyance  of  the  pciaon- 
ers  to  the  United  States." 


R.  O,  Beaeley  to  Ameriean  Prisoners  of  War  at  AA" 

burton. 

AoBNCY  FOR  Am.  Prisoners  of  War, 

Londonj  March  24, 1815. 

Grntl^mbn  :  I  have  to  ialbnn  you,  that  ths 
Treaty  of  Peace  having  been  ratified  bjr  the  Pre- 
sident, the  release  of  this  prisoners  of  war  :WiU 
commence  without  delay. 

Although  I  have  not  as  yet  received  any  in- 
structions from  our  Gftreramapt.  I  have  engaged, 
and  am  fitting  out,  four  vessels  tor  thflir  coarey- 
anee,  to  proceed  to  Plymouth  to  receive  them, 
and  shall  use  erery  despatch  in  seodij^  them  to 
the  United  States. 

I  am,  ^.  R.  G.  BEASLEY. 


Extract  of  a  tetter  from  R.  G.  Beasley  to  Cemiam 
T.  G.  Shortland,  Agent  for  Prisoners  of  Wear  at 
Dartmoor. 

London,  March  25, 1815. 

"  I  have  engaged  four  vessels  for  cartels,  which 
are  fitting  out  with  all  despatch.  They  will  s^ 
I  hope,  in  five  or  six  days  for  Plymouth,  to  re- 
ceive prisoners.  Their  tonnage,  together,  is  about 
1,600  tons," 


Prom  R.  G.  Beastey  to  Dr.  Magratk. 

London,  March  31,. 1815. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  29ih 
instant,  acquainting  me  with  your  optnioa  of  the 
complaints  of  Mr.  Proctor  and  Mr*  Robiason, 
now  in  Dartmoor  hospitaL  In  cetarn,  I  beg  to 
inform  you  that  these  two  prisoners  shall  be  aast 
home  in  the  first  cartel,  which.  wiU,  liezpect»sail 
from  this  place  to-morrow  for  PlymooUu 

J  am,  ^.  R.  a  BEASLEY. 

Grqrgb  Maorath,  Esq.,  8wrgeon^  fc 


From  S.  G.  Beaskw  to  the  Committee  of  Ai 

Pr^onersofWdt. 

AoBNOY  FOR  Am,  Prisoners  or  War, 

London,  March  31, 1815. 

Gsntlbmrn:  It  appearing  by  several  Jetton 
which  I  have  reeeived  from  Dartmoor,  that  the 
prisoners  have  taken  up  an  idea  that  any  who 
may  have  the  means  of  proceeding  to  the  uiiiiad 
States  would,  on  application,  receive  a  free  di»> 
charge.  I  request  that  you  will  make  it  known 
throughout  tne  prison  that  such  is  not  the  fact. 

There  must  be  other  and  better  reasons  to  in- 
duce me  to  consent  to  their  release  in  this  umu- 
ner,  at  this  time.  The  situation  of  Europe,  under 
the  prospect  of  another  war,  multiplies  the  liak 
of  impcesemcnt.    I  hare  t^n  measurat  to  l^RTe 
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them  til  reletied  and  sent  home  br  cartels  with 
aa  little  delay  as  possible,  where  they  are  much 
wapted,  aad  where  wages  are  Tery  hiish. 

I  am,  &A.  R.  G,  BBASLEY. 


STATE  OF  THE  FINANCES. 

f 
[Cknunnnicated  to  the  8eiiate»  Deeembei  8, 1616*] 

Trbasurt  DsPAKTMairr,  Dec*  6, 181 5. 
lo  obedience  to  the  acts  entitled,  respectirely. 
''An  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Department,'' 
and  "An  act  sopplementary  to  the  act  entitled  an 
act  to  esublish  the  Treasury  Department,"  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  the  honor  to  lay 
before  Congress  the  following  report : 

I.  A  cursory  review  of  the  fiaaaeial  operations 
of  the  Qorernment,  in  reference  to  the  recent 
state  of  war. 

II.  A  Yiew  of  the  finances  for  1815,  with  esti- 
mates of  the  public  revenue  and  expenditures 
far  1818. 

IIL  Propositions  for  the  improvement  and  man- 
agement of  the  revenue,  and  for  the  support  of 
public  credit. 

L  A  eureary  review  of  thefinandKd  operatione 
of  the  Cfovemment  in  reference  to  the  recent  etate 
qfwar. 

In  order  to  introduce  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  with  advantage,  the  measures  which 
will  be  respectfulljr  sun^ested,  for  replacing  the 
finances  of  the  United  States  upon  the  basis  of  a 
Peace  Establishment,  a  review  of  the  financial 
operations  of  the  Government,  in  reference  to  the 
recent  state  of  war,  appears  to  be  a  necessary  pre- 
Ifminary. 

The  restrictive  system,  which  commenced  in 
the  year  1807,  greatly  diminished  the  product  of 
the  public  revedue;  but  it  was  not  until  the  crisis 
involved  an  actual  declaration  of  war,  that  the 
augmentation  in  the  expenses  of  the  Government 
became  obvious  and  important.    With  the  occa- 
sional aid  of  temporary  loans  the  ordinary  re- 
ceipts of  the  Treasury  had  exceeded  the  ordmary 
expenditures,  even  during  the  period  of  a  sus- 
pended  commerce;  and  a  report  from  this  De- 
partment, presenting  the  estimates  for  the  year 
1812,  seems  to  have  given  the  first  intimation 
that  the  portion  of  extraordinary  expenses,  to  be 
incurred  for  the  military  and  naval  service,  on 
account  of  the  then  existmg  state  of  the  country, 
would  raise  the  demands  upon  the  Treasurv  to  a 
considerable  amount  beyond  the  estimatea  pro- 
duet  of  the  current  revenue.    The  ordinary  dis- 
bursements for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of 
September.  1811,  were  stated  as  amounting  to  the 
turn  of  91^,052,657  73;  and  the  ordinary  receipts, 
for  the  same  year,  were  stated  as  amounting  to 
the  sum  of  $13,541,446  37,  independent  of  a  tem- 
porary loan  raised  in  1810,  and  reps  id  in  1811,  as 
well  as  of  the  balances  in  the  Treasury  at  the 
commencement  and  the  close  of  the  year.    But 
the  estimates  for  the  year  1812  required,  on 
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account  of  the  current  expenses,  the  sum  of 
$9,400,000. 

For  the  Civil  and  Diplomatic 
departments        -        -        '9lfi90fl(i0 

For  the  Military  Depmrtment, 
findading  the  militis,  the  In- 
dian department,  the  charge 
of  arsenals,  army,  and  ord- 
nance^ dke.)        ...    3,416,000 

For  the  Naval  Department     -    9,600,000 

And  for  the  intersst  on  the  pnb- 
Uedebt       ....    2.285,000 

-.. 90^400,000 

And  tile  subsisting  revenue 

to  meet  these   expenses  was 

estimated  at  98,200,000,  pro- 
ceeding— 

From  the  customs  ...    7,600,000 

From  the  sale  of  public  lands  -       600,000 

And  liom  misceUaneons  pay- 
ments 100^000 

8,900,000 


Leaving  a  deficit,  for  whkh  it  was  proposed 
to  provide  by  a  loan,  amonoting  to  the 


of 


«1«SOO,000 


Such  were  the  limited  objects  of  expense,  and' 
such  the  limited  means  of  supply,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  in  which  war  was  de- 
clared. An  increase  of  the  expense,  and  a  dimi- 
nution of  the  supply,  must  have  been  anticipated 
as  the  inevitable  consequences  of  that  event ;  but 
the  GU>vernment  reposed  with  confidence,  for  all 
the  requisite  support,  upon  the  untried  resources 
of  the  nation,  in  credit,  in  capital,  and  in  industry. 
The  confidence  was  justly  reposed ;  yet  it  may. 
perhaps,  be  considered  as  a  subject  for  regret,  and 
It  certainly  furnishes  a  lesson  of  practical  policy, 
that  there  existed  no  system  by  which  the  inter- 
nal resources  of  the  country  could  be  brought  at 
once  into  action,  when  the  resources  of  its  exter- 
nal commerce  became  incompetent  to  answer  the 
exigencies  of  the  times. 

The  existence  of  such  a  svstem  would,  proba- 
bly, have  invigorated  the  earlv  movements  of  the 
war;  might  have  preserved  the  public  credit  un- 
impaired; and  would  have  rendered  the  pecu- 
niary contributions  of  the  people  more  equal  aa 
well  as  more  effective.  But,  owing  to  the  want 
of  such  a  system,  a  sudden  and  almost  an  exclu- 
sive resort  to  the  public  credit  was  necessarily 
adopted  as  the  chief  instrument  of  finance.  The 
nature  of  the  instrument  employed  was  soon  de- 
veloped ;  and  it  was  found  that  public  credit  could 
only  be  durably  maintained  upon  the  broad  found- 
ations of  public  revenue. 

On  the  opening  of  the  session  of  Congress  in  No* 
vember,  1811,  the  legislative  attention  was  devoted 
to  the  organization  of  the  Military  and  Naval 
Department  upon  the  enlarged  scale  of  the  War 
Establishment;  so  that  the  appropriations  for 
this  purpose  far  exceed,  in  a  short  time,  the  esti- 
mates and  the  resources  of  the  Treasury,  as  they 
have  been  already  described.  Ways  and  means 
were,  therefore,  provided  to  meet  the  extraordi- 
nary demands  thus  created ;  but  they  were  deriv« 
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ed  exclasirely  from  the  operatioDi  of  foreign 
commerce  ana  public  credit. 

1.  The  Mediterranean  fund  was  atfir^t  contin- 
ued until  the  4th  of  March,  1813,  and  afterwards 
ontil  March,  1815,  when  it  became  extinct,  af- 
fording an  additional  duty  of  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  on  all  imported  goods  paying 
duties  ad  valorem ;  and  a  discriminating  daiy  of 
ten  per  cenL  upon  that  additional  duty,  in  respect 
toaU  goods  imported  in  vessels  not  of  the  Untied 
States. 

8.  There  were  imposed  an  additional  duty  of 
one  hundred  percent,  upon  the  permanent  duties 
on  goods  imported  into  the  United  States,  from 
any  foreign  place,  a  discriminating  duty  of  ten 
per  cent,  upon  that  additional  duty,  in  respect  to 
all  goods  imported  in  vessels  not  of  the  United 
States ;  and  an  additional  duty  of  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents  per  ton  (the  previous  duty  being  at 
Ihc  rate  of  fiftv  cents  per  ton)  upon  all  vessels 
belonging  wholly  or  in  part  to  the  subjects  of 
foreign  Powers.  But  the  cootinoanee  of  the  act 
being  limited  to  the  ezpiratioB  of  one  yesr  after 
die  conclusion  of  the  peace,  those  additional  du- 
ties will  cease  on  the  17th  of  February,  1816. 

3.  An  authority  was  given  to  raise,  by  loan,  a 
aom  not  exceeding  ^11,000,000^  and  to  create 
siock  for  ibe  amount,  bearing  interest,  not  ex^ 
cceding  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and 
reimbursable  at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of 
twelve  years,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1813.  The 
payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  redemptioti  Or 
the  purchase  of  this  stock,  are  charged  upon  the 
Siofciog  Fund. 

4.  And  an  authority  was  given  to  issue  Trea- 
sury notes  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $5,000,000, 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  and  a  half  per 
cent,  per  annum,  and  reimbursable  at  such  places, 
respectively,  as  should  be  expressed  on  the  face 
of  the  notes,  one  year  after  the  day  on  which  the 
same  shall  nave  been  issued.  The  notes  were 
declared  to  be  receivable  in  payment  of  all  duties 
and  taxes  laid  by  the  United  States,  and  all  pub- 
lic lands  sold  by  their  authority ;  and  the  pay- 
ment of  interest,  and  the  redemption  or  the  pur- 
chase of  these  notes  were  charged,  like  the  fundCMl 
d^bt.  upon  the  Sinking  Fond. 

Tne  effect  of  the  additional  ways  and  means 
provided  by  Congress,  from  time  to  time,  during 
the  late  war,  may  readily  be  traced.  From  the 
report,  dated  the  1st  of  December,  1812,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  actual  receipts  into  the  Treasury, 
during[  the  year  ending  on  the  30ih  of  September, 
1812,  including  a  portion  of  the  loan,  and  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
916,782,159  40;  (almost  double  the  amount  of 
the  previous  estimate ;)  and  that  the  actual  dis- 
bursement for  the  same  year  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  (18,368,325  7,  (which  was,  also,  almost 
double  the  amount  of  the  previous  estimate.)  in- 
dependent of  the  balances  in  the  Treasury  at  the 
commencement  and  the  close  of  the  year.  But 
the  estimates  for  the  year  1813  required,  on  ac- 
count of  the  accumulating  expenditures,  a  sum 
of  $31,925,000. 


For  the  Civil  and  Diplomatte 

Departments     -  -9lt500,000 

For  die  Militaty  I>Bpartment  17,000.000 
For  the  NsTalDepartoitat  -  4»985,O0D 
And  for  the  interest  and  reim- 

bnraemeat  of  thepriBcipal 

of  the  public  debt      -       -    6,600,000 


*«■ 


And  the  sabsistbg  ntenue 
to  meet   these  expeoditares 
wia  estimatad  at  the  mm  cf 
$12/)00,OQO,  preceediiw— 
From  the  customs  -  11^60^000 

From   the   sales    of   public 

lands^  dec        -        -       -      500,000 


f»l,ff5/N)0 


12,000,0M 


LeaTinc  a  deficit,  for  which  it  wis  pro- 
posed la  provide,  first  by  (he  outstaad- 
ittg  balancee  of  tlie  anihoriud  foaa  and 
iasoe  of  Tieaautj  notsa,  and  seeoiid  bf 
a  new  authority  to  borrow,  and  to  issoo 
TreaiQiy  wnaa  to  the  aaaMt  of       -$l9^95fi00 

During  the  session  of  Congress,  which  com* 
menced  m  Novenber^  1818,  and  ctoaed  on  tbs  3d 
of  March,  1818,  the  appropriattoos  for  the  Army, 

the  Navy,  and  other  branches  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, were  considerabl]^ augmented}  but^ without 
adverting  to  the  imposition  of  a  small  duty  vpoa 
imported  iron-wire,  no  new  source  of  revanoe 
was  then  opened,  but  additional  aid  was  extended 
to  the  Treasury  by  authorizing  a  repetition  of  the 
appeal  to  public  credit. 

1.  An  authority  was  giTCn  to  raise,  by  loan,  a 
sum  not  exceeding$16,000j000,and  to  create  stock 
for  the  amoiint,  bearing  interest  not  exceeding 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  reim- 
bursable at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  twelve 
years,  from  the  1st  of  Janoary,  1814.  The  pay- 
ment of  the  interest,  and  the  redemption  or  pur- 
chase of  this  stock,  ere  charged  upon  theSiaiing 
Fund. 

2.  And  an  authority  wa^  given  to  issue  Treas- 
ury notes  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $5,000^000, 
absolutely,  with  a  provisional  authority  to  issue 
an  additional  sum  of  ^^^000,000,  to  be  deemed  and 
held  to  be  a  part  of  the  loan  of  $16,000,000,  au- 
thorized as  above  stated  to  be  raised.  The  notes 
were  to  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  and  two- 
fifths  per  cenu  per  annum,  to  be  reimbursaUe  at 
such  places,  respectively,  as  should  be  expressed 
on  the  face  of  them,  one  year  after  the  dav  on 
which  they  should  be  issued;  to  be  receivabie  in 

Sayment  of  all  duties  and  taxes  laid  by  the  United 
Etates,and  all  public  lands  sold  by  their  authority; 
and  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  redemp- 
tion or  purchase  of  these  notes  were  charged,  like 
the  funded  debt,  upon  the  Sinking  Fund. 

The  necessities  of  the  Treasury  becoming^  how- 
ever^ more  urgent,  and  the  reliance  on  the  public 
credit  becoming  more  hazardous,  Congress  de- 
termined, at  a  special  session,  which  commenced 
in  May,  1813,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  system 
of  internal  revenue;  selecting,  in  particular,  those 
subjects  of  taxation  which  were  recommended  by 
the  experience  of  a  former  period,  and  compating 
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their  geoeral  prodaet  at  the  sam  of  $5,000,dOD. 
The  eontinnaace  of  these  taies  beiq^^  limited,  at 
firiity  to  one  year 'after  the  termioation  of  the  war, 
Chey  acquired  the  denomiDation  of  the  "war 
taxes;"  bat,  by  aub9equeot  laws,  almost  all  the 
existing  rerenuea  are  pledged,  wiiih  the  faith  of 
the  Uaited  l^tates,  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
the  expenses  of  Gh>vernme&i,  for  the  poootual 
payment  of  the  pablle  debt,  principal  and  interest, 
adcortfiiig  to  the  contracts;  and  ror  creating  an 
adequate  sinking  fnnd^  gradimny  to  reduce,  and 
e?entoaIly  to  extfttffoish,  the  pifblic  debt;  until 
those  pmposes  shall  be  accomplished,  or  umii 
Congress  shall  proyide  and  substitute,  by  law,  for 
the  same  purposes,  oAer  duties,  which  shall  be 
equally  productire.    In  the  session  of  May,l813^ 

1.  A  direct  tax  of  if3,000;QOO  was  laid  upon  the 
United  States  and  apportioned  to  the  States  re- 
spectively for  the  year  1814,  and  it  was  after- 
wards sobjeeted  to  the  general  pledge  above 
stated.     ' 

2.  A  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound  was  laid 
upon  all  sugar  refined  within  the  United  States. 
The  continuance  of  the  duty  was  limited  to  one 
Year  after  the  war;  and,  as  the  general  pledge 
has  not  been  applied  to  it,  the  duty  will  cease  on 
the  I7ch  of  February,  1816. 

3.  A  duty  was  laid  upon  all  carriages,  for  the 
conveyance  of  persons,  kept  by  any  person  for 
his  own  use,  or  to  be  let  out  for  hire,  or  for  the 
conveyance  of  passengers;  which  was  graduated 
according  to  the  denomination  of  the  carriage, 
from  the  yearly  sum  of  $20,  to  the  yearly  sum  of 
$2.  The  continuance  of  this  duty  was  originally 
limited  to  the  war;  but  the  general  pledge  has 
been  applied  to  it,  with  some  modifications  in  the 
mode  orlaying  and  collecting  the  duty. 

4.  A  duty  was  imposed  on  licenses  to  distillers 
of  spirituous  liquors,  which  was  graduated  ac- 
cording to  the  capacity  of  the  still,  the  time  of 
employing  it,  and  the  materials  consumed.  The 
continuance  of  this  duty  was  originally  limited 
to  the  war;  but  the  general  pledge  has  been  ap- 
plied to  it,  with  considerable  modifications  in  the 
principles  and  provisions  of  the  law. 

5.  A  duty  was  laid  on  sales,  at  auction,  of  mer- 
chandisCj  and  of  ships  and  vessels,  at  the  rate  of 
one  per  cent,  of  the  purchase  money  of jgoods,  and 
of  twenty-five  cents  for  every  hundrea  dollars  of 
the  purchase  money  of  ships  and  vessels.  The 
eonrinoance  of  this  duty  was  originally  limited 
to  the  War;  but  the  general  pledge  has  been  ap- 
plied to  it,  with  a  considerable  addition  to  the 
amount,  and  a  modification  of  the  provisions  of 
the  law. 

6.  A  dtxtj  was  laid  on  licenses  to  retailers  of 
wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise, graduated  according  to  the  place  of  retailing, 
and  the  nature  of  the  article  retailed.  The  con- 
tinuance of  this  duty  was  originally  limited  to 
the  war ;  but  the  general  pledge  has  been  applied 
to  it. 

7.  A  duty  was  laid  on  notes  of  banks,  and  bank- 
ers; on  bonds,  obligations,  or  promissory  notes, 
discounted  by  banks  or  bankers;  and  on  foreign  I 
or  inland  bills  of  exchange,  above  $50,  and  having  i 


one  or  more  endorsers;  graduated  according  to 
the  nominal  amount  of  the  instrument.  The 
continuance  of  this  duty  was  limited  to  one  year 
after  the  war ;  and  as  tne  general  pledge  has  not 
been  applied  to  it.  the  duty  will  cease  on  the  I7th 
of  February,  1816. 

But  besides  the  direct  tax  and  the  internal 
duties,  there  were  added  to  the  resources  of  the 
Treasurv,  during  the  sesnion  of  May,  1813^ 

8.  A  duty  of  twenty  cents  per  bushel  upon  all 
salt  imported  from  any  foreign  place  into  the 
United  States,  which,  being  limited  to  the  war, 
and  not  being  included  in  the  general  pledge,  will 
cease  on  the  17th  of  February,  1816. 

9.  And  an  authority  to  raise,  by  loan,  a  aum 
not  exceeding  $7,500,0i()0.  and  to  create  stock  for 
the  amount,  reimbursable  at  any  time  after  the 
expiration  of  twelve  yewrs  from  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1814.  The  rate  of  interest  was  not  limited 
by  the  law  ;  but  it  was  provided,  that  no  certift- 
cate  of  stock  should  be  sold  at  a  rate  less  than 
eighty-eight  per  cent.,  or  f88,  in  money,  for  8100- 
in  stock.  The  payment  of  the  i n teres t^  and  the 
redemption  or  the  purchase  of  this  stock,  are 
charged  upon  the  Sinking  Fund. 

The  sources  of  the  revenue  thus  opened  in 
1813,  could  not,  however,  be  expected  to  aid  the 
Treasury  until  1814;  and,  accordingly, in  thean* 
nual  report  from  this  department,  dated  the  8th 
January,  1814,  neither  the  direct  tax,  nor  the  in- 
ternal duties,  will  be  found  as  an  item  of  the  ac- 
tual receipts  into  the  Treasury,  during  the  year 
ending  the  30th  of  September,  1813.  The  amount 
of  those  receipts  was  stated  in  the  proceeds  of  the 
customs  of  the  sales  of  public  lands,  dbe.,  at  $18,- 
568,042  43,  aad  in  the  proceeds  of  loans  and 
Treasury  notes  at  #33^976,912  50,  making  to- 
gether (39.907,607  62;  and  the  actual  disburse- 
meats  of  the  same  period  were  stated  at  $3^il2S^ 
855  19.  independent  of  the  balances  in  the  Treas- 
ury at  the  commencement  and  the  close  of  the 
year.  But  the  estimates  for  the  year  1814  re- 
quired a  sum  of  845,350,000. 
For  civil,  diplontatie,  and  miscellaneons 

eipensaa $i;700^000 

For  the  payment  of  interest  oa  the  old 
.  and  new  debt,  and  the  instalments  of 

the  prfaiclpal  of  the  old  debt  -       -  13,900,000 

For  the  MUitair  Betabfishoieat  -  t^JUOjMO 

For  the  Naval  BstaMUutieBt    -  -    6,900,000 


And  the  sabfiMing<reveniie  to  meet  these 
azpenditnrss  was  estunated  at  the  stim  of 
$14,370,000,  proceeding— 
From  the  cnstoms  and  sales  of  public 

lands  ...        -116,000,000 

From  the  internal  duties  and 

direct  tax  .        .        -        -    3,600,000^ 
From  a  balance  of  loatts  and 

Treasniy  notes  -  -    4,SS70,000 


40^360,000 


14,870,000 


i*irta 


Leaving  a  deficit,  for  which  it  Was  pro- 
posed to  provide,  1st,  by  a  part  of  the 
baUnee  in  the  Tkeasnry,  and,  3d,  by 
loans  and  Tieasnry  notes,  aaoontiag  to  80,080,000 
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For  the  deficit  thus  approtehing  the  som  of 
$40,000,000,  the  only  provUioo  made  daring  the 
sessioo,  which  commeDced  in  December,  1813, 
rested  again  upon  the  pablic  credit. 

1.  An  authority  was  giren  to  issue  Treasury 
notes  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $5,000,000,  absolute- 
ly; with  a  provisional  authority  to  issue  an  ad- 
ditional  sum  of  $5,000,000,  to  be  deemed  and  held 
to  be  a  part  jof  any  loan  which  might  be  author- 
ized during  the  session.  The  notes  were  to  bear 
interest  at  the  rate  office  and  two-fifths  per  cent, 
per  annum ;  to  be  reimbursable  at  such  places  re- 
spectively, as  should  be  expressed  on  the  face  of 
tnecQ,  one  year  after  the  day  on  which  they  should 
be  issued;  to  be  receivable  in  payment  of  all 
duties  and  taxes  laid  by  the  United  States,  and 
all  pul>lic  lands  sold  by  their  authority ;  and  the 
payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  redemption,  or 
purchase  of  these  note^  were  charged,  like  the 
landed  debt,  upon  the  Sinking  Fund. 

2.  And  an  authority  was  given  to  raise,  by 
loan,  a  sum  not  exceeding  $25,000,000,  and  to 
create  stock  for  the  amount,  reimbursable  at  any 
time  after  the  expiration  of  twelve  vears  from  the 
last  day  of  December,  1814.  Neither  the  rate  of 
the  interest,  nor  the  price  of  the  stock,  was  limit- 
ed; and  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  re- 
demption or  the  purchase  of  the  stock,  lire  charged 
upon  the  Sinking  Fund. 

The  embarrassments  of  the  Treasury,  after  the 
adjournment  of  Congress  in  the  year  1814,  became 
extreme.  It  anpears  that  the  dibbursements^  dur- 
ing the  first  half  of  that  year,  had  amounted  to 
the  sum  of  $19,693,781  27. 

For  the  civil,  diploaiatic» 
and  misoellaneoos  ex- 
penses    -        -        -  $1,444,763  60 

For  the  Military  De- 
partment -        -        .  11,810,338  00 

For  the  Naval  Depart- 
ment       -        -        -    4,018,199  90 

For  the  public  debt      -    3,036,580  77 

$19,693,781  37 

And  the  balance  of  the  appropriations 
for  the  same  objects  of  expenditure 
required,  daring  the  other  lujf  of  the 
same  year,  was  stated  at  the  sum  of  -  37,676,391  19 


Bat  the  actual  leeeipts  into  the  Trees- 

oiy,  during  the  first  half  of  the  year 

1814,  had  amounted  to  $19,319,946  39^ 


47,370,173  46 


From  the  customs       »    4,183^066  85 

From  the  sale  of  pub-, 
lie  lands,  (inclading 
those  in  the  Miana- 
sippi  Territory,  the 
pro(Deede  of  which  are 
payable  to  the  Bute 
of  GcoigiB,)      -        -     640/)06  68 

From  the  internal  du- 
ties and  direct  Ux    -    3,189,373  40 

From  postage  end  inci- 
dental receipts  -        -       166,744  00 

From  loane  -        .    9,679,676  00 

From  Treasury  notes  -    3,436,100  00 


19,819,946  38 


And  it  was  estimated 
that  there  would  be 
received  from  the 
same  sources  of  reve- 
nue, (including  loanoi 
and  Treasury  notes 
to  the  amoont  of  $8^ 
330,000,)  daring  the 
other  lialf  of  the  same 
year,  the  sum  of       •  13,160/NN)  00 


8S»37»,948SS 


To  this  amount  add  Che  balanee  of  the 
cash  in  the  Treaaary  on  the  let  of 
Jaly,  1814 4,78Sg639  33 

And  the  estimated  aggregate  of  the 

fbnda  to  meet  the  demands  on  the 

Treasury  to  the  close  of  the  year 

1814,  was  the  sum  of     -        -        -  37»109l,fi86  55 
Leaving  a  deficit  for  the  sendee  of  1814, 

after  absorbing  all  the  cadi  of  the 

Treasury,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $10,167,566  91 


To  supply  this  deficit  of  $10,167,586  91,  to  pro- 
vide an  additional  sum  for  the  eontiogencies  of 
the  year,  and  to  accelerate  the  fiscal  measures, 
which  were  essential  to  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  in  1815,  the  interposition  of  the  Legislature 
was  deemed  indispensable.    The  plan  offinance, 
which  was  predicated  upon  the  theory  of  defray- 
ing the  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  war  by 
successive  loans,  had  already  become  inoperative. 
The  product  of  the  revenues  had  ceased  to  fur- 
nish an  amount  equal  to  the  expenditure  of  the 
former  Peace  Establishment,  with  an  addition  of 
the  interest  upon  the  debt  contracted  oo  account 
of  the  war.    And  the  sudden  suspension  of  specie 
payments  at  the  principal  hanks  established  in 
the  different  States,  (however  it  may  be  excused, 
or  justified,  by  the  apparent  necessity  of  the  case,) 
had  exposed  the  Gbvernmeot,  bs  well  as  private 
citizens,  to  all  the  inconveniences  of  a  TMBble 
currency,  devoid,  alike,  of  national  authoritv  and 
of  national  circulation.    The  Treasury  could  no 
longer  transfer  its  funds  from  place  to  place ;  and 
it  Mcame,  of  course,  impracticable  to  maintaia 
the  accustomed  punctuality  in  the  payment  of 
the  public  engagements. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Congress  waa 
convened  by  the  special  call  of  the  President,  in 
September,  1814^  when  the  citizens  of  every  oc^ 
cupation  and  pursuit  seemed  eager  to  second  the 
legislative  efforts  to  replenish  an  exhausted  Treas- 
ury, and  to  renovate  the  public  credit.  Com- 
merce continued  to  contribute,  perhaps,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  its  capacity.  Agriculture,  though  suffer- 
ing the  want  of  a  vent  tor  some  of  its  important 
staples,  was  every  where  prepared  for  the  reqnt- 
site  exertioQ.  Domestic  manufactures,  whicE 
had  scarcely  surmounted  the  first  struggle  for 
existence,  yielded  to  the  patriotic  impulse ;  and 
the  capital  of  individuals,  in  all  its  variety  of 
form,  offered  a  ready  tribute  to  relieve  the  neces- 
sities of  the  country.  Thus,  during  the  session 
which  commenced  in  September,1814y  and  closed 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1815— 

1.  The  following  internal  duties  were  increased 
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in  their  amount ;  the  duties  Were  rendered  per- 
manent, and  the  general  pledge  was  applied  to 
them : 

(1.)  The  direct  tax  wa»  raised  to  an  annual 
sum  of  $6,000,000,  and  it  was  extended  to  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

(2.)  The  duty  on  carriages  was  raised,  and  a 
datjr  on  the  harness  was  added. 

(3.)  The  duty  on  licences  to  distillers  of  spi- 
rituous liquors  was  continued,  and  a  duty  on  the 
spirits  distilled  was  added. 

(4.)  The  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  and  on 
licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and 
foreiff n  merchandise,  were  raised. 

(5.;  The  rates  of  postage  were  raised  fifty  per 
eeot. 

8.  The  following  new  duties  were  permanently 
laid,  and  the  general  pledge  was  applied  to  them. 
But  it  was,  at 'the  same  time,  declared,  that  so 
long  as.  the  duties  imposed  on  the  articles  of  do- 
mestic manufacture  should  continue  to  be  laid, 
the  duties  then  payable  on  the  like  description 
of  goods  imported  into  the  United  States,  should 
not  be  discontinued  or  diminished. 

(1.)  Duties  on  Tarious  articles,  manufactttrcd 
or  made  for  sale  within  the  United  States  or 
their  Territories,  as  specified  in  the  annexed  ta- 
ble, marked  B. 

^2.)  Duties  on  articles  in  use,  to  wit : 

On  household  furniture,  the  ralue  in  any  one 
family  (with  certain  exceptions)  exceeding  9^00 
in  money,  according  to  a  scale  graduated  from  9i 
on  a  value  of  ft400,  to  $100  on  a  ralue  of  $9^000. 

On  every  gold  watch  kept  for  use,  $2. 

On  ertrj  silver  watch  kept  for  use,  $1. 

But,  besides  establishing  these  sources  of  reve- 
nue, (and  others  were  oontem plated  at  the  period 
when  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  was  announced,) 
Congress  soujg^ht  to  confer  upon  the  Treasury  the 
means  of  anticipating  the  collection  of  the  duties, 
of  recovering  the  punctuaiitj  of  its  payments, 
and  of  inviting  th^  co-operation  of  the  moneyed 
institutions  and  moneyed  men  of  the  United 
Suites,  in  plans  for  restoring  a  uniform  and  na- 
tional currency.  With  these  views  various  mea- 
sures were  sanctioned. 

1.  An  authority  was  given  to  raise,  by  loan,  a 
anm  not  exceeding  $3,000,000,  (particularly  des- 
tined to  provide  for  the  expenditures  of  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year  1814,)  and  to  create  stock  for 
the  amount,  reimbursable  at  anjr  time  after  the 
31st  of  December,  1814.  No  limitation  was  pre- 
acribed  as  to  the  rate  of  interest,  or  the  priee  of 
the  stockj  but  it  was  declared  that,  in  payment  of 
subscriptions  to  this  loan  or  to  loans  authorised 
by  any  other  act  of  Congress,  it  should  be  lawful 
to  receive  Treasury  notes  becoming  doe  on  or 
before  the  1st  of  January,  1815,  at  their  par  value, 
toffether  with  the  interest  accrued. 

The  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  redemp- 
tioui  or  th»  purchase  of  the  stock  to  be  thus  cre- 
ated, were  charged  upon  the  Sinking  Fund,  but 
the  act  contained  these  further  assurances.  1st. 
That,  in  addition  to  the  annual  sum  of  $8',000,- 
000,  heretofore  appropriated  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 
adequate  and  permanent  funds  should  be  provi* 


ded  and  appropriated  during  that  session  of  Con- 
gress, for  tbe  payment  of  the  interest  and  the  re- 
imbursement of^the  principal  of  the  stock;  and. 
2d,  that  an  adequate  and  permanent  sinking  fund 
gradually  to  reduce,  and  eventually  to  extin- 
guish the  public  debt  contracted  during  the  war, 
should  also  be  established  during  the  same  session 
of  Congress. 

2.  An  authority  was  given  to  anticipate  the 
collection  and  receipt  of  the  duties  on  licenses  to 
distillers  of  spirituous  iiqnbrs,  and  on  distilled 
spirits,  by  obtaining  a  loan  upon  the  pledge  of 
the  duties  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  $6,000,000, 
and  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  six  per' 
cent  per  annum.  And  a  similar  authority  wis 
given  to  raise  a  like  sum,  at  the  same  rate,  by  the 
pledge  of  the  direct  tax. 

3.  An  authority  was  given  to  issue  Treasury 
notes  for  so  much  of  the  sums  authorized  to  be 
borrowed  under  tbe  acts  of  the  24th  of  March, 
and  the  15th  of  November,  1814,  as  had  not  been 
borrowed,  or  otherwise  emplo]fed  in  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes ;  provided,  that  the  whole  amount 
should  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $7,500,000.  And, 
by  the  same  act,  an  authority  was  also  given  to 
issue  a  further  sum  of  $3,000,000,  to  supply  a  de- 
ficiency in  the  appropriations  for  the  expenses  of 
the  War  Department.  The  Treasury  notes, 
issued  under  these  authorities,  were  in  all  re- 
spects similar  to  the  prior  issues  of  Treasury 
notes,  except  that  the  payment  of  the  interest, 
and  the  reimbursement  of  the  principal,  were  not, 
as  heretofore,  charged  upon  the  Sinking  Fund,  but 
upon  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

4.  An  authority  was  given  to  issue  and  re-issue 
Treasury  notes  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $25,000,- 
000,  upon  principles  essentially  different  from 
the  nrior  issues. 

(1.)  These  Treasury  notes  might  be  of  any 
denomination.  If  they  were  of  a  denomination 
less  than  SlOO,  they  were  to  be  payable  to  the 
bearer,  to  be  transferable  by  delivery,  and  to  bear 
no  interest.  This  denomination  has  acquired 
the  designation  of  **  Small  Treasury  Notea.**  If 
they  were  of  the  denomination  or  9 100  or  up- 
wards, they  might  conform  to  the  foregoing  de- 
scription, or  they  were  to  be  payable  to  order, 
to  M  transferable  by  endorsement,  and  to  bear 
interest  at  the  rate  of  5  2-5  per  cent,  per  annum* 
This  denomination  (of  which  only  notes  for 
9100,  bearing  interest,  have  been  issued)  has  ac- 
quired the  desiffttation  of  ^  Treasury  notes  of  the 
new  emission.'' 

(2.)  The  principal  and  interest  of  these  Treas- 
ury notes  are  not  payable  at  any  particular  time, 
but  the  notes  are  everywhere  receivable  in  all 
pay  men  to  to  the  United  States. 

(3.)  The  holders  of  ^  small  Treasury  notes'* 
may  exchange  them,  at  pleasure,  in  sums  not  less 
than  $100,  for  certificates  of  funded  stock,  beai> 
ing  interest  at  seven  per  cent,  per  annum,  from 
the  first  day  of  the  calendar  month  next  ensuing 
that  in  which  the  notes  shall  be  presented  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  or  to  a  commis- 
sioner of  loans,  for  the  purpose  of  exchange. 
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(4.)  The  hoMer«  of  "  TreMorf  Qoiet  of  the 
new  emiMioQ"  may  exchaogs  them,  at  pleasure, 
in  sumi  liot  less  than  $100,  for  certificates  of 
fupjled  stock,  bearfng,  interest  at  six  per  pent,  per 
annum,  from  the  first  dav  of  the  calendar  month 
neJtt  ensuing  that  in  which  they  shall  be  pre- 
sented (o  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  or  a 
commissioner  of  loans. 

(5.)  The  stock,  thus  created  by  the  exchange 
of  Treasury  notes  of  either  dejBomioation,  is  re- 
imburmibie  at  any  time  after  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber. 16S4,  nnd  it  is  charged  upon  each  funds  as 
had  been,  or  should  be,  established  hj  law  for  the 
pavmentand  retmbursemeot  of  the  fnnded  puUic 
dent  contracted  since  the  declaration  of  war* 

5.  An  authority  was  given  to  raise,  by  loan,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  $18^452^800,  and  to  erente 
atock  for  the  amount,  reimbursable  %i  any  time 
aflter  the  expiration  of  twelve  yean  from^  the  la^ 
day  of  December,  1815.  Neither  the  rate  of  in- 
terest nor  theprice  of  the  stock  was  limited;  but 
it  was  declared  that  there  might  be  received  lo 
pufoacnt  of  aubaoripttons  to  the  loan,  such  Trea- 
aury  notjas  aa  were  actually  issued  before  the 
papsiag  of  thea^ct,  and  which  were  i^ade  by  law 
a  charge  on  the  Sinking  Fund.  And  the  payment 
of  the  intefest,  apd  tl^  reimbursement  on  the 
pittohaae  of  (he  principal  of  the  stock  are  charged 
npcm  the  Sinking  Fund. 

0.  it  was  declared  thai  any  hpldM  of  any 
Treaaury  note  iasoed^  or  authorized  to  be  issued, 
under  any  lawajpreviouslv  passed,  might  convert 
them  into  certineates  of  ainded  debt,  bearing  an 
intereaiof  six  per  oenc  per  annum. 

7.  And  it  was  declared  that  it  should  be  law- 
ffll  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  <y^iaa  to 
be  paid  the  intereai  unon  Treasury  notes  whioh 
have  beeoi^e  due  anu  remain  unpaid,  as  well 
with  respect  to  the  time  elapsed  befoae  they  be- 
came  due,  as  with  respect  to  the  time  that  shall 
elapae  after  they  become  due ;  and,  until  funds 
ahali  be  assigned  for  the  payment  of  the  said 
Treaaury  notea^and  notice  thereof  shall  begiven. 

The  {progress  of  expenditure  and  of  revenu.e  for 
Ibe  entire  period  of  the  war  is  thus  developed, 
and|  iadapcndent  of  the  balance  of  tha  appropri- 
ations for  the  year  1814^  which  is  tranaferred  to 
the  accounts  for  the  year  '1815,  the  subject  may 
be  f  eduqed  to  the  following  general  abstract : 

The  Qdual  rtmjrt^i  of  the  TVeoscfry. 
In  1812,  thej  amounted  tp  the  som  of  $n8,639«033  7|S 
From  revenoe    -    •     $9»0O1,1S3  76 
Fkom  loans   ^^    •    .      10,009,400  00 
From  Treasnry  notes,     ^835^600  00 


In  1813,  they  amounted  to  the  sum  of  40«624,844  06 
From  revenue    -    -  $14,840,709  96 
From  loans   •    •    -     20,089,636. 00 
Frpm  Treasuzy  notea»    6,094,600  00 


In  1814,  they  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $34,876^8  25 
Fromtttvenue    -    •  $11,600,606  26 
Frpm  loans  -    -    -      16,080,646  00 
From  Treasury  notes,    8,297,260  00 


The  aggregate  amount  of  the  leoeipta 
into  the  Treasury,  for  the  tluee 
years  of  war,  being  the  sum  of         ^98,042,309  96 


Tke^ehMicMnrgemenUtfiheTV^mvy. 

In  1812,  they  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $2^^219,121  16 

For  the  civil,  diploma- 
tict  and  misce|Iane- 
oos  expenses  of  Gov- 
ernment        -  $1,791,860  31 

For  the  militarr  ser- 
vice, (including  the 
Indian  Department,)  12,078(778  24 

For  the  naval  service,    3,960,866  16 

For  the  pobtte  debt,        4,449,622  45 


In  1813,  diey  amoonted  to  the  anm  of  88,I90« 

For  the  civil,  diploma^ 

tic,  and  misceilane- 
ousexpenses  of  Gov- 
ernment -         $1,833,308  80 
For  the  militaiy  ser- 
vice, (inclndlng  the 
Indian  Department, 
ftc)      -  19,802,468  02 
For  the  naval  eervice;     6^446,660  10 
For  the  public  debt,    11,108,128  44 


In  1814»  they  aaiiennted  to  the  sun  of  86|547«Sltt 

For  the  dvil,  diploma- 
tic, and  miacellane- 
oneexpenses  of  Gov- 
ernment -        .^$2^7,897  13 

For  the  military  ser-  ^ 
vic^  (Including  the 
Indian  Department, 
dbc.,)    -  20,610,238  00 

For  the  naval  aervioe,    7,812,89e  90 

For  the  pnUic  debt,     8,886.880  68 


$100,017,667  13 


I 


But,  aa  the  reee^  of  the  Tr«aai|ry  for  the 
year  1815  are  derived  priaaipallf  ftom  the  wnr 
revenue  and  resources,  and  as  its  ezpendiuifea 
arise,  abio,  principally  from  the  arcearagea  of  the 
war  demands,  it  is  proper  lo  compriae  theniy  as 
far  as  they  are  ascertained,  in  the  following  anp- 
plemental  statement : 

1.  The  gross  reoeipts  of  the  Treasniy 

for  1812,  1818,  end  1814,  amount- 
ed, as  above  slated,  to  the  sum  of  $98,M2,389  86 
The  leceipU  of  theTxeesnry  Sk  1816, 

to  the  80tb  of  fieplamber  lasl^caap 

not  be  preciaely  stated,  as  the  ae- 

oennts  to  that  time  are  not  yet  en- 

taally  made  up ;  but  thi^  are  cfti- 

mated  to  have  amounted  to  the 

^mof         -----    88,972,00000 

From  revenue  -         $12,400,000  00 
From  loans      -  11,034,000  00 

From  Treasnry  notes,  16,938,000  00 

$89,372,000  00 


im 
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Staie  qfiJiA  Fmanee$, 


Th«  agsragate  of  the  receipU  of  tbe 
Trwfoiy  from  the  let  of  Jmtuajf 
IfilB,  to  the  80lh  of  September^ 
'  1815,  being  the  sum  of         -  9137,414^9  96 

8.  The  groee  disbonementa  of  the 
Tiearaiy  for  1818, 1813,  vtA  t8l4, 
emounted,  ae  above  atated«  to  the 


aam  of 


Tb«  diahoraements  of  the  Trtarary 
Ibr  1416,  to  the  30th  of  Septenbec 
laat,  amounted  to  the  aum  iof 

For  the  civil,  diploma- 
tie,  and  miacellane- 
oRift  aoEpqoiea  -  f2,587,000  00 

For  the  military  aer- 
viee,  dtc.       -       -  16,190,144  71 

For  the  mival  aerviee, 
dbc.        -        -        -    7^060^000  S0 

For  the  pnbUc  debt    -    8,900*178  88 

933,68MS9  1« 


•I00^17v667  18 


89,68ei388  18 


The  aggregate  of  the  dlabnnemenlB 
of  the  Treaauiy  from  the  lat  of  Jan- 
uaiy^  1818,  to  the  30th  of  Septem- 


ber, 1815,  being  the  aum  of 


9188^703,680  ei 


It  will  be  natural  here  to  inquire  into  the  gen- 
eral effects  of.  the  war  upon  the  public  dfibt  of  the 
United  States ;  and  the  aon^ed  table,  n>ar,jEfd 
C,  eihibita  a  detailed  statement  of  lii^  uaaatfsfied 
amount,  on  the  1st  day.of  January,  animiilly, 
from  the  year.  1791  to  the  y«if  181i^.bp|h  i#fflu- 
aire.  The  subject,  howeTfi,  my  be  placed,  dis- 
tinctly in  the  Ultomiag  point  of  view,  upon  fiati- 
mateareferring  to  thedate^the  aOtbA£fiapt^m>- 
ber,  1815: 

CftheFMieSebi, 

2*  The  am^nnit  of  the  funded  debt  contracted 
before  the  late  war,  which  remained  unsaiisfied 
on  the  30th  of  September,  1819,  nt&y  be  stated 
at  the  sum  of  939,135,484  96,  to  wit : 

(1.)  In  old  six  per  ceat, 

sto^,  the   nomisal 

amount  being    -     $17,350,871  39 
And  tiie  amount  reim- 

buned  being      -        13,467^589' 00 


Balance  due  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1815    -        -        • 
(8.)  In  defened  4x  per 
$ipiL  atocl^  the  nomi* 
nal  amount  being     -  0,d58,88)  85 
An^  the  apoQnt  reim- 
bnraed  being      -        -  4,158,5i3  93 


Balance  due  on  the 
30th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1815         .        -        -        - 
(3.)  In  three  pap  cent,  at«^ 
(4.)  In  exchanged  six  per  cept»  at^cki 
under  the  act  of  1813      -        •        - 

!6.)  In  aix  per  cent  stock  of  1706 
6.)  In  Louisiana  aix  per  cenl.  itoc^ 


.    3,783,884  39 


5,805,776  48 
16,11^8,177  43 

8,984,746  78 

80,000  00 

10,983,500  00 


Balance  on  the  30th  of  September* 
,    1815,  of  the  whole  of  the  pub- 
lie  debt  contracted  before  the 


WU 


939,135,484  96 


-    7.860,50aOO 


-  18,109^377  48 


8,408,|S81  95 


2.  The  amount  of  the  funded  debt  contracted 
on  account  of  the  late  war.  on  the  30th  of 'Sep- 
tember, 1815,  may  be  stated  at  the  sum  of  s96l- 
144,972  50,  to  wit :  I 

(1.)  In  six  percent  stock  of  1818,  (the 
911,000,000  loan,)  authorised  by  the 
act  of  the  4th  of  March,  181 8,  ob- 
tained at  par,  and  not  reimbursable 
before  the  year  1885 
.)  In  aix  per  cent  stock  of  1813,  (the 
916,000,000  loaoO  authorized  by  the 
act  of  the  8th  of  February,  1813,  ob- 
tained at  the  rate  of  988  in  cash  for 
9100  in  atock,  and  not  reimburaea- 
ble  before  the  year  1886  - 

(3.)  In  six  per  cent  stock  of  1813;  (the 
97,500g000  loan,)  authorised  by  the 
act  of  the  8d  of  August,  1813,  ob- 
tained at  the  rate  of  988  85  in  mo- 
ney for  9100  in  stock,  and  not  reim- 
bursable before  the  year  1886  - 

(4.)  In  aix  per  cent  atock  of  1814, 
(which  arose  from  loana  in  parta  of 
a  aum'  of  9^,000,000,  caUed  the 
9lO»000,000  loan  and  the  96,000,000 
loan,)  authorised  by  the  act  of  the 
84th  of  March^  1814,  obUtned  at 
diiflSnent  ratea,  and  not  reimburaeap 
ble  before  1887,  to  v^t: 

918,898,888  90,  at  80  per  centstodL  15»366,111  81 

140,810  00»at85par  cent  do.    -      165,658  88 

43,888  88,  at  90f  per  cent  dOt    -        47,657  79 

74,590  75,  at  90^  per  cent  do.   -        88,480  78 


18,551,511  87. 

(5.)  In  aix  per  cent  atock  of  1815, 

(the  913,000,000  loan,)  authorized 

by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1815, 

obtained  at  diifiuvnt  rates,  payable 

in.  Treasury  notes,  or  in  cash,  and 

not  reimburaeable  before  1887,  to 

wit  * 

97,984,810  59,  at  95per  cent  stock  - 

1,047,846  30,  at  96}  per  cent  do.     - 

38,978  49,  at  97  per  cent  do.    - 

875,000  00,  at  98  per  cent  do.    - 

4,000  00,  at  par  do.    - 

(6.)  In  aeven  per  cent  stock  of  1815, 

created  by  funding  Treasury  notea 

not  bearing  intereat,  iasued  part  at 

Sar,  and  part  upon  an  advance,  un- 
ar  the  act  of  the  84th  of  February, 
.  1815,  and  not  reimburaeable  until 
1885 - 


8,341,383  77 

1,085,861  08 

33,999'  H 

380,618  84 

4,000  00 


3,868,949  00 


Estimated  amount  of  the  whole  of  the 
funded  public  debt  in  reference  to 
the  late  war 68,144,978  50 


3.  The  amount  of  the  floating  debt  ooiotraeced 
since  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  oalea- 
lated  to  the  30th  of  September,  1815,  may  be 
stated  at  the  sum  of  917,355,101,  to  wit : 
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(1.)  The  aggregate  of  Treasury  notes  iaraed  under 
the  authority  of  the  several  acts  of  Congress  passed 
prior  to  the  act  of  the  94th  of  Febmary,  1816, 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  $20,301,600  00,  to  wit : 

Payable  in  the  year  1814, 
but  unpaid         -        -  8,709,200  00 

Payable  in  the  year  1815» 

but  unpaid         -        -  7,847,280  00 

Payable  in  the  year  1816, 
but  unpaid        -        -  $2,772,720  00 

Payablealso  in  181 6,(  is- 
sued under  the  special 
authority  of  the  act  of 
the  26th  of  December, 
1814,)  but  unpaid        -  8,318,400  00 

21,737,600  00 
Deduct  the  amount  reim- 
bursed in  1815,  at  Phil- 
adelphia, Baltimore^ 
Washington,  Charles- 
ton and  Savannah)    -  1,536,000  00 


Of  this  aggregate  there 

has  been  subsciibed  in 

principal  and  interest 

to  the  loan  of  1815, 

about  the  sum  of       -  4,531,687  06 
From  which  deducting 

•n  average  estimate  of 

near  one  year't;  inter- 
est, about  the  sum  of       216,587  06 

There  will  remain  for  the 

amount    of  principal 

subscribed  to  the  loan, 

about  the  sum  of       -  4,316,000  00 
And  it  is  estimated  that 

there  has  been  paid  on 

account  of  duties  and 

taxes  to  the  collectors 

of  the  customs,  the  in- 
ternal duties,  and  the 

disaet  tax»  about  the 

of      -        -        -  1,200,000  00 


20,201,600  00 


6,515,000  00 


Outstanding  amount  of  Treasuiy  notes 

beazing  interest  at  5  2-5  per  cent 
.    per  annum,  about  the  sum  of  -        -  14,686,600  00 
(2.)   The   aggregate  of 

amalt  Treasury  notes 

issued   and    reiisued 

under  ihe  act  of  the 

24th  February,  1816, 

amounts  to  about  the  * 

sum  of      -       -        -  4,142,850  00 
Of  this  aggrs^ate  there 

has  been  fonded  for 

seven  per  cent,  stock, 

included  in  the  fore- 
going statement  of  the 

funded    public    debt, 

about  the  sum  of       -  8,268,049  00 
And  there  has  been  paid 

on  aeoount  of  duties 

and  .taxes,  about  the 

sum  of      -       -       -      50,000  00 


3,818,949  00 


Outstanding  small  Trea- 
sury notes,  about  the 

sum  of  -        -        - 
(3.)   The   aggregate   of 

Treasuiy  notes  of  the 

new  emission,  issued 

«nder  the  act  of  die 

24th  February,  1815, 

amounts  to  about  Hht 

sum  of  - 
Leaving  the  amoMit  of 

floating  public  debt,  in 

Treasury  notes,  on  the 

1st  of  October,  1815, 

about  the  sum  of   - 
But  to  this  amount  of  the 

Sublic  floating  debt,  in 
'reasury  notes,  there 
must  be  added  the 
following  temporary 
loans,  to  wit : 

(1.)  A  temporary  loan, 
made  by  the  State 
Bank  of  Boston  in 
1812,  payable  the  16th 
and  3l8t  of  Decem- 
ber, 1814,  but  unpaid     500,000  00 

(2.)  A  temporary  loan, 
made  by  the  Cumber- 
land Bank  in  1812, 
payable  the  15th  of 
November,  1817         -       MfiOO  00 

(8.)  A  temporary  loan, 
made  by  the  Bank  of 
the  Sute  of  South  Car- 
olina, in  1814,  payable 
the  1st  of  December, 
1815-  .  50,000  00 

^4.)  A  temporary  loan, 
made  by  the  Mechan- 
ics'Bank  of  New  York, 
in  1815,  payable  when 
demanded-        -       •    200,000  00 

(5.)  A  temporary  loan, 
made  by  the  State  of 
New  York,  payable  in 
the  year  1817    -       -    350,000  00 


Making  the  aggregate 
amount  of  the  floating 
public  debt  about  the 
sum  of  ... 


$823^901  00 


094,000  00 


-  16,306^101  00 


1,150,000  00 


17,35M0l  00 


BSCAPXnrXiATIOV. 

1«  The  amount  of  the  unsatisfied  funded  pvbKc  debt, 
contracted  before  the  war,  on  the  90th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1815,  was  the  eum  of     •        •  $39,135,484  M 

2.  The  amount  of  the 
funded  public  debt 
contracted,  in  refor- 
enoe  to  the  late  war, 
on  the  same  day,  the 

sum  of  -       -        -  63,144,972  60 

3.  The  amount  of  the 
floating  public  debt> 
contracted  since  the 
war,  was,   on    the 

same  day,  the  sum  of  17,355,101  00 
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Totel  of  the  Moaitsintd  anuNUit  of 
the  pnblie  debt  created  eiooe  the 
w«r»  to  the  80th  of  September, 
1816 


•80,600,078  60 


Totel  amoont  of  the  national  debt  on 
the  80th  of  September,  1816  -        -  110,636,668  46 


It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  the  aggregate  of 
the  national  debt  thus  stated  to  the  30(h  of  Sep- 
tember, 1815,  is  subjeet  to  considerable  ehaoges 
and  additions.  The  floating  debt  in  Treasury 
notes  is  convertible,  at  the  measure  of  the  credi- 
tors, into  funded  debt;  ana,  independent  of  a  di- 
rect application  of  the  current  revenue  to  dis- 
charge the  Treasury  notes,  as  well  as  the  tempo- 
rary loans,  there  must  be  a  great,  though  gradual 
reduction  of  the  floating  debt,  by  the  payments 
made  in  Treasury  notes,  for  duties,  Uxes.  and 
public  lands.  There  are,  indeed,  some  claims 
Know  to  exist  for  loans,  aupplies,  and  services^ 
during  the  late  war,  which  have  not  been  liqui- 
dated, or  are  not  embraced  by  existing  appropri- 
atiotts ;  and  doubtless  there  are  other  lesfal  and 
equitable  claims  which  hare  not  yet  been  brought 
into  view,  in  any  form,  at  the  accounting  depart- 
ments, but  which  may  eventually  receive  the 
sanction  of  Congress.  It  is  not,  however,  within 
the  scope  of  any  estimate  hitherto  made,  to  state 
the  probable  addition  to  the  funded  debt,  under 
all  circumstances,  at  more  than  $7,000,000,  which 
would  consequently  place  the  aggregate  of  the 
funded  debt,  created  in  consequence  of  the  war, 
at  a  sum  not  much  exceeding  S70,00Q,P00.  But 
it  may  be  important  to  reeoUeot,  that  the  war 
debt  has  not  been  entirely  incurred  for  objects 
limited  to  the  continuance  pf  the  war;  and  that 
the  military  and  naval  establishments  in  partteu- 
iar  have  derived  durable  advantages  from  the 
expenditures  of  the  Treasury. 

For  the  payment  of  the  interest,  aud  the  reim- 
bursement or  sradual  extioguishment  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  the  resources  of  the  Treasury  are 
abundant,  although  the  state  of  the  circulating 
medium  (which  will  he  more  particularly  con- 
sidered .hereafter)  has  rendered  it  impracticable 
to  obtain  at  all  times,  upon  reasonable  terms,  the 
local  currencv  of  some  of  the  places  appointed 
for  the  discharge  of  the  pnblie  engagements. 
These  resources  depend  upon  the  Sinking  Fund, 
connected  with  the  faith  of  the  United  States, 
which  is  pledged  to  supply  from  the  existing,  or 
from  other  subjects  of  revenue,  the  defieieDciea  of 
that  fuod. 

The  public  debt  amounted,  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1791,  to  the  sum  of  Q75,463,476  52,  and  it 
consisted-— 

-  f  18,818,831  88 

-  88,66(^664  60 

76^468,476  68 


Of  the  Ibreign  debt  - 
Of  the  domestic  debt 


The  foreign  debt  experienced  various  changes 
in  form  and  in  amount.    From  17d8  to  178&  it 


rose  above  the  amount  stated  for  1791,  but  from 
that  period  it  was  gradually  reduced ;  and  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1801,  it  stood  at  the  sum  of  $10,- 
419,€00.  From  the  year  1801,  however,  the  an- 
nual reduction  was  more  rapid ;  and  in  the  year 
1810  the  foreij[n  debt  became  extinct. 

The  domestic  debt  has  also  experienced  vari- 
ous changes  in  form  and  amount.  It  was  origi- 
naily  stipulated  that  it  should  be  subject  to  re- 
demption by  payments,  not  exceeding  in  one 
year,  on  account  both  of  principal  and  interest, 
the  proportion  of  eight  dollars  upon  one  hundred 
dollars  of  the  stock;  and  when  the  Sinking  Fund 
was  constituted  and  organized,  provision  was 
made  for  effecting  the  payments  in  that  propor- 
tion, until  the  whole  debt  should  be  extinguished 
by  oividends  payable  on  the  last  days  of  March. 
June,  and  September,  in  each  year,  at  the  rate  or 
one  and  a  half  per  cent,  and.  on  the  last  day  of 
December,  in  each  year,  at  tne  rate  of  three  and 
a  half  per  cent,  upon  the  original  capital.  Da- 
ring the  first  period  of  about  ten  years,,  from 
1791,  until  the  lat  of  January^  1801,  the  amount 
of  the  domestic  debt  never  fell  below  the  sum 
which  has  been  stated;  and  in  1801  it  stood 
at  about  the  sum  of  $78,619,050  80.  The  aug- 
mentation, created  on  account  of  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana,  (amounting  to  $15,000,000,)  raised 
the  capital  of  the  domestic  debt,  in  1804,  to  the 
sum  of  $80,691,120  88 ;  but  from  that  period 
there  was  a  considerable  annual  diminution  of 
the  amount,  until  it  was  reduced  on  the  30th  of 
September^  1815,  to  the  already  specified  sum  of 
$39,135^  96. 

The  Sinking  Fund,  by  whose  operations  these 
beneficial  effects  have  been  produced,  may  be  r» 
garded  as  coeval  with  the  organization  of  the 
present  Government;  but  it  has  undergone  many 
important  modifications. 

1.  The  early  appropriations  of  the  revenue 
were  confined  to  the  paymeat  of  the  interest  and 
instalments  of  the  foreign  debt,  and  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  of  the  domestic  debt ;  but 
so  early  as  the  4th  of  August,  1790^  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Western 
territory  were  permanently  and  exelusivelv  ap- 
propriated and  pledged  towards  sinking  ancf  dis- 
charging the  debts  for  which  the  United  States 
were  then  holdcn.  The  annexed  Uble,  D,  will 
exhibit  a  statement  of  the  quantity  of  the  publie 
lands  which  have  been  annually  sold,  and  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales,  as  far  as  can  be  now  ascer- 
tained. 

2.  In  the  year  1792^  however,  commissionaia 
were  designated  and  authorized  to  purchase  the 
public  debt  at  its  market  price,  not  exceeding  the 
par  value)  and  the  interest  of  the  debt  purehasedi 
together  with  the  surplus  of  ceruin  other  appro* 
priations,  was  assigned  for  that  purpose.  Wnea 
the  annual  amount  of  the  food  thus  create^ 
should  be  e^ual  to  two  per  cent,  on  the  six  per 
cent,  stock,  it  was  directed  to  be  first  applied  to 
the  redemption  of  that  stock,  according  to  the 
right  reserved,  and  then  to  tne  purchase,  at  its 
market  price,  of  any  other  public  stock. 

3.  In  the  year  1795  "  the  Sinkiag  Fnnd'^ 
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citablished'  by  name ;  its  retoorcei  wer«  Tcated  ia 
the  Bame  commiBsioners,  aod  its  operatioiu  vere 
aubjectedtoiheirdirectioaaQd  maiiagemeDt.  Tke 
dttty  of  the  commissioDerSy  iDdependeiit  of  tempo- 
nry  objects,  consisted  to  applying  the  Siokiog 
Fundjlst,  to  the  payment  of  thesis  percent,  stock, 
at  the  stipulated  rate  of  eight  per  cent,  per  aonam ; 
3d,  to  the  payment  of  the  deferred  stock  after  the 
vear  1801,  according  to  the  same  atipnJation ;  aad, 
3d,  if  any  surplus  remained,  towards  the  further 
aad  final  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  of  every 
denomination.  For  the  accomplishment  of  these 
purposes  there  were  permanently  appropriated 
and  pledged,  in  addition  to  the  other  moneys  con- 
stituting the  Sinking  Fund,  and  the  interest  of 
the  amount  of  the  purchased  or  redeenaed  debt, 
1st,  a  snficient  sum  arising  yearly,  and  erery 
year,  from  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage, 
and  the  duiv  on  domestic  distilled  spirita  and 
stills,  as  might  be  rightfully  paid  of  the  principal 
of  the  six  per  cent,  stock,  commencing  on  the  1st 
of  Jantiary,  1602.  2d.  The  dividends  on  the  pub- 
lie  shares  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  but 
the  shares  were  sold  in  1796  and  1808,  under  ao 
authority  given  in  179$.  3d.  The  net  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  public  kmds  in  the  Western  terri* 
lory.  4th.  Moneys  received  into  the  Treasury 
on  account  of  old  debts.  5th.  The  surplueca  « 
revenue  beyond  the  amount  of  the  appropria* 
tiotts. 

4.  Such  was  the  outline  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
when,  on  the  6th  of  AprU,  1802,  the  internal  du- 
ties were  repealed;  and,  on  the  8Bth  of  April, 
.1802,  a  new  and  additional  provision  was  mada 
for  the  redemption  of  the  pubiic  debt.  Thus,  an 
anniial  sum  of  $7,300,000  waa  permanently  ap> 
propriated  and  vested  in  the  Commisaiooers  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  to  bo  produced,  1st,  by  the 
moneys  (other  than  the  surpluses  of  revenue) 
which  than  constituted  the  fond,  or  should  arise 
to  it  by  virtue  of  any  previous  provisions.  2d. 
By  the  sums  annually  required  to  disehar«  the 
interest  and  charges  of  the  public  debt ;  and,  3dly. 
By  so  much  of  the  duties  on  merchandise  and 
tonnage  as  would  be  necessary,  together  with  the 
preceding  resources,  to  eompieie  the  annual  in- 
vestment of  ^,800,000.  The  act  not  only  olaced 
the  reimbursement  of  the  principal,  but  also  the 
payment  on  acoount  of  interest  aad  charges  of, 
the  public  debt,  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
eemmissioneis ;  making  it  their  duty  to  cause  the 
fond  to  be  applied  in  pay  meat,  lat,  of  such  sums 
as  by  virtue  of  any  acts  thev  had  previouidv  been 
directed  to  pay ;  2d,  of  such,  sums  as  oaay  be  ao- 
Boaliy  wanted  to  discharge  the  interest  and 
eharges  accruing  on  any  other  part  of  tiie  then 
debt  of  the  Ueited  States ;  3d,  (tf  such  sums  as 


Fond,  to  be  paid  ottt  of  the  duities^  on  merchan- 
dise and  tounaae,  and  to  be  applied  bp  tlie  com- 
missiooers  to  the  payment  or  the  puMie  debt, 
including  the  Louisiana  stock,  in  the  raaaaer 
above  stated.  It  may  be  added,  thai  the  interest 
on  the  Louisiana  stock  is  payable  in  Europe;  hot 
the  principal  is  reimbursable  at  the  Treasury  of 
the  Uoited  States,  in  four  annual  instalmenta, 
commencing  in  1818. 

It  is  obvious  that  a  sinking  fund  of  f(8,000,000 
(independent  of  the  general  (uedges  in  prior  laws) 
was  ample  for  the  pavment  oi  the  interest  and 
the  principal  of  the  public  debt,  amounting  only 
to  the  sum  of  ^,000,000,  extinguishing  the  six 
per  cent  stock  in  1818;  the  deferred  stock  in  18d4, 
and  the  Louisiana  stock  in  1822^  a^  fast  aa  tJie 
terms  of  the  contracts  and  the  policy  of  Qovem' 
ment  would  permit.  The  general  operation  of 
the  fund,  indeed,  has  been  shown ;  bat  it  ia  proper 
more  psd^tieularly  to  add,  that,  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1815,  there  had  been  trnnsiSefred  to  the  cte- 
dit  of  the  commissioners,  in  the  b«As  of  the 
Treasury,  an  amount  of  pubUe  debt  e^oaJ  to  iti^ 
sum  of  $33,873,463  98,  of  the  fbUowii^  danooi- 
oations,  to  wit: 

U^Fateign  Debi. 

Thvse  per  cent  stock,  f8,S00,000  00 
Four  and  a  half  per 

cent,  stock  820,000  00 

Four  per  cttdt  steak   -    3,180,000  00 

f  12,200,000  00 


Six  per  cent  slock  -  1,946,026  OS 
Three  per  cent  slock  -  698,856  41 
Befimed  six  per  cent 

stock  -  1/NMI,179  88 

Biahl  per  cent  eloGk  •  6^48M00  60 
Sxchanged  aiz  percent 

stock  -  $1^0^061  It 

Commnled  six  per  cent 

slock  -      -  IJU»JK»  70 

Four  aad  a  half  per  esnt 

stock  -       •     I76/KM00 

Five  and  a  hslf  per  cant 

stock  -  •  -  1,818,900  00 
Navj  six  p€v  cent  stock  711,700  00 
Louisiana  six  per  cent 

stock  -        •     326,500  00 

Bix  per  csnt  stock  of 

1812  -     32l»20600 


■ay  he  aaauaUy  required  to  dischatge  any  in*- 
stalment  of  the  principal  of  the  then  debt ;  and 
dih,  aa  to  any  surplus,  to  apply  it  towards  the 
further  and  final  redemption,  by  payment  or  pur- 
chase of  the  then  debt  The  act  of  the  10th  of 
November,  1863,  having  created  six  per  cent 
stock  to  the  aniount  of  $11,250,000,  in  pursuauoe 
of  the  convention  for  the  purchase  of  Louietana, 
ndded  an  annoui  aum  of  4(706,000  to  the  Sinking 


21,078,483  98 
983,871^483  86 


But  the  chargea  upon  the  Sinking  Fund  have 
aocncnnlaled,  in  consequence  of  the  late  wav,  to 
aa  amount  which  it  has  not  the  capacity  to  de- 
fray ;  while  its  operations,  in  other  respects,  have 
been  obstrnpted  oy  the  temporary  failure  of  the 
revenue  arising  from  duties  on  merchandise  aod 
tonna|;e,  and  the  protracted  embarrassments  of 
the  cire«Uatng  medium :  thus, 

1.  The  annual  appropriation  for  the  Sinking 
Fond  amonnu  to  |^009/K)0,  and  consasis  at 
present-** 
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(1.)  Of  the  intereft  oq  tuiBh  ptTtoof  tlie 

public  4ebt  as  have  been  reimhuraed 

or  Jpoid  fiSf  (which,  however,  ia  itaelf 

derived  from  the  costoms,)  efftimtted 

on  tho  30th  of  September,  1815,  at 

the  sum  of ^1,968,677  64 

(3.^  Of  the  net  proceedf  of  the  wtleB  of 

the  public  lands,  exclusive  of  landp 

ic^d  in  the    Mitsissippi  Territory, 

(which  as  yet  belong  to  the  State  of 

Georgia,)  estimated  annually  at  the 

■urn  of 800,060  00 

^.}  CXf  the  pvooeede  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  to  complete  the 

minnal  inveatmentsb  esltmaled  ait  the 

sum  nf  -.        -       .       -       -       .    M30^S^  86 

C8,<M10/H)0  00 


2.  The  tpnoal  chftran  upon  the  Sinking  Fond 
oatiipiated  for  1616,  wiU  amount  probably  to  the 
»»il^  or  $14^524.^300. 

Op  a^c^Uftt  of  the  inMtwrt  aqd,  the  in- 

stahnentv  of  tbe^ld  df bt,  the  sum  of  f3,460»000  qO' 
On  aeeount  of  the  interest  of  the  new 

debt,  computed  on  a  capital  of  ^70^ 

dOO,C)00,  about  the  sum  of  -  -  4,^,000  00 
On  account  of  th^  principal  eind  inter*  « 

est   of  the  Treasury  notes,  issued 

under  the  act  of  the  30th  of  June, 

1818,  the  85th  of  February,  1813,  and 

the  4th  of  March,  1814,  (after  allow- 
ing ibr  the  amount  reimbursed,  sub- 

eeribed  to  the  loan,  and  paid  for  4ti- 

tiee^)  about  the  anm  of    -  -   8,864,960  00 

f  14|58^M0  Op 


t^H^mtm^mr 


BaAaillitthi  tmovni  of  the  Sinking 
FnnJ,  oemp^red  with  the  thaisae 
nppm  it,  e^Wled  £>r  18|6      -        -  •6,624,1(00  00 

Sr«tt.  tiM«  WW  of  the  fiosocial  operations  of 
Ih^-Ctorornment  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaeory. 
With  eTerv.sentimeni  cf  deference  and  iespeot', 
presents  the  followJng^  general  eoaclusione  for 
the  consideration  of  Congress : 

1.  That  the  existing  rereoue  of  the  United 
States  arises,  1st,  frpnv  duties  on  ini ported  mer- 
chandise, and  the  tonnage  of  yeseels;  2d^  in|er- 
nal  duties,  iocludiog  tJ|e  direct  X9,x  upon  Igods, 
house»j^and  elares ;  and,  3d,  the.  proceeds  of  the 
sales  or  public  lands;  but  some  of  these  duties 
aad  taxes  are  permanently  imposed,  and  some 
«f^  liflsited  in  their  duration. 

2.  That  the  following  duties  or  taxes  are  either 
partially  or  wholly  limited  in  their  duration  :  1. 
Thedntjeaon  m.orchandise  and  tonnage  will  be 
laduced  one-half  on  the  17th  of  February,  iai6, 
exee|>t  aueh  as  are  imposed  on  goods  of  the  like 
deeeription  with  the  articles  of  domestic  mana- 
lansture,  on  which  duties  have  been  laid,  and  in- 
•hided  ia  the  general  pledge.  2.  The  new  doty 
on  salt  y  the  duty  on  sugar  refined  within  the 
United  States;  and  the  stamp  daty  on  bank 
notesi  promissory  notes  discoonted,  and  on  bills 
of  azohange,  are  not  iaoliided  ia  the  general 


pledge^  and  will  wholly  cease  on  the  17ih  of 
February,  1816. 

3*  That  the  following  duties  or  taxes  are  not 
limited  in  their  duration,  and  are  included  in  the 
ffeoeral  pledge:  1.  The  direct  tax  upon  lands, 
houses,  and  slaves.  2.  The  duties  upon  lioeases 
to  distillers  of  spirituous  liqoora  and  upon  the 
liquors  distilled.  3.  The  duty  upon  liceosealo 
retailers  of  wines^  spiritnous  li<|oors,  and  foreign 
naercbandise.  4  The  duty  upoa  sales  at  anatiaa. 
5.  The  duty  upon  carriages  and  harness.  6.  The 
duties  upon  household  fumitura  and  watches. 
7.  The  duties  on  articles  manoihetured  or  made 
for  sale  wilh,in  the  United  States.  8.  The  rale 
of  postage* 

4.  That  the  itaith  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
revenue  arising  from  the  duties  and  taxes,  which 
are  not  limited  in  their  duration,  are  pledged  for^ 
the  punctual  payment  of  the  public  debt,  princi- 
pal and  interest,  accordioe  to  the  teronsoir  the 
contracts  respectively ;  and,  for  cieatiag  an  ada- 
qoale.  sinking  fund,  gradually  to  reduce,  and 
eveatiiaUir  to  extioffaish  the  d^t.  But  this 
pledge  will  be  satisfied  by  the  sobstitution  of 
other  adequate  duties  or  taxes;  and  the  incrta^B 
in  the  proceeds  of  the  duties  on  merchaodisei 
aohsequent  to  the  pledge,  affordeaa  advaniageoqs 
opportunity  of  making  such  sabstitotion  in  re- 
spect to  the  more  inconvenient  and  httrdensoaM 
portion  of  the  internal  duties. 

5.  That  the  establishment  of  a  revenue  system, 
which  shall  not  be  exclusively  dependent  upon 
the  supplies  of  foreign  commerce,  appears,  at 
this  juncture,  to  claim  particular  aicentioa. 

II.--ii  view  a  the  financeefor  1815,  vnfk  eM- 
matee  qf  the  jf^ibUf  revenue  wd  expfi^m  far 
1816. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Coqgress  the 
daauuids  apon  the  Treasury  were  interesting  in 
^eir  natare,  as  well  as  great  in  their  amount. 
Bxeluswelv  of  the  ordjnarv  expenses  of  the  Gov* 
eramant,  they  aoasisted  of  demands  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  army,  preparatory  to  its  -reduction 
to  the  Peace  Establishment,  with  other  very 
heavy  arrearages  and  disbursements  in  the  War 
and  Navy  Departmenis;  for  the  payment  of  the 
dividends  on  the  funded  debt,  and  of  the  arreara- 
ges, as  well  as  the  accruing  claims  on  account  of 
ih^  Treasury  note  debt;  and  for  the  payment  of 
the  Louisiana  dividends^  with  other  considerable 
debu  contracted  in  Earope  in  concequence  of  the 
late  war. 

The  efficiency  of  the  means  which  Were  pos- 
sessed for  the  liquidation  of  these  demands  de- 
pended upon  ciroumstanoes  beyond  the  control  of 
the  Governownt.  The  balance  of  money  in  the 
Treasury  consisted  of  bank  credits,  lyiog  chidly 
in  the  southern  and  western  sections  of  the  Union. 
The  revenne  proceeding  from  the  provision  made 
prior  to  the  last  session  of  Consress  was,  compa- 
ratively, of  small  amount.  The  revenue  pro* 
ceeding  from  tjia  provision  made  during  that 
sttsioq  could  not  be  available  for  a  great  portion 
of  the  present  year;  and,  in  both  instances,  |ha 
Mveaaa  was  payable  in  Treasury  notesj  or  it 
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assomed  the  form  of  bank  credits,  at  the  respec- 
tive places  of  collection.  The  ^only  remaining 
resources  for  immediate  use  were  an  additional 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  and  a  loan ;  but  the  suc- 
cessful employment  of  these  resources  was  ren- 
dered for  some  time  doubtful,  by  the  peculiar 
situation  of  the  credit  and  currency  of  the  na- 
tion. 

The  suspension  of  specie  payments  throughout 
Ihe  greater  portion  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
consequent  cessation  of  the  interchan||e  of  bank 
notes  and  bank  credits,  between  the  institutions 
of  the  different  States,  had  depri?ed  the  Treasury 
of  all  the  facilities  of  transferring  its  funds  from 
place  to  place;  and  a  proposition  which  was 
made,  at  an  early  period,  to  the  principal  banks 
of  the  commercial  cities,  on  the  line  of  the  Atlan- 
tic, with  a  view,  in  some  degree,  to  restore  those 
facilities,  could  not  be  effected,  for  the  want  of  a 
concurrence  in  the  requisite  number  of  banks. 
Hence  it  has  happened  (and  the  duration  of  the 
evil  is  without  any  positive  limitation)  that, 
however  adequate  the  public  revenue  may  be,  in 
its  general  product,  to  discharf^e  the  public  en- 
gagementSj  it  becomes  totally  inadequate  in  the 
process  of  its  application,  since  the  possession  of 
public  funds  in  •  one  part  no  longer  affords  the 
evidence  of-  a  fiscal  capacity  to  discharge  a  pub- 
lic debt  in  any  other  part  of  the  Union. 

From  the  suspension  of  specie  paymenfa,  and 
from  various  other  causes,  real  or  imaginary, 
differences  in  the  rate  of  ezcbaoge  arose  between 
the  several  States,  and  eren  between  the  several 
districts  in  ihe  same  State ;  and  the  embarrass- 
ments of  the  Treasury  were  more  and  more  in- 
creased, since  Congress  had  not  sanctiooed  any 
allowance  on  account  of  the  rate  of  exchange; 
and  the  amount  of  the  iegi&lative  appropriations 
was  the  same,  wherever  the  legislative  objects 
were  to  be  effected.  But  the  Treasury  notes  par- 
took of  the  inequalities  of  the  exchauffe  in  the 
transactions  of  individuals,  although  the  Treasury 
could  only  issue  them  at  their  par  value.  The 
public  stpck,  created  in  consideration  of  a  loan, 
also  partook  of  the  inequalities  of  the  exchange, 
although  to  the  Government  the  value  of  the 
stock  created,  and  the  obligation  of  the  debt  to 
be  discharged,  were  the  same,  wherever  the  aub- 
scription  to  the  loan  might  be  made. 

Thus,  notwithstanding  (he  ample  rerenue  pro- 
vided and  permanently  pledged  lor  the  payment 
of  the  puoiic  creditor,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
auspicious  influence  or  peace  upon  the  reaourccs 
of  the  nation,  the  market  price  of  ,|he  Treasury 
Aotes,  and  of  the  public  stock,  was  everywhere 
far  below  its  par  or  true  value,  for  a  considerable 
period  after  the  adjournment  of  Congress ;  vibra- 
ting, however,  with  a  change  of  place,  from  the 
rate  of  75  to  tne  rate  of  90  per  cent  Payments 
in  bank  paper  were  universally  preferred,  during 
that  period,  to  payments  in  the  piper  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  it  was  a  natural  consequence  that 
wherever  the  Treasury  failed  in  procuring  a  local 
currency,  it  failed  also  in  makiag  a  stipulated 
payment. 
Under  these  eztfaordiiiary  and  perplexing  eli^ 


cumstances,  the  great  effort  of  the  Tressnrv  was, 
Ist.  To  provide  promptly  and  effeetaallj  for  all 
urgent  demands,  at  tbe  proper  place  of  pafmenc, 
and  to  the  requisite  amount  of  funds.  2d.  To 
overcome  the  difficulties  of  tbe  circulatiog^  me- 
dium, as  far  as  it  was  practicable,  so  that  no  cred- 
itor should  receive  more,  and  no  debtor  paf  less, 
in  effective  Talue,  on  the  same  account,  than  ererj 
other  creditor,  or  every  other  debtor.  And^SiL 
To  avoid  any  unreasonable  sacrifice  of  the  pub- 
lic property,  particularly  when  it  most  also  be 
attended  with  a  sacrifice  of  the  publie  credit.  It 
was  not  Expected  that  this  effort  would  every- 
where produce  the  same  aatisfactioii,  and  ihe  same 
results;  bat  the  belief  is  entertained  that  it  kss 
been  successful  in  the  attainment  of  its  objects, to 
the  extent  of  a  just  anticipation. 

Of  the  tiMt  of  the  Treanary  Noleg. 

The  Treasury  notes,  which  were  issued  under 
acts  passed  prior  to  the  24th  of  February,  1815, 
were,  for  the  most  part  a  denomination  coo  higk 
to  serve  as  a  current  medium  of  exchange,  and  it 
was  soon  ascertained  that  the  small  Treasury 
notesy. fundable  at  an  interest  of  7  per  cent,  thoogL 
of  a  convenient  denomination  for  common  ase, 
would  be  converted  into  stock  almost  as  soon  as 
'.they  were  issued.  With  respect  to  the  first  de- 
scription, therefore,  tbe  issue  has  not  been  re- 
strained ;  but  with  respect  to  the  second  descrip- 
tion, the  issue  has  been  generaHy  limited  io  cases 
of  peculiar  urgency ;  such  as  the  payment  of  tbe 
army,  preparatory  to  its  reduction ;  the  inymeot 
of  the  dividends  on  the  public  debt  where  the 
local  currency  could  not  be  obtained ;  and  the 

Ciyment  of  an  inconsiderable  amount  of  miscel- 
neous  claims,  apparently  entitled  to  distinction. 
The  annexed  table,  marked  S,  coniaiiis  a  state- 
ment of  the  amount  oi  ihe  small  Treosory  notes 
which  had  been  issued  on  the  dOth  of  September, 
1815,  from  which  it  appears, 

1.  That  there  bad  been  iained,  tot  the  pajmaDS  of  tbs 
armj»  the  sum  of        ....  9l,4fi6,069 
S.  That  there  had  been  issued,  for  the  pay- 
.  meat  of  the  dividaadsof  the  poblie  debt, 
the  sum  of  .«•-••    I,'M>3»UI0 

3.  That  there  had  been  issned,  for  sundry 
miscellaneous  claims,  the  sun  of  •       -        109,081 

4.  That  there  hss  b^en  add  at  an  advance 
(prododog  ^38,107  64J  for  the  pnrpose 
of  raising  funds  to  meet  the  general  en- 
gagements of  the  Treasury,  a  sum  of  -     1,365JOOO 

t4,148,8M 


Of  the  Loan 

The  act  of  the  3d  March,  1815,  authorized  a 
loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $18,452,800.  It  was 
made  lawful  to  accept,  in  payment  6f  aubacrip- 
lions,  such  Treasury  notes  as  had  been  charged 
on  the  Sinking  Fund ;  and  a  commission,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  quarter  of  one  per  cent.,  waaailowed 
for  aelling  the  certificates  of  stock,  or  proeonog 
subscriptions  to  the  loan.  Under  this  aothority 
the  annexed  notice,  marked  F.,  dated  the  10th  of 
Marah,  1615,  was  published,  opening  a  loan  for 
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the  soul  of  812,000,000,  with  a  view,  Itt,  to  absorb 
a  portion  of  the  Treasury  note  debt ;  3d,  to  obtain 
funds  for  paying  the  unsabscribed  arrearages  of 
that  debt ;  and,  the  3d,  to  aid  the  Treasury  with  a 
aupply  of  the  local  currencies  of  different  places, 
in  some  proportion  to  the  probable  amoot  of  the 
local  demands. 

The  offers  to  subscribe  to  the  loan  prior  to  the 
19th  of  April,  181 5»  placed  (as  it  were  proper  to 
place)  money  and  Treasurer  notes  upon  the  same 
footing ;  but  the  offers  Taried  essentially,  in  the 
terms  and  conditions  that  were  annexed  to  them  ; 
and,  in  point  of  fact,  no  direct  ofier  was  awde  to 
BQbscribe  at  a  higher  rate  than  89  per  cent,  while 
some  of  the  ofiers  were  made  at  a  rate  eren  lower 
than  75  per  cent,  Upon  this  experiment,  there- 
fore, it  was  seen  at  once  that  the  new  situatfon  of 
the  Treasury  required  a  new  course  of  proceod- 
ing,  and  that  neither  the  justice  doe  to  the  equal 
riffbts  of  the  public  creditor,  nor  a  fair  estimate 
of  the  ralue  of  the  public  property,  nor  an  hono- 
rable regard  for  the  public  credit,  would  permit 
the  loan  to  assume  the  shape  and  character  of  a 
scramble,  subserTicnt  to  the  speculations,  which 
ereate  what  is  called  a  market  price,  and  shifting 
in  every  town  and  rilla^  of  etenr  State,  accord- 
ing to  the  arbitrary  rariations  of  what  is  called 
the  difference  of  exchanse. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject  all  the  offers  of  sub- 
scriptions to  the  loan,  made  in  the  first  instance, 
were  declined;  but  it  was  declared,  at  the  same 
time,  that  offers  at  the  rate  of  95  per  cent,  would 
be  accepted.  The  rate  thus  proposed  was  adopt- 
ed upon  a  consideration  of  the  value  of  the  stock, 
of  the  equitable  as  well  as  iegnl  claim  of  the  hold- 
ers of  Treasury  notes,  and  of  the  real  condition 
of  the  public  credit.  The  object  of  the  loan  be« 
ing  (as  already  stated)  to  absorb  a  portion  of  the 
Treasury  note  debt,  and  to  acquire  a  sufficiency 
of  local  etirrency  for  local  purposes,  the  price  of 
the  stock  at  the  Treasury  was,  of  course,  inde- 
pendent of  the  daily  up  and  down  prices  of  the 
various  stock  markets  in  the  Union,  and  could 
only  be  effected  by  the  progress  towards  the  at- 
tainment of  those  objects.  Thus,  while  the  wants 
of  the  Treasury  were  sufficientlv  supplied,  offers 
to  subscribe  were  freely  accepted,  and  the  parties 
were  sometimesauthorized  and  invited  to  increase 
the  amount  of  their  offers ;  but,  where  bcal  funds 
had  so  accumulated  as  to  approach  the  probable 
amoaat  of  the  local  demands,  the  price  of  the 
stock  was  raised  at  the  Treasury  ;  and  when  the 
accumulation  was  deemed  adequate  to  the  whole 
amount  of  thecal  demands^  the  loan  waselosed. 

The  policy  of  the  course  pursued  at  the  Trea- 
sury was  soon  demonstrated.  Offers  of  subscrip- 
tion to  the  loan,  at  the  rate  ot  95  per  cent.,  paya- 
ble in  Treasury  notes  or  in  money,  were  present- 
ed to  a  large  amount  soon  after  the  rule  of  the 
Treasury  was  declared ;  and  the  annexed  table, 
marked  G,  will  exhibit  the  progressive  and  actual 
state  of  all  the  subscriptions  to  the  90th  of  Sep- 
tember last. 

In  the  District  of  Colombia  the  money  sub- 
scriptions (including  the  subscription  of  certain 
liquidated  claims  upon  the  Treasury)  were,  suc- 


cessively, at  95,  96^,  97,  and  96  per  ceat.,  and 
finally  at  par.  In  the  city  of  Baltimore  the  money 
subscripcions  have  been  at  95  and  96|  per  cent» 
In  the  city  of  Philadelphia  the  money  subscrip- 
tions have  been  entirely  at  95  per  cent.  The 
price  w«s  raised  at  the  Treasury  from  95  to  98 
per  cent,  on  the  18th  of  June,  (subject,  of  course, 
to  all  unexecuted  subscriptions  previously  accep- 
ted or  authorized,^  and  since  that  time  conside- 
rable offers  have  been  received  at  95  and  96  per 
cent.,  but  none  have  been  received  at  the  increased 
rate  of  98  per  cent.  The  subscriptions,  payable 
in  Treasury  notes,  have  been  mane  in  all  places 
at  the  same  rate  of  95  per  cent.  A  general  ab- 
stract of  the  state  of  the  loan  may,  therefore,  be 
reduced  to  the  following  form : 

In  the  District  of  Cdiiiiibis  the  subseiiptions  haTS 
amounted — 

1.  In  money,  to  the  sum  of  9S,883»087  88 

2.  In  Treasoiy  notes,  to  .      257,276  66 

2,630,81^  08 

In  Baltimore  the  snbscrip- 

tions  hsTe  amoonted — 

1.  In  money,  to      -        -  $1,994,818  60 


2,608,480  40 


8,106,568  69 


2,  In  Treasury  notes,  to      608,661  00 

In  PhOadelphis  the  sub- 
scriptions amoonted — 

1.  In  money,  to  $1,846^000  00 

2.  In  Treasury  notes,  to  -    1,260,668  60 

In  New  York  the  snb- 
seripttons  have  amount- 
ed— 

!•  In  money,  to      -        -  601  44 

2.  Ill  Treasuiy  notes,  to       668,871  61 

— 668,978  86 

In  Rhode  Island  the  subscriptions  have 
amounted,  in  Treasoiy  notes,  to         •    182,020  €9 

In  Massachusetts  the  subscriptions  have 
amounted,  in  Tressary  notes,  to        •      97,801  82 

In  New  Hampshire  the  subscriptions  have 
amounted,  in  Treasoiy  notes,  to         -      62,886  20 

In  North  Carolina  the  subacriptions  have 
amounted,  in  Treasury  notes,  to        •      86,000  00 

$9,284,044  38 


Having  thus  absorbed  a  portion  of  the  Trea- 
sury note  debt,  and  deeming  the  Treasury  to  ba 
possessed  of  a  sufficient  supplv  of  the  local  cur* 
rencv  of  the  places  at  which  the  Treasury  noteS| 
unsuDscribed  and  in  arrears,  were  payable  by  laW| 
except  in  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Boston,  tha 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  proceeded  to  assig a 
funds  for  the  payment  of  the  Treasury  notes,  and 
to  give  notice  thereof  in  the  form  of  the  annexed 
copies,  (marked,  respectively,  H  and  I,)  in  pur- 
suance of  the  act  of  Congress^  passed  on  the  3d 
of  March,  1815.  As  a  sufficient  supply  of  the 
local  currencies  of  Boston  and  New  York  had  not 
been  obtained,  the  overture  was  made  in  the  same 
notice  to  discharge  the  Treasury  notes  payable 
in  those  cities,  and  in  arrears,  by  accepting  them 
in  subscription  to  the  loan,  at  the  rate  of  95  per 
cent;,  by  exchanging  them  for  other  Treasury 
notes,  in  which  the  interest  due  should  b^  tnciu- 
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State  of  the  Finaneee. 


1«  Treuniy  notes  bearing  intcreit : 
Under  the  aet  of  March 

4,1814       -        -        .$2,773,720 
Under  the  aet  of  Dee.  26, 

1814-        -        -        -    8,318,400 
Under  the  act  of  Febra- 

ai7  24, 1816      -        .       694,600 


Per  statement  annexed, 
maiked  L  -  -  911,786,720 
2*  Small  TreasnrjT  notes  not 
bearing  interest,  under  aet 
of  Febmary  24,  1815.— 
Ameont  issaed  and  re- 
issued, per  statement  an- 
nexed, marked  E  -       -    4«152,850 


Amt.  estimated  to  be  issned 
and  re-issned,  from  Oct.  1 
to  December  31,  1816   - 


$16,988,670 


1,000,000 


16,938,670  00 


Xaklng  the  total  amonnt  estinmted  to 
be  aetnallj  reoeiTed  into  the  Treas- 


oiy  daring  the  year  1816 


$48,849,618  01 


The  awplteaiioa  of  the  moneys  nctoally  received 
into  the  Treesury,  during  the  year  1815,  will  be 
as  follows :  To  the  30th  September  the  payments 
have  amounted  to  the  foiiowtog  soma  nearly;— 
the  accounts  not  being  yet  made  up^  the  precise 
amount  cannot  be  given. 

For  civil,  diplomatic,  and  misoelianeons 
expenses $2,687,000  00 

For  miliUiy  serrice    -^      •       .        •  16,190,144  71 

For  naval  service        .*       .        .        .    7,060,000  26 

For  public  deb^  (exdusivo  of  the  sura 
of  $300,000,  repaid  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Loans  for  Georgia)   -        -    8,909,178  22 


Dmlng  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year 

,  thepayments  an  estimated  to  amount 
to  the  following  snms»  via : 

For  civil,  diplomatic,  and  mis- 
cellaneous expenses        -  $600,000 

For  naval  service       -       -  1,600,000 

For  poblie  debt  to  the  1st  of 
Januaiy,  1816^  indnsive  -  3,000,000 


$33,686,323  18 


6^000,000  00 


Makmg  together  •  .     -       •        $88,686,323  18 
As  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  dur- 
ing the  year  have  been  estimated  at  48,849,618  01 


of  rerenue  and  expenditure  for  that  year  cannot 
be  reduced  by  the  scale  of  a  Peace  EstabUshmeat. 
The  arrearages  in  the  War  and  Navr  I>epart- 
meats  are,  generally,  the  ouutaodtng  niaoce  of 
the  floating  public  debt,  iBeliidiog  Tfeuory  ootes 
and  temporary  loans,  and  moat  oe  satisfied  befort 
a  permanent  and  nniform  arrangement  of  the 
finances  can  be  effected;  bat  ic  is  belicTed  thmt 
the  period  of  a  single  year  will  be  sufficient  for 
that  purpose. 

It  IS  also  proper  to  premise,  that,  altbeogb  the 
estimates  of  the  demands  en  the  Treasury  for 
1816  may  be  satisfactorily  made,  there  is  no  set- 
tled ground  upon  which  estimates  of  the  ways 
and  means  can  be  confidently  formed.  Tbe  en- 
tire system  of  external  and  internal  taxation  must 
necessarily  be  revised  daring  the  preoeot  seesioo 
of  Connese,  and  the  sooroes  as  weU  as  the  prod- 
uct of  the  public  revenue  can  only  be  mscerUiaed 
from  the  result  of  the  legislative  deliberatioes. 
In  order  however  to  obviate  this  difficoity,  as  far 
as  it  is  practicable,  distinct  sutemenis  wiil  be 
presented  for  1816^1.  Of  the  probaUe  demands 
of  the  Treasury ;  2.  Of  the  revenue,  estimated  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  now  in  force ;  and,  3.  Of  the 
revenae»  estimated  according  to  the  modifica- 
tions, which  will  be  respectfully  lubmitled. 

1.  0/tkeproba^  demandg  on  Oe  TWosury. 
The  amount  of  dvil,  diplomatic,  and  mk- 

oellaneous  expenses,  is  estimated  at  the 

sum  of      -       -       •       .        .        . 
The  amonnt  of  militaiy  expenses  is  eeti- 

mated  at  the  sum  of  - 
For  the   Military  Establudi- 

mentofl81tf    -  •^112^169 

For  the  arrearages  of  1810^ 

beyond  the  amount  of  the 

appropriations  •       .       .    9,487,087 


$1,800,000 
14^9;M0 


If  aUng  together 


914^9M9 


The  amonnt  of  the  naval  expenses  (sup- 
posing them  to  be  rednced,  on  the  Peace 
Establishment,  to  one-half  the  amount 
appropriated  Ibr  1815,  and  adding  the 
annual  appropriation  of  $900,000  Cu 
the  purchase  of  timber)  is  estimaied  at 
the  sum  of        -       -       -       •    -   . 

The  amount  of  the  payments  required  on 
acoonnt  of  the  publk  debt  is  estimated 
at  the  sum  of    -       .       •       .       . 


t,716,6I0 


S3,818,6» 


The  sum  left  in  the  Tressuiy  at  the  end 
oftheyearvrillbe  -       -       •         f  10,188,»89  88 

And  win  consiat  principally  of  IVsasmy  notes,  paid 
on  account  of  the  revenue  and  of  loans. 

Of  the  estimates  of  the  Public  Revenues  and  Ex- 
pendituresfor  1816. 

In  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  it  is  pro- 
per to  premise,  that  the  revenue  of  1816  must  be 
charged  with  the  payment  of  a  considerable 
amount  of  the  unliquidated  debts  incurred  during 
Uie  war ;  al^i  consequently,  that  the  proportions 


For  the  interest  and  annual  tdmbuns- 

ment  of  the  principal  of  the  funded  debt 

prior  to  the  war  •    8,460^000 

For  the  interest  on  the  fimded 

debt  eieated  emce  the  war, 

estimated  on  a  capital  of 

970,000,000     - 
For  the  balance  of  prindpal 

and  interest  on  Trossury 

notes  of  eveiy  denomination 

now  dne  or  payable  in  1815 

and  1816^  or  estimated  to 

be  paid  in  dioee  years^  bj 

being  reopived  for  dotftse 


•41^884,809 


-    4^200,000 


l«St 
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and  I«Z0%  M  Mt  forth  in  th« 
annexed  table,  marked  L  -  15,458,613 
For  the  amount  of  temporanr 
loans  due  to  the  State  Bank 
of  Beaton,  ($500,000,)  and 
the  Mechanica'  Bank  of 
New  Fork,  ($200,000)     •       700,000 

Making  together   -        $S3,818»618 


Pmn  thia  aggregate  of  the  de- 
mands for  1816,  the  chtrgea 
of  a  temporary  nature  beug 
dedaeteo,  to  wit :  dedoct  the 
amonnt  of  the  arrearages 
in  the  military  services  of 


1^15 


And  the  amount  of  the  floatp 
ing  dehl  to  be  liquidated  in 
1816       .... 


-  $9,487,087 


16,158,618 


86,505^600 


Tlieie  win  remsia  as  thswohihle  sBiwal 
ezpenditore  of  tba  Peace  ^f^Miih- 
menl,  independent  of  any  addition  to 
the  Sinking  Fnjuk the  aom  pf    «       •$17;i88.im 


%  Of  ike  revenue  far  \%\%^uHmaUd  aecenttng  to 

the  laws  now  in  fine* 

By  the  laws  npw  in  force  the  re?enpe  arising 
from  customs,  during  the  year  1816.  will  be  af- 
fected in  the  following  mauner:  The  present 
rates  of  duties  continue  until  the  18th  of  Febrti- 
ary,  1&14»  when  the  duty  on  salt  imported  will 
cease,  and  the  rates  of  duties  on  merchandise  of 
every  description,  imported  in  American  vessels, 
will  fall  to  ooe-half  of  the  eiistiog  amount,  with 
the  exception  of  ceruin  manufactured  articles, 
beiog  of  the  same  kinds  as  the  manufactured  iirti- 
cles  on  which  internal  duties  have  been  imposed ; 
the  doti«i  on  the  imported  articles  coutinuing  at 
the  ezistiog  rates,  so  long  as  the  eziaiiiig  internal 
duties  sbalfbe  continued  upon  the  corresponding 
articles  of  domestic  manufacture.  On  the  16tn 
of  Februanr  the  extra  duties  on  merchandise  im- 
ported in  foreign  vessels^  which  is  qow  15^  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  duty  in  American 
vessels,  will  fall  to  10  per  cent,  on  that  amount, 
and  the  tonnage  dnt^  on  foreign  vessels,  which 
is  oow  $2  per  too,  will  fall  to  fifty  cents  per  ton. 
The  extra  duly  is,  also,  liable  to  be  affected  by 
the  operation  of  the  act  for  abolishing  all  dis- 
criminating  duties  upon  a  basis  of  natural  reci- 
procity. 

By  the  laws  now  in  force  the  revenue  arisiog 
from  internal  duties  will  be  aflfocted  in  the  follow- 
ing manner:  The  duties  on  bank  notea^  on  notes 
discounted  by  banks,  and  bills  of  exchange, 
/commonly  called  the  stamp  duties,)  and  5x9 
doty  on  refined  sugar,  will  cease  on  the  18th  of 
February,  1816.  All  the  other  internal  duties, 
together  with  the  direct  tax,  and  the  increased 
rates  of  postage,  will  continue. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  revenue  which 
will  accrue  to  the  United  States,  during  the  year 
1816^  is  estimated  as  follows: 
14th  Con.  1st  Sess.— 52 


From  oustoms  -  .  •  •  . 
internal  duties  .... 
direct  tax,  (net  produce  to  (he  Tim- 

•niy) 

sales  of  pnblie  lands     -        .        . 
postage  and  incidental  receipts     - 


$18^000,000 
7,000b000 

6,600,000 

1,000,000 

400,000 

$37,000,000 


The  sums  actually  receivable  into  the  Treat- 
ury^ during  the  year,  are  estimated  as  follows: 

From  eustoiBs $80,000,000 

internal  dntiss  -  -  -  .  6,500,000 
direct  tax,incIoding  arrears  of  18 15  8,500,000 
the  sales  of  public  lands  •  -  1,000,000 
postsge  and  meidental  receipts     •        400,000 


If  to  this  be  added  fbio  probable  amount 
of  money  in  the  Tieasuy,  at  the  eon- 
menoement  of  the  year  1816^  ^riueh 
may  be  ertimated,  eidusife  of  Tna*> 
ury  noses  paid  in,  jmvionsly  to  that 
time,  ea  aeooimt  ef  sevenue  and  of 
loansy  at  the  aoffii  ef  -       .       .       . 


936,400,000 


8,oao,Mi 


■*>M 


The  ^Active  w^a  and  SMasa  ef  181il 
will  produce,  in  the  whole,  the  sun  of     S8yi0O»QQ0 

But  as  the  demands  upon  the  IVeaavy, 
tat  the  same  year,  will  anoont,  as 
above  stated,  to 43,884,869 

There  will  be  left  a  deficit,  to  be  supplied 
by  means  other  than  the  revenue,  of 


me  sum  of 


-    •3,484.869 


3.  Cf  the  revenue  fyrlBl^feiiinuxtedaeeordif^  to  ike 
moeUfleaiione  which  wiU  be  re»peetfi$Uy  euSmittetL 

From  the  review  of  the  financial  measures  of 
the  Government,  in  reference  to  the  recent  state 
of  war,  which  constitutes  the  first  part  of  the 
present  report,  it  appears  that  the  almost  entire 
failure  of  the  customs,  or  duties  on  importation9| 
and  tbe  increasing  necessities  of  the  Treasury, 
rendered  it  necessary  to  seek  for  pecuniary  sup- 
plies in  a  system  of  internal  duties ;  but  both  m 
respect  to  the  subjects  of  taxation,  and  to  the 
amount  of  the  several  taxes,  the  return  of  peace 
has  always  been  contemplated  as  a  period  for 
revision  and  relief.  In  the  fulfilment  of  that 
poliey,  a  reduction  of  the  direct  tax;  a  discon- 
tinuance of  taxes  which,  upon  trial,  have  proved 
unproductive  as  well  as  inconvenient ;  and,  above 
all,  the  exoneration  of  domestic  manufactures 
from  every  charge  that  can  obstruct  or  retard 
their  progress,  seem  to  be  the  objects  that  partic* 
ularly  invite  the  legislative  attention.  There 
will  still  remain,  however,  a  sufficient  scope  for 
the  operation  of  a  permanent  svstem  of  internal 
duties  upon  those  principles  of  national  policy 
which  have  already  been  respectfully  suggested. 

As  an  equivalent  for  tbe  diminution  of  the 
revenue,  by  tbe  coutemplated  abolition  or  reduc- 
tion of  some  of  tbe  duties  and  taxes,  and  in  ob- 
servance of  the  public  faith  which  is  pledged,  in 
the  case  of  such  abolition  or  reduction,  to  provide 
and  substitute  other  duties  and  taxes  eqwij  pro- 
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dociive,  It  II  loteDded  respeetrully  to  recommend 
a  continuance  of  the  daty  on  imported  salt,  and 
a  competent  addition  to  the  permanent  rates  of 
the  duties  on  merchandise  Imported.  In  the  gen- 
eral  tariff  which  has  been  directed  by  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representa tires  to  be  prepared, 
and  which  will  be  submitted  to  Congress  as  soon 
as  the  materials  for  forming  it  can  be  digested 
and  arranged,  the  subject  wiQ  be  more  distinctly, 
as  well  as  more  satisfactorily,  presented ;  but,  as 
it  is  not  probable  that  this  measure  can  be  so  ma- 
tured as  to  ^o  into  operation  on  the  18th  of  Feb- 
ruary next.  It  becomes  necessary  to  suggest  the 
expediency  of  continuing  the  present  rates  of 
duties  until  the  30th  of  June,  when  the  new 
rates,  with  all  the  necessary  details  to  give  effect 
to  the  system,  may  be  introduced,  and  sufficient 
notice  be  given  to  the  merchants,  to  regulate  their 
commercial  operations  accordingly. 

In  relation,  then,  to  the  internal  duties,  it  is 
intended  respectfully  to  recommend  that  the  du- 
ties imposed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress^  on 
various  articles  manufactured  within  the  United 
Buica,  shall  be  abolished  on  the  18ib  day  of  April 
ftext,  which  will  complete  the  year,  commencing 
from  the  time  the  duties  went  into  operation; 
that  the  duty  imposed  during  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  on  spirits  distillM  within  the  United 
Suites,  shall  be  abolished  on  the  30th  dav  of  June 
next,  but  that,  at  the  same  time,  there  be  added 
100  per  cent,  on  the  rale  of  the  duty  which  bad 
been  charged  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous 
liquors  in  the  year  1813;  that  the  duty  on  house- 
hold furniture,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches,  be 
abolished  on  the  31st  day  of  March  next ;  that  the 
additional  duty  imposed  during  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  on  licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  be  abolished  on 
the  31st  dav  of  December,  1816;  and  that  the 
duties  on  renned  sugar,  and  the  stamp  duties,  be 
continued ;  and,  finally,  in  rslatioa  to  the  direct 
tax,  it  is  intended  respectfully  to  recommend  that, 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  next,  it  be  reduced  to 
one-half  of  its  present  amount;  that  is,  to  the  an- 
nual amount  of  ^3,000,000. 

The  subtraction  from  the  revenue  by  these 
changes  and  reductions  in  the  direct  tax,  and  the 
internal  duties,  is  estimated  at  the  annual  sum  of 
$7,000,000.  But  the  substitutes  for  supplying  the 
equivalent  amount  are  estimated  to  produce,  1st, 
Arom  the  increase  of  the  duty  on  licenses  to  dis- 
tillers, and  the  continuance  of  the  stamp  duties, 
and  duties  on  refined  sugar,  the  annual  sum  of 
$1,500,000;  2d,  from  the  continuance  of  the  duty 
on  imported  salt,  the  annual  sum  of  $500,000; 
and,  3a,  from  an  increase  upon  the  permanent 
rates  of  duties  on  the  importation  of  foreign  mer- 
chandise, the  annual  sum  of  $5,000,000. 

The  full  effect  of  the  alteraUons  which  have 
been  stated  will  not  be  developed  until  some  time 
after  the  year  1816;  but  if  they  be  adopted,  the 
state  of  the  revenue  for  that  year,  in  the  two  views 
of  which  it  is  susceptible — 1st,  of  revenue  accru- 
ing during  the  year,  and,  2Qdly,  of  money  receiv- 
able into  the  Treasury  during  the  year,  may  be 
estimated  as  follows: 


1.  The  revenue  which  will  accrue  in  1816  may 
be  estimated— 

Fiom  customs  ....  -^lypOOOjDOD 
From  intemml  duties  ....  4,600,000 
From  direct  tax,  (net  peodaet  to  the  Trea- 
sury) .-.*..  S»700yOM 
From  sales  of  publiclands  ...  I/MI0,0M 
Fropi  postage  and  incidental  rsoeiplB  4M,000 

$S5j6IM;I0O 


2.  The  moneys  which  will  be  actually  receiv- 
able into  the  Treasury,  from  revenue,  in  1815, 
may  be  estimated— 

From  the  customs 9^l,000jm 

From  internal  daties  ....  6,000,001 
From  diract  tax,  induding  aneais  of  1816  tJOOOJfM 
From  sales  of  public  lands  ...  1,000,000 
From  postage  and  incidental  receipts  400^ 

$33.400.000 

If  to  the  sum  thus  estimated  to  be  receivahle  ioCe  the 
Treasury,  from  the  revenne,  during  the 
year  1816 $33,400,000 

There  be  added  the  money  which  will 
probably  be  in  the  Treaaniy  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year    ....     6,000,000 


The  aggregate  will  be  the  ram  of  -       -    36,400,000 
And  the  demands  being  estimated,  as 
above,  at 4»JB84;S«0 


There  will  be  left  a  deficit  of  - 


6,484,200 


It  is  here,  however,  to  be  recollected,  that  the 
estimate  of  the  demands  on  the  Treasury  com- 
prehends the  gross  amount  of  the  arrearages  of 
the  War  Department,  and  a  provision  fur  the 
whole  of  the  floating  pubii'e  debt;  and  although, 
for  the  purposes  of  a  IcgiA/aCfveapproprjaiion,  the 
aggregate  of  the  expenditures  to  be  muihorized  htt 
the  year  1816  is  oeceskarily  made  the  basis  or  the 
official  estimates,  yet  the  uniform  experience  of 
the  Treasury  evinces  that  the  demands  for  a  coa- 
siderable  portion  of  the  annual  appropriaiion  will 
not  be  made  during  the  year. 

It  may  also  be  observed,  that  to  raise  a  revenue 
by  the  imposition,  or  even  by  the  continuance,  of 
taxes,  adequate  to  the  immediate  discharge  of 
every  unliquidated  demand  upon  the  Treasury, 
at  tbe  close  of  an  expensive  war,  seems  hardly  to 
be  necessary  under  the  present  circumstances  of 
the  countrv.  The  product  of  the  revenue  ar- 
ranged in  the  manner  which  has  been  stated,  may 
be  estimated,  after  the  year  1816,  at  an  annual 
amount,  nearly  four  millions  greater  than  the  sum 
required  for  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  and 
for  the  probable  expenses  of  the  Peane  Bstabri»h- 
ment.  If  the  public  debt,  therefore,  were  increased 
in  the  year  1816,  by  a  sum  equal  to  the  whole 
amount  of  the  deficit  as  above  stated,  an  equiva- 
lent reduction  would  be  effected  in  less  than  two 
years.  The  unexecuted  authority  to  borrow 
money,  and  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  already  pro- 
vided by  the  acts  of  Congress,  is  sufficient  to  en- 
able the  Treasury  to  meet  the  deficit  In  either  of 
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these  modes,  and  consequently  no  farther  legisla- 
tive aid  (except,  perhaps,  in  the  modification  of 
the  issues  of  Treasory  notes)  appears  at  this  time 
to  be  required. 

lU,-^Propariium»/or  the  impraoemenl  and  man- 
agemaU  rf  the  retemttf  and  for  the  eupporiqf 
fnMic  cridU, 

The  propositions  which  are  now  to  be  respect- 
folly  submitted,  relate:  1.  To  the  terenae*  3. 
To  the  Sinking  Fond.  3.  To  the  natioaal  cir- 
culating medium. 

1.  Fr^potUione  rtlating  to  the  rtMnue. 

The  changes  contemplated  in  tho  roTCone,  on 
the  estimates  of  a  Peace  Kstahliehmeot,  haTing 
been  already  stated  as  the  inieDded  ob^ts  of  rec- 
ommendatioQ,  it  is  onhr  now  aecesaary  to  aobmit 
to  the  considermtioo  ofOonffress  the  meaauras  re- 
quiriog  their  sanction  for  carrying  the  plan  into 
effect. 

Pirst.  It  is  respectfully  proposed  that  the  act  of 
the  1st  of  July,  1612,  imposing  an  additional  daty 
of  100  per  cent,  upon  the  permanent  duties  on 
floods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into  the 
United  States  from  any  forei^  port  or  plaee,  and 
the  act  of  the  89th  of  July,  1813,  imposing  a  doty 
upon  imported  salt,  be  continued  in  force  until 
the  30th  dav  of  June,  1816. 

Second,  it  is  respectfully  proposed  that  the  act 
of  the  84th  of  July,  1813,  imposing  a  duty  on 
angar  retined  within  the  United  States,  and  the 
act  «r  the  2d  of  August,  1813,  imposing  a  duty  on 
bank  notes,  notes  discounted,  and  bills  of  ex- 
ehangcy  be  continued  by  law,  in  force,  without 
limitation,  hot  with  proper  amendments  to  render 
the  collection  of  the  duties  more  equal  and  more 
certain ;  and  that  the  act  of  the  15th  of  December, 
1814,  imposing  duties  on  carriages  and  the  har- 
Bcts  therefor;  and  that  so  much  of  the  act  of  the 
83d  of  Deeember,  1814,  as  relates  to  the  duties  on 
aalea  at  auction^  and  to  the  increasing  of  th^  rates 
of  jMstage.  be  allowed  to  remain  in  force. 

Third*  It  is  respectfally  proposed  that  there  be 
a  reduction  or  raodifieatton  in  the  following  taxes 
and  duties: 

1.  That  the  direct  tex  be  reduced  from  six  mil- 
lions to  three  millione  of  dollars,  for  the  year  1816, 
and  for  each  succeeding  year. 

8.  That  the  duties  on  duiti41ed  sphrits  be  discon- 
tinued alter  the  30th  day  of  June,  1816;  and  that 
the  duty  on  licenses  to  distillers  be  raised  on  that 
day  lo  double  the  amount  fixed  by  the  act  of  the 
84th  of  July,  1813. 

3.  That  the  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of 
wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise, be  reduced  to  the  rates  of  the  year  1813,  with 
proper  regard  to  the  periods  when  licenses  com- 
mence and  expire. 

Fourth.  It  is  respectfully  proposed  that  the  act 
of  the  18th  of  January,  181fi^  and  the  act  of  the 
87th  of  February,  1815,  imposmg  duties  on  various 
articles  manufactured,  or  made  for  sale  within  the 
United  States,  and  the  act  of  the  18th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1815.  imposing  duties  on  household  furniture 
and  watckes,  be  absolutely  and  entirely  repealed. 


Fifth.  It  is  respectfully  proposed  that  the  act 
of  the  3d  of  March,  1815,  further  to  provide  for 
the  collection  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  too« 
nage,  and  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1815,  to  fix 
the  compensations,  and  increase  the  responsibil- 
ity of  the  collectors  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal 
duties,  and  for  other  purposes  connected  with  the 
collection  thereof,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  com* 
peosation  of  the  collectors  of  the  'direct  tax  and 
internal  duties,  he  continued  in  force  without 
limitation. 

%  Ftapaniion  ftkstmg  to  the  Sinking  Fund* 

The  Shiking  Fund,  as  it  is  at  pieasnt  eonstHnle^ 
unountsto  the  amnal  sum  of     -       •  .  $8,OOO»OO0 

It  as  duofed,  in  Ihe  first  instance  wilh  the 
payment  of  the  intmesti  and  tho  annual 
rsimbuissnient  of  the  principal  ef  the 
old  funded  debt»  which  will  reqniie  for 
1816,  and  each  of  the  two  easntng 
yssrsy  ths  sum  of       •       -        -        -   93»460»00d 

And  it  is  charged  with  ths  payment  of  the 
interest,  and  the  eventual  reimburse- 
ment of  the  priodpal  of  the  new  fund- 
ed debt;  the  interest,  eompnted  on  a 
capital  of  $70,000,000,  will  require  ibr 
the  year  1816,  and  each  subsequent 
year,  the  sum  of        ....      4,800,000 


The  total  pressnt  diaige  on  the  BlnUag 
Fond,  on  aooeont  of  the  fimded  debt, 


-   •7,660X)60 


being  the  annual  siim  of 


In  1818  the  tind  will  be  released  from  the 
nual  charge  of  $1,380,000,  accruing  upon  the  old 
six  per  cent,  stock,  as  the  stock  will  then  be  paid 
and  extinguished ;  but  in  the  same  year  it  will 
be  subjected  to  a  charge  of  $3,000,000,  for  the  first 
instalment  of  the  principal  of  the  Louisiana  stocky 
which  will  then  become  payable.  In  each  of  the 
two  succeeding  years  a  similar  sum  will  be  pay* 
able;  aad^  in  the  year  1881,  such  sum  will  be  pay- 
able as  may  be  necessary  to  complete  the  reim- 
borsement  of  that  stock,  and  which  is  estimated 
at  $1,983,500. 

The  Sinking  Fund  is  also,  at  present,  charged 
with  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  M 
the  Treasurv  notes  issued  under  the  act  of  the 
4th  of  March,  1814,  and  of  prior  acts,  and  of  cer- 
tain temporary  loans  obtained  under  the  loan  acta 
of  1818,  and  of  subsequent  years.  The  several 
acts  chaiiging  these  payments  on  the  Sinking 
Fond  hiive  directed  that  such  sums,  in  addition 
to  the  annual  appropriation  of  $8,00d.000^  should 
be  taken  from  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriately  as  should  be  necessary  to 
meet  and  satisfy  the  demand.  The  temporary 
loans  and  Treasury  notes  will,  therefore,  be  prob- 
ably pafd  or  absorbed  in  1817 ;  and  it  is  deemed 
unnecessary,  for  the'  present  purpose,  to  include 
them  in  the  consideration  of  the  form  and  extent 
which  it  is  proposed  to  give  to  the  Sinking  Fund 
in  that  year. 

In  1803,  when  the  Sinking  Fund  was  estab- 
lished- on  its  present  foottnff,  the  principal  of  the 
Fnbiie  debt  was  about  $86,0i)0,000.  and  the  inter 
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est  anooally  payable  opoo  it  aboat  94^5O(X0OO. 
At  that  time  there  was  assigned  to  the  SiDciog 
Foody  out  of  the  public  reveooe,  $8,000,000,  of 
which  aboot  $3,500,000  were  annually  applicable 
to  the  reduction  of  the  principal  of  $86,000,000. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  vear  1817  it  is 
estioiated  that  the  piincipal  of  the  funded  debt 
will  amount  to  $110,000,000,  requiring  the  sum  of 
k6^50,000  for  the  payment  of  its  annual  iotereat. 
If  a  sum  applicable  to  the  redaction  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  debt  were  now  to  be  assigned,  bear- 
ing the  same  proportion  to  that  principal  which 
the  earn  assigaed  in  180i  tli«fi  bore  to  me  j^nci- 
|ial«  it  would  amouBl  to  abont  $iJi(K000*  WJben 
h  is  aided,  therefore,  to  tke  som  of  $6uUMyQ00, 
which  is  necessary  for  the  payment  of  toe  inter- 
est there  would  be  f  eqaiwd  for  the  aoMMMit  bow 
t6  be  set  apart,  to  eoaaliioie  tlie  fiinkiag  ^Hid, 
the  sam  of  $10,M0^000  per  aon  am.  it  is  proposed, 
howeTcr,  to  carry  the  amount  oaly  to  the  sum  of 
$10,000,000,  which  will  allow  about  ^,850,000 
as  applicable  to  the  reduction  of  the  principat  of 
the  debt;  a  sum  sufBcieot,  if  strictly  and  regu- 
lariy  applied  without  interruption,  upon  a  com- 
pound principle,  to  pay  off  the  whole  of  the  fund- 
ed debt  in  a  period  less  than  eighteen  years. 

Upon  these  grounds,  then,  the  Seeretary  of  the 
Xseasttsy  respectfully  submits  tl^  Codlowing  prpp- 
osiiion: 

That,  in  the  year  1817,  and  «n»iiaUy  in  erMry 
subsequent  year,  there  be  oppropciaiied  thesomof 
f[i^iQQ,M0,  m  addition  to  the  aiiia«^  «i,OeQ,000 
-aew  a««ually  appropriated  for  the  payment  of 
■tfeMS  intereat  and  priociBal  of  the  fitblie  debt ;  that 
the  McymeDi  of  this  amtioaal  sooi'  be  made  oat 
of  toe  prooeeds  of  the  tercMie  derived  Droaa  ihe 
eMtoms,  the  sales  of  the  psUic  laads,  and  the  in- 
tcaaai  duties,  or  from  either  of  iben,  available 
aAertJbe  payment  ef  the  simm  for  which  they  are 
Bfom  reapeetiireiy  pledged  or  apfropriaied ;  aad 
thai  tbe  aaid  additional  sum  of  ^^QQUQOO  anira- 
ally  be  payable  to  theCommiasiosers  ef  the  Sink* 
tag  Fund,  to  be  •pplied  hy  them  ift  the  saine 
■aaaatras  the  mooeya  which  ihey  are  now  en- 
titled by  law  to  receive;  that  is  to  saj,  lat,  toibc 
2ynMat  of  the  interest  on  thepiibUe  ninded^ebt ; 
dly,  4a  thereimboMament  or  the^iaeipal,  Isem 
iime  to  time,  ae  the  sam*,  or  anj  poitien  of  it, 
ahall  heaene  retoalMic8abla«.aeoordin«  to  the.terma 
«f  theeoatsaois  by  aRhieh  it  has  bean  icreated; 
•ody  8dly,  after  baviog  answered  theae  pnrposes, 
if  there  shall  ramahi «  siirplwi  at  their  diapasaL 
10  the  foffchaaiof  eiieh  puts  ef  the  public  fsadM 
dehtas  ahaU  ainpear  to  them  lo  he  aiost  for  the 
adramage  of  the  United  fitatea,  in  the  manner 
freaorihed  by  law,  and  ai  ftrwe  Mt  eiflcediog 
ihe  par  value. 

d.  Prqpofituwi  nltUimg  io  iAe  Natitmal  ctrmbaing 

medium* 

The  delicacy  of  this  sohjeet  is  only  equalled  by 
iu  imporianoe.,  In  presenting  it,  therefore,  to  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  there  is  eeeasioa  for 
an  impliatt  relianee  «poo  the  l^ibtiye  indul 
ganea. 

By  the  Consiatiieiflii  <tf  the  United  Stales,  Qaa* 


grass  is  e3q[>ressly  vested  with  the  power  to  coin 
money^  to  regulate  the  value  of  the  domestic  and 
foreign  coins  in  circulation,  and,  as  a  necessuj 
implication  from  positive  provisions,  to  emit  him 
of  credit ;  while  it  is  declared  by  the  same  instro- 
mettt,  that  ^ao  Stale  shall  eoiii  moMy.  or  aaalt 
biUs  of  aredit.^  Under  (hia  GeastttatUMl  aa- 
thoritjr  the  money  of  the  United  States  has  been 
eauablished,  by  Uv,  eonsistiag  of  ooias  made  with 
gold,  silver,  or  ^o^ftr.  All  weiga  matA  and  sH- 
ver  eoiAs^  at  «peeiied  rates,  were  ^eed,  in  the 
first  instance,  upon  the  same  footing  with  the 
coins  of  the  United  States,  but  they  ceased  (with 
the  exception  of  Spanish  milled  dcllars,  and  parts 
of  sneh  doUara)  to  be  a  tagal  tender  for  the  pav- 
metttofdebu  and  demands  in  the  year  1809L 

The  Coaatiiationai  antharltf  to  comr  htUs  «f 
credit  has  also  been  aBerdaed  in  a  qnnlified  aa^ 
limited  DMBner.  DanagtheexlaicnoenftheBaak 
of  the  .United  Slates  the  bills  or  natea  4if  the 
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poration  were  declared,  by  law.  to  be  receirafafe 
m  all  paymeaia  to  the  United  Scatea;  and  tht 
Trcaanrjr  notes,  which  have  heea  aitioe  issned  ibr 
the  services,  of  the  late  war,  have  been  endowed 
with  the  flime  ifaalitv.  Bnt  Congresa  has  never 
recognised,  by  law,  the  notes  nf  any  other  eorpo- 
ration ;  nor  has  it  evar  avthovized  an  issue  of  hiib 
of  credit  to  serve  aa  a  Isttal  eorrenef  .  The  ae- 
ceptance  of  the  notes  of  banhs,  which  are  not 
eaublished  by  the  Federal  aaahority,  in  paynnants 
lo  the  Umted  States,  has  been  paoperl^  left  to  the 
vigihmce  and  discretion  of.  the  Baeentiva  Defort' 
aMoi;  while  iheeircalacion  of  the  Treasnry  notc% 
employed  either  to  borrow  money,  or  to  dischuge 
debts,  depends  entirdy  (as  h  ei^t  to  d^m) 
ttfjoo  the  e^on  of  the  lenders  and  ereditons  to  re- 
eeive  them. 

The  Canatitational  and  legal  foondaciaii  of  the 
monetary  aystena  of  the  Uaifed  States  ie  thus  dis- 
tinotly  seen,  aad  the  power  of  the  Fedenl  Gov- 
emaMat  to  inatitale  aod  regolate  i%  whether  the 
eiDeidaiiag  aaediam  consist  of  coin  or^  hiUs  4d 
credit,  muat,  in  its  general  poltey,  aa  well  ae  ea 
ihe  tecma  of  its  iwrestmaot,  be  deemed  an  ezcla- 
sive  power*  it  n  Hue,  that  a  aystem^  depending 
upon  the  agency  of  the  precious  melak  will  be 
albcied  by  the  va^r^ana  eueoQistaiiaea  which  di- 
anaish  their  qaaatiiy,  or  detecianAe  their  quality. 
The  coin  of  a  Sute  sooietimes  vanishea  under  the 
iAfloenee  of  jpoUiMal  alarms  i  soaaeiioica  in  eoa- 
se%uenee  of  the  ecplqsioa  d  a^ereantUe  apeea- 
laiions,  aad  sometimes  hy  the  drajn  of  an  vnfa- 
voraUe  course  of  trade.  Bai  whenevier  the  enaer^ 
^ency  occurs  that  demands  a  ahaage  of  afsi^gi^ 
u  seems  aeeessacily  w  follow  that  the  anthority, 
which  waa  aloaa  oompeieat  ^  eeiaUish  the  na- 
tional coin,  IsaltHiie^^o^peteat  tooreaiea  national 
aohstiiaie.  ft  hae  haw^^aed,  however,  that  the 
coin  of  the  United  States  has  eeaaed  to  be  the 
circiilatiag  mcdluia  of  enehaage,  and  that  ao  sub- 
stitute has  hitherto  been  provided  by  the  natioaal 
authority.  During  the  laat  year  the  principal 
banks,  established  southand  west  of  Newfiagiand, 
aeaolfved  that  they  woold  no  longer  isaiw  eaia  in 
payineot  of  their  notes,  or  of  the  drafta  of  their 
eiwtamer^foftmpiiey  receiTCd«pondf^poHia*  In 


1641 


APPMDIX. 


Uii 


SMe  if  the  FUt^Bmom. 


aca 


t]iis  %t\  the  Ooverament  of  the  naited  Stttoi  had 
DO  partieipatioa,  and  yet  the  iiaMediate  effect  of 
the  act  was  to  sopersede  the  oolf  legal  coneacy 
of  the  aatioo.  By  this  act,  although  no  State  eaa 
ooBstitatiofially  emit  hills  c^  credit,  corfMraiiooSi 
erected  by  the  sererai  States,  have  been  eaal^led 
to  circabM  a  |Niper  medittm,  sabjeet  to  msn^  of 
the  practical  ioconToaieiices  of  the  prohibtted 
bills  of  credit. 

It  is  not  intended,  upon  this  occasion,  to  con- 
demn, generally,  the  saepensioo  of  vspecie  pay- 
menu ;  for  appearaacee  iadicirted  an  approaching 
crisis,  which  woaid,  pi^obablf)  hare  imposed  it  as 
a  measttre  of  necessity,  if  it  had  not  been  adopted 
as  a  measare  of  preeaatioo.  But  the  daaaer  which 
originally  indoced,  and  perhaps  justified,  the  con- 
duct of  the  bankSi  has  passed  away,  and  iha  con- 
tinnaace  of  tlie  suspension  of  specie  payments 
must  be  ascribed  to  a  new  seHes  of  causes.  The 
public  credit  and  levourcas  are  no  longer  impaired 
oy  the  doubts  and  agitations  exeltel  duHng  ihe 
war  by  the  practices  of  aa  enemy,  ot  by  the  in- 
roade  of  an  ilHcit  commerce;  yet  the  reeamptioa 
of  specie  payments  is  stHl  pretrented,  either  by 
the  redaced  state  of  the  national  stock  of  the  pre- 
dotts  metals,  or  by  the  apprehension  of  a  Aircher 
reduction  to  meet  the  balanees  of  foreign  irade^ 
or  by  the  redundant  issues  of  bank  paper.  The 
probable  direction  and  duration  of  these  latter 
causes  constitute,  therefore,  the  existing  subject 
fbr  consideration.  While  they  conUnue  fo  oper- 
ate, singly  or  combined,  the  authority  of  the  States 
indlridaally,  or  the  agency  of  the  Smte  institu* 
tlons,  Cannot  affi^rd  a  remedy  eornmensurate  with 
the  etil;  and  a  recurrence  to  the  national  au*- 
thority  is  indispensable  for  the  restoration  of  a 
oational  odrrenoy. 

In  the  eelecclott  of  the  meatae  lor  the  aecom* 
plishment  of  thn  important  objeot,  it  maybe  ashed, 
1st.  Whether  it  be  pmeileabw  to  renew  the  err* 
oulacion  of  the  gold  and  siiter  coins?  8d.  Whe- 
ther the  State  ranke  can  be  successfully  eniploy- 
ed  to  Atrnish  a  uniform  currency  1  3diy.  Whe- 
ther a  National  Bank  can  be  employed  more  ad- 
▼antageonsly  than  the  Slate  banks  fbr  the  same 
purpose?  And,  4thly.  Whether  the  Qofonmeoi 
can  itself  supply  and  maiataia  a  pa^r  medium 
of  exchange,  of  permanent  and  uniform'  raloe 
throughout  the  United  Staveal 

1.  As  the  United  States  do  not  poesms  mtees 
of  gold  or  siker,  the  supply  of  those  metals  meat, 
ia  a  time  of  scarcitiTi  be  derived  from  fbteig  &coaa« 
merce.  If  the  balance  of  foreign  commerce  be 
UttfiiTorable,  the  supply  will  not  he  obtained  to- 
cldentaKy,  as  in  the  case  of  the  returns  for  a  sur- 
plus of  American  exports^  bat  must  he  the  subject 
of  a  direct  purchase.  The  fmmhase  of  bullion  is, 
however,  a  common  operation  of  commerce,  ana 
depends,  like  other  op«ratione,  upon  the  induce- 
ments to  import  the  article. 

The  inducements  to  import  ballien  arise,  as  in 
other  cases,  from  its  being  cheap  abroad,  or  from 
its  being  dear  at  home.  Notwithstanding  the 
commotions  in  South  America,  as  well  as  in  Bu- 
rope,  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  quan- 
tity of  the  precious  metale-le  now  (umre  than  at 


any  former  peitod)  insufficient  for  the  demand 
throughout  the  commeieial  and  clTllixed  world. 
The  price  may  be  higher  in  some  countries  thaa 
ia  others;  and  it  may  bediffisrent  in  the  sanm 
country,  at  different  times;  but,  generally,  the 
Boropean  stock  fsi  gold  and  siWer  has  been  abnnd* 
ant,  even  durin|^  the  protracted  war  which  has 
afllicted  the  nations  of  Bnrope. 

The  puvchaaeof  bullion  in  foreign  markets  upon 
reasonable  teniu  is  then  deemed  praetieable^  nor 
canittimnortatieu  iatothe  United  States fiiilevenr- 
tually  to  be  pro&tiUe.  The  actual  price  of  gold 
and  silver  in  the  American  market  would  In  itself 
aA>rd  for  aome  time  an  amole  premium,  although 
the  U\\  in  the  price  must  or  course  be  [iroportion^ 
ace  to  the  inertase  of  the  quaatity.  But  it  is  withau 
the  scope  of  a  wise  poUcy  to  create  additional 
demands  for  coin,  and  in  that  way'  to  multij^y  the 
inducements  to  import  and  reuin  the  metals  of 
which  it  ia  compoeed*  For  inataoee^  the  exeea- 
sive  issue  of  baMc  paper  baa  usurped  the  place  of 
the  national  moneyi  and  under  sack  circum- 
stances gold  and  ailver  will  always  continue  to 
be  treatra  as  an  article  of  merchandise :  but  it  ia 
boned  that  the  issue  of  bank  paper  will  be  eoon 
reduced  to  its  just  share  in  the  circulating  medl* 
um  of  the  country,  and  consequently  that  the 
coin  of  the  United  States  will  resume  its  legiti*- 
mate  capacity  and  character.  AgaiO|  the  Treaa^ 
ury,  yielding  fVum  necessity  to  the  general  im- 
pulse, has  hitherto  consented  to  receive  bankpaper 
m  the  payment  of  duties  and  taxes ;  but  the  period 
approaches  when  it  will  probaUr  become  a  duty 
to  exact  the  payment  either  in  Tnusuiy  notes,  or 
in  ^old  and  silver  coin-— the  laarfnl  money  of  the 
United  Statei*  Again,  the  instimtions  which 
shall  be  deeaatd  proper,  in  onder  to  remove  exia^ 
log  incottveniences,  aad  to  restore  the  national 
currency,  may  be  so  organized  aa  Co  engage  the 
interest  and  enterprise  of  indivtdoala  in  provid* 
iag  the  means  to  establish  them.  And,  finally, 
such  rcffuiatioas  may  be  imposed  upon  the  export- 
ation of  gold  and  silver  as  will  serve  in  futmw  to 
fix  and  ratatB  the  quantity  required  for  damastfe 
uses* 

Bat  it  is  farther  believed  that  the  national 
stock  of  the  pracious  metals  is  not*  so  reduced  aa 
to  vender  the  operatioa  of  reinstating  their  agency 
in  the  natiooal  currency  either  diiSioulc  or  pro* 
tracted.  The  quantity  actually  possessed  by  the 
oouatrv  ^  ccusiden^le;  and  the  resuscitation  cf 
the  public  eoaftdeace  in  baak  paper,  or  ia  other 
sOMiitntm  for  coin,  seems  aioae  to  be  wantiag  to 
render  it  equal  to  the  accuatomed  eontributton 
for  a  circulating  medium.  In  other  countries,  aa 
well  as  in  the  United  States,  the  effect  of  an 
exteessive  issue  of  paper  money,  to  banish  the  pre* 
cious  metals,  has  been  seen ;  and,  under  circum* 
staaces  much  more  disadvantageous  than  the 
present^  the  eflbct  of  public  confidence  in  natioaal 
iastituuens,  to  call  the  precious  metals  le  their 
uses  ia  exchange,  has  also  been  experienced. 

Even,  however,  if  it  were  practicable,  it  has 
sometimes  been  questioned  whether  it  would  be 
politic  again  to  employ  gold  and  silver  fbr  the 
pnrpoara  of  a  natioaal  currency.    Itwaslongattd 
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QDivemlly  ^opposed  that,  to  maiotaia  a  paper 
medium  without  depreciation,  the  eertainty  of 
betog  able  to  eoD?ert  it  into  coin  was  indiapenea* 
ble ;  oor  can  the  experiment  which  has  given  rise 
to  a  contrary  doctrine  be  deemed  complete  or 
eonclusive.  But,  whatever  may  be  the  issue  of 
that  experiment  elsewhere,  a  difference  in  the 
atrncture  of  the  Go?erompnt,  in  the  physical  as 
well  as  the  political  situation  of  the  country,  and 
in  the  various  departments  of  industry,  seem  to 
deprive  it  of  any  important  influence,  as  a  prece- 
dent for  the  imitation  of  the  United  States. 

In  offerinff  these  general  remarks  to  the  con* 
aideration  of  Congress  it  is  not  intended  to  con- 
vey an  opinion  that  the  circulation  of  the  gold 
and  silver  coins  can  at  once  be  renewed.  Upem 
motives  of  public  couTenience  the  gradual  at- 
tainment of  that  object  is  alone  contemplated ; 
but  a  strong,  though  respectful,  solicitude  is  felt 
that  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Legislature 
abould  invariably  tend  to  its  attainment. 

ad.  Of  the  services  rendered  to  the  Govern- 
ment by  some  of  the  Stste  banks  during  the  late 
war,  and  of  the  liberality  by  which  some  of 
them  are  actuated  in  their  intercourse  with  the 
Treasury,  justice  requires  an  explicit  acknowl- 
edgmenu  it  is  a  fact,  however,  iacontestably 
proved,  that  those  institutions  cannot,  at  this 
time,  be  successfully  employed  to  furnish  a  uni- 
form national  currency.  The  failure  of  one  at- 
tempt to  associate  them  with  that  view  has 
already  been  stated.  Another  attempt,  by  their 
agency  in  circulating  Treasury  notes,  to  over- 
come the  inequalities  of  the  exchange,  has  only 
been  partially  successful.    And  a  plan  recently 

KDpoeed,  wiik  the  design  to  curtail  the  issues  of 
nfc  notes,  to  fix  the  public  confideaee  in  the 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  banks,  and  to 
give  to  each  bank  a  legitimate  share  in  the  cir^ 
anlation,  is  not  likely  to  receive  the  general  sanc- 
tion of  the  banks*  The  truth  is,  that  the  charter 
lestrictions  of  some  of  the  banks,  the  mutual 
relaiion  and  dependence  of  the  banks  of  the  same 
Btate,  and  even  of  the  banks  of  different  States, 
and  the  duly  which  the  directors  of  each  bank 
conceive  ihey  owe  to  their  immediate  constitu- 
ents, upon  points  of  security  or  emolument,  in- 
terpose an  insuperable  obstacle  to  any  voluntary 
arrangement,  upon  national  ooaaiderations  alone^ 
for  the  establishment  of  a  national  medium 
through  the  agency  of  the  State  banks.  It  is, 
Beveriheless,  with  the  State  banks  that  the  mea- 
anres  for  testoring  the  national  currency  of  gold 
and  silver  must  oriainate ;  for,  until  their  issues, 
of  paper  be  reduced,  their  specie  capitals  ba  re- 
instated, and  their  specie  operations  be  com- 
menced, there  will  be  neither  room,  nor  employ- 
ment, nor  fAf<Bty,  for  the  introduction  of  the  pre- 
eiouA  metals.  The  policy  and  the  interest  of  the 
State  banks  must,  tbereforej  be  engaged  in  the 
great  fiiical  work,  by  all  the  means  which  the 
Treasury  can  employ,  or  the  legislative  wisdom 
ahall  provide. 

3d.  The  esuMishment  of  a  National  Bank  is 
regarded  as  the  best,  and,  perhaps^  the  only  ade-  ; 
f  uate  resource  to  relieve  the  country  and  the  | 


Gtovernment  from  the  preeent  enafaurraBsmcnts. 
Authorized  to  issue  notes,  which  will  be  received 
in  ail  payments  to  the  United  Stales,  the  circula- 
tion of  its  issues  will  be  co-extensive  with  the 
Union,  and  there  will  exist  a  eonstaat  demaod, 
bearing  a  just  proportion  to  the  annual  amount 
of  the  duties  and  taxes  to  be  collected, independ- 
ent of  the  general  circulation  for  commereialsud 
social  purposes.    A  National  Bank  will,  ihere- 
fore,  possess  the  means  and  the  opportunity  of 
supplying  a  circulating  medium  of  equal  use  and 
value  in  every  State,  and  in  every  district  of 
every  State.    Bstablished  by  the  authority  of  the 
Qovemment  of  the  United  States^  accredited  by 
the  Government  to  the  whole  amount  of  ii»  notes 
in  circulation,  and  intrusted  as  the  depository  of 
the  Government  with  all  the  accumulations  of 
the  public  treasure,  the  National  Bank,  independ- 
ent of  its  immediate  capital,  will  enjoy  every 
recommendation  which  can  merit  and  secure  the 
confidence  of  the  public.    Or^nized  upon  jirin- 
ciples  of  responsibility,  but  of  independence^  f he 
National  Bank  will  be  retained  within  its  l^tti- 
mate  sphere  of  action,  without  just  apprehension 
from  the  misconduct  of  iu  directors,  or  iron  the 
encroachmenu  of  the  Qoveroment    Bmineat  in 
its  resources,  and  in  its  example,  the  National 
Bank  will  conciliate,  aid,  and  lead,  the  State 
banks  in  all  that  is  necessary  for  the  resioratioa 
of  credit,  public  and  private.    And  acting  upoa 
a  compound  capital,  partly  of  stock,  and  partly 
of  gold  and  silver,  ttie  National  Bank  will  be  the 
ready  instrument  to  enhance  the  value  of  the 
public  securities,  and  to  restore  the  currency  of 
the  national  coin. 

4th.  The  power  of  the  Qovemment  to  supi^y 
and  maintain  a  paper  medium  of  exchange  will 
not  be  questioned ;  but,  for  the  introduction  of 
that  medium,  there  most  be  an  adequate  motive* 
The  sole  motive  for  issoiog  Treasury  notes  has, 
hitherto,  been  to  raise  money  in  aoricipaiioo  of 
tha  revenue.  The  revenue,  however,  wiii  j^obtk* 
bly  become,  in  the  course  of  the  year  1816.  aod 
continua  afterwards,  sufficient  to  discharge  all  the 
debts,  and  to  defray  all  the  expenses  of  the  Qov- 
ernmant;  and,  consequently,  there  will  exist  no 
motive  to  issue  the  paper  of  the  Qovernmeut  aa 
an  instrument  of  credit. 

It  will  not  be  deemed  an  adequate  object  for  an 
issue  of  the  paper  of  the  Gkiverument,  merely 
that  it  may  be  exchanged  for  the  paper  of  the 
banks,  since  the  Treasury  will  be  abundantly 
supplied  with  bank  paper  by  the  collection  of  the 
revenue ;  and  the  Qovemment  cannot  be  expected 
to  render  itself  a  general  debtor,  in  order  to  be- 
come the  special  creditor  of  the  State  bank^ 

The  co-operation  of  the  Government  with  the 
National  Bank,  in  the  introduction  of  a  national 
currency,  may,  however,  be  advantageously  em- 
ployed by  issues  of  Treasury  notes,  so  long  as 
they  shall  be  required  for  the  public  service. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  state  of  the  national  cor* 
rency.  and  other  important  considerations  coa- 
neetea  with  the  operations  of  the  Treasury,  ren* 
der  it  a  duty  respectfully  to  propose- 
That  a  National  Bank  be  eatabliahed  at  the 
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city  of  Philad«lpl|iA,  haTing  power  to  erect 
branebes  elsewhere,  and  that  the  capital  of  the 
bank  (being  of  a  competent  amoant)  consist  of 
three- fourths  of  the  pablic  stock,  and  one-foarth 
of  sold  and  silver. 
All  which  is  respectfally  sobmitced. 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 
Secretary  of  the  TreoMwry. 

[The  tabular  statements  accompanying  the  re- 
port being  voluminoas,  are  necessarily  omitted.] 


PBOHIBITION  OF  THE  IMPORTATION  OF 
COARSE  COTTON  FABRICS. 

[Commanicatad  to  the  Senate,  December  13, 1816.] 

Totht  konorabU  the  Senate  and  Eomeof  Reprf' 
eentativet  of  the  Umted  Statee  qf  America  in 
Oongreee  assevMed  : 

The  petition  of  the  andersigned  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates,  concerned  in  the  manufacturing  of 
cotton  fabrics,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others 
interested  in  similar  establishments,  reapeetfoUy 
showelh:  That,  during  the  late  season  of  domestic 
pressore,arising  in  a  measure  from  the  interruption 
of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  country,  your  pe- 
titioners, together  with  numerous  others,  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  undertook,  and  after  a  con- 
siderable expenditure  of  money  and  of  labor, 
hare  at  length  partially  succeeded  in  the  erect- 
ing and  putting  into  operation  extensive  works 
employed  in  the  manufacturing  of  cotton  goods. 
That  large  sums  of  money  have  been  expended 
by  your  petitioners  and  others  upon  these  objects. 
That,  by  means  of  these  exertions,  and  of  the 
commodities  furnished  from  these  sources,  the 
pressure  of  the  late  war  upon  the  great  bodv 
of  the  community  was  considerably  alleviated. 
Tbai«  from  the  difificulties  inseparable  from  the 
eeiabiishment  of  new  branches  of  manufacture ; 
the  scarcity  of  persons  properly  qualified  to  super- 
ioteod  their  operation ;  the  enormous  compen- 
sation demanded  by  those  whose  skill  and  exne- 
lieoce  were  requisite,  and  the  high  price  of  laoor 
throughout  the  country,  your  petitioners  have 
not  as  yet  been  remunerated  for  the  heavy  ex- 
penses which  they  have  incurred,  while  the  pros- 
pect which  is  just  opening  of  a  free  and  unre- 
stricted importation  of  the  same  articles  of  foreign 
manufacture,  threaten  to  deprive  them  of  every 
expectation  of  a  reasonable  profit,  and,  at  one 
blow,  to  crush  the  establishments  themselves, 
and  to  sink  the  capital  which  has  been  investeo 
in  them. 

Vour  petitioners,  under  these  circumstances  of 
impeoding  ruin,  respectfully  entreat  the  inter- 
position of  your  honorable  bodies,  to  preserve 
them  and  the  country  from  these  disastrous  and 
fatal  results ;  and  more  particularly  is  it  the  wish 
of  your  petitioners  to  suggest  the  propriety  and 
expediency  of  efiectiog  this  desiraole  object  by 
imposing  an  absolute  or  virtual  prohibition  upon 
the  importation  of  foreign  cotton  fabrics  of  a 
eoana  t»xtare. 


Your  petitioners  will  not  at  this  moment  yen- 
ture  to  encroach  upon  the  time  of  your  honorable 
bodies  by  entering  into  a  minute  and  elaborate 
argument  to  substantiate  their  claims  to  the  atten- 
tion of  Qovernmentj  or  to  prove  the  proposed  mea- 
sure reconcilable  with  the  permanent  and  solid 
interests  of  the  community  at  large ;  but  they 
beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  submit  a  few  prominent 
facts  and  leading  arguments  bearing  upon  the 
question : 

The  establishments  for  the  manufacturing  of 
Tarious  articles  of  cotton,  which  have  already 
been  erected  in  the  United  States,  are  at  this  mo- 
ment extensive,  and  capable  of  affording  a  sup- 
ply nearly  or  quite  commensurate  with  the  de- 
mand for  domestic  consumption. 

They  have  afforded  the  means  of  employment 
to  thousands  of  poor  women  and  children,  for 
whom  the  ordinary  business  of  agriculture  sup- 
plies no  opportunities  for  earning  a  livelihood, 
educating  them  in  habits  of  honest  industry,  and 
giving  additional  encouragement  to  labor  and  to 
population. 

They  have  also  supplied  at  moderate  prices 
the  necessary  demands  of  the  country  and  the 
Government,  during  the  recent  interruption  of 
our  foreign  trade. 

They  have  assisted  the  Southern  agricnlta- 
rist  by  the  consumption  of  some  portion  of  that 
superfluous  produce  which  was  deprived  of  its 
ordinary  vent  in  the  demands  of  foreign  nations. 

The  articles  which  your  petitioners  humbly 
suggest  may  be  subjected  to  large  additional  du- 
ties, or  an  absolute  prohibition,  are  chiefly  the 
production  of  countries  lying  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Qood  Hope. 

They  are  manufactured  In  a  large  proportion 
of  cotton  of  foreign  growth,  and  thus  interfere 
with  and  discourage  a  primary  object  of  our  own 
agriculture. 

They  are  not  paid  for  with  articles  of  domestic 
production,  but  occasion  a  continual  and  wasteful 
drain  of  specie  of  the  country. 

They  are  made  of  a  very  inferior  material,  and 
are  manufactured  in  a  manner  which  make  them 
a  mere  deception  on  the  consumer.  Nearly  all 
Europe  have  legislated  against  them ;  several  of 
which  nations  have  not  a  single  spindle  in  their 
I  dominions,  but  on  the  grounds  of  their  little  real 
usefulness,  and  as  sapping  the  industry  of  the 
country  ;  and  by  thus  pronibiting  or  restricting 
their  introduction,  urge  the  people  to  seek  a  bet- 
ter substitute. 

They  pay  an  ad  valorem  duUf,  and  add  but  a 
small  amount  to  the  resources  ol  the  Treasury. 

They  afford  employment  to  but  a  few  tons  of 
our  shipping,  and  will,  in  ail  probability,  be  here- 
after introduced  in  the  ships,  or  through  the  me- 
dium of  a  rival  nation.* 

•  June  34»  1816,  arrived  at  New  Fork  the  English 
ship  Princess  Charlotte,  Tumbnll,  from  Cakotte, 
Madras,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  fifty-five  days 
fiom  St.  Helena,  with  nine  hundred  bags  of  sugar, 
indigo,  spices ,  saltpetre,  pepper,  and  nearly  six  hnn- 
dred  tons  of  piece  goods,  (selected  lor  this  maifcet.) 


1647 


APPENDIX. 


1648 


Prohibitum  0/  the  ImportoHon  qf  Cwsnt  Oslton  AMeffSi 


It  is  bf  admitting  those  goods  that  Bagland  will 
not  herself  Admit  for  home  consumptioo,  that 
we  encourage  >her  to  make  conquests  m  India,  by 
thus  making  them  raluable  to  her. 

Their  free  introduction  will  prove  the  neces- 
sary  ruin  of  our  own  establishments,  and  the 
total  loss  of  the  immense  capital  now  invested 
in  them. 

Your  petitioners  are  aware  that  the  measures 
which  they  have  respectfully  suggested  may  seem 
to  militate  a^inst  one  of  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  political  economy,  as  laid  down  by  the 
ablest  writers  on  th«  subject,  viz:  that  trade 
should,  as  far  is  practicable,  be  left  free  and  un- 
restrained ;  and  that  heavy  imposts  or  prohibitions 
upon  foreign  commodities,  with  a  view  of  en- 
couraging their  domestic  production,  are  usually 
inimical  to  the  general  interests  of  the  commun- 
ity, and  productive  of  injurious  results.  Your 
petitioners,  without  impugning  the  soundness  of 
this  doctrine  in  theory,  would  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  it  is  an  abstract  speculation,  requiring, 
when  reduced  to  practice,  numerous  and  import- 
ant exceptions  from  its  literal  import,  and  always 
dependent  upon  two  bases  essential  to  its  accuracy, 
and  which,  irom  the  operation  of  human  passions, 
can  rarely  oe  calculated  upon.  First,  that  the  rule 
is  universally  adopted  and  acted  upon  as  a  princi- 

ge  of  poliejr,  regulating  the  practice  of  all  thoee 
reign  nations  with  wnom  we  have  commercial 
dealings.  Secondly,  that  the  freedom  of  com- 
merce shall  never  be  interrupted  by  a  recurrence  to 
hostilities,  or  embarrassed  by  the  watchful  jealousy 
of  foreign  rivals.  Unless  these  circumstances 
fortunately  concur,  it  will  not  onfrequently  hap- 
pen that  the  strict  adherence  to  the  letter  of  the 
rule  will  operate  as  a  manifest  violation  of  the 
principle  upon  which  it  is  founded,  and  which  it 
18  designed  to  express. 

When  the  jealousy,  the  policy,  or  the  ignorance, 
of  other  nations  have  occasioned  the  adoption  of 
special  exceptions  among  themselves,  the  equal 
regard  to  every  branch  of  industry  which  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  doctrine  to  preserve  unim- 
paired, as  well  as  a  wise  regard  to  our  own  inter- 
ests, will  frequently  require  that  these  partial  and 
iftjurious  aberrations  ahould  be  met  and  counter- 
acted by  corresponding  deviations  on  our  part 
from  its  original  strictness.  If,  in  order  to  obtain 
or  preserve  a  permanent  monopoly  of  certain 
branches  of  trade,  one  nation  vexes  and  harasses 
every  rival  that  can  interfere  with  this  favorite 
object  of  policy,  the  ordinary  dictates  of  prudence 


fiSx  hundred  tons,  at  the  large  allowance  of  four 
ounces  to  the  yard,  wHl  make  abont  five  million  of 
yards;  at  an  average  sale  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
yard,  is  $1,300,000 ;  thos  one  single  shipi  and  she  a 
fi»Mign  ship,  draws  from  the  stock  of  indttstry  of  Uie 
United  States  $1,200,000  that  might  have  remained 
with  the  common  stock  of  industry  of  the  conatiy ,  and 
litenOly  put  ont  at  qompound  interest  for  the  benefit 
of  the  country  generaMy :  whereas  it  will  now  be  drMra 
from  us  never  s^n  to  appear,  and  our  own  poor 
women  and  children,  not  capable  otherwise  of  earoing 
tbev  livuig,  thrown  back  upon  the  comnttnity  for 


would  require  that  these  attempta  ahoold  he  re- 
sisted, and  their  ioiurious  eoaaequeBces  10  our^ 
selves  be  averted.    It  is  an  undisputed  fmtu  th^ 
every  nation  with  whom  the  United  Stales  have 
or  can  expect  to  have  comihereial  ialeieoarae 
have  studiously  sought  by  artificial  mcana  to  ae« 
cure  some  peculiar  advantage,  or  to  guard  against 
some  apprehended  evil,  by  occasionally  favoring' 
certain  branches  of  commerce  and  certain  arHeks 
of  manufacture.    Recently  there  has  appeared 
no  disposition  among  them  to  adopt  more  liberal 
principles  of  policy.    The  Prince  of  Orange,  the 
intimate  ailv  of  England,  without  a  spindle  in  his 
domintfMis^  ha%  since  the  peace  in  Burope^  prolkih- 
ited  the  importation  of  cotton  rwistnnd  the  coarser 
cotton  goods ;  all  cotton  goods  that  shall  not  have 
cost  thirty  cents  per  square  yard^  and  all  cotton 
colored  goods  that  shall  not  have  cost  thirty-six 
centa  per  squife  yard.    Prance  has,  more  than 
six  years  since,  preMbited  all  catttonjfare  and  all 
cotton  goods  from  beyond  the  Cape  et  Gk>od  Ho^, 
England  does  not  adimit  an  article  for  home  ose 
that  has  the  appearance  of  being  manoftetured, 
but  gives  a  bounty  to  the  exporter  ol  her  own 
manufactured  cottons.    Whether  their  example 
TOAj  be  adduced  as  a  proof  that  the  results  of  ex* 
perience  sometimes  militate  against  the  dedae* 
tions  of  speculative  theory,  or  whether  the  United 
States  are  not  required,  bjr  n  wise  attention  to 
their  own  interests,  to  provide  against  the  ineon- 
veniences  to  whicK  they  have  thus  been  snbjetted 
by  the  policy  of  other  nations,  your  petitioaers 
would  humbly  submit  to  the  consideration  of 
your  honorable  bodies. 

The  frequent  interruptions  to  which  even  the 
freest  comfmeree  is  exposed  opens  a  still  more 
fruitful  source  of  ar^ment  in  favor  of  your  peti- 
tioners. While  nations  are  subjected  to  have 
their  foreign  trade  embarrassed  or  impeded  in  its 
operations  by  the  hostile  aggressions  m  those  over 
whose  measures  they  have  no  control,  it  would 
deserve  another  name  than  philosophical  wis- 
dom to  permit  aa  adherence  to  a  technical  role 
of  theoretical  polities  to  interfere  with,  or  prevent 
a  watchful  attention  to  their  own  vital  interesla. 
The  evident  tendency  of  an  unrestrained  trade  is 
to  create  a  mutual  and  equal  dependeocy  among 
nations,  and  to  preserve  among  them  the  reUtioas 
of  pjsace  by  withdrawing  f^om  all  every  induee- 
meat  to  war.  Se  far  as  one  country  receives  the 
superfluous  productions  which  minister  to  its  ar- 
tincial  wants  or  luxurious  habits  from  another,  this 
effect  will  be  produced,  and  the  dependeaee  that  i% 
created  must  be  reciprocal.  But  when  we  telf 
upon  a  foreign  market  for  commodities  of  univer- 
sal and  necessary  consumption^  we  receive  only 
the  superfluous  prodaetions  which  they  can  spare, 
and  subject  ouraalvee  to  aa  absolute  dependence 
upon  their  caprices  or  paasioos,  in  wiiieh  we  may 
be  comfpeiled  to  submit  to  indignity  and  oppres- 
sion, or  to  draw  upon  ourselves  the  most  grievoos 
sufferings,  and^  perhaps,  utter  ruin,  by  resisting 
their  ungenerous  and  galling  outrages.  Bvery 
nation,  therefore^  whoee  government  has  been 
administered  with  si^acitjr  and  wisdom,  and 
whose  natural  resources  did  not  interpnee  latur- 
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movauble  bftiriers  to  the  attempt,  has  labored, 
onremittiaffly,  to  place  those  objects  opoo  which 
tiiey  depended  for  sofasistenoe  or  defence  beyond 
the  reach  of  accident  or  war,  by  encouraging  their 
domestic  production  at  every  expense,  and  at 
erery  saorifice.  ^ 

Yoor  petitioners  woald  respectfully  submit 
that  the  domestic  manufacture  of  cotton  goods 
eomce  within  this  last  mentioned  exception  in  two 
ways.  The  coUiration  of  this  article,  as  a  pro- 
dvet  of  agriculture,  is  an  object  of  primary  im- 
portance to  a  large  and  wealthy  section  of  the 
comtry;  and  the  consumption  of  the  coarser 
cotton  fabrics  extends  so  equatlr  and  ualTersaliy, 
as  to  include  every  family  within  the  territories 
of  the  United  States.  Unless  the  domestic  man- 
ufacturing establishments  can  afford  a  partial 
Tient  for  the  productions  of  the  Southern  axricul- 
nnrist,  and  afford  an  adequate  suppl^^  for  tne  ex- 
tmsire  demands  of  a  population  or  eu[ht  millions 
of  people,  any  sudden  interruption  or  our  foreign 
commerce  must  be  productive  of  the  most  disas- 
Crous  consequences  to  all  the  growers  and  all  the 
consumers  of  the  article  in  question  ;  and  should 
this  interruption  prove  permanent,  or  ereu  be 
protracted  to  a  penod  not  exceeding  the  ordinary 
continuance  of  modern  wars,  may  eventuate  in 
die  utter  ruin  of  many,  and  the  extreme  distress 
of  all.  The  growers  of  cotton  must  lose,  or 
change  their  crops;  the  consumers  must  pay 
enormoua  prioes  for  artteles  of  daily  and  uni- 
versal use,  or  have  recourse  to  those  wretched 
expedients,  the  use  of  which  is  ever  generated  by 
neeeflsity. 

Nor  will  these  evils  be  pret<ettted,  oif  even  in 
any  considerable  degree  alleviated,  by  domestic 
eetaUishmeats  in  a  season  of  calamity,  created 
fyi  the  emergencjr,  and  perishing;  with  the  eir- 
cumeianoes,  which  gaye  them  birth.  Manufac^ 
tones  arc  ereoicd  at  an  enormous  expense  of 
capital ;  and  time,  industry,  and  experience  arc 
required  for  their  effectual  operation.  The  ephe> 
meral  attempts  to  which  a  scTere  pressure  would 
give  rise  must  be  of  uncertain  duration;  and 
monstrous  as  well  as  immediate  proits  will  be 
wrung  from  the  distress  of  others,  to  afford  some 
remuncfation  for  the  risk  that  has  been  incurred. 
Articles  of  necessary  consumption  will  be  sub- 
jected to  the  most  enormotts  variations  in  th^r 
price,  and  extravagant  and  casual  profits  will 
take  the  place  of  the  moderate  and  reasonable 
returns  of  a  aefe  and  certain  trade. 

Your  petitioners  would  respectfully  submit  that 
the  injurious  ceasequences  which  they  have  thus 
briefly  sketched^  can  be  eftctnally  provided 
againstj  only  by  a  liberal  encoui^agemeni  of  the 
domestic  manu^Mtures,  by  an  absolute  or  virtual 
prohibitioa,  during  a  period  of  peace,  of  foreign 
commodities  of  the  same  description ;  and  they 
would  beg  leave  further  to  suggest  that  the  pre- 
sent season  aflbrds  a  happy  opportunity  for  the 
interposition  of  Congress  to  prevent  these  evils, 
and  to  protect  those  whose  inaivtdual  and  unas<- 
sisted  exertions  have  hitherto  tended  tc  avert  or 
alleviate  them. 

It  cannot  have  eaeaped  the  etteiltion  of  your 


honorable  bodies  that  it  would  be  the  obvious  in- 
terest of  the  European  nations,  and  consistent 
with  those  maxims  of  policy  by  which  their  mea- 
sQres  have  ever  been  guided,  and  to  which  they 
are  at  this  moment  ffiving  additional  efficacy,  to 
crush  the  infant,  and  as  yet  immature,  esuiblish- 
ments  in  this  country,  which  threaten  at  no  dis- 
tant period  of  time  to  interfere  with  their  own 
profits,  and  to  place  us  above  a  dependence  which 
It  has  ever  been  their  anxious  wish  to  extend  and 
strengthen.  By  pouring  in  upon  us,  during  the 
present  year,  a  flood  of  foods,  at  reduced  prices, 
this  result  would  in  all  probability,  be  accom- 
plished, and  there  is  too  much  reason  to  appre- 
nend  tnat  their  respective  Gbvernments  would 
shrink  from  no  pecuniary  assistance  to  further 
the  mercenary  views  of  individual  cupidity.  If 
these  rivals  be  once  crtished  to  the  earth,  eren  by 
a  large  temporary  sacrifice,  it  wilt  be  in  their 
power  effectually  to  prevent  their  second  growth, 
and  thus  to  hold  a  complete  control  over  our  con- 
sumers and  our  planters,by  refolatina:,  according 
to  their  own  discretion,  the  price  of  the  raw  pro- 
duction and  the  manufactured  commodity  in  oar 
markets,  and  thus  to  perpetuate  a  dependence 
which  their  monopolixing  predilections  are  but 
too  prone  to  aouse  to  our  detriment. 

Your  petitioners  would  further  respectfully 
submit  to  the  consideration  of  your  honorable 
bodies,  that,  at  this  period  of  general  pacification 
throughout  Europe,  every  nation  will  become  the 
carrier  of  its  own  articles  of  prodoctioii  and  con- 
sumption ;  thai  a  large  portion  of  our  accustomed 
commerce  must  necessarily  perish,  and  the  means 
of  discharaing  the  enormous  balance  in  fkif6t 
of  England  will  soon  be  exhausted  by  a  total  drain 
of  our  soecie  from  the  country,  already  at  a  pre- 
mium or  fifteen  per  cent.  Under  these  circum- 
stances the  encouragement  of  the  domestic  manu- 
factureeof  the  coarser  goods  would  tend  much  to 
prevent  the  embarrassments  likely  to  ensue  from 
this  aspect  of  affair,  and  to  relieve  the  country 
from  these  threatening  evils. 

The  manufactnring  establishments  in  this  coun- 
try have  now  attained  a  degree  of  importance,  and 
embrace  so  great  a  variety  of  interests,  as  to  en- 
title them  to  some  portion  of  the  liberal  patronage 
of  Qoverament.  Commerce,  agriculture,  and 
manufaettttes,  bare  become  intimately  connected, 
and,  if  duly  and  proportionably  encouraged,  will 
mutually  assist  and  support  each  other.  The 
natural  advantages  of  the  country  have  opened  to 
its  citixens  a  broad  and  even  road  to  prcsperity 
and  greatness.  To  harmonize  the  various  inter- 
ests cf  the  nphole,atad  t»eompleie  tiM  great  efrcie' 
of  national  grandeur,  maattikctoriesare  esseniially 
necessary.  The  advantageous  sites  for  the  erac* 
tion  of  suitable  works  which  every  district  sup- 
plies, render  it  emphatically  an  object  of  national 
importance ;  bv  the  purity  of  manners,  and  the 
intelligence  wnich  eminently  characterize  ottr 
citixens :  the  wholesome  jealousy  with  which  all 
monopolizing  institutions  are  regarded,  and  the 
salutary  superintendence  of  a  vigilant  and  impar- 
tial administration  of  the  laws,  oromise  to  secure 
US  for  ages  against  those  evils  or  which  politicians 
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and  morftllsts  hare  coosidered  them  to  be  pro- 
dactive. 

Your  petitioners  woald  beg  leave  to  call  the 
atteotioD  of  your  honorable  bodies  to  some  of 
those  interests  which  would  be  protected  by  the 
mea^are  proposed,  and  (o  someof  the  consequences 
of  which  it  would  be  productive. 

The  growers  of  cotton  would  be  presented  with 
a  convenient  market  for  a  large  (wrtion  of  their 
produce,  not  subject  to  the  fluctuations  of  iM>litical 
events,  nor  controlled  by  the  cupidity  ot  foreign 
traders,  certain  in  its  demand,  and  enlarging  with 
the  increasing  consumption  and  abilities  of  the 
country. 

The  consumers  would  be  assured  of  a  never- 
failing  supply  of  well- wrought  fabrics,  daily  im- 
proving in  quality  and  diminishing  in  price,  and 
unaffected  by  the  interference,  the  jealousy,  or 
the  hostility  of  foreign  nations. 

The  country  would  preserve  the  whole  amount 
of  capital  already  invested  in  these  establishments, 
be  no  longer  subjected  to  the  uncertainties  of  for- 
eign trade  for  an  important  article  of  necessary 
comsumption,  enlarge  and  increase  the  objects  of 
industrjf,  affording  new  encouragements  to  her 
population  and  emigration  to  our  country  of  for- 
eign artists,  and  relieye  herself  from  the  luressure 
ofa  serious  balance  against  her  in  her  foreign 
trade. 

To  the  Qovernment  would  be  secured  the 
means  of  clothing  its  troops  under  every  emerg- 
ency, and  a  new,  certain,  productive,  and  increas- 
ing source  of  revenue  during  a  seasoa  of  war. 

The  internal  and  coasting  trade,  and  the  com- 
munication between  the  different  and  remote  sec- 
tions of  the  country  would  be  substituted  for  an 
inconsiderable  and  injurious  branch  of  foreign 
commerce,  harmonizing  their  conflicting  and 
jarring  interests,  and  strengthening  the  bonds  of 
mutual  depeodance. 

These  considerations  your  petitioners  would 
beg  leave  to  press  upon  the  serious  atteption  of 
your  honorable  bodies  in  support  of  the  measure 
they  have  ptoposed,  relying  implicitly  upon  the 
patriotism  and  wisdom  of  Congress  for  the  adop- 
tion of  some  means  of  relief  and  encouragement. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will 
ever  pray,  dbc. 

JOHN  R.  WATROUS,  and  iUher9. 


PROTECTION  TO  MANUFACTURERS. 

[CommuBicated  to  the  Benate,  Docsmber  88, 1616.] 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  ofJRepre- 
eeatativee  of  the  United  States  cf  America  in 
Congrese  anembled : 

The  petition  of  the  undersigned  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  bein^  a  committee  appointed  by, 
and  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  cotton  manu- 
facturers residing  in  Providence  and  its  vicinity, 
respectfully  showeth:  That,  in  consequence  ot 
the  interruption  of  commerce,  and  relying  on  the 
favorable  disposition  uniformly  manifested  by 


the  Government  of  the  Uaiced  Slates  lowarda 
domestic  manufactures,  your  netitioaera  liave,  at 
a  great  expense  of  money  and  labor^  ereeicd  and 
put  into  operation  extensive  works  (or  maooAc- 
turiiig[  cotton  goods.    Most  of  the  establishments 
for  this  object  have  been  completed  within  a  few 
years,  and,  owing  to  the  numerous  and  anavoid- 
able  difficulties  always  attendant  on  the  iairodae- 
tion  of  new  branches  of  business,  and  the  embar- 
rassments arising  from  the  situation  of  the  foieiga 
relations  of  the  country,  the  proprietors  have, 
hitherto,  been  prevented  from  reaping  the  ren- 
sonable  profits  which  they  calculated  to  obuiin. 
During  tne  continuance  of  the  late  war,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  ordinary  expenses  and  difficulties  of 
prosecuting  the  business,  they  had  also  to  strug- 
gle against  the  enormous  advances  in  the  priee 
of  almost  every  article  they  used,  leather  with 
the  trouble,  cost,  and  delay,  which  accrued  from 
the  necessity  of  transporting  by  land  the  raw 
material,  and  every  other  commodity  required  for 
the  supply  of  the  manufactories^  and  for  the  sup- 
port and  maintenance  of  the  people  emp/oyed 
therein.    The  same  burdensome  expense  and  dis- 
advantage were  also  experienced  u  conveyin|f 
the  goods,  when  finished,  to  distant  markeu  for 
sale.    But  while  jrour  petitioners  have  had  to 
lament  that  the  circumstances  of  the  times  did 
not  permit  them  to  realize  the  profiu  which  they 
had  a  right  to  expect,  they  had  the  satUfacuon  to 
perceive  that  the  nation  was  deriving  great  and 
important  benefits  from  their  labors,  reeeivin^ 
from  the  skill  and  industry  of  our  own  citizens^ 
vast  supplies  of  useful  and  necessary  commodi- 
ties, at  moderate  prices,  calculated  fur  universal 
consumption,  and  at  a  period  when  they  could 
not  be  obtained  from  abroad;  and  that  employ- 
ment and  the  means  of  earning  a  eomfprcable 
livelihood  were  at  the  same  time  extended  to 
thousands  of  poor  people,  dependent  on  their  Jnbor 
alone  for  support,  and  who  most  otherwise  have 
been  reduced  to  a  state  of  misery  and  wane. 

The  event  has  also  fully  proved,  in  the  opioioa 
of  your  petitioners,  ibat,  by  due  encouragement 
on  the  part  of  Qovernmeni  to  domestic  manufac- 
tures, there  may  be  iasured  to  the  country,  froia 
this  source  alone,  an  abundant  and  regular  sop- 
ply  of  the  most  essential  and  important  kmds  of 
cotton  goods,  at  fair  prices,  and  independent  of 
foreign  nations. 

Your  petitioners  would  now  respectfully  rep- 
resent that,  in  addition  to  the  accumulated  em- 
barrassments and  losses  under  which  they  have 
labored,  the  pressure  of  which  has  been  so  great, 
during  the  last  year,  as  to  induce  msny  of  the 
manufacturers  to  contract  their  business,  and 
some  to  suspend  it  entirely,  the  free  and  unre- 
stricted admission  at  present  allowed  into  the 
United  States,  of  cotton  fabrics  of  foreign  pro- 
duction, not  only  extinguishes  the  hope  ot  a  rea- 
sonable profit  in  future  from  the  manufacture  of 
similar  goods  at  home,  but  threatens  the  speedy 
destruction  of  the  establishments  already  eiected 
for  that  purpose,  and  the  loss  of  the  iauneoje 
I  cspital  invested  in  them.  They^  therefore,  etra- 
estly  entreat  the  interposition  or  your  honorabla 
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body,  to  preserfe  them  from  impeftdiog  roin. 
They  are  the  more  encouraged  in  this  applica- 
tioo,  as  they  cooeei?e  the  time  propitioas  lor 
GtoTeroment  to  extead  its  fostering  care  to  the 
manufaetuies  of  the  coon  try,  and  are  con?  inced 
that  the  request  accords  with  ihe  ^[enerai  feelings 
and  wishes  of  the  people,  and  with  the  best  in- 
terests of*  the  nation. 

As  an  eligible  mode  of  effecting  the  object  in 
Tiew,  yonr  petitioners  would  respectfully  submit 
to  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  expediency 
of  prohibiting,  by  law,  the  importation  of  all  cot- 
ton goods,  (nankeens  excepted.)  the  production 
of  countries  beyond  the  Cape  ot  Qood  Hope,  and 
of  augmenting  the  duty  on  those  of  a  coarse  tex- 
ture imported  from  other  parts  of  the  wojtd. 

It  is  weU  known  that  the  cotton  fabrics  of  India 
are  made  from  ittj  inferior  stock,  and  that  they 
are  so  badly  manufactured  as  to  be  of  little  in- 
trinsic yalue,  compared  with  the  substantial  and 
datable  manufactures  of  our  own  country ;  and 
it  is  believed  that  almost  erery  nation  of  Europe 
has  found  it  expedient  to  discourage  their  use,  by 
subjecting  them  to  very  heavy  duties,,  or  hare 
prohibited  their  importation  entirely ;  and  it  is 
deserving  of  particular  observation  that  their  con- 
aomption  is  interdicted  in  Bnglaiid,  although 
tbey  are  the  production  of  her  own  colonies.  It 
is  also  a  weighty  consideration  that,  being  made 
wholly  of  a  material  of  foreign  growth,  so  far  as 
their  introduction  is  permitted,  they  operate  to 
deprive  our  own  citizens,  engaged  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  cotton,  of  their  best  and  surest  market, 
and  thus  injuriously  affect  one  of  our  most  im- 
portant branches  of  agriculture. 

In  order  to  show  the  extent  and  importance  of 
the  cotton  manufacture  in  the  United  States, 
your  petitioners  beg  leare  respectfully  to  state 
that  it  has  been  satisfactorily  ascertained  that  in 
the  small  district  alone  comprised  witbin  a  circle 
of  thirty  miles  from  Providence,  there  are  not 
less  than  one  hundred  and  forty  manufactories, 
containing,  in  actual  operation,  more  than  130,000 
spindles,  and  capable  of  holding  a  much  larger 
number,  few  of  them  having  yet  received  their 
full  complement  of  machinery.  The  quantity  of 
cotton  which,  in  their  present  state,  they  spin  in 
a  year,  may  be  computed  at  29,000  bales,  which, 
when  manufactured  into  cloth  of  the  descriptions 
commonly  made,  will  produce  27,840,000  yards, 
the  weaving  of  which,  at  the  average  price  of 
eight  cenu,  amounts  to  92,227,200,  and  the  total 
Talue  of  the  cloth  will  exceed  $0,000,000.  To 
complete  the  manufacture  from  the  raw  material 
until  the  goods  are  fit  for  market,  it  is  estim^tea 
would  anord  steady  and  constant  employment  to 
26,000  persons.  But  the  benefits  resulting  from 
this  vast  amount  of  labor  are  much  more  exten- 
sively diffused  than  if  the  whole  were  done  by 
people  constantly  engaged  in  the  business,  a  con- 
aiderable  portion  of  it  being  performed  by  those 
who  are  partially  occupied  in  other  pursuits,  par- 
ticularly the  weaving,  which  is  almost  wholly 
executed  at  the  farm-houses  throughout  the  coun- 
try, few  of  which  are  to  be  found  not  supplied 
with  looms. 


In  this  estimate  are  not  intended  to  be  included 
the  numerous  classes  of  persons  engaged  in  occu- 
pations indirectly  connected  with  and  dependent 
upon  the  manufacture,  such  as  those  employed 
in  furnishing  the  various  kinds  of  machinery 
used  in  the  works,  in  supplying  the  people  with 
provisionsand  other  necessaries  and  conveniences, 
in  transporting  goods  to  and  from  the  manohic- 
tories,  together  frith  those  engaged  in  the  coast- 
ing trade,  in  bringing  the  raw  material  and  other 
commodities  required  for  the  use  of  the  establish* 
ments,  and  in  conveying  the  manufactures  to 
market. 

From  this  cursory  view  of  the  subject  a  faint 
representation  is  exhibited  how  intimately  the 
cotton  manufacture,  although  b^t  in  its  infaocy, 
is  united  and  blended  with  almost  every  other 
occupation  ;  thus  creating  an  interest,  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  in  all  classes  for  its  maintenance 
and  success, and  inyolving  in  its  destruction  very 
disastrous  consequences  to  the  whole  body  of  the 
community. 

Your  petitioners  know  of  no  description  of  per- 
sons who  are  not,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
benefited  by  this  branch  of  manufacture,  except  a 
few  capitalists  engaged  in  the  trade  to  India,  a 
commerce  affording  employment  .for  compara- 
tively but  few  of  our  ships  and  mariners,  far  less, 
it  is  humbly  conceived,  than  would  be  necessary 
to  carry  on  the  coasting  trade  arising  from  the 
manufacture  at  home  of  the  same  quantity  of 
goods  imported  from  thence.  Nor  does  it  afford 
a  market  for  a  single  article  of  our  own  produc- 
tion, but  operates  as  a  continual  and  destructive 
drain  of  the  specie  of  the  country,  the  scarcity  of 
which  is  at  this  moment  most  severely  felt.  It 
may  be  also  worthy  of  remark  that  the  augmen- 
tation of  the  revenue  arising  from  the  increased 
consumption  of  indigo  and  other  articles  used  in 
dying,  and  the  various  commodities  and  mate- 
rials required  in  the  erection  of  the  works,  and 
in  the  different  processes  of  the  manufacture, 
many  of  which  are  subjected  to  heavy  duties, 
would,  it  is  humbly  believed,  nearly,  if  not  en- 
tirely, remunerate  the  Treasury  for  the  loss  occa- 
sioned by  the  interdiction  proposed. 

Your  petitioners  are  aware  that  it  has  been  a 
favorite  maxim  with  some,  that  commerce  should 
be  left  free  and  unrestrained;  and,  while  they  are 
far  from  being  disposed  to  controvert  its  correct- 
ness as  a  general  rule,  subject,  like  all  others,  ac- 
cording to  circumstances,  tu  particular  except iona 
and  modifications,  they  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
suggest  that  they  believe  it  far  safer,  and  more 
agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  political  wisdom,  to 
follow  in  the  beaten  tract  of  successful  experi- 
ence, rather  than  to  purue  a  course  of  policy  not 
sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  any  other  commer- 
cial or  manufacturing  people,  and  restinff  solely 
on  opinion  and  theory  for  its  support.  All  those 
nations  which  have  carried  commerce  and  manu- 
factures to  the  greatest  extent,  have  judged  it  ex- 
pedient to  protect  their  citizens  against  foreign 
competition.  No  Government  has  been  more 
vigilant  and  rigid  in  this  particular  than, that  of 
Bngland-r-a  policy  which  it  has  steadily  pursued 
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fbr  ages^  and  which  b«s  been  crowned  with  vn- 
exampled  success.  While  the  same  principles 
contioae  to  be  persevered  in  by  other  nations,  a 
cootrtry  practice  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
would  subject  us  to  a  species  of  colonial  depend- 
ence, rendering  us  at  once  the  Tictim  of  our  own 
liberality  and  a  prey  to  foreign  capidity  and 
caprice. 

Your  petitioners  would  endeavor  to  avoid  en- 
croaching upon  the  time  of  your  honorable  body, 
by  the  repetition  of  arguments  of  a  general  na- 
ture, which  have  been  often  urged,  and  which 
must  readily  occur  to  every  reflecting  mind;  but 
deemiuff  the  subiect  of  primary  importance  in  a 
national  point  of  view,  and  deeply  affectincr  their 
individual  interests,  they  persuade  themselves  it 
will  not  be  considered  obtrusive,  succinctly  to 
enumerate  some  of  the  particular  abd  immediate 
advantages,  which  they  conceive  the  country 
would  derive  from  the  extension  of  the  patronage 
of  Government  to  the  manufacture  in  question. 

It  would  insure  a  constant  and  competent  sup- 
ply, at  reasonable  prices,  of  articles  wanted  for 
^oeral  and  daily  consumption,  not  liable  to  be 
interrupted  by  the  hostility  or  injustice  of  foreign 
nations. 

The  internal  and  coasting  trade,  which  has 
always  been  considered  as  the  most  advantageous 
to  a  nation,  and  worthv  of  a  high  degree  of  pubhe 
encouragement,  would  be  thereby  promoted  and 
extendpd;  and,  by  the  mutual  interchange  of 
commodities  between  the  remote  sections  of  our 
extensive  country,  would  have  a  salutary  and 
powerful  tendency  to  bind  and  link  together  the 
various  parts  in  toe  bonds  of  reciprocal  depend- 
attce  ana  friendship. 

By  a  portion  of  our  population  being  engaged 
in  minufactures  a  market  would  be  created  at 
home  for  the  productions  of  agriculture,  not  sub- 
ject to  be  destroyed  or  materially  injured  by  the 
enmity  or  jealousies  of  foreign  Governments. 
This  consideration  is  of  the  more  importance  in 
the  present  state  of  the  world,  when  a  general 
pacification  has  taken  place  between  the  nations 
of  Europe,  which  promises  to  be  of  long  dura- 
tion, and  forbids  the  expectation  that  the  prod  ac- 
tions of  the  United  States  will  continue  to  com- 
itiand  such  high  prices  abroad  as  during  the  last 
twenty  years,  while  those  nations  were  engaged 
in  the  most  destructive  and  sanguinary  wars. 

A  sure  and  regular  demand  would  be  produced 
fbr  a  considerable  portion  of  the  cotton  raised  in 
the  United  States,  continually  augmenting  with 
the  means  of  manufacturing  it,  and  the  increasing 
consumption  of  the  goods. 

It  would  enlarge  the  field  of  useful  industry 
and  enterprise,  and,  by  multiplyring  the  sources  of 
wealth  and  the  means  of  subsistence,  would  en- 
courage population  and  the  emigation  to  our 
country  of  foreign  artists  and  others,  bringing 
with  them  the  latest  improvements  in  manufac- 
tures and  the  mechanic  arts.  The  vast  capital  al- 
ready invested  in  these  establishments  would  be 
preserved,  and,  bv  its  active  and  successful  em- 
ployment, woula  continue  to  contribute  Urgely 
to  the  riches  and  prosperity  of  the  nation. 


Tour  petitioners  would  further  reapeetfuQy 
suggest  that  the  cotton  fabrics  of  India  usaally 
imported  into  the  United  States,  being'  of  a 
coarse  texture  and  cheaply  made^  their  prioi^  eost 
is  very  inconsiderable,  and  paying  only  an  ad 
vdUnrem  duty,  they  aflrord  but  a  small  iacome  to 
the  Treasury;  and  the  loss  incurred  by  ^r  car- 
elusion  mignt,  it  is  humbly  conceited,  in  a  great 
degree,  if  not  wbotiy,  be  restored,  by  increaaiag 
the  duty  on  the  coarser  kinds  of  cotton  goods  Im- 
poried  from  other  parts  of  the  world. 

They,  therefore,  pray  your  honorable  bodr  to 
take  their  case  into  your  serious  coBstdcvatioo, 
and  that  a  law  may  be  passed  probibitiBg  the 
importaiioa  of  all  eotton  goods,  (naiikeeBs  ex- 
cepted,) the  prodoctiOB  of  places  beyo&d  theCape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  laying  sOch  dnty  on  those  of 
a  coarse  teitture,  import^  from  other  countries^ 
as  shall  give  to  your  petitioners  the  necessary 
proteetion  and  relief,  and  as  Congress  in  therr 
wisdom  may  deem  expedient. 
Audi  as  in  doty  bound,  wiU  eyer  pray, 
James  Bnrrill,  jr.      Philip  Allen. 
Daniel  Lyman,         Abr>m  Wiftmaon, 
Thomas  Burgess,      Amasa  Mason, 
>  Timothy  Greeae,      Samuel  Ames, 
Seth  Wbeatoa,         John  S.  Deiier, 
George  Jackson,       Samuel  W.  Greene, 
James  Rhodes,  Jos.  T.  Piankliaf 

^^amtufee. 
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The  memorial  of  the  sugar  pfanters,  ciUzene  of 
the  State  of  Louisiaaa,  respectfully  represests  :— 
That  there  b,  perhap,  no  eullore  more  importaiit 
and  advantageous  te  the  United  States  than  that 
of  the  sbgar  cane,  the  produce  of  which,  though, 
at  first  ranked  among  the  luxuries  of  life,  mls, 
Oom  Its  universal  use,  become  an  article  of  the 
first  necessity.  Before  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana, 
vast  sums  or  money  were  lost  to  the  United  States 
in  the  purchase  of  sugar,  rum,  and  molaaae^  made 
in  the  Hast  and  West  Indies,  from  whence  alone 
those  commodities  w«re  obtained.    In  time  of  war 
supplies  from  thence  are  precarious,  and  the  eott-> 
sumer  irould  be  either  entirely  deprived  of  those 
necessary  articles,  or  could  obtain  tiiem  only  at  ex« 
travagant  rates.    It  is^  then,  obviously  the  interest 
of  the  United  States  to  encourage  the  cultivation  of 
the  cane,  and  to  secure  to  tbemseires  the  advan- 
tages which  Louisiana  offers  in  this  particular. 
Whilst  its  eititens  rejoice  in  the  means  which  na- 
ture has  placed  within  their  reach,  of  supplying  the 
wants  of  the  other  States  of  the  union,  they  have 
at  the  same  time  to  lament  that  their  ability  to 
effect  it  will  depend  on  the  fostering  aid  of  the 
General  Government. 

Beyond  all  others,  the  culture  of  tho  cant  is 
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fttund^d  with  diffiealties.  It  roquires  ■# oormoas 
capitals.  The  land«  that  produce  it  are  dear, 
larga  guifi  of  slaves,  aiul  labortBg  aoimalB  are 
vtqwM,  laamtBae  ediioee  are  to  be  ereetedj 
mmt,  aoii  •xpeDtire  uCeaaib  are  to  be  obtataed ; 
add  to  tkfom  ihe  cosily  aad  ooceasiog  labor  that 
is  repaired  ia  forming,  aad  keeping  up  the  works 
that  ftie  necessarf  to  pre?eiit  the  oTerflowiog 
of  the  mighty  stream  that  borders  those  lands, 
the  Bumeroas  canals  for  draining  them,  and  with-^ 
out  which  they  would  not  be  susceptible  of  ci|l- 
tirationi  so  that  after  a. fortune  has  been  con- 
anaaetf,  aadaAen  distressing  debts  incurred,  ye^rs 
Oft  yeaia  elapse  before  the  most  fortanate  and 
aoaceesAii-feap  Ihe  rew«id  of  their  expenditures 
and  toils.  It  is  true,  in  a  propitious  season  this 
culture  ailbnls  greater  profit  tnan  an^  other,  but 
iiam«r/9li»  and  dcaadful  a^  tha  Mcidenia  tfa#t 
oAe(»  blast  the  hopes  of  the  planisr,  Tha  olimaia 
is  subiect  to  hurricanes,  the  ra?agca^  which  aal; 
only  destroys  the  crop  in  the  ground,  and  often 
the  expectation  of  the  one  ensuing  it,  but  leyels 
to  the  ground  the  buildings  which  had  been  erected 
at  such  an  immense  cost.  Thpat  wa  eviia  which 
sugar  planters  efaryarhare  experieaoe;  but  there 
ar^alMB,  wliich  are  the  peculiar soourge  of  those 
of  Louisiana*— an  earlv  frost  preTeotsihe  UMturity 
of  the  cane,  and  greatly  injures  its  yield ;  a  warm 
day,  in  the  season  of  making  sugar,  occasioning 
it  tofecinent,  spurs  the  juice,  and  destrovs  the 
tabor  of  the  year;  the  coldness  of  the  cumate, 
and  destrociiTe  attacks  of  worms,  to  which  the 
eane  is  subject,  requires  it  to  be  frequeatiy  re- 
planted, and  is  a  serious  drawback  on  tbe  planter, 
as  the  growth  of  one  acre  is  only  safl&cieat  to 
plant  four ;  the  same  cause  also  often  destroys 
the  cane  intended  for  plants,  and  blaats  his  hqpes 
of  the  ensuing  crop.  At  times  hi^  winds,  or 
the  negligence  of  an  indiTidual,  cansiiv  a  break 
in  the  dike  that  retains  the  river,  the  water  rush- 
ing down,  sweeps  buildings^  cn>p,iaad  vauoals  be- 
foreil,and  spraadingoa  all  sidy  eatries  irsasis^bia- 
Mia  wilh  it*  Siiah.  iandatioas,  by  430Mriog  the 
fields  with  a  poor,  sandy  sediment,  often  renders 
them  for  many  years  useless,  and  they  are  not 
imfia^aeai.  With  such  sertous  avils  to  eonttad 
with,  it  cannot  be  axpeaiad  that  the  planter  of 
Itooisiana  can.  without  some  encouragement  from 
the  €h>Temment,  stand  in  competition  with  those 
who  rear  the  plant  in  its  congenial  dimme;  rat 
it  is  impossible  fbr  him  lyaccesifony  to  attend  tp 
any  of  her  branch  of  agriculture.  Indigo,  cotton, 
tobacco,  and  sugar,  are  the  only  kinds  of  produce 
whjch  4j^va  is  yet  been  considered  as  suitable  to 
the  taaalfyt  About  thirty  years  ago  the  raising 
^^  i«dAgP  Ahsolfitely  umm  to  Afiard  tha  maaos 
of  anSsis^nce  to  th/e  oouivatoff  toba^^,#a4 
.afteiratards.  e(aton<;w«Gis  resi^jctad  to;  W  wtperi- 
«aaa  has  sbowa  tins  imjposnihUijKy  »i  snapdMif  i* 
competition  with  the  States  of  Virginia,  Btaiy* 
iaiidt  aad  Ktniankyi  wittlircfaod  tc»i0baaea,.fraBa 
iwsheiieeaar  sappttaaibraQasuaapiioa  astat  piaaeat 
aaaaiTcd,  and  those  4>f  Qaoi|;ia.  the  Carolinas, 
Tennessee,  and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  in  that 
of  cotton^  The  planters  of  Louisiana,  thertfbve, 
hope  that  tha  Iviaial  viowa  pf  Congress  will  in- 


done  that  honorable  body  to  come  to  their  aid. 
As  part  of  the  American  family  they  believe  it 
suffices  for  them  to  make  known  Iheir  wants  to 
the  common  parent,  to  have  every  proper  relief 
extended  to  them*  But  they  address  it  with 
more  confidence,  from  the  conviction  that  the 
interests  of  the  Union  loudly  demand  that  this 
distant  State  should  be  assisted  in  securing  to 
hersdfy  aad,  consequently}  to  the  nation,  the 
vast  advantages  which  its  climate  and  situation 
promise.  With  the  encouragement  of  Congress 
she  would  in  a  few  years  be  able  to  supply  bar 
sister  States  with  sugar,  rum,  and  molasses,  and 
will  in  return  consume  a  considerable  portion  of 
their  produce  and  mannfactures.  ^  Political  eon- 
siderations  require  also  that  this  distant  and 
frontier  State  should  be  strengthened,  and  its 
popiUatioa  aogoMnM;  kt,  than,  iha  oaly  kind 
of  agfiaubi^ra  for  which  aatare  iatended  her^ 
which  ikt  aloae  of  all  the  Stataa  is  capable  of 
pnodneiagt  luid  whicii  ia  at  the  aama  lime  so  es- 
sentially necessary  to  all,  be  fostered  and  en- 
couraged. 

We,  therefore,  humbly  entiaat  your  hononhle 
body  that  the  same  sound  policy  wJiioh  has  hilii- 
erto  invariably  excited  the  Gkneral  QoverncMot 
to  protect  the  growing  maaufitctufesof  ourcoim- 
try<and,  consequently,  made  os  in  maay^  braacbes 
completely  independent  of  foreign  nations,  may 
be  extended  to  the  cultivators  of  the  cane,  and 
that  the  duties  laid  during  the  war  on  foreign 
sugar,  ru(n,  and  molasses,  be  made  permanent  by 
law.  BERNARD  MARIONY, 

Nsw  Oau^ANB,  LotnaiANA,  1815. 


MILITART  AND  NAVAL  EZHSIf Dn'U 


[OopuamwASted  to  the  Hoqsa^  Fsbraszy  6»  18^6.] 
TaBABDav  DBaiBTMBUT,  Aft.  5, 1816. 

But  c  lujabedience  to  a  nesdutlao  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  passed  vesterd^y,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  a  leuer  rrom  the  Register  of 
iha  Tseasary,  and  the  staieaMnta  whieh^  aeeoa- 
paar  il,  via: 

(A.)  A  comparative  statement  between  the 
annual  amount  of  the  expenditure  for  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment  of  the  United  States,  as  rea- 
dered  by  the  Treasury  Department,  under  a  res- 
olution of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  20th  of  January,  1816,  and 
the  statement  thereof  furnished  under  the  zeaolni- 
tion  of  the  House,  of  the  31st  of  March,  1810. 

(B.)  A  aoo^paiMiv#  sMement  between  the 
annual  amount  of  theexpeadiUire  for  the  Navy 
of  the  United  Staiesi  («#  rei»dered  by  the  Tmea* 
jMty  De|iart«neat,  mder  a  wsoiation  of  the  Hoaaa 
of  fUfffeaeatatives  loi  Uie  United  Stales,  of  Aa 
Mib  At  Janawy,  1816^  aad  tha  ataleoMat  taeieof 
fjitaashad  under  the  reaolaiian  of  the  House,  of 
the  aiat  af  March,  18i0. 
.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc« 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  Hbnrt  Clat,  /Speaker^  fc 
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MiHtary  and  Naval  ExpenditureB. 


Tbbasitrt  Depabtment,  Reoistes's  Office,  Pebruary  5, 1816. 

Sib:  I  have  th«  . honor  to  craDsmit  papers  A  aod  B,  being  conaparatire  sUlemeott  between  the 
aoQual  amouot  of  the  ezpenditures  of  the  Miliiarir  aod  Naval  EsiablishmeDis  as  read^red  bf  tke 
Treasury  Departmenti  ooder  a  rcsolutioo  of  ihe  HoutfC  of  Represeotatirea  of  the  Uaiied  Slatea 
of  the  20ih  of  Jaoaary,  1816,  and  the  statemeDt  thereof  furnished  under  the  reaolaiioB  of  the 
House,  of  the  31st  March,  1810.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JOSEPH  N0UR8R. 

Hon.  Alezandbb  J.  Dallas,  SecnUay  of  the  TVeoavry. 


(A.) 


A  comparative  stalemeni  between  the  annual  amount  of  the  expendilureefor  tke  BBtUary  EtfaUMk- 
meni  of  the  United  States,  ae  rendered  bv  the  Treasury  DepartmenX^  under  a  reeobUiou  of  tke 

Boueeof  Bepreeentativeeofthe  United  Statee.tfthe  20th  of  January,  1816.  and  the  -^-' 

thereof  Jumi^d  under  the  retolution  of  the  House,  of  the  Ust  of  March^  1810. 


Amount  as  ex- 

Expenditures out  of  appropriations 

Amount  as  ex« 

A  repajrmeat. 

IndtanenoB- 

"VAana 

hibited  under 

for  War  Department,  in  rsUtion 

hibited  under 

ditn*. 

xears. 

resolntion    of 

to  Indian  Department,  other  than 

reeolotloB    of 

Mar.  80b  1810. 

treaties  and  trading-houses. 

Jan.  30, 1816. 

1791 

$633,804  03 

1 

$683,804  08 

1792 

1,103,038  47 

— 

1,100,703  09 

$3,336  86 

1793 

1,133,448  91 

1,180,349  08  1 

$3,194  83 

1794 

3,689,097  69 

$60,000  00 

3,609,097  69 

1796 

3,433,386  81 

68.634  33 

3,480,910  13 

1796 

1,346,337  83 

13,936  03 

1,360,363  84 

1797 

1,003,399  04 

37,103  63 

1,039,403  66 

1798 

1,939,693  39 

69,889  91 

3,009,633  30 

1799 

3,406.669  17 

61,377  81 

3,466,946  98 

■ 

1800 

3,617,409  99 

43,468  78 

3,660,878  77 

1801 

1,600,944  08 

73.000  00 

1,672.944  08 

1803 

1,179,148  36 

43,000  00 

1,331,148  35 

1803 

833.066  86 

60,000  00 

883.066  85 

1804 

876.933  93 

63,000  00 

938,933  93 

1805 

713,781  38 

66,600  00 

768,381  28 

1806 

1,334,866  38 

169,300  00 

1,383,666  38 

1807 

1,388,686  91 

100,600  00 

1,389,386  91 

1808 

3.900,834  40 

140JM)0  00 

3,041/134  40 

i 

1809 

3,346,773  17 

136,000  00 

8«476,773  17 

/ 

30,941,669  47 

$1,163,040  46  (a) 

83,089,178  73 1        $3,336  38      1      $3,194  89 

Amonnt  of  expeadiftaies  as  cnhibited  nnder  the  resolntion  of  31st  March.  1810    -       -       -  930,941,669  47 

Dedoct  the  repsymsnt  of  $3,336  38  as  above,  sad  the  snm  of  $8,194  83  as  ladisa  expen- 

30,937488  36 

To  which  expenditures  oat  of  the  appropristions  for  the  War  Department,  in  relation  to  In- 

dian Department,  other  than  the  expenditures  exhibited  for  treaties  with  the  Indians,  and 

WW 
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(o)  This  amount,  with  the  annual  snbdivirions,  was  Ibrmed  by  the  Renter,  by  estimate,  for  the  purpose  of 
exdading  the  payments  which  had  been  made  by  the  purveyors  of  public  supplies,  contrseton,  and  other  per- 
sons wbo  had  expended  puhlie  moneys  in  the  purchase  of  Indian  goods,  rations,  or  supplies,  whidi  miglit  ap- 
ply to  the  Indian  Department,  and  which  had  been  made  from  moneys  chaiqged  and  exhibited  in  the  annual 
printed  public  accounts  as  advanced  for  the  Military  EstablishmenL 

These  annual  amounts^  ascertained  from  the  best  malenals  to  whtoh  aocsss  oould  be  had,  were  dednded 
fiom  the  total  amount  of  the  annual  actual  expenditniea,  with  a  view  to  confora,  as  nearly  as  possible,  wilh 
the  reaolution  of  the  House,  of  the  31st  March,  1810,  by  excluding  the  expendituxes  on  aeoount  of  the  ladiui 
Department. 

Tmbasvbt  DairABTxaxY,  Raeisram's  On ica,  F^ruaty  6, 1816. 

JOSEPH  NOUBfiUB,  M^^kter. 


1661 


Appsen)]x 


166^ 


SlaU  ^  tk*  iXiiking  l\ntd. 


acc 


(B.) 
A  camparathe  9taiemeni  between  ike  atmml  amount  of  the  expenditure  for  the  Navy  cf  Vie  United 
Staiee,  a»  rendered  by  the  Treaeury  Department,  mder  a  reeolution  of  the  Houee  ofRepreeenta^ 
thee  of  the  United  matea,  cf  the  2&^  January.  1816,  and  the  etatement  thereof ^  fumiahed  under 
thereeiduHonof  the  ffouee^cf  the  3Ut  of  March,  ISIO. 


Amoimt  M  exhibitod  under  the 

Marine  hoepital 

Rerenne  eatter 

Total  amount  exhibited  un- 

Tflun. 

reeohition  of  90th  Jaanevj, 

expenditure. 

excluded  in  state- 

der reeolution  of  March  81, 

1816,  exdoding  expenditttre 

ment  of  the  3  let 

1810,  in  which  the  marine 

ib^  marine  hoei^. 

March,  1810. 

hospital  was  included. 

1791 

$570  00 

$570  00 

« 

179S 

58  OS 

. 

53  03 

1703 

1794 

61,408  97 

— 

$61,408  97 

1796 

410,668  03 

— 

410,568  03 

1796 

374,784  04 

— 

—  ■ 

874,784  04 

1797 

383,631  89 

— 

— 

388,681  89 

1798 

1,381,347  76 

- 

- 

1,381,347  76 

1799 

3^858,081  84 

— 

— 

8,858,081  84 

1800 

8,448,716  08 

— 

r 

3,448,716  03 

1801 

3,111434  00 

^ 

8,111,484  00 

180S 

915,561  87 

$360  00 

915,611  87 

1803 

1,315,330  63 

31,087  86 

— 

1,846,317  89 

1804 

1,189,833  76 

84,037  50 

- 

1,873,800  86 

1805 

1,597,500  00 

— 

- 

1,597,600  00 

1806 

1,649,641  44 

— 

— 

1,649,641  44 

1807 

1,733,064  47 

— 

- 

1,788,064  47 

1808 

1,884,067  80 

"^ 

— 

1384,067  80 

1809 

2.437,758  80 

— 

— 

8,487,758  80 

#23,631,337  34 

$115,364  86 

$683  08 

$83,645,970  08 

Amount  of  expenditures  as  exhibited  under  the  reecdution  of  80th  January  1816  - 
And  the  marine  hospital  expenditure 


-  $83,631387  84 
115,364  86 


From  which  deduct  expenditure  ibr  ruTenue  cutter      .       -       - 
As  above  -       -       ..,-- 

Tbxasubt  Dxfamtkxvt,  RieisTu's  Ovrici,  February  6, 1616. 


83,646,608  10 
683  08 

83,645,979  08 


JOSEPH  NOURSB, 


SINKING  FUND. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  February  7, 1816.3 

Washiii OTOH,  February  7, 1816.   . 
The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  re- 
spect full  v  report  to  Congress  as  follows : 

That  the  measures  which  ha?e  been  aathorized 
by  the  board,  subsequent  to  their  last  report  of  the 
6ih  of  February,  1815,  so  far  as  the  same  hare 
been  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  this  board,  dated 
the  6th  day  of  the  present  month,  and  in  the  state- 
ments therein  referred  to,  which  are  herewith 
transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  part  of 
this  report. 

J.  QAILL  ARD,  PreeU  Senate  pro.  tern. 

J.  MARQUALh,  Chief  Juetice  U.S. 

J.  MONROS,  See^ry  of  State. 

A.  J.  DALLAS,  Sechy  rf  Treaeury. 


TaaaauaT  DBpaBTii3iiT»  Fd>.  6, 1818^ 

Tbo  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  re- 
ports to  the  Commiamonen  of  the  Sinlting  Fund : 

That  the  balance  of  mon^s  adTanced  on  account  of 
the  public  debt,  remainmg  unexpended  at  the  end 
of  the  year  1813,  and  applicable  to  payments  falling 
due  alter  that  year,  which  balance  amounted  to 

$761,805  75 

Together  with  the  sums  disbursed  from 
the  Treasury  during  the  year  1814, 
on  account  of  the  principal  and  inter- 
est of  the  public  debt,  which  sums 
amounted  to    -        -        -    .   -        -  8,386,880  59 

Together  with  a  further  aum  ariaing 
from  profit  in  exchange  on  remittances 
from  America  to  Europe  during  the 
year  1814,  aauiuating  to  -    .   -        -        19387  61 


And  amounting  together  to 


-.  $9«167,913  95 


im 


19U 


SM»  rfikt  SKntiiv  Aw<- 


as 


Have  been  aeconiited  for  in  the  ibUowiiif  maniiar 

Thme  ww  ?«paid  into  tha  TretOTiy  donng  tfao  year 
1814,  on  acooant  of  the  piinc^  of  mon^a  haiatop 
fore  advanced  for  the  pajnent  of  the  pohltc  debt»  the 
ram  of fS86,336  66 

The  rama  aetaalij  applied  during  the 
year  1814  to  the  payment  of  the  prin- 
cipal and  itttanat  of  the  pnMio  debt» 
amounted*  to  tha  avm  of  f^M<^074 
0%  Tia: 

In  raiBib«ni«p>eiit  gf  the  prikidpal  jaf  the 
pubUc  debt         -        -  $4,28^699  34 

On  aocoont  of  the  intar- 
aat  and  chargea  on  the 
lame  -  -    4,866,881  74 


Bat  of  thia  eau  there  waa 
dii^rtproTided,  conaia^ 
i^g  of  unclaimed  diY- 
idenda  on  the  public 
diab^f  not  demanded  or 
^pfilied  for  by  the  pro- 
pniftf^yg     «       -       • 


$8,840,074  08 


68,496  78 


8,881,677  30 
$9,167^18  96 


Thfti,  during  the  year  |815,  the  following  dis- 
jbaawwitnta  were  made  #ut  of  the  Treasury  on 
•fODiioi  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
d«bt,  Tii: 

On  aooonnt  of  the  interest  $nd  reimbanement  oftiie 
funded  demeatic  debt      •  -  $6,373,847  79 

On  account  of  the  principal  and  inter- 
eat  of  the  Mistered  debt         •       -  6  49 

Otn  account  of  the  principal  and  inter- 
eat  of  temporary  loana,  viz:  reim- 
buneBteni  of  principal  $1,800,000  00 

P^yMent  of  interest  -       -   69,380  07 

— — —    1,869,330  07 

On.  aeooiMiiA  of  principal  and  interest 


ef  Tieaaury  notes  - 


On  account  of  the  intereat  on  Louiamna 
aMt  {Hyabla  la  JS«f«p9  • 


-    3,873,708  96 


734,136  11 


Amounting  together  to  the  sum  of      $13,839,989  36 


Which  dishmseineala  were  made  out  ef  the  follow- 
ivg  fwndMf  wps 
I.  Fnm  thebiiagge  of  Hm  uhsmI  ip|MpB8tM»  of 

aaghi  miUidinp  of  doAlaia  for  the  year  I614»Minaiii» 
ing  unexpended  at  the  end  of  that  year,  which  hal- 
an^  amounted,  as  statiod  in  the  laat  annual  report 
to-       -       -       .       -       .       -    $341,7itf7l7 

U.  rrogi  the  funds  constituting  the  an- 
nual appropriation  of  eight  milliona 
of  doUaii  for  the  year  1816,  tiz : 

From  the  lUnd  aiiaing  ftom  the  intas* 
est  on  the  debt  transfened  to  Ihe 
Commissioners  of  the  BinldngFund, 
aa  per  statement  I   -  $1,969,677  64 

Prom  the  fund  ariaiBg 
from  the  net  preeeeds 
of  the  salea  of  public 
lands  .     I,308y00»80 

From  proceeds  of  duties 
OB  goods,  tMrea,  and 


merchandise  import- 
ed, and  on  the  ton- 
ni^ofveMla        -fMaOilMM 


■^^ 


IIL  From  the  psaoaoda«f  the  datifMio« 

ported,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ▼essels, 
and  from  the  proceeds  of  the  direct 
tax  and  intemal  duties  in  admaeo, 
and  on  acooujal^of  the  annual  apptt^ 
priation  of  aigh^  mijli^na  of  daUan 


for  the  year  1816    - 


-    4,^8,319  18 


That  the  aforcaai4sum  of  twelre  milliona c^ht 
hundred  and  thirty-nioe  thousand  nine  hndred 
and  twenty-nine  doliKraand  thirty-fire  cema  viU 
be  accounted  for  in  the  next  annaul  report,  in 
cooforcnity  with  the  noeonnts  which  shall  hare 
been  rendered  to  this  DepartmenL 

That,  in  the  mettntioie,  the  manner  in  wftich 
the  said  sum  has  been  applied  ia  estimated  as  fol- 
lows,  viz : 
There  is  estimated  to  have  been  applied  Is  the  peyawnt 

of  the  deficiency  of  the  nroviaian  at  the  end  of  the 

year  1814,  aa  above  stscled,tiie  sum  of  68,496  78 
There  waa  paid  for  losson  «Mhange  on 

remittances  from  Ameiica  toEurope, 

during  the  year  181^  the  emu  of  -  63jN8  17 
There  is  estimated  to  hare  been  ^plied 

during  the  year  1816  to  the  reim- 

buraement  of  the  pimclpai  ef  the  pob- 

lic  debt  -        •        •  $7,094,01  V  48 
And  to  the  payment  of 

interest  on  the  same     6,606,966  08 


"**^p*^ 


And  there  is  estimated  to  have  bean  left 
.  unapplied  at  the  end  of  the  year  1816, 
a  sum  applicable  to  payments  on  ao- 
count  of  the  public  debt  dnnng  the 
year  1816,  of  - 


87,413  90 


$12,939,939  SO 


That  the  temporary  loans,  which  became  pay- 
able during  the  year  1815  werejuud,Vul  the  two 
inatalmenta  amount  ing  to  $500,000,  which  became 
payable  to  the  State  unk.  Boston,  in  the  month 
of  Uecember,  1814,  and  which  were  not  then  paid 
from  the  iDability  of  the  Treasury  to  apply  the 
moneys  within  its  control  to  that  objee^  owing 
to  the  disordwvd  state  of  the  public  carreney. 

Thai,  dorii«  ^be  year  1816y  and  on  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1816,  Traaanry  notes  ehaiged  upon 
tha  Binkiag  Fund  fell  doe  amonatiog  co  $7,747,- 
Sao.  it  waa  not  within  the  power  of  the  Tten* 
awry  to  make  proriaiou  for  the  payflMat  of  any 
part  of  these  notes,  or  of  those  which  had  faUen 
dne,  and  had  net  been  paid  in  the  preeedinff  year, 
(with  the  exception  of  inch  as  were  applted  bf 
their  hoidem  to  the  payment  of  dnties  and  taxes,; 
until  the  1st  of  July,  1815,  when  proviaioa  was 
made,  and  public  notice  thereof  giren  for  the  re- 
imbursement of  saeh  Treasury  notes  aa  had  pre- 
vious to  that  tioae  become  payable  at  Baltimore 
and  Washington .  The  same  provision  was  made 
on  the  let  of  Anguat  Ihr  thoee  previondy  payable 


IMh 
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at  Philadelphia ;  on  tha  lit  of  8eptamber  for  those 
proTtously  payable  at  0aTaDDab ;  and  on  the  days 
when  they  retpeetivelv  become  payable,  for  thoee 
reimbanable  at  all  other  places,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  New  York  and  Boston ;  at  neither  of 
whieh  places  hare  funds  yet  been  obtained  to  an 
extent  sufficient  to  meet  the  payment  of  the  Trea- 
sary  notes  reimbnrsable  at  those  two  places  re- 
speetiTely.  The  annexed  statement  marked  L, 
snows  the  time  when,  and  the  places  at  whieh, 
all  the  Treasary  notes  reimborsable  in  the  year 
1815,  and  on  the  1st  of  January,  1816,  became 
payable. 

A  statement,  marked  H,  is  annexed,  which  ez« 
hibits  the  whole  amoant  of  stock  tmnsferred  to 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and 
staadittg  to  their  credit  on  the  books  of  the  Trea« 
sory  on  the  last  day  of  December,  1816. 

All  which  is  respeetfally  submitted  by 

A.  J.  DALLAS,  Sei^ry  Ttecuury. 

[The  tabular  statements  are  omitted.] 


PROTECTION  TO  THE  MANUFACTURERS 
OF  COTTON  FABRICa 

[Commnnicated  to  the  House,  Febmsij  13»  1816.] 

Mr.  NswTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorials  and  petitions  of  the  maaufaoturers 
of  cotton  wool|  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  committee  were  conscious  that  they  had 
no  ordimry  doty  to  perform,  when  the  House  of 
Representatires  referred  to  their  consideration 
the  memorials  and  petitions  of  the  manulactorers 
of  cotton  wool.  In  obedience  to  the  instructions 
^  the  House  they  hare  given  great  attention  to 
the  sobjeot,  and  beg  leave  to  present  the  result  of 
their  deliberations. 

They  are  not  a  little  appechensive  that  they 
hftre  not  succeeded  in  doio^  justice  to  a  subject 
so  intimately  connected  wtth  the  advancement 
and  prosperity  of  agricnltuffe  and  commerce ;  a 
subject  which  enlightened  statesmen  and  philoa- 
ophers  have  deeooied  not  unworthy  of  their  a^ 
tention  and  consideration. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  committee  to 
offir  any  theoretical  opinions  of  their  own  or  of 
others;  they  are  petsuaded  that  a  display  of  spec* 
Illative  opinions  would  not  meet  with  approba- 
tion. From  these  views  the  committee  are  dis- 
posed to  state  fiicts,  and  to  make  such  observa- 
tions only  as  shall  be  intimately  connected  with, 
and  warranted  by  them. 

Prior  to  the  years  1806  and  1807,  establish- 
ments for  manufacturing  cotton  wool  had  not 
been  attempted^ut  in  a  few  instances,  and  on  a 
limited  scale.  Their  rise  and  progress  are  attrib- 
utable .to  embarrassments,  to  which  commerce 
was  subjected,  whieh  embarrassments  originated 
in  causes  not  within  the  control  of  hufman  pru- 
dence. 

While  commerce  flourished,  the  trade  which 
had  been  carried  on  with  the  continent  of  Bu- 
rope,  with  the  Bast  Indies^  and  with  the  colonies 
14th  GoK,  l8t  Sbss.— 53 


of  Spain  and  Fmnce,  enriched  our  enterprising 
merchants ;  the  benefiu  of  which  were  sensibly 
felt  by  the  agriculturists,  whose  wealth  and  in- 
dostrv  were  increased  and  extended.  When  ez- 
temal  commerce  was  suspended  the  capitalbts  , 
throughout  the  Union  became  solicitous  to  give 
activity  to  their  capital.  A  portion  of  it,  it  is 
believed,  was  directed  to  the  improvement  of  ag- 
riculture ';  and  not  an  inoonsiderable  portion  of 
it,  as  it  appears,  was  likewise  employea  in  erect- 
ing establishments  for  manufacturing  of  cotum 
wool. 

To  make  this  statement  as  satisfiutoi y  as  poe- 
sible,  to  give  it  all  the  certainty  that  it  b  suscept- 
ible of  attaining,  the  following  facu  are  respect- 
fully submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
They  show  the  rapid  progress  which  has  been 
made  in  a  few  years,  and,  evidently,  the  ability 
to  carry  them  on  with  ceruinty  of  success,  should 
a  just  and  liberal  policy  regard  tbem  as  objects 
deserving  encouragement: 

In  the  year  1800, 600  bales  of  cotton  were  man- 
ufactured in  manufacturing  establishments;  in 
1805, 1,000 ;  in  1810, 10,000 ;  and  in  1815,  90,000. 

This  statement  the  committee  have  no  reason 
to  doubt;  nor  have  they  any  to  question  the  truth 
of  the  folio  wins  succinct  statement  of  Che  capital 
which  is  employed,  of  the  labor  which  it  com- 
mands, and  of  the  products  of  that  labor : 

Gspitsl 940,000,000 

Mues  employed  from  the  sge  of  17  end 

upwards 1(^000 

Women  and  female  children  •        -        •  66,000 

Boys  undsr  17  years  of  ago   .        -        -  M|000 

Wages  of  100,000  persons,  averaging 

flOOeaeh «I5,000^060 

Cotton  wool  manuftotored,  90,060  bales, 

amoimtiiig  to    -  -      lbs.  S7>D00|000 

Number  of  j^ids  of  eotton  of  vaiieas 

kinds 81^00/N)0 

Cost psr yard,  avenging 30  cents  •       -$34»300,000 

The  rise  and  progress  of  such  establishmenta 
can  excite  no  wonder.  The  inducements  to  in- 
dustry, in  a  free  Government,  are  numerous  and 
inviting.  BlTects  are  always  in  unison  with  their 
causes.  The  inducements  consist  in  the  certainty 
and  security,  which  every  citizen  enjoys,  of  ex- 
ercising exclusive  dominion  over  the  creations  of 
his  genius,  and  the  products  of  his  labor ;  in  pro- 
curing from  his  native  soil,  at  all  times,  with 
facility,  the  raw  materials  that  are  required ;  and 
in  the  liberal  encouragement  that  will  be  accord- 
ed by  agriculturists  to  those  who,  by  their  labor, 
keep  up  a  constant  and  increasing  demand  for  the 
produce  of  agriculture. 

Bvery  State  will  participate  in  those  advan- 
tages ;  the  resources  of  each  will  be  explored, 
opened,  and  enlarged.  Different  sections  of  the 
Union  will,  according  to  their  position,  the  cli- 
mate, the  population,  the  habits  of  the  people^ 
and  the  nature  of  the  soil,  strike  into  that  line  or 
industry  which  is  best  adapted  to  their  interest 
and  the  good  of  the  whole ;  an  active  and  free 
intercourse,  promoted  and  facilitated  by  roads  and 
canals,  will  ensue ;  preiudices,  which  are  geoer- 
ated  by  diilftiiee,  and  the  want  of  indaeements  to 


1667 


APPENDIX. 


1688 


FmiteUan  to  ike  Mamtfaeiuren  tf  CaUon  Eabriet, 


approach  each  other  and  reei|)roeate  beoefiCt, 
will  be  remored ;  iDformation  will  be  extended ; 
the  Union  will  acquire  strenffth  and  solidity ; 
and  the  Coostltution  of  the  iJnited  States,  and 
,  that  of  each  State,  will  be  regarded  as  foontainL 
'  from  which  flow  nmneroas  streams  of  public  ana 
priTale  prosperity. 

Bach  GoTcrnment,  moving  in  its  appropriate 
orbit,  performing  with  ability  its  separate  fonc« 
tions,  will  be  endeared  to  the  hearts  of  a  good 
and  grateful  people. 

The  States  that  are  most  disposed  to  manufac- 
tures as  regular  occupations,  will  draw  from  the 
affricttlturu  States  all  the  raw  materials  which 
they  want,  and  not  an  inconsiderable  portion, 
also,  of  the  necessaries  of  life ;  while  the  latter 
will,  in  addition  to  the  benefits  which  they  at 
present  enjoy,  always  command,  in  peace  or  in 
war,  at  moderate  prices,  erery  species  of  man- 
ufacture that  their  wants  may  require.  Should 
they  be  inclined  to  manufacture  for  themselres, 
they  can  do  so  with  success,  because  they  have 
all  the  means  in  their  power  to  erect  and  to  ex- 
tend, at  pleasure,  manufacturing  establishments. 
Our  wants  being  supplied  by  our  own  ingenuity 
and  industry,  exportation  of  specie  to  pay  for 
foreign  manufactures  will  cease. 

The  value  of  American  produce  at  this  time 
exported  will  not  enable  the  importers  to  pay  for 
the.  foreign  manufactures  imirarted.  Whenever 
the  two  accounts  shall  be  fairly  stated,  the  bal- 
ance  against  the  United  States  will  be  found  to 
be  many  millions  of  dollars.  Such  is  the  state 
of  things  that  the  change  must  be  to  the  ad  van- 
tage  of  the  United  States.  The  precious  metals 
will  be  attracted  to  them,  the  diffusion  of  which, 
in  a  regular  and  uniform  current  through  the 
great  arteries  and  veins  of  the  body  politic,  will 
give  to  each  member  health  and  vigor. 

In  proportion  as  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  depends  on  agriculture  and  manufactures, 
as  a  common  basis,  will  it  increase^  and  become 
independent  of  those  revolutions  and  fluctua- 
tions, which  the  ambition  and  jealousy  of  for- 
eign Qovemments  are  too  apt  to  produce.  Our 
navigation  will  be  quickened,  and,  supported  as 
it  will  be  by  internal  resources  never  Wore  at 
the  command  of  any  nation,  will  advance  to  the 
extent  of  those  resources. 

New  channels  of  trade,  to  enterprise  no  less 
important  than  producti?e,  are  opening,  which 
can  be  secured  only  by  a  wise  and  prudent  policy 
appreciating  their  advantage. 

If  want  of  foresight  should  neglect  the  culti- 
vation and  improvement  of  them,  the  opportune 
moment  may  be  lost,  |>erhaps,  for  centuries,  and 
the  energies  of  this  nation  be,  thereby,  prevented 
from  developin|[  themselves,  and  from  making 
the  boon  which  is  proffered  our  own. 

By  trading  on  our  own  capital,  collisions  with 
other  nation^  if  they  be  not  entirely  done  away, 
will  be  greatly  diminished. 

This  natural  order  of  things  exhibits  the  com- 
mencement of  a  new  epoch,  which  promises 
pea.ee,  seeuriiv,  and  repose,  by  a  firm  and  steady 
xeliance  on  the  produce  of  agriculture^  on  the 


treasures  that  are  embosomed  ia  the  earth,  on  the 
genius  and  ingenuity  of  oar  manufacturers  and 
mechanics,  and  on  the  intelligeace  and  eateipfise 
of  our  merchants. 

The  Qovernment,  possessing  the  inteil^geace 
and  the  art  of  improving  the  reeoones  of  the  sa- 
tion,  will  increase  its  efficient  powers,  and,  en* 
joying  the  confidence  of  those  whom  it  haaamde 
happy,  will  oppose  to  the  assailant  of  the  aatioa's 
rights,  the  true,  the  only  invincible  segia— the 
unity  of  will  ana  strength. 

Causes  producing  war  will  be  few;  shoold  war 
take  place  its  calamitous  consequences  wiU  be 
mitigated,  and  the  expenses  and  bvrdeas  of  sack 
a  state  of  things  will  fall  with  a  weight  leas  op- 
pressive and  injurious  on  the  natioa.  The  ex- 
penditures of  the  last  war  were  greedy  iacreaaed 
by  a  dependence  on  foreign  supplies;  the  pricei 
incident  to  such  a  dependence  will  always  be 
high. 

Had  not  our  nascent  manufocturing  establish- 
ments Increased  the  quantity  of  commoditiea^  at 
that  time  in  demand,  the  expenditures  would 
have  been  much  greater,  and  conseqaenees  the 
most  fatal  and  disastrous,  alarmiiy  even  in  con- 
templation, would  have  been  the  fite  of  this  na- 
tion.   The  experience  of  the  past  teaches  a  lesson 
never  to  be  forgotten,  and  points  emphatically  to 
the  remedy.    A  wise  Gtovemment  should  heed 
its  admonitions,  or  the  independence  of  this  na- 
tion will  be  exposed  to  **  tbe  shafts  of  fortune." 

The  committee,  keeping  in  view  the  interest  of 
the  nation,  cannot  retrain  from  stating  that  cot- 
ton fabrics  imported  from  India,  interfere  not  less 
with  that  encouragement  to  which  agriculture  is 
jusUy  entided,  tlum  they  do  with  that  which 
ought  reasonably  to  be  accorded  to  the  mano£ic- 
turers  of  cotton  wool.  The  raw  material  of 
which  they  are  made  is  the  growth  of  India,  and 
of  a  quality  inferior  to  our  own. 

The  fabrics  themselves,  in  point  of  duration 
and  use.  are  likewise  inferior  to  the  substaorial 
fabrics  of  American  maanfacture,  Although  the 
India  coUon  faiwics  can  be  sold  u>r  a  lower  price 
than  the  American,  yet  the  difference  in  the  tex- 
ture is  so  much  in  tavor  of  the  American,  iUat 
the  latter  may  be  safely  considered  as  the  cheapen. 

The  distance  of  most  of  the  Westam  States 
from  the  ocean,  the  exuberant  richness  of  the  soil, 
and  the  variety  of  its  products,  foicibly  impress 
the  mind  of  the  committee  with  a  belief  that  all 
these  causes  conspire  to  encourage  manufactures;, 
and  to  give  an  impetus  and  direction  to  such  a 
disposition.  Although  the  Western  States  nia|r 
be  said  to  be  in  the  gristle,  in  contemplation  of 
that  destiny  to  which  they  are  hastening,  yet  the 
products  of  manufactures  in  those  States  are  be- 
yond every  calculation  that  could  reasoaably  be 
made;  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  many  enlight- 
ened and  virtuous  men,  who  have  suppoerd  that 
the  inducement  to  agricidtore,  and  the  superior 
advantages  of  that  life,  would  suppress  any  dis- 

Kosition  of  that  sort  of  industry.  But  theoriei^ 
ow  ingeniously  soever  they  may  be  constructed, 
how  much  soever  they  may  be  made  to  conform 
to  the  laws  of  symmetry  and  beauty,  are  nosooner 
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brought  into  eoDfliet  with  facts,  than  they  fall 
joto  roins.  Id  Tiewiog  their  fragments  the  mind 
is  irresistibly  led  to  render  the  homage  due  to  the 
genius  and  taste  of  the  arcfaiteets,  but  cannot  re- 
frain from  reff retting  the  waste,  to  no  purpose,  of 
superior  intellects.  The  Western  States  prove 
the  fallacy  of  such  theories  j  they  appear  in  their 
growth  and  expansion  to  be  in  advance  of  thought; 
while  the  political  economist  is  drawing  their 
portraits,  their  features  change  and  enlarge,  with 
such  rapidit]r,  that  his  pencil  in  vain  endeavors 
to  catch  their  expression,  and  to  fix  their  physi- 
ognomy. 

It  is  to  their  advantage  to  manufacture,  be- 
cause, by  deereasinp^  the  bulk  of  the  articles,  they 
at  the  same  time  increase  their  value  by  labor, 
bring  them  to  market  with  less  expense,  and  with 
the  certainty  of  obtaining  the  best  prices. 

Those'States  understanding  their  interest  will 
not  be  diverted  frpm  its  pursuit.  In  the  encour- 
agement of  manufactures  they  find  a  stimulus 
ibr  agriculture* 

The  manufacturers  of  cotton,  in  making  appli- 
cation to  the  National  Government  for  encour- 
agement, have  been  induced  to  do  so  for  many 
reasons.  They  know  that  their  establishments 
are  new  and  in  their  infancy,  and  that  they  have  to 
encounter  a  competition  with  foreign  establish- 
ments that  have  arrived  at  maturity,  that  are 
supported  by  a  large  capital,  and  that  have  from 
the  Government  every  protection  that  can  be 
required. 

The  American  manufacturers  expect  to  meet 
with  all  the  embarrassments  which  jealous  and 
monopolizing  policy  can  suggest.  The  commit- 
tee are  sensible  of  the  force  of  such  considera- 
tions. They  are  convinced  that  old  practices 
and  maxims  will  not  be  abandoned  to  favor  the 
United  States.  The  forei|^n  manufacturers  and 
merchants  will  put  in  requisition  all  the  powers 
of  ingenuity;  will  practice  whatever  art  can 
devise,  and  capital  can  accomplish,  to  prevent 
the  American  manufacturing  establisnments  from 
striking  root  and  flourishing  in  their  rich  and 
native  soil.  By  the  allowance  of  bounties  and 
drawbacks,  the  foreign  manufacturers  and  mer- 
chants will  be  furnished  with  additional  means 
of  carrying  on  the  conflict,  and  of  insuring 
success. 

The  American  manufacturers  have  good  rea- 
sons for  all  their  apprebenstons ;  they  have  much 
at  stake;  they  have  a  Un^e  capital  employed, 
and  are  feelingly  alive  for  its  fate.  Should  the 
National  Government  not  afibrd  them  protection, 
the  dangers  which  invest  and  threaten  them  will 
destroy  all  their  hopes,  and  will  close  their  pros- 
pects of  utility  to  their  country.  A  reasonable 
encouragement  will  sustain  and  keep  them  erect ; 
but,  if  they  fall,  they  fall  never  to  rise  again. 

The  foreign  manufacturers  and  merchants 
know  this,  and  will  redouble  with  renovated 
zeal  the  stroke  to  prostrate  them.  They  also 
know  that,  should  the  American  manufacturing 
establishments  falL  their  mouldering  |>iles,  the 
visible  ruins  of  a  legislative  breath,  will  warn 
all  who  shall  tread  m  the  same  foouteps,  of  the 


doom,  the  inevitable  destiny  of  their  establish- 
ments. 

The  National  Government,  in  viewing  the  dis- 
astrous effects  of  a  short-sighted  policy,  may  re- 
lent, but  what  can  relenting  avail?  Can  it  raise 
the  dead  to  life?  Can  it  five  for  injuries  inflicted 
the  reparation  that  is  cfoe  ?  '  Industry,  in  every 
ramification  of  society,  will  feel  the  shock,  and 
generatioiis  will,  as  the^  succeed  each  other,  feel 
the  effects  of  its  undulations.  Dissatisfaction  will 
be  visible  everywhere,  and  the  lost  confidence  and 
affections  of  the  citizens  will  not  be  the  least  of  the 
evils  the  Government  will  have  to  deplore.  But 
should  the  National  Government,  pursuing  an  en- 
lightened and  liberal  policy,  sustain  and  foster  the 
manufacturing  establishments,' a  few  years  would 
place  them  in  a  condition  to  bid  defiance  to  for- 
eign competition,  and  would  enable  them  to  in- 
crease the  industry,  wealth,  and  prosperity  of  the 
nation,  and  to  afford  to  the  Government,  in  times 
of  difficulty  and  distress^  whatever  it  may  require 
to  support  public  credit,  while  maintaining  the 
rights  of  the  nation. 

Providence,  in  bountifully  placing  within  our 
reach  whatever  can  administer  to  happiness  and 
comfort,  indicates  plainly  to  us  our  duty,  and 
what  we  owe  to  ourselves.  Our  resources  are 
abundant  and  inexhaustible. 

The  stand  that  Archimedes  wanted  is  given  to 
the  National  and  State  governments,  and  labor- 
saving  machinery  tenders  the  lever — the  power 
of  bringing  those  resources  into  use. 

This  power  imparts  incalculable  advantages  to 
a  nation  whose  population  is  not  full.  The  Uni- 
ted States  require  the  use  of  this  power,  because 
they  do  not  abound  in  population.  The  diminu- 
tion of  manual  labor,  by  means  of  machinery,  in 
cotton  manufacture  in  Great  Britain  was,  in  the 
year  1810,  as  two  hundred  to  one. 

Our  manufacturers  have  already  availed  them- 
selves of  this  power,  and  have  profited  by  it.  A 
little  more  experience  in  making  machines,  and 
in  managing  them  with  skill,  will  enable  our 
manufacturers  to  supply  more  fabrics  than  are 
necessary  for  the  home  demand. 

Competition  will  make  the  prices  of  t^e  arti- 
cles low,  and  the  extension  of  the  cotton  manu- 
factories will  produce  that  competition. 

One  striking  and  important  advantage  which 
labor-saving  machines  bestow  is  this,  that  in  all 
their  operations  they  require  few  men,  as  a  refer- 
ence to  another  part  of  this  report  will  show. 
No  apprehensions  can  then  be  seriously  enter- 
tained that  agriculture  will  be  in  danger  of  hav- 
ing its  efficient  laborers  withdrawn  from  its  service. 

On  the  contrary,  the  manufacturing  establish- 
ments increasing  the  demand  for  raw  materials 
will  give  to  agriculture  new  life  and  expansion. 

The  committee,  after  having,  with  great  de- 
ference and  respect,  presented  to  this  House  this 
important  subject,  in  various  -points  of  view,  feel 
themselves  constrained,  before  concluding  this 
report,  to  offer  a  few  more  observations,  which 
thev  consider  as  being  immediately  connected 
with  it,  and  not  less  so  with  the  present  and 
future  proaperity  of  this  nation. 


1671 


APFBNDDu 


1672 


FroieeHon  t9  the  M4gm/aeturer$  qf  OoUcn  Fabrics, 


The  prospects  of  an  enlarged  commerce  are 
not  flattering. 

Erery  nation,  in  times  of  peace,  will  sopplv  its 
own  wants  from  its  own  resources,  or  from  tnose 
of  other  nations. 

When  supplies  are  drawn  from  foreign  coun- 
tries, the  intercourse  which  will  ensue  wiFl  furnish 
employment  to  the  narigation  only  of  the  coun- 
tries connected  by  their  reciprocal  wants. 

Our  concern  does  not  arise  from,  nor  can  it  be 
increased  by,  the  limitation  which  our  na? igatioa 
and  trade  will  hare  prescribed  to  themi  by  the 
peace  and  apparent  repoee  in  Europe. 

Our  apprehensions  arise  from  causes  that  can- 
not animate  by  their  effects.  Look  wheresocTer 
the  eye  <;an  glance,  and  what  are  the  objects  that 
strike  the  vision?  On  the  continent  of  Europe 
industrY,  deprired  of  its  motire  and  incitement, 
is  paralyzed;  the  accumulated  wealth  of  ages, 
seised  by  the  hand  of  military  despotism,  is  a|>- 
propriated  to  and  squandered  on  objects  of  ambi- 
tion; the  order  of  things  unsettled,  and  confidence 
between  man  and  man  annihilated.  Erery  mo« 
ment  is  looked  for  with  tremulbus,  anxious,  and 
increased  solicitude ;  hope  languisihes,  and  com* 
mercial  enterprise  stiffens  with  fear.  The  politi- 
cal horizon  ap|iears  to  be  calm,  but  many,  of  no 
ordinary  sagacity,  think  they  behold  signs  por- 
tentous of  a  change— the  indications  of  a  violent 
tempest  which  will  again  rage  and  desolate  that 
devoted  region. 

Should  this  prediction  fail,  no  change  for  the 
better,  under  existing  circumstances,  can  take 
place.  Where  desiiotism,  military  despotism, 
reigns,  silence  and  fearful  stillness  must  prevail. 

Such  is  the  prospect  which  continental  Europe 
exhibits  to  the  enterprise  of  American  merchants. 

Can  it  be  pdssible  for  them  to  find  in  that  re- 
gion sources  which  will  supply  them  with  more 
than  817,000,000,  the  balance  due  for  British 
manufactures  imported?  this  balance  being  over 
and  above  the  value  of  all  the  ezporu  to  foreign 
countries  from  the  United  Sutes.  The  view 
which  is  given  of  the  drearjF  prospect  of  commer- 
cial advantages  accruinj^  to  the  United  States  by 
an  intercourse  with  continental  Europe  is  believed 
to  be  just.  The  statement  made  of  the  great 
balance  in  favor  of  Great  Britain,  due  from  the 
United  States,  is  founded  on  matter  of  Act. 

In  the  hands  of  Great  Britain  are  gathered  to- 
gether, and  beld  many  powers,  which  they  have 
not  been  accustomed  hitherto  to  feel  and  to  ex- 
ercise. 

No  improper  motives  are  intended  to  be  im- 
puted to  that  Government;  but  does  not  ex- 
perience teach  a  lesson  that  should  never  be  for- 
gotten— that  Governments,  like  individuals,  are 
too  apt  ^  to  feel  power  and  forget  right  ?"  It  is 
not  inconsistent  with  national  decorum  to  be- 
come circumspect  and  prudent.  May  not  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain  be  inclined,  in 
analyzing  the  basis  of  her  political  power,  to  con- 
sider and  regard  the  United  States  as  her  rival, 
and  to  indulge  an  improper  jealousy — the  enemy 
of  peace  and  repose? 

Can  it  be  politic,  in  any  point  of  view,  to  mak 


the  United  States  dependent  on  any  nattoa  for 
supplies  absolutely  necessary  for  defence,  for  com- 
fort, and  for  accomoiodation  ? 

Will  not  the  strength,  the  political  energies  of 
this  nation  be  materially  impaired,  at  any  time, 
but  fatally  so  in  those  of  difficulty  and  distress^ 
by  such  dependence? 

Do  not  the  suggestions  of  wisdom  plainly  show 
that  the  security,  the  peace,  aad  the  happ&aest  oriT 
this  nation  depend  on  opening  and  enlavsinf  lU 
our  resousces,  and  drawing  from  them  whatever 
shall  be  required  for  public  use  or  private  aeeom- 
modation  ? 

The  committee,  from  the  views  whieh  they 
have  taken,  consider  the  situation  of  the  raaaa- 
facturing  e^tablisbmenu  to  be  pertloos.  Some 
have  decreased,  and  others  bave  suepeoded  bost- 
ness.  A  liberal  encouragement  will  pat  theia 
again  into  operation,  with  increased  powers ;  bat, 
should  it  be  withheld,  they  will  be  pniatraicd. 
Thousands  will  be  reduced  to  want  and  wreidM- 
ness.  A  capital  of  near  (60,000,000  will  become 
inactive,  the  greater  part  of  which  will  be  a  dead 
loss  to  the  nwaufaetorers.  Oor  improvidence 
mav  lead  to  fatal  consequences;  the  Powers 
jealous  of  our  growth  and  proeperity  will  acquire 
the  resources  aad  strength  which  this  Govern- 
ment n^lects  to  improve.  It  requires  no  pro- 
phet to  loretell  the  use  that  foreign  Pewen  will 
wake  of  them. 

The  committee,  from  all  the  consideniion» 
which  they  have  given  to  this  subject, are  deeply 
impressed  with  a  conviction  that  the  maflu&ctnr- 
in^  establish  menu  of  cotton  wool  are  of  real 
utility  to  the  agricultural  interest,  and  that  they 
contribute  much  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Union. 

Under  the  influence  of  this  conviction  the  com- 
mittee beg  leave  to  tender,  respectfully,  with  this 
report,  the  following  resolntion : 

Rmolved,  That,  from  aad  after  the  dfHh  day  of 
June  next,  in  Ilea  of  the  duties  now  anrhorized 
by  law,  there  be  laid,  levied,  and  coUecced,  on 
cotton  goods  imported  into  te  United  Slaiea, 
and  the  Territories  thereof,  from  any  foreign 
country  whatever,  — —  per  centum  ad  noiorem, 
being  not  less  then  <—  cents  per  square  yard. 

The  number  of  cotton  spindles  supposed  to  be 
now  employed,  or  ready  to  be  employed,  in  the 
United  States,  are  550,000;  but,upon  sure  grounds, 
may  be  staled  at  500,000.  The  capiial  neecasary 
to  carry  on  the  manufiieture,  including  the  stecK 
of  cotton  wool,  the  jram  in  the  hands  of  areavecs, 
the  cloth  in  the  hnnds  of  the  agents,  or  sold  at  a 
credit  of  six  months,  ndded  to  the  real  escaae, 
buildings,  and  machinery, »  estimated  at  seveoty* 
five  dollars  per  spindle,  which,  on  500,000  apitt- 
dles,  amonnis  to  $37,500,000. 

The  number  of  persons  employed  constantly 
and  steadily  may  be  stated  at  one  hundred  thoo- 
of  whom  not  more  than  ooe*ninth,  or.  perhaps, 
one-tenth  are  able-bodied  men ;  the  rest  are  la- 
firm,  feeble  men,  or  women  and  children.  The 
manufacture  must,  also,  give  incidenul  employ- 
ment to  a  much  greater  number  of  persoa%  in 
weaving  and  otherwise,  whose  ordinary  eaploy- 
ment  is  agriculture,  and  who  devote  to  the  man- 
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ufactare  those  hours  of  Winter  and  bad  weather, 
-when  the  labors  of  (he  farm  are  saspei^ed. 

After  ealculatiog  the  cost  of  the  raw  material, 
the  labor,  interest  of  money  at  6  per  cent.,  intor- 
ance,  repairs,  and  other  charges,  we  are  of  opin- 
ion that  a  duty  of  at  least  ten  ceats  on  the  square 
yard  is  nece^ary  for  the  protection  of  the  Amer- 
ican manufactuf e.  and  that  an  ad  ?alorem  duty 
of  e?en  40  or  50  per  cent,  on  the  India  goods,  on 
account  of  the  lownessof  the  first  cost,  would  not 
give  the  requisite  encouragement.  It  may  not 
be  improper  here  to  state  that  an  increase  of  the 
duties  upon  cotton  goods,  generally,  though  it 
might  diminish  the  importation  of  such  foodn  as 
we  make,  would,  on  the  whole,  not  diminish  the 
receipts  of  the  Treasury,  because  the  increased 
receipts  from  such  goods  as  we  do  not  manufac- 
ture would  counterbalance  the  loss  on  such  as 
we  do. 

With  the  machinery  already  erected,  the  cot- 
ton manufacturers  can  supply  the  United  States 
with  about  ninety  millioi^s  of  yard»  of  cotton 
cloth  annually*  These  consist  chiefly  of  ging- 
hams, plaids,  bed-ticks,  stripes,  cheeks,  sheetings, 
shirtings,  and  in  part  of  canvass  and  relrets  and 
other  cut  stuffs. 

At  present  the  coarse  shirtings  made  froinyarn 
No.  12,  will  bring  about  23  qents  in  New  York, 
at  which  price  they  cannot  be  afforded :  the  same 
article  has  been  sold  at  33  to  35  cents.  The  price 
must  necessarily  be  regulated  by  the  price  of 
cotton  wool  which  during  the  war  was  very  high 
at  the  North,  and  since  the  war  has  been  high 
everywhere. 

The  principal  markets  are  the  cities  of  New 
Tork,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  and,  in  a  less 
degree,  Charleston  and  Savannah:  from  these 
citie»  they  are  spread  over  the  South  and  West. 

Of  the  number  of  spindles  now  in  operation, 
very  few  were  effectually  at  work  before  the  war. 
Such  establishments  have  as  yet  reaped  no  profit 
whatever.  Had  the  whole  number  been  in  com- 
plete operation  before  the  war,  the  home  compe- 
tition would  have  reduced  the  prices  much  lower 
than  they  were;  but  the  greater  number  produced 
no  effect  till  about  the  conclusion  of  the  war. 

We  are  unable  to  state,  with  any  exactness,  the 
amount  or  value  of  cotton  goods  imported  into 
the  United  States  in  different  years  \  but,  to  show 
of  how  much  importance  this  trade  is  to  Great 
Britain,  we  woulo  state  that  between  a  quarter 
and  a  third  of  all  the  exports  of  British  produce 
and  manufacture  during  the  yeajrs  1806and  1807— 
say  £11,417.834,  on  an  average  of  the  two  years 
^-were  made  to  the  United  States.  In  the  same 
years,  the  real  value  of  cotton  goods  exported  to 
the  United  States  from  Great  Britain  (exclusive 
of  Scotland)  was,  on  an  average  of  the  two  years, 
£4,393,449,  and  of  woollen  goods,  £4,591,437— 
beins  (19,000,000  of  cotton,  and  $30,000,000  of 
woollen. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  there  is  now  one  manu- 
factory of  cut  fustians  and  velvets  at  Hudson,  and 
another  about  to  begin  at  Frankfort,  and  that 
these  goods  require  a  duty  higher  than  we  have 
proposed  for  other  goods.    They  cost  more — lay 


from  14^.  to  30i2.  per  yard  of  18  inches  width — 
and  therefore  will  require  a  duty  of  30  cents  per 
square  yard  for  such  as  cost  23a.  and  under,  and 
36  cents  for  such  as  cost  more. 


TAKIFP  OP  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

[Communicated  to  the  Honse«  February  18, 181Q.] 
TsBASORY  Dbpartiibht,  FA.  12, 18ie. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Houae 
of  Representatives  of  the  23d  of  February,  1815, 1 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  general  tariff  of  duties  proper  to  be  im- 
posed on  imported  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^bc. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  Spbakbb  qfthe  Hawe  qfJReps* 

On  the  23d  February,  1815,  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives ^Reaolvtdi  That  the  Secretary  of  tne 
Treasury  be  directed  to  report  to  Conf^ress,at  their 
next  session,  a  general  tariff  of  duties  proper  to 
be  imposed  upon  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise," 
and,  in  obedience  to  that  resolution,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  has  now  the  honor  to  lay  before 
Congress  the  following  report,  comprehending — 

I.  A  view  of  the  tariff^  of  the  United  States, 
and  its  incidents  upon  the  Peace  Establishment. 

II.  A  statement  of  the  general  princij^ies  fbr 
reforming  the  tariff  of  the  United  Stales,  includ- 
ing the  means  of  enforcement. 

III.  A  general  tariff  proposed  for  the  consider- 
ation of  Congress. 

L  A  iriewofthe  Tariff  of  the  United  Siotm,  and 
iu  inciaetiU  upon  the  Peace  Eetabliehment. 

Bv  BQ  Bct  of  Congress^  passed  on  the  Ist  July, 
181«,  the  permanent  duties  previously  imposed  by 
law  upon  goods  imported  into  the  United  Staiea 
from  loreign  places  were  doubled ;  an  additioo  of 
10  per  cent,  was  made  to  the  double  duties  upoB 
goods  imported  in  vessels  not  of  the  United  States; 
and  vessels  belonging  wholly  or  in  part  to  the  sn^k^ 
jectsof  foreigo  Powers,  entering  theUnitedSlatea^ 
were  charged  with  an  additional  tonnage  duty  w 
$1  50  per  ton.  This  act  was  limited  in  its  oon^ 
tinuance  to  the  period  of  one  year  after  the  peace 
with  Great  Britain,  and  it  expires  of  course  OA 
the  17th  of  Februarjr,  1816.  The  act  (with  all  its 
supplements)  imposing  an  additional  duty,  eom- 
monly  called  the  *^  Mediterranean  Fund,'' of  2^  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  on  all  imported  goods  PByiag 
duties  ad  valorem,  and  a  discriminating  duty  of 
10  per  cent  upon  that  additional  duty,  in  reape^l 
to  all  goods  imported  in  vessels  not  of  the  United 
States,  had  expired  on  the  3d  March,  1815* 

Considering  the  subject,  therefore,  upon  the 
foundation  on  which  it  is  placed  by  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  Mediterranean  Fund,  and  by  the  rea- 
toration  of  peace,  the  annexed  table  (marked  A) 
exhibiu  the  general  tariff  of  the  United  States, 
resulting  from  the  successive  acts  of  Congress 
imposing,  augmenting,  and  modifying  the  dutka 
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upon  imported  merchandise,  compared  with  the 
rates  of  daties  proposed  for  the  new  tariff;  and  it 
is  susceptible  of  the  discrimination  marked  in  the 
table  No.  1,  comprising  the  articles  charged  with 
specific  duties;  No.  2,  comprising  the  articles 
barged  wjth  duties  ad  ralorcm,  at  the  seyeral 
rates  of  12|  per  cent.,  15  per  cent.,  and  20  per  cent.; 
and  No.  3,  comprising  tne  articles  that  are  free 
from  duty. 

It  is  another  important  view  of  the  subject, 
connected  with  the  deUils  of  the  uble  A.  that  the 
rate  of  duty  upon  the  tonnage  of  Tessels  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  the  duties  upon  the  goods 
which  they  import,  is  less  than  upon  the  tonnage 
of  other  Tessels,  and  of  their  cargoes.    Thus : 

1.  Am  to  the  dttiy  on  tonnage. 

Ships  or  Teasels  of  the  United  States  entering  from 
any  foreign  port  or  place,  or  carrying  goods  from 
one  district  to  another  district,  are  charged  at 
the  rate,  per  ton  of     -       -       -       -     6  cts. 

Ships  or  Tessels  built  within  the  United 
States,  but  belonging  wholly  or  in  part 
to  the  subjects  of  foreign  rowers,  en- 
tering from  a  foreign  place  or  port,  are 
charged  at  the  rate,  per  ton,  or    -       -   30  do. 

Ships  or  Tessels  of  ererj  other  description 
entering  from  a  foreign  port  or  place, 
carrying;  c^oods  from  one  district  to  an- 
other district  within  the  United  States, 
are  charged  at  the  rate,  per  ton,  of      -50  do. 

And  it  may  be  properly  here  adaed  that 
ships  and  Tessels  not  of  the  United 
States,  or  not  wholly  owned  by  Amer- 
ican citizens,  entering  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  are  charged  oy  law  with 
the  duty  called  "  light  money,"  at  the 
rate,  per  ton,  of  -       -       -       -       -   50  do. 

2.  As  to  the  duty  on  goods  imported. 

The  discriminating  duty  imposed  by  law  on  jg^oods 
imported  in  Tessels  of  the  United  States  is  not 
made  a  direct  charge  upon  the  goods  as  specified 
in  the  table  A,  but  it  is  charged  generally  upon 
the  rate  of  duty  imposed  on  the  like  goods,  wnen 
imported  in  Tessels  of  the  United  States;  and  it 
ia  uniformly  an  addition  of  10  per  cent  upon  the 
American  rate  of  duty,  whether  that  be  specific 
or  ad  Talorem. 

The  discriminating  duty  is  to  be  considered, 
howcTer,  in  connexion  with  the  treaties  and  acts 
of  Congress  which  haTe  subjected  it  to  tempo- 
rary or  permanent  modifications.  Thus.  1.  The 
Louisiana  CouTention  suspended  the  discrimi- 
nating duties  for  a  period  of  twelTe  years,  (which 
will  expire  on  the  6th  BAareh,  1816,)  in  relation 
to  French  and  Spanish  Tessels  and  cargoes  arriT- 
ing  within  the  ceded  Territory.  2.  The  conTen- 
tion  to  regulate  the  commerce  between  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  States  and  His  Britannic 
Majesty  wilj  suspend  the  discriminating  duties  in 
relation  to  British  Tessels  and  cargoes  arriTing 
within  the  United  States  from  the  British  terri- 
tories in  Europe,  for  a  period  of  four  years,  com- 
0ienciDg  on  the  3d  July,  1815.  And,  3.  The  act 
of  the  3d  March,  1815,  has  authorized  the  aboli- 


tion of  the  discriminating  duties  in  relation  to 
cTery  foreign  nation  which  shall  abolisii  soch  of 
its  discriminating  and  counterTailing  duties  as  are 
disadTantageotts  to  the  United  States. 

The  doty  on  tonnage  is  payable  at  the  time  ol 
entrT ;  but,  before  the  product  of  the  daties  on 
gooos  imported  reaches  tne  public  Treasury,  the 
collection  is  affected  by  the  credit  which  the  law 
allows  to  the  importer,  and  the  amount  is  liable 
to  a  reduction,  bT  the  allowance  of  drmwbacks  and 
bounties,  as  well  as  by  the  expense  of  collection. 

1st.  Ae  to  the  credit  for  duties  on  goods  tfi^xnrfed. 

On  the  produce  of  the  West  Indies,  (salt  ex- 
cepted,} and  on  goods  imported  by  sea  from  all 
foreign  ports  and  islands  lying  north  of  the  equa- 
tor, and  situated  on  the  eastern  shores  of  Amer- 
ica, it  is  three  months  for  one-half,  and  aiz  months 
for  the  other  half. 

On  salt  it  is  nine  months. 

On  Madeira,  and  all  other  wines,  it  is  twelTe 
months. 

On  goods  imported  from  Europe,  f  other  than 
wines,  salt,  and  teas,)  it  ia  eight  months  for  one- 
third,  ten  months  for  one-third,  and  tweJre  months 
for  ooe-third. 

On  goods  (other  than  wines,  salt,  and  teas) 
imported  from  any  other  place  than  Burope  and 
the  West  Indies,  it  is  six  months  for  one-half^  nine 
months  for  one-fourth,  and  twelTe  months  foe 
one-fourth. 

On  teas  imported  from  China  or  Europe  it  it 
conditionally,  upon  deposites,  two  years,  subject, 
as  intermediate  sales  may  be  effected^to  paymenti 
at  four  months,  eight  months,  or  twelTe  months, 
according  to  the  amount  of  sales,  respeetiTely. 

2d.  As  to  the  drawback  qf  duties  on  goods  er- 

forled. 

The  general  proTision  of  the  law  aJiows  a 
drawback  of  the  docies  on  goods  imported  into 
the  United  States,  prorided  they  amount  to  Bftj 
dollars,  if  the  goods  be  exported  within  tweire 
calendar  months  after  the  importation  to  any  for- 
eign port  or  place  other  than  the  dominions  oC 
any  foreiffu  State  immediately  adjoining  to  the 
United  States.  This  local  limitation  has  been 
modified,  howeTer,  so  as  to  authorize  an  exporta- 
tion, with  the  benefit  of  the  drawback,  from 
Louisiana  to  any  port  or  place  situated  to  the 
southward  thereof. 

To  the  general  proTision  of  the  law  for  the 
allowance  ofdnwback  there  are  some  exeepfions: 
1st.  The  additional  duty  of  ten  per  cent  imposed 
upon  goods  imported  in  Tessels  not  of  the  united 
State^  is  not  the  subject  of  drawback.    2dly. 
The  right  of  exportation  for  the  benefit  of  draw- 
back is  not  allowed  in  the  case  of  forei^  dried 
and  pickled  fish,  and  other  salted  proTisions,  fish 
oil,  or  playing  cards.    3dly.  The  rate  of  a  half 
cent  per  gallon  on  spirits,  with  two  and  a  half 
per  cent,  on  the  duties,  ana  the  rate  of  three  and 
a  half  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  duties  on 
all  other  goods  imported,  is  to  be  retained,  when 
they  are  exported  for  the  benefit  of  drawbaci^  as 
an  indemnincation  for  the  expense  accrued  con- 
cerning them. 
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3d.  Am  to  ike  allowance  tfhoyniUi  on  exparU* 

The  act  of  Che  29th  of  July,  1813,  (which  will 
expire  on  the  17th  of  February,  1816,)  when  it 
imposed  a  duty  of  twenty  cents  per  bushel  upon 
imported  salt,  allowed  a  bounty  upon  all  exported 
picltled  fish  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States, 
at  tne  rate  of  twenty  cents  ]>er  barrel,  pro? ided 
the  fish  were  wholly  cured  with  foreign  salt,  on 
which  a  dutv  bad  been  paid  or  secured.  The 
same  act  antnorizes  an  annual  allowance  to  the 
owners  and  crews  of  American  Tessek  and  bMts 
employed  in  the  fisheries,  graduated  according  to 
the  tonnage. 

The  act  of  the  34th  of  July,  1813,  (which  wiU 
ako  expire  on  the  17th  of  February,  1816,)  when 
it  imposed  a  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound  upon 
all  sugars  refined  within  the  United  States,  au- 
thorized a  drawback,  in  the  nature  of  a  bountv. 
upon  all  such  of  the  sugar  so  refined,  as  should 
be  exported  from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign 
port  or  place. 

4th.  Aatothe  espeme  of  the  collection  of  dutiee 

onimporte. 

The  successful  collection  of  the  duties  on  im- 
ports, before  the  introduction  of  the  restrictire 
syMem,  depended  more  upon  the  integrity  of  the 
commercial  community  than  upon  the  rigor  of 


the  laws^  or  an  expensive  Tigilanee  at  the  custom- 
house.  It  is  not  to  be  denied  or  disregarded,  how- 
ever, that  soon  after  that  e?ent  the  spirit  of  illicit 
commerce  was  kindled,  that  it  spread  during  the 
late  war,  and  that,  witn  erery  just  reliance  upon 
the  honor  of  the  American  merchant,  measures  of 
great  energy  have  become  necessary  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  fair  trader,  as  well  as  for  the  security  of 
the  revenue.  Hitherto  the  average  annual  expense 
of  collection  may  be  stated  at  nearly  four  per  cent, 
upon  the  annual  product  (exclusive  of  the  fees 
paid  by  individuals,  which  may  be  estimated  at 
one  per  cent  more)  during  a  season  of  open  and 
prosperous  commerce ;  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
effect  of  an  increased  expenditure  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  means  which  are  necessary  to  pre- 
vent and  delect  offences  against  the  laws,  wifl  so 
augment  the  product  of  the  duty,  as  to  afford  a 
certain  and  ample  equivalent  for  the  original  ad- 
vance. 

The  operation  of  the  tariff^  exhibited  in  table 
A,  with  the  incidents  which  have  been  stated, 
may  be  concisely  viewed  with  reference  to  two 
periods  in  the  commerce  of  the  United  States : 
1st.  Before  the  introduction  of  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem, from  1804  to  1807,  both  vears  inclusive ;  and, 
2d,  after  the  introduction  of  the  restrictive  svstem, 
from  1808  to  1811,  both  years  inclusive.   Thus— 


Doling  the  fi»ar 
years,  from  1804 
to  1807,  both  in- 
clostYe. 


Daring  the  Ibor 
yesiB,  from  1808 
to  1811,  both  in- 
clusive. 


The  ftTorage  annasl  gnss.pvodaet  of  duties  on  merchandise  imported 
The  avsrage  annual  amount  of  debentures  issued  lor  drawback  on 

merchandise  imported  •-••..-•- 
The  average  amrasi  amount  of  bounties  and  allowances  •  -  . 
The  average  annnal  produot  of  duties  on  merehandiM  imported,  after 

deducting  drawbacks,  bounties,  dte.  ..... 

The  average  annual  pvodnct  of  the  ad  valorem  duties,  including  the 

Mediterranean  fond,  after  deducting  ditto       ..... 
.  The  average  annual  product  of  the  Mediterranean  fund,  after  deduct- 
ing ditto       ..-----.--. 
Tnie  average  annual  pvoduet  of  the  necific  duties,  after  deducting  do. 
The  average  annual  product  of  the  three  and  a  half  per  cent*  retained 

on  drawback  •••-•..... 
Tlie  average  annual  product  of  the  additional  duty  of  ten  per  cent  in 

mereliandise  imported  in  foreign  vesieb       ...... 

The  avflsrage  annual  prodnd  cf  duties  on  merchandiie  imported  in 

Amekicaa  vessels^  after  dedoeting  drawbacks,  dte.  •  .  •  . 
The  avwrage  annual  product  of  Sitim  on  merchandiie  imported  in 

forMffn  vessels      .......... 

The  average  annual  pioduiBt  of  duties  on  tonnage      .       .       .       . 

The  average  annual  product  df  light-money 

The  aTemge  annual  expenses  on  collection       .       .       •       .       . 


984,396,091  61 

8,714,073  50 
198,700  87 

16,319,317  04 

6,536,975  89 

968,066  86 
8,865,737  10  | 

318,017  06 

197,687  59 

13,144,754  18 

8,174,563  46 

160,660  50 

51,869  90 

664,813  88 


•18,483,774  09 

8,755,608  85 
53,036  83 

9,615,135  61 

4,316,389  43 

698,899  38 
5,073,878  60 

100,803  76 

185,383  63 

8,836,575  68 

1,378,659  93 

169,135  90 

38,166  48 

479,633  18 
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IL  A  9ink/mmU  o^  the  §mttal  ^principU$  far  re- 
fotiAing  the  tariff  of  the  United  Statet^  indk/d^ 
ing  the  meant  <ff^  ef^areemetU. 

The  tariff  which  has  been  thus  generally  re- 
Tiewed  originated  in  the  year  1790,  soon  after  the 
organization  of  the  Federal  QoTernmeat.  Not- 
withstanding the  various  alteration*  te  which  it 
was  subjected  during  the  long  period  of  Ameri- 
can neutrality,  it  certainly  has  not  been  left  in  a 
state  adapted  to  the  present  epoch.  The  peace 
of  Europe  will  give  a  new  course  and  character 
to  the  commerce  of  the  world ;  and  the  condition 
of  the  United  States  is  essentially  changed  in  pop* 
ulation,  in  wealth,  in  the  employment  of  labor 
and  capital,  in  the  demand  of  Iturortes,  or  of  ne- 
cessaries for  consumption,  and  in  the  native  re^ 
sources  to  supply  the  demand.  These  considera- 
tions forcibly  recommend  the  measure  of  reyisiou 
and  reform  which  u  now  contemplated ;  the  task, 
however,  is  not  more  important  in  its  object  than 
difficult  in  the  performance.  The  means  of  in- 
formation are  scattered  and  imper^t.  Many 
conflicting  interests  and  prejudices  are  to  be  rec- 
onciled ;  and,  in  the  unsettled  state  of  commerce, 
much  of  an^  pIftQ  connected  with  ita  operations 
must  unavoidably  rest  upon  hypothesis,  and  be 
tested  by  future  experiment.  In  everv  effort, 
therefore,  to  diminiiin  the  force  of  these  obstacles, 
an  ulterior  reliance  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  Le- 
gislature has  been  respectfully  indulged. 

In  fVamiug  the  proposiliona  which  thu  report 
will  submit  to  the  conaideratton  of  Congress  for 
the  establishment  of  aj^erai  ttirifi;  three  great 
objects  have  been  principally  re|prded:  1st.  The 
•bjeet  of  vaisiaf,  by  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage, the  proportion  of  public  revenue  which 
must  be  drawn  from  that  source.  2d.  The  ob- 
ject of  conciliating  the  various  national  interests, 
which  arise  from  the  pursuits  of  agriculture,  man- 
ufactures, trade,  and  navigation;  and,  3d.  The 
object  of  rendering  the  coUeotaon  of  the  duties 
convenient,  equal,  and  certain. 

1*  The  report  which  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  presented  to  the  House  of  Repieeeoi- 
ativeacm  the  9ih  day  of  January,  1816,  furnishes 
a  foimdatioa  to  estimate,  with  sumcieBt^preoiaienv 
for  the  present  purpose,  the  proportion  of  the  pub* 
lie  revenue  to  be  annually  raised  through  the 
medium  of  the  customs. 

It  is  there  stated  liiat  the  amount  of  the  annual  de- 
mands of  the  Peace  Bstabliahment  may  be  placed  at 
the  1001  of #16,778,668 

But  to  this  sum  it  is  now  proper  to  add 
the  geneial  amount  which  is  appropri- 
ated ibr  the  payment  of  the  principal  of 
the  public  debt,  estimated  at  91,860,000 

The  diilerenoe  between   the 

Trefwury  estimate  Ibr  the 

naval  service,  made  upon 

conjectural  ground,  and  the 

subsequent  statement  of  the 

Secr'y  of  the  Navy,  made 

upon  official  documents,  to 

wit: 
The  8ecreUiy  of  the  Navy's 

statement,  after  adding  the 


of  #900,000,  anoMUf 
appropriated  Xor  three  years 
tor  the  purchase  of  timber, 
being  •  -  $3,838,071 
The  Treasury  es- 
timate b^g    •    S,7I6,5I0 


The  difbrenee  being  - 
And  die  amonnt  whidi  is  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of 
Vays  and  Means  to  add  to 
the  8inkint  Fund,  (raising 
it  ftom  $8«0OO»OOO  to  #iar 
160,000)  - 


-     1,191,501 


•    5,160/NX> 


6021,061 


The  annoal  revenue  to  be  rai«d  for  the ..^ 

of  Government,  may  then  be  suted  in  romd 
numbers  at  the  sum  of  924,000,000^  independent 
of  any  provision  for  public  instiiutionc  ami  p«b- 
lie  Improvements;  such  as  the  President  has  rec- 
ommended to  the  patronage  of  the  Legisiafoiw  ; 
such  as  the  patriotism  of  Congress  may,  from 
time  to  time,  be  induced  to  snncuon ;  and  snch  as 
will  at  onoe  enlighten,  eniidh,  smd  adem  tta 
narion. 

Upon  the  geneml  prineiplea  of  jpnUic  psliey. 
developed  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  or 
Ways  and  Means,  the  supply  for  all  the  eipensea 
of  Qovernment  will  be  derived,  in  part,  from  in- 
ternal duties  and  taxes,  but  principally  from  du- 
ties on  imports. 

Stating,  therefore,  the  amount  of  demand  for  leveane 

at---....  994/KXI,00O 
It  has  been  proposed  to  supply  annually, 

fiom  inft«nBl'dolies«ndtaM%  andlNim 

the  edes  ef  poblie  lands,  the  asm  ef 

$6,896,000;  that  is  to  ssjr»  kem  Ibe 

dines  tax  on  kade,  henso^  and  dmwm^ 

flie  earn  af       «       .       •  fl^TOfl^Oeo 
From  the  dn^  on  MtOle  Ike 

snm  of      •       •      • 
From  the  dttl|r  oa  sitaBpa  Am 

sum  of     •       •       -       • 
From  the  duty  on  refined  su- 
gar the  Bum  of  - 
Ficm  the  dnlgr  on  emiagBs 

the  sum  of       -        •       • 
Fsom  Ucenses  to  reteUers,  (« 

tax  proposed  te  be  modi* 

fied)  the  sum  of       •       - 
From  the  dntios  o&  aaha  at 

anetien  the  snm  of  • 
From  the  sales  of  public  lands 

the  snm  of       «       •        • 


l,9B0|i00 
40CMMi 
150|80O 
176,000 

900/100 
480,000 


IgOOO/lOO 


€,996,00a 


And  the  reliance  for  the  residue  of  the 
supply  must  be  of  course  upon  the  cus- 


toms, to  the  amount  of 


-  $17,076^00 


It  is  here  to  be  considered,  that  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  contempJatei 
the  abolition,  or  the  reduction  of  duties  or  taws 
heretofore  pledged  ^*  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  the  expenses  of  Government,  for  the  puactaal 
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Siyment  of  the  pablic  debc^  and  for  crcfttiog  a 
inkiDg  Fond,"   to  an  amoont  not  less  than 
$7,064,340:  that  is  to  say— 

3^  abotitli  tha  datiet  on  ftamitUTe  and  watclMt,  on 
domestic  mmnnfactares,  and  on  distilled  spirits,  in 
amoant  about    - '      -        -        •        •    $^064,340 

To  aboUah  the  addiiioiial  dntj  on  postage* 
in  amount  ahoat        ....         900,000 

And  to  take  from  the  direct  tax,  in  net 

amount,  about a»900»000 

97,064,840 


And  for  aupplyioff  thia  sum  of  97,064,340,  in 
observance  of  the  plighted  faith  of  the  Qovern- 
ment,  it  has  been  proposed  to  make  aa  addition 
to  the  castoms,  equal  to  an  average  rate  of  forty- 
two  per  cent,  upon  the  prodoets  of  the  dotiea  im- 
posed prior  to  toe  ad  of  the  Ist  of  July,  1812,  by 
which  the  impost  was  doubled  (as  already  stated) 
daring  tha  eontiaaanqe  of  the  late  war. 

I^  then,  the  aTerage  annual  product  of  the  single  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage  mnr  be  estimated  (and 
il  eannot  be  prudently  eslimaaed  Ugber)  at  the  sum 
of     -        -        -        .       .        .        .$13/KN>,000 

Tke  addiliett  of  fcity-two  per  esnt  a^pan 
that  aoMHint  will  yield  »  saoi  of  •  5|040,000 

And  wUl  give,  for  the  amount  to  be  prcK 
doced  by  the  customs        ...  #17,040^000 


2d.  The  social  compact  is  fanned  on  tbe  basis 
of  a  surrender  of  a  part  of  tbe  natural  rights  of  in- 
dividuals^ for  the  security  and  benefit  of  the  wlioh 
society.  The  Federal  compact  ia  formed  on  the 
basis  of  a  surrender  of  a  part  of  the  politieal  rights 
of  each  State,  for  the  benefit  and  security  of  the 
whole  Confederation.  Hence^  in  the  attempt  "  to 
conciliate  the  various  national  mterestswhicn  arise 
from  the  purs«its  of  agrieultore,  maaufaetores, 
trade,  and  navigation;"  it  ia  necessary  to  recollect 
that  the  common  object  of  the  nation  wiU  not  in- 
variably correepond  witb  the  separate  objects  of 
individiuals,  or  of  their  profiessiona,  nor  with  the 
local  objects  of  the  respective  StaUs,  or  of  tbe 
industry  of  their  inhabitants. 

Under  the  beneficent  dispensations  of  Provi- 
dence, the  territory  of  the  United  States  produces 
almost  ail  the  natural  fruits  of  the  earth ;  aad, 
pursuing  the  subdi  vision  of  which  labor  is  suscep- 
tible, the  citiseos  of  the  United  States  are  engaged 
in  the  cultivation  of  almost  every  art,  aad  every 
science,  within  the  scope  of  human  knowledge. 
But  the  fruits  produced,  although  they  are  the 
fruits  of  the  nation,  are  not  the  same  in  every 
State;  and  the  labor  employed,  although  it  be  the 
labor  of  the  nation,  is  empbyed  upon  very  difier- 
ent  materials,  with  very  different  results  in  the 
principal  sections  of  the  Union. 

From  these  considerations  are  derived  the  prin- 
ciples of  general  policy  by  whieh  the  national 
character  la  formed^  and  the  national  interests  are 
maintained.  The  interests  of  agriculture  require 
a  free  and  constaat  access  to  a  market  for  its 
staples,  and  a  ready  supply  of  all  the  articles  of 
nse  and  aonsamptioa  on  raaaoaabla  terms ;  bat 


the  national  interest  may  require  the  establisli- 
ment  of  a  domestic  in  preference  to  a  foreign 
market,  and  the  employment  of  domestic  in  pref* 
erence  to  forego  labor,  In  furnishing  the  neces- 
sary supplies.  And,  again,  the  interests  of  for* 
eign  commerce  flourish  most  when  foreign  com- 
merce is  the  only  medium  to  convey  the  natural 
products  of  the  country  to  a  market,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  all  the  wants  of  the  people  in  the  fabrics 
of  the  manufactttrer  and  the  artist ;  but  the  na- 
tional interest  may  require  (contemplating  equal* 
ly  the  state  of  peace  and  the  state  of  war)  that 
the  people  should  be  as  independent  in  the  ie> 
sources  of  their  sabsistcnce  as  in  the  operations 
of  their  Government.  It  must,  however,  be  the 
aim  of  every  just  svstem  of  political  economy  to 
secure  the  national  interest  with  as  little  nreja* 
dice  as  possible  to  the  pectiliar  interests  or  agri* 
culture  and  of  commerce. 

There  are  few,  if  any,  governments  which  do 
not  regard  the  establishment  of  domestic  mann** 
faotUMs  as  a  chief  object  of  public  policy.  Tha 
United  Slates  have  always  so  regafded  it.  Ia 
the  epirliest  acts  of  Congress,  which  were  passed 
after  tha  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution,  tha 
obligation  of  pravidtng,  by  duties  on  imports,  for 
the  discharge  of  the  public  debts,  is  expressly 
connected  with  the  policy  oi  encouraging  and^ 
protecting  manufactures.  In  tha  year  1700  the 
SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  was  directed  by  tha 
House  of  Represenuttves  to  take  the  subject  of 
manufactures  into  coasideratioa,  with  a  view 
particularly  to  report  upon  '^the  means  of  pro- 
ifaotiog  such  as  would  render  the  United  Stales 
independent  of  foreign  nations  fer  military  mid 
other  essential  supplies."  In  the  year  1810  tha 
Legblature  again  manifested  a  n^arked  solicitude 
to  ascertain  the  progress  of  the  national  indepen* 
deuce  in  manUMCiures,  by  combining  the  busi- 
ness of  the  census  with  an  inquiry  into  the  state 
of  the  several  manoiacturing  establishments  and 
manufactures  within  the  several  districts,  territo- 
ries, and  divisioas  of  the  United  States.  But  at 
was  emphatically  during  the  period  of  the  re* 
strictive  system  and  of  the  war,  that  the  impor- 
tance of  domeatic  manufactures  became  coospio- 
nous  to  the  natioiu  and  nuda  a  lasting  impression 
upon  the  mind  or  every  statesman  and  of  every 
patriou  The  weapons  and  monitiona  of  war,  the 
necessaries  of  dotning,  and  the  comforts  of  liv»  . 
ing,  were  at  first  but  scantily  provided.  The 
American  market  seemed,  for  a  while,  to  be  con* 
verted  into  a  scene  of  gambling  and  extortion ; 
and  it  was  not  the  least  of  the  evils  generated  br 
the  unequal  state  of  the  supply  and  the  demand 
that  an  illicit  traffic  with  the  enemy,  by  land  and 
by  water,  was  corruptly  and  systematically  proa^ 
ecu  ted  from  the  commencement  to  the  tormina* 
lion  of  hostilities.  # 

From  these  cireomstances  of  suffering  and 
mortification  have  sprung,  however,  tha  means 
of  future  safety  and  independence.  It  has  bean 
thought  that,  with  respect  to  industry  applied  to 
manufactures  as  well  as  with  respect  to  industry 
applied  to  commerce^  individuals  should  he  lefi 
to  pursue  their  own  course  untouched  by  the 
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hand  of  GbTerameot,  either  to  impel  or  to  re- 
Btrain.  Without  examiDing  how  &r  this  opinion 
is  sanctioned  by  experience,  it  is  sufficient  upon 
the  present  occasion  to  obserfe  that  the  Ameri> 
can  manufactures,  particularly  those  which  have 
been  introduced  during  the  restrie tire  system  and 
the  war,  owe  their  existence  exciusiTelir  to  the 
capital,  the  skill,  the  enterprise,  and  the  industry 
of  priTate  citizens.  The  demands  of  the  coun- 
try, while  the  acquisition  of  supplies,  from  foreien 
nations  was  either  prohibited  or  impracticable, 
may  have  afforded  a  sufficient  inducement  for 
this  investment  of  capital,  and  this  application  of 
labor;  but  the  inducement,  in  its  necessary  ex- 
tent, must  fail  when  the  day  of  competition  re- 
turns. Upon  that  change  in  the  condition  of  the 
country,  the  preservation  of  the  manufactures 
which  private  citizens,  under  favorable  auspices, 
have  constituted  the  property  of  the  nation,  be* 
comes  a  consideration  of  general  policy,  to  be 
resolved,  by  a  recollection  df  past  embarrass- 
ments, by  the  certainty  of  an  increased  difficulty 
of  reinstating,  upon  any  emeigency,  the  manu- 
factures which  shall  be  allowed  to  perish  and 
pass  away,  and  by  a  j  list  sense  of  the  influence  of 
domestic  manufactures  upon  the  wealth,  power, 
and  independence  of  the  Government. 
^  The  object  to  be  encouraged  and  protected 
merits,  in  its  intrinsic  value,  as  welt  as  in  its  gen- 
eral influence^  the  attention  of  the  Legislature. 
From  the  peace  of  1783,  until  the  year  1808,  the 
march  of  domestic  manufactures  was  slow  but 
steady.  It  has  since  been  bold,  rapid,  and  firm ; 
until,  at  the  present  period,  considering  the  cir- 
cumstances of  time  and  pressure,  it  hu  reached 
a  station  of  unexampled  prosperity.  The  at- 
tempt, however,  to  obtain  detailed  and  accurate 
information  upon  the  subject  has  only  been  soc- 
eessful  in  a  very  limited  degree;  and,  conse- 
quently, the  result  must  be  presented  to  the  view 
of  Congress  rather  as  an  outline  and  an  eBtimate 
than  as  a  complete  and  demonstrative  statement 
of  facts.  With  this  under8tandin(|p  the  American 
manoCactnres  may  be  satisfactorily  divided  into 
three  principal  classes,  allowing  for  such  diver- 
sities of  shade  as  will  sometimes  seem  to  render 
the  classification  of  particular  manufactures 
doubtful  or  arbitrary : 

Fini  dan.  Manufactures  which  are  firmly 
and  permanently  established,  and  which  wholly, 
or  almost  wholly,  supply  the  demand  for  domes- 
tic use  and  consumption. 

Ssamd  clan.  Manufactures  which,  being  re- 
cently or  partially  established,  do  not  at  present 
attpplj[  the  demand  for  domestic  use  and  con- 
sumption, but  which,  with  proper  cultivation, 
are  capable  of  being  matured  to  the  whole  extent 
of  the  demand. 

i  TVkfrdctoas.  Manufactures  which  are  so  slight- 
ly cultivated  as  to  leave  the  demand  of  the  coun- 
try wholly,  or  almost  wholly,  dependent  upon 
foreign  sources  for  a  supply. 

Ut  dam.  In  the  first  class  it  is  believed  the 
following  articles  may  be  embraced : 

Cabinet  wares  and  all  manufactures  of  wood. . 

Carriages  of  all  descriptions. 


Cables  and  cordage. 

Hats  of  wool,  fur,  leather,  chip,  or  straw,  and 
straw  bonnets. 

Iron  castings,  fire  and  side-arms,  caanofi,  mus- 
kets, pistols. 

Window  glass. 

Leather,  and  all  manufactures  of  leather,  in- 
cluding saddles,  bridles,  and  harness. 

Paper  of  every  description ;  blank  books. 

Printing  tvpes. 

Zd  dan.  in  the  second  class  it  is  believed  the 
following  articles  may  be  embraced : 

Cotton  goods  of  the  coarser  kinds. 

Woollen  ffoods  of  the  coarser  kinds  g«neiafly, 
and  some  of  the  finer  kinds. 

Metal  buttons. 

Plated  wares. 

Iron  manufactures  of  the  larger  kinds ;  shove^ 
spades,  axes,  hoes,  scythes,  dbc.;  nails^  iaige  and 
small. 

Pewter,  tin,  copper,  and  brass  mana&etores. 

Alum,  copperas. 

Spirits,  beer,  ale,  and  porter. 

3a  dan.  In  the  third  class  it  is  believed  the 
following  articles  may  be  embraced : 

Cotton  mann&ctnres  of  the  finer  kinds ;  mus- 
lins, nankeenS)  chintzes,  stained  and  printed  cot- 
tons of  all  descriptions. 

Linen  of  all  descriptions,  linen  cambrics,  lawns. 

Hempen  cloths,  sailcloth,  Russian  and  Ger- 
man linens. 

Silk  goods  of  all  deseriptions. 

WooUen  goods  of  many  descriptions ;  worsted 
goods  of  all  kinds,  stu£&,  camblets,  blankets,  car^ 
pets  and  carpeting. 

Hosiery  of  all  descriptions,  including  knit  or 
woven  gloves. 

Hardware  and  ironmongery,  excepting  the 
lam  articles,  cutlery,  pins,  needles. 

China  ware,  earthen  ware,  poreelain. 

Glass  of  all  deser/puoos,  except  window  g>lass 
and  phials. 

^^he  matured  state  of  thejirst  dan  ofrnmna- 
factores  relieves  the  task  of  forming  a  tariflf,  with 
respect  to  them,  from  any  important  difficulty. 
Duties  mi^ht  be  freely  imposed  upon  the  impor* 
tation  of  similar  articles,  amounung  wholly,  or 
nearly,  to  a  prohibition,  without  endangering  a 
scarcity  in  the  supply,  while  the  competition 
among  the  domestic  manufacturers  alone  would 
sufficiently  protect  the  consumer  from  exorbitant 
prices,  graduanog  the  rates  of  the  market  gener- 
allv  by  the  standard  of  a  fair  profit  upon  the  cap- 
ital and  labor  employed.    It  is  true,  however,  on 
the  other  hand,  that,  by  imposin§[low  duties  upon 
the  imported  articles,  importation  would  be  en- 
couraged, and  the  revenue  increased;  but,  with- 
out addiiig  to  the  comfort,  or  deducting  from  the 
expense  of  the  consumer,  the  consumption  of  the 
domestic  manufacture  would,  in  an  equal  de- 
gree, be  diminished  by  that  operation,  and  the 
manufacture  itself  mt^ht  be  entirely  supplanted. 
It  is,  therefore,  a  question  between  the  gain  of  (ke 
revenue  and  the  loss  of  the  manufacture,  to  he 
decided  upon  principles  of  national  policy,  under 
the  circumstances  of  an  abundant  market  the  in- 
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terest  of  the  coDsamer  must  stand  indifferent, 
whether  the  price  of  any  article  be  paid  for  the 
benefit  of  the  manafactarer,  or  of  the  importer ; 
bot  a  wise  Goremment  will  sorely  deem  it  better 
to  sacrifice  a  portion  of  its  reTenne,  than  to  sacri- 
fice those  institntions  which  prirate  enterprise 
and  wealth  have  connected  with  pablic  prosperity 
and  independence. 

<^The  aeoofid  ckut  of  manafactnres  presents 
considerations  of  the  most  interesting,  and  not 
of  the  least  embarrassing  nature,  in  the  forma* 
tion  of  a  tariff.  Some  remarks  hare  already 
been  made  upon  the  danger  which  at  present 
threatens  those  mannfactares,  as  well  as  upon  the 
policy  of  rendering  them  permanently  t>eneficial 
to  the  nation;  for  it  is  respectfully  thought  to  be 
in  the  power  of  the  Legislature,  by  a  well-timed 
and  well-directed  ]>atronag6,  to  place  them,  within 
a  very  limited  period,  upon  the  footing  on  which 
the  manufactures  included  in  the  first  class  bare 
been  so  happily  placed,  by  the  lapse  of  a  few 
yean^  and  the  peraererance  of  a  comparatirely 
few  indiTiduals.  The  means  of  promoting  this 
mat  object  are  Tarious,  but  it  appears  to  have 
been  the  early  and  continued  practice  and  policy 
of  the  Goremment  to  afford  encouragement  to 
domestic  products  and  manufactures,  rather  by 
the  imposition  of  protecting  duties  than  by  the 
grant  of  bounties  and  premiums ;  and,  indeed,  it 
IS  in  that  course  alone  that  the  subject  properlr 
falls  within  the  scope  of  the  present  report.  Al- 
though some  indulgence  will  always  be  required, 
for  any  attempt  so  to  realize  the  national  inde- 
pendence in  the  department  of  manufactures,  the 
sacrifice  cannot  be  either  great  or  lasting.  The 
inconveniences  of  the  day  will  be  amply  compen- 
sated by  future  advantages.  The  agriculturist, 
whose  produce  and  whose  flocks  depend  for  their 
value  upon  the  fluctuations  of  a  foreign  market, 
will  have  no  occasion  eventually  to  regret  the 
opportunity  of  a  n%dj  sale  for  his  wool  or  his 
cotton  in  his  own  neighborhood;  and  it  will 
soon  be  understood  that  the  success  of  the  Ameri- 
can manufacture,  which  tends  to  diminish  the 
profit  (often  the  excessive  profit)  of  the  importer, 
does  not  necessarily  add  to  the  price  of  the  article 
in  the  hands  of  the  consumer. 

Assuming^  therefore,  the  ground,  that  the  man- 
ufactures of  the  second  class  will  be  fostered  by 
the  legislative  car^  the  amount  of  the  protecting 
duties,  and  the  mode  of  imposing  them,  in  order 
to  be  effectual,  become  important  consiaerations. 
It  must  be  agreed^  upon  all  hands,  that  the 
amount  of  the  duties  should  be  such  as  will  en- 
able the  manufacturer  to  meet  the  importer  in 
the  American  market  upon  equal  terms  of  profit 
and  lots,  and  that  the  mode  of  imposing  the  du- 
ties should  be  such  as  to  secure  the  resulting  com- 
petition from  the  influence  of  clandestine  or  illi- 
cit practices.  There  still,  however,  remains  a 
diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  amount  which 
will  be  competent,  and  as  to  the  mode  which 
will  be  efficient ;  and  the  aim  of  this  report  will 
be  to  strike  the  medium  which  appears  to  be  best 
established  from  all  the  information  that  has  been 
collected. 


The  third  ckus  of  manufactures  does  not  re- 
quire further  attention,  at  this  time,  than  to  ad- 
just the  rate  of  duty  to  the  amount  of  revenue 
which  it  is  necessarv  to  draw  from  them.  They 
have  not  yet  been  the  objects  of  American  cap- 
ital, industry,  and  enterprise,  to  any  important 
degree ;  and  the  present  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  directed  to  protect,  and  not  to  create, 
manufactures.  ^ 

There  is,  however,  a  distinct  view  of  the  sub- 
ject which  ought  not  to  be  omitted.  Where  the 
demand  for  raw  materials,  or  manufactured  arti- 
cles in  any  of  the  departments  of  domestic  indus- 
try, is  wholly,  or  almost  wholly,  dependent  upon 
the  supply  from  foreign  nations,  the  access  to 
the  American  market  should  be  easy^  if  not  en- 
tirely free.  Acting  upon  this  principle  it  will 
be  proper,  above  all,  to  respect  the  interests  of 
ship-building  and  navigation  at  a  period  when 
the  equalization  of  the  duties  upon  tonnage  and 
merchandise,  by  the  operation  of  acts  of  Con- 
jfress  and  treaties,  will  probably  give  rise  to  an 
interesting  competition  between  foreign  vessels 
and  vessels  of  the  United  States.  The  shipping 
interest  and  the  manufacturing  interest  must, 
however,  be  reconciled ;  and,  consulting  the  best 
interests,  the  following  suggestions  are  respect- 
fully offered : 

1.  Imported  iron  cables,  anchors,  and  bar  iron : 
cables,  cordage,  hemp,  packthread,  twine,  and 
seines ;  sheet  copper,  copper  nails,  and  lead ;  so 
far  as  they  enter  essentially  into  the  construction 
and  equipment  of  ships,  and  are  not  supplied  by 
the  American  manufacturer,  ought  to  be  lightly 
taxed. 

2.  The  case  of  foreign  vessels  employed  in 
bringing  to  the  United  States  goods  that  are  not 
the  growth  or  manufacture  of  the  country  to 
which  the  vessels  belong,  may  furnish  a  proper 
fleld  for  legislative  regulations. 

3.  The  case  of  goods  imported  from  countries 
which,  by  law,  confine  the  carriage  of  such  goods 
to  their  own  vessels,  respectively,  will  also'fur- 
nish  a  proper  field  for  similar  regulations. 

The  principles  involved  in  the  proposition  for 
a  new  tarili^  in  relation  to  the  protection  of  do- 
mestic manufactures,  being  thus  presented  for 
consideration,  the  more  general  principles  of  the 
system  remain  to  be  briefly  stated,  in  relation  to 
the  production  of  the  revenue.    Thus : 

1.  Articles  intended  as  the  source  of  revenue 
should  never  be  so  heavily  charged  with  duties 
as  to  prevent  importation,  or  much  to  diminish  it. 

2.  Articles  should  never  be  so  heavily  charged 
with  duties  as  to  create  a  temptation  to  smuggle. 

3.  Articles  of  great  size  and  weight,  of  com- 
parativelr  small  value,  are  difficult  to  be  smug- 
gled; and,  other  things  being  equal,  they  maybe 
charged  with  higher  duties.  * 

4.  Articles  of  small  size  and  great  value  are 
easily  smugjg;led,  and  must  be  charged  with  low 
duties,  to  destroy  the  otherwise  fatal  temptation 
to  evade  the  law. 

5.  Articles  imported  to  a  great  amount  should 
rather  be  charged  with  speeifie  duties  upon  their 
weight  and  measure^  in  order  to  guard  against 
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eTasioDs  and  frattcb,  thao  with  ad  ralorem  duties 
OD  their  ?alae. 

The  difficulty  of  ekTry\n%  the  iast  mentioned 
rule  into  practioe  has  been  found  almost  insur- 
mountable. It  has  been  already  intimated  that, 
in  the  elassifieatlon  of  manufactures,  there  were 
several  articles,  difierently  classed,  which  can 
scarcely  be  distinf  uished  from  each  other,  and 
which  could  not  be  separately  described  with 
such  distinctness  and  precision  as  is  requisite  in 
a  uriff  to  mark  ihe  line  vi  discriminatton  for 
difiereat  rales  of  sjpecifie  duties.  In  the  cotton 
and  woollen  manufactures  of  the  United  States, 
for  instance,  there  are  several  kinds  of  goods  ex- 
tensively produced,  whose  names  are  arbitrary, 
and  continually  changing,  and  whose  texture  mm 
quality  are  so  various,  and  so  easily  altered  or 
dis^ttiaed,  as  to  elude  the  vigilance  and  skill  of 
the  eustom-hottse*  For  this  reason,  and  conaid* 
•ring,  also,  that  the  ascertainment  of  duties  by 
1^  original  cost  of  the  goods,  according  to  their 
weight  and  measure,  is  sometimes  a  source  of 
vexntion  to  the  importer,  leading^  perhaps,  to 
gicat  corruption  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  the 
precedent  of  the  existin|p  tariff  has  been  sfener- 
ally  purAttcd,  which  subjects  ail  goods,  (for  ex- 
ampw,  all  cotton  and  woollen  goods,)  whether 
fine  or  coarse,  and  whether  they  ace,  or  are  not, 
of  the  kinds  manufactured  in  the  United  States, 
to  one  common  rate  of  duty.  A  general  deserip* 
tton  designates  the  article,  renders  the  imposition 
of  the  duty  uniform  and  certain  at  all  ports  of 
entr^ ,  and  ciSiotHally  guards  against  mistake  Of 
•Vftsion. 

Upon  the  principles  and  with  the  views,  thus 
atatM,  the  proposition  for  the  new  tariff  has  been 
fomaed.  The  variations  from  the  tariff  of  per* 
nancnt  single  duties  consist  principally  in  the 
ioliowing  points: 

1.  The  rates  of  the  duties  ad  valorem  are 
changed  -in  number  from  three  to  eight.  The 
inerease  of  the  number  will  not,  it  is  thought,  be 
attended  with  any  disadvantage,  and  it  wUl,  at 
least,  afford  a  belter  means  of  ascertaining,  here* 
after,  the  value  of  articles  of  different  descrip- 
tions which  are  now  blended  in  one  class,  as  well 
as  the  amount  of  the  duties  colleded  from  each 
description.  The  amount  of  the  rates  of  duties 
ad  valorem  is  also  changed  from  124, 15,  and  80 
per  cent,  to  7^,  15,  20,  28,  28,  30,  33f ,  and  35  per 
cent. 

2.  The  rates  of  the  specific  duties  are  gener- 
ally increased  upon  the  amount  of  the  perma- 
nent single  rates,  averaging,  with  the  increase  of 
the  rases  of  duties  ad  valorem,  an  aggrecate  of 
aboitt  42  per  cent,  upon  the  aggregate  product  of 
the  customs,  estimated  at  about  912,000,000  per 
annum. 

«    3.  The  following  articles,  heretofore  free,  are 
charged  with  duties,  to  wit: 
Alum,  per  cwc.       -       -       ^       -       •  $2  00 
Copperas^  per  cwt.  -       -       -       -       -    1  50 
Copper,  in  sheets,  rods,  bolts,  or  nails,  per 

pound     -------04 

Gum  Arabic,  nnd  gum  Senegal,  ad  valorem, 

7il  per  cent. 
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Mahogany,  per  cubic  foot  -       -        -        -     12 

Tin  plates  per  box  of  lOOsqture  feet        -    1  50 

Woods  for  dyiog — 
Brazil,  Braziletto,  Camwood,  per  ten    -    6  00 
Fustic,  logwood,  per  ton        -       -        -     3  00 
Nicaragua,  per  ton        -        •  -    8  00 

Wire  brass,  ad  valorem,  22  per  cent. 

4.  The  following  articles,  heretofore  suhieet  to 
an  ad  valorem  duty,  are  charged  with  n  spe^o 
duty,  to  wit : 

Iron;  in  bars  or  bolts,  per  cwU  75  mad  150  cents. 

5.  The  following  articles,  heretofoee  aobieet  to 
qiecific  duties,  are  charged  with  duties  mi  vak> 
rem ;  because  the  product  of  the  specific  dubci 
has  been  so  inconsiderable  as  to  render  it  useJen 
to  distinguish  them  from  the  mass  of  articlti 
charged  with  duties  ad  valorem,  to  wit: 

Woollen  or  cotton  cards,  former  dotjr  per 

dozen  -       •*       -       •       -       -        -S050 

Glauber  salts,  former  duty  per  cwt.        •  2  00 

Hair  powder  former  duty  per  lb.    -        -  04 

Lime^  former  duty  per  cask  of  60  gallons  SO 

Malt,  former  duty  per  bushel  -       -       -  10 

Ochre,  jelloWj  dry,  former  duty  per  Ik  01 

Ochre,  in  oil,  former  duty  per  lb     -       -  01^ 
Pewter,  plates  and  dishes,  fcnrmer  duty 

per  lb.-        -       -        -        -       -       .  04 

Starch,  former  duty  per  lb.     -       -       -  03 

Spanish  brown,  former  duty  per  lb.       -  01 

dtticksilver,  former  duty  per  ib.      •       -  06 


3.  TTie  meant  of  ei^reit^  ihe 

The  means  of  enforcing  the  ooUection  of  the 
duties  on  imports,  or,- in  other  words,  the  oaeaas 
of  preventing  or  detecting  frauds  upon  the  reve- 
nue, require  a  prompt,  energetic,  and  steady  at- 
tention. The  remedies  to  be  provided  for  the 
existing  defecu  should  be  particuiariy  applied: 
Ist.  To  guard  against  smuggling,  bjr  the  clandes- 
tine introduction  of  merchandise,  without  report, 
entry,  or  permit;  3d.  To  guard  against  smug* 
giing,  in  the  case  of  duties  ad  valorem,  byr  /raad- 
ulent  entries  of  merchandise  upon  fictitious  ia* 
voices;  3d.  To  guard  asainat  smugglings  in  tk« 
ease  of  specific  duties,  by  frauduleui  enuies  of 
merchandise  upon  false  sutementaof  theweight, 
or  the  measure;  and,  4th.  To  guard  against 
smuggling,  by  clandestinely  relanding  merchan- 
dise exported  with  the  benefit  of  drawback,  or  hf 
fraudulently  obtaining  debentures  for  duties  on 
merchandise  exported  in  cases  that  are  not  enti* 
tied  to  the  ben^t.  The  details  necessary  to^ive 
effect  to  a  system  embracing  these  objects  mast 
unavoidably  be  postponed  until  the  sense  of  Coa- 
gtess  shall  be  asceruined ;  but  it  ib  proper,  nt 
this  time,  to  bring  distinctly  into  view  the  essen- 
tial features  of  the  system.  In  addition,  there- 
fore,  to  the  provisions  contained  in  the  laws 
which  now  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  aod  tonnage,  the  following  propositioai 
are  respectfully  suggested : 

1.  Tbat  a  competent  judicial  authority  be  pro- 
vided to  t^e  cognisance  of  all  suits,  proscen- 
tionsL  informations,  and  libels^  for  debts,  fises, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures,  arising  and  accruing 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  States;  apcovisr 
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ion  resdered  iadkipeiiBaWe  by  late  dteisions  of 
some  of  the  State  eoarte  deeliDing  suoh  eogni- 
zaoee,  in  certain  cases. 

2.  That  a  more  competent  pro?ision  be  made 
for  the  employment  of  eostom^hoose  offieeis,  cot- 
ters, and  barges. 

S.  That  an  adequate  fond  be  created  and  set 
apart  for  the  creation  of  custom-houses,  ware- 
houses, and  stores,  at  the  principal  ports  of  entry; 
a  fund  to  be  created,  flrst^  b^  retamine  an  addi- 
tional amount  of  the  duties,  in  cases  of  exporta- 
tion for  the  benefit  of  drawback ;  and,  secondly, 
by  imposing  a  small  duty,  to  be  called  ^  ware- 
house money,"  upon  e?ery  permit  for  uttlaiting 
merchandise. 

4.  That  provision  be  made  to  cnfbree  more 
effectually  the  duty  of  reporting  and  entering 
vessels,  and  exhibiting  manifests  of  tbetr  car- 
goes, upon  their  arrival  in  any  port  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  to  abolish  the  privilege  of  mak- 
ing port  entries. 

5.  That  provision  be  made  to  guard  more  effec- 
tually against  imposition,  under  pretence  that 
vessels  arrive  in  distress,  that  goods  are  damaged, 
and  that  invoices  are  jost. 

6.  That  provision  be  made  to  plaoe  all  the 
avenues  to  tbe  cargoes  of  the  vessels,  before  unla- 
ding, under  the  seal  of  the  custom-nouse,  and  to 
keep  the  same  more  effectually  in  iIm  ehacga  of 
the  inspectors  while  unlading. 

7.  That  provision  he  made  that  all  invoices 
upon  which  entries  may  be  effected,  shall  be  en- 
dorsed by  the  American  Consul,  by  a  notary 
public,  or  by  some  other  trustworthy  agent  or 
officer,  to  be  designated,  by  law,  at  the  place  of 
exportation,  certifying  the  merchandise  to  be 
priced  <*at  the  then  current  market  price;'' that 
entries  shall  only  be  permitted  upon  invoices  so 
endorsed  ;  and  that  the  invoices  shall  be  conspic- 
uously stamped  with  the  seal  of  the  custom- 
bouse  at  the  time  of  entry. 

8.  That  provision  be  madeauthorizing  the  col- 
lectors, in  all  easea  of  aospieioo,  to  add  to  tbe 
invoice  price  of  the  mercnandise  tea  per  eaat. 
beyond  the  addition  now  prescribed ;  and,  if  the 
importer  refuse  to  pay  duties  on  that  mnount, 
iben  either  to  take  the  merchandise  on  aceoont 
of  the  Uniled  Stales,  at  tbe  additional  price,  or 
to  permit  an  entry  upon  the  original  invoice. 

9.  That  provision  oe  made  that  In  all  cases  the 
cnstom-house  offieers«iiall  send  merchandise  im- 
ported to  the  public  stores  for  examination ;  and 
that  they  shall  be  there  compared  with  the  in- 
voice, Identified  as  to  the  kind  and  quality,  ascer- 
tained as  to  the  weight  and  measure,  and  esti- 
mated as  to  the  value. 

10.  That  provision  be  made  requiring  from  tbe 
person  who  offers  to  enter  merchandise,  a  declar- 
ation whether  he  acts  as  owner,  consignee,  or 
agent,  and  whether  he  has  been  instructed,  after 
entry,  to  hold  the  merchandise  to  the  order  of 
the  shipper;  in  which  last  mentiooed  case,  the 
collector  may  be  authorized  to  suspend  the  entry, 
until  the  shipper,  or  the  person  having  an  order 
from  him,  appears  to  make  it. 

U.  That  provision  be  made  requirii^  the  seal 


of  the  costom-house  to  be  stamped  upon  all  tha 
original  paclcages,  dbc,  of  merchandise  entered 
for  exportation,  with  the  benefit  of  drawback, 
which  shall  remain  entire  at  the  time  of  expoi^ 
tation,  and  which  shall  be  certified  by  the  Con- 
sul, or  other  proper  person,  to  remain  entire  at 
the  foreign  place  of  landing,  in  order  to  disclMrga 
the  debenture  bond. 

12.  That  provision  be  made  more  effectually 
to  secure  the  revenue  from  fraud  and  imposition, 
in  the  transportation  of  merchandise  from  dia* 
trict  to  district,  and  generally  in  carrying  on  the 
coasting  trade. 

13.  That  provision  be  made  more  effectually 
to  secure  the  revenue  from  fraud  and  ^mpositioiii 
in  making  out  invoices  in  the  money  or  foreign 
countries,  particularly  of  such  cpuntries  as  eni« 
ploy  a  paper  currency. 

But,  while  these  suggestions  are  offered  to 
guard  the  collection  of  tbe  revenue,  and  to  secora 
to  the  manufacturer  the  full  benefit  of  the  pro^ 
tecting  duties,  it  must  be  recollected  that  there 
are  some  provisions  in  the  existing  laws  whieb 
require  to  be  modified  in  behalf  of  the  merchant. 
For  instance : 

1.  The  time  allowed  by  law  to  complete  tbe 
export  entries,  for  tbe  bmefit  ef  dnwback.  is 
only  ten  days :  and,  if  not  completed  within  that 
time,  tbe  whole  amoont  of  the  drawback  is  for- 
feited. The  period  should  be  extended,  and  the 
penalty  for  non-compliance  should  be  reiduced. 

2.  The  right  to  export  merchandise,  with  the 
benefit  of  drawback,  ceases  at  the  expiration  of  a 
year.  The  period  might,  without  injury  to  the 
revenue,  be  enlarged. 

3.  The  period  allowed  for  making  a  return  of 
damaged  goodj,  with  a  view  to  a  correspondent 
abatement  of  the  duties,  is  limited  to  ten  days; 
and  the  importer  is  sometimes  cbaiged  witb  the 
whole  duties  on  perishable  articles,  under  the 
present  restrictions,  after  the  articles  have  per* 
ished,  or  are  greatly  decayed.  A  discretion  ehonld 
be  confided  to  the  profier  officer,  to  laake  a  proper 
abatement  of  the  duties  in  both  cases,  upon  sat- 
isfactory proof  of  tbeir  exieteaee. 

III.  A  general  tariff  propoBtd  for  the  ccftrnderor 

turn  of  Congre$8» 

Upon  the  pdiej  and  principles  whicb  have 
been  stated,  the  following  tariff)  in  reference  to 
duties,  drawbacks,  and  bounties,  has  been  formed: 

TAniFF. 

1st.  A  eehedide  of  the  articles  to  be  imported  into 
the  United  Statee  free  ^  duty. 
All  articles  imported  for  the  use  of  the  United 
Slates ;  philosophical  apparatus,  instruments,  or 
books,  specially  imported  for  the  use  of  any  in- 
corporated society,  for  philosophical  or  literary 
purposes,  and  for  the  use  of  any  seminary  o£ 
learning ;  specimens  in  natural  history,  mineral- 
offy,  botany,  and  anatomical  preparations,  modefei 
of  machinery,  and  other  inventions;  wearing 
apparel,  and  other  personal  baggage  in  actual 
use ;  and  the  implements,  or  tools  of  trade,  of 
persons  arriving  io  tha  United  Stales  $  regulus 
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of  antimony  ;  bnrk  of  the  cork  tree  nnmanuftc- 
tared;  animals  imported  for  breed;  barr  stones, 
UBwroueht;  ballion;  clay,  un wrought;  copper 
iaportea  in  any  shape  for  the  use  of  the  Mint; 
copfSer  and  brass,  in  pigs  or  bars ;  tin,  in  pigs  or 
bars ;  old  copper  and  brass,  and  old  pewter;  furs, 
undressed,  of  all  kinds;  raw  hides  and  skins; 
lapis  calaminaris ;  plaster  of  Paris;  rags,  of  an? 
kind  of  cloth ;  wool,  and  wood,  unman  ufacturea, 
except  mahogany ^nd  dye-wood;  zinc,  tutenague, 
or  spelter ;  olive  oil,  in  casks,  to  be  used  in  man- 
ofactures. 

2i.  A  9dheduU  of  arHcUa  to  he  charged  mih 

duties  ad  valorem. 

At  eehen  and  a  half  per  cetitttni.— Dying  drugs, 
and  materials  for  composing  them,  not  subject  to 
other  rates  of  duty ;  sum  arable ;  gum  Senegal. 

Jewelry;  gold  ana  silver  watches  and  docks, 
or  parts  of  either,  and  of  the  frames  of  clock?,  of 
Whatever  materials  made;  gold  and  silver  lace; 
embroidery  and  epaulettes;  precious  stones,  and 
pearls  of  all  kinds,  set  or  not  set;  Bristol  stones 
or  paste  work;'  and  all  articles  composed  chiefly 
of  gold,  silver^  pearl,  and  precious  stones. 
Laces  of  thread,  silk,  or  cotton. 
At  Jifteen  per  cenXtifn.— All  articles  not  free, 
and  not  subject  to  any  other  rate  of  duty. 

At  twenty  per  cenlum.— Linens  of  all  descrip- 
tions, linen  cambrics,  lawns;  hempen  cloth,  satl- 
cioth,  Russian  and  German  linens ;  stockings  and 
gloves  of  thread  or  silk ;  silks,  satins,  and  all  ar- 
ticles of  which  silk  is  the  material  of  chief  value. 
At  twenty-two  per  centum.-^ Ail  articles  manu- 
factured from  brass,  copper,  iron,  steel,  pewter, 
lead  or  tin,  or  of  which  these  metals,  or  either 
of  theni,  is  the  materialof  chief  value;  brass  and 
iron  wire;  cutlery^  pins,  needles,  buttons,  and 
buckles  of  all  kinds;  gilt,  plated,  and  Japanned 
wares  of  all  kinds ;  cannon,  musltets,  nre  arms, 
and  side  arms. 

At  twaity-eight  per  cenltiffi.— Woollen  manu- 
factures of  all  descriptions,  and  of  which  wool  is 
the  material  of  chief  value. 

At  thirty  par  cenlttfii.— China  ware,  earthen 
ware,  stone  war&  porcelain  and  glass  manufac- 
ture; bonnets  and  caps  for  women,  fans,  feathers, 
ornaments  for  head  dresses,  artificial  flowers,  mil- 
linery of  all  sorts ;  hats  or  caps  of  wool,  fur,  leather, 
ohip,  straw,  or  silk;  cosmetics,  washes,  balsams, 
perfumes;  painted  floorcloths,  mats  of  grass  or 
fl«gsj  salad  oils,  pickles,  capers,  olives,  mustard, 
comfits  or  sweetmeats  preserved  in  sugar  or 
brandy,  wafers. 

At  thuffhthree  and  one-third  per  cen<iim.-*Cot- 
ton  manufactures  of  all  descriptions,  or  of  which 
eotton  is  the  material  of  chief  value;  provided 
that  all  cotton  cloths,  or  cloths  of  which  cotton  is 
the  chief  material  of  value,  {excepting  nankeens 
imported  directly  from  China,)  the  original  cost 
of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported,  shall  be 
Itts  than  twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  shall 
be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost  twenty-five 
cents  p«r  square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with 
duty  accordingly. 
At  thirty-five  per  csntuiik-^Cabinet  wares,  and  I 


all  manufactures  of  wood ;  carriagea  of  all  desenp- 
tions,  and  parts  thereof;  leather,  and  all  manu- 
factures of  leather,  or  of  which  leather  is  tlie  ma- 
terial of  chief  value;  saddles,  bridle^  Jiamess; 
paper  of  every  description ;  paper  hangiagi^  blank 
books,  pasteboard,  parchment,  Tdlnm,  printed 
books,  brushes,  canes,  walking  sticks,  whips ;  print- 
ing types ;  clothing  ready  made. 

3d.  A  echedttk  qfarttdee  to  be  charged  wUke^- 

cific  duties. 

Ale,  beer,  and  porter,  bottlei,  per  gaL      -        -  fO  SO 

imported  otherwise  than  in  bottlea,  per  gaL       10 

Ainm,  per  (CwL      -       -       -       •        .        -SOO 

Almonds  per  lb.     -       -        .        .        .         .         3 

Bottles,  black  glsss  qnsit,  per  gross  -         -    l  44 

Boots,  per  pair       ....        .         .    ^^ 

Bristles,  per  lb.       ---...         3 
Playing  cards,  per  pack  -        .        .        .        .       ae 

Cables  and  cordage,  tarred,  per  lb.  -         .        .         3 
Cables   nntarred,  yam%   twine,  pack-tbraad, 

seines^'  per  lb.-       •        -        ...        .         4 

Candles  of  tallow,  per  lb.        -        •        .        •  3 

Candlesof  wazor  roennaoeti,  per  lb.      .        .  4 

Chinese  cassia,  per  lb.    -        •        .        •       .  5 

Cinnamon,  per  lb.          -       -        ...  35 

Cloves,  per  lb ^5 

Cheese^  per  lb.  ---...  9 
Chooolate,  per  lb.  --••..  9 
Cocoa,  per  lb.  ---...  5 
Coal,  per  bushel  --•-..  g 
Coppms,  per  cwt  -  .  -  .  .  1  60 
Copper,  in  sheets,  rods,  bolts,  or  naib,  composi- 
tion spikes,  bolts,  or  nails,  per  lb.  •  -  4 
Cofiee,  per  lb 5 

Cotton,  per  lb.        -•>...         3 

Cnrrant%  perlb.-        -        -        .        .        .         3 

Figa,  per  lb.  -        -\.        .        •        .        .  3 

Fudi,  foreign  canght,  per  qointal     -        .        -    1  00 

mackerel,  per  liL        -       -        -        .        .    l  50 

salmon,  per  bU.  •••        >        .         .aoo 

all  other  pickled,  per  bU.     -        -        -        •     I  00 

Glass,  window,  not  sbo?e  8  by  10  in.  per  100 

sq.  ft. s  60 

not  above  10  by  IS  inches,  per  100  sq.  ft.    •    S  75 

above  10  by  IS,  per  100  sq.  ft.     -        -        -    3  26 

Glne,  perlb.-        ----••  6 

Gunpowder,  perlb.-----  6 

Hemp,  per  cwt.      -  •        -        -160 

Iron,  in  ban^  or  bolts,  excepting  roUed  iron,  per 

cwt.       .......0  75 

in  sheets,  rods,  or  hoops,  rolled  iron  in.  bars, 
or  bolt%  and  anchors,  per  cwt.  -        .        -    1  50 
Indigo,  per  lb.        --....        15 

Lead,  in  pi^  bars  or  aheets»  per  lb.         -       -  1 

red  or  white,  dry  or  gronnd  in  oil,  per  lb.    -  8 

Mahogany,  per  cobic  ft. IZ 

Mace,  per  lb. 100 

Molaases,  per  gal.  ....••  6 

Nails,  per  lb.-       -        -        -        .       .        •  3 

Nutmegs,  per  lb. .60 

Pepper,  per  lb.        ••-..•  8 

Pimento,  perlb.-        -        •    "^  •        -        -         6 
Plums  and  prunes,  per  lb.       ....         3 

Raisins  in  jars  and  boxes,  and  muscatel,  per  lb.         3 
all  other,  per  lb.  -        .....         3 

Salt,  per  bnshel  of  50  lbs SO 

Steel,  per  cwt 100 

Began,  perM 350 
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43 
48 

67 
70 
40 

ao 

20 

3 
8 

H 

4 

9 
18 
13 
13 

1 

10 
26 
60 
40 


Sjnritf  from  grain,  to  wit: 
lat  prooi;  per  gal.        -        •  •  $0  43 

2d  proo(  per  gtl 46 

3d  proof,  per  gid.         .....        48 

4th  proof,  per  giL 63 

6tli  proo(  per  gtl.        .....        60 

above  6tli  proof  per  gtl.       ....        76 

From  other  materitle,  to  wit: 

let  end  3d  proo(  per  gtl.    •        •        •        . 

ad  proo^  per  gtl. 

4th  proof,  per  gtL 

6th  proof,  per  gtL       .        •        .        •       • 

above  6th  poo£  per  gtl 

Shoce  and  shppen  of  aUlkt  per  pair  .        •       •> 

of  leather,  per  pair 

tm  children,  per  pair  ..... 
Spiket,  per  lb.       •       -       .       • 

Boap,  per  lb..- 

8ii|^,  brown,  per  lb.      ..... 

white  dajed,  or  powdered,  per  lb. 

lump,  per  lb 

loaf,  per  lb. 

candy,  per  lb.     ...... 

8nnll(perlb.         ...... 

Tallow,  per  lb. 

Tea,  from  China  direct,  to  wit : 

Bohea,perlb.     •...•• 

'  Souchong,  and  other  black,  pair  lb. 

Imperial,  gnnpowder,  and  gomee,  per  lb. 

Hyion  and  yonng  hjaon,  per  lb.  - 

Hyion  iktn,  and  other  greeny  per  lb.   - 

From  any  odier  place  to  wit : 

Bohea,  per  lb.     -....-        14 

Sonchong,  and  other  black,  per  lb.       -       •34 

Imperial,  gunpowder,  and  gomee,  per  lb.      -        68 

Hyeon  and  yonng  hyion,  per  lb.  •       -       -        66 

Hyion  ikin,  and  other  green,  per  lb.    -  38 

Tin  platei,  per  box  of  100  e^aie  feet     -       -    1  60 

Tobacco,  manoftetiued,  other  than  inQir  and 

eegan,  per  lb.  -       .....        lo 
Woode,  dying,  vix : 
Bmil  wood,  brazilletto,  red  wood,  or  camwood, 

perton-       -       -       •        .        •       .600 
Fnatic  and  logwood,  per  ton  -       •       -       -    8  00 

Niearagna,  per  ton 8  00 

Whiting  per  lb 1 

Umbreliaa  or  paraoole  of  eilk,  each  -        -        •    3  00 

of  other  fflateriale,  each  -  -    1  00 

Framea  or  aticke  Ibr  ombrellaa  or  paraioli,  eadh        76 

Wine,  to  wit: 

Malmaey  Madeira,  and  London  particnlar, 

per  gal.    ...  ---lOO 

other  Madeira,  per  gal.        ....        80 

Bnifnndf,  Champagne,  Rheniah  and  Teki^ 

per  gal.  -  -        -        .      ;•        76 

Slierry  and  St.  Locar,  per  gal.    -       -        *        60 
Clare(  and  other  winee  not  ennmerated»  when 
imported  in  bottlee  or  caaee,  per  gal.  70 

Liibon,  Oporto,  and  other  winea  of  Portag^ 

tnd  Sicily,  per  gtl.  ....        60 

Teneriib,  Fayal,  and  other  winee  of  the  weetem 

iaiandi,  per  gal.       .....       40 

All  other  winee  when  imported  otherwiae  than 

in  eaae  and  bottle,  per  gaL       ...       36 

There  shill  be  charged  an  additional  daty  of 
twelire  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  aH  gooda  im- 
ported in  Tessels  not  of  the  united  States,  with 
the  ezceptioii  of  goods  imported  in  foreign  ▼ea-  i 


sets,  which  are  speeialiy  entitled  by  treaty,  or  acta 
of  Congress,  to  be  entered  apon  payment  of  the 
domestic  daty. 

The  additional  alien  duty  of  twelve  and  a  half 
per  cent,  shall  not  be  the  aabject  of  drawback  in 
cases  of  exportation. 

Ibnnage  duty  and  light  money. 

Ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
entered  from  any  foreign  port  or 
place,  or  carrying  goods  from  one  dis- 
trict to  another  district,  shall  pay  per 

ton -6  cents. 

Ships  or  vessels  bailt  within  the  United . 
States,  but  belonging  wholly  or  in 
part  to  the  subjects  of  foreign  rowers, 
entering  from  a  foreign  port  or  place, 
shall  pay  per  ton      -       -       -       -  30      **    , 
Ships  or  vessels,  of  every  other  descrip- 
tion, entering  from  a  loreign  place  or 
port,  or  carrying  goods  from  one  dis- 
trict to  another  within  the  United 
States,  shall  pay  per  ton  -       -       -  50     << 
Ships  Of  vessels  not  of  the  United  States, 
or  not  wholly  owned  by  American 
citizens,  entering  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  shall  pay  for  "light 
money"  per  ton       -       -       -       -  50      " 
But  tne  additional  doty  upon  tonnage,  and  tb  e 
light  money  imposed  upon  foreign  vessels,  are  not 
to  be  exacted  in  the  ease  of  foreign  vessels  spe- 
cially entitled  by  treaty  or  acts  of  Congress  to  an 
entry  upon  domestic  duties  and  charges  only. 

Warehcme  money. 

To  constitute  a  fond  for  erecting  and  maintain- 
ing custom-bouses,  warehouses,  and  stores, 

1.  There  should  be  paid  for  every  permit  to 
unlade  goods,  twenty-five  cents. 

2.  There  snail  be  reuined  upon  the  amount  of 
the  duties  of  goods  exported,  for  the  benefit  of 
drawbacks,  (except  spirits,)  five  per  cent. 

3w  There  shall  be  retained  in  the  case  of  spirits 
exported,  for  the  benefit  of  drawback,  two  cents 
per  gallon^  and  also  three  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  the  duties. 

A  separate  account  shall  be  kept  at  the  custom* 
house  of  the  money  eoUected  for  this  fund ;  and 
the  amount  shall  be  expended,  from  time  to  time, 
under  such  directions  as  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  approve  and  authorize. 

Drawbaeke  and  bounhee. 

There  shall  be  allowed  a  drawback  of  the  du- 
ties on  goods  imported  into  the  United  States,  if 
the  g[0ods  be  exported  within  twelve  months  after 
the  time  of  importation,  subject  to  the  foUowiag 
exceptions  and  provisions: 

1.  There  shall  not  be  an  allowance  of  draw- 
back in  the  case  of  goods  imported  in  foreign  ves-  • 
sels  from  any  of  the  dominions  or  colonies  of  any 
foreign  Power  to  which  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States  are  not  permitted  to  trade. 

2.  There  shalUiot  be  an  allowance  of  drawback 
for  the  additional  duty  of  twelve  and  a  half  per 
cent,  imposed  on  gooqs  imported  in  vessels  not 
oftheUiilted  States. 
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3.  There  shall  not  be  tQ  allowance  of  drawback 
in  the  case  of  foreign  dried  and  picUed  fish  and 
other  salted  provisions,  fish  oil,  or  playing  cards. 

4.  There  shall  be  retained  upon  the  amount  of 
the  duties  of  goods  exported  for  the  benefit  of 
drawback,  (except  spirits,)  fire  per  cenu 

5.  There  shall  be  retained  in  the  ease  of  spiriu 
exported,  for  the  benefit  of  drawback,  two  cents 
per  gallon^  and  also  three  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  the  duties. 

6.  The  present  bounties, allowances,  and  draw- 
backs, shall  be  continued  in  the  case  of  exporting 
pickled  fish,  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States ; 
m  the  case  of  American  vessels  employed  in  the 
fisheries ;  and  in  the  case  of  exporting  sugar  re- 
fined within  the  United  States. 

These  provisions  respecting  drawbacks  must, 
however,  be  conformed  to  the  privileges  specially 
allowed  to  foreigners  by  treaty,  or  by  acts  of  Con- 
gress. 

It  only  remains,  in  the  performance  of  the  task 


prescribed  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
give  a  succinct  statement  of  the  profaabie  produet 
of  the  duties  upon  imports,  accoraiog  to  &e  pro- 
posed tarifi*. 

The  annual  produet  of  the  single  daties  iua  been 

estimated  at  $12,000,000j  and  of  ikis  sana,  the 

specific  duties  produced  about         •  IprjNO^OOO 

The  duties  ad  vcaanm  predue^i  aliaiit    4jMQgQ00 


But  the  amount  proposed  to  be  raised 


Ifl^OOQ^OOO 


by  the  new  unfi*  being  • 


-  17,000,000 


Such  additions  must  be  made  to  the 


old  tariff  as  will  produce 


.»5,OOQ»OOI 


The  additions  to  the  old  uriff  are  made,  first 
upon  the  specific  duties ;  and,  secondly,  opoa  the 
duties  ad  valorem;  and  the  estimated  amoont  of 
the  additions  may  be  thus  stated  : 


F%nL    Of  the  addUunu  to  the  epedfc  duties. 


Principal  articles. 


Cofie       .       .       .       . 

Hemp  •  •  .  • 
Pepper  •  •  •  - 
Spirits  .  .  •  • 
Sugar,  whits^  dayed,  dec  - 
Teas  .  .  .  • 
Wines  -  -  .  - 
Sundry  •mall  articles 
Total  additional  ambunt  es- 

timatad  to  be  derived  ftom 

specific  duties 


•^Ma 


Former  duty. 


6  cents 
100  cents 
6  cents 
Soadiy  rates 
8  cants 
Sundry  rates 
Sundry  rates 


■»^ 


Proposed  duty. 


6  cents 

150  cents  .       .       •        .       . 

8  cents 

Avenge  increase  of  fiO  per  cent. 
4  cents  -  -  -  -  - 
Average  iacreaae  of  33)  per  eeat 
Average  increase  ef  00  per  eem. 


Poimer  avei^ 
ageprednct. 


[Eftinat' 


t627,000 
108^000 

1,093,000 
190,000 
700y0OO 
000,000 


t'dpio- 
dactorMidi- 


MMioe 

18,001 

90QfiO$ 

OOjOM 


60,000 


■ 


#1,000»000 


SeeoKuL    (^  Oe  additions  io  the  duties  ad  vaiafem. 


Piinotpal  articles. 


All  articles  not  free  and  not  sulyected  to 
any  other  rate  of  duty  .        .        .        - 

Linen,  hempen  etoths,  silks,  satlna  - 

Haidwaie,  cutleiy,  arms,  and  manafcc- 
tures  of  netab 

WooUene    ^  •       -       •       •.     - 

Cottons  -        •        -       •        - '     - 

Porcelain,  earthenware,  hats,  bonneta,  per^ 
fnmeiy,  floor  clothsi  pickles,  comfits     - 

Glass,  other  than  window  glass 

Brushes,  canes,  whips,  clothing  ready 
made  •--.... 

Paper,  cabinet  wares,  leather  and  its  man- 
ufactures      

Carriages 


Fooaer  rate  of 
dnty. 


ISi  per  oflit 
l%i  per  osnt 

ISi  and  10  per  ct 
ISi  per  cent. 
13i  per  cent. 

15  per  eent. 
SO  per  cent 

12i  per  cent, 

15  per  cent. 
ISO  per  cent. 


Proposed  rate  of 
duly. 


l^Tt 


15  percent 
30  per  cent 

33  percent. 
SO  per  cent 
83|  per  cent 

30  per  cent 
80  per  eent 

35  per  cent 

35  per  cent 

36  per  cent 


temer 


SO  per  cent 


40}  and  79  per 
ISipsrcsnt 
I0<^  per  cent. 


100 

60  per  cent. 

180  per  cent 

139i  per  cent 
76  per  cent 
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Report  on  the  Public  Debt. 


It  IS  oot  prBetieaUe  to  ftseertata  the  ftmooot  of 
rerenae  heretofore  produced  by  each  of  the  classes 
of  goods  specified  io  the  last  table;  but  it  is  suffi- 
eiendy  koown  that  some  of  them  produced  liule. 
while  the  product  of  others  was  proportiooably 
P^reat.  Takiag  the  whole,  however,  together,  it 
18  estimated  that  the  proposed  increase  of  duty  is 
equal  to  one  huodre/per  ceot.  upoo  the  aggregate 
amount  of  the  former  ad  valorem  duties.  But 
the  effects  to  be  expected  from  the  increased  du- 
ties 00  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  from  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  alien  duties  under  treatiesor  acts  of 
Congress,  and  from  ottjcr  considerations  ioToWed 
in  the  new  system,  will  not  permit  a  higher  esti^ 
mate  of  the  aggregate  product  of  the  increased 
rates  of  the  ad  valorem  duties  than  the  rate  of 
seTenty-fife  or  eighty  per  cent,  upon  tjhe  former 
product. 


Assuming,  then^  an  adranee  of  eighty  per  cent 
upon  $4,800,000,  (the  aggregate  product  of  the 
ddties  ad  valorem,  as  above  stated,)  the  sum 
will  be        -        -        -        -        -       -$3,840,000 

And  adding  to  this  sum  the  amount 
produced  as  above  stated  by  the  in- 
crease of  the  specific  duties     -       •    1,200,000 

There  will  be  produced,  to  complete 
the  amount  of  additional  revenue 
required,  a  sum  of  -       «      -       -  $5,040,000 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 

Secretary  of  the  Tretuwry. 
Treabdrt  Dbpabtmemt, 

February  12, 1816. 

[The  tabnlar  statements  are  omitted.] 


PUBLIC  DEBT. 

\ 

[cOMMtlHICATBD  TO  THB  HOUSB,  MARCH  8,  1816.] 

TreoMury  Department,  February  2%  1816. 
la  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the*  12th  of  February,  1816,  inquiring  "what  additions,  if  any, 
have  been  inade  to  the  funded  public  debt,  and  to  the  floating  public  debt,  since  the  30ih  day  of 
September  last"  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives the  following  report : 

L  That,  by  the  annual  report  upon  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  presented  on  the  6tli 
llecember,  1816,  it  appears  that  the  balance  of  the  whole  of  the  public  funded  debt,  contracted 
before  the  war,  amounted,  on  the  30tb  of  September,  1815,  to  the  sum  of   -       -  »39,135,484  96 

That,  on  the  Isi  of  January,  1816,  there  was  reimbursed  of  the  principal  of  that  debt 

(besides  the  payment  of  the  interest)  the  sum  of        ...•.-        799,652  38 

And  that,  at  this  time,  the  balance  of  the  whole  of  the  public  debt  contracted  before 

the  war  amounts  to  the  sum  of .    38,335,832  58 

II.  That,  by  the  annual  report,  it  also  appears,  that  the  estimated  amount  of  the 
whole  of  funded  public  debt,  in  reference  to  the  late  war,  was,  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember,  1815,  the  sum  of '.'.        .       .  ftft2.i44  07a  fM 

That,  to  this  Rmoun^  there  have  been  added  the  following  items,  since  the  30th  ;^^***»'''*  ^ 
September,  1815:  *         ^  \ 

1.  In  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  at  the  rate  of  $100  in  stock  for  980  in  money,  to 
pay  the  city  of  Charleston,  according  to  the  contract,  for  a  loan  made  during  the 
iate  war      •---•---...     A204R9b  q9 

a.  In  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  in  lieu  of  Treasury  notes  funded  at      ^^'°°''  ^ 
ninety-five  per  ecnt.,  and  which  so  far  operates  to  reduce  the 
anaount  of  the  floating  debt  due  on  the  30th  of  September,  1815      2^806.954  21 

3.  In  six  per  cent,  stock,  in  lieo  of  Treasury  notes  funded  at  par,  and  '^"'^^  '^^ 
which  so  far  operates  to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  floating  debt 

due  on  the  30th  September.  1815         .       -       .       -       .       .  O0fi7  00 

4.  In  seven  per  cent  stock,  in  lieu  of  small  treasury  notes  funded  at 

par,  estimated  at         ..-...,..      2fi\bfni  Oa 

Amooot  of  the  additioD,  noce  the  30(b  of  September,  1816,  to  the  pablie  fnoded  debt 

cootraeied  fn  refereace  to  (he  war       -       -       .       .       .    '^ .       .       .     -.     522977344 

BstimMed  amount  of  the  whole  of  the  pablie  funded  debt  on  the  13th  of  Febrmrv; 

1816,  contracted  m  reference  to  the  late  war       -       t       -       .       .       .       .  MS  374  76*  94 

HI.  That  by  the  annual  report  it  also  appears  that  the  amount  of  the  floating  pablie 
debt  on  the  30ih  of  September,  1815,  was    -       -       -       .  ««  t-g  puwic 

I4th  Con.  Ist  Sasi.— 64  »17,355,101  00 


t 
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1^^— ■   i^i.-.i  ..■..■■  I  ■  ■■»»  ■■■■^^■^^       ri 


To  this  sam  there  have  been  added,  between  the  30tb  of  September,  1815,  and  IMi 
of  February,  1816,  the  foUowing  items : 

1.  There  have  been  issoed  and  reissaed  small  Treasury  notes,  amoonting,  as  is  esti- 
mated, to  the  sum  of-       -       -       - $3,471,537  00 

3.  There  nare  been  issued  Treasury  notes  bearing  interest  at  five  and' 
two-fifths  per  cent^  the  sum  of 2,704,600  00 

6,176,137  00 

3.  There  have  been  obtained  temporary  loans  from  sundry  banks  in  the  Distriet  of 
Columbia,  under  the  act  of  the  13th  of  February,  1815,  providing  for  the  recon- 
struction of  the  piAlic  buildings  at  Washington  --....-  100,000  00 

1123,631,238  00 

But  the  floating  debt  has  been  diminished  during  the  same  period  in  the  following 
manner : 

1.  By  the  subscription  of  Treasury  notes  to  the  six  per  cent,  loan,  as  above  stated,  at 

the  rate  of  $100  in  stock  for  $95  in  principal  and  interest  of  Treasury  notes. 
Stock  having  been  issued  to  the  amount  of  |^,206;955  21,  produced  a  reimburse- 
ment of  Treasury  notes  amounting  to  -       -       -'      -       -        -  $2,006,607  53 
But  of  this  sum  there  was  included  an  estimate,  in  the  sum  of  $4,315,- 
000,  stated  as  thus  reimbursed  in  the  annual  report,  the  sum  of 
$1,153,412  94,  contracts  for  sundry  sums  nneertaia  in  their  amount 
having  been  made,  but  not  completed  at  that  time,  and  whichj 
therefore,  is  now  deducted  ----.---      1,153,412  94 

$943,194  59 

2.  By  funding  Treaaary  notes  at  par  for  six  per  cent,  stock,  as  above 

stated $2^057  00 

3.  By  funding  small  Treasury  notes  for  seven  per  cent*  stock,  as 

above  slated 2,815^871  00 

4»  By  the  payment  in  Treasury  notes  of  duties  and  uxes,  esti- 
mated to  have  amounted,  in  Treasury  notes  bearing  interest,  to 
the  sum  of $2^,000 

In  small  Treasury  notes,  to  the  sum  of     •       -       -  50,000 

2,700^000  00 

5.  By  the  repayment  of  temporary  loans,  viz :  To  the  Bank  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina 50,000 

To  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York       ....     200,000 

: —        250,000  00 

6,711,122  59 

^^^— '^^^^^■^■^^■^■^^^■■^. 

Estimated  amount  of  the  whole  of  the  floating  debt,  on  the  12th  of  February,  1816    $16,920,115  41 


IV.  That,  from  the  preceding  estimates,  it  appears  that,  on  the  18th  of  Feb'y,  1816, 
the  aggregate  amount  of  the  public  debt  was  the  sum  of  $123,630,692  93,  consist- 
ing of  the  following  items : 

1.  Funded  public  debt  before  the  war $38,335,832  58 

2.  Funded  public  debt  contracted  since  the  war -      68,374,744  94 

3.  Floating  public  debt  outotanding 16.920,115  41 

$123,630,692  93 

That  the  aggegate  amount  of  the  public  debt  on  the  30th  September,  1815,  was  the 

sum  of 119,635,558  46 

And  that  the  aggregate  addition  since  30ch  of  September,  1815,  is  -       -       -       -     $3,095,131  47 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  J.  DALLAS,  Secretary  cf  the  TreoMury. 
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PROTBCnON    TO    MANUFA0TUSBH8    OF 
WOOLLEN  FABRICS. 

[Commnnicated  to  the  Honie,  March  6, 1818.]' 

Mr,  Nbwton,  froQi  the  Comniittee  of  Com- 
meree  and  Maoufactupes,  to  which  were  referred 
the  meoiorials  and  petitions  of  the  maottfaotorere 
of  wool,  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  oommiueei  having  given  this  sabjeot  all 
the  consideration  that  its  importance  merits,  beg 
leave  to  present^  with  due  respect  to  the  House, 
the  result  of  their  investigations. 

The  correctness  of  the  following  estimate  the 
committee  are  no  wajr  disposed  to  question : 
AmouBl  ef  cspital  snppoeed 

tobe  lATestad  iabttil4tngs» 

machUieiT,  dee.  ....  91S,000^000 
Value  of  raw  material  eon* 

somed  snnuslljr  •  $7,000,000 

Incresse  of  value  bj  mana- 

liwturing         -        •        •    12,000,000 


Yalne  of  woollen  goods  man- 

ulaetttzed  annusliy 
Number  of  per^  >  constantly 
eons  employed  )  ooeasionslly 


50,000 
50,000 


19,000,000 


100,000 


The  committee  having  in  a  report  presented 
to  the  House  on  the  13th  of  February  last,  on  the 
memorials  and  petitions  of  the  manufacturers  of 
cotton,  expressed  their  opinion  on  the  policy  of 
fostering  manufacturing  establishments,  consider 
themselves  reiievedfrom  the  necessity  of  repeating 
the  same  arguments.  Every  reason  then  urged  for 
sustaining  the  cotton  manufacturiiij^  establish- 
ments applies  with  equal  force  in  favor  of  the 
woollen.  The  committee,  influenced  by  the  same 
reasons,  feel  themselves  bound  to  accord  the  same 
justice  to  the  manufacturers  of  wool. 

The  following  resolution  is,  therefore,  with 
due  respect  submitted  to  the  House  : 

ReMvedi  That,  from  and  after  the  30th  day 
June  next,  in  lieu  of  the  duties  now  authorized 
by  law,  there  be  laid,  levied,  and  collected  on 
woollen  goods  imported  into  the  United  States 
and  Territories  thereof,  from  any  foreign  country 
whatever, per  centum  ad  valorem. 

To  the  kamtrtAle  the  ehairman  and  mumbin  of  ike 
Committoe  qf  Commerie  and  Manufiuiharm. 

Gf  MTLBMBN :  Belog  inA>rmed  that  yon  are  pre- 
paring to  submit  to  Congress  a  report  on  the  sub- 
ject (H  manufactures,  as  connected  with  the  na- 
tional prosperity  of  the  coon  tr^,  we,  the  subscribers, 
respectfully  submit  the  following  remarks  respect- 
ing the  capital  employed  in  the  woollen  busmess 
in  the  United  States,  the  number  of  persons  em- 
ployed, the  quantity  of  wool  consumed,  and  the 
nggresate  amount  of  all  the  woollen  cloth  now 
manufactured. 

At  this  time  there  are  in  the  State  of  Connec* 
ticot  alone  twenty-five  establishments  for  the 
manufacture  of  woollen  cloths,  employing  twelve 
hundred  persons,  and  as  many  more  indirectly 
-mka  do  not  immediately  appertain  to  the  estab- 


lishment. The  capital  already  invested  therein 
amounts  to  feur  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  and  they  are  capable  of  making,  and  prob- 
bly  do  manofaetore  annuallj,  equal  in  amount  to 
three  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  yards  of 
narrow,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand 
yards  or  broadcloths.  Besides  this  quantity  made 
at  the  establishments,  it  is  calculated  there  are  five 
hundred  thonsand  yards  made  ananoally  in  fami* 
lies  and  dressed  In  the  country  clothiers'  shops; 
partof  which  is  regularly  sold  to  thecooatry  stores; 
doing  away,  thus  far,  their  former  practice  of  sup- 
plying themselves  with  British  goods  of  a  similar 
description.  The  value  of  all  the  woollen  clothe 
thus  manufactured,  at  the  lowest  estimate,  is 
about  $1,600,000,  making  a  home  market  for  a 
staple  of  nine  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  wool, 
or  the  produce  of  four  hundred  thousand  sheep. 
With  regard  to  the  whole  quantity  of  woollen 
goods  manufactured  in  the  United  States  we  can- 
not at  present  speak  with  precision ;  but,  from 
the  best  information  obtainea  thece  is  at  this  time 
annually  manufactured  in  all  the  States  to  the 
amount  of  919,000,000,  requiring  a  capital,  in 
buildings  and,  machinery,  of  918,000,000,  and  em- 
ploying fifty  thousand  persons  immediately  in  the 
business,  and  as  many  more  indirectly.  With 
that  encouragement  which  we  deem  it  the  policy 
of  the  Government  tb  bestow  on  this  branch  of 
our  industry,  the  quantity  of  woollens  manufac- 
tured in  this  country  would  be  doubled  in  four 
years,  and  nearly  sufficient  to  supply  the  whole 
demand  of  the  United  States. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  woollen  manu- 
facture is  now  making  a  home  market  for  an 
important  staple  of  our  country,  equal  in  value 
to  $7,000,000 ;  that  the  product  of  its  industry, 
equal  to  $19,000,000,  is  a  great  gain  of  national 
wealth,  in  giving  employment  to  various  kinds 
of  labor,  at  the  same  time  preventing  foreigners 
from  drawing  great  resources  from  us  in  the  sale 
of  theijr  manufactures;  that  it  produces  an  in- 
terest in  the  country  thai,  under  all  circumstances, 
is  an  American  interest;  the  policy  of  giving  it 
the  necessary  support  becomes  obvious  to  every 
unprejudiced  mind.  At  the  same  time  that  it  ie 
aautng  and  encouraging  agrioulture  in  eoBSttming 
her  productions,  it  is  in  no  degree  taking  from 
her  tne  labor  necessary  to  carry  on  her  opcratioM. 
A  great  proportion  of  the  woollen  manttfaetute  is 
done  by  the  assistance  of  labor-saving  maehiaery, 
which  is  almost-  exclusively  snperintended  by 
women  and  children,  and  the  infirm,  who  would 
otherwise  be  wholly  destitute  of  employment; 
whereas  they  are  now  able  to  maintain  them- 
selves. The  manual  labor  employed  is  of  that 
class  whoj  from  their  pfoviooe  halnls  and  occu- 
pations io  life,  are  wholly  unfitted  for  agricultural 
pursuits;  and  who,  if  not  thus  employed  would, 
in  most  instances,  be  a  burden  on  society.  Among 
this  description  are  to  be  numbered  many  vain*, 
able  foreigners  who  are  daily  arriving  among  us 
in  needy  and  indigent  circumstances,  and  whose 
only  employment  has  been  in  the  manufacturing 
bneiness  at  home.  In  the  exchange  between  the 
different  Statea  of  the  manufactured  goods,  uA 
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of  ihe  raw  materials,  aod  io  iha  growioit  wants 
of  many  foreigo  articles,  as  dye  sti^fis,  &«•,  the 
commerce  of  our  couolry,  partiealarly  the  coast- 
ing trade,  is  equally  benefited  with  oar  agricul- 
ture. 

If  the  woollen  manufacture  does  not  languish 
for  want  of  necessary  support  from  Government 
at  this  time,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  but  in  the 
course  of  a  very  few  years  wa  shall  be  able  to 
supply  the  whole  demand  of  the  United  States, 
and  at  a  lower  rate  than  our  manufacture  can  be 
imported  from  abroad.  Great  Britain  excludes 
all  woollen  goods,  nor  suffers  a  yard  of  cloth  to 
be  exported  except  in  a  finished  state.  It  is  not 
now  a  question  with  her  manufacturers  who  shall 
sell  at  highest  prices,  but,  who  can  manufacture 
the  cheapest ;  and  this  competition  haa  enabled 
her  to  undersell  all  the  nations  in  Europe.  The 
same  encouragement  to  the  business  in  this  coun- 
try will  produce  a  like  competition,  and  enable 
us,  eventually,  to  undersell  her  even  in  foreign 
markets.  The  amount  of  woollen  cloths  now 
imported  into  the  United  States  is  supposed  to  be 
about  — — b 

The  q^oantity  now  manufactured  is  about  919,- 
000.000  in  value.  It  is  a  business  susceptible  of 
an  increase  of  tfrenty-five  or  thirty  per  cent,  an- 
nually ;  so  that,  in  the  course  of  five  years  at  least, 
we  may  be  able  to  clothe  ourselves  independent 
of  any  foreign  nation,  and  give  a  new  stimulus  to 
agriculture  which  is  now  languishing  from  the 
necessity  of  depifnding  upon  a  precarious  foreign 
market  for  most  of  her  important  productions. 

We  remain,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  humble  servants, 

ARTHUR  W.  MAGILL, 
WM.  YOUNG. 

My  actual  experience  being  principally  in  the 
cotton  manufacture,  my  entire  belief  in  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  preceding  statement  is  founded 
on  my  knowledge  of  the  gentlemen  who  have 
signeo  it :  I,  thereforci  cheerfully  add  my  name. 

ISAAC  BRiGGS. 

aUMMART. 

Permanent  capital  in   boUdings  and 

machinery  .  .  .  •  •  $18,000,006 
Annual  vtioe  of  raw  matedal,  mann* 

lactored 7,000,000 

Value  of  cloths  annual^  raantriacUuod  19,000,000 
IncKease  of  vdne  by  mannlhctaiing  •  U,000,000 
K  amber  of  persons  employed 

Dtrectij        -        -        -       50,000 
Incidentally-  -       60,000 

100,000 

This  manufacture  is  capable  of  an  increase  in 
the  ratio  of  twenty-five  to  thirty  per  cent  per 
annam. 


7b  thehonorable  the  Senate  and  Bouee  ofRepre- 
eentativee  of  the  United  Statee  rf  America^  in 
Congreee  a9$embled: 

The  memorial  aod  petition  of  the  subscribers, 
santtfacturera  of  wooUea  articles  in  the  States  of 


New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delawmre^on  \k- 
hslf  of  themselves  aod  othera  engaged  in  similar 
manufactures  in  the  said  States,  resptaeifoUy 
showeth:  That  your  memorialists  are  impelled 
by  the  situation  of  their  manufacture,  and  the 
effects  which  may  be  produced  upon  it  by  the 
con teip plated  measures  of  Congress,  respeeifuUf  , 
to  ofier  their  sentiments,  and  to  point  oat  those 
circumstances  in  which  they  conceive  their  in- 
terests and  that  of  the  public  are  so  united  as  to 
merit  the  most  serious  attention  of  the  National 
Legislature. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  remind  Con- 
gress that,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  coantry, 
domestic  maoufacturea  hsTe  formed  no  import- 
ant feature  of  iu  industry ;  these,  fooaded  on 
the  genius  of  its  inhabitantsi  and  the  arts  they 
brought  or  have  acquired  from  Europe,  have  intro- 
duced and  established  many  of  the  most  usefal 
manufactures,  among  which  none  is  more  con- 
spicuous than  that  of  woollen  ;   this   iias  not 
only  increased  as  fast  as  the  agriculture  of  the 
country  supplied  the  raw  material,  but  when- 
ever any  circumstances  have  j|iven  it  farther 
eneouTBgemeni,  it  has  shown  itself  soffieientlj 
founded  in  the  wants  and  ability  of  the  country 
to  go  beyond  this,  and  to  rise  in  a  very  material 
degree  to  its  support.    Such  was  the  case  during 
the  stamp  act  and  the  Revolutionary  war,  whea 
the  woollen  manufacture  became  greatly  eitend- 
ed  ;  but  the  raw  material,  the  population  and  gen- 
eral ability  of  the  country  were  then  all  too  feeble 
to  give  it  a  decided  permanent  establishment,  so 
that,  upon  the  renewal  of  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations,  it  sunk  again  under  a  competition  with 
their  manufactures,  until  within   the  last  five 
years,  when  many  circumstances  have  arisen, 
and  particularly  two,  viz:   the  introduction  of 
sheep,  and  the  separation  from  JBorope  by  the 
war,  which  have  given  to  the  manofaccare  such 
a  basis,  that  its  compiete  establishment  ia   the 
Country  is  no  loiiger  doubtful 

The  introduction  of  sheep,  and  particularly  of 
the  merino  breed,  gave  to  the  country  at  onoe  an 
agricultural  object,  which  every  Stale  in  &uto^ 
had  been  striving  to  realize,  but  without  an  im* 
mediate  demand  for  the  wool  it  would  not  hare 
been  realized  here,  at  least  at  the  time  and  to  the 
extent  which  has  been  done,  for  while  it  furnish- 
ed the  raw  material,  it  was  the  immediate  man- 
ufacture which  afforded  the  price  and  demand 
for  that  material,  and  occasioned  its  present  ex- 
tension and  establishments. 

It  is  notorious  that,  during  the  period  referred 
to,  a  great  number  of  the  citizens  of  these  States 
have  devoted  themselves  both  to  the  breed  of 
sheep,  and  the  woollen  manufactures;  that  tssc 
capitals  have  been  expended,  and  large  estaUish- 
menu  every  where  diffused  through  the  States, 
which  have  supplied  the  public  wants,  and  shown 
themselves  capable  of  great  future  extension,  ss 
that  altogether  a  national  object  has  been  erected, 
uniting  the  features  of  agriculture  and  commerce 
io  so  eminent  a  degree  as  conspicuously  to  de- 
mand the  attention  of  the  Government  ia  all  t&ose 
acts  which  are  directed  to  iu  national  economy. 
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Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  state  that,  apoD 
the  iDtroduetioo  of  the  merino  breed  of  sheep,  the 
prices  which  the  ma ou facta rers  afforded  for  their 
wool  were  high  beyood  that  of  every  other  coun- 
try ;  so  that  the  eneoaragement  it  received  was 
precisely  such  as  the  infant  arts  almost  always 
require  on  their  introduction,  and  other  coontries 
have  been  obliged  to  give  by  legislative  provision : 
accordingly,  the  breed  of  sheep  has  been  perma- 
aently  fixed  and  diffased  over  the  soil  of  the 
United  States  without  any  other  aid.  At  pres- 
ent the  prices  which  the  manufacturers  allow  are 
atill- higher  than  those  abroad,  although  wool  is 
DOW  much  dearer  in  Europe  tnan  the  usual  level 
of  peace  prices,  chiefly  owing  to  the  demand  for 
manufactures  to  be  sent  here. 

It  is  thus  that  the  import  of  our  clothing  oper- 
ates with  the  double  disadvantage:  first,  of  keep- 
ing up  the  raw  material  of  Europe  by  manufac- 
turing it  for  our  use;  and^  secondly,  depressing 
that  material  here  by  impairing  the  manufactures 
of  our  own ;  in  both  cases  the  agricoltnral  object 
18  effected  through  the  manufacture,  and  in  the 
proportion  as  that  is  encouraged  abroad,  so  both 
are  depressed  at  home. 

It  is  vain  to  pretend  that  the  breed  of  sheep 
can  be  maintained  in  these  States  by  an  export 
of  the  wool ;  even  the  present  prices  in  Europe 
will  not  admit  of  if ;  and  if  they  decline,  as  they 
unquestionably  wiH,  under  a  peace  establishment, 
it  is  out  of  the  question.  In  the  year  1800  the 
average  price  of  British  wool  was  less  than 
twenty  cents  per  pound,  which,  after  the  expense 
of  export,  could  in  no  way^  support  the  growth  of 
it  here ;  at  this  moment  the  prices  of  wool  are 
higher  here  than  abroad,  and,  if  the  manufacture 
18  supported,  they  will  probably  always  remain 
80,  since  the  charges  of  export  and  import  give 
them  a  material  support.  Besides  this,  it  is  by 
manufactures  actually  existing  on  the  spot  where 
the  wool  is  grown,  that  it  receives  iu  surest  en- 
couragement. These  furnish  an  immediate  mar- 
ket, and  teach  the  agriculturist  all  the  improve- 
ments in  quality,  bf  which  excellence  is  obtained; 
of  this  the  whole  history  of  the  material  furnishes 
a  proof.  It  was  by  the  refined  manufactures  of 
the  Arabs  in  Spain,  that  the  fteeces  of  that  coon- 
trv  received  those  improvements,  which  the  laws 
ol  the  Mesu  now  barely  support;  and  the  present 
yariety  and  goodness  of  the  British  wool  has 
been  obtained  bv  its  manufactures.  No  doubt, 
therefore,  can  exist  as  to  the  fact  that  it  is  through 
the  medium  of  the  manufacture  that  the  growth 
of  the  wool  can  be  improved,  or  even  maintained, 
in  these  States. 

Our  manufacturers  have  already  furnished  a 
large  quantity  of  superfine  cloths,  of  coarse  cloths, 
and  many  new  articles  peculiarly  suited  to  our 
climate.  In  their  infancy  they  could  scarcely  be 
expected  to  furnish  all  that  the  country  demand- 
ed, or  to  obtain  the  perfect  excellence  of  nations 
who  had  manufactured  them  for  ages.  But  it  is 
notorious^  that  the  quantity  was  rapidly  becoming 
sufficient  for  our  consumption,  and  that  a  large 
proportion  of  our  cloths  were  equal  to.  the  best  in 
Europe.    What  deficiencies  existed  wotild  have 


soap  yielded  to  existing  skill ;  and  one  object  was 
obtained  with  certainty,  viz:  that  of  giving  the 
country  a  large  amount  of  substantial  clothing, 
with  every  moderate  degree  of  excellence,  and 
inferior  only  to  articles  of  refined  luxury. 

On  this  bead  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to 
remark  that,  although  the  impbrtation  of  foreign 
manufactures  comprises  a  great  number  of  moat 
useful  articles  essential  to  the  wants  of  the  coon- 
try,  yet  a  large  proportion  of  it  consists  of  those 
which  are  more  alluring  by  their  fashion  than 
their  use.  The  wealth  of  Europe  encourages 
these  at  home,  and  a  constant  supply  of  them  is 
required  by  its  luxury  and  the  state  of  ito  arts, 
which  are  better  rewarded  by  these  refined  in- 
ventions than  the  more  useful  ones.  Here,  with- 
out railing  against  the  introduction  of  eleffance, 
and  even  a  moderate  degree  of  luxury  Itself,  it  is 
certain  that  our  own  manufactures  are  depreci- 
ated more  by  the  noveltf  and  fashion  of  foreign 
articles  than  by  those  which  are  the  most  useful ; 
and  that  a  very  great  proportion  of  our  wealth 
goes  abroad  for  the  allurements  which  foreignera 
present  to  us.  While,  therefore,  we  can  supply 
ourselves  with  articles  sufficient  tor  every  moder- 
ate degree  of  gratification,  it  is  consistent  with 
the  practice  of  the  wisest  nations,  and  the  aound- 
est  principles  of  political  economy,  that  they 
should  be  encouraged ;  and  tbat  foreign  articles 
which  interfere  with  them  should  be  made  the 
objects  of  revenue  by  Qovernment,  whicn  those 
who  use  them  ought  to  pay. 

Almost  every  nation  has  now  adopted  the  sys- 
tem of  making  its  revenue  laws  the  organ  of  pro- 
tection to  iuarts;  and  this  system  having  been 
already  used  in  these  States,  a  universal  convic- 
tion prevails  that  Congress  will  make  it  one  of 
the  bases  of  the  new  tariff  of  duties.  Your  me- 
morialisu  are,  therefore,  impressed  with  the  belief 
that  it  must  be  desirable  to  Congress  to  obtaia 
correct  information  of  what  precise  duties  the 
interests  of  the  manufacturers  demand,  and  It  is 
their  sincere  desire  to  furnish  such  information  as 
to  that  in  which  they  are  engaged. 

Upon  this  head  vour  mennorialisu  beg  leave  to 
remark  that  they  do  not  wish  for  a  rate  of  duties 
which  may  injure  any  other  department  of  in- 
dustry, or  give  an  excessive  encouragement  to 
their  own ;  their  sole  object  is  such  as  will  pre- 
vent their  individual  mini  and  maintain  the  man- 
ufactaring  establishments  of  the  country.  It  la 
certaia  that  a  considerable  duty  is  necessary  for 
this  purpose,  and  there  are  some  circumstances 
which  may  enable  os  to  fix  it  with  tolerable  pre- 
cision. Under  the  old  duties,  previous  to  the 
war,  there  was  not  encouragement  enough  to 
introduce  the  woollen  mannfapture,  so  that  it'ap- 
peara  certain  that  these  duties  would  not  now 
maintain  it.  Under  the  present  duties  it  has  lao- 
gaished,  and  in  a  considerable  degree  declined 
since  the  peace ;  yet  there  is  reason  to  hope  that 
when  the  shock  first  given  by  foreign  import  sub- 
sides, they  may  be  maintained  with  a  moderate, 
though  certainly  not  with  a  great  profit  fo  the 
manufacturer.  There  are  two  eireomstances 
which  prevent  a  more  precise  opiaioa  on  this 
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subject ;  first,  the  almost  ceruin  decline  of  the 
prices  abroad ;  and  the  next,  the  excessire  im* 
portatioD  of  the  preseot  fear,  which  has  lowered 
prices  here  beyond  their  fair  or  accurate  ralne. 
The  last  of  these  is  accidental,  thoogh  it  maf  often 
occur  again,  and  the  best  checks  for  H  exists  in 
considerable  duties.  Of  the  former,  the  extent 
cannot  yet  be  ascertained  ;  it  is  certain,  howe? er, 
that  future  improTcmenr  in  the  state  of  the  man* 
ufacture  here  is  less  tabe  looked  for  than  discoar- 
agement;  so  that,  without  any  speculative  cal- 
culations upon  what  majr  occur,  but  taking  what 
we  know  at  our  guide,  it  seems  certain  tnat  the 
present  duties  may  maintain  the  manufactures 
of  the  country,  but  that  unqueattoiiably  notUng 
less  will  do  it. 

Your  memorialists  might  urge  a  great  number 
of  facts  and  farther  reasoning  to  show  the  pro- 
priety of  fixing  the  duties  at  the  rate  they  nave 
mentioned,  or  even  higher,  but  they  are  not  de- 
sirous unnecessarily  to  swell  this  memorial  into 
a  trespass  upon  the  attention  of  Congress.  It 
appears  proper,  however,  that,  in  exprcesing  their 
sentiments  as  to  their  own  manufacture,  they 
should  also  express  those  tfaer  feel  for  others,  aapd 
particularly  the  two  great  objects  of  agriculture 
and  commerce.  It  is  certain  that  all  the  three  great 
divisions  of  labor  ought  to  receive  the  patronage 
and  support  they  require  without  partialitVi  and 
they  trust  the  wisdom  of  Congress  will  always 
afibrd  it  when  necessary. 

Your  memorialists,  however,  eanaot  but  re- 
mark that  the  agrieulture  and  commerce  of  these 
States  already  rest  upon  a  basis  which  does  not 
appear  easily  impaired ;  the  agrlcultore,  directed 
to  objects  in  universal  demand  for  the  most  ne* 
cessary  wants  of  mankind,  derives  from  these 
wanu  the  surest  support,  and  whenever  the  intro- 
duction of  new  objects  of  cultivation,  or  the  sup- 
port of  the  old  require  legislative  aid,  they  ought, 
and  will,  doubtless^  receive  it ;  in  the  same  man- 
ner the  carriage  ot  our  vast  produce  gives  a  sup- 
port to  our  commerce  equally  permanent.  The 
two  uniud  afford  a  solid  aid  to  each  other;  tbe 
agrieulture  by  furnishing  the  means,  and  com- 
merce, by  exploring  the  sources  of  supply.  It  b 
thus  that  both  possess  a  foundation  which,  aided 
by  a  just  protection  of  our  rights,  and  by  those 
favorable  regulations  which  it  has  always  been 
the  object  of  Congress  to  make,  presents  at  onoe 
a  stimulus  and  support  to  the  existing  agricul- 
ture of  our  country  which  will  extend  it  over 
all  our  soil. 

But  manufactqres  advance  witb  a  feebler  step ; 
those  which  are  matured  to  the  highest  excellence 
oAen  dependr  in  their  infancy,  upon  individual 
exertion,  and  they  have  a  peculiar  species  of  com- 
petitors in  the  population,  the  skill,  aad  long  ex- 
perience of  other  nations,  above  all,  in  the  jeal- 
ousy with  which  each  nation  watches  its  own 
arts;  their  whole  history,  therefore,  is  a  record 
that,  in  the  introduction  of  them  into  any  nation, 
there  is  a  period  when  public  aid  is  essential,  aad 
that  they  cannot  be  introduced  without  it.  In 
every  Slate  they  furnish  the  greatest  resources  of 
eommeree,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  vast  carriage 


required  by  manofiictnred  artidec.  This  eon  of 
aid  has  already  been  given  to  the  eomneree  oC 
the  United  States  hj  their  maoufactorea :  a  ^reat 
portion  of  our  agricultural  produce  is  already 
doubled  in  value  before  it  leaves  Uf^and  ia  ear- 
ried  to  other  nations  in  a  shape  whidi  still  more 
enhances  it.  Our  flour,  for  instance,  would  doc 
be  applied  to  the  supoly  of  aiany  coonnies  with- 
out manufacture,  and  the  produce  of  oar  minet- 
ab  and  forests  requires  this  sort  of  converstca, 
often,  to  give  them  value  at  all;  but,  beyond  the 
resource  thus  furnished  to  commerce^  the  supply 
of  our  wants  at  home,  and  the  indepeode&ce  of 
the  country  are  objects  of  still  greater  importanee. 
In  this  way  our  wealth  is  increased  by  saving  it, 
the  genius  of  our  citizens  awaken^,  their  ia- 
dustry  rewarded,  and  the  value  of  every  portioa 
of  labor  enhanced  at  home,  instead  or  eneoar- 
agiag  the  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufae- 
turing  skill  of  other  nations. 

Yotv  memoriaiists  feel  no  doi^t  that  the  ap- 
plications of  other  manufttturers  will  receive  rlie 
same  attention  from  Congress  as  tlwir  owa.  aad 
especially  that  of  the  cotton  manufacturers;  [ear- 
ing these,  then,  to  what  they  can  oige  with  more 
propriety  for  themselves,  they  cannot  bat  remark 
that  the  cotton  manufacture  bids  fair  to  somly 
so  large  a  portion  of  our  clothing,  as  to  free  that 
of  wool  from  the  fears  which  might  be  enter- 
tained as  to  its  inability  to  furnish  a  sid&cient 
supply  for  the  country.  It  b  certain  that  oar  re- 
sources for  the  cotton  maatilactare  are  uabouad- 
ed,  and  that,  ia  our  climate,  it  will  furnbh  a  vast 
portion  of  our  dothing;  the  extension  of  the 
growth  of  wool  and  its  manufactare,  therefore, 
are  soch  as  to  leave  no  reasonable  doubt  bat  that, 
under  proper  encouragement,  it  will  at  no  very 
distant  period,  supply  all  our  remaining  wants, 
and  especially  those  articles  for  which  wool  is 
essential. 

Your  memoriaiists  caimot  conceive  that,  at 
this  period,  any  friend  to  this  country  woaid 
dmw  distinctions  between  its  varkMis  eatablish- 
o^ents  unfavorable  to  either.  Speculative  iheo- 
ries  derived  fifom  other  countries  or  other  ages 
can  rarely  be  applied,  with  justice,  to  our  own ; 
but  if  these  theories  are  indulged  they  can  only 
be  drawn  from  abases  or  a  state  of  society  differ- 
ent from  what  we  enjoy.  The  mannfactaies 
abroad  may  be  considered  as  of  two  distinct 
kinds;  the  one  consisting  of  great  commercial 
estahlishmentsi  to  which  the  whole  mass  of  soci- 
ety is  devoted ;  the  other  those  of  a  more  confined 
character,  which  run  hand  in  hand  with  agricul- 
ture, and  afford  a  useful  aid  to  comnierce,  with- 
out becoming  its  sole  support.  The  latter  exists 
throughout  all  the  contraent  of  Europe,  aad 
nourishes  ev^ry  other  application  of  labor;  the 
former  exisu  chiefly  in  Gh-eat  Britain,  from 
whence  we  derive  some  of  the  most  useful,  and 
all  the  injurious  ideas  of  manufactures.  Her  in- 
stitutions, however,  are  derived  from  her  peculiar 
situation ;  abounding  in  minerals,  and  with  a  sail 
incapable  of  sustaining  her  inhabitants,  she  is 
compelled  to  an  unbounded  scope  of  maaaihe- 
tures  to  sustain  her  commerce,  and  to  feed  her 
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people.  In  these,  however,  it  b  from  momeotary 
abuses  io  some  of  her  manofaetures  aioDe,  that 
injurioas  impressions  of  them  are  derived ;  for  if 
we  examine  them  all,  with  proper  discrimination, 
we  shall  find  that  the  far  greater  part  of  them, 
and  particularly  Her  woollen  manufaetare,  com- 

g rises  the  most  free  and  comfortable  portion  of 
er  population  ;  this  character  applies  to  every 
State  of  the  Continent.  France  and  Germany 
have,  for  ages,  carried  on  large  manufactures, 
without  the  least  injury  to  their  people,  or  their 
agriculture ;  and  the  history  of  Europe  will  prove 
that  manufactures  have  been,  in  every  age,  tbe 
nurseries  of  its  freedom  and  prosperity.  To  their 
existence  liberty  is  essential;  for  to  raise  or  to 
buy  tbe  raw  material*,  to  sdl  their  productions, 
or  to  pursue  their  inventions  and  skill,  requires 
that  freedom  from  restraint  which  first  compelled 
the  feudal  lords  of  Europe  to  emancipate  their 
artists,  while  they  chained  their  agricultural  sub- 
jects to  the  soil.  From  hence  the  cities  of  Italy 
first  rose  into  free  States,  and  the  progress  of  the 
useful  arts  nourished  tbe  Reformation,  and  gave 
to  the  cities  of  Qermany  and  Flandem,  to  Geneva, 
and  to  Nismes,  a  portion  of  liberty  which  no 
other  part  of  Europe  possessed. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  ask  for  an  encour- 
aj^ement  injurious  to  any  portion  of  their  fellow- 
citicens,  or  the  interests  of  their  country.  The 
mass  of  labor  here,  as  elsewhere,  Is  comprised  in 
the  three  great  divisioaa  of  agriculture,  com- 
merce, and  manufactures ;  but  these  are  so  con- 
nected that  benefit  bestowed  on  one  must  extend 
to  all.  Under  a  free  constitution  and  equal  laws, 
the  children  of  the  State  justly  ask  the  same  pat- 
ronage, to  whichever  object  they  direct  their  in- 
dustry. Our  population  has  now  risen  to  a  large 
amount,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  It  is  com- 
prised in  our  cities  and  towns ;  these  are  neces- 
sary to  nourish  the  more  dlfllbsed  districts  of  agri- 
culture, by  furnishing  them  with  markets,  and 
aupplyiuiir  those  wahts  for  which  a  combination 
of  labor  Is  required ;  hence  their  application  to 
manufactures  is  at  once  natural  ana  essential. 
Besides  these,  our  numerous  streams  of  water,  our 
minerals,  our  woods,  and  our  tillage,  all  invite  to 
the  employment  of  manufacturing  skill.  In  this 
the  choice  will  always  be  best  determined  by  the 
most  necessary  wants  of  the  country;  and  what 
we  ask  is,  not  to  direct  or  give  to  manufactures 
an  unnatural  aid,  but  to  protect  them  from  for- 
eign injury.  For  a  long  period,  it  is  none  but  the 
most  necessary  which  can  be  reared,  and  while 
our  vast  territory,  and  the  unbounded  scope  it 
offers  for  agricultural  labor  will,  perhaps,  forever 
prevent  the  introduction  of  anv  other,  the  settle- 
ment of  that  territory  iuelf  will  proceed  with  the 
surer  step,  as  we  become  independent  in  our  re- 
sources. 

There  are  two  facts  of  considerable  importance, 
which  your  memorialists  believe  may  be  fully 
established:  first,  that  the  import  of  foreign 
goods  in  most  years,  and  particularly  in  the  pres- 
ent one,  almdj  exceeds  the  value  we  can  pay  by 
our  exports.  This  circumstance  is  in  a  great  de- 
gree similar  to  what  occurred  upon  the  peace  of 


1783,  when  the  country  was  so  inundated  with 
foreign  articles  that  the  manufactures  were  de- 
stroyed, and  our  citizens  torn  to  pieces  for  many 
vears  to  pay  for  them.  The  late  wars  in  Europe 
by  presenting  new  and  extraordinary  objects  of 
commerce  to  us,  retrieved  our  embarrassments, 
and  threw  into  the  country  a  mass  of  wealth 
which  overpaid  the  deficiency  of  oiir  proper  ex- 
ports ;  but  these  extraordinary  objects  are  not  to 
be  expected  in  peace,  when  the  balance  against 
us  must  again  increase,  unless  we  can  prevent  It 
by  our  domestic  economy. 

The  other  fact  is,  that  the  manufactures  of  the 
country,  alto^ther,  have  become  so  important 
that  the  carriage  of  raw  materials  from  abroad, 
j[chiefly  of  kinds  we  do  not  produce  at  all,  or  not 
in  sufficient  quantities.)  actually  exceeds,  in  point 
of  tonnage,  that  whicn  Is  employed  in  manuihc^ 
tured  articles  j  and  if,  to  the  tonnage  thuf  em- 
ployed abroad,  we  add  that  which  conveys  our 
raw  materials  and  manufactures  coast wiscj  we 
shall  find  that  they  already  support  a  most  im- 
portant part  of  our  commerce,  of  that  kind  which 
we  can  secure  and  extend  in  peace,  and  which  is 
of  all  othen  the  most  interesting  to  the  country, 
viz :  the  incrense  and  employment  of  our  ships 
and  s^men,  to  whom  freights  are  the  proper  ob- 
jects of  employment,  and  it  will  be  at  once  per- 
ceived how  much  these  are  increased  by  the  im- 
port of  such  articles  as  hemp,  iron,  copper,  lead, 
brimstone,  and  the  like,  over  nne  and  costly  ma&«- 
ufaetures. 

Your  memorialists  are  sensible  that  very  erro- 
neous ideas  have  prevailed  as  to  the  profit  yielded 
by  the  woollen  manufacture,  which  has  been 
considered  as  very  great  during  the  war.  In  order 
to  counteract  this  opinion,  which  is  incorrect, 
your  memorialists  state  that  when  the  manufac- 
ture was  begun,  just  before  the  war,  washed  me- 
rino wool  was  at  less  than  one  dollar  per  pound, 
but  that,  during  the  war,  it  rose  to  three  aollars, 
so  that  the  wool  in  a  yard  of  cloth  cost  at  least 
six  dollars,  and  the  materials  for  finishing  it 
and  workmanship  were  equally  high;  it  was  theae^ 
therefore,  and  not  the  profit,  that  enhanced  the 
price  of  cloth ;  and  they  prove  that  the  manufac- 
ture was  actually  instituted  at  the  risk  of  the 
manufacturer  himself,  but  that  tbe  profit  was 
largely  shared  with  the  agriculturist  and  other 
laborers  of  tbe  country ;  brides  which,  it  is  cer- 
tain the  profit,  whatever  it  was,  came  at  a  fortu- 
nate period  to  introduce  the  manufacture  and 
supply  tbe  country;  nor  has  it  been  employed 
long  enough  to  five  either  a  reward  or  fair  ex- 
periment to  the  nitroducers  of  it ;  since  the  pe- 
riod has  been  so  short  that  a  great  part  of  it  has 
necessarily  been  taken  up  in  forming  the  estab- 
lishments, at  great  cost,  and  they  are  always 
known  to  be  least  productive  for  the  first  few 
years.  At  present,  the  manufacturer  here  can 
afford  to  make  a  piece  of  cloth  at  about  the  same 
price  as  it  may  be  imported  for,  that  is,  at  eight 
dollars  per  yard ;  but  ne  cannot  make  it  here  ror 
what  it  oan  be  made  in  England,  because  the 
materials  and  workmanship  are  both  much  higher 
here ;  nor  is  the  cost  of  carriage  and  old  duties 
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enough  Co  pay  the  differeoce.  It  abftolutely  re- 
quires the  vDole  of  the  present  duties,  as  they 
DOW  exist,  and  these  cannot  be  considered  as 
high  when  it  is  seen  that  they  are  to  comprise  all 
the  manufacturer's  profit,  and  protect  him  from 
all  his  disadvantages,  especially  the  following: 
first,  the  higher  prices  he  pays  here  for  the  wool, 
the  machinery,  and  the  workmanship;  second, 
the  probable  depression  of  wool  and  doth  abroad ; 
thirdly,  the  enormous  import  sold  here  below 
their  cost ;  and,  lastly,  the  prejudice  of  the  conn- 
try  in  favor  of  foreign  fabrics. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  but  conclude  by 
expressing  their  conviction  that  the  absolute  fate 
of  their  manufacture  depends  on  the  determina- 
tion of  Congress,  and  with  it  the  fate  of  a  great 
number  of  citizens  who  have  engaged  in  it ;  that 
they  entered  into  it  under  the  encouragement 
given  by  the  Late  war,  is  correct,»a8  without  en« 
eouragement  from  some  source  no  important  in- 
stitution would  ever  be  begun;  but  it  is  certain 
that  neither  now,  nor  upon  any  future  occasion, 
could  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  be  sup- 
posed to  embark  in  such  undertakings,  where  the 
private  hazard  is  always  great,  solely  upon  the 
precariousness  of  public  measures;  to  look  for- 
ward, therefore,  to  the  public  patronage  when 
they  might  require  it,  was,  as  it  ever  will  be,  a 
reasonable  resource,  upon  which  every  man  who 
engages  in  such  undertakings  must  depend.  It 
is,  then,  with  confidence  that  they  now  rely  upon 
the  measures  of  Congress  for  that  protection 
which  is  essential  to  them,  and  with  them  to  the 
woollen  manufacture  and  growth  of  wool  in  the 
United  States;  and  they  respectfully  pray  that 
Congress,  taking  the  premises  into  its  most  seri- 
ous consideration,  will  grant  the  protection  they 
require,  by  continuing  at  least  the  present  duties 
upon  all  woollen  articles  of  foreign  manufacture 
imported  into  the  United  States. 

WM.  R.  RODMAN,  and  others. 


COMPENSATION  OF  OFFICERS  OF  THE 

CUSTOMS. 

[Commonicated  to  the  House,  March  SI,  1816.] 

Tbbabobt  Dbpabtment, 

March  21, 1816. 

SiB :  The  petitions  hereinafter  mentioned  have 
been  referred  to  this  Department  at  different 
times: 

1.  The  petition  of  the  inspectors  of  the  cus* 
toms  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  their  compensation. 

2.  The  petitions  of  the  Inspectors  and  weighers 
of  the  customs  at  New  York,  with  a  similar 
prayer. 

3.  The  petition  of  the  inspectors  of  the  customs 
at  Baltimore,  with  a  similar  prayer. 

Bf  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1799,  (vol.  4,) 
the  compensation  of  an  inspector  was  fixed  at  a 
aum  not  exceeding  two  dollars  for  every  day  that 
lie  should  be  actually  employed  in  aid  of  the  cus- 
toms, to  be  paid  by  the  collector  out  of  the  rev- 


enue, and  charged  to  the  United  States,  aecotd- 
ing  to  the  amount  produced,  at  certain  rates^  reg- 
ulated by  the  quantity,  and  the  kind  of  the  arti- 
cles measured,  weighed,  or  gauged.  It  i»  believed 
that  the  compensation  of  this  class  of  officers  has 
seldom  exceeded  at  any  pUee  the  average  of  two 
dollars  for  each  day ;  and  that,  at  many  pUces^  it 
falls  much  below  that  sum. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  efiTective  value  of  ike 
compensation,  which  was  allowed  in  1799,  has 
been  greatly  reduced  in  consequence  of  the  ea> 
hanced  price  of  every  article  of  subsistence  and 
comfort.  The  service  of  the  inspector  has,  iJso, 
become  much  more  severe  and  important  than  it 
was  at  that  period.  The  compensatioo  of  the 
weighers,  measurers,  and  gaogera,  might  be  eon- 
sidered  as  increasing  with  the  increase  c^  their 
business;  but,  in  truth,  the  effect  of  the  ioereaie 
of  business  must  be  the  employment  of  a  greater 
number  of  those  officers,  and,  conaeqoentTy,  the 
compensation  of  each  will  probably  remain  sta- 
tionary. 

Under  every  view  of  the  subject  I  am  impresseed 
with  the  justice  and  policy  of  graauog  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners,  by  advancing  cbeir  pres- 
ent compensation  at  the  rate  of  fifty  per  cent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  WiLLiAii  Lowndes. 


Wabhiiioton,  A^rch  8, 1816. 

DEAJi  Sib  :  Some  weeks  ago  petitions  from  the 
weighers  and  inspectors  of  the  customs,  belonging 
to  the  port  of  New  York,  were  presented  to  Con- 
gress, praying  for  an  augmeniation  ofsalarv.  Tiiis 
petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  who,  I  have  uodeutood,  have  laid  it 
before  you.  I  feel  impressed  with  the  necessity 
of  granting  some  relief  to  the  petitionersf  and  I 
have,  therefore,  taken  the  liberty  to  address  you 
on  the  subject. 

The  officers  of  the  customs  in  the  city  of  New 
York  are  a  verv  reputable  class  of  men,  many  of 
them  old  Revolutionary  officers ;  many  of  them 
persons  who  once  were  in  comfortable,  and  even 
elevated  circumstances,  and  who,  owing  to  ad- 
verse fortune,  have  had  to  take  refuge,  in  advanced 
life,  in  the  scanty  shelter  from  want  that  the  per 
diem  of  a  custom'hoose  officer  affords ;  and  ail  of 
them,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  possess  the 
character  of  being  upright  and  exemplary.  Ther 
are  remarked  for  their  official  integrity :  so  much 
so,  that  I  have  never  heard  a  lisp  of  such  a  thin^ 
as  corruption  having  been  found  among  them. 

The  salary  now  given  them,  of  two  dollars  per 
day,  was  established  about  eighteen  years  ago 
when  it  was  probably  quite  auflocient ;  but  every- 
thing has  so  enhanced  since  that  day  that  one 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  will  not 
ffo  as  far  now  as  seven  hundred  and  thirty  dol- 
lars did  then.  No  small  tenement,  of  any  deoeot 
appearance  is  to  be  obtained  at  present  under  two 
hundred  and  BCty  dollars.  The  fuel  to  support 
one-fire  will  cost  eighty  dollars.    A  solitary  aer- 
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▼ant  eighty  more.  Here  U  foqr  hundred  and  ten 
dollars  of  the  seven  hundred  and  thirty  gone  for 
three  ifems.  The  fact  is,  I  have  asceriaioed,  to 
my  perfect  conviction,  that  these  men  are  in  a 
deplorable  situation.  Some  of  them  have  fami- 
lies of  five,  six,  and  I  know  of  one  who  has  nine 
children.  They  are  perplexed  with  small  debts, 
contracted  throngb  poverty, for  the  absolute  wants 
of  their  families,' and  many  of  them  are  becoming 
shabby  in  their  appearance.  I  have  been  told  by 
one  that  to  school  his  children  ivas  out  of  the 
question,  for  he  could  not  afford  them  shoes  in 
the  Winter.  Many  of  them  have  grown  gray  in 
the  employ,  and  most  of  them  have  been  so  long 
engaged  that  they  have  either  lost  the  knowledge 
of  all  other  business,  or  have  lost  the  means  of 
helping  themselves  to  a  change ;  and  are  too  ne* 
cessitous  to  throw  up  this  **  half  a  loaf  for  the 
uncertain  hope  of  getting  into  better  bread. 

I  ought  to  mention^  also,  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  double  duties,  there  has  been  a  necessity 
for  increase  of  vigilance  ^  and  this  has  conapeiled 
the  officers,  by  the  direction  of  their  superiors,  to 
watch  by  night  as  well  as  by  dav ;  so  that  they 
have,  of  late,  lost  two  nights'  sleep  in  a  wee£ 
This  has  made  their  duty  peculiarly  hard.  From 
all  these  circumstances  and  facts  I  cannot  refrain 
from  saying  that  I  think  equity  and  common  hu- 
manity dictate  that  they  should  be  relieved. 

Setting  aside  their  own  personal  claims,  f^ood 
policy  must  imperiously  require  that  their  situa- 
tion should  be  comfortable.  These  men,  thus 
perplexed  and  needy,  arcL  indirectly,  the  collec- 
tors of  the  revenue,  whicn,  in  New  York,  under 
the  expected  tariff,  will  amount  to  nothing  short 
of  eiffht  millions  of  dollars  per  annum.  Ought 
not  the  guardians  of  this  anu>nnt  of  impost  to  be 
kepi  decently  alive  ?  You  must  agree  with  me, 
sir,  that  starvation  is  no  great  friend  of  honesty ; 
and  the  question  becomes  a  serious  one,  whether, 
while  all  the  means  of  life  are  amplv  at  band, 
starving  men  will  not  be  apt,  even  at  the  ejtpense 
of  integrity,  to  help  themselves!  Men  are  best 
kept  honest  by  not  being  led  into  temptation. 
Should  they  at  once  gel  corrupted,  and  the  frauds 
that  are  common  all  over  Europe  and  elsewhere, 
become  familiar  here,  it  is  impossible  to  calculate 
the  amount  of  injury  the  revenue  may  sustain. 

We  certainly  ought  to  augment  the  salaries  of 
these  officers  at  the  same  moment  that  we  aug- 
ment the  duties.  One  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and,  perhaps,  a  smaller  sum  divided  annually 
among  the  petty  officers  of  the  customs,  in  addi- 
tion to  their  present  salaries,  may  be  the  means  of 
saving  one  million  per  annum  to  the  public  in- 
come. Something  of  this  kind,  most  unquestion- 
ably, must  be  done ;  the  {^ood  of  the  community 
at  large  demands  it,  and  if  it  be  neglected,  the  al- 
ternative is  inevitable;  either  our  inspectors  of 
the  customs  will  become  dishonest,  or  quit  the 
employ  in  order  that  dishonest  men  may  take  their 
places. 

You  will  pardon  the  freedom  with  which  I  have 
addressed  you.  and  believe  me^ith  sincere  re- 
gard, dear  sir,  dbc,  WM.  IKViNG. 

The  Hon.  A.  J.  Dallas. 


Senate  Chambeb,  March  19, 1816. 

Sir:  Several  respectable  individuals  of  New 
York,  whose  business  gives  them  a  particular 
knowledge  of  the  duties  of  the  Inspectors  of  the 
customs,  have  Mgnified  their  opinion  that  an  in- 
crease of  the  compensation  of  these  officers  was 
expedient,  and  that  the  public  interest  would  be 
secured  and  promoted  by  such  increase. 

I  uke  the  liberty  of  uniting  in  this  opinion,  and 
of  communicating  the  same  to  you.  on  the  infor- 
mation that  the  subject  has  been  referred  for  your 
consideration  and  report. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

RUFUS  KING. 

A.  J.  Dallas,  Eaa., 

Secretary  of  tne  lVea$wrj^ 


REMISSION  OF  FORFEITURES. 

[Commnnicated  to  ths  Honsa,  March  8S,  1816.] 

Trbasubt  Department, 

Marck  22, 1816. 

Sir  :  The  petition  of  '*  sundry  merchants  of 
Massachusetts,"  which  was  transmitted  in  your 
letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  with  a  request  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  fur  "any  infor* 
mation  on  the  subject  of  the  petition,  or  any  opin- 
ion in  regard  to  the  claim  or  the  petitioners  that 
it  was  thought  proper  to  communicate,"  has  been 
duly  considered,  in  connexion,  as  well  with  the 
documents  that  accompanied  it,  as  with  other 
documents  in  this  Department  upon  the  same 
subject,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  communi- 
cate the  result. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1814  great  quan- 
tities of  goods^  of  British  manufacture,  amounting, 
probably,  in  the  aggregate  value,  to  more  than  a 
million  of  dollars,  were  admitted  to  entry  at 
Hampton,  in  the  district  of  Penobscot,  and  the 
duties  upon  them  were  paid  or  secured  at  the 
time  of  the  entry.  The  goods,  or  a  considerable 
proportion  of  them,  on  their  way  to  Boston,  from 
Hampden,  were  afterwards  seized  as  forfeited, 
luder  various  laws  \  some  of  them  were  libelled 
in  the  district  court  of  Massachusetts,  and  others 
in  the  district  court  of  Maine ;  and,  upon  the  trial 
of  one  of  the  libels  in  Massachusetts,  with  an 
agreement  that  the  fate  of  that  case  should,  gen- 
erally, be  binding  on  all  the  other  cases,  the  jury 
gave  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  claimants,  under 
the  direction  of  the  court.  To  that  direction, 
however,  a  bill  of  exceptions  was  tendered,  and, 
upon  a  writ  of  error,  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  was  reversed,  and  a  new  trial  ordered  to  be 
had  at  the  bar  of  the  circuit  court. 

In  this  state  of  the  legal  proceedings,  the  peti- 
tioners, who  are  the  claimants  of  the  goods,  apply 
to  Congress  to  be  relieved  from  the  alleged  K>r- 
feiture,  for  the  reasons  which  are  assigned  in  the 
petition  ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  two  questions  arise 
for  consideration ;  1st,  whether  the  claimants  are 
the  banajide  owners  of  the  goods,  and  became  so 
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enough  to  pay  the  difference.  It  absolutely  re- 
quires the  vDole  of  the  present  duties,  as  thejr 
DOW  exist,  and  these  cannot  be  considered  as 
high  when  it  is  seen  that  they  are  to  comprise  all 
the  manafacturer's  profit,  and  protect  him  from 
all  his  disadvantages,  especially  the  following: 
first,  the  higher  prices  he  pays  here  for  the  wool, 
the  machinery,  and  the  workmanship;  second, 
the  probable  depression  of  wool  and  cloth  abroad ; 
thirdly,  the  enormous  import  sold  here  below 
their  cost ;  and,  lastly,  the  prejudice  of  the  coun- 
try in  faror  of  foreign  fabrics. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  but  conclude  by 
expressing  their  conriction  that  the  absolute  fate 
of  their  manufacture  depends  on  the  determina- 
tion of  Congress,  and  with  k  the  fate  of  a  great 
number  of  citizens  who  have  engaged  in  it;  that 
they  entered  into  it  under  the  encouragement 
given  by  the  late  war,  is  correct,*as  without  en- 
couragement from  some  source  no  important  in- 
stitution would  ever  be  begun;  but  it  is  certain 
that  neither  now,  nor  upon  any  future  occasion, 
could  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  be  sup- 
posed to  embark  in  such  undertakings,  where  the 
private  hazard  is  always  great,  solely  upon  the 
precariousness  of  public  measures;  to  look  for- 
ward, therefore,  to  the  public  patronage  when 
they  might  require  it,  was,  as  it  ever  will  be,  a 
reasonable  resource,  upon  which  every  man  who 
engages  in  such  undertakings  must  depend.  It 
is,  then,  with  confidence  that  they  now  rely  upon 
the  measures  of  Congress  for  that  protection 
which  is  essential  to  them,  and  with  them  to  the 
woollen  manufacture  and  growth  of  wool  in  the 
United  States;  and  they  respectfully  pray  that 
Congress,  taking  the  premises  into  its  most  seri- 
ous consideration,  will  grant  the  protection  they 
require,  by  continuing  at  least  the  present  duties 
upon  all  woollen  articles  of  foreign  manufacture 
imported  into  the  United  States. 

WM.  R.  RODMAN,  and  othen. 


COMPENSATION  OF  OFFICERS  OF  THE 

CUSTOMS. 

[Commonicated  to  the  House,  March  SI,  1816.] 

Tb£ABobt  Dbpartment, 

March  21, 1816. 

Sir  :  The  petitions  hereinafter  mentioned  have 
been  referred  to  this  Department  at  different 
times: 

1.  The  petition  of  the  inspectors  of  the  cus- 
toms of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  their  compensation. 

2.  The  petitions  of  the  inspectors  and  weighers 
of  the  customs  at  New  York,  with  a  similar 
prayer. 

3.  The  petition  of  the  inspectors  of  the  customs 
at  Baltimore,  with  a  similar  prayer. 

Bf  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1799,  (vol.  4,) 
the  compensation  of  an  inspector  was  fixed  at  a 
sum  not  exceeding  two  dollars  for  eyetf  day  that 
be  should  be  actually  employed  in  aid  of  the  cos* 
tomsi  to  be  paid  by  the  collector  oat  of  the  rev* 


enoe,  and  charged  te  the  United  Statea.  accord- 
ing to  the  amount  produced,  at  certain  rates,  rtg- 
ulated  by  the  quantity,  aiid  the  kind  of  the  arti- 
cles measured,  weighed,  or  gauged.  It  i»  belie vei 
that  the  compensation  of  this  claas  of  oflieers  has 
seldom  exceeded  at  any  place  the  average  of  fwo 
dollars  for  each  day ;  and  that,  at  many  pUce^  it 
falls  much  below  that  sum. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  effective  Taloe  oC  Oie 
compensation,  which  was  allowed  ia  1799,  has 
been  greatly  reduced  in  conseqoenee  <^  the  en- 
haneed  price  of  every  article  of  sabsisteaee  sod 
comfort.  The  service  of  the  inspector  has,  also. 
become  much  more  severe  and  ioiportaiit  thaa  it 
was  at  that  period.  The  compeDsation  of  the 
weighers,  measurers,  and  gaugera,  might  be  con- 
sidered as  increasing  with  the  increaae  of  their 
business ;  but,  in  truth,  the  effect  of  the  increase 
of  business  must  be  the  employment  of  a  greater 
number  of  those  officers,  and,  cooaeqaeDtTy,  the 
compensation  of  each  will  probably  remain  sta- 
tionary. 

Under  every  view  of  the  subject  I  am  impresseed 
with  the  justice  and  policy  of  granuog  the 
prayer  of  the  jietitioners,  by  advancing  iheir  pres- 
ent compensation  at  the  rate  of  fifty  per  cent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
Hon.  WiLLiAii  Lowndes. 


Washiiigton,  March  8, 181& 
DsAJi  Sib  :  Some  weeks  ago  petitions  from  the 
weighers  and  inspectors  of  the  customs,  belonging 
to  the  port  of  New  York,  were  presented  to  Con- 
gress, praying  for  an  augmeniation  of  salary.  This 
petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means,  who,  I  have  uodecstood,  hare  laid  it 
before  you.  I  feel  imjtressed  with  the  necessity 
of  granting  some  relief  to  the  petitiooen,  and  I 
have,  therefore,  taken  the  liberty  to  tiddresa  you. 
on  the  subject. 

The  officers  of  the  customs  in  the  city  of  New 
Tork  are  a  verv  reputable  class  of  men,  many  of 
them  old  Revolutionary  officers ;  many  of  them 
persons  who  once  were  in  comfortable,  and  even 
elevated  circumstances,  and  who,  owing  to  ad- 
verse fortune,  have  had  to  take  refuge,  in  adTanced 
life,  in  the  scanty  shelter  from  want  that  the  per 
diem  of  a  custom-house  officer  affords ;  and  all  of 
them,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  possess  the 
character  of  being  uprigh  t  and  exemplary.  Ther 
are  remarked  for  their  official  integrity :  so  much 
so,  that  I  have  never  heard  a  lisp  of  such  a  thia^ 
as  corruption  havini^  been  found  among  them. 

The  salary  now  given  them,  of  two  dollars  per 
day,  was  established  about  eighteen  vears  ago 
when  it  was  probably  quite  sufficient ;  but  every- 
thing has  so  enhanced  since  that  day  that  one 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  will  not 
ffo  as  far  now  as  seven  hundred  and  thirtv  dol- 
lars did  then.  No  small  tenement,  of  any  deceat 
appearance  is  to  be  obtained  at  present  under  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  The  fuel  to  support 
one-fire  will  cost  eighty  dollars.    A  solitary  ser- 
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TftBt  eighty  more,  Here.is  foor  huodred  and  ten 
dollars  of  the  seveo  hundred  and  thirty  gone  for 
three  items.  The  fact  is,  I  have  aseeriained,  to 
my  perfect  conviction,  that  these  men  are  in  a 
deplorable  sitaation.  Some  of  them  have  fami- 
lies of  &ft,  six,  and  I  know  of  one  who  has  nine 
children.  They  are  perpleied  with  small  debts, 
contracted  through  poverty, for  the  absolute  wants 
of  their  families,  and  many  of  them  are  becoming 
shabby  in  their  appearance.  I  have  been  told  by 
one  tnat  to  school  his  children  was  out  of  the 
question,  for  he  could  not  afford  them  shoes  in 
the  Winter.  Many  of  them  have  grown  gray  in 
the  employ,  and  most  of  them  have  been  so  long 
engsffea  that  they  have  either  lost  the  knowledge 
of  all  other  business,  or  have  lost  the  means  of 
helping  themselves  to  a  change ;  and  are  too  ne* 
eessitous  to  throw  up  this  *^  half  a  loaf  for  the 
uncertain  hope  of  getting  into  better  bread. 

I  ought  to  mention,  also,  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  double  duties,  there  has  been  a  necessity 
for  increase  of  vigilance  ^  and  this  has  conipelled 
the  officers,  by  the  direction  of  their  superiors,  to 
watch  by  night  as  well  as  by  day ;  so  that  they 
have,  of  lace,  lost  two  nights'  sleep  in  a  wee£ 
This  has  made  their  duty  peculiarly  hard.  From 
all  these  circumstances  and  facts  I  cannot  refrain 
from  saying  that  I  think  equity  and  common  hu- 
manity dictate  that  they  should  be  relieved. 

Setting  aside  their  owo  personal  claims,  f^ood 
policy  must  imperiously  require  that  their  situa- 
tion should  be  comfortable.  These  men,  thus 
perplexed  and  needy,  arcL  indirectly,  the  collec- 
tors of  the  revenue,  whicn,  in  New  York,  under 
the  expected  tariff,  will  amount  to  nothing  short 
of  eiffht  millions  of  dollars  per  annum.  Ought 
not  the  guardians  of  this  amount  of  impost  to  be 
kept  decently  alive  ?  You  must  agree  with  me, 
sir,  that  starvation  is  no  great  friend  of  honesty ; 
and  the  question  becomes  a  serious  one,  whether, 
while  all  the  means  of  life  are  amply  at  band, 
starving  men  will  not  be  apt,  even  at  toe  ejcpense 
of  integrity,  to  help  themselves !  Men  are  best 
kept  honest  by  not  being  led  into  temptation. 
Should  they  at  once  get  corrupted,  and  the  frauds 
that  are  common  all  owei  Europe  and  elsewhere, 
become  familiar  here,  it  is  impossible  to  calculate 
the  amount  of  injury  the  revenue  may  sustain. 

We  certainly  ought  to  augment  the  salaries  of 
these  officers  at  the  same  moment  that  we  aug- 
ment the  duties.  One  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and,  perhaps,  a  smaller  sum  divided  annually 
among  the  petty  officers  of  the  customs,  in  addi- 
tion to  their  present  salaries,  may  be  the  means  of 
saving  one  million  per  annum  to  the  public  in- 
come. Something  of  this  kind,  most  unquestion- 
ably, must  be  done ;  the  {^ood  of  the  community 
at  large  demands  it,  and  if  it  be  neglected,  the  al- 
ternative is  inevitable;  either  our  inspectors  of 
the  customs  will  become  dishonest,  or  quit  the 
employ  in  order  that  dishonest  men  may  take  their 
places. 

You  will  pardon  the  freedom  with  which  I  hare 
addressed  you.  and  believe  me,  with  sincere  re- 
gard, dear  sir,  dbc,  WM.  IRViNQ. 

The  Hon.  A.  J.  Dlulab. 


Sbnatb  Chambbb,  March  19, 1816. 

Sia:  Several  respectable  individuals  of  New 
York,  whose  business  gives  them  a  particular 
knowledge  of  the  duties  of  the  lospectors  of  the 
customs,  have  signified  their  opinion  that  an  in« 
crease  of  the  compensation  of  these  officers  was 
expedient,  and  that  the  public  interest  would  be 
secured  and  promoted  by  such  increase. 

I  uke  the  liberty  of  uniting  in  this  opinion,  and 
of  communicating  the  same  to  you.  on  the  infor- 
mation that  the  subject  has  been  re/erred  for  your 
consideration  and  report. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

RUFUS  KING. 

A.  J.  Dali«ab,  Eaa., 

Secretary  of  tne  TVeoatiry. 


REMISSION  OF  FORFEITURES. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  March  M,  1816.] 

Trbasubt  Dbpartmbnt, 

March  22, 1816. 

Sir  :  The  petition  of  "  sundry  merchants  of 
Massachusetts,"  which  was  transmitted  in  your 
letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  with  a  request  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  fur  "any  infor* 
mation  on  the  subject  of  the  petition,  or  any  opin« 
ion  in  regard  to  the  claim  or  the  petitioners  that 
it  was  thought  proper  to  communicate,"  has  been 
duly  considered,  in  connexion,  as  well  with  the 
documents  that  accompanied  it,  as  with  other 
documents  in  this  Department  upon  the  same 
subject,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  communi- 
cate the  result. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1814  great  quan- 
tities of  goods,  of  British  manufacture,  amounting, 
probably,  in  the  aggregate  value,  to  more  than  a 
million  of  dollars,  were  admitted  to  entry  at 
Hampton,  in  the  district  of  Penobscot,  and  the 
duties  upon  them  were  paid  or  secured  at  the 
time  of  the  entry.  The  goods,  or  a  considerable 
proportion  of  them,  on  their  way  to  Boston,  from 
Hampden,  were  afterwards  seized  as  forfeited, 
under  various  laws ;  some  of  them  were  libelled 
in  the  district  court  of  Massachusetts,  and  others 
in  the  district  court  of  Maine ;  and,  upon  the  trial 
of  one  of  the  libels  in  Massachusetts,  with  an 
agreement  that  the  fate  of  that  case  should,  gen- 
erally, be  binding  on  all  the  other  cases,  the  jury 
gave  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  claimants,  under 
the  direction  of  the  court.  To  that  direction, 
however,  a  bill  of  exceptions  was  tendered,  and, 
upon  a  writ  of  error,  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  was  reversed,  and  a  new  trial  ordered  to  be 
had  at  the  bar  of  the  circuit  court. 

In  this  state  of  the  legal  proceedings,  the  peti- 
tioners, who  are  the  claimants  of  the  goods,  apply 
to  Congress  to  be  relieved  from  the  alleged  K>f^ 
feiture,  for  the  reasons  which  are  assigned  in  the 
petition  j  and,  upon  the  whole,  two  questions  arise 
for  consideration ;  Ist,  whether  the  claimanu  are 
the  bona  fide  owners  of  the  goods,  and  became  so 
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in  a  lawful  manner ;  2d,  whether  the  importation 
and  entry  of  the  goods  at  Hampton  were,  under 
all  circumstances,  lawful.  To  pave  the  way  for 
the  decision  of  the  committee,  on  these  qaestions, 
a  more  particnlar  statement  of  the  facts,  which 
are  inroired  in  the  ease,  becomes  proper  and  ne- 
cessary. 

T%e  general  fact$  of  the  case. 

The  British  Government  havinff  declared,  du- 
ring the  late  war,  a  general  blockadeof  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  Stales,  the  American  Got- 

ernment  on of  — ^^  issued  a  proclamation, 

protesting  aj;ainst  the  extravagance  of  the  mea- 
sure, and  oflertn^  to  neutral  traders  an  assurance 
of  all  the  protection  it  could  give.  Upon  the  same 
principle  and  policy  letters  were,  on  particular 
occasions,  written  from  the  Treasury  Department 
to  the  collectors  of  the  customs,  authorizing  the 
protection  and  encouragement  of  neutral  com- 
merce ;  and,  on  the  4th  of  April,  1814,  the  non- 
intercourse  laws  had  been  repealed  so  as  to  admit, 
gencnily,  the  imperlaltoa  of  goods  of  British 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  and  to  allow 
neutral  vessela  lo  trade  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  colonies 
or  dependencies  of  Great  Britain.  But  neither 
the  President's  proclamation,  nor  the  Treasury 
correxpondence^  nor  the  repealing  act,  were  de- 
signed to  sanction  a  merely  colorable  neutrality, 
covering  the  property  of  the  enem^r.  involving  an 
tinlawful  intercourse  between  the  citizens  and  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  violating  the 
positive  sanctions  of  the  laws  enatted  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  public  revenue. 

On  the  1st  of  September,  1814,  a  British  mili- 
tary and  naval  force  took  possession  of  Castine. 
the  port  of  entry  for  the  district  of  Penobscot,  ana 
claimed,  by  proclamations  and  military  orders, 
the  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  of  all  the  territory 
east  of  the  bay  and  river  Penobscot.  The  actual 
possession  and  occupancy  of  the  British  troops 
did  not  extend  over  the  territory  claimed ;  and, 
in  particular,  it  is  to  be  observed  that,  although  the 
town  of  Orrinffton,  which  was  neither  a  port  of 
delivery  nor  of  entry,  situated  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Penobscot,  was  probably  once  visited,  during 
the  month  of  iNovember,  1814,  by  a  small  detach- 
ment, **it  never  had  attempted  to  surrender  to 
the  British  arms,''  as  Judge  Story  Judicially  de- 
clared, in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  circuit 
court,  **and  it  always  continued  to  assert  and 
claim  its  American  rights  and  privileges,  and  to 
obey  the  laws  of  the  United  States."  When  the . 
British  forces  took  possession  of  Castine  the  col- 
lector of  Penobscot  removed  his  office  to  Hamp- 
den, (which  was  a  port  of  delivery  for  vessels  of 
the  United  States  only,  and  was  not  a  port  of  en- 
try for  any  vessels,)  situated  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Penobscot,  nearly  opposite  to  Orrington. 

The  appearances  of  an  illicit  traffic  between  the 
inhabitants  of  the  west  and  the  military  occu- 
pants of  the  east  side  of  the  bay  and  river  Penob- 
scot'were  soon  displayed,  and  strong  representa- 
tions were  made  to  the  Government  upon  the 
subject.    It  was  not  found  practicable,  however. 


in  this  quarter,  any  more  than  at  Passamaqaoi^, 
to  prevent  the  intercourse.  Supplies  were  seat 
in  abundance  to  the  enemy  ;  and  ^oods,  ilmost 
without  stint,  were  imported  into  tbe  Unit^ 
States  from  his  possession,  either  eludest/oeiy, 
or  in  vessels  assuming  a  neutral  flag.  Thegofxls 
claimed  by  the  petitioners  were  tKOQgbtfromO^ 
rinp;ton  to  Hampden  in  the  latter  mode.  The 
petitioners  do  not,  either  in  theallegatioBsof  t^eir 
petition,  or  in  the  docaments  accompaoyisg  H, 
furnish  the  means  of  making  a  discrimiDstioo  is 
the  merit  of  their  cases  f  but,  on  the  eootrarf.  is 
they  all  united  in  an  agreement  to  be  boDDdin 
the  decision  of  one  case,  and  as  they  oaite  in  om 
application  to  Congress  upon  the  same  geoenl 
statement,  it  mnst  be  presumed  that  the  cases  ire 
not  susceptible  of  any  important  distinetioa.  They 
will,  therefore,  be  embraced  withoat  discrimipt- 
tion,  in  the  narrative  of  the  transaction,  iriiie& 
the  petition  places  upon  a  footing  of  a  fair  ud 
open  neutral  trade ;  as  Co  the  owner  aad  ebincter 
of  tbe  vessel  employed  ;  as  to  the  ownerrof  tht 
goods  imported,  and  as  to  the  course  of  tbe  trade. 

Isr.  Asto  theewieramidtkecharaeleroftbevm' 

edenploffed. 

In  delivering  the  judgment  of  tbe dieoiteoott, 
Judge  Story  states  that  the  goods  elumed  by  tbe 
petitioners  *'  were  fotiiad  at  Orriogtoa,  la  tbe 
month  of  November,  1814,  and  were  tbeasbipped 
on  board  of  a  small  sloop,  called  tbe  Cbmuoa, 
commanded  by  a  Mr.  Wiliiam  P.  Uager,  tad 
transferred  to  Hampden,  where  they  were  admit- 
ted to  an  entry  by  the  collector  of  tbe  dbtrict,  is 
foreign  goods  imported  in  a  foreign  vessel,  dke.; 
that  the  sloop  was  American  built,  and  was,VDiil 
the  14th  of  October,  1814,  eoroUed  and  lieeosed 
for  the  coasting  trade,  in  the  district  of  Penobscot, 
by  the  name  of  the  Union ;  that,  on  that  day,8be 
was  sold  to  Mr.  Uogcr,  tbe  mMster,  who  called 
himself  a  Swedbh  sobjeet,  aithouaffa  it  was  io  proof 
that  he  had  for  several  years  domiciied  in  tbe 
United  States;  and  that,  at  the  time  of  transport- 
ing the  goods,  the  sloop  was  navigating  under  a 
pass  from  Mr.  Soderstrom,  the  Swedish  Consnl, 
dated  the  14th  of  the  same  October,  recognising 
her  as  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  Swedish  flag; 
but  her  crew,  with  the  exception  of  the  master, 
were  all  Americans." 

The  character  of  Unger  and  the  Christiaw, 
thus  described  by  the  judge,  is  also  to  be  traced 
in  the  depositions  and  documents  aceompaoy lof 
the  petition.  , 

It  is  stated  by  Charles  Tibbet,  the  depoty  col- 
lector of  Penobscot,  « that  he  had  known  the 
Christina  by  the  name  of  Union,  pr'^r  ^o  ^^ 
arrival  at  Hampden,  for  sereial  years;  tbatbeatd 
not  recollect  where'  she*  was  built,  bat  she  wis 
originally  an  American  vessel ;  that  her  last  o«ni- 
ers  were  Samuel  Bartlett  and  another  person,  vm 
of  Buckstown ;  that  she  continued  ««  ^  ^ 
property  until  October  last,  at  which  time,  accoifr 
ing  to  il  bill  of  sale,  she  appeared  to  hare  m 
transferred  to  Mr.  Unger ;  that  he  had  iw<""'*!; 
Unger  about  three  months;  had  heard Uogerwy 
he  was  married;  had  a  wife  at  the  SovUwtid. 
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^. ;  thtt  he  4id  not  koow  where  Un^r  resided 
for  the  last  three  years,  bat  he  bad  heard  him  say 
that  ha  bad  sailed  fh>in  the  Southward  and  West- 
ward; that  Uoger  oceasionaUy  then  resided  at 
Hampden ;  that  he  was  at  Castine  aboat  the  end 
of  September,  1814,  where  he  saw  Unger,  who 
told  him  that  he  had  goods  on  hand  which  he 
wished  to  introduce  into  the  United  States,  sta- 
ting that  be  was  a  neutral  sabject,  asking  him  \i 
he  could  import  the  goods  in  a  neutral  vessel,  and 
whether  such  a  vessel  would  be  admitted  to  an 
entry  on  application  being  made ;  and  that  he  told 
Unger  he  thought  there  would  be  no  difficulty  if 
it  were  a  reenlar  vessel,"  &e. 

It  is  stated  by  Bamvel  Bartlett,  (who  proves  to 
have  been  the  owner  of  the  Union,  on  the  14th  of 
October,  1614,  the  date  of  the  alleged  bill  of  sale 
to  Unger.)  that,  in  the  month  of  October,  1814, 
Unger  informed  him  that  he  was  a  naturalized  and 
Swedish  subject,  and  had,  with  other  neutrals,  a 
large  quantity  of  goods  at  Gastine,  then  in  the 
possession  of  the  British,  which  he  wished  to  ship 
mto  the  United  States  \  and  applied  to  him  to  go 
to  Hampden,  in  order  to  learn,  from  the  collector, 
whether  he  frit  himself  authorised,  by  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  to  enter  ffoods  in  a  neutral 
vessel  with  consular  papers  at  Hampden ;  that  he 
went  aecordinffly,  and  Mr.  Hook,  the  collector, 
being  al»ent,  Mr.  Tibbet,  bis  deputy,  informed 
him  that  he  would  enter  all  goods  which  came  in 
that  way,  and  thought  there  would  be  no  kind  of 
difficulty  in  so  doing ;  that  he  observed^  that  he 
wished  Tibbet  to  be  smre  he  was  right,  for  it  was 
of  great  importance  to  his  employer;  that  he  re- 
turned immediately  to  Castine,  and  gave  infor- 
mation to  Unger  of  Tibbet's  answer,  and  Uneer 
a  few  davs  after  sent  the  sloop  Christina  to  Or- 
rington,"  dbc. 

n  is  stated  by  Joseph  Lee, "  that,  in  the  months 
of  November  and  Dhecember,  1814,  he  was  em- 
ployed by  Unger,  master  and  owner  of  the  Swe- 
dish sloop  Christina,  to  do  the  necessary  writing, 
dbc. ;  that  he  prepared  the  master's  manifests  and 
owner's  entry  of  several  cargoes  of  foreign  goods, 
which  were  shipped  on  board  of  the  said  sloop  at 
Orriogton  and  Buekstown,  and  imported  into  and 
delivered  at  Hampden  and  Frankfort;  that  he 
was  knowing  to  Unger's  purchasing  large  quan- 
tities of  foreign  goods  of  British  merchants  at  St. 
John's  and  Hahfhz,  which  were  transported  to 
Orrington,  and  imported  and  delivered  at  Hamp- 
den ;  and  that  he  verily  believed  that  Unger  was, 
what  he  said  he  was,  a  native  of  Bohemia,  and  a 
naturalized  Swede ;  that  John  Njrman  was  a  na- 
tive Swede;  and  that  Constantmo  Lefrio  was 
a  native  Spaniard." 

It  is  stated  by  Bdward  W.  Bradshaw,  ^  that, 
in  the  month  of  November,  1814,  while  acting  as 
S  w^drih  vice-eonsul,  under  the  authority  of  Rich- 
ard Soderstrom,  Esq.,  he  went  to  Hamoden,  in 
the  county  of  Hancock,  in  the  district  m  Maine, 
for  the  purpore  of  examining  the  papers  of  the 
Swedish  sloop  Christina,  whereof  Unger  was 
master  and  owner;  on  examination  he  found  her 
papers  to  be  original  ones,  and  that  Captain  Un- 
ger was  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a  natural- 


ized citizen  of  Sweden ;  that  he  could  not  say 
where  he  was  born,  but  believed  he  was  born  in 
Denmark,  and  had  a  Swedish  burgher's  brief." 

It  is  stated,  generally  in  the  thirteen  manifests 
of  the  successive  cargoes  imported  in  the  sloop 
Christina  from  Orrineton  to  Hampden  and  Frank- 
fort, that  Peter  W.  Unger  is  master  and  owner  of 
the  vessel,  and  that  he  is  a  burgher  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew. 

Upon  the  evidence  thus  recited,  in  relation  to 
the  owner  of  the  vessel,  it  appears  that^  on  the 
14th  of  October,  1814,  the  alleged  Swedish  sloop 
Christina,  owned  by  Unger,  a  naturalized  Swede, 
was  the  American  licensed  sloop  Union,  owuea 
hj  Samuel  I^rtlett  and  another  person,  citizens 
of  the  United  States;  that  Uoger  (as  Judge  Sto- 
ry says)  had  been  for  several  years  domiciled  in 
the  United  States;  but  that,  on  the  14th  of  Oe- 
tober,  1814,  with  a  view  to  the  transportaU'on  of 
goods  from  Orrington  to  Hampden,  the  vessel  as- 
sumed a  neutral  flag,  and  Unger  obtained  a  cer- 
tificate and  pass  from  the  Sw^ish  consul,  recog- 
nising him  as  a  naturalized  Swede. 

2A^^Aa  to  iheovmer9  of  thi  good9  importecL 

It  appears  from  the  thirteen  manifests  which 
have  been  already  referred  to,  that  all  the  ffboda 
imported  in  the  Christina  were  entered  at  Hamp- 
den from  Orrington,  between  the  29th  of  October 
and  the  d2d  of  December,  1814,  both  days  inclus- 
ive;  that  the  only  shippers  of  the  goods  were  W. 
P.  Unger,  S.  J.  M.  Peillon,  John  Lyman,  and 
Lefrio,  and  that  the  goods  were  consigned  to 
order,  to  Unger,  to  Nyman,  to  Lefrio,  to  Herrick, 
and  to  Crosby,  respectively.  The  only  bill  of  sale 
exhibited  with  the  petition,  purports  to  be  one 
from  John  Nyman  to  Mr.  Arthur  Tappan,  dated 
Hampden,  the  3d  of  December,  1814,  for  goods  to 
the  amount  of  $58,982  70.  It  is  stated  that  the 
goods  had  been  bought  by  Nyman  of  "  James 
Chapman,  on  the  13th  of  November,  1814 ;''  that 
"the  advance  was  twenty  per  cent.,  it  being  un- 
derstood that  the  said  Tappan  is  to  pay  the  duties 
on  the  above  goods  when  they  become  due;"  and 
it  concludes  with  a  receipt  in  these  words:  "De- 
cember 5.  Received  payment,  by  draft,  on  John 
Tappan,  of  Boston,  payable  in  sixty  days  from 
date.  John  Nvman.''  The  signature  to  the  re- 
ceipt is  the  subject  of  a  deposition  by  Timothy 
Rogers,  who  says,  *'that  he  has  seen  the  said  Ny- 
man write  his  name,  and  had  no  doubt  but  thai 
the  signature  of  John  Nyman  to  the  annexed  bill 
of  sale  to  Anthony  Tappan,  dated  December  3, 
1814}  &c.,  is  the  proper  nandwriting  of  the  said 
Nyman,  and  that  the  deponent  spoke  of  this  fact 
as  from  his  best  recollection,  having  never  seen 
Nyman  write  but  once." 

The  real  ownership  of  the  great  quantity  of 
goods  imported,  appears,  therefore,  to  be  referred, 
without  explanation,  by  the  petitioners  to  Unger, 
to  Nvman,  to  Lefrio,  and  to  reillon. 

Ot  Unger,  and  his  competenc  v  to  be  owner  of 
a  great  portion  of  the  goods,  the  facts  already 
stated  are  all  that  can  be  traced. 

Of  Nyman,  and  of  his  competency  to  be  the 
owner  of  a  great  portion  of  the  goods,  it  is  stated 
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by  Timotbf  Rogers,  ^'tbat  John  Nfman  arrived 
•I  Gloucester  in  May,  1814,  master  of  the  schooner 
Magdtleoa,  and  applied  to  the  deponent  to  enter 
his  vessel,  and  to  transact  his  business.  That  the 
vessel  and  cargo,  from  papers,  appeared  to  be  the 
property  of  Nyman,  and  the  cargo  was  consigned 
to  tne  deponent,  as  his  agent  or  commission  mer- 
chant. That  the  deponent  followed  his  instruc- 
tions in  the  management  and  disposal  of  it ;  and 
that  he  acted,  in  all  respects,  as  owner,  the  depo- 
nent knowing  no  one  else  as  owner."  The  man- 
ifest of  the  Aiagdalena's  cargo  is  exhibited.  It  is 
fbrther  stated  by  John  S.  Trott,  that  Nyman  is  a 
Swede,  a  man  of  integrity  and  credit  in  trade; 
and  Mr.  Soderstrom,  the  Consul  General  of 
Sweden,  as  well  as  Mr.  Blngge,  the  Swedish 
,  Consul  for  Mauacbpsetu,  states  that  Nyman  is 
a  Swede. 

Of  Lefrio,  and  bis  competency  to  be  the  owner 
of  the  goods  imported  in  his  name,  all  that  occurs 
is  a  statement  by  Joseph  Lee,  that  Lefrio  is  a 
Spaniard,  and  that  It  appears  by  the  invoices  that 
he  was  an  owner  of  some  of  the  goods. 

Of  Peillon  there  is  no  trace  in  the  documents 
Accompanying  the  petition,  except  his  name  oc- 
curs in  the  manifests.  Peillon  has,  however,  filed 
a  petition  for  a  remission  of  the  forfeiture  incur- 
red, in  which  lie  claims  a  part  of  the  goods  in  his 
own  right  as  a  neutral  Frenchman,  and  admits 
that  bts  goods  were  transported  i'rom  Castine  to 
Orrington  by  land,  alleging  such  course  to  have 
been  necessary,  in  order  to  avoid  the  British 
blockade. 

3d. — Am  to  the  course  of  the  trade. 

It  is  sometimes  alleged  that  the  goods  were  pur- 
chased in  Halifax^  and  sometimes  that  they  were 
purchased  at  Castme  s  but  how  or  when  they  were 
deposited  at  Orrington,  does  not  appear  upon  the 
documents  accompanying  the  petition;  nor,  in- 
deed, did  the  fact  appear  (as  Judge  Story  states) 
in  the  evidence  before  the  circuit  court. 

To  these  general  views  of  the  case  it  is  proper 
to  add  that,  on  the  25th  October,  1814.  four  days 
previously  to  the  first  entry  of  the  Christina  at 
Hampden,  a  letter  was  written  to  Josiah  Hook, 
by  John  Tappan,  agent,  and  Edmund  Munroe, 
agent,  in  which  thejr  inquire  as  follows :  "  We 
are  desired  to  ascertain  from  you  if  a  neutral  ves- 
sel, with  neutral  papers,  and  with  a  cargo  owned 
by  a  neutral  subject,  will  be  admitted  to  an  entry 
in  the  district  of  Penobscot,  say  in  Hampden  or 
Bangor,  if  such  a  one  should  arrive  without  a 
clearance,"  ^.  Mr.  Hook  answered  that  *^he 
would  admit  a  vessel  to  an  entry,  of  the  descrip- 
tion mentioned,  at  either  Hampden  or  Bangor, 
and  that  he  should  afibrd  every  facility  that  the 
law  would  authorise  to  encourage  fair  trade." 
An  application  was  also  made  by  Mr.  Tappan  to 
Mr.  Blake,  the  district  attorney,  lor  an  opinion  on 
the  legality  of  the  course  contemplated  by  the 
above  inquiry.  Mr.  Blake's  answer  branches  into 
a  number  of  points,  but,  in  substance,  it  confirms 
the  opinion  given  by  Mr,  Hook. 

For  whom  Messrs.  Tappan  and  Munroe  acted 
a«  agents,  in  their  application  to  the  collector  and 


district  attorney,  doea  not  appear.  Mr.  Tihhet 
states  that  **  he  does  not  know  whether  any  part 
of  the  goods  was  the  property  of  Mr.  CJoger,  nor 
does  he  know  to  whom  the  said  goods  did  belong. 
That  the  duties  were  secured,  and  in  part  naid  if 
Thomas  W.  Storrow,  of  Boston,  Joha  Crosby, 
jun.,  of  Hampden,  aad  Hart  well  Williams,  of 
Auffusta,  all  of  them  American  ciiizeos.  Thmt 
he  dues  not  know  by  whom  the  goods  weretn&s- 
ported  to  Boston,  but  that  the  certificates  intend^ 
to  accompany  them  were  delivered  by  kimtoMi. 
Storrow. 

Haviag  thus  examined  the  documeots  acconi- 
panying  the  petition,  without  referring,  except 
generafiy,  to  the  contemporaDeoos  iolormatioa 
received  at  the  Treasury  Department,  it  ia  proper 
to  bring  into  view  the  material  allegmtioos  of  the 
petitioners  in  point  of  fact,  (not  already  brought 
into  view  by  the  foregoing  statement,)  that  they 
may  be  compared  with  the  evidence.  They  aie 
the  following: 

1.  That  the  petitioners  were,  respectively,  pur- 
chasers of  goods  imported  into  the  district  of  Pe- 
nobscot, since  the  1st  of  October,  1814,  by  divers 
persons,  subjects  of  Powers  in  asiiiy  with  the 
United  States,  being  neutrals,  not  domiciliated  in 
the  United  States,  nor  in  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Qreat  Britain  and  Ireland,  nor  in  any  of  the 
colonies,  provinces,  dependencies,  or  possessioos 
thereof. 

2.  That,  after  the  repeal  of  the  nen-importailon 
and  non-intercourse  laws,  goods  were  imported 
by  neutrals  from  British  possessions  into  the  dis- 
trict of  Passamaqnoddy,  were  admitted  to  aa  en- 
try, and  there  sold  to  American  merchants,  with- 
out prohibitioik  seizure,  or  detention;  amC  after 
the  capture  of  Eastport,  the  custom-house  was 
removed  to  Lubec,  where  similar  entries  and  sales 
were  allowed. 

3.  That  the  collector  of  Penobscot,  or  his  dep- 
uty, "  on  application  heing  made  by  sundry  oea- 
tral  merchants,"  to  ascertain  whether  goode  of 
British  manufacture,  but  the  property  of  neotraJs, 
could  be  admitted  to  entry  at  Hampden,  as  well 
from  Castine  as  from  other  places  in  the  aeiaal 
possession  of  the  British,  answered  in  the  affiria- 
ative;  and,  in  consequence  thereof,  such  ianpor- 
tations  were  made. 

4.  That  thereupon  the  petitioners  purchased, 
bona  fide,  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  goods  so 
imported,  after  they  were  entered  and  landed,  at 
an  advance,  and  paid  for  them,  at  the  terms  of 
purchase,  by  drafts  and  bills  on  different  places 
abroad,  and  in  the  United  States. 

6.  That,  on  the  trial  of  the  libel  in  the  district 
court,  it  was  admitted  on  the  part  of  the  Uailed 
State's,  aad  of  the  officer  who  made  the  aeizare, 
that,  at  the  time  of  the  importation,  the  goods 
were  the  property  of  neutral  subjects,  not  domir 
ciled  in  the  United  States,  nor  in  any  of  the  Brit- 
ish dominions,  and  were  imported  in  a  vessel  ad- 
mitted by  the  collector  to  be  a  neutral  vessel. 

6.  That  Orrington  was  deemed  by  the  collec- 
tor either  a  British  possession,  from  which  sea- 
trals  might  trade  to  the  United  States,  or  a  pUce 
at^hioh  the  goods  might  be  landed,  as  in  a  case 
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of  neensity,  QO^er  the  tweDty-se?e&tb  section  of 
the  collection  law,  (vol.  4,)  withoat  iocurring  the 
penalties  and  forfettares  of  the  act  interdicting  to 
neutrals  a  participation  in  the  coasting  trade  of 
the  United  States. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  question  recurs,  Ist.  Whe- 
.  tber  the  petitioners  are  tha  bona  fide  owners  of 
the  goods  clainsed,  and  became  so  in  a  lawful 
manner?  And,  8d.  Whether  the  importation  and 
entry  of  the  goods  at  Hampden  were,  under  all 
eifcumstances,  lawful? 

The  consideration  of  these  questions  is  submit* 
ted,  respectfully,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  upon  the  following  propositions: 

1.  That  if  the  teasel,  master,  and  other  persons 
employed  were,  in  fact,  neutral,  and  not  the  in- 
struments of  a  contrivanee,  to  evade  the  law  of 
war,  as  well  as  the  municipal  law ;  and  if  the 
goods,  when  landed  and  entered  at  Hampden, 
were,  bona  fide,  the  property  of  neutrals,  and  not 
the  property  of  an  enemy,  or  of  citiaens  having 
purchased  thero^  from  the  enemy,  the  first  ques- 
tion may  be  answered  in  the  affirmative.  But  if 
there  be  a  doubt  upon  the  subject,  the  petitioners 
may  be  allowed  time  to  produce  further  evidence 
before  Congress,  or  they  may  be  referred  to  the 
decision  on  the  trial,  which  has  been  ordered  at 
the  bar  of  the  circuit  court. 

2.  That,  if  the  first  question  be  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  the  legal  answer  to  the  second  ques- 
tion,  arising  upon  the  strict  law  of  the  case,  may 
be  superseded  bj  an  ezereise  of  the  legislative 
authority.  It  will  then  be  unnecessary  to  decide 
upon  the  lawfulness  of  establishing  a  port  of  en- 
try at  Hampden;  and  upon  the  lawfulness  of  the 
importation  and  deposite  of  the  goods  at  Orring- 
ton ;  and  upon  the  unlawfulness  of  the  trade  be- 
tween Hampden  and  Orringtonj  upon  the  waters 
of  the  United  States,  under  a  neutral  flag,  and 
with  an  unlicensed  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
Hon.  Wm.  J^wn oca, 

Chairman  Com,  Way 9  ofid  Meaum, 


UNSETTLED  BALANCES. 

[Gommonicaied  to  the  Honse»  April  ti,  1810.] 

Mr.  HuQBB,  from  the  committee  appointed  by 
a  resolution  of  the  27th  February  last,  to  examine 
generally  into  the  subject  of  unsettled  balaoceS| 
submitted  the  following  report: 

At  an  early  period  after  tbeir  appointment  the 
committee  proceeded  to  turn  tbeir  attention  to  the 
subject  submitted  to  them.  Although  prepared 
to  meet  many  difficulties,  in  the  proposed  investi- 
gation of  unsettled  balances,  tney  had  b^  no 
means  anticipated  that  these  difficulties  would 
have  been  so  serious,  or  to  the  extent  they  have 
ezperieneed.  They  found  themselves  advancing 
into  a  labyrinth,  the  intricacies  of  which  Increased 
at  every  step  they  progressed.  Little  verted  in 
the  laws  tinder  which  they  were  established,  and 


still  less  in  the  rules,  regulations,  and  modes  of 
proceeding  adopted  by  the  difierent  departments, 
u  became  necessary  that  they  should,  in  the  first 
instance,  endeavor  to  obtain  some  information  on 
these  points  J  and  having  no  particular  clue  to 
guide  them  in  making  an  investigation,  the  labor, 
zeal,  and  attention  they  were  able  to  devote  to 
this  or  that  particular  object  of  research  not  un- 
frequentlf  turned  out  to  have  been  unnecessary, 
or  of  little  or  no  avail.  The  want  of  time,  arising 
from  their  other  official  duties,  the  fast  approach* 
ing  period  of  ihe  adjournment, and  more  than  aU, 
the  measure  wisely  adopted  by  the  House,  of  ap- 
pointing distinct  standing  committees  to  examine 
hereafter  into  each  respective  department,  have 
theref<9re  induced  the  committee  to  suspend,  at 
least  for  the  present  session,  any  further  attempt  ^ 
to  investigate  the  details  of  particular  balanoeflu ' 
and  raiher  to  confine  themselves  to  a  general 
view  of  the  subject  of  th^  causes  which  have 
giren  rise  to  so  many  unsettled  balances,  and  of  the 
provisions  which  presented  themselves  as  likely 
to  remedy,  or  at  least  check  the  evil,  and  which 
it  might  be  deemed  expedient  to  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House. 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  at  its  commencement 
and  first  establishment  under  the  new  Constitu- 
tion, large  and  extensive  powers  and  duties  de* 
▼ulved  upon  the  Qeneral  Government,  which  h«i 
been  previously  vested  in  the  several  States. 
They  bad,  of  eourse,  to  enter  upon  a  wide  and 
unexplored  field  of  action,  and  wise  and  efficient 
as  the  regulations  and  measures  adopted  for  the 
collection  of  the  revenue  in  the  first  instance  no 
donbt  were,  it  was  impossible  to  anticipate  all  the 
difficulties  or  mal-practices  which  would  neces- 
sarily arise  under  an  administration  of  the  afiaira 
of  this  growing  country,  co  extensive  with  the 
Union.  Hence,  various  toconveotenees  were, 
in  progress  of  time,  experienced,  and  among 
others  unsettled  balances  and  defalcations  in  other 
branches  of  the  public  revenue,  but  more  esp»» 
cialiy  among  the  collectors,  and  in  the  customs, 
began  at  an  early  period  to  be  experienced  and 
complmtned  of.  Occasional  checks  and  amend-' 
men  IS  were  devised  and  adopted,  as  experience 
showed  the  necessity  of  them ;  but  it  is  believed 
that  there  is  great  room  for  improvement,  and 
that  a  general  revisal  of  the  organization  of  the 
several  departments  in  regard  to  the  matugement 
of  their  fi:»cal  concerns,  with  additional  checks  ia 
the  collection  and  expenditures  of  the  pubUfl 
monejr*}  is  most  deairable  and  requisite.  On  the 
propriety,  therefore,  of  offering  a  resolation  di- 
recting the -Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  prepare 
and  submit  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  some 
such  general  and  improved  system,  the  committee 
feel  confident  that  they  are  supported  by  the 
opinion  of  all  those  connected  or  acquainted  with 
the  actual  state  of  the  several  departments. 

In  the  meantime  they  feel  authorized,  not  only, 
by  what  has  fallen  under  their  own  obserTatioOf 
but  by  the  concurrent  approbation  of  ^11  ihosn 
whom  they  have  consulted,  and  ia  particular  by 
that  of  the  Comptroller,  and  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  himself,  to  recommend  that  proviaion  be 
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immwiiatelf  made  for  tttabiisbiag  the  offiee  of 
aeeoQiitaBt  in  the  Department  of  State*  The 
iNisiDeas  of  that,  as  well  as  of  most  other  of  the 
departments,  has  greatly  iocreased  within  a  few 
years,  and  is  likely  to  continne  to  increase.  There 
IS,  moreoTer,  a  great  mass  of  ansettled  aceoonts 
in  the  Department  of  State ;  nor  is  it  easy  to  an^ 
tteipate,  under  the  present  organization,  when 
they  can  be  finally  acted  upon  and  settled.  Its 
transactions  embrace  a  wide  and  most  eztensiTe 
fidd,  and  it  is  impossible  that  the  high  officer  of 
this  braocii  of  the  Gtorerameni,  upon  whom  the 
whole  burden  now  devolves,  can  pay  the  proper 
and  reqaisite  attention  to  all  the  little  minutie  of 
^e  office^  and  to  tha  increased,  increasing,  and 
▼arious  pecuniary  transactions  with  agents  in 
every  habitable  country  with  which  the  United 
States  have  had,  or  may  have,  intercosrse  or  po^ 
litical  relations.  To  ail  who  have  attended  to  the 
subject  the  necessity  is,  indeed,  evident ;  for,  bav* 
ing>  snclv  a  subordinate  officer,  whose  immediate 
duty  it  will  be  to  bring  up  the  business  at  this 
time  so  much  in  arrear,  to  retain  precedents,  and 
thereby  establish  greater  system  and  oniformity 
in  the  final  adjustment  of  different  accounts,  and 
to  bring  all  those  who  have  transacted  or  may 
hereafter  transact  business,  and  h^ve  accouau 
n^ith  the  Department,  to  frequent  and  regular  set- 
tlement. On  the  otiier  hand,  it  would  seem  not 
less  expedient  to  oblige  all  foreign  Ministers  and 
public  agents  to  send  in  a  regular  and  semi*annnat 
account  current,  with  the  usual  and  necessary 
vouchers  of  all  their  money  transactions  with  and 
OB  account  of  the  Goverament.  This  appears  to 
have  been  heretofore  left  very  much  to  the  indi- 
vidual himself  to  do  or  not,  as  he  judged  proper ; 
and  instances  ara  not  wanting  of  those  in  high 
and  raspoosible  situations  who  have  never  fur* 
nished  any  account  whatever  of  their  expenditure, 
o^r  of  the  moneys  which  have  passed  through  their 
hands.  From  these  considerations,  the  commit- 
tee have  deemed  it  incumbent  on  them  to  report 
a  bill  for  the  eatablishment  of  the  office  of  ac- 
countant, and  directing  regular  accounts  to  be 
rendtrtd  by  foreign  Ministera  and  agents,,  which, 
if  time  permit  the  House  to  act  upon  during  the 
present  session,  it  is  believed  will  save  the  United 
States  many  thousand  dollars. 

With  respect  to  the  unsettled  balances,  (the 
subject  more  immediately  submitted  to  their  con- 
sideration,) which  are,  by  law.  annually  submit- 
ted to  the  House  and  published,  they  may  be  di- 
vided into  three  separate  and  distinct  classes,  viz: 

Ist.  Balances  of  a  doubtful  or  equitable  nature. 

8d.  Balances  on  accounts  not  finally  liquictated 
or  acted  upon. 

9d.  Balances  liquidated,  acted  upon,  and  evi- 
dently due  to  the  United  States. 

The  first  class  includes  such  of  the  balances  as 
the  departments  may  not  have  been  able,  under 
existing  laws  and  circumstances,  or  have  felt  a 
difficulty,  and  perhaps  even  a  delicacy,  in  acting 
finally  upon.  These  are  not  very  numerous,  but 
they  relate,  in  several  instances,  to  characters  and 
persons  who  hate  held  the  highest  ofikes  under 
the  Qovernment ;  some  of  them  are,  moreover,  of 


long  standings  and  not  liMf  eeec  «o  he  fiaiyj 
adjusted  under  the  existing  auie  of  things,  u 
appears  therefore  to  the  eomauiteef  both  expe- 
dient and  desirable  that  sooan  mode  akoaid  be 
adopted  for  disposing  of  them,  or  eoae-  U'lhonal 
estaotished  which  might  paaa  theoa  inreviefr,  mmd 
decide  finally  upon  them,  or  report  them,  with 
their  opiaions  in  each  rea|)eetive  ease,  to  the 
House  tor  their  further  exaoit&atioA  aod  n&uaate 
decision  in  regard  to  them. 

The  second  class  embraces  that  description  of 
balances  which  appears  upon  aceoantai  (ioob  what- 
ever cause,  Dpt  finally  settled  at  the  eev«ral  de- 
partments    This  sometimes  hafwelie  in  eases 
where  further  time  m  allowed    lor    proenhas 
vouchers,  or  bringing  forward  additionai  ehaige» 
or  pretensions  to  which  the  individoal  believes 
himself,  or  afiects  to  be  entitled.    On  other  occa- 
sions unsettled  balances  are  publiahed  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws,  where  the  accounts  are  atill  ia 
a.courM  of  liquidation,  and  where  there  i%  in  fact, 
no  balance  actually  due,  but  the  balance  pnhlished 
as  such  is  whatappeara  to  be  dae  at  the  end  of 
three  years  on  the  face  of  the  acconnt,  and  tis  far 
as  it  has  been  liquidated.    In  scHae  instances,  it 
would  seem  that  unliquidated  and  ansettled  bal- 
ances are  published,  in  eases  evea  where  the  in- 
dividual has  been  ready  and  prepared  lo  settle 
finally  his  accounts,  but  for  want  of  time, or  from 
doubts  in  regard  to  some  undecided  jpoiatS)  or 
from  some  other  cause,  proceeding  not  trom  him, 
but  the  Department,  a  final  settlenAent  has  not 
taken  place. 

The  necessary  publication  of  some  of  these  un- 
settled balances,  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the 
existing-  provisions  of  the  law,  is  per  heps  to  be 
regretted ;  for,  whilst  defaulters  and  those  goi/iy 
of  peculation  deserve  to  he  thus  published  and 
made  known,  it  teiHis  greatly  lo  diminish  the 
odium  and  contempt  which  they  would  experi- 
ence, that  their  names  should  he  coupled  to,  and 
appear  with,  those  who  are  less  culpably  or  per- 
haps in  nowise  defaulters.  Nor  can  it  fail  to  be 
peculiarly  paiolhl  and  anravattog  lo  the  feelings 
of  honest  and  honorable  men  to  find  themselves 
in  such  company,  and  held  up  to  the  public  under 
at  least  the  appearance  of  having  committed  like 
frauds  upon  the  Goverament. 

It  would  seem,  indeed,  that  no  account  ought 
to  remain  unliquidated  and  unsettled  after  a  lapse 
of  three  yearst    Yet  as  this  may,  and  has  hap- 

S^ned,  the  committee  are  of  o[Hniott  that  the 
omptroller  ought  to  have  the  discretionary  pow- 
er of  distinguisning  cases  of  this  kind,  as  well  as 
those  which  fall  under  the  first  clasai  from  the 
general  mass  of  unsettled  balanees^aad  to  prenent 
them  ia  a  separate  and  special  report,  statiag  the 
circumstances  of  each,  and  the  course,  where  ae- 
cesrary,  he  would  recommend  to  be  pursued  in 
reeard  to  them. 

It  might,  perhaps,  be  likewise  proper  to  render 
it  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the  several  departments  to 
keep  a  regular  annual  aoeount  in  the  name  of 
each  and  all  of  the  salary  officers,  aad  of  any  otber 
persons,  whose  accounta  might  at  all  timm  be 
mtislaolorily  stated  without  recoarae  to  the  indi- 
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▼^dOAl  for  VQiicii«EB.  And  it  aeens  endently 
proper,  OD  the  other  hand,  that  each  aod  every 
persoo  baviog  moaey  traosaQtions  with  the  Got- 
emmeat  should  be  bound  to  reader  at  least  semi- 
aoimal  accoaots,  aodi  where  postible,  to  make  an 
ftouual  settleineBt  in  full  of  all  receipts  aod  ex- 
penditures of  public  moneys  which  have  passed 
through  their  hands,  or  under  their  mAoagemeau 

To  the  third,  last,  and  most  important  class 
of  unsettled  balances,  belong  those  of  all  real  de- 
faultersi  who  either  acknowledge  themselves  to 
be  such,  or  are  found  to  be  so  upon  a  final  settle- 
oaent  of  their  accounts,  tt  is  much  to  be  regret- 
ted that  this  class  of  defaulters  should  be  so 
DJuneKous,  and  in  some  instances  for  considerable 
sums ;  nor  is  it  less  to  be  regretted  that  the  names 
are  found-among  them  of  persons  of  high  standing 
and  consideration  in  society. 

The  committee,  although  for  reasons  already 
mentioned  thev  have  declined  entering  into  a 
strict  and  detailed  examination  of  the  accounts  of 
each  individual^  or  bringing  any  of  them  forward 
at  the  present  tune,  have  df  voted  considerable  at- 
tention to,  and  taken  into  serious  consideration, 
this  class  of  casea^  with  a  view  of  devising  means 
to  lessen  the  number  already  existing,  and  pre- 
vent, as  far  as  possible,  if  not  altogether,  the  re- 
currence of  them  in  time  to  come.  A  hope  that 
the  greater  experience,  and  better  practical  infor- 
mation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would 
enable  hisa  to  come  to  their  aid  in  promoting 
these  desirable  objects  is,  likewise,  one  of  their 
principal  inducements  for  recommending  a  call 
upon  him  to  submit  a  new  and  revised  hnancial 
system  to  Congress  at  their  next  session  i  and, 
though  they  are  aware  that  the  advanced  period 
of  the  present  session  will  necessarily  prevent  any 
mesBure  on  the  subject  from  being  brought  to 
maturity  at  this  time,  yet  the  committee  deem  it 
not  amiss  to  suggest,  for  the  constderatioa  of  the 
House,  the  following  provbioas  aa  likdv  to  eon- 
tribttte,  in  some  degree,  to  prevent  such  large  de- 
falcations in  the  future  receipts  and  expenditure 
of  the  public  revenues  as  are  found  on  the  face  of 
many  of  the  unsettled  babmees.  In  this  view  the 
committee  f espeeifuily  propose: 

That  the  Comptroller  and  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  authorized  to  review  and  examine 
such  cases  of  doubt,  equity,  or  difficulty,  in  regard 
to  the  unsettled  balances,  as  fail  unoer  the  de- 
scription of  tJbe  first  or  seeond  class  ^Mcified  ia 
this  report,  and  to  dispose  of  them,  either  by 
adopting  aome  equitable  mode  of  bringing  them 
to  a  final  settlement,  or  by  specially  reporting 
them,  with  their  opinions  in  regard  to  each  par* 
ticular  case^  to  the  House,  for  their  further  exam- 
ination and  ultimate  decision  in  regard  to  them. 

That  the  district  attorneys,  or  others,  employed 
oa  behalf  of  the  United  States,  be  required  to 
make  an  annual  and  detailed  report  to  the  Comp- 
troller, hy  him  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  of  their 
proceedings  in  regard  to  public  defaulters,in  their 
respective  districts. 

That  the  Heads  of  the  several  Departments  be 
required  to  specify,  in  their  annual  rmorts  to 
Congressi  the  names  of  the  persons  to  wnom  ad. 


Tances  of  the  public  moneys,  or  with  whom  con- 
tracts have  been  made,  the  amount  of  the  sums 
advanced,  and  the  objects  for  which  they  were 
advanced ;  also,  the  names  of  their  sureties,  and 
th^  amount  for  which  the  several  sureties  are  re- 
spectively liable. 

That  all  collectors  of  the  customs,  and  all  other 
receivers  of  the  taxes,  duties,  or  other  public 
moneys  whatsoever,  be  required  to  pay  over  week- 
ly, or  as  frequently  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury may  direct,  to  the  Baak  for  branch  bank)  of 
the  United  Slates,  when  established  and  ia  oper- 
ation, or  to  such  other  bank  in  the  town  or  neiigh- 
borhood  in  which  they  reside,  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  may  fix  on  or  approve  of,  all  miMieys 
which  they  may  have  collected  or  received ;  pro- 
vided, in  the  opiaiott  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  their  vicinity  to  such  bank,  and  other 
circumstances,  render  it  convenient  aod  proper  to 
be  done* 

That  all  persons  whatever,  having  peeuaiary. 
transactions  with  the  Government,  he  bound  to 
furnish  quarterly,  or  at  least  semi-anaual  accounts, 
and,  where  the  nature  of  the  cafe  permits,  be 
brought  to  an  annual  settlement  in  full. 

That  all  balances  found  on  settlement  to  be  due 
the  Qovernment,  which  are  not  paid  up  in  the 
course  of  thsee  months,  be  forthwith,  and  without 
favor  or  distinction,  put  into  suit ;  leaving  to  the 
Comptroller,  however,  the  authority  to  make  such 
exceptions  to  the  general  rule  as  he  may,  in  hie 
discretion,  deem  necessary  and  expedient ;  but,  in 
every  case  where  the  suit  is  postponed  the  Comp- 
troller shall  report,  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  inducements  to,  and  reasons  for,  such 
postponement. 

That  all  judgments  obtained  a^inst  delaultera 
be  rigidly  enforced,  unless  otherwise  directed  by 
the  Comptroller,  who  shall  report,  at  the  ensuing 
session  of  Congress,  all  such  cases,  and  the  rea- 
sons for  granting  further  indulgence. 

That  no  defaulter,  against  whom  a  balance  upon 
settlement  of  his  accounts  may  be  found,  he  qual- 
ified to  receive  an  appointment  to  any  office  of 
trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  or  to  ob- 
tain any  contract  from  the  Gtoverameat,  until 
such  balanoe  be  paid  up  und  finally  settled. 

That  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  all  public  offi- 
cers and  agents,  as  far  as  it  can  constitutionally 
be  done,  be  retained  and  appropriated  to  the  dis* 
chaige  of  any  balance  found  upon  settlement  to 
be  due  by  them,  until  such  balances  be  finally  paid 
and  satisfied. 

The  committee  further  submit,  and  recommend 
for  the  adoption  of  the  House^  the  bill  accomna*' 
Dying  this  r^iKKi,  to  establish  the  office  of  Ae* 
eouaiant  in  the  Department  of  State,  together, 
with  the  following  resolution  : 

Hetolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  required,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  report, 
at  an  early  period  of  the  next  session,  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  what  modifications  or  amend- 
ments may  be  advisable  in  the  preseut  organiza* 
tion  of  the  several  Departments,  and  especially 
in  regard  to  their  pecuniary  concerns ;  and  to 
submit  such  general  plan  or  revised  system  for 
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tbeir  future  reguladoo  aod  mtDtgement,  ts  may 
io  his  opioioo,  be  likely  to  promote  eeoDomy»aod 
respODMbiliif  in  the  receipt  aod  expenditure  of 
the  public  moneys,  despatch  in  the  public  busi- 
ness, and  the  public  interest  in  general. 

H0U88  OF  Rbprbbentatitbs, 
March  9, 1816. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  committee  appointed 
to  '' examine  ffenerally  into  the  sublect  of  ooset- 
tled  balances  due  the  United  States,''  to  commu- 
nicate for  your  consideration  certain  points  or 
matters,  concerning  which  they  wish  to  receire 
information  in  detail,  and  to  request  that  you 
will  return- as  early  and  as  full  an  answer,  in  re- 
gard to  each  of  them,  as  circomt tances  may  per- 
mit. The  most  prominent  of  these  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

How,  and  with  what  checks,  are  accounts  re- 
ceived and  settled  at  the  respectire  Departments  1 

What  are  the  nature  and  description  of  the 
accounts  in  particular  received  from  the  Depart* 
me,nt  of  State,  and  what  are  the  conditions  and 
regulations  goTerning  their  settlement  1 

Are  there  any  defects  in  the  laws  establishing 
the  respeetire  Departments,  in  relation  to  the 
mode  or  adjusting  and  settling  their  aceoantt  re- 
speclively;  and,  if  there  be  any  each  dciects. 
what  provisions  suggest  themselves  by  way  of 
remedy  1 

In  the  settlement  of  aceonnts  is  prioritjr  given 
at  pleasure;  or, are  they  taken  up  in  rotation. and 
according  to  certain  fixed  rules? 

Is  the  period,  at  which  ascertained  balances  are 
sued,  fixed ;  or.  is  there  any  rule,  or  principle, 
according  to  wnich  all  unsettled  balances  are  in- 
discriminately sued;  or  are  suits  directed  and 
postponed,  at  pleasure,  by  the  Comptroller?  In 
the  latter  case  upon  what  principles  are  suits 
upoii  ascertained  balances  commenced*  or  de* 
fi^rred  1 

To  what  are  the  large  outsunding  balances 
to  be  principally  or  generally  attributed  t 

Do  any  further  checks,  penalties,  or  changes 
in  the  management  of  the  several  Departmenu 
suggest  themselves  as  likely  to  remedy,  or  at 
least  lessen,  the  evils  complained  oil  in  regard  to 
such  numerous  and  large  uasettlea  balances,  or 
to  facilitate  and  render  more  speedy  and  easy  the 
settlement  of  accounts  in  all  or  either  of  the  De- 
partmenu 1 

Are  the  officers  receiiting  salaries,  the  agents 
of,  tnd  contractors  with  the  Qovernmeat.  obliged 
by  any  law  or  penalty  to  render  in  their  ac- 
counu  quarterly,  annually,  or  at  any  specified 
period;  or  do  they  render  them  In  at  pleasure? 

Are  the  same  unsettled  balances,  which  appear 
on  the  first  or  any  subsequent  annual  report 
continued  to  be  published  in  each  subsequent 
annual  report,  unless  finally  settled  7 

It  has  been  complained  of  that  officers  and 
other  persons,  having  accounts  to  settle  with  the 
several  Departmenu,  are  frequently  delayed, 
sometimes  detained  at  the  Seat  of  Qovernment 
an  unreasonable  length  of  time,  at  an  enormous 


and  ruinous  expense.  If  these  eooiplfttnta  be  not 
altogether  groundless,  does  this  detention  arise 
from  the  want  of  clerks,  dke. ;  or  does  any  mode 
suggest  iUelf,  which  would  secore  a  greater  he 
ctlity,  and  an  earlier  examination  and  settlement 
of  their  accoonu  to  persons  so  attending  at  the 
Seat  of  Qovernment  1 

Is  there  any  other  mode  of  recoFerfa^bakaees 
due  the  United  States  than  by  salt  nt  law,  or 
any  penally  attached  by  law  or  eascom  to  ie- 
faulters  ?  For  example :  when  eoasidenble  bal- 
ances appear  due  by  individuals  for  three  yetn 
and  upwards,  is  it  customarv,  or  anything  likes 
fixed  principle,  to  suspeod  them  frooi  fnitber 
public  aeeocies,  or  to  refuse  to  make  forthercoa- 
tracu  with  them  ? 

In  ffeneral,  any  information  or  suggestion  which 
may  be  deemed  osefid,  or  likely  to  throw  light 
on  this  subject,  either  as  to  the  past,  or  in  rda- 
tion  to  measures  hereafter  to  be  reeommended,  is 
reouested. 

With  sentiments  of  great  respect,  dbe^ 
BBNJAMIN  HUGBR,  " 

Joa.  ANnnnsoii,  B^q., 

CbmftiroUer  €ftke  TVmwfjK. 


TnnAaDBT  Dspartm  bmTi 
CknnptroUet^s  Office,  Manii.  14, 1816. 

Sia:  Your  letter,  dated  the  9th  instant,  as 
chairman  of  the  eomnittee  appointed  to  **  exnin* 
ine  generally  into  the  sabject  of  nnaettled  bal- 
ances due  the  United  States,"  I  had  the  honor  10 
receive  upon  the  lltb,  and  I  take  leave  to  preaeat 
mv  answers  to  your  several  questioiis  in  the  order 
following : 

'^How,  and  with  what  cheeky  are  tLeeoaatm 
received  and  settled  at  the  offices  of  the  respee- 
tive  Departmenu  1" 

**  What  are  the  nature  and  demription  of  the 
aceonnu  in  particular  reoeived  from  the  Deport* 
ment  of  Sutc^  aod  what  are  the  conditions  mad 
regulations  governing  tbeir  settlement  T* 

At  the  Treasury  Depat tmeat,  aceonnu  which 
exalusively  belong  thereto  are  received  by  tho 
Comptroller,  the  Auditor,  Commissioaer  of  the 
Land  Office,  and  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue; 
all  of  which,  exoepit  those  belonging  to  the  Land 
Office,  are  placed  in  possession  of  the  Auditor, 
wHo  slates  them,  and  examines  and  repottt  thona 
to  the  Comptroller,  who  revises  and  finally  de- 
cides upon  them.  The  necoonu  reeeived  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Qeneral  Lend  Office  ore 
such  only  as  properly  appertain  to  that  deport- 
ment of  the  Treasury;  and  they  are  stated  niid 
examined  by  that  officer  in  the  mnnner  neeooou 
are  stated  and  examined  by  the  Auditor,  nod  nre 
reported  to  the  Comptroller,  who  finally  decides 
upon  them.  When  these  aoeounu  are  thus  ncted 
upon  by  the  Comptroller,  they  are  sent  to  the 
office  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  10  be  re- 
corded, and  the  accounu  remain  under  the  care 
of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury.  This  laodeof 
settlement  comprehends  nil  the  checks  thai  fte- 
loog  to  the.  whole  accounu  of  the  Treniuiy  Dt^ 
partmenL 
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DopanuMt  of  Scats.  TJm  teeonDts  re^«l?ed 
from  the  DepartmeBi  of  Bttite^  bf  tlie  aeeoaotins^ 
officers  of  the  TreMiir3r>  «re  those  of  Mioisters, 
Coosiiis,  special  araits,  messcD^ers,  aod  geoer^ 
ally  all  such  as  relate  to  foreiffn  iotereovrse,  and 
otftier  peenaiarf  concerns  of  that  Department. 
Stace  the  fear  1801,  the  settlement  of  these  ac- 
counts) agre? ablr  to  an  arranceioent  then  made 
\ff  \\im  Comptroller,  has  derohred  upon  the  ac* 
coantiog  offioem  of  the  Treasury,  nnder  the  di* 
reetion  of  the  Secrettly  of  State;  that  is^  the 
Secretary  of  State  states  the  naiore  and  time  of 
service  of  the  penons  employed,  the  allowaiice 
to  be  made  for  continraM  and  other  expenses^ 
and,  in  cases  where  chtelawis  silent,  the  eompen* 
saiiott  to  be  received.  All  the  rcqaisite  informa- 
tion bein^  possessed  by  the  Secretary,  he  decides 
on  the  prudples  of  settlement,  and  the  officets  of 
the  Treasury  hnre  little  more  to  do  than  to  ar» 
nage  and  giTo  form  to  the  aceoont,  to  make  the 
neecsRary  ealealations,  and  to  see  that  the  party 
is  cliaiged  with  all  advances  or  payments  on 
account  ascertained  to  have  been  made  to  him. 

The  accounts  of  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
meato  are  (or  should  be)  rendered  by  their  re- 
spective ageats,  contmctors,  to.,  aocording  to 
forms  and  rales  prescribed  by  the  accountants  of 
those  Departments:  when  received^  they  are  set^ 
tied  witheot  any  immediate  check.  The  sums 
admitted  to  the  credit  of  individuals  for  suppiles, 
services,  dbc.  are  entered  in  the  accountants' 
books  to  the  clebit  of  the  ffenemi  account  of  ex- 
penditure to  which  they  Belong;  each  of  these 
general  accounts  is  closed  at  the  end  of  the  qimr- 
ter  by  passtag  itt  amount  to  the  debit  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  and  they,  of  course,  form  the  debtor 
side  of  the  quarterly  account  which  the  account- 
ant transmits,  with  all  his  settlements  and  vouch- 
ers, for  revision  at  the  Treasury.  If  any  errors 
are  discovered,  the  accounuint  is  advised  of  them, 
in  order  that  be  may  make  the  necessary  correc- 
tions in  his  book,  and  hold  the  parlies  account- 
able. In  the  revision,  thus  made,  cons»u  nearly 
all  the  control  which  the  accottnting  officers  of 
the  Treasury  possess  over  the  aecounts  of  thoee 
Departments. 

It  ma^r  be  proper  to  observe  that,  whenever  an 
account  is  settled  by  either  of  the  accountants  of 
the  War  or  Navy  Department,  and  a  balance  is 
foand  due  horn  ihe  united  States,  a  warrant  is 
issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Department,  coun- 
tersigned bv  the  accountant,  ana  the  money  re- 
ceived by  the  party.  Many  items  are  admitted 
in  the  aocountsMinder  rules,  regulations,  and  or- 
dinances of  the  Departments,  over  which  the  ac- 
counting officers  or  the  Treasury  do  net  consider 
themselves  as  having  any  control ;  and,  when  it 
is  considered  what  a  length  of  time  must  neces- 
sarily elapse,  in  consequence  of  the  immense  ac- 
cumulation of  accounts  which  now  have  to  pass 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  before  any 
control  can  be  exercised,  the  effects  of  its  utility 
must  be  very  limited. 

'^In  the  settlement  of  accounts  is  priority  given 
at  pleasure;  or  are  they  taken  tip  in  rotation,  aod 
aocording  to^  certain  fixed  rules?" 
I4th  Cozr.  Ist  Sjsss.— 55 


At  the  Treasury  there  are  no  fixed  rules  as  to 
the  time  of  taking  up  accounts  for  settlement. 
They  are,  however,  generally  taken  up  according 
to  the  time  at  which  they  are  rendered;  and,  if 
the  necessary  vouchers  accompany  tbem,  they 
are  finally  acted  upon.  If  vouchers  be  wanting 
the  party  is  advised  thereof  by  letter,  and  the 
account  suspended  until  the  vouchers  be  supplied ; 
though  it  Is  sometimes  found  necessary  to  settle 
the  account,  as  far  as  the  vouchers  furnislttd  wiU 
enable  the  accounting  officers  to  do  so,^  and  sus- 
pend the  items^  not  vouched,  until  vouchers  are 
suf^ned. 

**  Is  the  period  at  which  ascertained  balances 
are  sued^  fixed ;  ot  is  there  any  rale  or  principle 
according  to  which  all  unsettled  balances  are  in- 
discriminately sued;  or  are  suits  directed  and 
postponed  at  pieasure  by  the  Comptroller?  In 
the  latter  case,  upon  what  principles  are  suits 
upon  ascertained  balances  commenced  or  defer- 
red 1" 

There  is  no  period  fixed  at  which  ascertained 
balances  are  sued  for ;  sometimes  suits  are  insti- 
tuted immediately  upon  the  balance  being  ascer- 
tained, according  to  what  may  be  the  circum- 
stance of  the  case.  In  Important  cases  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  is  always  consulted.  In 
minor  cases  the  ComotroUer  has  heretofore  been 
governed  by  bis  sound  discretion,  which  has  been 
regulated  by  the  advice  and  information  of  the 
several  district  attorneys-  of  the  United  Slates 
within  whose  district  the  debtors  might  reside. 
This  mode  has  been  deemed  expedient,  because 
more  correct  and  proper  information  was  to  be 
expected  from  them  than  could  be  had  by  any 
other  means;  but  information  has  been  sought 
and  someiioies  obtained  through  other  channels, 
and  in  many  cases  we  have  not  been  able  to  fino 
out  where  the  debtor  lives ;  this  is  one  reason 
wh]^a  number  of  svlu  have  not  been  brought 
sgamst  defiiuH^rs.  Suits  are  sonaedmes  con- 
tinued upon  the  special  recommendation  of  the 
district  attorneys,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  better 
security  where  tiie  debt  is  doubtful ;  and,  upon 
that  condition,  allowing  further  time  for  pay- 
meat,  and  upon  some  occasions  where  the  dek 
is  seeuse,  and  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
suit  would  ruin  the  party,  indnlgence  is  given. 

*^To  what  are  the  large  ouutandins^  balances 
to  be  generally  or  principally  auriboted  T" 

By  a  law  passed  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1809, 
it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  to  lay  an 
annual  statement  before  Congress  of  the  ac- 
counts in  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Depart- 
menti,  which  may  have  remained  more  than 
three  years  unsettled,  or  en  which  bnlances  ap- 
pear to  have  been  doe  more  than  three  yearr 
prior  to  the  90th  of  September  then  last  past. 
In-coosequeoee  of  this  law  all  the  balances  found 
due,  according  to  its  provisions,  were  reported, 
and  the  names  of  the  persons  upon  the  annual 
list  which  have  been  submitted,  have  all  been  re- 
Uined  on  the  respective  reporu,  the  Comptroller' 
not  conceiving  himsdf  authoriied  to  discontinue 
the  names  of  any  person,  except  in  case  where 
the  accounts  tiave  been  paid,  or  fihaily  setded^ 
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which  have  beeo  bnt  few.  The  increase  of  these 
•BOQal  lists  may  be  attributed  to  the  delays  of 
persons  claiming  credits,  furnishing  the  necessary 
Touchers  to  establish  such  credits  as  will  be  seen 
in  numerous  cases  remarked  on  the  list  of  bal- 
ances ;  to  the  tediousness  of  the  legal  proceed- 
ingS|  to  returns  of  balances  against  officers  of  the 
QoTernment  for  moneys  advanced,  many  of 
whom  reside  abroad,  and  whose  accounts  are  on- 
aroidably  continued  open  for  more  than  three 
years. 

It  is,  however,  believed  that,  in  many  cases, 
nothing  is  really  and  justly  due  from  those  ap* 
parent  debtors,  some  of  whom  were  salary  officers 
who  have  not  rendered  their  accounts,  and  have 
been  charged  with  the  money  they  have  received 
upon  drafts  msde  on  account  of  salary. 

"  Are  the  officers  receiving  salaries  tbe  agents 
of,  and  contractors  with,  the  Qovernment,  oh* 
liged,  by  any  law,  or  under  any  penalty,  to  ren- 
der in  their  accounts  quarterly,  annually,  or  at 
any  specified  period,  or  do  they  render  them  in 
at  pleasure?" 

.  The  several  laws,  which  establish  the  salaries 
of  the  officers  of  Government,  authorized  the 
compensation  to  be  paid  at  tbe  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  in  quarterly  payments ;  and  al- 
though there  is  no  positive  law  which  obliges 
any  salary  officer  to  render  his  account  quarterly, 
or  at  any  particular  period,  the  law,  making  the 
salary  payable  quarterly,  implies  that  the  account 
ought  to  be  rendered  accordingly,  and  this,  I 
learn,  has  been  the  constant  understanding  at  the 
Treasury  since  its  organization.  Tbe  salary  offi- 
cers at  the  Seat  of  Qovernment  render  accounts 
quarter  y^^rly  for  themselves,  and  the  agents  of 
salary  officers  render  quarterlv  accounts  for  them. 
On  the  adjustment  of  which  accounts,  by  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  the  amount 
found  due  is  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  party,  and 
a  warrant  is  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  and  the  warrant  itself  is  debited  to 
the  officer  in  whose  favor  it  was  issued. 

Officers  who  have  an  annual  salary,  and,  in 
addition  thereto,  receive  fees,  perquisites,  and 
emolumenta,  render  their  salary  accounts  quarter* 
ly  with  their  accounts  of  fees,  perquisites,  emol- 
uments, and  expenditures;  collectors  of  the  cus- 
tOBM  quarterly,  under  a  penalty  of  91,000,  to  be 
recovered  by  suit ;  and  collectors,  naval  officers, 
and  surveyors,  render  their  accounts  of  emolu- 
ments and  expenditures  annually  under  a  penalty 
of  9^300.  Collectors  of  direct  taxes  and  internal 
duties  render  their  accounts  quarterly  under  the 
forfeiture  of  their  official  bond,  and  judgment  to 
be  entered  thereon  at  the  return  term,  on  motion 
in  open  court  by  the  attorney.  From  the  recent 
establishment  of  the  internal  duties  no  penalty 
has  yet  occurred.  The  Receivers  of  Public 
Moneys,  on  tbe  sale  of  lands,  are  required,  by 
law.  to  render  their  accounts  quarterly. 

The.  agents  of  the  United  States  render  their 

accounts  quarterly,  such  as  agents  of  the  marine 

hospitals,  for  the  paymenu  of  invalid  pensioners, 

light-hottses,  4kc. 

T.he  cQAtvacton  with  Governmeat  render  their 


accounts  ajpteeably  to  the  time  and  tcnas 
fied  in  their  respective  contracts,  or  aeconiiag  to 
the  rules  and  regulations  which  maf  6e  eviab- 
lished  in  the  difierent  offices  where  the  eoainelM 
are  made. 

''It  has  been  oomplaioed  of  tiiat  ofifiaraaiid 
other  persons  having  accounts  to  settle  with  the 
several  Departments  are  freqoeiKlj  dclayei,and 
sometimes  detained  at  the  Seat  of  Gtoverameat 
an  unreasonable  length  of  time  at  an  eaonoom 
and  ruinous  expense.    U  these  conplaiats  be  not 
altogether  groundless,  does  this  deteataoa  arise 
from  the  want  of  clerks,  dbc,  or  doea  any  aomde 
suggest  itself  which  would  secore  a  greater  facil- 
ity and  an  earlier  examination  and  aettiemeat  cf 
their  accounU  to  persons  so  attendtag  ai  the  Seat 
of  Government  T^ 

I  am  warranted  in  stating  that,  as  a  general 
rule,  no  officer  nor  other  person,  haviDg^  aeeonna 
to  settle  at  the  Treasury  Department,  who  have 
personalljr  attended,  with  proper  voaehera,  have 
been  detained  longer  than  was  abcolatelf  neees* 
sary  for  their  accoants  to  be  fairly  ^»^-tM!*"f,  aad 
pass  the  usual  forms  of  settlement. 

Tbe  accounts  of  the  principal  imessois  hare 
not  been  acted  upon  as  promptly  as  other  ae- 
counts.  The  several  laws  estaUishing  the  inter- 
nal revenue,  and  the  instructions  given  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  upon  these  laws,  have 
both  been  so  differently  construed  by  the  respec- 
tive principal  assessors,  and  their  aeeonnu  dif- 
fering considerably  from  the  view  enieriained  at 
this  office  of  tbe  allowance  to  whieh  they  are 
entitled,  that  more  than  usual  time  is  required  to 
examine  them,  aad  compare  the  several  changes 
and  respective  statements  whieh  have  been  made, 
with  the  laws  and  instructions  under  which  they 
acted.  A  number  of  these  aceoonu  have  also 
been  necessarily  suspended  for  want  of  proper 
vouchers,  the  assessors  udt'ited  thereof  aad  the 
defects  stated  accoidiog  lo  the  established  fvae- 
tice  of  the  office. 

The  aecounrs  of  the  General  Land  Office  are 
greatly  in  arrears ;  soma  of  them  remain  unset- 
tled from  seven  to  ten  years.  These  aeeonnu  ace 
intricate,  and  generally  very  large ;  from  tea  to 
fifteen  days  is  required  for  the  beat  accounting 
clerks  to  examine  one  of  them. 

Additional  clerks  have  been  asked  for  by  sev- 
eral of  the  Departmeau,  as  will  be  seen  in  the 
estimate  which  was  presented  to  Congress  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

"  Is  there  any  other  mode .  of  recovering  bai- 
aooes  due  the  united  States  than  by  suit  at  law, 
or  any  penalty  attached  by  law  or  custom  to  de- 
faulters ?  For  example,  when  considerable  bal- 
ances appear  due  by  individuals  for  three  years 
and  upwards,  is  it  customary,  or  anything  like  a 
fixed  principle,  to  suspend  them  (torn  further 
public  agencies,  or  to  refuse  to  make  further  con- 
tracts with  them  until  the  old  balances  are  set- 
tled up  V 

The  general  mode  is  by  suit;  but  summary 
process  is  authorized  in  the  cases  of  collectors  of 
direct  tax  and  internal  duties.  The  ComptioUer 
of  the  Treasury  is  authorized,  by  law,  imacdi- 
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•tely  tipoa  a  delinqliaoey  happeaiog  in  thit  case)  | 
to  ittue  a  warrant  of  distress  against  the  delin- 
quent eolleetor  and  his  sureties.  When  a  public 
agent  becomes  a  real  defaulter,  or  where  it  ap« 
pHsars  that  he  is  likely  to  become  90  to  any  con- 
siderable amount,  the  practice  has  been  to  remore 
him.  Contracts  are  seldom  or  ne^er  made  with 
defaulters  who  hare  M  balances  ajiainst  them. 
I  know  of  no  law,  bowerer,  upon  this  subject. 

^Are  there  any  defects  in  the  laws  establishing 
the  respective  Departments,  and  do  any  further 
checks,  penalties,  or  changes  in  the  management 
of  the  ssTeral  Departments.  8tt(«est  themseWes 
as  likely  to  remedy,  or  at  least  lessen  the  evils 
complained  of  in  regard  to  such  numerous  and 
large  unsettled  balances,  or  to  facilitate  and  ren- 
der more  spi^dy  and  easv  the  settlement  of  ac- 
counts in  all  or  either  of  the  Departments  ?" 

The  stveral  questions  here  propounded  em- 
brace so  extensive  a  field  that  I  cannot,  within 
the  short  time  allowed  by  the  call  of  the  com- 
mittee, answer  them  satisfactorilv. 

The  honorable  committee  well  know  that,  at 
the  time  the  present  system  of  accounting  was 
formed,  the  revenue  arising  from  the  customs 
was^ery  limited;  there  were  no  internal  taxes. 

The  Military  Establishment  was  very  small, 
and  there  was  not  then  anv  Navy  Department  or 
Gkncral  Land  Office,  and  the  Post  Office  ac- 
counts were  comiiaralively  few,  and,  of  course, 
the  accounts  which  had  to  pass  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  were  but  few,  and  these 
small,  in  comparison  with  those  which  now  have 
to  pass  the  form  of  revision.  I,  therefore,  con- 
ceive, from  the  immense  increase  of  the  business 
of  the  several  Departments,  that  a  considerable 
modification,  and  some  extension  of  the  present 
system  of  accounting  would  be  required  to  facil- 
itate the  settlement  of  accounts,  and  to  render  the 
necessary  checks  in  the  several  Departmenis  more 
prompt  and  efficient. 

To  present  a  view  commensurate  to  the  object 
which  appears  to  be  contemplated  by  the  com- 
mittee, would  require  time  and  deliberation. 

Tlie  Comptroller,  therefore,  respectfully  sug- 
gests to  the  committee,  whether  their  views 
coutd  not  be  better  attained  by  requiring  some 
officer  of  the  Government  to  prepare  a  report 
upon  this  subject,  to  be  laid  before  Congress  at 
an  early  day  of  their  next  session. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

JOSEPH  ANDERSON. 

Hon.  BiNXAMIN  HtTGBR, 

Ouxirman  Com.  of  Unsettled  Balaneee. 


COMPENSATION  TO  MINISTERS  AND 

CONSULS. 

[Commnnicated  to  the  House,  April  16,  1816.] 
Depaetmeut  of  Statb,  April  5, 181Q. 

Sib:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter, of  the  28th  of  March,  with  a  copy  of  a  res* 
olutton  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTcs,  in- 
stcuciing  the  Committee  of  Ways  an4  Means  to 


inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasiuff  the 
annual  allowance  to  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
^^tes  in  foreign  countries,  and  of  allowing  sala* 
ries  to  the  Consuls  of  the  United  States  in  for- 
ei^n.  ports,  and  requesting  such  information  or 
opinion  on  the  subject  as  1  may  be  able  to  com- 
municate. 

Considering  it  my  duty  to  communicate  «11 
the  information  in  the  possession  of  the  Depart- 
ment, or  within  its  reach,  on  any  public  subject 
before  the  House,  which  may  be  desired  by  the 
committee,  I  have  to  add  that,  in  performing  that 
duty,  I  shall  always  be  happy  to  give,  without 
reserve^  such  opinion  as  I  may  have  formed  on 
the  subject. 

On  the  flrst  part  bf  the  resolution,  relating  to 
the  expediency  of  increasing  the  compensation 
of  our  Ministers  in  foreign  countries,  there  is  but 
one  opinion  among  all  thaw  who  have  had  the 
best  opportunities  of  acquiring  correct  informa* 
tion,  which  is,  thai  the  present  allowance  is  alt6- 
gether  inadequate.  In  this  opinion,  especially  in 
respect  to  the  principal  Courts,  I  fully  concur* 
Representations  to  this  effect  having  been  made 
by  sereral  of  our  Ministers,  I  annex  a  copy  of 
their  communications  on  the  subject ;  well  satis- 
fied  I  am  that  great  losses  have  been  sustained 
by  those  who  remained  any  considerable  time 
abroad. 

The  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps  at  the 
several  Courts  of  Europe  live  much  in  the  same 
style.  Their  household  establishment,  equipaj^e, 
number  of  their  servants,  expenses  in  attending 
Court,  of  intercourse  with  each  other,  and  of  hos- 
pitality, are,  in  the  most  material  circumstances, 
similar.  The  habits  and  propensities  of  particular 
members  of  the  corps  may  increase  these  expenses 
considerably  ;  but  no  degree  of  econoiny  can  re- 
duce them  below  a  certain  grade.  From  the 
nature  of  our  Oovernment,  something  mar  be 
spared  to  our  Ministers  in  what  regards  style  or 
mere  ostentations  display,  but  in  nothing  else* 
All  the  other  heavy  items  are  as  applicable  to 
them  as  to  the  Ministers  of  other  Powers. 

Presuming  that  a  view  of  the  compensation 
allowed  by  the  Powers  of  Europe  to  their  repre- 
sentatives at  for^gn  Courts  may  serve  to  give  an 
idea  of  the  expense  of  living  tnere  in  that  char- 
acter, I  have  annexed  a  statement  of  it,  as  far  as 
it  has  come  within  my  knowledge. 

Having  suted  the  iacts  which  are  essential  in 
this  case,  it  is  not  necessary,  and  might  be  im- 
proper, for  me  to  communicate  any  opinion  as  to 
the  degree  of  augmentation  which  ought  to  be 
made  to  the  salaries  of  our  Ministers  in  foreign 
countries.  With  a  knowledge  of  the  facts,  every 
member  of  the  committee  is  as  competent  to 
judge  of  the  proper  augmentation  as  1  can  be. 
The  United  States  constitute  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  great  community  of  nations. 
Their  citizens,  favored  by  many  important  cir- 
cumstances, particularly  by  the  great  excellence 
of  their  Oovernment,  enjoy  in  the  high^t degree 
all  the  blessings  which  can  be  derived  from  the 
social  compact.  It  is  our  duty  to  perpetuate 
theee  bleMings,  andj  with  that  view,  ko  fortify 
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ovnelrcs  st  erery  point  where  duiger  of  aay 
kind  mentees.  Is  it  necessary  thnr  the  Unitco^ 
Btates  should  be  represented  with  foreign  Pow- 
ers? Thit  has  long  censed  to  be  a  question. 
Shall  they  mnitttatn  a  proper  station  there,  not 
assuming,  but  dignified)  such  as  the  genend  ex- 
pectation and  common  opinion  of  mankind  have 
ffiren  tbem  ?  That  has  nerer  been  a  question. 
The  character  of  the  countrr,  if  not  its  rankf  is 
in  some  degree  affected  by  that  which  is  main* 
tained  by  its  Ministers  abroad.  Their  utility  in 
ail  the  great  objects  of  their  mission  is  essenti* 
allv  dependent  on  it.  A  Minister  can  be  useful 
omy  by  filling  his  place  with  credit  in  the  diplo- 
matic corps,  and  in  the  correspond ioff  circle  of 
society  in  the  country  in  which  he  resides,  which 
is  the  best  in  erery  country.  By  t^ng  the 
proper  ground,  if  he  pNOssesses  the  necessary  quel- 
ificatioos,  and  is  fumnhed  with  adequate  means, 
he  will  become  acquaint  with  all  that  passes, 
and  from  the  highest  and  most  authentic  sources. 
Inspiridg  confidence  by  reposing  it  in  those  who 
deserve  it,  and  by  an  honorable  deportment  in 
other  respects,  he  will  hare  much  infioenoe,  es- 
pecially m  what  rtlates  to  his  own  country.  De* 
prive  him  of  the  necessary  means  to  sustain-  this 
ground,  separate  him  from  the  circle  to  which  he 
belongs,  and  he  is  reduced  to  a  cipher.  He  may 
collect  intelligence  from  adventurers  and  spies, 
but  it  will  be  of  comparatively  little  ralue;  and, 
in  other  respects^  he  bad  as  wdl  not  be  there. 

On  the  other  part  of  the  resolotion-^-the  pro- 
priety of  allowing  salaries  to  our  Consuls  in  for- 
eign ports— I  have  to  state  that  it  ia  deemed  ad- 
Tisable  to  make  such  allowance,  limited,  in  the 
commencement,  to  certain  countries^  and  to  the 
metropolis  of  each.  On  several  of  the  Qovern- 
ments  of  Burope  our  citixens  have  claims  to  a 
considerable  amount  still  to  settle.  In  many  of 
the  ports  of  eaefa  Power  we  have,  almost  at  all 
times,  destitute  seamen,  disebarged  either  from 
our  own  merchant  vessels,  or  from  those  toother 
nations  into  which  they  had  entered.  Neither 
of  tbete  interests  will  be  duly  attended  to  with- 
out a  special  agent,  with  an  adequate  compensa- 
tion. A  Consul  is  the  fittest  person  to  perform 
these  duties;  and,  nader  the  superintendence  of 
the  Minister,  whose  business  is  to  settle  princi- 
ples, he  may  with  propriety  be  ohargea  with 
them.  Our  citixens  have  claims  on  Great  Brit- 
ain, Prance,  Spain,  Denmark,  the  Ifetherlaiids, 
Sweden,  and  Naples;  and  we  have  often  desti»> 
tnte  seamen  in  the  ports  of  most  of  those  coun- 
tries, especially  Great  Britain.  These  duties  must 
be  executed  with  some  department  of  their  r»* 
spective  Governments  near  which  our  agents 
must  reside.  It  is  therefore  proposed  to  aUow 
salaries  at  this  time  to  our  Consuls  at  London, 
Paris,  Madrid,  Amsterdam,  Copenhagen,  and 
Stockholm,  at  which  places  the  fees  of  ofllceand 
profits  of  trade  do  not  afTord  them  a  support.  As 
special  reasons  operate  in  favor  of  the  allowance 
to  these  places,  it  is  thought  advisable  to  confine 
it  to  them,  without  deeiding,  at  this  time,  on  the 
policy  of  a  generU  change  of  the  system.  That 
tttfOe  on  other  considerations,  many  of  which  are 


siinested  in  Mr.  Crawford's  letter.  The 
which  it  is  proposed  to  rest  in  chest  Cooeob 
being  of  a  general  nature,  and,  ia  nqfatd  to  acft* 
men,  coextensive  with  the  Bnropeaa  daouaioBs 
of  each  Power,  it  may  be  useful  to  give  to  thes r 
consular  fuactieos  a  eorrcspouding  extent.  8oe& 
an  extensieo  of  the  consular  authority  in  an 
agent  residing  at  the  metropolis  of  the  eeuatry 
to  which  he  is  appointed,  nnd  paid  by  his  Qov- 
er nment,  would,  it  is  presumed,  be  ibinid  advan- 
tageous to  our  commerce^  It  woold  eesiainly 
make  them  mote  adequate  to  the  oChHBrdMns 
which  it  is  proposed  to  assign  them.  It  may 
likewise  be  observed,  in  ftvor  of  the  proposed 
allowance,  that  the  experiment  on  tlus  scale 
would  aflbrd  useftd  light  as  to  the  poliey  of  a 
general  change  of  the  system,  wfaoi  that  sM^ett 
IS  entered  on. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  geeac  respict,  sir, 
your  naost  obedient  servant, 

JAMEa  MONROB. 

Hon.  William  Lowhdbb, 

Ctetmum  CbfnmdlBe  WoffomA. 

Great  Britain  slloirs  to  an  Ambaassdei^— 
At  Paris     .... 
A  hoass  estimated  at  . 
An  outfit    .... 


At  Vi 

Madrid 
In  Ilea  of  a  heuse 
Outfit 


Bt*  Pstersbuigi 


At  Constaatiaopis  and  the  Hague  0,000 
At  the  first  a  house  as  fimnd 

At  the  Hagn«b  *>&  allowance  of  *  1,000 

OatfiW  half  the  saUiy*  -  4,600 


la^Mio 


At  Berlin  and  Lisbon 

A  hoase 

Outfit- 


Envoy  Extraoiduisiy  and  Minis- 
tar  PlenipolentasTy  to  the 
United  States  of  America    * 

Outfit 

Hoase 


8,000 
1,000 
4fiOO 


ligfiOO 


1KM0 


Nqries,  saase  aa  the  Uailsd  States^ 
SlOQhhofan,  Muttkh,  a»i  Ospsn. 
hagsn,  each-       ... 
Outfit,  half  the  salaiy - 
H< 


fiyOOO 
X^50g 

600 


8.900 

At  Madrid,  when  I  was  there  in  1906i  ihecooi- 
pensation  to  the  French  Ambassador  wai^  I  under* 
stood,  a  salary  of  45,000  crowns  j  that  to  the  Por- 


tuguese, 2&000. 

It  is  understood  that  the  salaries  allowed  by 
the  Bmperors  of  Russia  and  Austria,  and  by  the 
King  of  Spain,  are  of  the  same  grade;  and  that 
those  of  Prussia,  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Holland, 
though  lower  than  are  given  by  the  principal 
Powers,  are  higher  than  those  given  by  the  Uni- 
ted States.  A  distinction  is  made  between  the 
l»laries  of  Ambasadors  and  Envoys  BxtraordiBary 
and  Ministers  Plenipotentiary;  to  the  pnaeipal 
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Catup&imUtm  to  MMtfen  wnd  Cmmk. 


Coarto  Aiabwttdora  are,  for  the  most  part,  eeot  hj , 
the  met  Powers,  aod  not  Savoys  Extraordinary 
and  MiiiistecB  Pleaipeieotiary« 

WAdHiN OTOV,  April  5, 1816. 

Sta :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re* 
edpt  of  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  enclosing 
the  resolation  of  the  Hoose  of  Representatives, 
instructing  the  Committee  of  WtLja  and  Means 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
aimaal  allowance  of  Ministers  of  the  United  States 
at  foreign  Courts,  and  allowing  annual  salaries  to 
the  Consols  of  the  United  States  at  foreign  ports. 
In  reply  to  your  request  for  the  communication 
of  suen  information  on  that  Atibjeet  as  ttf  late 
residence  abroad  will  enable  me  to  furnish,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state  that,  from  mv  own  ex* 
perieaoe,  1  am  coovinced  that  a  oonsiderable  in* 
crease  to  the  present  allowance  to  oor  Ministers 
at  London  aaa  Paris  is  highly  expedient.  From 
every  circumstance  which  has  come  to  my  knowl* 
edge,  the  Court  of  St.  Petersburg  ought  to  be  em* 
braced  by  the  proposed  measure.  The  enclosed 
extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.J&f  ing  will  show  the 
propriety  of  extending  the  measure  to  the  Court 
of  Spain. 

Annexed  iea  statement  of  the  salaries  of  foreign 
Ministers  at  the  different  Courts  of  Europe  asur 
as  they  have  come  within  my  knowledge* 

The  propriety  of  allowing  annual  salaries  to 
the  Consuls  of  the  United  States  presents  a  ques- 
tion of  more  difficult  solution.  At  present,  the 
inducement  to  seek  the  appointment  of  Consul  is 
the  ad  vantage  which  itoonfen  in  the  prosecution 
of  foreign  trade.  American  Consuls  are  generally 
able  to  enter  into  partnership  with  the  most  re* 
spectable  mercantile  houses  in  the  ports  where 
they  reside,  without  bringing  anything  into  the 
firm  except  those  advantages.  It  is  manifest, 
therefor^  that  the  strongest  temptation  will  be 
presMted  to  render  their  official  acts  subservient 
to  the  commercial  interests  of  their  foreign  part* 
iieia.  It  is  more  than  probable'  that  many  of  the 
abmes  which  were  known  to  ex»t  during  the  late 
European  war,  in  relation  to  American  papers, 
aittd  which  were  seixed  as  the  pretext  for  the  nn* 
principled  spolkitioBe  committed  bj  the  bi^ltger* 
enu  upon  American  commerce,  originated  fn6m 
this  source.  This  view  of  the  eiid>jeot  presents 
same  inducement  to  allow  American  Consuls  an* 
nual  salaries,  and  for  prohibiting  them  from  all 
participation  in  tnde.  But  the  salary  most  be 
considerable,  or  it  will  be  no  eqttivalrat  for  the 
restriction  which  ought  to  be  imposed  upon  them. 
The  commerce  of  the  United  States  is  now  prose* 
cutad  in  almost  every  part  of  the  worhL  The 
number  of  Consuls  neeessary  for  the  proteetioa 
of  this  commerce  would,  with  competent  salaries, 
involve  a  very  great  annual  expeuse.  To  allow 
salaries  to  none  but  the  Consuls  of  the  capitals  of 
each  maritime  State  would  not  remove  the  evi^ 
beeause,  in  many  cases,  the  capital  is  not  the 
principal  trading  city  or  the  cotmtry ;  and  even 
where  it  is.  there  are,  in  every  case,  other  tradiag 
cities  in  tne  same  State  where  abuses  may  be 


committed  to  the  same  extant.  To  reduce  the 
number  of  Consuls,  and  to  compel  vessels,  whe* 
ther  Amerioan  or  foreign,  to  have  their  papers 
authenticated  by  them,  in  order  to  obtain  admit* 
tanceiato  an  American  port,  would  present  a  temp* 
tation  to  foreign  nations  to  make  the  same  regula* 
tion  with  regard  to  American  ports,  which  might 
give  to  the  ports  of  one  State  an  advantage  over 
those  of  another;  but  this  regulation  wouUl  be  no 
radical  remedy  of  the  evil  intended  to*  be  removed. 
The  prosecution  of  commerce  under  surreptitious 
papers  is  carried  on  most  securely  in  ports  which 
are  not  much  frequented.  It  is  genenJly  carried 
on  between  the  ports  of  foreign  States,  and  not 
between  foreign  ports  and  those  of  the  United 
States.  These  abuses  will  occur  more  extensivelv 
in  tiine  of  .European  wars  than  in  peace,  and  will 
not  fail  to  produce  great  embarrassments  to  the 
lair  and  l^itimate  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

There  is,  however,  sooae  reason  to  believe  tbtt 
the  appointment  of  a  Consul  General  to  each  of 
the  prmcipal  commercial  States,  with  a  compe- 
tent salary,  invested  with  power  to  superintend 
the  conduct  of  the  other  Coasnls,  and  to  mdce 
general  regulations  for  their  Qovernment,  subject 
to  the  sanction  of  the  President^  might  be  found 
ben^ial.  Residing  at  the  capital,  and  carrying 
on  an  active  correspondence  with  the  different 
ports  of  the  country,  abuses  would  be  more  likely 
to  be  disoovered  and  cortected  than  at  present. 
If  it  shall  be  deemed  expedient  to  give  them  an- 
nual salaries^  a  fund  might  be  created  by  levying 
a  small  tonnMe  duty  upon  all  American  vessels 
which  enter  foreign  ports.  Where  the  duty  col* 
lected  in  a  |K>rt  exceeds  the  salary,  the  surplus 
might  be  paid  over  to  another  Consul  in  the  same 
State,  where  there  was  a  deficieacy. 

This  anode  of  eompenaatioa  might  be  adopted, 
whether  salaries  are  allowed  or  not ;  and  there  is 
but  little  doubt  that  it  would  be  received  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  right  of  carrying  on  trade.  In 
tius  case,  a  minimum  on|[ht  to  be  fixed.  The 
surplus  might  be  applied  in  aid  of  those  whose 
emoluments  were  the  most  below  that  maximum. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  JABtaa  Momoi,  Aer'y  of  State. 

Minister  of  France  in  the  United  States,  15,006 
crowns. 

The  same  to  the  third  rate  Powers  in  Europe. 

To  the  secondary  Powers  in  Europe,  35,000 
crowns. 

Ambassadors  to  the  Utter  Courts,  50,000  crowns. 

Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  the  principal  Eu- 
ropean Courts,  viz :  London,  Vienna,  St.  Peters- 
burg, and  Constantinople,  the  same  as  Ambassa* 
dors  at  the  secondary  Court. 

Under  the  Emperor,  Ambassadors  at  the  latter 
Courts  were  not  limited  in  their  expense. 

English  Ambasi^adors  at  Paris,  £10.000. 

Eoglish  Ambassadors  at  Lisbon,  £8,000. 


E3^ra€i  of  a  kOerJirom  €fo0r^  W.  Ermng  to  iU 
Bon*  Wmam  H.  Crmoford. 

<<  The  raiaing*'  of  the  salary  thffe  [St.  Petnra- 


V 


1789 


APPENDIX. 


1740 


Chmpemaiion  to  Mimttten  and  Cotmdt, 


burg.]  would,  I  prctame,  be  very  proper,  who- 
erer  might  go;  the  iocludfug  Londou  aoa  Ptris 
in  this  liberal  arraDgement  mav  also  be  j^roper ; 
but  why  do  they  exclude  Madrid?  It  is  true 
that  nobody  has  made  any  noise  about  the  dear- 
ness  6f  living  at  Madrid,  for  nobody  has  been 
there  for  ten  years  but  myself,  and,  before  my 
time,  raising  salaries  was  never  eontemplated  as 
possible.  In  a  great  many  points  of  view,  Madrid 
may  be  considered  as  the  most  important  mis- 
sion ;  it  is  at  this  time  the  most  difficult  and  la- 
borious, and  has  the  greatest  and  most  delicate 
responsibility  belonging  to  it ;  ought  it  in  that 
Tiew  to  be  placed  on  a  footing  wttb  Holland, 
Naples,  Sweden,  and  Brazill  As  to  expense,  I 
would  undertake  to  prove  that  it  is  at  least  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  dearer  than  London  or  Paris.  The 
causes  of  thisdiiTerenee  are  evident;  almost  everr- 
thing  of  superior  excellence  must  be  brought 
from  France  or  Bcgtand ;  no  one  attempts  to  live 
upon  what  is  to  be  found  in  Spain  |  from  the  na- 
ture of  society  there,  the  corjp§  duphmaiique  is 
necessarily  crowded  m  upon  itself;  it  makes  its 
own  societjr.  Tbis  occasions  a  |>erpetual  round 
of  diplomatic  dinners  and  entertainments,  which 
are  not  to  be  avoided ;  for  the  same  reason,  all 
foreigners  of  distinction  who  arrive  there  are  in 
aome  sort,  as  at  Constantinople,  dependent  upon 
their  Ministers  for  society;  they  are  regularly 
introduced  to  such  memMr  of  the  corf9diplo' 
matique,  and  must  be  as  regularly  invited,  dbc. 
These,  to  say  nothing  of  the  change  of  residence, 
augment  the  expenses  of  a  Minister  terribly ;  in 
fine^  he  cannot  retire— he  must  be  always  in  etoi' 
dbtce;  and  the  more  splendid,  because  he  has  to 
compete  as  it  were  with  the  grandees.  Add  to 
all  tbese  solid  considerations,  that  it  is  a  place,  in 
every  view,  of  maHroiMi^  and,  as  I  have  found  it 
heretofore,  it  may  be  again  a  post  of  personal 
daaser.  I  do  i^ot  write  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate 
or  the  President  on  this  matter,  because  I  have 
nade  a  general  rule  of  never  pressing  upon  them 
money  eonsidemtions. 


of  the  return  of  civilitiee  and  the  dispeantioa  to 
our  respectable  coontryinen  of  expected  hospital- 
ity. I  believe  the  present  salary  whMf  ioade^ 
quate  to  sustain  the  expenses  of  nieh  a  style  of 
Jiving  at  most,  if  not  all,  the  foreign  Courts  at 
which  we  have  Ministers. 

I  can  communicate  to  yon  no  information  oi 
the  salaries  allowed  by  other  Powers  to  their 
Ministers  at  foreien  Courts,  nor  as  to  the  ptopd* 
ety  of  allowing  salaries  to  our  Consuls. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  dkc 

H-  CLAa . 

The  Hon.  Jameb  Mohhoe. 


Extrad  af  a  Idter  from  Mr  Barhw  io  ike  Seerdanf 

of  State,  dated 

Pab»,  No9.  21, 181 U 
I  need  not  tell  yon  how  necessary  it  is  to  rain 
the  salary  if  you  do  not  mean  either  to  mio  your 
Minister  or  injure  your  affairs.  A  man  io  this 
situation  must  either  spend  double  his  salary,  or 
keep  himself  excluded  entirely  from  society  and 
from  his  duty.  I  naturally  and  habitually  love 
simplicity,  and  have  an  aversion  to  luxury ;  but 
my  duty  requires  that,  in  this  respect,  I  should 

five  lip  ipy  own  taste.  I  am  determined,  while 
stav,  to  do  my  duty;  and,  to  do  this,  I  mast 
spend  at  least  fifteen  (probably  eighteen)  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year.  In  this  way  I  cannot  stand  it 
long,  and  you  cannot  expect  to  find  many  men 
in  our  country  who  are  at  once  willing  and  able 
to  do  it,  and  who  are  fit  for  the  place. 

Pardon  the  frankness  with  which  I  speak  on  a 
subject  on  which  I  may  appear  more  selfish  than 
I  really  am,  for  I  feel  myself  impelled  to  it  by  a 
sense  of  doty,  and  I  am  not  without  hopes  that 
you  will  likewise  feel  it  a  part  of  your  duty  to 
use  your  influence  to  set  this  matter  right. 


Fitom  the  Ban.  H.  Clay  to  the  Seerttary  of  State, 

Wasbimoton,  Aprils  6, 1816. 
,    Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant. 

During  my  residence  in  Europe^  mjr  place  of 
abtxle  was  so  frequently  changed,  and  it  having 
been,  moreover,  principally  at  provincial  towns, 
that  I  am  not  able  to  furnish  much  information  on 
the  subject  of  your  letter,  derived  from  my  own 
personal  experience.  I  was  in  London  rather 
more  than  three  months,  and^  expensive  as  I  had 
previously  understood  that  city  to  be,  I  found  it 
m  that  respect  areatly  exceeding  all  my  anticipa- 
tions: and  yet  I  kept  no  house,  and  was  certainly 
not  extravagant  in  my  personal  expenses. 

My  opinion  of  the  style  in  which  an  American 
Minister  ought  to  live  is^  that  avoiding  the  mean- 
ness which  provokes  ridicule,  and  the  ostentation 
which  challenges  observation,  it  should  be  one  of 
neat  simplicity,  regulated  by  the  habiu  of  society 
in  the  country  where  he  resides^  and  admitting 


Extraett  from  Mr.  JdameU  latere  to  ike  Seeretartt  of 

State 

LonnoH,  July  31, 1815. 
It  is  needless  to  say  to  you,  or  to  any  pecaou 
haviuff  been  in  the  same  capacity  here,  that  the 
annual  salary  of  an  American  Minister  is  lnsafli* 
cicnt  to  support  a  man  with  a  family*-!  say  not 
in  the  style  of  high  official  rank,  but  in  the  deeeaey 
•becoming  a  private  gentleman. 

Sbptbhbbr  30, 1815. 

An  experienee  of  the  expense  of  living  here  for 
upwards  of  four  months  even  under  all  the  priva- 
tions to  which  i  have  submitted,  has  eoniirmed 
me  in  the  desire  to  be  recalled  as  early  in  the 
Spring  as  the  President  may  find  it  convenient 
to  replace  me,  if,  upon  the  construction  of  the 
law,  the  Legislature  should  refuse  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  outfit. 

Jamuaut  9, 1816. 

With  every  expedient  of  economy  that  I  find 
possible,  I  am  living  at  an  expense  which,  at  the 
end  of  two  years  from  mv  arrival  in  this  country, 
would  more  than  absorb  the  whole  salary  for 
thoae  two  years^  even  with  the  allowance  for  the 
outfiu 
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A  reiy  few  yean'  nsideoee  here  mast  involve 
mf  owB  affain  beyond  ail  power  of  redemption* 

Extrads  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Aiame  to  the  Secretary 

of  State. 

January  4, 1816* 
It  is  rery  desirable  that  some  general  revision 
of  the  consular  establishments  should  be  made, 
and  some  regular  system  concerning  them  be 
sanctioned  by  law.  For  the  port  of  London  a 
provision  for  the  compensation  of  the  Consul 
must  be  made,  or  the  office  must  be  given  to  some 
wealthy  mercnant  established  in  the  city,  to  whom 
it  may  be  acceptable  for  the  facilities  of  business 
which  he  may  derive  from  it.  Colonel  Aspinwall 
cannot  hold  it  long  without  a  salary,  or  without 
a  commercial  establishment  connected  with  it, 
and  upon  which  alone  he  must  rely  for  support. 
In  one  of  his  late  letters  to  me,  (a  copy  of  which 
has  been  transmitted  to  you,)  Mr.  Beasley  expresses 
the  conviction  that  the  provision  made  b^  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  for  the  relief  of  indi- 
gent and  destitute  seamen  in  foreign  ports  is  liable 
to  great  abuse.  The  late  and  present  excessive 
numbers  of  persons  claiming  the  benefit  of  it,  both 
at  London  and  Liverpool,  afford  confirmations  of 
that  opinion ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  obviods 
that,  with  the  increase  of  our  commerce  and  navi- 
gation, the  casualties  incident  to  them  must  have 


have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  enclosed  docu- 
ments. 

In  addition  to  the  sum  advanced  to  the  State 
of  Virginia  by  the  Paymaster  General,  the  sum 
of  four  hundred  thotfsand  dollars  has  been  paid 
to  that  State,  for  expenses  incurred  by  the  em- 
ployment of  the  militia  in  its  defence.     The 
claims  of  that  State  have  been  admitted  on  the 
ground  that  the  Qovernor  of  Virginia  was  in- 
vested with  discretionary  power,  by  the  War 
Department,  to  call  forth  the  militia  in  such 
numbers  as  the  emergency  should  require,  and 
that  the  force  actuallv  employed  was,  at  that 
time,  not  believed  by  tne  Secretary  of  War  to  be 
excessive.    It  is  now  believed  that  the  number 
of  militia  kept  in  service^  when  compared  with 
that  called  into  the.  field  by  the  President  for  the 
defence  of  Baltimore,  against  the  same  hostile 
force,  which  could  be  brought  to  act  against  the 
ctpital  of  Virginia  from  various  points,  was  not 
beyond  what   the   emergency  required.     The 
force  here  referred  to,  and  the  expense  intended 
to  he  sanctioned,  are  those  which  the  letter  of 
the  Commissioners,  and  the  statement  of  the  Ad- 
jutant Qeneral  of  that  State,  herewith  enclosed, 
exhibit.     The  claims  of  North  Carolina  ana 
Rhode  Island  have  been  sanctioned^  because  they 
are  founded  upon  expenses  actually  incurred  upon 
militia  called  out  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  or  had  received  the  sanction  of 


i(»avu,  ^i^«  v.»».».««  .»Y'v     nni^^         — T    '7-  uniteQ  Diaiesyor  naa  receivea  ine  sanction  oi 

proportionably  multiplied.     The  opportunities  ^^^^  authority  after  they  were  caUed  into  service, 

and  the  chances  of  imposition  must  also  be  much  ^he  claims  exhibited  by  Delaware  and  New 

greater,  and  require  more  caution  to  be  guarded  -         --     -                    *       .  . 


against  in  England  than  in  any  other  country ', 
and  I  believe  it  will  be  uniformly  found,  in  a  time 
of  general  European  peace,  that  the  dntv  of  afford- 
ing relief  to  the  objects  of  this  class  really  entitled 
to  it,  and  that  of  discriminating  between  th^m 
and  the  impostors  who  would  prey  upon  the  fund 
allotted  to  this  honorable  purpose,  will  be  the 
most  arduous  and  important  obligation  of  an 
American  Consul.  *  *  *  Mr.  Bourne,  the  Con- 
sul at  Amsterdam,  has  also  lately  written  to  me 
on  the  same  subject,  and  complains  of  similar 
charges.  His  claims  for  particular  compensation 
to  himself  for  his  long  services  there,  have  been 
often  made  known  to  the  Qovernment. 

The  direct  commerce  between  the  United  States 
and  the  port  of  London  is  comparatively  small. 
The  number  of  American  vessels  which  come  to 
it  is  inconsiderable.  The  official  emoluments 
from  year's  end  to  year's  end  will  not  pay  office 
rent  and  the  wages  of  a  single  clerk.  If  the  sup- 
port and  and  reconveyance  to  the  United  States 
of  destitute  seamen  be  made  the  duty  of  the  Con- 
sul, some  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  neces- 
sary expenses  of  this  service  must  be  made. 


MILITIA  CLAIMS. 

[Communicated  to  the  Honw,  March  12, 1819.] 
DxPARTMnNT  OF  Was,  Mootch  7, 1816. 

Sir:.  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the 
Hoitte  of  Represenutives  of  the  diet  ultimo,  I 


Hampshire  have  been  suspended  until  evidence 
shall  be  produced  to  show  that  the  emergency 
was  snch  as  to  require  the  service  without  wait- 
ing the  intervention  of  the  Executive  authority 
of  the  Union. 

The  Sute  of  New  York  has  exhibited  claims 
for  arms  and  ammunition  furnished  the  militia, 
or  camured  by  the  enemy  in  our  military  depots } 
and  also  for  additional  pay  allowed  their  militia 
when  in  the  public  service.    The  claims  of  Yir- 

S'oia  embrace  items  of  the  former,  and  that  of 
ew  Hampshire  of  the  latter  character.  No  de- 
cision has  been  made  upon  these  claims ;  but  it 
is  believed  that  the  powers  of  the  Department  do 
not  extend  to  their  liquidation  and  admission, 
without  further  legal  provision  for  that  purpose. 

It  is  believed  that  no  other  State  has  presented 
Any  specific  claim  for  money  expended  upon  mili- 
tia service  during  the  war ;  but  it  is  proper  to 
state,  that  in  the  correspondence  between  the 
Gh>vernor  of  Massachusetts  and  the  Secretary  of 
War,  it  was  distinctly  declared,  that  reimburse- 
ment would  not  be  made  of  any  expenses  incurred 
upon  militia  called  into  service  by  State  author- 
ity, with  the  declared  intention  or  excluding  the 
authority  of  the  United  States  over  such  militia 
force. 

Time  and  reflection,  so  far  from  having  changed 
the  opinion  then  formed,  have  tended  only  to 
strengthen  and  confirm  it.  The  several  Stales 
have  a  rinht,  in  time  of  war,  to  raise  and  main- 
tain regular  troops:  more  strongly  have  they  the 
right  to  employ  their  miltia  in  miliury  opera- 
tions, where  it  can  be  done  withont  infringtog 
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thft  rkfiits  of  the  Natioaftl  RzeeniiTe  orer  tbe 
same  force.  But  it  nerer  can  be  admitted,  tliat 
aspenees  ioeorrad  by  raising  aad  supfKirtlDf  reigu- 
lar  troops  can  be  a  charge  against  the  nation; 
and  it  is  equally  clear,  tbnt  ezfienses  incurred 
upon  militia  serTice,  ander  State  antiiority,  with 
the  declared  intention  of  directing  and  concroUiag 
that  fovce  to  the  exclusion  of  the  authority,  can 
form  no  sneh  cbarge*  No  claims  of  this  nature 
will  be  recognised  by  theEzecatiTe  hranch  of  the 
Go?ernment|  unless  proWsioo  shall  be  made  fay 
law  for  ttet  oiirpose. 

I  hare  the  nonor  to  be,  yoiur  most  obedient,  and 
Yery  homble  aerFaat, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  HmRT  Clat,  Speaker. 


Depabtmemt  of  Wa&, 
Accauntant'9  Office^  Feb.  29, 1816. 

BiR :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  relation  to 
the  resolotion  of  tbe  honorable  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatiTes  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
lay  before  the  House, 

lst«  A  statement  of  the  expenses  incurred  for 
tbe  services  of  the  militia  called  fordi  by  author- 
ity of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war. 

2i.  Statement  of  the  aeeounts  which  have 
.been  exhibited,  and  claims  which  have,  bean 
made,  by  the  respective  States  for  services  render- 
ed by  the  militia  of  said  States,  when  called  fertb 
with  or  without  such  authority,  together  with  the 
sums  wbich  have  been  paid^  and  the  accounts  and 
daims  which  have  been  aUowed  tiierefor,  and  in 
case  the  claims  of  any  State  or  States  have  been 
Mjected  or  allowed,  to  state  the  grounds  of  such 
rejection  or  allowance,  designating  for  what  ser- 
vices, and  to  what  States  respectively  such  sums 
ha'Vp  been  paid,  or  aocouots  allowed,  and  desig- 
natinff  also  such  items  of  dairaa  as  have  been  re* 
jected  in  the  cases  where  the  calls  were  made  by 
authority  of  the  United  Stales,  and  the  grogads 
of  such  rejection. 

Tiwt,  in  regard  to  the  first  clause  of  the  cesp* 
Inlion,  the  accounts  of  expendituree  during  the 
war  have  not  been  kept  in  a  manner  to  designate 
what  amount  has  been  expended  for  militia,  dis- 
tinct from  the  regular  army.  AoetMrding  to  the 
directions  contained  in  the  act  of  the  3d  March, 
1609,  ^'furtber  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the 
establishment  and  regulation  of  tb^  Treaanry, 
War,  and  Navv  Departments,"  accounts  of  ex- 
penditures are  kept,  under  each  specific  appsc^ 
priation  made  far  militia,  after  the  jear  181d;  the 
whole  expenses  of  the  Military  Bstablishment, 
including  militia,  having  been  included  in  the 
same  appropriation,  the  expenditures  bave  been 
made,  and  the  accounts  kept  conespoadently 
with  the  appropriations. 

As  it  regards  the  other  sections  of  the  resolu- 
tions, I  have  to  state  that  claima  have  been  ex- 
bibited  to  this  office  by  the  States  of  Pemtsylva- 
nia,  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina,  Delaware  and 
Mew  Hampsnire. 

The  amount  claimed  by  the  State  of  Virginia 
is  1^1,029,319  96. 


The  amount  clatmed  by  the  Btmm  of  Penn- 
sylvania is  9068 fide  62. 

The  amount  claimed  by  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  is  1^,513  2^. 

The  amount  clsimea  by  the  State  of  Delaware 
is  $30,619  79. 

The  amount  claimed  bv  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire  is  ^,552  20. 

These  claims  have  not  yet  been  acted  upon  de- 
finitively in  this  office,  that  part  whicJi  ruates  to 
services  referrinjg  itself  in  the  first  instance  to  the 
Paymaster  of  the  Army,  whose  duty  it  is  to  dis- 
char^  all  claims  in  relation  to  the  jiay  of  the 
militia,  and  thereafter  report  them  to  tbis  office, 
which  has  not  yet  taken  place.  What  portion  of 
these  claims  have  been  sanctioned  by  proper  au- 
thority can  only  be  ascertained  on  settlement. 

It  is  not  recollected  that  any  claims  of  the  re- 
spective States  have  been  presented  at  this  office, 
which  have  been  rejected  or  allowed,  and  conse- 
quently no  information  can  be  furnished  by  me, 
in  relation  to  that  part  of  the  resolution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant^ 

I'OBIAS  LfiAR. 

The  Hon.  W.  H.  Cxawfohd. 


Armt  Pat  Omen, 

0%,  FA.  27, 1816. 

The  Paymaster  of  the  Army,  to  whom  has 
been  referred  the  resolution  passed  in  the  House 
of  Represenutives  on  the  Slst  ultimo,  has  the 
honor  to  report : 

That  sufficient  data  to  enable  him  to  ascertain, 
with  a  dae  degree  of  precision,  th«  amount  of 
"  expenses  incurred  for  the  services  of  the  mill a'a 
called  forth,  by  authority  of  the  United  Stales, 
daring  the  late  war,"  are  not  wkbin  his  reach. 

That  from  the  immelhodical  manoer  in  which 
the  services  have,  on  some  occasloiis,  been  per- 
formed, many  dsims  doubtless  exbt  that  hare 
not  yet  made  their  appearance  in  aapeetfc  form  ; 
some  detachments  have  been  called  into  serrtce 
and  dischai^ged  therefrom  without  ever  having 
been  mustered,  whilst  the  muster-rolls  of  others 
are  so  very  imperfect  as  to  render  it  utterly  tm* 
possible  to  act  on  them  and  make  payments. 

That  manjr  claims  are  paid,  the  aecouuts  of 
which  have,  in  oompaay  with  those  of  the  regu- 
lar array,  been  rendered  to  this  office^  and  are  in 
a  due  course  of  examination  and  final  settlement ; 
but,  from  their  great  magnitude,  and  from  the 
laborious  task  this  office.necessarily  has  to  per- 
form, more  time  and  more  labor  will  be  reqiured 
to  get  through  with  the  whole. 

The  many  claims,  to  a  yast  amount,  are  new  tn 
actual  train  of  adjustment  and  payment,  through- 
out the  whole  country,  from  appropriations  made 
during  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

That  the  manner  in  which  the  appropriations 
have,  for  a  few  years  past,  been  made  by  Con- 
g^ness,  did  not  require  a  separate  and  distinct  ae- 
coBAt  of  axpaadiuires  upon  militia  to  be  hefi 
from  those  of  the  rM^ular  army  \  and  iadWL  i£ 
M  had  been  requirei^the  nature  of  the 
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ptrtiemterif  dariog  a  stale  of  wmr,  would  have 
rendered  ii  ezuemely  difficalc,  if  not  totally  im- 
practieable. 

It  is  to  be  ondentood  that  the  forej^oing  state- 
ment relales  to  soeh  services  of  militia  only,  as 
haTo  been  performed  in  Tirtue  of  orders  issued 
by  the  BxeeatiTe  of  the  United  States,  or  being 
performed  without  those  orders,  have  bcien  recog- 
nised by  that  authority,  and  payments  sanctioned 
accordingly. 

That  so  far  as  rdates  to  expenditures  by  Stetes 
themselTes  upon  their  own  militia,  independent 
of  the  sanetioa  or  authority  of  the  General  Qor- 
emment,  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  is  in  pos- 
sesion of  AD  offileial  information.  It  is  tr«e, 
howeter,  that  two  claims  partly  of  this  character 
have,  not  long  since,  been  presented  here,  «nd 
advances,  by  special  direction  of  the  honorable 
the  Secreury  of  War,  have  been  made  bv  me 
upon  them :  one  to  the  fitaie  of  Virginia,  ot  two 
hundred  thousand  debars,  and  another  to  the 
Stale  of  Rhode  Island,  of  not  quite  twenty-^wo 
thousand  dollars  >  but  then  these  services  w«re, 
as  I  understood,  recognised  by  the  United  Slates, 
so  thit  they  uartook  but  in  part  of  the  nature  of 
those  alluded  to,  namely,  that  they  have  been 
paid  from  the  funds  of  those  States,  req>eetively, 
which,  when  the  services  were  thus  recognised, 
the  United  States  were  bound  to  reimburse. 

Respectfully,^ 

ROBERT  BRENT,  Pcymaster. 

Bon.  William  H.  Chawforu^^ 

Seer§iary  of  War, 


WAmavcon^  D.  €.,  Jan.  H,  1815. 

Sia :  This  note  has  been  delayed  by  the  expect- 
ation of  some  explanatory  documents  from  Kieh- 
mond.  We  Imve  now  the  honor  of  submitting 
to  you  the  grounds  on  which  we  expect  the  Pres- 
ident's sanction  to  theealis  of  militia  which  were 
made  by  theGbremor  of  Yiwinia  for  the  defence 
of  Richmond  in  Aogust  aim  September,  1814 ; 
being  the  only  calls,  as  we  understand,  of  the 

Kopriety  of  which  a  doubt  is  entertained,  in  the 
epartnwnt  of  War. 

it  is  to  be  remembered  that  Richmond  is  as- 
tnilnfak  by  thechannels  both  of  York  and  James 
nv«is,  within  eight  nad  forty  honrs  «fter  the  en- 
emy's squadmn  ahall  itave  entered  oor  Gapes. 
Arnold,  daring  the  Revolntionaffy  war,  had  that 
city  in  flames,  within  twenty-four  home  after  the 
fiiost  notice  of  hb  appeoaehtf  Heacss  tho  uner  im- 
mraeticahilitf  of  annou&ciag  the  approaoh  to  the 
Fres&dent,  and  saceivinghts  instroetions  in  time 
to  call  forth  the  militia  to  an  effectual  defenoe. 
The  enoflay  eoqld  hav«  entered  Rfohmond  before 
an  axprem  could  retwn  from  Washington.  Hence 
it  is  obvious^  that  against  a  maritime  enemy,  like 
Oreat  Britain,  a  place  eo  situated  is  defensible  in 
•aif  one  or  two  modes,  eidier  by  keepioga  stand- 
ing fome  before  it,  equal  to  aay  force  whioh  the 
«iemy  could  lead  to  tne  assanlt,  or  by  vesting  the 
Bxecutive  of  the  Sute  with  the  mseretionary 
power  of  calling  forth  the  militie  in  such  oum'' 
bers  ea  to  naeet'the  pafftioular  emeigenoy,  whnt* 


soever  il  might  be.  The  latter  conrae  was  adopt- 
od  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 
relation  to  Richmond.  We  do  not  say  that  any 
instruction  to  this  effect  was  given  to  the  Gov- 
ernor <tf  Virginia  previously  to  the  calls  in  the 
month  of  August;  but  the  letters  of  the  Secretory 
of  War  to  the  Qovemor  of  Virginia  immediately 
thereafter,  and  indeed  almost  contemporaneously, 
do,  in  the  most  explicit  flranner,  ratify  that  course 
of  action  $  and  a  subsequent  ratification,  we  an- 
deietand,  is  eonal  to  a  pnor  command.  Thus,  in 
the  Seeretary's  letter  of  the  3Ist  of  August,  (here- 
with, numbered  1,)  written  after  the  desiruotion 
of  Washington,  he  announces  the  descent  of  the 
enemy's  barges  down  the  Patnxent,  and  the  roa- 
eon  given  for  the  communication  is,  beeause  it 
might  have  a  bearing  on  the  Qovemor's  arrange* 
ments  for  his  section  of  the  country ;  but  what 
those  arrangements  were  to  be,  ij^fiiead  of  being 
defined,  is  m  exclusively  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Qovernor.  The  same  gentleman,  in  his  letfer 
of  the  next  day,  (September  1,  No.  2,)  apprizes 
the  Qovernor  that  Richmond  was  known  to  be 
one  of  the  enemy's  objects,  and  closes  his  letter 
with  these- emphatic  vrords:  **Be  on  your  guard| 
prepared  at  every  point,  and  in  all  ciroumstanees, 
to  repel  the  invaders."  In  what  light  is  it  possi- 
ble to  constrae  these  words,  but  as  a  clear  and 
explicit  recognition  of  the  principle  that  the  Qea- 
oral  Government  placed  the  defence  of  the  State 
of  Vii|rtQia  aod  its  metropolis  at  the  discretion  of 
its  Qoremor?  The  letter,  of  which  we  have 
just  quoted  an  extract,  was  followed  by  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  of  the  3d  of  September,  call- 
ing, in  tentts  whioh  no  American  bosom  could 
resist,  upon  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  and 
upon  tlM  nation,  to  rise  to  arms,  and  exterminate 
the  ferocious  and  sanguinary  invaders. 

The  effect  of  such  a  proelamation  on  such  a 
State  as  Virginia  will  ee  easily  conceived  by 
yon.  sir,  when  you  come  to  re-persoe  the  terns 
of  tne  proeUmation  and  bear  in  mind  the  char- 
acter of  the  State  which  you  so  well  know.  The 
shook  was  electric  and  universal.  The  common- 
wealth rose  en  niwec.  Her  mountains,  fields,  and . 
foresis,  poured  forth  their  armed  multitudes,  who 
rushed  mm  all  directions  to  surround  and  cover 
their  metn^olis  ffom  British  outrage  and  p^lu- 
tioui  and  chastise  the  insolence  which  bad  Just 
triumphed  over  Washington.  It  was,  no  deubt, 
thepresenee  of  this  numerous  concourse  at  Rich- 
oMnd,  or  upon  their  march  to  it  from  the  country, 
which  has  produced  the  iihpremion  that  the  Oov- 
nrnor  had  made  an  indiscreet  use  of  the  power  of 
defonee  with  iHiieh  he  was  intrusted.  But  this 
is  not  the  fact  The  concourse  of  which  we 
hafve  spoken  forms  no  part  of  the  charge  which 
we  now  have  against  the  United  States.  They 
were  not  impi  in  anas.  Their  services  were  not 
accepted.  It  was,  iadeed^  with  infinite  difficuliy^ 
and  infinite  address  on  the  part  of  th9  Qovemor, 
and  with  tJie  most  painful  reiactance,  ami  even 
tears  of  r^ret  on  theirs,  that  the  generous  impulse 
which  had  brought  them  together  could  be  so  fiir 
repressed  as  that  they  could  be  prevailed  upon  to 
return  to  their  >omes,  and  trust  the  defence  and 
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koDor  of  the  Sctu  to  the  troop*  whkh  lh«  Gor- 
«aor  bad  alreadj  embodied.  Bui  tbey  did  re- 
miD;  the  KDse  of  duty  aod  order,  which  forms  a 
no  lest  honorable  part  of  their  character  than 
their  aidor  of  palnoiitm,  prerailiog  orcr  everf 
eDDiideiation  of  peraonal  feeling. 

The  next  direction  which  the  Qoreraor  re- 
ceived from  the  Deparcmeai  of  War,  waa  the 
Secretary'*  tetter,  herewith,  (No.  3,)  of  the  6th 
of  September,  aQooiuciag  that  th«  enemy  bad 
received  a  reinforcement  at  the  moutb  of  Paiui- 
ent,  that  the  uaited  tquadroni  were  descendlDg 
the  bay,  thai  Richmoiid  was  one  of  iheir  object*, 
aad  repeating  again  the  solemn  injuoeiioo,  "be 
prepared  to  meet  the  enemy."  Tbua,  in  every 
inataoce,  the  Governor  of  Virginia  i«  thrown  by 
the  Oenetal  Oovernmeni  upon  hi*  own  energie* 
n  judgment,  without  any  notification    ' 

nw'B   ittrpnirr''     -     -*  '        ' 


the  enemy'i  ■treUKlh,  or  the  quaniDm  of  retiit- 

ancfl  which  it  would  be >■    -  '    .  ■  -  --  --i. 

into  the  field. 


ancfl  which  it  would  be  expedient  for  him  to  call 


To  meet  the  advance  guard,  as  it  may  he  called, 
of  the  *ame  enemy,  the  President  of  the  United 
StatCB,  acting  with  the  advice  of  bit  council,  had 
BUide  a  call  in  the  month  of  June  or  July,  nnleu 
we  are  miiinformed,  of  fifteen  thonsand  men. 
To  meet  the  united  s^oadroDs  at  Baltimore,  we 
are  advised  that  from  eighteen  to  twenty  ihon*and 
men  were  called  to  the  defence  of  that  plaee. 
To  meet  the  same  enemy,  at  the  aame  erius,  the 
Qovernoi  of  Virginia  l)ad  never  In  the  Geld  more 
than  between  eleven  and  twelve  Ihooaand  men. 

We  hand  you,  herewith,  the  laveral  general 
orderi  calling  out  troop*  on  the  occuioa  of  the 
firat  approach  of  the  enemy  within  our  Capea,  as 
also  after  the  fall  at  Washington,  numbered  4,  5, 
and  6,  and  submit  it  with  conGdeace  to  yonr  jadg- 
ment,  whether  these  calls  can  b«  considered  as 
iadiicreet.  Whether  you  uke  the  standard  of 
the  call  for  Waihtngion,  or  that  for  Baltimore  j 
or  consider  the  acceasibiuly  of  Richmond,  br  the 
ohanael*  either  of  York  or  James  river,  and  the 
consequeDt  neeeuiiy  of  gnaidiDg,  with  equal 
stnogtb,  both  those  avenues  of  approach-^of 
gnarding  tham,  too,  with  raw  militia  against 
veteran  and  highly  disoiplined  troops,  inured  to 
victory  ^—it  teeuM  very  clear  that  thoae  ealU,  If 
oauurable  at  ail,  are  rather  censurable  for  iheii 
moderation  than  their  excem. 

To  these  documents,  we  will  add  only  a,  letter 
bom  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  21it  Septem- 
ber, written  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  oui 
preparation*,  and  whan  they  were  at  the  highest: 
in  which  letter,  so  far  ii  he  from  censuring  the 
magnicude  of  those  preparation^  that  be  i*  con* 
■idered  thereby  as  having  approved  and  sanc- 
tioned them,  if  this  coDstrnctioD  be  right,  there 
will  be  no  occasion,  we  trust,  of  giving  you  any 
further  trouble  on  this  bituich  ol  the  elaims  of 
Virginia  for  reimbuisemwiL 

We  are^air,  very  respecifally,  Ac. 

WILLIAM  WIRT, 
JOHN  CHEW. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Cbawford, 

. -Secretory  4f  (For. 
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It  i*  difficult  to  aseerlaio  the  number  of  the 
truops  on  any  sivEn  day  previous  to  the  15th  of 
■September.  Many  of  them  were  discharged  in- 
niediaiely  upon  their  arrival,  and  before  they  wen 
::>aaiied  upon  any  rrgnlar  plan, or  reports  could 
'  received  from  them.  This  was  (Mrticnlarly 
.  -  case  with  the  cavalry.  Of  this  species  oTforce 
1 1  was  found  that  the  Governor's  proclamaiion 
:<iid  [be  general  orders  of  iheS6th  of  Anyau  had 
iiiought  inu  the  field  a  larger  pn^riion  than 
\v;i<{  necessary;  cooEequenily,  on  thel2ihaf  Sep- 
L>-ml>er,  seventeen  troops  were  discharged,  of 
n-Iiicb  eight  were  Tolunieers,  and  the   residne 

Captain  Proaser's  troop  of  cavalry  vma  called 
into  service  on  the  26tb  Aogoat,  andperforawd 
V  idelle  duty  between  Richmond  and  WaahiagtM 
Ciiy  uittil  the  10th  of  September,  whan  ii»u 
il  iBc  barged. 

Cnionel  Baykia  took  ifaa  field  o*  the  Mh  of 
Augmt,  with  ibovi  tight  hiudred  iBea,aad  cob- 
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tinoed  in  service  antil  the  13(h  September.    He 
WK8  fltatioDed  at  Cabin  point,  on  James  river. 

The  foregoing  statement  and  remarks  relate  to 
the  measures  adopted  by  the  Ezecotive  of  Yit- 
ginia  for  the  defence  of  Richmond,  Petersbarg, 
and  the  shores  of  York  and  James  river,  together 
wkh  saeh  points  of  our  maritime  frontier  as 
cottid  be  protected  by  that  force ;  doe  regard  be- 
inff  had  to  the  safety  of  the  Metropolis. 

The  situation  of  the  other  exposed  parts  of  Vir* 
ffinia  will  be  seen  hj  an  eiamination  of  the  letters 
from  the  commanding  officers  in  those  parts. 

G.  W.  GOOCH,  Adj.  Cfen^  Va. 

No.  1. 
Wab  Dbpartmeiit.  Aug.  31, 1814. 

Sib:  We  have  this  moment  received  informa- 
tion, the  correctness  of  which  is  not  doubted,  that 
the  enemy  evacuated  Nottingham  yesterday,  at 
10  o'clock.  The  barges  moved  down  about  4 
o'clock.  It  is  believed  that  they  embarked  from 
Benedict  last  evening  and  this  morning.  I  give 
this  notice  for  your  information  as  early  as  possi* 
ble,  as  it  may  nave  a  bearing  on  your  arrange* 
ments  for  the  defence  of  your  section  of  the  country. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  servant,  JAMES  MONROE. 

His  Ex'cy,  J.  Babboub, 

Governor  of  Virginia^  Richmond, 

No.  2. 
Wab  DBPABTMEifT,  Sept.  1,  1814. 

Sib  :  The  enemy  have  embarked  on  board  their 
yessels  on  the  Patuxent,  and  will,  as  I  presume, 
in  execution  of  their  desolating  system,  proceeu 
immediatel]^  to  some  other  of  our  principal  towns. 
Richmond  is  known  to  be  one  on  which  they 
have  fixed  their  attention;  Norfolk  and  Balti- 
more are  others.  Against  which  they  will  movC) 
in  the  first  instance^  will  probably  not  be  known, 
until  they  land  their  men  in  a  marked  direction 
towards  it. 

Be  on  your  guard,  prepared  at  every  point,  and 
in  all  circumstances,  to  repel  the  invaders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONkOE. 

The  GovEBNOB  of  the 

State  of  VtrginiOf  Richmond. 

A  copy  of  the  original. 

G.  W.  GOOCH,  Adj.  Qen.^  Va. 

No.  2. 
Dbpabtmbiit  of  Wab,  Sept.  6, 1814. 

Sib:  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  ene« 
inv's  squadron  has  passed  our  battery,  at  the 
White  House,  on  the  Potomac  river.  It  was  im- 
possible to  collect  such  a  number  of  heavy  pieces, 
in  the  present  state  i^  affairs  here,  as  to  pre« 
▼ent  it. 

The  fleet  which  had  descended  the  Patuxent, 
with  the  troopa  on  board,  lately  employed  iigainst 
thia  city,ai|d  a  rcinforeemeot  since  received,  which 


had  paused  at  the  mouth  of  that  river,  on  account, 
as  was  supposed,  of  the  detention  of  this  squad- 
ron, descended  the  bay  jresterday,  either  for  the 
Potomac  or  some  other  object  lower  down  the  bay. 
As  it  doubtless  will  immediately  know  that  the 
squadron  has  passed  our  battery,  it  may  proceed 
to  such  other  object ;  which  must  be,  1  presume, 
if  it  has  one  in  the  bay,  either  Norfolk  or  Rich- 
mood. 

1  hasten  to  give  you  this  intelligence,  that  you 
may  be  prepared  to  meet  the  enemy,  should  they 
present  themselves  at  either  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  JAMES  MONROE. 

His  Ex'cy  the  Govebnob  op  Vibginia. 

No.  4. 

Dbpabtmbnt  of  Wab,  Sept.  19, 1814. 

Sib:  The  enemy  has  |mssed  down  the  bay,  out 
of  sight,  below  Annnpolis.  It  may  be  presumed 
that  they  will  attack  either  Richmond  or  Norfolk. 

The  force  collected  near  Richmond  is,  I  truist, 
full V  adequate  to  its  defence. 

Norfolk,  General  Porter  writes  me^  is  not,  so 
well  prepared*  Cannot  some  additional  force  be 
thrown  in  to  its  aid?  I  fear  the  reinforcement 
from  North  Carolina  will  not  arrive  there  in  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant 

JAMES  MONROE. 

His  Ex'cy  the  Govebnob  of  Vibginia. 


Wab  Dbpabtmbnt^  Oct.  6, 1814. 

SiB :  For  the  expenditure  attending  the  militia 
who  have  been  called  into  the  service  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States  by  this  Department,  or  the  commander 
of  the  military  district  No.  6,  the  United  States 
are  regularly  chargeable. 

For  any  advances  made  by  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, for  the  support  of  such  troops,  reimburse* 
ment  is  of  course  due. 

No  call  of  the  militia,  except  in  the  modes  above 
atated,  n  obligatory  on  the  United  States.  In  the 
case  under  consideration,  it  is  true,  that  the  call 
made  by  the  Executive  of  the  State  was  notified 
to  this  Government,  with  a  request  that  the  mili- 
tia might  be  uken  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  This,  however,  does  not  remove  the  ob- 
jection to  the  right  in  a  State,  at  its  discretion, 
to  subject  the  United  States  to  such  expenses. 

The  President  is  aware  that  the  predatory  in- 
cursions of  the  enemy,  and  the  menace  of  a  more 
serious  attack  on  the  principal  cities  along  our 
seaboard,  made  an  extra  call  of  militia,  in  certain 
cases^  necessary.  Whether  the  troops  which  were 
called  into  service  by  the  Executive  of  Virginia, 
for  the  defence  of  Richmond,  are  more  than  were 
necessary  for  the  purpose,  is  a  question  which 
could  not  be  immediately  decided:  it  will  be 
attended  to  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  admit. 
In  making  the  decision,  regard  must  be  had  to 
just  principles,  taking  into  view  similar  claims  of 
other  States. 

Foe  the  present,  I  am  authorized  lo  state  that 
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oae  hundred  thouMtnd  doUtrs  will  be  advenced 
to  the  SxecQCire,  on  aceoun t  of  money  naid  by  it 
in  sni^ponof  the  troope  in  the  terTieeot  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  fint  instance,  and  the  baUnoe 
on  account  of  the  other  claims  aUuded  to,  which 
are  hereafter  to  be  adjusted. 

On  the  proposition  to  take  the  militia  now  as- 
sembled for  the  defence  of  Richmond  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  I  hare  to  state  that 
it  will  be  acceded  to  as  to  four  thousand  of  these 
troops,  provided  the  Bzeoutiye  of  the  State  should 
be  of  opinion  that  they  may  be,  in  the  present 
IcM  menacing  poeture  of  the  enemy,  spared  from 
their  present  serTioe,to  be  empioyed  between  this 
and  Baltimore,  in  lieu  of  a  like  number  lately 
called  from  the  State  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  serraat, 

JAM88  MONROE. 

Hon.  Cbablbs  Etbbbtt. 


CLAIM  FOR  PRIZE  MONEY. 

[Cemmnnicated  to  the  SenatSp  December  M,  1816.] 

Wasbimgtoii,  Dtc  20, 1815. 

Sir  :  In  sU|^rt  of  the  petition  presented  to  the 
honorable  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and 
referred  to  their  honorable  Naval  Committee, 
praying  remuneration  to  those  interested,  for  the 
captures  made  by  the  late  United  States  brig 
Arffus,  under  the  command  of  my  late  brother 
Wflliam  H.  Allan.  I  have  the  honor  to  present, 
herewith,  a  letter  from  Benjamin  Homans,  Bsq^ 
of  the  Navv  Department,  to  me,  with  a  chart  or 
the  track  or  the  Argus,  and  a  list  of  the  vessels 
she  captured,  dtc.,  and  the  doeumenis  that  were 
found  on  board  those  vessels. 

The  chart  shows  the  course  of  the  Aig us  from 
L'Orient,  up  the  western  coast  of  Ireland,  into  the 
river  Shannon,  and  thence  round  into  St.  George's 
Channel,  where  she  was  captured.  The  red  let* 
ters  on  tne  list  of  vessels  indicate  the  time  and 
jplace  of  their  capture  on  the  chart* 
.  It  appears,  upon  examination,  that  no  invoices 
were  found  on  Doard  the  captmd  vessels;  those 
a^iertaining  to  the  vessels  bound  coastwise  were 
jffobably  seat  overland  by  null ;  but  I  am  unable 
to  account  for  the  absence  of  the  others ;  the  bills 
of  lading  that  were  signed  were  probably  likewise 
sent  by  mail ;  and  the  bills  of  ladiiig  and  euatom- 
house  documents  herewith,  are  the  only  or  ehief 
means  by  which  an  estimate  of  the  vmhie  of  the 
cargoes  can  be  formed.  Lieutenant  Watson,  of 
the  Argus,  on  his  return  from  Bagland  to  this 
country,  delivered  at  the  Navy  Denanment  a  re- 
port respecting  the  value,  dtc,  of  these  vessels 
and  their  caig oes.  which  ne  estimated  at  about 
three  millions  of  uollars,  as  will  be  seen  by  reier* 
rinff  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Homans.  I  cannot 
fiaa  this  report,  and  Lieutenant  Watson  is  absent 
from  this  country.  His  means  of  asoertainiflg 
their  value  from  the  officers  of  the  captured  ves- 
ted) and  while  in  England,  were  much  greater 


than  the  P^P^o  presented  herewitk  uIobc  aSacd ; 
but,  unwilling  to  overrato  the  amouai,aiid  in  oi4(i 
to  make  adequate  allowance  (or  such  ma  error, 
should  there  be  any  in  this  report,  I  have  thought 
best  to  state  the  sum  in  the  petitioa  at  five  Jkoad> 
red  thousand  doUan  less  ibaa  is  ezptcsscd  in  Jiis 
report. 

1  made  application  at  the  Navy  Department  for 
the  log-bo&  of  the  ArguS|  which,  perhaps,  cou- 
tains  some  information  of  importance  on  thesub- 
iect|  but  it  has  not  vet  been  found ;  as  toon  as  it 
u  discovered,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  add  the  evidence 
it  may  afi>ra  to  that  presented  now. 

Some  of  the  vessels  taken  were  very  valuable, 
and  among  them  were  those  from  the  West  India. 
The  cargo  of  the  Bedford  alone  (with  Irish  Jioeit 
^..  from  Dublin  for  London)  would  hare  brought 
in  this  country  nearly  one  million  of  dollars. 

I  have  npt  been  able  to  ascertain  of  what  kiad 
or  quality  were  the  goods  chiefly  composing  tbe 
caigo  of  the  brigantine  Ann ;  but  they  were  most 
probably  linen  manulacture^  and,  if  fine,  weic 
very  valuable.  I  have  written  to  ascertain  their 
character  from  Dennison,  the  Purser  of  \\k^  Ar- 
gus, who  is  at  Baltimore.  The  schooner  Matilda 
and  ship  Betsey  were  the  vessels  lecaptuied  by 
the  enemy. 

The  schooner  Salamanca,  captured  on  the  pas- 
sage from  this  country  to  France,  was  an  armed 
Government  vessd,  as  her  papers  show  \  and  the 
principle  upon  which  awards  have  already  been 
made  for  the  destruction  of  the  national  v«sels 
of  the  enemy,  applies  folly  to  her.  And  what 
pvevenU  the  application  of  the  same  princii^e 
where  the  commerce  of  the  enemy  haa  been  de- 
stroyed ?  As  having  reduced  the  actual  power  of 
the  enemy,  the  capture  of  a  few  of  their  nafional 
vessels  cannot  be  considered  of  much  importance, 
their  whole  n  amber  being  so  great,  and  the  means 
of  replacing  those  that  were  lost  so  extensive,  it 
can  only  be  justly  pr/ied  t%  h^riag  lessened  the 
naval  reputation  o(  the  enemy  while  it  increased 
our  own,  and  raised  the  glory  of  the  oauon. 
Aside  from  this  last  consideration,  the  demolltioa 
of  the  enemy's  instruments  of  annoyance  ^Wes 
claim  to  no  greater  reward  than  the  destruciioa 
of  the  means  by  whieh  those  instruments  are  ob- 
tained. A  nation  cannot  long  support  a  war. 
from  which  the  means  are  taken  that  enabled  her 
to  operate  egainst  an  enemv  $  but  leave  her  the 
means,  and  she  will  always  be  armed,  being  at  all 
times  able  to  replace  her  losses.  To  mumek  the 
commeice  of  thi^  enemy  was,  therefore^  the  best 
mode  of  wounding  her,  and  upon  that  conviction 
were  the  orders  to  my  brother  predicated;  in 
which  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ob- 
serves, **  in  no  way  can  the  enemy  be  made  to 
feel  our  hostility  so  effectually,  as  by  amMyiag 
and  destroying  his  commerce,  fisheries,  and  coast- 
ing 4ra(to;  this  would  cancy  the  war  home  to  thetr 
direct  Xeelin|^  and  interests,  and  would  prodoee 
an  astontshmg  sensation."  And  the  sequci  de- 
monstrated tMit  hostility  in  that  form  was  £tt 
more  dreadful  and  destructive  to  her  interesu 
than  any  other  wJiich  it  oould  asMne. 

In  another  view,  the  claim  of  the  miyect  to 
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cOBtidcration  is  tt  least  as  strong.  A  law  of  the 
UnitBd  States  ffives  to  eaptofs  the  moiety  of  their 
captues  I  aad  Ibelicre  the  positioa  is  coireet,  that 
tho  prapcrtv  in  them  rests  the  moment  they  are 
ca|itored.  Bot  the  power  to  eoBTcrt  such  prop- 
erty before  coademoatioa  is  not  possessed  either 
by  the  United  States  or  the  captors^  and  theUni* 
ted  States  have  no  greater  aathortty  to  dispose  of 
it,  either  before  or  after  condemnation,  than  is 
enjoyed  by  the  canters.  My  late  brotoer  was^ 
therefore,  compelled  by  his  orders  to  destroy  what 
actually  oeionged  in  part  to  himself  and  his  crew; 
and  the  Bzecative  aathortty  baring  exercised  the 
power  of  directing  the  dispoml  of  those  OHttores 
m  a  way  that  deprired  the  emptors  of  their  prop' 
ertjT  in  them,  they  hare,  it  is  homUy  conceircd, 
a  jost  claim  upon  the  United  States  for  indem- 
nity. There  is  something  aceruiag,  onder  exist- 
ing law^  for  the  guns  and  me&eaptored,  but  the 
amowit  is  rery  smaU. 

The  continued  loss  of  sleep,  together  with  the 
excessire  fatigue  consequent  upon  such  a  rapid 
snccemiofi  of  captures,  and  the  extreme  watch- 
fulncw  neeessanr  in  so  exposed  a  situation,  disa- 
bled the  Argus  from  making  so  great  a  resistance 
to  bet  more  powerful  enemy  as  she  might  other- 
wise hare  done.  And  although  rictory  hung  no 
laurels  orer  tbe  tombs  of  those  who  fell,  nor  on 
the  brows  of  the  surrirors,  their  misfortune  has 
not  sullied  the  fame  of  our  arms,  ner  diminished 
their  title  to  the  remembrance  of  their  country. 

With  the  strongest  conrtciioa  of  the  justice 
and  liberal  sentiments  of  the  honorable  gentlemen 
of  the  Senate^  to  whose  consideration  this  subject 
has  been  referred,  I  shaU  look  with  confident  hope 
to  a  farerable  result. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
year  obedient  humble  serrant: 

THOBIAS  J.  ALLBN, 

Attorney  and  agent. 

Tbe  Hon.  CBAnLEs  Tait. 

t^^airnkon  Gowk  ois  Nasoal  J^jMf9, 


NArT  DfiPAftTMEIIT^  Dtc.  13, 1810. 

Sib  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Naral 
Committee  of  tbe  Seoatt>  in  compliance  with 
your  reouest  of  the  8th  iastanvjche  sereml  papeis 
herewith,  marked  A  and  B.  The  pupers  marked 
A  eeataia  a  list  of  all  the  mefchant  ressels  cap- 
tured br  the  public  armed  ships  of  the  United 
States  dUf tug  the  late  war,  and  subsefoentlr  de» 
stroyed  at  sea  in  obedience  to  the  ordenror  this 
Department  to  that  eftct. 

The  papers  marked  B  contain  the  ordeie.  and 
extracts  from  such  parts  of  orders,  to  the  com- 
manders of  the  ships  and  resmls  of  war  itnder 
which  the  ressels  captured  were  destroyed  at  sea. 

Those  captured  ressels  which  were  sent  to  the 
United  States,  and  arrired  safely,  are  not  includecL 
nor  those  which  were  maDoed  for  tbe  Uaitea 
Sutes,  or  friendly  ports  in  Barope,  and  afterwards 
recaptured,  with  a  number  of  others  which  were 
liberated  as  cartels;  the  list  being  exdosirely 
confined  to  the  captured  ressels  destroyed,  as  far 
as  the  jonrmls  and  reports  hare  been  made  to 


this  Department  by  the  sereral  commanding  of- 


I  hare  the  honor  tt^  be,  rery  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedtet  serrant, 

B.  W.  CROWNIN8HIBLD. 

The  Hon.  Coarles  Tait. 

Ckaxrman  Nanal  Com.  qf  Smote, 


A. 

Statement  of  oil  the  veeede,  other  than  veeaele  of 
war,  which  were  taken  and  destroued  hy  the 
Navy  of  the  United  Staiee,  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain. 

By  the  frigate  Essex— -Brig  Hero.  August  2^ 
1812 ;  brig  Mkrf,  Augnst  9, 1813 ;  scnooner  EH- 
xabeth,  December,  1812;  ship  €}reen1riBh,  May 
28, 1813;  ship  Hector,  Blay  ^  1813;  ship  Cath- 
erine, May  28, 1813. 

By  the  frigate  Constitution— Brig  Lady  War- 
ren, August  11,  1812;  brig  Adeona,  August  12, 
1812 ;  schooner  Phcsnix,  February  18, 1814 ;  brig 
Catharine,  February  19, 1814;  bng  Lord  Nelson, 
December  24, 1814. 

By  the  frigate  President— Brig  Trarellery  July 
2, 1812;  brig  Duchess  of  Poriiand,  July  4, 1812 ; 
brig  Jean  and  Ann,  July  12,  1813;  brig  Daphne, 
July  18,  1813;  brig  Alert,  July  29,  1813;  ship 
Wanderer.  January  5, 1814;  ship  Edward,  Janu- 
ary 9,  18l4;  schooner  Jonathan,  January  9, 1814. 

By  the  corrette  Adams— Schooner  Prince  Re- 
gent,  Janusrr  29,  1814 ;  schooner  Industry,  Feb- 
ruary 9, 1814;  schooner  Nayntim  Fairy,  March 
4, 1814;  brig  Mentor,  June  24, 1814;  brig  Mary, 
June  26, 1814;  schooner  Farorite^  July  S^  1814; 
ship  Paris,  August  7, 1814;  schooner  Maria,  Au- 
gust 16, 1814. 

By  the  frigate  Chesapeake^Brig  Lirerpool 
Hero,  January  14, 18ia 

By  the  sloepof-war  Wasp^Barque  Nepioae, 
June  2^  1814;  brig  William,  June  1^  1814;  brig 
Pallas,  Jiune  18^  1814;  ship  Orange  Boren,  June 
28y  1814:  brig  Regulator,  Julj  4^  1814;  sohoener 
Jenny,  July  0,  1814;  brig  Letticoi  Augnst  30^ 
1814;  brig  Bon  Accord,  August  31, 1814;  biif 
Mary,  September  1, 1814;  brig  Three  Brothers^ 
September  12,  1814;  brig  Bacchns,  Septembee 
14.  1814. 

By  the  slooip«f-war  Peacock'— Brig  Sea  Flou^ 
er,  Jane  17,  18U ;  brig  Stmager,  July  5,  1814; 
sleep  Fertitttdek  July  £  1814;  brig  Venus,  July  8, 
1814;  tioof  Leith  Packet^  August  1, 1814;  sleep 
William  and  Ann,  August  2;.  1814|8loop  Peggy 
and  Jane^  August  3, 1814;  baruue  William,  Au- 
gust 14.  1814;  brig  Beliona,  August  21,  1814$ 
brig  Trtten,  August  23,  1814;  bng  Duck,  Sep- 
tember 2,  1814;  ship  Mary,  Oetober  12.  1814; 
ship  Union,  June  la  1814;  ship  Brie  de  Bfan 
June  29, 1814 

By  the  brig  Siren— Ship  Barton,  May,  1814; 
brig  AdreMurer,  May,  1814. 

By  tbe  sloop-of-wsr  Hernet-^Brig  Resolution, 
Febi;uary  4, 1813. 

By  the  brigs  Rattlesnake  and  Bttterprise---Brig 
Rambtor,  February  7, 1814 
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By  the  sloop-of-wsr  Frdie— Brif  Little  Fox, 
March  17, 1814 ;  schooDer  ,  April  3, 1814. 

By  the  brig  Rattlesnake— Brig  Joiid,  June  10, 
1814;  briff  Crown  Prince.  Jane  22, 1814. 

Bv  the  brig  Argos — Sckooner  Salamanca,  brig 
Rienard,  brig  Fowey,  sloop  Lady  Frances,  brig 
Alliance,  ship  Barbacloes,  ship  Mariner,  sloop  John 
and  Thomas,  sloop  Dinah  and  Betsey,  brig  Ann, 
ship'defiance,  brig  Baltic,  and  brig  Bedford.  The 
precise  time  of  capture  of  these  ressels  is  not 
known ;  it,  however,  occurred  about  the  begin- 
ning of  August,  1813. 


RIOAPrrULATION. 

Essex 

Constitution       .       •       • 
President     -       •       .       • 
Corrette  Adams 
Chesapeake 

Wasp  ...  - 
Peacock  -  .  -  . 
Siren  -  -  -  -  . 
Rattlesnake  and  Enterprise 
Frolic  .... 
Rattlesnake  ... 
Aigus  .  .  .  - 
Hornet       .... 
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Nayt  Dbpaetmbnt,  June  5, 1813. 

Sir  :  When  the  honorable  Mr.  Crawford,  Min- 
Sster  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States  to 
France,  is  ready  for  departure,  you  will  receive 
him  and  his  suite  on  board,  and  proceed,  with  the 
irit  favorable  opportunity,  to  sea,  directing  your 
course,  without  deviating  tor  anv  other  object,  to 
the  first  port  in  France.  In  all  probability  yon 
will  find  Brest  or  L'Orient  the  easiest  of  access ; 
but  should  yon  have  an  opportunity  of  landing 
the  Minister,  on  any  part  or  the  coast  of  France, 
yon  may  thereby  avoid  much  risk  in  attempting 
to  enter  a  port  before  which  you  may  find  a  hoe- 
tile  squadron.  But  in  whatever  way  you  may 
effect  the  first  object  of  jrour  destination,  you  will 
then  proceed  upon  a  cruise  against  the  commerce 
and  light  cruisers  of  the  enemy,  which  you  will 
capture  and  destroy  in  all  eases ;  unless  their  val- 
ue and  qualities  shall  render  it  morally  certain 
thiit  they  may  reach  a  safe  and  not  distant  port 
Indeed,  in  the  present  state  of  the  enemy's  force, 
there  are  very  few  cases  that  would  justify  the 
manning  of  a  prize;  because,  the  chances  of  reach- 
ing a  tafe  port  are  infinitely  against  the  attempt, 
and  the  weakening  the  crew  of  the  Argus  might 
ezDOse  you  to  an  unequal  contest  with  the  enemy. 

It  is  exceedingly  desirable  that  the  enemy 
should  be  made  to  feel  the  effecu  of  our  hostility, 
and  of  his  barbarous  system  of  warfare )  and  in 
no  way  can  we  so  effectually  accomplish  that 
object,  as  by  annoying  and  destroying^ his  com- 
merce, fisheries,  and  coasting  trade.  The  latter 
ia  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  is  much  more 
exposed  to,  the  attack  of  such  a  veasei  as  ike  Ar* 


gns,  than  is  generally  uadeiacobd. 

carry  the  war  home  direcUy  to  their  feeling  and 
interests,  and  produce  mn  astooishing  aeDsatioo. 

For  this  purpose,  the  cruising  ground  from  the 
entrance  of  the  British  channel  to  Cape  Clear, 
down  the  coast  of  Ireland,  across  toi,  and  along' 
the  northeast  coast  of  Rngland,  would  employ  a 
iDonth  or  six  weeks  to  great  advantage.  The 
coasting  fleets  on  this  track  are  immeaady  vaia- 
able;  and  yon  would  also  be  in  the  way  of  their 
West  India  homeward  fleet,  and  of  those  to  and 
from  Spain,  Portugal  and  the  Mediterranean. 
When  you  are  prepared  to  leave  this  groBDd.  yoa 
may  pass  round  the  northwest  of  Irdand,  towards 
Fair  Island  passage,  in  the  track  of  the  Aiehangel 
fleets,  returning  home  in  August  and  Septeniwr. 

Wnen  it  shall  be  absolutely  oeceaaary  to  letara 
home,  yon  will  pursue  such  route  as  may  best  pro- 
mote the  objects  of  your  cruise,  and  endeavor  to 
make  some  Eastern  port;  perliaps  Portsmouth 
may  be  as  easy  of  access,  and  as  conveoient,  in 
other  respects,  as  any  other. 

On  your  arrival  in  France  you  will,  with  the 
aid  of  Mr.  Crawford,  be  better  able  to  form  an 
opinion  of  the  expediency  of  attempting  to  send 
prizes  into  France,  or  of  touching  there  to  replen- 
ish your  stores  in  order  to  protract  your  erotae. 

Your  own  disposition,  and  the  amiable  char- 
acter of  the  Minister,  insure  to  him  the  ktndeat 
attention  on  your  part ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
you  will  derive  the  most  ample  graiificatioa  from, 
such  an  intercourse.  Tour  talents  and  honorable 
services  are  deeply  impressed  upon  this  Depart- 
ment^ and  will  not  cease  to  excite  its  aueniion. 

Wishing  you  a  prosperous  aad  honorable  cruise, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  JONB8. 

Lieutenant  Wm.  H.  Allen. 

Commanding  U.  8.  brig  Argue, 


Exhrad  of  a  kUer  from  the  SeertUay  ^  ike  Nmty  to 
Ciqtiam  Ckaria  SUwaH^  eomnumding  the  VmUed 
Stated  fiiguU  ContttluKoii,  daUd  Sntemkr  I9» 
1818. 

The  commerce  of  the  enemy  is  the  moot  vulner- 
able point  we  can  attack,  and  iu  destroctioa  the 
main  object;  and  to  this  end  all  your  efforts 
should  be  directed.  Therefore,  unless  your  prtzes 
shall  be  very  valuable,  and  near  a  friendly  port, 
it  will  be  imprudent,  and  worse  than  useless,  to 
attempt  to  send  them  in ;  the  chances  of  recapture 
are  excessively  great ;  the  crew,  and  the  safety  of 
the  ship  under  your  command,  would  be  dimin- 
ished and  endangered,  as  well  as  your  own  fame, 
and  the  national  honor,  by  hazarding  a  battle  after 
the  reduction  of  your  officers  and  crew  by  manning 
prixes.  In  every  point  of  view,  then,  it  wlU  be 
proper  to  destroy  what  you  capture ;  except  val- 
uable and*  compact  articles,  that  may  be  tran- 
shipped. 

This  system  gives  to  one  ship  the  force  of 
many ;  and,  by  granting  to  prisoners  a  cartel,  as 
sufficient  numbers  accumulate,  our  account  on 
that  head  will  be  Increased  to  our  credit,  and  not 
only  facilitate  the  exchange,  bat  inanre  bett^ 
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treatment  to  cut  vofonanate  eountrymea  who 
are,  or  may  be,  eaptared  by  the  enemy. 

Exiraei  of  a  ktterfirom  the  Seerdary  of  the  Now  to 
Muter  Commandant  George  Parnert  commwtaing 
the  United  States'  hrig  Sren,  dated  December  S, 
1813. 

Yoar  own  observation  must  have  proved  to 
you  how  precarious  and  uncertain  is  the  prospect 
of  getting  prizes  into  a  friendly  port ;  and  that 
the  manning  of  a  few  prizes  will  soon  terminate 
your  cruise,  and  diminish  your  force  so  as  to  jeop- 
ardise the  safety  of  the  Sireo,  and  your  own  rep- 
utation, by  a  chance  conflict  with  an  enemy,  nom' 
inaUy  your  equal,  but  fully  manned.  With  every 
patriotic  officer  private  motives  will  yield  to  con- 
siderations of  public  good ;  and  as  the  great  object 
and  end  of  our  public  force  is  to  harass  and  dis- 
tress the  enemy,  and  as  the  most  effectual  annoy- 
ance is  the  destruction  of  his  trade  and  commerce, 
it  ought  to  be  the  ruling  principle  of  action  with 
every  commander. 

A  single  cruiser,  if  ever  so  successful,  can  man 
bat  a  few  prizes,  and  ey^rj  prize  is  a  serious  dim- 
inution of  her  force ;  but  a  single  cruiser,  destroy- 
ing every  captured  vessel,  has  the  capacity  of  con- 
tinuing, in  foil  vigor,  her  destructive  power  so 
long  as  her  provisions  and  stores  can  be  replen- 
ished, either  from  friendly  ports  or  from  the  ves- 
sels captured. 

Thus  has  a  single  Cruiser,  upon  the  destructive 
plan,  the  power,  perhaps,  of  twenty,  acting  upon 
pecuniary  views  alone ;  and  thus  may  the  em- 
ployment of  our  small  force,  in  some  degree,  com- 
pensate for  the  great  ine<}iiality  compared  with 
that  of  the  enemy.  Considered  even  in  a  pecu- 
niary point  of  view,  the  chances  of  the  safe  ar- 
rival of  the  prize  are  so  few,  aqd  of  recapture  by 
the  enemy,  so  many,  that  motives  of  interest 
alone  are  sufficient ;  but  when  we  consider  that 
it  is,  in  all  probability,  consigning  the  prize  crew 
to  a  loathsome  prison,  in  the  hands  of  a  perfidious 
and  cruel  enemy,  every  just  motive  willcombine 
to  urge  the  destruction,  rather  than  the  manning, 
of  every  prize. 

The  American  people  and  Government  have 
|riven  abundant  proof  that  they  are  deficient  neither 
m  gratitude  nor  generosity.  I,  therefore,  strenu- 
ously urge  and  order  the  destruction  of  every  cap- 
tured vessel  and  cargo,  unless  so  near  to  a  friendly 
port  as  to  leave  little  doubt  of  safe  arrival,  or  that 
the  merchandise  shall  be  so  valoableand  compact 
as  to  admit  of  transhipment,  without  injury  to  the 
▼essel  under  your  commana,  or  to  the  public  ser- 
vice. 


hands.  You  will,  therefore,  man  no  prize,  unlets 
the  value,  place  ofcapture,  and  other  favorable  cir* 
cumstances,  aball  render  her  safe  arrival  morally 
certain*  As  the  ransoming  of  British  vessels  is 
prohibited  by  a  statute,  and  the  ransom  bonds  de- 
clared void,  you  will  not  agree  to  the  ransoming 
of  any  prize.  The  enemy  has  also,  in  violatioa 
of  his  own  agreement,  and  of  good  faith,  refused 
to  recognise  cartels  granted  at  sea;  you  will, 
therefore,  grant  no  cartel,  nor  liberate  any  pris- 
oners, unless  under  circumstances  of  extreme  and 
unavoidable  necessity. 

Be  assured.sir,  that  the  confidenceof  our  country 
cannot  be  enhanced  by  any  new  achievements  of 
our  gallant  Navy ;  it  is  now  entire,  and  the  ser* 
vices  of  an  officer  will  now  be  estimated  by  the 
extent  of  the  injury  he  may  inflict  upon  the  vital 
interest  of  the  enemy  in  the  destruction  of  his 
commerce. 

flttstmctions,  the  same  as  the  preceding  to  Captain 
Cretghton,  were  given,  Janoair  6,  1814»  to  Master 
Conmiandant  Joseph  Bainbridge,  eommanding  the 
United  States'  sloop  of  war  Frolic] 


Extract  of  a  letter  fnm  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
Matter  Commandant  John  Orde  Cretghton,  having 
under  his  command  the  United  Statee'  krige  Rut' 
tieenake  and  Enterpriee,  Lieutenant  Commimdant 
Jamee  Eenehaw,  dated  December  22, 1813. 

The  great  object,  however,  is  the  destruction  of 
the  commerce  of  the  enemy,  and  bringing  into 
port  the  priaooen^  in  order  to  exchange  against 
our  unfortpiute  eountrymea  who  may  fall  into  his 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
Maeter  Commandant  Lewie  Wamngton,  commoner 
ing  the  United  Statu'  ehoj^f-war  Peacock,  dated 

FXBBUABT  26, 1814. 

You  will  therefore,  sir.  unless  in  some  extraor* 
dinary  cases  that  shall  clearly  warrant  an  excep- 
tion, destroy  all  you  capture;  and  by  thus  retain- 
ing your  crew,  and  continuing  your  cruise,  your 
services  may  be  enhanced  tenfold.  The  serrice 
you  may  render  your  country  will  be  estimated 
by  the  extent  of  the  injury  you  may  inflict  upon 
its  implacable  enemy;  8nd  this  will  be  best  aeeom- 
plishcwl  in  the  annoyance  and  destruction  of  its 
commerce,  from  which  no  other  object  ahou Id  be 
suffered  to  divert  your  attention  for  a  moment* 
With  this  view,  as  well  as  from  the  rational  and 
obvious  poliey  opposed  to  this  practice,  1  have  it 
in  command  from  the  President,  strictly  to  pro* 
hibit  the  giving  or  accepting,  diroctiy  or  indirect- 
ly, a  challenge  to  combat  ship  to  ship. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Naiy  to 
Master  Commandant  Johnson  Btakely,  command' 
ing  the  United  Stated  sloop'ofufar  Wasp,  dated 

March  3, 18U, 
If  the  qualities  of  the  Wasp  are  such  as  I  feel 
confident  they  will  prove  to  be,  yon  cannot  fail 
to  make  a  brilliant  and  productive  cruise.  Your 
own  sound  judgment  and  observation  will  suffi* 
ciently  demonstrate  to  you,  how  extremely  pre- 
carious and  injurious  is  the  attempt  to  send  in  a 
prize,  unless  taken  very  near  a  friendly  port,  and 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances.  A  fail- 
ure of  success  places  our  unfortunate  seamen  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  diminishes  your  means 
of  achieving  honor  to  yourself  and  fflory  to  your 
country,  curtails  your  cruise,  and  subjects  you  to 
the  unequal  attack  of  a  foe,  nominally  your 
equal,  but  fully  manned.  Hence,  it  is  evident, 
that  policy,  interest,  and  duty,  combine  to  dictate 
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the  dettnustioa  of  all  captaro,  with  theabova  ax* 
eeplioDs.  It  is  a  yreat  objact  with  tha  enamf  to 
cMtora  and  detain  in  prisoo,  oar  aeaineB ;  and 
this  eaa  only  be  coanteraeted  b]r  eaptaring  and 
bringing  into  porr  an  eqaai  number ;  thia  is  an 
ol^ectofgreat  national  importance;  thereleaaintf 
at  sea  on  parole,  tbotfgb  practised  by  all  cirilisea 
nationS)  is  utterly  disregarded  by  our  enemy. 

[Instructions  relatbe  to  the  diiposltlon  of  captures, 
the  same  as  the  preocding,  were  giTcn,  Marai  16, 
1814)  to  Master  Gomnandant  Charles  D.  Ridgely, 
commanding  the  United  States'  sloop  of  war  Erie.] 


Exiraet  of  a  klterfivm  the  Secretary  of  the  Nmy  to 
Captain  Charka  Stewart,  eommandmg  the  Vmted 
Statee' Jrigate  Comtituiion,  dated 

N0¥fiMBBB  29, 1814. 

Having,  on  former  occasions,  uiyed  the  superior 
policy  and  advantage  of  desuoyiag  the  captuies 
you  may  mah^  in  preference  to  theMzardoaaa^ 
teaapt  ta  send  them  in,  aoleas  in  the  vieiaitv  of  a 
friendly  port,  and  in  theoaaaof  very  valuahleaad 
fleet  sailing  prizes,  I  need  not  now  dwell  upon  that 
subject. 

Daily  experience^  and  the  ^ievous  cnmplaianr 
of  the  merchants  or  Qreat  Britain,  sufficiently  at- 
test the  efficacy  of  the  system,  Should  you  touch 
at  aay  friendly  port  for  succors,  you  will  observe 
the  atrietcai  economy,  and  piu  to  sea  asain  with 
the  least  possible  delay.  The  genenJ  iaatrue- 
tioos  you  have  from  time  to  time,  received  from 
this  Department,  and  your  own  experience^  will 
supersede  the  necessity  of  further  details,  and,  in 
the  event  of  any  casualty,  or  occnirenee^  which, 
in  your  judgment,  may  render  a  deviation  from 
tbM  inatructions  indispensable  to  the  publie  inr 
terest,  you  will  act  aeoordiagly,  still  adnering^as 
near  as  may  be,  to  their  general  spirit  and  inten- 
tion. 

[Isshmitisns,  similar  to  die  preeading,  wsie  giaen, 
aOlb  Novomhar,  1814,  to  Captein  Chailea  Monii, 
coniMaading  the  United  States'  frigate  Coagvess.] 


Extract  of  a  Idierfirom  the  SeartkBry  of  the  Masy  ta 
Captaxn  Damd  Portetf  commanding  a  equadron  of 
cmalt  veeeek  at  Neio  York^  dated 

NovfiiBsa  30, 1814b 
Having  already  given  to  you  the  neeassary 
instructions  for  procuring,  armin^^,  equipping, 
and  maaniDg,  the  five  vesseb  destined  for  your 
command,  vott  will,  as  soon  as  the  squadron  shall 
be  ready  for  sea,  proceed  upon  a  cruise  in  the 
West  Indies^  where  you  will  employ  your  force, 
either  collectively  or  separately,  in  annoying  and 
destroying  the  commerce  of  the  enemy,  which 
the  nature  of  your  force,  seconded  by  your  judg* 
ment  and  enteq^ise^  will,  I  trust,  enable  you  to 
execute,  as  well  in  his  harbors  as  at  sea,  and  upon 
a  scale  so  extensive  as  to  make  him  participate 
deeply  in  the  evils  which  he  has  inflicted  upon 
our  prosperity. 

(Instructions  similar  to  the  preceding  to  Gsptaln 
Porter,  were  given  the  same  day,  November  M,  1814, 
to  Capteiii  OUver  H«  Peny,  coaunaading  anoiUse 
sqoadioa  of  saafl  vsaieis.] 


CAPreBE  OF  TH£  PElWinN. 


[Communicated  to  the  House,  Deeanbsr  21,  1815.] 

Navt  DgPAKTMBWT,  Ikc  21^  1B15. 

Sia:  In  compliance  with  yoor  reqaeat,  in  be- 
half of  the  honorable  Committee  aponKavai  Af- 
fairs, I  have  the  honor  to  transoiit  co  yon,  here- 
with, copies  of  letters  from  Captain  James  Biidie, 
of  the  United  States  ship  Hornet,  dated  March 
25th,  and  April  8th,  1815,  addressed  to  Commo- 
dore Stephen  Decatur,  as  coomiaiHier  of  the 
squadron  destined  to  cruise  in  tbe  Indian  seu; 
which  contain  all  the  information  in  the  posses- 
sion of  tfiis  Department  relative  to  the  capture  of 
the  British  sloop  of  war  Penguin. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect^ 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  W.  CROWNnf SHISLD. 

Hon.  Jambs  Plbasahts,  Jitn., 

C%<nrman  Naval  Qmimitiee, 


Unitbd  Statsb'  Sloof  Hoavar, 
OffTriMtan  lyAamha,  Marck  25, 1815. 
Sir  :  T  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  thju,  on 
the  morning  of  the  23d  instant,  at  half  past  ten, 
when  about  to  anchor  off  the  north  end  of  the 
island  of  Tristan  d'Acnnha,  a  sailwaa  seen  to 
the  southward  and  eastward,  steering  to  the  west* 
ard,  the  wind  fresh  from  S.  S.  W.  In  a  feie 
minutes,  she  passed  on  to  the  westward,  an  iknt 
we  could  not  see  her  for  the  land.  I  immediately 
made  sail  to  the  eastward,  and  shortly  after,  get- 
ting sight  again,  perceived  her  to  be  up  before  tke 
wind ;  I  hove  to  for  her  to  come  down  to  as. 
When  she  had  approached  near.  I  filled  the  main- 
topsail,  and  continued  to  yaw  tne  ship,  while  sfte 
continued  to  come  down,  veering,  occaaioaailyi 
to  prevent  her  passing  under  our  stern.    At  forty 


minutes  past  one,  r.  M.,  being  nearly  within 
musket  shot  distance,  she  hauled  her  -wind  on  the 
starboard  tack^  hoisted  English  colors,  aad  fired 
a  gun.  We  immediately  luffed  to,  hotned  owr 
ensign,  and  gave  the  enemy  a  broadside.  The 
action  being  thus  commenced,  a  quick  and  well 
directed  fire  was  kept  up  from  this  ship,  the 
enemjr  gradually  driKiag  nearer  to  ns^  when,  nt 
fifty-nine  minutea  past  one,  he  boreup,ap|Nuently 
to  run  us  on  board.  As  soon  as  1  perceived  he 
would  certainly  fall  on  board,  I  called  tha  board- 
ers, so  as  to  be  ready  to  repel  any  attempt  to 
board  us.  At  the  instant,  everv  omoer  aad  maa 
repaired  to  the  quarter  deck,  where  the  two  re»- 
sefs  were  coming  in  contact,  and  eagedy  pressed 
me  to  permit  them  to  board  the  eaemy;  but  this 
I  would  not  permit,  as  it  was  evident,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  that  our  fire  wms 
greatly  superior  bech  in  qaiekiMM  and.  in  efleet. 
The  eaemy'^  bowsprit  came  in  between  our  mahi 
and  miizen  rigging,  on  our  starboard  side,  allbid- 
ing  him  an  opportunity  to  board  us,  if  such  was 
his  design ;  but  no  attempt  was  made.  There 
was  a  coBsiderable  swell  on,  and  as  the  aea  lified 
ua  ahead,  the  enemy's  bowsprit  carried  away  oar 
miszaa  shronds,  stem  davits,  aad  spanker  boem, 
and  he  hung  upon  our  larboaid  qnartar.    At  thia 
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moment,  an  officer,  who  wms  afterwards  recog- 
nised to  be  Mr.  McDonald,  the  first  Iteatenaot, 
and  the  then  coniraaDdiDe  officer,  called  oat  that 
they  had  surrendered.    I  directed  the  roarines 
and  musketry  men  to  ceaee  firin^f,  and,  while  on 
the  taffrail,  asking  if  they  had  surrendered,  I  re- 
ceived a  wound  in  the  neck     The  enemy  just 
thea  got  clear  of  0S|  and  his  foremast  and  bow- 
sprit being  both  gone,  and  perceiving  us  veering 
to  give  bim  a  fresh  broadside,  he  again  called  out 
that  he  had  surrendered.    It  was  with  difficulty 
I  could  restrain  my  erew  from  firing  into  him 
again,  as  he  had  certainly  fired  into  us  after  he 
had  surrendered.    Prom  the  firing  of  the  first 
gun'to  the  laattlme  the  enemy  cried  out  he  had  sur* 
rendered,  was  exactly  twenty-two  minutes  by  the 
watch.    Bhe  proved  to  be  His  Britaonie  lAajesty's 
brig  Penguin,  mounting  sixteen  thirty-two  pound 
carronades,  two  long  twelves,  a  twelve  pound  car- 
ronade  on  the  topgallant  forecastle,  with  swivels 
OB  the  capstem,  and  in  the  tops.    She  had  a  spare 
port  forward,  so  as  to  fight  both  her  long  guns  of 
a  side.    She  sailed  from  Bogland  in  September 
last.    She  was  shorter  upon  deck  than  this  ship 
by  two  feet,  but  she  had  a  greater  length  of  htti, 
greater  breadth  of  beam,  thicker  sides,  and  higher 
bulwarks,  than  this  ship,  and  was,  in  all  respects, 
a  remarkably  fine  vessel  of  her  class.    The  enemy 
acknowledge  a  complement  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-two,'  twelve  of  them  supernumerary  ma- 
rines from  the  Medway  seventy-four,  received  on 
board  in  consequence  of  their  being  ordered  to 
eruise  for  the  American  privateer  Young  Wasp. 
They  acknowledge,  also,  a  loss  of  fourteen  killed, 
and  twenty-eight  wounded ;  but  Mr.  Mayo,  who 
wms  in  charse  of'  the  prize,  assures  me  that  the 
Bumber  of  killed  was  certainly  greater.    Among 
the  killed  are  Captain  Dickinson,  who  fell  at  the 
close  of  the  action,  and  the  boatswain  3  among 
the  wounded  are  the  second  lieutenant,  purser, 
and  two  midshipmen.    Blach  of  the  midshfpmen 
lost  a  leg.    We  received  oa  board,  in  all,  one  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  prisoners,  four  of  whom  have 
since  died  of  their  wounds.    Having  removed 
the  prisoners,  and  taken  on  board  siteh  provisions 
•nd  stores  as  would  be  useAil  to  us.  I  scuttled  the 
Penguin  this  morning  before  daylight,  and  she 
went  down.    As  she  was  completely  riddled  by 
our  shot,  her  •foremast  and  bowsprit  both  gone, 
and  her  mainmast  so  crippled  as  to  be  incapable 
of  being  secured,  it  seemed  unadvtsable,  at  this 
distance  from  home,  to  attempt  sending  her  to 
the  United  States. 

This  ship  did  not  receive  a  sinffte  round  shot 
in  her  hull,  nor  any  material  wound  in  her  spars ; 
the  rigging  and  sails  were  very  much  cut ;  but, 
having  bent  a  new  suit  of  sails,  and  knotted  and 
secured  our  rigging,  we  are  now  completely  ready, 
in  all  respects,'  for  any  service.  We  were  eight 
men  short  of  complement,  and  had  nine  upon  the 
sick  list  the  morning  of  the  action. 

Bndosed  is  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  i 
lament  to  state  that  Lieutenant  Conner  is  wounded 
dangerously;  I  feel  ^eat  solicitude  on  his  ac- 
count, as  he  is  an  officer  of  much  promise,  and 
his  loss  would  be  a  serious  loss  to  the  service. 
14tU  Con.  1st  Ssas.— 56 


It  is  a  most  pleasing  part  of  my  duty  to  ae- 
quaint  you  that  the  conouct  of  Lieutenants  Con- 
ner and  Newton,  Mr.  Mayo,  acting  lieutenant. 
Lieutenant  Brownlow,  of  the  marines,  Sailing- 
master  Romnev,  and  the  other  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines,  I  nave  the  honor  to  command,  was, 
in  the  highest  degree,  creditable  to  them,  and 
calls  for  my  warmest  recommendation.  I  can*' 
not,  indeed,  do  justice  to  their  merits.  The  satis- 
faction which  was  diffused  throughout  the  ship^ 
when  it  was  ascertained  that  the  stranger  was  aa 
enemy's  6loop-of«war,and  the  alacrity  with  which 
every  one  repaired  to  quarters,  fully  assured  me 
that  their  conduct  in  action  would  be  marked 
with  coolness  and  intrepidity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BIDDLB. 

Commodore  Dccatub. 


NAVAL  OPERATIONS  AGAINST  THE  BAR. 
BART  POWERS  IN  1816. 

[Comniunicatad  to  the  Senate,  Jannaiy  ll,  1816.] 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, communicated  the  following  docnmevts, 
relative  to  the  operation  of  the  squadron  under 
the  command  of  Commodore  Deeatur  against  the 
B^bary  Powers: 

U.  S.  Ship  GKibbbibbb, 
Cff  Oaihagtna,  Junt  19, 1815. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  vou  thatou 
the  17th  instant,  off  Cape  de  Gat,  the  squadron 
fell  in  with  and  captured  an  Algerine  frigate  of 
fortv*siz  guns,  and  between  four  and  five  hun- 
dred men,  commanded  by  Rais  Hammida,  who 
bore  the  title  of-  Admiral.  She  struck  her  flag 
after  a  runniaff  ficht  of  twenty-five  minutes.  The 
Admiral  was  killed  at  the  commencement  of  the 
action.  After  the  Querriere  (  who  from  her  favor- 
able position  was  enabled  to  brin^^  the  enemy  to 
close  action)  had  fired  two  broadsides,  they,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  musketeers,  ran  below. 
The  Querriere  had  four  men  wounded  by  musket 
shot,  which  is  the  only  injury  done  by  the  enemy 
in  tnis  aiiair.  It  is  with  pain  I  have  to  commu- 
nicate to  you  that  one  of  our  main  deck  ffita 
burst  in  the  first  discharge,  by  which  acetdent 
five  men  were  killed  and  tnirty  badlv  wounds 
and  burnt.  This  gun  was  only  doubly  shotted; 
and  permit  me  to  state,  that,  unless  some  more 
efi^tual  mode  is  adopted  in  proving  our  guns,  I 
fear  the  frequenejr  or  such  accidents  will  be  in- 
jurious to  the  service,  beyond  the  loss  of  men  oc* 
casloned  thereby.  The  steadiness  of  our  men 
adjoining  the  bursting  gun  was  worthy  of  admi* 
ration.  Although  many  of  them  were  much  burnt 
and  wounded,  it  did  not  occasion  a  pause  in  their 
fire.  We  have  four  hundred  and  six  prisoners, 
including  the  wounded.  The  prisoners  state  about 
thirty  were  killed  and  thrown  overboard. 

Their  squadron  is  said  to  be  cruising  in  our 
vicinity ;  five  days  ago  they  were  off  this  place. 

(Unless  I  obtain  some  further  iateUigenee  of  them 
by  to-morrow,  I  shall  proceed  to  the  port  of  Al- 
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fi«f8  in  the  hope  of  ioiercepdBg  their  reiucn. 
'or  the  present  I  have  determiDed  to  send  the 
prize  into  Cartbaf  ena. 

The  enelooed  is  a  return  of  the  wounded  bjr 
the  enemv,  as  also  those  who  were  k&led  and 
wmmded  by  the  barstinff  of  the  gan. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  very  tespeetfally,  sir, 
yonc  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 
Hon*  B.  W.  CRowmMBBniLD, 

Seeretar^  if  ike  Afovy. 


U.  B.  Ship  GoEBBiBan, 
Of  Cape  Pah9t  June  20, 1815. 

Bin :  I  hare  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  on 
the  19th  inaunt,  off  Cape  Palos.  the  squadron 
under  my  command  captnred  an  Ajcerinebrigof 
twenty-two  guns  and  one  hundred  and  eighty 
men*  After  a  chase  of  three  boors,  she  run  into 
shcsil  water,  where  I  did  not  think  it  advisable  to 
foliowwith  our  large  ships,  but  despatched  the 
Epervier,  Spark,  Torch,  and  Spitfire,  to  whom 
she  surrendered  after  a  short  jesistance.  Twenty- 
three  men  were  fomid  dead  on  board.  We  re- 
oeiY^  fr^m  her  eiffhty  prisoners,  the  reatdne  of 
bar  crew  having  left  her  in  boats ;  aiaay  of  them 
mtat  have  been  killed  by  the  fire  of  our  vesaels, 
and  one  of  the  boats  was  soak.  None  of  ear  ves* 
aels  sustained  any  damaj^e,  nor  was  there  a  man 
killed  or  wouaded*  This  brig  is  larger  than  the 
Epervier,  was  built  in  Algiers  five  vears  ago  by 
a  Spanish  coostructer,  the  same  who  built  the 
frigate  captured  on  the  17th  instant,  and  is  per- 
fectly soand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  si^, 
your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

Bon*  B.  W.  CaowNiifaaiBLO, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy. 


U.  S.  Ship  QtJCBBiBRB, 
Bay  of  Algiere,  Jidy  5, 1815. 

Sia:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the 

Soeeedings  of  this  squadron  subsequent  to  the 
;te.of  my  letter  ef  the  20th  ultimo.  Having  put 
the  greater  part  of  our  prisoners  oa  board  the 
eapcorad  brig,  I  sent  her  into  Carthagena,  and 
made  sail  for  Algiers,  where  we  arrived  on  the 
28th.  Finding  the  Algerine  squadron  to  be  still 
out,  and  knowing  that  they  had  been  at  sea  a 
longer  period  than  ntual,  and  that  a  despatch 
boat  had  been  lent  to  Algiers  to  inform  them  of  our 
arrival  in  the  Mediterranean.  I  thought  it  prob- 
able that  they  would  seek  shelter  in  some  neutral 
Sort.  It  seemed,  therefore,  a  favorable  moment  to 
eliver  a  letter  from  the  President  to  the  Dey, 
Sirsoant  to  instructions  from  the  Department  of 
tate,  which  would  afford  them  an  opportunity 
to  open  a  negotiation,  if  they  thought  fit.  A  ne- 
gotiation was  accordingly  opened,  and  a  Treaty 
of  Peace  was  dictated  by  us,  and  finally  con- 
cluded in  twenty-four  hours,  ia  the  manner  re- 
lated in  the  despatch  of  Mr.  Shaler  and  myself 
to  the  Secretary  of  State. 


This  treaty,  posseiaing  all  the  favorab4e  fea- 
tures 4>f  those  which  have  been  eondoded  wtik 
the  most  favored  natioos,  a»d  other  aifraofages 
coBC«ied  10  us  only,  I  flatter  myaelf  will  be  eoa- 
sidered  boaomble  lo  the  United  Stales,  partieu* 
lariy  when  we  compare  the  snmll  force  em- 
ployed on  this  oceaMon  with  the  fotaaidable 
ezpeditioas  whieb  bave  eftea,  and  witbotti  aae- 
oeat,  been  sent  agaiaat  Algieia.  It  has  been  die* 
tated  at  the  mootb  of  the  cannon,  baa  bec&eaa- 
<iededu>>tbe  losaea  which  Alters  baa  aoacaiacd, 
aod  to  the  dread  of  a&'ligreatereviJaappeeiieaded; 
and  I  bsig  leave  to  eapreas  to  yoo  my  opiaiwa, 
that  the  presence  of  a  respecetable  aaval  loeee  in 
this  sea  wiJl  be  the  only  eertaia  gimraatett  for  its 
obaervaaoe. 

Haviag  -oeatladed  Ibe  teeaty,  I  faav€»  iaeao- 
Ibrmity  with  :yoar  tastrodieBs  to  dispose  of  sack 
vessels  we  migbt  eaptore  as  woaM  be  aaMife  to 
send  home  in  aBeb  aaaaner  as  woold  eeam  to  aw 
most  expedient,  restored  ibeas,  ia  their  preseat 
sutcb  to  the  Oey  of  Algiers.    This  waa  earaeatly 
leqaested  by  the  Dey,  as  it  wonld  oiiis;^  kim 
people  with  the  conditions  of  tbe  peace;  and  it 
waadetermiaed  by  Mr.  Sbaler  and  mfeelf,  cbac^ 
considering  tbe  state  of  tfaoae  vesult,  the  peat 
expense  which  would  be  incorred  by  fitting  Uiena 
for  a  voyage  to  the  United  States,  and  ibe  brttle 
probability  of  selling  them  ia  that  pan  of  the 
world,  it  would  be  expedient  togfaBttherei|aeat. 

I  have  appointed  Capuin  Dowaes|0f  ibe  &fc!c- 
vier,  to  the  Gnerriere,  and  Lieuteoaat  Sbabnck, 
first  of  the  Qoerriere,  to  tbe  Epervier,  wbicb  brig 
I  have  determined  to. send  home  witb  tbe  de- 
spatches. These  arraagemeats,  I  trost.  will  meet 
the  approbation  of  the  Gk>vernmeat.'  Tbe  tea 
Americsn  prisoners wbo  were  ooofined  in  Algicn 
bave  been  delivered  up.  asd  I  bave  given  them  a 
passage  in  the  despat^  vessel, 

1  sballnow  proceed  witb  the  aqoadroo  to  Tnaia, 
and  thence  to  Tripoli.  At  tbe  latter  place,  1  un- 
derstand, there  exists  somedifficnlty  between  oar 
Consul  and  tbe  Rq^ency ;  af  wbat  sataie  I  bib 
not  pariicolarly  inlormad. 

I  nave  charged  Captain  Lewis  witb  ibc  4e- 
liverv  of  the  despatches  to  the  Governoient,  aad 
the  flags  taken  from  tbe  Algerine  Adminl  mad 
brig.  .  He  is  an  oflieer  of  great  merit,  aad  wboea 
I  b^  leave  strongly  to  recommend  ip  tbe  aottce 
of  Uovemmeot. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  tespeetfaUy,  yoar 
most  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  DEOATUa. 

Hon.  B»  W.  CaowBiBaaiRui, 

Secretary  qfihe  Navy, 


UmITBD  StATBB'  SbIP  GOBBBIBBB, 

Bay  of  TVmtr,  My  31, 1815. 

Sib  :  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  apoa  ray 
arrival  at  this  anchorage,  1  was  made  acquainted 
with  tbe  following  transactions,  which  bud  taken 
place  here  during  our  late  arar  wiib  Great  Brit- 
ain :  Two  prizes,  which  had  been  takea  by  tie 
Abellino  privateer,  and  sent  into  this  port,  were 
taken  possession  of  by  a  British  veasel  of  war 
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while  lyiog  within  the  protection  of  the  Bey  of 
Tunis. 

The  Consul  having  eommnnictted  to  me  the 
information  of  this  violation  of  our  Treaty  with 
TaDi9,  I  demanded  satisfaction  from  thfe  Bey. 
After  some  hesitation,  and  proposing  a  delay  of 
payment  for  one  year,  my  aemand  was  acceded 
Co,  and  the  money,  amounting  to  forty-six  thou- 
sand dollars,  was  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  con- 
aul,  Mr.  Noah,  agent  for  the  prirateer. 

Of  the  papers  I  hare  the  honor  to  transmit 
herewith,  No.  1  is  a  copj  of  the  CoqsuPs  letter  to 
me,  No.  2  is  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Prime 
Minister  of  the  Bev,  and  No.  3  is  a  copy  of  the 
Consul's  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  the 
monev. 

I  shall  proceed  immediateljr  for  Tripoli,  and 
will  give  you  early  information  of  the  further 
proceedings  of  this  squadron.  The  Bey  of  Tunis 
has  now  Ijing  in  this  harbor,  nearly  ready  for 
aea,  three  frigates  and  sererarsmallerressels  of 
war. 

I  hare  the  honor  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

Hon.  B.  W.  Crowninsbield, 

Secrettury  of  the  Navy, 

No.l. 

U.  8.  ConsiTLATB,  Tunis, 

July  25, 1815. 

Sir  :  On  or  about  the  21sl  of  Februarjr,  two 
American  prizes,  while  at  anchor,  and  within  the 
jaimediate  protection  of  His  SiteeUeney  the  Bey 
of  Tunis,  were  forcibly  seized  And  taken  possea- 
aion  of  by  the  boats  of  His  Britannic  Msjesty's 
briff  Lyra,  Dowell  O'Reily,  Esq.,  commander, 
and  sent  to  Malta.  In  order  to  alford  the  just 
and  necessary  protection  to  American  property, 
to  cause  our  rights  and  the  existing  Treaty  to  be 
respected,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  claim 
4)f  the  Bey  of  Tunis  the  value  of  said  prizes. 

His  fizeelleney,  though  sensible  of  the  viola- 
tion of  the  seutrality  of  his  port,  and  the  loss 
sustained  in  the  illegal  capture  of  the  American 
property  when  within  his  waters,  still  waives  the 
aettlement  of  this  claim,  and  is  desirous  to  pro- 
crastinate the  arrangement  to  a  length  of  time 
which  will  deprive  the  owners  of  the  benefit  of 
their  labor  and  danger.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  do  mjraelf  the  honor  to  solicit  from  you 
such  co-operation,  in  enforcing  the  respect  due 
to  our  rights  and  treaties,  as  you  may  deem  pro- 
pec  to  afford.    With  great  respect,  tt'C 

M.M.NdAH. 

Com.  S.  DfiOATUR,  Cbnunancier,  ^. 

P.  8.  Ia  the  disposal  of  the  cargo  of  one  of  the 
English  prizes,  an  intrigue  was  set  on  foot  and 
prosecuted  by  a  company  of  merchants,  under  the 
sanction  and  protection  of  the  Prince  Sidi  Mus- 
tapba,  by  which  the  owners  have  been  d^rauded 
of  a  considerable  sum  of  money.  For  the  satis- 
factory adjustment  of  this  claim,  some  interfer- 
ence appears  equally  necessary. 

M.M.NOAH. 


No.  2. 

U.  B.  SbIP  GUERRIBRB, 

Bay  of  TwdB,  July  26, 1816. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Ex- 
cellency a  despatch  from  theDepartmeot  of  State 
of  the  united  States,  by  which  you  will  perceive 
the  friendly  disposition  of  my  Government  to- 
wards the  Bey  and  Regency  of  Tunis.  When 
that  despatch  was  written,  it  was  believed  that 
an  equally  friendly  disposition  existed  on  the  part 
of  Tunis.  With  surprise  I  understood,  on  my 
arrival  in  the  Mtditerranean,  that  the  treatjr  exist- 
ing between  the  two  countries  had  been  violated 
on  the  part  of  Tunis;  first,  by. permitting  two 
vessels,  which  had  been  captured  by  an  Ameri- 
tcan  vessel^  to  be  uken  out  of  the  port  of  Tunis 
by  a  Brttiah  eraiser ;  and  seooiidiy,  by  sanetioa- 
ing  a  company  o(  Jew  merchants,  subjects  of 
Tjinis,  in  taking  die  property  of  an  American 
citizen  at  their  own  price,  and  mnoh  below  its 
real  value. 

In  ooMeqoeaee  of  this  information,  as  soon  as 
we  had  obtained  justice  from  Algiers  for  the|r 
aggressions,  I  hasUBfd  to  this  port,  with  the  power 
and  disposition  to  exact  from  this  Regency  an 
observance  of  our  treaty.  I  now  require  immie- 
diate  restitution  of  the  property  or  of  its  value. 
Your  Excellency  will  perceive  the  necessity  of 
the  earliest  attention  to  this  communication,  and 
of  making  known  to  me  the  decision  of  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Bey  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  considera- 
tion, your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  DECATUR, 
CommandeTf  ife. 

To  the  Prime  Muiister 
of  Hit  Excellency  the  Bey  of  7\«ftu. 

No.  3. 

CoHaULATB  OF  THB  UmTiSO  StATM 

OF  Amsrica,  at  Toms. 

Th  aU^ohom  it  wiay  concern: 

Whereas,  on  the  17ih  and  21st  days  of  February, 
1315,  the  English  sebooaer  Danster  Castle,  and 
the  English  brig  Charlotte^  the  formisr  laden  with 
oil  and  fish,  the  latter  with  currants  and  fustic, 
were  sent  into  the  harbor  of  Tunis,  having  beca 
captured  ^the  American  private  armed  brig 
Abellino,  William  F.  Wyer,  coaMnander;  the 
said  prizes,  when  within  the  waters  and  under 
the  immediate  protectiou  ef  His  Exoellenev  the 
Bey  of  Tunis,  were  taken  possession  of  and  seat 
to  Malta,  by  His  Briunnic  Maiesty's  brig  Lyra, 
Dowell  O'Reily.  Esq.  commander,  then  at  anchor 
in  the  said  harbor  of  Tunis.  That  appUcatioo 
was  made  to  His  Excellency  the  Bey  of  Tunis 
for  payment  for  said  vessels,  amounting  to  fortjr- 
siz  thousand  Spanish  dollars,  according  to  their 
just  and  regular  valuation.  His  Excellency  the 
Bey  of  Tunis  having  ascertained  fully  and  satis- 
factorily, that  the  beforemeniioned  vessels^  being 
> American  property,  were  within  his  waters  ille- 

SiUy  and  forcibly  carried  away,  and  being  sensi- 
e  of  the  neeessity  of  causing  Lis  righu  to  be  re- 
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raectcd,  did  order  that  payment  shoald  be  made 
for  said  vessels  aecording  to  their  Talaation. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  the  undersigned,  Coosnl  of 
the  United  Stales  of  America  Tor  (he  eity  and 
Kingdom  of  Tunis,  and  a^rent  for  the  eoncerned, 
do  hereby  make  known  and  certify,  that  the  pay- 
ment of  said  vessels  according  to  their  vaiaation, 
say  forty-six  tbour^and  Spanish  dollars,  has  been 
received  from  His  Excellency  the  Bey  of  Tunis ; 
who,  by  these  presents,  is  acquitted  from  all  claim 
against  him  on  account  of  said  prizes. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at 
Tunis,  this  30(h  day  of  July,  4815,  and 
[y  8.J     in  the  fortieth  year  of  the  American  in- 
dependence. M.  M.  NOAH. 

I  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  sum  of  forty-aix 
tJMWsaDd  Spaoiah  dollars  has  been  paid  for  the 
two  prises  as  above  stated,  to  the  American  Con- 
bqI}  and  that  the  United  States  has  no  further 
claiM  on  Hia  Exeeileocy  the  Bey  of  Tonta  for 
these  vessels.  S.  DicCATUR, 


U.  8.  BofP  QUBRRIEBB, 

Afecftfio,  AugUMi  31, 1815. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  imme- 
diately after  the  date  of  my  last  communication, 
I  proceeded  to  Tripoli.  Upon  my  arrival  off  that 
place.  I  received  from  our  Consul  a  letter,  a  copy 
of  which  (No.  1,)  is  herewith  transmitted.  In 
consequence  of  the  information  contained  in  this 
letter,  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  demand  justice 
from  the  Bashaw.  The  enclosure  (No.  2)  is  a 
copy  of  my  note  to  the  Prime  Minister  of  Tripoli. 
On  the  next  day  the  Governor  of  the  city  of  Tripoli 
came  on  board  the  Querriere  to  treat  in  behalf  of 
the  Bashaw.  He  objected  to  the  amount  claimed 
by  us,  but  finalljr  agreed  to  our  demands.  The 
money,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars,  has  been  paid  into  the  hands  of 
the  Consul,  who  is  agent  for  the  privateer.  The 
Bashaw  also  delivered  up  to  me  ten  captives,  two 
of  them  Danes,  and  the  others  Neapolitaas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  letter  of  the 
Consul,  informing  me  of  the  coaelusion  of  this 
affair.  During  the  progress  of  our  negotiations 
with  the  States  of  Barbery,  now  brouj^ht  to  a 
aoaclosion.  there  has  appeared  a  disposition,  oo 
Che  part  or  each  of  them,  to  grant  as  iar  we  were 
disposed  to  demand.  Anjr  attempt  to  conciliate 
them,  except  through  the  influence  of  their  fears, 
I  ahould  expect  to  be  vain.    It  is  only  by  the  dia- 

ey  of  naval  power  thai  their  depredations  can 
restrained.  I  trust  the  successful  result  of  uur 
small  expedition,  so  honorable  to  our  country, 
will  induce  other  nations  to  follow  the  example ; 
in  which  ease,  the  Barbary  States  will  be  com- 
pelled to  abandon  their  piratical  system.  I  shall 
BOW  proceed  with  the  squadron  to  Carthagena, 
at  which  place  I  hope  to  find  the  relief  squadron 
from  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  great  respect,  sir, 
yours,  dkc,  STEPHEN  DECATUR.  . 

Hon.  B.  W.  Crowninshirld, 

Seariar^qftkeNaw^, 


No.  1. 

U.  S.  Coii8ni.ATB  AT  Tripoli, 

Augtue  6, 1815. 

StR  :  I  have  the  pleasure  of  now  laying  before 
you  all  the  documents  relative  to  the  nalawfoi/y 
seizing,  in  the  port  of  Tripoli,  and  under  the  guns 
of  the  forts,  two  American  prizes,  captnicd  by 
the  Abellioo,  and  taken  out  by  the  Boglish  \inc 
Paulina.  I  have  fully  addressed  the  United  Sta\^ 
Government  on  this  aflair,  and  hope  you  have 
come  fully  prepared  to  demand  and  obtain  ample 
satisfaction.  ' 

It  is  a  case  attended  with  aocb  a  flagrant  viola- 
tion of  the  United  States'  Treaty  with  this  Re- 
gency, and  our  neutral  ri^hu,  that  it  calls  for  tht 
moat  prompt  and  energetic  coadoct  on  the  pact 
of  the  United  States,  which  will  not  only  cot- 
vince  this  Power,  but  all  others,  that  our  rigbti 
and  privileges  cannot  be  invaded  ivith  impuoitf. 
If,  however,  the  Bashaw,  con trarf  to  my  opinios. 
should  refuse  us  that  satisfaction  wre  are  ja^j 
entitled  to,  it  is  my  determination  to  leave  de 
Regencv  by  this  occasion. 

I  shall  have  the,pleasure  of  seeing  yoa,  and  r2 
detail  more  fully  the  events  as  they  hare  tabs 
place.    In  the  interim,  I  have  the  honor,  dx^ 

RICHARD  B.  JONE& 

Com.  STBPBBit  Dbcatub, 

On  board  the  U.  8.  frigaie  CSuerriert. 

No.  2. 

U.  S.  Ship  Guebbierb, 

Off  Tripoli,  Auguel  6, 1815. 

Sib:  I  have  been  officially  informed  tbattk 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli  has  permitted  a  British  sloop-of- 
war,  pending  hostilities  between  that  natiov  astf 
the  United  States,  to  take  from  oat  of  hit  Aaitor, 
and  from  under  the  guns  of  his  castje,  raro  Ameri- 
can prizes,  and  refused  protection  to  an  Amencaa 
cruiser  lying  within  his  waters,  in  direct  vioktioa 
of  the  treaty  which  existed  between  oor  two  a«- 
tions.  As  soon  as  I  had  tattled  with  Alters  for 
her  aggressions,  and  with  Tunis  for  a  similar  oai- 
ra|^  to  the  one  now  complained  of,  I  hastened  to 
this  place  with  a  part  of  the  squadron  under  ay 
command. 

With  ample  power  to  take  satisfaction  for  the 
violation  of  our  treaty  above  stated,  I  only  follow 
the  invariable  rule  of  my  Qovemment,  in  fim 
making  a  demand  of  justice.  I  have,  therefore, 
to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  reqaire  tUt 
immediate  restitution  be  made  of  the  ralae  of  die' 
vessels  taken  from  the  harbor  of  Tripoli  as  befwai 
stated,  and  also  compensation  for  the  loas  occa-' 
sioned  b|r  the  detention  of  the  American  cruiseii, 
in  violation  of  the  treatv.  Yonr  ExccUeacy  wit 
perceive  the  necessity  or  making  known  to  me  Um 
determination  of  His  Bxceilency  the  Bashaw,  M 
relation  to  the  above  demands,  with  the  lea4 
possible  delay.  i 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideratioai 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant.  | 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

His  Exc'y  the  Pbimb  MiMiarBB  I 

EoB^  the  BoMham  ofDripoU. 
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Tbipoli,  iltigiMf  9, 1815. 

Sib:  Permit  me  to  congratulate  yoa  on  the 
honorable  adjostment  of  atl  differences  which 
have  existed  between  the  United  States  and  this 
Regency.  This  arrangement  maj  not  onljr  be 
considered  as  just  and  honorable  ror  the  United 
States,  but  also  as  highly  advaotaffeous  to  the  in- 
terest of  our  citizens,  1  have  no  doubt  this  lesson 
will  long  serve  to  keep  in  the  remembrance  of 
the  Bashaw  the  power,  justice,  and  humanity 
of  the  United  States.  To  your  di^nified^  firm, 
and  manly  conduct  throughout  this  afiair,  the 
United  States  are  indebted  for  the  standing  W9 
BOW  have  $  and,  as  the  representatire  of  our  coun^ 
try  here,  permit  me  to  oner  the  sincere  homage 
of  respect,  esteem,  and  regard,  with  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

RICHARD  B.  JONES. 

Commodore  Stephen  Dbcatub, 
Commander-in'  Chiefs  ^c. 


UnITBD  StATXS'  ship  GhlBBBIBBB, 

Ndj^  Sept.  8, 1815. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Bxcel- 
iency  that  in  my  late  negotiation  with  the  Bashaw 
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nave  landed  at  Messina.  It  affords  me  great 
pleasure  to  have  had  it  io  my  power,  by  this  small 
service,  to  evince  to  His  Majesty  the  grateful 
sense  entertained  by  my  Government  of  the  aid 
formerly  rendered  to  us  by  His  Majesty  during 
our  war  with  Tripoli. 

With  great  respect  and  consideration,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

His  Ez'cy  the  MABams  Cibobllo, 
Seailary  of  StaUt  ^. 


If 


Naples,  Sepieniber  12, 1815. 

Sib  :  Havinj^  laid  before  the  King,  my  master, 
the  papers  which  you  have  directed  me,  dated 
the  8th  instant,  in  which  you  were  plei^sed  to  ac- 
quaint me  that^  in  your  last  negotiation  with  the 
Bey  of  Tripoli,  you  had  freed  from  the  slavery 
of  that  Regeoey  eight  subjects  of  His  Majesty, 
whom  you  nad  also  set  on  sbor^  at  Messina: 
His  Majesty  has  ordered  me  to  acknowledge  this 
peculiar  favor^  as  the  act  of  your  generosity, 
whieh  vou  have  been  pleased  to  call  a  ratani  for 
the  trifling  assistance  which  the  squadron  of  yottr 
nation  formerly  received  from  his  Royal  Gov- 
ernment during  the  war  with  Tripoli. 

In  doing  myself  the  pleasure  of  manifesting 
this  sentiment  of  my  King,  and  of  assuring  you. 
in  his  name,  that  the  brave  American  nation  will 
always  find  in  His  Majestj^'i  ports  the  best  re- 
ception, I  beg  you  will  receive  the  assurance  of 
my  most  distiiiguished  consideration.    , 

MARaUiS  CIRCELLO, 
Seereiarif  qf  State,  f  c. 

Com*  Dboatub,  Comwandier,  fc« 
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ESTIMATES  FOR  BUILBINQ  AND  EQUIP- 

PING  SHIPS. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  Jan.  16  and  S9,  1818.] 

Navt  Depabtm bnt,  Jan  1^,  1816. 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the 
honorable  Committee  of  the  Senate  upon  Naval 
Affairs,  communicated  by  your  letter  of  the  8th 
instantj  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you,  here* 
with,  tne  several  estimates,  in  detail,  marked  A, 
B,  and  C. 

By  these  estimates,  it  appears  that  the  coat  of 

building  a  ssTenty-ioargQnshtp  would  be  f817,41$ 
Equipping  a  seventy4bur  gonship  would  be     107,460 

Building  and  equipping  a  seventy4bttr      -  #984,808 


That  the  coet  of  building  a  forty-four  would 

be #158475 

Equipping  a  for^*fottr  would  be        •«       -     114,985 


Buildhig  and  equipping  a  forty-four  - 


Thai  the  cost  of  buildiDg  a  sloop-of-war 

would  be #40;»88 

Equipping  a  sloop-ofrwar  would  be    -  8^88 


BnUdiag  and  equipping  a  aloop-o^war 


#88,888 


It  hence  results  that  the  expense  which  would 
be  incurred  in  building  and  equipping  one  seven- 
ty-four, two  forty-fours,  and  two  sloops-of-war, 
would  be  as  follows : 

A  seventj-four  gunship  ....  #884,888 
A  forty-four  costs  #868,400^  therefore,  two 

forty-fours  would  cost  -  -  . '  .  536,800 
A  sloop-of-war  cosli  #88,88%  therefore, 

two  would  cost 104,440 


Total  cost  of  building  and  equipping  one 
sevens-four,  two  fort^-fouis,  and  two 


sloops-of-war,  would  be 


-  #1,086^108 


In  these  estimates  I  have  been  aided  by  the 
practical  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  Com- 
missionera  of  the  Navy  Board,  who  availed  them- 
selves of  the  calculations  of  scientific  ship-huUd* 
ers,  and  the  information  derived  from  recent 
investigationa  and  inquiries  of  the  market  price 
of  the  materials,  and  various  articles  of  equip- 
ment. 

The  estimates  are  as  correct  as  the  floetoattns 

S rices  of  labor  and  materials  will  admit,  and  suf- 
ciently  so  to  found  the  data  upon  for  the  amount 
of  the  cont4implated  annual  increase  of  the  Na- 
vy ;  but,  so  far  as  the  calculations  are  coojecio- 
ral,  it  is  presumed  that  they  may  exceed  the 
actual  expenditure  from  five  to  ten  per  cent. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

B.  W.  CROWNINSHIELD. 
Hon.  Cbablbs  Tait, 

Ckmtman  Ikmd  CommUei. 
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A. 

Etiimaie  of  the  expmu  of  buiWng  and  equipping 
a  eeventy-four  gunsmp* 

SMN)Ofec(iofUTeoftk,  atll  60 
1SO,000  fieet  of  white  oak  and  yellow  pine, 

at  30  cents     .... 
84,000  Ibe.  of  copper  botts,  act  40  eta. 
30,600  lbs.  of  ahealhing  copper  andnaUa,  at 

46cta. 

100  tana,  218,000  Iba.  of  iron,  at  6  eta. 
13,600  Iba.  of  load,  ai  10  ota    - 
Labor  of  carpenteza,  and  maat-making 
Labor  of  joinera,  inclading  atoff  • 
Blaekamitha' work      -        .        -        • 
Plnmber'a  bill  -        - 

Tnmer*a  bill       .        -        .        -        • 
Gwrer'abiU       ..•--- 


.   $$SfiOO 


30,000 
9,000 

18»76S 

1V90 

1,860 

86,000 

8,000 

13,780 

1,350 

900 

700 


Hull  and  ipara  complete 


-1817,413 


BlockUaker's  bill,  ineloding  gun  caxriagea 

and  crerythiog  fumkktd  1^  him    •       -  98,600 

Sailmaker'a  bill,  two  anita   .        .        -        «  28,300 

fiMMttaker'a  bill,  110  tone,  at  18  eta.  par  lb,  81,200 

Tanner'abiU 760 

Paintvr'a  biU 2,600 

Cooper'abiU MOO 

Soat-biiUder'f  bUl 1*700 

OidnMice,  64  thirtjHWo  poimtoa»  and  29 

Mrtr-t^o  pound  canonadea    -       -        •  80,000 

OjOOO  ttirtj-two  pound  ehot        ...  9>000 

1,600  thirtj-two  pound  grape               -  8,600 

800  barrela  powder,  at  46  centa        *>        -  18,600 

4k000«ylnideia,at60eanta                 -  2,000 

200  mnaketa,  at  916         ....  8^000 

200  ballk-aKeB,  at  91  60         -        •        -  800 

200  pikea,  at  91  60         ....  300 

200prirBofpiftohi,at9lO        •        •  2,000 

200  labrea,  at  98 600 

Cdora  and  fignala 1»200 

Anchors 4,800 

200  tona  kentledge,  at  940  8,000 

Cambooae 1,800 

Bigger'a  bill,  forty  men,  at  9i6  per  month 

§m  four  montha       -        ...        -  2,400 
Charta,  conipataea,  books,  mathematical  tn- 

stnunenta,  dfcc' 1,000 

Contingencies    -----.  6,000 


and  Equipping  Sklp&. 

Blaekamiiha' work 9,009 

PInmber'abiU U50 

Turner's  bill TOO 

Carver's  bill 600 

Hull  and  spars  complete  -        -         9l53s,47g 

Blockmaker's  bill,  including  gun  canragca 

and  eTerything  furnished  by  him      -         •>  98,1^^ 

Sallmaker's  bill,  two  suits           ...  18,S7B 

Ropemaker's  bill,  100  ton[^  at  18  eta.  per  lb.  26,000 

Tanner's  bHI 650 

Painter's  hill l,m 

Oooper^sbm       ......  4>Q0 

Beat^bnilder*B  biU 1,JM 

Ofdaanee,  82  twentf-fbur  poonden^  amd  SO 

fttty-two  pound  eairanadaa     .        •        •  16,fi00 

3^000  round  shot        -        ...        .        .  a^M 

1,000  grape 2,600 

190  barreb  of  powder,  at  46  oanta    -        -  ^550 

2/)00  cylinders,  at  60  cts.    ....  j^OOO 

160  muskets,  at  916         ....  2,^50 

160  battle-axea,  at  91  60          -        -        •  226 

160  pikea,  at  91  60         -        -         -        *  236 

160  pairs  ofpiatola,  at  910        ...  1,500 

160  sabres,  at  93 450 

Colors  and  signals       .....  IJOOO 

Anchors     .......  9^900 

Kentledge,  120  tena,  at  960                        -  4,800 

Camboosa 1,600 

Rigger'a  bill,  86  men  lor  4  montlu,  at  il6 

permeoth       ......  2JD0O 

Chaita  and  mathematieal  inatruments,  dec  -  800 

Conlingeneiea            4,600 

EquipsMnt     ....        .        •  114,926 

HuU  and  spars 153,475 

Building  and  equipment  •        -         |268;400 


Equipment     - 

Hull  and  span  comj^ete 

Building  and  equipment 


.    167,460 
.   217,412 

9884,802 


B. 

SiHmate  oftke  ea^enae  tf  building  mid  emt^iping  a 
fvrtif'four  gun  frigate  qf  tkejint  cms. 

Id^Ofeelof  liTeoak»at9l  60  •  931*000 
86^000  feel  white  oak  and  yellow  piM^  at 

30cta. 26^600 

20^000  Iba.  eopper  bolts,  at  40  eta.  •  •  8,000 
27,600  Iba.  copper  aheathing  and  nails^  at  46 

centa 12,876 

76  tons,  160,000  lbs.  of  iron,  at  6  cts.    •  9,000 

11,000  Ibe.  of  lead,  at  10  eta.        -        .        -  1,160 

Labor  of  carpenters  and  mast>niakei»  •       •  OOyOOO 

Labor  of  Jolnaaa^  incMliBt  ataff  ^000 


C. 

Estimate  ofihe  expenu  ^fbuiiMng  mnd  ept^tping  a 
ehop^frwtr  if  ike  fint  efasf. 

6,600  feet  of  live  oak,  at  9l  80                  -  t7,150 
22,000  feet  white  oak  and  yellow  pine,  at  80 

cents 0,600 

6,000  lbs.  of  copper  bolts  and  spikes,  at  40 

cents  .......  1^400 

7,876  lbs.  of  aheathing  copper,  and  naik^  at 

46  centa 8J54S 

26  tons,  60,000  lbs;  of  iron,  at  0  ela.      •  S,00O 

6^000lba.oflead,atlOets.                        -  500 

J«dN>r  of  earpenlara  and  maal^makeia  -       •  l^OOO 

Libber  of  joinei%  indudiag  atoff  1,100 

Bbflkamitha' woik 3,000 

Plwnber'a  weik 500 

Turaar'abitt 80O 

Carrer'abill MO 

Hull  and  spaxa  complete   .       •       -         946,203 

Blockmaker^a  biU*  including  gun  carriagee 

and  oTeiything  fhmiahed  by  him     -        -  2,000  00 
OaUmaker^B  biU,  2  suits       ....  5,200  00 

Bopemaker'abttl 7,100  00 

Tanner'sUU 2M0O 

Paintar'abiU OMOO 

Coopw'a  biU MiOtIO 
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Boat-boUdei^B  biU        -        -        -        -        .     7M0l| 

Oidnanoe,  80  fhirty-two  pound  earronadeli, 
and  two  long  tweWe  poandorf  -       -  4»800  00 

Ordnance  atorei,  1,600  Ibi.  shot  ...  1,650  00 
45  bbla.  powder,  at  46  centa   -        -        -  1,846  00 

1,000  eylindera,  at  40  oanfta  •  -  -.  400  00 
75  mnsketa,  at  |15  ....  1,136  00 
75  battle-azoi,  at  II  50  -        -        .     118  60 

75  pikei,  at  II  60  -        -        -        -     112  60 

75  paira  of  piatola,  a|  |10        *        -        -     760  00 

76  aabrev,  at  |3     -        -        -        -        .     886  00 

Colon  and  aignalB 660  00 

Anchora     -..-.-.  1,100  00 
Kentiedge,  66  tona,  at  $40  -        -        -  3,860  00 

Cambooae .800  00 

Bigger'a  bill,  80  men  for  S-monthai  at  $16 

per  montb      -        -       -        -        -        -     800  00 

Cnarta,  matbematical  inatnimenti,  Stc       •     460  00 
Contingendea    ......  8,000  00 

B^ipment     -  .        .     ^  .       $36,980  00 


ami  jSfiiippmg'  SUpa. 


H&A  and  iqpara 
Equipment 


$46,898 
36,930 


Bnilding  andeqaipment 


.   $88,888 


[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  January  89, 1816.] 

NaVT  DEPARTMENT)  Jati,  27, 1816. 
Sib:  In  compliance  with  the  reaaeat  of  th« 
Committee  of  the  Senate  os  Naval  AAlrt,  com- 
maaicated  by  your  letter  of  the  SM,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  you  fi^r  their  inibrmation, 
the  papers  herewith  marked  A,  B,  C;  which 
contain  the  estimates  of  expense  necessary  to 
keep  in  service,  for  one  year,  a  seven ty-foqr,  a 
fortv-foar,  and  a  twentv-two  gon  ship,  respec' 
tively;  each  having  a  fall  complement  of  men 
and  officers,  and  provisions  for  twelve  months* 
I  have  the  honor  to  he,  dbc^ 

B.  W.  CROWNINSHIKLD. 
Hod.  CBAHUtB  Tait« 


A. 

EBiimaU  of  the  annual  expmte  of  a  mventyfbur  gun  $hip.-^Januaryy  1816. 


MM«<i*«*«-4»< 


RANK. 


18 


1  Captain    • 
6  Lieutenants 
1  Saigeen  ... 
1  Chaplain 
1  Parser      - 
J3  8ttffgeon's  mates  - 
9  jfiaacnv    ... 
1  Boatswain 
1  lihuiner    -       -       • 
1  Carpenter 
1  Biilaiaker 
3  Maelai^B  mates 
80  Midshipmen 
1  Behoolmastcr    - 
1  Captain's  derfc 
6  Boatswain's  mates^ 
3>  Gnaaer'a  mates      \ 
a  Cispenter's  mates  { 
1  Sailmahef's  mate   J 
1  Armoiw  ^ 

1  Cooper 
1  Steward 
1  Maslar-at-Anns 
1  Caiswaitt 
1  Boatswain's  yeoman 
1  Gaaaer's  yeoman 
1  Oaipenter's  yeoman 
10  Quarter  gunners 
8- QwuteoMsten 
a  Shii^'s  cofpoab 
1  Cook 


86    31  rations  per  day  make  ll,dl6per  annnm,  at  86  ets. 

800  Able  seamen • 

300  Oidinaiy  seamen  and  boys 

Pay  and  snhsistance  of  the  Navy     •       .       •       • 


TAT  AJTB  StraSXSTBirCX. 


Pay  per 

month. 


89 


$100 
40 
60 
40 
40 
80 
40 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
10 


Rauoas  esti* 
mated  Willi 


7 

18 

1 

1 
1 
3 
3 
1 
1 
I 
1 


Amount  of  Pay. 


■'-T' 


86 


19 


18 


18 
10 


$1,800  00 

8,880  00 

600  00 

480  00 

480  00 

1,080  00 

960  00 

840  00 

840  00 

840  00 

840  00 

T80  00 

4^660  00 

300  00 

800  00 

»,736  00 


6,864  00 


8<888  76 

88^800^  oa 

88,080  00 


-$91,148  76 
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EtHmatmfiir  BuQdUng  and  Eqmppmg  Skipt. 


ESTIMATE  A— CooUDoed. 


RANK. 


9AX  AVB  •VMIVrBVCB. 


Pa  J  per 

month. 


1  Captain  of  nuiiiei 
1  Fint  Uttttanant 
1  Second  lieQtenaBt 
8  Sergeanti 
3  Coi^porali 
S  Mnaiciana 
60  Private!    • 


666    6  rationa  per  day  make  1«8S6  per  annum,  at  S5  eta. 
Pay  andaobaSateneeofmarinei       .       .       .       . 


Pay  and 
marinei 


of  naty  offioara,  aaamoB,  and 


•40 
60 


9 

8 
T 
6 


Bataona 


ritk 


P«T- 


8 
8 
1 


AmouBtrfPaj. 


fifiOOQ 
860  00 
800  00 


888  00 

106  00 

4,810  00 

466  86 


^mti 


PIJM^ 


607  barrela  of  beef,  at  $V7  60 
618banelaofpoik,At$81  60 
171  barrela  of  flour,  at  910 
16,066  pounda  of  anat,  at  80  centa 
900,864  ponnda  of  bread,  at  6  centa 
18,180  ponnda  of  eheeae,  at  80  centa 
4,864  ponnda  of  butter,  at  86  centa 

488  buihela  of  peaa,  at  91  80 
84,118  pounds  of  rice,  at  6  centa 


/VoOMUMIi. 


11^417  M 

11^  00 

UWOO 

Mll« 

IS^M 

%mw 

1,006  00 

60S90 

1,706  60 

8,188  gallon!  of  mdaaKa,  at  $1 S^IJS  00 

8,188  gaIlonaof¥inegar,  at  86  cants 69300 

14»084  gaUona  of  spirit,  at  91 14»O94O0 


ProYislons  tn  666  penons 


f6i,0l0  0i 


ddhuif/br  MaritieB. 
8  SeigaaBt's  snita,  at  986 

66  Corporals*,  mnalciana'  and  prtratea'  anils,  at  $84 
6Paiz8of8faonlderluiota,at91  60  ... 

68  Capa,  plnmea,  bands^  and  aa^ea,  at  $8 

68  atooka,  at  80  centa 

878  Pain  of  ahoee,  at  f  1  87i 

66  Blankela,  at  f  6  

6  Watch  coats,  at  $16  .       . 


Clothing 


68  Knaoaachs,  at  $1 

68  Bmabea  and  pricfcara,  at  86  centa 


Siorm  for  Marinm. 


MOitaiy  stoiea 


$78  00 

1,600  00 

000 

ISO  00 

10  60 

874  00 

810  00 


$6,000  00 


108  00 
17  00 

$86  00 


EecapUulaiicn  amd  Cktieral  EtiimaU. 

PayandanbaistenceoftheNaTy $01,146  76 

Pay  and  snbaistence  of  marines 6,606  U 

Pko^ialDns 6MI0  04 

Clothing  of  marines 8,600  60 

Military  atoraa  for  marines •       -        .        .       •  96  00 

HoBpitaLatoiea  and  medidnes 1,600  00 

Contbgncisa,  wear  and  tear,  Ac 86,000  00 


Whole  annnal  ezpenaa  of  a  mmmtf4m 


$168^740  64 


>sx^ 
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BHimaimJor  Building  and 


8kip9. 


EHimaU  of  the  amnal  expen$e  of  a  fartff'fowr  gun  «4»p.— /omiary,  181«. 


RANK. 


VAT  AVB  svBSXtrnrci. 


month. 


1 
1 
9 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
8 


1  Captain    - 
6  Liontenanto 
1  Surgwm  - 

Chapiam 

Ponar 

8orgaon*s  mataa 

Bftaatar     • 

Boatiwain  1 

Gunner      (   ^ 

Carpantor  f  * 

Sailmakar  J 

Maatai^a  mataa 
80  Midahipman     « 
1  Captain'a  dark 
8  Boatowun'a  mataa 
1  Gonnar'amato 
1  Carpantoi^a  mate 

Sailmakai^a  mata 

Armorar 

Cooper 

8tawaid 

Maatar-al-Arma 

Cozawain 

Boatawain  jaoman 

Onnnar'a       do. 

Carpanter'a    do. 

Qaartar  gonnara 

Qnartannaaton 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
10 
8 


1  6^p'a  corporal 
1  Cook 
100  Able 

170  Ordinaiy  aaaman  and  boja  .  .  .  •  . 
89  rationa  par  day  make  10,686  par  anawB,  al  86  cto. 
Paj  and  aobaiatance  of  the  Navy     .... 

1  Pintliaatanantofmaiinaa 

1  Second 
8  Sergeanto 
8  Corporala 
8  MoaiGtaaa 
48  PriTataa 


460 


8  rationa  per  day  make  1,096  par  aiiniim,  at  86  canta 
Pay  and  anbaiatonce  of  marinea       .       .       •       . 


Pay  and  anbriatance  of  naty  oiBoan,  aaaman,  and 
marinea 


flOO 
40 
60 
40 
40 


40 


80 


19 


19 


18 


18 
10 


86 
9 

8 

7 
6 


Rationa  eati- 
mated  with 


ma^ 


7 
19 

1 
1 
1 

8 

1 


8 


Amount  of  Pay. 


•1,800  00 
8,880  00 
600  00 
480  00 
480  00 
780  00 
480  00 

960  00 

480  00 

4,660  00 

300  00 

1,140  00 


6,048  00 


81,000  00 

80,400  00 

8,646  86 


•64,9T4  86 


860  00 
800  00 
884  00 
198  00 
168  00 
8,466  00 


878  76 
M  ,    6,078  76 


f7O,048  00 


MfFSBIDTS.  1789 


StHmmU$  fir  BviUiiig  and  JHquippk^  A^. 


• 


410  barrel!  of  beet  tt  #17  60 #7,175  00 

351  berrels  of  pork|  at  #21  60 ..    7  646  09 

118  barrels  of  flOQi^  at  #10 ..    j'lao  €0 

11,700  pounds  euet,  ai  SO  oaate  per  pwnd ^340  00 

9,000  pounds  cheese,  at  20  cents i^qq  oO 

143,660  pounds  bread,  at  6  eents ...         .         .    s^^  qo 

3,936  pounds  butter,  at  36  cento .         -746  25 

374  bushels  peas,  at#l --43610 

33,400  pounds  rice,  at  6  cents ..    1,170  00 

1,402}  gallons  molasses,  at  #1  per  gallon ..     i,46S  SO 

l,462i  gallons  vinegar,  at  26  cents    -. 36503 

10,237i  gallons  spirit,  at  #1 .  io;s37  so 

ProtirfoBs ^ #48^123  00 

CXMingfor  Marine$. 

3  Bergeanf  B  suits,  at  #26  -- .-#78  00 

62  Corporals,  musidans,  and  prirates'  suits,  at  #24 ijus  00 

5  Pairs  shoulder  hoots,  at#160 ~        -       7  60 

66  Cap  pltttoes,  bandi^  and  eagles,  at  #2 110  00 

66  BtodEs,  at  20  cents j^oo 

66  Blankets,  at  #6 1-27600 

220  Pairs  shoes,  at  #1  87}     -        - 5o2  S 

6  Watch  coats,  at  #16 ...s^OO 

OloQang #2,122  00 

MUiUury  Storea  far  Marmm. 

66  KnaMacks,  at  #1 -g^^ 

66  Brumes  and  prickers^  at  26  eents 1^  ^ 

Militaiy  stores tors 

lUcapUukAum  of  general  esHmaU. 

PayandsubsiitenceoftheNaTy .  tt4.»4  25 

Pay  and  subsistence  of  marines "*  ^^IrX  tk 

Plosions :    -    -  Jf22 

Clothing  of  aarines •  •  V.S  S 

MiUtary  stone \        '  •  •  ^'S  Sk 

Bo^tal  SUM  wd  medicines                    .       ....       .       .       .        "  "  "  1 -» «^  S 

Omittegcaeias,  wear  and  tear,  d^ 3  •  ^^JJi  jj 

Whoteanonal  expense  of  a  fbvty-four     -  .    -  #134;010  83 
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C. 

Estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of  a  elotfp-qfivar  of  the  Jiret  claee.-^January^  1810^ 


RANK. 


TAT  A9B  tVBfUTSXCX. 


Paype^  llUtioiMetti 
month,     mated  vrHh 
pay. 


1  Captain       - 

8  LMiit«nattt8 - 

1  Pinaar  •     .  - 

1  Snif aon 

8  Surgeon's  matee   • 

1  Satling-maiter 

1  Btwtawain    • 

1  Qunner 

1  Sailmaker     • 

1  Carpenter    - 

3  Master's  mates 
10  Midshipmen 

1  Ctptain's  derk     • 

8  Bottswain'i  mates  ) 

1  Ganner's  mate       >  4 

1  Carpenter's  mate   ) 

1  Coxflwaia 

STtMnaen 

6  Qaast««>gQnn«ra 

4  Qoartermaslcrs 
1  Annorer  V  IB 
1  aiewaid 
1  Cooper 
1  Master-at-arms 
1  Cook 

60  Able  seamen         • 

48  Ordinary  seamen  and  boys 

20  rations  per  day  make  7,800  per  annnm  at  80  eents  • 
Pay  and  snbsistence  of  the  Navy         .... 
1  Second  Lientenant  of  Marines      ..... 
1  Sergeant      -        --        -        •       -- 

3  Corporals 

8  Mnaietans --- 

SI  Privates 

1  ration  per  day  makes  360  per  anmim,  at  80  eebts  - 
Pay  and  snbsisteooe  of  ttannae 


. 


.■ 


•75 
40 
40 
60 
80. 
40 
20 
20 
SO 
20 
SO 
19 
86 

19 


Amount  of  pay. 


18 


Pay  and'  snbsistMMie  of  N«vy  offioeis,  seamen*  and  marines 


6 
6 
1 
1 
3 

i 

1 
1 
1 
1 


$900  00 
1)440  OO 
480  00 
600  00 
720  00 
480  00 
240  00 
240  00 
940  00 
840  00 
720  00 
8,880  00 
800  00 

818  00 


8,868  00 


IS 
10 

m 
1 

m 

m 

8,640  00 
5,700  00 

1,880  00 
<  ..„•  ..  ..  1889  905  AO 

so 

8 
8 
7 
6 

800  00 

106  00 

198  00 

168  00 

1,618  00 

91  86 

..  .. .   -    2  871  SR 

•  # 

$38,276  25 

167  bamls  of  beef,  at  017  50 ^;9SS  00 

144bnn«lB0f  pork«at#21  50 8,096  00 

40  bamh  of  floor,  at  #10 48000 

4,504  pounds  of  soet*  at  SO  eents 90000 

58,696  pounds  of  bread,  at  6  cents 8,581  76 

8,680  pounds  ofcheese,  St  20  cents   -                         • 78000 

1,196  pounds  of  butter,  at  25  cento    -- 88000 

160  buiftieb  of  peaa^  at  #1  80 19000 

9,668  pounds  of  nee,  at  i^oeato 478  60 

590  guDone  of  mokises,  at  #1                          59800 

598  gallons  ofvinegar,  at  25  cento  - 149  50 

4,186  gallons  ofspirit,  at  01 4»186  00 

Ptanrision«  for  one  hundred  and  6i^tty*6wrpertow #17,568  90 
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Oapion  cfike  Briiitk  Skip  tf  War  LmmL 


CUfthfyig  for  Marinet. 

1  8ergeant*s  miH       .....  |M  00 
S6  Corporals,  mniiciaiiiy  and  privalM*  snita, 

at  #S4 600  00 

3  pain  of  shoolder  knoli,  at#160-  450 

26  caps,  plomes,  bands,  and  eagles,  at  {|S     -    6S  00 

S6  stocks,  at  90  cents-        -        -        .        -      6  SO 

26  Uankets,  at  $6       •  .        -  130  00 

104pau«ofalioos,at9l  37}         -        -        -  148  00 

2  watch  coats,  at  #16  -  -    30  00 


•990  70 


Military  StoreM  far  Msrtnet. 

26  knapsacks,  at  |1      .... 
96  brashes  and  pricken^  at  95  cents 


#26  00 
6  60 

#32  50 


amd  general  eetimaU. 

Pay  and  subsistence  of  the  Navj    -        -  #29,905  00 

l^ay  and  subsistence  of  marines               •  2,371  25 

Profisions 17,662  96 

Clothing  of  marines       ....  990  70 

Military  storas  for  marines       .        ^       .  32  50 

Hospital  stores  and  medidnea                 -  800  00 

Contingencies,  wear  and  tear,  Ace          -  7,600  00 

#59,163  41 


CAPTORS  OF  THE  BRITISH  8HIP-0F-WAR 
LEVANT  REWARDED. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  February  6, 1816.] 

Mr.  PLtA8AiiT8  made  the  following  report: 
The  Commitice  00  Naval  Affain,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petiiioa  of  Capuin  Charles  Stewart, 
late  commander  of  the  frigate  Constitotion,  pray* 
log  to  be  paid  the  value  oT  the  Levant,  a  British 
thip-of-war  captured  by  the  CoDetitation  in  her 
late  cruise,  and  taken  by  force  out  of  the  harbor 
of  Port  Pray  a,  a  neutral  port,  by  a  squadron  of 
British  ships,  have  had  the  said  petition  under 
consideration,  aod  make  the  following  report: 
The  petitioner  states  that,  on  the  dOth  of  Feb- 
ruary 1815,  with  the  frigate  Cf^ostitution  under 
his  command,  whilst  cruising  in  the  neighbor* 
hood  of  the  island  of  Madeira,  he  fell  in  with  two 
British  ships  of  war,  the  Cyane  mounting  thirty- 
four  guns,  and  the  Levant  mounting  twenty-one ; 
that  the  Constitution  brought  the  two  ships  to 
action,  and  captured  both  after  a  conflict  of  forty 
niootee;  that  having  taken  possession  of  her 
prizes  the  Constitution  proceeded  on  her  cruise, 
nod  on  the  10th  of  March  anchored  with  her 
prizes  in  Port  Praya  in  St.  Jago,  one  of  the  Cape 
de  Verd  i:ilands  belonging  to  Portugtl ;  that,  on 
the  next  day,  March  the  11th,  whilst  lying  in  the 
said  port,  they  discovered  a  souadron  of  ships, 
Which  ultimately  proved  to  be  British,  consisting 
of  three  sail,  two  of  sixty-eight  and  one  of  fifty 
guos^  commanded  by  Sir  George  Collier;  that 
the  CoDstitution  with  her  prizes  immediately  got 
under  way,  and  with  much  difficulty  escaped  the  | 


enemy,  who  had  approached  rery  near,  uader 
cover  of  a  thick  fi^,  before  they  were  diseovered; 
that  the  Constitution  and  Cyane  got  oK  withoet 
being  brought  to  action  by  so  superior  a  fotte^ 
and  the  Levant,  which  had  mored  in  a  direetioa 
to  divide  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  heiw  por- 
sued,  was  enabled  to  get  back  into  PorTPraya, 
and  anchored  close  under  the  batceriee.  tkdaking 
the  enemy  would  respect  the  neatraiity  of  the 
port;  that  in  that  situation  ahe  was  attacked  aad 
taken  possession  of  by  the  enemy,  without  any  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  the  Portugoeae  lo  preveat 
the  ootrage. 

The  petitioner  asks  of  Conyrcaa  to  pay  to  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  ConstiiaticMi  tba  vaine  d 
the  Levant,  she  having  been  eapcarcd  by  then 
on  the  high  seas,  and  forcibly  taken  from  a  nee- 
tral  port  by  the  enemy. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  ibac  the  peti- 
tioners have  not  a  right  to  demand  of  the  Uaited 
States  the  value  of  the  said  prize.     Tbooeh  the 
Government  have  a  right  to  demand  of  the  Por- 
tuguese Qovernment  compensation  for  the  oat- 
rage  committed  in  one  of  their  portL  and  if  com- 
pensation is  made,  the  amonnt  ought  to  be  paid 
to  the  captors,  yet,  in  the  many  aod  gr^mt  lama 
susuined  by  our  citizens  dnrtag  the  laie  war  ia 
Europe  by  the  violation  of  their  aeatial  rights,  it 
has  not  been  the  practice  of  the  Gk>vcraaMnt  to 
make  compensation  for  such  loaaca.    Wete  it  to 
be  done  in  this  case,  the  captors  woald  he  pbeed 
in  a  more  eligible  situation  than  if  the  outrage 
had  not  been  committed;  in  that  case  they  would 
have  had  to  encounter  the  ordinary  daogeis  of  the 
sea  in  bringing  their  prize  into  port;  and  also 
the  hazard  of  recapture  by  the  enemy.    But  pro- 
ceeding on  the  principle  acted  on  by  Congtess  in 
other  cases  which  occurred  during  the  face  war, 
of  making  some  compensation  for  the  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men,  where 
they  did  not  succeed  in  getting  their  prizes  into 
port,  and  such  gallantrv  and  good  eondoet  ikaviog 
been  aignally  displayed  in  this  action,  the  proper 
tribunals  having  determined  that  the  force  of  the 
enemy  was  superior,  the  committee  uking  the 
case  of  the  Frolic  eapuired  by  the  Wasp^  aad 
recaptured  by  the  enemy,  as  a  proper  erfcerion. 
the  force  of  the  Levant  being  ahom  eqnal  to  thnt 
of  the  Frolic,  and  the  compensation  made  being 
twenty*five  thousand  dollars,  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  an  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  t^at 
sum  to  the  officers  aad  crew  of  the  Coastiraiiaa. 
to  be  deducted  from  the  value  of  the  Levant,  pro- 
vided the  Qovernment  succeed  in  obtaining  soeh 
value  from  the  Portuguese  Oorerameot.    For 
this  purpose  they  herewith  report  a  bill. 


7h  ike  kanarabk  the  Smote  mdHoum  of  RtmremmU' 
Hon qf  the  Vmted  Statetof  Awuriea,m  Cmgnm 
aeeembled.  Tke  petiUom  rf  ike  eubeeriber  r^ogt^ 
Julijf  ekoufetk,' 

PaiULnEU^HiA,  DecewUfer  22, 1815. 
That,  on  the  20th  dar  of  February,  181^  the 
United  States  frigate  Constitution,  then  nader 
his  command,  did,  in  pursuance  of  the  ordeis  of 
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Oaplon  ef  O^  BriiiA  Ship  of  War  Lenaai. 


the  late  honorable  Becretary^  of  the  Navy,  Wiliiam 
Jones,  overtake  on  the  hiffh  seas,  aboot  sixty 
leagues  from  the  island  of  Madeira,  His  Britanoie 
Majesty's  ships  of  war  the  Cyane,  of  thirty-four 
guns,  commanded  by  Captain  Gordon  Paicon, 
and  the  Lerant,  of  twenty-one  guns,  eomipanded 
by  Captain  the  honorable  Gteorae  Doaglas,  both 
post  captains  in  the  nary  of  Ureat  Britain,  and 
did  there  bring  to  action,  engage  with,  and  cap* 
ture  the  said  two  ships  of  war,  the  Cyane  and 
Levant,  after  a  sharp  conflict  of  forty  minates; 
and  that  yoar  petitioner  did  take  possession  of 
the  two  prizes  aforesaid,  and  proceed  in  the  frig- 
ate Constttat  ion  with  them  to  the  island  of  St. 
Jago,  one  of  the  Cape  de  Verds,  in  the  possession 
of  the  troops  and  subjects  of  the  Prince  Regent 
of  Portugal,  with  whom  we  were  at  peace,  and 
from  whom  there  had  issued  a  declaration  of 
neotratity  whea  the  war  between  the  United 
States  and  Ghreat  Britain  was  made  known  to 
him ;  that  your  petitioner,  having  come  to  anchor 
with  the  Constitution,  and  the  above  named 

grhEcs,  in  Port  Praya,  in  the  aforesaid  island  of 
It.  Jago,  on  the  10th  day  of  March,  181S,  dis- 
covered, on  the  following  day,  (while  preparations 
were  making  by  your  petitioner  to  divest  himself 
of  his  prisoners,  by  sending  them  on  parole  to 
Barbadoes  agreeable  to  his  instruoiiona,)  olTthe 
port,  a  squadron  of  three  ships  of  war,  belonging 
to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  commanded  by  hts 
offioers  ffenerally.  and  under  the  command  of  the 
honorable  Sir  George  Collier  particularly,  con^ 
sisting  of  the  Leander  of  sizty*eighi  guis,  New- 
castle of  sizty-ei^bt  guns,  and  Aeasta  of  fifty 
guns ;  that  the  said  squadron  by  means  of,  and 
covered  by,  a  thick  fog,  approached  the  ship  Con- 
stitutioQ  and  her  two  priaes  within  three  miles 
before  they  were  discovered,  which  near  approach 
left  no  lime  for  your  petitioner  to  hesitate  or  de> 
liberate  on  the  situation  of  your  good  ship  the 
Constitution  and  her  two  prizes,  but  obli^  him, 
for  the  security  of  that  valuable  vessel  mtmated 
to  his  care,  to  get  under  weigh  and  rescue  her 
from  the  probable  grasp  of  the  enemy,  which 
your  petitioner  did,  taking  with  him  the  two 
prize  ships  aforesaid,  that  they  might  be  used  ac- 
cording to  circamatanees,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
saving  the  Conatitutioa :  all  of  which  was  done 
aeeordiog  to  the  best  skill  and  judgment  of  your 
f«titioner ;  and  your  precious  ship  the  Conatito- 
tioa  returned  in  safety  to  the  port  .of  Boston. 

And  your  petitiooer  begs  leave  to  state,  to 
your  hoaorable  body,  that  while  they  were  in  the 
act  of  gettiag  under  wei^b  in  the  harbor  of  Port 
Pray  a,  the  flag  of  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal 
was  hoisied  on  two  several  forts,  and  a  flre  opened 
from  their  batteries  upon  the  Constitution  and 
her  two  prizes;  several  shot  from  them  passing 
both  over  and  striking  near  the  bends  of  the  Con- 
stitution ;  that  after  your  petitioner  had  derived 
all  the  advantages  he  could  from  his  prizes  afore- 
said, the  Levant  returned  into  the  harbor  of  Port 

Pray  a,  and  came  to  anchor  close  to  the  batteries 
tbereofj  where  she  was  soon  after  attacked  by  the 
aforesaid  squadron,  under  the  command  or  the 

aforesaid  Sir  George  CoUier,  and  foiaibly  taken 


possession  of  by  them  and  carried  frdm  out  of  tho 
harbor  of  Port  rraya  aforesaid,  without  the  troopS| 
garrison,  or  subjects  of  the  Prince  Regent  of  Por- 
tugal making  any  resistance  or  hindrance  what- 
ever, as  they  were  in  duty  bound  to  do  within 
the  harbon  and  neutral  waters  of  the  Prince 
Regent  of  Portugal. 

Your  petitioner,  therefore,  for  and  in  behalf  of 
himself,  the  gallant  oflScers,  and  crewof  the  frigate 
Constitution  under  his  command,  and  in  consid- 
eration of  their  being  so  unlawfully  and  unjustly 
robbed  and  deprived  of  the  usual  advantages  that 
would  accrue  to  ihem,  for  their  gallantry  in  en- 
gaging and  subduing  the  aforesaid  two  sbips-of- 
war  belonging  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain^ 
humbly  bep^  your  honorable  body  will  take  tbia 
their  ease  into  consideration ;  ano  that  you  will 
be  pleased  to  grant  lo  them  the  value  of  the  said 
ship  Levant,  of  which  they  have  been  deprived 
as  above  stated ;  and  your  petitioner  will  ever 
pray,  dkc. 

CHARLES  STEWART, 
Laie  eammanderrf/Hgate  ConMHiuiicn. 


Navy  Dbfabtment,  January  5, 1816.    . 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  instructions  of 
the  honorable  Committee  upon  Naval  Afiaira, 
communicated  by  your  letter  of  the  29th  ohlmO| 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  papers  No.  1 
to  6;  which  contain  all  the  information  in  the 
possession  of  this  Department  relative  to  tbe  cap- 
ture of  tbe  British  vessels  of  war  Cyane  and  Le- 
vant, by  the  United  States'  frigate  Constitution, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Charles  Stewart, 
of  the  United  States'  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yon? 
obedient  servant, 

B.  W.  CROWNINSHIELD. 

Hon.  Jambs  Plbabants,  Jun. 
Giairman  Com,  on  Ndcal  Affairw, 

No.  1. 
U.  S.  FaioATa  C0N8TITOT1011,  Afay,  181$. 

Sib  :  On  the  80th  of  February  last,  the  island 
of  Madaria  bcarioff  about  west-southwest,  distant 
sixty  leagues,  we  fell  in  with  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's two  shipa  of  war  the  Cyane  and  the  Le- 
vant, and  brought  them  to  action  about  6  o'clock 
in  tbe  evening ;  both  of  which,  after  a  spirited 
enpgemeat  of  forty  minutes,  surrendered  to  the 
ship  under  my  command. 

Considering  tbe  advantages  derived  by  the 
enemy,  from  a  divided  and  more  active  force,  aa 
also  their  superiority  in  the  weight  and  number 
of  their  ffuas,  1  deem  the  speedy  and  decisive  re- 
sult of  this  action  the  strongest  assurance  which 
can  be  given  to  Government  that  all  under  my 
comnrand  did  their  duty,  and  gallantly  supported 
the  reputation  of  American  seamen. 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  the  minutes  of  the 
action,  and  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on 
board  this  ship;  also,  enclosed,  you  will  receive, 
for  your  information,  a  statement  of  the  actual 
force  of  the  enemyj  and  the  number  of  killed  and 
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woODded  on  board  their  ships  as  near  as  coold  be 
ascertained. 
I  hate  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

CHARLBS  STRWART. 
Hon.  B.  W.  CsowmicnaiBLD, 

SecrdUay  rfthe  Mitf. 

No.  2. 

fivmmUike  karbor  of  Ptri  Hm^ukmdo/m. 

ComneBoes  with  fresh   breesea  and  (907 
wtntber;  at  fi?e  niinaies  past  12,  diaeovered  a 
Inrge  <hip  tbro^gh  the  fog,  scandiog  in  for  Port 
Pcaya;  at  eight  mioutcs  past  12,  duicoTered  iwo 
otkar  large  ships  astero  of  her,  also  standing  in 
far  the  port.    From  their  general  appeamnee, 
aopposed  them  m  be  one  of  the  eneny's  a^ nad- 
>rons,  and,  from  the  little  respect  hitherto  paid  by 
them  lo.neoiral  waters,  I  deeoMd  it  most  pradent 
to  sat  w  saa.    The  signal  was  made  to  tbe  Cyane 
and  Lefant  to  get  under  weigh;  at  twelfe  after 
meridian,  with  our  topsail  set,  we  cut  our  cable 
and  got  under  weigh,  (wben  the  Portuguese 
opened  a  fire  on  iia  from  several  of  their  batteries 
on  shore;)  the  prise  ships  followed  onr  motions, 
and  stood  oat  or  the  harbor  of  Port  Prayn  elose 
nnder  Bast  point,  passing  the  eneoky's  squadron 
about  gunshot  to  windward  of  them.    Grossed 
onr  top*gallaot  yards  and  set  foresail,  mainsail, 
spanker,  flying  jib,  and  top-valiant  sails.    The 
enemy  seeing  us  under  weigh,  tacked  ship,  and 
made  all  nil  in  chase  of  ui.    As  far  as  we  conld 
judge  of  their  rates  from  the  thickness  of  the 
weather,  supposed  them  two  ships-of-the»line, 
and  one  frigate.    At  half  past  meridian,  cat  away 
the  boau  towing  astern,  first  c«tter  and  gin ;  at 
1  P.  M«  found  our  sailing  about  eqoal  with  the 
ship  on  our  qotrier,  but  the  frigate  Inffing,  gain- 
ing our  wake,  and  rather  dropping  astern  of  us; 
finding  the  Cyane  dropping  astern  and  to  leeward, 
and  the  frigate  gaining  on  her  fast,  I  found  it  im- 
possible to  mre  her  if  she  continued  on  the  same 
eonrsef  witbont  having  the  Constitution  brought 
to  netion  by  their  whtSe  force;  I  nsade  the  tignal 
at  ten  minutes  past  1  P.  M.  to  ber  to  uck  ship, 
wbioh  was  complied  with.    This  manmufre,  I 
eoooeiTed,  would  detach  one  of  the  enemy's 
ships  in  pursnit  of  her,  while,  at  the  same  time, 
from  her  position,  she  would  be  enabled  to  reach 
the  anchorage  at  Port  Praya  before  the  deuehed 
ships  could  come  up  with  her;  but,  if  they  did 
not  taek  after  her.  it  would  aflford  her  an  oppor- 
tunity to  double  their  rear,  and  make  her  escape 
before  the  wind.    They  all  oontinaed  in  full 
ehasoof  the  Levant  and  this  ship;  the  ship  on 
our  lee  quarter  firinjr  by  divisions  broadsides ;  her 
shot  faUiog  short  of  us.    At  3  P.  M.  by  onr  hav- 
iDg  dropped  tbe  Levant  considerably,  her  situa- 
tion became  (from  the  position  of  the  enemy's 
frigate)  similar  to  the  Uyane,  it  became  neces- 
sary to  separate  also  from  the  Levant,  or  risk  this 
*    ship  being  brought  to  action  to  cover  her.    1 
mnde  the  signal  at  five  nkinates  past  3  foK  bar  to 


taok,  wbioh  was  complied  witii ;  mt  twelve  min- 
utes past  three,  the  whole  of  ihe  enemy's  sqnid- 
lon  Uek^  in  pursuit  of  tbe  Lievmnt.  and  ^ve  np 
the  pursuit  of  this  ship.  This  sKrifice  of  tbe 
Levant  became  necessnrj  for  tbe  preKrvattoo  ef 
the  Constitution.  Saiiingmnater  Hinn,  mid- 
shipman Varnum,  one  bonuwain's  sue,  nad 
twelve  men,  were  absent  on  dot^  in  tbtfilihent- 
ter,  to  bring  the  cartel  brig  under  our  sten. 

No.  3. 

Jffantsi  a  ike  meiim  hdwem  ikt^  mdUd  Oaimfi^ 
4lU  Cmumutim,  and  iSs  Mgafea$^s  ^Ugm  (W 
and  Uvant,  m  the  20(&  FebnUny,  18  Ifi. 

Commences  with  light  breesea  Cronn  tbe  cnst- 
waid  and  cloudy  weather  ;  at  1,  discovered  a  ail 
two  points  on  the  larboard  bow  ;  Imaled  np  aad 
made  mil  in  chase;  at  qearter  peat  1,  amdethe 
sati  to  be  a  ahip ;  at  three-4|aerteis  past  1,  diseev> 
ered  another sailahcad;  made  tbemoBtai^P.M. 
to  be  both  ships,  standing  elose  hauled  witk  tfteir 
surboard  Ucks  on  board.  At  4  P.  M.  Che  vmtb- 
ermost  ship  ms^e  signals,  and  bore  np  Isr  her 
consort,  then  about  ten  milea  to  fteward*,  we 
bore  up  after  her,  and  set  lower  tepaaasii^  topga^ 
knt,  and  royal  studding  saila  in  chase;  ai  Aalf 
past  .4,  carried  away  our  main  royal  onst;  took 
in  the  sails  and  g:ot  another  prepared.  At  5  P. 
M.  commenced  firing  on  the  ohaae.  from  ont  two 
larboard  bow  guns;  our  shot  falling  shoft,eesasd 
firing;  at  half  .past  5,  finding  it  impoestble  lo 
prevent  their  juoetion,  cleared  ship  for  actios, 
then  about  four  miles  from  the  two  ^'ps;  si 
forty  minutes  after  5,  they  passed  within  haii 
of  each  other,  and  hauled  by  the  wiad  on  the 
starboard  uck,  hauled  up  their  eoaram^  aadpss- 
pared  to  receive  us ;  at  u>rty-fi ve  mtaaisi  pssl  5, 
they  made  all  sail  dose  hauled  by  tbs  wind,  in 
hopes  of  getting  to  windward  of  «a;  at  fifty-five 
minutes  past  ^,  finding  themselves  disnppainted 
in  their  obtieet,  and  we  were  eioaii^  with  tkam 
fast,  they  shortened  sail,  and  formed  on  a  line  of 
wind  about  half  a  cable's  length  Cromeaah  other. 
At  6  P.  M.,  having  them  under  command  of  onr 
buttery,  hoisted  our  colors,  which  was  aaawetsd 
by  both  ships  hoisting  BngUsh  easigna.  At  fire 
minutes  post  6,  ranged  up  on  the  atarboard  side 
of  the  steramost  shtp.i^ot  three  himdfed  yaidi 
distant,  and  commenced  the  aetton  by  breadsidcib 
both  shijps  returning  our  fire  with  great  spiiit  foe 
about  fifteen  minutes ;  then  the  lire  of  tbe  enenj 
beginning  to  slacken,  and  the  grmt  eoloma  of 
smoke  cwected  nnder  our  lee  indneed  es  lo  ecaae 
our  fire  to  ascertain  their  postiiens  and  condi- 
tions; and  in  abont  three  minotei^  the  amokc 
clearing  away,  we  found  oundres  abreast  of  tbe 
headmost  ship,  the  stcromest  ship  luffing  up  ibr 
our  larboard  quarter ;  we  poured  a  broad»lde  inis 
the  hmdmost  ship,  and  then  bmced  aback  oar 
main  and  mizzen  topmils,  and  backed  astern  no- 
der  cover  of  the  smoke^  abreast  the  sternaost 
ship ;  when  tbe  action  was  continued  with  sfuii 
and  considerable  efiect  until  thirty-five  missies 
past  6,  when  the  enemy's  Bit  ngaia  sbctoed, 
aad  we  discovered  the  headmnat  beartii  up; 
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ftll«d  our  toprailSy  thot  ahead,  aM  sare  ker  two 
stern  rakes;  we  then  diseorered  the  aterttnosi 
ship  wearing  ako,  wora  skip  immediately  after 
her,  and  gave  her  a  stern  rake,  she  latRng  too  on 
oar  starboard  bows,  and  gifiof  us  her  larboard 
broadside }  we  ranged  op  on  her  larboard  qnarter 
witbiD  hail,  and  was  aboot  to  gfire  her  oar  atar« 
board  broadside,  when  she  strtiok  her  colors,  fired 
a  lee  gun,  and  i^ielded.  At  fifty  miootes  past  fi, 
took  possession  of  His  Majesty's  tdiip  Vfwati 
Captain  Gordon  Falcon,  mounting  thirty*fo^f 
goas.  At  8  P.  M.  filled  away  after  her  eonaart, 
which  was  etiN  in  sight  to  leeward ;  at  half  past  8. 
found  her  staikding  towards  us,  with  hevstarboard 
tack  dose  hauled,  with  lopgalknt  sails  set,  and 
colors  flying ;  at  fifty  minutes  paat  .«ight,  raiig<ed 
close  along  side  to  windward  i>f  kerf  on  oppaaita 
tacks,  and  exchaagad  broadsides,  wore  immedi- 
ately under  her  stem  and  raked  her  with  a  braad- 
sidcf  she  then  crowded  all  sail,  and  endeavored 
to  escape  by  running ;  hauled  on  board  our  tacks, 
set  spanker  and  flying  jib  in  chase;  at  half  past 
9f  commenced  firing  on  her  from  our  starboard 
bow  chaser,  gave  her  several  shot,  which  cut  her 
spars  and  rigging  considerably ;  at  10  P.  M.,  find- 
ing they  could  not  escape,  fired  a  gun,  struck  her 
colors,  and  yielded.  We  immediately  took  pos- 
session of  Ens  Majesty's  ship  Levant, Hon.  Cap- 
tain Qeofffe  Douglas,  mounting  twenty-one  guns. 
At  1  A.  M.  the  damsges  of  our  rig^ng  were  re- 

S aired,  sails  shifted,  and  the  ship  in  nghting  con- 
ition. 

No.  4.^(7enens2  Oitlert. 
U.  8.  Frioatb  C0H8TITUT10H, 

JFk6niary23, 1815. 

Csptain  Stewart  takes  the  first  opportunity  of 
returning  his  thanks  to  the  officers,  seamen,  ordi- 
nary seamen,  and  marines  of  this  ship,  for  their 
gallantry,  order,  and  discipline,  displayed  by  all 
under  his  command  on  the  niffht  of  the  dOth  in- 
stant, while  engaged  with  HisMajesty's  late  ships 
Cyane  and  Levant,  and  congratulates  them  on 
the  glorious  result  of  their  exertions;  a  result 
which  could  not  have  been  produced  against  so 
superior  a  force,  commanded  by  distinguished 
officers,  without  the  energy  and  order  so  con- 
spicuously eihibited  by  all  on  that  occasion. 
We  were  not  only  outnumbered  in  guns  and 
weight  of  metal  by  the  enemy,  but  had  also  to 
contend  with  a  more  active  class  of  vessels,  and 
a  divided  force,  which  gave  to  them  every  ad- 
vantage. Be  assured  that  the  laurels  you  have 
acquired  for  yourselves  will  never  fade,  and  that 
the  share  of  glory  you  have  given  to  jrour  coon- 
try  will  be  hailed  by  your  fellow-citizens  with 
the  greatest  satisfaction,  and  posterity,  in  behold- 
ing the  trophies  gained  by  your  gallant  predeces- 
sors in  victory,  shall  view  with  gratelol  sensa- 
tions the  two  which  you  have  added  to  their 
number. 

You  will  accept  his  thanks  for  the  promptness 
with  which  you  repaired  the  damages  and  secured 
the  three  sbips,  and  he  assures  you  that  it  will 
not  be  least  among  your  merits,  when  it  is  known, 


that  in  one  hour  after  a  contest  so  severe,  your 
own  ship  was  ready  to  fight  another  action,  and 
your  prises  enabled  to  m»e  sail. 

The  exoelleat  example  hitherto  shown  by  onr 
nnval  victors  in  their  respect  towards  the  peiaons 
and  property  of  a  subdued  enemy,  bo  trusts^  will 
not  be  deviated  from  by  any  under  hiscomamnd ; 
surely,  there  can  be  none  among  you  who  can  be 
desirous  of  tarnishing  so  much  of  your  weU- 
eamed  glory,  as  to  hesitate  between  the  choice 
of  being  scornfully  pointed  at  as  a  pluDderer|  or 
to  perceive  the  fiager  df  satisfaction  selecting 
you  as  a  hero.  If,  therefore,  any  of  you  have 
unwarily  possessed  yourselves  improperly  of  either 
public  or  private  property,  he  commands  you  to 
give  it  immediately  to  the  commanding  officer. 
You  surely  cannot  wish  to  bring  disgrace  on 
your  eomaumder  or  your  officers,  whom  you  have 
so  gallantly  supported. 

It  is  nrach  to  he  regretted,  that  onoaeasiona 
like  the  present,  the  commander  is  not  perttitMd 
to  see  With  hiaown  eyes  the  distiagoished  mar* 
ita  of  each  oBioer,that  he  might  thank  tham^in* 
dividually  for » their  exertions,  hut  as  nil  must 
have  done  their  duty  wall  to  produce  such.  deei«> 
sive  effect,  he  begs  they  wtll.reeelve  his  thanka 
coUeatively.  He  tenders  to  the  officers  oom* 
mandiag  the  gundeek,  forecastle,  and  quarler- 
deek  divisions,  his  thuks  for  the  steady  and  in- 
oessant  fire  kept  up  by  their  batteries,  the  vi^Mity 
of  which .  nothing  could  surpass.  To  GaptaiA 
Henderson  and  Lieutenant  Free  uksn,  com  mending 
the  mannca,  Im  owea  his  grateful  Ihaain  for  the 
lively  and  well-directed  Stt  kept  up  byihede-^ 
tnehment  nnder  their  command.  Heiihanka  Mr. 
Hizoo.  and  the  officers  stationed  on  the  forecas- 
tle and  tops,  for  their  steady  attention  to  ordera, 
and  the  promptness  with  which  they  replaced 
everything  important  that  was  shot  away.  To 
Mr.  Pottinger,  and  the  officers  superintending  the 
magazines  and  passages,  he  gives  his  thanks  for 
the  facility  with  which  every  essential  was  fur- 
nished the  batteries  from  their  departments.  To 
Doctor  Kearney,  and  his  assistants  in  the  cock- 
pit, he  feels  great  obligations  for  their  humanity 
and  skill  in  relieving  and  assisting  the  wouoded. 
Captain  Stewart  bm  Lieutenant  Ballard  to  ac- 
cept his  thanks  for  the  prompt  assistance  he  gave 
him  in  all  the  operations  and  mancBUvres  of  the 
ship,  for  the  alacrity  with  which  every  order  was 
attended  to,  and  the  promptness  with  which  they 
were  executed,  and  he  assures  him  that  the  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  displayed  by  him  on 
that  occasion  will  make  a  lasting  impression  on 
his  gratitude.  To  Mr.  Humphreys,  commanding 
the  lag-guard^  and  the  officers  attached  to  him 
as  aids,  he  gives  his  thanks,  and  assures  them 
that  he  is  highly  satisfied  with  their  gallantry 
and  support. 

No.  5. 

U.  S.  Frigate  CoffSTiTirrroN, 
Of  Ne»  York,  May  18, 1815. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  an  act  of  Congress,  I  have 
the  pleasure  to  transmit  to  you  the  fiags  of  His 
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Public  Act$  of  Congre$9* 


An  Act'lo  repeal  to  nmeh  of  an  aet,  waed  on  the 
twenty-thM  day  of  ]>ecember,  one  uouaaud  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen^  at  imposes  addiHeml  d«liet 
on  poatage. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
tbirty-firt t  day  of  March  next,  so  much  of  the  act, 
tmkneA  *^Aii  aet  to  proride  addftiimal  rrrfiMiea 
for  defraying  the  ezjpettaes  of  QovenimcBt  and 
maiotainmg  the  public  credit,  by  duties  on  sales 
at  auction,  and  on  licenses  to  reuil  wines,  spirit- 
uous liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  and  for 
increasing  the  rates  of  postage,"  passed  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  December,  one  thousand  ei|rht  hun- 
dred ana  fourteen,  as  imposes  additional  duties  on 
{postage,  be,  and  the  vame  is  hereby,  repealed. 
Approved,  February  1,  t816. 

An  Act  continuing  in  force  certain  acts  laying  duties 
on  bank  notes,  refined  sugars,  and  for  other  por- 
poeef. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^.,  That  the  act,  entitled  ''An 
get  iayioj?  duties  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  mnd 
certain  companies ;  on  notes,  bonds,  and  obliga- 
tions, discounted  by  banks,  bankers,  and. certain 
companies;  and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain 
dascriptioas,''  passed  the  second  day  of  August, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  and  the 
atU  supplemeiitary  to  said  act,  passed  the  tenth 
day  or  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

Sad  fourteen,  and  the  act^  entitled  *^An  act  laytitiir 
uties  on  sugar  refined  within  the  United  States,'' 
passed  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  July,  one  thou- 
fand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  shall  he,  and  the 
aame  are  hereby,  continued  in  force;  anything 
in  the  said  acts  in  anywise  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 
Approved,  February  l,  1816. 

kn  Act  to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  Imposing  additional  duties  upon  all  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  from  any  foreign  port  or 
plaee,  and  ibr  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted^  (fc,  That  the  additional  duties 
vpon  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
into  the  United  States,  and  upon  the  tonnage  of 
vessels,  imposed  by  the  act,  entitled  '^An  act  for 
imposing  additional  duties  iipon  all  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  from  any  foreign  port 
dr  place,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  on  the 
irst  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eig^ht 
hundred  and  twelve,  shall  continue  to  be  laid, 
levied,  and  collected  in  the  mode  therein  pre- 
scribed, {(ubject  in  all  respects  to  the  same  regula- 
tions and  provibions,  and  wltb  the  like  fines,  pen- 
alties, forfeitures,  and  remedies  for  breaches  or  the 
law.  as  are  now  provided  by  law,  until  th$  thir- 
tieth, day  of  June  next,  anything  in  the  said  act 
to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywise  notwithstand- 
ing. 

Bsc.  i.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That,  from 
and  after  the  said  thirtieth  dayof  June  next,  there 
ihall  be  laid,  levied,  and  collected,  iu  the  manner 
and  under  the  regulations  and  allowances  now 

Erescribed  by  law,  for.  the  collection  and  draw- 
aek  of  duties  on  foreign  goods,  wares,  and*  mer^  I; 


chandise,an  additional  duty  of  fotij-two  per  cent 
on  the  duties  which  shall  then  exist  on  foreign 
goods,  Ivafes,  and  merehaadiae,  antil  a  new  tariff 
of  duties  shall  be  established  by  law. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  Thatnotbfog 
in  this  act  contained  shall  be  so  eoostroed  as  ro 
emtimveafe  wsf  praritian  of  any  iiammiiiial 
jtraaty,  or  convention,  eoncladed  taween  the 
United  States  and  any  Foreign  Power  or  Btaia; 
nor  so  as  to  impair,  or  in  anywise  affect  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  aeveral  acts  imposing  do  ties  on  the 
tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
as  imposes  a  dtseriminating  doty  on  tooasee  he^ 
ew«en  forei|ii  ressels  and  resseis  of  xht  Ooited 
States,  and  between  goods  imported  ato  the 
United  States  in  foreign  vessels  nnd  in  restels  of 
t4ie  IhHiefi  Btates,"  passed  on  the  AM  day  of 
March,  in  th«  fear  one  thoiisalid  cigkft  %iHidied 
and  fifteen. 

Apprared,  February  5, 1^6. 


An  Act  to  continue  in  force  *'An  act  sntttlsd  an  act 
laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt,  grantiiY  a  fconn^ 
on  pidUed  fish  exported,  and  allowanesi  Co  «flrfata 
vessela  employed  in  the  fisheHea." 

Be  it  enacted,  f^,  That  the  act,  entitled  *  An 
act  laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt,  granting  a 
bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  allowances  to 
certain  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries"  pasxd 
on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirtoea,  shall  he, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  continued  in  force,  nay- 
thing  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  thereof  lo 
anywise  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  February  9, 1816. 


An  Act  coneemiagCeftaiB  Croarts  oC  tha  UaitaABlaaas 
in  the  8lal»  of  New  Yorib 

Be  4t  Mooted,  fc.,  That  no  legal  praeeedtegs 
whatever  in  the  eoorts  of  the  United  Slates,  for 
tha  northern  district  of  New  Torlr,  shall  he  dia- 
oontinoed,  abated,  tmnaired,  or  affeeied,  hy  teaaoa 
that  the  last  ternM  of  the  divcriet  eonrt  for  the 
said  northern  district,  appointed  to  be  hM  at 
Utica  and  Oaaaadaigaa  were  not  held,  but  that 
every  fmoe«#ln|  whatever  shall  be  in  the  same 
state,  and  have  Ihe  same lovee  and  eflfect,  as  if  the 
said  leMu  had  l^sen  duly  held. 

Approved,  Febraaey  15,  i81€. 


AA* 


An  Act  to  incrssae  the  pensions  of  Robert  White,  J». 
cob  Wrighter,  John  Young,  and  John  Cramperaay. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  (here  he,  and  hereby 
is,  granted  to  Robert  White,  of  Readii^,  in  the 
State  of  Vermont,  who,  in  the  defence  of  Fort 
Brie,  lost  both  hiR  arms  hy  a  cannon  shtit,  in  lien 
of  the  pension  to  which  be  is  now  entitled  by  law, 
a  pension  of  forty  dollars  per  month,  to  commence 
on  the  fiAh  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eigkc 
hundred  and  fifteen;  to  Jacob  Wrighter,  of  ae 
city  of  Trenton,  in  the  State  of  New  Jer^,  who 
lost  his  right  arm  and  right  leg  at  the  eaptaie  of 
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Little  York,  in  U^perCanad&f  iri  Tieu  of  the  pen- 
%ion  to  which  he  is  now  entitled  by  Ibw,  a  peo- 
sion  of  thirty  dolhirs  per  month,  to  commence  ob 
the  tenth  day  of  May«  one  thousand  eight  htfnd-. 
red  and  fifteen ;  to  Mm  Tonng,  of  the  town  of 
Aia^oo,  «Bd  Staie  nf  MftflMehnaetta,  who  i#sl  beffa 
arms  at  Frcoali  Creek,  to  d^jvemfttng  the  river 
Su  Lawrence,  by  a  cannon  4>ali,  in  lieu  of  the 
pension  to  which  be  i«  now  emitted  hy  Jaw,  a 
pension  of  forty  dollars  jier  month,  to  eonoteoee' 
xrom  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  one  ihouaand 
eight  hundred  and  fifieen;  and  to  John  Cramper-: 
aey,  of  the  town  of  Beverly,  nnd  State  of  Uassa-' 
choseUs.  who  lost  both  arma  io  the  kte  w«r  with' 
Great  Britain,  in  Ueu  of  the  yenstoo  to  whioh  be, 
is  now  entitled  by  taw,  a  pension  of  forty  dollars 
per  mootb,  to  coameoce  frooa  tbe  fifteenth  day; 
of  November,  one  tltousaod  eight  baodred  and 
fourteen;  and  tbe  deereury  of  VlTar  is  hereby  di- 
:rected  to  place  the  ^aid  hobert  White,  Jaeob 
Wrighter,  John  Young,  nnd  John  Ceauiper^y, 
on  the  pension  list  aeoordingly. 
Approved,  Pebraary  S9,  iai6. 

An  Act  to  repeal  the  duties  on  certain  articles  fflsnn- 
tetured  within  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  act,  entitled  *^An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  dutie:*  on  various  ^oud:i, 
wares,  and  merchandii»e,  manufactured  within  the 
United  Slates,"  passed  the  eighteeotli  of  Jaauary, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  and  also 
tbe  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenue  for  defraying  the  ezpenata  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  duty  on  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware,  aud 
jewelry,  and  paste  work,  manufactured  within 
the  United  States,"  passed  on  tbe  twenty-seven ih 
of  February*  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed : 
Pnmdedy  That  fur  the  recovery  and  receipt  of 
such  duties  as  have  accrued,  aud  remain  out- 
standing, and  for  the  recovery  and  distribution  of 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  and  tbe  remission 
thereof,  which  have  been  incurred  in  relation  to 
any  duty  which  shall  have  heretofore  accrued, 
the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  acts  shall  remain 
in  full  force  aud  virtue. 

Approved,  February  22, 1816. 


An  Act  rewmiding  the  oftcers  and  erew  of  th6  irtoop-of- 
WM*  Hornet,  for  the  captare  and  destmetion  of  An 
British  iloep^-war  Penguin.  ^ 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  tbe  (^resident  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  bereby,  authorized  to 
have  distributed,  as  prize  monev,  to  Captain  James 
Biddle,  of  the  sloop-of-war  Hornet,  his  officers, 
and  crew,  the  sum  of  twenty-fire  tnpusand  dot- 
lars,  for  the  capture  and  deatraction  vf  the  Britiak 
sloop-of-war  Penguin ;  and  that  the  sum  of  twen- 
ty-five thousand  dollars,  ont  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  ba^  and  tbb 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  for  the  ptirpose 
aforesaid. 

Approved,  February  28, 1816. 

An  Aet  toaeeeatam  «ba  Oeafention  to  logdala  lbs 
cammam  batwaea  the  tatriloriea  of  the  ffiaitad 
Btatea  and  Hia  Britsnatc  M^ty. 

Be  it  enaetied,  f  e..  That  so  meob  of  an^  atft  tfs 
imposes  a  higher  duty  of  tonoage,  or  of  impoai, 
on  vessels  and  artiotea  inpoited  in  veaaels  of 
Great  Britain,  Ibim  on  vessela  and  articles  hfl- 
ported  in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  contrary  tD 
the  provisions  of  tbe  OMv^mioB  between  tbe 
United  States  and  His  Britaante  Majesty,  tbe 
t^tificattons  whereof  were  mntually  exchanged 
cbe  twenty-second  dav  of  December,  one  tboas* 
and  eight  bandred  and  fifteen,  be,  from  and  after 
the.  date  of  the  ratification  of  tbe  aaid  eonveatioa, 
and  dmng  tbe  continitanee  thereof,  deemed  nnd 
taken  to  be  of  ao  ibree  or  elStet. 

Approred)  March  1^  1816. 


An  Aet  Ihr  the  relief  of  John  Kedman  Goxe. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c.  That  the  duties  wbieb  bare 
been  secured  lo  be  paid  by  John  Redman  Coze 
to  tbe  United  State^  on  the  importation  into  tbe 
same  of  a  philosophical  apparatua,  and  of  a  aol- 
lection  of  mineral  substances,  to  be  u>ed  by  him 
as  professor  of  chemistry  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  remit- 
ted, on  safllcient  proof  being  made,  to  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury,  that  the  articles  above- 
mentioned  have  been  imported  by  the  said  Coze, 
to  be  naed  for  tbe  purposes  aforementioned. 

Approved,  Febrnary  )98, 1816. 


An  Act  to  reduce  tbe  amount  of  direct  tax  npon  tfaa 
United  Sutas,  and  the  District  of  Colnmbia,  fbr  the 
year  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  aizteen ;  and 
to  repeal  in  part  the  ac^  entitled  *'An  act  to  pro- 
vide additional  revenue  for  defraying  the  eiqpenaas 
of  Oovemment,  and  maintainingtbe  public  credit; 
by  lading  a  direct  tax  apon  the  U nited  States,  and 
to  Dfovide  for  assesamg  and  coBeeting  the  same  ;** 
and  dso  the  act,  entitled  <*An  aet  to  provide  add^ 
tional  revenue  Ibr  defrayng  ^e  ezpenaea  of  Oov- 
emment, and  malatainint  the  pnblie  eredh,  bv  bry^ 
lag  a  direet  tax  open  tbe  District  of  Ooiambia.^' 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  so  much  of  tbe  act 
entitled  **Ao  \act  to  provide  additional  rerenues 
for  defraying  tbe  expenses  of  Ohrvemment,  and 
maintaining  the  (>ublic  credit,  by  laying  a  direct 
tax  npon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for 
assessing  and  collecting  tbe  same,"  passed  on  the 
ninth  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hnndned 
and  fifteen,  as  lays  a  direct  tax  of  six  milHons  of 
dollars  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixteen,  and  for  succeeding  years,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sbo.  8.  And  be  U  Jufther  enacted,  That  a  di- 
rect tax  of  three  millions  of  dollars  be,  and  tb^ 
same  is  bereby,  laid  upon  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen, 
and  apportioned  to  the  States  respectively,  in  th^ 
manner,  and  according  to  tbe  sums  prescribed  by 
tbe  first  sectiofi  of  an  aet.  entitled  ^am  act  to  la^ 
and  tMtti  a  tfir^t  tax  within  the  Oattad  Sutea,^ 
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and  aU  th«  proTisions  of  the  act,  entitled  ''Ao  aet 
to  pro?ide  additional  reTenoes  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Gtovernment,  and  maintaiaing  the 
poblic' credit,  bf  laying  a  direct  tax  ujx>n  the 
United  Slates,  and  to  profide  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  same,"  passed  on  the  ninth  of  Jan- 
uary, one  tboQsand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  ex* 
eept  so  far  as  the  same  have  been  Taried  by  sub- 
ae^uent  acts,  and  excepting  the  first  section  of  the 
said  act.  shall  be  held  to  apply  to  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  the  direct  tax  of  three  millions 
of  dollars,  hereby  laid  upon  theUniied  States. 

Sfic.  3.  And  be  U  Jurther  enactedy  That  so 
moch  of  the  act,  entitled  ^'An  aet  to  provide  ad-, 
ditional  revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Qovernment,  and  maintaining  the  poblic  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia," passed  the  iwenty-aeventh  of  February, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fif- 
teen, as  lays  a  direct  tax  of  nineteen  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars  and  forty 
cents,  upon  the  said  District^  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen^  and  for  snc- 
eeeding  years,  be,  and  the  same  u  hereby,  re- 
pealed. 

Sao.  4.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted,  That  a  di- 
lect  tax  of  nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-nine dollars  and  twenty  cents  be,  and  the  aarae 
ia  hereby,  laid  upon  the  District  of  Culumbia,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  andsliteen, 
and  all  the  profisions  of  the  act,  entitled  **An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Qoverament.  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,'' passed  on  the  twenty-seventh 
day  of  February,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen,  except  so  far  as  the  same 
have  been  varied  by  subsequent  acts,  shall  be  held 
to  apply  to  the  assessment  and  collection  of  the 
direct  tax  which  is  hereiobefure  laid  upon  the  said 
District. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted.  That  when- 
«ver  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  be  duly 
advised  of  the  assumption  by  any  State  of  the  pay- 
joent  of  iu  quou  of  the  said  direct  tax,  he  shall 
give  directions  to  the  assessors  of  such  State  to 
suspend  the  farther  exeoution  of  their  respective 
offices  in  relation  to  this  act :  Prwridedt  That  if 
any  State,  so  assuming  the  payment  of  iu  quota 
of  said  direct  ux,  shall  fail  to  pay  the  same  at  the 
time  fixed  upon  for  such  payment,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  shall  instruct  the  assessors  of  said 
State  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  their  respec- 
tive duties,  in  relation  to  this  aet. 

Sac  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  if 
either  the  States  of  Oliio  or  Loaiitiana  shall  pay 
its  quota  of  the  direct  tax  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  entitled  **Aa  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expensea  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States, 
and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the 
aame,"  the  L**gislaiure  thereof  shall  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to  collect 
of  all  the  purchasers  of  poblic  lands  under  any 
law  of  the  Untied  Sutes,  a  just  and  equal  propor^ 


lion  of  the  quota  of  said  States  retpecitrely,  the 
compact  between  the  United  States  and  tiie  said 
States  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Approved,  March  5, 1816. 


Ab  Ad  granting  boonlieB  ia  lands  and 
certain  Gsaadlsniwlnntesn* 
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Be  it  enacted,  ^c^  That  all  such  persoai  as 
had  been  citizens  of  the  United  States  anterior  to 
the  late  war,  and  were  at  its  eommeneeaiettt  in- 
habitants of  the  province  of  Canada,  and  who, 
during  the  said  war,  joined  thenrmtesof  theUst- 
ted  States  as  volunteers,  aid  were  slain,  died  ia 
service,  or  continued  therein  till  honorably  dis- 
charged, shall  be  entitled  to  the  Mlowing  quan- 
tities of  land  reypeetively ,  vis :  Bach  colonel  nine 
hundred  and  sixty  acres;  each  oaajor  to  eicbt 
hundred  acres;  each  captain  six  hundred  aad 
forty  acres ;  each  subaltern  officer  to  foor  hood- 
red  and  eighty  acres;  each  ooo-ccH&aiiastotted 
officer,  musician,  or  private,  to  three  hundred  ssd 
twenty  acres ;  and  the  bounties  aforesaid  shtlf 
extend  to  the  medical  and  other  stafi^  who  shall 
rank  according  to  their  pay.  Aad  it  shall  hehiw- 
ful  for  the  said  persons  to  locate  their  claims  in 
quarter  sections,  upon  any  of  the  unappropriaied 
lands  of  the  Uniied  States,  within  the  lodisoM 
Territory,  which  shall  have  been  surfeyrd  prior 
to  such  location,  with  the  exception  of  salt  springs 
and  lead  mines  therein,  and  of  the  quantities  of 
land  adjacent  thereto  which  may  be  reserved  for 
the  use  of  the  ssme,  by  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  section  number  sixteen  ia 
every  township,  to  be  granted  to  the  inhabitants 
of  such  township  for  the  use  of  public  schools; 
which  locations  shall  be  subject  to  such  regula- 
tions^ as  to  priority  of  choice,  and  the  manner  of 
location,  as  the  President  or  the  United  States 
shall  prescribe. 

Sbc.  2.  Afi^  be  U  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  for  the 
time  being,  shall^from  time  to  time,  under  such 
rules  and  rejtulations  as  to  evidence  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  prescribe,  issue  to 
every  person  coming  within  the  description  afore- 
said, a  warrant  for  such  quantitv  of  Isnd  as  be 
naay  be  entitled  to  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  pro- 
vision; and  in  case  of  the  death  of  such  person, 
then  such  warrant  shall  be  issued  to  his  widow, 
or,  if  no  widow,  to  his  child  or  children. 

8x0.  a  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  die 
Treasurer  of  the  Uniied  Sutes  be,  aad  he  is  here- 
by, authorixed  and  required  to  pay  to  each  of  the 
persons  aforesaid  three  months  addiiioaal  pny^ 
aeeordiog  to  the  rank  they  respectively  held  ia 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  duriag  the  late 
war. 

Approved,  Mareh  5, 1816. 

An  Act  msking  appToprtstaons  for  ordnanos  and  ord- 
nsnos  Btorss,  Ibr  the  year  one  tlioasand  eight  hono- 
red and  ttzteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc..  That  for  the  expense  of  ord- 
nance and  ordnance  stores,  Including  araeub, 
magazines,  and  armoues^  for  the  /ear  one  thsos- 
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Mid  eight  liMdred  and  ttxieen,  tht  foltowingsQuis 
be,  sod  the  same  are  hereby,  respectiYely  appro- 
priated.  that  is  to  say :  for  armories,  three  hund- 
red aoa  tbirty-serea  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-eight  dollars  twenty-five  cents;  for  arsenals, 
three  hundred  and  eighty-three  thousand  dollars; 
for  timber  for  mountinff  cannon,  seventy-five 
thousand  doUsrs ;  for  coals,  iron,  and  steel,  seven- 
ty-nine thousand  dollars;  for  contracts  for  gun- 
powder, ninety-three  thousand  dollars;  for  con- 
tracts for  cannon,  shot,  and  shells,  one  hundred 
and  eleven  thousand  dollars;  in  part  of  the  an- 
Doal  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  ap- 
propriated for  the  purpose  of  providing  arms  and 
military  equipments  tor  the  militia,  eighty-nine 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  18,  1816. 


An  Act  to  dianse  the  mode  of  eonponaatioii  tar  the 
memben  of  the  Senate  and  Hmtsa  of  Reprasenta^ 
tives,  and  the  Delegales  lirom  Territortea. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  inatead  of  the  daily 
compeasation  now  allowed  by  law,  there  shall  be 
paid  annually  to  the  Senators,  ftepreseotativea, 
and  Delegates  from  Territoriea.  of  this  and  every 
future  Congress  of  the  United  States,  the  follow- 
ing sums,  respectively:  that  is  to  say,  ta  the 
Pieaideot  of  the  Senate,  pro  tempore,  when  there 
is  tto  Vice  President,  and  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives!  three  thousand  dollars 
each  ;  to  each  Senator,  member  of  the  Houjie  of 
Representatives,  other  than  the  Speaker  and  Del- 
egates, the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars :  Pro' 
mded,  neteriheU»9y  That  in  case  any  Senator, 
Represenative,  or  Delegate,  shall  not  attend  in 
his  place  at  ibe  day  on  which  Congress  shall 
convene,  or  shall  absent  himself  before  the  close 
of  the  session,  a  deduction  shall  be  made  from 
Ibe  sum  which  would  otherwise  be  allowed  to 
bim,  in  proportion  to  the  lime  of  his  abseaee, 
saving  to  the  cases  of  sickness  the  same  ptovis* 
ions  as  are  established  by  existing  laws.  And 
the  aforesaid  allowance  shall  be  ceritfied  and  paid 
in  the  same  manner  aa  the  daily  compenaaiion  to 
membera  of  Coagreaa  baa  heretofore  been. 
Approved,  March  19, 1816. 

An  Act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  Circnit  and 
District  CourU  of  the  United  8totas»  for  the  District 
of  Vermont. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.^  That  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  within  and  for  the  district  of  Ver- 
mont, instead  of  the  first  day  of  May,  shall  here- 
after be  holden  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  May, 
and  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  within 
and  for  the  said  di.«trict,  instead  of  the  seventh 
day  of  May,  shall  hereafter  be  holden  on  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  May,  at  the  place  now 
fixed  by  law  for  holding  the  said  courts. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  in- 
dictments, informations,  suits,  or  actions  and  pro- 


ceedings of  every  kind,  whether  of  a  civil  or 
criminal  nature,  now  pending  in  the  said  courts, 
respectively,  shall  have  day  in  court  and  be  pro- 
ceeded in,  heard^  ^^'®^j  ^"^  determined  on  the 
days  herein  appointed  for  holding  the  said  courts 
respectively,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  might, 
and  ought  to  have  been  done,  bad  the  said  courts 
been  holden,  respectively,  on  the  first  and  seventh 
days  of  May,  as  heretofore  directed  by  law. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
writs,  suits,  actions,  recognizances,  or  other  pro* 
ceediogs  which  are  or  shall  be  instituted,  sued, 
commenced,  had,  or  taken  to  the  said  circuit 
court  to  have  been  holden  as  heretofore  on  the 
first  day  of  May  next,  or  to  the  said  district  court 
to  have  been  holden  as  heretofore  on  the  seveutb 
day  of  May  next,  shall  be  returnable  to,  entered 
in,  heard,  tried,  and  have  day  in  court  in  each  of 
the  said  courts,  respectivelv,  to  be  holden  at  the 
times  hereinbefore  directeJ,  in  the  same  manner 
as  might  and  ought  to  have  been  done,  had  the 
said  courts  been  holden,  respectively,  on  the  first 
and  seventh  days  of  May,  as  heretofore  directed 
by  law. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  at 
any  time  hereafter,  the  day  or  days  prescribed  bv 
this  act  fur  holding  either  of  the  said  courts  shall 
be  a  Sunday,  such  court  shall  commence  and  be 
holdeh  on  the  following  day. 

Approved,  March  22, 1816. 


An  Aetrelatife  to  endeaee  in  eases 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  certificate  of  re- 
port and  registry,  required  aa  evidence  of  the 
time  of  arrival  in  the  United  States,  according  to 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  fourteenth  of 
A  or  it,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two.  ea- 
tiiled  "  An  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of 
naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore 
passed  on  this  subject ;  and  also  a  certificate  from 
the  proper  clerk  or  prothonotary,  of  the  declara- 
tion of^in  ten  lion,  made  before  a  court  of  record, 
and  required  as  the  first  condition,  according  to 
the  first  section  of  said  act,  shall  be  exhibited  by 
every  alien,  on  his  application  to  be  admitted  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  said 
act,  who  shall  have  arrived  within  the  limits  and 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  since 
the  eighteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  and  shall  each  be  recited  at 
full  length  in  the  record  of  the  court  admitting 
such  alien ;  otherwise  he  shall  not  be  deemed  to 
have  complied  with  the  conditions  requisite  for 
becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States;  and  anf 
pretended  admission  of  an  alien,  who  shall  have 
arrived  within  the  limits  and  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States,  since  the  said  eigh- 
teenth day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve,  to  be  a  citizen  after  the  promulga- 
tion of  this  act,  without  such  recital  or  each  cer- 
tificate at  full  length,  shall  be  of  no  validity  or 
efiect  under  the  act  aioresaid. 

Sbo.  2.  Provided,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  no- 
thing herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  ex- 
clude from  admission  to  citizenship  any  free  white 
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fereoQ  who  was  residiog  withia  (be  limUoi  «od 
under  ch«  jurisdiction  of  tne  Uniied  8ute«  a^any 
time  between  the  eighteenth  day  of  June,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and 
the  foucteenth  day  of  ApfiL  one  thousand  eight 
huodred  and  two,  and  wnQ«  having  continued  to 
ittide  therein  without  having  made  any  declara- 
tion of  intention  before  a  court  of  record,  aa  afore- 
said, may  be  entitled  to  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  according  tathe  a«tof  the  iweniy- 
aixth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
four,  entitled  '^Anaot,  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled 
*  An  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturaliza- 
tion, and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  i»ssed  on  that 
subject.'*  Wlienever  any  person  wit4K)ut  a  cer- 
tificate of  such  declaration  of  intention,  as  afure- 
aliid,  shall  make  application  to  be  admitted  a  cit- 
igen  of  the  United  States,  it  shall  be  praved  tp  the 
satisfaction  of  the  court  that  the  applicaat  was 
residiog  within  the  limits  and  ui&der  the  jujrisdic- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  before  the  fourteec^th 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  a^id 
two,  and  nas  continued  to  reside  within  thesatne, 
or  he  shall  not  be  so  admitted.  And  the  residence 
of  tlie  applicant  within  tbn  iimUi  vA  a^der  the 
juriadiction  of  the  United  States  for  a|  least  five 
years  immediately  pceeeding.  the  time  of  such 
application  shall  oe  proved  by  the  oath  ov  aflb ma- 
turn  of  citizens  of  the  United  States;  which  cit- 
izens shall  be  named  ia  tha.  record  as  witnesses. 
And  such  continued  residence  within  the  limits 
aad  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
iplian  saMefftoioiilip  praT«d^aad  i^  pkoaor  ptacas 
where  the  afuplicant  has  resided  for  at  le^t  Eve 
years,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  stated  and  set  forth, 
together  with  the  names  oC  such  citizens  in  the 
record  of  the  court  admitting  the  applicant:  other* 
wise  the  same  shall  not  entitle  him  to  be  consid- 
ered and  deemed  a  citizen  of  the  United.  States. 
Approved,  March  22, 1816. 

An  Act  anthorisng  a  sohscciption  Ibr  tha  printing  of  a 
second  edition  of  tiie  Public  Docnments.. 

Atfcnac^ed^  ^^  That  the  Siecretary  of  State 
be,  and  be  is  hereby*  authorized  to  subscribe  for 

Snd  receive,  for  the  use  and  disposal  of  Congress, 
ve  hundred  copies  of  the  second  j^nd  improved 
aditioo  of  State  papers  and  public  documents) 
proposed  to  be  printed  by  T.  0.  Wait  and  Sons; 
the  said  edition  to  be  comprised  in  nine  volumes; 
and  the  aforesaid  copies  to  be  delivered^  in  strong 
leather  binding,  at  the  Department  ot  State,,  at 
the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  a  quarter  for  eacli 
volume. 

Sfio.  %.  And  be  it  Jkrthar  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  State  be^  and  is  hereby,  aulliorized. 
on  the  delivery,  as  aforesaid,  of  five  hundred 
copies  of  the  first  volume  of  the  said  edition,  to 
pay  for  the  same  at  the  rate  aforesaid ;  and  in 
like  manner  to  pay  for  the  same  number  of  each 
succeeding  volume,  when  delivered  as  aforesaid  \ 
and  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
m  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  March  25, 1816. 
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Be  it  enacted,  fe^  That  anr  person  or  persons 
who,  before  the  first  day  of  Pebraary^  oae  thoU' 
sand  eight  fawidred  and  sixteen,  had  mkea  pocses- 
sfoa  of;  occupied  or  made  a  settienaent  on  aay 
lands  ceded  or  secured  to  the  United  States^ Vf 
any  treaty  made  with  a  fbreigo  oatioo,  or  b^  a 
cession  from  any  State  10  the  United  States, 
which  lands  had  not  been  previooslj  sold,  ceded, 
or  released,  by  the  United  States,  or  the  claim 
to  which  lands  had  not  been  prerioasly  recog- 
nised or  confirmed  by  the  United  States,  and  who^ 
at  the  time  of  passing  this  a^et,  does  or  do  actoaUy 
inhabit  and  reside  on  such  lands.  nniy,af  aoy  u'me 
prior  tp  tha  first  day  of  September  nezi,  apply 
to  the  proper  register  or  recorder,  as  the  case  mav 
be,  of  the  land  office  established' for  the  disposs^ 
registering  or  recording  of  such  laads  i  and  where 
there  w  no  register  or.  recorder,  lo  li^  marshal, 
or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  ma j  be,  1^  the 

Sisters,  recorders,  or  marshals,  respeetirely,  ap- 
nMte  ihft  pttopoaeof  readaa^V  each  ^pi« 
oalioBs^  aiaiiBg  tha  traet  oe  tfmeu  of  Jnsd  tea 
occupied,  settled,  aod  hihahite^  hy  wagk  ^plk- 
com  or  appbcaai«i  and  re^uesiin^  pKiMi'cMiro 
coatinoe  tbrreoo  i  aad  it  shsii  thereapa^  be  k«» 
ful  foe  such  sesMiier^  recorder,  or  omviW,  sfe 
sfettivelji,  la  perau^  in  eonlemiti  vHh  soi^ 
ii^iriietiuns  aa  oaay  he  giseo  by  the  Secaeiarf  ^ 
the  Teeasaty,  with  the  spptobatioa  of  tha  Prea* 
d«ii  of  tha  OaUed  States,  te  thai  purpoae,  sack 
applioaat  or  apnVeants  10  reaaaio  00  sncfc  taet 
4»  traele  of  land,  pmvidad  the  saaia  shall  as  thai 
time  remain  aosuU  by  the  Uaiied  8imie%  not 
eiaeediag  Ihrae  haadoed  aod  twnoay  aeiw  Ar 
eae^  appltoimt,  aa  lenauls  at  wHl,  cms  siiah  teraia 
and  eoiidiijoas  as  shall  pEeveai  aoy  wetM  or 
damaga  on  such  lands,  and  cm  the  ex|»an  eoaAL- 
•tion  ihat  aaah  appltsaat  or  appiicaats  shsU,  when* 
evec  saeh  tiaet  or  tracts  of  laod  may  he  sold  or 
oedad  hy  the  Uniied  States^  or  whaaeeer,  frooa 
any  other  caase,  he  or  they  nay  ha  rt^airedr 
uader  the  amhority  of  tha  United  mates,  so  to  do^ 
^give  imiel  passesstoaoCauah  iraot^w  uactaof  load 
,  to  the  paschaser  or  parehaaen,  or  10  remove  alio- 
gethei  finom  the  land,  as  the  case  may  be :  Pimwi 
ded,  AeaMer,  That  aach  penaiaaioa  shaU  nai  be 
granted  to  any  saeh  applioiat  ualess  he  shaU  |pea<^ 
viously  sign  a  declaration^  siatsag  that  ha  da^ 
not  lay  any  claim  10  such  tract  or  tracu  aflMod, 
:and  that  hj^  does  not  occupy  the  same  l^  jirtQ^ 
I  of  any  clainv  <^  pretended  claifl^  deriveoor  pfe- 
tended  to  be  derired,  from  any  other  persoa  or 
persons:  And  provided  aho^  That  lo  all  caaea 
,  where  the  tract  of  land  applied  /br  includes  eilhat 
a  lead  mine  or  salt  spring,  no  permission  lo  work 
the  same  shall  be  granted  without  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
the  applications  made  and  permissions  granted, 
by  virtue  of  the  preceding  section,  shall  he  duly 
entered  on  books  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose  br 
the  registers,  recorders,  and  marshals,  aforessid, 
respectively  |  and  they  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
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from  tb«  pftrtf •  for  each  ftpplieaiioB,  ftftj  eeots, 
and  for  eadi  perinissioir,  one  dollar* 
Approred,  M^rch  25. 19I6. 


An  Act  placing  certain  peraona  oq  Ae.  Hat  of  Naty 

Panaiananh 


^«  il  eMdtfd;  4k^  That  ihe  Secretary  of  the 
Nary  be,  and  he  is  herehy,  aaihorised  and  re- 
qaired  to  place  on  the  List  of  navy  penaioaera  those 
persona  who  were  wounded  at  Dartmoor  prisoQ, 
m  England,  in  the  month  of  April,  one  thoosand 
eif  ht  nandred  aod  fifteen  ;  alao»  the  widows  and: 
children  of  such  as  were  killed,  or  who  died  in 
eojuseqaeace  of  wounds  received  (here ;  and  that, 
in  the  allowance  of  pensions  to.  persons  aforesaid, 
the  regnlations  established  by  law,  in  relation  to 
the  placing  persons  on  the  liiU  of  narry  pen»ioner9) 
be  observed* 

Sec.  ^  Asnd  fts  t^  finrthef  enacUd,  That  this 
act  shall  be  construed  to  take  effbct  from  the  sixth 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  on^  thousand  eight  huQo 
dred  and  fi^een. 

Approved,  April  2^  1816. 


section  of  this  act,  and  the  order  of  the  judseof 
the  Supreme  Court  aforesaid  thereon,  shall  iav^ 
been  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  proper 
ooonty,  within  thirty  days  after  the  end  of  the 
term  at  which  the  judgment,  order,  or  decree,  to' 
by  afifected  by  such  writ  of  error  or  appeal,  shall' 
have  been  rendered  or  made,  such  writ  of  error 
or  amyeal  ahali  operate  as  a  supersedehs  of  all  pro^ 
ceeaings  under  such  judgment,  order,  or  decree.  ' 

Approved,  April  2, 1816. 


Att  Act  tOiUsMl  the  dght  q$  appeal  from,  tha  Circuit 
Conrt  of  tha  U&itad  Stalea,  l|»r  tba  Piatncft  of  €<► 

Inmhia. 

B€i^enaet$df^^  That  no  eauae  shall  hereaf- 
after  bo  removed  from  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  Stateafor  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  by  appeal 
or  writ  of  error,  unless  the  matter  in  dispute  in 
auoh  cause  shall  be  of  the  value  of  one  thousand 
dollavs  or  upwards,  exclusive  of  costs. 

Saci  3.  Frmded always,  andbe  Uflirtheren- 
aetedi  That  when  any  person  or  persons,  body 
poliiie  OP  corporate,  shall  think  him,  her,  or  thera- 
*dv^i  aggrieved  by  aojr  final  judgment,  order, 
Off  deeree,  of  the  said  circuit  court,  where  the 
matter  in  dispute,  exclusive  of  costs,  shall  be  of 
the  value  or  one  hundred  dollars,  aod  of  less 
vahM  than  one  thousand  dollars,  and  shall  have 
prayed  an  appeal,  or  shall  desire  to  sue  out  a 
writ  of  error  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  such  person  or  persona,  body  politic  or 
corporate,  may  exhibit  a  petition,  in  writing,  ac- 
companied by  a  eop^f  of  the  proceedings  com- 
plained of,  antf  an  assignment  of  the  errors  relied 
on.  to  any  judge  of  the  said  Supreme  Court,  who, 
if  he  should  be  of  opinion  that  such  errors,  or  any 
of  them,  involve  questions  of  law  of  aueh  exten- 
sive interest  and  operation  as  to  render  the  final 
decision  of  them  by  the  said  Supreme  Court  de- 
sirable, may  thereupon,  at  his  discretion,  and 
upon  tne  terms  and  conditions  prescribed  by  law, 
by  hta  order,  to  be  directed  to  the  clerk  of  the 
county  in  which  the  proceedings  shall  have  been 
had,  direct  such  appeal  to  be  allowed,  or  writ  of 
error  to  be  issued ;  which  shall  be  done  accord- 
ingly. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  when 
any  appeal  or  writ  of  error  shall  have  been  di- 
rect^ in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  second 
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An  Act  to  autiiorisa  the  payment  flir  proper^  ksad. 
oaptnied,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the! 
military  seiviee  of  ^the  United  Btatea,  and  for  ether 
purposes. 

Be  it  enactedf  ^.,  That  any  voltfolcer,  ea< 
draughted  militiaman,  whether  of  cavalry,  menaii*^ 
ed  rifiemen,  or  infantry,  who,  in  the  late  war  fcNr 
tweeii  the  United  States  and  Great  Bi ilaiu^  kern 
sustained  damage  by  the  loss  of  any  bocae  whi<Ac 
baa  been  killed  in  battle,  or  which  haa  died  itk; 
consequence  of  a  wound  Uiarein  ceQ«iv^,.or  m- 
conseq^uence  of  failure  on  the  pan  of  the  Uniledi 
States  to  fuinish  such  horse  with  suflbsieiit  fiw^ 
age,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the  Uuiiedf 
Siatea,  shall  be  aikiwed  aind  paid  the  valne< 
theneef. 

Sao.  2.  And  beUJkMeremacted^  Thatauf 
peraon,  whether  of  cavalry,  mouvted^  militia^  ot. 
volunteers,  who,  in  the  late  war  aforesaid,  haa* 
sttsiaiaedi  damagu  by  the  loaa  of  a  horse,  in  een- 
aequence  of  the  owner  bcning  diamountad^  oraefa^ 
ra^  and  deumhed  from  the  aame,  by  order  of 
the  commandinfp  officer,  or  in  conaequeaaa  of  thtr 
rider  being  kiilei  or  womded  in  battle,  ahall  be 
allowed  aad  paid  the  value  of  such  horse  at  the 
time  he  was  received  into  the  public  aavvtee. 

Sbo^  3.  And  be  U  further  enaded^  Thataof 
person  who,  in  the  late  war  aforesaid  ha»  ait»^ 
tained  damageby  the  loas,  capture^  ordestruetiou, 
by  an  enemjr,  of  any  horse,  mule,  ox,  wagefti 
cart,  boM,  sleigh,  or  harnesa,  while  such  was  ia 
the  military  service  of  the  United  Statea,  aitfaoff 
by  impreaament  or  contract,  except  in  caaes  where 
toe  risk  to  which  the  property  would  be  exposed' 
was  agreed  to  be  incurred  by  the  owaer,  if  it 
shall  appear  ishait  aueh  loaa,  capture,  or  deairoe* 
tion,  was  without  any  lault  or  negligenee  o«  the 
part  of  the  owner;  and  any  person  who,  during  tha 
time  aforeaaid,  haesuatained-dami^  by  the  death 
of  any  such  horse,  male,  or  ox,  in  coosequenoe' 
of  failure  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  fur- 
nish the  same  with  sufficient  forage,  while  in  fbe> 
service  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the 
value  thereof.    . 

Seo.  4.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  any 
person  who,  in  the  time  aforesaid,  has  acted  iii 
the  military  service  of  the  United  Srates  as  a  vol- 
unteer or  draughted  militiaman,  and  who  has  fur- 
nished himself  with  arms  aod  military  accoutre- 
ments, and  has  sustained  damage  by  the  capture 
or  destruction  of  the  same,  without  any  fault  or 
negligence  on  his  part,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid 
the  value  thereof. 
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'  6so,  5.  A»d  be  itjuriker  enacted.  That  where 
any  property  has  been  iiDpretsedyOr  taken  by  pub- 
lic nnthority,  for  the  nse  or  subsiiteoce  of  the 
Army,  during  the  late  war,  and  the  same  shall 
iMTe  been  destroyed,  lost,  or  consumed,  the  owner 
of  such  properly  shall  be  paid  the  value  thereof, 
Redacting  tnerefrom  the  amount  which  has  been 
|)aid,  or  roav  be  claimed,  for  the  use  and  risk  for 
Che  same,  while  in  the  serriee  aforesaid. 

Sbo.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  noth- 
ing in  this  act  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  enable  the  owner  of  any  such  property,  or  his 
I^gal  representatifes,  to  receive  com^nsation  for 
aueh  loss  or  damage  as  aboTemeniiooed,  where 
the  owner  of  such  property,  or  his  lejj^l  represen- 
tatives, may  have  recovered  or  received  satisfac- 
tion for  such  loss  from  the  persons  who  may  have 
taken  or  impressed  such  property  into  the  public 
aerviee;  and  that  every  person  claiming  such 
compensation  shall,  at  the  time  of  receiving  the 
aame,  release  all  claims  he  nay  have  against  the 
officer  or  person  who  may  have  impressed,  taken, 
or  used,  such  property  in  the  public  service;  and 
that,  in  all  eases  where  the  owner  of  such  prop- 
erty, or  his  legal  representative,  may  have  recov- 
ered or  received  satisfaction  for  such  loss  or  in- 
jury, from  the  person  who  shall  so  have  taken 
aueh  properly  into  the  public  service,  the  said 
officer  or  person,  who  shall  so  have  paid  such  loss 
or  damage,  shall,  be  entitled  to  receive  the  com- 
penaalion  provided  by  this  act  for  such  loss  or 
damage. 

Sao.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Accountant  of  the  War  Denartment,  in  adjustiog 
and  settling  the  accounts  or  the  different  paymas- 
ters, is  hereby  authorized  to  allow  to  the  officers 
of  volunteer  caratry,  who  furnished  their  own 
horses  while  in  public  service,  at  the  rate  of  forty 
cents  per  day  for  each  horse  so  furnished,  which 
any  anch  officer  was  entitled  by  Uw  to  keep  in 
aoch  service,  agreeably  to  the  rank  of  such  officer. 

Sao.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  when 
any  officer,  noncommissioned  officer,  or  private, 
ia  the  cavalry  aerrice,  as  aforesaid,  having  lost 
the  horse  or  horses,  which  msy  hsTO  been  taken 
by  him  into  the  said  service,  has  received  from 
the  United  States  another  horse  or  horses,  in  lieu, 
or  in  part  payment,  for  the  horse  or  horses  so  pre- 
Tiously  lost  as  aforesaid,  such  officer,  noncom- 
missioned officer,  or  private,  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  the  allowance  of  forty  cents  per  day  for 
the  nse  and  risk  of  the  horse  on  which  he  may 
have  been  so  remounted. 

Sac.  9.  And  be  Ufiuther  enacted,  That  any 
person  who,  in  the  time  aforesaid,  has  sustained 
damage  by  the  destruction  of  his  or  her  house  or 
building  by  the  enemy,  while  the  same  was  oc- 
cupied as  a  military  deposite,  under  the  authority 
of  an  officer  or  agent  6f  the  United  Staies,ahfill  be 
allowed  and  paid  the  amount  of  aueh  damage : 
Provided,  It  shall  appear  that  such  occupation 
was  the  cause  of  its  destruction. 

Sao.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the 
loss  or  destruction,  as  aforesaid,  as  well  as  the 
Taloe,  of  such  properly  shall  be  ascertained  by  the 
best  evidence  which  the  nature  of  the  case  will 


admit  of,  and  which  may  be  in  the  power  of  the 
partv  to  produce ;  and  the  amoant  thereof,  when 
established  and  ascertained,  according  to  thepro- 
visions  of  this  act,  shall  be  paid  to  thesoflerer 
or  sufferers,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treaaory, 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Seo.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That^  for 
the  more  speedy  execution  of  the  proTiuoasof 
this  act.  the  President  of  the  United  States,  bf 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  appoint  one  commissioner,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  decide  upon  all  cases  arisiag 
under  this  act ;  and  who,  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties,  shall  be  subject  to  such  rules  and  regala- 
tions  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States.    Such  commissioner  shall  re- 
ceive, as  compensation   for  his  services,  at  the 
rate  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  for  the 
time  he  shall  be  actually  employed,  which  Uiall 
not  ezceed  two  years,  to  be  computed  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act.    All  official  commu- 
nications to  and  from  the  commissioner  appoint- 
ed under  this  act  shall  be  free  of  postage. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  commissioner,  so  to  be  appointed,  before  he 
enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  take  the 
following  oath,  to  wit:  ''I,  A  B,  do  wolemnlf 
swear,  that  I  will  well  and  truly,  according  to  the 
best  of  my  abilities,  discbarge  the  duties  of  com- 
missioner under  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  *An 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  km, 
captured,  or  destroyed,  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  Statea»  and  for 
other  purposes;'  so  help  me  God.''  Upon  which 
he  shall  proceed  to  appoint  a  clerk ;  and  shall 
proceed,  with  all  practicable  despatch,  to  estab- 
lish, under  the  direction,  or  with  the  aaseni,  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  atieh  mlcs^as 
well  in  regard  to  the  receipt  of  appiieatioBs  of 
claimants  to  compensation  for  losses  provided  for 
by  this  act,  as  the  species  and  degree  of  evidence, 
the  manner  in  which  such  evidence  shall  be  taken 
and  authenticated,  as  shall,  in  his  opinion,  1m  the 
best  calculated  toatuia  the  objects  of  this  act; 
paying  a  due  regard,  in  the  establishment  of  sneh 
regulations,  as  well  to  tbe  claims  of  iadiridoal 
justice  as  to  the  interest  uf  tbe  United  Slates; 
which  rules  and  re^julations  shall,  upon  his  adop- 
tion, be  published  Tor  eight  weeks,  successively, 
in  the  newspapers  in  the  several  States  and  Ter- 
ritories in  which  the  laws  of  the  United  Sutes 
are  published. 

Sbo.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  commissioner  shall,  in  all  cases  in  wkich  the 
claim  to  compensation  or  indemnity  shall  ezceed 
tbe  sum  of  two  hundred  dollata, award  a  commis- 
sion to  some  one  or  more  discreet  comfflissioner, 
in  the  vicinity  of  where  the  witnesses  are  ataied 
to  reside,  accompanied  by  interrogatories  to  be 
propounded  to  such  witnesses,  which  said  com- 
mission, when  ezecutedjshall  be  returned,  together 
with  the  ezami  nations  to  he  taken  in  virtue  thereof 
by  mail,  free  of  posUge,  to  the  office  of  the  said 
commissioner. 

Sec.  14  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  it 
all  adjudications  of  the  said  cooimiaaioner  Ofoa 
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the  elftims  aboremeotioned,  whether  such  judg- 
ment be  In  fafor  of,  or  adverse  to,  the  claim  of 
the  applicanf,  the  same  shall  be  entered  by  his 
elerk  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose. 
And  when  such  judgment  shall  be  in  faror  of 
such  eJaim,  shall  entitle  the  elaimanf,  or  his  legal 
representatire,  vpon  the  production  of  a  copy  of 
such  judgment,  duly  certified  by  the  clerk  or  said 
commissioner,  to  pavment  of  the  amount  thereof 
at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States^ 

610. 15.  Ami  he  ii  Jurtker  enacted^  That  no 
claim  authoriaeed  by  this  act  shall  be  allowed  or 
paid,  unless  the  same  shall  be  exhibited  within 
two  years  from  the  passing  thereof. 

Approved,  April  9, 1816. 


An  Act  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  **An  act  to  protide 
additional  rerennes  for  defiraying  the  expenses  of 
Government  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by 
laying  duties  on  household  fnmitnre  and  on  gold 
and  silver  watches.'* 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  so  much  of  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  revenue 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government  and 
maintaining  the  pablic  credit,  by  layioff  duties  oa 
household  furniture  and  on  gold  and  silver  watch- 
es,"  as  lays  a  duty  on  household  furniture,  and  on 
watches  kept  for  use,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  and  In  succeeding 
years,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  April  9, 1816. 


An  Act  for  the  remission  of  certain  duties  on  the  im- 
portation of  books  for  the  use  of  Harvard  College, 
and  on  the  carriage  and  personal  baggage  of  his 
Bxcellency  William  Gore,  Governor  of  the  British 
province  of  Upper  Canada. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc  That  all  duties  daeand  pay- 
able to  the  United  States  on  an  invoice  of  boolcs 
belonging  to  Harvard  College,  ia  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts,  imported  into  Boston,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  remitted. 

8x0.2.  And  be  it jfurther  enacted,  That  all  du- 
tiea  due  and  payable  to  the  United  States  on  the 
carriage  and  personal  baggage  of  his  Excellency 
IJVilliam  Gore,  Qovernor  of  the  British  province 
of  Upper  Canada,  imported  into  New  York,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  himdred  and  fifteen, 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  remitted. 

Approved,  April  9, 1816. 


An  Act  ia  addition  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  Post 

Office  Establishment. 

Beit  enacted,  ^c^  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  .May  next,  the  following  rates  of  postage 
be  charged  upon  all  letters  and  packets,  (except 
such  as  are  now  excepted  by  law,)  conveyed  by 
the  posts  of  the  United  States,  viz: 

For  every  letter  composed  of  a  single  sheet  of 
paper,  conveyed  not  exeeeding  thirty  miles,  aix 


cents;  over  thirty  and  not  exceeding  eighty,  ten 
cents;  over  eighty  and  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  twelve  and  a  half  cents;  over  one 
hundred  and  fifty  and  not  exceeding  four  hundred, 
eighteen  and  a  half  cents;  over  four  hundred 
miles,  twenty-five  cents;  and  for  every  double 
letter,  or  letter  composed  of  two  pieces  of  paper, 
double  those  rates ;  and  for  every  triple  letter,  or 
one  composed  of  three  pieces  of  paper,  triple  those 
rates ;  and  for  every  packet  composed  of  four  or 
more  pieces  of  paper,  or  one  or  more  other  aril- 
cleiL  and  weighing  one  ounce  avoirdupois,  quad- 
ruple those  rates :  and  in  that  proportion  for  all 
ffreater  weights :  Provided,  That  no  packets  of 
letters  conveyed  by  the  water  mails  shall  be 
charged  with  more  than  quadruple  postage,  unless 
the  same  shall  contain  more  than  four  distinct 
letters. 

No  postmaster  shall  be  obliged  to  receive,  to  be 
conveyed  by  the  mail,  any  packet  which  shall 
weiffh  more  than  three  pounds ;  and  the  postage 
marked  on  any  letter  or  packet,  and  charged  m 
the  post  bill  which  may  accompany  the  same, 
shall  be  conclusive  evidence,  io  favor  of  ibe  post- 
master who  delivers  the  same,  of  the  lawful  post- 
age thereon,  unless  such  letter  or  packet  shall  be 
opened  in  presence  of  the  postmaster  or  bis  clerk. 

Every  four  folio  pages,  or  eight  quarto  pages, 
or  sixteen  octavo  pages,  of  a  pamphlet  or  maga- 
zine, shall  be  coosidered  a  sheet,  and  the  surplus 
pages  of  any  pamphlet  or  masfszine  shall  also  be 
considered  a  sheet ;  and  the  Journals  of  the  Le- 
gislatures  of  the  several  States,  not  being  stitched 
or  bound,  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  postage  as 
pamphlets.  Any  memorandum  which  shall  be 
written  on  a  newspaper,  or  other  printed  paper, 
and  transmitted  by  mail,  shall  be  charged  letter 
postage ;  and  any  person  who  shall  deposiiesuch 
memorandum  in  any  office  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
frauding the  revenue,  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such 
offence,  the  snm  of  ^Yt  dollars. 

Sbo.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Postmaster  General  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  allow  to  each  postmaster  such  commission 
on  the  postages  by  him  collected,  as  shall  be  ade- 
quate to  his  services :  Provided,  That  his  com- 
mission shall  not  exceed  the  following  several 
rates  on  the  amount  received  in  one  quarter ;  that 
is  to  say : 

On  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars, 
thirty  per  cent. 

On  any  sum  over  and  above  the  first  hundred 
dollars,  and  not  exceeding  four  hundred  dollars, 
twenty-five  per  cent. 

On  any  sum  over  and  above  the  first  four  hun-. 
drtd  dollars,  and  not  exceeding  two  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars^  twenty  per  cent 

On  any  sum  over  and  above  the  first  two  thou- 
sand four  hundred  dollars,  eight  per  cent. 

Except  to  the  postmasters  who  may  be  employed 
in  receiviogaod  despatching  foreign  maib,  whose 
compensation  may  be  augmented  not  exceeding 
twenty-fire  dollars  in  one  quarter ;  and  excepting 
to  the  postmasters  at  offices  where  the  mail  ie 
regularly  to  arrive  between  the  hours  of  nine 
o'clock  at  night  and  five  in  the  morning,  whose 
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eoqiiausioot  on  the  first  hundred  dolltrs  collected 
in  one  quarter,  may  be  iacreased  to  a  atim  iiot 
ezceedin|r  fifiy  per  cent. 

The  Postmaster  General  may  allow  to  the 
postmasters,  respectirely,  a  cummission  of  fifty 
per  cent,  on  the  moneys  arising  from  the  postage 
of  newspapers,  magazines,  and  pampUets;  and 
to  the  postmaster  wnose  eorapensatioa  ahali  not 
exceed  fi?e  hundred  dollars  in  one  quarter,  two 
cents  for  every  free  letter  delivered  out  of  the  of- 
fice, excepting  such  as  are  for  the  postouMter 
himself  s  and  each  postmaster  who  shall  be  re- 
quired to  keep  a  register  of  the  arrival  and  depar- 
ture of  the  maib,  sWU  he  ailawed  ten  cents  for 
each  monthly  return  which  he  makea  thereof  to 
the  General  Post  Office^ 

The  Postmaster  General  majr  allow  to  the 

Eostmaster  at  New  Orleans,  at  the  rate  of  •ight 
uodred  dollars,  and  to  the  postmaster  at  War- 
itnton,  in  North  Carolina,  ai  tne  rale  of  two  Iumi* 
dred  dollars,  and  to  the  posuaaster  at  Wheetiog, 
IP  Virginia,  at  ihe  rate  oi  two  hundred  dollars  a. 
year,  in  addition  to  theic  ordinary  oemmissioaa. 
The  Postmaster  General  ia  hereby  authorised  to 
allow  to  the  postmaster  at  the  City  of  WaU^iog- 
ton,  10  addition  to  \\^  aUowance  mada  by  thia 
act  for  postage  collected,  aad  for  free  ietuerare^ 
ceived  by  him  for  delivery,  a  coacivitsaion  of  fi,ye 
per  centond  oa  the  amount  of  maiia  distribuled  at 
lb  office :  Pravideit  fievierUuleM9,  That  iha  wholes 
annual  emoluments  of  the  said  postoaaster,  ia- 
eluding  the  extra  coanpensation  heretofore  allowed 
to  him  by  law,  shall  always  be  subject  to  the  re- 
striction imposed  by  the  fortieth  section  of  the 
act  of  Congress  approved  the  thirtieth  of  Ap^il, 
one  thousand  eiy bt  luindred  and  ten,,  to  woichi 
this  act  is  in  addition* 

Seo.  3.  And  be  Ufiarther  enactMd^  That  letters 
and  packets  to  and  irom  any  member  of  the  Sen* 
ate,  or  member  or  delegate  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  tlie  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, shall  be  conveyed  free  of  posti^,  for 
thirty  days  previous  to  each  session  of  Congress, 
and  for  thirty  days  after  the  termiaatioo  thereof: 
Ptovided  alwa^s^  That  no  letter  or  packet  shall 
exceeil  two  ounces  iu  weight,  aad  ia  case  of  ex- 
cess of  weight,  that  excess  alone  shall  bepaid  for* 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
eleventh  and  twenty-eighth  sections  of  the  aet, 
entitled  '^An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  BSs- 
tablishment,"  approved  April  thirtieth,  ooa  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ten,  and  iheficsl  and  see- 
ood  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act  ri^ulating  the  Post  Office  Sstab- 
llshment/'  approved  February  twenty-aeveathi 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  and  tha 
fourth  and  fifth  sections  of  the  same,  except  aaeh 
parts  as  relate  to  steamboats,  their  maateis,  or 
managers,  and  persons  employed  oa  board  the 
same,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Seo.  5.  And  be  it  fwriker  enacted^  That  this 
aet  shall  take  efiectfrom  and  after  the  thirty-first 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixteen. 

Approved,  April  9^  1816, 


An  Art  to  ioeorfocal^the  sabacBbeis  to  the  Bank  «f 

the  Uailisd  StaMe* 

Be  U  emcUdt  fc..  That  a  baak  of  the  United 
States  of  Amecka  ahaU  be  eatahliahed,  with  a 
oapital  of  thiKy-fiva  miiyboa  of  daUaia,  ditided 
into  three  haadeed  and  fiftr  thosaaad  shaiw^  oC 
one  l^undred  dollara  caoh  share*  Sarattiy  ihoiif 
sand  sharea,  amoaBtiDg  lo  the  auoa  ^scvoi  mil- 
lions of  dollara,  part  of  the  eapiial  of  the  aud 
bank,  shall  be  aabacribed  and  pa^ifar  by  the  Uai- 
ted  States,  io  iha  mawNHC  harahiafaar  saccifitd; 
and  two  hundred  aad  eigh^r  thowan  shawi, 
anouating  to  the  aaoi  of  twaaty-cif  he  Baillioas 
of  dollars,  shall  bo  aQbacfiibad  aad  paid  for  hy  ia- 
dividuals,  companies,  or  porporatioaa,  id  the  aaa- 
ner  hereinafter  specined. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  fiar^er  enaeUd^  That  rah- 
scjriptioQil  for  the  ^um>  of  tweAty^eicI^  auUioas 
of  aollar%  towards,  conatitutina  tn^  camtai  of  tke 
said  hanit,  shall  bo  opatted  oa  tha  fiff»  Maadar  ia 
Jnjy  9axi»  at  the  followiaf  pJbaaa^:  (hM  ia  to  say, 
at  Portland,  in  the  District  of  Mwia  %  at  P^m- 
mouth,  in  the  State  of  New  Hamf»hire;  at  Bos- 
ton, in  the  State  of  Massachusetts ;  at  Prorideoce, 
ia  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  ;  at  Middleiowii,  ia 
the  State  of  Connecticut ;  at  Barliwtoa,  la  the 
State  of  Yernvint ;  at  New  York  in  tae  State  ef 
New  York ;  at  IJfew  Brunswickj  io  the  Sute  d 
New  Jersey;  at  Philadelphia,  la  the  State  of 
Peonsyhrania  I  at  Wilmington,  ia  the  State  at 
Delaware ;  at  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land ;  at  Richmond,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,*  tr 
Lexington,  in  the  State  of  Ceataeky ;  at  Cineia- 
nati,  in  the  State  of.  Ohio;  at  Raieiffh,  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina;  at  Nashrille.  in  the 
Slate  of  T«aa^^>  at  Charleston,  in  the  State 
of  South  Carolina ;  at  Augusta,  in  the  Sia/e  of 
Georgia ;  at  NewC^rleans,  u^  the  State  ofLoutai- 
ana ;  and  at  Washington,  in  the  Diatnct  of  Co- 
lumbia. And  theaaid  subscriptiont  shall  baopened 
uader  the  aaaeriaieodaoaa  of  fiya  eomaaiaasoMrs 
at  Philadelphia,  aad  of  three  eoouaiaeiotMrs  at 
each  of  the  other  (daces  aforesaid,  to  ha  ap^aied 
by  the  President  of  the  United  Staiea^  wte  ie 
hereby  authoriaed  to  make  sack  appoiatoicfiti, 
and  shall  continue  open  erery  dav,  maa  the  time 
of  opeaiag  thesaaaei  betwaea  tae  hoaroof  tea 
o'clock  io  the  foeenoon  and  foar  o^elock  in  the 
afternoon,  for  the  teem  of  tweasy  daya^  exdasiva 
of  Sundays^  when  the  aame  shall  be  eleaad,  aad 
immediaielf  thereafter  the  ctomnuaaioiieraj  or  any 
two  of  tham,  at  the  veepectiTe  places  aforesaid, 
shall  cause  two  tiansccifiB  or  eopiaa  of  each  s«h- 
scriptions  to  be  made,  oaci  of  which  thef  shall 
send  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  one  they 
shall  retain,  and  the  original  they  sbail  traaamit, 
within  scTea  days  from  the  cloaiag  of  the  auh> 
scriptions  as  aforesaid,  lo  the  oommissioaers  at 
Philadelphia  aforesaid.  And  on  the  receipt  of 
the  said  original  sabecriptionsi  oi  of  either  of  the 
said  cofiiee  thereof,  if  the  original  be  loet,  mislaid, 
or  detained,  the  commissioners  at  Philadetpkia 
aforesaid,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  immedi- 
ately thereafter  convene,  and  proceed  to  take  aa 
I  aecoant  of  the  said  sobaeriptiana.  Aad  if  wore 
I  than  the  amouat  of  tweatf«ight  milliona  of  del- 
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la,Bs  ftball  hare  beea  sqbseribedi  ttieii  the  said  Ib»i 
ilieatiojied  commissioners  shall  dedact  the  amount 
of  such  ei^cess  from  the  lars[est  subscriptions,  ia 
such  manner  a&  that  no  subscription  shall  be  re- 
duced in  amount,  while  any  one  remains  larger: 
PravUjktL  That  if  the  Fobacriniions  taken  ai  either 
of  the  places  aforesaid  shall  not  exceed  three 
thousand  shares,  there  shall  he  no  reduction  of 
tuch  suhmcriptiontf,  nor  shalL  in  any  case,  the  sub- 
scriptions uaen  at  either  of  the  places  aforesaid  be 
reduced  below  thai  amouiy.  And  in  case  the 
aggreffite  amount  of  the  said  subscriptions  shall 
eicaed  twenty-eight  mill  ions  qf  dollars,  the  said 
last  mentioned  commissioners^  after  having  ap- 
poitioned  the  same  as  afbresaidi  shall  cause  lists 
of  the  said  apportioned  suhsori  prions  to  be  made 
out,,  including;  ia  each  list  the  apportioned  sub- 
acriptioa  for  the  place  where  tHie  original  sub- 
acriptioQ  was  made,  ooe  of  w)|ich  lists  they  shall 
tianamit  to  the  eommissioners  or  one  of  them, 
i^er  whose  supexinlendence  such  suhscriptions 
were  originally  inade,  that  the  subscribers  may 
t.heieb][  ascertain  the  number  of  shares  to  them 
respeetiyely  apportioned  as  aforesaid.  And  in 
case  the  aggregate  amount  of  th^  said  aobscrip- 
tions  made  quring  the  period  aforesaid^  at  all  tne 
places  aforesaid,  shall  notamouai  to  tweAty-eight 
milUons  of  dollars,  the  subscriptions  to  complete 
the  said  sum  shall  be  and  remain  open  at  Phila- 
delphia aforesaid,  under  the  supermtendence  of 
the  commissioners  appointed  for  that  place ;  and 
the  auhseriptions  may  be  thea  made  by  any  indi- 
▼idual,  company,  or  corporation,  for  any  number 
ofshaies,  i^ot  exceeding.  In  the  whole,  thie. amount 
reauired  to  complete  the  said  suni  of  twenty-eig^^ 
millions  of  dollars* 

Sec.  3.  AiMibe  itjurther  enactfid^  That  it  ahall 
be  lawful  for  any  individual,  company,  corporar 
tioa^or  ^tate,  when  the  subscriptions  shall  be 
Opened  as  hereinbefore  directed,  to  subacribe  for 
any  nnmher  of  shares  of  the  capital  of  the  said 
bank^not  exceeding  three  thousand  ahares,  and 
the  sums  so  subscrioed  shall  he  payable^  and  paid, 
io  the  manner  following :  that  is  to  say,  seven 
millions  of  doUars  thereof  in  gold  or  silver  coin 
of  the  United  States,  or  in  gold  coin  of  Spaiui  or 
the  dominions  of  ^ Spain,  at  the  rate  of  one  hun- 
dred cents  for  every  twenty-eight  grains  and  sixty 
hundredths  of  a  grain  of  the  actual  weight  thereol^ 
or  in  other  foreign  gold  or  silver  coin  at  the  sev- 
eral rates  prescribed  by  the  first  section  of  an  act 
regulating-  the  cuirency  of  foreign  coins  in  the 
United  States,  passed  tenth  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six.  and  twenty-one 
millions  of  dollars  thereof  in  like  gold  or  silver 
coin,  or  in  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States 
contracted  at  the  time  of  the  subscriptioaa  respec- 
tively. And  the  payments  made  in  the  funded 
debt  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  paid  and  re- 
ceived at  the  following  rates:  that  is  to  say,  the 
funded  debt  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  centum 

Sr  annum,  at  the  nominal  or  par  value  thereof  j 
e  funded  debt  bearing  an  interest  of  three  per 
centum  per  annum,  at  the  rate  of  sixty-five  dol- 
lars for  every  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  of  the 
nominal  amount  th/sr^of ;  and  the  funded  debt 


bearing  an  i^tereat  of  seven  per  centum  per  an<- 
num,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  six  dollars* 
and  fifty-one  ceots^  for  every  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars  of  the  nominal  amount  thereof;  together 
with  the  amount  of  the  interest  accrued  on  the 
said  several  denominations  of  funded  debt,  to  be 
computed  and  allowed  to  the  time  of  subscribing 
the  same  to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank  as  afore- 
said. And  the  payments  of  the  said  subscriptions 
shall  be  made  and  completed  by  the  subscribers, 
respectively,  at  the  times  and  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing: that  is  to  say,  at  the  time  of  subscribing 
there  snail  be  paid  five  dollars  on  each  share,  in 
gold  OjT  silver  coin  as  aforesaid,  and  twenty-five- 
dollars  more  in  coin  as  aforesaid,  or  in  funded 
debt  as  aforesaid ;  at  the  expiration  of  si^  calen- 
dar months  after  the  time  of  subscribing,  thera 
shall  be  paid  th^  further  sum  of  tea  doHars  on 
each  share,  in  goldor  silver  coin  as  aforesaid,  and 
twentv-five  dollars  more  in  coin  as  aforesaid,  or  in 
funded  debtasaforesaid ;  at  the  expiration  of  twelve 
calendar  montha  from  the  time  of  subscribing, 
there  shall  be  paid  tb^  further  sum  of  ten  dollars, 
on  each  share,  in  gold  or  silver  coin  as  aforesaid, 
and  twenty-five  dollars  more,  iv  eoin  as  aforesaid, 
or  in  fiinded  debt  as  aforesaid. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  UJwrther  enacted^  That,  at  the. 
time  of  subacribing  to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank 
as  aforesaid,  each  and  every  subscriber  shall  de- 
liver to  the  commissioners,  at  the  place  of  sub- 
scribing, as  well  the  amount  of  their  subscriptions 
xespectivelv  in  coin  as  aforesaid,  as  thecertincate^ 
of  funded  debt,  for  the  funded  debt  proportions  of 
their  respective  subscriptions,  together  with  a 
power  of  attorneys  authorizing  the  said  commis- 
sioners, or  a  migority  of  the^n,  to  transfer  the  said 
stock,  in  du^  form  of  law  to  *'  the  president,  di- 
reetorsy  and  company,  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,''  as  soon  as  the  said  bank  shall  be  organ- 
ized. Provided  cdwaye,  That  if,  in  consequence 
of  the  apportionment  of  the  shares  in  the  capital 
of  the  said  bank  among  the  subscribers,  in  the 
case,  and  in  the  manner,  hereinbefore  provided, 
any  subscriber  shall  have  delivered  to  the  com- 
missioners, at  the  time  of  subscribing,  a  greater 
amount  of  gold  or  silver  coin  and  funded  debt 
than  shall  be  necessary  to  complete  the  payments 
for  the  share  or  shares  to  such  subscribers,  appor- 
tioned as  aforesaid,  the.  commissioners  shall  only 
retain  so  much  of  the  said  gold  or  silver  coin, 
and  funded  debt,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  com- 
plete such  payments,  and  shall,  forthwith,  return 
the  surplus  thereof,  on  application  for  thai  same 
to  the  subscribers  lawfully  entitled  thereto.  And 
the  commissioners,  respectively^  shall  deposite 
the  gold  and  silver  cpio,  and  certificates  of  public 
debt  hy  them  respectively  received  as  aforesaid 
[from  the  subscribers  to  the  capital  of  the  said 
bank,  in  some  place  of  secure  and  safe  keeping,  so 
that  the  same  may  and  shall  be  specialty  delivered 
and  transferred,  as  the  same  were  by  them  respec- 
tively received,  to  the  president,  directors,  and 
company,  of  the  Bank  oi  the  United  States,  or  to 
their  order,  as  soon  as  shall  be  required  after  the 
organization  of  the  said  bank.  And  the  said  coim- 
missioners  appointed  to  superintend  the  subscrip- 
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lions  to  the  capital  of  th«  said  bank  as  aforesaid, 
shall  receive  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their 
services  respecuvelf,  and  shall  be  allowed  all 
reasonable  charges  and  expenses  incurred  in  the 
execution  of  their  trust,  to*be  paid  by  the  presi- 
dent, directors,  and  company,  of  the  bank,  oat  of 
the  funds  thereof. 

8bc.  5.  And  be  ii  Juriher  enacted^  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  United  Slates  to  pay  and 
redeem  the  funded  debt  subscribed  to  the  capital 
of  the  said  bank,  at  the  rates  aforesaid,  in  snch 
stims,  and  at  such  times,  as  shall  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient, anything  in  any  act  or  acts  of  Congress 
to  ihe  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding.  And  it 
shall  also  be  lawful  for  the  president,  directors, 
and  company,  of  the  said  banl,  to  sell  and  trans- 
fer for  gold  and  silver  coin,  or  bullion,  the  funded 
debt  subscribt'd  to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank  as 
aforesaid:  Provided  alwaye^  That  they  shall  not 
sell  more  thereof  than  the  sum  of  two  millions 
of  dollars  in  any  one  year;  nor  sell  any  part  there- 
of at  any  time  within  the  United  States,  without 
greriously  giving  notice  of  their  intention  to  the 
lecretary  oT  the  Treasury,  and  offering  the  same 
to  the  United  States  for  the  period  of  fifteen 
days,  at  least,  at  the  current  price,  not  exceeding 
the  rates  aforesaid. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  at  the 
opening  of  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  the 
said  bank,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
subscribe,  or  cause  to  be  subscribed,  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  the  said  number  of  seventy 
thousand  shares,  amounting  to  seven  millions  of 
dollars  as  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver 
coin,  or  in  stock  of  the  Uoiied  States,  bearing 
interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum  per  annum ; 
and  if  payment  thereof  or  of  any  part  thereof,  be 
made  in  public  stock,  bearing  interest  as  afore- 
said, the  said  interest  shall  be  payable  quarterly, 
to  commence  from  the  time  of  making  such  pay- 
ment on  account  of  the  said  subscription,  and  the 
principal  of  the  said  stock  shall  be  redeemable  in 
any  sums,  and  at  any  periods,  which  the  Govern- 
ment shall  deeih  fit.  And  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  cause  the  certificates  of  such  pub- 
lic stock  to  be  prepared,  and  made  in  the  usual 
form,  and  shall  pay  and  deliver  the  same  to  the 
president,  directors,  and  company,  of  the  said 
batik  on  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  which  said  stock  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  president,  directors, 
and  company,  to  sell  and  transfer  for  gold  ana 
silver  foin  or  bullion  at  their  discretion:  Provi' 
dedy  They  shall  not  sell  more  than  two  millions 
of  dollars  thereof  in  anv  one  year. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  That  the 
sub^^cribers  to  the  said  Dank  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  their  successors  and  assigns,  shall  be, 
and  are  hereby,  created  a  corporation  and  body 
politic,  by  the  name  and  style  of  The  president, 
directors,  and  company,  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unitea 
Slates,"  and  shall  so  continue  until  the  third  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six,  and  by  that  name  shall  be, 
and  are  hereby,  made  ableond  capable,  in  law,  to 
hare,  purchase,  receive,  possess,  eojoyi  and  re- 


tain, to  them  and  their  saecessors,  lands,  rents, 
tenements,  hereditaments,  goods,  ebatteis,  aatf 
effects,  of  whatsoever  kind,  nature,  nod  quality, 
to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  the  wholcj  fifty- 
five  millions  of  dollars,  including  the  amouot  of 
the  capital  stock  aforesaid ;  and  the  same  lu  sell, 
grant,  demise,  alien  or  dispose  of;  to  sae  and  be 
sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be 
answered,  defend  and  be  defended,  in  all  State 
courts  having  competent  jarisdietion,  and  in  any 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States:  aod  also  to 
make,  have,  and  use,  a  common  seal,  and  the 
same  to  break,  alter,  and  renew,  at  their  pleas- 
ure :  and  also  to  ordain,  establish,  and  pot  id  exe- 
cution, such  by*law8,and  ordinances,  and  regaJa- 
tions,  as  they  shall  deem  necessarjr  and  cooTeni- 
ent  for  the  government  of  the  said  eorporatioa, 
not  being  contrary  to  the  constitution  thereof,  or 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States;  aod  generally 
to  do  and  execute  all  and  singular  the  acts,  mat- 
ters, and  things,  which  to  them  it  shall  or  may 
appertain  to  do ;  subject,  nevertheless,  to  the  ro/es, 
regulations,  restrictions,  limitations,  and  provis- 
ions, hereinafter  prescribed  and  declared. 

Sec  8.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  Tha%  for 
the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration, there  shall  be  twenty-five  directors,  nre 
of  whom,  being  stockholders,  shall  be  anouallf 
appointecf  by  the  President  of  the  United  Sute^ 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, not  more  than  three  of  whom  ahall  be  resi- 
dents of  any  one  State;  and  twenty  of  whom 
shall  be  annually  elected  at  the  bankiog-hoase  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  first  Mooday  of 
January,  in  each  year,  by  the  qualified  stock- 
holders of  the  capital  of  the  said  bank  other  than 
the  United  States,  and  by  a  plurality  of  rotes 
then  and  there  actually  given,  accordtag  to  the 
scale  of  voting  hereinafter  prescribed :  Provided 
alwaye^  That  no  person,  being  a  director  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  its  braoehes. 
shall  be  a  director  of  any  other  bank;  aod  sbontd 
any  such  director  act  as  a  director  in  any  other 
bank,  it  shall  forthwith  vacate  his  appointment 
in  the  direction  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes. 
And  the  directors,  so  duly  appointed  and  elected^ 
shall  be  capable  of  serving,  by  virtue  of  sack  ap* 
pointmeat  and  choice,  from  the  first  Monday  in 
the  month  of  January  of  each  year,  until  the  end 
and  expiration  of  the  first  Mondajr  in  the  month 
of  January  of  the  year  next  ensuing  the  time  of 
each  annual  election  to  be  held  by  the  stockhold- 
ers as  aforesaid.    And  the  board  of  directors,  an- 
nually, at  the  first  meeting  after  their  election  in 
each  and  every  year,  shall  proceed  to  elect  one  of 
the  directors  to  be  president  of  the  corporaUon, 
who  shall  hold  the  said  office  during  tne  same 
period  for  which  the  directors  are  appointed  and 
elected  as  aforesaid:   Provided  auo,  That  the 
first  appointment  and  election  of  the  directon 
and  president  of  the  said  bank  shall  be  at  the 
time  and  for  the  period  hereinafter  declared: 
And  provided  alto,  That  in  case  it  should  at  aoy 
time  happen  that  an  appointment  or  election  of 
directors,  or  an  election  of  the  president  of  the 
said  bank,  should  not  be  so  made  as  to  lake  effect 
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on  any  day  when^  io  parsuaoce  of  this  act,  ther 
oagbt  to  take  effect,  the  said  corporation  shall 
not,  for  that  cause/be  deemed  to  be  dissoWed; 
but  it  siiall  be  lawful  at  any  other  time  to  make 
sucb  appointments,  and  to  hold  such  elections, 
(as  the  caise  may  be.)  and  the  manner  of  holding 
the  elections  shall  be  regulated  by  the  by-laws 
and  ordinances  of  the  said  corporation :  and  un- 
til such  appointments  or  elections  be  made,  the 
directors  and  president  of  the  said  bank,  for  the 
time  being,  shall  continue  in  office :  And  provided 
ahOt  That  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or 
removal,  of  the  president  of  the  said  corporation, 
the  directors  shall  proceed  to  elect  another  presi- 
dent from  the  directors  as  aforesaid:  and  in  case 
of  the  death,  resignation,  or  absence  from  the 
United  States,  or  removal  of  a  director  from  office, 
the  vacancy  shall  be  supplied  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  or  by  the  stockholders,  as 
the  case  mav  be.  But  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  alone  shall  have  power  to  remove  any 
of  the  directors  appointed  by  him  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  as  soon 
as  the  sum  of  eight  millions  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  and  in  the 
public  debt,  shall  have  been  actually  received  on 
account  of  the  subscriptions  to  the  capital  of  the 
said  bank  (exclusively  of  the  subscription  afore- 
said, on  the  part  of  the  United  States)  notice 
thereof  shall  be  given  by  the  persons  under  whose 
superintendence  the  subscriptions  shall  have  been 
made  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  at  least  two 
newspapers  printed  in  each  of  the  places  (if  so 
many  be  printed  in  such  places  respectively) 
where^  subscriptions  shall  have  been  made,  and 
the  said  persons  shall,  at  the  same  time,  and  in 
like  manner,  notify  a  time  and  place  within  the 
said  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  the  distance  of  at 
least  thirty  days  from  the  time  of  such  notifica- 
tion, for  proceeding  to  the  election  of  twenty 
directors  as  aforesaid,  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
such  election  to  be  then  and  there  made.  And 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  au- 
thorized, during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
to  nominate,  and,  by  atad  With  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint,  five  directors 
of  the  said  bank,  though  not  stockholders,  any- 
thing in  the  provisions  of  this  act  to  the  contrary 
notwithstaoaing;  and  the  persons  who  shall  be 
elected  and  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  the 
first  directors  of  the  said  bank,  and  shall  proceed 
to  elect  one  of  the  directors  to  be  president  of  the 
said  bank;  and  the  directors  and  president  of  the 
said  bank,  so  appointed  and  elected  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  capable  of  serving  in  their  respective 
office,  by  virtue  thereof,  until  the  end  and  expira- 
tion of  the  first  Monday  of  the  month  of  January 
next  ensuing  the  said  appointments  and  elections, 
and  they  shall  then  and  thenceforth  commence, 
and  continue  the  operations  of  the  said  bank,  at 
the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
directors,  for  the  time  being,  shall  have  power  to 
appoint  such  officers,  clerks,  and  servants,  under 
them,  as  shall  be  necessary  for  executing  the  busi- 
ness of  the  said  corporation,  and  to  allow  them 


such  compensation  for  their  services,  respect- 
ively, as  shall  be  reasonable ;  and  shall  be  capable 
of  exercising  such  other  powers  and  authorities 
for  the  well  governing  and  ordering  of  the  officers 
of  the  said  corporation  as  shall  be  prescribed, 
fixed,  and  determined,  by  the  laws,  regulationai 
and  ordinances,  of  the  same. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
following  rules,  restrictions,  limitations,  and  pro- 
visions, shall  form  and  be  fundamental  articles  of 
the  constitution  of  the  said  corporation,  to  wit ; 

1.  The  number  of  votes  to  which  tlie  stock- 
holders shall  be  entitled,  in  voting  for  directors, 
shall  be  according  to  the  number  of  shares  he, 
she,  or  they,  respectively,  shall  hold,  in  the  pro- 
portions following,  that  is  to  say,  fur  one  share 
and  not  more  than  two  shares,  one  vote;  for  every 
two  shares  above  two,  and  not  exceeding  ten,  one 
vote;  for  every  four  shares  above  ten,  and  not 
exceeding  thirty,  one  vote ;  for  every  six  shares 
above  thirty,  and  not  exceeding  sixty,  one  vote; 
for  every  eight  shares  above  sixty,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred,  one  vote ;  and  for  every  ten 
shares  above  one  hundred,  one  vote;  but  no  per- 
son, copartnersliip,  or  body  politic,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  a  greater  number  than  thirty  votes;  and 
after  the  first  election,  no  share  or  shares  shall 
confer  a  right  of  voting,  which  shall  not  have 
been  bolden  three  calendar  months  previous  to  the 
day  of  election.  And  stockholders  actually  resi- 
dent within  the  United  States,  and  none  other, 
may  vote  io  elections  by  proxy. 

2.  Not  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  directors 
elected  by  the  stockholders,  and  not  more  than 
four-fifths  of  the  directors  appointed  by  thePrexi- 
deni  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  be  io  office 
at  the  time  of  an  annual  election,  shall  be  elected 
or  appointed  for  the  next  succeeding  year;  and 
no  director  shall  hold  his  office  more,  than  three 
years  out  of  four  in  succession;  but  the  director 
who  shall  be  the  president  at  the  time  of  an  elec- 
tion may  always  be  reappointed  or  re-elected,  as 
the  case  may  be. 

3.  None  but  a  stockholder,  resident  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  a  director;  nor  shall 
a  director  be  entitled  to  any  emolument;*  but  the 
'directors  may  make  such  compensation  to  the 

E resident,  for  his  extraordinary  attendance  at  the 
ink,  as  shall  appear  to  them  reasonable. 

4.  Not  less  than  seven  directors  shall  consti- 
tute a  board  for  (he  transaction  of  business,  of 
whom  the  president  shall  always  be  one,  except 
in  case  of  sickness  or  necessary  absence ;  in  which 
case  his  place  may  be  supplied  by  any  other  di- 
rector whom  he.  by  nvriting,  under  his  hand, 
shall  depgteTor  that  purpose.  And  the  director 
so  deputed  may  do  and  transact  all  the  necessary 
business,  belonging  to  the  office  of  the  president 
of  ihe  said  corporation,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  sickness  or  necessary  absence  of  the  presi- 
dent. 

5.  A  number  of  stockholders,  not  less  than  six- 
ty, w||o,  together,  shall  be  proprietors  of  one 
thousand  shares  or  upwards,  shall  have  power  at 
anv  time  to  call  a  general  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders, for  purposes  relative  to  the  InstitutioQ, 
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giiring  at  le&st  ten  weeks*  notice  in  two  pablie 
newspapers  of  the  place  where  the.baok  is  seated, 
and  specifying*  in  soeti  notice  the  object  or  ob- 
jects of  such  meeting. 

6.  Each  cashier  or  treasarer,  before  he  enters 
upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  be  required  to 
tnye  bond,  with  two  or  more  sureties,  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  th^  directors,  in  a  sum  not  less  than 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  with  a  condition  fbt  his 
good  behaviour,  and  the  faithful  performance  of 
his  duties  to  the  corporation. 

7.  The  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments, 
which  It  shaH  be  lawful  for  the  said  eorporation 
to  hotdj  shall  be  only  such  as  shall  be  requisite 
for  its  immediate  accommodation  it  relation  to 
the  convenient  transacting  of  its  business,  ai)d 
luch  as  shall  have  been  6ona  Jid^  mortgaged  to 
it  by  way  of  security,  or  conveyed  to  it  in  satis- 
fiction  of  debts  previously  contracted  in  the 
course  of  its  dealings,  or  purchased  at  ndes,  upon 
judgments  which  shall  have  been  obtained  for 
such  debrs. 

8.  The  total  amount  of  debts  which  the  said 
corporation  shall  at  any  time  owe,  whether  by 
bond,  bill,  note,  or  other  contract,  over  and  above 
the  debt  or  debts  doe  for  money  deposited  in  the 
bank,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  thirty-five  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  unless  the  contracting  of  any 

g*'eater  debt  shall  have  been  previously  author- 
ed bv  law  of  the  United  States.  In  case  of  ex- 
cess, the  directors  under  whose  administration  it 
shall  happen,  shall  be  liable  for  the  same  ia  their 
natural  and  private  capacities;  and  an  action  of 
debt  may  in  such  case  oe  brought  against  them, 
or  any  of  chem,  their  or  any  of  their  heirs,  exec- 
utors, or  administrators,  in  any  court  of  tecord 
of  the  United  States,  or  either  of  them,  by  any 
creditor  or  creditors  of  the  said  corporation,  and 
may  be  prosecuted  to  judgment  and  execution, 
any  condition,  covenant,  or  agreement  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.  But  this  provision  shall 
not  he  construed  to  exempt  the  said  cornoration 
or  the  lands,  tenements^  goods,  or  chattels  of  the 
same  from  being  also  liable  for,  and  chargeable 
'With,  the  said  excess.  Such  of  the  said  directors, 
who  mhy  have  been  absent  when  the  said  excess 
was  contracted  or  created,  or  who  may  have  dis- 
sent^ from  the  resolution  or  act  vi^hereby  the 
sjime  was  so  contracted  or  created,  may  respec- 
tively exonerate  themselves  fVom  being  so  liable, 
by  forthwith  giving;  notice  of  the  fact,  and  of 
ineit  absence  or  dissent,  to  the  President  of  the 
TJnited  Slates,  and  to  the  stockholders,  at  a  gen- 
eral meeting,  which  they  shall  have  power  to 
call  for  that  purpose. 

9.  The  said  corporation  shall  not,  directlv  or 
indirectly,  deal  or  trade  in  anything  except  bills 
of  exchange,  gold  or  silver  bullion,  or  in  the  sale 
of  goods  really  and  truly  pledged  for  money  lent 
and  not  redeemed  in  due  time,  or  goods  which 
shall  be  the  proceeds  of  its  lands.  It  shall  not  be 
at  liberty  to  purchase  any  public  debt  whatso- 
ever, nor  shall  it  take  more  than  at  tb#rate  of 
aix  per  centum  per  annum  for  or  upon  its  loans 
or  discounts. 

10.  No  loan  shall  be  made  bf  the  aaid  corpora* 


tion,  for  the  use  or  on  account  of  tke  Qorem- 
meat  of  the  United  States,  to  an  amooot  exceed- 
ing five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  of  aay 
particular  Sute,  to  an  amount  exceeding  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  or  of  any  foreign  Prince  or 
State,  unless  previously  authotitM  by  m  Jaw  ec 
the  United  States, 

11.  The  Slock  of  the  said  corporation  abaU  be 
assignable  and  trauAferrable,  according  to  sod 
rules  as  shall  be  instituted  in  that  bebiU;  by  tkt 
laWs  and  ordinances  of  the  same. 

13.  The  bills,  obligatory  and  of  credit,  under 
the  seal  of  the  said  corporation,  which  ahallk 
made  to  any  person  or  persons,  shall  he  assifsir 
ble  by  endorsement  thereupon,  under  the  hand  ff 
hands  of  such  person  or  persona,  and  his,  her  « 
their  executors  or  administrators,  and  his,  her  a 
their  assignee  ofr  assignees,  and  eo  mm  absolotdr 
to  transfer  and  vest  the  property  thereof  in  can 
and  every  assignee  or  assignees  soceessirelj^aad 
to  enable  such  assignee  or  assignees,  aad  his,  he 
or  their  executors  or  administrators,  to  ■taiolaia 
am  action  thereupon  in  his,  her  or  their  own  name 
or  names :  Promdid^  That  said  corporaUoa  shall 
not  make  any  bill  obligatory,  or  of  credit,  ot  olhei 
obligation  under  its  seal  for  the  paymeot  oft 
sura  less  than  five  thousand  dollars.  And  the 
bills  or  notes  which  may  be  issued  by  order  of  ik 
said  corporation,  signed  by  the  areeideat,  tad 
countersigned  by  the  principal  cashier  or  tretso- 
rer  thereof,  promising  the  oay meat  of  money  to 
anv  person  or  persons,  his,  her  or  their  order,  or 
to  bearer,  although  not  under  the  seal  of  the  said 
teorporation,  shall  be  binding  and  obligatory  upot 
the  same,  in  like  manner,  and  with  like  force  and 
effect,  as  upon  any  private  person  or  persons.  U 
issued  by  him,  her  or  them,  in  hk,  her  or  theit 
private  or  natural  capacity  or  eapMities,  and 
shall  be  assignable  and  negotiable  in  like  manner 
as  if  they  were  so  issued  by  such  private  person 
or  persons ;  that  is  to  say,  those  which  sbail  be 
parable  to  any  person  or  persons,  hfb,  her  orthetr 
order,  shall  be  assignable  ny  endorsement^  in  Kike 
manner,  and  with  the  like  efiect  as  fotet^  bills 
of  exchange  now  are;  and  those  which  are  par- 
able to  bearer  shall  be  assiffoable  and  negotiable 
by  delivery  only :  /Vtirided,  That  all  bills  or  notea 
so  to  be  issued  by  said  corporation^  shall  be  made 
payable  on  demand,  other  than  bills  or  notes  for 
the  payment  of  a  sum  not  less  than  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  and  payable  to  the  order  of  some 
person  or  persons,  which  bills  or  notes  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  said  corporation  to  make  payable  at 
any  time  not  exceeding  sixty  days  from  the  date 
thereof. 

13.  Half-yearlv  dividends  shall  be  made  of  so 
much  of  the  profits  of  the  bank  as  shall  appear  to 
the  directors  advisable  $  and  once  in  every  three 
years  the  directors  shall  lay  before  the  stock  hol- 
ders, at  a  general  meeting,  for  their  informaiioa. 
an  exact  and  particular  statement  of  the  debts 
which  shall  have  remained  unpaid  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  original  credit,  for  a  period  of 
treble  the  term  of  that  credit,  and  of  the  salp^Btt 
of  the  profits,  if  any,  i^er  deducting  losses  and 
dividends.   If  there  ahall  be  a  flutare  in  the  pay- 
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mttni  ^  tiif  ptn  of  any  •um  sttlMeribed  to  the 
Ctpital  of  ttM  said  bank,  lyjr  aafy  person,  eopart- 
Aersbip  or  bo#y  politic^  the  party  fkiling  shall 
loae  the  benefit  of  aoy  diridooa  whidi  may  hare 
seemed  prior  to  the  time  for  makiag  such  pay- 
tneot,  aoa  doriiig  the  delay  of  the  same. 

14.  The  direetors  of  the  said  oorporation  shaH 
eatablisH  a  ooaiip^teiit  oflSee  of  discount  and  de- 

Cwlte  in  tie  Diatriot  of  Golnmbia,  wbenerer  any 
w  of  the  United  States  shall  reqvire  such  an 
etublishmeni;  also  one  sveh  office  of  diseotont 
md  deposiin  in  any  Stato  In  which  two  thousand 
nharca  shall  have  been  snbseribed  or  may  be 
held,  whelierer,  opon  applieattonof  the  Legtsla- 
tnre  of  aoeli  dute,  Confffess  may,  hy  law,  re- 
quire the  same:  Prmndedy  this  direntors  aforesaid 
ahall  noi  be  boand  to  eetablish  snch  oiBce  before: 
Ibe  whole  of  the  capital  of  the  bank  ahall  have' 
bean  paid  np.  And  ii  shall  be  lawful  for  the  di-' 
Mtors  of  the  Mid  eorpotatioa  to^establi^h  offices 
01  diseonnt  and  deiposite.  wheresoever  they  shall: 
think  fit,  within  the  4[Jnfied  Stniee  or  the  Terri- 
tories thereof,  and  lo  commit  the  mnnai^ement  of 
the  said  offices,  and  the  bastoesa  thereof,  respec-, 
tively,  to  such  persons,  and  under  sneh  regula- 
tions, ns  they  shall  deem  proper,  not  being  con- 
trary to  law  or  the  eonetttution  of  the  bai^.  Or, 
Instead  of  establishing  sueh  offices,  h  AaU  bei 
lawful  for  the  directors  of  the  said  corporation, 
from  time  to  tiaie,  to  employ  an?  other  bank  or 
banks,  to  be  Urst  approved  by  we  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  at  any  place  or  places  that  they 
way  deem  em  and  ptoper,  to  matiage  and  tmns- 
•ct  the  bnsinees  proposed  ne  aforesaid,  other  than 
for  the  purposes  of  diseonm,  to  be  managed  and 
transacted  by  e«eh  offices,  under  such  agree- 
ments, and  sul^ect  to  iuch  regnlations,  as  they 
ahall  deem  Jost  and  proper.  Not  more  then  thir- 
teen, nor  -^ess  than  seven  managers  or  director, 
of  every  office  established  as  atoresaid,  shall  be 
annually  amointed  by  the  direetori  of  the  bank, 
to  aerve  on#year;  they  shall  choose  a  president 
from  their  own  number ;  each  of  them  shall  be  a 
citiien  of  the  United  States,  and  o  resident  of  the 
fikate,  Territory,  or  district,  wherein  auch  office 
ie  esiablisbed;  and  not  more  than  three-fourths 
of  the  said  managers  or  directors,  in  office  at  the 
time  of  an  annual  appointment,  shall  be  reap- 
pointed for  the  next  succeeding  year  ;  and  no  di- 
iiector  shall  iiOMIiis  office  more  than  three  years 
out  of  four,  iaeucceasioa ;  hot  the  president  may 
be  always  reappointed. 

15.  The  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury 
Department  of  the  United  States  shall  be  fur- 
nished, ftom  time  to  time,  as  often  as  he  may  re- 
qtnre,  not  etching  once  a  week,  with  state- 
ments of  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  the 
said  corporation  and  of  the  debts  due  to  the 
name ;  of  the  moneys  deposited  therein ;  of  the 
notes  in  circulation,  and  of  the  specie  in  hand ; 
and  shall  have  a  right  to  inspect  such  general 
•ecounts  in  the  books  of  the  bank  as  shall  relate 
to  the  said  statement :  Provided,  That  this  shall 
not  be  conetrued  to  imply  a  right  of  inspecting 
tlM  account  of  nnv  private  inmvidual  or  indivi- 
inala  with  tbe4)aBK. 


16.  No  stockholder,  unless  he  be  a  citizen  of 
the  United  Sutes,  shall  vote  in  the  choice  of  di- 
rectors. 

17.  No  note  shall  be  issued  of  less  amount 
than  &Ye  dollars. 

Sec.  12.  Anibt  U further  enaeud^  That  if  the 
said  corporation,  or  any  person  or  persons,  for  or 
to  the  nse  of  the  same,  shall  deal  or  trade  in  bay* 
ing  or  selling  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  com- 
modities whatsoever,  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  all  and  every  person  atd  persons  by 
whom  any  order  or.  direction  for  so  dealing  or 
trading  shall  have  been  given ;  and  all  and  every 
person  and  persons  who  shall  have  been  con- 
cerned as  parties  or  agents  therein,  shall  forfeit 
and  lose  treble  the  value  of  the  foods,  wares,  mer- 
chandise, and  commodities  in  Which  such  dealing 
and  trade  shall  have  been,  one-half  thereof  to  the 
use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  thereof  to 
the  use  of  the  United  States,^  to  be  recovered  In 
any  action  of  law  with  costs  of  suit. 

Sbo.  13.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  if 
the  said  corporation  shall  advance  or  lend  any 
sum  of  money  for  the  use  or  on  account  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  Stales,  to  an  amount 
exceeding  five  hundred  thousand  dollars}  or  of 
any  particular  State,  to  an  amount  exceeding 
fifty  thousand  dollars }  or  of  any  foreign  Prince 
or  State^  (unless  previously  authorized  thereto  by 
a  law  of  the  United  States,)  all  and  every  person 
and  persons,  by  and  with  whose  order,  agree- 
ment, consent,  approbation, and  connivance,  such 
unlawful  advance  or  loan  shall  have  been  mode, 
upon  conviction  thereof  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for 
every  such  offence,  treble  the  value  or  amouot  of 
the  sum  or  sums  which  have  been  so  unlawfully 
advanced  or  lent;  one-fifth  thereoif  to  the  use  of 
the  informer,  and  tiie  residua  thereof  to  the  use 
of  the  United  States, 

Sao.  14.  And  be  ii  fitHher  enacted,  Thed  tba 
bills  or  notes  of  tlw  aaid  corporation  originally 
made  payable,  or  which  shall  have  become  paya- 
ble on  uemaod,  shall  be  faceivable  in  all  pay- 
ments to  the  United  Btatas,  ooleas  otherwise  di- 
rected by  act  of  €k>ngreaa. 

Sec.  15b  Afkd  be  itfitrUmr  eimmted,  That  do- 
ring  the  coDtiouaoco  of  this  act,  aad  whenever 
required  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the 
said  corporation  shaU  give  the  oecemary  racili- 
ties  for  transferring  the  public  funds  from  phiM 
to  place,  within  the  United  States,  or  the  Torrl- 
tones  thereof,  and  for  distributing  the  same  to 
payment  of  the  public  creditors,  without  ehargiitg 
commissions  or  claiming  allowance  on  aoaotnt 
of  difference  in  exchaage,  and  shall  also  do  and 

Ssrform  the  several  aad  respective  dotiea  of  the 
ommissioocra  of  Leans  for  the  aeveral  Stales, 
or  of  any  one  or  more  of  them,  whenever  ea* 
quired  by  law. 

Sno.  16.  And  be  it  further  enaeted,  That  the 
depositee  of  the  money  of  the  United  States,  in 
places  in  which  the  said  bank  and  branches  there** 
of  may  be  eswblished,  shall  be  made  in  said  bank 
or  branches  thereof,  unless  the  Secretary  of  the 
Traaanry  ahall  at  any  lima  otherwise  order  and 
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direct;  in  which  case  ibe  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury shall  immediately  lay  before  Congress,  If  io 
sessioD,  and  if  not,  immediately  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session,  the  reasons  of 
such  order  or  direction. 

Sao.  17.  And  be  U  Juriher  enacUd^  That  the 
said  corporation  shall  not  at  anv  time  suspend  or 
refuse  payment  in  ^old  and  silver,  of  any  of  its 
notes,  bills,  or  obligations ;  nor  of  any  moneys 
received  upon  deposite  in  said  bank,  or  in  any  of 
its  offices  of  discount  and  deposite.  And  if  the 
said  corporation  shall  at  any  time  refuse  or  ne- 
|rlect  to  pay  on  demand  any  bill,  note  or  obliga- 
tion issued  by  the  corporation,  according  to  the 
contract,  promise,  or  undertaking  therein  ex- 
pressed  \  or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  on  de- 
mand any  moneys  received  in  said  bank,  or  in 
any  of  its  offices  aforesaid,  on  deposite,  to  the 
person  or  persons  entitled  to  receive  the  same, 
then,  and  in  every  such  case,  the  holder  of  any 
such  note,  bill,  or  obligation,  or  the  person  or  per- 
sons entitled  to  demand  and  receive  such  moneys 
as  aforesaid,  shall  respectively  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive and  recover  interest  on  the  said  bill^  notes, 
obligations,  or  moneys,  until  the  same  shall  be 
fully  paid  and  satisfied,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per 
centum  per  annum  from  the  time  of  such  demand 
as  aforesaid :  Provided,  That  Congress  may  at 
any  time  hereafter  enact  laws  enforcing  and  reg* 
nlating  the  recovery  of  the  amount  of  the  notes, 
bills,  obligations,  or  other  debts,  of  which  pay- 
ment shall  have  been  refused  as  aforesaid,  with 
the  rate  of  interest  abovementioned,  vesting  ju- 
risdiction for  that  purpose  in  any  courts,  either 
of  law  or  equity,  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  or  Territories  thereof,  or  of  the  several 
States,  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

Seg.  16.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  if 
any  person  shall  falsely  make,  forge  or  counter- 
feit, or  cause  or  procure  to  be  falselv  made,  forged 
or  counterfeited,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in 
falsely  making,  tbrgiog  oreouoterfeiting  any  bill 
or  note  in  imitation  ol  or  purporting  to  be  a  bill 
or  note  issued  by  order  of  the  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  said  bank,  or  any  order  or 
check  on  the  said  bank  or  corporation,  or  any 
^cashier  thereof;  or  qhall  (alsely  alter,  or  cause  or 
procure  to  be  falsely  alcered,  or  willtngly  aid  or 
assist  io  falsely  altering  any  bill  or  note  issued  by 
order  of  the  president,  directors,  and  company  cm 
tiM  said  bank,  or  any  order  or  cheek  on  the  said 
bank  or  corporation,  or  any  cashier  thereof;  or 
shall  pass,  utter  or  publish,  or  attempt  to  pass 
Bttcr  or  publish  as  true,  any  false,  forged^  or 
eottoterfeited  bill  or  note,  purporting  to  be  a  bill 
or  note  issued  by  order  of  the  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  said  bank,  or  any  false, 
forged,  or  counterfeited  order  or  cheek  upon  the 
said  bank  or  corporation,  or  any  cashier  thereof, 
knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely  forged  or  coon^ 
terfeited ;  or  shall  pass,  otter  or  publish,  or  at- 
tempt to  pass,  utter  or  publish,  as  true,  aof  false- 
ly altered  bill  or  note  issued  by  order  Of  the  pres- 
ident, directors,  and  company  of  the  said  bank, 
or  soy  fslsely  altered  order  or  cheek  oa  the  said 
teak  or  corporaiioA,  ortuiy  casliter  Ikcnof^ksow^ 


ing  the  same  to  be  falsely  altered  wick  Inteutloa 
to  defraud  the  said  corporattoii  or  aajr  otber  body 
politic  or  person.;  or  shall  sell,  utter  itr  deliver, 
or  cause  to  be  sold,  uttered  or  delirered,  aof 
forged  or  counterfeit  note  or  bill  in  imicauoo,  or 
purporting  to  be  a  bill  or  note  issued  by  order  of 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  said  bank,  know- 
ing the  same  to  be  false,  forged«  or  conotcrteued; 
every  such  person  shall  be  deemed  and  ndjudged 
guilty  of  felony,  and,  being  thereof  convicted  6y 
due  course  of  ww,  shall  be  sentenced  to  be  im- 
prisoned and  kept  to  labor  for  not  leas  tluLn  three 
years,  nor  more  than  tea  yeaiSi  or  stiaJl  be  in- 
prisoned  aot  exceeding  ten  years,  and  fined  aot 
exceeding  five  thousand  dollars:  Promdtd,  Thai 
nothing  nereio  contained  shall  be  eonsiraed  ts 
deprive  the  courts  of  the  individual  Slates  of  a 
jurisdiction  under  the  laws  of  the  several  Stsies, 
over  any  ofllence  declared  punishable  l»v  this  act 

Sbo*  19.  And  be  U  Jwrther  madei.  That  if 
any  person  shall  make  or  engrave,  or  causey  sc 
procure  to  -be  made  or  engraved,  or  shall  here  ia 
his  custody  or  possession,  any  metallic  plate,  en- 
graved after  the  aimilitude  of  any  plaie  from 
which  any  notes  or  bills,  issued  by  tiw  said  co^ 
poration,  shall  have  been  printed,  with  latent  lo 
use  such  pUte,  or  to  cause,  or  suffer  liie  same  is 
be  used  in  forging  or  counterfeiting  any  of  ik 
notes  or  bills  issued  by  said  corporauoo  ;  or  skU 
have  in  his  custody  or  possessioa,  any  blank  sen 
or  notes,  bill  or  bills,  engraved  and  printed  alter 
the  similitude  of  any  notes  or  bills  issued  by  ssid 
corporation,  with  intent  to  use  sneb  blanks,  or 
cause,  or  suiSfer  the  same  to  be  used  In  f«>rgtng  or 
counterfeiting  any  of  the  notea  or  bills  issacd  bf 
the  said  corporation ;  or  shsU  have  in  his  casiod|r 
or  possession,. any  paper  adapted  to  the  mskiog 
of  bai^  notes  or  bills,  and  similar  to  ike  pspec 
upon  which  any  notes  or  bills  of  the  said  corpo* 
ration  shall  have  been  issued,  with  iaient  to  use 
such  paper,  or  cause,  or  suffer  the  same  to  be  need 
in  forging  or  counterfeiting  aay  o#ihe  notes  or 
bills  issued  by  the  said  eorporatioa,  every  Mich 
person,  being  thereof  eonvioled,  fay  due  coane  of 
law,  shall  be  sentenced  to  be  impriiooed,  and 
kept  to  hard  labor^for  a  term  not  exceediag  five 
years,  or  shall  be  imprisoned  for  a  tem  aoc  ex- 
ceeding five  years,  and  fined  ia  a  aum  not  exceed- 
ing one  thousand  dollars. 

SBa20.  And  be  U/urther  ewdtedf^  That  ia 
consideration  of  the  exclusive  privikfcs  and 
benefiu  conferred  by  this  aei  upon  the  said  baniL 
the  president  directors,  and  company  thereof, 
shall  pay  to  the  United  States,  out  of  the  corpo> 
rate  foods  thereof^  the  sum  of  one  oiillion  and 
five  hundred  thousaad  dollars,  in  thieeeqnal  p^^ 
ments;  that  is  to  say:  five  haadred  ihoneand 
dollars  at  the  expiration  of  two  years  ^  five  hoe* 
dred  thousand  dollars  at  the  expiration  of  three 
years ;  and  five  hundred  thousaod  dollars  at  the 
expiration  of  four  years  after  the  said  bank  shall 
be  organizedi  and  commence  its  operations  ia  the 
manner  hereinbefore  provided* 

Sac.  21.  And  be  ii  Jwtker  enacted.  That  no 
other  bank  sbsU  be  established  by  any  fotnisiaw 
of  the  United  Sutes  during  the  coatinnnaioe  of 
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the  eontomtioQ  hereby  craftiedi  ibr  wbioh  the 
faith  of  the  Uoited  Stales  is  hereby  pledged : 
ProHehdy  Cpo^ress  may  reoew  existk^  ebar- 
ters  for  baoks  m  the  District  of  Colambia,  aot 
inereasiDg  the  capital  thereof,  and  may  also  es- 
tablish any  other  baok  or  baok»  in  said  District, 
with  capitals  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  six 
milliooe  of  dollars,  if  they  shall  deem  it  expedi- 
ent. And,  notwithstanding  the  expiration  of  the 
term  for  which  the  said  corporation  is  created,  it 
aball  be  lawful  to  use  tb«  corporate  name,  style, 
•nd  capacity,  for  Jhe  purpose  of  suits  for  the 
final  settlement  and  liquidation  of  the  affairs  and 
aeceunfs  of  the  corporation,  and  for  the  s^le  and 
disposition  of  their  'estate,  real,  personal,  and 
mixed ;  but  not  for  any  other  purpose,  or  in  any 
<>lber  manner  whatsoever,  nor  for  a  period  exceed- 
ing two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  said 
term  of  incorporation. 

Sbc.  22.  And  be  U further  enacUd,  That  if  the 
subscriptions  and  payments  to  said  bank  shall 
not  be  made  and  completed  so  as  to  enable  the 
tame  to  commence  its  operations,  or  if  the  said 
bank  shall  not  commence  its  operations  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  Monday  in  April  next,  then,  and  in 
that  ease.  Congress  may^  <at  any  time,  within 
twelre  months  thereafter,  dedaff^  by  law,  this 
act  null  and  void. 

8bo.  2a  And  be  4  fiuiher  mu»cied^  That  it 
shall,  at  all  times,  be  taarfulfora  commiuee  of 
either  House  of  Congress,  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  to  inspect  the  books,  and  to  examine 
into  the  pffoceediogs  of  the  corporation  hereby 
created,  and  to  report  whether  the  provisions  of 
this  charter  have  been,  by  the  same,  violated  or 
not ;  and  whenever  any  committee,  as  aforesaid, 
ahall  find  and  report,  or  the  President  of  the  Uoi- 
ted Sutes  shall  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
charter  has  been  violated,  it  may  be  lawful  for 
Congress  to  direct,  or  the  President  to  order  a 
scire  facial  to  be  sued  out  of  the  circuit  court  of 
the  disirio#of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  (which  shall  be  executed  upon  the 
president  of  the  corporation  for  the  time  being, 
at  least  fifteen  days  before  the  eommencemeal  of 
the  term  of  said  court,)  calling  on  the  said  corpo- 
ration to  show  cause  wherefore  the  charter,  here- 
by granted,  shall  not  be  declared  forfeited }  and 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  cowrt,  upon  the  re- 
turn of  the  said  mdrefadUm^  to  examine  into  the 
Iruth  of  the  alleged  vioUilon,  and  if  such  viola- 
tion be  made  to  appear,  tbeo  to  proaooaoe  and 
adMidge  that  the  said  charter  is  forfeited  aad  an- 
nulled :  ^rtmiedy  however,  Every  issue  of  fact 
which  may  be  joined  between  the  United  States 
and  the  corporation  aforesaid,  ahall  be  tried  by 
jurv.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  afore- 
said to  require  the  production  of  such  of  the 
books  of  the  corporation  as  it  may  deem  neces- 
sary for  the  ascertainment  of  the  controverted 
facts;  and  the  final  judgment  of  the  court  afore^ 
•aid.  shall  be  examinable  in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  by  writ  of  error,  and  may 
be  there  reversed  or  affirmed,  according  to  the 
usages  of  law. 

Ap^roved^  April  10,  lS16w  t 

14th  Com.  iBi  Ssas. — 68 


An  Act  making  appiopiiations  for  the  support  of 

Government,  K>r  the  year  one  thoosand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixteen.  ^ 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c.  That,  for  the  expenditure  of 
the  civil  list  in  the  present  year,  including  the 
contrngeot  expenses  of  the  several  departments 
and  offices ;  for  the  compensation  of  the  several 
loan  officers  and  their  clerks,  and  for  books  and 
stationery  for  the  same ;  for  the  payment  of  an- 
nuities and  grants;  for  the  support  of  the  Mint 
Establishment ;  for  the  expenses  of  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations;  for  the  support  of  light- 
houses, beacoDs,  buoys,  and  public  piers;  for  sur- 
veying the  coast  of  the  United  States;  for, mak- 
ing the  Cumberland  road ;  for  ascertaining  the 
titles  to  lands  in  Louisiana;  for  providing  certifi- 
cates of  registry  and  lists  of  crews ;  and  for  sat- 
isfying certain  miscellaneous  claims,  the  follow- 
ing sums  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  letpeal^ 
ively  appropriated,  that  is  to  say : 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representative^ 
their  officers,  and  attendants,  five  hundred  ana 
ninety-five  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars, and  the  deduction  to  be  made  on  account  of 
the  absence  of  members  or  dele^tes  for  any  part 
of  the  present  session,  shall  be  in  the  proportion 
which  the  days  of  their  absence  respectively 
bear  to  the  whole  number  of  the  days  of  the  ses- 
sion. 

For  the  expense  of  firewood,  stationerv,  print- 
ing, and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  forty-seven  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  the  Library  of  Congress,- 
including  the  librarian's  allowance  for  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  twenty-fire  thousand  dollars. 

For  rent  and  repairs  of  the  tenement  occupied 
by  the  President  of  the  Uoited  Stales  sirfce  Afli- 
gust,  one  thousand  eight,  hundred  and  fourteen, 
three  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  Department  of  State,  being  the  sumapiprb- 
priated  for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  eleven  thousand  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
Department  and  in  the  Patent  Office^  six  hundred 
and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  incidental  and  Contingent  expenses  oif 
the  said  Department,  including  the  expense  of 
printing  and  distributing  ten  thousand  four  bua- 
dred  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  first  session  of , the 
Fourteenth  Congress,  and  printing  the  laws  in 
newspapers,  sixteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of'  tbf9 
Treasury,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  ip 
the  office  ol  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  being 
the  sum  appropriated  fur  the  service  of  the  year 
one  j^hotijie^  e^^hundrfd andfiftecf:^  ten  ihoy- 
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nnd  four  handred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and 
twenty-eight  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  and  assist- 
ant messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  seven  hnndred  and  ten  dollars.' 

For  expense  of  translating  foreign  languages, 
allowance  to  the  person  employed  in  transmit- 
ting passports  and  sea  letters,  and  for  stationery 
and  printing  in  the  office  of  tne  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  one  thousand  one  hnndred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  issuing  Treas- 
ury notes,  a  sum  not  exceeding  thirty  tiiousand 
dollars. 

For  stating  and  printing  the  public  accounts, 
for  the  years  one  thousand  eigat  hundred  and 
fifteen,  and  one  thounnd  eight  nundred  and  six- 
teen, two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  being 
the  sum  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  thirteen 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars  and 
five  CjBnts. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  additional  clerks  to  be 
employed  in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  two  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  con- 
titigent  expenses  in  the  Comptroller's  office,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
surv,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
Auditor's  office,  being  the  sum  appropriated  for 
the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  eiffht  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  ten  thousand  one  hundred  and 
thirtyitwo  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents,  and  the 
further  sudi  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
offices  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  additional  clerks  to  be 
employed  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor,  four  thou-, 
sand  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  con- 
tingent expenses  in  the  Auditor's  office,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer,  three  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  Treasurer's  office,  being  the  sum  appropria- 
ted for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen,  four  thousand  two  hundred 
and  forty  dollars  and  four  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  additional  clerks  to  be 
employed  in  the  Treasurer's  office,  one  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  printing,  and  con- 
tingent expenses  iA  the  Treasurer's  office,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  Ume  thouaaad  dollaia. 


For  eompeasation  to  the  clerks  enaployed  ia 
the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Caeneftl 
Land  Office,  ten  thousand  two  hundred  mnd  fifty 
dollars. 

•For  compensation  to  the  meseeager  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  stationery,  printing,  and  contingent  ezpea- 
ses  in  the  General  Land  Office,  including  ▼eWom 
for  land  patents,  three  thousand  aereo  aandrerf 
dollars. 

For  arrears  of  compensation  dne^  to  the  chief 
clerk  in  the  office  of  the  said  CommissicMier,  three 
hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue,  tnree  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  ia 
the  office  or  the  Commissioner  of  the  Kevennc, 
being  the  sum  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the 
year  one  ihousana  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  niac 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  io  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  stationery,  printing,  and  continmit  ex- 
penses, including  the  paper,  printing  and  stamp- 
ing of  licenses,  in  the  office  or  said  CommisnoBer. 
three  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Treu- 
ury,  two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  elerks  employed  ia 
the  office  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  being 
the  sum  appropriate  for  the  service  of  the  yesr 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  stxteca 
thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollais 
and  thirty-two  cents.  * 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  ia  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  additional  clerks  to  6e 
employed  in  the  office  of  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  including  books  for 
the  public  stocks,  printing  the  pobJtc  accoonts, 
and  otber  contingent  expenses  w  ilk  Re^gisrer's 
office,  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety 
dollars. 

For  fuel  and  other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  including  rent  of  the  boild- 
ings  now  occupied  by  the  department,  expense  of 
removing  the  records  during  the  late  war,  trans- 
porting the  same  to  the  building  preparing  for 
them^  cost  of  furniture  for  the  offices,  cases  for 
the  are  proof,  and  compensation  to  a  superin- 
tendent and  two  watchmen  employed  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  Treasury  buildings,  fifteen  thoasand 
dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  books,  maps,  and  charts, 
for  the  Treasury  Department,  one  thousand  dol* 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  to  the 
Commissipners  of  the  Sinking  Fond,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  cost  of  vellum  for  patents  for  tailiury 
bounty  land&  printing  them,  and  record  boob 
and  wheels  ror  military  bounty  lottery,  in  i^ 
office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Geneial  Land 
Office,  seventeen  thousand  three  hnndred  doUars. 

For  compsnsatioa  to  two  clerks  to  he  chi- 
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ployed  in  tbe  said  office,  to  write  aod  record  the 
patents,  serenteen  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
four  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  being  tbe  sum 
appropriated  fqr  tbe  serriee  of  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  fifteen  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messeoffer  and  his 
assistants  in  said  office,  scTen  hundred  and  ten 
dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  War^  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
War  Department,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  tbe  Accountant  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, being  the  sum  appropriated  for  the  service 
of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fif* 
teen,  fourteen  thousand  seren  hundred  and  seT- 
enty-fi?e  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  for  additional  clerks,  to  be 
employed  in  the  the  office  of  tbe  Accountant  of 
the  War  Department,  six  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery^rinting,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  said  office,  two  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Paymaster  of  the 
Army,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  Paymaster's  office,  being  the  sum  appropri- 
ated for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen^  thirteen  thousand  three 
hundred  dollars.     -' 

For  additional  compensation  of  fifteen  per  cent* 
to  the  clerks  employed  in  said  office,  on  the  sum 
hereinbefore  appropriated,  one  thousand  nine  hun* 
dred  and  ninety-five  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery^  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  the  Pay- 
master, two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Superintendent  Gene- 
ral of  Military  Supplies,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  emploved  in 
the  office  or  the  Superintendent  General  or  Mili- 
tary Supplies,  being  the  sum  appropriated  for  the 
service  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen,  seven  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tbe  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  tbe 
Superintendent  General  of  Military  Supplies,  six 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissary  General 
of  Purchases,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  or  the  said  Commissary,  being  the  sum 
appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  year  oaii  thou- 


sand eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  dollars. 

F*or  contingent  expenses  in  the  said  office  of 
Commissarv  General  of  Purchases,  nine  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tbe  clerks  in  the  Adju- 
tant and  Inspector  Cteneral's  office,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy, 
four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Nav Vj  being  the 
sum  appropriated  for  tbe  service  of  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  seven  thou* 
sand  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  <?ontingent  expenses  in  said  office,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
Navy,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  tbe  Accountant  of  the  Navv,  being 
the  sum  appropriated  for  tbe  service  of  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  twelve 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  buodred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  additional  clerks  to  be 
employed  in  tbe  office  of  said  Accountant,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  said 
Accountant,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy  Board,  ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
Board,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  or  the  Navy  Board,  including  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  the  service  of 
the  preceding  year,  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  of  the  messenger,  including 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  seven  dollars  ana 
fifty  cents  for  the  service  of  the  preceding  year, 
seven  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  fifty  cents. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Navy 
Board,  including  the  sum  of  one  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  for  the  service  of  the  preceding 
year,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tbe  Postmaster  General, 
three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Assistant  Postmaster 
General,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Assistant 
Postmaster  General,  one  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tbe  clerks,  employed  in 
the  General  Post  Office,  being  the  amount  appro- 
priated for  the  service  of  the  Vear  one.  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  fiiteen  thousand  one 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  additional  clerks^  four 
thoasand  two  httAdNd-attd  Are  dollan. 
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.  For  defieiencf  in  appropriatioa  for  clerk  hire 
for  the  year  one  thoasand  eight  hundred  and  fif- 
teen, nioe  handred  and  thirty-fire  dollars. 

For  oompensatioo  to  the  metseiiger  aod  asaist* 
ant  ine88eo{[er,  six  haodred  and  sixty  dolbrs. 
^  For  eoBiiDgeot  expenses  of  the  Qenerai  Post 
Office,  three  thousand  six  handred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  sereral  Commissioners 
of  Loans,  and  for  allowance  to  certain  Commis- 
sioners of  Loans  in  lien  of  clerk  hire,  fourteen 
thousand  fi?e  bandred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  of  sundry  Com>* 
miesioners  of  Loans,  and  to  defray  the  autnoriied 
expenses  of  the  seTerai  loan  officers,  thirteen 
thousand  aeren  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Borreyor  Qenerai 
and  bis  clerks,  four  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surrey  or  of  lands 
•omh  of  Tennessee,  and  his  clerin,  and  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  his  office,  three  Uiousand 
two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  offieevs  and  clerks  of 
the  Mint)  nine  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  wages  to  persons  employed  in  the  different 
operations  of  the  Mint,  including  the  suai  of  six 
hundred  dollars  allowed  to  an  assistant  engrarer, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  furnaces,  eoet  of  iron  and  ma- 
chinery, rents,  and  other  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Mint,  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty 
dollars. 

For  allowance  for  wastai^e  in  the  gold  and  sil* 
Ver  coinage,  ooe  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  porcbaw  of  copper  to  coin  into  cents, 
fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Ooremor,  Judge5, 
and  Secretary  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  six  thou- 
sand six  hundred  dollars. 

For  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other  contin- 
gent expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Goreraor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  nine  tnou* 
sand  dollars. 

For  atationery,  office  rent,  and  other  eontin- 
gent^expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred 
and  tfty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Qorernor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Missouri  Teiritory,  seven  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  doMurs. 

For  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other  contingent 
expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Qoeernor.  Judges, nnd 
Secretary  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  six  thou- 
sand aix  hundred  dollars.  * 

For  stationery,  office  rent^  and  other  contingent 
«xpenees  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

F<»  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  six  thousand 
aix  hundred  doHarsi 

For  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other  contingent 
expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred  aod 
tfflV  dollars. 

For  defra^FMg  the  expeasasiMnrrcdhy  print- 


ing the  laws  of  said  Territory,  om  iJioaaaad  one 
hundred  and  sereaty-six  dollars  and  iwenty-fiie 
cents. 

For  the  discbarge  of  such  demands  agataat  the 
United  States  on  account  of  the  civil  departaient, 
not  otherwise  provided  fon  as  shall  have  been 
admitted  in  due  course  of  settlement,  ai  the 
Treasury,  two  thauaand  doUara. 

For  compeneatton  granted  by  law  to  the  Chief 
Justice,  tbe  Asaoeiate  Judges,  and  Distrtet  Jadf a 
of  the  United  States,  including  the  Chief  Jostiee 
and  Associate  Judges  of  the  District  of  Colttmbia, 
sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Attorney  Qenesal  of 
the  United  States,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  compensation  of  sundry  District  At- 
torneys and  Marshals,  as  gmnted  by  law,  ia- 
cluding  those  ia  the  several  Territortea,  sera 
ihousaad  eight  hundred  and  fifty  doAtars. 

For  defrayliig  the  expenses  of  the  BapreaN^ 
Circuit,  and  District  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
including  the  District  of  Columbia,  aod  of  jareis 
and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  ariaiog  from 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  and  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  prosecutions  for  oflfeaces  agunat 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  safekeeptag  of 
prisoners,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payiaent  of  sundry  pensioaa  grantei 
by  the  late  Qovernment,  eight  hundred  and  sixty 
dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  annual  aUowaace  ta 
the  invalid  pensioners  *of  the  United  States,  one 
hundred  ana  twenty  thousand  doUars. 

For  makiojg  the  road  from  Comberlaad,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  repaid  out  of  the 
fond  reserved  for  laying  out  and  making  roads  ta 
tbe  State  of  Ohio,  by  virtue  of  the  aeveath  see* 
lion  of  an  act,  passed  on  the  thirtieth  of  April, 
one  thoasand  eight  hundred  and  two^  eaiitled 
^An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  eastern  ^w^ 
aioo  of  the  territory  north  went  of  thi$  riv»r  Ohio 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  ^emaaeat, and 
for  the  admissioa  of  euch  State  into  tbe  13nioo. 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  origiaal  States,  aad 
for  other  purposes/' 

For  tbe  maimenaace  and  support  ef  Ugbt- 
bouses,  beacons,  buoyS|  and  public  piers,  alake- 
ages  of  channels,  bars,  aod  shoala.  including  the 
purchase  aad  transportation  of  oil,  keeper^  sabi- 
ries,  Repairs  aod  improvemeots,  and  eontia^nt 
expenses,  ninety*  seven  thousand  four  hondM  and 
sixty-four  dollars. 

To  replace  the  amount  heretofore  appropciatcdi 
for  defrsviog  the  expense  of  surveying  the  eoaau 
of  the  United  States,  which  was  carried  to  the 
surplus  fund  on  the  thirty-first  of  Dcoambery  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  aod  fourteen,  tweoiy-niae 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollara  aad 
fifty-eeven  .cents. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  aaeertaining  aad 
adjusting  land  titles  in  Louisiana,  %Mit  thousand 
dullars. 

For  defiayiag  the  expense  of  aurreyiag  the 
nublie  Jands  within  the  several  Terri&oriea  of  the 
United  States,  inctudiag  the  •eatpeaaaof  aorreya 
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•f  private  clainiB  ia  Loutsiana;  for  aseertaiaiog 
the  bouodari^es  of  the  Scale  of  Ohrof  of  aorfef- 
ing  the  township  liaes  in  the  Creek  porchase,  and 
of  the  salaries  of  two  prtaeipai  depatics  in  the 
State  of  Looisiana.  one  haDdre4  and  sixty-three 
thoaaaad  four  honored  dollars. 

For  deflraytng  the  expense  of  prioiiDg  eerti&« 
cates  of  registry  and  other  doeuineots  for  vessels, 
five  thousand  seven  bondred  and  fifty  dollars* 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims 
against  tbe  United  States,  nbt  otherwise  provided 
fbr,  as  shall  hare  been  admitted  in  doe  course  of 
settlement  at  the  Treasury,  four  thoustod  dollars. 

For  tbe  salaries,  allowaneer,  and  eontlngent 
expenses  of  Ministers  to  foreign  nations,  and  of 
iecretariee  of  legation,  one  hundred  and  fourteen 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  intercoorse  be« 
tween  tbe  United  States  and  foreign  aations,  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  necesisary  during  the  present 
year  fbr  carrTing  into  effect  the  fourth, sixth, and 
sevemh  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  concluded 
with  His  Britannic  Majesty  at  GHient,  on  the 
twenty  •fourth  December,  one  thousand  eight  bun* 
dred  and  fourteen,  including  the  compensation  of 
the  Commissioners  appointed  under  tho^e  articles^ 
twenty-three  thousana  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  dolUrs. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  agents  of  claims  on  ae- 
eoottt  of  captures  at  London,  Paris,  and  Copen- 
hagen, at  two  thousand  dollars  each,  six  thoosand 
dollars. 

Forreplaciog  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  heretofore  appropriated  and  carried  lo  the 
surplus  fund  in  tbe  year  one  thousand  eight  hnn- 
dred  and  fifteen,  for  objects  in  relation  to  tbe  in- 
tercourse with  the  Baibary  Siatesi  twenty-five 
jthoosand  dollars. 

For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  the  appropria- 
tion of  last  year  for  the  iateroourae  with  foreign 
nationS|  arising  from  the  difiereoce  in  the  ex- 
change  in  transmitting  the  money  to  Europe, and 
in  tbe  drafts  of  Ministers  and  agents  there  upon 
bankers,  and  to  meet  similar  expenses  the  present 
year,  fiuy  thousand  dollars. 

To  replace  tbe  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars, 
being  part  of  an  appropriation  of  five  thousand 
dollars,  appropriated  by  an  act  of  the  third  of 
March,  one  thoosand  eight  hundred  and  eleven, 
to  discbarge  claims  on  account  of  depredations 
committed  by  tbe  Osage  Indians,  and  since  car- 
ried to  tbe  surplus  fund^  two  thoosand  dollars. 

For  tbe  expenses  of  intercoorse  with  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers^  forty-seven  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  of  distressed  American  seamen 
for  the  present  year,  and  to  make  good  a  deflci* 
ency  in  the  preceding  year,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
^several  ap[>ropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  fund  of  six  bon- 
dred thousand  dollars,  reserved  by  tbe  act  making 
provision  fur  tbe  debt  of  tbe  Uoitei  States,  and 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approred,  April  16, 1816. 


An  Ad  providiog  fin  the  settlemenf  of  certain  a^ 
eonnta  against  the  Libiaqp  ef  Congiess,  ler  extend* 
ing  the  privileges  of  osiag  the  books  theiaiay  and 
for  establishing  the  salaiy  of  the  Librarian. 

Be  ii  enacted,  fc^  That  the  accounting  oflScera 
of  tbe  Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  amboc- 
ixed  and  required  to  investigate  and  settle  tbe  ae* 
counts  against  the  Library  of  Congress,  exhibited 
by  George  Waterston,  Daniel  Rapine,  and  Wil- 
liam Etiiott;  and  the  amount  thereof^  which 
shall  be  deemed  equitable,  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  moneys  in  tbe  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 

Sao.  2.  And  beUJUriher  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  Librarian,  for  attending 
said  Library,  an  annual  salary  of  one  thousana 
dollars,  payable  quarterly,  at  the  Treasury  of  tbe 
United  States,  to  commence  and  take  effect  from 
and  after  the  twenty-first  day  of  March,  one  thon«' 
sand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Sfio.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  prit* 
ilege  of  using  the  books  in  the  Library  shall  be 
extended  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States  and  the  members  of  tbe  diplomatic  corpiL 
on  tbe  same  ^erms  and  conditions  as  it  is  enjojrea 
by  tbe  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Approved,  April  16, 1816. 

An  Act  snpplementaij  to  an  act,,  entitled  **An  act  to 
incorporate  a  company  for  making  certain  turnpike 
roads  within  the  District  of  Columbia." 

Beitenaetedt  #c.,  That  tbe  company  for  mak* 
ing  certain  turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, established  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed 
on  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ten,  be  authorized  and  empowered  to 
open  and  malce  a  turnpike  road,  at  their  own  risk 
and  expense^  from  the  £astern  Branch  bridge,  to 
meet  a  road  to  be  opened  and  made  under  tba 
authority  of  tbe  State  of  Maryland,  from  £d  ward 
H.  Calvert's  mill,  in  Prince  George's  county,  t^ 
the  line  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Seo.S.  And  be  U further  enacted,  That  tbe  said 
company  may  demand  and  receive  the  same  tolls 
as  are  allowed  for  a  like  distance  by  the  act  to 
which  this  b  a  supplement,  and  shall  possess  and 
enjoy  the  same  rights  and  privileges,  aad  be  sob^ 
ject  to  tbe  same  limitations;  pains,  and  penaltieii 
as  are  prescribed,  enjoined',  and  directed  by  tha 
aforesaid  act,  and  an  act  in  addition  thereto,  pastei 
on  tbe  twenty-fin h  day  of  April,  ott»  ihousattd 
eight  hundred  and  ten. 

Approved,  April  16, 1816. 


An  Act  coDfirming  to  the  Navigation  Company  eV 
New  Orleans  the  use  and  pyssession  of  a  lot  in  Iha 
said  city. 

Be  it  enacted,  fCf  That  all  tbe  right  and  claim 
of  the  Untied  States  to  the  tltla,  poseceeioo.  and 
occupancy  of  R  lot  of  ground  of  three  hnndrevlbel 
front  on  Kampart  street,  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, by  six  hundred  feet  in  depth,  on  a  line  with 
St.  Peter  street,  on  which  was  erected^  the  formar 
hospiul  of  charity  in  the  said  city  he,  and  tha 
same  is  hetehy,  vaated  ia  th»  Bfovigaiion  Coa»- 
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mnf  ofNewOrletns:  PromciMi,  That  nothio;  in 
thisaet  eoDtaroed  shall  affect  the  claim  *or  claims  of 
any  individoal  or  iodiriduals,  if  any  toeh  there  be. 
ApproTed,  April  16, 1816. 

An  Act  ihrth«r  extending  the  time  lor  issning  and 
locating  military  land  warrants,  and  lor  other  pur- 


ine it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Secreury  of  War 
be  authorized  to  issue  military  land  warranu  to 
such  persons  as  have  or  shall,  before  the  first  day 
of  Biarch,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  andeigh- 
teen,  produce  to  him  satisfactory  e?idence  of  the 
Talidity  of  their  claims;  which  warranu.  with 
those  heretofore  issued,  and  not  yet  satisfied,  shall 
and  may  be  located  in  the  name  of  the  holders  or 

eroprietors  thereof,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
er,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
on  any  unlgcated  paru  of  the  fifty  quarter  town* 
ships,  and  the  fractional  quarter  townships,  re- 
aerved  by  law  for  original  holders  of  military  land 
warrants.  And  patents  shall  be  granted  lor  the 
land  located  under  this  act,  in  the  same  manner 
M  is  directed  by  former  acts  for  granting  military 

lands. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  iijutther  enacted,  That,  at  the 
expiration  of  the  term  limited  by  this  act.  for  the 
location  of  the  military  land  warrants  aforesaid, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  to  transmit  to  the  Surf  eyor 
General  a  list  of  all  the  lots  of  land  within  the  fifty 
quarter  townships  and  fractional  quarter  town- 
ships, which  shall  at  that  time  remain  unlocated ; 
and  tne  Surrejror  General  shall  prepare  and  trans- 
mit to  the  registers  of  the  land  office  at  Chilico- 
the  and  Zanesville,  respectively,  general  plate  of 
the  aftvesaid  unlocated  lots,  which  lou  shall,  after 
the  fi#st  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  nineteen,  be  offered  for  sale  at  the  land 
offices  in  the  districts  in  which  they  are  situated, 
in  the  same  manner,  on  the  same  terms  and  con- 
ditions, in  e?ery  respect,  as  other  public  lands  are 
offered  at  private  sale,  in  the  same  districts. 

Approved,  April  16, 1816. 

An  Act  to  incresse  the  pension  of  William  Mnnday. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  there  be,  and  hereby 
is,  granted  to  William  Munday,  of  the  citv  of 
Mltimore,  who  lost  both  his  arms  in  an  atuck  on 
tke  enemy  at  St.  Leonard's  creek,  on  the  twentv- 
eighth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen^  in  lieu  of  the  pension  to 
which  he  is  now  entitled  by  law,  a  pension  of 
twenty  dollars  per  month,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
navy  pension  fund. 
'    Approved,  April  16, 1816. 

An  Act  authorising  the  sale  of  a  lot  of  ground,  belong- 
ing to  the  United  Btates,  situated  in  the  town  of 
Knoxville  and  State  of  Tennessee. 
Be  it  enacted^  fc.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  Sutes  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  sold,  at  public  sale,  a  lot  of  pound 
•belonging  to  the  United  States,  siioated  in  the 


town  of  Knoxville  and  State  of  TeBoeaaec,  ten 
days'  notice  being  first  given  in  the  Knoxville 
Gtazette,  of  the  time  and  place  of  sale. 

Sbo.  2.  And  beitjkriherenactedj  Thai;  on  the 
receipt  of  the  money  arising  from  said  sale,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  anthor* 
ized  to  make  or  cause  to  be  made  a  title  or  titles 
to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  said  lot. 

Approved,  April  16, 1816. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  eertain  daimaata  to  land  in 
the  district  of 


Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  sereral  persons 
whose  claims  were  confirmed  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, entitled  ''An  act  confirming  certain  elaima 
to  land  in  the  district  of  Vincennes^  and  for  other 
purposes."  approved  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousana  eight  hundred  and  seven;  and  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  confirming  certain  elaima  to  lead 
in  the  district  of  Vincennes,"  approved  the  thir^ 
teenth  day  of  Febroaryj  one  thousand  eight  hoa* 
dred  and  thirteen,  which  having  been  located 
cannot  be  surveyed  agreeably  to  law,  or  which 
having  been  located  have,  ia  the  opinion  of  xhA 
register  of  the  land  office,  for  the  said  district, 
been  removed  by  the  surveys  of  prior  locattoas, 
from  the  spot  intended  to  be  occupied,  ate  hereby 
authorised  to  enter  their  locations  with  the  reg- 
ister of  the  land  office  at  Vincennea,  on  any  ps^ 
of  the  tract  set  apart  for  that  purpose  in  the  said 
district,  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  t^ 
specting  claims  to  lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory 
and  State  of  Ohio,"  and  in  conformity  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act. 

Approved,  April  16, 1816. 


An  Act  to  authoriae  the  President  of  the  Uniled  Statea 
to  alter  the  road  laid  out  from,  the  loot  of  the  rapids 
of  the  fiver  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  western  nna 
of  the  Connecticut 


Be  it  enacted  fc..  That  the  President  of  the 
United  Sutes  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorixed  to 
cause  to  be  made,  in  such  manner  as  he  may 
deem  most  proper,  an  alteration  in  the  road  laid 
out  under  authority  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  surveying  and  making  of  certain 
roads  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by 
the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,"  so  that  the  said  road  may  pass  through 
the  United  States'  reservation  at  Lower  San- 
dusky,  or  north  thereof,  not  exceeding  three  mi/es. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  That  the  ne- 
cessary expenses  which  shall  be  incurred  in  alter- 
ing the  said  road  shall  be  paid  out  of  (he  moneys 
appropriated  for  the  surveying  of  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  April  16, 1816. 

An  Act  to  authoiise  the  Legislature  of  the  State  sf 
Ohio  to  sell  a  certain  tract  of  land»  reserved  for  the 
use  of  that  State. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Legislature  of  t&e 
State  of  Ohio  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  aa* 
thorized  and  empowered  to  cause  to  be  selected 
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nod  sold,  in  such  mikoiier  and  on  sach  terms  and 
eooditions  as'tbey  may  by  Jaw  direct,  aoy  one 
section  not  exceeding  the  quantity  of  six  hundred 
and  forty  acred  of  the  tract  of  land  of  six  miles 
sqoare,  reserved  for  the  benefit  of  that  State,  at 
the  Scioto  salt  springs:  Pnmded^  That  the  sec- 
tion so  selected  shall  not  include  the  said  salt 
springs,  and  that  the  money  arising  from  the  sale 
of  the  aforesaid  section  shall  be  applied  to  the 
erection  of  a  court-house,  or  other  public  build- 
ings, thereon,  for  the  use  of  the  county  of  Jack- 
son, ia  said  State ;  and  whenever  the  selection 
and  sale  of  the  said  section  of  land  shall  have 
been  made,  and  the  same  shall  be  duly  certified 
to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
a  pateiat  shall  be  granted  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States^for  the  said  section,  in  trust  to 
such  person  or  persons  aa  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  shall  have  appointed  and  authorized  to  sell 
and  execute  titles  to  the  purchasers  of  the  land 
aforesaid. 
Approved,  April  16, 1816. 


An  Act  making  further  provision  lor  militaij  services 
doling  the  late  war,  and  ibr  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted^  4^,  That  when  any  officer  or 
private  soldier  of  the  militia,  including  rangers, 
sea  feneibles,  and  volunteers,  or  any  non-commis- 
sioned officer,  musician,  or  private,  enlisted  for 
either   of  the  terms  of  one  year  or  eighteen 
months,  or  any  commissioned  officer  of  the  regu- 
lar arnoy,  shall  have  died  while  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war,  or  in 
returning  to  his  place  of  residence,  after  being, 
mustered  out  of  service,  or  who  shall  have  died 
at  any  time  thereafter,  in  consequence  of  wounds 
received  whilst  in  the  service,  and  shall  have 
left  a  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  child- 
ren, under  sixteen  years  of  age,  such  widow,  or,  if 
no  widow,  such  child  or  children,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  receive  half  the  monthly  pay  to  which 
the  deceased  was  en  titled  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
for  and  during  the  term  of  five  years ;  and  in  case 
of  death  or  intermarriage  of  such  widow,  before 
the  expiration  of  said  five  years,  the  half  pay  for 
the  remainder  of  the  time  shall  go  to  the  child  or 
children   of  said  decedent.    Provided  always^ 
That  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  adopt  such 
forms  of  evidence,  in  applications  under  jhis  act, 
as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may  pre- 
scribe.   Pnmded  aiw,  That  the  officers  and  pri- 
vate soldiers  of  the  militia,  as  aforesaid,  who 
have  been  disabled  by  wounds  or  otherwise,  while 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duty  during  the  late  war,  shall  be 
placed  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  officers  of  the  regular  army,  under 
such  forms  of  evidence  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  may  |)rescribe.     Provided  aleo. 
That  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  extena 
to  any  person  embraced  in  the  provision  of  an  act. 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  the  militia  slain,  and  for  militia  dis- 
abled in  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  passed 


the  second  day  of  August,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen.        , 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  when 
any  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  or  pri- 
vate soldier  of  the  regular  army  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  been  killed  in  battle,  or  have 
died  of  wounds  or  disease,  while  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  late  war,  and  have 
left  a  child  or  children  under  sixteen  vears  of  age, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  guardian  or  such  child 
or  children,  within  one  year  from  the  passing  of 
this  act,  to  relinquish  the  bounty  land  to  which 
such  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  or  pri- 
vate soldier,  had  he  survived  the  war,  would  have 
been  entitled ;  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to'reeeive  half 
the  monthly  pay  to  which  such  deceased  person 
was  entitled  at  the  time  of  his  death,  for  and 
during  the  term  of  five  years,  to  be  computed  from 
and  after  the  seventeenth  any  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  the  payment 
thereof  to  be  made  when  and  where  other  mili- 
tary pensions  are  or  shall  be  paid ;  and  where  a 
warrant  for  the  military  bounty  land  aforesaid 
shall  have  been  issued  to  or  for  the  use  of  the 
child  or  children  of  any  such  deceased  non-com- 
missioned officer,  musician^  or  private  soldier, 
such  child  or  children,  or  either  of  them,  being 
under  sixteen  years  of  age,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  guardian  of  such  minoror  minors  to  surren* 
der  and  deliver  such  warrant,  into  the  office  for 
the  Department  of  War,  within  one  year  from 
the  passing  of  this  act  ^  of  which  surrender  and 
delivery  the  Secretary  of  that  Department  shall 
give  notice  to  the  Secretary  of  theTreasury,  who 
shall  thereupon  give  the  requisite  orders  tor  the 
payment  of  the  half  pay  hereby  provided  for. 

Sso.  3.  And  be  ii  Jurther  enacted^  That  all 
soldiers  who  have  been  enlisted  to  serve  for  five 
years,  or  during  the  war,  and  were  above  the  age 
of  focty-five,  or  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
who  have  faithfully  served  during  the  late  war, 
and  have  been  regularly  discharged,  and  the  rep- 
resentatives of  such  soldiers  as  shall  have  died 
whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  and  all 
soldiers  who  have  been  enlisted,  and  have  faith- 
fully served  during  the  late  war,  until  they  have 
been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  commissioned  offi- 
cers,, who,  if  they  had  served  during  the  war 
under  their  enlistment,  and  been  regularly  die- 
charged,  would  have  been  entitled  to  a  bounty  in 
land,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  hundred  and  sixty 
or  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  ac- 
cording to  the  term  of  enlistment;  the  warrants 
and  patents  to  issue  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the 
case  of  soldiers  enlisted  of  proper  age,  and  dis- 
charged under  similar  circumstances. 

Ssc.  4  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  the  provisions  of  this  act  into 
effect,  and  other  acts  giving  bounty  lands  to  sol- 
diers of  the  regular  army,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
surveyed  and  laid  ofi^  in  one  or  more  surveys,  two 
millions  of  acres,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  in 
addition  to  the  appropriations  of  lands  by  the  act 
of  May  the  sixth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve,  for  designating,  surveying,  and  grant- 
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girin^  at  le&iBt  ten  weeks'  notice  in  two  public 
newspapers  of  the  place  where  the.badk  is  seated, 
and  specifying-  in  such  notice  the  object  or  ob- 
jects of  such  meeting. 

6.  Each  cashier  or  treasurer,  before  he  enters 
upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  be  re<|uiTed  to 
give  bond,  with  two  or  more  sureties,  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  th«  tSirectofs,  in  a  sum  not  less  than 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  with  a  condition  for  his 
good  behaviour*  and  the  faithful  performance  of 
his  duties  tb  the  cotrporation. 

7.  The  lands,  tenemeuts,  and  hereditameuta, 
which  it  shaH  be  lawful  for  the  said  corporation 
to  holdj  shall  be  only  such  as  shall  be  requisite 
for  its  immedraie  accommodation  in  rdation  to 
th«  convenient  transacting  of  its  business,  add. 
vuch  as  shall  have  been  wmii  fide  mortgaged  to 
h  by  way  of  security,  or  conveyed  to  it  In  satis- 
'faction  of  debts  previously  contracted  in  the: 

course  of  its  dealings,  or  purchased  at  ndes,  upon 
judgments  which  shall  nave  been  obtained  for 
such  debts. 

8.  The  total  amount  of  debts  which  the  said 
corporation  shall  at  any  time  owe,  whether  by 
bond,  bill,  note,  or  other  contract,  over  and  above 
the  debt  or  debts  due  for  money  deposited  in  the 
bank,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  thirty-five  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  unless  the  contracting  of  any 
greater  debt  shall  have  been  previously  author- 
ized by  law  of  the  United  States.  In  case  of  ex- 
cess, the  directors  under  whose  administration  it 
shall  happen,  shall  be  liable  for  the  same  in  their 
natural  and  private  capacities;  and  an  action  of 
debt  may  in  such  case  be  brought  against  them, 
or  any  of  them,  their  or  any  of  their  heirs,  exec- 
utors, or  administrators,  in  any  court  of  record 
of  the  United  Sutes,  or  either  of  them,  by  any 
creditor  or  creditors  of  the  said  corporation,  ana 
may  be  prosecuted  to  judgment  and  execution, 
any  condition,  covenant,  or  agreement  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.  But  this  provision  shall 
not  be  construed  to  exempt  the  said  corporation 
or  the  landSj  tenements^  goods,  or  chattels  of  the 
same  from  being  also  liable  for,  and  chargeable 
with,  the  said  excess.  Such  of  the  said  directors, 
who  mky  have  been  absent  when  the  said  excess 
was  contracted  or  created,  or  who  may  have  dis- 
sentej  fVom  the  resolution  or  act  whereby  the 
sjime  was  so  contracted  or  created,  may  respec- 
tively exonerate  themselves  iVom  being  so  liable, 
by  fofthwith  giving  notice  of  the  fact,  and  or 
theilr  absence  or  dissent,  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  the  stockholders,  at  a  gen- 
eral meeting,  which  they  shall  have  power  to 
call  for  that  purpose. 

9.  The  said  corporation  shall  not,  directly  or 
indirectly,  deal  or  trade  in  anything  except  Dills 
of  exchange,  gold  or  silver  bullion,  or  in  the  sale 
of  goods  really  and  ttuly  pledged  for  money  lent 
and  not  redeemed  In  due  time,  or  goods  which 
shall  be  the  proceeds  of  its  lands.  It  shall  not  be 
at  liberty  to  purchase  any  public  debt  whatso- 
ever, nor  shall  it  take  more  than  at  th#rate  of 
six  per  centum  per  annum  for  or  upon  its  loans 
or  uiscounts. 

10.  No  loan  shall  be  made  by  the  add  eorpora* 


lion,  for  the  use  or  on  account  of  ttie  Oovem- 
ment  of  the  United  Slates,  lo  an  amount  exceed- 
ing five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  of  any 
particular  State,  to  an  amount  exceeding  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  or  of  any  foreign  Prince  or 
State,  unless  previously  tutholrized  by  a  law  ef 
the  United  States. 

11.  The  stock  of  the  said  eorporatloti  shall  be 
assignable  and  transfer rable,  according  to  soeh 
rules  as  shall  be  instituted  in  that  behall|  by  the 
laWs  and  ordinances  of  the  same. 

12.  The  bilU,  obligatory  and  of  credit,  under 
the  setil  of  the  said  corporation,  which  shall  be 
made  to  any  person  or  persons,  shall  be  assigna- 
ble by  endorsement  thereupon,  under  the  hand  or 
hands  of  such  person  or  persons,  and  his,  her  or 
their  executors  or  administrators,  and  his,  her  or 
their  assignee  Or  assignees,  and  so  as  absolutely 
to  transfer  add  vest  the  property  thereof  in  eacn 
and  every  assignee  or  assignees  successively, and 
to  enable  such  assignee  or  assignees,  and  his,  her 
or  their  executors  or  administrators,  to  maintain 
an  action  thereupon  In  his,  her  or  their  own  name 
or  names :  Provided^  That  said  corporation  shall 
not  make  any  bill  obligatory,  or  of  credit,  or  othei 
obligation  under  its  seal  for  the  payment  of  a 
sum  less  than  five  thousand  dollars.  And  the 
bills  or  notes  which  may  be  issued  by  order  of  the 
said  corporation,  signed  by  the  president,  and 
countersigned  by  the  principal  cashier  or  treasu- 
rer thereof,  promising  the  payment  of  money  to 
any  person  or  persons,  bis,  her  or  their  order,  or 
to  bearer,  although  not  under  the  seal  of  the  said 
eorporation,  shall  be  binding  and  obligatory  upon 
the  same,  in'like  manner,  and  with  like  force  and 
effect,  as  upon  any  private  person  or  persons,  if 
issued  by  him,  her  ot  them,  in  his,  her  or  their 
private  or  natural  capacity  or  capacides,  und 
shall  be  assignable  and  negotiable  In  like  manner 
as  if  they  were  so  issued  by  such  private  persoa 
or  persons ;  that  is  to  say,  those  which  shall  be 
payable  to  any  person  or  persons,  hi^,  her  or  their 
order,  shall  be  assignable  by  endorsement,  in  like 
manner,  and  with  the  like  effect  as  foreigii  bills 
of  exchange  now  are ;  and  those  which  are  par- 
able to  bearer  shall  be  assignable  and  negotiable 
by  delivery  only :  FrovuM,  That  all  bills  or  notea, 
so  to  be  issued  by  said  corporation^  ahall  be  made 
payable  on  demand,  pther  than  bills  or  notes  for 
the  payment  of  a  sum  not  less  than  one  htmdred 
dollars  each,  and  payable  to  the  order  of  some 
person  or  persons,  which  bills  or  notes  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  said  corporation  to  make  payable  at 
any  time  not  exceecling  sixty  days  from  the  date 
thereof. 

13.  Half-yearly  dividends  shall  be  made  of  so 
much  of  the  profits  of  the  bank  as  shall  appear  to 
the  directors  advisable ;  and  once  in  every  three 
years  the  directors  shall  lay  before  the  stockhol- 
ders, at  a  general  meeting,  for  their  information, 
an  exact  and  particular  statement  of  the  debts 
which  shall  have  remained  unpaid  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  original  credit,  for  a  period  of 
treble  the  term  of  that  credit,  and  of  the  surplus 
of  the  profits,  if  any,  after  deducting  losses  «Qd 
dividends.   If  there  ahall  be  a  Mure  in  tkepmy- 
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tMnt  of  tiif  ptit  of  tvy  turn  solMeribed  to  the 
tftpiulof  ibe  said  bank,  ly]r^t>T  person,  eopart- 
aenbip  or  bo#f  politic^  the  Mirty  failing  shall 
lose  the  benefit  of  aay  diridonil  whieb  may  htre 
•eeroed  prior  to  the  time  for  making  snob  pay- 
meot,  ana  dorliig  the  delay  of  the  same. 

14.  The  direetors  of  the  said  corporation  shaH 
oatabllaH  a  oomp^fent  ofiiee  of  dtseoont  and  de- 
tooaite  in  the  Dntriot  of  Golambia,  wbeaerer  any 
taw  of  the  United  States  shall  reqofire  such  an 
etubUshmeat;  also  ooe  sveh  office  of  diteoont 
md  dopoeiie  in  say  State  in  whieb  two  thousand 
aharca  shall  bare  beea  sabseribed  or  may  be 
held,  whenever,  tipdn  applioatiooof  the  Legtsla- 
lure  of  aoeb  State,  Conffress  may,  by  law,  re- 
qoire  the  same:  Prmndmiy  Uxt  direoiors  aforesaid 
aball  not  be  booad  to  eetablish  rweih  oSce  before 
Ibe  whole  of  the  capital  of  the  bankeball  have 
bean  paid  op.  And  it  shall  be  lawfal  for  the  di- 
t«oiors  of  tboaaid  ooraotatioA  to 'establish  offices 
Of  diseoofft  and  deposite^  wheresoever  they  shall 
think  fit,  withia  the  tjnned  Siaiee  or  the  Terri- 
toriaa  thereof,  and  to  aoaamit  the  management  of 
Che  said  offiees,  aad  the  bastoesa  there<^,  respec- 
tively, to  euch  persons,  aad  under  saeh  regola- 
cibns|  as  ihey  aball  deem  proper,  not  be4ng  con- 
Ctfary  to  law  or  the  eonstitntton  of  the  bai^.  Or, 
hMtead  of  establishing  sueb  offioes,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  direetore  of  the  said  corporation, 
from  time  to  tiaae,  to  employ  anv  other  bank  or 
tenks,  to  be  Urst  approved  by  uie  Seeretarv  of 
tbe  Treasttry,  at  any  place  or  places  that  they 
nay  deem  safe  and  pvoper,  to  manage  and  trans^ 
act  the  basinees  proposed  as  aforesaid,  other  than 
1^  the  purposes  of  diseoam,  to  be  managed  and 
traneiacted  by  ench  offiees,  under  such  agree- 
■cMBts,  and  subject  to  inch  regnlations,  as  they 
ahmll  deem  Jost  and  proper.  Not  more  than  tbir* 
teaa,  nor  less  than  seven  managers  or  directors, 
of  every  office  established  as  atoreeaid,  shall  be 
anniaally  appointed  bj  the  direotori  of  the  bank, 
to  aerve  on#year ;  they  shall  chooee  a  president 
from  their  own  number ;  each  of  tbem  shall  be  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  aad  «  resident  of  the 
fiMnte)  Territory,  or  district,  wherein  inch  office 
Ib  oaiabltabed;  and  not  more  than  three-fourths 
of  the  said  -managen  or  divecfors,  in  office  at  the 
live  of  an  anaaal  appoiatment,  shall  be  reap* 
pointed  for  the  next  succeeding  year  ;  and  no  di« 
factor  shaU'hiMtiis  office  more  than  three  years 
oat  of  four,  iasucceasion ;  but  the  president  may 
lie  Always  reappniniod. 

15.  The  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury 
Dnpartment  of  the  United  States  shall  be  fur- 
ninhed,  iWim  time  to  time,  as  often  as  he  may  re* 
qoite,  not  etc<$eding  once  a  week,  with  state- 
fDonts  of  the  amount  of  tbe  capital  stock  of  the 
enid  corporation  and  of  tbe  debts  due  to  the 
annao ;  oi  the  moneys  deposited  therein ;  of  the 
BOtea  in  circulation,  and  of  the  specie  in  hand ; 
nod  shall  have  a  right  to  inspect  such  general 
oeeounts  in  the  books  of  the  bank  as  shall  relate 
to  the  said  statement :  Provided,  That  this  shall 
HOC  be  construed  to  imply  a  ri^ht  of  inspecting 
alio  ftcocunt  6i  anv  private  individual  or  indivi* 
teflla  with  tke4)aBK. 


16.  No  stockholder,  unless  be  be  a  citizen  of 
the  United  Sutes,  shall  vote  in  the  choice  of  di- 
rectors. 

17.  No  note  shall  be  issued  of  less  amount 
than  Bye  dollars. 

Sbc.  12.  And  be  it  further  enaeud,  That  if  tbe 
said  corporation,  or  any  person  or  persons,  for  or 
to  the  use  of  the  same,  shall  deal  or  trade  in  bay- 
ing or  selling  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  com- 
modities whatsoever,  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  all  and  every  person  atd  persons  by 
whom  any  order  or  direction  for  so  dealing  or 
trading  shall  have  been  given ;  and  all  and  every 
person  and  persons  who  shall  have  been  con- 
cerned ss  parties  or  agents  therein,  shall  forfeit 
and  lose  treble  the  value  of  the  goods,  wares,  mer- 
chandise, and  commodities  in  which  such  dealing 
and  trade  shall  have  been,  one-half  thereof  to  the 
use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  thereof  to 
the  use  of  the  United  States,^  to  be  recovered  in 
any  action  of  law  with  costs  of  suit. 

Sbc.  13.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  If 
the  said  corporation  shall  advance  or  lend  any 
sum  of  money  for  the  use  or  on  account  of  tlie 
Qovernment  of  the  United  Stales,  to  an  amount 
'exceeding  five  hundred  thousand  dollars;  or  af 
any  particular  State,  to  an  amount  exceeding 
fifty  thousand  dollars ;  or  of  any  foreign  Prince 
or  State^  (unless  previously  authorized  thereto  by 
a  law  of  the  United  States,)  all  and  every  person 
and  persons,  by  and  with  whose  order,  agree- 
ment, consent,  approbation, and  connivance,  such 
unlawful  advance  or  loan  shall  have  been  made, 
upon  conviction  thereof  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for 
every  such  offence,  treble  the  value  or  amount  of 
the  sum  or  sums  which  have  been  so  unlawfully 
advanced  or  lent;  one-fifth  thereof  to  the  use  of 
the  informer^  and  (be  residua  thereof  to  the  use 
of  the  United  States* 

Sao.  14.  And  be  ii  fwriher  enacted,  That  the 
bills  or  notes  of  the  aaid  corporaiion  originally 
made  payable,  or  which  shall  have  become  paya- 
ble on  uemand,  shall  be  receivable  in  all  pay- 
ments to  the  United  States,  unless  otherwise  di- 
rected by  aci  of  Congress. 

Sac  15b  Afad  be  itjurihgr  enaetedt  That  du- 
ring (be  continuance  of  this  act,  aad  whenever 
required  by  the  Secretary  of  tbe  TreasurVi  the 
said  corporation  shaU  give  tbe  necessary  facili- 
ties for  transferring  the  public  funda  from  phiM 
to  place,  within  tbe  United  States,  or  the  Terri- 
tories thereof,  and  for  distributing  the  same  in 
payment  of  the  public  creditors,  without  charging 
commissions  or  claiming  allowance  on  aoBonnt 
of  difference  in  exebaage,  nnd  shall  also  do  and 

Ssrform  the  seveml  and  r^pective  duties  of  the 
ommissioners  of  Loans  for  the  several  States, 
or  of  any  one  or  more  <tf  them,  whenever  n- 
quired  by  law. 

Sao.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
depositee  of  the  money  of  the  United  States,  in 
places  in  which  the  said  bank  and  branches  thers^ 
of  may  be  esmblished,  shall  be  made  in  said  bank 
or  branches  tboraof,  unlesi  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Tiaaaory  aball  at  amy  lima  otherwise  order  and 
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coqamitsioi^i  oo  the  first  hundred  dollars  collected 
in  one  qaarier,  may  be  iacreased  to  a  aam  not 
ezceediRff  fifty  per  cent. 

The  rosiioa^ter  Geoeral  may  allow  to  tl&e 
postmasters,  respectirely,  a  cunmissioji  of  fifty 
per  cent,  on  the  moneys  arising  from  the  postage 
of  newspapers,  magazinesi  and  pamphiets;  and 
to  tbe  postmaster  wnose  compeosatioa  ahaii  not 
exceed  five  hundred  dollars  in  one  quarter,  two 
cents  for  every  free  letter  delivered  out  of  the  of- 
fice, excepting  such  as  are  for  the  postmaster 
himself;  and  each  postmaster  who  shall  be  re- 
quired to  keep  a  register  of  the  arrival  and  depar- 
ture of  the  mails,  soall  he  allowed  ten  cents  for 
each  monthly  return  which  he  makes  thereof  to 
the  General  Post  Office. 

The  Postmaster  General  may  allow  to  tbe 

Eost master  at  New  Orleans,  at  the  rate  of  eight 
ondred  dollars,  and  to  the  postmMter  at  War- 
senton,  in  North  Carolina,  al  toe  rate  of  two  hoa- 
dred  dollars,  and  to  the  postnuister  at  Whealiogi 
iu  Virj^ioia,  at  the  rate  of  two  hundred  dollars  a; 
▼ear,  m  addition  to  their  ordinary  oeflimissioos. 
The  Postmaster  General  ia  hereby  authorised  to 
allow  to  the  postmaster  at  tbe  City  of  Washing- 
ton, io  addition  to  tbe  allowaace  made  by  this 
act  for  postage  collected,  and  for  fireo^  letiera  re* 
ceived  by  him  for  delivery,  a  eommisaien  of  fiive 
eer  centum  o%  the  amount  of  mails  distributed  at 
Lis  office :  Pravidedt  naierlheU$9f  Thai  the  whole, 
annual  emoluments  of  the  said  postmasteri  in- 
cluding the  extra  compensation  heretofore  allowed 
to  him  by  law,  shall  always  be  subject  to  the  re- 
striction, imposed  by  the  fortieth  section  of  the 
act  of  Congress  appfoved  the  thirtieth  of  Aps il, 
one  thousand  eiynt  hundred  and  ten,  to  whteh 
this  act  is  in  addition* 

8eo.  3.  And  6c  Ufiarther  enaciMd^  That  letters 
and  packets  to  and  Irom  any  member  of  the  Sen- 
ate, or  member  or  dele^^ate  of  the  House  of  Rep^ 
resentatives  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate,  aod  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, shall  be  conveyed  free  of  posti^,  for 
thirty  days  previous  to  each  session  of  Congress, 
and  for  thirty  days  after  the  termi  nation  thereof: 
Provided  a^tooQft,  That  no  letter  or  packet  shall 
exceeil  two  ounces  in  weight,  and  ia  case  of  ex- 
cess of  weight,  that  excess  alone  shall  bcpaid  for. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
eleventh  and  twenty-eighth  sections  of  the  aet, 
entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  l&s* 
tablishnient,"  anproved  April  thirtieth,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ten, and  the  fini  and  aee* 
end  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  '*An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act  regulating  tbe  Post  Office  Estab- 
lishment," .approved  February  tweaty-aeveath, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fiCteen,  and  the 
fourth  and  fifth  sections  of  the  same,  except  aeeh 
parts  as  relate  to  steamboats,  their  maaters,  or 
managers,  and  persons  employed  oa  board  the 
same,  be.  and  tbe  same  are  hereby,  repealed* 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  fwrUur  enacted^  That  this 
act  shall  take  eflectfrom  and  after  the  thirty-first 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixteen. 

Approved,  April  G^  ISlfi* 


An  Arttoia^ 
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Be  U  emctid,  4^.,  That  a  baahof  the  UaiisA 
States  of  Amccica  ahaU  be  enaMiahed,  with  a 
oapital  of  thirty-five  nultiona  of  daian,  dirided 
into  three  haadeed  and  fiAr  thaaaaad  durei^  eC 
oae  hundred  dollaie  each  aoare.  Savtaiy  ihoor 
sand  shaiea,  ameaatiag  to  the  ana  of  aeica  vul- 
lions  of  doUara,  part  of  the  eapital  of  «he  sud 
bank,  shall  be  aabacribed  and  pa«l  far  hy  thelJai* 
ted  States,  in  the  maaaer  haraiBafiMf  aaeclfiid; 
and  two  huadeed  aad  eight]F  thanaann  shaca^ 
aneuatiag  to  the  aana  af  tarasif-wif bt  nuttioas 
of  dollars,  shaU  be  aabaecibefll  aad  ^mI  lor  by  ia* 
dividuals,  companies,  or  oorporatioaa, »  the  maa- 
ner  hereinafter  specined. 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  it  Jkriker  enacted^  That  sab- 
scripttonn  for  vhe  luaa  of  tweatf -etghi  aiiUioBB 
of  doUar%  towairda.cQDaiittttiac  t&^  canial  altk 
said  hanit,  shall  he  opened  on  tna  fiiatt  alaaday  ia 
Jnlv  aax^  at  the  foilawiuf  pUafu :  thiat  ia  tatay, 
at  Portland,  in  the  District  of  Ijaia^  l  at  l^rw- 
mouth,  in  the  State  of  New  UaD^pshires  at  Bea- 
ton, in  the  State  of  Massachosetta ;  at  ProTidcacc^ 
in  the  Sute  of  Ehode  Island  ;  at  Middlecowa,  ia 
the  State  of  Connecticut ;  at  Bnr/ia^oa,  io  the 
State  of  Vermont ;  at  New  Tork  ia  the  Slate  oi 
New  Tork  y  at  New  Brunswick|  ia  the  Sute  oi 
New  Jersey;  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  State  of 
PennsylTaniaj  at  Wilmington,  in  the  Suie  of 
Delaware ;  al  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Mary* 
land ;  at  Richmond,  in  the  State  c»f  Virginia;  at 
Lexington,  in  the  State  of  Keataaky ;  at 


nati,  in  the  State  of.  Ohiaj  at  Baicis^h,  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina;  at  NaahrilM,  in  the 
Slate  of  Teaa^^;  at  Gharlestpn^  ia  the  Slate 
of  South  Caroltna ;  at  Augusta,  in  the  Stare  of 
Georgia ;  at  New  Orleans,  m  the  State  ofLouiai- 
ana ;  and  at  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. And  the  said  subscriptiona  ahall  baopened 
under  the  aaaenaiendenee  of  fira  coaaHswoafn 
at  Philadelphia,  aad  of  Uuea  comaaisiuMiefs  at 
each  of  the  other  placea  aforesaid,  to  he  appoiatcd 
by  the  President  af  the  United  Statas,  who  is 
herebv  auihoriaed  to  mahe  saah  appaiatsaeats, 
and  snail  continue  open  erery  dajf,  liraaa  the  biae 
of  opeaiag  the  san^  hetwaen  taa  haareof  tea 
o'clock  ia  the  foeenooa  and  Ibae  a^elaek  in  the 
afternooa,  for  the  term  of  twenty  day%  ex^ttive 
of  Suad^%  when  the  same  shall  be  deeed,  aad 
immedialelf  thereaAer  the  aaaipiaaioaer^  or  any 
two  of  them,  at  the  icapaetira  places  a/oreaaid, 
shall  cause  two  transcdflB  ar  eopsca  otmek  e«h* 
scriptions  to  be  itiade,  onci  of  which  th^  aball 
send  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasorr,  one  they 
«hall  retain,  and  the  original  they  shau  tranacnit, 
within  seTcn  days  from  the  cJoaiiig  of  the  auh« 
scriptions  as  aforesaid,  to  the  commissioners  at 
Philadelphia  aforesaid.  And  on  the  receipt  of 
the  said  original  sabecriptions,  ot  of  other  of  the 
said  eo])ies  thereof,  if  the  original  he  loot,  mislaid, 
or  detained,  the  commissioners  at  Philadelphia 
aforesaid,  or  a  majority  of  thetn,  shall  immatfi- 
ately  thereafter  conrene,  and  proceed  to  take  an 
account  of  the  said  sabacriptiana.  Aad  if  wore 
than  the  amount  of  twenty^ight  millions  of  dol* 
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lacs  sbtil  ha?e  been  subscribed,  tben  tbe  said  last 
xheatioaed  commissioners  shall  deduct  the  amoupt 
of  such  ei^cess  from  the  largest  subscriptions,  ia 
such  manner  as  that  no  subscription  shall  be  re- 
duced in  amount,  while  an)[  one  remains  larger: 
Provided.  That  if  the  subscriptions  taken  at  either 
of  tbe  places  aforesaid  shall  oot  exceed  three 
th^osand  shares,  there  shall  be  no  reduction  of 
Bttch  subscriptioo^  nor  shalK  in  anjf  case,  tbe  sub- 
scriptions taken  at  either  of  tae  places  aforesaid  be 
reduced  below  that  amouiM*  And  in  case  the 
aggreapate  amount  of  the  said  subscriptions  shall 
ezc«;ea  twenty-eight  millions  qf  doUarsi  the  said 
laat  naentioned  commissioners,  after  having  ap- 
poitioned  the  same  as  aforesaid,  shall  cause  lists 
of  tbe  said  apportioned  subsoripcions  to  be  made 
out,,  includiog  in  each  list  the  apportioned  sub- 
acriptioia  for  the  place  where  the  original  sub- 
acripiion  was  made,  one  of  wi^ich  lifts  they  shall 
tranamit  to  the  commissioners  or  one  of  them, 
tinder  whoae  superintendence  such  subscriptions 
weia  origloally  made,  that  the  subacribera  may 
tbereb][  ascertain  the  number  of  shares  to  them 
respectively  apporlioned  as  aforesaid.  And  in 
caae  the  ageregaie  avQOunl  of  the  said  aubscm- 
tions  made  aurittg  the  period  aforeaaid,  at  all  the 
plaaes  aforesaid,  shall  not  amount  to  twenty*eight 
millions  of  dollars,  the  subscriptions  to  complete 
tbe  said  sum  shall  be  and  remain  open  at  Phila- 
delphia aforesaid,  under  the  supermtendence  of 
the  commissionera  appointed  for  that  place ;  and 
the  aubs^riptions  may  be  then  made  by  aqy  indi- 
Tidtial)  company,  or  corp>oration^  for  any  number 
of  shaies,  i^ot  exceeding^  in  the  whole^  tfaie.amo.unt 
reouired  to  complete  the  said  snni  of  twenty-eight; 
muiions  of  dollars* 

&£C.  3.  Ami  be  UJurtker  mactfBd^  T^At  it  ahall 
be  lawful  for  any  individual,  company^  corpora- 
tio%Qr  Slate,  when  the  subscriptions  shall  be 
opened  as  hereinbefore  directed,  to  subscribe  for 
any  number  of  shares  of  the  capital  of  the  aaid 
bank^noiC  exceeding  three  thousand  shares,  and 
the  sums  so  subscrioed  shall  be  payable^  and  paid, 
in  the  manner  following :  that  is  to  say,  seven 
millions  of  doUara  thereof  in  gold  or  silver  coin 
of  the  United  States,  or  in  gokl  coin  of  Bpain^  or 
the  dominions  of  ^Spain,  at  the  rate  of  one  him- 
dred  oenta  for  every  twenty-eight  gmins  and  sixty 
hundredths  ofa  grain  ofthe  actual  weight  thereof 
or  in  other  foreign  gald  or  silver  coin  at  the  sev- 
eral rates  prescribed  by  the  first  section  of  an  act 
regulating  the  cuirency  of  foreign  coins  in  the 
United  btatcs,  passed  tenth  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six.  and  twenty-one 
millions  of  dollars  thereof  in  like  gold  or  silver 
coin,  or  in  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  Sutes 
contracted  at  the  time  of  the  subscriptioaa  respec- 
tively. And  the  payments  made  in  the  funded 
debt  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  paid  nnd  re- 
ceived at  the  following  rates :  that  is  to  say,  tbe 
funded  debt  beariog  an  interest  of  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  at  the  nominal  or  pas  value  thereof^ 
the  funded  debt  bearing  an  interest  of  three  per 
centum  per  annum,  at  the  rate  of  sixty-five  dol- 
lars for  every  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  of  the 
nominal:  amount  th/sreof  i  and  the  funded  debt 


beariog  an  ioteresit  of  seven  per  centum  per  an«- 
num,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  six  dollars* 
and  fifky-one  ceots^  for  every  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars  of  the  nominal  amount  thereof;  together 
with  the  amount  of  (l^e  interest  accrued  on  the 
said  several  deqoea [nations  of  funded  debt,  to  be 
computed  and  allowed  to  the  time  of  subscribing 
tbe  same  to  the  capital  of  the  said  baok  a^  afore- 
said. Aod  the  payments  of  the  said  subscriptions 
shall  be  made  and  completed  by  the  subscribers, 
res{)ectively,  at  the  times  and  in  tbe  manner  fol- 
lowing: that  is  to  say,  at  the  time  of  stibscribing 
there  sba^l  be  paid  five  dollars  on  each  sharcy  in 
gold  oi  silver  coin  as  aforesaid,  and  twenty-five 
dollars  more  in  coin  as  aforesaid^  or  in  funded 
debt  as  aforesaid ;  at  the  expiration  of  six  calen- 
dar months  after  the  time  of  subscribing,  there, 
shall  be  paid  the  further  sum  of  tea  doHars  on 
each  share,  in  gold  or  silver  coin  as  aforesaid,  and 
twent¥-five  dollars  more  in  coin  as  aforesaid,  or  in 
fbndeq  debt  asaforesaid ;  at  tbe  expiration  of  twelve 
calendar  months  fronii.  the  time  of  subscribing^ 
there  shall  be  |M(id  tbe  further  sum  of  ten  dol{arS| 
on  each  shara,  in  gold  or  silves  coin  as  aforesaic^ 
and  twenty-five  dollars  mpre,  ii^  coin  as  aforesaid, 
or  in  fbnded  debt  as  aforesaid. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  UJuriKer  enacted^  That,  at  the. 
time  of  subacriblng  to  the  capital  of  tbe  said  bank 
as  aforesaid,  each  and  every  subscriber  shall  de- 
liver to  the  commissioners,  at  the  place  of  sob- 
seribinff,  as  well  the  amount  of  their  subscrintions 
respectively  in  coin  as  aforesaid,  as  thecertincatea 
of  funded  debt,  for  the  funded  debt  proportions  of 
their  respective  subscriptions,  together  with  a 
power  of  attorney,  authorizing  tbe  said  commis- 
sioners, or  a  majority  of  them,  to  transfor  the  said 
stock,  in  du9  form  of  law  to  *'  the  president,  di- 
rectors, and  companv,  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,"  as  soon  as  the  said  bank  shall  be  organ- 
ized. Provided  alwaye^  That  if,  in  consequence 
of  the  apportionment  of  the  shares  in  the  capital 
of  tbe  said  bank  among  the  subscribers,  in  the 
case,  and  in  the  manner,  hereinbefore  provided, 
any  aubscriber  shall  have  delivered  to  the  com- 
missioners, at  the  time  of  subscribing,  a  greater 
amoant  of  gold  or  silver  coin  and  funded  debt 
than  shall  be  necessary  to  complete  the  payments 
for  the  share  or  shares  to  such  subscribers,  appor- 
tioned as  aforesaid,  the.  commissioners  shall  only 
retain  so.  much  of  the  said  gold  or  silver  coin, 
and  funded  debt,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  com- 
plete such  payments,  and  shall,  forthwith,  return 
the  surplus  thereof,  on  application  for  thaasame 
to  the  subscribers  lawfully  entitled  thereto.  And 
the  commissioners,  respectively^  shall  deposite 
the  gold  and  silver  cpio,  and  certificates  of  public 
debt  by  them  resoeciively  received  as  aforesaid 
from  the  subscribers  to  the  capital  of  the  said 
bank)  in  some  place  of  secure  and  safe  keeping,  so 
that  the  same  may  and  shall  be  specially  delivered 
and  transferred,  as  ibe  same  were  by  them  respec- 
tively received,  to  the  president,  directors,  and 
company,  of  the  Bank  ox  the  United  States,  or  10 
their  order,  as  soon  as  shall  be  required  after  the 
organization  of  the  said  bank.  And  thesaid  com- 
missioners appointed  to  superintend  the  subscrijH 
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tions  to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank  as  aforesaid, 
sball  receive  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their 
services  respectively,  and  shall  be  allowed  all 
reasonable  charges  and  expenses  incurred  in  the 
execution  of  their  trust,  torbe  paid  by  the  presi- 
dent, directors,  and  company,  of  the  bank,  out  of 
the  funds  thereof. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted^  That  it 
shall  be  lawrol  for  the  United  Slates  to  pay  and 
redeem  the  funded  debt  subscribed  to  the  capital 
of  the  said  bank,  at  the  rates  aforesaid,  in  such 
sums,  and  at  such  times,  as  shall  be  deemed  ex- 
pedtent,  anything  in  any  act  or  acts  of  Congress 
to  I  he  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding.  And  it 
shall  also  be  lawful  for  the  president,  directors, 
and  company,  of  the  said  bank,  to  sell  and  trans- 
fer for  ffotd  and  silver  coin,  or  bullion,  the  funded 
debt  subscribfd  to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank  as 
aforesaid:  Provided  alway$^  That  they  shall  not 
sell  more  thereof  than  the  sum  of  two  millions 
of  dollars  in  any  one  year ;  nor  sell  any  part  there- 
of at  any  time  within  the  United  States,  without 
grevioosly  giving  notice  of  their  intention  to  the 
lecretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  offering  the  same 
to  the  united  States  for  the  period  of  fifteen 
days,  at  least,  at  the  current  price,  not  exceeding 
the  rates  aforesaid. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That,  at  the 
opening  of  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  the 
said  bank,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  sball 
subscribe,  or  cause  to  be  subscribed,  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  the  said  number  of  seventy 
thousand  shares,  amounting  to  seven  millions  of 
dollars  as  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver 
coin,  or  in  stock  of  the  United  Stales,  bearing 
interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum  per  annum  > 
and  if  payment  thereof  or  of  any  part  thereof,  be 
made  in  public  stock,  bearing  interest  as  afore- 
said, the  said  interedt  shall  be  payable  quarterly, 
to  commence  from  the  time  of  making  such  pay- 
ment on  account  of  the  said  subscription,  and  the 
principal  of  the  said  stock  shall  be  redeemable  in 
any  sums,  and  at  any  periods,  which  the  Govern- 
ment shall  deem  fit.  And  tne  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  sball  cause  the  certificates  of  such  pub- 
lic slock  to  be  prepared,  and  made  in  the  usual 
form,  and  shall  pay  and  deliver  the  same  to  the 

E resident,  directors,  and  company,  of  the  said 
ink  on  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  which  said  stock  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  president,  directors, 
and  company,  to  sell  and  transfer  for  gold  and 
silver  coin  or  bullion  at  their  discretion:  Provi- 
dedj  Tbey  shall  not  sell  more  than  two  millions 
of  dollars  thereof  in  any  one  year. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
subscribers  to  the  said  Bank  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  their  successors  and  assigns,  sball  be, 
and  are  hereby,  created  a  corporation  and  body 
politic,  by  the  name  and  style  of**  The  president, 
directors,  and  company,  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unitea 
Slates,"  and  shall  so  continue  until  the  third  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six,  and  by  that  name  shall  be, 
and  are  hereby,  made  able  nod  capable,  in  law,  to 
have,  purchase,  receive,  possess,  enjoy,  and  re- 


tain, to  them  and  their  successors,  lands,  rents, 
tenements,  hereditaments,  goods,  chattels,  and 
effects,  of  whatsoever  kind,  nature,  aod  qoality, 
to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  the  wbole^  ff Ay- 
five  millions  of  dollars,  including  the  amount  of 
the  capital  stock  aforesaid ;  and  the  same  tu  sell^ 
grant,  demise,  alien  or  dispose  of;  to  sue  and  be 
sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  %n4  be 
answered,  defend  and  be  defended,  in  M  State 
courts  having  competent  jurisdiction,  and  in  aay 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States:  and  also  to 
make,  have,  and  use,  a  common  seal,  and  the 
same  to  break,  alter,  and  renew,  at  their  plm- 
ure :  and  also  to  ordain,  establish^  and  pat  in  exe- 
cution, such  by*laws,and  ordinances,  and  regoia- 
tions,  as  they  shall  deem  necessarj  and  conveni- 
ent for  the  gorernment  of  the  said  eorporatioa. 
not  being  contrary  to  the  constitation  thereof,  or 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States;  and  generally 
to  do  and  execute  all  and  singular  the  acts,  mat- 
ters, and  things,  which  to  them  it  shall  or  may 
appertain  to  do ;  subject,  nevertheless,  to  the  rvies, 
regulations,  restrictions,  limitations,  and  provis- 
ions, hereinafter  prescribed  and  declared. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  for 
the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration, there  shall  be  twenty-fire  directors,  five 
of  whom,  being  stockholders,  ithall  be  annuallf 
appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, not  more  than  three  of  whom  shall  be  resi- 
dents of  any  one  State;  and  twenty  of  whom 
shall  be  annually  elected  at  the  l»ankinff-house  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  first  Monday  of 
January,  In  each  year,  by  the  qaalified  stock- 
holders of  the  capital  of  the  said  bank  other  thaa 
the  United  States,  and  by  a  plurality  of  votes 
then  and  there  actually  given,  accordiag  to  the 
scale  of  Toting  hereinafter  prescribed:  Provided 
alwaytj  That  no  person,  betn^  a  director  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  or  any  of  its  branches^ 
shall  be  a  director  of  any  other  bank ;  aad  shoofd 
any  such  director  act  as  a  director  in  any  other 
bank,  it  shall  forthwith  vacate  his  appointment 
in  the  direction  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes. 
And  the  directors,  so  duly  appointed  and  elected, 
shall  be  capable  of  serving,  by  Tirrue  of  sac&  ap* 
pointmeat  and  choice,  from  the  first  Moaday  in 
the  month  of  January  of  each  year,  antil  the  end 
and  expiration  of  the  first  Moodaj  in  the  month 
of  January  of  the  year  next  ensuing  the  time  of 
each  annual  election  to  be  held  by  the  stoekboid" 
ers  as  aforesaid.  And  the  board  of  directors^  an- 
nually, at  the  first  meeting  after  their  election  in 
each  and  every  year,  shall  proceed  to  elect  one  of 
the  directors  to  be  president  of  the  corporauon, 
who  shall  hold  the  said  office  daring  ine  same 
period  for  which  the  directors  are  appointed  and 
elected  as  aforesaid:  Provided  owo.  That  the 
first  appointment  and  election  of  the  directon 
and  president  of  the  said  bank  shall  be  at  the 
time  and  for  the  period  hereinafter  declared: 
And  provided  aleOf  That  in  case  it  should  at  aay 
time  happen  that  an  appointment  or  electioa  of 
directors,  or  an  election  of  the  president  of  the 
said  bank,  should  not  be  so  made  as  to  take  effect 
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on  aof  day  wheo^  io  parsuance  of  this  act,  tber 
ought  to  take  efiect.  the  said  corporation  shall 
noi,  for  that  caase.oe  deemed  to  be  dissolved; 
but  it  shall  be  lawful  at  any  other  time  to  make 
such  appoiDtmeots,  and  to  hold  such  elections, 
(as  the  dase  may  be.)  and  the  manner  of  holding 
the  elections  shall  be  regulated  by  the  by-laws 
and  ordinances  of  the  said  corporation :  and  un- 
til such  appointments  or  elections  be  made,  the 
directors  and  president  of  the  said  bank,  for  the 
time  being,  shall  continue  in  office :  And  provided 
a/«0|  That  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or 
remoiral,  of  the  president  of  the  said  corporation, 
the  directors  shall  proceed  to  elect  another  presi- 
dent from  the  directors  as  aforesaid :  and  in  case 
of  the  death,  resignation,  or  absence  from  the 
United  States,  or  remoTalof  a  director  from  office, 
the  vacancy  shall  be  supplied  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  or  oy  the  stockholders,  as 
the  case  mav  be.  But  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  alone  shall  hare  power  to  remove  any 
of  the  directors  appointed  by  him  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  as  soon 
as  the  sum  of  eight  millions  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  and  in  the 
public  debt,  shall  have  been  actually  received  on 
account  of  the  subscriptions  to  the  capital  of  the 
said  bank  (exclusively  of  the  subscription  afore- 
said, on  the  part  of  the  United  States)  notice 
thereof  shall  be  given  by  the  persons  under  whose 
superintendence  the  subscriptions  shall  have  been 
made  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Tn  at  least  two 
newspapers  printed  in  each  of  the  places  (if  so 
many  be  printed  in  such  places  respectively) 
where  subscriptions  shall  have  been  made,  and 
the  said  persons  shall,  at  the  same  time,  and  in 
like  manner,  notify  a  time  and  place  within  the 
said  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  the  distance  of  at 
least  thirty  days  from  the  time  of  such  notifica- 
tion, for  proceeding  to  the  election  of  twenty 
directors  as  aforesaid,  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
such  election  to  be  then  and  there  made.  And 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  au- 
thorized, during  the  present  session  of  Congresji, 
to  nominate,  and,  by  abd  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint,  five  directors 
of  the  said  bank,  though  not  stockholders,  any- 
thing in  the  provisions  of  this  act  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding;  and  the  persons  who  shall  be 
elected  and  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  the 
fire>t  directors  of  the  said  bank,  and  shall  proceed 
to  elect  one  of  the  directors  to  be  president  of  the 
Mid  bank;  and  the  directors  and  president  of  the 
Mid  bank,  so  appointed  and  elected  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  capable  of  serving  in  their  respective 
office,  by  virtue  thereof,  until  the  end  and  expira- 
tion of  the  first  Monday  of  the  month  of  January 
next  ensuing  the  said  appointments  and  elections, 
and  they  shall  then  and  thenceforth  commence, 
and  continue  the  oneraiions  of  the  said  bank,  at 
the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Seo.  10.  And  be  u  further  enacted^  That  the 
directors,  for  the  time  being,  shall  have  power  to 
appoint  such  officers,  clerks,  and  servants,  under 
them,  as  shall  be  necessarY  for  execatine  the  busi- 
ness of  the  said  corporation,  and  to  allow  them 


such  compensation  for  their  services,  respect- 
ively, as  shall  be  reasonable ;  and  shall  be  capable 
of  exercising  such  other  powers  and  authorities 
for  the  well  governing  and  ordering  of  the  officers 
of  the  said  corporation  as  shall  be  prescribed, 
fixed,  and  determined,  by  the  laws,  regulations, 
and  ordinances,  of  the  same. 

Sbo.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
following  rules,  restrictions,  limitations,  and  pro- 
visions, shall  form  and  be  fundamental  articles  of 
the  constitution  of  the  said  corporation,  to  wit  s 

1.  The  number  of  votes  to  which  the  stock- 
holders shall  be  entitled,  in  voting  for  directors, 
shall  be  according  to  the  number  of  shares  he, 
she,  or  they,  respectively,  shall  hold,  in  the  pro- 
portions following,  that  Is  to  say,  for  one  share 
and  not  more  than  two  shares,  one  vote ;  for  every 
two  shares  above  two,  and  not  exceeding  ten,  one 
vote;  for  every  four  shares  above  ten,  and  not 
exceeding  thirty,  one  vote ;  for  e^try  six  shares 
above  thirty,  and  not  exceeding  sixty,  one  vote ; 
for  every  eight  shares  above  sixty,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding one  bondred,one  vote;  and  for  every  ten 
shares  above  one  hundred,  one  vote;  but  no  per- 
son, copartnership,  or  body  politic,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  a  greater  number  than  thirty  votes;  and 
after  the  first  election,  no  share  or  shares  shall 
confer  a  right  of  voting,  which  shall  not  have 
been  holden  three  calendar  months  previous  to  the 
day  of  election.  And  stockholders  actually  resi- 
dent within  the  United  States,  and  none  other, 
may  vote  in  elections  by  pruxy. 

2.  Not  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  directors 
elected  by  the  stockholders,  and  not  more  than 
four-fifths  of  the  directors  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  who  shall  be  io  office 
at  the  time  of  an  annual  election,  shall  be  elected 
or  appointed  for  the  next  succeeding  year;  and 
no  director  shall  hold  his  office  more  than  three 
years  out  of  four  in  succession;  but  the  director 
who  shall  be  the  president  at  the  time  of  an  elec- 
tion may  always  oe  reappointed  or  re-elected,  as 
the  case  may  be. 

3.  None  but  a  stockholder,  resident  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  a  director;  nor  shall 
a  director  be  entitled  to  any  emolument  ;«but  the 
'directors  may  make  such  compensation  to  the 

K resident,  for  his  extraordinary  attendance  at  the 
ink,  as  shall  appear  to  them  reasonable. 

4.  Not  less  than  seven  directors  shall  consti- 
tute a  board  for  the  transaction  of  business,  of 
whom  the  president  shall  always  be  one,  except 
in  ease  of  sickness  or  necessary  absence ;  in  which 
case  his  place  may  be  supplied  by  any  other  di- 
rector whom  he.  by  ifrritmg,  under  his  hand, 
shall  depute  for  that  purpose*  And  the  director 
so  deputed  may  do  and  transact  all  the  necessary 
business,  belonging  to  the  office  of  the  president 
of  the  said  corporation,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  sickness  or  necessary  absence  of  the  presi- 
dent. 

5.  A  number  of  stockholders,  not  less  than  six- 
ty, w||D,  together,  shall  be  proprietors  of  one 
inoui^and  shares  or  upwards,  shall  have  power  at 
any  time  to  call  a  general  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders, for  purposes  relative  to  the  institation, 
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direct;  in  which  case  th^  Secretair  of  the  Trea- 
sury shall  immediately  Jay  before  Congress,  if  ia 
session,  and  if  not,  immcS lately  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session,  the  reaaons  of 
such  order  or  direction. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  the 
said  corporation  shall  not  at  anv  tinj e  suspend  or 
refuse  payment  in  ^old  and  siiFcr,  of  any  of  its 
notes,  bills,  or  obligations ;  nor  of  any  moneys 
received  upon  deposite  in  said  bank,  or  in  any  of 
its  offices  of  discount  and  deposite.  And  if  the 
aaid  corporation  shall  at  any  time  refuse  or  ne- 
l^lect  to  pay  on  demand  any  bill,  note  or  obliga* 
tioo  issued  by  the  corporation,  according  to  tne 
contract,  promise,  or  undertaking  therein  ex- 
pressed ;  or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  on  de- 
mand any  moneys  received  in  said  bank,  or  in 
any  of  its  offices  aforesaid,  on  deposite,  to  the 
person  or  persons  entitled  to  receive  the  same, 
then,  and  in  eveit^  such  case,  the  holder  of  any 
such  note,  bill,  or  obligation,  or  the  person  or  per- 
sons entitled  to  demand  and  receive  such  moneys 
as  aforesaid,  shall  respectively  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive and  recover  interest  on  the  said  billiL  notes, 
obligations,  or  moneyK,  until  the  same  shall  be 
fully  paid  and  satisfied,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per 
centum  per  annum  from  the  time  of  such  demand 
as  aforesaid :  Frmded,  That  Congress  may  at 
any  time  hereafter  enact  laws  enforcing  and  reg- 
ulating the  recovery  of  the  amount  of  the  notes, 
bills,  obligations,  or  other  debts,  of  which  pay- 
ment shaii  have  been  refused  as  aforesaid,  with 
the  rate  of  interest  abovementioned,  vesting  ju- 
risdiction for  that  purpose  in  any  courts,  either 
of  law  or  equity,  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  or  Territories  thereof,  or  of  the  se|eral 
States,  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  Jwrther  enacted^  That  if 
any  person  shall  falsely  make,  forge  or  counter- 
feit, or  cause  or  procure  to  be  falselv  made,  forged 
or  counterfeited,  or  willingly  aia  or  assist  in 
falsely  making,  forging  or  eounterfeiting  any  bill 
or  note  in  imitation  ol  or  purporting  to  be  a  bill 
or  note  issued  by  order  of  the  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  said  bank,  or  any  order  or 
check  on  the  said  bank  or  corporation,  or  any 
eashier  thereof;  or  shall  falsely  alter,  or  cause  or 
procure  to  be  ulsel^  alfcred,  or  williogjly  aid  or 
assist  in  falsely  altering  any  bill  or  note  issued  by 
order  of  the  president,  directors,  and  company  of 
ibo  said  bank,  or  any  order  or  check  on  the  said 
bank  or  corporation,  or  any  cashier  thereof;  or 
shall  pass,  utter  or  publish,  or  attemot  to  pass 
utter  or  publish  as  true,  any  false,  forged,  or 
counterfeited  bill  or  note,  purporting  to  be  a  bill 
or  note  issued  by  order  of  the  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  said  bank,  or  any  false, 
forged,  or  counterfeited  order  or  check  upon  the 
said  bank  or  corporation,  or  any  cashier  thereof, 
knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely  forged  or  ooun- 
terfeiteq  ;  or  shall  pass,  utter  or  publish,  or  at- 
tempt to  pass^  utter  or  poblishi  as  true,  an  j  false- 
.ly  altered  bill  or  note  issued  by  order  (rf*  the  pres- 
ideni,  directors,  and  company  of  the  said  mink, 
or  any  falsely  altered  order  or  check  on  the  said 
tank  or  corporailott,  oraiy  caabaeribiicoi^kMiitp 


log  the  same  to  be  falsely  alieied  vitk  'meum 
to  defraud  the  said  corporatioa  orisy  otiierboij 
politic  or  person;  or  shall  sell,BUfrordelircf, 
or  cause  to  be  sold,  uttered  or  dclirered^uj 
forged  or  counterfeit  note  or  bill  iiiaiu(ioD,« 
purporting  to  be  a  bill  or  note  inaeilif  order  of 
the  president  and  directors  of  the aidlittk, know- 
ing the  same  to  be  false,  forged, or  oouieicittdi 
every  such  person  aball  be  deeoMd  aoti  tfyk^ 
guilty  of  feUmy,  aed,  being  thereof  eosfieifdhf 
due  course  of  lav,  shall  be  seateoeed  to  bcia- 
prisoned  and  kept  to  labor  lor  aetloithtBtke 
years,  nor  more  tluia  ten  yean,or  shsllbeia- 
prisoned  iM>t  exceeding  ten  years, ltd  Mm 
exceeding  five  thousand  dollars:  Pnmdd,  Tist 
nothing  oerein  contained  shall  be  eouined  tt 
deprive  the  couru  of  the  iodividoslSuicKifi 
jurisdiction  under  the  laws  of  the  serenl  Suio^ 
over  any  oflfeoce  declared  pnaishahlebribiiacL 

Sbo.  19.  And  be  U  Jwrtker  maOd, Tbtti/ 
any  person  shall  make  or  eogimrc^orafli^e 
procure  to  be  made  or  engraved,  or  ibiil  bnii 
his  custody  or  poaseasioa,  any  meisllie  pliie,co' 
graved  after  the  similitude  of  asf  piiK  /roa 
which  any  notes  or  bUls,  issued  bf  (itc  aiico' 
poration,  shall  have  been  printed,  vi(iui»t^ 
use  such  plate,  or  to  cause,  or  sdb  ^^^ 
be  used  ia  forging  or  connterfettia|Uf«UM 
notes  or  bills  issued  by  said  corporsUM;oi»aU 
have  in  his  custody  or  possessioa,aof  Uu^iete 
or  notes,  bill  or  bills,  engraved  aad  r^^^^J^, 
the  similitude  of  any  notes  or  bills  ifucd  bpw 
eorporatioo,  with  latent  to  use  secb  Manti,* 
cause,  or  sujQTer  the  same  to  be  assd  lo  \vm^ 
counterfeiting  any  of  the  notes  or  bills  utfMjf 
the  said  corporauoo ;  or  shall  hare  in  hiscvtMf 
or  possession,  any  paper  adapted  lo  tie  ffliOBI 
of  bank  notes  or  bills,  and  similar  to  (i«f»P«^ 
upon  which  any  notes  or  bills  of  tbe«idc«V^ 
ration  shall  have  been  issued,  wiilittMtU)n| 
such  paper,  or  eause,  or  soffitr  the  *'f*^'J*°\! 
ia  forgmg  or  counterfeiting  say  <w«^'^? 
bills  issued  by  the  said  eorporatioo,  ercfr*«» 
perron,  being  thereof  eoavieted,  by  ^^^'\ 
law,  aball  be  sentenced  to  be  ^^f^^j:. 
kept  to  bard  labor,  for  a  term  act  exccediq  &*« 
years,  or  shall  be  unprisoned  for  a  lere  «J^ 
oeeding  five  years,  and  fined  in  a  sen  not  «»«<«- 
ing  one  thousand  dollars.  ^  .  q,. ..  j. 

S«a  2XkAndU  U/urtha-  ««^J^,bI 
consideration  of  the  exelosiTS  P';^''*5aAv 
benefiu  conferred  by  this  act apoa  f^J*^'^ 
the  president,  directors,  and  ^^f^J^ 
shall  pay  lo  t^  United  St^evootofJ^JJ^^d 
rate  lands  thereof;  the  sum  ^^jT^v^^ 
five  hundred  tliousaad  dollars,  is  iJ^TToSS 
menu ;  that  is  to  say :  five  Aw^««^  ^^ 
dollars  at  the  expiration  of  two  W;|  " ,  jw^j 
dred  thousand  dollars  at  the  ^f^^^J^t^^ 
years;  and  five  hundred  thoomod  ^^^0 
expiration  of  four  years  after  ih«  ^,.^..;ni^ 
be  organised^  and  commence  iuopettuoosn 
manner  hereinbefore  pi:ovided.         ,  my^Q 

Sec.  2LAndbeU  Jwiker  f^f^i^kn 
other  bank  shall  be  established  by  soy  ld»^  ^ 
of  the  United  Sutes  doriag  lb*  coaim«»^ 


1S2& 


jfLBTKKDJJL 


1826 


FuUic  AeU  ^  OmgrMt, 


the  eontoniioo  beret^  or«ftied|  for  wbioh  the 
faith  of  Che  United  States  is  hereby  pledged : 
jPro^scM^  CoD|re8s  m»y  renew  existing  obar- 
ters  for  haoks  m  the  District  of  Colombia,  not 
iDoreuiDg  the  capiul  thereof,  aad  may  also  es- 
tablish any  other  bank  or  baolKs  in  said  District, 
with  capitals  oat  ezoeeding,  in  the  whole,  six 
millions  of  dollars,  If  they  shall  deem  it  expedi- 
ent. And,  notwithstanding  the  expiration  of  the 
term  for  which  the  said  corporation  is  created,  it 
ahnll  be  lawful  to  use  the  corporate  iMaae,  style, 
and  capacity,  for  the  purpose  oi  suits  for  the 
final  settlement  and  liquidation  of  the  affairs  and 
necannts  of  the  corporation,  and  for  the  uie  and 
disposition  of  their  estate,  real,  personal,  and 
mixed;  hot  not  for  any  other  purpose^  or  in  any 
other  manner  wbatsoe? er,  nor  for  a  period  exceed- 
ing two  years  after  (he  expiration  of  the  aaid 
term  of  incorporation. 

Sbc.  22.  And  be  Ufwrther  enacUd,  That  if  the 
aubscriptioos  and  payments  to  said  bank  shall 
not  be  made  nod  completed  so  as  to  enable  the 
aame  to  commence  iu  operations,  or  if  the  said 
bank  shall  not  commence  its  operations  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  Monday  in  April  next,  then,  and  in 
that  case,  Congress  may,  at  any  time,  within 
twelre  months  thereafter,  dedafe,  by  law,  this 
act  nail  and  roid. 

8bo.  2a  Ami  be  U  hunker  enacted,  That  it 
aball,  at  all  limes,  be  lawful  for  a  committee  of 
either  House  of  Congress,  appointed  for  that 
pirpose,  to  inspect  the  books,  and  to  examine 
into  the  proceedings  of  the  corporation  hereby 
created,  and  to  report  whether  the  proFisions  of 
ibis  charier  hate  been,  by  the  same,  violated  or 
not ;  and  whenever  any  committee,  aa  aforesaid, 
aball  find  and  report,  or  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Suus  shall  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
charter  has  been  violated,  it  may  be  lawful  for 
Congress  to  direct,  or  the  President  to  order  a 
scirefaeia9  to  be  sued  out  of  the  circuit  court  of 
the  disirioAof  Pennsylvania,  in  the  name  of  the 
United  Stales,  (which  shall  be  executed  upon  the 
president  of  the  corporation  for  the  time  being, 
at  least  fifteen  days  before  the  commencement  of 
the  term  of  said  cport,)  calling  on  the  aaid  corpo- 
ration  to  show  cause  wherefore  the  charter,  bei«- 
by  granted,  shall  not  be  declared  forfeited ;  and 
ii  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  court,  upon  the  re- 
turn of  the  said  §eire  Jfbcioe,  to  examine  into  the 
irotb  of  the  alleged  violation,  itnd  if  anob  viola- 
lion  be  made  to  appear,  then  to  pronounce  and 
adittdge  thai  the  saio  charter  is  forfeited  and  an- 
nulled :  Prmrided,  however^  Every  issue  of  fact 
which  may  bo  joined  between  the  United  States 
nod  the  corporation  aforesaid,  shall  be  tried  by 
jury.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  afore- 
said to  require  the  production  of  such  of  the 
books  of  the  corporation  as  it  may  deem  neces- 
sary  for  the  ascertainment  of  tbe  controverted 
facts;  and  the  final  judgmeni  of  the  court  afore^ 
mid.  shall  be  examinable  in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  by  writ  of  error,  and  may 
be  there  reversed  or  affirmed,  according  to  the; 
usages  of  law. 

Approved,,  April  10»  1816b  ^     l 

14th  Con.  Isl  Ssaa. — 68 


An  Ad  aukiag  appropriations  lor  the  support  of 

GoYemment,  for  the  year  one  thoossad  elglu  hun- 
dred and  sixteen.  * 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That,  for  the  expenditure  of 
the  civil  list  in  tbe  present  year,  including  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  several  departments 
and  omces ;  for  the  compensation  of  the  several 
loan  officers  and  their  clerks,  and  for  books  and 
stationery  for  the  same ;  for  the  payment  of  aQ- 
nuities  and  grants ;  for  the  support  of  the  Mint 
Establishment ;  for  the  expenses  of  intercoarte 
with  foreign  nations;  for  the  support  of  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers;  for  sur- 
veying the  coast  of  ihe  United  States;  for  mak- 
ing the  Cumberland  road ;  for  ascertaining  the 
titles  to  lands  in  Louisiana;  for  providing  certifi- 
cates of  registry  and  lists  of  crews ;  and  tbr  sat- 
ufying  certain  miscellaneous  claims,  the  follow- 
ing sums  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  lespeal-' 
iveiy  appropriated,  that  is  to  say : 

F^>r  compensation  sranted  by  law  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
their  officers,  and  attendants,  five  hundred  and 
ninety-five  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars, and  tbe  deduction  to  be  made  on  account  of 
the  absence  of  members  or  delegates  for  any  part 
of  the  present  session,  shall  be  in  the  proportion 
which  the  days  of  their  absence  respectively 
bear  to  the  whole  number  of  the  days  of  the  ses- 
sion. 

For  the  expense  of  firewood,  stationery^  print- 
ing, and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  forty-seven  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  the  Library  of  Congness, 
including  the  librarian's  allowance  for  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  rent  and  repairs  of  the  tenement  occupied 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  sidce  Au- 
gust, one  thousand  eight,  hundred  and  fourteen, 
three  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  Department  of  State,  being  the  sum  aptpro- 
priated  for  the  service  of  the  ye^r  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  eleven  thousand  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  fitly  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
Department  and  in  the  Patent  Office^  six  hundred 
and  sixty  doUara, 

For  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
Ihe  said  Department,  including  the  expense  of 
printing  and  distributmg  ten  thousand  four  hui|- 
dred  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  first  session  oftbe 
Fourteenth  Congress,  and  printing  the  laws  in 
newspapers,  sixteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of*  the 
Treasury,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  being 
the  sum  appropriated  fur  the  service  of  tbe  year 
one  ^hpUAiL^d  eighi^  huodrfd  andfifteef^  t^a  thfl^- 
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saod  fonr  hoDdred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and 
tweDty-eight  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  and  assist- 
ant messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  seren  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  translating  foreign  languages, 
allowance  to  the  person  employed  in  transmit- 
ting passports  and  sea  letters,  and  for  stationery 
and  printing  in  the  office  of  tne  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  issuinff  Treas- 
ury notes,  a  sum  not  exceeding  thirty  tnousand 
dollan. 

For  stating  and  printing  the  public  accounts, 
for  the  years  one  thousand  eiffbt  hundred  and 
fifteen,  and  one  thouf«nd  eight  hundred  and  six- 
teen, two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  being 
the  sum  appropriated  for  the  serrice  of  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  thirteen 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars  and 
five  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  additional  clerks  to  be 
employed  in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  two  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  con- 
tingent expenses  in  the  Comptroller's  office,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
sury, three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
Auditor's  office,  being  the  sum  appropriated  for 
the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  eiffht  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  ten  thousand  one  hundred  and 
thirty-.two  dollars  and  sixty-fire  cents,  and  the 
further  suiii  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  additional  clerks  to  be 
employed  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor,  four  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  con- 
tingent expenses  in  the  Auditor's  office,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compeniation  to  the  Treasurer,  three  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  Treasurer's  office,  being  the  sum  appropria- 
ted for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fiAeen.  four'  thousand  two  hundred 
and  forty  dollars  and  four  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  additional  clerks  to  be 
employed  in  the  Treasurer's  office,  one  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars. 

^  For  expenses  of  stationery,  printing,  and  con- 
tingent expenses  in  the  Treasurer's  raice,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  three  thousand  dollais. 


For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gfeneial 
Land  Office,  ten  thousand  two  hundred  aod  fifty 
dollars. 

•For  compensation  to  the  meawager  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  stationery,  printing,  and  contta|^lexpea- 
ses  in  the  General  Land  Office,  loclodiaa  vc&um 
for  land  patents,  three  thousand  aerea  knadnd 
dollars. 

For  arrears  of  compensatien  due  to  the  chief 
clerk  in  the  office  of  the  said  Commissioner,  three 
hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  Cominissioncr  of  the 
Revenue,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  ii 
the  office  or  the  Commissioner  of  tlie  Reveaae, 
being  the  sum  appropriated  for  the  aerrice  of  the 
year  one  thousana  eight  hundred  and  filteea,  nine 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollacs. 

For  stationery,  printing,  and  coDtiaieot  ex- 
penses, including  the  paper,  printing  aad  scamp- 
ing of  licenses,  in  the  omce  of  said  CmamiasioBer, 
three  thousand  two  hundred  doUarL 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury, two  thousand  four  hundred  doUais. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  emfAsfed  in 
the  office  of  the  Register  of  the  Trearary^hting 
the  sum  appropriate  for  the  service  of  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  stxieca 
thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollan 
and  thirty-two  cents.  * 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  nundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  additional  ele^  to  be 
employed  in  the  office  of  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  inelndtng  books  for 
the  public  stocks,  printing  the  public  aeeoanti, 
and  other  contingent  expenses  of  tlb  R^gisier^ 
office,  two  thousand  eight  hundred  aad  ninety 
dollars. 

For  fuel  and  other  contingent  expenses  oC  the 
Treasury  Department,  includiag  rent  of  the  build- 
ings now  occupied  by  the  department,  expeaie  of 
removing  the  records  during  the  late  war,  tiaas^ 
porting  the  same  to  the  building  preparing  for 
thein^  cost  of  furniture  for  the  offices,  cases  for 
the  fire  proof,  and  compensation  to  a  sopenn- 
tendent  and  two  watchmen  employed  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  Treasury  buildings,  fiiieea  ihoosand 
dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  books,  maps,  and  charta, 
for  the  Treasury  Department,  oae  thossand  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  to  the 
Commissipners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  haa- 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  cost  of  vellum  for  patents  for  military 
bounty  landsj  printing  them,  and  record  boeb 
and  wheels  for  military  bounty  lottery,  in  Ae 
office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Laad 
Office,  seventeen  thousand  three  hundred  dsfitfa. 

For  compeosatioa  to  two  clerks  to  k  em- 
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ployed  in  th«  said  office,  to  write  aod  record  the 
pa  teats,  sereoteeo  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
four  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  being  the  sum 
appropriated  fqr  the  seryice  of  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  fifteen  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

For  compensation^  to  the  messenger  and  his 
assistants  in  said  office,  seren  hundred  and  ten 
dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  ^penses  in  the  office  or  the 
Secretary  of  War,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
War  Department,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Accountant  of  the  War  Depart- 
aient,  being  the  sum  appropriated  for  the  service 
of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fif- 
teen, fourteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-five dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  for  additional  clerks,  to  be 
employed  in  the  the  office  of  the  Accountant  of 
the  War  Department,  six  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  expHsnse  of  fuel,  stationeryjprinting,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  said  office,  two  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Paymaster  of  the 
Army,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  Paymaster's  office,  being  the  sum  appropri- 
ated for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteeti^  thirteen  thousand  three 
hundred  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  of  fifteen  per  cent, 
to  the  clerks  employed  in  said  office,  on  the  sum 
hereinbefoft  appropriated,  one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery^  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  the  Pay- 
master, two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Superintendent  Gene- 
ral of  Military  Supplies,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Superintendent  Qeneral  of  Mili- 
tary Supplies,  being  the  sum  appropriated  for  the 
service  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen,  seven  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  fue^l,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  (General  of  Military  Supplies,  six 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissary  Qeneral 
of  Purchases,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  oi  the  said  Commissary,  being  the  sum 
appropriated  for  the  serrioe  of  theyear  oas^  thou- 


sand eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  sftid  office  of 
Commissary  Qeneral  of  Purchaises,  nine  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Adju- 
tant and  Inspector  Ckneral's  office,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  comiMnsation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navvj  oeing  the 
sum  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  seven  thou* 
sand  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  said  office,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
Navy,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Accountant  of  the  Navv,  being 
the  sum  appropriated  fbr  the  service  of  tne  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  twelve 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  additional  clerks  to  be 
employed  in  the  office  of  said  Accountant,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  said 
Accountant,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy  Board,  ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
Board,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  ot  the  Navy  Board,  including  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  the  service  of 
the  preceding  year,  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  of  the  messenger,  including 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  seven  dollars  ana 
fifty  cents  for  the  service  of  the  preceding  year, 
seven  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  fifty  cents. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Navy 
Board,  including  the  sum  of  one  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  for  the  service  of  the  preceding 
year,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  Qeneral, 
three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Assistant  Poetmastei 
Qeneral,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Assistant 
Postmaster  Qeneral,  one  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  Qeneral  Post  Office,  being  the  amount  appro- 
priated for  the  service  of  the  Vear  one.  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  fiiteen  thousand  one 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  additional  clerks^  four 
tboosaad  two  bundled -and  ire  doUais. 
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For  deficiency  i«i  approfirifttiofi  for  clerk  hire 
for  the  year  ooe  thoosand  eight  huadied  tod  fif- 
Iten,  nine  haodred  and  thirty-fire  dollan. 

For  compenaatloo  to  the  metienger  aod  assist- 
ant messenger,  six  hundred  and  sixty  doMam. 
^  For  ooniingent  ezpeosee  of  the  Qeneral  Post 
Office,  three  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  several  Commissioners 
of  Loans,  and  for  allowance  to  cenain  Commis- 
sioners of  Loans  in  lien  of  clerk  hire,  fourteen 
thonsand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollan. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  of  sondnr  Com* 
missioners  of  Loans,  and  to  defray  the  aothoriied 
espenses  of  the  several  loan  oificers,  thirteen 
thousand  seren  hundred  dollars. 

For  comnensation  to  the  Surveyor  Qencral 
aod  his  clervs,  four  thousand  one  hundred  dollacs. 

For  eompcnsatioo  to  the  Surveyor  of  laads 
iooth  of  Tennessee,  and  his  clerks,  and  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  his  office,  three  Ihoosaad 
two  hundred  dolhirs. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerks  of 
the  Miott  nine  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  wages  to  perKOOs  employed  in  thediflereot 
operations  of  the  Mint,  including  the  sum  of  six 
hundred  dollars  allowed  to  an  assistant  engraver, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  furnaces,  cost  of  iron  and  ma- 
chinery, rents,  and  other  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Mint,  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty 
dollars. 

For  allowance  for  wastait^  ip  the  gold  and  sil* 
Ver  coinage,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  porcha^  of  copper  to  coin  into  cents, 
fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges, 
and  Secretary  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  six  thou- 
sand six  hundred  dollars. 

For  siatiooery,  office  rent^  and  other  contio* 
gent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Cbvernor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  nine  tnou- 
saod  dollars. 

For  stationery,  offlee  reni,  and  other  contin- 
gent, expenses  ot  said  Territory,  three  hundred 
and^fty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretarv  of  the  Missouri  Teivitoryi  seven  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  siatiooerv,  office  rent,  and  other  oonlingoM 
expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  lo  the  Governor.  Judges,  and 
Secretarv  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  six  thou- 
sand tix  oundred  dollars.  * 

For  stationery,  office  rent^  and  other  contingent 
oxpenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Qoveroor,  Judges,  and 
Beoretary  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  six  thousand 
oix  hundred  doHars. 

For  Slat ionerv,  office  rent,  and  other  contingent 
expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and 
ifty  dollaie.  ^' 

For  deflraylog  iho  expcasas  JMunod  hy  priat- 


ing  the  laws  of  said  Terriiory,  one  thousand  sm 
hundred  and  sevonty-siz  dollars  and  tveoty-five 
cents. 

For  the  discharge  of  soch  demnadsafaiiisr  the 
United  States  on  accoaat  of  the  clvU  iepartnent, 
not  otherwise  provided  for^  no  shall  kive  heeo 
sdmitted  in  doe  course  of  setUeoieni,  si  the 
Treasury,  two  thousand  dollaso. 

For  compensntton  granted  by  low  to  the  G^icC 
Justice,  the  Assoeiato  Judges^  nnd  District  Jndfes 
of  the  United  Slates,  incloding  the  Chief  Josiice 
and  Associate  Judges  of  the  District  of  Colaiah^ 
sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Attorney  Qeeenl  sf 
the  United  States,  three  thousead  doUevs. 

For  the  compensation  of  seadry  District  At- 
torneys and  Marshals,  as  granted  by  law,  ia- 
eluding  those  ia  the  several  Territories,  sera 
ihousaad  eight  hundred  and  fifty  doillan. 

For  defraying  the  expenaes  of  the  Saimai, 
Circuit,  and  District  CoOrts  of  the  United  &aic^ 
including  the  District  of  Colanabia,  aad  ofjmwa 
and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arisiw  irom 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeiturea.  aad  ftr  dmyiog 
the  expenses  olf  prosecutions  for  ofaeesagaiast 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  sslckeepiag  of 
prisoners,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  paymeat  of  sundry  pemnni  gitnted 
by  the  late  Qovernment,  eight  hundred  aaiaxty 
dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  ihe  aaaaalaUovanoeia 
the  invalid  pensioners 'of  the  United  Gkates,snt 
hondred  and  twenty  thousand  dollan. 

For  making  the  road  from  Camherlaad,  in  the 
Stale  of  MaVyUind,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  three 
hondred  thoasaad  dollars,  to  be  repaid  out  oftht 
fond  reserved  for  laying  out  and  makiag  mads  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,  by  virtue  of  the  eeasaih  aee- 
tion  of  an  act,  jMissed  on  the  thirtieth  ef  April, 
one  thoosand  eight  hundred  aod  two,  eauiled 
**An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  caatera  divt- 
aion  of  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio 
to  form  a  constitution  and  Slate  aovenaant^and 
for  the  adnissioa  of  such  State  into  the  ^am, 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  twigiaal  8iate%aai 
fur  other  purposes?* 

fW  the  maimenaace  aad  sappoit  cf  %hi- 
houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  pahlie  piers,  stahe- 
ages  of  channels,  bars,  aad  shoalai  taelndiag  the 
purcbase  and  transportation  of  oil,  ke^per^  sabh 
rice,  nspairs  and  Improvemeata,  aad  eootiagent 
expenses,  ninety- seven  thousand  foar  beadicd  aad 
sixty-four  dollars. 

To  repteee  the  amount  heretofore  appropriated 
for  defrsving  the  expense  of  surveying  the  eoaau 
of  the  United  States,  which  was  carried  to  the 
surplus  fund  on  the  thirty-first  of  Deoamber^  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  foartecl^  iwenty-aine 
thouKond  seven  huadred  and  iweaty  dollan  vd 
flfty^eeven  .cents. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  aacertaiaiag  aad 
adiusiiag  land  titles  in  Looiaiaaa,  five  thouaod 
dullars. 

For  defiaying  the  expense  of  aarreyiag  the 
public  lands  within  the  aevetal  Terriieries  sf  the 
Waited  Stales,  inciudslg  the 
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wi  privato  claims  io  Loabiaoas  for  asaertamiiig 
ihe  boaodarfes  of  tbe  Stiale  of  Ohio }  of  safref • 
log  the  towDsbip  liacs  in  ilie  Crtek  parcha8e,aiid 
of  the  ■alaries  of  two  principal  depoitca  in  the 
State  of  Looisiaoa.  oae  handred  and  sizt^'tliree 
thoasaad  four  hondrad  dollars. 

For  delVaying  the  ezpeose  of  printiDg  certiH* 
cates  of  registrjf  and  other  documeots  for  Tsstels, 
five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars* 

For  the  dii«charge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims 
against  the  United  States,  nbt  otherwise  provided 
Ibr,  as  shall  hare  been  admitted  in  doe  course  of 
settlement  at  the  Treasury,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries,  allowaneet,  and  contingent 
expenses  of  Ministers  to  foreiffn  nations,  and  of 
secretaries  of  legation,  one  hundred  and  fourteen 
tihousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse  be* 
iween  the  Uoited  States  aod  foreign  nations,  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  aece»ary  during  the  present 
year  Ak  carrying  into  effect  the  foorth, sixth,  and 
sevemh  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  concluded 
with  His  Britannic  Majesty  at  GHient,  on  the 
twenty-fourth  December,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  including  the  compensation  of 
the  Commissioners  appointed  trader  thow  articles^ 
twenty-three  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  dulUrs. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  agents  of  claims  on  ac- 
count of  captures  at  London,  Paris,  and  Copen- 
ba£ett,at  two  thousand  dollars  each,  six  thousand 
dollars. 

Forreplaeing  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  heretofore  appropriated  and  carried  to  the 
surplus  fund  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  for  objects  in  relation  to  the  in- 
tercourse with  the  Baxbary  States,  twenty-fire 
ihottsand  dollars. 

For  Btaking  good  a  deficiency  in  the  appropria- 
tion of  last  year  for  the  iatercoune  with  foreign 
oationsy  arising  from  the  differeiMie  in  the  ex- 
change in  transmitting  the  money  to  Europe,  and 
in  the  drafts  of  Ministers  aiid  agents  there  upon 
bankers,  and  to  meet  similar  expenses  the  present 
year,  fiuy  thousand  dollars. 

To  replace  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars^ 
being  part  of  an  appropriation  of  five  tbousana 
dollars,  appropriated  by  an  act  of  the  third  of 
March,  ona  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eieveo, 
to  discbarge  claims  on  accotint  of  depredations 
committed  by  the  Osage  Indians,  and  siace  car- 
ried to  the  surplus  fund,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers,  forty-seven  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  of  distrcesed  American  seamen 
for  the  present  year,  and  to  make  good  a  defici- 
ency in  the  preceding  year,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sko.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the 
several  ap|>ropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  fund  of  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  reserved  by  the  act  making 
provision  for  the  debt  of  the  Uoited  States,  and 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  April  16, 1816. 


An  Act  profidiog  for  the  etttlemeat  of  cerlaui  aa* 
eonnta  against  the  Libeaqp  of  Congrsas,  for  «uaad* 
ing  the  pnvilsges  of  osiag  the  books  thcnia»  aad 
for  establishing  the  salaiy  of  the  Librarian. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 
ized and  required  to  investigate  and  settle  the  $Lt^ 
counts  against  the  Library  of  Congress,  exhibited 
by  George  Waterston,  Daniel  Rapine,  and  Wil- 
liam  Elliott;  and  the  amount  thereof^  which 
shall  be  deemed  equitable,  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap* 
propriated. 

Sso.2.  Andbtitfitriher  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  Librarian,  for  attending 
said  Library,  an  annual  salary  of  one  thousand 
dollars,  payable  quarterly,  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  to  commence  and  take  effect  frona 
and  after  the  twenty-first  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  thepriv* 
ilege  of  using  the  books  io  the  Library  shall  be 
extended  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States  and  the  members  of  the  diplomatic  corpL 
on  the  same  ^erms  and  conditions  as  it  is  enjoyed 
by  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Approved,  April  16, 1816. 

An  Act  sBpplemantaiy  to  an  aCt,.eatLtlsd  ^'An  act  te 
incorporate  a  company  for  msktng.  certain  toropiko 
roads  within  the  District  of  Columbia." 

Beitenactedi4^c.,  That  the  company  for  makr 
ing  certain  turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of  Co* 
lumbia,  established  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed 
on  the  twentieth  dayof  AF[ril,ooe  thousana  eight 
hundred  and  ten,  be  authorized  and  empowered  to 
open  and  make  a  turnpike  road,  at  their  own  risk 
aad  expense^  from  the  £astero  Branch  bridge,  to 
meet  a  road  to  be  opened  and  iiMtde  under  the 
authority  of  the  State  of  Mary  laod»  from  fid  ward 
H.  Calvert's  mill,  io  Prince  Georjg;e's  county,  to 
the  line  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

SEo.d.  And  beit  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
company  may  demand  and  receive  the  same  tolls 
as  are  allowed  for  a  like  distance  by  the  act  to 
which  this  b  a  supplement,  and  shall  possess  and 
enjoy  the  same  rights  and  privileges,  and  be  sob* 
ject  to  the  same  limitations;  patn^  and  penalties^ 
as  are  prescribed,  enjoined',  and  directed  by  tb# 
aforesaid  act,  and  an  act  in  addition  thereto,  passed 
00  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April,  one  Ihousaid 
eight  hundred  and  ten. 

Approved,  April  Id,  1816. 


An  Act  confirming  to  the  Navigatioa  Company  el 
New  Orleans  the  use  aad  p9sseasion  of  a  lot  itt  the 
said  city. 

Be  it  enactedjjfc,  That  all  the  right  and  claiia 
of  the  Untied  States  to  the  titio,  posseasiOD,  aad 
occupancy  of  a  lot  of  ground  of  three  hundred  Ibet 
front  on  flampart  street,  to  the  city  of  Plow  Or- 
leans, by  six  hundred  feet  In  depth,  on  a  line  with 
St.  Peter  street,  on  which  was  erected^  the  former 
hospital  of  charity  in  the  said  city  be,  and  tha 
same  ia  heteby,  vested  ia  th»  Mav^ataoa  Coa^ 
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lADf  of  New  OrletDs :  Provided,  That  nothiog^  in 
thtsaet  eoDtalned  shell  affect  the  claim  or  claims  of 
any  individaal  or  indiriduals,  if  any  each  there  he. 
Approred,  April  16, 1816. 

An  Act  farther  extending  the  time  lor  israing  and 
locating  mBitary  land  warrants,  and  lor  other  por- 


Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Secreury  of  War 
he  aathorized  to  issoe  militarir  land  warrants  to 
aach  persons  as  have  or  shall,  before  the  first  day 
of  March,  one  tboasand  eieht  hundred  andeigh- 
tecn,  produce  to  him  satis&ctory  evidence  of  the 
Talidity  of  their  claims;  which  warrants,  with 
those  heretofore  issued,  and  not  yet  satisfiea,  shall 
and  may  be  located  in  the  name  of  the  holders  or 

Koprietors  thereof,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Oclo- 
r,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
on  any  uolocated  paru  of  the  fifty  quarter  town- 
ships, and  the  fractional  quarter  townships,  re* 
•erved  by  law  for  original  holders  of  militanr  land 
warrants.  And  patents  shall  be  granted  lor  the 
land  located  under  this  act,  in  the  same  manner 
as  Is  directed  by  former  acts  for  granting  military 

lands. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  at  the 
expiration  of  the  term  limited  by  this  act.  for  the 
location  of  the  military  land  warrants  aforesaid, 
ft  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  to  transmit  to  the  Surveror 
General  a  list  of  all  the  lots  of  land  within  the  fifty 
quarter  townships  and  fractional  quarter  town- 
shins,  which  shall  at  that  time  remain  unlocated ; 
and  tne  Surveyor  General  shall  prepare  and  trans- 
mit to  the  registers  of  the  land  omce  at  Chilico- 
the  and  Zanesville,  respectively,  general  plats  of 
the  aftvesaid  unlocated  lou,  which  lots  shall,  after 
the  first  dajr  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  nineteen,  be  offered  for  sale  at  the  land 
offices  in  the  districts  in  which  they  are  situated, 
in  the  same  manner,  on  the  same  terms  and  con- 
ditions, in  every  respect,  as  other  public  lands  are 
offered  at  private  sale,  in  the  same  districts. 

Approved,  April  16, 1816. 

An  Act  to  increase  the  pension  of  William  Monday. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  there  be,  and  hereby 
is,  granted  to  William  Mcmday,  of  the  citv  of 
mltimore,  who  lost  both  his  arms  in  an  attack  on 
the  enemy  at  St.  Leonard's  creek,  on  the  twentv- 
eighth  day  of  Jane,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  in  lieu  of  the  pension  to 
which  he  is  now  entitled  by  law,  a  pension  of 
twenty  dollars  per  month,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
navy  pension  fund. 

Approved,  April  16, 1816. 

An  Act  authorising  the  sale  of  a  lot  of  gronndi  belong- 
ing to  the  United  8tates»  situated  in  the  town  of 
Knozville  and  State  of  Tennessee. 

Be  it  enacted,  if  c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  sold,  at  public  sale,  a  lot  of  ground 
•heloDgiug  to  the  United  States,  sitoaied  in  the 


town  of  Kttoxville  and  State  of  TcsBeasee,  ten 
days'  notice  being  first  glveo  in  the  Kaorvitle 
Gazette,  of  the  time  and  place  of  «le. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  fiariker  enacted,  Tkai,  oa  the 
receipt  of  the  money  arising  from  sud  mfc^  Che 
President  of  the  United  Sutcs  is  hereby  rathor- 
ized  to  make  or  cause  Co  be  nade  a  title  ortitles 
to  the  purchaser  or  parehaeers  of  said  loL 

Approved,  April  16, 1816. 
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An  Act  fi>r  the  relief  of  certain 
the  district  of  Yin* 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,   That  the  sereral  pcrseas 
whose  claims  were  confirmed  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, entitled  ''An  act  confituriog  certain  cfaiais 
to  land  in  the  district  of  Yincennes^  and  for  other 
purposes."  approved  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousaaa  eight  hundred  and  eeven ;  and  Uie  act, 
entitled  ''An  act  confirming  certain  elaiBBs  to  Itad 
in  the  district  of  Yineeanes,"  approved  the  ihir> 
teenth  day  of  Fehroary,  one  thoiiaft»d  eighc  hoa- 
dred  and  thirteen,  which  haTing  been  Jocaied 
cannot  be  surveyed  agreeably  to  lav,  or  which 
having  been  located  Mve,  in  the  opiaioa  of  the 
register  of  the  land  offiee,  for  the  said  dittriei, 
been  removed  by  the  surveys  of  prior  '^rf^'ft^ 
from  the  spot  intended  to  be  oeeiiptei,aie  hoeby 
authorized  to  enter  their  locations  with  the  icg* 
ister  of  the  land  office  at  YineeADca,  on  any  ^ 
of  the  tract  set  apart  for  that  porpoae  in  the  sud 
district,  by  virtue  of  the  act.  entitled  "An  act  re> 
specting  claims  to  lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory 
and  Slate  of  Ohio,"  and  in  conformity  to  the  pre- 
visions of  this  act. 

Approved,  April  16, 1816. 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  President  of  the  UinilBd  States 
to  alter  the  road  laid  ont  from  the  loot  of  the 
of  the  river  Miami  of  Lake  Brie  to  the 
of  the  Connecticht 


line 


Be  it  enacted,  fc,,  That  the  Prestdeat  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  made,  in  such  manner  as  he  may 
deem  most  proper,  an  alteration  in  the  road  laid 
out  under  authority  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  ace  to 
authorize  the  surveying  and  making  of  certain 
roads  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  contemplaced  by 
the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,"  so  that  the  said  road  may  pass  through 
the  United  States'  reservation  at  Lower  San- 
dusky, or  north  thereof,  not  exceeding  three  miies. 

Sfic.  2,  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  the  ae* 
c^ssary  expenses  which  shall  be  incurred  in  alter- 
ing the  said  road  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  moneys 
appropriated  for  the  surveying  of  the  public  lands 
or  the  United  States. 

Approved,  April  16, 1616. 

An  Act  to  authorise  the  Legiilature  of  the  State  flf 
Ohio  to  sell  a  certain  tract  of  land,  reserved  fer  tke 

use  of  that  8ute. 

Beit  enacted,  fc.  That  the  Legislature  of  f&e 
State  of  Ohio  shsil  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  sa* 
thorized  and  empowered  to  cause  to  be  sdeeted 
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•od  soldy  Id  sueh  maoaer  sad  od  soeh  terms  and 
eoodiuoos  as  they  may  by  law  direct,  aqy  one 
section  not  exeeediog  the  quantity  of  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  the  tract  of  land  of  six  miles 
square,  reserved  for  the  benefit  of  that  State,  at 
the  Scioto  salt  sprioffs :  Provided,  That  the  sec- 
tion so  selected  shall  not  include  the  said  salt 
springs,  and  that  the  monev  arising  from  the  sale 
of  the  aforesaid  section  shall  be  applied  to  the 
erection  of  a  court-house,  or  other  public  build* 
ings,  thereon,  for  the  use  of  the  county  of  Jack- 
son, in  said  State ;  and  whenerer  the  selection 
and  sale  of  the  said  section  of  land  shall  have 
been  made,  and  the  same  shall  be  duly  certified 
to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gkneral  Land  Office, 
a  patent  shall  be  granted  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  said  section,  in  trust  to 
such  person  or  persons  as  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  shall  hare  appointed  ind  authorized  to  sell 
and  execute  titles  to  the  purchasers  of  the  land 
aforesaid. 
Approved,  April  16^  1816. 


An  Act  msking  Anther  provisioa  Ibr  militaiy  ssnriees 
daring  the  Isle  war,  snd  for  other  purposesu 

Be  it  enaded,  <fc..  That  when  any  officer  or 
private  soldier  of  the  militia,  including  rangers, 
sea  fencibles,  and  volunteeris,  or  any  non-commis- 
sioned officer,  musician,  or  private,  enlisted  for 
either  of  the  terms  of  one  year  or  eighteen 
months,  or  any  commissioned  officer  of  the  regu- 
lar army,  shall  have  died  while  in  the  service 
of  the  Uoited  States  during  the  late  war,  or  in 
retofning  to  his  place  of  residence,  after  being 
mustered  out  of  service,  or  who  shall  have  died 
at  any  time  thereafter,  in  consequence  of  wounds 
received  whilst  in  the  service,  and  shall  have 
left  a  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  child- 
ren,  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  such  widow,  or,  if 
no  widow,  such  child  or  children,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  receive  half  the  monthly  pay  to  which 
the  deceased  was  entitled  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
for  and  during  the  term  of  five  years ;  and  in  case 
of  death  or  intermarriage  of  such  widow,  before 
the  expiration  of  said  five  years,  the  half  pay  for 
the  remainder  of  the  time  shall  go  to  the  child  or 
children   of  said   decedent.    Provided  cUways^ 
That  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  adopt  such 
forms  of  evidence,  in  applications  undejrjhis  act, 
as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may  pre- 
scribe.   Provided  oifo,  That  the  officers  and  pri- 
vate soldiers  of  the  militia,  as  aforesaid,  who 
have  been  disabled  by  wounds  or  otherwise,  while 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duty  during  the  late  war,  shall  be 
placed  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  officers  of  the  regular  army,  under 
such  forms  of  evidence  as  the  Presideot  of  the 
United  States  may  i>re8cribe«     Provided  cdeo. 
That  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  extend 
to  any  person  embraced  in  the  provision  of  an  act. 
entitled  ^^An  act  to  provide  for  the  widows  ana 
orphans  of  the  militia  slain,  and  for  militia  dis- 
abled in  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  passed 


the  second  day  of  August,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  when 
any  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  or  pri- 
vate soldier  of  the  regular  army  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  been  jtilled  in  battle,  or  have 
died  of  wounds  or  disease,  while  in  the  service  of 
the  United  Sutes.  during  the  late  war,  and  have 
left  a  child  or  children  under  sixteen  vears  of  age, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  guardian  ot  such  chua 
or  children,  within  one  vear  from  the  passinc  of 
this  act,  to  relinquish  tne  bounty  land  to  which 
such  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  or  pri- 
vate soldier,  had  he  survived  the  war,  would  have 
been  entitled ;  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  receive  half 
the  monthly  pay  to  which  saeh  aeceased  person 
was  entitled  at  the  time  of  his  death,  for  and 
during  the  term  of  five  years,  to  be  computed  from 
and  after  the  seventeenth  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  the  payment 
thereof  to  be  made  when  and  where  other  mili- 
tary pensions  are  or  shall  be  paid ;  and  where  a 
warrant  for  the  military  bounty  land  aforesaid 
shall  have  been  issued  to  or  for  the  use  of  the 
child  or  children  of  any  such  deceased  non-com- 
missioned officer,  musician^  or  private  soldier, 
such  child  or  children,  or  either  of  them,  being 
under  sixteen  years  of  age^  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  guardian  of  such  minoror  minors  to  surren* 
der  and  deliver  such  warrant,  into  the  office  finr 
the  Department  of  War,  within  one  year  from 
the  passing  of  this  act^  of  which  surrender  and 
delivery  the  SecreUry  of  that  Department  shall 
give  notice  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 
shall  thereupon  give  the  requisite  orders  tor  the 
payment  of  the  half  pay  hereby  provided  for. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  dl 
soldiers  who  have  been  enlisted  to  serve  for  five 
years,  or  during  the  war,  and  were  above  the  age 
of  forty-five,  or  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years^ 
who  have  faithfully  served  during  the  late  war, 
and  have  been  regularly  discharged,  and  the  rep- 
resentatives of  such  soldiers  as  shall  have  died 
whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  all 
soldiers  who  have  been  enlisted,  and  have  faith- 
fully served  during  the  late  war,  until  they  have 
been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  commissioned  offi- 
cers, who,  if  they  had  served  during  the  war 
under  their  enlistment,  and  been  regularly  dia- 
I  charged,  would  have  been  entitled  to  a  bounty  in 
I  land,  shall  be  entitled  to  on^  hundred  and  sixty 
or  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  ac^ 
cording  to  the  term  of  enlistment;  the  warrants 
and  patents  to  issue  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the 
case  of  soldiers  enlisted  of  proper  age,  and  dis- 
charged under  similar  circumstances. 

-  Sfic.  4  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  the  provisions  of  this  act  into 
effect,  and  other  acts  giving  bounty  lands  to  sol« 
diers  of  the  regular  army,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
surveyed  and  laid  ofi^  in  one  or  more  surveys,  two 
millions  of  acres,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  in 
addition  to  the  appropriations  of  lands  by  the  act 
of  May  the  sixth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve,  for  designating,  surveying,  and  grant* 
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iiiff  inillcary  bouot j  Itods  aeeordiog  to  the  pro- 
TistooB  of  said  act. 

Sbo.  5.  And  be  it  Jwiker  enacted,  That  no 
traDsfer  of  land,  graoted  io  ytrtae  of  this  or  aoj 
other  law,  gi^ioff  bountie*  of  land  to  the  Don- 
commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  priTStes, 
enlisted  during  the  late  war,  shall  be  Talid,  unless 
the  contract  or  agreement  therefor,  or  letter  of 
attorney,  giving  power  to  sell  or  conrev,  shall 
bare  been  execnted  after  the  patents  shall  be  is- 
sued and  deliFered  to  the  persons  entitled  thereto. 

Approved,  April  16, 1816. 


Att  AeliB  addition  to  die  Kt,  entitled  <<An  Mt  in  ie» 
lalioii  to  tlie  Navy  Peasion  Fand." 

Be  a  enacted^  ^^  That  in  all  cases  of  nrtsee 
captured  by  the  public  armed  ships  of  the  united 
States,  which  shall  be  sold  under  the  order  of  tbe 
proper  prize  court,  bv  interlocutory  or  final  de- 
cree, it  shall  be  the  onty  of  the  marshal  of  the 
United  States,  making  the  sale,  to  pay  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof  into  the  registry  of  the  proper  court, 
Kritbin  thirty  dsys  after  such  sale  shall  be  made 
and  closed ;  and,  immediately  upon  the  payment 
into  the  registry  of  the  proceeds  as  aforesaid,  it 
abail  be  the  dutjr  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  to  de- 
posite  the  same  in  some  bank,  to  be  designated  by 
the  judge  or  judges,  of  the  court,  subject  to  the 
order  and  distribution  of  the  court  as  in  other 
eases;  and  when  the  said  prizes  shall  have  been 
^y  condemned,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court 
to  direct  the  share  of  such  prises  belonging  to  the 
United  States  to  be  forthwith  carried  m  the  ae- 
eeunt  with  such  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States,  on  account  of  the  navy 
Sension  fund ;  and  copies  of  the  certificate  of  such 
cposite  and  credit  shall  be  thereupon  transmitted 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Sutes  and  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  soon  as  may  be,  by  the 
olerk  of  such  court;  and  the  share  of  such  prizes 
b^oogiog  to-  the  captors,  deposited  as  aforesaid, 
ahallbepaid  over  to  the  parties  entitled,  or  to 
their  authorized  agent  or  agents,  upon  the  order  of 
the  proper  court  in  term,  or  of  the  judge  or  judges 
af  such  court  in  vacation. 
■-  Sao.  8.  And  be  itjuriher  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  marshals  of  the  several  districts 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  clerks  of  the  re- 
apective  courts  of  the  United  States,  to  state  and 
settle  their  respective  accounts  in  all  cases  of 
prizes  captured  as  aforesaid,  specifving  therein  all 
coats  and  charges  tazed,  claimed,  and  paid  by 
Ihera,  and  to  submit  the  same  to  the  proper  court, 
Itoviag  cognizance  thereof,  for  examination  and 
allowance,  within  sixty  days  after  a  final  adjudi- 
cation of  such  causes,  unless  a  difierent  time  shall 
be  assigned  by  such  court ;  and  thereupon  such 
courts  in  term,  or  any  judge  thereof  in  vacation, 
asay  proceed  summarily  to  hear,. examine,  and 
■llow  the  same  accounts;  and,  after  such  allows 
anee,  one  copy  of  the  same  accounts  shall  be  filed 
tmong  the  records  of  the  court,  and  another  copy 
ahall  be  transmitted  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  to 
eha  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  within  thirty  days 
after  the  allowance  thereof; 


8BC.3.  AndbeitJurihereoMUd,  TfcaihMI 
be  the  duty  of  the  district  miwmefB  tjf  the  le- 
spective  districts  of  tlie  United  Slaiea  to  fransak 
to  the  Secretarv  of  the  Hmwj  a  aiaicaeot  of  all 
prizes  captured  aa  albresaidi  which  ihaU  he  li- 
belled, condemned,  or  resti>rM,  mi  each  terra  of 
the  district  and  circuit  coorta,  wilhia  ikcit  re^ 
spective  districts,  as  soon  as  maf  be  afm  \he 
conclusion  of  each  term,  and  Co  aeoooipaay  saeh 
list  with  a  schedule  and  iavoiea  of  the  vaneai 
articles  composing  the  cargoca  of  s«ch  prizes. 

Sao.  4.  And  be  it  Jkriker  enatfed,  That  tW 
respective  courts  of  the  Uniced  Stalet,  bd«e 
whom  a  libel  against  any  prizes  capMred  as  afeie- 
said  shall  he  pending,  or  by  wfaooa  a  decree  d 
condemnation  and  distrtbuiioa  o£  aneh  prizcsskail 
have  been  awarded,  shaU  have  foil  power  aad  an- 
thorily,  in  the  exercise  of  their  adioiratty  aai 
maritime  jurisdiction,  to  iaaue  a  OMaitioafaBtf 
other  proper  proces^  to  compel  the  ontahal  aod 
clerk  to  perform  andf  obey  the  requisitions  of  this 
act ;  and  upon  the  complaintof  the  UaiiadSiBln^ 
or  any  person  interested  in  the  premisei>  noma- 
rily  to  hear  and  examine  the  same,  aad  co  make 
such  award,  order^  and  decree  Ihereia,  as  to  ja^ 
tice  aad  law  shall  appertain.    And  if  theaurshal 
or  clerk  shall  wilful W  refuse,  or  unreasoaahly  ne- 
glect, to  perform  and  obey  any  of  the  reqatsitioos 
of  this  act,  the  party  so  refttsiog'  or  aegkctiag 
shall  further  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  United  States 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  for  every  sach 
refusal  or  neglect. 

Sac.  5.  And  be  itfitrlher  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  Acconotaot  of  the  Nary 
Department,  for  his  extra  services  la  collectiog, 
stating,  and  settling  the  accounts  of  prize  raoaey 
belonging  to  the  navy  pension  food,  the  aaoffai 
sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  to  he  paid  quarfer^ 
yearly  out  of  the  navy  pension  fund. 

Szc.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  wher- 
ever sales  of  prizes  captured  as  aforesaid  have 
been  made  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  aad  the 
proceeds  thereof  have  not  mod  paid  iato  the  re- 
gistry of  the  proper  court,  or  finally  distrtbated 
under  its  order,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  mar- 
shal who  made  the  sale,  within   six  calendar 
months  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  or  such 
shorter  reasonable  time  as  may  be  assigned  by  the 
court,  or  the  judge  or  judges  thereof,  to  pav  into 
the  registry  of  the  court  the  proceeds  of  such  aa\e, 
with  a  written  account  of  the  costs  and  charges 
attending  the  same,  and  to  submit  the  name  ac-> 
count  for  ezaminatioa  and  allowance  to  thecoorr, 
or  the  judge  or  judges  thereof;  and,  in  like  mea* 
ner,  it  shall  be  the  dntvof  the  respective  cferka  of 
the  district  couru,  within  six  caleadar  aMmths 
from  the  passing  of  this  act,  or  suck  shorter  rea- 
sonable time  as  may  be  asaigaed  by  the  proper 
court,  or  the  judge  or  judges  thereoi|  to  preseol 
to  such  court,  or  the  judge  or  jad^  thereof^  for 
examination  and  allowance,  a  parucolar  aeeooat 
of  their  fees  and  charges,  la  all  caaea  of  prises 
captured  as  aforesaid,  where  such  account  has  oaf 
been  already  presented  and  allowed;  aad  aAer 
such  account  shall  be  examined  and  alloarsd,  k 
shall  be  filed  among  the  lecords  of  the  esart| 
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and  a  eopf  iheroof,  daly  aitcBled,  tkall  be  traoa- 
mitted  bj  tbe  elerk  of  the  court  to  the  Seciettryt 
of  the  Nayf ;  and  if  anf  marshal  or  elerk  ihall 
negleec  or  refase  to  perform  the  dottea  herein  re- 
qoired.  be  may  be  proceeded  agaioat  ta  the  proper 
court,  io  the  manner  prorided  ia  tbe  foorch  aee* 
tion  of  this  act. 

Sac.  7.  And  be  iijuriharenacttdi  That  in  eases 
where  the  allowance  of  the  half  monthly  pay, 
which  may  now  be  granted  hj^  law  to  qmcerL 
seamen,  and  marines,  disabled  in  the  service  of 
tke  United  States,  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  navv  pension  lond,  from  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  disability,  and  the  sitna- 
cioa  of  the  party  disabled,  be  tnadeqoate  to-  his 
necessary  sabsisteoce,  the  said  eon missioners  shall 
be,  and  hereby  are,  attibotiied,  in  their  discretion, 
to  increase  soeh  allowance  to  any  som  not  ez- 
oeediog  tbe  full  amount  of  the  monthly  pay  to 
which  the  party  so,  disabled  was  by  law  entitled 
in  the  said  serFice. 

Approved,  April  16, 1810. 


An  Act  to  soaUe  the  people  of  tbe  Indiaaa  Territpryv 
to  fiiritt  a  eonstitutioo  and  State  goravnmeQt».  and 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  UaioiL  on. 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

Be  a  enacted,  ^c^  That  the  inhabitente  of  the 
Territory  of  loifiana  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  au- 
Uiorixsd  to  form  for  themaelves  a  constitution 
and  State  goremment,  and  to  assume  such  name 
as  they  shall  deem  proper }  and  tbe  said  State, 
wbeo  formed,  shall' be  admitted  tnto  the  Union 
upon  tbe  same  footing  with  the  ociginal  BtateSj 
io  all  respects  whaterer. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  ihe 
said  Slate  shall  consist  of  all  the  territory  included 
within  the  following  booadaries,  to  wit:  bounded 
OQ  the  east  by  the  iherldian  line  which  forms  tbe 
western  bouodary  of  the  State  of  Ohio;  on  the 
sooth  by  the  river  Ohio,  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Great  Miami  river  to  the  mooth  of  the  river  Wa* 
bash ;  oa  the  west  by  a  line  drawo  along  the 
middle  of  the  Wabash  from  its  mouth,  to  a  point 
where  a  due  north  line,  drawa  from  the  town  of 
Viaeennes,  would  last  touch  the  dortJtwestem 
ahieve  of  the  aatd  river;  and  from  thence,  by  a  doe 
Bflvtb  line,  until  the  same^shali  intersect  an  east 
and  west  line,  drawn  through  a  point  ten  milea 
amth  of  the  soutbern  extreme  of  Lake  Miohiganfi 
ea  the  north  by  the  said  eaat  and  west  line,  until 
eha  sameahaU  inteesect  the  first  mentioned  merid- 
am  line  wbieii  forma  the  western  boundary  of  the 
toate  of  Ohao:  FroMed^  That  the  oenventleo 
baieinafter  provided  for,  when  fonned,  shall  rat- 
ify tbe  beaodariea  aforesaid',  otherwise  thee  shall 
be  and  remain  as  now  prescribed  by  the^rdhiance 
for  the  government  of  the  territory  northwest  of 
tile  river  Oiiio:  PremdeA^  tdee,  That  the  aaid 
ftiate  shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  en  the 
river  Wabash,  with  the  Suite  to  be  formed  west 
thereof,  so  far  as  tbe  aaid  river  shall  form  acorn* 
mon  bouodary  to  both. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  all 
■Mle  oiiisena  of  the  United  States^  who  shall  have 


arrived  at  the  age  of  tweaty*one  years^  and  re* 
sided  within  the  said  Territory  at  least  one  yeav 
previous  to  the  day  of  the  election,  and  shall  hava 
paid  a  county  or  territorial  tax;  and  all  persons 
having  in  other  respects  the  legal  qoaliflcattoov 
to  vote  for  representatives  io  tbe  Generri  Ae« 
sembly  of  the  said  Territory,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized  to  choose  representatives -to 
form  a  convention,  who  shall  be  apponioaed 
amongst  the  several  counties  within  the  said 
Territory,  according  to  the  apportionment  made 
by  the  Legislature  thece^at  their  faiat  session,  to 
wit:  from  the  county  of  Wayae,  four  reprraea^ 
ativea ;  fion  the  county  of  FrankUUf  five  repre- 
sentativeai  from  the  county  of  Dearborn,  three 
representatives ;  from  the  county  of  Swirzerlaadt 
one  repvesentatave ;  from  the  couaty  of  Jefiembn^ 
three  representatives ;  from  the  cpaoty  of  Ohirfc, 
five  representatives;  from  tbe  county  of  Harri- 
son,  five  representative^ ;  from  the  county  of 
Washington,  five  representatives;  from  tiie coun- 
ty of  Knojc, five  representatives;  from  the  county 
of  Gibson,  four  representatives ;  from  the  county 
of  Posey,  one  representative;  from  tbe  county  of 
Warrick,  one  representative  ;  and  from  the  county 
of  Perry,  one  representative.  And  tbe  election 
for  the  representatives  aforesaid  shall  be  boldea 
on  the  second  Monday  of  May,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  throughout  the  seve« 
ral  counties  in  the  said  Territory,  and  shall  be 
conducted  In  the  same  manner,  and  under  the 
same  penalties,  as  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  said 
Territory,  nttulatin^  elections  therein  for  mem- 
bers  of  the  Hoase  ol  Representatives. 

Sno.  4w  And  be  U  fkrther  emmtedf  That  the 
members  of  the  coavention  tbas  duly  elected  be^ 
and  they  are  heseby,  authorised  to  meet  at  the 
aeat  of  the  government  of  the  said  Territory,  oa. 
tbe  second  Monday  of  June  next ;  which  convea* 
tion,  when  met,  shall  first  determine,  by  a  major- 
ity of  the  whole  nomber  elected,  whether  it  be  or 
be  not  expedient,  at  that  time,  to  form  a  consti- 
tution aad  Slate  government  for  the  people 
within  tbe  said  Territory ;  and,  if  it  bedeiermined 
to  be  expedient,  tHe  coaveattoa  shall  bei  and  htm^ 
by  arc,  autboriaed  to  form  a  coasiitutlon  aUd 
Stale  governmem;  or,  if  it  be  deemed  more  ea^ 
pedieot,  the  said  convention  shall  provide  by  or- 
dinance for  electing  representatives  to  form  a 
conslitttlion  or  frame  of  governatent ;  whick  said 
repreaeatativcs  shall  beeboeen  in  such  manaefy 
aad  hi  sueb  proportion,  and  shall  meet  at  sunk 
time  and  place  aa  shall  be  pivseribed  by  the  said 
ofdinaace^  and  shall  then  form,  for  the  people  of 
said  Territory,  a  eonstitcKion  and  State  govern- 
meiu:  Proeaed^  That  the  same,  wbeaever  form^ 
ed,  shall  be  republican,  and  not  repugnant  to  those 
articlee  of  the  ordinance  of  the  thirteenth  of  July, 
one  thonaaad  aevea  himdred  and  eightyNseveO| 
whieh  are  declared  to  he  irrevocable  betweea  the 
original  Stales  and  the  people  aad  States  of  iM 
Territory  noctkwest  of  the  rivev  Ohio ;  excepting 
so  moeh  of  said  articles  as  relate  to  the  bonada- 
ries  of  the  States  therein  to  be  formed. 

Ssa.&  AndbeUfiertherenactedf  That,  ontil 
tba  next  general  eeasus  shaM  be  taken^  the  said 
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Slate  shall  be  calitled  to  one  repreeeotative  in 
tlie  HoQse  of  Repreaentatives  of  the  United 
States. 

Sco.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enaded,  That  the 
ibllowiDg  propositions  be,  and  the  same  are  here* 
by,  offered  to  the  eonrention  of  the  said  Terri- 
tory of  Indiana,  when  formed,  for  their  free  ae- 
eeptance  or  rejeetion,  which,  if  accepted  by  the 
eouTention,  shall  be  obligatory  npon  the  United 
States. 

First.  That  the  section  nnmbered  sixteen  in 
e? ery  township,  and,  when  sach  section  has  been 
sold,  ffranted,  or  disposed  of,  other  lands  eqniva* 
lent  thereto,  and  most  contiguous  to  the  same, 
shall  be  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  such  town- 
ship, for  the  use  of  schools. 

Second.  That  all  salt  springs  within  the  said 
Territory,  and  the  lands  reserred  for  the  use  of 
the  same,  together  with  snch  other  lands  as  may, 
by  the  Presinent  of  the  United  States,  be  deemed 
necessary  and  proper  for  working  the  said  salt 
8pring.«,  not  eiceeding,  in  thewboIe|  the  quantity 
contained  in  thirty-six  entire  sections  shall  be 
granted  to  the  said  State,  for  the  use  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  said  State,  the  same  to  be  used  under 
anch  terms,  conditions,  and  regulations,  as  the  Le- 
gislature or  the  said  State  shall  direct ;  nrorided 
the  said  Legislature  shall  never  sell  nor  lease  the 
same  for  a  longer  period  than  ten  years  at  any 
onetime. 

Third.  That  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  lands  lying  within  the  said  Terrilorv,  and 
which  shall  be  sold  by  Congress  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  December  next,  after  deducting 
all  expenses  incident  to  the  same,  shall  be  re- 
served for  making  public  roads  and  canals,  of 
which  three-fifths  shall  be  applied  to  those  ob- 
jects within  the  said  State,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Legislature  thereof,  and  two-fifths  to  the  mak- 
ing of  a  road  or  roads  leading  to  the  said  State, 
under  the  direction  of  Congress. 

Fourth.  That  one  entire  township,  which  shall 
be  d^ignated  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  addition  to  the  one  heretofore  reserved 
for  that  purpose,  shall  be  reserved  for  the  use  of 
a  seminary  of  learning, 'and  vested  in  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  said  State,  to  be  appropriated  solely 
to  the  use  of  such  seminary  by  the  said  Ijegis- 
lature. 

Fifth.  That  four  sections  of  land  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  granted  to  the  said  State,  for 
the  purpose  of  fixing  their  seat  of  government 
thereon ;  which  four  sections  shall,  under  the  di*- 
rection  of  the  Legislature  of  said  State,  be  located, 
at  any  time,  in  such  township  and  ranse  as  the 
L^islature  aforesaid  may.sdect.on  such  lands  as 
may  hereafter  be  acquired  by  the  United  States 
from  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  said  Territory : 
Prouidedy  That  such  locations  shall  be  miade  prior 
to  the  public  sales  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  surrounding  such  location  :  And  ptomded 
ottomfv.  That  the  five  foregoing  propositions  here- 
in offered,  are  on  the  condition  that  the  conven- 
tion of  the  said  State  shall  provide,  by  an  ordi- 
nance irrevocable,  without  the  consent  of  the 
United  States,  that  every  and  each  tract  of  land 


sold  bv  the  United  Sutes.  from  mmd  af ler  thelm 
day  of  December  next,  snail  be  aaii  reoaain  ex- 
empt from  any  ux  laid  by^  order,  or  iniiier  aoj 
authority  of  the  State,  whether  forSute.  coooty, 
or  township,  or  any  other  parpooe  whatever,  for 
the  term  of  five  years,  from  niid  after  the  dajr  of 
sale. 
Approved,  April  19, 1816. 


on  spiiiti  d» 
t»  lay  ocbelr 
inpoeed,  «ifi- 


An  Act  to  sbolith  the  existing  datiee 
tilled  within  the  United  States,  and 
duties,  in  lien  of  those  at  preaent  ia  ^ 
censes  to  distillen  of  spiritnoiia  li^oosaT 

Be  U  enacted^  ^,  Thai,  from  mod  after  tk 
thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  the  net  entitled  *Aa 
act  to  provide  additional  revenaea  for  defray ing 
the  expenses  of  Government,  nnd  aiaintaiaing  tlie 
public  credit,  by  laying  dutiea  on  aptriu  distuied 
within  the  united  States  and  Territories  tbereoC 
and  by  amending  the  act  laying  datiea  on  iieessei 
to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquora,  possed  the  twen- 
ty-first day  of  December,  one  thouannd  ^gktkaa- 
dred  and  rourteen,  shall  cease  and  delcrai/acL  ex- 
cepting in  so  much  as  the  snnte  Is  MliBabie  to 
the  duty  pa^ble  lor  lieensea  for  slitfs  or  boilers 
granted  previously  to  the  firal  day  of  Jalj  aext: 
Frovidedf  That  the  provuiona  of  the  aforessid 
act  shall  remain  in  full  force  and  virtae.  ss  &r  as 
the  same  may  rekte  to  the  rendering  of  aeeouu 
of  spirits  distilled  previous  to  the  first  day  oC  My 
next,  and  to  the  collection  and  recovery  of  aU  Aa- 
ties  laid  by  the  said  act,  that  vulj  have  aceroed 
previous  thereto,  and  which  ahali  then  reaisia 
outstanding,  ana  for  the  recovery,  distribatioo. 
and  remission  of  fines,  penaltiesy  and  forfeitore^ 
which  may  be  incurred  in  relatioa  to  the  md 
duties. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  every 
person  who,  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  Jaae  next, 
shall  be  the  owner  of  any  still  or  skills,  or  other 
implements  in  lieu  of  stills,  used  for  the  porpmt 
of  distilling  spirituous  liquors,  or  who  shall  have 
such  still  or  stills,  or  implements  as  afofcakd  aa- 
der  his  superintendence,  either  aa  agent  for  the 
owner  or  on  his  own  account,  aadTor  which  a 
license  extending  beyond  said  day  shall  aot  have 
been  previously  obtained,  and  every  pemn  who^ 
having  such  license,  shall,  after  its  expiration,  nsa 
or  intend  to  use  any  still  or  stiUa,  or  imptcments 
as  aforesaid,  either  as  owner,  agent,  or  otherwise, 
shall,  before  he  shall  so  begin  to  one  sach  atiU  or 
stiib,  or  other  implements  in  Uea  thereof  fat  the 
purpose  of  distilling  spirituous  liqnon;  ap^y  for 
and  obtain  from  the  collector  appoinied  by  virtoe 
of  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  asseomeat  and 
collection  of  direct  taxes  and  interaal  daiies,^  for 
the  collection  district  in  which  sach  person  re» 
sides,  (or  to  the  deputy  of  such  collector  duly  aa- 
tborized,)  a  license  for  using  the  said  still  or  stiU% 
orother  implements  as  aforesaid;  which  licensa 
respectively  shall  be  granted  at  the  option  of  the 
proprietor  or  possessor  of  such  atill  or  stills,  icr 
any  or  either  of  the  terms  mentioned  in  thtssci^ 
upon  the  payment  in  money,  by  such  proprietoror 
possessor,  or  the  dnties  payable  on  the  said  lieense 
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or  lietDsesy  according  to  the  provitionfl  of  this  aei, 
if  the  said  duty  upon  such  still  or  stills,  or  other 
implements,  when  added  together,  if  there  be  more 
than  one  still  or  other  implement  for  distillinj^ 
spirits,  shall  not  exceed  twenty  dollars;  and  if 
they  snail  exceed  twenty  dollars,  on  sufh  propri- 
etor or  possessor  executing  and  delivering  to  the 
collector,  or  to  his  deputy  as  aforesaid,  a  bond 
with  two  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
such  collector  or' deputy,  conditioned  for  the  pay- 
ment of  said  duties  at  the  end  of  twelve  months 
after  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  such 
license  or  licenses  respectively  shall  have  been 
granted.  And  the  said  bond  shall  he  taken  in  the 
name  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  in 
sQch  form  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Treasury 
Deoartment.  And  if  any  person  shall,  after  the 
said  thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  use  or  cause  to 
be  used  any  still  or  stills^  or  other  implements  as 
aforesaid,  in  distilling  spirituous  liquors ;  or  shall 
be  the  owner  of,  or  have  under  his  superintend- 
ence, either  as  agent  or  otherwise,  anv  still  or 
atilli^  or  other  implements  as  aforesaid,  which 
shall  after  the  said  day  have  been  used  as  afore- 
said, without  bavins  a  license  therefor  as  afore- 
said, continuing  in  lorce  for  the  whole  time  dur- 
iiw  which  the  said  still  or  stills,  or  implements  as 
aforesaid  shall  have  been  thus  used,  or  who  shall 
keep,  durioff  any  period  for  wbich  a  lioense  has 
been  granted  to  such  person,  any  still  or  boiler,  or 
other  implement  liable  to  duty  in  their  fixtures,  in 
a  situation  for  use,  without  having  first  obtained 
a  license  for  the  same,  agreeably  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  every  such  person  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  together  with 
double  the  amount  of  duties  which  would  have 
been  oayable  for  the  term  during  which  such  still 
or  stiUs,  or  implements  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  thus 
used,  or  kept  m  a  situation  for  use  as  aforesaid, 
had  the  said  still  or  stills,  or  implements  aforesaid, 
been  entered  according  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act ;  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of  suit. 
Sfic.  3.  And  be  U  Juriher  enacted^  That  if  any 

Serson  shall  keep  in  or  about  his  distillery  any 
eer  or  other  liquor,  prepared  from  grain,  for  the 
purpose  of  distillation,  for  more  than  eight  days, 
during  any  time  for  which  such  person  shall  not 
have  obtained  a  license  for  distillation,  he  shall 
forfeit  and  pay'  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
for  every  such  ofi*enee. 

Sbo.  4.  And  ht  U  Juriher  enacted^  That  the 
licenses  aforesaid  shall  and  may  be  granted  for 
and  during  the  following  terms  or  periods,  and  on 
the  securing  of  payment,  as  aforesaid,  of  the  du- 
ties undermentioned,  namely : 

For  a  still  or  stills  employed  in  distilliog  spir- 
its from  domestic  materials,  for  a  license  tor  the 
employment  thereof,  for  and  during  the  term  of 
one  week,  four  and  a  half  cents  for  each  gallon 
of  the  capacity  of  eTerysoeh  still,  including  the 
head  thereof;  for  a  license  for  and  during  the 
term  of  two  weeks,  nine  cents  for  each  gallon  of 
its  capacity  as  aforesaid ;  for  a  license  for  and 
during  the  term  of  one  month,  eighteen  cents  for 
each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid ;  for  a  li- 
eeose  fox  and  during  the  term  of  two  months, 


thirty-six  cents  for  each  flallon  of  its  capacity  as 
aforesaid  ;  for  a  license  for  and  during  the  term 
of  three  months,  fifty-four  cents  for  each  gallon 
of  its  capacity  as  iforesaid;  for  a  license  for  and 
during  the  term  of  four  months,  seventy-two 
cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid  ; 
for  a  license  for  five  months,  ninety  cents  for 
each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid ;  for  a  li- 
cense for  and  during  the  term  of  six  months,  one 
hundred  and  eight  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  ca- 
pacity as  aforesaid',  for  a  license  for  one  year, 
two  hundred  and  sixteen  cents  for  each  gallon  of 
its  capacitor  as  aforesaid :  Provided^  That  there 
shall  oe  paid  upon  each  still  employed  wholly  in 
the  distillation  of  roots,  but  one-half  the  rates  of 
duties  abovementioned,  according  to  the  capacity 
of  such  still. 

For  a  still  or  stills  employed  in  distilling  spirits 
from  foreign  materials,  for  a  license  for  the  em- 
ployment thereof  for  and  during  the  term  of  one 
month,  twenty-three  cents  for  each  gallon  of  the 
capacity  of  erery  such  still,  including  the  head 
thereof;  for  a  license  for  and  during  tbe  term  of 
two  months,  forty^ix  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its 
capacity  as  aforesaid;  for  a  license  for  and 
during  the  term  of  three  months,  sixty-eight 
cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid ; 
for  a  license  for  and  daring  the  term  of  foot 
months,  ninety  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capa- 
city as  aforesaid ;  for  a  license  for  and  during  the 
term  of  six  months,  one  hundred  and  thirty*five 
cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid; 
for  a  license  for  and  durinff  the  tenn  of  eight 
months,  one  hundred  and  eighty  cents  for  each 
ffallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid ;  for  a  license 
for  one  year,  two  hundred  and  seventy  cents  for 
each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid. 

And  for  every  boiler,  however  constrncted, 
employed  for  the  purpose  of  generating  steam  la 
those  distilleries  where  wooden  or  other  vessels 
are  used  instead  of  metal  stills,  and  the  action  of 
steam  is  substituted  for  the  immediate  applica« 
tion  of  fire  to  the  materials  from  which  the  spir- 
ituous liquors  are  distilled,  for  a  license  for  the 
employment  thereof,  doable  the  amount  on  each 
gallon  of  the  capacity  of  the  said  boiler,  inelading 
the  head  thereof,  which  would  be  payable  for  the 
said  license,  if  granted  for  the  same  term,  and  for 
the  employment  on  the  same  materials  of  a  still 
or  stills  to  the  contents  of  which,  beinff  the  male- 
rials  from  whence  the  spirituous  liquors  are 
drawn,  an  immediate  application  of  fire,  during 
the  process  of  distillation,  is  made. 

Sfic.5.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  collectors,  within  their  respect- 
ive districts,  to  grant  licenses  for  distilling,  which 
licenses  shall  be  marked  with  a  mark  denoting 
the  rate  of  duty  thereupon,  and  shall  be  signed 
by  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  aqd  being 
countersigned  hy  the  collector,  who  shall  i^ue 
the  same,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  issued,  shall  be 
granted  to  any  person  who  shall  desire  the  same,, 
upon  application  in  writing,  and  upon  iiayment, 
or  securing  of  payment  as  aforesaid,  ot  the  sum 
or  duty  payable  by  this  act,  upon. each  license 
requested. 
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8bo.  6.  And  he  HJkrther  enaOitd^  Tbit  the 
•p|>iietttioD,  in  writing,  to  bemide  by  ttoj  person 
appfviDg  for  a  license  for  disttllingr  it  iforesaid, 
sbali  state  the  place  or  places  of  dtstlUinff,  the 
namber  and  contents  of  the  still  or  stills,  miler 
or  boilers,  and  whether  intended  to  distil  spirit- 
uoas  liquors  from  foreign  or  dooiestie  materials. 
And  DO  person  having  obtained  a  license  in  one 
collection  district  shall  be  required  to  take  oat  an 
additional  license  in  another  district  for  the  same 
still  within  the  period  of  the  first  license.  And 
erery  person  making  a  false  statement  in  either 
of  the  said  particulars,  or  who  shall  dbttl  spirit- 
uous liquors  from  materials  other  than  those 
stated  in  the  application  aforesaid,  as  well  as  the 
owner  or  superintendent  of  any  distillery,  still  or 
stills,  with  respect  to  which  such  false  statement 
shall  ba?e  been  made,  or  which  shall  be  thus 
unlawfully  employed,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  reeor* 
ered  with  costs  of  suit. 

8bo.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
such  collector,  or  bis  depute  duly  authortzed 
under  his  band  and  seal^  shall  be  authorized  to 
enter,  at  any  time,  any  distillery,  or  place  where 
any  still,  boiler,  or  other  vessel  used  in  distilla- 
tion are  kept  or  used  within  his  collection  dis- 
trier,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting,  examining,  or 
measuring  the  same,  and  the  other  vessels  therein. 
And  every  owner  of  such  distrllery,  stills,  or  boil- 
ers, or  other  vessels,  or  person  having  the  care, 
superintendence,  or  management  of  the  same, 
who  shall  refuse  to  admit  such  officer  as  afore* 
said,  or  to  suffer  him  to  inspect,  examine,  or 
measure  the  same,  shall,  for  e?ery  such  refusal, 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  fitrlher  enacted^  That,  in 
cases  in  which  a'  license  for  stills  or  boilers  may 
hare  been  granted  for  their  employment,  accord- 
ing to  the  present  rates  of  duty,  for  a  period  ex- 
tending beyond  the  thirteenth  day  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  the  person 
to  whom  the  same  may  have  been  granted  or 
transferred  shall,  on  or  before  the  said  day,  pay, 
or  secure  the  payment,  in  manner  aforesaid,  of  a 
sum  equal  to  such  proportion  of  the  additional 
duty  hereby  imposed  on  licenses  for  stills  and 
boilers  as  said  period  bears  to  that  for  which  the 
said  license  was  granted;  the  payment  of  which 
sum  shall  be  endorsed  by  the  collector  on  satd 
license.  And  if  any  sifll  or  boiler  shall,  aAer  the 
said  thirteenth  day  of  June,  be  employed  in  dis- 
tilling spirituous  liquors  without  the  additional 
duty  having  been  previously  paid  or  secured  as 
ttfuresaid,  the  owner,  agent,  or  superintendent 
thereof  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  together  with  double  the  amount  t^ 
the  said  additional  duties. 

8ec.  9.  And  he  U  furrier  enacted^  That  all  the 
provt<$ions  of  this  act  shall  be  deemed  tu  apply  to 
any  still  or  boiler,  or  other  vessel,  used  ia  disiilla- 
llun,  which  shall  be  employed  in  the  reetifieatfon 
of  spirituous  liquors. 

^  dec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enaOed^  That  any 
license  heretofore  or  hereafter  granted  fbr  em- 
ploying a  BtUI,  boiler,  or  other  vessel,  in  dtatitfltog 


spirrta  from  fordga  materittla^  shaif  awcfcoriR  Hke 
distilling  spirits  from  domestic  naferiais  alao. 

Sac.  11.  AndheUfitrfkerenadbBi,  Thmi  a  de- 
duction at  the  rate  of  eif  be  per  ceatam  sba/l  be 
made  for  the  duty  payaUe  for  a  licease  to  dUoi 
sptrituous  Kquors,  oo  the  pBymevc  tbcitaf  ac  ibm 
time  of  obtaining  tbe  same^  wliecher  iha  sane 
be  pairable  on  a  credit  or  itoCi  Beeoediagla^e 
provisions  of  this  act. 

Sbc.  is.  And  be  wtfitHker  rmufed,  Tbat,  it 
fbture^it  shall  be  lawfol  for  the  diadfierard^ 
tillers  of  domestic  spiriu,  siid  all  peiaoas  tm 
whose  materials  sdeh  apinta  sboll  be  dasuUed,  is 
sell  without  a  Itcense,  by  recsil,  any  qaaaiiif 
thereof,  not  less  than  one  gaUos. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  itfitriker  oaoeCed;  Thai  the 
several  provisions  of  ''Aa  act   maktag  farte 
provision  for  the  colleettoa   of  iateraal  cfetio^ 
and  for  the  appointment  and  compeaaatloe  of  as* 
sessors/'  passed  on  the  second  day  of  Angnst,  oae 
thousand  eight  hundred  aod  ihtrteen,  m^  iai 
are,  hereby  declared  to  apply  ie  foil  force  i»  the 
duties  laid  by,  and  to  be  collected  aado',  this  act, 
the  same  as  it  such  duties  and  this  act  vers  re- 
cognised therein;  which  said  dntiesdafl  beeol- 
lected  by  the  same  collectors,   ia  the  saaie  maa- 
ner,  for  tbe  same  commissiooa,  aad  aader  the 
same  directions,  as  are  thereby  eatab&Min  re- 
lation to  the  other  internal  doiies:  aadiUthe 
obligations,  duties,  and  penalties,  thereby  inpOKd 
upon  collectors,  are  hereby  imposed  apea  Ite 
eoUectors  of  the  duties  laid  by  this  aet. 

Seo.  14.  And  he  it  fiariher  etuaeted,  Thai  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesajdt  n 
their  respective  districts,  and  they  are  hetehy  an* 
thorized  to  collect  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act, 
and  to  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  the  ane, 
and  for  the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  anma  which 
may  be  forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act  And  aH 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures^  which  sbail  he 
incurred  by  fbrce  of  this  act,  shall  aad  may  be 
sued  for  and  recovered  in  the  oame  of  the  <7oiied 
States  by  bill,  plaint,  rnfonnatioa,  or  aetieo  of 
debt,  one  moiety  thereof  to  tbe  Use  of  the  Daiied 
States,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  lo  the  aseof 
the  person  who,  if  a  collector,  shall  first  diseoves, 
if  other  than  a  collector,  sfaafl  fir^t  iaJbrai  afth» 
cause,  matter,  or  thing,  whereby  aoy  svch  fine, 
penalty,  or  forfeiture,  shall  bare  been  laeorredf 
unless  the  breach  of  this  act,  lor  which  aoeh  fiac^ 
penalty,  or  forfeiture,  may  be  incurred,  eaaaot  be 
established  without  the  testimony  of  saeh  coihetot 
or  other  informant,  in  which  case  the  wbide  of 
such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  shall  be  fo  the 
use  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  April  19, 1816. 


Aa  Ad  ftr  tiie  ntisfof  tha  Baltiswaa  ami 

astts  BiUs  aoetsticB. 

Be  it  enacted,  ifc,^  That  all  the  duties  doe  and 
payable  to  the  United  States,  on  a  set  of  stereo- 
type plates,  owned  by  the  Baltimore  Bible  Socteiy, 
imported  rrom  London  to  Philadelphia,  la  tke 
vear  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  llfieea  oa 
hoard  the  ship  Bleetra;  aadfrooa  LoadraieBal* 
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timora  ID  tliesame  yelir,  on  boatdlbe  ahip  JoMpb, 
be,  and  the  same  are  hefebf ,  remitted. 

8bc.  2:  And  he  it  fiaiket  enaeied,  That  tbe 
Comj^troUer  of  tbe  Treesary  be,  end  he  is  hereby, 
amlioriaed  to  direct  a  debeotare  to  be  bttied  to 
tbe  MaMaohntetis  BiUe  Society,  for  a  drawback 
df  dutiac  opoB  aa  invoice  of  biUee  exported  from 
the  port  of  Boston,  on  board  the  brigantioe  Paa- 
tfaer,  in  the  year  one  tboosaad  eig;ht  haodred  and 
fifteen :  Friniiedkomgvtr,  Thst  the  said  Society 
aba!!  prodnee  satisfactory  e?ideocc  to  the  said 
GoibptroUcr,  as  the  law  directs,  that  the  invoice 
aforesaid  has  been  kinded  in  some  foreign  port  or 
|^ace» 

Approved,  April  190, 1816. 


An  Act,  fnxthcr  mpplemeotaiy  to  the  act,  entitled 
**  An  set  providinf  for  the  indemnifiestioo  of  certain 
daimsnts  of  pnblic  lands  in  the  Misutnippi  Territory. 

BeUimaeUdf^c^  .That  every  person  or  per- 
cons  claimiBf  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  uader  the  act  or  pretended  act  of  the 
Btate  of  Georgia,  pesscd  Jaaaar^  the  seventh, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  oinetyhd7e.who 
have  not  duly  vdeceed  their  claiiBs  to  the  United 
Statcc,  so  as  to  entitle  them  to  tiie  iodemniOca- 
tion  provided  by  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the 
Ihirty^first  day  of  March,  one  ihoaiand  eight 
■haodred  and  fourteen,  eatitled  *An  act  providing 
for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of 
pahlie  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  and 
the  acts  snpplemeatary  thereto,  shall  be  allowed 
Airtbcff  time  to  execute  and  file  with  the  com- 
missioaerB  appointed  to  decide  oa  such  cldims, 
good  and  snfficient  legal  releases  of  their  claim,' 
as  by  said  iMts  arc  required,  until  the  first  Moi>- 
dayofMacehnest.  And  ihecommissionersafore- 
aaid  are  hercbv  aothorised  and  empowered  to  de- 
oldc  on  such  claims,  and  to  adjud||eto  every  such 
elaaaaant  or  claimants  the  proportion  of  indemni- 
fication to  which  he  or  they  may  be  fcapeattvely 
entitled. 

San.  8.  And  be  U  Jurtker  enacted;  That  the 
oommissioners  afiMPesaid  shall  be^  and  they  are 
hereby  authoriaed,  in  all  cases  where  they  shall 
dimot  suits  to  be  commenced  for  tbe  recovery  of 
money  fraudulently  withdrawn  from  thetreaatiry 
of  Georgia,  to  transmit  to  the  counsel  or  attorney 
appointed  to  lMtitttte.and  eondnet  such  sntis  or 

S'oseautionsi  all  doriginai  papan  or  docwneats  in 
etr  possession,  that  may  fuxaish  evidcnet  to 
anstnin  the  sanse. 

Sao.  3.  And  beiUfitrther, enacted,  That  there 
shall  he-allowed  and  paid,  out  of  the  TreMory  of 
the  United  States^  to  each  of  the  said  ooosmis- 
sioaersand  their  seerelary.  the  further  snm  of  one 
thousand  doHafs^-nsaeonapensation  for  the  addi- 
tional services  reonifed  by  this  acL 

Approved,  April  20,  lai^ 


major  10  each  battalion  of  the  mtlitta,  as  is  pro- 
vidied  by  tbe  act  entitled  'An  act  more  eieetually 
to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  establish- 
ing a  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United 
States."  approved  May  tbe  eighth,  one  thousand 
seven  kundred  and  ninety-two,  there  shall  be  one 
colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel,  and  one  major  to 
each  regiment  of  the  militia,  consisting  of  two 
battalions.  Where  there  shall  be  only  one  bat- 
talion, it  shall  be  commanded  bv  a  major.  Pre- 
etded,  That  nothing  contained  herein  shall  be 
construed  to  annul  any  commission  in  the  militia 
which  may  be  in  force,  as  granted  by  the  author- 
ity of  anjr  State  or  Territory^  in  pursuance  of  the 
act  herein  recited,  and  bearing  date  prior  to  the 
said  first  day  of  May  next. 

Approved,  April  dO,  1816. 


An  Act  oonosraii|g  field  oflkeis  of  Chs^  Militia. 

Beit  enacted^  fc.,  That,  from  and  after  the 
■first  day  of  May  next,  instead ^iT  one  licnteaant 
colonel  coaiiBAadant.i»  eadh  cngMncpt^and  oqa 


An  Act  respecting  the  Iste  officers  snd  crew  of  the 

sloopof-war  Wasp. 

Whereat,  there  is  reason  to  npprehend  that  tbe 
sloop-of-war  Wasp,  an  armed  snip  of  the  United 
Sutee,andla^elycommandedby  Captain  Johnston 
Blakely,  is  lost : 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  the  representatives  of  Captain  Johnston 
Blakely,  and  of  each  of  tbe  officers  and  crew 
aforesaid,  as  is  hereinafter  directed,  twelve  months 
wages ;  and  that  there  be  paid  to  the  aforesaid 
representatives,  and  to  the  survivors  of  said  offi- 
cers and  crew,  if  such  there  be,  the  sum  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  distributed  as  prize  money 
for  the  capture  and  destruction,  by  said  sloop-ot- 
war,  of  tbe  British  armed  vessels  Reindeer  and 
Avon. 

Sbg.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  encusted^  That  the 
distribution  of  said  wages  and  compensation  shall 
be  as  fbllows,  viz  :  one-tbird  to  the  widow,  and 
two*third  parts  to  the  children  of  the  deceased ; 
and  in  case  there  foe  no  child,  the  whole  to  the 
widow ;  and  if  there  be  no  widow,  then  to  the 
child  or  children ;  and  if  there  be  neither  widow 
nor  child,  then  to  the  parent  or  parents ;  and  if 
tfa^e  be  no  parent,  then  to  the  brothers  and  sisten ; 
and  if  there  be  neither  brother  nor  sister,  then  such 
dtaTC  or  shares,  not  claimed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
and  remain  part  of  the  navy  pension  fond;  and  the 
sums^foresatd  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated : 
PrwOed,  That  in  all  cases  in  which  there  sbail 
be  only  one  child,  the  widow  shall  have  an  equal 
share  with  tbe  child. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navv  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  au- 
thorized and  reqnirea  to  appoint  a  prize  agent, 
whose  doty  it  shall  be  to  disburse  tbe  moneys 
aforesaid,  or  to  refund  any  balance  thereof,  under 
such  rules  or  regulations  as  the  said  Secretary* 
nay  pteecribe }  and  that  all  moneys  not  cUimed 
by  virtoe  of  this  act,  within  two  years  from  the 
day  when  said  sums  shall  be  put  at  the  dieposal 
of  the  said  prise  agent,  shall -be  deemed  and  .held 
apart  of  the  navy  pension  fund. 

AffMvad,  AyrU  £0, 1814 
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For  eontiogent  eipeiMet,  iscMiBg  «i««5ii»| 
tno8portatioD,and  reeraitiiig  expenieB,  thffet  bus- 
dvpd  thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  aod  snbsisleooe  of  the  marine  eorpa, 
one  haodred  aad  forty-ooe  thoasaad,  one  htmdred 
aod  aeTeBty«tvo  dollars. 

For  elotbiDg  for  the  samcy  thirty  •four  thonMmd 
one  hnadred  and  8ixty*Bix  dollars. 

For  military  stores  for  the  same,  one  thoasand 
mie  handred  aod  eighty-eight  doRm. 

For  coDtingent  expenses  for  tlie  same,  ibarteen 
tlwmsaad  five  hundred  dollars. 

8no.d.  Ittdfret^Jirtikraiactai  That  the  sev- 
eral appronriationsi  hereinbefiwe  made,  shall  be 
paid  ont  or  moneys  in  tbe  Tfeasnry  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

ippioiied,  April  S4, 1816. 


An  Aet  lor  the  mare  oooYenient  anangemsnt  of  the 
timss  and  places  of  holding  the  Cireoit  Conrts  of  the 
United  Sutssi  for  the  districts  of  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia. 

Be  ii  enacted,  fc-,  That,  from  and  aAer  the  first 
day  of  June  next,  toe  circuit  courts  in  and  for  tbe 
aixth  circuit  of  the  United  States  shall  be  held 
ai  the  following  times  and  places,  aad  no  others ; 
that  is  to  say,  for  the  district  of  Georgia,  at  8a- 
Tannah,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  December,  in 
everv  year,  and  at  MilledgeFlUe,  on  the  sixth  day 
of  May  in  erery  year;  for  the  .district  of  Sooth 
CaroUnay  ai  Ctiaf leatoa,  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
November  in  erery  year,  and  at  Oolumbia  on  the 
twaiUieth  day  of  April  in  every  year ;  and  tbe 
circuit  conrts  for  the  said  districts  respectively, 
or  the  circuit  judge  of  the  said  sixth  circuit  is 
aathorized  and  required  to  make  all  such  rules 
and  orders  ^M  may  be  necessary  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  change  in  time  aad  place  of  holding  the 
aaid  courts,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  this  act. 
Approved,  April  84, 1816. 


4a  Aot  &it  (he  relief  of  eertsan  j^ichaseis  of  public 
Isndi  in  the  Mississippi 


Be  ii  enacUd^  fc«  That  every  iievsoo  who, 
since  the  first  day  or  April,  one  thmisaad  eight 
httodredaod  elcven,and  prior  totbee^teenihday 
of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
had  purchased  any  tract  or  tracts  of  public  Una 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  not  exceeding  in  the 
whole  aic  hnoarcd  and  rortr  acres,  nnUsa  the 
tract  purchased  be  a  fractional  Motion  or  sections, 
or  fractional  sections  classed  with  an  entire  sec- 
tion, and  whose  lands  have  not  already  been  ac- 
tually sold  or  reverted  to  the  United  States  for 
*  non-paymetit  of  part  of  the  purchase  money,  shall 
be  allowed  the  further  time  of  two  years  and  eight 
months  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  pres- 
ent period  already  given  by  law  for  completing 
the  payment  of  the  bsid  purchase  money ;  which 
further  term  of  two  years  and  eight  months  shall 
be  allowed  only  on  the  condition,  that  all  arrears 
of  iourest  on  toe  purchase  money  shall  have  been 
paid  on  or  before  the  i«na  shall  have  e^^ed  f«>t 


completing  the  payaaeot  of  the  pnrcimse  moaevi 
Pmiidedi  That  in  all  caeee  id  wbieh  the  lime  or 
completing  the  payment  of  the  paicbaae  moaey 
may  have  expired,  or  shall  expire^  before  the  fim 
day  of  Joiy  next,  the  interaat  wiay  belaid  on  or 
before  thai  day.  Bat  in  eaae  of  Milnfe  ia  pay t^ 
either  the  aricara,  or  the  reaidse  of  priac^  with 
the  accraing  imerest,  as  ie  herein  provided,  the 
tract  of  laod  shall  forthwith  be  Bdvertked  sad 
oflbred  for  sale,  in  the  snoae  mmmici;  and  on  tbe 
same  tcrma,  as  is  directed  by  law  ia  case  of  \amk 
not  paid  for  within  the  lioaiied  larm,  and  shall 
revert  in  like  annaer,  if  the  mnn  doe,  with  iBte^ 
est,  he  not  at  aoeh  sale  biddea  and  paid.  Ani  is 
oaaes  where  any  tract  or  traeta  of  land  ia  tui 
Territory,  not  exceeding  in  tho  wbolc^  six  hoadicd 
and  forty  acres,  unless  the  trmct  be  a  liaeiiaBsl 
aeetioa  or  eeetions,  or  fractlooal  aaetioas  daEseJ 
with  aa  entire  seetion  have,  aineo  tbe  first  daj  sf 
October  last,  rererted  to  tae  United  Suiei,  br 
de£ittlt  of  payment,  the  origimil  poichasei  aaj 
again  enicr  the  same  tract  or  traeia  at  the  priet 
at  which  anch  tract  or  tracu  were  origiaatfy sold; 
and  all  mooeya  which  atieb  origiaal  perrhatfr 
may  have  paid  shaH  be  replaoed  to  his  credit  by 
the  reeeiver  of  poblic  monepa  for  the  district  ia 
which  the  lead  may  lie,  and  ouch  le-pnsehasers 
shall  beallowed  the  same  haaefitaof  theciiBBsioa 
of  the  time  of  payment  created  by  thb  set,  as 
though  ao  aueh  revenioa  bad  oeeaned:  Pissidirf, 
That  aoeh  original  porcbaaer  abaU  make  to  the 
proper  oSeer  such  application  for  sock  recently 
as  ta  lequtred  bv  law  tor  the  eatnr  ^  kmds  oa  or 
hefoTO  the  first  nay  of  July  next,  aad  that  the  iaatf 
so  reverted  shall  not  have  ibma  heea  prevteeslf 
restdd. 

Appro^d,  April  M,  181^ 


to  ea  aet» 
gnating  liotMlieB  ia  lands  and  axi 


n 


ft^tB 


Be  it  enaetedf  ^^  That  instead  of  the  Tieaso* 
rer  of  the  United  States,  as  ia  prescribed  by  the 
third  section  of  the  act  to  which  thia  is  a  sopple- 
ment,  tbe  Paymaster  of  the  Army  of  the  Oeitcd 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aotborixed  aod  re- 
quired to  pay  to  each  of  the  persons  described  in 
the  act  above  recited,  according  to  the  provisions 
thereof,  three  months*  pay  in  addition  to  that  to 
which  they  may  have  been  previonslr  entitled, 
according  to  the  rank  they  respectively  held  in 
the  Army  of  the  United  Sutes  during  the  late 
war. 

Approv;ed,  April  86;  1616. 


An  Ad  dedsiing  dis  asssnt  of  Osngism  to  an 
theOeneral  Assembly  of  tbs  Btafts  of  TirgiBia. 


actsf 


Be  U  tmui^  fc,  That  the  aaseatof  Congress 
is  hereby  given  aad  declared  to  an  act  of  tbe  uan- 
erd  Assembly  of  Virginia,  entitled  ''An  act  ia- 
corporatiag  a  company  (or  the  purpose  of  im/aov- 
ing  the  navigation  of  James  river  irom  WarsFick 
to  Aooketi'a  landing,"  whicti  act 
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•  t 


the  tw.enty-seeoDd  day  of  Febraary,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen^ 
Approved,  April  26. 1816. 


An  Act  rewarding  the  offioen  and  crew  of  the  Conati- 
tntion,  for  the  capture  of  the  Brttiah  sloop-of-war 
Levant. 

Be  it  enacied,  f  e..  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
have  distributed  as  prize  money,  to  Captain  Chas. 
Stewart,  late  of  the  frigate  Constitution,  his  offii- 
eers  and  crew,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  for  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop-of-war 
Levant^  and  that  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  appropriated  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Approved,  April  26, 1816. 


An  Act  anthorising  the  pavment  of  a  earn  of  BMney 
to  John  T.  Gonrtoay  mi  Samuel  HarriaoB>  or  their 
legal  repretentativea* 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  pay  to  John  T.  Courtnay  and  Samuel 
Harrison,  citizens  of  Virginia,  or  if  either  of  both  of 
them  be  dead,  then  to  their  legal  representatives,  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars,  to 
be  equally  divided  between  them  i  which  sum  is 
paid  them  in  consequence  of  their  exertions .  in 
saving  from  being  destroyed  bv  fire^  the  gunboat 
schooner  Asp,  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
when  she  was  set  on  fire  and  left  burning  by  the 
enemy,  after  havrag  been  taken  bv  them  in  an 
action  in  the  month  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  in  the  river  Potomac. 

Approved,  April  26, 1816. 


An  Act  estaUuhing  a  port  of  deliveiy  at  the  town  d 

Uie  Bayon  8l  John. 

Be  it  enacted, jfc,  That  the  town  of  the  Bayon 
St.  John,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  shall  be  a  port 
of  delivery ;  that  a  surveyor  shall  be  appointed  to 
reside  at  said  port;  that  all  ships  and  vessels 
bound  to  said  port  shall,  after  proceeding  thereto, 
and  making^  report  and  entryj  at  the  port  of  New 
Orleans,  within  the  time  limited  by  law,  be  per- 
pniited  to  unlade  their  cargoes  at  the  said  town 
of  the  Bayou  St.  John^  or  at  the  baein  of  the 
canal  of  Cfarondolet,  adjoining  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  under  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed 
by  law. 

Sec.  2.  AndheUJurtherenacted^  That  so  much 
of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed 
on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  February,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  four,  entitled  ^An  act  for 
laying  and  collecting  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage, within  the  territories  ceded  to  the  United 
States  bv  the  treaty  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three^  between  the 
United  States  and  the  French  Republic,  and  for 
other  purposes,''  as  is  contrary  to  this  act,  is  here- 
by repealed. 

Approved,  April  26, 1816.     . 
1 4th  Con.  Ist  Sssa.— 59 


An  Act  aopplenientary  to  the  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defrajing  the  expenses  of  Government 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct 
tax  upon  the  united  States,  and  to  provide  fox  as- 
sessing and  collecting  the  same.  ' 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  in  regard  to  the  direct 
tax  imposed  by  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the 
fifth  of  March,  one  thc^usand  eight  hundred  and 
sixteen,  and  to  anv  other  direct  tax  that  may  be 
hereafter  imposed^  the  enumerations,  valuations, 
and  assessments  first  made,  or  to  be  made,  in 
virtue  of  the  **Act  to  provide  additional  revenues 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Gk)vernment  and 
maintaining  the  j^ublie  credit,  by  laying  a  direct 
tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for 
assessioff  and  collecting  the  same,"  passed  the 
ninth  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen,  shall  remain  unchanged,  except  ineo* 
much  as  the  respective  amounts  of  tax  may  be 
affected  by  the  augmentation  or  diminution  ot  the 
aggregate  tax  laid,  or  to  be  laid,  and  the  property 
so  enumerated,  valued,  and  assessed,  slmll  con- 
tinue liable,  with  such  qualification,  to  the  taxes 
so  assessed,  subject  only  to  the  changes  herein- 
after provided  for,  and  to  those  that  may  arise 
from  the  correction  of  errors,  as  authorized  by  the 
last  recited  act 

&B0.  2.  And  be  it  Jfurther  enacted.  That  the 
changes  to  be  made  in  the  said  enumerations, 
valuations,  and  assessments,  and  in  the  subsequent 
revisions  thereof,  shall  be  relative  to  the  first  day 
of  June  in  the  present  year,  and  in  every  subse- 
quent year  in  which  a  direct  tax  may  be  imposed, 
shall  be  efiected  by  the  principal  assessors,  with- 
out the  employment  or  assistant  assessors, .  and 
shall  extend  to  the  supplying  omissions  of  asses- 
sable property,  to  the  transfers  of  real  esute  and 
slaves,  to  the  changee  of  residents  and  non-resi- 
dents, to  the  burning  or  destruction  of  houses  or 
other  fixed  improvements  of  real  estate,  to  the 
exemption  of  property  that  may  have  ceased  to 
be  assessable,  and  to  the  assessment  of  property 
that  may  have  ceased  to  be  exeoBoted  from  asses- 
ment,  to  sgch  other  cases  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may  find  it  necessary  in  the  furtherance 
of  jnstice  specially  to  authorize,  and  to  the  birth 
or  death  of  slaves,  or  their  running  ftway.  oi 
otherwise  becoming  useless:  Pratnded,  That 
changes  in  the  last  case  shall  be  solely  where  the 
tax  standing  chargeable  to  any  person  for  sUvee 
would  be  diminisoed  by  the  valuation  on  the  said 
first  day  of  June  of  all  those  then  owned  by  such 
person,  excepting  those  obtained  by  transfer,  in 
which  case  the  reduction  in  the  valuation  abali 
be  equal  to  the  difference  between  the  amount  of 
the  original  and  existing  valuation. 

Sxa  3.  And  be  UJutiher  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  each  of  the  principal  assessors^ 
within  fifteen  days  from  the  first  of  June,  to  at- 
tend in  person,  or  in  case  of  his  sickness,  by  a 
deputy  to  be  appointed  by  him,  at  six  several 
places  within  his  district  most  convenient  to  the 
inhabitants,  the  court-houses  being  of  the  number, 
except  where  they  exceed  six,  and  then  at  epich 
court-house  within  the  district,  for  one  full  day 
at  each  place,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  any  Ia- 
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fermttjoo  «•  to  tb«  ehftttget  as  afdrcMiJ,  whieh 
may  bare  taken  plaee  maca  tha  precediog  asseas- 
aoent  or  reTision,  which  informaiioa  tfhall  he 
gifen  in  writing  under  the  signature  of  the  penoD 
whose  tax  may  be  affected  thereby ;  of  which  at- 
tendance, and  the  object  thereof,  the  said  prtaci- 
Cl  assessor  shall,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of 
ajr  preceding,  cause  notfpe  to  be  given,  which 
notice  shall  be  inserted  three  times  weekly  in  all 
Iha  newspapers  published  within  his  distnct,  and 
in  handbills,  to  be  posted  up  at  all  the  court- 
bouses  therein ;  causing,  at  the  same  time  and  in 
tlm  same  mode,  notice  to  be  ^ven  that  be  will 
attend  to  hear  appeals  relatiTe  to  any  sneh 
ohaoges  at  the  times  and  places  herein  specified 
therefor. 

8nc.  4.  And  h9  MAirther  enocied,  That  each 
of  the  said  principal  assessors  shall,  within-  ten 
days  after  the  said  fifteen  days,  according  to  the 
information  so  received,  or  to  any  other  loforma- 
tioD  satisfactory  to  him,  revise  the  general  lists 
for  his  district,  and  note  in  a  supplementary  form 
•neh  changes  ss  shall  appear  to  him  to  have  oc- 
curred; and  shall,  within  the  said  term  of  ten 
days,  make  out  a  distinct  statement  of  each  change, 
which  shall  include  the  name  of  the  person  so 
liable  to  tax,  and  the  valuation  of  the  property, 
and  shsll  either  cause  the  same  to  be  delivered  to 
sncb  person,  or  to  be  put  in  the  msil,  addressed  to 
him  or  her,  and  directed  to  the  post  office  nearest 
to  his  or  her  abode,  sgreeably  to  the  best  inform- 
ation of  the  said  ^incipal  assessor,  with  a  notifi- 
cation of  tbe  times  and  places  or  bearing  any 
appeals  that  msy  be  made,  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided for:  Frotided,  That  no  such  notice  need 
be  given  to  persons  not  residing  within  the  dis- 
trict. 

8«o.  9.  And  be U^fHTther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
he  the  duty  of  the  said  principal  assessor  to  attend 
at  the  several  places  aforesaid  within  his  district, 
within  fifteen  days  from  tbe  expiration  of  the  ten 
days  aforesaid,  for  at  least  one  day  at  each  court- 
honse,  for  tbe  purpose  of  receiving  any  appeals 
that  mav  be  made  in  writing  as  to  the  changes 
aforesato,  which  changes  shall  be  open  to  the  w- 

Section  of  any  parson  who  may  apply  to  in^et 
eansasb 

Sno.  e.  And  be  H  fiercer  enacUd,  That  the 
changes  aforesaid  shall  be  made  in  the  foltowtopf 
manner,  and  according  to  the  following  prfnci- 

£les,  in  addition  to  those  hereinbefore  stated,  that 
t  to  sav : 

In  all  cases  that  relate  to  real  estate,  and  to  the 
transfer  of  slaves,  other  than  is  herein  specially 
provided  for,  the  rate  at  which  tbe  same  were  or 
would  have  been  valued  under  the  act  aforesaid, 

Eissed  the  ninth  of  January,  one  thotisand  eight 
nndred  and  fifteen,  shall,  as  near  as  may  be,  be 
maintained;  excepting  where  a  p&rtial  alienation 
of  real  estate  shall  occur,  in  which  case  the  ori- 
ginal tax  shsll  be  apportioned  among  tbe  several 
parts  according  to  their  existing  value. 
,  la  all  other  oases  relative  to  slaves,  the  valua- 
tion shall  be  made  according  to  their  existing 
value. 

In  casca  in  which  nai  property  ahall  have  been 


onoa  sold  for  taxes,  and  porahasedon  behalf  of  ika 
United  States^  such  property  shall,  notwithstand- 
ing, continue  to  be  entmd  on  the  generaJ  lisi^ 
end  tbe  tax  lists,  in  the  name  of  the  or^'oai  pro- 
prietor, until  tbe  period  allowed  for  the  redemp- 
lioo  thereof  shall  have  expired,  after  whick^unieas 
redeemed,  it  shall  bestrickea  iberefrom-,hliitflter 
being  so  purchased  it  shall  not,  while  it  rsoaios 
unredeemed,  be  again  sold  for  any  othec  tea 
tax;  and,  during  such  period,  the  redempiias 
thereof  shall  only  be  effected  on  the  paymcat  d 
all  tbe  taxes,  additions,  and  charges  doe  theress, 
the  same  as  if  it  still  cootinoed  the  property  ei 
the  original  owner,  and  as  if  it  had  bMi  sold  fa 
each  accruing  tax;  and  the  collectors  afaaUsa 
rendering  the  proper  accounts,  be  credited  lor  t^ 
amoqnt  of  taxes  on  property  than  continuiag  SB- 
redeemed. 

Anv  person  becoming  the  owner  of  a  slave  hj 
transfer  to  him  from  a  district  other  than  that  ia 


which  ha  reaidas,  shall,  at  the  lioae  aad  place  jae* 
scribed  by  the  third  aectioii  of  \hm  act,  fuakk 
the  principal  assessor  with  a  rmtriasa^  ifwifr 
ing  tbe  sex  and  age  of  such  slavey  who  skll  be 
valued  according  to  his  or  her  eziating  raiae;  and 
any  such  person  who  shall  ne^ect  m  famish  a 
statement,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  ania  notexcced- 
ing  ten  dollars;  one  half  thereof  for  the  or  ^  the 
United  8iat«%  and.  tbe  other  half  for  the  ase  oC 
the  iaformer.  And  where  a  transfer  of  a  dava 
shall  be  made  by  a  person  residing  wiihia  oae 
district  to  a  person  residing  in  aooibtf,  whkk 
shall  become  known  to  the  principal  assoaor  of 
the  former  district,  he  shall  forth  with  advt«^ 
through  the  mail,  tbe  principal  assessor  of  the 
lauer  district  thereof,  wboshaily  in  case  ihesiata- 
ment  aforesaid  shall  not  have  been  rendeied  mm 
aforesaid,  institute  a  prosecution  agaiast  tJie  per- 
son to  whom  the  transfer  has  been  made  for  the 
said  penalty. 

In  all  cases  tbe  individual  statements  of  ehaages 
shall  be  made  out  in  such  a  manner  as  may  he 
directed  by  the  principal  assessor,  and  skiA,  in 
their  form,  be  as  simitar  as  pmetiea(>le  to  thetisu 
takea  at  the  preceding  assessment. 

8so.7.  Andbeit/m-^erenmciiBd,  Thai,ferthe 
purpose  of  iaanriog  a  correct  exeeatiott  of  the  eh- 
jeets  aforesaid,  the  principal  assessors  shaM  take 
and  pursue  all  other  lawful  measoiva,  by  the  ex- 
amination of  records^  the  entry  on  the  nremises, 
or  by  any  other  batisfaoiory  proof;  whkh  they 
shall  consider  neces^ary. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  U Junker  maded,  Thaf,wYihra 
thirty  days  after  the  expiration  of  the  lioie  allot- 
ted as  aforesaid  to  the  bearing  of  apfwaJi^  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  priacipal  assessor  in  each  dis- 
trict to  revise,  agreeably  to  his  decision  and  the 
information  he  may  possess,  the  enumcratioae 
and  valuations  aforesaid^  correcting   the   same 
agreeably  to  the  changes  aforesaid,  and  to  naaki 
out  a  complete  corrected  list  of  all  the  enamefa- 
tioos  and  valuations  in  his  district,  agfeeahle  is 
the  form  prescribed  by  the  act  aforesaid,  pasvd 
the  ninth  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  haodivd 
and  filteen,  which  the  said  principal  asseoNor  stall 
aign  and  preserve  among  his  off  eial  pnpam;  and 
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further  to  make  out  and  dcliyer  to  tbe  eoilc(t«»r, 
WitbtQ  the  same  tioM^  agreeably  to  Ibe  tweaty^- 
first  seeiion  of  the  said  aet,  the  tax-  lials  iberain 
designated,  made  to  eei^omi  to  soeh  changes ; 
whartopan-  the*  raspvetira  aiaps  rtquiaad  by  tbe 
provisions  of  theaaid  act,  mot  incompatible  with 
those  pfftof ibed  by  this  act,  sbi^l  beimianed. 

Sao.  94  AMdbii$Jurthtr  enacted,  TbateooMieb 
of  the  tbirty«ninth  seaiion  of  tba  act  aforaaaid, 
pasaed  the  ninth  of  Janoary,  one  thaoaaDd  eigfai 
niindrad  and  fifteen,  as  respaeta  the  time  wttbin 
which  transfers  and  ahai^ges  of  properly  shatt  be 
aacertaiaed,  and  the  mahing  ooi  aaa  OTlivary  of 
tba  iista  thereof,  ba»  and  the  sttaaa  aia  hereby,  te-* 
pealed. 

aao.  10.  AmL  be  U  fiaiker  enoOtd,  That  in 
case  any  eircomstaaae  shall  prevaAt  a'complmnee, 
in  point  of  time,  with  the  foregoing  provistonsj 
the  stepa  rec|uired  ahall  nevertheless  be  taken 
thereafter ;  in  which  event  tha  same  notices  shall 
be  given, and  ihesame  tertaaof  ttme  be  allotted 
to  the  performance  of  tha-  several  duties  that 
would  have  beea  r^uisita  bad  no  sueb  iailuie 
existed. 

Seo.  11.  And  be  U  Jiiriher  enaated,  That  the 
duties  aforesaid,  required  of  tbe  principal  a&sea* 
aors,  aad  the  compensation  for  the  performance 
thereof,  shall  be  confined  to  those  States  which 
shall  not  have  assumed  the  payment  of  tbe  direct 
tax  laid  in  any  year, or,  having  assumed, shall  not 
have  duty  paid  the  same. 

Seo.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  in 
default  of  the  perlormance  of  the  duties  eojoined 
b^  this  act  on  any  principal  assessor,  he  shall  for- 
feit and  pay,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
sued  for  and  recovered  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States  in  any  court  having  competent  jurisdic- 
tion. 

Sbo.  13.  And  be  it  Jurihtr  enacted^  That  all 
letters  to  and  from  the  principal  assessors,  rela- 
tive to  their  official  duties,  shall  be  transmitted 
free  of  postage.  And  any  principal  assessor  who 
shall  put  his  frank  on  any  other  letter,  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  tbe  sum  of  ten  dollars,  the  whole  of 
which  shall  be  for  the  us^  of  the  person  who 
shall  give  information  thereof. 

Sac.  14.  And  beitjvrthet  enoctof.  That  in  lieu 
of  the  eoufpeosattons  beretofbre  allowed  to  the 
pvindpal  assessors,  they  shall  rei«pectively  re^ 
eeive,  for  every  year  in  which  a  direct  rax  shall 
be  laid,  a  salary  of  two  hundred  dollars,  and  three 
dollars  for  every  hundred  taxable  persons  con- 
tained in  the  tax  lists  delivered  to  Che  collectors, 
together  with  an  allowance  for  their  necessary 
mkI  reasonable  charges  for  books  and  stationery 
used  in  the  execution  of  their  duties,  which  said 
duties  shall  be  considered  as  embracing  tbe  cor- 
rection of  errors,  as  authorized  by  law.  And  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  augment,  in  cases  where 
be  shall  deem  it  necessary,  tbe  foregoing  com- 
pensations: Provided^  Tbat  there  shall  not  be 
aUowad  lo  aay  one  principal  aasesaor,  in  an  v  aaoh 
year,  more  than  two  hundred  dollars,  in  addition 
lobiaftxfd  ooBifiiiwMina:  4mI  jnwaMn^  That 


the  whole  eitra  amount  thus  attowad  shall  not 
exceed  ill  such  year  ten  thousand  dollara  ^d 
for  tbe  purpose  of  carrying  this  act  into  offset, 
there  b  hereby  appropriated,  in  each  year  m 
whicb  a  direct  tax  shall  be  laid,,  a  sum  of  one 
hundred  thousand  doUars,  to  be  piaid  out  of  any 
motfay  in  the  Tnnaury,  not  otherwiae  appropri- 
ated: Prwridedj  Tbat.  any  other  existing  appro- 
priation for  tba  said  purpoaes  be^  and  me  sauna 
IS  hereby,  reMaled 

Sac  15.  And  be  it  fiaiker  enacted,  Tbai  in 
lieu  of  tbe  time  now  fixed  by  Uw  for  the  con* 
,raan«amant  of  tbe  eoHeetion  of  tho  direct  tax,  it 
shall  be  ia  each  distriet  tnuDediately  suboequeat 
to  tbe  day  on  which  tbatax  iiats  aball  be  deliT- 
ered  to  the  oolleetoc  thereof 

Saa  la  iifid  be  it  fiirther  emwM,  Tbat  ia 
all  cases  in*  whieh  a  tax  shall  ba  charged  for 
slaves,  the  real  estate  of  tba  persoa  charged 
therewith  may  be  sold  therefor,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  for  a  tax  doe  therooa ;  hoc  no  slaves  sold 
for  taxes  shall  be  putcbosed  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  itfuriher  enacted^  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury 
to  assisn  to  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue  the 
duty  of  superintending  the  assessor's  valuations 
and  assessments,  under  the  laws  imposing  a  di- 
rect tax,  as  well  as  the  collection  of  the  tax,  sub- 
ject to  his  directions  and  control^  according  to  the 
powers  vested  in  him  by  law. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enodisd,  That  the 
foregoing  provisions  shall  apply  to  any  direct  tax 
imposed  or  to  be  imposed  upon  the  District  of 
Colombia,  and  shall  be  and  remain  in  force,  any- 
thing in  any  former  act  or  acts  to  the  contrary 
notwiUistanding. 

Sec.  19.  Provided  always^  and  be  it  further 
enacted.  That  the  equalization  and  apportion- 
ment 01  the  direct  tax  made  in  the  vear  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifteen  bj  the  board  or  principal  as- 
sessors for  the  State  of  Delaware,  in  virtue  of  the 
before  recited  act,  entitled  **An  act  to  provide, 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tat  upon  the  United  States, 
and  m  provtdv  for  tbe-  assessing  aad  colleocing 
the  same,^  shirti  not  be  in  force  or  have  any  effect 
as  it  rektea  «a  thai'  State's  quata  of  tbe  dnract 
tax  impaaed  by  tbe  act  of  CongreBa,  paaaad  tba 
fifth  day  of  Mareh,  oaa  thousand  eight  bandred 
and  aixteen,  or  thai  shall  ba  Ikaposed  by  any  sab* 
■sequent  act  of  Ooogress ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duly 
of  the  said  board  of  principal  assessors  agaia  to 
coaveaa  in  general  meeting  on  tbe  first  Monday 
in  June  next,  at  Dover,  in  tbe  said  State,  and 
then  and  there  diligently  and  carefully  reconsider 
and  re-examine  the  several  Iiats  of  valuation  for 
tbe  direct  tax  for  the  said  State,  for  the  year  one 
thouaand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  and  tbey 
shall  have  power  to  revise,  alter,  readjoat,aod 
equalize  the  several  lists  of  valuation  aforesaid 
for  the  counties  of  the  said  State  respectivelf,  by 
adding  thereto  or  dedoedag  therefrom  auch  a 
rate  per  eeotom.  aa  ahall  render  the  valuation  of 
tba  Mid  eenftti'ea  mlalivaiy  ofaat  Aacardlufg  i* 


1868 


APPENDIX. 


1864 


FubUe  AeU  cf  Cbngrem. 


the  present  actual  readf  monejr  value  of  the  prop- 
erty asscsaed  and  contained  in  the  said  lists  of 
Taiaation ;  and  shall  thereupon  apportion  to  each 
county  in  the  said  State  a  quota  of  the  tax  hear- 
ing the  same  proportion  to  the  whole  direct  tax 
imposed  on  the  State  as  the  aggregate  Taluation 
of  each  county  bears  to  the  aggregate  raluatioa 
of  the  State;  and  the  raluation.  equalisation,  and 
apportionment^so  made  bjr  the  board  of  principal 
assessors  aforesaid,  shall  be  in  full  foree  and  op- 
eration, and  remain  unchanged,  subject  only  to 
the  exceptions  contained  in  the  first  accttoa  of 
this  act ;  and  the  said  board  of  principal  assessors 
shall,  within  twenty  days  after  their  oMeting,  as 
heieinbefore  directed,  complete  the  said  reTision, 
equalization,  and  ap[K>rtionment,  and  shall  re- 
cord the  same,  and  in  all  respects,  not  herein 
otherwise  directed,  shall  conform  to  the  prori- 
sions  contained  in  the  act  in  this  section  first 
above  recited. 
Approved,  April  26, 1816. 

An  Act  fat  the  relief  of  a  company  of  the  twentieth  brig- 
ade of  Virfinis  militiAy  commended  by  Captain 
Jonathan  Wsmsly. 

Be  it  enacUd,  ^c,  That  the  accoantiog  officers 
of  the  War  Department  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
authorized  and  directed  to  audit  and  settle  the 
claims  of  such  of  the  commissioned  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  masiciaos,  and  privates  of 
the  Virginia  miliMa,  lately  under  (he  command 
of  Captain  Jonathan  Wamsly,  while  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  as  served  a  tour  of 
duty  at  Norfollc,  and  to  allow  them,  in  the  settle- 
ment thereof,  the  amount  of  their  pay  whUe  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  which  was 
drawn  in  their  behalf  by  the  said  Captain  Wams- 
ly,  after  their  discharge  from  service,  and  not 
paid  over  to  them. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
amount  of  the  said  claims  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Approved.  April  26, 1816. 


An  Act  ton  the  relief  of  the  Saperviaoiaof  the  oouaty 
ef  CUatoB,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

Be  U  emaetwl,  fc^  That  the  commissioner  to 
be  appointed  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitkd  ''An 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  prooertjr  lost, 
captured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  wnile  ia  the 
muitary  service  of  the  United  States,  aad  for 
other  purposes,"  paased  April  ninth,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen  be,  and  he  is  hereby^ 
authorized  and  directed  to  audit  ;and  settle  the 
claim  of  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Clinton, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  for  the  destruction  ot 
the  court-house  of  the  said  county,  by  order  of 
Ckneral  Alexander  Macomb,  by  ascertaining,  or 
causing  to  be  ascertained,  the  valop  thereof,  in 
the  manner  and  form  prescribed  by  the  provi- 
sions of  the  aforesaid  act. 

Sao.  a  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
amount  thereof,,  when  so  ascertained,  shall  be 
-  '^  to  the  said  svpervisora  for  the  benefit  of  the 


county  of  Cliatoa,  one  of  nmj 
Treasury  aot  otherwiae  appcoprtaiedL 
Approved,  April  26, 1816. 

An  Act  aadtcriaina  the  paymesit 

to  Ji 
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Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  Secretary  «r  the 
Treaaury  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  aathorised  anAn- 
quired  to  pay,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasaiy 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  san  of  fire  hun- 
dred dollars,  to  Jamea  Levma,  of  Sonch  Carolina, 
or  to  his  lesal  representative,  whteh  saa  of  ire 
hundred  dollars  is  paid  to  him  ns  an  eridence  of 
the  seaae  entertained  by  Congreaa  of  his  ▼alsr 
and  good  conduct,  in  having  reca|imred,  aioae 
and  unassisted,  the  schooner  Snntee^  tofette 
with  a  mtdshipman  and  four  oenoMD  of  the  Bri- 
tish navy,  which  prisoners  were  delirered  to  the 
marahal  of  the  district  of  South  Carolina,  aad 
also.as  compenaatioB  for  the  priacMien  ao  takee. 

Approved,  April  96, 1810. 


An  Act  §ot  the  relief  of  the  widow  and 
Chariee  Dolph, 


Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Secretuy  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  u  pay 
to  the  widow  of  Charles  Dolpo,  deecttei^kte  of 
Savbrook,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  the  mm 
of  five  hundred  dollars,  for  the  use  of  herseUsad 
the  children  of  the  said  Dolph,  (who  was  kiUei 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  am 
engagement  between  a  party  of  Tolnnteers  rat^d 
in  said  town  of  Saybrook,  and  the  crew  of  a  Bri- 
tish privateer  called  the  Rover,)  in  coasiderauoa 
of  the  capture  of  fire  British  prisoners  on  that 
occasion,  which  prisoners  were  delivered  over  ta 
the  marshal  of  the  United  States  for  the  disfrjct 
of  Connecticut. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
money  herein  granted  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwiae  apDronraccdL 

Approred,  April  26, 1816. 


An  Act  to  increase  the  compensationa .-^^^ 

by  law  to  Inspectors,  MeMoreiVp  Wolghen,  tai 
GaugeiB,  employed  in  the  collection  of  tho  rannnis 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  an  addition  of  fifty  per 
cent,  upon  the  sums  allowed  aa  compensation  to 
inspectors,  or  persons  acting  aa  occnaional  iniprct 
ora,  employed  in  aid  of  the  cuatooaay  and  to  the 
measurera^  weighers,  or  gangers,  by  tlie  ac^  eo£r- 
tled  '^  An  act  to  establish  the  coapeMaiions  oif 
officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  daciea  oo 
impoats  and  tonnage,  and  for  other  paiyoaeai" 
passed  on  the  second  of  March,  one  thonanad 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  bs^  aad  the  snoae 
is  hereby,  allowed  to  the  said  iospectom,  menanr- 
era.  weighers,  or  gaogers,  to  be  asoetuined,  certi- 
fied and  paid,  under  the  regulations  pccacri'bed  in 
the  abovemeotiooed  act. 
Approved,  Ap^ ii  26, 1816. 

An  Act  fBir  the  relief  of  Young  King,  a  chief  of  tte 
Seneca  tribe  of  tnAUw^m^ 

A  i(  MooMi  fc,  That  Che  Seemnrj  for  the 
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I>epartmcBt  of  War  Iw,  «ad  ht  m  herehf ,  aoihor- 
ized  and  requiied,  to  cause  (o  be  paid  to  Yoang 
King,  a  chia  of  the  Seneca  tribe  of  Indiaos,  qaar- 
ter  yearlf,  the  sum  of  fiftv  dollars,  amonatiog  to 
the  sDm  of  two  bandred  ooUars  par  annooii  dur- 
iD|[  the  term  of  his  natural  life,  as  a  com[)en« 
satioB  for  the  brave  and  meritorionii  services 
which  he  rendered  the  United  States  in  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  and  as  a  provision  for 
tha  wound  and  disability  which  he  received  in 
the  performance  of  tliose  services. 

Sbo.  8.  Ani  ht  U  fitriher  enacM,  That  the 
said  sum  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treas- 
ury not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  26,  Idld. 


An  Act  ftuthorixxog  the  pajment  for  the  Court-Hoose 
of  Hsmilton,  in  the  SUte  of  Ohio. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  commissioner  to 
be  appointed  by  viriae  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  wnile  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  passed  the  ninth  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  and  diiected  to  audit  and 
settle  the  claim  of  the  county  of  Hamilton,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  for  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the 
county  court-house  while  occupied  by  the  troops 
of  the  United  States,  by  ascertainingf,  or  causing 
to  be  ascertained,  the  value  thereof,  m  the  man- 
ner and  form  prescribed  ty  the  aforesaid  act. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  UJurther  enacted,  That  the 
amount  thereof,  when  so  ascertained,  shall  be 
paid  to  the  propei  authority,  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  26, 1816. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  John  Crosby  and  John  Cros- 
by, junior. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc..  That  the  proper  accounting 
officers  of  the  Navy  Derartment  be,  and  they  are 
hereby, authorized  and  directed  to  audit  and  settle 
the  claim  of  John  Crosby  and  John  Crosbv,  ju- 
nior, on  account  of  the  destruction  by  fire  of  their 
store-house,  goods,  and  wharf,  in  the  town  of 
Hampden,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  to 
allow  them,  in  the  settlement  thereof,  the  value 
of  the  said  property  destroyed  as  aforesaid. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
amount  thereof,  when  so  ascertained,  shall  be 
paid  to  the  said  John  Crosby  and  John  Crosby, 
junior,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  26, 1816. 


An  Act  for  the  lelief  of  the  Presldeni  and  Directors 
of  the  Washington  Bridge  Company* 

Be  i$  enaeUd,  f  c.  That  the  commissioner  to 
be  appoioted  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United- States,  and  for 
other  porpoees,''  passed  April  ninth,  one  thou* 


sand  eight  hundred  and  sixtetn^  bey  and  he  ei 
hesebv,  authoriced  and  directed  to  audit  and  settle 
the  claim  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
Washington  Bridge  Company,  for  the  injury 
dono  to  the  southwestern  end  of  the  said  bridge 
by  order  of  the  Qovernment,oraay  of  its  author- 
ized agents,  in  August,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,!^  ascertaining^  or  causing  to 
he  ascenatsed,  the  value  thereof,  in  the  manner 
and  form  prescribed  by  the  provisions  of  the  afore- 
said act. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enaeied.  That  the 
amount  thereof,  when  so  ascertained,  shall  he 
paid  to  the  said  fxresident  and  directors,  out  of 
%ny  money  in  the.  Treasury  not  otherwise  appn^ 
Dfiated. 

Approved,  April  36, 1816. 


An  Act  making  iurther  pconsion  for  settling  daims 
to  land  m  the  Teiatoiy  of  lUuiois. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  every  person,  and  the 
legal  representatives  of  every  person,  who,  before 
the  fifth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  ana  thirteen,  seMled  on  and  improved 
any  tract  of  land  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools 
or  seminaries  of  learning,  and  who,  had  not  the 
same  been  reserved,  would  have  had  the  right  of 
pre-emption  within  the  tract  of  country  set  apart 
by  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  the  sixteenth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen,  entitled  ''An  act  contfrming  certain 
claims  to  land  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  pro- 
viding for  their  location,"  to  satisfy  the  uniocated 
claims  to  land  in  said  Territory,  shall  be,  and 
they  herebv  ate,  authorized  and  allowed,  until  the 
first  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixteen,  to  enter  the  same^  for  purchase,  witb 
the  reffister  and  receiver 'of  public  moneys  of  the 
land  office  at  Kaskaskia ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  register  and  receiver  to  enter  the  same  for 
purchase,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  and 
the  said  recited  act:  Fro/^ided^  Tfant  such  person 
or  persons  shall  not  have  entered,-  in  right  of  pre- 
emption, other  lands  in  lieu  thereof,  in  virtue  of 
the  third  section  of  an  act  to  amend  the  afore- 
said act,  passed  the  twenty«seventh  day  of  Febni- 
ary.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aud  fifteen. 

Sao.  2.  And  U  U  fmiher  enacted^  That  the 
register  and  receiver  of  public  money  shall  have 
power,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  select 
any  other  vacant  and  onaporopr iated  lands  within 
the  tract  set  apart  to  satisfy  confirmed  claims  as 
aforesaid,  in  lien  of  such  of  the  lands  formerly 
reserved  for  a  seminary  of  learning,  and  for  the 
sui^port  of  schools,  as  have  been  appropriated  in 
satisfaction  of  ancient  grants  or  confirmed  im- 
provement claims,  or  as  shall  be  entered  in- right 
of  pre-emption,  accordin^f  to  the  provisions  of  the 
preceding  section  of  this  act:  Prwrided,  That 
tho  lands  thus  to  be  selected  shall  be  taken  as 
near  adjacent  to  those  in  lien  of  which  they  are 
selected  as  an  equal  quantity  of  land  of  like  fluid- 
ity can  be  ebtaiaedf  and  shall  be  reserved  ana  ap- 
propriated for  thesame  purpose. 

Sno.  a  And  be  U  /urther  enacted,  That  tha 
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proviaioM  of  the  tcconi  Mctm  of  aa  «et  piwed 
llie  tveRtiT'Wf  estfa  day  of  Febraarf ,  oiie  Umm- 
MDd  eight  hundred  and  fiftoea,  reipcetMg  the 
Mttlers  OB  the  froetioool  ineetioos  And  qoarteraet* 
4ioBt  within  theoforetaid  reservtid  tnct,  ahail  e»- 
Itod  to  all  otheraettlcnoo  the  /Voettooal  eeeliooa 
or  qooHer  sectioM  within  Uie  Kaaboakia  diatriet. 

8».  4^  And  be  H  fiuiker  tmacM^  Thait  oil 
the  olaimi  filed  in  t^  name  of  the  ori|pMil  daioo- 
«ati^  Off  their  heira,  not  csoeediag  Ibor  h— deed 
aercii,  contained  in  a  list  transmitted  totheCoaa- 
nltaiofler  of  iheOeaetal  Lead  Office,  by  Miebacl 
Jbnea,  regiater,  aod  S.  Bond,  reeeiver  of  jMthlae 
■sooeya  of  the  land  offiee  (or  the  distriet  or  Blaa- 
kaskia,  heafing  date  the  tweatyHuath  4ay  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteea. 
be,  and  they  hereby  aoe^ooafirmed  to  the  ocifiotil 
claimants  or  their  heirs:  Pnmded.  That  the 
said  claims^  hereby  confirmed,  be,  and  they  here- 
by are,  deemed  aad  tahea  tobe  vaWaated  olaiaia, 
and  they  ahall  iiotia«By%rli«  dofcai  or  interfere 
with  locatioaaiaadein  vtituo^f  otberaathoiliKed 
olaian  oa  Jaa^  impraved  by  the  aaid  elanaaau 
or  others. 

Bao.  5.  Awd  he  U  fitrtker  maOed.  That  the 
olaittianta  whoae  doiote  afO'eoofirmeo  hnr  vinae 
of  the  Iborih  oaetiea  of  thia  act,  aad  att  athen 
iaiRTaUjr  faeUiag  eaafirtned  aaloeated  elalraalbr 
iaada  within  the  tract  reaerTed  br  the  belbre  n»^ 
Otiedl  aet  of  iheaisieoalh  day  of  April,  one  tho*- 
aaad  eigbi  httndred  and  foorieea,  be  aUoWed  umll ' 
the  Aiet  day  of  October,  oae  thooaaad  eigbi  boo** 
4fed  aiHl  etiteea,to  rci^ister  the  saaie}  auad  ibe 
aaid  elaniia  shall  be  receiirabie  io  myaieat  for 
m^lic  laoda  within  the  aaid  rdberrod  ttaei^  eon- 
IbriMibly  with  the  proviaioos  of  ihe  km.  aWe- 
naoliooed  aei|  aad  of  tbe  piaaeat  aet,  any  time 
lifior  to  tbe  fiiat  day  of  October,  one  tboaeuid 
e^bt  handred  emA  aixteen. 

fiao.  6.  il«*  be  U  fiuiker  meMed,  That  all 
peiaooa)  or  their  Isigal  reprcaeatativea^  entitled  to 
the  right  of  ]|)ie««mptioa  of  Iaada  wfthta  tlie 
boaadary  apeetf ed  ia  the  before<reeltcd  aetof  tbe 
afaiteentb  day  of  April,  one  diottsaad  eigbl  boo- 
drcd  aad  fowteeu,  which  Iaada  baire  aa«  been 
aarvseyed  under  theaoiboriiy  of  tbe  United  fiiates^ 
abaU  be,  and  iheylieTebyare^  allowed  a  farther 
time  for  making  theie^cntriea  with  tbarag iater  of 
tbe  land  dfiee,  aattl  ilie  lands  ^tipoO  wbich  they 
bav«  reapeetivtAy  fettled  And  improred  shall  be 
aarveyed  by  the  Uotted  States,  aad  oatii  the  ea- 
firatioo  of  six  moashs  oezt  thereafter. 

8co.  7.  Andhe  k  Jwrdmr  enmeim^  That  every 
pONOo,  and  the  legal  representative  of  every  per- 
Bon,  whoae  claim  to  a  tract  of  laud  within  the 
Illinois  Territory  is  eonfirmed  by  this  or  any 
Ibriaer  act,  aad  who  has  not  previously  obtaiaed  a 
patent  for  the  same  from  the  Governor  eitiier  of 
the  territorjr  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  or  of  the  la- 
diMia  Tenniory,  shall,  wheaever  his  daiu  ahail 
have  been  located  and  surveyed,  be  entitled  to  re* 
oeive  from  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Kas« 
kft^ia  a  certifieate,  autiag  that  tbe  claimant  is 
.ea^tlcd  to  receive  a  patent  for  aueh  tract  of  land 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  for  which  certificate  the 
MgiiMrshaU  receive  one  dollar;  and  whiohcer* 


tilloata  ahail  cntitio  tbepartf  toipuntbrb! 
aaid  tract,  whicb  ahall  issue  in  likaniBcr  n  ii 
provided  by  law  for  lands  porehaaiof  ^e  Da. 
ted  Butea. 
Appfovcd,  April  BB,  18ia 


Aa  Aat  providiag  flir  tbeaals  of  ^aMtdhda 
the  lower  rapida  of  Hsadndhy  bw. 

Be  eimimekd,  ^c^  That  so  aiaeb  of  ibtat 
of  land  of  two  nilea  eqaaic^  at  tht  liecr  npiik 
of  Sandusby  vivar,  aeded  by  tbe  WfiBiois,IM- 
awarea,  Bbawaaoea,  Oitawas,  Chifipim,  Pti> 
watimies,  Miamia,  Sel  River,  Wana^  Kicbfsa, 
Piaokashaws,  aad  Kaabaakms  tribBsftatea 
the  United  Statea,  by  the  Treaty  of  Gmirille^ 
of  the  third  of  August,  one  tboosaod  areo  M 
i«d  and  ninety-five,  shall.  uodertbediiNUMofib 
Surveyor  Qeneral,  be  laid  olTlnto  towD  kMi^fm 
and  avenues,  and  into  oot-lots,  in  mh  aoM, 
and  of  such  dimensions,  as  he  mav  hdeeprtpe: 
Provided,  Tbe  tract  ao  to  be  laid  ^Mma- 
oeed  the  quantity  of  land  cootaiiiediDarflAe 
aectlon,  nor  tbe  town  lots  ooe-qoartproffliffi 
each.  When  the  survey  of  the  lots  dsSkeon- 
pleted,  a  plat  thereof  shall  be  retQfiKdtftbS0> 
▼eyor  General,  on  which  the  town  iouo^  «rr- 
tors  shaft  respect! velr  bedestgnatetf  ^fnrf 
aive  numbers,  who  aball  cause  twoeopiattb 
made,  one  to  be  transmitted,  with  t  eopp^ 
field  notes,  to  the  Commissroiier  of  thOnw 
Land  Ol&ee,  and  tbe  other  to  the  itgister  of » 
land  office  at  Wooster.v  _ 

BacS.  AiateiiJw^^eiaM^.V^ 
viously  to  the  disposal  at  public  ale  of  t^ 
forementioned  tract  of  land,  thefiurrefBfWJ 
ral  shall,  and  be  is  hereby  directed  to  n^ 
and  mark  the  exterior  lines  of  the  «rdt«'»*J' 
formably  to  the  anrvey  made  ia  the  f«>f  "J 
thoasaad  eigbt  handred  aad  mwen,^^^^! 
the  act  of  the  third  of  Adaich,  one  t^^J^jj^ 
hundred  and  five,  and  also  to  eassc  dirsai" 


contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  ^^%^^^ *'^^it. 
And  in  like  manner  to  cause  tbe  I'^f  ^^^ 
ing  in  the  west  half  of  section  Tt^^^^^lT^^ 
surveyed,  and  tbe  same  to  be  (li'*^f^,t,^b. 
equal  parts:  Pnvided,  Th^h^^tui^Xmi^ 
divisional  lines,  no  inurfereoee  «i«"  ,^^  ^^ 
afifeetioff  the  selection  or  ^<^^^^Y^^ij 
be  made  under  the  direction  «  "•  ^yiihe 
of  War :  PrwidedyoUo,  That  in  ^^^^o  or 
subdivisional  lines  be  so  ran,  as  to  f*  .  ^  \^ 
embrace  the  bed  of  the  river,  wfiica  *" 


deemed,  and  is  hereby  declared  w  K   ^^^^ 

highway :  And  prooided,  fl^J'*^;  «»»«''* 
eipenate  of  resorveyiog  and  mt*?8  *"  j  ^^i- 
linea  of  the  said  oessioo,  aad  rw^^Z^L^  ^^ 
ing  the  aabdivisional  lines  of  the  ^^^,5^' 
quarter  aectioOa  lying  adjacent  to  iv^  ^^ 
not  exceed  three  dollan  for  ^^f][|[^'%irioe^ 
surveyed,  veaurveyed,  and  wariWj  / 
this  and  tbe  preoediog  seetioa.  mkitil^ 
Bso&  AauibeUJmiktrti»^^  * 
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land  eoMftiscd  within  the  aforettid  ceawoa  of 
two  milertqiiafe^  thaU,  with  the  eieeptioo  of  as 
maBf  towD  Jots  aod  outlets,  as  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Sceretary  of  the  Treaimry  nay  be  neeeaaiy 
to  reserve  for  the  support  of  sehoels  within  th^ 
same,  and  witJi  exeeptton  also  of  the  sail  springs 
and  land  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  saase.  te  of- 
fered for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder  at  Woosier,  in 
the  Slate  of  Ohip,  under  tlie  direeiiob  of  the  reg- 
ister and  reoeiver  of  the  land  oiilee,  and  on  sm 
day  or  days  as  shall;  bf  a  public  preolamatioa  of 
the  President  of  the  IJaited  Rtates»  be  designated 
for  that  purpose.  The  sale  for  the  divided  quarter 
seeiioBs,  fractional  seetioBa,  hnd  of  the  town  Ion 
and  oat4ots,  ehail  remain  open  at  Wooster  for 
seven  days,  and  no  longer.  The  divided  qaarcet- 
seetiom  and  fraettonal  eeetioos  shall  not  be  sold 
for  kss  than  two  dollars  an  aere ;  the  ia«lote  for 
less  than  twenty  dollars  eaeb|  nor  any  o«t«lM  lor 
less  than  ai  Ibe  rate  of  i«e  dollaie  per  aore ;  and 
shall,  in  every  olher  respeet,  he  sold  on  the  aawe 
terais  and  eonditioas  as  Have  been  or  may  be  pro> 
▼sled  by  law  for  the  lands  aold  north  of  tbeTifav 
Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  Kentueby  river. 
All  ifaelaad,  other  than  what  is  eieeptedas  above- 
mentioned,  remaining  unsold  ar  the  eloslog  of  the 
piMie  sales,  may  be  disposed  of  atprivate  sale  by 
the  register  of  tbe  land  offiee  at  Woosteri  agtee- 
ably  to  tbe  provisions  of  ibis  net,  and,  in  iheaaise 
manner,  uflMier  the  same  vegoMttons  and  oondi- 
lions  as  are  or  may  be  provided  bv  law  for  the 
sale  of  (be  publie  lands  of  the  Uaited  States  north 
of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above  the  mooch  of  Kea- 
taolry  river ;  and  patents  shall  be  obtained  for  all 
lands  gmnted  or  sold  within  tbe  said  oessioo,  In 
tbe  same  manner,  And  on  tbe  same  terms  as  are 
or  may  be  provicM  by  law  for  land  sold  in  the 
State  of  Ohio.  The  soperintendenis  of  the  pub* 
lie  salts  direefed  by  tbis  seetMNi,ehall  reeeJTe  fear 
dollars  eaeb  for  each  day^atlendaaeeon  tbetsaid 
sales. 
Approved,  April  96, 1816. 


An  Act  continuing  the  salariss  of  certain  offiesrs  of 

Gbvsrnment 

Be  U  enacted,  ^e^  That  the  annual  compensa- 
tions of  tbe  different  officers  enumerated  in  the 
act  passed  the  twentieth  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fuur,  entitled  ^*An 
act  continuing,  for  a  limited  time,  the  salaries  of 
the  officers  o?  Government  therein  mentioned," 
sbsU  be  continued  as  if  tbe  said  act  had  not  ex- 
pired, or  concaiaed  any  proviiion  for  limiliog  its 
continuance. 

Approved,  April  27, 1816. 


Aji  Act  f»r  tbe  paymsnl  of  the  militia^  in  tbs 

Ihsiein  mentioned. 

Beii  enaOed,  fc,  That  tbe  detachment  of  the 
militia  of  Kentucky,  under  tbe  command  of  Col. 
Dudley,  for  the  trrm  of-  six  months,  who  were 
esptured  at  Fort  Meigs,  and  paroled,  be  paid  for 
the  said  term  of  six  months ;  and  that  the  proper 
officers  of  tbe  War  Department  liquidate  and  pay 
tbeir  claims,  in  the  saoie  maaner  that  tbe 


of  the  regular  troops  of  the  United  States  would 
be  liquidated  and  paid  in  like 
ApprtMred,  April  97, 1816. 


An  Act  allewing  pay  to  certain  psmensinade  pi 
with  the  ssvenne  sattar  ^Borveyor." 

Be  ii  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  ana  he  Is  hereby,  authorized  to  set- 
tle the  accooois  for  jMy  of  the  boatswain,  gun- 
ner, cook,  and  ten  mariners,  captured  on  board  tbe 
revenue  cutter  Surveyor,  during  the  late  wtr 
with  Qreat  Britain,  up  to  the  period  of  their  fe- 
lease  and  return  from  captivity,  and  to  pay  tbe 
amount  to  them,  or  thefr  legal  represeomtivcSi 
out  of  any  moneys  in  tbe  Treasury,  not  otherwiae 
appropriated:  and*  the  Seeretar]r  of  the  Treasury 
is  hereby  authorized  to  settle  with  Samuel  Tm- 
verse,  late  master  of  the  cutter  Survey  or,  and  pay 
him  up  to  the  seventeenth  day  of  May,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Approved,  April  S7, 1916. 
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An  Asl  to  ragalate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnsgSi 

lis  U  emtcUdt  4e^  Thnt,  froaa  and  aAer  ibe 
thirtieth  day  of  iooe,  one  thousand  eight  huad- 
rad  and  sixteen,  tbe  duties  heretofore  laid  ^y  law 
on  goods,  wares,  aad  merchandise,  imported  iaio 
tbe  United  States^  shall  cease  and  determine,  mul 
tbere  shall  be  levied,  and  eolleetcd,  aod  paiil,  iIm 
several  diuaes  hereinafter  meatioaed,  that  is  io 

^#  •     • 

I^ret.  A  duty  of  seven  aad  a  half  per  centom 
ad  valorem,  on  all  dyinf  drags  and  maceriiils  §h 
composing  dyes,  net  sub^eot  to  other  rates  of  dam ; 
g|um  arable,  gam  senqgal,  saltoetre ;  jewelry,  gold, 
silver,  and  other  watches,  and  paruof  watobee; 
gold  and  silver  lace,  embroidery,  and  eprndettea  j 
precious  stones  and  peasls  of  all  kinds,  set  or  not 
set ;  Bristol  stooes  or  paste  work,  and  all  artaotae 
oompostd  wholly  or  chiefly  of  gold,  silver,  peas!, 
and  precious  stones;  aad  iaoe^  lace  veils,  ^em 
shawls,  or  shades,  of  thread  or  silk. 

BecamL  A  duty  of  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem on  gold  leaf,  aad  on  all  articles  free,  and  set 
subject  to  any  other  rate  of  duty.  i 

Tkird.  A  duty  of  tweaijr  per  centnm  ad  ealo- 
rem  on  hempen  cloth  or  sail  eloih,  (except  Run- 
siaa  and  German  linens,  Russia  and  HoUaad 
dock,)  stockioffs,  of  wool  or  cotton ;  printing 
types ;  all  articles  manufactured  from  brass,  cop- 
per, iron,  steel,  pewter,  lend,  or  tin,  or  of  wliiob 
these  materials,  or  either  of  them,  is  tbe  material 
of  chief  value;  braas  wire,  cutlery,  pins,  needWM, 
buttons,  button  moulds,  and  buckles  of  all  kinds  ;^ 
gilt,  plated,  andjapaaned  wares  of  all  kinds ;  can-' 
non,  muskets,  firearms,  and  sidcarms;  Prussian 
blue,  china*ware,  earthen-ware,  and  stone-ware^ 
porcelaio  and  glass  manufactures,  other  than  wia- 
dow  glass  and  black  glass  quart  bottles. 

f\mrlh.  A  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centnm  ad 
valorem,  on  woollen  manufactures  of  all  desonp- 
tions,or  of  which  wool  is  the  materialof  chief  value 
excepting  blankets,  woollen  rugs,  and  worsted  or 
stuff  goods,  shall  be  levied,  colwdted  aod  paid, 
irom  uftd  after  ihe  tbictiecb  day  of  June  aea^ 
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until  the  thirtieth  day  of  Jane,  one  thooMod  eight 
handred  aod  nineteeo,  and  after  that  daf ,  twencf 
per  ceDCom  on  the  said  articles;  and  on  cotton 
manufactnree  of  all  deseriptiona,  or  of  which  cot- 
ton i^  the  material  of  chief  Taloe,  and  on  cotton 
twist,  yarn  or  thread,  as  follows,  Tiz :  for  three 
years  next  ensuing  the  thirtieth  day  of  Jane  next, 
a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centom  ad  valorem ; 
and  after  the  expiration  of  the  three  years  afore- 
«aid,  a  duty  of  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem: 
Provided,  That  all  cotton  cloths,  or  cloths  of 
which  cotton  is  the  material  of  chief  value,  (ex- 
cepting nankeens,  imported  directly  from  China,) 
the  original  cost  of  which  at  the  place  whence 
imported,  with  the  addition  of  twenty  per  centum, 
if  imported  from  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope,  or  from 
places  beyond  it,  and  of  ten  per  cent,  it  imported 
from  any  other  place,  shall  oe  less  than  twenty- 
five  cents  per  square  yard,  with  such  addition,  be 
taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost  twenty -five  cents 
per  square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty 
accordingly:  Provided  aitOt  That  all  unbleached 
and  uncolored  cotton  twist,  yarn  or  thread,  the 
original  cost  of  which  shall  be  less  than  sixty 
cents  per  pound,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
have  cost  sixty  cenu  per  pound,  and  shall  be 
charged  with  dutv  accordingly ;  and  all  bleached 
or  colored  varn,  the  otiginu  cost  of  which  shall 
have  been  less  than  seventy-five  cents  per  pound, 
shall  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost  seventy- 
five  cenu  per  pound,  and  shall  be  charged  with 
duty  accordingly:  And  provided  furtheft  That 
cotton  piece  goods  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  of 
the  United  Slates  which  shaU  have  sailed  from 
the  United  States  before  the  passage  of  this  act, 
and  shall  arrive  therein  between  the  thirtieth  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen, 
and  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventeen,  the  original  cost  of  which 
cotton  piece  goods,  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
shall  have  been  less  than  twenty-five  cents  per 
square  yard,  shall  be  admitted  to  entry,  subject 
only  to  a  duly  of  thirty-three  and  a  tnird  per 
centum  on  the  cost  of  the  said  cotton  piece  goods 
in  India,  and  on  the  usual  addition  of  twenty  per 
centum  on  that  cost. 

Fifih.  A  doty  of  thirty  per  centom  ad  valorem 
on  umbrellas,  parasols,  of  whatever  materials 
made,  and  sticks  or  frames  for  umbrellas  or  ivara- 
sols ;  bonnets  and  caps  for  women,  fans,  feathers, 
ornaments  for  beau  dresses,  artificial  fiowers, 
millinery  of  all  sorts ;  hats  or  caps  of  wool,  fur, 
leather,  chip,  straw  or  silk ;  cosmetics,  washes, 
balsams,  perfumes;  painted  fioor  cloths;  mats, of 
grass  or  flags;  salad  oil,  pickles,  capers,  olives, 
mustard,  comfits  or  sweetmeats,  preserved  in  sugar 
or  brandy ;  wafers,  cabinet  wares,  and  all  manu- 
factures of  wood  i  carriages  of  all  descriptions, 
and  parts  thereof;  leather,  and  all  manufactures 
of  leather,  or  of  which  leather  is  the  material  of 
chief  value ;  saddles,  bridles,  harness ;  paper  of 
wery  description,  paste-board,  paper  hangings, 
blank  books,  parehment,  vellum ;  oritshes,  canes, 
walking  sticks,  whips ;  and  clothing  ready  made. 
And  in  all  cases  where  an  ad  valorem  duty  shall 
be  oharged,  it  shall  be  calculated  on  the  net  cost 


of  the  article  at  the  place  wheace  ia|iorted,^a- 
elusive  of  paekagcfc  eommisaoiuiodalJeiuirgaj 
with  the  usual  addition  establidiid  bj  Jiv^of 
twenty  per  cent,  on  all  mochube,  impond 
from  places  beyond  the  Cape  of  GooiHope,  ud 
often  per  centom  on  articles  impoctfiiiroD  ill 
other  places.  • 

SuAh,  The  following  datiei,  sefinll]  ud 
specifically :  on  ale.  beer,  and  porta,  ii  kAo, 
fiifieen  cents  per  gallon ;  on  ale,  beer,  ui  pona^ 
imported  otherwise  than  in  bottlei,  tea  cents  ps 
gaflon ;  on  alum,  one  doUtr  per  kudnd  veiht, 
on  almonds,  three  cenu  per  pound;  oftbliekgiii 
quart  bottles,  one  hnnared  and  fortr-fou  eeu 
per  gross;  on  boots,  one  doUti  ana  Utjtm 
per  pair;  on  bristles,  three  centt  per  poodiM 
playing  cards,  thirty  cents  per  peek;  oa  umi 
cames  and  cordage,  three  cents  per  poottf;  a 
untarred  cordage,  yarns,  twine,  |Mckdreid,u^ 
seines,  four  cents  per  pound;  on  tiUovcuiift 
three  cents  per  ponnd;  on  wax  aadspenuesi 
candies,  six  cents  per  pound ;  on  ChiAeKosii, 
six  cents  per  pound;  on  cionsmoojtwttt^'JR 
cents  per  pound;  on  cloves,  twestjlffffits 
per  pound ;  on  cheese,  nine  eenu  per  fiu^i « 
chocolate,  three  cents  per  pound;  ofleoeAnrs 
cents  per  pound ;  oa  coal,  five  ceou  petbopri 
bushel;  on  copperas,  one  dollar  pa  bn^ 
weight;  on  oopper  roos,  holts,  spikes  or  aiiis,ud 
composition  rods,  bolts,  spikes  or  naikfo««us 
per  pound ;  on  coffee,  ^ve  cents  per  poQod;  s 
cotton,  three  cents  per  pound;  on  curnflu,t^ 
cents  per  pound  ;  on  figs,  three  cents  per  pooii; 
on  fbreiffu  caught  fish,  one  foliar  per  qoinal^ 
mackerel,  one  dollar  and  fifty  ceou  per  bun; 
on  salmon,  two  dollars  per  barrel,  aod  oa  ill  <w 
pickled  fish,  one  dollar  per  btrrei;  ofi  ^ 
glass,  not  above  eight  inches  by  ten  iodtsiioi^ 
two  dollars  and  fiAy  cents  per  baaiNinre 
feet ;  on  the  same,  not  above  tea  toekesbf  tvoTt 
inches  in  size^  two  dolhirs  and  sereotf-iire  eew 
per  hundred  square  feet;  on  the  s»^"'„  „ 
ten  inches  by  twelve  inches  in  sire^^  ^*2U[: 
and 


on 

ei 
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nd  twenty-five  cenu  per  hundred  m»RJ»« 
n  glue,  five  cenu  per  pound;  on  gBBjw»JJ' 
iffht  cents  per  pound ;  on  hemft  oae  doiw » 
-ny  cenu  per  hundred  weight;  on  "»5*^ 
wire,  not  exceeding  number  ^^^r^^ 
per  pound,  and  over  number  eighceen,  mj^ 
per  pound ;  on  iron.  in.  bars  and  bol^  ««P"5 
iron  manufactured  by  roiling,  fortf-fiwcMOIg 
hundred  weight ;  on  iron  in  sheets,  row 
hoops,  two  dollars  and  fiftf  cents  per  i"*^ 
weight,  and  in  bars  or  bolu,  when  diab"^'^ 
by  roUing,  and  on  anchors,  one  ^'^^it 
cents  per  hundred  weight;  on  inlip^"'r; '  e 
per  pound;  on  lead,  in  pigs,  ban  «JJ'^^^ 
cent  per  pound;  on  shot  m»n»^!Jr.J^^^ 
two  cenu  per  pound ;  on  red  and  wwe  i»"i^ 
or  ground  in  oil,  three  centt  per  P^'Ziv  per 
one  dollar  per  pound ;  on  Okoltatetinn^    r 

gallon ;  on  nails,  three  cents  per  V^^^  Li 
megs,  sixty  cenu  per  pound;  on  P^WPj^Lj; 
cenu  per  pound ;  on  pmeaiOjUtcea^V^r,^ 
on  plunu  and  prunes,  three  cents  per  m  / 
muscatel  raisins,  mad  raisiflfs  iuj^rs^an 
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three  mdU  per  pooiid ;  oa  all  other  rueios,  two 
cents  per  poand ;  on  salt,  twenty  cents  per  bushel 
of  fifty-six  pound*  $  on  ochre,  dry,  one  eent  per 
pound,  in  oil,  one  and  a  half  cents  per  pound ;  on 
steelf  one  dollar  per  hundred  weight ;  on  segars, 
two  dollars  and  nftv  cents  per  thousand;  on  spi- 
rits, from  grain,  of  first  proof,  forty-two  cents  per 
f gallon ;  ofsecond  proof,  fortjr-fire  cents  per  gal- 
on  ;  of  third  proof,  forty-ei^t  cents  per  gallon ; 
of  fourth  proor,  fifty-two  cents  per  gallon ;  of  fiAh 
proof,  sixty  cents  per  gallon;  abore  fifth  proof, 
•eventy-fire  cents  per  gallon ;  on  spirits  from  other 
materials  than  grain,  of  first -and  second  proof, 
thirty-eight  cents  per  gallon ;  of  third  proof,  fortv- 
two  cents  per  gallon;  of  fourth  proof|^ibrty-eignt 
cents  per  gallon;  of  fifth  proof,  fifty-seren  cents 
per  gallon;  abore  fifth  proof,  sereoty  cents  per 
gallon ;  on  shoes  and  slippers  of  silk,  thirty  cents 
per  pair ;  on  shoes  and  slippers  of  leather,  twenty- 
five  cents  per  pair;  on  shoes  and  slippers  for 
children,  fifteen  cents  per  pair;  on  spikes,  two 
cents  per  pound;  on  soap,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 
on  brown  sugar,  three  cents  per  pound ;  on  white 
clayed  or  powdered  sugar,  four  cents  per  pound ; 
on  lump  sugar,  ten  cents  per  pound ;  on  loaf 
sugar  and  on  sugar  candy,  twelve  cents  per  pound ; 
on  snuff,  twelve  cents  per  pound ;  on  tallow,  one 
cent  per  pound ;  on  tea,  from  China,  in  ships  or 
Tesseis  01  the  United  States,  as  follows,  viz :  bohea, 
twelve  eents  per  pound;  souchong  and  other 
black,  twenty-five  cents  per  pound;  imperial, 

gunpowder,  and  gomee,  fifty  cents  per  pound ; 
yson  and  young  hyson,  forty  cents  per  pound ; 
hyson  skin  and  other  green,  twenty-eight  cents 
per  pound ;  on  teas,  from  any  other  place,  or  in 
any  other  ihaji  ships  or  vessels*  of  the  United 
States,  as  follows,  viz :  bohea,  fourteen  cents  per 
pound;  souchonjj^  and  other  black,  thirty-four 
cents  per  pound ;  imperial,  gunpowder,  and  gomee, 
sixty-eight  cents  per  pound;  hyson  and  young 
hyson,  fifty-six  cents  per  pound;  hyson  skin  and 
other  green,  thirty-eight  cents  per  pound ;  on 
manufactured  tobacco,  other  than  snuff  and  segars, 
ten  cents  per  pound ;  on  whiting  and  Paris  white, 
one  cent  per  pound ;  on  wine, as  follows,  viz:  on 
Madeira,  Bursondy.  Champaign,  Rhenish  and 
Tokay,  ohe  dollar  per  gallon ;  on  Sherry  and  St. 
Lucar,  sixtv  cents  per  gallon ;  on  other  wine,  not 
enumerated,  when  imported  in  bottles  or  cases, 
seventy  cents  per  gallon  ;  on  Lisbon,  Oporto,  ana 
on  other  wines  of  PoriugaLand  those  of  Sicily. 
fifty  oenta  per  ffallon;  on  Teneriffe,  Fayal,  ana 
other  wines  of  the  western  islands,  forty  cents 
per  gallon;  on  all  other  wines,  when  imported 
otherwise  than  in  cases  and  boulee,  twenty-fire 
cents  per  gallon ;  on  Russia  duck,  (not  exceeding 
fifty-two  archeens  eaeh  piec&)  two  dollars ;  on 
ravens  duck,  (not  exeeedtng  nity-two  archeens 
each  piece,)  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents ;  on 
Holland  duck,  (not  exceeding  fifty-two  archeens 
each  ]>iece,)  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents :  on  sper- 
maceti oil,  of  foreign  fishing,  twent)|r-fiye  cents 
per  gallon ;.  on  whale  and  otherfisb  oil,  of  foreign 
fishinff,  fifteen  cents  per  gallon;  and  on  olive  oil 
in  caus,  at  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon. 
Sao.  2.  Ifid  ht  it  fyrthcr  entiudf  That  the 


following  articles  shall  be  imported  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  free  of  duties;  that  is  to  say,  all  arti- 
cles imported  for  the  use  of  the  United  States; 
philosophical  apparatus,  instruments,  books,  majM, 
charts,  statues,  busts,  casts,  paintings,  drawings, 
engravings,  specimens  of  sculpture,  cabinets  qf 
coins,  ji^ema,  medals,  and  all  otaer  collections  of 
antiquities,  statuary,  modelling,  painting^drawing, 
etching,  or  engraving,  specially  imported  by  or- 
der and  for  the  use  of  any  society  incorporated 
for  philosophical  or  literary  purposes,  or  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  fine  arts,  or  by  order,  and 
for  the  use  of  any  seminary  of  learning ;  speci- 
mens in  natural  history,  mineralogy,  botany,  and 
anatomical  preparations,  models  of  machinery 
and  other  inventions,  plants,  and  trees;  wearing 
apparel  and  other  personal  baggage  in  actual  use, 
and  the  implements  or  tools  of  trade  of  persons 
arriving  in  the  United  Sutes;  regulus  of  anti- 
mony, hark  of  the  cork  tree,  unmanufactured; 
animals  imported  for  breed;  burr  stones,  un- 
wrought;  gold  coin,  silver  coin,  and  bullion; 
clay ;  unwrought  copper,  imported  in  anY.shape 
for  the  use  of  the  Mint ;  copper  and  brass,  in  [ug^ 
bars,  or  plates,  suited  to  the  sheathing  of  ships; 
old  copper  and  brass,  and  old  pewter,  fit  only  to 
be  remanufactured ;  tin,  in  pigs  or  bars ;  furs,  un- 
dressvd,  of  all  kinds;  raw  hides  and  skins;  lapis 
calamioaris;  plaster  of  Paris;  rags  of  any  kind 
of  cloth;  sulphur  or  brimstone;  barilla;  Brazil 
wood,  brazilletto,  red  wood,  camwood,  fustic,  log- 
wood, Nicaragua,  and  other  dye  woods ;  wood, 
unmanufactured,  of  any  kind;  zinc,  teutenague, 
or  spelter. 

Sac.  3,  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  an  addi- 
tion of  ten  per  centum  shall  be  made  to  the  sev- 
eral rates  ol  duties  above  specified  and  imposed, 
in  respect  to  all  goods,  wares^  and  merchandise, 
on  the  importation  of  which  in  American  or  for- 
eign vessels  a  specific  discrimination  has  not  been 
herein  ahead v  made,  which,  after  the>8aid  thir- 
tieth day  of  June,  one  thousand  eij^ht  hundred 
and  sixteen  shall  be.  imported  in  ships  or  vessels 
not  of  the  United  States:  Pnmded,  That  this 
additional  duty  shall  not  applv  to  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise  imported  in  snips  or  vessels  not 
of  the  United  States,  entitled  by  treaty,  or  by 
any  act  or  acts  of  Congress,  to  be  entered  in  the 
ports  of  the  United  States,  on  the  payment  of  th^ 
same  duties  as  are  paid  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  ieUJurther  enacted^  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  a  drawback  of  the  duties,  by  this 
act  imposed,  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
imported  into  the  •United  States,  upon  the  expor- 
tation thereof  within  the  time,  and  in  the  maur 
ner  prescribed  by  the  existing  laws,  subject  to 
the  following  provisions,  that  is  to  say :  that  there 
shall  not  be  an  allowance  of  the  drawback  of 
duties  in  the  c^se  of  goods  imported  in  foreign 
vessels  from  any  of  the  dominions,  colonies,  or 
possessions  of  any  foreign  Power,  to  and  with 
which  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  are  not 
permitted  to  go  and  trade;  that  there  shall  not 
be  an  allowance  of  the  drawback  of  duties  for 
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the  MBOUDt  of  the  aMitioatl  datm  by  tbis  *et 
ImpcMfci  on  goods  imported  in  resseh  not  of  the 
United  States;  that  there  shall  not  be  an  iJtow- 
anee  of  the  drawtwck  in  ease  of  forei^  drred  and 
pickled  fishi  «nd  other  salted  prorisions,  fish  oil, 
or  play  ins  cards;  that  there  shall  be  dedneted  and 
retained  from  the  amount  of  the  duties  on  goods 
exported,  with  the  benefit  of  drawback,  (other 
thai;  spirits,)  two  and  a  half  per  centam ;  and 
that  there  shall  be  retained  in  the  case  of  spirits 
exported  with  the  benefit  of  drawback,  two  cents 
per  gallon  opon  the  qtiantity  of  spirits,  «nd  also 
three  per  centnm  on  the  amount  of  duties  paya- 
ble on  the  ifp^rtation  thereof.  Bot,  nererthe- 
less,  the  proYislons  of  this  act  shall  not  be  deemed 
in  any  wise  to  impair  any  rights  and  priYile;^ 
which  hare  been  or  may  be  ftcqoired  by  any  tor- 
eign^  nation,  nnder  the  laws  and  treaties  of  the 
United  Btaies,  upon  the  su^ect  of  exporting 
goods  from  the  United  Btates,  with  «  benefit  of 
the  drawback  of  the  duties  payable  upon  the  im- 
portation thereof. 

8bc.  5.  And  be  UJkr&btr  eft^Oed,  That  after 
tke  thirtieth  day  of  Jane  next,  in  alt  eases  of  en- 
try of  merchandise  for  the  benefit  of  drawback, 
the  time  of  twencj  dm  shall  be  allowed  from 
the  date  of  the  entryfor  f  iving  the  exportation 
bonds  for  the  same:  Fromderf,  That  the  exporter 
•haiJ.  tn  erery  other  particular,  comply  with  the 
reguiaiions  and  formalities  heretofore  established 
for  entries  of  exportation  for  the  benefit  of  draw- 
hack. 

8x0. 6.  And  he  Ufiirthtr  enacted^  That  the  doty 
on  the  tonnage  of  vessels,  and  the  bounties,  ma- 
vances.  and  drawbacks,  in  the  case  of  exporting 
pickleo  fish,  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  case  of  American  ressels  employed  in  the 
flshedea,  and  in  the  case  of  exporting  sugar,  le- 
fined  within  the  United  States,  shall  be  and  con- 
tinue the  same  as  the  existing  law  prorides. 
ProMed  choaye^  That  this  provision  shall  not 
be  deemed  in  anywise  to  impatr  auf  rights  and 
privileges,  which  have  been,  or  may  be  acquired 
by  any  foreign  nation,  under  the  laws  and  treat- 
ies of  the  Ualted  States,  relative  to  the  duty  of 
tonnage  on  vessels. 

Sco.  7.  And  be  itfkriher  enacted,  That  the  ex- 
isting laws  shall  extend  to,  and  he  tn  force  for  the 
cotieotion  of  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  on 
ffocds,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the 
United  States;  and  for  the  recovery,  collectlod, 
distribution,  and  remission  of  all  fines,  penalties, 
and  forfeitures;  and  for  the  allowance  of  th6 
dftwbacks  and  bounties  by  this  act  authorized, 
as  folly  and  efiectoally  as  if  every  regulation,  re- 
striction, penalty,  forfeiture,  provision,  clause, 
matter,  and  thing,  rn  the  existing  laws  contained, 
had  been  inserted  in,  and  re^oacted  by  this  act. 
And  that  all  acts,  and  rarts  of  acts,  which  are 
contrary  to  tbis  act,  and  no  more,  shall  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Seo.  8.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  the 
net  passed  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  entitled  ^An  act  to  re- 
peal so  much  of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  i 
qn  the  tonnage  of  jfaips  and  vessels,  and  on  goods,  j 


wares,  awl  mtprehattdiao,  iapavted  mio  the  IM- 
ted  States,  as  imposes  a  dtserintBafk^  duty  « 
toanage 'between  foreign  veaaekaad  resseis  sf 
the  tailed  States,*'  shall  applf  and  be  in  fall 
force  as  to  the  diserimiaating  dmiescsmbissbei 
by  this  act  oa  the  toaaaga  of  foreign  vmseU,  and 
the  gtKHls,  wares,  and  oierebaiidiae  thmeia  ' 
ported. 
Approved,  AprA  97, 1S16. 


AaAotfiw  thsMlisf  of 

tessd  at  Hsiapdan,  in  the 

Be  it  enacted,  4c,  That  on  the  trial  of  any  b- 

formation,  libel,  or  other  suit  for  the  Ibrfeitoie  or 
condemnation  of  goods  and  merehaiidtse,  wiiieh 
between  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Oct(»ber,  aad  the 
thirtyofirst  day  of  December,  in  tbc  year  est 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  foorteen,  were  m- 
tered  at  Hampden,  in  the  distriet  of  ifaiae,aai 
have  been  since  seized  as  imported  or  enieni 
contrary  to  law,  all  daims  to  foriettare  aad  mo- 
demnation  be,  and  hereby  are  released^  siistflig 
from  want  of  lawfhl  authority,  to  eater  aad  de- 
liver said  goods  at  Ham  (Mien,  or  fiesi  the  tUe- 
gaUty  of  importing  the  said  goods  iam  Orriag^ 
ton,  or  depositing  them  there,  or  fioss  the  ji& 
gaht^  of  trading  between  Orrin^too  aad  Hamp- 
den, in  a  neutral  vessel  not  licensed  for  the  coast- 
ing trade.  Provided,  That  the  elaimaauef  the 
goods  and  merchandise  so  entered  as  aforewtf 
shall  pay  and  satisfy  all  the  reasonable  exprassi 
and  charges  attending  the  seizore  and  keepiag 
thereof,  and  ail  the  expenses,  costs,  and  chaigei 
of  i>rosecniing^  the  infonnations,  libeii^  and  saia 
instituted  against  the  same,  to  be  taxed  by  tbc 
court  in  which  final  jndgmenu  shall  he  readiered 
against  the  respective  clafmants;,  whether  the 
final  Judgments  shall  be  in  favor  of  the  claimants 
respectively  or  against  them. 
Approved,  April  87, 1816. 


An  AetOBfir  tfMeoauaisBians  of  dsa 
diieot  lax  and  iatemsl  daties,  ami 
eoBlinne  in  Ibsoe  ^An  ad  tether  lo 
colisctisB  of  datiss  on  laqpoita  and 

Be  if  emored;  fc,  That  the  eolleaiors  of  the 
direct  tax  and  itHernal  duties  shall  be  allowed,  ia 
lieu  of  the  commissions  allowed  by  aay  csisttag 
law,  in  each  calendar  year,  the  following  coaa- 
miasions  upon  moneys  acooanted  far  aad  peid  by 
them  into  the  Treasury,  from  aad  afiar  the  cbwiy- 
first  day  of  December,  oae  tboosaad  mgkt  boA- 
dred  and  fifteen— that  is  to  say :  Six  per  aeotuea 
upon  all  earns  oatil  tha  saane  sbaiJ  amouM  to 
forty  theusaad  dollars ;  three  per  eeataoa  opoQ  ml! 
sums  above  forty  thousaod,  aoial  tha  name  aball 
amoaat  to  one  hundred  tboaaaad  doUars ;  mn6  two 
per  centnm  ufion  all  saau  above  oae  imadfei 
thousand  dollars:  FroHded,  That  the  entiic 
amount  of  commissions  allowed  daring  such  yasr 
in  any  collection  district  shaltnot,  excioaive  d 
the  com  mission  allowed  to  the  eolleeiora  dajif- 
nated  by  the  Seoretary  of  the  Treasary  to  leseffve 
the  Usui  of  maeadaeoQ  the  prapercy  of  ncwnsi- 
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dents,  esceed  fife  thousand  'doHars:  And,  ^iro- 
irided,  That  the  said  aliowance  exceeding  fife 
thoanod  dollars  shall  be  made  only  in  the  calen- 
dar years  in  which  the  collector  shall  bnfe 
receipted  for  the  lists  of  taxes. 

Sso«S.  Amlbeiifiuik$remaeMj  Thai  all  (he 
ptof  isioiM  of  the  act  *^  to  fix  the  eotapensattons 
and  increase  the  responsibility  of  theeolkeioivof 
the  direct  tax  and  interval  duties,  and  for  ether 
pnrposeiu  connected  with  the  collection  thereof," 
paescd  tae  third  of  March,  one  thousand  cisht 
Aondred  and  fifteen,  excepting  those  contahied  in 
the  firsi  section  thereol,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  continaed  in  foree. 

Sco.  3.  And  be  iijuriher  enaeUi,  That  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  prof  ide  fortber  for  the  eel* 
lection  of  duties  on  imports  mad  tonnage,, passed 
on  the  third  day  of  March,  one  ibonsaod  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen,  be,  and  the  same  «  hereby, 
refifed  «nd  made  of  force  mntil  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  aad  no  longer. 

Approfed,  April  27, 1816. 


•«ta^ 


Hm  Abt  Inaking  appvepiktieiis  for  tspaitiiig  esitiili 
voada  theteui  SMCnbsd. 

Bib  it  tmiMdy  f  c^  That  the  sum  of  ten  tboa- 
flUnd  dollafs  be,  and  the  saa»e  is  hereby,  appropri- 
ttted,uid  payable  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Tree- 
amy  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  purpose 
of  repairing  and  keeping  in  repair  the  road  be- 
tween Columbia,  on  Duck  river,  in  the  Stale  of 
Tennessee,  and  Madisonf  ille,ni  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, by  the  Choctaw  agency ;  and  also  the  road 
between  Fort  Hawkins,  la  the  State  of  Qeergia, 
and  Fort  Sioddart ;  wider  the  direction  of  the 
Seeretsry  of  War. 

Approved,  April  27, 161)6. 


An  Act 


_  the  p«3faient  of  a  sum  of  money 
to  John  Rogers  and  otfisrs. 

Be  it  mactedy  ^.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  aad  re- 
quired to  pay,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred dollars  to  John  Rogers,  William  C.  Bur- 
dick,  Joshua  Hall,  and  Jeremiah  Chapman,  of 
New  London^  in  the  State  of  Connecticut ;  which 
money  is  paid  to  them  for  their  valor  and  good 
conduct,  in  capturing  a  midshipman  and  two  sea- 
men of  the  British  navy,  and  as  compensation 
for  the  said  prisoners. 

Approf  ed,  April  27, 1816. 

An  Act  ooafimung  the  tMM  of  csiiahi  pofdMsSM  of 
land  who  puiebasad  ftem  the  Board  of  TsMtaes^of 
the  Vtaesanaa  IhaivsnUsr* 

Be  it  enacted  fc.^  That  tbe  several  persons 
who  purchased  land  in  township  numbered  two, 
south  of  range  numbered  eleven  west,  in  tbe  dis- 
trict of  VineeBBes,  from  tbe  Board  of  Trustees 
for  the  Vincennes  University,  whieh  was  incor- 
porated by  an  act  of  the  Legislatore  of  the  Indi- 
ana Terriiorf,  entitled  ''An  act  to  incorporate  a 
University  in  the  Indknm  Territory)^ passed  the 


twenty-ninth  day  of  November,  one  tfooosand 
eight  hundred  and  six,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
confirmed  In  their  titles  in  fee  simple,  respec- 
tively. 
Approved,  April  27, 1816. 


An  Act  providuig  far  the  distribution  of  one  hmidrad 
thousand  dollars  among  the  capton  of  the  Algerine 
vessels  captured  sod  rcatored  to  the  Dsj  of  Algieis. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c*.  That  the  sum  $>{  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  isherebf, 
appropriated)  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  dis* 
trtbuted  in  (he  same  proportions  and  under  the 
9ame  regulations  as  prize-money  is  now  by  law 
directed  to  be  distribaied,  among  tbe  captors 
of  the  Alfferine  vessels,  captured  bv  the  Ameri* 
ican  squadron,  under  ine  command  of  Commo- 
dore Decatur,  and  afterwards  restored  to  tbe  Dey 
of  Algiers. 

Approved,  April  27, 1816. 


An  Act  maUag  appropnalions  lor  lebnilduig  iigfcfl- 
housas,  end  (or  ceaiplctiBg  tbe  plan  of  lighting 
them,  accoidiny  to  the  improveaeats  of  Wuislssf 
Lewi%  Cur  plaeiog  beaooas  and  baoys»  for  pressav- 
ing  Little  Gull  Islaad,  and  for  survcyii^  the  eoMt 
of  the  United  States^ 

Be  it  enacted^  fc,  That  the  aoms  hereinaft«r 
mentieoed  be,  and  tbe  same  are  hereby,  appfe- 
priated  for  the  following  purposes,  to  wit :  For 
rebuilding  the  iigbt-faouseon  Point  Jadith.  Rhode 
Island,  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  FW 
compleiing  the  fitting  up  of  all  the  iight-housea 
with  Wiaslow  Lewis's  improvements,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated  for  that 
purpose,  sixteen  tbouaand  dollars.  Fur  the  con- 
struction of  works  deemed  necessary  for  the  pre- 
servation of  Little  Quil  island,  thirty  thouMiBd 
dollars.  For  reboildiag  the  ligot^heuse  on  New 
Point  Comfort,  Virginia,  seven  thousand  dollaiB. 
For  rebuilding  the  light^house  on  Baker's  island, 
Massachusetts,  four  thousand  doUara.  For  tbe 
following  objecu,  being  the  balanees  of  former 
appropriations  for  the  same  parpoaes,  carried  to 
surplus  fund :  For  erecting  lighthouses  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  at  or  near  the  pitch 
of  Cape  Lookout,  North  Carolina,  thirty-four 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-fife  doilairs. 
For  rebuilding  a  Irght-hiMise  at  Nausfaawn  island, 
near  Tarpanira  Cove.  Massacbusetu,  two  thou- 
sand four  huadred  and  seventy-five  dollars.  For 
erecting  a  beacon  and  placing  buoys  near  the  en- 
trance of  Savannah  river,  two  thoosand  four 
handred  and  ninety-four  dollars  and  eigbty^five 
cents.  For  placing  buoys  and  be<acoos  at  or  near 
tbe  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Beverly,  Massa- 
ohtMcita.  three  hundred  and  ibrty-one  dollars  and 
Biaety-nve  cents.  For  erecting  two  lights  on 
Lake  Brie,  to  wit :  at  or  near  Bird  island,  and  on 
or  near  Presque  Isle,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  ninety  dollars.  For  placing  beacons  and 
buoys  on  Qeorgetown  bar,  and  in  Winyaw  Bay, 
South  Carolina,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars.   For  rebaikling  the  Baldhead  iight-hoaie 
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in  North  Carolina,  fifteen  thouannd  doUnn.  For 
defivfiog  the  expense  of  turrefing  the  coast  of 
the  United  StatM,  fiftr-foar  thoosaod  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty  dollars  and  fifty-seven  cents. 
For  repairing  piers  in  the  harbor  of  Newbury- 
port,  Massacbasetts,  a  sum  not  exceeding  seven 
hundred  dollars :  Provided,  That  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  site  where  such  piers  are  erected  shall  be 
first  ceded  to  the  United  States. 
Approved,  April  27, 1816. 


An  Act  to  suthorisa  the  buUdinf  of  three  Ught-hooses, 
vii :  one  on  Race  Point,  one  on  Point  Gammon, 
and  one  on  the  island  of  Petite  Manon,  in  the  State 
of  MsMachnsetts. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  as  soon  as  a  cession 
shall  be  made  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts  to 
the  United  States,  of  the  jurisdiction  over  the 
land  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  provide,  bv  contract,  to  be  approved  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  building 
three  light-houses,  viz:  one  on  Race  Point,  one 
on  Point  GammoD,  in  the  town  of  Yarmouth, 
and  one  on  the  island  called  Petite  Manoo,  near 
Naraguu^es  river,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts ; 
and  to  furnish  the  same  with  all  necessary  sup* 
plies,  and  also  to  asree  for  the  salaries  or  wages 
of  the  persons  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
President  for  the  superintendence  and  care  of 
the  same;  and  the  President  shall  be  authorized 
to  make  the  said  appointments. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the 
turn  of  eight  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid,  and  also  for  purchasing  such  lots 
of  land  as  shall  be  required  for  the  erection  of 
the  said  light-houses,  and  other  buildings  neces- 
sarily connected  therewith. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  fiaihtr  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  cause  the  light  of  Scituate  light- 
house to  be  eztinffuished,  should  the  extinguish- 
ment thereof  be  deemed  expedient  for  the  safety 
of  the  navigation  on  that  coast. 

Approved,  April  27, 1616. 


any  traet  or  traets  of  land  whiek  ouf  betanc 
forfeited  to  the  United  Stttei  for  ooofijBK 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repakd. 
Approved,  April  27, 1816. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Geoip  T.  Ba^lM  T. 
Patterson,  and  the  offieen  sad  nes  hMyodbr 
their  command. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  lo  moeh  of  tktKt 
proceeds  of  the  forfeitures  aod  penldei,  oot  ei- 
ceedin^  fifty  thousand  dollan,u  hisaeereetfii 
the  United  States  by  the  condemoatioB  taisk 
of  the  vessels  and  their  ctrgoa,  vhieb  m 
taken  near  the  island  of  Btrrttuia,ootlief(ti' 
em  coast  of  Louisiana,  on  tlie  sixteeothiiffl 
September,  one  thousand  eight  haDdrediid  foe- 
teeo,  by  a  land  and  naval  loree,aDdntliee» 
mand  of  Colonel  George  T.  Ron  tod  Cipoa 
Daniel  T.  Patterson,  and  wiiiehwereeoBdnnci 
and  sold  by  order  of  the  district  coort  of  die  Uit- 
ted  States  for  the  Orleans  district,  for  riokoi 
of  laws  of  the  United  States,  be,  ibi!  tie ao« 
are  hereby,  given  up  and  reliaqaiskediisnrof 
the  said  Qeorge  T-Ross  andDuieiT.PiaR 
son,  the  amount  of  the  said  oetpneeedsof  the 
said  sales,  not  exceed iagfiftf thaaid doliifi, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  T!reasttryMiiiAerf« 
appropriated,  to  be  distributed  somc  ^^ 
and  naval  forces  employed  in  t^^^P^^~T 
said  vessels,  in  such  proportioos,tDda^iM 
regulations,  as  the  Secretaries  of  die  Wii  an 
Navy,  with  the  approbation  of  the  PwMett 
shall  prescribe  and  determine. 

Approved,  April  27, 1816. 

An  Act  providing  for  cases  of  lost  nifiturbBJiv^ 
rants,  and  discharges  for  ftithfU  Mni» 

Be  it  enacud,  fc.,  That  when  iiir»M'o  j 
the  regular  army  having  obuiBedaailuiryaj" 
warrant  shall  have  lost,  or  «W.*««^^'* 
the  same,  or  the  said  warrant  shtll  «'*  "T  " 


An  Act  to  anthoriae  the  sale  of  lands  forfiuted  to  the 
United  Sutes,  in  the  district  of  Jefisisonville,  at 
the  lend  office  in  said  districL 

Be  U  enacted,  fc^  That  the  regiater  and  re- 
ceiver of  the  land  office  for  the  district  of  Jefier- 
sonville  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to 
expose  to  public  sale,  to  the  highest  bidder,  at  the 
land  office  aforesaid,  any  tract  or  tracts  of  land 
which  may  hereafter  become  forfeited  to  the 
United  States  for  non-payment,  under  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  are,  or  may  be,  prescribed  by 
law. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
much  of  any  former  act  of  Congress  as  requires 
the  register  and  receiver  of  the  district  aforesaid 
to  expose  to  public  sale,  at  the  court-house  of  the 
county  in  which  the  said  land  office  is  established, 


y  be  by  accident  destroyed,  ercrfsKUj?^'" 
ill,  upon  proof  thereof,  to  the  uM^l 
„j  Secretary  of  War,  be  entitled  w  i  P^^ 
like  manner  as  if  the  said  warrant  wis £««* 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  eiiaM'^^^^ 
cases  of  discharges  from  tlie  fi»»;rf^ur 
the  United  States  of  My»oWt«^jiffi 
army,  when  it  shall  ap|«ar  to  t^^fT^^ 
the  Secretary  of  War  thatacertifiett««»^ 
fur  services  has  been  omitted,  by  tiieTC^^^ 
the  discharging  officer,  by  rniBCo^^  ^^^ 
law,  or  b] 


the  Secretary  of  War  thatacertifiett««»^ 
fur  services  has  been  omitted,  by  tiieTC^^ 

arging  officer,  by  «»if  «;£^> 
bv  any  other  neglect  «r^ 

omission  shall  not  prevent  w«**n[.i^hesiJ 
rant  aad  patent  as  in  other  ctteK  a"  ^  ^ 
shall  be  pVoven,as  •foteBBid,^^^^^^ 
the  regular  armj  has  lost  his  *«»*3rv  of  Wff 
tificate  of  faithful  service,  tke  Sicrt»'y  .  ^ 
shall  cauw  such  papers  to  ^,^^^^i^\^ 
dier  of  the  regular  army  « /j^  Saci  b«J 
land  warrant  and  patent:  ^7r^i«imeBii*« 
sure  be  justified  by  the  time  of  ^^^^olm 
period  of  aervicq,  and  the  report  ^ »»" 
of  the  eorps  to  which  he  wasatt»cl»««»' 
Approved,  April  27, 1816« 
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An  Act  ibt  the  nAM  of  Thomas  Parror,  Wflliam 
Yonnf ,  William  Mooelej,  and  William  Loech. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasory  be,  ana  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and 
directed  to  settle  the  claims  of  Thomas  Farrer, 
William  Young,  William  Moseley,  and  William 
Leech,  assistant  marshals,  appointed  to  take  the 
eensas,  and  an  account  of  tne  manufactures  in 
South  Carolina,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  mud  ten,  and  to  allow  them,  in  the  settle- 
ment thereof,  such  compensation  as  may  be  ade- 
ouate  to  the  serTices  which  they  performed  in 
the  capacity  aforesaid. 

Sec,  2.  And  he  U  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
amount  thereof,  when  so  ascertained,  shall  be 
piaid  to  the  said  Thomas  Farrer,  William  Young, 
William  Moseley,  and  William  Leech,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro* 
priated. — Approved,  April  27,  1816, 


An  Act  proTiding  an  additional  compensation  to  the 
district  judge  of  the  southern  dittritt  of  New  York. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  there  be  paid  to  the 
district  judge  of  the  southern  district  of  the  State 
of  New  X  ork,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars,  for  a  compensation  for 
his  services  in  holding  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  northern  district  of  said  State. 

Approved,  April  27, 1816. 


An  Act  to  e&aUe  the  Ley  Court  of  the  eounty  of 
Alexandria  lo  lay  a  tax  mr  the  purpose  of  defray* 
ing  the  expense  of  erecting  a  jail  and  oourl-houM. 

Be  it  enacted,  ifc,  That  it  shall  and  mav  be 
lawful  for  the  levy  court  of  the  county  of  Alez- 
nndria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  raise,  by  a 
tax  upon  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  said 
county,  a  sum  sufficient  to  defray  the  exnense  of 
building  a  jail  and  court-house,  for  tne  said 
eounty,  which  sum  shall  be  appropriated  to  the 
erection  of  such  buildings  accordingly,  under  the 
direction  of  the  said  court. 

Approved,  April  27, 1816. 

An  Aet  to  authorise  ih»  aorveying  and  makiag  a  toad 
ki  the  TenilDiy  of  niaioii. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  ble,  and  he  is  hertbT,  authorized 
to  appoint  three  eommissioners,  who  shall  ex- 
plore, survey,  and  mark  in  the  most  eligible 
oottfse,  a  road  from.Shawanee  town, on  the  Ohio 
river,  to  the  United  States  saline^  and  to  Ka»- 
Imskia,  in  the  Illlaola  Territory ;  and  said  com- 
missioners shall  make  out  aeeuiate  plats  of  such 
surveys,  aecompanied  with  field  notes,  and  cer- 
tify and  transmit  the  same  to  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales,  who,  if  he  approvea  of  said 
survey,  shall  cause  the  plats  thereof  to  be  depos- 
ited in  the  office  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  said  road  shall  be  considered  ae 
established  and  accepted. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  ii  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
said  load  shall  be  opened  and  made  under  the. 


direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  such  manner  as  he  shall  direct. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
said  commisBioners  shall  each  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive three  dollars,  and  their  assistants  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cents,  for  each  and  every  day  which 
they  shall  be  necessarily  employed  in  the  explo- 
ring, surveying,  and  marking  said  road ;  and  for 
the  purpose  of  compensating  the  aforesaid  com- 
missioners and  their  assistants,  and  onenior  and 
marking  said  road,  there  shall  be,  and  hereby  is, 
appropriated  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars, 
to  ne  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  27, 1816.  ' 


An  Act  Ibr  the  relief  of  Taylor  and  McNeal,  Evans 
and  McNcal,  and  Henry  and  John  McClasater. 

Be  it  enocled^^..  That  the  proper  accounting 
officers  of  the  War  Department  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  audit  and  settle 
the  claim  of  Taylor  and  McNeal,  Bvans  and  Me- 
Neal,  and  Henry  and  John  McCleester,  for  the 
use  of  their  scows,  applied  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
temporary  bridge  over  the  basin  at  Baltimore,  in 
the  month  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  and  to  allow  them,  in  the  aet^ 
tlement  thereofj  such  compensation  as  may  be 
reasonable' and  just  for  the  use  aforesaid. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
amount  thereof,  when  so  ascertained,  shall  be 
paid  to  the  said  Taylor  and  McNeal,  Evans  and 
McNeal,  and  Henry  and  John  McCleester,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Approved,  April  27, 1816. 


An  Act  providing  ler  the  sale  of  the  tract  of  land*  at 
the  British  fort  at  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  at  the 
loot  of  the  Rapids,  and  for  odier  puipoees. 

Be  it  enacted,  fa.  That  so  much  of  the  tract 
of  land  of  twelve  miles  square,  at  the  ^  British 
fort  of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  at  the  foot  of  the 
Rapids,"  eeded  by  the  Wyandots,  Delawares^ 
Shawanoes,  Ottawas,  Ghippei 


onawanoes,  utiawas,  t^nippewas.  racawatamieei 
Miamis,  Bel  River.  Weeas,  Kickapods,  Pianka- 
shaws.  and  Kaskaskias  tribes  of  Indians,  to  the 
Unitad  States,  by  the  treaty  of  Qreenville,  of  the 
third  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-five,  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  8«r- 
veyor  Qenerml,  be  laid  off  into  town  lots,  streets, 
and  avenues,  and  into  out  lots,  in  such  manner, 
and  of  such  dimensions,  as  he  majr  judge  proper : 
Premded,  The  tract  so  to  be  laid  off  shall  not 
exceed  the  quantity  of  land  contained  in  two 
entire  sections,  nor  the  town  lots  one-quarter  of 
an  acre  each.  When  the  survey  of  the  lots  shall 
be  completed,  a  plat  thereof  shall  be  returned  to 
the  Surveyor  Gfeneral,  on  which  town  lots  and 
out  lots  shall,  respectively,  be  designated,  by  pro- 

Kesaive  numbers,  who  shall  cause  two  copies  to 
I  made,  one  to  be  transmitted,  with  a  copy  of 
the  field  notet)  to  the  Ck^mmisaioner  of  the  uen* 
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cml  Lead  OAee,  and  ihe  other  !•  ike  legjpcer  oi 
the  laod  office  at  WeotHer* 

Sec.  2.  4nci  6e  if  Jwiker  enaefdd.  That,  ^re- 
▼Musly  to  the  dUpOioi  at  puhlic  aale  of  the  bafere 
neotioned  tract  of  land*  the  Siuf efor  Qettcral 
fhall,  and  he  is  hereby  direeted*  to  reattrvey,  and 
mark  the  exterior  Uneeof  the  said  traet,  cooforoii- 
ably  to  the  survey  mkde  in  December,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fife^  hy  virtue  of  the  net 
of  the  third  of  Mareh,  one  thousand  eight  hnn* 
dred  and  five,  and  also  to  oaoae  divisional  Jiaea 
to  be  roo  through  each  section  and  fractional  aec^ 
tion  binding:  on  the  said  river,  so  that  each  subdi- 
vision may  contain,  as  neany  as  may  be,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  scree  each*  And  in  like  man- 
ner to  cause  the  **  Great  island,"  lying  at  the  foot 
of  the  rapids,  in  the  said  river,  to  be  surveyed, 
nod  by  liaee,  runoinf  north  and  eovth,  to  divide 
the  same,  as  nenrly  as  may  he,  into  sis  eqonl  parts ; 
that  ia  to  say,  that  part  of  the  said  ialnnd,  deseiiked 
in  the  anrvey  of  the  said  eessiDn,  aa  lying  in  town- 
ship nnmber  three,  in  four  parts;  and  thatjMK 
of  the  said  island  lyln^  in  toarnship  number  foor, 
into  two  parts:  FroMsdf  That  in  mnning  the 
sohdivisional  Jiues  no  interference  shall  be  made 
nffeciing  or  impairing  the  rights  of  persons  to 
whom  letters  patent  have  been  granted  for  land 
lying  within  the  limits  of  the  said  twelve  miles 
square,  nor  affecting  the  selection  or  location 
hereafter  to  be  made  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  for  military  purposes:  Pro- 
widedakOf  Thnt  in  no  case,  shall  thesubdivisiooal 
lines  he  so  run  as  to  extend  to,  or  embrane  Ihe 
bed  of  the  river,  which  shall  be  deemed,  and  is 
hereby  declared  to  be, a  public  highway:  And 
provided  oite,  That  the  whole  expense  oi  resur- 
veying  and  marking  the  exterior  lines  of  the  said 
cession  and  of  the  subdivisioaal  lines  of  the  aec- 
lions,  lyiog  adjaoent  to  the  river,  shsll  not  exceed 
three  dollars  for  every  mile  actually  surveyed, 
ro-sorveyed,  and  marked,  by  virtooof  tlHs  and  the 
precedioc  section. 

Seo.  3.  JtndbeiiJwiherenaeM,  That  all  the 
land  contained  within  the  aforesnid  cession  of 
twelve  miles  square,  not  excepted  by  virtue  of 
any  section  of  this  act,  shall,  with  the  exception 
of  number  sixteen,  which  shnll  be  reserved  ia 
each  township)  for  the  support  of  sohuohi  within 
Ihe  snme,  and  with  the  exception  nise  of  (ho  snit 
springs  and  land  reserved  for  tho  oso  of  the  sa«e^ 
be  offered  forsale  to  the  highest  bidder^  at  Woo* 
ater,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  under  the  direction  of 
the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office,  and  on 
auch  dav  or  days  as  shall,  bv  a  public  preclamn- 
lion  of  the  President  of  the  Coiled  States,  be  de- 
signated for  that  purpose.  The  sale  for  the  quar- 
ter sections,  fractional  quarter  sections,  and  of  the 
town  lots  and  out  lots,  shall  remain  open  at  Woo- 
sler,  for  seven  dnys  and  no  longer.  The  quarter 
aections,  and  fractional  quarter  sections,  shall  not 
be  sold  for  less  than  two  dollars  an  acre;, the  in 
lots  for  less  thnn  twenty  dollars  each,  nor  any 
out  lots  fur  less  than  at  the  rate  of  ftve  doilars 
per  acre ;  and  shall,  in  every  other  respect,  be  sold 
on  the  same  terms  and  conditions  as  have  been 
or  nay  be^  by  law,  provided  for  the  lands  aoM 


noHh  oi  the  Ohio  river,  mmA  abovo  the  aouih  «f 
Kentucky  river.  All  the  laadnoiber  tkmm  there- 
served  sections  and  those  excepted  as  ahuvBaBB 
tinned,  remaining  unsold  at  the  dssia^  €f€  the 
public  aales,  m|iv  be  disposed  of  ai  prime  aalc^  bf 
the  register  of  the  land  office  et  WeBew^^ree- 
ably  to  the  prorisioas  of  this  act,  and  ia^  saaae 
manner,  under  the  same  regalatioas  and  cauik- 
tions,  as  are  or  majr  be  urovided  bf  law  fa<  ^ 
sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  netih  «C 
the  Ohio  river,  and  above  the  moath  of  Keatueky 
river.  And  pateats  may  be  obtaiuedfiKall  Isadi 
granted  or  sold  within  the  said  oensiea,ia  tbi 
same  manner,  and  on  Ihe  saMiie  tenna,  aa  are  « 
may  be  provided  by  law  for  laud  seld  ia  the  Siatt 
of  Ohio.  The  superintendents  of  the  puhhesyci, 
directed  by  this  section,  shall  receive  fanr  dattui 
each,  for  each  day's  attendaaoe  oa  the  said  sik 
Approved,  April  27, 1816w 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Chaxlee  Ro«  sad  QmmA 
Breck»  surviving  ezoeuton  ofJobat  Bam^iHtami. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc..  That  the  commimmn  to 
be  appointed  by  virtue  of  aa  ect  of  Cbifros, 
passed  at  the  present  session,  eDtided  'Aa  act  to 
authorize  the  payment  for  propercf  Iatf,eaptsre«l 
or  destroyed  by  the  enemy^,  while  in  the  milicsry 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  oths  poi- 
poses,*'  be,  and  he  is  herebf^  authorized  is  indtt 
and  settle  the  claim  of  Charles  Roes  and  Ssaid 
Breck,  surviving  executors  of  John  Ross,  de- 
ceased,  by  ascertaining  or  causing  to  beascenais- 
ed,  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  ti»  afiMuaid  set, 
theamount  of  damufes  whteh  they  havevBMiaed, 
in  oonsequenoe  of  the  occopetioBy  bf  ihe  nrssyi 
of  the  United  Stales,  of  Point  Peare^  m  the  Sttte 
of  Qeorgia,  in  the  loss  of  the  rent  of  the  6iw  8^ 
tached  thereto,  the  destruetiott  of  the  heffdiigt. 
and  of  the  wood,  and  other  fuel  tbervoa. 

Sao.  U.  AmA  bo  U  Jmriker  mmeOoi,  Thai  te 
amount  Iberaof,  when  soaacertained,shafi  he  paid 
to  the  said  Char tos  Ross  aud  Baaaed  &cck^  ex* 
eeutoia  aforesaid,  out  uf  any  mooejr  ia  tba  TnoL-^ 
sury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  27,  Xfil6. 


the 
annia^sed 


MeUmmtUd^ifc.,  Thatlheaeattalamaf  two 
buadved  thooaaad  doUats^  as  appeopBiaaad  £sr  the 
ynrpoaeof  providingannsand  aailitni  y  cquipeBeBM 
tor  the  militia,  either  by  purehaae  or  aaannftc* 
tuiey  aocarding  to  the  net  of  the  twee^third  of 
April,  one  ihnuwMid  eight  hundred  and  cifht,  en* 
titled  '^An  act  making'  provisioa  /br  arming  mad 

gittippiog  the  whole  hodf  of  Ihe  aulitie  of  the 
oited  States,''  shaM  be  paid,  ler  each  year,  re- 
spectively, out  of  aay  aaoaeys  in  the  Tieasnry  act 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Sbo.  2.  AndboUfiuikeromacioAf  That  the  ana 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  asaforesaidfShail  he  appM 
for  the  purpose,  and  according  to  the  iateabse 
specified  in  said  act,  without  beiag  liable  at  my 
ttme  to  be  carried  to  the  aceouat  of  the  suiptes 
faad*   And  aethtag^  ia  the  aei  ef  tlie  thad  ef 
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Murek,  od«  tlioasaiicl  eif  bt  hoiMlrtd  Md  Mae,  ea* 
titled  *^Ad  aet  AirtlMr  to  amend  the  ttreral  acu 
for  the  establisliflaeDt  and  rti^lalioA  of  the  Tr^- 
8ury,  War,  and  Navy  Depanofteau,"  shall  beooa- 
atrued  to  aothorize  the  tiaosferring  of  the  sum 
aaoiMilly  appropriated  as  aforesaid,  or  any  portion 
thereof,  to  any  other  branch  of  expenduoie* 
Approred,  April  39,  I8ia 


An  Act  for  the  relisf  of  Mentssah  Miner  and  base 


Be  U  enacted,  ^c^  That  the  proper  accounUog 
officers  of  the  Treasury  Department  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorizcjd  and  directed  to  pay  to 
Menassah  Miner  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
three  dollars  and  seventy-four  cent%  and  to  Isaac 
Deoisoo  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-fire 
dollars  and  ninety-two  cents,  out  c^any  money  in 
tlie  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  ser- 
yices  rendered  and  expenses  incurred  by  said 
Meoassah  in  providing  for  bis  son  John  Miner, 
and  for  like  services  and  expend itorea  rendered 
and  incurred  by  Isaac  Denison  in  providing  for 
his  son  Frederick  Denison,  while  they  were  dis* 
cased  by  wounds  received  by  them  in  the  service 
of  the  Ut^ited  Slates  in  defence  of  Stoninjiton 
Point,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen. 

Approved,  April  29, 1816. 


Aa  Act  for  vedocing  the  licenses,  to  retailers  of  wines, 
spiritaoos  liquors,  and  foreign  meschaadisOi 

Be  U  enacted^  fc,  That,  from  and  after  the 
thirty-first  dav  of  December  next,  the  addiu'onal 
duties  laid  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirit- 
uous liquors  and  foreign  merchandise,  by  the 
third  section  of  the  act,  entitled  '^An  act  to  pro- 
videadditional  revenueafor  defraying  the  expenses 
of  Government  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  and  on  licen^ 
ses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquors^  and  foreign 
merchandise,  and  for  increasing  the  rates  of  post- 
age," passed  on  the  twenty-thirdday  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  shall 
cease  and  determine;  and  in  case  of  any  applica- 
tion for  a  license  to  retail,  between  the  rhtrtieth 
day  of  June  and  the  first  day  of  Janaary  nest,  a 
license  therefor  shall,  agreeably  to  the  present 
rates  of  duty,  be  granted,  to  expire  on  the  thirty- 
first  of  December  next,  on  paying  to  the  collector 
a  sum  which  shall  bear  the  same  proportion  to  the 
duty  for  a  year  by  the  existing  rates  as  the  time 
for  which  the  license  may  be  granted  shall  bear 
to  a  year;  and.  for  neglect  or  failure  to  obtain 
auch  license,  the  same  penalty  shall  be  incurred, 
to  be  recovered  in  like  manner  as  for  the  neglect 
or  failure  to  obtain  a  license  under  the  act,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers 
of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise." pahsed  on  the  second  of  August,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirteen :  FrvMed^  That 
after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  no  retailer  of 
imported  aalt  amae,  whose  aiaek  in  trade  ahall 
Bot  exceed  one  haadiad  d«llai%aliaUbo  eompeliad 


to  mke  out  a  Hoense  for  retailiag  the  same,  nor  be 
liabla  to  any  penalty  or  forfeitare  for  failing  to 
do  so. 
ApproTed,  April  39, 1816^ 


An  Act  regulating  the  currency,  within  the  United 
States,  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  Prance, 
Portagal,  and  Spsin,  and  the  ciowns  of  Franoe^  sad 
t:fe  franc  pieces. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That,  from  the  passage  of 
this  act,  and  for  three  years  (hereafter,  and  no 
longer,  the  following  gold  and  silver  coins  shall 
pass  current  as  money  within  the  United  Statei^ 
and  be  a  legal  tender  fer  the  payment  of  all  debts 
and  demands,  at  the  several  and  respective  rates 
folloWiag,  and  not  otherwise,  videlictt :  the  gold 
coins  of  Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  of  their  pres- 
ent standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents 
for  every  seventy-seven  grains,  or  eigbtv-eight 
cents  ana  eight-niaths  ^er  penny  weight;  thegold 
coins  of  FniQce,  of  their  present  standard,  at  the 
rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  every  twenty-seven 
and  a  half  grains,  or  eighty-seven  and  a  quarter 
cents  per  peony  weight ;  the  gold  coins  of  SpaiUi 
at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  every  twenty- 
eight  and  a  half  graios,  or  eighty-four  cents  per 
pennyweight;  the  crowns  of  France,  at  the  rata 
of  one  hundred  and  seventeen  cents  and  six-tenths, 
.  per  ounce,  or  one  hundred  and  ten  cents  for  each 
crown  weighing  eighteen  pennyweights  and  sev- 
enteen grains;  the  five  franc  pieces^  at  the  rate 
of  one  hundred  and  sixteeen  cents  per  ounce,  or 
ninety-three  cents  and  three  mills  tor  each  nve 
franc  piece,  weighing  sixteen  pennyweights  and 
two  grains. 

Sec.  2.  Andbe  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  assays  of  the  foregoing  gold  and  silver 
aoina,  made  earrent  by  this  aat,  ta  he  had  at  tha 
Ifot  of  the  Uaitad  States,  at  least  ooee  in  every 
year ;  and  to  make  report  of  the  vesolt  thereof  to 
Congress* 

Approved,  April  29, 1816. 


Aa  Act  fiir  tha  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy  of  the 

United  9utes. 

A  it  enacted,  fe.,  That,  for  the  gradual  ia« 
erease  of  the  Navy  of  the  Uaited  Siate8.thei 


of  ona  niilion  of  doUara  per  aaanm,  for  eighi 
yeans,  ia  herebv  appropriated,  iaalading  ihaaaai 
of  two  huadred  thooaaad  dollars,  pet  anatifflf  Ibc 
three  years,  or  the  anaxpeoiled  babaoe  thereof, 
appropriated  l^an  aet  approved  on  the  third  day 
of  Mareh,  one  thousand  eight  hiMidred  and  fifteeot 
entitled  ^Aa  not  concernftng  the  Navai  eatabt 
lishment." 

Sao.  8.  And  be  it  fuHher  enaated,  That  the 
Preatdent  of  the  United  States  be«  and  he  iehere* 
by  authorized,  to  cause  to  be  built  nine  ships,  ta 
rale  not  less  than  seve&ty*foar  gaaa  each,  aiid 
twelve  ships,  to  rate  not  less  than  focty«foor  goaa 
each,  incloding  one  eeventy-foav  and  three  forty* 
four  gua  ships^  aathorised  to  be  bailt  by  aa  aet 
beariog  date  oo  the  aaooad  day  of  Taanary,  oae 
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tboanDd  eight  haDdrcd  and  tbirtMS,  eotided 
"  An  Ml  to  inerette  the  Ne?f  of  the  United 
Stales ;"  and,  io  carrying  this  act  into  effect,  the 
President  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  aalborised, 
as  soon  as  the  timber  and  other  necessary  mate- 
riak  are  procured,  and  the  timber  properly  sea- 
soned, to  cause  the  said  ships  to  be  built  and 
equipped;  or,  if  in  his  judgment,  it  will  more 
conduce  to  the  public  interest,  he  may  cause  the 
said  ships  to  be  framed  and  remain  on  the  stocks, 
and  kept  in  the  best  state  of  preservation,  to  be 
prepared  for  service  in  the  shortest  time  practi- 
cable, when  the  public  exigency  may  require 
them. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  U  Jurthdr  enacted.  That,  for 
the  defence  of  tbe  jwrts  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  President  shall  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, authorized  to  cause  to  be  procured  the  steam 
engines,  and  all  the  imperishable  materials  neces- 
iarjr  for  building  and  equipping  three  steam  bat- 
teries, on  the  most  approved  plan,  and  best  cal- 
culated for  the  waters  m  which  they  are  to  act ; 
and  such  materials  shall  be  secured  in  the  best 
manner,  to  insure  the  completing  such  batteries 
in  the  shortest  time  practicable,  when  they,  or 
either  of  them,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President, 
may  be  required  for  the  public  service ;  and  the 
President  is  further  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
completed  and  kept  in  the  best  slate  of  preserva- 
tion, the  block  ship  now  on  the  stocks,  near  New 
Orleans. 

Sec.  4*  And  be  it  Jurih^r  enacted  That  the 
moneys  appropriated  by  this  act  shall  not  be 
transferred  to  any  other  object  of  expenditure, 
nor  shall  anv  part  thereof  be  carried  to  the  fund 
denominated  ^  the  surplus  fund." 

Approved,  April  29, 1816. 


An  Actio  establish  a  kiid  dMiiict  ia  miMiB 
north  of  the  diettiet  of 


An  Act  supplementaiT  to  an  ad  making  slterationB 
m  the  Trelwaiv  and  War  Depaitmaats,  passed  the 
eighth  day  of  Ma7»179S. 

Be  U  enacted  f  c..  That  there  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  and  with  the  ad  vice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
an  additional  Accountant  of  the  Department  of 
War,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  adjust  and  settle 
all  tbe  accounts  In  that  Department  existing 
at  the  eottclnaion  of  the  late  war  and  ai«  now 
aneettled.  In  the  execution  of  this  duty  he  shall 
conform  to  the  regulations  which  govern  the 
Accountant  of  the  War  Department  and  ahali 
feceive  the  sitme  compensation  for  his  services 
and  be  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  of  franking. 

Sic.  1^  And  be  UJwriher  enacted,  That  Ibr  de- 
fiaving  the  expenses  of  clerks  to  be  employed 
under  nis  direction,  and  for  the  payment  ^  his 
salary,  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seven  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated,  oat  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Sao.  3.  Andbeitjurther  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  for  one  year  from  the  paas- 
ing  thereof,  and  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress  tliereafler,'  and  no  longer. 

Approired,  April  S9, 1616. 


Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  ao  mneh  of  the  pubhe 
lands  of  the  United  States,  heretofoce  iaeiaded 
within  the  land  district  of  Ka»ha«kia,and  ijtag 
north  of  the  base  line  in  Illinois  Terniory,  shall 
form  a  new  land  district,  for  the  dispos^Lof  the 
said  lands,  and  for  which  purpose  a  laad  ofiee 
shall  be  established  at  Bdwmrdsville,  Miiisni 
county,  under  the  direction  of  the  register  of  ik 
land  office  and  receiver  of  pablJc  moneys  to  be  tp- 
pointed  for  that  purpose,  who  shall  rrade  at  tiit 
place,  give  security  in  the  same  maaner  and  m 
the  same  sums,  and  whose  eompensatioa,  emoia- 
ments,  duties  and  authority  shall,  in  every  respect, 
be  the  same  in  relation  to  the  lands  whick  siaij 
be  disposed  of  at  their  office,  as  are  or  may  be  by 
law  provided  in  relation  to  the  registers  w^i  n- 
ceivers  of  public  moneys  in  the  sevcfal  offieei, 
established  for  the  disposal  of  the  laads  of  (kit 
United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohia 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  Juriker  enacted,  Tksr  the 
said  lands  shall  be  disposed  of  in  the  saiae  ista- 
ner,and  on  the  same  terms  and  ccmditieBj^ss  are 
or  ma^  be  provided  bv  law  for  the  sale  of  public 
lands  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia  ;  prarided  chat 
no  tract  of  land,  excepted  from  the  sde  by  virtue 
of  any  former  act,  shall  be  sold  by  nrtoe  t^ 
this  act. 

Approved,  April  29,  1816. 

An  Act  to  inciease  the  compensation  of  the  snpeia- 
tendents  of  the  manu&clories  of  aims,  st  ^naffiiU 
and  Harper's  Fcny. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  in  additioa  to  the  pay 
and  rations,  as  at  present  fixed^  of  the  saperii- 
tendents  of  the  manufactories  of  arms,  at  Sprag- 
field  and  Harper's  Ferry,  they  shall  receive  thirtf 
dollars  per  month,  and  one  ration  per  dsy. 

Approved,  April  29, 1816. 

An  Act  anthorisinff  the  Judges  of  the  Chcaii  Csat, 
and  tbe  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Cekamha,  to 
prepare  a  code  of  juriamdence  for  the  eeii  Diritnct 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  judges  of  the  cir- 
cuit court,  and  the  attorney  of  the  District  of 
Colombia,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  aothorixcd  to 
prepare  and  di|[est  a  code  of  jaris^ndeace,  both 
civil  and  criminal,  for  the  said  I>isuioi,to  be 
hereafter  submitted  to  the  Con|^ress  of  the  United 
States^  to  be  modified,  altered^  or  adopted,  as  to 
them  shall  seem  proper. 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dottus  be,  and 
tbe  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  to  the 
said  judges  and  the  attorney  aforesaid,  as  a  eoox- 
pensation  for  their  services  in  this  respect,  oat  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 

Approved,  April  29, 1816. 

An  Act  anthoiiiing  payment  lor 
bj  private  armed 

Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  the  Secretary  of  :te 
Treaiiify  be^  and  he  is  hereby,  anthonsed  a^  re- 
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quired  to  settle  and  pay  unto  the  owoerB,  offieeri, 
and  crews  of  private  armed  vessels,  the  boonty 
allowed  bjr  law  for  the  prisoners  captured  and 
brought  into  port,  and  delivered  to  the  agent  of 
the  United  States,  captured  on  board  any  British 
vessel  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of 
the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States 
and  Grvat  Britain,  but  before  the  said  treaty  took 
effect  in  the  latitude  wherein  the  capture  was 
made;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurer  is 
hereby  authorized  to  pay  the  aforesaid  claims 
out  ot  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 
Approved,  April  29, 1816. 


An  Act  lor  settling  the  compensation  of  the  commis- 
sionen^  clerk,  and  trsnslstor  of  the  board  for  land 
daims  in  the  eastern  and  wevtem  district  for  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  now  State  of  LooisiaBa. 

Be  it  enacted,  (f€,y  That  the  proper  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury,  in  settling  the  accounts 
for  compensation  to  the  commissiooers,  the  clerk 
and  translator  of  the  board  for  adjusting  the  titles 
and  claims  to  lands  in  the  eastern  and  western 
district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now  State  of 
Louisiana,  &hali  allow  to  them,  respectively,  for 
the  time  they  were  actually  employed  in  discharge 
of  the  duties  aforesaid,  at  the  rate  of  the  following 
annual  compensation:  to  each  of  the  commission- 
ers, two  thousand  dollars;  to  the  clerk,  one  thou* 
sand  five  hundred  dollars;  and  to  the  translator, 
one  thousand  dollars;  which  allowance  shall  com- 
mence, for  the  commissioners,  clerk*  and  trans- 
lator for  the  eastern  district,  on  the  first  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  and  con- 
tinue until  the  first  day  of  Mav,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eleven,  and  for  the  commis- 
sioners, clerk,  and  translator  for  the  western  dis- 
trict, on  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eleven,  and  continue  until  the 
eleventh  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen,  and  shall  include  the  moneys  they 
mav  have  received,  or  are  entitled  to,  according 
to  the  existing  laws,  and  shall  be  in  full  fur  all 
service  rendered  by  them  in  relation  to  the  lands 
within  the  said  district. 

Approved,  April  29, 1816. 


An  Act  making  an  appnfRrlation  for  enckMnng  and 
improving  the  public  square  near  the  Capitol;  and 
to  abolish  the  office  of  Uommiasioncn  of  the  Pnbtie 
Buildinfs,  and  of  Snperintendent,  sind  ibr  the  ap- 
pointment of  one  Gemmissioaef  of  the  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
thirty  thousand  dollars  hf^  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  enclosing 
and  improving  the  public  square,  east  of  the  Capi- 
tol, which  sum  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  authorizes  the  ap- 
pointment of  three  commissioneia,  for  the  super- 
intendence of  the  public  buildings,  be,  and  the 
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same  is  hereby,  Tepealed;  and  in  lieu  of  the  said 
commissioners,  there  shall  he  appointed,  bv  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  witn  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  one  Commis- 
sioner, who  shall  hold  no  other  office  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall 
perform  all  the  duties  with  which  the  said  three 
commissioners  were  charged,  and  whose  duty  it 
shall  also  be  to  contract  fur,  and  superintend  the 
enclosing  and  improvements  of  the  public  square 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  Uoiiea 
States. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  Jwriher  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  said  Commissioner  a  sal- 
ary of  two  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  quarterly^ 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Sec.  i.  Andbe  it  further  enacUd,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  such  persons  as  may  have  been 
appointed  to  superintend  the  repairing  of  the  pub- 
lic buildings,  to  deliver  up  unto  the  Commissioner 
who  shall  be  appointed  in  virtue  of  this  act,  all 
plans,  draughts,  books,  records,  accounts,  con- 
tracts, bonds,  obligations,  securities,  and  other 
evidence  of  debt  in  their  possession,  which  belong 
to  their  offices. 

Sso.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  third  day  of  March  next,  the  office 
of  superintendent,  established  by  act  of  Congress 
of  first  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
two,  shall  cease,  and  thereafter  the  duties  of  said 
office  shall  be  performed  by  the  Commissioner  to 
be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act;  and  to  whom 
the  superintendent  shall  deliver  all  documents, 
securities,  booki,  and  papers,  relating  to  saio 
office;  and  from  and  after  the  third  day  of  Marehr 
next,  the  Commissioner  aforesaid  shall  be  vested 
with  all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties 
conferred  upon  the  superintendent  aforesaid. 

Seo.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  and  empowered,  in  repairing  the  pub- 
lic buildings  in  the  City  of  Washington,  to  make 
such  alterations  in  the  plans  thereof,  respectively, 
as  he  shall  judge  proper,  for  the  better  accommo- 
dation of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  the  various  de- 
partments of  the  Government,  or  any  of  them. 

Approved,  April  29, 1816. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  apoointmeat  of  a  aarveyor 
of  the  public  lands  in  the  Teiriioriee  of  lUinais  and 


Beit  enactedy  ^,  That  a  surveyor  of  the  landa 
of  the  United  Sutes  in  the  Territories  of  Illinois 
and  Missouri  shall  be  apppointed,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  en^ge  a  sufficient  number  of  skilful 
surveyors  as  his  deputies,  and  to  cause  so  much 
of  the  land  abovementioned  as  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  direct,  and  to  which 
the  titles  of  the  Indian  tribes  have  been  extin- 
guished, to  be  surveyed  and  divided  in  the  man- 
ner, and  to  do  and  perform  all  such  other  acts 
in  relation  to  auch  lands,  as  the  Surveyor  Qen- 
anl  ia  authoriicd  and  directed  lo  do^  in  rela- 
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tion  to  the  same,  or  the  Itnds  lyioff  northwest  of 
the  rirer  Ohio:  tod  it  shtll  also  be  the  duty  of 
the  sarreyor  to  cause  to  be  sorreyed  the  lands  in 
the  said  Territories,  the  claims  to  whieb  ha^e 
been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  eooBrmed  bv  any  act 
of  Congress,  which  hare  not  already  been  snr- 
Teyed  according  to  Isw ;  and  generally  to  do  and 
perform  all  and  singular  the  dnties  required  by 
law  to  be  performed  by  the  principal  deputy  sur- 
reyor  for  the  Territory  of  Missouri;  and  shall 
transmit  to  the  registers  of  the  land  offices  with- 
in the  said  Territories,  respeetiTely,  general  and 
fMirticalar  plats  of  all  the  lands  surreyed,  or  to  be 
surveyed,  and  shall  also  forward  copies  of  said 
plats  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Ghpneral  Land 
Office ;  fix  the  compensation  of  the  deputy  sur- 
Teyors,  chain  carriers  and  axemen:  Promded^ 
That  the  whole  expense  of  surveying  and  mark- 
ing the  lines  shall  not  exceed  three  doHan  for 
every  mile  that  shall  be  run.  surveyed,  and  marked. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  ap- 
pointed in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  be  allowed 
an  annual  compensation  of  one  thousand  dollars, 
and  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  individuals 
the  following  fees:  that  is  to  say,  for  recording 
the  surveys  executed  by  any  of  the  deputies,  at 
the  rate  of  twenty-five  cents  for  every  mile  of 
the  boundary  line  of  such  survey,  and  for  a  certi- 
fied copy  of  a  olat  of  a  survey  in  his  office  twenty- 
five  cents,  and  that  all  the  plats  of  surveys,  and 
all  other  papers  and  documents  pertaining,  or 
which  did  pertain  to  the  office  of  the  Surveyor 
General  under  the  Spanish  Qovernroent  witnin 
the  limits  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  or  to  the 
^office  of  principal  deputy  surveyor  for  said  Terri- 
torv,  or  pertaininff  to  the  office  of  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral, or  to  anv  oflSee  heretofore  established  or  au- 
thorized for  tne  purpose  of  executing  or  recording 
surveys  of  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  Territo- 
ries of  Missouri  and  Illinois,  shall  he  delivered  to 
the  surveyors  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States, 
aathorized  to  be  appointed  by  this  act;  and  any 
plat  of  surve^y  duly  certified  bv  the  said  surveyor 
shall  be  admitted  as  evidence  in  any  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States  or  Territories  thereof. 

Sio.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  so 
much  of  the  act  entitled  '*An  act  extending  the 
powers  of  the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory 
of  Louisiana,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed 
February  twenty-eighth,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six.  as  provides  for  the  appointment  of 
a  principal  ueputy  surveyor,  and  so  much  of  any 
net  of  Congress  heretofore  passed,  as  is  repugnant 
to,  or  inconsistent  with,  any  provision  of  this  act, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  April  29, 1816. 


An  Act  making  sppropiiations  for  canying  into  elfeet 
a  treaty  between  the  United  Stotes  and  the  Chen- 
kee  tribe  of  Indiansi  ooncladed  st  Washington^  on 
the  twentv<«econd  day  of  March,  one  thooaand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

BeU  enacted,  fc,  That,  for  the  purpose  of 
onrryuig  uio  aftot.  a  treaty  bMraan  thie  United 


States  and  the  Cherokee  iMXion  of  Indians,  wa- 
cloded  and  signed  at  Washinyton,  oa  ihe  twea^* 
second  day  of  March,  one  tlioixsaiM  s^t  hondR^ 
and  sixteen,  the  eom  of  rwwnty-ei^t  tbossaal 
six  hundred  dollars  be,  aod  the  same  «  herebj, 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  oec  of  may  maacf  in  cbe 
Treasury  not  otherwise  aparoj  '  * 
Approved,  April  89, 181 6w 
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An  Act  prsvidiag  ftr  the  aale  of 
State  of  Ohio,  iwmeil y  sea 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia. 

Be  U  enacted^  fc,  That  soch  part  of  the  twt 
of  land  which  was  set  apart  for  refugea  fiea 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  by  the  act  of  Ccngrea, 
passed  the  eighteenth  day  of  F^roary.  one  thoa- 
saad  eight  hundred  and  one,  eaticled  "An  act  r^ 
ulaiiog  the  grants  of  land  approprtated  fiv  i^ 
refugees  from  the  British  proTiaccs  of  dat^ 
and  Nova  Scotia,''  which  has  not  been  ioctid 
by  the  said  refugees,  shall  be  attached  tt^  lad 
made  a  part  of  the  land  district  of  Chiilieoc&f;  tod 
the  said  unlocated  land  shall  be  offered  ibr  ale  to 
the  highest  bidder,  under  ^he  direc&fla  of  the 
register  of  the  land  office  and  of  the  receiver  of 
public  moneys  for  the  said  district,  atCkiUicoc&c, 
on  such  day  as  shall,  by  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  be  designated  fa  that 
purpose ;  the  sale  shall  remaia  open  m  dayi^sad 
no  longer ;  the  lands  shall  not  be  sold  fof  ks 
than  two  dollars  an  acre,  and  shall  in  every  ocker 
respect  be  sold  in  tracts  of  the  same  sixe,  aad  oi 
the  same  terms  and  conditions  as  have  bees  or 
may  be  provided  for  lands  in  the  said  districL 
All  the  said  unlocated  land,  remaiaing  unsaid  it 
the  close  of  the  public  sales,  may  be  disposed  o( 
at  private  sale  by  the  register  of  Che  s^iiiod 
office,  in  the  same  manner,  ander  the  ssae  regu- 
lations, for  the  same  price,  and  on  the  same  tervs 
as  are  or  may  be  provided  by  law  for  the  ss/e  e( 
lands  in  the  said  district ;  and  pateocs  ska//  be 
obtained  in  the  same  manner,  and  oa  the  same 
terms,  as  for  other  public  lands  in  the  said  diauict. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  That  the 
superintendents  of  the  public  sales  directed  by  this 
act  shall  each  receive  fbnr  dollars  a  day  for  etch 
day's  attendance  on  the  said  sailes. 

Approved,  April  29, 1816. 


An  Act  aapplemental  to  the  act,  entitled  "Aa  set 
regahiliag  and  deflniag  the  datiss  of  ths  Jmigm  of 
the  Teniteiy  of  UUnoia,"  and  Sbr  vss^  sa  the 
oonits  of  the  Territory  of  Indiana  a  /oriidiGtioa  in 
chancery  cases^  arising  in  the  said  T«ntary. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc«.  That  when  a  new  eoaaty 
shall  be  established  in  the  Territery  of  Illinois, 
by  the  Legislature  thereof,  such  new  coonty  shall 
be  attached  to  the  judicial  cirenit  fwai  which  the 
largest  portion  thereof  is  ukea ;  and  it  shall  he 
the  duty  of  the  judges  allotted  to  such  circuit,  a 
pursuance  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  sapple- 
ment,  to  hold  coorts  in  soch  new  eoanty  twice  ia 
each  year,  at  such  tine  and  place  as  the  Li|idi 
tare  of  the  Territory  amy  dedgnate^ 
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Sbq.  3.  And  be  U  fmikvr  emcUd^  That  when 
asr  jydffe  in  the  said  Territory  shall  be  naabie 
4o  Aoid  the  eovrts  within  the  oireait  to  which  he 
is  ailotiefl,  by  reaeoa  of  any  disability,  it  shall  be 
die  duty  of  the  judge  allotted  to  the  circuit  near- 
eat  thereto,  to  hold  the  courts  in  soeh  circuit, 
tmdl  the  disability  of  the  judge  allotted  to  the 
circuit  shall  be  reou>ved,  or  (In  case  of  the  death 
or  resignation  of  a  judge)  until  a  soooessor  U  ap- 
poinled. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  U  furtket  enocUd,  That  the 
jadge  of  any  eirouit  within  the  said  Territory 
shalt  hare  powor  to  a{i^nt  a  clerk  to  each  court 
within  his  court,  (circuit,)  and  to  fill  any  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  death  or  resignation  of  the 
clerk. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when 
any  person  charged  infitb  felony  shall  be  com  nit- 
ted  to  prison,  in  any  county  within  the  Territory 
aforesaid,  it  shall  l>e  lawful  for  the  Gorernor  of 
the  Territory  to  issue  his  wnt^  directed  to  the 
judge  allotted  to  the  eifOQitiaiBlodhig  the  ooantv 
where  such  accused  ))erson  may  be  eommitted, 
commanding  him  to  hold  a  court  of  oyer  and  ter- 
miner, for  Sie  trial  of  the  accused ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  judge  to  whom  such  writ  is 
directed,  to  hold  the  court  at  the  court-house  of 
the  county  at  such  time  as  may  be  specified  in 
such  writ ;  and  all  process  issued,  or  proceedings 
had  before  the  writ  shall  be  issued,  shall  be  re- 
turned to  the  said  court  of  oyer  and  terminer. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  this 
act,  and  the  act  to  which  this  is  supplemental, 
shall  be  and  remain  in  force  until  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  the  Legjalature  of  the  said  Terri- 
tory, and  no  longer;  and  the  Legislature  of  the 
said  Territory  sbali  bavo  power  and  authority  to 
make  laws  in  ail  caaesi  for  the  good  government 
of  the  Territory  aforesaid,  not  repugnant  to  the 
priocijides  and  articles  of  the  ordinances,  and  to 
organiae  the  courts  of  the  said  Territory,  and 
prescribe  the  times  and  places  of  their  session. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  the 
Qeneral  Court  of  the  Territory  of  Indiana  be,  and 
it  is  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to  ezer^. 
cise  chancery  powers  as  well  as  a  common  law 

i'urisdiction,  under  sach  regulations  as  the  Legis- 
ftture  of  said  Territory  may  prescribe. 
Approved,  April  29, 18ia. 


lative  council  by  the  said  recited  act:  and  in  eaaa 
of  vacancy  of  a  member  of  the  legislative  coon- 
cil,  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  the  Governor  of 
the  Territory  shall  issue  a  writ  to  the  county  to 
elect  another  person  to  serve  the  residue  oi  the 
term. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  so 
much  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  said  recited  aoi 
as  requirea  the  Geaecal  Assembly  of  said  Terri- 
tory to  meet  once  in  each  year  be  repealed,  and 
the  said  Qeneral  Assembly  shall  meat  onee  ia 
every  other  year  at  St.  Louis,  and  such  meeting 
shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  December^  un- 
less they  shall  by  law  app^Dt  &  diifierent  day: 
Provided^  That  the  Governor  for  the  time  being 
shall  have  aothority  by  proclamation  to  convene 
the  Qenetai  Aasanbly  wheaever  he  shali  deem 
the  interest  of  the  Territory  may  require  it. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  JurOier  enacted,  That  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  said  Territory  shall  b^ 
and  are  hereby,  authorized  to  require  the  judges 
of  the  superior  court  of  the  said  Tertitorv  to  hold 
superior  and  circuit  courts,  to  appoint  the  times 
and  places  of  holding  the  same,  and  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  the  General  Assembly 
may  in  that  behalf  prescribe:  the  circuit  courts 
shall  be  composed  of  one  of  the  said  judges,  and 
shall  have  jurisdiction  in  all  criminal  cases,  and 
exclusive  original  Jurisdiction  in  ail  those  Which 
are  capital,  and  onj^inal  jurisdiction  in  all  civil 
cases  of  the  value  ofona  hundred  dollars,  and  the 
superior  and  circuit  courts  shall  possess  and  exer- 
cise chancery  powers  as  well  as  common  law  jik* 
risdiction  in  all  civil  cases :  Provided,  That  there 
shall  be  an  appeal  in  matters  of  law  and  equity, 
in  all  cases,  from  the  circuit  courts  to  the  superior 
court  of  the  said  Territory. 

Sco.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  such 
part  of  the  saidTecited  acts  as  is  repugnant  to,  or 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  April  29, 1816. 
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An  Act  to  siter  certain  parts  of  the  act  proTiding  for 
the  government  of  tna  Territory  of  Missouri. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc,^  That  the  electors  of  the 
Territory  of  Missouri,  entitled  to  vote  for  mem- 
bers of  tne  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, at  the  time  of  electing  the  representatives 
to  the  General  Assembly,  shall  in  each  county  in 
said  Territory  elect  one  member  of  the  legislative 
council  to  eene  for  two  years  and  no  longer, 
qualified  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  fifth 
section  of  the  **Act  providing  for  the  ffovernment 
of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  passed  June  fourth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  a  ma- 
jority of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum,  and  shall  pos- 
aeaa  tho  fame  powarf  as  are  granted  to  the  logia- 


*■* 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  WiHiam  Crawford,  Frederick 
Bate%  William  Gmaid*  and  Thomas  B.  Rob- 
ertson. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c  That  the  proper  aecoant- 
ing  officers  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they  are 
hereby^  authorized  and  required  to  allow  and  par 
to  WtUiam  Crawford,  commissioner  of  laaa 
claims  east  of  Pearl  river,  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  for  carrying  his  report  upon  land 
claims  to  the  General  Land  Office,  at  the  city  of 
Washington* 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  allow  and 
pay  to  Frederick  Bates,  recorder  of  land  titles  for 
the  Territory  of  Missouri,  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  for  carrying  his  report  upon  land 
claims  to  the  General  Land  Office,  at  the  city  of 
Washington. 

Seg.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  allow  and 
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pay  to  WiUiam  Gtmrd,  eomraissioaer  of  laod 
claims  for  the  western  district  of  the  State  of 
Loairiana,  and  to  Thomas  Boiling  Robertson, 
com niiKSJ oner  of  land  claims  for  the  eastern  dis- 
trict of  Louisiana,  the  som  of  fire  hundred  dol- 
lars each,  for  carrying  the  reports  upon  land 
claims  to  the  General  Land  Office,  at  the  city  of 
Wa»hin](ton. 

8£c.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  sum 
not  eieeeding  two  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the 
aaroe  is  hereby,  appropriated,  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  29, 1816. 


An  Act  to  iademniOr  Jabaa  Mowiy  sad  ocben. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  upon  the  payment  by 
3%btz  Mowry,  John  W.  C.  Bsxter,  Samuel 
Wheeler.  Jonathan  Bartlett,  Josiah  Dana,  and 
Aaron  Hayden,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  of 
certain  bonds  now  in  suit  in  the  district  court  of 
Maine,  given  by  them  to  the  United  States,  for 
duties  on  goods  imported  into  the  district  of  Pas- 
samaqooddy,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  siztv*five 
thousand  five  hundred  and  eight  dollars  and  sev- 
enteen cents,  which  bonds,  on  the  capture  of 
Eastport,  on  the  eleventh  day  of  July,  one  thou- 
aand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  iell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  and  were  afterwards,  by  the 
Tice  admiralty  court  of  Nova  Scotia,  decreed  for- 
feit, and  the  amount  thereof  ordered  to  be  distri- 
buted among  the  cantors,  and  attachments  issued 
against  the  principals  and  sureties  in  said  bonds, 
to  compel  the  payment  thereof,  the  United  States 
will  indemnify  the  principals  and  sureties  in  said 
bonds,  and  save  tbeiu  harmless  against  the  loss 
thereof,  and  for  the  expenses  already  incurred  by 
them  in  consequence  or  said  loss;  which  expenses 
shall  be  ascertained  by  the  accounting  officers  of 
the  Treasury,  and  paid  out  of  any  moneys  therein, 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  29, 1810. 

An  Act  far  the  relief  of  John  Holkar,  formally  Consul 
Qeneml  of  France^  to  ttie  United  Sutas. 

Be  it  ena^ed,  #c.,  That  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Trea^ury  Department  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  authorized  and  directed  to  settle  the  account 
of  John  Holkarj  formerly  Consul  General  of 
France  to  the  United  States,  for  thirty-seven  loan- 
office  certificates,  amounting  to  twenty-one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  dollars  nominal,  that  is  to 
say;  three  hundred  dollars  thereof  issued  from 
the  loan  office  of  New  Hampshire ;  seven  thous- 
and nine  hundred  dollars  thereof  issued  from  the 
loan  office  of  Massachusetts ;  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars thereof  issued  from  the  loan  office  of  Rhode 
Island;  twelve  hundred  dollars  thereof  issued  from 
the  loan  i  ffice  of  New  Tork ;  and  eleven  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  thereof  issued  from  the  loan 
office  of  Georgia;  all  of  which  had  been  signed 
by  Francis  Ho|)kiosoo,  Treasurer  of  Loans,  and 
countersigned  by  the  loan  officers  of  the  States 
fcspeeiively,  and  which  were  destroyed  by  fire 


»o  the  consulate  office  at  Philadelphia  oa  the  «t- 
ond  day  of  January,  in  the  year  oae  ihoeaal 
seven  hundred  and  eighty  ;  aod  that  rhe  specie 
value  thereof,  being  fire  ifaoaaaDd  m^i  hoadrcd 
and  three  dollars,  thirty-fiTe  Dioetieiks^  be  paiij 
with  interest  thereon,  at  six  per  ccnt^  frao  the 
third  day  of  July,  one  thoosand  sercn  hnind 
and  seventy-eight,  being  the  mean  data  of  isirr- 
eat  on  the  same,  aa  examined  aad  slated  is  \ke 
office  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasary,  oa  the  tw» 
ly-fifth  day  of  October,  one  thoosand  seven  bos^ 
red  and  ninety-four,  to  the  said  John  Holkar,  sst 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  im- 
propriated, upon  the  said  John  Holkar  givii*  t 
bond  of  indemnity,  to  the  satisfaction  of  ih 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Utited 
States. 
Approved,  April  29, 1816. 
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An  Act  Ibr  the  confinsstion  ol 
in  the  westera  dirtiict  of  the 
in  the  Terriloiy  of  Misaoori. 

Whereas,  by  the  eighth  section  of  ik  set  of 
third  March,  one  thousand  eight  fcaatfrvd  and 
seven,  it  is  required  that  the  eommisaoaen  for 
ascertaining  and  adjuatia^  the  titles  aai  eliion 
to  land  in  the  then  Territories  of  Ofknt  tad 
Louisiana,  should  arrange  their  reports  iats  t^iee 
general  classes,  the  second  of  ivhich  clanes  ^hooM 
contain  claims  which,  though  not  embraced  bf 
the  provisions  of  the  aeveral  nets  of  Cosgrex, 
ought  nevertheless,  in  the  opinion  of  the  coai9ii> 
sioners,  to  be  confirmed,  in  conformity  wftb  tbe 
laws,  usages,  and  cnstoms  of  the  8paai5b  Qov- 
ernment:  And  whereas  the  commissiosers,  io  aad 
for  the  western  district  of  the  State  of  LooMaa. 
formerly  Territory  of  Orlesna,  in  their  severa/  re^ 
porta  ot  the  sixteenth  of  October,  one  ihoasand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  fourth  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelrc^  atptb  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aod  ihirreea, 
sixth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  haadied  and 
fifteen,  first  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  bandred 
and  fifteen,  and  fourth  of  May,  one  thoosand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen,  hare  formed   this  second 
class,  recommending  the  elaima  whieh  it  em- 
braces for  confirmation,  and  hare  designated  the 
same  by  letter  B,  and  the  register  of  the  land 
office  and  receiver  of  pMablic  moneys^  acting  as 
commissioners  for  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims 
to  land  in  the  said  district,  in  their  report,  d^tcd 
the  thirtieth  da  v  of  December,  one  tbouaaod  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen,  under  the  act  gi rrag  forrber 
time  for  registering  claims  to  land  ia  the  vesterii 
district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans^  passed  the 
tenth  day  of  March,  one  thoosaad  eight  bandred 
and  twelve,  the  "Act  giving  farther  time  for  re- 
gistering claims  to  land  in  the  emslera  and  west- 
ern districts  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,"  passed 
the  twenty-seventh  day  of  February,  one  thoosand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  and  the  act  of  t^ 
twelfth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hoodivd 
and  fourteen,  have  arnnged  the  claims  into  ike 
following  classes,  to  wit^  one,  two,  three.  /««r, 
five,  alx^  ae veo,  eight,  nine^  ten,  eleren :  Thcreibie, 
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Be  a  enaetedj  ^  Tint  the  tMrnm  markad  B 
and  deseribed  in  the  Aevenl  clanes  in  the  nboTe- 
mentioned  reports  of  the  commiMtonera  for  the 
western  district  of  the  Stmte  of  Loaisinnn,  for- 
merly Territory  of  Orleans,  nod  recommended  by 
them  for  confirmation,  be,  and  the  same  are  here- 
by, confirmed :  Provided,  neeertheUee^  That  un- 
der no  one  claim  shall  any  person  or  persons  be 
entitled,  under  this  act,  to  more  thaii  the  quantity 
contained  in  t  league  square* 

Sao.  2.  And  be  it  pniher  enacied^  That  all 
claims  embraced  in  the  reports  of  the  recorder  of 
land  titles,  acting  as  commissioner  for  aseeriain- 
ing  and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in 
the  Territory  of  Missouri,  dated  NoTember  first, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  and  Feb- 
ruary second,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixteen,  where  the  decision  of  the  said  commis- 
sioner is  in  favor  of  the  claimants,  shall  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby, confirmed,  to  wit:  confirma- 
tions of  vilisge  claims,  under  toe  act  of  Congress 
of  the  thirteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eisht 
hundred  and  twelve;  grants  of  the  late  board  of 
commissioners,  appoioced  for  ascertaining  and 
adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Mixsouri,  extended  by  virtue  of  the  fourth 
section  of  the  act  of  the  third  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirteen ;  grants  and  con- 
firmations under  the  several  acts  of  Congress, 
commencing  with  the  act  of  the  thirteenth  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  ii^rlher  enacUd,  That  in 
all  cajies  not  provided  for  by  law  for  patent  certi- 
ficates to  issue^  every  person,  and  the  legal  repre- 
sentative of  every  person,  whose  claim  to  a  tract 
of  land  is  confirmed  bv  this  or  any  former  act, 
and  who  has  not  already  obtained  a  patent  certi- 
ficate for  the  same,  shall,  whenever  his  claim  shall 
have  been  ioctted  and  surveyed  according  to  law. 
be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  r^bter  of  the  land 
office  at  Opeloosas,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  or 
from  the  recorder  of  land  titles  in  the  Territorjr  of 
Missouri,  as  the  case  may  be,  a  certificate,  stating 
that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  such 
tract  of  land,  by  virtue  of  this  act ;  for  which  cer- 
tificate the  officer  issuing  the  same  shall  receive 
one  dollar,  and  the  certificate  shall  entitle  the 
party  to  a  patent  for  the  tract  of  land,  which  shall 
issue  in  lixe  manner  as  is  provided  bv  law  for 

§  stents  to  issue  for  lands  purchased  of  the  United 
(tales. 
Approved,  April  29, 1816. 


■!■■«».. 


An  Act  msking  sppropristions  Ibr  the  sopporl  of  the 
Militwry  EsUblishoMnt  of  the  United  Stales,  fixr  the 
year  one  thonsand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Be  it  enactedj  <f  c,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hund- 
red and  sixteen,  for  the  Indian  department,  fur 
fortifications,  for  the  expenses  of  the  public  build- 
ings at  West  Point,  and  for  the  purchase  of  maps, 
plans,  books,  and  instruments^  for  the  Military 
Academy  at  said  place,  the  following  sums  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively  appropri- 


ated, that  is  to  tay :  For  the  pay  of  the  Amy  of 
the  tJniied  States,  one  million  one  hundred  moo* 
ty-six  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-six  dot-. 
lars.  For  aubeisteaee,  one  million  forty-thrtta 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars* 
For  forage  for  ofikers,  twentv-five  thousand  aic 
hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars.  For  boaociee 
and  premiums,  fiftv-eix  thousand  dollars.  For 
clothing,  three  hundred  and  fift^  thousand  doP. 
lars.  For  the  medical  and  hospital  depariiiMaC» 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  For  the  quartet^ 
master's  department,  three  hundred  and  fifty:  thou- 
sand dollars.  For  fortifications,  eight  huodret 
and  thirty«eight  thousand  dollars.  For  contin* 
geaoies,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollara. 
For  the  Indian  department,  two  hundred  thoo»>. 
and  dollars.  For  the  purchase  of  horses  for  tbm 
artillery,  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Fur  the  purehas*. 
of  map,  plans,  books,  and  instruments,  for  the 
War  Office,  twenty-five  hundred  dollars.  For 
the  erection  of  buildings  at  West  Point,  inoludion 
arrearages,  t>ne  hundred  fifteen  thouAUd  eight 
hundred  dollars.  For  the  purchase  of  maps,  plsns^ 
books,  and  instruments,  for  the  Military  Academy, 
twenty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy* 
one  dollars.  For  defraying  the  expenses  incurred 
by  calling  out  the  militia  during  the  late  war,  ia 
addition  to  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated  by 
law  to  that  object,  one  million  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  For  the  payment  of  dam- 
ages sustained  bv  the  ehipi  and  vessels  sunk  at 
the  entrance  of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  to  preveol 
the  ships  of  the  eaemy  from  passing  the  tort  and 
entering  the  harbor,  fineen  thousand  one  hundred 
eighty-eight  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  being  pari 
of  the  amount  of  an  appropriation  of  two  hundp 
red  fifty  thousand  dollars,  heretofore  om^j  ^oA 
by  the  Prcetdent  of  the  United  Stales  transMied 
to  other  objects. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  UJmiher  enaOedt  That  the 
several  sums  specifically  appropriated  by  this  ael| 
shall  be  paid  out  of  any  meneya  in  Che  Trcasurf 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  29, 1816. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  mottsf 
to  Joseph  Stewart,  and  others. 

Be  ii  enacted,  fc^  That  the  Secretary  of  tha 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  pay  to  Joseph  Stewart,  and  his  asso- 
cistes,  of  Uorchester  county,  in  the  State  of  Ma- 
ryland, or  to  their  legal  representatives,  the  sua 
of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars,  out  of  anj* 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated ;  which  money  is  paid  to  them  for  their  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  in  capturing,  during  the 
late  war.  a  tender  belonging  to  the  Dauntlesi^ 
British  ship-of-war,  and  taking  eighteen  prison- 
ers, to  wit:  one  lieutenant,  one  midshipman,  thir* 
leen  seamen,  and  three  marines,  and  as  compen- 
sation for  the  prisoners  so  taken. 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  anf 
claim  which  the  United  States  may  have  to  the 
said  captured  vessel  and  property  shall  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  released  to  the  said  captors. 
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ape.  9L  And  te  iifiafih$r  emekd^  Tiiac  iIm 
Beeratary  of  the  TreiMwy  be,  anil  bt  is  herebf , 
Mtboriied  and  required  to  pejr,  o«t  of  lAf  meoejr 
itt  the  Tretsmy  boc  ocberwiee  ftppropfwied,  the 
0UA  office  buodred  dollm^  eqwl  proportJODe^ 
te  Mttt^ew  Gv7  and  loho  Woodwmrd,  <»  Prioee 
WillitBi  couttty,  in  Virg^eie,  sod  Samiie]  JeM»i« 
aon  «Dd  Wilfred  Driiiy,  of  8t  Itftry'e  ooontVy » 
ttarylftad,  or  to  tbek  leftl  repreeetttetives ;  wbieb 
ie  piid  to  them  it  an  evideooe  of  the  Bene  enter* 
taraed  of  their  mlor  end  good  conduct  in  enptup- 
ing  a  boat  belonging  to  the  enemy,  ia  Clement'e 
bay,  in  Potomae  river,  in  Deeember,  oneihoasand 
dght  hundred  and  fourteen  $  maloag  pntoners  of 
the  erew,  ooneisiiog  of  a  laidehipman  and  four 
aeamen,  with  their  arma;  aad  aiao  aa  oooapenaa- 
ties  ft>r  the  pnsonera  ao  taken  and  delivwed  to 
the  proper  offieeie  of  the  United  Statee. 

Approved,  April !»,  laie. 


j|ja  Act  eoneaming  paa^empllan  righia  given  in  the 
nurohaae  ef  landa  to  certain  aattlera  in  the  State  of 
*irTi\r*uri  and  in  the  Tarntoiiae  of  IfiaKmri  and 

BtUeneneitd^  fe^  That  nny  pevon,  and  the 
legal  repreaentntivea  of  any  pemon,  entitled  to  a 

fieftrinoe  in  beeominf  the  naeehaaer,  from  the 
nited  Stataa,  of  a  tract  of  land  at  piirate  aaU, 
in  the  Biate  of  Louiaiana,  and  in  the  Teiritories 
of  Bfiaaoari  nnd  lUinoia,  neonrding  to  the  preri- 
aiona  of  the  act,  entitled  ^'An  net  giving  the  right 
of  pre-emption,  in  the  porchane  of  Iaods,to  certain 
aettlera  in  the  UUnoie  TerrUory,**  paaaad  Febnn 
if y  fifth,  one  tbouawid  eight  hmidred  and  thir- 
teen, nnd  tho  ifth  aeetion  of  tlM  "Aet  for  the 
innl  adjuatment  ef  Inud  tttlea  in  the  Stnte  of  Lou- 
jaiaaa.  and  Tenhory  of  Miaaonri,''  paaaed  April 
twelftn,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen* 
mlM)  ia  aettied  on  a  fraction  of  a  aeetion  or  frac- 
tional qunrtar  eectloni  containing  kee  than  one 
bundled  and  sixty  aoree,  shall  have  the  privilege 
of  purchasing  one  or  more  adjotpnag  fmctionnl 
quarter-sections^  or  the  adjoining  qoaner  aeetion, 
including  their  improvements,  or  the  fraction  im- 
proved by  them,  at  their  option;  and  the  pcovl-* 
slons  of  the  said  recited  acta  are  hereby  made  ap- 
plicable to  them.  80  far  as  they  are  consistent  with 
the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec,  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  in 
^ases  where  two  or  more  persons,  en  tided  to  the 
tight  of  pre-emption,  shall  be  settled  upon  one 
quarter  or  fractiooal  quarter  section  of  land,  each 
person  shall  be  authorized  to  jpurchase  one  or 
more  quarter  sectious,  or  fractional  quarter  sec- 
tions, of  the  section  or  fractional  section  of  land 
upon  which  tbe|r  tre  so  settled ;  and  the  section 
or  fractional  section  upon  which  such  persons  are 
settled  shall  be  equally  divided  between  them,  in 
such  manner  as  the  register  and  receiver,  within 
whose  district  the  land  lies,  shall  determine  and 
direct,  so  as  to  secure,  as  far  as  may  he  practica- 
ble, to  every  such  person  their  improvements  re- 
spectivelyj  and  where  the  improvement  of  such 
person  'shall  be  upon  two  or  more  quarter  sec-  I 
tions,  such  person  shall  be  entitled  to  purchase  h 
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An  Act  declaring  the  oaasentofCaspfiiitebor 
the  State  of  South  GtiDliBi.  tolhiiinibCtf^ 
Coancfl  of  Charieston  to  nnpoie  tad tAAxk^ 
on  the  toanage  of  vewali  ftoai  fadiB  parti;alii 
acts  of  the  State  of  Georgis,  sathasiii^iii^ 
sition  aad  ooUeetkm  ef  s  dalf  as  tliiioM|»rf 
ytmOB  m  the  peiei  ef  SaMBish  iai  It  Uttft, 

Be  it  enacted^  fe.,  That  the  eootnt  of  C«- 

Sess  be,  and  is  hereby,  granted  tstf  deehrds 
e  operation  of  any  aet  of  the  Geood  Asfa* 
bly  of  the  State  of  Bkiuth  Gardtos,  dov  it  ex- 
istence, or  which  may  hereafter  he|KBed,»(ir 
as  the  same  extends,  or  nay  extend,  lonrboriK 
the  City  Council  of  Charleston,  to  iopoe  u^ 
levy  a  duty,  not  exceediogten  eeotipi^ha^a 
all  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  Sates,  ftid 
shall  arrive  and  be  entered  in  the  port  of  Cy» 
ton,  from  any  foreign  port  or  pMee,fbrtbe|«i' 
pose  of  providing  a  fbod  &r  the  tcopowjm 
and  maintenance  of  stok  or  diablfdattaiB 
the  marine  hospital  of  the  said  port  i(Cbil» 
too. 

Sec. 2.  And  be  it  Jwlker  enaOtd.'bii ^ 
collector  of  the  port  of  Charleston  w,nl^ 
hereby,  authorized  to  collect  the  dotief  isf« 
or  authorized  to  be  imposed  bf  tkiiKtMU 
pay  the  same  to  such  parsons  as  shttt  bcnw 
ized  to  receive  the  same  by  the  Citf  C«««» 
Charleston.  ^   . 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  firiher  enadA  Tkii* 
consent  of  Congress  be,  and  is  heitbf,gnaM 
and  declared  to  the  operation  of  lof  let /  * 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Owrpvj'' 
in  existence,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  y»i" 
fiir  as  the  same  extends,  or  nay eiteoi,  »«■ 
thorize  the  levying  and  collecting  itomr^^ 
not  exceeding  two  cents  per  ton  «P"2?J 
vessels,  and  lour  cents  per  ton  "P^.^^ 
foreign  ports,  arriving  at  and  eateria^wrP 
of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's,  for  «hepwij«  « 
providing  a  fund  fbr  the  paymeetof  OttUv^ 
the  harbor  master  and  health  ofieer  of  w 
ports  respectively:  Primded^themcws^ 
not  contain  provisions  ioconiiftest  witt  »«  r 
eraiion  of  any  law  of  the  United  8ttie»n«*«" 
execution  of  existing  treaties.  a;. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fvrther  efiadd,W^ 
act  shall  be  in  force  for  &re  years, sod  froo"^ 
to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  CoDtre»»»«^ 
after,  aad  no  longer. 

Appreeied,  April  20,  IBk^ 

An  Act  to  anthorixe  the  snnrey  of  ^"^TL^ 
of  the  pubUc  fainda,  in  lieu  of  ths^r'nSLS^ 
fore  authorised  to  be  surroyed,  in  thi  1«**^ 
Michigan,  as  militaiy  bounty  lands.  ^ 

Be  U  enacted,  fc.,  That  so  machrftt*  f;,. 
to  provide  for  designating,  surfeyiogiW*  5^ 

ing  the  military  bounty  lands,**  •PP^/^X.^l^ 
day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hon^"  ^ 
twelvci  as  authorizes  the  President  of  t*e  ujm 
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Suimio  wwng  10  b«  •onwtd  twetaiHi—t  of 
acres  of  the  tanda  of  tbe  wited  Sates,  ta  tb^ 
TetriiDry  of  Michign,  for  tbe  puioaas  of  satis- 
fy tog^  the  bonolies  of  Mod  promisea  to  the  noo* 
eommissioned  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  United 
States  be.  aed  the  some  is  hesebf ,  repealed ;  and 
in  lien  or  tbe  said  two  miUtons  of  tores  of  land, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is 
kerebf,  aotborized  to  eaose  to  be  sunreyed,  of 
ihe  Isa^  of  the  Uaked  States  fit  for  caUivnsioa, 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  aad  to  which  the  In- 
dsMi  title  is  ezttagnlshed^  one  milltoB  ftve  hun- 
dred thaasaad  netes,  ia  the  Iliiaots  Territory ^ad 
fire  hundred  thonsand  acres,  ia  the Missoon  Ter- 
ritory, north  of  the  ri?er  Missouri ;  the  said  lands 
shall  be  divided  into  towashifs,  end  sabdiyided 
into  sections  and  quarter  seelioas,  (each  quartet 
section  to  eoataia,  as  near  as  possme,  one  hun- 
dred aad  sixty  acres,)  in  the  maaner  prescribed 
by  law  for  surreving  and  subdividing  the  other 
lands  of  the  Uoifed  States ;  aad  the  kwds  thus 
surveyed,  with  the  exception  of  the  salt  springs 
and  lead  mines  tliereio,  and  of  Uie  qoanttties  of 
laad  adjacent  thereto  as  may  be  reserved  for  the 
Qse  of  the  same  by  the  Prsstdeat  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  sectioa  nomber  sistcea  in  every 
township,  to  be  graated  to  the  iahabitants  of 
such  township  for  thodaee  of  public  schools,  shall, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  above  recitea 
ace,  be  set  opMt  for  the  purpose  of  satisfyiog  the 
bounties  of  laad  promised  to  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  Army  of 
the  Uaited  States,  their  heirs  aad  legal  represen- 
tatives, by  the  act  entitled  ^  An  net  for  comple- 
ting the  existing  Military  £stablish«ent,   ap* 
proved  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  aad  eievea,  and  by  the 
act  entitled  ^  An  act  to  raise  aa  additioaai  mili* 
tary  force,"  approved  the  eleventh  day  of  Janu- 
ary, oae  thousand  eight  haadred  aad  twelve. 
Sac.  2.  And  Ae  U  Jwrther  maUed^  That  every 

Serson  in  whose  favor  aay  warrant  for  military 
lad  boooty  is  issued,  shall  be,  aad  is  hereby,  au- 
thorised to  dmw  by  lot  one  of  the  quarter  aec- 
tions  surveyed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  shall 
obtaia  a  patent  therefor,  in  the  same  maaaer.  in 
every  respect,  as  is  or  shall  be  provided  by  law 
for  patents  to  issoe  for  other  military  land  boun- 
ties, or  as  is  provided  by  the  act  first  above  reci- 
ted for  pateats  to  issoe  tor  soch  lands. 
Approved,  April  29, 1816. 


I 


eigaer  Into  the  lands  to  which  the  Indioii  litla 
has  not  been  extinguished,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  used  in  the  Indian  tmde ;  aad  all  articlea 
of  putry,  of  proviaioBs^  or  of  any  other  kind  pwp-. 
chased  by  foreigaers  ffom  ladtaas,  or  tribes  o^ 
Indinna,  contrary  to  the  provisioBs  of  this  ao^ 
shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  forfeited,  oae- 
half  thereof  to  the  use  of  tbe  informer,  and  tha 
remainder  to  the  United  Sutes :  Provided^  Thht 
the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  are  seized 
prior  to  f  beir  sale  to  an  Indian,  or  Indian  tribe, 
and  the  articles  purchased  are  seized  before  they 
are  removed  beyond  the  limits  of  tbe  United 
States. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  itjwiher  enacted.  That  if  a 
foreigner  go  into  any  country  whicn  is  allotted 
or  secured  by  treaty  to  either  of  tbe  Indian  tribes 
within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States, 
or  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  not  been  extin« 
,  witheat  a  passport  first  had  and  ohtaiimd 
rem  the  Qovernor  of  one  of  tbe  States  or  Tor-; 
ritories  of  the  United  States,  a4ioiaiag  thecoanr 
try  iato  which  he  may  go,  or  tha  effieer  of  tha 
troops  of  the  Uaited-  States,  conMaandiag  at  tha 
nearest  post  oa  the  frontiers,  or  sachi  other  person 
as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may  fitom 
ttate  to  time  anihorize  to  gmnt  the  same,  he 
shaiU  oa  coaviction  thereof,  pay  a  fine  of.  not  lean 
than  fifty  or  more  thaa  oae  thonsaad  doUaie;  oi 
he  imprisoned  not  less  than  one  auiath,  or  mare 
than  twelve  moatha,  at  the  diseiation  of  tha 
court. 

Sao.  4.  And  be  itjuiih€r  enaetedj  That  uUa 
for  offiinces  against  this  act  shall  be  had  ia  tha 
eouru  of  the  United  States  of  tha  Isfritory  iia 
which  the  person  accused  may  be  axfcaiad.  or  in 
tha  oircait  conrt  of  tbe  United  States,  of  the  die* 
trict  into  which  he  may  be  first  earried,  alker  hia 
anast. 

Sao.  5.  And  be  U  further  enMted.  That  eaah 
and  every  [lerson  charged  with  a  violation  of  th^ 
second  section  of  this  act  shall,  if  arrested,  be  in- 
dicted and  tried  in  one  of  the  coarts  aforemidt 
and  that  tbe  conviction  of  the  accased  shall  a»* 
thorise  the  court  to  cause  the  goods  lateaded.to 
'be  sold  to,  and  articles  purchased  from  thelnr 
diaas,  bdonging  to  him,  or  taken  in  his  possea- 
sum,  to  be  sold,  one-half  to  the  use  of  the  infonn- 
er,  and  tbe  other  to  tbe  use  of  tbe  United  Statai« 
But  if  goods  intended  to  be  sold,  or  articles  pur- 
chased from  the  Indians  contrary  to  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  should  be  seized,  and  the  ownes 
or  person  in  possession  of  them  should  make  hit 
escape,  or  from  any  other  cause  cannot  be  brought 
to  ttial,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  United 
States  Attorney  of  tbe  Territory  in  which  they 
may  be  seized,  or  the  District  Attorney  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  district  into  which  thev 
may  have  been  first  carried  after  they  are  seixe^ 
to  proceed  against  the  said  goods  intended  to  be 
sold  to,  or  articles  purchased  from  the  Indians,  in 
the  manner  directed  to  be  observed  in  the  case  of 

foods,  wares,  or  merchandise  brought  into  the 
Fnitcsd  States  in  violation  of  the  revenue  laws.  - 
Seg.  6.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  tha 


An  Act  supplementsiy  to  the  set  passed  ths  thirtieth 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two»  to 
ngnlate  trade  and  interconne  with  the  In£sn 
tribes,  and  to^reserre  peace  on  the  frontiers. 

Be  it  enacfad,  4fc.,  That  licenses  to  trade  with 
the  Indians  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the 
United  Statea  shall  not  be  granted  to  any  bat 
citizens  of  the  Uaited  Slates,  aaless  by  the  ex- 
ptess  direetion  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  npoa  such  terms  and  conditions  as 
the  public  interest  may,  in  his  opinion,  require. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  itfitriher  enacted,  That  aU 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  carried  by  a  for^  |  President  of  the  United  Sutes  be,  aad  he  hereby 


1903 


APPBNDISL 


m 


PMie  AeU  of  Congrtm* 


iff,  authorised  to  om  the  military  force  oi  the 
IJoited  States  wbeneTer  it  oty  bit  nceeasery  to 
carry  into  effect  this  act,  as  far  as  it  relates  to 
seizare  of  ffoods  to  be  sold  to,  or  articles  already 
^rehased  from  the .  Indians,  or  to  the  arrest  of 
persons  charged  with  Tiolating  its  provisions. 
Approved,  April  29, 1810. 


An  Act  to  incresse  the  salsiy  of  the  Register  of  the 

Tressoiy. 

Be  it  enacted^  4<^i  ^^^^  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  for  his  an- 
nual saisry,  from  the  first  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  dollars. 

Approved,  April  30, 1816. 

.    An  Act  concerning  Invalid  Pensi(meEs. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  plaee  the  follow- 
ing named  persons  on  the  pension  list  of  invalid 
pensioners  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  be  en- 
titled to  and  receive  pensions  according  to  the 
rates,  and  commencing  at  the  times  herein  men« 
tinned,  that  is  to  say: 

John  Hoie,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-seventh  of 
December,  eighteen  hundred  and  fiAeeo. 

Brastus  Desbrow,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  of  Nof«m- 
ber,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

John  13.  Williams,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twelfth  of  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Ptolemy  Sheldon,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  ninth  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Humphrey  Webeter,  at  the  rate  of  seventeen 
dollars  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first  of 
June,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Asa  GHaaier,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  Jan* 
uary,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Joseph  Westcott,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  and 
sixtv-seven  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the" 
sixth  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteea. 

Alston  Fort,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  of  Septem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Luther  Gregory,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-second  of 
February,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Henry  Parks,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-second  of 
February,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Lemuel  Hewlit,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
aaonth,  to  commence  on  the  twelfth  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Peter  Mills,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  thefifth  of  January,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirteen. 

Bethoel  Qoodrich,  junior,  at  the  rate  of  four 
dollars  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth 
of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Williem  Vineyard,  at  the  rate  of  fear  doUan  I 


per  moath,  to  eommeaee  on  ibe  Moid  of  h 
vember,  eighteen  hundred  aod  ifim. 

Aaron  Stewart,  at  the  rate  of  fan  doiitn  p 
month,  to  commence  on  the  foonk  tf  October, 
eiffhteen  hundred  and  fifteeo. 

Michael  McDermott,at  the  rateofci|^iQliin 
per  month,  to  commence  oa  tbe  tvai]i\k  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  foorteet. 

William  Bowyer,  at  the  rate  of  ei«bt  ^ 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  tcsthofOcu^ 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Samuel  Jaeaway,at  the  rale  of  foQrdoOtnps 
month,  to  commence  on  the  luiih  of  Imouj, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteeo. 

Joseph  S.  Van  Driesea.  at  tbe  nteof  cigiitdil' 
lars  per  month,  to  commence  oo  (he  fmnitf 
March,  eighteen  hundred  aad  ibirireo. 

Jacob  £endelsperyer,at  the  rsteof  roirddkn 
per  month,  lo  commence  on  the  ttrcfiteetiii  tf 
November,  eighteen  hundred  and  foDrteeo. 

Thomas  Fogate,  at  the  rate  of  eight  (MlirtpR 
month,  to  commence  on  the  thirty-fimaf  Mi/, 
eighteen  hundred  and  foarteea. 

Cornelius  Williams,  at  the  rate  of  (xfi^ 
per  month,  to  commence  on  tbeeighte(■Uo(D^ 
cember,  eighteen  hundred  and  fiAeea. 

John  B.  Fuller,  st  the  rate  of  eighticihn  pn 
month,  to  commence  on  the  tweniy*eigki^« No- 
vember, eighteen  hundred  and  fifieea* 

Michael  Ghapo,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollanfa 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth  ol  Feinuy, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Joseph  Henderson,  at  the  rate  of  eifbt  m 
aad  fifty  cenu  per  month,  to  commeiw  <«  «* 
twenty-fourth  of  December,  eijhieea  fcasW 
and  fourteen.  , ,,    ^ 

John  Pidgeon,  at  the  rau  ?( J<j^'Jf^^ 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighu  ot  fevw/i 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteea.         ,,   .jl. 

George  Fitxstmmons,  at  the  nte  o!^tm 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  wi "  ''^ 
eighteen  hundred  and  fitteeo.  .«   ^ 

Jesse  Beach,  at  the  rate  of  t^^^r^ 
month,  to  commence  on  the  third « ^^  >' 
eighteen  hundred  and  sizieeo.  ,,    ^ 

Daniel  Stagg,  at  the  rate  of  »l^y^^fy, 
month,  to  commence  on  the  tweotf-etiB 
ruary,  eighteen  hundred  and  »iiJec»- 

Daniel  Bailey,  at  the  rate  ^f ./««  B^^ 
month,  to  commence  on  the  ettna^"' 


ary,  eighteen  hundred  and  eixteen.      ,.    ^^ 
Noble  Morse,  at  the  rate  ^^  ^^V^}J^ oivi- 
month,  to  commence  on  the  thirtf-Br>* 
ber,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifteeo.         ,  ^u|,t 

David  McCiacken,  jww^'^^'ortBiiiiii^rf 
dollars  per  month,  to  commeoee  oi  *^ 
February,  eighteen  hundred  aad  »!»f  J V^ «« 

John  ^iiteVon,  at  the  rate  cf  (^[ff^ 
month,  to  commence  on  the  ^^^^^^ 
cember,  eighteen  hundred  aad  fi"**;.  u.  j^iim 

Thomas  Baldwin,  at  the  rate  flfej"^^  j^ 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  •» 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 
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Zpom  HMthi(«,  at  the  r«ie  of  dgbt  dolitn  per 
month,  lo  eommenee  oo  the  twenty*aiath  of  N^ 
rember,  eivhteea  hoodred  mod  Sfieeo. 

James  NowrpU,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  eommenee  on  the  fifth  of  April,  eigh- 
teen hoodred  and  eleveo. 

Charles  Hagio,  at  the  rate  of  eight  doUan  per 
month,  to  eommenee  oo  the  eighth  of  Nofemher, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen* 

Joseph  Foster,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollar*  per 
month,  to  eommenee  on  the  tenth  of  Oetober, 
eighteen  hundred  aod  fifteen. 

ijOTie  Frisbie,  at  the  rate  of  eight  doUara  per 
monchy  to  eommenee  on  the  ninth  of  Nofember, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Joseph  Qillett,  at  the  rate  of  aeventeen  dollars 
per  month,  to  eommenee  on  the  eighteenth  of 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Samuel  Truby,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  ninth  of  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

David  Hawkins,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
monih,  to  commence  on  the  ae?enteenth  of  No- 
Tember,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Philip  Ulmer,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-seeond  of 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

John  Hamilton,  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth  day  of  February, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Nathaniel  Thompson,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  month,  to  cummence  on  the  sixteenth  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

John  Downs,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-eecond  of 
March,  eisthteeo  hundred  and  sixteen* 

John  Fenton,  at  the  rate  of  fotir  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  aixth  of  Febmary, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

William  Collins,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
mooih,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  of  Janu- 
ary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen* 

James  Allen,  at  the  rate  o£  four  dollars  per 
mooih,  to  eommenee  on  the  third  of  May,  one 
thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  fifteen. 

William  Richardson,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twelfth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

James  Devonrix,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commeaee  on  the  eighth  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen* 

Nathaniel  Clark,  at  the  ra^e  of  six  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twentieth  of  Febru- 
ary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

John  Haskell,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  eommenee  on  the  elerenth  of  Decem- 
ber, one  tboosand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

James  Nourse,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  eommenee  on  the  seTenteenih  of  No- 
vember, one  thousand  eight  hoodred  and  fifteen. 

John  McNulty,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  coromeoce  on  the  twelfth  of  June,  one 
thousand  e^ht  hundred  aod  fifteen. 

Jo>eph  fiLerr,  at  the  rale  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-third  of  Onto* 
ber,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 


James  Quthrie,  at  the  rate  of  four  doUars  pet 
month,  to  eommenee  on  the  twentv-seTenth  of 
September,  one  thousand  eight  hunared  and  fif- 
teen. 

Stephen  M.  Conger,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  month,  to  eommenee  on  the  seventeenth  of 
October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen* 

Soerates  Swift,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
months  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Nathan  Lockwood,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  month,  to  oonunenoe  on  the  first  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  huodred  and  fifteen. 

Samnel  Qamee,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  eommenee  on  the  sixth  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Rmory  lawman,  at  the  mte  of  eight  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  of  June^ 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen* 

John  McMillan,  at  the  mte  of  fifteen  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-third  of  Au- 
gust, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Reuben  Goolsby,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  first  of  April,  one 
thounnd  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

William  Rhodes,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  pec 
month,  to  commence  on  the  third  of  NoremMr, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Daniel  Ruminer,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  pec 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fourth  of  July,  one 
thousand  eiaht  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Beverly  Williams,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen. 

James  Shaw,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth  of  September, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Edmund  Borom,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-first  of  Augpist, 
one  thoumnd  eiffht  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Matthew  WiOiama,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  oo  the  eleventh  of  July, 
one  thousand  ei|h(  hundred  aod  fifteen. 

William  L.  Sypert,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  tweoty-fourth  of 
August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen* 

Samuel  Scott,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  pec 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-seventh  of 
May,  one  thousand  eight  huodred  and  fifteen. 

David  Hubbard,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  seventeenth  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Hugh  Hays,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fourth  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

William  Deanie,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  of  Septem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

John  Bruce,  at  the  rate  of  six  doUars  per  month, 
to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  of  September,  one 
thousand  e^ht  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Oeorge  Sleeker,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-third  of 
August,  ooe  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Robert  C*  DaviS|  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per 
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ttooHl,  10  cooiaieBee  oa  tb«  §lk$mA  of  SMpiMn- 
ber,  one  tbovaanii  eighx  hmiired  oDd  fiftsen. 

Bneket  DvHsod,  at  tbe  nte  of  mx  Mian  per 
mooth,  to  coiomeDce  od  the  sereoteenth  of  De- 
eivobor,  one  thonsaod  eight  haiulKd  tod  fifteen. 

W.  I.  Bbamete,  at  the  rate  of  fooiteea  dollars 
per  moath,  to  oommeoco  on  tbe  cweBtT*arreBtb 
of  Jalfr,  006  tfaoosaad  eight  huodred  aad  fifteaa. 

Atesaoder  M.  Gray,  at  the  rate  of  eight  doUara 
per  month«  to  oomiBence  on  tbe  twentr-eefeatb 
of  Joly,  one  thovsaad  eight  baadred  and  fisfioea. 

John  Patiersoa,  at  the  rate  of  foar  dottwa  per 
month,  to  eommenoe  on  the  etghteenth  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  eight  hnndred  and  fifteen. 

Paal  Bonnel,  at  tbe  rate  of  low  doilara  per 
month,  to  commence  on  tbe  twenty^nintb  of  Jaa- 
narr,  one  thousand  eight  hoodrcd  and  sixtaeB. 

Daniel  Hannah,  at  tbe  rale  of  Ibnr  doilara  pet 
month,  tocommeneeon  tbe  twenty-eigMi  of  Feb> 
rnary.  one  thousand  eight  buodrad  aad  siMeeo. 

losQua  lieraer,  at  the  rate  of  four  doUara  per 
month,  to  eomtnence  en  tbe  twenty-oeTeoth  of 
Marab,  one  thousand  eight  hnndrad  and  lizteen. 

Samuel  Sehoonorer,  a<  the  raleof  eight  doilara 

Kr  month,  to  eommenoe  on  tbe  eighiaettth  of 
ircb,  one  thousand  eight  hondred  and  sixteen. 

Alston  Cook,  at  the  rate  of  eight  doMan  oer 
month,  to  commence  oa  tbe  tweaty-aixtb  of  Oo- 
tober,  one  tbonsand  eigbt  faundrad  aad  foortean. 

John  Chittim,  at  the  rate  of  six  doHats  per 
month,  to  commence  on  tbe  first  of  Jaaaaiy,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Abraham  Johnsod,  at  tba  rale  of  five  dallan 
and  thirty«three  cents  and  one  third  of  a  cent  per 
month,  to  commence  on  tbe  eicTcnth  of  February, 
one  thoorand  eiffht  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Thomas  Gad^  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  theelerenth  of  July,  one 
thousand  oigbt  hundred  and  fourteen. 

William  O'Neal,  at  the  rate  of  foar  dolkin  per 
month,  to  commeaoe  tbe  fifteenth  day  of  Febmary, 
one  thousand  eigbt  hundred  aad  sixteen. 

Thomas  Sdmondson,  at  the  rate  of  four  doilara 
per  month,  to  commence  tbe  twenty^erent^  day 
of  May.  one  thousand  eight  himdredand  fifteen. 

Josian  B.  Pachard,  at  tbe  rate  of  eig^t  doilara 

r  month,  to  commeaoe  on  the  twenty-second 
lay  of  January,  one  thourand  eigbt  hundrad  and 
sixteen. 

John  Q^  Tslbotts,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month  to  commence  on  the  fifth  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hnndred  and  fifteen. 

James  Jackson,  at  the  rate  of  four  doilara  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-lbst  of  Aagast, 
one  thousand  eight  huodred  and  fifteen* 

Jean  Du  Peron,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollan  per 
month,  to  commence  on  tbe  twenty-eighth  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four* 
teen. 

John  Lamb,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dottars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  tbe  first  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Sbo.  2.  Mid  be  it  JurHier  enacted^  That  the 
pensions  of  the  following  named  persons  already 
placed  on  the  pensioa  list  of  tbe  Unitea  Sutcs, 
be  increased  to  the  sums  herein  respectirely  an- 


s: 


nexed  lo  tbasr  aames;  the  midiMHiiaea- 
mence  at  tbe  times  bemia  BHsliwtd,adaW 
in  lieu  of  tbe  peasieas  they  at  pant  man 
that  is  to  say : 

Nero  Hawley,  at  tbe  rale  of  eigkiiliusiKr 
month,  to  commence  on  the  thiiMilOeailer, 
one  tbonsand  eight  hundrei  sai  flba. 

Nathan  Hawley,  at  the  isls  tf  tigte  te 
per  month,  to  commeaoe  en  thetUmd^ 
tober,  one  thoMHid  eight  hondadisdlftea. 

James  Porter,  at  tJw  rate sf  to  Map 
moath,  to  commence  on  the  twtatf^Bfoi^i 
Jaauary^e  thoasaad  eight  biBdiduiiiiss 

Joba  ihireU,  at  ^e  rate  of  d|lu  ioikn  p 
moath,  to  eommenoe  on  thetvaaij-Bioilflfkai 
one  thourand  eight  bandied  sod  mm, 

Jaaaes  White,  at  tbe  cMof  eigiu  dalinpr 
month,  to  commeaee  on  the  tacs^^foi^^ 
May,  one  thoueand  eight  hafldit4udfi&» 

DxTid  Scott,  at  the  rate  of  terscf  ioQttf 
month,  to  commence  oa  the  ogktMtkifif, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  sad  fsnaa. 

Hugh  Barttas,  at  tke  ratocf  tamtyidvpr 
month,  to  commence  on  the  liutlialMr'N 
tboumad  ei^t  bmdied  aad  axieei. 

Sdmaad  Siefensoo.  at  the  me  of  OF^ 
per  month,  (o  eommeaeeon  ths  ^^'fi 
one  thousand  ei^^t  hanfad  ssdstto-^ 
vUod,  That  BotbiagiathisietdaUMt^ 
strued  as  to  allow  any  pensisatn  isy  ff  l** 
staa  than  IB  lieffeio  ffwiM,muj^ 
of  paosieii  than  baa  bereiolbie  ben  ilM" 
him,  or  to  others  similarly  siaBted,m  a^l* 
pieTioBa  10  ilie  passage  of  an  k<)  *r|^ 
act,  so  iacreaae  pensioas  of  ianli^  u^T 
cases,  for  the  relief^  ioralidf  of  tkeailiM^ 

for  the  aimoifttmeat  of  praiioi  ^^.^Jj 
Stales,  where  there  are  no  es«B«^ " 
loans." 
Approved,  Aprii  3i,  1B16. 

An  Act  fixing  tiie  eompeaistieB  gft^g?!^ 
the  SsBflto,  end  Cleih  of  the  Hosed  IHPT^ 

tiras,  and  mskmg  prandoa  Ibr  <ia  d^*"^ 

in  their  offirce,  ^- 

BoiimiacM,fc^  ThstialiaioftlQ 

ration  heretofore  alioirad  ^^^Jf^j^ 

of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  Ho»««^. 

seniativcs  of  the  United  SMsi,  ^T^p 

orally  receire  the  sum  of  tbiss  ^«^"^ 

annually,  payable  quarterly,  u  1^  fyi  to 

Sac  2.  JMbe  *  >»^*«^2^|}jri«f 

much  of  any  act  heretofore  P^^^yJl^nit 

compmration,  ralary,  or  P^^^J^Ckil 

or  kmd  whatever,  to  the  mid  S««Wj^ 

shall  he,  and  the  rame  is  hersbf,  ^fffL  tbeit 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  itJMmr  «"*2^J.cl«* 

be  allowed  to  the  prioclfial  •n^^'frJlscBa 

of  the  Senate  and  of  the  HoaieolfJ^  ^ 


c0B(ta 


tives,  an  addition  of  twwty  per  «T"^t«f 
eompenwtioas  to  which  tbeytitvp  ^^ 
tittedhyUw.  Tbisact8htllJii««*J'^ttfiii 
tinue  in  force  for  two  yaws  ^^r.*v^ 
fint  day  of  January,  one  thooAodoF' 
and  sixteen. 
ApproTod,  April  2»,  181«* 
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An  Act  ftring  the  coDmnfttkili  of  A»  Giapliiiii»  of 

COBfMM. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  the  Chaplaros  of  Con- 
gress shall  be  allowed  a^d  paid  fire  hundred  dol- 
lars per  anaam,  each,  as  a  compensation  for  their 
serrices,  tp  commence  with  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 
I      Approved,  April  30, 1816. 

An  Act  to  establirfk  Post  Boadfli^ 

I      Be  it  maetei,  fc.,  That  flha  faliowiw  post 

roads  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  discontioiMd : 
I  that  is  to  say, 

I     From  Pottland,  by  Windham)  Rarmood,  Btidm^ 
I  ton,  LoTelK  Waterford,  Norway,  Paris,  BooUtld, 

Sumner,  Hartfotd,  LiTanaora,  Toinar,  Folaad, 
i  New  Oioooesler,  and  Hebron  Academy,  to  Parle, 
I  in  Maine. 

I      From  Watered,  by  Warway,  Itomferd,  <md 
I  Bethel,  in  Maine. 

f     From  Maryland,  to  MiMbrd,  ia  I9«w  York. 
I     From  Dislhi  to  Meredith,  in  Ifaw  Yoik. 
I      From  Onondaga,  by  Tuily ,  Preble,  and  Horner^ 
I  to  <>>rt]aBd  oowt-hottsa,  kk  New  Tork. 

From  Montgomery  conrt-honse,  by  Tatnall 

eoort-honee,  and  Bamnaton,  to  Danen  ia  Qaorgia. 
From  Abington,  by  Russell  eourt-honee,  aad 

Mockinson  Gap,  to  Abingdon,  in  Yirginiab 
From  R<M;ers?iHe,  Tennesaee,  by  Lee  eoai«- 

house,  Yirgmta^  to  Cttmberland  wp,  in  Tan- 


From  Hnntinffton,by  the aerthroad, toSmffth- 
tOfwn,  in  New  York. 

From  Buckstowo,  by  Frankfort,  Hampden, 
Bangor,  aati  No.  1,  to  (mngton ;  alse  the  tonte 
from  Prospect,  by  Mount  Ephraim,  to  Frankfort, 
in  Maine. 

From  Plymouth,  by  New  Hampton,  Meredith, 
GKlmanton,  North  wood,  Nottingham^  and  Dur- 
ham, to  Portsmouth  in  New  Hampshire. 

From  Greersburg,  Pennsylvania,  to  New  Lis- 
bon, in  Ohio* 

From  Barfieidi^  by  Port's  Ferry  to  Johnson's 
Ferry,  on  Lyneh's  Creek,  in  South  Carolina. 

From  Ports'  Ferry  to  Conwayborougb,  South 
Carolina. 

From  Carthage  to  Lebanon,  in  Tennessee. 

From  Windsor  to  Williamstoa,  in  North  Car- 
olina. 

From  Triadelphia  to  EUieott's  Mills. 

From  GWway  to  Broadalbin. 

From  CentreTilie  to  Leesburg. 

From  Taunton  to  Weymouth,  in  Massachu- 
setts. 

From  Canton  to  Goshen,  in  Connecticut. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted^  That  the 
following  be  established  as  post  roads,  viz: 

In  JUcnne.— From  Lowell  to  Frvborg. 

From  Portland,  by  Poland.  Henron,  Norway, 
Paris,  Buckfield,  Sumner,  Hartford,  Livermore, 
Turner,  Minot,  New  Gloucester,  and  Hebron 
Academy,  to  Paris. 

From  Norridgewalk,  by  Starks  and  Industry, 
to  Farmington. 


From  PortlaDd,  by  Wia^iam,  Raywoad;  Bridfe- 
town,  Lovell,  Waterford,  Norway,  Paris,  Rom- 
ford, Bethel,  aad  Albany,  to  Wateifbrd. 

From  Machias  to  Hagg's  Point,  in  Lubeck. 

From  Belfast,  by  Mount  Bphraim,  Fraakfort, 
Hampden,  and  Banaor.  to  Sdiafftoa. 

From  Aagosta,'  by  Brown's  Corner  and  Her- 
lem,  to  Palermo. 

From  Orrington  to  Brewer. 

From  Canaan,  by  Phlmyia,  Newport,  Ototky* 
town,  and  Carmel,  to  Hampdee. 

^  Ah0  finfifMM«i^-Ffom  Pljmnuh,  by  Camp- 
ton,  Thornton,  Peeling,  and  Lineob,  to  Fraa« 
conia. 

Front  PortsaMOth,  bv  '0%tef^  Madberrjr,  Bar- 
rington,  Baroatead,  Qilmanton,  Meredith,  and 
New  Hampton,  to  rlymouth. 

hi  f>'b'meiU.-*-Frem  Ckaad  iete  to  Albarg. 

From  Hyde  Park,  by  Morristown  and  Stow,  to 
Waterbory. 

Ffom  ttotlaad,  by  Parkefstown,  Pittaieid;  to 
Stockbridge. 

From  Newbory,  ea  the  PaBsompata  tarapike. 

aBaraet,  St.  Jobtubercy,  Lyaden^  Shaffieki,  aoft 
irton,  to  Derby. 

From  Ccdraiae,  Massaehasatt%  by  HUilaK  and 
Whrtingham,  io  Wihoingfoa. 

That  the  post  road  fvaaa  MonkUm  to  Hiiiea> 
burg,  pass  through  Starkesborough. 

m  Ma9eaekm$li§4  '  Fwm  ifcrthaioptoB,  by 
Williamsbarg,  Goshen,  Piainfiekl,  and  Savoy,  to 
Adaeoe. 

From  Woreester,  by  MiNmry,  Northbridge,aaA 
Uxbridge,  to  Smithfield,  in  Rhode  khmd* 

Ffom  New  Bedford,  by  Brid^ewater,  to  Bos- 
ton. 

That  the  mail  from  Northampiaa  to  Woteea* 
ter,  pass  through  P»ton. 

From  the  south  parish  of  Bridgearater,  by  the 
west  and  north  parishes  of  Bmgcnfatar,  Ran- 
dolph, and  Milton,,  to  Baetoo% 

f%  Cbftnecltctif.— From  Middletowa  to  Ktliog'i 
worth. 

From  Hartford,  through  Canton,  Torriaglbrd, 
Torrington,  Goshen,  and  Cornwall,  to  Sharon. 

hi  Nem  York.*^¥t^m,  Essex,  by  Westport. 
Moriah,  Crown  Point,  Ticonderoga,  Hague,  warn 
Bolton,  to  Fort  George,  in  CaldwelL 

From  Williamstown,  Oneida  county,  by  Rieh* 
land.  Bllisbor^,  and  Henderson's^  to  Saekett's 
Harbor,  in  Jefferson  eouaty. 

From  Richfield,  by  Plaiolleld,  BlFOokisid,  and 
Hamilton,  to  Skaneatelas. 

From  Catharinetown,  by  Readfag,  to  Bastoa. 

From  Manlius,  by  Pompey  east,  and  Pompey 
west,  Hill,  TuUy,  FreUe,  and  Homer,  to  Cfort- 
landt  court-house. 

From  Whitehall,  (to  intersect  the  post  maA 
from  Albany  to  Middlebory,  Vermaat,  at  €hran- 
ville,  to  Pawlett,)  in  Yermoat. 
From  Sullivan,  by  Campus,  Brutaa,  andMentz, 
to  Junius. 

From  Auburn,  by  Mentz,  Cato,  and  Woleott, 
to  Sodus  bay. 

From  Maryland,  by  Otego  aad  Milford,  to  Ham- 
burg, post  office  in  UnadiTla. 
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From  Siamrord,  hj  RoMviUt,  to  DelbL 

From  Qeooa  to  Aoburn. 

From  Oswego,  by  HanDibtl  and  SterliDg,  to 
Cato. 

From  WbiCesboroDgh,  along  the  new  road  to 
the  east  end  of  Oneida  lake,  to  Camden. 

From  Brownsyille  to  Cape  Vincent. 

From  Saratoga  Springs,  bj  Palmertown  and 
Morean,  to  Sandf  HilL 

From  Ganandaigoa,  bj  Roebeater,  and  tbenee 
along  the  ridge  roul,  to  Lewistowa. 

From  Owego,  by  Speneer  eottrt^boose,  in  Tio- 
ga cooDty,  Dutch  and  Johnson's  settlements,  to 
Catbarinetown. 

From  Qeneva,  by  Phelp  and  Lyons,  to  Sodns. 

From  Westport,  by  Elizabeth  and  Keene,  to 
Jay. 

From  Newbttig,  by  Pleasant  Valley,  to  New 
Palcz. 

From  Balavia,  by  Middlebary,  to  Warsaw. 

From  Qoshen,  by  Minisink  and  Amity,  to  War- 
wick. 

From  Gkishen,  by  Pbilipeburg,  Middletown, 
Mount  Hope,  Deer  Park,  and  Carpenter'tf  Point, 
to  post  office  io  Montague,  io  New  Jersey. 

From  Huntington,  by  Dishill'6,  to  Smiihtown. 

From  Hudson,  bv  Kinderhook  Landing,  Gas* 
tleton,  and  Bchodack  Landing,  to  Qreenbttsh. 

From  Hudson  to  Lebanon. 

From  Sagg  Harbor  to  Basthampton. 

Jn  New  Jenep, — ^From  New  oroncwick,  by 
Boundbrook,  Middlebrook,  SomerviUe,  White- 
House,  Hunt's  Mills,  and  Bioomsbury,  to  Baston, 
in  Pennsyivania. 

From  ritutown,  in  the  county  of  Hunterdon, 
byBioomsbury,  Stewartsfille,  to  Harmony,  in  the 
county  of  Sussex. 

From  Jobstown,  in  the  county  of  Burlington, 
to  Egypt,  in  the  county  of  Monmouth. 

In  Pemmpltama. — From  Mead? ille,  by  forks 
of  Oil  Creek,  Warren,  and  outlet  of  Cheuugua 
lake  to  Mayville,  in  New  York. 

From  Seller's  ta?ern  to  Doylestown. 

From  Soobury,  by  New  Berlin,  Union  connty, 
and  Middleborg,  to  Lewistown. 

From  Lewisburg,  by  Loyal-sock  Chip,  to  Wil- 
Uamsport. 

From  Bellefont,  by  Birmingham  and  Butgoes 
Qap  to  Ebenshurg. 

From  Downingstown,  by  Brandywine  Manor, 
Waynesborg,  Carnarron,  Ephrata,  Blizabeih, 
Cornwall,  and  Humelstowo,  to  Harrisborg. 

From  Bearertown  to  New  Lisbon,  in  Ohio. 

From  Qettyshurg,  by  Oxford  and  Berwick,  to 
York. 

From  Bedford,  by  Johnstown  to  Indiana. 

Jhi  OAio.— From  Waynesville,  by  Bellebook,to 
Xenia. 

From  Hamilton,  by  Oxford,  to  Bath,  in  Frank- 
lin county,  Indiana  Territory. 

From  Qaliipolis  to  Aurora ;  from  West  Union 
to  Ripley. 

From  West  Union,  by  Hillsborough  and  Wil- 
mington, to  Xenia. 

From  Steubeofille,  by  Salem,  Miileiabiurgi  and 
Hamburg,  to  Canton. 


From  Salem,  by  Caofteld,  Ansdotovn^  ^w- 
ren.  Brace? ille,  Sharon,  NeJaoa,  HiruDy  Manisa, 
and  Aurora,  to'  Newberry. 

From  Gallipolis,  by  Sciota  Snk Wscki^  to  C^ 
licotbe. 

From  A?ery,  by  Jessop.  to  Ridgerift^ta  ioter- 
sect  the  post  route  from  CierdUnd  to  Deooit  at 
Rocky  rirer. 

At  buiiuma  TVirtoy.— Froaa  BraokviBa^Vy 
Bath,  to  Salisburf • 

From  Valonia,  by  Brownatowa,  lo  New  Hil* 
chf^  in  Jackson  eooniy. 

From  Vineenacs  to  tfameraoa'a  ntiUs^  in  Kaa 
county. 

That  the  post  road  from  Vineeaaes  to  Ska» 
nastown  paaa  chroogh  Harmoay,  ta  Gtkam 
county. 

la  iUhmk  DarrUorf. — ^Prom  Sbawncatowi, 
by  White  court-huusa  aad  Rdwacd  cam-hgaa 
to  Vincennes,  in  indiaaa  Territory. 

At  Hiimmri  ThrUarp. — Pron  St.  Loais,  by 
Potosi  and  Lawrence  court^hoase^  to  Afkaassj^ 

From  Su  Charles,  by  Marphey^s,  ia  &/«ihns 
aettlement,  to  Fort  Cooper  or  H^wMfi  eoort- 
hou^. 

in  Aforyioad.— From  Triadelphis,  by  Damas- 
cus, to  Nc'wmarkeL 

Prom  HageiMown  to  MeCooaebio«a,aFean- 
syWaoia. 

From  Upper  Marlboroagh  to  MeOmio^t  tav- 
ern, in  Prince  Oeorge's  county. 

in  Vumua. — From  Cabia  Point,  by  J.  U- 
mundS  Baiieysburg,  Urqaarhnrt*«  store,  and  C 
Bower's,  lo  South  &uay. 

From  Wythe  court-bouse,  by  Taxewdl  eaart- 
house,  Rttifsell  court-booae,  Scou  coart-boase, 
and  Lisecourl-house,  to  Caoiberlaad  Qajs  iM  Tea* 


From  Brown's  store  to 
lin  county. 

From  VlTinchester,  by  Cedar  eree^  Treat  ma, 
and  Lost  rirer,  to  Moorefields. 

From  Puisylfania  court-hoase»  \xf  B.  Wad- 
kin's  store,  and  Island  Ford,  Smith**  niet,  to 
Rockingham  court-house,  ia  North  C4roVufca. 

From  Wythe  court-house  to  Giles  coait- 
house. 

From  New  Canton  to  Columbia. 

From  Aidie  to  Leesburg. 

From  Aldie  to  Battietowa. 

ill  Keniucky, — From  Wasbiagtooi  by  Maya* 
rille,  to  Xenia,  in  Ohio. 

From  Columbia  to  Greeasburg. 

From  Great  Crossings,  by  Sanders'  milU  aad 
New  Fredericksburg,  to  Veray,  ia  lodiaaa  Ter- 
ritory. 

From  Washington,  by  Newtown,  MarYaviUe, 
and  Cynthiana,  to  Georgetown. 

From  Middletown  to  Brunerstowa. 

From  Glasgow,  by  Hartsrille^  to  Lebanon,  ii 
Tennessee. 

Aft  Norlh  CaroUna. — ^From  Tarboroagh,  by 
Staunton's  bridge,  Snowhili,  and  Kingsioo,  tf 
Duplin  court-house. 

From  Murfreesboroughi  by  WiadsoTi  to  Kf- 
mouth. 
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FromClniri«ttff,  by  Harrisbori;,  Pine  HUl,  Alex* 
•DdeH«,  Landford,  and  Xitwisfilie,  to  Chester 
eourt-koanf*,  in  South  Carolina. 

In  Souih  Carolina, — From  Chesterfield  eoort- 
house,  by  Lawry's  mills  and  Pickett's  store,  to 
Wadesboroogh,  m  North  Carolina. 

From  Greenville  court-hoase  to  Spartanburg. 

From  Barfield's,  by  Marion  coart-hoose,  or 
Oileaborooghv  and  GkNirrey's  ferry, .  to  Johnson's 
ferry,  on  Lynoh's  creek. 

Prom  Con  way  borough,  by  QalliTant'a  ferry,  to 
Marion  eourt-hoose. 

From  Conwayboroogh  to  Smitbfield,  in  North 
Carolina. 

From  Chester  coart-hoose  to  Loaisriile. 

In  Creoryio.— -From  J«flersoo  to  Horrteane 
Shoals. 

From  Montgomery  eoort-hoose,  by  Blaek- 
more's  and  Hardin's  to  Riceboroogh. 

In  TVfifieiaee.— From  Nsshville,  bjr  Morfrees- 
borougb,  Stone  Fort,  and  Winchester,  in  Tennes- 
aee,  L^wry's,  Van's  Old  Place,  and  Blackburn'y, 
to  Athens,  in  Qeorffia. 

From  Lebanon,  by  Williamsborg  and  Hiiham, 
to  Monroe. 

From  Sparta,  by  Liberty  and  Lebanon,  to 
Nai^bville. 

From  Bean's  station,  by  Stiffey's  mill,  to  Iron 
Works  of  Mossy  creek,  thence  to  Danbridge. 

From  Marysville,  by  Morgantown,  to  Tellico 
block-house. 

From  Port  Royal  to  John  Hunt's,  fn  Robert- 
son's county. 

That  the  post  road  from  Joncsborough  to  Qreen- 
Tille  pass  throu2h  Leesburg  and  Brownsburg. 

In  the  Miasimppi  TVrritory.^From  Franklin 
court-huuiie  to  Libtfrty,  Amity  court-house. 

Approfed,  April  30, 1816. 


An  Act  to  allow  drawback  of  dntiss  on  spirito  distilled 
snd  sugar  refined  within  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  parpoees. 

Be  U  enacted^ ^c,  Tha t  a  drawback  of  six  cents 
for  every  (j^allon  of  spirits,  not  below  first  proof, 
distilled  within  the  United  Slates,  or  the  Terri- 
tories thereof,  shall  be  allowed  on  all  such  spirits 
as  shall  be  exported  to  any  foreign  port  or  place, 
other  than  the  dominions  of  any  foreign  State 
immediately  adjoining  to  the  United  States,  add- 
ing to  the  allowance  upon  every  gallon  of  such 
spirits  so  distilled  from  molasses,  four  cents; 
which  allowances  shall  be  made  without  deduc- 
tion: Provided^  That  the  quantit]f  so  exported 
shall  amount  to  one  huodred  and  hfty  gallons  at 
the  least,  to  entitle  an  exporter  thereof  to  draw- 
back,anu  that  nodrawback  shall  be  allowed  when- 
ever any  of  the  said  spirits  shall  be  exported  oth- 
erwise than  in  vessels  not  less  than  thirty  tons 
burden. 

See.  2.  AndhtU  further  enacted^  That,  in  order 
to  entitle  the  exporter  or  exporters  to  the  benefit 
of  drawback  allowed  by  this  act  on  such  spirits 
so  distilled,  the  vessels  or  casks  containing  the 
tame  shall  be  branded  or  otherwise  marked,  in 
durable  cbaraeters,  with  progreastva  numbers^ 


with  the  name  of  the  owner,  the  quantity  thereof, 
to  be  ascertained  by  actual  gauging,  and  the  proof 
thereof.  And  the  exporter  of  such  spirits  shall, 
moreover,  previous  to  putting  or  lading  the  same 
on  board  of  any  ship  or  vessel  for  exportation, 
give  M  hours'  notice  at  least  to  the  collector  oi 
the  eostoma  for  the  district  from  which  the  same 
are  about  to  be  exported  of  his  or  her  intention 
to  export  the  same;  and  shall  make  entry  in  writ- 
ing of  the  particulars  thereof,  and  of  the  casks  or 
vessels  containing  the  same,  and  of  their  respec- 
tive marky,  numbers,  and  contents,  and  of  the 
place  or  places  where  deposited,  and  of  the  port 
or  place  to  which,  and  ship  or  vessel  in  which  they 
or  either  of  ihem  shall  be  so  intended  to  be  ex- 
ported ;  and  the  form  of  the  said  entry  shalL  be 
as  follows :  Entry  of  domestic  spirits,  intended  to 
be  exported  by  [here  insert  the  name  or  names,} 
on  board  of  the  [insert  the  denomination  and 
name  of  the  vessel  J  whereof  [insert  the  name  of 
the  master]  is  master,  for  [insert  the  port  or  plaee 
to  which  destined  J  for  the  benefit  of  drawback. 


Marks. 


Numbers. 


Casks  snd  contents. 


Gauge. 


And  the  said  collector  shall,  in  writing,  direct 
the  siirveyor  or  other  inspecting  officer  to  inspect, 
or  cAuse  to  be  inspHeeted,  the  spirits  so  notified  for 
exportation ;  and  if  they  shall  be  found  to  corre- 
spond fully  with  the  notice  concerning  the  same, 
and  shall  be  so  certified  by  the  said  surveyor,  or 
other  inspecting  officer,  the  ^aid  collector,  toge- 
ther with  the  naval  officer,  if  any  there  be,  shall 
grant  a  permit  for  lading  the  same,  on  board  of 
the  ship  or  vessel  named  in  such  notice  and  entry 
aa  aforesaid ;  which  lading  shall  be  performed 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  officer  by  whom 
the  same  shall  have  been  so  inspected ;  and  the 
said  exporter  or  exporters  shall  likewise  make 
oath  that  the  said  spirits,  so  notified  for  exporta- 
tion, and  laden  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  pre- 
vious to  the  clearance  thereof,  or  within  twenty 
days  after  such  clearance,  are  truly  intended  to 
be  exported  to  the  plaee  whereof  notice  shall  have 
been  given,  and  are  not  intended  to  be  relanded 
within  the  United  Stales  or  the  Territories  thereof. 

Sbc.  3.  And  b^  U further  enacted.  That,  for  all 
distilled  spirits  which  shall  be  exported  to  anv  for- 
eign port  or  place,  and  which  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  benefit  or  drawback,  in  virtue  of  this  act,  the 
exporter  or  exporters  shall  be  entitled  to  receijre 
from  the  collector  of  the  customs  for  such  dis- 
trict a  debenture  or  debentures,  assignable  by 
delivery  and  endorsement,  for  the  amount  of  the 
drawback  to  which  such  spirits  are  entitled,  which 
shall  be  received  in  payment  of  direct  taxes  and 
internal  duties  in  the  collection  district  in  which 
the  same  shall  be  granted  :  Provided^  iUwaye, 
That  the  collector  aforesaid  may  refuse  to  grant 
such  debenture  or  debentures,  in  case  it  shall 
appear  to  him  that  any  error  has  arisen,  or  any 
fraud  has  been  committed ;  and  in  case  of  such 
refusal,  if  the  debenture  or  debentures  claimed 
shall  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  it  shall  be  the 
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duty  of  the  aaid  collector  to  repfcceot  tlic  ease  to 
tiieCoiii{ytroller  of  the  Treantry,  who  shftU  deter- 
■uoe  WMtber  soch  debenture  or  debentures  shell 
be  granted  or  not.  And  fnwided  Jurther^  That 
in  no  ease  of  ao  eiportauon  of  spiriia  entitled  to 
drawback,  in  rirtue  of  this  act,  snail  a  debentnre 
Off  debeatnres  issue,  unless  the  exporter  or  export- 
ers  shall,  before  the  clearance  of  the  ship  or  Tcssel 
in  which  the  spiriu  were  laden  for  exportaition, 
or  within  twent]r  days  after  sooh  clearance,  make 
oath  or  affirmation  that  the  said  spiriis  notified 
for  exportation  as  aforesaid,  and  laden  on  board 
such  ship  or  vessel,  are  truly  intended  to  be  ex* 
ported  to  the  place  whereof  notice  shall  have  been 
mveo,  and  are  not  intended  to  be  islanded  within 
lae  United  States ;  aad  shall  moreover  give  bond, 
with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satiifaction  of 
ihe  coUeeton  in  a  sum  equal  to  double  the  aasoiMt 
of  the  sum  for  which  such  exporter  may  be  enti- 
tled to  claim  a  debenture,  conditioned  that  the 
Mid  smnts,  or  any  paet  thereof,  shall  not  be  le* 
landed  in  any  port  or  place  within  the  limits  of 
4he  United  States,  and  that  the  exporter  or  export- 
ers shall  produce,  within  the  time  iloitted,  the 
E roof  and  eertificaces  reqoiredi  of  the  seid  spirits 
aving  been  delivered  without  the  limits  aforesaid. 
Sec.  4«  And  be  UJuriherenactedf  That  the  said 
bond  shall  be  drawn,  as  near  as  may  be,  in  the 
same  formi  and  may  be  discharged  m  the  same 
manner,  as  are,  or  may  be  prescribed  by  law  in 
xelation  to  cases  where  drawback  is  allowed  on 
the  exportation  of  merchandise  imporbed  into  the 
United  States,  and  the  like  penalties  shall  be  in- 
curred, and  proceedings  had,  whether  in  regard  to 
officers  of  the  United  States  or  other  persons,  and 
the  same  fees  be  allowed  in  cases  relative  to  draw- 
hack  on  domestic  distilled  spirits,  as  in  cases  rel- 
ative to  drawback  on  foreign  spirits ;  and  the  form 
of  the  said .  bond,  and  at  the  other  documento. 
oaths,  and  affirmations,  not  herein  inserted,  shall 
he  prescribed  by  the  Treasury  Department. 

Ssc.  5.  And  be  UJurthtr  enacted^  That  in  all 
cases  in  which  drawback  shall  be  claimed  for 
spirits  made  out  of  molasses,  an  oath  or  aifirma- 
tion  shall  be  made  by  two  reputable  perscms  one 
of  whom  shall  not  be  the  exporter,  thai,  according 
to  their  belief^  the  said  spiriu  were  distilled  from 
molasses  of  foreign  production;  which  oath  or 
affirmation,  in  case  the  oolleetor  of  the  customs 
shall  not  be  satisfied  therewith,  shall  be  supported 
by  the  certificate  of  a  reputable  distiller  to  the 
same  effect 

See.  6.  AndbeUJurtherenactedi  That  in  addi- 
tion to  the  duty  at  present  authorised  to  be  drawn 
back  on  sugar  refined  within  the  United  States, 
and  exported  therefrom,  there  may  hereafter  be 
drawn  back  on  such  refined  sugar,  when  made 
out  of  sugar  imported  into  the  United  States,  the 
further  sum  of  four  cents  per  pound  without  de- 
duction, which  shall  be  allowed  under  the  same 
provisions  with  the  duty  now  permitted  to  be 
drawn  back;  and  furthermore,  on  the  express 
condition  that  the  person  exporting  the  same  shall 
•wear,  or  affirm  that  the  same,  according  to  his 
belief,  was  made  out  of  sugar  imported  from  a 
foreign  port  or  place ;  which  oath  oc  affifmntioPt 


in  case  the  cotteciar  of  theemmiMMVi 
satisfied  therewith,  shall  bs  sofpiMi bftkm 
tificate  of  a  reputable  rsfiaet  ef  apt  to  the  as 
effect,  and  that  the  diawbssl  si  vlasj  sipt 
heretofore  imported,  be  attswsd,  alitf  to  Ai 
regulations  applicable  to  the  dnwtadtf  iitia 
on  other  naported  mcieles. 

Sno.  7.  Amd  be  UjmiheremM,  Tkaiar 
principal  orassiatant  colleetaraf  thsi>iBMli» 
enoe,  or  collector  of  the  oQantt,or«(hflrfliai, 
shall  neglect  to  perform  thsdafiacsioiMiqa 
him  by  this  act,  he  shsii,  on  etsvictn  M 
forfeit  and  pay  asomnotlsBi  tkntwkuM 
dollars,  nor  more  than  five  hasdred  doUiiL 

Sbo.B.  AndbeUjwr^ktremM,'l\A^9k 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoaMid  doUmkai 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropristed.to  bepiidnid 
any  moaeys  in  the  Treasaiy,  sst  oilerfietr 
propriated,  to  he  applied  by  tbe  8eaettt]rof  i 
TrnuBury,  under  the  direeuooef  ilw  Mieiid 
the  United  Btmtcs,  in  the  hire,peitkDe,eb« 
ing  of  cnstom-hooses,  waie-hoaKS^ii^tti^w 
the  purposes  of  oollectingand  seeetisf  ikcirai| 
at  such  plaeee,andia  sueb  ^ommnkm 
deem  most  expedieoL— Approrsd,  A^J>,»» 


MM 


An  Act  making  luzthsr  spproprittionifa**!**' 
thoossnd  eight  fanndiM  ssdosa 

Be  U  enacted,  fc..  That  the  son  dm^ 
sand  dollars  be,  and  the  ssme  is  beiebj,i?l!tf>' 
ated  for  compensation  to  the  eommuuna  i^ 
pointed  under  an  act,  entitled  "AntctwMj* 
ize  the  payment  for  propertr  lost,  apftirj* 
destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  io  tke  junaj 
service  of  the  United  Suies,  ^^^^J^: 
poses"  and  ihe  further  sum  of  one  ttMfMj*; 
iars  for  compensation  to  the  clerk,  wiw;'"  IJ 
the  act  aforesaid ;  for  the  expense  »wfjj"» 

board  of  commissioners  •PPoin««*,"^.7ukl 
providing  for  the  indemaificatiooo(ce»^ 
uts  of  puUic  lands  in  the  Missinf.^^J: 
seven  hundred  dollars ;  ^^^^^^fj^ 
pensation  to  the  commissionen  »««»\,^ 
their  secretary,  four  thoussnd  a«"!*i*J:^ 


mtssiooers,  cnree  ioouswiu  «wm«-i -•  -  j,^. 
for  clerks  employed  by  the  Bwrd  ^f^^ 
missioners  seven  hundred  ami  ^^^1^1 
dition  to  the  former  ^m?^^'^Z^isr 

_   _    _  rT**<*«^'^* 

Missii^ipDi  territory,  emplored  K^^T^t 
of  that  Territory  from  the  fin^J^fjrj-daoa 
first  of  August,  one  thousand  «*r  ^"Ji^t  oJ 
fifteen,  two  hundred  do'l»"»  ^'^fJ.Liopffr 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  ^^  ^^ 
printed. — Approved,  April  30,  ISI"* 

Resolutions  directing  a  copy  ^^^^^ 
by  a  resolve  of  CongrMs,  sf  th.  f  *  ^J^rrf^ 
1818,  to  be  transmitted  to  esch  of  tw  ^"^ 
Snpzeme  Gonrt*  ,  ^m 
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of  the  doeameiits  ordered  to  be  i^ted  bf  a  m^ 
Bolre  of  the  Seoftte  Md  Howe  of  Represents^ 
tiTes  of  the  tweBti^seTeBth  of  Deeenber,  one 
tbooMod  eight  bimdred  and  tbirteoD,  the  fi(eere< 
tary  of  Stale  be,  aad  he  w  hereby,  authorised  to 
take  one  oopy  for  each  of  the  Judges  of  the  8a- 
pireine  Court  of  the  Uaited  States,  to  be  traos* 
mitted  to  said  Judges,  aceordtB|f  to  the  proTisioa 
of  the  vet  of  Congress  of  the  eighteeath  of  April, 
one  thousaod  eight  huodred  and  fbuiteea. 
Approved,  FeDruary  6, 1816. 

•KesohitiOB,  to  tadeaniify  the  surstist  of  Ceaiaiodoie 

John  Rodgen. 

MtoHtived^  4c.,  That  under  the  pceuliareireum- 
stanees  of  the  case,  of  an  appeal  taken  by  Com- 
modore John  Rodgers,  from  a  decree  of  the  Uaited 
States  eircttit  court  for  the  district  of  Massaehu* 
aetts,  affirming  that  of  the  district  court  for  the 
said  district,  to  the  Sopreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  ease  whersiu  John  Donnel  of  Bal- 
timore was  libellant,  and  the  said  John  Rod^rs 
and  John  Smith  were  respondents,  the  United 
States  will  indemnify  ana  save  hariQless  any 
person  who  may  become  sureties  for  the  said  John 
Kodgers,  in  a  bond  to  respond  the  final  judgment 
of  the  Sopreme  Court  on  the  said  appeal :  Pnh 
videdy  That  this  interposition  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  shall  not  be  considered  as  ioToiving 
them  in  any  other  engagement  or  responsibility, 
than  to  indemnify  and  save  harmless  the  saia 
sureties  from  eventual  loss,  on  account  of  such 
suretyship. 

Approved,  February  15, 1816. 


Resolution,  requesting  the  President  to  present  aied- 
als  to  Cmptain  Stewart  and  the  ofibere  of  the  frigate 
Constitution. 

ReBolved,  ^.,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  pre- 
aent  to  Captain  Charles  Stewart,  of  the  frigate 
Constitution,  a  gold  medal,  with  suitable  em- 
blems and  devices,  and  a  silver  medal,  with  suit- 
able emblems  and  devices,  to  each  commissioned 
officer  of  the  said  frigate,  in  testimon  v  of  the  high 
sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  the  gallantry, 
good  conduct,  and  services  of  Captain  Stewart, 
his  officers  and  crew,  in  the  capture  of  the  Brit- 
ish vessels  of  war.  the  Cyane  and  the  Levant, 
after  a  brave  and  skilful  combat. 

Approved,  February  22, 1816. 


Resolution,  requesting  the  Prseident  to  present  medalf 
to  Captain  Jamee  Biddle,  and  the  officers  of  the 
■loopH)f-war  Hornet 

Retolved,  f  c.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be^  and  he  is  is  hereby,  requested  to  present 
to  Captain  Jas.  Biddle^  of  thesloop-of-war  Hornet, 
a  gold  medal,  with  suitable  emblems  and  devices, 
and  a  silver  medal,  with  suitable  emblems  and 
devices,  to  each  commissioned  officer  of  the  said 
sloop«ot-war,  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense  en- 
tertained by  Congress  of  the  gallantry,  food  con- 
dact  and  serriees  of  Captain  Biddle,  his  officers 


aad  onw,  in  eaptnrtog  the  Brttish  sleaiHof-waff 
Penguin,  after  a  brave  and  skilful  oomba^ 
Approved,  February  22, 1816. 

Reaolntioa,  for  printing  the  laws  relative  to  natondi- 

sation. 

Remdvedy  f  c,  l^hat  the  Secretary  of  Sute  be 
authorized  and  directed  to  cause  to  be  printed 
four  thousand  copies  of  the  Laws  now  in  force  o^ 
the  subject  of  natuialisatioo*  And,  of  the  copies 
which  may  be  so  provided*,  two  shall  be  sent  to 
each  marshal  of  a  judicial  district  df  the  United 
States,  two  to  the  elerk  or  prothonooiry  for  each 
eooTt  of  the  United  States,  or  of  a  particuiat 
State,  which  may,  by  law.  admit  persons  to  be 
naturalized,  and  two  to  each  collector  of  the  cus- 
toms. The  remaining  copies,  after  reserving 
such  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may 
deem  proper  for  the  use  of  the  Executive  depart- 
ments, shall  be  placed  in  the  Library  of  Congress; 

Approved,  April  16, 1816. 


Reeolntion,  requiring  theSecretaay  of  State  to  compile 
and  print,  once  in  every  two  yean,  a  register  of  all 
officer!  and  agenta,  civil,  military,  and  naval,  in  the 
■erviee  of  the  United  Statea. 

Eeiolvedf  ^c.  That,  once  in  two  years,  a  regis- 
ter, containing  correct  lists  of  all  the  officers  and 
agents,  civil,  military,  and  naval,  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  made  op  to  the  last  day  of  Sep- 
tember of  each  year  in  wnich  a  new  Consress  Is 
to  assemble,  be  compiled  and  printed  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
State.  And  to  enable  him  to  form  such  register, 
he,  for  his  own  department,  and  the  heads  of  the 
other  departments,  respectively,  shall,  in  due  time, 
cause  such  lists  as  aforesaid,  of  all  officers  ana 
'  agents,  in  their  respective  departments,  including 
clerks,  cadets,  and  midshipmen,  to  be  made  and 
lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Department  of  State. 
And  the  said  lists,  shall  exhibit  the  amount  of 
compensation,  pay,  and  emoluments  allowed  to 
each  officer,  agent,  clerk,  ca^et,  and  midshipman, 
the  State  or  county  in  which  he  was  born,  and 
where  employed. 

2.  Eemved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navj 
subjoin  to  the  list  of  the  persons  employed  in  his 
department,  the  names,  force,  and  condition  of  all 
the  ships  and  vessels  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  and  when  and  where  ouflt. 

3.  Betolved,  That  five  huodred  copies  of  the 
said  register  be  printed ;  and  that  on  the  first 
Monday  in  January  in  each  year,  when  a  new 
Congress  shall  be  assembled,  there  be  delivered  to 
the  President,  the  Vice  President,  each  head  of  a 
department,  each  member  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
one  copy  of  such  roister;  and  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, each,  ten  copies,  for  the  use  of  the  re- 
spective houses ;  that  twenty-five  copies  shall  be 
deposited  in  the  Library  of  the  United  States,  at 
the  Seat  of  (Government,  to  be  used  like  other 
books  in  that  library,  and  that  the  residue  of  the 
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said  eonics  be  disposed  of  in  such  manDer  as  Con- 
gress sDall  from  time  to  time  direet. 

A,  BcBolved^  That,  for  the  ioformation  of  the 
present  Coomss,  such  register  as  aforesaid  be 

Srepared  ana  distributed  as  aforesaid,  on  the  first 
ay  of  its  next  session. 

Approved,  April  27,  1816.    . 


A  resolation  lelmtiTe  to  the  more  efieetaal  eolleelioBof 

the  pablie  rsvenue. 

Btaclvtd,  fc^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sary  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  required  and  directed 
to  adopt  soch  measures  as  he  may  deem  necessary 
to  cause,  as  soon  as  may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debts, 
or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or  becoming  pavable 
to  the  United  States,  to  be  collected  and  paid  in 
the  \e§^\  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  Trea- 
sury notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  as  by  law  provided  and  declared,  or  in  notes 
of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand 
in  the  said  l^gal  currency  of  the  United  States, 


and  that  from  and  after  the  tweniieih  day  of  1^ 
ruary  next,  no  soch  duties,  taxes, debts,  orseai 
of  money  aoeruing  or  becoming  ptfablelo  i!kc 
United  States  as  aforesaid,  ought  is  W  eoJIecifd 
or  received  otherwise  tbma  in  the  Icfil carre ocf 
of  the  United  States*  or  Treasury  &ou»,w  ooio 
of  the  Bank  of  the  Uoited  States,  or  ia  tan  of 
bank^  which  are  pay's  ble  and  paid  oo  deattiiQ 
the  said  legal  curreocir  of  the  Uaited  Siaio. 
Approved,  April  30,  1816. 


.,  anthorianir  <be  Prsssdeat  of  tfai  \kM 
States  Co  employ  a  ekilfol  s— iiilsaf  ia  ths  tmfti 
engineers. 

ReBolved,  fc.,  That  the  Presidefltof  iheUsi- 
ted  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aoihorixed  toca- 
ploy,  In  addition  to  the  corps  of  eagiaeenasBiv 
established,  a  skilful  assistant,  wbow  eoopesi- 
tion  shell  be  soch  as  the  President  of  tbe  Uahh 
States  shall  think  proper,  oot  exeeediag  t&eil- 
lowanee  to  the  chief  officer  of  that  eorpL 

Approved,  April  30,  1816. 
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TO  THE  PROCEBDINCM3  AND  DEBATES  OP  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF 

THE  FOURTEENTH  CONQRESS.— SENATE. 


A.  Ptge« 

Abbott,  WiUiam  F.,  and  others,  Mr.  Goldabo- 

rough  presented  the  petition  of,  referred    308 
Abolition  of  Slavery,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 
memoriftl  of  the  American  Convention 
for  promoting  the,  read  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee    -        .        -        .        -     147 
the  committee  discharged  from  consideration 

of  the  subject 336 

Accommodation  of  the  two  Houses,  Mr.  Daggett 
submitted  a  joint  resolution  to  adjourn, 
for  ^  specified  time»  for  the  purpose  of 
allowing  alterations  to  bo  made  in  the 
Senate  Chamber  and  Hall     -        -        -28 
postponed  to  the  third  of  January      -        •      30 
Accountability  of  Public  Expenditures,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Maoon,  the  Secretaries  of  the    > 
several  Departments  were  directed  to  re- 
port,  in  the  first  week  of  the  next  session, 
a  plan  to  insure  the  annaal  statement  of 
the  public  accounts,  and  a  more  certain     331 
Accounts  of  fix penditures,  on  the  building  occu- 
pied by  Congress,  presented  by  Mr.  La- 
cock      341 

Adjournment  of  the  two  Houses,  a  message 
from  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  that 
they  have  passed  a  resolution  for  the,  on 
the  20th  April,  instent   -        -        -        -    821 
read  the  first  time     -        -        -        -        -    323 
read  a  second  time    ....        -    826 
further  consideration  postponed  -        -    333 

the  day  changed  to  27th  April  -  -  -  ^  847 
again  changed  to  the  1st  day  of  May  -  -  848 
finally  altered  to  3d  April  -  -  -  -  365 
usual  interchange  of  messages  preparatory 

to 872 

Aldin,  Horatio^  db  Co.,  Mr.  Daggett  presented 

the  petition  of^  referred  -        -        -        -     124 
the  committee  discharged  ....    864 
Algerine  Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
Mientatives  distributing  a  sum  of  money 
among  the  eaptonof  tho  restored*  read    311 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •    814 
reported  without  amendment    ...    822 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        •    860 
road  a  third  time,  and  paased    ...    362 
AHen,  Thomas  I.,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  po* 

titton  of,  referred  to  the  Naval  Committee      24 
Alterations  in  the  War  and  Navy  Departments, 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
supplementary  to  the  act  making,  read 
three  times,  and  passed  ...    867 

American  Seamen,  Mr.  Sanford  submitted  a  re- 
solution respecting  the  confinement  of 
American  navigation  to  ...      28 

Mr.  Sanlbid  withdrew  hk  resolution  80 
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Page. 
Anderson,  Rev.  Joseph,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -  -  -  -  22 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  -  31 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 33 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -       84 
Application  of  Moneys,  Ac,  a  report  from  the 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  -        -      29 

same  from  the  Secretary  of  War       -        -      88 
Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  resolution  for  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  further  provision  on  the  subject 

of  the 170 

resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed   171 

Appropriating  two  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  the  purpose  therein  mention- 
ed, read 338 

read  a  second  time  .....  340 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  361 
read  a  third  time,  and  lost  •        •        >    862 

Argus,  United  States  brig,  a  bill  to  reward  the 

officers  and  crew  of  the,  read  -        .      46 

read  a  second  time     -  -  '     •        -      46 

indefit^itely  postponed        ....    129 

Armories,  a  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of 

the  superintendents  of  the,  at  Springfield 

and  Hsrpor's  Ferry,  read        ...    278 

read  a  second  time 281 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    335 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...     836 
Arms  and  Military  Equipments  for  Militia,  on 
molion  of  Mr.  Dana,  the   Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  lay  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  statement  of  the  sums  expended  for 
the  purchase  or  manufacture  of      -        .    279 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  com- 
pliance therewith  .....    301 
Arms,  impressed,  dice.,  Mr.  Campbell  communi- 
cated the  instructions  of  the  Legislature 
of  Tennessee  to  their  representatives  in 
relation  to      •        -  ...    134 

Army  and  Militia,  a  bill  from  the  Houiw  of  Rep- 
res^ntativee  making  sppropriations  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  the,  during  the  late 
war,  read  twice  end  referred  -        -        -      25 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      -----      26 

read  a  third  time»  and  passed  aa  amended  -      27 

Articles  manufactured  within  the  United  States, 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

to  repeal  the  duties  on  certain,  read        •     106 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        •     107 

reported  without  amendment     •       -    •  .    128 
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Articlat,  &c. — continued.  P*g«. 

ordered  to  ft  third  reading  ....     141 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     i^ 
Avistants  to  the  8ergeant-at-Arms  and  Door- 
keeper, a  resolution  fixing  the  pay  of  the, 
reaa  three  times,  and  passed  .        .        *    869 
Andnin,  P«ter,  a  bill  from  the  Hovm  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read       -        .    305 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    d09 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading         .....    354 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   - 

B. 


Pi^ 


Babbitt,  Jacob,  Mr.  Hunter  preseQted  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 

a  bfll  for  the  relief  of,  and  John  Dannis*  read 


18 
184 

read  a  second  time 137 

148 
161 


S13 
227 
230 
235 

31 

204 
205 
231 
235 
240 


258 

274 
276 
281 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Balttmore  and  Massachusetts  Bible  Societiea,  a 

bill  for  relief  of,  read       .... 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Mr.  Campbell  presented 

the  petition  of  the,  referred      ... 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  to  incorporate  the,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  . 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

debate  on  the  bill 

amendments  proposed        .... 
consideration  of  the  amendments    251,  253,  255, 

267 
debate  on  the  bill  as  amended    -        .        . 
reported  to  the  Senate,    and  ordored,  as 

amended,  to  be  printed   -  ,     . 

again  considered        ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

Bank  I^ptes,  Ac,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep* 

resentatives,  continuing  in  force  certain 

acts  laying  duties  on,  read      ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  » third  time,  and  pwed     ... 

Barbour,  James,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 
his  seat         ...... 

speech  of,  on  the  CoavenUeo  with  Grett 
Britain  ...... 

remarks  ofj  on  poatponing  the  bill  ralsUva 

to  militaxy  services  .        .       •        « 

speech  of,  on  a.propoaad  anpendmentof  the 

Constitution         ..... 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr*  King  •       •        • 

remarks  of,  on.  Mr.  Lacock's  resolution 

speech  oi^  on  the  United  Stalee  Bank  bill  - 

Barry,  William  T.,  of  Keatuckyr  appeared  and 

took  his  seat  ..... 

Bany,  Edward,  and  George  Hodge,  Mr.  Roberts 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred   • 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        .... 

read  a  second  time    -        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        - 

B8(^  John,  Mr.  Talbot  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred  •-•... 

Bitet,  Frederick.  (See  Cfwt^fhrd,  WUHanh  4«.) 


94 

96 

99 

101 

102 

9 

46 

211 

213 
217 
286 
241 

24 

33 
93 
95 
96 
101 

30 


Bayly,  Mountjoy,  Sergeant-at-Aratt,  Ac.,  Mr. 

Lacock  submitted  a  retolaiioD  vilbam- 

ing,  to  employ  an  assistant,  &c^  ml    . 

read  a  second  and  third  Uoie,  ud  pisd  * 

Bayou  SL  John,  a  bill  to  establiA  t  fort  ai  it- 

liffarr  at,  read 

read  a  second  time  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  psaaed  •  •  • 
returned  from  the  Honseof  Bepmettitifci, 
with  amendments  .  .  .  . 
which  were  considered  and  ooDcairad  in  • 
Bibb,  W.  W.,  of  Georgia,  appeared  tod  took  hii 

seat 

remarks  of,  on  the  ComjpeoMtioD  bill     • 
remarks  of,  on  a  resolotwii  to  lauad  tbt 

Constitution  

speech  of,  on  the  United  Statei  Buk  UH  • 
Bible  Society  of  Philadelphia,  Mr.  Roberti  pn- 
sented  the  memorial  of  the,refened     • 
an  adverse  report  thereon  .      .     •    • 
the  report  concurred  in     -      <     •     * 
of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Gore  prtceotai  Af 
petition  of  the,  referred        -     • 
(See  BsUimcre  and  IHatMi/kM^ 
bU  Societies.) 
Biddle,   Captain  James,  a  resolutioo  fina  tbe 
House  of  RepresenUtiTes,rsqinitii|tk 
President  of  the  United  SUlss  topmai 
medals  to,  and  his  offioen 
the  resolution  was  read 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  aoiuaoaily 

Bissell,  Abel,  and  others,  Mr.  Daggett  pnsuiid 

the  petition  of.  referred  •      •     *     * 

Boilevin,  Nicholas,  Mr.  TalbotesUedoptbepetf 

tion  of,  referred      -       •      •     '     ' 

an  advene. report  read       .      .     •     • 

report  concurred  in    -       •      •     '     ' 

the  committee  discharged  <  '     * 

Bmuity  Lands,  Mr.  Morrow  «aiMUttfldiniQlB* 

tion  concerning     -       -     *     '     * 
the  resolution  agreed  to     -     -     '     * 
a  Message  fiom  the  PresLJeDtoftlwUum 
State%  concerning  the  fuASsg»  of  w 
Michigan  lands  for,  referred  - 
.  a  bill  to  ascertain  and  esUbliab  the  wejt^ 
boundary  of  the  tract  reiefted  fw»  *•' 
read       -        -        •       -      *      "     ' 
read  a  second  time    -       -      -     '     * 
indefinitely  postponed 

Bowen,  BeioaauQ,  and  other  msm^P^^ 
petition  M.  Ht  increase  of  o>op«>«»"; 
was  presented,  and  rsftrrsd  • 
the-committee  distahesged  -      '     ^aJ 
Boyle,  Thomas  H.,  a  biU  from  the  HMMff*^ 
resentatives  for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  rtferrad 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -      '     * 
read  a  thiid  time,  and  passed    •      *     ' 
Brice's  Selection  of  Commercial  Ltwir  «  "r 
tion  of  Mr.  King,  the  fiscietaiy  of  "» 
Senate  was  ordered  to  prtcure  m  <^ 

pies  of '  .^ 

Briggs,  Isaac,  Mr.  Wells  iHesanted  thep«a»» 
of,  refened    -       .      -      •     '     * 
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Bfiggi«  IsMC—continQed.  P«g9« 

a  bUl  for  relief  of,  read      ....    253 

read  a  second  time 254 

indefiottely  poetponed        ....    334 

Bvighaffi,  Elijah,  a  menage  from  Ihe  Home  of 

Repreaentaltvet,  aniiouticirig  the  death  of, 

lade  a  Reprcaeiitatiire  from  Maavachiisetti ; 

the  usual  resolution  was  passed      «        -     106 

Brown,  Mr.,  remarks  o(  on  the  bill  relating'  to 

militaiy  services    -        -        .    '    .        -    211 
Btemeeton,  Isaac,  and  others,  Mr.  Goldsborough 

prasBiited  the  petition  0%  referred   -     *  -      43 
the  petition  of,  referfed      ....      43 
Btthetty  James  and  others,  Mr.  Hunter  pr^it^nted 

the  petition  of,  referred  «...      28 
Business,  on  motion  of  Mr:  Lacock,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  under  the  42d  rule,  for 

eonduoling 11 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Froilientin,  the  same  was 

done'under  the  22d  rale         -        -        -       1 1 
a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Represents* 
tives  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire 
whtt,  it  is  necessary  to  attend  to,  read    -    212 
read  a  second  time     .....    227 
read  la  third  time,  passed,  ami  committee 

appointed 230 

a  resoltttiott  from  the  House  of  Representa«> 
tites  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  "expediency  of  altering  the  mode 
of  traniacting  the,  of  Congress,  read  three 
'timer,  agreed  to,  and  committee  appointed  278 
report  of  the  joint  committee  on  the  last  re- 
solution, read        .....    301 

read  a  second  time 304 

indefinitely  postponed       ....    339 
Butler,  Paul  D.,  a  Mil  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

sentatites  for  relief  of,  read    ...    305 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -  309 

reported  with  an  amendment      -        - '       -    313 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  ...    345 

read  a  third  time,  and  ptseed  as  amended  -    353 

C. 

Caldwell,  John.    (See  iSfoo,  TAomos.) 

Canp,  John  G.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repi#* 

sentatives  for  relief  o^  read     ...  80 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •  91 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .        •        •        •        .  96 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        •        -  99 
Campbell,  George  Wt  of  TenBessee,  appear^ 

and  took  his  seat 9 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concemiag  the  eofir 

vention  with  Great  Britain    •        -        •  79 

reatrks  oU  on  the  Compenaalion  bill         •  85 

remarks  o(  on  the  United  Slatea  Bank  bUI  235 
Canadian  Volunteers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

RenresentatiTes  granting  bonntisnin  land 

and  extra  pay  to  certain,  read         -        •  146 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  145 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  161 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          -        -        -  163 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ^        •        •  165 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativei, 

supplementary  to  the  last,  read       -        -321 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        «  826 

reported  without  amendment     ...  335 

read  a  third  time,  and  ps^ssed     ...  349 

Cannon,  John  and  others,  Mr^  Taylor  presented 

the  petition  of,  refoned  -       -       •       -  41 


Page. 

Carroll,  Daniel  and  others,  Mr.  Daggett  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        •     250 
Carter,  Landon.    (8ee  Nebinger,  Gfiorgc) 
Carter.  Alfred  M.,  Mr.  Wells  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....     12^ 
an  adverse  report  thereon  .        -        .        ^    igi 
petition  recommitted  to  a  select  committee,    167 
^ee»  as  abore,  Nitbingtr,  George,) 
Caton,  Richard  and  others,  Mr.   Roberts  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referred     •     I  -      97 
the  committee  diacharged  ...    364 

Chnce»  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation 

bUl 187, 200,  SOS 

Central  Bank  of  Georgetown  and  Washington, 
Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  the  president,  &c.,  of  the,  pray- 
ing an  act  of  incorporation,  referred        -    146 
the  committee  discharged  ....    364 
Chaplains,  the  usual  resolntlon  §m  the  appoint- 
ment of  two,  read  -        -        -        -      1 1 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed  -      IS 
a  bill  fixing  the  compensation  ol^  read        -    361 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -       •        .    366 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    366' 
Cherokee  Indians,  a  message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  transmitting  copies 
of  a  convention  with  the,  read        -        -    324 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
carry  into  effect  the  oonventioa  with  th0i 
read      .......    355 

read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed    -    867 
Chesapeake  Bay,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the 
Secretary  of  the  ^avy   was  directed  to 
communicate  what  steps  have  been  taken 
to  ascertain  the  most  convenient  harbor  in 
the  waters  of  the    -----      27 

report  of  said  officer  in  obedience      -        -      94 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal,  a  bill  to  au- 
thorise subscription  to  the,  read      -        -    111 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    3O8 

Chittenden,  Janws.    (See  Diskbrcn,  Henry.) 
Clay,  Henry,  a  message  from  the  House  of  Repp 
resentatives  announcing  the  election  of, 
as  Speaker    ------      12 

Clerks,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, with  a  statement  of  the  sums  paid  to  . 
the,  in  his  Department  ...      39 

a  similar  report  and  statement  from  the  Poe^ 

master  General     .        •        -                 -      41 
ditto  from  the  War  Department        ,  •        -    307 
Clifford,  Thomas  and  John,  and  others,  a  bili 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  re- 
lief of,  read    32 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        •      84 
reported  without  amendment     ...    284 
the  diifd  reading  negatived        -        -        •    308 
Coast  Surveys,  Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  resolution 

on  the  subject  of S3l 

reeolution  agreed  to S49 

Coffee,  John  and  others,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented   . 

the  petition  of,  referred  ...        -    327 
Coffin,  David  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  House 

ofRepresentatives  for  relief  of         -        -    3S8 

read  a  first  time 330 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  333 
reported  with  an  amendment  ,  -  ,  -  -  838 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    858 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amtnded    868 
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Coles,  WUIet,  Mr.  Sanfon}  presented  the  petition 

oU  referred     ------     167 

an  adverse  report  read        .        .        -        .    234 
report  concurred  in,  and  petitioner  had  leate 
to  withdraw  his  petition        -        -  '     •    949 
Cohimhian   Inaorance    Company,  Mr.  Taylor 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -  31 
the  committee  discharged  ...  304 
Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  a  bill 
from  the  Houae  of  Representatiyes  for 
the  appointment  of  one,  and  abolishing 
the  offices  of  commissioner  and  superin- 
tendent   890 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        .    382 
reported  with  amendments        ...    343 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...    366 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    363 
Compenaation  to  Members  of  Congress,  a  bill 
from  the   House  of  RepresentatiTes  to 
change  the  mode  of,  read        ...     |83 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 192 

debate  on  the  bill 199 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        .        -    203 
Condict,  John,  from  New  Jersey,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 18 

Congress,  a  joint  resolution  filing  the  day  of  ad- 
journment of,  read  -        -        •        -    2rf  1 

read  a  second  time 253 

indefinitely  postponed        ....    333 
(See  Adjournment.) 
Constitution,  Mr.  Bibb  aubmitted  an  amendment 

to  the,  read 94 

read  a  second  time    -        .        .        .        .     ]61 
third  reading  negatived      -        -        -        -     163 
Mr.  Worthington  presented  the  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  disapproving 
the  amendments  of  the,  proposed  by  Mas- 
sacbusetta  and  Connecticut    -        -        -      99 
Mr.  Campbell  preaented  a  similar  resolu- 
tion of  the  liegislatur»4>f  Tennessee      -     132 
Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  presented  a  similar 

resolution  of  the  LegisI store  of  that  State    837 
Mr.  Varnum,  under  instructions  from  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  submitted 
a  resolution  to  amend  the,  read      -        -     158 
referred  to  a  committee  of  five  -        -        •    164 
reported  with  amendments        -        -        -     177 
indefiiiitely  postponed        ....    337 
Mr.  Sanford  submitted  a  reaolutioii  to  amend 
the,  read        ...  -170 

read  a  aecond  time 177 

Mr.  Mason  submitted  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia,  adopting  the 
amendment  of  the,  proposed  by  North 
Carolina,  for  dividing  the  several  States 
into  election  iHstricta  -  .  .  .  386 
Constitution,  U.  S.  frigate,  a  bill  to  reward  the 

officera  and  crew  of  the,  read  -  •  250 
read  a  second  time  -  .  -  .  «  351 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  .  253 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  257 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaentatives  to 
reward  the  officers  and  erew  of  the,  for 
the  capture  of  the  Levant,  read  -  -  315 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  •319 
reported  without  amendment  ...  322 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    850 

Tead  a  third  time,  and  paaaad     -        •        -    862 


Contracta^  report  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy, 
with  a  statement  of       -        <-       - 
report  from  the  Postmaster  General  - 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
Convention  with  Great  Britain,  the  Meange 
transmitting  oopiea  of  the  prochunalioii, 
noticing  the  ---... 
a  bill  to  regulate  commerce  aoooidiag  to  the, 
read      .------ 

read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed    - 
returned  from  the  House  of  Kepreaeata- 
tivea  with  an  amendment,  and  refenvd   - 
the  amendment  disagreed  to      •        .        • 
the  House  of  Representatives  insist,  and 
aak  a  conference    -•--.» 
Senate  insist,  and  agree  to  a  conferenee 
a  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  maiia* 

gers 

report  of  the  Senate  managen  ... 
'  read,  and  concumid  in       -        -        -        - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaentatives  of 
the  same  tenor,  read       .... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
Cook,  Alexander,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  pro> 

aented  the  memorial  o(  referred 
Copper  Mines,  on  Lake  Superior,  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  opening  and  working  oi  the, 
read      --.---- 

read  a  second  time,  and  the  third  .reading 
negatived      ---..- 
Costs,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  alter  and  amend  the  law  of,  read 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
indefinitely  postponed       -        -        .        . 
Courtney,  John  T.,  and  Samuel  Harriaon,  a  bill 
from  the  Houae  of  Repreaentatives  aa* 
thorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  OMnnevf 
to,  read  ------ 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     .       -        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .       -        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Cexe,  Dr.  John  Redman,  Mr.  Roberta  presented 
the  memorial  of,  referred        ... 
a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Represeatativca 

for  relief  of,,  read  -        -        -  .      - 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .        .        -        -        • 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased     ... 
the  committee  were  discharged  from  eoaaiil- 
eratiott  of  the  memorial  (rf*     -        -       - 
Crane,  Israel,  Mr.  Condict  presented  the  petitiott 
o^  referred    .-••-. 
Crawford,  William,  Frederick  Batea,  and  Wil- 
liam Oarraid,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  off 
Repreaentativea  for  relief  o(  read   • 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  aa  amended  - 
Croaby,  John,  senior  and  junior,  a  bill  from  the 
Houae  of  Repreaentativea  for  relief  of, 
read      ....... 

I       read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
leporteU  without  amcndmeni     - 
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•G^odbyt  John — oontinned. 

bill  Ofdertd  to  a  third  fwding    -        •        • 

r«adathird  tiiB«,  «ndfMM64l     •        • 

Oomberland  Rotd,  report  of  tho  Bceretaiy  of  tho 

TreMOry  on  the    -        -        -        -        - 

Ciitta,  Thornan,  jr.,  Mr.  Yamom  prwented  the 

peUtiott  of,  referred        -       -       - 

an  advene  report  thereon,  read  .        -        - 

the  report  concurred  in      »        -       *       - 

Cjane,  ship,  Mr.  Goldsborongh  aqbrnitted  a  res- 

\olation   directing  the  SecreUry  of  the 

Naty  to  lay  before  the  Senate  copiea  of 

all  the  eorreapondence  concerning  the 

capture  of  the        .        -        -        -        • 

the  reeolulion  agreed  to     •        ■•        -        - 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  in  obedience 

thereto '^   .* 

Mr.  G*  aubmitted  another  reaolation  oh  the 

Bubject  of  the  -  -  -  -  - 
which  waa  agreed  to 

Daggett,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  the  Compenaalion 

bill Io0>  lo* 

Dana,  Samuel  W.,  appeared,  and  took  hia  aeat  -      18 
remarka  of,  on  poatponing  a  reaolution  to 

amend  the  Conatitution  -  ^ 

apeech  o^  on  the  Compensation  bill    - 
apeech  o«,  on  a  proposed  amendment  of  th 

Conatitution 

remarka  of,  on  the  Bank  bill      -        - 
Dawaon  and  Murriaon,  Mr.  RoberU  preaented 
the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        -        - 
Decatur,  Commodore,  Mr.  Tait  communicated 
aundry  docnmenU  relating  to  the  opera 
ttona  of  the  aquadron  under,  read '  - 
Deciaiona  of  the  Supreme  Court,  a  tull  providing 
for  the  publication  of  the»  read 
referred  to  a  aelect  committee    - 
reported  with  amendroenU  ,      « 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    -        - 
DeUno,  Ignace,  Mr.  Brown  preaented  the  peU 
tion  of,  referred.     -        -        -        • 
a  favorable  report  read       .        -        - 
report  concurred  in  - 
a  biU  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repreaantap 

tivea  of,read-        .        .        .        - 
read  a  aecond  time    -        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  peaaed     -        • 
leave  granted  to  withdraw  the  petotion  and 
papera  -••""■        ' 
Dennia,  Johnj  Mr.  Hunter  preaented  the  petiaon 

of,  referred 

(See  Babbitt,  Jacob.) 
DeWoIi;  Jamea,  Mr.  Howell  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        -        "  .     «      ' 
Dick,  Samuel,  and  oihera,  a  bill  from  the  Houae 
Qf  Repreaentativea  for  the  relief  of,  read  - 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     .        -        • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     - 

Direct  Tar,  Mr.  Campbell  preaented  instruetiooa 
from  the  Legislature  of  Tenneaaee,  rota- 
tive to  the  expediency  of  delaying  the 
ooUeetion  of  the     -        -       -       -       - 
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Direct  Tax — continued.  Fagfc 
a  biU  flrom  the  Houae  of  Repreaentativea  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  the,  and  to  repeal 
certain  acta   -•.--- 
read  the  firat  time      -"       - 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendmenta         ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  aa  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  with  amend- 
menta  -        • 

a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repreaentativea 
aupplementary  to  the  act  laying  a  - 

read  the  firat  time 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendmenta         ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  amended  - 

,  the  Houae  of  Repreaenutivea  agreed  to  some 

and  disagreed  to  other  amendmenta 

the  Senate  receded  from  the  amendmenta 

dtaagreed  to 

Direct  Tax  and  Internal  Dutiea.  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Repreaentativea  to  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  the  collectora^of  the,  read    - 
read  a  aecopd  time,  and  referred 
'    reported  without  amendment     -        - 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  amended  - 
Dirouy  Dominique,   Mr.  Taylor  preaented  the 
petition  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

State 

Diabanded  Soldiera,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  in  certain 
caaea,  twice  read    .        -        -        -        • 
the  third  reading  negatived        ... 
Diahhron,  Henry,  and  Jamea  Chittenden ;  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Chace,  the  petition  of,  waa 
referred  to  the  Military  CommitUe 
the  aaid  committee  were  diacfiarged  - 
District  Banks,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treaaury,  exhibiting  the  condition  of 
the  inoorporated     -        -       -        -       - 

Diatrict  of  Columbia,  a  bill  concerning  the,  read 
read  a  aecond  time    .        -        -        -        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        <•        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  ite  paaaage  negatived 
incorporated  banks  of  the,  Mr.  Campbell 
aubmitted  a  reaolution  directing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treaaury  to  aaoertain  and 
lay  before  the  Senate  a  atatement  exhibit- 
%    in|^  the  condition  of  the,  &c  -        -        • 
amended,  and  agreed  to     •*       -       -        • 
Diatrict  Judge  of  New  York,  (Soofhern  dietriet,) 
a  hill  from  the  Houae  of  Repreaentativea 
providing  additional  eooapenaatibn  for  the 
read  twice,  and  referred     •        •        • 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        • 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     - 
DocumenU,  Mr.  Fromentin  aubmitted  a  reaoln 
tion  op  the  eubject  of,  printed 
reaolution  agreed  to  - 

Mr.  Maaon  aubmitted  a  reaolution  relative 

to  the  diatribution  of,  read      .        .        • 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  .        -        •        -        - 

read  a  third  time*  and  paaaed     .       -       • 
Dolpb,  Charles,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repre- 
aentativea for  relief  of  the  widow  and  child- 
ren of,  read  ------ 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referrid  • 


127 
364 


138 
148 
148 


310 


186 
188^ 


867 
861 


28 

97 
100 


816 
818 


INDEX. 


YlU 


Senait  Proceeding*  and  Dehatee. 


Page. 
Coles,  WUIet,  Mr.  Saaford  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred     ------     167 

an  adverse  report  read        -        .        .        .    334 
report  concurred  in,  and  petitioner  had  leave 
to  withdraw  his  petition        -        -  '     -    349 
CoTumbian   Insurance    Company,  Mr.  Taylor 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  •      31 

the  committee  discharged  ...    364 

Commissioner  of  the   Public  Buildings,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representstives  for 
the  appointment  of  one,  and  abolidiing 
the  offices  of  commissioner  and  superin- 
tendent        -        -        -        -        -        -    890 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....    833 

reported  with  amendments        ...    843 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         •        -        -    356 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    363 
Compensation  to  Members  of  Congress,  a  biH 
from  the   House  of  RepresentafiYes  to 
change  the  mode  of,  read        -        -        -     183 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 193 

debate  on  the  bill 199 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    303 
Condict,  John,  from  New  Jersey,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 18 

Congreos,  a  joint  resolution  filing  the  day  of  ad- 
journment of,  read  -        -        •        -    STil 
read  a  seeond  time    .....    353 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    333 
(Bee  Adioumment.) 
Constitution,  Mr.  Bibb  submitted  an  amendment 

to  the,  read 94 

read  a  second  time    *        -        •        -        -    161 
third  reading  negatived      ....     168 
Mr.  Wortbington  presented  the  resolution 
of  tbe  Legislature  of  Ohio  disapproving 
the  amendments  of  the,  proposed  by  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Conneetirut    -        -        -      99 
Mr.  Campbell  preaented  a  similar  resolu- 
tion of  tbe  liegislatore^of  Tennessee      •     133 
Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  presented  a  similar 

resolution  of  the  Legtslstore  of  that  State    837 
Mr.  Varnum,  under  instructions  from  the 
Legislature  of  Masaachusetts,  submitted 
a  resolution  to  amend  the,  read      -        -     158 
reforred  to  a  committee  of  five  ...    164 
reported  with  amendments        •        .        -    177 
indefiiiitely  postponed        ....    337 
Mr.  Sanfbra  anbmitted  a  resolution  to  amend 
the,  read        ...  -    170 

read  a  seeond  time 177 

Mr.  Mason  submitted  a  resolution  of  tbe 
Legislature  of  Virginia,  adopthig  the 
amendment  of  the,  proposed  by  North 
Carolina,  for  dividing  the  several  States 
into  election  districta  .  .  -  .  886 
Constitution,  U.  S.  frigste,  a  btll  to  reward  the 

officera  and  crew  of  the,  read         -        -    350 

read  a  second  time 351 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  .  363 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  .  357 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
reward  the  oflScera  and  crew  of  the,  for 
the  capture  of  the  Levant,  read  -  -  315 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred  -  •319 
reported  without  amendment  ...  333 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     350 

read  a  third  time,  and  paasod     .        «        .    863 


Contracts,  report  of  the  8ecreteij  oi  Ihe  ^9wj^ 

with  a  statement  of         -         -       •        -     3S 
report  from  the  Poataiaater  General  -       -      44 
report  irom  the  Socretnrjr  of  War     -      -      91 
Convention  with  Great   Britaio,  the  M 
transmitting  copiea  of  the 
notifying  the  -        -         -         -        •       -    t9 
a  bill  to  regulate  eommeroo  •crAwiing  to  the, 

read  ...  -  ...31 
read  a  aecond  and  third  Cuseip  and  paasod  -  4i 
returned  from   the  Honsa    of  Rcpfesanta- 

tives  with  an  amendmont,  and  refinod  -  U7 
the  amendment  disagreed  to  -  -  -  Ul 
the  House  of  KepresentntiToa   insist,  and 

aak  a  conference   -        -         »        -       -    IJt 

Senate  insist,  and  agree  to  n  ooolcscnee     -    lit 

a  message  from  the  Honee  of 

tives  agreeing  to  the  report  of  tbo 

gers Its 

report  of  the  Senate  manngen  -        -       -    lit 
^  read,  and  concur!^  in        -         -         -       -    161 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rfpiiwi  iil alius  ef 

the  same  tenor,  read       -         -        .       .     43 
read  a  second  time,  and  tmSerw^A  .      -     44 

reported  without  amendment      -        .      .     45 
Cook,  Alexander,  and  others*  Mr.  fiohertspm- 

aented  the  memorial  oU  referred      .      .      89 
Copper  Mines,  on  Lake  Superior*  n  bill  ta  an- 
thorixe  the  opening  and  working  of  iIm, 
read      .        .        - 
read  a  second  time,  and  the  third  readii^ 
neg^tWed      .        .        .         , 
Coats,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep 

to  alter  and  amend  the  law  of,  rend 
read  a  second  time,  and  relemd 
reported  without  amendment 
indefinitely  postponed        ... 
Courtney,  John  T.,  and  Samuel  Harrison* 

from  the  House  of  Repreaentativco  aa- 
thoriaing  the  payment  of  a  snaa  efisnej 
to,  read  ......    31& 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred        -        -    319 
reported  without  amendment     .       .       - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -       -       . 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed     ... 
Coxe,  Dr.  John  Redman,  Mr.  Boberia  preeented 
the  memorial  of,  refeneJ        .        •       • 
a  bill  from  the  House  of 

for  relief  of,  read  • 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment,  and  ordeved 
to  a  third  reading  •        .        -        .        . 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased     ... 
the  committee  were  discharged  fimoi 
oration  of  the  menKHrial  of     - 
Crane,  larael,  Mr.  Condict  presented  the  potitiatt 

o^  referred    «•«...     136 
Crawferd,  William,  Frederick  Bate%  and  WO* 
liam  Oarrard,  a  bill  from  the  Honaa  of 
Repreaenuttvee  for  relief  o(  mad   -         -     311 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred  -        «    314 

Kported  with  amendmenta         ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

i«ad  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    354 
Crosby,  John,  senior  and  junior,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Repreaentativea  for  rdief  o^ 
read      -----..316 

\       read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred        -        •   JM 
reported  without  amendment     «        .        -   stS 
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•Gradby,  John — continued. 

bill  Ofdertd  to  a  third  fwding   .        .        • 
r«ad  a  third  time,  and  pened     -        • 
Camberland  Rotd,  report  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the 

Treeiury  on  the    - 

Ciitte,Thoaiaii,jr.,  Mr.  Yamom  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .... 

an  advefee  report  thereon,  read  .        •        • 

the  repoft  concurred  in      •        -       •       * 

Cjane,  thip,  Mr.  Goldsborongh  eubmitted  a  rea- 

\olation   directing  the  SecreUry  of  the 

Navy  to  lay  before  the  Senate  copies  of 

all  the  oorreepondence  concerning  the 

capture  of  the        -        -        .        -        - 

the  resolution  agreed  to     -        <        -        * 

a  report  from  the  SecreUry  in  obedience 

thereto - 

Mr.  G.  submitted  another  resolution  oA  the 

subject  of  the 

which  was  agreed  to 

D. 

Daggett,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation 

bill '      1®^» 

Dana,  Samuel  W..  appeared,  and  took  bis  seat  - 
remarks  oC  on  postponing  a  resolution  to 

amend  the  Constitution  •        - 

speech  o^  on  the  Compensation  bill   - 
speech  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  --;"'' 
remarka  of,  on  the  Bank  bill      *        '        ' 
Dawson  and  Murrison,  Mr.  RoberU  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  -        ■        "        : 
Decatur,  Commodore,  Mr.  Tait  communicated 
sundry  documents  relating  to  the  opera- 
tions of  ^e  squadron  under,  read  - 
Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  a  bill  providiAg 
for  the  publication  of  the»  read 
referred  to  a  select  committee    .        -        - 
reported  with  amendroenU  .     •        -        • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        - 
D^no,  Ignace,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  peto- 
tion  of,  referred.     .        -        -        •        • 
a  favorable  report  read       .        .        -        - 
report  concurred  in  - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represanU- 
tiveaof,read-        ---•-. 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time#  and  passed     -        -        - 
leave  granted  to  withdraw  the  petition  and 

papem  -        -        •        ",'.'..   ^ 
Dennis,  Johoi  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  peUUon 
of,  referred    .        -        -         ... 
(See  Babbitt,  Jacob.) 
DeWoK  James,  Mr.  HowcU  presented  the  peti- 
tion 0^  referred      -       ."',;, 
Dick,  Samuel,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  House 
qf  RepresenUtives  for  the  relief  of,  read  • 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     .        -        - 
ordeied  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 

Direct  Tax,  Mr.  Campbell  presented  instructions 
from  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  rela- 
tive to  the  expediency  of  delaying  the 
collection  of  the     •       -       -       -        - 
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Direct  Tax — continued.  Fage^ 

a  biU  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  the,  and  to  repeal 
certain  acts    -        -        •        -       -        -    134 
read  tiie  first  time      -        -  -        -    138 
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read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments  -        -        - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
supplementary  to  the  act  laying  a  - 

read  the  first  time 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
^  the  House  ofReoresentatives  agreed  to  some 
and  disagreed  to  other  amendments 

the  Senate  receded  from  the  amendments 
disagreed  to 

Direct  Tax  and  Internal  Duties,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  the  coUectors.of  the^  read    - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
'   reported  without  amendment     -        -        - 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
Diron,  Dominique,   Mr.  Taylor  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

State 

Dbbanded  Soldiers,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  in  certain 

cases,  twice  read    -        -        -        -        r      *4 

the  third  reading  negatived        ... 
Dishhron,  Henry,  and  James  Chittenden ;  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Chace,  the  petition  of,  was 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee 
the  said  committee  were  discharged   - 
District  Banks,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  exhibiting  the  condition  of 
the  incorporated     -        -        -        -        - 

District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  concerning  the,  read    148 
read  a  second  time    .        .        -        -        -    148 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    808 

read  a  third  time,  and  its  passage  negatived    810 
incorporated  banks  of  the,  Mr.  Campbell 
submitted  a  resolution  directing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  ascertain  arid 
lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement  exhibit- 
%    ing  the  condition  of  the,  &c.  -        -        - 
amended,  and  agreed  to     «       -       •        - 
District  Judge  of  New  York,  (Sonthern  distriet,) 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
providing  additional  oompensatibn  for  tha    880 
rsad  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -  *•* 

reported  withoot  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       -        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Documents,  Mr.  Fromentin  submitted  a  resoln 
tion  on  the  safajeet  of,  printed 
resolution  agreed  to  -        -        - 
Mr.  Mason  submitted  a  resolution  relative 
to  the  distribution  of,  read      -        -        • 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading         .        -        .        -        . 
read  a  titird  time»  and  passed     -        -        - 
Dolph,  Charles,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Refwa- 
aentatives  for  relief  of  the  widow  and  child- 
ren of,  read  ------ 

read^a  aeeond  time,-  and  referred  • 
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Haiper,  Robert  G. — continued.  Pmge. 

remajrkfl  of,  on  Mr.  Lsooek's  rMolation  on 

the  nme  f abject    •       -       •        -  .    22ft 

fpcech  o^  on  the  Navigation  bill        •  -    280 

speech  of,  in  replj  to  Mr.  King  -        •  •    294 

Htniaon,  Major  General  W.  H.,  a  reeolatton  di- 
recting a  medal  to  be  etraek  and  preeent- 
ed,  with  the  thanks  of  Congress,  to,  read    253 
read  a  second  time    -        -        •        -        •    254 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock,  8enate  sitting  aa 
a  Committee,  the  resolatton  was  amend- 
ed, by  striking  out  the  name  of      -        -    316 
the  Senate  did  not  agree,  and  the  resolution 
was  recommitted   .....    394 

Hlfft,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Williams  present- 
ed the  memorial  of         ....      49 
Harrard  College,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatiTcs,  remitting  certain  duties  on 
hooka  imported  for  the  use  of,  and  on  the 
carriage  and  personal  baggage  of  Govern- 
or Gore,  of  Upper  Canada      ...    255 
read,  and  psssed  to  a  second  reading  •        -    256 
read  a  second  timet  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 276 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    279 
Heath,  Nathaniel  H.    (See  Renner,  Daniel) 
Hendricks,  Herman,  Mr.  Sanford  pretented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....     102 
'   committee  discharged,  and  petition  referred 

to  the  Finance  Committee     ...     104 
lant  oommittee  discharged,  and  leav^  given 
to  wiihdiaw  the  petition  -       -    320 

Henry,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      ...     129 
committee  discharged,  and  leave  given  to 
withdraw  the  petition    ....     147 

Hieks,  George,  a  gratuity  granted  to,  for  uniform 

good  conduct 373 

Hodge,  George.    (See  Barry,  Edward,) 

Bolkar,  John,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury         36 

report  of  that  officer  read  ....  153 

referred  to  a  select  committee    ...  157 

a  bill  for  reUef  of,  read        -                -        -  184 

read  a  second  time IBS 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  230 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  285 

Hornet,  Sloop-of-war,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  rewarding  the  ofiBcers  and 

crew  of  the -  135 

read  a  first  time  -        -        -    ,   -  136 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  138 

reported  without  amendment     •      '  •        -  142 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  145 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  146 

Sonea  loot,  Mr.  Talbot  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  praying  com- 
^nsation  ibr,  referred    -        -        -        -      37 

Hotehkiss,  Wm.  L.,  and  others,  Mr.  Daggett 

presented  the  petition  of^  referred  -        -    104 

Household  Furnitore,  d^,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  repeal  the  act  laying 

duties  on,  read       .....  228 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •  229 

reported  without  amendment     ...  252 

otdered  to  a  third  reading  ...  257 

rMd  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  279 
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Hubbard,  Nebemiah,  and  othen,  Mr.Duupe* 

sented  the  memorisl  of  -  .  10 

(See  Middletaum,  Cmaudied) 
Hull,  Jabes,  a  bill  from  the  HoiueofBc|BMi. 

atives  for  relief  of,  read  -       •     •    •    St 
read  a  second  time,  fmd  referred      •    .   t9 

L 

lUinoia  Territory,  a  hiXk  fimn  the  Evrndte^ 
rcaentativeB  making  further  pronaoB  it 
settling  datms  to  land  in,  md     •     • 
read  a  seeond  time,  and  refarcd      -     • 
reported  with  amendments  •     • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •     • 

read  a  third  time,  and  pssssd  is  imtM  • 
a  biU  from  the  House  of  RefvcseBtatiia 
supplementary  to  the  act  definiiif  tfai  d^ 
ties  of  the  Jndgee  of 
read,  and  paeeed  to  a  aecondretAig 
read  a  second  time,  and  referrsd 
repotted  witii  amendments 
ordered  to  a  third  raading 
read  a  third  tim«,«Bd  pMssd  u  sbcbM 
the  House  of  Rept«aenutivesdiii«Rd,ii^ 
the 'Senate  receded  .     .    • 

Illinois  and  Wabaah  Canal.    (See  0%,^ 

mon.) 
Imported  SaH,  n  bill  fnt$  the  HeoMtf  lep- 
sentativee  to  continue  in  ibroe  ifaiictii- 
poeiog  a  duty  on,  dkc,  resd  -- 
.  read  a  second  time,  and  referrtd 
reported  wtlhont  am«Bdmeats  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  timo,  and  pused    - 
Impoffs  and  Tonnage,  a  hill  from  UwHowtf 
Representativoa  to  n^ats  ^  dotiei  m, 
read      •        •        .       .      -     •    • 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred      •    * 
reported  with  amendments       -     - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  tf  mtW  • 
Increase  of  Salariea  oi  the  oAcen  d  &»>* 
ment  therein  mentioned,  a  UI|i>*i<N 
for  the,  read  -        .       •     '     ' 

read  a  second  time    - 
third  reading  negatived     - 
Indemnification  of  Misaisaippi  Lend  Quaato. 
a  bill  further  auppleaientaxy ^^^ 
preividing  for  the,  read  -      -     *    ' 
read  a  aeeend  time,  and  refemd      - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
reported  engroaned,  and  reosmaitted 
reported  with  an  amendmeat    • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  aoeoded 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    • 
;retnmed  from  the  House  of  Bepn^l^**' 
with  amendments,  and  ooncomd  ii    ' 
Indian  Affairs,  a  report  from  the  Seoctiqf" 
War,  in  relation  to        "      "     '  dJ 
Indian  Donation  of  Lands,  a  Mesiag«  ^^ 
President  of  the  United  Statsi^iOi»("* 
fact  of  an,  to  General  Jscksoo  iiidotMni 
and  recommending  confiiflittiM  - 
(See  Jaekion,  Gen,  Andrem^) 
Indiana  Territory,  a  memorial  of  the  Legiil>»* 
of,  praying  authority  to  bold  •  c^nar 
tion,  form  a  oonatilntioo,  dec*,  refenea 
another  from  the  same,  pnjfiiif  *  **>*Pf^ 
aion  of  proaecution  uoder  the  ici  1*^ 
manufecturee^  referred  -      -      '     ' 
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Indiana  Territory— continned. 

the  copnnittae  djschavgad  irom  farther  oon* 
fidermtion  of  it 

a  bill  from  the  Hooso.of  Repreoentativea  to 
enable  the  people  of,  to  form  a  eonatitii- 
lion,  d^,  for  admiwion  into  the  Union  - 

read,  and  pasaed  to  a  aecond  reading 

read  a  eeeond  time,  and  referred 

Mr.  Daggett  aaboiitted  a  naolotioB  inetmot- 
ingthe  committee  to  inquire  Into  and  re- 
port the  actaal  number  of  inhabitante  in 

the  committee  to  whom  the  biU  was  refoored 
diachargedr  and  the  bill  referred  to  anolfaer 
committee     -        -  >     - 

l^t  committee  reported  the  bill  with  amend- 
ments, together  with  a  certified  etntement 
ofthecensni         .       «       •        .        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  ae  aisended 

read  a  third  time,  and  paascd  aa  amended  * 
Inapectora,  Meaaureri,  dtc,  a  bill  from  the  Uonae 
of  Repreaentativfs  to  increaae  the  com- 
penaation  of,  read  -.<-..    80$ 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred         •        -    309 
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880 
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878 
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'  reported  without  amendment     -        •        . 

'  ordered'  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,,  and  pacsed     -        -        . 

<    Internal  Improvement,  report  and  bill  on  the 

■object  of      ...... 

I    Invalid  Pensionera,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of 
r  RepreaentatiYes  concerning,  read    - 

I  read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

r  reported  with  amendments,  read  -a  third* 

I  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

Invalida,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  ReprcsentatlTea 
to  increaae  the  pensions  of,  in  certain 
cases,  dt&,  read     -        -        -        - 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        '. 

J. 

Jackson,  Major  General  Andrew,  a  billconfirming 
an  Indian  donation  of  land  to»  read 
read  a  second  time    •        •        .        .       « 
indefinitely  postponed        .... 
Jail  and  Court^Bouse,  in  Alexandria,  D.  C,  a 
bill  from  the  Houae  of  RepceaentatiTea  to 
enable  the  leTy  court  of  Alexandria  coun- 
ty to  lay  a  tax  for  erecting  a,  read  -        -    830 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •    388 
reported  without  amendment     ...    838 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        >    357 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        -        -    361 
Jarvis,  Barah,  and  others,  Mr.  Yarnum  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred     ....      31 
committee  discharged,  ahd  petition  referred 

to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury    -        -      48 
report  of  ^hat  officer  thereon      -        -        -    137 
Mr.  Yarnum  communicated  sundry  docu- 
ments to  be  filed  with  the  petition  of     -    808 
Jeflerson,  United  States  brig.  (See  Joner,  Robert,) 
Jewett,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentativea  to  authorize  the  discharge  of, 
from  imprisonment,  read        -        •        -      40 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred         -        .      41 
reported  with  an  amendment     -        -        •      44 
caae  referred  to  Secretary  of  the  Treasury      46 
report  of  that  officer  thereon      -        -        •      93 
the  third  reading  oegatived       ...      93 
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Johnson,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Wilson  presanl- 

ed  the  petition  of,  referred 
Jonee,  Captain  Thomaa  Ap  Cateeby,  Mr.  Brown 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred  • 
committee  diechaiged,  and  leave  given  to 
withdraw  the  petition    -        -        -        - 

a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repreaentativee  for 
relief  of,  read         ..... 

read  a  eeeond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     •        -        • 
ordnrad  to  a  third  reading  •        -        •        . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Jonee,  Walter,  and  others,  Mr.  Lacock  preaentad 

the  petition  of,  referred  •        •        . 
Jones,  Robert,  and  others,  of  the  United  Statee 
brig  Jelfenon,  Mr«  Roberto  pnaented  the 
petition  of,  referred        ....    139 

committee  dischargedt  and  leave  given  to 
withdraw  the  petition    .        •       •       .    147 
Jonee,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Froraentin  pse- 

aented  the  memorial  of,  referred     -        -    141 
the  committee  diecharged  ....    866 

Judge  Advocatea  in  the  Navy,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Sanford,  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  law  for  the  appoint- 
ment of         ......    187 

Judgee  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Mr.  Daggett  aub- 
mitted  a  resolution  instructing  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  increaaing  the  salaries  of      -     193 
the  reeolution  indefinitely  poetponed  -        -    834 
(See  InereoMC  of  Salariea,) 
Jurisprudence,  a  bill  Oom  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentativee  authorising  the  judges  of  the 
circuit  court,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
to  prepare  a  code  of,  for  said  District,  read    889 

read  a  aecond  time    -  - 341 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    368 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  aa  amended    864 

Kaakaskia,  bill  from  the  Hou^e  of  Representa- 
tives to  establish  a  land  diatrict  north  of 

thediatrictof 888 

read,  and  paased  to  a  second  reading         •  330 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred        -        -  333 

reported  without  amendment     ...  386 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  367 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed     «        .        •  368 

Kealer,  Ebenexer,  and  John  Francis,  a  bill  firom 

thejiouae  of  Representatives  to  diachaige, 

from  imprisonment        ....  866 

read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading        -  866 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred    .   -        -  876 

reported,  without  amendment    .        -        -  819 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  346 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -  368 
Kemp,  Xames,  Right  Rev.  Bishop  of  Maryland, 
Mr.  Goldsborough  presented  a  memorial 

of,  referred    ......  130 

(See  Baitimort  and  ManaekuMeite  Bible 
Sodetiea^ 
Kidd,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Reprov 

sentatives  for  the  relief  of        -        .        -  886 

read,  and  pasaed  to  a  second  reading  -  856 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  875 

reported  without  amendment    -        .       .  880 

the  third  reading  negatived  .  836 
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Kimbeily*  THrnA,  and  othen,  Mr.  Dtgyttt  pt«- 

-  tented  the  petition  of     •        -        .    .    . 
King,  Rofuo,  of  nwm  York^  ftppeotcd  tnd  tooli 

-  his  seat         -       ^ 

■peoeh  of,  on  a  |m>poaitton  to  amond  the 

Conetitution  •        •        .        .        . 

rtmarkii  of,  on  a  rMolmion  ofiered  by  Mr. 

Laooek 
■peeeh  of,  on  tho  United  Statae  Bank  Ull  - 
rcmarkB  of,  on  the  Navigation  bill     - 
Kag,  Charlee,  and  otheia,  Mr.  Honey  pKoen^ad 
the  petition  of,  re£wred  .        .        . 

(Baa  LotUry  in  Gemekmm,) 
KiBieari  Edmond,  Mr.  &berts  praaentad  Ibe 
memorial  of,  nfrrred     .... 
Knoxvilky  Tanneaiae,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liame,  a  committee  wat  appointed  <o  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authoriaing 
the  eale  of  a  lot,  the  properly  of  tlia  Uni- 
ted Stataa,  in  the  town  of      *        •        . 
Kurtz,  Andrew^  a  biU  from  (he  Hooaa  of  Repia- 
ientatiyes,  aoihorizing  and  requiring  th* 
Secretary  of  Bute  to  isene  iettaia  patent 

tOtfcad 

read  a  eeeond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendmant     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  paeaed    ... 
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Jiaeodt,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  poatpone 
the  consideration  of  a  resolution  to  amend 
the  Constitution    -        «        -        -        -    168 
speech  oj^  on  the  proposed  amendment       -    229 
ramarka  o^  on  hts  own  motion  to  amend 
the  Constitution    -        -        .        ...    225 

Lambert,  William,  a  communication  from,  rela- 
tite  to  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  read, 
and  laid  on  the  table      ....      38 

L«Bd  Claims  in  Ijouisiana,  a  bill  fixing  the  aon* 
pensation  of  the  oommiesioners,    clerk, 
and  translator,  of  the  board  for,  read       -    300 
read  a  second  time    .....    804 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        .    338 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  *        -        .    342 
Land  Office,  a  bill  to  establish  a,  for  the  distriot 
esst  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  Island  of 
New  Orleans,  read  •  ^     .        .        '281 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -  '      .        .    297 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •    336 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    842 
Landrum,  Abner,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  -        -        -        -        -     125 

Gomffiittee  discharged  from  its  fbtther  con- 
aiderntion      ......     364 

Lane,  Daniel  C,  and  Patrick  Shields,  associate 
judges  of  Harrison  county,  Intfiaoa  Ter- 
ritory, the  memwial  of  referred 
Lasdasy  John  de,  and  others^  Mr.  Roberta  pre* 
.ientad  the  memorial  of  snndty  inhabitants 
of  Louisiana  in  behalf  of,  refeired  • 
an  adverse  report  thereon  .        .        <-        . 
the  report  considered,  and  concurred  in 
thaoommittee  discharged  from  its  farther 

consideration         -    .    - 
leave  given  to  withdraw  the  papers  in  the 
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Laiw,  Thomas,  and  othen,  Mr.  Bl^  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  •        •        .        . 
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Law  Ltbvuy,  a  Mil  toeatabttsh  a,  st  tiwSeatttr 
Government  for  the  use  of  the  Bopreme 
Gomt,  reed   ... 
read  a  second  time    - 
referred  to  a  select  committee 
reported  with  attendmentB 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 
read  at8kiid  time,  and  pMsed 
Lawrenee,  Lientensat  Colonei  WiHitia,  tnd 
otheta,  Mr.  WilKame  presentiri  the  peli 
tuHi  of,  rsnrred  * 

'  a  MU  Ibr  the  reliefer  read 
read  a  second  time    - 
ordoMd  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  ^nie,  and  passed 
L^  Barron,  Francis,  Mr.  Yamum  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred       .... 
Lee,  Roaw<ell.    (See  Armme$,) 
Leiper,  Thomaa,  and  others,  Mir.  Roberti  pre* 

■anted  the  memorial  of,  referred    • 
Levins,  Jamcs^  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  pedtioQ 
of,  referred    -        -        -       .       -     » 
'   a  bill  from  the  Hattse  of  Representslivetn- 
thoriiing  payment  of  a  son  of  mwkfij% 
read      •        -  *      -        -       *> 
read  a  aeoond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  toaliiird  reading 
read  a  third  time,  aaid  psssed    - 

Lewis,  Moses,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Bepreieat- 
stives  directing  the'discharge  of,  from  in- 
prisonment   ...  •      * 

read,  and  passed  to  a  second  readiag 
read  a  second  time,  snd  referred 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .       •      •      - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -      - 
Library,  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  oo 

the •     • 

a  report  of  said  committee  relating  to  ^^  ' 
a  bill  farther  piovidlogfeir  the,  read  - 
read  a  second  time    -        -       •      *      * 
referred  to  a  select  committee   •      •      \ 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordffta 
'  to  a  Chird  reading .        .       -      *      * 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased    • 
retnrnad  from  the  House  of  Repreteataum 
with  asMndmenta .        .       -      -      * 
read,  and  concurred  in       •       -      '      ' 
Licenses  to  Retailers,  dec:,  a  bill  from  the  Hovie 
of  Representatives  to  reduce  the  doties  on 
read      .        -        -        -       • 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -  . 

Light-Houses,  a  bill  to  erect  one  at  the  mooin  ot 
the  Mississippi,  read 
read  a  second  time    -  . 
indefinitely  postponed        -  ^ 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  lor 

building  three,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     > 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    - 
Liquidation  of  certain  Claims,  a  bUl  frm  tM 

House  of  Representatives  for  the,  «^  ^ 
read 
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INDEX. 


StmaiM  Pr9§eedifig9  ami  DebaUs. 


Uon  of  eertain  Clumi — coaliniNd. 
Tiad  a  i«co«4  tui«>  and  nkmA 
reported  wiib  an  asnaailBiaiit    - 
a  thkd  readiotg  negatived  ... 
Lattle   Goll  Jfland.     (See  Mebuiidimg 

Aofieef.) 

Xivingeloiit  Cornelia,  and  otheve*  Mr.  Kioy  yie- 
aented  Ibe  pely^on  oi,  feliurvd 
eommittee  diaeharged       r        •  '     «• 
{attcation  of  a  Roa4»  Mr-  Bugglea  anfaBitted  >& 
resoltttion  coneeratng  the       ... 
agieed  to- 
lAQOgdem  John,  and  oihe«»  Mn  Tayl«r  preaent- 
ed  the  petition  of,  referred      ,        «        • 
another  from  the  aarae,  laferrad  aa  above    • 
eommittee  diichaicedfeam  thttr  futhascon- 
akbmtion     -«•.•- 
LflPgillide  of  the  Capitol,  a  raiotetion  from  the 
Hooae  of  Repraasntativef,  seqaeating  the 
Pretident  of  the  Unitod  Stalaa  to  eanae 
fiarther  obaerrationa  to  be  made,  to  aaoia* 
tain  the,  read         .        .        »        .        • 
read  a  Moeod  time    .       .       .       .       • 
a  third  reading  negatived  .... 
Longitreth,  Thomaa  M.,  and  othen,  Mr.  Boberta 
preaentad  the  memorial  and  remooataanee 
of,  againat  certain  dntiet,  retevad  - 
liapmia,  Gnatavoa,  a  bili  feom  the  Honae  of  Rep* 
reientativea  for  relief  of,  read  ^ 
read  a  aecond  time^  and  lefenad 
reported  wiihoot  amendment     ... 
oi^erad  to  a  third  reading «-        *        .    '• 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaied     .        .        «. 
Loomia>  Eraatna,  a  bili  from  tho  Hooae  of  Repio> 
aantativeefor  raliaf  of    -       -        .        • 
read  and  passed  to  a  aeoond  reading  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  leferfed 
repovtnd  without  amendment    ... 
read  a  tblid  time,  and  paaaed     ... 
Ijtfst  Certificates  of  Loan,  a  report  from  the  fieo- 
rstary  of  the  Treaanry  on  the  snl^eet  oif 
laid  on  the  table    ..... 
I^4Mit  Military  Land  Wananta,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Repreaentativee  providag  lar 
cases  of,  dec.  ... 

read,  and  passed  to  a  seeond  reading 
read  a  second  time»  and  refexnd 
reaprted  without  amendment     . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -     ,  - 
reiMl  a  third  time,  and  passed 
I^Qls  in  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  a  bill  autiian»> 
ingthe  sale,  of  eertain,  the  property  of  the 
United,  aiatee,  read 
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338 
380 
338 
386 
367 
861 


800 

read  a  second  time    .....    804 

339 
843 


ozdeiod  to  a  third  rea^ag  •       .       .       . 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed     ... 

Lottery  in  Qebrgatewn,  D«  C,  a  bill  to  anthoiiso 

a,  read  -.-.--. 

read  a  second  time,  third  reading  negatived 

Louisiana*  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representor 

tivea  confirming  certain  claima  to  laai  in 

the  western  district  of,  read    -        •       «. 

read  a  second  time^  and  lefened 

reported  with  amendawnta        •        •       . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .     - 

read  a  third  time*  and  pasaed  aa  amended  - 

Mr,  FiomentMi  pmaented  a  reaohttieftof  the 

Legialature  o^  disappnviag  tlm  aman^ 

ment  proposed  by  G^igia  to'  tba  Oleftat» 

Ution • 


Looiaiana — continued.  Page. 

Mr»  F.  prisented,  alao,  a  resolution  of  the 
same,  rejecting  tbe  amendments  proposed 
by  Massachusetts'  and  Connectiont,        «    866 
Lovewell,  Robert,  Mr.  Chace  preeented  the  peti> 

Uon  of,  inferred      .....    X47 
eommittee  diechaiged        ....    354 

M. 

Macon,  Nathaniel,  prodnoed  his  credentials,  as  a  - 
Senator  from  North  Carolina,  in  place  of 
Pnncia  Ladle,  resigned         -        -        •      31 
speech  of,  on  ihm  Commercial  Convention  -      74 
on  the  Compensation  bill    -  -     106, 189 

en  a  proposed  amendment  of  the  Conetitu- 

819 


366 
366 
376 
383 
334 


46 

90 


833 
336 
343 
367 
363 


Malcom,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre* 
aantativaa  for  relief  of    .        .        .        . 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     «        .        . 
the  third  reading  negatived        .    .    * 
Manae,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  Hooee  of  Repre- 
aentativee for  relief  of,  read    .   ^     . 
read  a  aeeond  time,  and  referred 
reported  vrithout  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Manufactures,  appointment  of  a  select  committee 
on         .----.. 
Marquand,  Joseph,  the  memorial  oi;  referred 

committee  discharged        .... 
Marine  Hospital,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  City  Council  of  Charleeton, 
South  Carolina,  respecting  a,  at  that  place 
referred  ... 

Maritime  PrecineU  of  the  United  States,  a  bHl 
concerning  the,  read       .... 
read  a  aaooid  time    ..... 
Martin,  Ohirles,  a  biU  from  the  House  of  Reprep 
aentatives  for  relief  of,  read    ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
>  reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Mason,  Jeremiah,  of  New  Hampshire,  took  his 

soat "  . 

speech  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  ...... 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Lacock's  motion  to  amend 
the  aarae        ...... 

speech  o^  on  the  United  Sutes  Bank  bill  . 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Barbour 

Mason,  Anniatead<r.,  appointsd  a  Senator  by 

tifte  Legialature  of  Virginia,  in  place  of 

William  B.  Gilea,  resigned,  produced  his 

credentials,  dec.      ..... 

speech  o(  on  the  Compensation  Mil  - 
speech  o^  in  reply  to  Mr.  Dana. 
Maxwell,  John  P.  and  Hugh  M.,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  benefit 
of,  read  ...... 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  witimut  amendment,  and  ordered 
la  n  third  reading  ..... 

rend  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .    '    • 

Memage,  the  Preaident'a  annual       .       .        . 

one  thouaand  and  fifty  c^piea  orderedto  be 

printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate    . 
roMienoe  of  the,  to  select  ceounitlio - 
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INDSX. 


UP 


SmaU  PtootBimgB  mid  Dehatm. 


MiddkMX  CanaU  MusacboMtU,  Mr.  Thompton 

pretented  th«  oMmori^  of,  rtl«md 

eommitt«a  diieharged        •        .        .        . 

Middletawo»  Conneolicut,  a  petition  prajing 

that,  maj  bo  oonstfitnted  a  port  of  ontry, 

rcforrod  to  a  select  commttteo 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  read    - 

read  a  second  time    • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaoed    - 

retarned  from  the  House  of  RepreeentatiTet 

with  ameiidments,  and  ooncnrred  in 

If  tlifiwy  Affairs,  appointment  of  a  seleet  eoaa- 

mittee  on      •        -        •       -        - 
yHitary  Bounty  Lands,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  RepresentatiYoa  to  aothoriae  the  aorrej 
of  two  millions  of  acrea,  in  lien  of  that 
quantity  heretofore  aothonaed  to  be  sur- 
veyed in  Michigan         .... 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passsd     -        •        . 
Military  Ksiablishment,  Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a 
resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 
the  Senate  a  statement  of  the  number  of 
officers  dtc,  composing  the    •        -        • 
resolution  amended  and  agreed  to 
a  letter  from  th«  Secretary  of  War,  with  the 
statement  asked  for        -        •        -        - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativee, 
making  appropriations  for  support  of  th% 
read      .-.--.- 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred     '    -  ^ 
reported  with  an  amendment     •        -        • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

.  read  a  third  time,  and  patfsed,  as  amonded 
Military  Establishment  of  1788,  and  other  yeara, 
enumerated ;  Mr.  Tichenor  presented  a 
resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  report,  without  delay,  a  statement  of  the 
resolution  agreed  to  -        -        <» 
Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  to  extend  the  time 
fer  locating,  dtc,  read    -        •        •>        . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments        ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        «        -        - 
read  a  third  time>  and  passed    •        «        • 
,— >vote  reconsidered,  and  bill  again  paased     • 
MiliUry  Peace  Sstoblishment,  Mr.  Wibon  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  relative  to  the  • 
Military  Service,  during  the  late  war,  a  biU  from 
the  House  of  Reprssentatives  making  ftir^ 
ther  proviuon  for,  read  -        -        -        « 
read  a  second  time    ..-->.. 
reported  without  amendment     -        • 
recommitted  to  the  Military  Committee 
reported  with  amendments        .        •        . 
\      ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

» ^^ead  a  third  time,  and  negatived 
Militia,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  the 
the  President  pro  tern,  communicated  res- 
olutions of  the  State  of  Ohio  concerning 
the  organizing,  arming,  and  equipping  th^ 
referred  to  the  committee  above  named  - 
a  bill  for  calling  forth  the,  to  coppreae  inso^ 
rer  lions,  d^,  read  .... 

read  a  second  time    •       -       •       •> 
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138 
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188 


annual  sUteneBtoftbe^tmsaMl^iit 

Preoidont  of  the  Uoited  Slala    .     .  la 
Mr.  WiltOB  submitted  a  naoltiin  to  nkr 
tho  name  to  the  abote  tmwsHmwtk 

instructions jn 

rosointjon  agreed  to m 

a  bill  liom  the  Hoossof  BapicMstifiviib 

reliefof  the  invalids  ef  the,  md  •  •  !tt 
read  a  socond  tine,  and  nSani     •    •  Vi 

(See  Mnwaiid  Pauimu,) 
a  bill  concerning  tbe  aaaoal  mn  ippnfri* 

•lad  for  nrming,  equipping,  4t,  tie,  rod  ffl 
read  a  third  time  -  •  -  •  •  X 
ordered  to  n  third  veadng-  ...  a 
read  n  third  time,  and  pwMd  -  •  •  tt 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repmeolitmi 

for  payment  of  the,  in  cntain  caMi,Rii!  8 
road  a  second  time,  and  refensd  -  •  8 
reported  without  aaModmeot  •  .  •  M 
ordered  to  at  third  reading  -  •  •  •  8 
read  a  third  time,  and  paiied  -  .  •  K 
Miller,  Hunting,  and  others,  Air.  Suisd  pn- 

pented  the  petition  of,  referred     •    -  i8 
Milnor,  James.    (See  AkoUtien  tf  Sinef) 
Miner,  Mnnasaeh,  a  biU  from  the  Hew  <f 
Repreeentalivee  for  rebef  oA  md  •    •  SK 
read  a  seoond  time^  and  refsnvd     •    *  ^ 
reported  with  an  amendment    -     '    •  ill 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •      -     •   -  ^ 
.    read  a  third  time,  and  pssied  ti  tsoM  ^ 
Mint,  a  message  transmitting  tkeanulrqMt 
of  the  •        -       -      -      '     '    '  ^ 

Territory  r  the  menoridoftiif  I^ 

gislature  of,  praying  fiirtker  tin*  tocM- 

plete  payments,  dbc,  refened 

committee  discharged 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the niflOMiil >f^ 

eame,  praying  to  be  allowed  an  addnMii 

judge,  referred       •       -      '     '  tl 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  ReproeDtttrw* 

the  relief  of  certain  porcbtHDi^^"^  ^ 
read,  and  paused  to  a  seoond  v^ 
read  a  second  time^  and  reftxnd 
reported  without  amendment    * 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paisid   •    ;    * 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepweaOt^^ 
enable  the  people  of,  le  iora  ■  c'oM"' 
tion,  dbc.,  for  admi«ion  into  th<  Uum, 
lead      -        -       •      •      '     '    ! 
read  a  seoond  time,  and  reftrred  "^ 

Mr.  Daggett  submitted  a  mA^mr>*^ 
ing  said  committee  to  swtftiie  wj  '^  ^^ 
port  the  actual  nambsrof  iahdittBH*  ^ 
attended  and  agreed  lo     •      '     \\ 
the  iuU  mentioned  above  r^orM  fi8^ 
amendment  -        -       -      '     '    ] 
indeAuitely  poetponed  '    ]om! 

Missouri  Territory,  a  biU  from  the  ^^^rT. 
reeentativca  to  alter  certain  ^^^ 
act  for  the  government  o(  read 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referfsd 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  a  tliird  reading  • 
read  a  tlurd  time,  and  paieed 
Mitchell,  Riohaid,  Mr.  Wiiiisma  px^ 
petition  o(  rofoned 
a  biii  for  relief  oC^  read 
'.  .read  aeeoond  time   • 
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166 
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35 
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Mitchell,  Richard— continued. 
ordered  to  «  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ... 
Mony,  George,  and  othera,  Mr.  Roberta  preaented 
tbe  memorial  of,  referred        r        *        * 
Moore,  Gabriel,  Speaker  of  the  Houae  of  Rep- 
TcaentatiYea  of  Miaaiaaippi  Territory,  a 
naemorifll  of,  read  -        •        -        .        - 
Morrisctt,  William,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of 
Repreaentatlvea  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     .        .        - 
Morgan,  Zacqaill,  a  bUI  from  Uie  Honae  of  Rep^ 
reaentativea  for  the  relief  of  the  wfdow 
and  minor  children  of,  read    -        <- 
read  a  aeeond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
indefinitely  poatponed        .... 
Morrow,  Jeremiah,  of  Ohio,  took  hia  teat  - 
Mowry»  Jabei^  and  othera,  a  reaolation  from  the 
Houae  of  RepreaentatiTea  to  indemnify, 
read      -----.- 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  raftrred 
reported  with  anendmenta         ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        •        • 
read  a  thurd  time,  and  paMed  aa  amended    809 
Murray,  Thomas,  Mr.  Roberta  preaented  the  me* 
morial  of,  referred  »        .        .        . 

committee  diaeharged        .... 
McClellan,  Matthew  W.,  Mr.  Williama  preaent- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      ... 
committee  diaeharged        .... 
McGonnell,  Matthew^  and  othera,  Mr.  Roberta 

preaented  the  memorial  of,  referred 
McKinny,  John,  and  othera,  Mr.  Roberta  pre- 
aented the  petition  of,  read     -        . 
McMulIcn,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  pre- 
aented the  petition  of,  referred 
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Nandii  Xaverio,  Mr.  Roberta  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  attorney  ot,  referred  to  a  select 
committee     ......      jg 

abillfor  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        •      93 

read  a  second  time 96 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .      gg 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     •        .        •     lOl 
National  Seminaiy  of  Learning,  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  appointment  of  a  aelect 
committee  on  a     -       >       .        .        .81 
Ntturalisatien,  a  bill  relating  to  eTidence  in  caaes 

of,  read         -        -        -        -        -        -      87 

read  a  aeoond  time^  and  referred         -        -      89 
reported  with  amendments        •        •        •      33 
erdeied  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -      86 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...      41 
retarned  from  the  House  of  Repreeentath^ea 
with  amendmenta  .....    807 

read,  and  eoncorred  in       -        -        •        -    809 
Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a  resolution  for  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  espedieney 
ef  revising  the  ae^eral  acta  in  relation  to      86 
agieed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        -      40 
Mr.  Dana  reported  a  reaolution  to  print  the 
]aw«  relating  Id,  read     ....    370 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading         - 803 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    ...    300 


Page. 
Naval  Afiairs,  appoitttment  of  a  aelect  commit* 

tee  on-        -,-       -        -       •        -80 
Naval  Officera,  a  bill  authorising  the  appoint- 
ment of  certain*  read     -        -        -        -41 

lead  a  aecond  time^  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading         ......  43 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    -        -        -  44 

Navigation,  a  bill  to  eatabliah  a  ayatem  oU  read  178 

read  a  aecond  time    •        -        .        .        .  188 

debate  en  the  bUI  ...        .888 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  897 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    ...  899 

Navy,  reporta  from  the  Secretary  of  the    «        •  81 
that  concerning  the  increaaa  of  the,  referred 

to  the  Naval  Committee         -        •        -80 
a  bill  from  tbe  Houae  of  Repreaentativea  ibr 

the  aupport  of  the,  read          ...  876 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred  ...  881 

reported  without  amendment                     -  896 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -    ^    -        •  341 

read  a  third  time,  and  pMaed     ...  341 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativee  4br 

the  gradual  increase  of  the,  read     -        -  380 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred   ...  388 

reported  with  an  amendment     •    ...  386 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  364 

read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed  as  amended  -  368 
Navy  Pension  Fund,  annual  atatement  of  the 

eommiaaionera  of  the      ....  187 

a  bill,  in  relation  to  tho,  read       ...  164 

read  a  aecond  time    -        -        .        •        •  167 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  171 

read  a  third  time,  and  puaed     ...  178 
Navy  Pensioners,  a  bill  from  tho  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives placing  certain  persons  on  the 

list  of,  read    .        -        .        .   '     .        .  836 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred         *       •  849 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        •        •  *     -        •  860 
read  a  third  Ume,  and  paaaed     ...  858 
Nebinger,  George,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Rep- 
reaentativea for  relief  of,  read  -        -        •  89 
read  a  ateood  time    -        -        -        .        -  91 
relened  to  a  aelect  committee    •        •        .  98 
that  Committee  discharged,  and  the  bill  re- 
ferred to  the  Finance  Committee    •        •  130 
reported  without  amendment     ...  164 
referred  to  another  committee    -       -       •  168 
reported  with  an  amendment     ...  867 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        .        ;.  399 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  amend^  •  308 
New  Building,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Horaey,  a  com- 
mittee Waa  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
atate  of  the,  on  Capitol  Hill,  ofiered  for 
the  aeoommodation  of  Congresa      .        .  10 
report  of  aaid  committee^  and  a  bill  to  an- 
,    thorise  the  Preaident  to  leaae  the  aaid 

building,  dtc,  read       -  -       -        •        -  19 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaentativea  to 
the  aame  effect,  read  three  timea,  and 

paaaed  -        -                -        -        -        -  19 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Daggett,  a  reaolution 
paaaed  to  meet  in  the     -        •        -        -  81     ^ 
Newell,  Joaeph  8.,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Rep- 
reaentativea for  relief  of,  read  -        .        -  338 
read  a  second  time*  and  referred         •        -  340 
reported  without  amendment      ...  344 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  368 

read  a  third  time»  and  paaaed     ...  361 
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New  Orleane,  Mr.  Fromenttn  ptMeoted  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Mayor,  dtc,  of     -        .        . 

Navigation  Compan/,  Mr.  Fromentin  abo 
preseAteil  the  memorial  of  t^,  referred    - 

a  bill  confirmiiig  to  the,  the  uae  of  a  lot  in 
•aid  city,  read        >        -        -        .        .      35 

read  a  aecond  time    «        -        .        ^        • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaacd     ... 

Kewapapera,  the  uiual  order  paaaed  for  the  •!»• 

Dly  of    -        -        -        -        .        .        . 

New  York»  Mr.  King  pceeeAtcd  a  mearaeial  ol 

the  city  o^  rnferred         -        .        • 

a  hill  ooDoeraing  ailvanoas  made  by  lira  city 
of,  read  -     .  • 

read  a  eeeond  time    ..... 

referred  to  the  Secretory  of  War 

report  of  aaid  oficer  thereon       ... 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af. 
fain      --..... 

a  bill  concerning  oertaia  United  Stalea  eonrU 
in  the  State  of,  lead        .        .        .        . 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  ordevad  to  a  thifd 
reading  -        ... 

read  a  third  time,-  and  paaaed      ... 

Mr.  King   presented  a   memorial   of  the 
Mayor,  dee.,  of  the  city  of,  raapecting  the 

dttty  on  ooal,  read 

Northwest  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Barbour  commonieated 
a  reaolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia, 
propoung  to  cede  to  the  United  Sute^lier 
territory         ~        -        -        -        r        -      36 
Nviirae,  Joseph,  the  memorial  o^  refenred  -        -    314 
(See  Hegmter  of  ike  Trtatury.) 

O. 
(yPJyng,  Patrick,  Abigail,  and  Edward,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  RefwesentatiTes  fer  the 
relief  of,  read 

'      read  a  tecond  time,  and  referred         ^ 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
OMoy  a  bill  to  4iuthorixe  the  Legtalature  of,  lo 
aell  a  certain  tract  of  land  reserved  fdr  the 
liae  of  said  State^  read    . 
read  a  second  Ume     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  ahd  passed     . 
O'Neale,  William,  and  Robert  Tayton  Mr.  . 
^.«x  .J^  presented  the  petition  of,  referred      - 
O  Xteil,  Bernard,  Mr.  Goldabcxrongh  peaented  the 
petition  of,  referred         .        .        .        . 
committee  dieeharged         ....    354 
Ordnance  and  Ordnance  Stores,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representativee  making  appio* 
priationsfor  --....    135 
read,  and  passed  to  a  aeootid  reading  •        .    136 
read  a  second  time,  and  rafened         -        •    138 
reported  with  amendments         .        •        -164 
oxdered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        .169 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  kmended  -    169 
Orphan  Asylum  of  Washington,  Mr.  Roberto  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  the  tmstoea  of  ihe, 
referred  to  a  select  oommittee  .        .      34 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read     -        -        -     177 
read  a  second  time    .....     igo 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        .        •     184 
Otii,  John,  attorney  of  WiUiam  Otia,  Mr.  Var- 

num  presented  the  petilioa  of,  referred    -    366 
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Owner9  of  Goods  entered  at  Hampden,  Dii trict 
of  Maine,  a  bill  from  the  Houw  tf  Rspr«- 
sentotives  fer  relief  of,  read 

reftd  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  WHhout  amendment 

oidered  to^  a  third  reading  • 

reftd  a  third  time,  and  passed 


Pahner,  Asher,  a  bill  from  tbe  House  sf  Rspi*' 

aentotives  for  relief  o(  read    - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed     - 

Pftffke,  Solomon,  and  others,  Mr.  Laeock  pn- 

sented  the  petition  of     -       -       •      • 

Patent  Office,  a  Message  from  the  Presidsnt  sT 

the  Uinited  S  totes  recomaiendiogths  et* 

tablishvient  of  a,  read    - 

referred  to  a  select  committee    • 

committee  discharged         .... 

Patriotic  Ba^k  of  Waafaington,  Mr.Bsggittpi*- 

eented.t(xe  memorial  of,  referred     •     • 

comi^itftee  discharged         .       .       .     - 

PaCtersan,  Wtilism  and  Robert,  Mr.  Hnpsrpre- 

■eiited  the  petition  oC  referred       -     - 

committee  discharged        .       .      .      • 

Pay  of  Senartbrs  and  Representathrefl,  Mr.  Dm 

MrtHnitted  a  resolution  concerning  the    - 

indefinitely  postponed        .       .      •      - 

Ptaitontiar^,  Mr.  Barbour  presented  a  memoritl 
of  the  Levy  Court  of  Washington  count;, 
D.  C,  praying  the  estoblishment  of  t,  re 
ferred    .        .        .       •       «      -      * 

Pennsylvania,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ltoock,  t  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  i^ 
expediency  of  dividing  the  Stttc  of,  \ni» 
two  districts,  dtc.  .        .       -      -      - 
a  bill  to  that  effect  reported,  and  rM<i  * 
read  a  second  time     .        .       .      •      - 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee     - 
committee  discharged        -       -      '      ' 
Pension  A  gen  to,  a  bill  from  the  Houioof  IUpr«- 
aentotivea  for  the  appointment  ot,  in  thoee 
Stotes  where  there  is  no  CommiiMoner  of 
Loans,  read  -        -        -       •      -      * 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
.   reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       -       -      ' 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     • 

Pensions,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Moaoir»  a  mnw^ 
tee  was  appointed  to  iHquifS  whst  profi- 
sion  is  neoassaiy  to  be  niik  fer  the  per 
ment  of,  in  Stotes  hftving  no  C^mwm^' 
erofLoans  -  .,..-' 
(See  article  immediately  pieeediag.) 

Pteraon,  Lieut  Col.  John  L.»  Mr.  Robefti  pre- 
sented thd  petition  o^  r^lrred       • 
an  adterse  repoit  thereon  oonearrsd  in 

Pitkin's  Steitiatieal  View  of  the  CmWK^  0f 
the  United  States,  on  motion  of  Mr.  KiH. 
the  Seeietaiy  of  Ihe  Senate  wu  ordered 
to  jiroeure,  for  the  use  of  said  body»  nvr 
copies  of       -        -        -       •       "      ■ 

Porter,  Captain  David,  Mr.  Brown  presented  tb» 
petition  of»  reftind       •      -      •      * 
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Postage,  ft'bUI  froiD  the  HoQue  of  RepraMntn- 
tives,  to  repeal  the  addilkmal  duliee  on* 
read       ----•-* 

read  a  seodod  tuna,  mhI  referred         -        « 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ^       -.        ^        • 

read  a  third  time,  and  pMod      ... 

AMrt  OIBte  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  Honso 

of  fteprasentalivos,  in  addition  to  tho  aol 

to  r^gnlalf  tho».read       .        .        *        , 

read  a  aeoond  time^  and  reftned 

i  reported  with  araaiidmenls  -   .    <* 

t  reoommitted      ......    334 

I  reported  with  farther  aaandoieat^  md  or- 

I  dered  to  a  third  nadiog'         «        .        . 

read  a  third  tioie*  and  paasad  as  aaoiid^d  1 

I  a  messago  was  aeM  lo  the  Hoaso  of  Repre* 

I  eentatives»  inlbrouDg  then  thai  an  oanis- 

aion  had  been  madoia  engMasnig  tlio 

amend  menta»  and  recasting  the  Ml  t» 

I  be  returned,  whiah  was  dona 

the  omission  stipplied*  and  bOl  sent  baoh  U^ 
I  the  House  of  lUpnseBtetivea 

the  Hottso.  of  BepreaentatiYes  agreed,  wiCh 
an  amendment,  which  waaceiiearnd  in  • 
Bart  Roads,  a  biU  from  the  Hoosa  of  RgpnneaJ 
'  ativea,  to  eslabUah  certaift,  laad 

read  a  seoond  time»  and  refinrred         • 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

r  ordered  to  a  third  reading         •        •        • 

read  a  third  time,  and  paasad  as  amended  • 

I  the  House  of  Representatives  concnss,  etx* 

f  cept  in  third  amradmem       ... 

tho  Senate  reeeded    ..... 

I  Pre-emption,  a  bitt  from  the  House  of  Repteseol* 
I  atires  concerning,  read  .... 

I        '  read  a  second  time,  an4  reiiBnad 

reported  without  amandmeot     .        .        • 
orderad  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

^    PriTste  Banking  Institutions,  Mr*  Horsaj  aob* 

mitted  a  refeotutioii  for  a  coauaittea,  to  ia« 

quire  into  the  expadieacy.  of  prohibitiagv 

I  by  law,  all,  within  the  Distmt  of  Ooluia- 

bia 

modified,  and  agreed  to     . 

Propertgr  loaft,  Ac,  a  bill  from  the  Hoaso  of  Re|^ 

naaaialivee,  toantheRaop^iiBBtlbr^ipead 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred   •        •        « 

reported  with  amendmaals.        ... 

amendments  read,  nnd  roeoiamitted    - 
reported,  with  other  ameadmanta 
discussed,  and  furthar  aaaaadad 
ordered  to  a  iUrd  vsadtag'        ... 
read  a  third  time,  and paased aaaaonded  • 
tho  House  of  Representmir^a  agiaad  with, 
amendmoala,  v^oh  .wave  eoneoRBd  in    • 
Public  DncBBMnU,  a  biU  aatitoriiiag  a  sabaorif^ 
tion  to  a  seoond  oditioa  d,  xoad      ^ 
reada^aaaoB^  tioM,  aad  ofdatod  to  a 
reading  ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Public  Lands,  a  bill  authorising  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain* read      ...... 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  « third 

reading          -        -        .    .  -     .  - 
referred  to  a  select  committee    > 
reported  with  an  amendment     ... 
amendment  agreed  to»  andordeiad  to  a  thinl 
leading 


PnhUa  Lands — continued. 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  a  committee  was  epi* 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  expedieney  of 
extending  certaio  privileges  to  aettlets  on 
(See  SeiUin  tm  Landt  of  the  VnUed 
States.) 
PMaam,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Chase  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -  - 
committee  discharged        .        ^        .        . 

Quorum,  interchange  ot  messages  on  the  sul^ect 
of  a        -        -        -- 
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Radcliifi  William,  and  others,  ^r.  Sanford  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
Committee  discharged    .... 
Hsballding  of  Light-Houses,  dice,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  n^aking  appro- 
priations for,  read  -        -        - .      . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      -        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Reedf  Rufus  B.,  and  Daniel  Dobbin,  a  bQl  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of, 

read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment 

oraered 'to  a  third  reading  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    . 

RiDfugees  from  Canada,  &c.,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives,  providing  for 

the  sdio  of  certain  lands  in  Ohio,  formerly 

set  apart  for,  read  ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased     - 

Register  of  the  Officers  of  the  Army  and 

Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  resolution  to 
supply  each  member  of  the  Senate  with  a 
copy  of  the    ----.. 

amended,  and  agreed  to  ...  . 
Register  of  Officers,  Civil  ai^d  Military,  a  reso- 
lution from  the  House  of  Repreaentativea 
requiring  the  Secretary  of  State  to  cauae 
to  be  compiled  and  printed  OQce  in  OTory 
two  years  a,  r^ad  ... 

read  a  second  time    ... 

referred  to  a  select  committee    - 

reported  without  amendment 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  a  third  time,  aUd  passed 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  a  bill  to  increase  the 
salary  of  the,  &c.,  read  - 

read  a  second  time    ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     . 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment,  and  concurred  in 

Roiily, Thomas, and  others,  Mr. RobertspraaeBt«> 
ed  the  petition  of^  referred      .        .        . 

Removal  of  Judgea,  a  resolution  to  amend  i^e 

Coastitatioa  so  as  to  peraiit  the,  read  a 

first  and  second  time     ...       .       * 

indefinitely  postponed       •       -       .      . . 
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specie  PaymenU — continued.  Page. 

resolution  tgreed  te  -  -  -  -  -  tM)9 
a  biU  more  eiTectnaJly  to  provide  for,  bj  the 

District  banks,  read        ....    331 
read  a  second  time    .....    286 
indeBnitdy  postponed        ....    334 
Stanford,  Richard,  a  message  from  (he  Houae  of 

Representatives  announcing  the  death  of    903 
Stephenson,  Edmund,  Mr.  Lacoek  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    365 
SleTens,  John,  Mr.  Condict  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred       .....     157 
committee  discharged         •        •        -        -    861 
Stewart,  Captain  Charles,  for  himself,  olRoen, 
dec,  Mr.  Lacoek  preseDfed  the  memorial 
of,  referred  to  the  Naval  Committee  96 

a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires  requeetiug  the  President  to  present 
medab  to      -        -        -        -        .        .    136 
read,  and  paased  to  a  aeeond  reading         -    186 
road  a  second  time    .....    187 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -    141 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously      148 
Stewart,  Joeeph,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  authorising  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to,  f«ad    •        •    888 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    340 
reported  with  amendments         ...    943 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    35^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    368 
Stubblefieid,  James,  and  Roswell  Lee,  Mr.  Bar- 
bour presented  the  memorial  of      -        -  '886 
(See  Armoriei^) 
Sunday  Mails,  Mr.  Laoock  presented  a  petition 

against,  from  Pennsylvania    -        -        -      36 
another  presented  by  the  same  -        -85 

another  presented  from  the  State  of  Ohio  .  41 
another  by  Mr.  WiHiams,  from  Tennesaee  80 
another    by   Mr.   Thompaon,   from    New 

Hampshire 889 

a  bill  concerning,  read,  and  its  second  read- 
ing negatived         -        -        -        «        .    808 
Superviaors  of  Clinton  County,  New  York,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  (or  re- 
lief of  the,  read      306 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  .  808 
reported  with  an  amendment  -  -  -  813 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    34^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    346 
Surveyor  of  the  Public  Lands,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  provide  for 
the  appointment  of  a,  in  Ulinob  and  Mis- 
souri Territory,  read      ....    388 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -    386 

reported  with  amendments  ...  336 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    357 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    808 
Swett,  Jemima,  Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire, 

presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  refexred    167 
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Talbot,  Isham,  of  Kentueky,  took  his  seat 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  militaiy 
services         -        -        -        -        •        -    811 

Tallt&adge,  Judge,  of  New  York,  a  message 
from  the  House  of  RepresenCatives  re- 
questing that  the  honorable  Nathan  San- 
ford  may  be  permitted  to  attend  before 
the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  official  conduct  of    -        .        -        -    800  ' 


Talhnadge,  Judge-— continued.  h^ 

Mr.  King  submitted  a  mohiti0B,  oapiTiDf 

vrith  the  request IS 

which  was  amended,  and  agresJto  •     .  3H 
Tappan,  Arthur,  Ac  (See  Fntimgkam^ViM.} 
Tanir  of  Duties,  report  from  the  Seotuijtjte 

Treasury  on  the  sul^eet  oft  icnoil  •  Itl 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  nenoriilodft 
dry  manulacturefs  of  Pliiladelphii,|n;- 
ing  the  adoption  of  the  Sbove,Rferred  •  tK 
Taylor,  John,  of  South  Carolioa,  tsok  )ui«tt  •  t 
remarks  of,  on  the  CoBpenstlkm  MB    IK,  II 
remarks  of,  on  the  United  Statei  Etak  Ul  V 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Stofcrd  •    •  8 
Taylor  and  McNeal,  and  othcn,  a  Ul  lim  Ik 
Houie  of  Represeatatiwt  fa  nM^ 

read      - • 

read  a  third  time,  and  vekntA  •     •    •  X 

reported  withoot  amendaieBt    •     •    •  lii 

ordered  to  a  tiiird  reading        -     .    •  M 

read  a  third  time,  and  paawd    •     •    •  W 

Tennessee,  a  bill  to  authoriis  the  State  eCli 

issue  graBls,  dtc,  read  -      .     <    •  X 

read  a  second  time^  and  rtkmi     •    •  ^^ 

Thazter,  Levi,  and  others,  Mr.  Gm  jtmld 

the  memorial  of ^' 

Thomasb  John  A.,  Mr.  Daggett  pnMled  ih 
petition  of,  refinred       •      .     •    • 

a  report  there3n 

petition  rejected        -       .      .     •    • 
Thompson,  John,  Mr.  Roberts  presaaia^Alp^ 
tition  o^  referred   -       .      -     •    * 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

read  a  seeond  time 

the  third  reading  negatived      - 
Thompson,  Thomas  W.,  of  New  HiapAft 
took  his  seat  -  -     '    ' 

Thompson,  Latbrop,  and  others  Mr.  Siriw 

preaented  the  petition  of 
Tichenor,  Isaac,  a  Senator  from  ▼«■«*•  ■* 
quali6ed,  dfcc         -       -      •     '    ' 
Tilton,  Dr.  James.   Mr.  Horsey  fitm»i» 
petition  tf,  referred  ;    '] 

committee  discharged,  and  prtitia'^""' 
to  the  Secretary  of  War       •    ' 
Todd,  Charles,  a  hUl  fmm  the  Boom  of  Wf*' 
sentattvesfbr  relief  of,  read   • 
read  a  aeeond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    * 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    '     '' 
Torrey,  Jesse,  Mr.  Sanfbrd  preeeslw  »•  *" 
morisi  of,  referred  -      *     *     ' 

oommittee  discharged  "  ,!L„ 

Trade  and  Intercourse  with  the  Mm  Tnmi 

bill  from  the  Houae  supptHMatiijBV  ^ 

act  to  regulate,  read  '  «i 

read  a  seeond  tim^,  and  re^H>«d 
reported-wlthout  amendment    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paved    -     ' 
Tranafen  and  Changes  pf  Property,  t  W'n^ 

the  House  of  RepreseaUtivet  to  ww 

the  timo  for  ascertaining  the  eonuii,  re- 
read a  second  time,  and  refcrrBd 
reported  without  amendmsot    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -      * 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  geW" ^  ^ 

count  of  the,  laid  on  Ike  tsbte 
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Balariet — continued.  Page* 

of  Senate  officer^  Mr.  Fromentin  tobmit- 
tcd  t  reiolution  for  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the    -      35 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        #      86 
a  bill  to  fix  the,  read  -        -        -        -      41 

read  a  lecond  time,  and  recommitted  -      45 

reported  with  an  amendment      -        .        .      46 
recommitted  to  a  committee  of  five     -        -      93 
(See  Increase  of  Salaries*) 
Sale  of  a  tract  of  land,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Repreeentativea  to  authorise  the,  at  the 
British  ibrt  at  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  dbc, 
read      -        -        .        .        .        •        -311 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    814 
reported  without  amendment    -        •        .    322 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    349 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    353 
a  bill  from  the  same  providing  for  the,  at 

the  lower  rapids  of  Sandusky  hver,  read  311 
read  a  seoond  time,  and  referred  -  -  314 
reported  without  amendment  -  •  -  321 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    349 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    363 
Salty  on  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  the  Secietaiy  of 
the   Treasury  was  directed  to  report  a 
statement  of  the  whole  amount  of  duty 
paid  on,  from  the  establishment  of  the 
Government,  &c.  -        -        ...      96 
reportof  that  officer  in  obedience        -        .    105 
Sanford,  Nathan,  a  Senator  from  New  York, 

produced  his  credentials,  &c  •        .        9 

remarks  of»  on  the  Compensation  bill  -     167 

remarks  of,  on  the  United  Sutes  Bank  bill    S48 
Schutte,  Csspar  C,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  authorizing  the  Comp- 
ttoller  of  the  Treasury  to  cancel  certain 
export  bonds  executed  by,  read       -        -    315 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    319 
reported  without  amendment    ...    364 
read  a  third  time,  and  parsed     •        •        .    366 
Scriptures,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  encourage  the  printing  and  gra- 
tuitous distribution  of  the,  by  the  Bible 
societies  of  the  United  States,  read         -    311 
read  a  seoond  time,  and  referred         *        *    315 
reported  without  amendment    ...    320 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    846 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    852 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  fixing  the  compensa- 
tion of  the,  dec,  read     ....    323 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        •326 
reported  with  amendments        ...    329 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...    360 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    363 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagreed  and 

the  Senate  insLited  on  their  amendment    366 
the  House  of  Representatives  also  insisted, 
and  the  Senate  asked  a  conference,  which 

was  agreed  to 367 

report  of  the  managers  accepted  by  both 

Houses 369 

Senate,  list  of  members  present  at  the  opening  of 

the  session    ---.•.        9 
Senate  Chamber,  Mr.  Tait  submitted  a  resolution 
instructing  the  Committee  of  Accounts 
to  make  such  alterations  in  the,  as  may 
be  deemed  necessary      ....      26 

14iti  Con.  1st  Sjbss. — 62 


Senate  Chamber — continued.  Page. 

resolution  agreed  to  -        -        -        -      28 

Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  concerning 

the  repairs  of  the,  •  .     -        .        -     167 

amended  and  agreed  to      -        -        -        -     168 

the  committee  reported  a  resolution  con* 
corning  the  .....    280 

concurred  in     -----        -    297 

Sergeant-at-Arms  and  Doorkeeper,  payment  for 

extra  horse  hire  ordered  to  the        -        -    372 
Settlers  on  lands  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  re- 
lating to,  read 139 

read  a  second  time    .....     140 

referred  to  a  committee      ....     143 

reported  without  amendments   -        -        -     164 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         •        -        -     170 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •        -        -    171 
Sevens-four,  estimate  of  the  expense  of  building 

and  equipping  a  •        -        -        -      43 

Sewall,  Robert,  Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  ....      96 

committee  discharged        ....    364 

Sbaler,  Bphraim,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  -        -    305 
read  a  second  time^  and  referred        -        -    309 
reported  without  amendment    ...    814 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    846 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    352 
Shelby,  Governor,  a  resolution  directing  a  medal 
and  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  be  pre- 
sented to,  read       .....    258 

read  a  second  time    .....    254 

recommitted      ......    334 

Shot  Manufacturers,  of  Philadelphia,  Mr.  Roberts 

presented  the  memorial  of  the         -        -    278 
Simpson,  Tobias,  a  gratuity  granted  to,  for  uni- 
form good  conduct  ...        -        •*    372 
Sims,  Walter,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred       -----      29 

Sinking  Fund,  report  of  the  Commissioners  of 

the        -------    126 

Sliter,  Titus  V.,  and  others,  Mr.  Wilson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -    352 
Sloo,  Thomas,  and  John  Caldwell,  Mr.  Brown 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred   -        -      84 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  concerning  the 
United  Stakes  courts  in,  read  -        -    302 

read  a  second  time    ....        -    304 

read  a  third  time,  and  passod    ...    837 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  cer- 
tain acts  of,  read    .        -        -        -        -    306 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    310 
reported  with  an  amendment    .        -        -    323 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    360 
Spaiford,  Amos,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Rep- 
reseniatives  granting  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to,  read    ....        -    315 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •        -    319 

reported  with  amendments         ...    322 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    349 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        •    362 
Specie  Payments,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Varnum, 
the  Finance  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of,  for 

taxes,  dec -     127 

Mr.  Horsey  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing^ by  private  bmikiug  institutions,  d&c, 
in  the  DisUict  of  Columbia    -        .        .    208 


INDEX. 


il 


8tnaie  ProceedingB  ccnd  DebtUeM, 


WMp,  Bloop-of-war-— «ontin«td.  Ptge. 

retorned  from  the  House  of  Repreeenta- 

tiTes  with  amendments  -        -        -        -  324 

which  were  concurred  in    -        -        -        -  325 
WmtsoDy  James  P.,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....  103 
an  adverse  report  thereon  -        -        -        -106 
read,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -        -  186 
Wells,  William  H.,  of  Delaware,  took  his  seat  -  39 
speech  of,  on  the  United  States  Bank  bill  -  268 
Wheaton,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read    -        -  305 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  300 
reported  without  amendment     •        -        -  313 
oitlered  to  a  third  reading          ...  344 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  352 
White,  Robert,  Mr.  Chace  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -        -        -        .        .31 
a  bill  to  increase  the  pension  oU  read          -  92 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -       .  94 
reported  with  amendments        ...  96 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        »        •  98 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -  101 
returned  from   the  Hoose  of  Representa- 
tives with  an  amendment      -        -        .138 
the  Senate  agreed  with  an  amendment      -  142 
White,  Jonathan,  a  biH  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read          .        -  .  89 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  91 
reported  without  amendment     -        ...  100 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          -        .        .103 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        .        -  103 
Widows  and  Orphans  of  Volunteers,  Mr.  Bany 
presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Kentucky,  prajing  provision  for 
the,  referred  ---...  103 
report  of  the  committee  read      •        .        .  133 
Wilhemi,  John   Philip,  Mr.  Tajlor  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....  140 
Williams,  John,  a  Senator  from  Tennessee,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  dbc      ...  9 
Willis,  Walter,  and  others,  Mr.  King  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        -        -        .  99 

committee  dischsrged        ....  ISO 
Wilson,  James  J.,  a  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 

produced  his  crsdentisls,  dEC.          .        -  9 

speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill  •        -  191 

on  the  bill  concerning  military  services      -  210 
Wilson,  Edward,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .        .        .        .102 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read      ....  148 

read  a  second  time 167 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          .        -        -  167 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  169 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  a^iendment,  and  concurred  in   -  324 
Wilson,  Jbseph,  a  bill  fntm  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read    ^.        .        .  306 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  308 
reported  with  an  amendment    -        -        -  313 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  346 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  343 
Wirt,  John  T.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read    -        -        -  183 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  188 
reported  without  amendment     ...  249 
ordered  to  a  third  resding           ...  252 
read  a  third  time,  snd  passed     ...  263 
Wise,  George  S.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

resentaUves  for  x«Uef  of,  read         -        -  40 


Wise,  George  S.— continued.  Pip, 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .   {\ 

reported  without  amendment  •  .  .  (} 
referred  to  Naval  Committee  with  vatnt- 

iiotts     -        - u 

the  committee  report  that  any  geaeni^ 

vision  is  inexpedient     •      •     •    •  133 
that  report  concurred  in    -      -     •     •  IM 
the  bill  indefinitely  postponed  -     •     •  D) 
Wolcot^  Talcott,  Mr.  DaggeU  presented tbep^ 

tition  of,  referred 161 

an  adverse  report  thereon        •     •     •  W 

report  concurred  in % 

Wrighter,  Jacob,  Mr.  Wilson  preseatedtke  peti- 
tion of,  referred ti 

a  bill  to  incrvtsse  the  pension  of,  leid     •  S 
read  a  second  time   -       -      .     .     .  fl 
referred  to  a  select  eommittee   -     •    •  % 
(See  «  White,  Robert,"  in  tbe  liin  ftr  rditf 
of  whom  Wrighter  is  mentiened.) 

Y. 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  third  readhig  of  tb*  Cos- 
mercial  bill    - ^ 

on  amending  the  bill  conoeniDg  ptk, 

wares,  dec     - W 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  nme      •    •  W 
,  on  amending  the  bill  cooeeninK  pRfotf 

lost,  dtc W 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  taziof  ia- 

ported  salt  -  -  .  .  -  •  111 
on  the  final  pasaage  of  the  sane  •  -  ^^ 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  hill  !•»■ 

ward  the  officers  of  the  Argw  -  *  1^ 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Cm- 

mercial  btU  -  -  ...  -  19 
on  agreeing  to  the  Senate's  vaaAaffi^^ 

the  same  -  -'  .  -  •  W 
on  final   passage  of  the  bill  to  iodeoai^ 

the  sureties  of  Commodore  Rodgm  •  '^ 
on  concurrence  with  a  committee  is  vf^ 

ing  certain  claims  -  .  -  •  »' 
on  dividing  a  question,  touchiog  tk  dired 

tax  bUl  -        -        .      .    -     •  iw 

on  striking  out  the  second  eedioBoftbc 

same  -  -  -  -.-•'* 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bi&c^ 

corning  roads  and  canals      -     '    * 
on  the  third  reading  of  a  resolnlio&toiiKod 

the  Constitution    -       -      '.    '     '  ifi 
on  recommitting  the  direct  tax  biE  •    '  ^ 
on  agreeing  to  an  amendment  of  the  vae  ^^ 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -     *     ' 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  letttmsto  ^^ 

settlers  on  public  lands  -      -      '     ' 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  rtW  ^ 

of  Colonel  John  Thompson   •  '  ^^ 

on  coinmitting  the  Compenettioa  ^^  .  '  jj^ 
on  the  bill  to  incorporstc  the  Orphan  Asjl"  J  ^^ 
on  amending  the  Compensation  btfl  *  '  ^tf^ 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  |  ^ 

on  the  final  passage  of  ssid  bill  -     ' 
on  amending  the  bill  relaung  to  oiiitir7«^  ,|. 

vices      -        -        -       -       ■    . '/I      ' 
on  Mr.  Lacock's  motion  to  smend  th«  wb-  ^ 

stitiition         -        -       •      "      '  -j '  Si/ 
on  Mr.  Barbour's  motion  to  thsaaaieew  •  ^ 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  aioe^ 
on  amending  the  bill  reUtiug  ^^^^Z^^ 

Oflloe  Bstabliahment     -      .     •  ^ 
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Yeas  and  Naya— continued.  Paga. 

on  amendiiig  the  United  States  Bank  bill    S50 

264,  266, 268,  274,  276,  277 

on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill,  as  amended    277 

on  amending  the  bill  to  divide  Pennsylvania    282 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  motion 
concerning  removal  of  judges         •        -    S08 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
Fulton's  heira 209 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  relat- 
ing to  roads  and  canals  -        -        -        -    803 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  military 
services         ------ 

on  amending  the  bill  to  increase  salaries    - 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  concerning  the 
District  of  Columbia      ... 

on  the  paasage  of  ^  the  bill  concerning  mil* 
itary  services  -        -        -        -        - 

on  reconsidering  the  last  vote    •        -        - 

on  the  final  pasaage  of  the  same 

on  emending  the  bill  concerning  distilled 
spirits    -        -        -        - 

on  amending  the  bill  to  enable  the  people 
of  Indiana  to  form  a  constitution    -        -    312 

on  striking  out  the  name  of  General  Har- 
rison from  the  resolutions  granting  med- 
als and  thanks  to  him  and  Governor 
Shelby 

on  amending  the  bill  for  the  liquidation  of 
certain  claims        -        -        "     .  " 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  direct  tax 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  on  the  bill  for  li- 
quidation of  certain  claims      -        -        -    320 

on  amending  the  bill  to  regulate  duties  on 
imports,  dbc,  321,  324,  327,  320,  330,  331 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same      -    326 

on  amending  the  bill  relating  to  the  Gene- 
ral Staff        333 


307 
307 
307 


-     310 


310 
310 
311 

312 


316 

316{ 
317 


Yeas  and  Nays— continned.  Pagi. 

on  concurring  with  the  committee  in  striking 

out  the  name  of  General  Harrison  -  -  884 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  General  Staff  bill  336 
on  amending  tha  bill  adjusting  land  claims, 

dec       .......    336 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

William  Flood 338 

on  amending  the  bill  for  support  of  the  Navy  841 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  for 

discharge  of  Moses  Lewis  ...  341 
on  amending  the  bill  for  the  support  of  the 

Military  Establishment ....  841 
on  amending  the  bill  for  relief  of  Ephraim 

Shaler  - 346 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
a  company  under  command  of  Captain 
Walmsley 346 

on  fixing  a  day  for  adjournment        -    347,  348 

on  amending  the  bill  mr  collection  of  direct 
tax 848 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  reward  the 
ofilicers,  dtc,  of  the  Constitution      •        •    858 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  an- 
thorixing  the  Indian  donation  of  land  to 
General  Jackson,  dbc 361 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Charies  Todd 365 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  salary  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury    356 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
Mrs.  Hamilton 867 

on  amending  the  bill  fixing  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  369, 860 

on  amending  the  resolution  relative  to  the 
collection  of  the  revenue        -        -    870,  871 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same        -        -    871 
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Abolition  of  Slavery,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the 
petition  of  the  American  Convention  for 
the,  referred 1068 

Absence  of  Members,  Mr.  Hopkinson  stibmitted 
a  motion  to  add  to  the  standing  rules  and 
orders  one  concerning  the,  read 

Accountant  in  the  Department  of  State,  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  an,  twice 
read,  and  committed  -  -  -  - 
indefinitely  postponed  -  -  -  - 
in  the  Department  of  War,  a  bill  supple- 
mental to  the  several  acta  organizlog  aaid 
Department,  twice  read  -  "  *  " 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  - 
read  a  third  tkne,  and  passed     -        -        - 

Accounta,  appointment  of  the  standing  oommit- 
teeof-        -        -        -        -• 

Adams,  John,  of  New  York,  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  declaring,  not  entitled 
to  hia  seat,  concurred  in        •       • 


-  1062 


1417 
1465 


1417 
1439 
1463 

376 


-    403 


Page. 

Adams,  John  Quiney,  joint  lettar  from,  to  the 

Secretary  of  State  -        -        -        -  1488 

a  letter  to,  from  Charles  King,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  massacre  at  Dartmoor  prison  <-  1508 
Additional  Committees,  Mr.  Wilde  submitted  a 
resolution  to  amend  the  rules  and  orders 
so  as  to  aothorise  certain        ...    380 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table   -        -    384 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Standing 

Rules,  dec. 385 

Adgate,  Asa,  of  New  York,  produced  hia  creden- 

tials,dcc 878 

Adjournment,  report  of  the  joint  committee  on  -  127T 
a  day  agreed  upon     -----  1374 

the  Senate  altered  the  day,  and  the  House 
concurred      ------  1458 

usoai  committees  appointed,  report  made, 
and.  consummated  ...        -  1466 

Admirals,  .a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the 

appointment  of      -        •        -        -        -    ^^ 
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twice  read,  and  refeired  .  •  .  •  689 
reported  with  ■meDdmenta,  and  committed  917 
a  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 

on  the  bill  negatived      ....  1364 
indefinitely  postponed        -        •        -        *  1414 
Albemarle  Bounds  Mr.  Marfree  presented  a  reao- 
lation  of  the  Legislatare  of  North  Caio- 
lin*  reapecting  an  oatkt  to  the  ocean 

from»  referred 473 

Altzuider,  Mr.»  apeech  o(  on  the  Canadian  Vol- 

nnteer  bill 1033 

AieKandria  Academj,  Kb.  Lewie  preaented  the 
petition  of  the  truateee  of  the»  prajing 
that  the  banks  of  Alexandria  applying  for 
chartera  may  be  compelled  to  aubacribe  to 
the  atock  of,  referred      ....    461 
Algerine  Veaaela,  captnred  and  reatored,  a  bill 
for  the  diatribution  of  a  anm  of  money 
among  the  captora  of  the,  twice  read       -  1233 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -        -  1366 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...  1363 

JUgiera,  copy  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amity 

with  the  Dey  of 1470 

AUegany,  Ship,  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
ownera  of  the,  and  a  lull  §fa  their  relief, 
twice  read,  and  committed     -        -        -  1296 
indefinitely  poatponed        ....  I4i3 

Alterationa  of  the  Capitol,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jack- 
eon,  of  Virginiat  a  commillee  wae  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  the  architect  con- 
cerning          -  1160 

Anderaon,  Joaeph,  a  hill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  twice  read,  d^    ....    46S 

leported  without  amendment  and  ooamit- 
Ud 614 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        •    690 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...    694 
Annnal  Tranafera,  a  bill  to  enlarge  the  time  for 
aacertaining  the,  of  property  anbjeet  to 
direct  tax,  twice  read,  and  committed      -    406 
,   reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       -        -        -        •        -414 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...  431 
Appeal,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tneker,  the  Jodidaiy 
Committee  were  inatructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  ao  amending  the  law  aa 
to  allow,  from  the  deciaiona  of  the  torrito- 
rial  courta      ......  1066 

a  bill  to  limit  the  right  of,  ftom  the  eiacidt 
court  of  the  Diatrict  of  Colombia    -        -  1*^23 

twice  read,  and  referred     •        .        •        •  1884 

reported  with  an  amendoMnt,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading 1336 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...  1239 
Application  of  Moneye  tranaferred,  te*,  a.  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  aaliiieet 
ofthe 382 

lettera  from  the  Secretary  ofthe  lUwf^  with 
atatementa  ofthe   ....     387^893 

AJEoher>  Stephenaon,  of  Maryland,  prodiioed  hia 

credentiala,  Ac.      ....        -    8#1 
Armoriea,  a  bill  firom  the  Senate  to  increaao  the 

oompenaation  ofthe  anperintendenta  of  -  1410 

twice  read 1411 

ordered  to  a  third  readhig  ...        -  1439 
lead  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     •        .        -  1463 
AflUtrong,  John,  of  Tenneaaee,  an  adinafie  re* 

port  on  the  petition  of,  concwred  in        -    393 


Aimy,  Mr*  Bandirfpfa  laid  «k  the  Mt  i  iwio* 

tion  to  rodnee  the ee 

Aniclea  oManfiactved  in  the  Chutnl  9um,  i 

hill  to  repeal  Che  dotaea  on,  teioi  aii  .  8tt 
read  a  third  tiaae,  and  paMfd    •     •    .  613 
Anaeaaora,  on  motion  of  Mi.  Baibsgr,  Ai  C» 
mtttae  of  Waya  and  Meanmm  uMict. 
ed  to  inqoire  into  the  eipaili(a^«(  p»> 
aiding'  for  the  fonniaaaafina  of     •    •  lU 
Aaaiatant  Doorkeeper,  appaintaaBt  of  u  •     •  ffi 
AthertoB,  Mr.,  epeeeh  U,  on  the  DiNct  TM  !dl  M 
apeech  of,  on  the  United  8utet  Biak  bill  •  IK 
Anbnrn  Meaofactering  Company,  Mr.  Odd  ^ 

aented  the  petition  of  the,  idmid  •     •  18 
Anctietieeni,  Mr.  Ward  praaantadlhspowiaflf 

aondry,  of  Beaton,  refened    -     •    •  (II 
Audrain,  PMer,  a  hiU  for  idaaf  of,  turn  mi 

and  comuMtted l(i< 

raported  withoot  aaaaadaent  •  •  •  i^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaad  -  •  •  13Si 
returned  frona  the  Senate  with  wtmlMA  149 
amendment  conenrred  in  -      •     •    •  118 


Babbitt,  Jacob,  and  John  Bemrit,  ahiBftaie 

Senate  for  relief  of  .    .    •  IWI 

•  twice  read,  and  committed        -    -    '^^^ 

reported  without  amendment    -     >    •  IXI 

indefinitely  poatpooeil  .     .    -USB 

Baer,  George,  of  Maryland,  produced  liiicitla- 

tiala,  fcc •  ^ 

Mr.  Archer  preaented  anndry  docamoik  » 
relation  to  the  election  o(  ukntA  ^  ^ 
Committee  of  Blectiona       .     •    •  3" 
Baker,  Stephen.     (See  MtUier,  T%m»] 
Baker,  A.  St.  John,  a  letter  froD,to  tll0  8ra^ 

tary  of  State ''" 

a  declaration   by,  interdicting  iotaROV* 
with  St.  Helena     -       .      -     •      1*^ 
Baltimore  and  Maaaachueetta  Bible  Stata,  i 

biU  from  the  Senate  for  the  M^f^  '  "^ 
twice  read,  and  committed       •    -^  ' '" 
reported  without  amendment  fBdffdflvl' 

a  third  reading      -       -      '  isn 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaied    •     *    ' 
Bank  of  the  Metropolia,  favorable  itportofiuc 

petition  of  the        •       .      .     •    -^ 
Bank  of  the  United  Stktea,  a  bill  to  ioeon»nta 

the  aubacribera  to  the,  twice  mul  *    *  ^^j 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    -     i  J  ^^^^ 


returned  from  the  Senate  with  vmiaaH  ^^ 
amendmenia  concurred  in        '     I    ,' 
Bank  ^*ote%  dtc,  the  amendmeots  of  tbe  ^^ 

to  the  bill  to  continue  in  iont^^^V  ^^ 
ing  dutiea  on,  were  cooearred  in  * 
(See  Tariff  of  Duties,) 
Bankruptoy,  on  moUon  of  Mr.KiBi^Aaia;^ 
ciary  Committee  were  iaatiaelw  t»«j 
^re  into  the  expediency  of  •  """"^  ^ 
ayatemof       -       .       -      -     *     ' 
a  bill  in  purauanoe^  twiea- read,  •"*  *^  jjg 
mitled  -        -       -       -      '     '     j<J* 
indefinitely  poatpeoed       *      '     '  ul 
Banka  in  the  Biatrict  of  Celomhia,aft««*o" 
report,  indited,  on  the  reapectire  |nfi«^  ^ 
of  the^  for  chartera  '  .  1/  i« 

Baibour,  Philip  P.,  of  Vugiaia,  tmw  «» *  i^g 
the  expenata  of  mi 
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817 
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1864 

1364 

363 

1291 


646 
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1411 


'  674 


1138 
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Bwboor,  Philip  P. — continaed.  Page, 

speeehof,  on  Mr*  EMtftii'*  motion  to  poat- 
pOD6  indefinitely  the  bill  to  reffttlata  QOn- 
merce  with  Great  Biitaia       ... 
remarka  of,  on  tho  OompoaaatiMi  bill 
speech  of,  on  tbia  billconceniiDg  coUodion 
%f  duties        ...        -  1297,  1416 

Barker,  Jacob,  Mr.  Irring'  pinaaented  the  petition 
of,  referred     ------ 

Barry,  Edward,  and  George  Hodge,  a  bBI  froas 

the  Senate  for  rcUelof,  twice  read,  ^«.  - 

report  thereon  read*  and  committed   - 

the  report  of  the   Committee  of  Claime 

agreed  to       -----        - 

and  the  bill  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
Bassett,  Barwelt,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dkc. 

remarks  of,  on  the  previous  question  - 
Bates,  Fredoriok.    (See  Crttwford^  WUiutm^ 
Bate,  John,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  IVeaident  to 
renew  to,  the  leiae  of  the  Saline,  near 
the  Wabash  river,  twice  read,  dte. 
Bayou,  St.  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  esUb- 
lish  a  port  of  entry  at,  twice  read    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Bennett,  Benjamin,  of  New  Jersey,  waa  quali- 
fied, Ai.        -        -        - 
Betts,  Mfl,  remarks  of,  in  excuse  oi  Judge  Tali-  « 

madge,  on  aeoonnt  of  bodily  infirmities  -  1293 

Bible  Societies  of  the  United  States,  a  bitt  for 

the  relief  o(  twice  read  -        -        -,       - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        - 

Biddle,  Captain  James,  and  the.  officers,  of  tbe 
Hornet;  Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Naval 
Committee,  reported  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  President  to  present  medals, to, 
twice  read,  and  committed  ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  poased     .        .        - 
Birdseye,  Victory,  of  New  Yojck,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  sea^ 

Blakely,  John  A.,  Mr.  Ward  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        -        -        -        -    678 
Blount,  Wm.  G.,  of  Tennessee,  was  qualified,  dtc,    472 
Board  of  Commissioners,  a  bill  to  establish  a,  for 
deciding  land  claims  in  Louisiana  and 
Territory  of  Missouri,  twice  read    - 
Board  of  Land  Claims,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
settle  the  compensation  of  tbe 

twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        - 
Boston  Glass  Manufactory,  Mr.   Hulbert  pre- 
sented tbe  petition  of  the  proprietors  of  tbe 

Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others.    (See  AlUgany, 

Ship,) 

Boyle,  Tbomaa  H.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed     .        -        - 

Bradbury,  Mr.,  speech  o£i  on  Mr.  King's  zesor 

lation •  .     - 

Bfeck,  Samuel,  and  other  surviving  executors  of 

John  Rosa,  a  bill  for  leiaef  of,  twice  nad    1363 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -  1367 
Brigham,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Pickering 

announced  tbe  death  of         •       •        •  1066 
Bj»pe«WUUam.    {Bee  ^itk,  SanmejL) 
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1366 

375 

381 

866 

880 


-  1224 


1294 

1889 
1368 


403 
968 
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-  1373 


1414 
1419 
1438 
1463 

472 


960 
1363 
1366 
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BnUion  and  Specie,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grosveni^, 

the  Committee  on  an  Uniform  National 

Currency  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 

the  expediency  of  prohibiting  the  expor* 

tationof 

committee  reported  it*  inexpedient 
Bnrcb,  Benjansin,  appointment  of,  aa  Asaistant 

Doorkeeper    -        -        - 
Bnrnaide,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, dec        ------ 

.  speech  of,  on  the  Direct  Tax  bill        -        - 
Barwell,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  Mr.  King's  resoln- 
tion  concerning  commercial  restrictiona 
on  his  resolution,  concerning  colonial  trade  -    976 
Bosineaa^  tbe  Seasioo,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bas- 
sett, a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire concerning  the 
Mr.  Hopkinson  submitted  a  resolution  to 

change  the  mode  of,  in  both  Houses 

tbe  resolution  agreed  to,  and-«  commitlee 

appointed      -.-..-- 

report  of  said  committee    -        -        .        - 

Btttler,  Paul  D.,  a  bill  for  relief  ofi  twice  read,  dec.  1 177 

ofdered  to  a  third  reading  ...  tSftS 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasasd     .        «.        .  1367 

relorned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, ' . 

and  concurred  in  -        -        .        •    1482 

C. 

Cady,  Daniel,  of  New  York,  waa  qualified,  Slcv  883 
remarks,  of,  on  the  United  States  Bank  bill  MOf 
speech  of,  on  the  question  of  final  paasage 

of  the  same  .--....  19^4 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  coneerning  apecie 

payments -  14iZi 

Calhoun,  Mr.,  speech  of,on  the  bill  for  add|iiioBal 

Military  Academy        '  -        -        -        -    430 
remarks  of,  on  the  number  of  cadete  -        -    448 
speech  of,  on  the  third  reading  of  the  Com- 
mercial bill 626 

reniarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  tho  Sen- 
ate bill  on  the  same  subject    ...    8Q5 
on  a  motion  for  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole 

on  the  revenue  report  to  rise,  Aa  •  -  728 
speech  of,  on  the  Direct  Tax  bill  -  -  829 
on  the  United  States  Bank  bill  .        .  1O6O 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  objections  to  his  plan  1 107 
in  opposition  to  Mr.  Cady's  motion  -  -1110 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Robertson  ....  l:lj62 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Jewett  -  -  -  -  1 163 
speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill  -  -  1 188 
on  the  capital  of  the  bank  ...  1202 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  1202» 

127t 
speech  of^  on  tbe  minimum,  duties  on  cotton 

goods 1329,1388 

remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  biH  1861 
on  the  bill  for  collection  of  revenue  -  1389, 1416 
Camp,  John  G.,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  twice  read  -  861 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  690 
read  a  third  time,  and  paitsed  ...  694 
Canadian  Refugeea,  a  bill  for  rehef  of  certain, 

twice  read,  dtc      .....    744 
reported  without  amendment  .        -  J080 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased     ...  1048 


Oanadian  Volunteers,  on  motion  of  Mr*  Jenninga, 
a.  committee  wae.apppintisd  to  inquin  coa- 
coming  the  acta  granting  bowitiiainland 
to4he 1861 
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Canadian  Volonteers — continued.  Page, 

a  bill  oonMrning  the,  twice  read        -        -  1878 
read  a  third  time,  and  paiaed      ...  1377 
'Cannon,  Mr^,  speech  o^  on  the  bill  relating  to 

military  aervices    .....  1043 
Oapitolyon  motion  of  Mr.  Tucker,  the  Committee 
on  tha  District  of  Columbia  were  instmct* 
«d  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  en- 
closing and  improving  the  grounds  aboat 

the 385 

a.  bill  to  that  effect,  twice  read,  &c    -        •    769 
a  bill  making  appropriations  to  complete  the 

centre  building  of  the,  twice  read    .        -  1838 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1380 

laid  on  the  table 1361 

recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  1366 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....  1406 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1407 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1439 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        •  1453 
Carr,  Thomas,  the  committee  on  the  petition  of, 
discharged,  and  the  consideration  of  it  in- 
definitely postponed        ....  1413 
Carriages,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cady,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  act  laying  duties  on    -        -        -     958 
Castine,  Mr.  Ward  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry merchants  respecting  goods  libelled  in 
consequence  of  not  being  entered  at,  dec.  1014 
Central  Bank  of  Washington  and  Georgetown, 

a  report  on  tho  petition  of  the        -        -  1264 
Certain  Acts,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force,  therein 

mentioned,  twice  read    ....    694 
Chaplains,  a  message  frooli  the  Senate  proposing 
the  usual  appointment  of  two,  concurred 

in 376 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  fixing  the  compensa- 
tion of  the 1456 

twice  read         ......  1467 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1458 
Cherokee  Indians,  a  Message  from  the  President 
transmittiug  copies  of  a  convention  with 

the,  referred -  1380 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  carrying  into 

effect  the  treaty  with  the,  twice  read        •  1406 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        -        -  1438 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1453 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Darlington,  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  extending  aid  lo  the    -    395 
CincinnatL    (See  Porta  of  Entry ^ 
Circulating  Medium,  propositsons  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the 

national 1639 

Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of    - -    376 

Claims  to  Lands  in  Mississippi  Territory,  under 
the  Georgia  grant,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hen- 
derson, of  Tennessee,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  allowing  further 
time,  Ac  .-.--.  396 
a  bill  for  quieting  and  adjasting,  twice  read, 

and  committed       .....    957 
considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 

progress  reported    ...  -  1381 

a  tbird  reading  negatiYed  -  1333 
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Claims  to  Lands  in  Louisians,  a  InH  tiooBiira 

certain,  twice  read  -  •  •  •  IttS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  •  .137s 
read  a  third  time,  and  pssnd  -  •  .  1377 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  imeniBaii  1431 
considered,  and  concurred  in    •     •    •  1452 

Clay,  Henry,  election  and  addrenof,M8peikB 

of  the  House  of  RepreseatatiTei    •     • 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  ertsbliah  u  idJi* 

tiooal  Military  Academy  •     • 

remarks  of,  on  the  Commerdil  bill  •  • 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Giston  •  • 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Rando^oa  the 

rules,  &c.      - 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  a  itnam  ip- 

tem        -         - 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Metss.  Kudclph 

and  Hardin   - 

remarks  of,  in  explanation  of  Mr.  BandolphV 

misinterpretation   -       .      .     .    • 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  repeil  IkiiiKt 

'  Ux        - - 

remarks  of,  on  the  Bank  bill      •     •  1157,1!^ 
~  address  to  his   constituents,  on  tie  M 

question  -  -  -  •  '  ..*^^* 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concernii^s^ 
•  distilled,  dtc  -  -  -  -  •  •  15S 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  tbe  Uiif  1^ 
his  recommendation  of  Kentockj  wbiskg  •  J^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  general  appn^iriKiM  ^  ^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  toincreatetlielS'ivT,!^ 

\T,\ 

Clay  and  Gallatin,  leUcr  from  Mesan..  to  the 

Secretary  of  8tete  -  -  I^U^ 
minutes  of  a  conversation  beW  wi>i  ^ 

CasUereagh   -        -       *      '.    '  tj 
minutes  of  another,  on  flie  anbject  «f  t» 

Dartmoor  prisoners        -      •     '    ''J 
an  extract  from  their  letter  to  Mr.Beij^  '*" 
Clayton,  Thomas,  of  Delaware,  wu  ^mIM 

and  took  his  seat  -  -  -  '  '  , 
Claxton,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  aiDoo*«!«  ^* 
Clerk  of  the  Houice  of  RepreaenUtiT8i,(iKt>M  ^ 

of  the    -        -        .       '      '     '    ' 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Forney,  a  0000^*** 

appointed  to  inquire  ints  tho  eijimf^  ^ 

of  raiaing  the  aalary  of  the    -     '  j  '  i«|i 
a  bUl  to  increase  the  soUiy  of,  twice  real  •  i» 
ordered  to  a  third  reading      -     '     .  i;;; 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -      '     ' 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  M  "»«»»• 

ment  to  include  in  the  biU  the  Secretoij  ^^ 

of  the  Senate        -       -      '  .  i(5J 

considered,  and  disagreed  to  '.  .  '  ^ 
a  message  from  the  Senate  »■*?*"*'  v; 

the  I^use  in  part  receded  iodinf^^^^  ^^ 

sisted    -        ^        -       •      '     '  ^ 
the  Senate  still  insisted,  and  asked  iwb'*';  ^^ 

ence,  agreed  to      -       -      "     '  .^^ng 
report  of  the  managers  mutaally  egfw* 
Clifford,  Thomas  and  John,  and  othen*  ^^"^  ^ 

relief  of,  twice,  read       -       '      '     .  391 
ordered  to  a  third  readbg      '     '    .  0 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    - 
Clinton  county,  New  York.     (See  Saptrn- 

Clopton,  John,  of  Virginia,  wae  ^mtW**, ».    ^^ 
apeech  o(  on  the  ^aakhiff 
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Course  Cotton  FabiicB,  the  .petition  at  large  oj 
John  R.  Watroat  and  otben,  on  the  aub« 
jeet  of  pTOhibiting  the  importation  of       -  1646 

Coaeting  Veaaels,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Goldebo- 
rougbr  the  Committee  on  Poet  Offices  and 
Post  Roads  were  instmcted  to  inquire  into  . 
theezpediency  of  exempting  from  the  ope- 
ration of  the  act  regulating  the  Poet  Office 
EstabliahmcBt,  not  employed  in  carrying 
themaib 478 

Coffin,  David,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  twice 

read 1219 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  *  -  1889 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  1402 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1439 
considered,  and  concurred  in  -  -  -  1462 
Cole,  Martin,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read •        -    461 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .*       .    467 

Collection  of  the  Revenue,  Mr.  Webster  submit- 
ted sundry  resolutions  concerning  the, 
read  twice     ......  1440 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  1446 
Collectors  of  Internal  Revenue,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Ormsby,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  compensa- 
tion of- 

a  bill  to  fix  the  compensation  of,  and  of  di- 
rect tax,  twice  read         .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  «        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

returned  irom  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in 

Collectors  of  United  States  Taxes,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Goldsborough,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  requiring  the, 
to  keep  an  office,  or  a  deputyg  at  the  coun- 
ty town  of  each  county  - 

CoUes,  Christopher,  Mr.  Betts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -        -        ... 
an  adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in 
Columbian  Insurance  Company  of  Alexandria, 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  twice  read,  dec  - 

Columbian  Manntaeturing  Society  of  New  York, 
Mr.  Groivenor  presentsd  the  petition  of 
the,  reforred  -        -        -        -        - 

Colvin,  J.  B.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tucker,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  wefe 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  authorising  a  subscription  for  a  certain 
number  of  copies  of  the  edition  of  the  laws 
of  said  District,  by  -  -  - 
(See  DiMtriet  of  Ootumlna.) 

Commerce  and  Manufactures,  appointment  of 

the  standing  Committee  of     -        -        - 

Commercial  Convention  with  Great  Britain,  a 

copy  of,  and  papers  relating  to  the  - 

projet  of  the  American  Ministers  of  a  - 

contra-projet  oi  the  British  commissioners  • 

Commercial  Intercourse  with  the  Indians,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Birdseye,  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire ioto  the  expediency  of  prohibiting, 
by  law,  all,  to  citisens  or  sabjects  with 
foreign  Powers 616 
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Commercial  Restrictions,  Mr.  King,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, submitted  a  resolution  concern- 
ing       -        -        -        -        - 
considered,  and  laid  on  the  table 
again  considered,  and  agreed  to' 
Commeroisl  Treaty,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin, 
the  correspondence  and  documents  in 're- 
lation to  the  recently  negotiated,  were 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
House  -        -       -        - 
Commissioner  of  the  Pnbnc  Buildings.     (See 

CapiioL) 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  Mr.  Roberts 
submitted  a  resolution  to  amend  the  Stand- 
ing Rules  by  adding  a,  read  •        .        . 
read  again,  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        . 
Compensation  for  Ijosses,  dec,  Mr.  Porter  pre- 
sented a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Niagara  county,  New  York,  praying,  re- 
ferred   -.       - 

of  members  of  Congress,  a  bill  to  change 
the,  twice  read       •        .        •        .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        .     •  . 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  a  letter  from,  con- 
cerning the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
Colonel  James  Thomas '.        .        . 
Comstock,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning 
military  services    -        .        .        .        . 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Canadian 
Volunteers    ...... 

Condict,  Lewis,  of  New  Jersey,  was  qualified, 
Ac. 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  un- 
settled balances      .....  1069 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  Vaccina- 
tion  

Cone,  Rev.  Spencer  H.,  election  of,  as  Chaplain 
Congressional  Reservation,  Mr.  Reynolds  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  concerning  the  tract 
of  land  in  Tennessee  known  as  the 

amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey,  and 
agreed  to       -        -        .    .    - 
Conner,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  support  of 
infirm  soldiers,  dec.        .... 

on  the  Direct  Tax  bill        -        -        -        - 
Constitution,  Mr.  Pickering  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion to  amend  the  -        -  ,      - 

Mr.  Pleasanta  laid  before  the  House  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  dis- 
approving the  amendments  proposed  by 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut 

the  same,  approving  that  proposed  by  North 
Carolina        - .      - 

firigate,  a  bill  rewarding  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the,  twice  read  •        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      *  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

a  bill  from  the  Senate,  of  the  same  tenor    - 

twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee    1308 

report  of  said  committee,  together  with  the 
bill,  laid  on  the  table      -        -   •     . 

Convention  with  Great  Britain,  a  Message  from 
the  President,  transmitting  copies  of  bis 
proclamation  notifying  the,  referred 
a  bill  to  regulate  commerce  according  to  the, 
twice  read 419 
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difcoaaedy  and  Md  OB  the  uble  •  471 

ordered  to  e  third  reedtiiff         -        -        •  646 

read  a  third  time»  and  paaoed      ...  674 

disagreed  to  hy  the  SeBate        •        -        *  719 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  ooaceroing  the        -  646 

called  up,  and  laid  on  the  table         -        -  608 

twice  r«ad»  and  referred     -        .        .        .  720 
reported  with  aaMndmeala^  ao  read  a  thiid 

time,  and  paaaed 898 

the  Senate  disagreed;  the  Hotiao  imaated, 

and  aaked  a  oonferenee  -  .  .  .  960 
the  Senate  inaiated,  and  agreed  to  the  oon- 
ferenee -  -'  -  •  979 
report  of  the  managera  ....  1018 
eonaidered,  and  Houae  agreed  to  recede  •  1087 
a  copy  of  the,  together  with:  anadry  papeie 
aiKl-docamentB      .       •       •       .       .  1477 

Copper  Coina,  Mr.  Roberta  anbmitted  anndry 

reaolotiona  concerning .  -        -        -        -    695 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoan  the  reaolutiona 
were  referred  to  a  aelect  committee         -    695 

aaid  committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
alloy  of 961 

report  of  the  committee    -        -        -        -  1431 

Corpa  of  Cogineera,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate 
authorizing  the  Preaident  to  appoint  an 
asaiatant  in  the      ^        -        -        .        .  1439 
read  three  timea,  and  paaaed      ...  1462 

Coata,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Marsh,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  inatructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  altering  the  law  relating 
to -        .    680 

a  bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  law  oi,  twice 
read      .......    803 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      ...    817 

Cotton  Maaafactoriea,  Mr.  Halbert  preaented 

the  petition  of  aundiy  proprietera  o^  in 

Maaaaobuaetta,  praying  encovragemeot, 

dbc,  referred          .....  392 

Mr.  Maaon  preaented  aimilar  petitiona  from 

Rhode  Island,  referred  -  -  -  -  402 
Mr.  Hopkinaon  presented  petitions  from  the 

city  of  Philadelphia       ....  402 

Mr.  King  petitiona  from  Maasachoaetta      -  403 

Mr.  Moffit  petitiona  from  New  York  -        -  407 
Mr.  King  the  same  from  the  District  of 

.  Maine  •-•.»..  420 

Mr.  i;iayton  the  aame  from  Brandywine     -  420 

Mr*  Bayliea  the  aame  from  Maaaaobuaetta  -  451 

Mr.  Wheaton  aame  from  Masaachuaetta     -  458 

Mr.  Southard  same  from  New  Jersey         -  468 

Mr.  Mills  same  from  Massaphusetta    -        -  472 

Mr.  Law  aame  from  Connecticat       -        •  472 

Mr.  Piokney  aame  from  Baltimore     ->        -  546 
Mr.  Wendover  aame  from  anndry  parte  of 

the  United  »Utea 651 

Mr.  Ward  aame  from  Maeaaehuaetts  -    678 

Mr.  Hammond  aame  from  sandry  parte  of 

the  United  Sutea  -  -  -  •  -  688 
Mr.  Cilley  aame  from  Exeter  and  Rooking^ 

ham  -  > .  -  -  -  -  •  690 
Mr.  Atbertott  aame  from  New  Hunpahire  -  7i0 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Maauliictarea 

thereon -    960 

the  aaid  report,  and  principal  petitiona,  in 

full        .        .        r     /     C      ^        .1665 


Ptge. 
Coonaal  to  aaaiat  the  Attorney  Geoenl,  on  tac- 
tion of  Mr.  HanaoD  a  oommittee  was  ap- 
pointed to  requeat  the  Preaident  to  canae 
to  ho  laid  before  the  Hooae  a  atatemeat 
of  the  caaea  in  which,  haa  been  empbjel  1106 
a  meaaage,  traoamitting  a  latter  firara  the 
Secretary  of  the  'IVeaauiy,  in  reply       - 1254 
Court-Homse  in  Cincuinati,on  motion  of  Mr.  Me- 
Leaa,  of  Ohio,  the  Committee  of  Claiaii 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  theezps- 
diency  of  providing  for  ymjiag  for  the 
destruction    of   the,    by   Uoit^  Stalei 

troops 7W 

<See  HamiUon  eounijfA 
Cowtney^  John. T.  and  Samuel  Harrison,  a  bill 
authorizing  payment  of  a  aum  of  meney 
to,  twice  read         .....  lOld 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         -       -      - 19^ 
read  »•  third  time,  and  paa^d    -       .      - 196( 
Cowan,  Thomaa,  and  others,  Mr.  King  of  Nonh 

Carolina  presented  the  petition  of  -      -  473 
Coxe,  Dr.  John  Redman,  a  bill  for  relief  o4  twice 

read ,      .      -  451 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       .      .  196 

road  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     *       .      •  6^ 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  uatai^ 

ment •  lO'S 

^considered  and  concurred  in      •  .    -      "  ^^^ 

Cranch'a  Reporta,  on  motion  of  Mr*  Nelson,  sf 

Virginia,  the  Judiciary  Commitlee  wcie 

instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieflcj 

of  aiding  in  the  publication  of       .      - 1047 

Crawford,  William  and  Frederick  Btlei,abili 

for  the  relief  of,  twice  read  •  -  "  ^JJ! 
ordered  to  a  third  rending  -  "  "  "  ^S 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  '  '  ^Jm 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amen^e&tB  1482 
coneidered,  and  concurred  in  -  -  '  ^^ 
Creighton,  Mr^  speech  of,  on  the  Postoiaster 

Oenerara  concerna         -       .      .      -  H6« 
Croaby,  John,  senior  and  jonbr,  a  bill  ^r  the 
relief  o^  twice  read,  ^lc 
reported  with  an  odiAiidmcnt    - 
read  a  third  time,  an^  paaaed-    -  „ 

Culpeper,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  Compensation  biU  \w 
on  the  general  appropriation  bill      -      '  j^iT 
on  the  Postmaster  Qenerara  aflUrs   •     ;  ^*^ 
Cumberland  Road,  the  Speaker  preaenlad  a  pcb- 
tion  in  relation  to  the     •       -      *  . 
a  Meaaage  from  the  Piesident  ceaccnuos 

a  report  on  the  subject  of  the  Meanfo      -  '^ 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilaon,  a  comtaitft^  ^^ 

appointed  to  reqtoeat  certain  inibraiatian 

of  the  Preaident  concerning  the  -      ' 
Cuthbert  Alfred,  of  Georgia,  waa  qiialifi«d»  ^* 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  authoriia  ta  adtU-  ^ 

lional  Military  Academy  -  "  *^  '  e^ 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce,  dw.  '  ^ 
on  the  Bank  biU  -  -  '  '  p  [ 
remarka  of,  on  the  bill  coneerniag  the  Poat 

Office  Establishment      -       -      '      ' 

D. 

Dana  Bdmond,  an  adverao  report  on  the  petitioQ  ^ 
of»  concurred  in     -       -       -       *   .  ' 

Darlington,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  the  resolotion 
relaUng  to  the  CheaapMke  and  Mawti* 
Canal   -        -        .  '^      -      •      '  ^ 
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Dartmoor  Priion,  oa  notion  of  Mr.  PietMOili^ 
amended  at  the  soggoftioD  of  Mr.  Jtck- 
•on,  of  Vixginia,  a  committee  wee  ap- 
pointed to  request  of  the  Presideot  sneh 
infermiition  mM/  he  may  deem  praper  to- 
eommnnieate  in  relation  to  the  tranaao- 
tions  at  -        ^       •        .        •        .    462 

a  MeeMge  in   replj,  with  nindiy  does- 

menu 817 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Forajtfa,  the  Ifaeel  Com* 

mittefr  vera  tnstrueted  to  inqmie  into  thf 

•zpediency  of  making  pioviaion  lor  the 

aeamen»  ic^  injowd  at         •        -        -    876 

a  bilh  piecing  certain  pekaone  wounded  at, 

on  the  Navy  peoaion  Ust»  twke  read       ^  1015 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  ...  1349 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     -        .        .  1363 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Parris,  a  committee  waa 
'  appointed  to  reqaesl'  of  the  PreMdeafe  a 
statement  of  the  namber  of  impreaaad 
aeamen  confined  at        -        •        -        -  IflM 
a  Meaaage  containing  the  etatement  aakad 

for 14A7 

papera  and  docnmanta  valeting  to  the  mai^ 
eacre  at         .......  1606 

David,  John  T^  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  raad» 

and  committed '     -        -  •        •    781 

reported  withont  aaaendaaeBt,  aad  ordered  ' 

to  lie  on  the  table 18S0 

Decatur,  Stephen,  and  William  Shaler,  a  letter 

from,  to  the  Seeretary  of  State       -        -  1476 
from  the  same  to  the  JJey  of  AJgiera  *        -  1477 
Decisiona  of  the  Saprema  Cuort,  a  bill  froaa  tha 
Senate  providing  for  the  paUicatfton  of 

the^ 1203 

twice  read,  and  referred     ....  1307 
reported  without  amaodment,  and  eonmti- 

ted 1833 

indefinitely  poetpaned        ....  1468 
Defiiced  Treeaury  Notes,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, the  Committee  of  Waya  aad  Maaoa 
were  instroetrd  in  velation  to  -        •  1201 

Dilafield,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    -  1033 
third  reading  refused         ....  1230 
Delino,  Ignace  C,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of        -  1414 

twice  read,  dtc 1430 

indefinitely  postponed        .        ..        .        .  1456 
Dennie,  John.    (See  BiMiiU  Jaeob.) 
Dapvedations  by  the  Oeage  Indians,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Beaton  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and   Meana  were  inetrocted  to  inqnlie 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  com- 
penaation  for  the    -        -        -        •        -    675 
Deaha,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  pro- 
perty lost,  &C. 399 

speech  of,  on  the  Ordnance  bitt  -        -        «    97Q 
Dich,  Samuel,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice     -        -        -        .     r  .        .    769 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .  i860 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased     ...  1363 
Direct  Tax,  a  bill  to  reduce  the  amoant  oi;  read 

twice 939 

ordered  to  a  third  readiBg*  .  .  •  .  979 
read  a  third  time,  and  pained  ...  976 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmanta  1122 
oanaitiared,  and  agreed  to  -  •  ->  -  1186 
a  bUI  aopplementary  to  tlw  aot  laying-,  dbc, 
nad  twice     •       - 1222 
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Difect  Tax— continued*  Paga 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased     •        .        •  1396 
returned  from  tha  Senate  with  aamndmeata  1374 
read,  and  referred      .....  1377 
reported,  and  concurred  in         •        •        «  14 18 
Disbanded  Oflkers,  Mr.  Gaston  anbmicted  a  rea- 
ointion  oancerning,  which  the  House  re- 
fused to  consider    .....  1062 
DiatillerieB,  Ac,  Mr.  Roes  preeented  the  petittoaa 
of  anndry  inhahitaota  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  a  repeal  of  the  duties  on    - 
Mn  Watd  alaa  preaesteii  petitlene  of  the 
aauM  ehaiaolar  flam  Boeton  -       •        - 
Dietriet  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  the     .        *        •        .. 
a  faiU  authorising  sobooiption  to  an  edition 
of  tha  laws  relating  tathe,  rsad  twice     - 
the  third  reading  negatived        ... 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Piokene,  the  Judtdaty 
Gommitlee  were  inatnieted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  pseparing  a  code  of 
jurisprudence  for  the      ... 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  a  committee  waa 
.   appointed  to  inqnim  into  the  atate  of  the 

incorpoeated  baake  within  the,  dsc 

Mr.  Ooldsborough  submitted  a  resolution  on 

the  aama  eulijeot    .^        .        •        •        . 

a  hill  supplemental  to  the  act  incorporating 

company  for  making  certain  turnpike 

in«i«adtwioe        •        .        . 
(Sea  TWnpc'ibe  Raad^-^  bill  from  the 
Senate.) 
District  Judges,  Mr.  Gold  submitted  a  resolution 
ralativa  to  the  duties  and  'salaries  of 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee -        -        -  ... 
a  bill  providing  additional  compensation  to 
the,  of  the  Southern  District  of  N.  York, 
read  twice     ••....    679 
ordered  w  a  third  reading  ^        .        -        .  1402 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  146(7 
Dobbins,  Daniel.    (See  Jieed,  Mufu§.) 
Docnmanta,  a  readution  from  the  Senato  direot* 
ing  copiee  of  certain,  to  be  tranemitted  to 
each  of  tha  Judgea  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
read      -••.... 
read  a  aeoond  and  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Ddph,  Charles,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  ctiildren  o^  read  twice     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        .        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        -        - 
Domestic  Ooods,  Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, praying  that  certain  manufactuies 
of,  in  said  Territory,  may  be  exempted 
from  penaltiee,  &c,  referred  - 
Domestic  Manufootures,  Mr.  Sergeant  preeented 
a  petition  from  eundry  inhabitanuof  Phil- 
adelphia, praying  a  repeal  of  the  act  im* 
peeing  duties  on     -        -        -        -        - 
Mr.  Sharpe,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  simi* 
lar  petition    •-..•- 
Mr*  Hulbert,  of  Massaohusetta,  presented  a 
aimitar  petition      ..... 
Doorkeeper,  appointment  of  a  - 
Dougherty,  Thomas,  election  of,  as  Clerk  of  the 

Hooee 

Drawbaok  of  Datiee,  a  bill  to  allow  %  00  spirits, 

dbc,  read  twice      ....        -  1401 
oidaaadtoathirdMadtet  *  -1408 
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Drawback  of  Duties— continuad.  Paga. 

read  a  third  time,  and  paMed     ...  1463 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment    ..-••••  1466 
contideredt  and  concurred  in     *        -        «  1467 
Duck  River,  a  bill  making  appropriation!  for  re- 
pairing the  road  from,  to  Madiaonvilie,  dte., 
read  twice      ...•••  1373 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        .  1407 
Dunn,  Thomas,  ajipointment  of^  aa  Sergeaat-at- 

Armt    -        -        .      •  -        -        -        -    376 
Duties  and  Drawbacks,  annual  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  stating  the  amount 

of 408 

Duties  on  Merchandise,  Mr.  Lowndes  presented 
to  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  containing  aa  estimate  of 
the  whole  amount  of,  accruing  the  past 

year 731 

Duties  on  Stamps,  dec,  a  biU  to  continue  in  force 

the  act  laying,  read  twice       ...    738 
read  a  third  time,  and  psssed     ...    746 
Duties  on  Imposts  and  Excises,  Mr.  Ward  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  on  the  subject  of       -    940 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  National  Cur- 
rency     1109 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  request  of  the  Preaident  in- 
formation concerning  certain  -        -        -  1009 
a  Messsge  from  the  President,  with  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  reply  1402 

Earlf  Caleb,  and  John  Keen,  an  adTerse  report 

on  the  petition  oU  agreed  to   -        -        •    398 
Eaatman,  Jonathan  B.,  a  biU  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice -    389 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  •  -  392 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  393 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor  •  691 
Eaaton,  Rufus,  a  delegate  from  Missouri  Terri- 
tory, was  qualified,  dte.  -  .  -  •  381 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  rights 

of  pre-emption  .....  386 
concerning  certain  Western  lands  -  -  397 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce, 

dec 646 

on  the  bill  concerning  military  service        -    992 
Eaaton,  Sarah,  and  Dorothy  Storer,  a  bill  for  the 

relief  of,  read  twice,  and  committed        -  1207 
progress  reported,  and  leave  to  sit  again  re- 
fused      1868 

Edwards,  Weidon  N.,  of  North  Carolina,  was 

qualified,  dec 917 

Edwardsville,  Illinois  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

Stephenson,  the  Committee  on    Public 

Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  esubltshing  a  lakidofiioe  at  1380 

Elections,  appointment  of  the  standing  Commit' 

'tee  of-        -        -        -        -        -        -    376 

general  report  of  the  said  committee  -        -    744 
Enters,  Lewis,  and  William  Zeigler,  Mr.  Hop- 
kinson  presented  the  petition  of,  on  the 
subject  of  gas  light,  referred  ...    975 
Estimates,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  with  certain  ...        -    460 
Expenditures  and  application  of  Moneys  for  the 
Military  Department,  a  report  on  the  sub* 

ject  of  the 450 

same  in  relation  to  the  Navy  Depattmaat  •  1376 
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Pi|i. 
Expensaa  of  the  Militia  inconred  by  8tsls  gov- 
ernments ;  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wiigh^  t 
select  committee  was  appoinlsd  on  the 
subject  of      -      .  -        -       .      .      - 

a  bill  concerning  the,  read  twice,  and  cob- 
uiitted  *        .'.        .       .       •■ 

a  report  on  sundry  olaims  for,  referrsd  to  the 
Secretary  of  War 

Mr.  Mills  submitted  a  resolution  coneeraiDg  1031 

modified  and  agreed  to      •       -       >      •  1047 

Expenses  of  the  Army  and  Militia  during  the 

years  1814  and  1816,  a  bill  makiagid- 

ditional  appropriations  to  defray  the,  letd 

twice,  and  committod    .       •       -      • 

reported  with  an  amendment  striking  <mt 
the  years,  and  inserting  "  during  the  late 
war,"  read  three  times  thus  ameiMied,  and 
passed  -        -        -        -       •       •     ; 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  afflend- 
aent,  and  concurred  in  - 
Expenses  of  Public  Buildings,  Mr.  Jewett  tab- 
mitted  a  resolution  asking  a  miante  de* 
tail  of  the 9W 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  te 
present  the  same  to  the  President  -      •  1809 

message,  with  a  statement  in  reply  •  •  H^ 
Expenses  of  the  United  States  Coorti,  on  mo- 
tion 6f  Mr.  Marsh  the  Secretary  of  Uie 
Treasury  was  directed  to  ley  before  Ibe 
House  a  statement  of  the,  in  certain 
States  -        •        -        -        -  •    -      - 

report  in  reply  -       -        -       -       -      • 
Exportation  of  Gold. and  Silver  Coin,  Mr.  Hop- 
kinson  presentad  a  petition  of  sandry  in- 
habitanta  of  Philadelphia,  -praying  a  lew 
to  prohibit  the,  referred  .       .       -      - 
Extra  Compensatioo,  a  resolution  grantittgi  to 
the  officers  and  servanta  of  the  HoQ«e,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  passed       -      >  ^^ 
Extra  dutiea  on  foreign  vessels,  Mr.  Bndboiy 
presented   the  petiiion  of  soodiy  ol•^ 
ohanta,  &c.,  of  Portland,  prayiog  Uie  im- 
position of,  referred        .        .      - 

F. 

False  Invoices,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wendover 

thto  Committee  of  Commerce  and  MaoQ- 

factures  were  instructod  to  inquire  iote 

the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  more 

effectually  to  prevent  the  introductios  of 

Fanning,  Henry,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .       .       •      '■ 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    • 

Parish,  Thomas  B.,  a  biU  for  relief  of,  twice  mA, 

and  committed      -        -       •       *      ' 

reported  with  an  amendment    -       *      * 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -  ' 

Farrar,  Thomaa,  and  others,  a  bill  (ot  relief  of, 

twice  read,  dec.     .        .        -       -      " 

reported  with  an  amendment     -      '       ' 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased    -       *      * 

Farmers  and  Mechanicf*  Bank  of  Georgetown, 

report  on  the  petition  of  the  -       *    .  ' 

Farrow,  Pharoah,  a  bill  concerning,  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       *       * 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -       -       * 

Female  Orphan   Avylum  of  Washingtoo,  Mr. 

Forsyth  submitted  a  resolution  conosroiag 

the -      • 
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Page. 
Field  Officers  of  Militie«  e  bill  (torn  the  Senate 

concerning    ...  •        .  1089 

twice  read 1 108 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        •  1380 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed     ...  1403 
Financea,  annoal  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treaanry  on  the  •  -  -  -  -  881 
documents  transmitted  to  Congreas  on  the 

subject  of  the 1801 

Flood,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twiee  read, 

and  eommitted      .....    997 
reported  with  an  amendment     ...  1253 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    ...  1267 
Forbea,  John  M.,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  pre- 
sented the  petition  o(  referred        -        •  1068 
a  hill  for  relief  of  twice  read,  and  eommitted  1127 
Foreign  Affairs,  appointment  of  a  select  eom-  . 

mittee  on       -        •        -        -        .        .    377 
Foreign  Coins,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Webster  the 
Committee  on  National  Carrency  were 
instructed  to  report  a  bill  coneeming      -  1195 
a  biJJ,  in  punnance^  to  regulate  the  car- 
rency of,  twice  read        ....  1229 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .  1374 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1377 
Foreign  Debt,  sUtement  of  the         •        -        •  1620 
Forfeited  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings 
the  Committee  on  Public  Laoda  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain    -        -    731 
a  bill  to  that  effect  twice  read    ...  1068 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        •        .  1354 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed     ...  1357 
Forfeitures,  report  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Tna- 
sury  on  the  petition  of  sundry  merchants^ 
praying  remission  of      <•       -        -        -  1714 
Forney,  D.  M.,  of  N.  Carolina,  was  qualified,  &&  357 
speech  of,  on  the  inquiry  into  the  condnet 
of  the  Postmaster  General     ...  1464 
Forsyth,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning 

an  additional  military  academy  -  -  428 
remarks  qf,  on  the  number  of  cadete  •  •  448 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce  455^  457, 462 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gaston'a  motion  to  poat- 

pone  indefinitely    -        .        .        •        •    473 
remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  postpone  in- 
definitely the  Senate  bill  on  the  same 

•nbject 598,594 

remarks  o(  in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowndes  -        •    60S 
speech  of,  on  the  paasage  of  the  Commer- 
cial bill  ......    852 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Kandolph*s  resolntion 

respecting  General  P.  B.  Porter     -        -    942 
remarks  of,  in  replv  to  Mr.  R.   -        •        •    945 
speech  of,  on  the  United  Stetes  Bank  bill  -  1139 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  Navy  1370 
Fractional  Sections  of  Public  Lands,  the  Speak- 
er presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Mississippi  Territory,  praying  a 
subdivision  of,  referred  ....    418 

an  adverse  report  concurred  in  -        -        •    736 
Franklin  Bank  of  Alexandria,  report  on  the  po- 

tition  of  the  -       »        -        -        -        •  1264 
Frontier  of  Missouri  Territory,  Mr.  Gaston  pre- 
sented a  petition  of  the  Legislature  of 
said   Territory,  respecting  forte  erected 
along  the,  referred  -        -        •        -  1014 

a  bill  for  relief  of  the  petitioners,  dec,  read 
twice,  and  conunitted    ....  1127 


Page. 
Fulton,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the 

benefit  of  the  widow  and  children  of       -  1346 
twice  read,  and  referred    ....  1350 
reported  with  amendmente        ...  1411 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  1439 
Funded  and  Floating  Debt,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cady  the  Seereteiy  of  the  Treasury  was 
directed  to  report  what  additions,  if  any, 
have  been  made  to  the,  since  the  80th  of 

September  last 957 

report  and  statement  in  reply    -       -  .      -  1122 
copy  of  the  report  in  full  •        •       .        .  1697 
Further  Appropriations,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
making,  for  the  year  1816,  read  three 
times,  and  passed 1465 

G. 

Gaston,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -        -        •        .        .    375 
remarks  o^  on  the  Congressional  reaerra- 
tions     .......    394 

speech  of,  on  the  commeretal  convention  456,466 
speech  of,  on  the  third  readinc  of  the  same  489 
speech  o^  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

on  Stending  Rules,  dec.  •  .  .  .  699 
speech  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  direet  tax  -  871 
remarks  o^  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to 

postpone 1135 

speech  of,  on  the  United  Stetee  Bank  bill    1 146 
remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill         -  1 187 
Gelston,  David,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    -  1278 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  toble          •        .        -  1412 
General  Court  of  Indiana  Territory,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  McLean,  the  Judiciary  Committee 
were  iostrocted  to  inquire  what  amend- 
mente were  necessary  in  the  act  regula- 
ting the •    385 

General  Land  Office,  letters  from  the  Commis- 
sioners, on  various  subjects^  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands     -     396,  459 

719,  857 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Jenninge,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the,  was  directed  to  report  a 
stetement  of  the  lands  to  which  righte  of 
pre-emption  have  been  granted      •        -    958 
report  of  that  officer  in  reply     .        ...    979 
General  Staff  of  the  Army,  a  Utter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  on  the  aobject,  and  a  bill 
for  organizing  the,  twice  read  -        .    898 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        .  1236 

read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    -        -  1237 
reported  with  amendmente,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      .....  1239 
^read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •        .        .  1250 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmente  1410 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        .        -  1411 
Georgia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  granting  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  a  certoin  act  of  the  Stete  of       -  1068 
Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilde  the  Judiciaiy  Committee  were  in- 
structed te  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of 
providing  for  a  more  convenient  arrange- 
ment of  the  times  and  places  of  holding 
the  circuit  courte  of  the  United  Stetes  in  1047 
a  bill  to  that  effect,  twice  read    ...  1051 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1353 
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P«ge. 
Geiry,  Ann,  Mr.  Hulbert  pretentad  a  petition  of, 

referred  ......    691 

a  bill  aatborizincr  payment  to,  dDc,  twtee 
read,  and  committed      ....  1052 

committee  discharged         ....  1454 

Oholaon,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  remafka  of,  on  tofer* 

ring  a  anbject  connected  with  Che  mtlitia    877 
apceeh  o(  on  the  bill  lo  regulate  commerce     662 
Olaagow,  Hngh,  of  Pennsylvania, -waa  qualified, 

and  took  hie  seat   .....    379 

OMt  -Mr.  remarks  of,  on  hia  reooLntion  oMiconi* 

ing  the  United  6t«tesdistr£eC  judges        •    388 
speech  of,  en  the  motion  to  postpone  inde* 

iinitelj  the  OonMnordal  bill    ...    482 
remarks  of;  on  the  motion  lo  tfjed  the  Sen- 
ate bill  on  that  subject  .        .        «.        .    594 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tarifT  1321 
Goldaborongh,  Charles,  of  Maryland,  was  qnali* 

fied,  dec. 883 

rainarha  of,  on  the  naotetion  eonoftning 

trafiic  in  slaves      .....  1117 
fenarka^f,  on  United  Stales  Bank  bill  1119^  1122 
remoi4e  of,  on  the  Direct  Taa  bill     -        -  1136 
Goldsmiths,  ^Iversmiths,  4ce.,  Mr.  Seiyeant  pro- 
soDled  a  petition  of  the,  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  repeal  of  the  act  impoaing  duttaa 
on  gold  and  silver  plate,  dec.,  referred    •    468 
a  resolution  to  that  effect,  from  and  afler 
the  I8ih  April  neit,  agreed  to,  and  m  biH 
ordered  in  porsaaaee     -        •        .        .    803 

Ooods,  Wares,  and  Meiehandise,  m  bill  to  oon- 
tinne  in  Ibree  the  aet  imposing  additional 
4tttioa  00,  twice  read,  and  committed      -    694 
debatod  in  Commiilae  of  the  Whole        T34,  787 
ordered  to «  third  reading          ...    733 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    738 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amvndmenti, 
and  conearred  in    -        .        .        -        .    817 
GofOf  Governor,  of  Upper  Cnnada,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Lowndea   the  Committee  of  Ways 
and   Means  were  instructed  to  Inquire 
into  .the  ezpedienDy  of  exempting  from 
duly  the  carriage  of       -        -        -        -1189 
included  in  the  bill  remitting  dutiea  fo  Har- 
vard College  1291 

Goveni<nent,«  bill^making  appropriations  for  the 
aapport  o^  for  1816,  twice  read  nnd  com- 
mitted   1210 

reported  with  amendments  -  .  .  13O8 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  i3t2 
rend  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1314 
returned  from  tbe  Senate  with  amendments  1869 
<read  ami  committed  -  -  .  -  •  1360 
reported  disagreement,  and  the  Senate  re- 
ceded            -        .  1363 

Governors  of  Stetea,  Mr.  Bassett  submitted  i 
resolution  to  'oeMnd  the  aUnding  rules 
and  ordera,  so  es  to  edmit,  within  the  Hall  1080 
amended  and  agreed  to      ....  1046 
Grant  of  Land  to  General  Jackson  by  the  In- 
dians, a  message  from  the  President,  re- 
commending  confirmation  of  the,  referred    719 
(8ee  Jac£Mvi,  Oenerai  Andrew,) 
Graydon's  Digest  of  tbe  Laws  of  the  United 
Slates,  on  motioh  of  Mr.  Newton,  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  was  directed  to  pro- 
'  euro  twenty-five  copies  of,  for  the  Use  of 
the  House  and  its  commilteee        -       •691 


Griffin,  Isaac,  of  P«nneylvaniatWM^iidied,ft&  Wi 
Gresvenor,  Thomaa  P.,  of  New  Tori^w^ 

ified,  dtc.       -        -       *      -     •     •  3SI 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Rsadolph'toMlinna. 

earning  P.  B.  Foiter  -     •    •  9(8 

remarks  of,  on  the  Canadtsa  Bd8|Mait|| 
remarka  of,  on  the  Cootpeasttioi  Ul  lUI,UtO 
remarks  o^ -OB  the  UaitsdStslMBtakliillUB 

ni: 

romnka  o^  on  the  Senate's  samdMUbto 
theabove       - IS 

speech  nf,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wslmn  •     •  IK 

speech  of,  on  the  biU  fw  thi  eoBeaioB  if 
fUToaue         ...       ISM^l39l,M 

remarka  of,  nn  tbe  inqaify  iats  the  Fat- 
maater  Oeanaa^  aceouats    -      140,116 
Guy,  Mntthav.    (Sea  Skmmi^Jtt^) 

Habemi  OwpaafOnmotiim^lCr.WiUi.ihiJi- 
didMj  ConHnUtee-wen  iafllradriaJi- 
-  ^qotro,  -  &0.,  ooneemiog^  tke  asit  4atd 
awarding,  granting,  dbe.,  WRli«f*    •  Ki 
Hale,  ^Uliam»  of  New  flampikiffe,  tm^ 

fied,dtc «* 

Sail,  Mr.,  remarks  o(  en  the  Bank  bffi  •    •  IW 
umarhaof,  on  tha  inquiiy  esaaamcte 
Boatttiaater  General  .     .      IIM 

Hallowall,  fiilwnrd,a  bill  teaawiltbielh 

relief  ol^  twiee  read  '     '      m 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       •     '    '  '^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passsd  •     •    •  IR 
Hmnilton,  Elixaboth,  Mr.  Gold  pisimtal^r 

titton  o(  referred ,|2 

abilllbrreiiefof,twioeTMa    -     '    '^ 
ordered  to  a  thir(^readiag        -     '    '  IS 
rai^athinitim«,aadpaswd    .     •    •i>» 
Hamilton  Oonnty  Conrt-Hoose,  Oki^  a^» 
thorixiog  payment  fm  (he  deitradao « 
twice  read,  and  oommtttsd    -    -    '7: 
reported  with  an  amendmeat    -         '  !^ 
read  a  third  tine,  and  psssed    -  •  *    '  ^ 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  9axiAaa»  i^>J 
conaidered»  and  coneoned  ia    -    *    ' 
Hnmon,  William,  a  bUI  for  relief  of.  *^^^  ^ 
andnommtttad       -       *      '     *    .iiN 
reported  with  an  amendaMDt    •  |  ^^. 

road  a  third  lime,  and  paiied    -     '   . ' 
Hampden,  in  Maine,  a  bill  lor  ^^r^ 
ownma  of  goods enteied  it,tvKi  ""^ ^^^ 

and  committed       •       -      ' ,   j  ^[ 
inported  with  amendsMnla,  taA  om**'  *  ^^ 

third  reading         -       '      '  1S$ 

read  a  third  time,  and  pssKd    -     '     ' 

Humon,  Alenander  C,  of  HUxf^f^  '^ 
•fiedr  dbc.        -       -       -     • .  ^J^^ 
apeech  of;  on  Che  motion  lo  t^^^  0 
MH  oAttoerning  the  osB«eatii«     '       ^ 
apeeeh  of,  on  ^he  Direct  Tax  ^     ' 
son,  Charles  W.    (See-Mj*'**^ 
Hardin,  Benjamin,  of  Kentucky,  »••  ^^  ^ 
and  took  his  aeat   -       '      *       .^ 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regoltii  c«»»«^;  ^ 


0 


remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  s  ««««*  "^  ^ 

remarks  of,  on  the  moUoa  ftr  ths  CmBi^  ^ 

to  rise   -        -       -    «:  l:ii      '  J*^'^^ 
apeech  of,  on  the  DifWt^^^ 
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Hardin,  Benjamin — continued.  P«9«. 

remarks  of^  on  tha  bill  concerning  spirits,  Ac*  1234 
remarks  of,  recommending  Kentucky  whis- 
key instead  of  claret 
remarks  of,  on  ike  Senate's  ameindments  to 

the  Bank  bill 

Barrison,  8am  ael.    fSee  Courtney ,  John  T*) 
Hamson,  General  William  U.,  the  Speaker  laid 
before  the  Hoase  the  memorial  of,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Expendi- 
tures       

committee  disehazged,  and  memorial  refer- 
red to  the  Secretary  of  War   -        -        • 
Harrard  College,  Mr.  Ward  praaented  the  peti- 
tion of  the,  referred 
a  hill  to  remit  certain  duties  to,  twice  laad  1149 
•   ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        *        -        -  1290 
amended  by  including  the  xaniage  ^f  Gov- 

aruor  Gore 1291 

read  a  third  time»  and  paased     i.        .        .  1295 
Haawell,  N.  B.    (See  Pcoidbe,  John  U^  m^ 

dhert.) 
Hatters  of  Bostan,  Mr.  Wasd.preseatad^  peti- 
tion of  the,  referred        .        ^        .        -    676 
Mr.  Pitkin  also  presented  a  similar  petition 
from  Connecticut  -----    679 
Helmbold,  George,  Mr.  Sergeant  pMsented  the 

petition  of 1080 

Hinds,  Major,    (See  Nixon^  Lieut.  CohmtL) 
Hodge,  George.    (See  Barrtf,  Edward.) 
Holkar,  John,  a  bill  from  tbe  Senate  for  relief  of  1263 
twice  read,  and  referred     ....  1274 
reported  without  amendment      -        -        -  1249 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ^        .        .  1464 
Hopkinson,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Commercial 

bill -        -    485 

speech  of,  on  the  question  of  final  paaaage 

of  the  same '    639 

speech  of,  on  the  Direct  Tax  bill  •  •  792 
speech  of,  on  the  United  Sutes  Bank  bill  -  1095 
remarks  of,  on  the  traffic  in  alafcs  in  the 

District  of  Columbia       •        -        •*        -  1117 
remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill  -  1 186 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  collection  of  rev- 
enue        1383, 1400 

HomCy  James  and  Joshaa,  adverse  report  on  the 

petition  of,  coucurred  in 
Hornet,  Sluop-of-war,  a  bill  to  reward  the  offi- 
cers aud  crew  of  the,  twice  read 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        -        - 
Horses  lost,  dec.,  Mr.  Hardin  preaented  a  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  rala- 
tiTO  to  compensation  for,  laid  on  the  table 
Hour  of  Meeting,  Mr.  Condiot  submitted  a 
lution  to  change  the        -        -  .      - 
considered,  and  disagreed  to       •        - 
another  motion  to  change  the,  to  ten  o'clock, 

agreed  to 

House  of  Bepresentati?es,  Iist.of  manUMi*  present 

at  the  opening  of  the      • 
Household  Furniture,  dtc,  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
duties  on,  twice  read       .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Hottstoun»  James  E.,  Mr.  Telfair  presented  the 
petition  of      -----        - 

Hnger,  Benjamin,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, dec        ----.. 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  rejecting  the  claim 
of  A.  Montgomery        -       - 
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Huger,  Benjamin — continued.  Page. 

speedi  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce  -    672 
remarks  of,  on  the  rerenue  report       -        -    676 
speech  of,  introducing  a  resolution  concern- 
ing the  remains  of  the  late  General  Wash- 
ington    1007 

remarka  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Root                 -  1010 
speech  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  un- 
settled balances lOftS 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Condict  -  -  1070 
speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill  -  1159, 1180 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  -        -  1S62, 1274 

Huie,  Captain  John,  of  the  Now  York  militia, 
and  others,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Porter,  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  dec,  ware  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placing,  on  the  pension  list    -        -        -    662 

Httlbert,  Mr^  speech  o/,  on  tha  bill  to  aalablish 

an  additional  Military  Academy  -  •  424 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  King,  of  M«ii^ 

chusetts  --....  448 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  conoaauBg  Ganadian 

refiigeea  --.-..  999 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  organising  the 

General  Staff,  dbc 1285 

remarks  of,  on  tbe  Uriff  -  -  .  1287, 1271 
remarks  of,  on  the  Seaata'a  amendmanta  to 

the  Bank  bUl         -        -        -        -  1889,184t 

Hull,  Jabea,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  raad  -  -  389 
onlared^  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  -  392 
raad  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        -    998 

I. 

Illinois  Teivitery,  MrJ  Stevenson  preaented  a  pe- 
tition of  the  Legislature  of,  relative  to  tbe 
judicial  system  of  said  Territory,  referred    421 
a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  regulating  and 
defining  the  duties  of  the  Judges  of,  twice 

read 679 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  «  -  ^  -  1289 
raad  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  -  1295 
returned  from  tbe  Senate  with  amendments  1414 
considered,  and  disagreed  to       -        -        -  1419 

a  bill  making  farther  provision  for  settling 

claims  to  land  in,  twice  read  -  •  -  691 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  1220 
read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table 1220 

taken  up,  read  again,  and  passed                -  1224 
returned  from  tlM  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment      1414 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -  1419 

Mr  Stephenson  presented  another  petitkni 
of  the  Legislatura  of,  praying  an  abridge- 
ment of  the  powers  of  the  Oovernom,  re- 
ferred     959 

report  that  it  is  inexpedient  coacsnred  in  -  1108 
a  bill  to  authoriae  the  surveying  and  making 

a  road  in,  twice  read  -  -  -  -  1878 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  -  -  1409 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -  1411 

lUinob  and  Missouri  Tarritorias,  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  appointment  of  a  surveyor  of  the 
Aublic  lands  for  the,  twice  read        -        -  1248 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        -  1375 
read  a  third  time  and  passed  1377 

returned  fram  tbe  Sonata,  withamandmants  1439 
eansideredy  and  concunad  in     -       •       -  145t 
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Imported  Salt,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act 
impofting  additional  dutica  on,  icc^  twice 

read ^94 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        •        .    738 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    784 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  to  regelate  the  du- 
ties out  twice  read          ....  1301 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1849 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasfied     ...  1352 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1410 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        •        •  1488 
Indemnification,  Ac,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for, 
of  certain  daimanta  to  land  in  Mississip- 
pi, twice  read,  and  referred     ...  1193 
reported  without  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted         1248 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       .....  1375 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1877 
Indian  Afisirs,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
accounts  connected  with  the  superintend- 
ency  of,  in  Indiana        ....    427 
Indian  Depredations,  an  adverse  report  on  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi 
Territory,  relating  to      -        -        -        -    863 
Indiana  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  changing  the  western 

limit  of 888 

an  adverse  report  thereon  •        -        -        -    691 
Mr.  J.  also  presented  the  petition  of  the  Le- 
gislature of,  praying  thst  said  Territory 
may  be  erected  into  an  independent  State, 
dec,  referred  .        •        •        •        .    408 

a  bill  to  admit,  into  the  Union,  dbc,  twice 

read      -        - 459 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1299 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1300 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1367 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -  1373 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  the  Le- 
gislature, concerning  a  salt  spring  there- 
in, concurred  in     -        -        -        -        -    803 
Infirm,  dtc,  Oificers  and  Soldiers,  a  bill  for  re- 
lief of,  twice  read 392 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    413 
read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

Ubie 413 

Ingham,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Tarifi"  1239,  1274 

Inspectors,  Measurers,  d^,  a  bill  to  increase  the 

compensation  of,  twice  read    ...  1344 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .  1353 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1357 
Interest,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gaston,  the  Military 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing,  to  the  militia, 
and  privatea  in  the  army,  dbc,  in  certain 
cases     .......    694 

a  report,  that  it  would  be  inexpedient        •  1068 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
Secretary  of  War  waa  directed  to  report 
whether,  was  paid  on  bilb  drawn  on  the 

War  Department 1236 

rpport  of  said  Secretary     .        -        .        -  1249 
Invalid  Pensions,  a  supplementary  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  anbject  of,* 
referred  ......  1212 


Invalid  Pensienv— continued.  Fi|t 

a  bill  to  increaae,  in  certain  csm,  nai  t 
third  time,  and  passed    -       ...  uu 

Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  concerning,  tvkeiad  ISSI 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  •  •  H\{ 
returned  from  the  Senate,  whh  tmeodsaik  Ufi 
considered,  and  concurred  in    -      •    •  U66 

Irving,  William,  of  New  York,  wss  qiiili6ed,&c  HO 

Irwin,  Jared,  of  Pennsylvania,  wuqQili£«i,&c  SR 

J. 

Jackson,  John  G.,  of  Va.,  was  qualified,  Ac.   •  K 

apeech  o(  on  the  bill  to  regalate  esianeice  K! 

apeech  of,  on  the  revenue  report      •     •  ^ 

remarks  of,  on  the  Compensatisn  bill      •  11^ 

remarks  of,  on  tha  Poet  Office  E^bUduieat  llil 
Jaduonv  General  Andrew,  report  00  thfi  Un- 
•age  recommending  confinnstioB  of  the 
Indian  donation  of  land  to,  committed  •  iSH 

a  bill  to  confirm  the  grant  therein  meotioe- 
ed  to,  which  the  Honse  refosed  to  cobbIb  1376 

indefinitely  postponed       -      .     -    -liM 
Jail  and  Court-Honae,  in  Alexandria,  Mr.  Len 
presented  the  petition  of  soodiy  iabi^- 
anU  of  aaid  dty,  praying  the  ewaa  rf 
a,  referred      -        -        -       ...  411 

a  bill  to  «nable  the  Levy  Court  ofikmtj 
to  lay  a  tax  for  the  purpoie  bmwm. 
twice  read ^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  •  *  ^*" 
James  River,  on  motion  of  Mr.Ple«niil«;««» 
mittee  was  appointed  to  inqum  uto  « 
expediency  of  granting  the  t^nt  of  w* 
grcss  to  an  act  of  the  Geoeril  haenUf 
of  Virginia,  incorporsting  a  eompuj  «• 
improve  the  navigation  of  the,  «■ 

a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  CoDgitti»«;  ^^ 
to,  twice  read         -        -      '     *    .*  ]3J7 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -     *    ' 
Jennings,  Jonathan,  a  delegate  fiom  lodma^ff'  ^ 
Titory,  was  qualified,  Ac      '     .' 

remarks  of;  introductory  of  a  rwrfaW'^  ^ 
lating  to  settlers  of  public  lands    •     ' 

remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  inqfl«7,^ 
accounU  of  the  Superintcodcnt  ot  v^^  ^^ 

,  Affairs  -        -        -       -       "  ,  Jl,— 

Jcwett,  James,  a  bUl  to  aulhoriw  m  ducwi'  ^ 

of,  from  imprisonment,  twice  reid  •  ^jj 

ordered  to  a  tftird  reading  -      '     '    .  5li 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasied   "     '     .  744 


Jewett, 


disagreed  to  by  the  Senate       '     '^i 
jtt,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  United  Statei  Jw 
bill        -        .        -       -      - .,  •  jL,, 


lltf 
375 


40i 


4S3 


Johnson,  James,  of  Virginia,  wai  qj^^  *t 

remarks  o^  on  the  Companstwa  m    ^ 

Johnson,  It  M.,  of  Kentucky,  •f^^^'^'JLtr 

bin  to  authorize  p^jmeai  for  F»P^ 

lo6t,d&c         -        -       -      '^infinn, 
remarks  of,  on  the  biU  for  support  of  «>» 

Ac,  officen  of  the  H^f^Vj^l^ioaemy 
speech  of.  on  the  additional  IWiWsiy  a^   ' 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mesin.  Kiog^    .44$ 
'^bert       -        -        .       -      •      .     .  S51 
'      apeech  of,  on  the  Direct  Tax  JjH  .  ^ 

speech  of,  on  the  Ordnance  biU-    ^^ 
speech  of,  on  the  biU  conceminj  «»     .  0 

services  -        -       '      '^  us7,ll^ 

speech  of,  on  the  Compenituoii  m         j^ 

speech  of,  on  Post  Oflifli  in«^" 
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Johnsooy  R.  M.— epntinued.  Page, 

remarks  oU  on  the  General  Staff       -        -  1991 
remarks  of,  on-  the  General  Appropriation 

bill 1303 

Jonee,  'Gneniaey  and  Co^  and  others,  Mr.  Lang- 
don  presented  the  petition  of  •        -        -    546 
Jones,  Thomaa  Ap  Catesby,  a  bill  for  ivlief  o^ 

twice  read,  and  referred        ...  1060 
reported  with  an  amendment     ...  1863 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1367 
Jones,  Russell.    (See  PtiuUet  John  H,) 
Judicial  System,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  the 
Judiciary  Committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire,  ice.,  concerning  the^  of  the  Uni- 
ted States      1047 

a  bill  further  to  extend  the,  twice  read        ^  1S67 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  1414 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee on  the      /.    376 

Jurisprudence,  a  bill  authorising  the  Judge  of  the 
Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of  Columhia 
td  prepare  a  code  of,  for  said  District, 
twice  read     ......  1408 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1411 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment    -        -        -        •        .    '    .        .  1439 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        .  1463 

K. 

Kaskaskia,  a  bill  to  establish. a  land  district  in 
IlUnois  Territory,  JaR^f  the  district  of, 
twice  read     -        -        .        .        .       '.  1401 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1402 
KauffeU.  John,  and  Michael  Hen  get,  report  on 

the  petition  of,  committed       -        -        -  1 149 
Keeler,  Ebenezer,  and  John  Francis,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Root,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  discharging,  from  imprison- 
ment    -        >        .        .        .        •       .    918 
a  bill  directing  the  discharge  of,  twice  read  1149 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -     ^-        -        -  1S90 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1S96 
Kemp,  Thomas,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  1196 
Kent,  Moses,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  dec  -    384 
Kentucky  Abolition  Society,  Mr.  Clark  present- 
ed the  petition  of  the,  referred        -        -    451 
adverse  report  concurred  in       -        -.       -^691 
Kerr,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dec.        -    375 
Kidd,  Robert,  a  biU  for  relief  o^  twice  read        -  1149 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .  1290 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1296 
Kidder,  Samuel,  junior,  Mr.  Steams  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ...    673 

King,  William  R.,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat  ....    875 
King,  John,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of, 

concurred  in 393 

King,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  speech  of,  on  the 

Military  Academy  .  .  •  ,  433 
remarks  of,  on  a  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy -  -  -  -  .  .  .  464 
ipeech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate-commerce  538 
on  the  motion  to  repeal  the  direct  tax  .  804 
on  hii  resolution  concerning  commercial  re- 

strictiobs       -        .   '     .        .        .        .    877 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Burwell     -        -        -        .    880 
on  the  report  of  the  conferees  on  the  Con- 
vention bill 1049 

on  the  Compensation  bill  -        .       •       •  1184 

14th  Con.  1st  Sess. — 63 


737 

744 

803 

1362 

1366 


1160 
1156 


Page, 
King,  Charles,  letter  from,  to  Mr.  Adams,  on  the 

Dartmoor  atfoir     .....  x609 
Kitchell,  Asa.    (See  Diek^  SamueL) 
Knoxville,  Tennessee,  a  bill  from  Uie  Senate  au- 
thorising the  sale  of  a  lot  of  ground  in, 
the  property  of  the  United  States   - 
read  twiee^  and  referred     .... 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and; passed     ... 
Kurta,  Andrew,  a  bill  authorixing  and  requiring 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  letters  pat- 
ent to,  twice  read  -        .  ^      . 
read  a  tldrd  time,  and  passed    -        -        - 

X. 

Lambert,  William,  a  letter  from,  with  abstracta 
of  his  calculations  relative  to  the  longitude 

of  the  Capitol 386 

referred  to  a  select  committee    ...    735 
(See  Longitude,  4*^.) 
Land  Offices,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  establishing 
one  for  the  district  east  of  Mississippt 
river  and  Island  of  New  Orleans    -        -1414 
twice  read         -        -        -        •        -        .  1419 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  14^ 
on  motion  of  Mr.  £aston,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing,  at' 
Arkansas  and  Jackson   ....    453 
inexpediency  reported,  and  concurred  in    -  1236 
Land  Titles,  on  motion  of  the  same,  the  same 
committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther alterations  were  necessary  in  the  law 
ratifying,    in   Mississippi  Territory   and 
State  of  Louisiana         ....    338 
Mr.  Easton  also  presented  sundry  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  BCissonri  Territory, 
on  the  subject  of,  referred       ...    970 
a  bill  for  the  final  adjustment  of,  iu  Louisi- 
ana, twice  read      .....  1243 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  1409 
Land  Warrants,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cady,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
ceiving, in  payment  of  lands,  dtc.  -        -  1008 
report  of  inexpediency  concurred  in    -        -  1224 
Lattimore,  William,  a  delegate  firom  Mississippi 

Territory,  was  qualified,  disc.  ...     375 
Law,  Andrew,  a  bill  to  extend  the  patent  grant- 
ed to,  twice  read    .....  1228 
committee  discharged     .  -        -        -        -  146f 
Lawrence,  William  P.yMr.  Cannon  presented 

the  petition  of 769 

,       an  adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in      -  1056 
Lawrence,  Lieutenant  Colonel  William,  a  bill 

from  the  Senate  for  relief  of   -        •        -  1030 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        .       '  *        •  1047 

reported  without  amendment     ...  1089 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1108 

Lawrence,  Isaac,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

twice  read      ......  1361 

indefinitely  postponed        ....  1468 

Laws  of  the  United  States,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

Ross,  the  Secretary  of  State  was  directed 

to  communicate  to  the  House  what  has 

•  been  done  under  the  act  authorizing  a 

subscription  to  the,  dec *  408 
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Lawf  of  the  United  8ute« — oontinued. 
a  report  in  obedience  thereto  - 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Pickering,  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  was  directed  to  purchase  five  copies 

of  the 

Lead  Mines.  Mr.  Easton  submitted  a  resolution 
instructing  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediencj  of 
regulating  by  law  the  leasing  and  work- 
ing of  the  public,  in  Missouri 
modified,  and  agreed  to  •  •  •  • 
Mr.  Easton  alM  presented  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  said  Territory  on  the 
same  aubject,  referred  to  the  same  Com- 
mittee    <        • 

on  motion  of  the  same,  the  SecreUry  of  the 

Treasury  was  directed  to  report,  at  the 

next  session,  all  the  inlbmiation  he  can 

obtain  relatiTO  to  certain 

Legal  Currency,  a  bill  to  provide  fat  collecting 

the  revenue  in,  read  twice,  and  committed  1381 

report  thereon  discussed  and  recommitted  •  1413 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •        -        -  1431 

read  a  tiiird  time,  and  rejected 

Levant,  British  ship-of-war,  documents  relating 

to  the  capture  of  the,  by  the   United 

States  frigate  Constitution     ... 

Levins,  James,  a  bill  authorizing  payment  of  a 

sum  of  money  to,  twice  read,  and  referred    768 
reported  without  amendment     ...  iseu 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1363 
Levy,  Uriah  P.,  Mr.  MUnor  presented  the  peti- 
tion of 

Levy  Court  of  Alexandria  county,  D.  C.    (See 

Jail  and  Court-hatue,  4-e.) 
Levy  Court  of  Wssbington  county,  D.  C,  a  bill 
to  amend  the  act  conferring  certain  pow- 
ers on  the,  twice  read,  dtc.     ... 
Lewis,  Moses,  a  bill  directing  the  discharge  of 
from  confinement,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Librarian  of  Congress,  on  motion  of  Mr.  For- 
syth, the   Library  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  increasing  the  salary  of  the* 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  the  salary 

of  the   - 
twice  read,  dec 


-  1437 


-  1783 
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Library,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning  the  -  1303 
read  twice  -  .  •  .  .  .  i207 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1863 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1866 
Licenses  to  Retaileis,  a  bill  for  reducing  the  du- 
ties on,  twice  read  .....  1373 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -1410 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        -  1411 
Light-Houses,  Mr.  Robertson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana, 
praying  the  establishnxent  of  one  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi        .        .        .  1334 
a  bill  for  the  building  of  three,  at  the  respect- 
ive places  therein  mentioned,  read  twice, 

and  referred 1873 

reported  with  amendments         ...  1377 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -       ,  -  1380 
Liquidation  of  ceruin  Claims,  a  bill  for  the, 

twice  read      ......    680 

I6id  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        •*  1336 
another  MU  for  the,  twice  read,  dice.    -        •  1376 


Pip. 
Little  Gull  Island,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Uimiicf 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Man  wen 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipc^HMj 
of  making  an  appropriation  for  praenif, 
from  the  encroachments  of  ths  m    .  13M 
Loans,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  ths  SccRturti 
the  Treasury  was  direetsd  to  bj  b^ 
the  Houae  a  statement  of  sll,  aadi  sm 
first  March,  1813,  with  timsisod  tsai  IM 
a  report  in  reply  thereto   -      •     >    •  IX 
remarks  of  the  Secretary  of  tlw  Tmny 

upon     - IfiK 

Loan  Office  Certificates,  on  motioB  of  Mr.  Btti, 
the  same  officer  was  direded  toRpatat 
next  session,  a  statement  of  the  uMUt 

of,  dec  -        - lJr< 

Location  of  Claims  to  Lands,  Mr.  Middkmfn' 
sented  the .  petition  of  the  htphim  i 
Illinois,  praying  further  lime  for  tkc,» 

ferred «« 

/withdrawn,  conaidcred  by  ike  Ho«e,Bid 
^    twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  leiduf   •  IIS 
Longitude  of  the  Camtol,  a  joint  Rsoietioi» 
questing  the  Presideot  to  came  fistk 
obserTations  to  be  made  with  thevrtf 
ascertaining  the,  twice  read  -     •    *  ^^|* 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •     •    *  '^'^ 
Ijoomis,  Erastus,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^tiis 

read,  and  referred ^ 

reported  without  amendment,  tnd  oiM 

to  a  third  reading ^^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •     .    •  19J 
Loomis,  Oustavus,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  t^»>^  {|i! 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •     *    y^^ 
Loes  of  Property  during  the  War,  oa  modotoi 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the  Coaaii- 
tee  of  Claims  were  instfoeted  to  'vs^^ 
into  the  expediency  of  ligaidt&of  ^ 
claims  of  citizens  for  the       '     '  J 
Losses  by  hostile  Indians,  the  SpeakerpR***^ 
the  petition  of  the  LegislatoretflfB"*' 
sippi,  prsying  remuneratieD  flft^*^ 
habitants  for,  by  donations  of  M^^^^ 
those  ceded  by  aaid  Indians,  ^^^' 
Lost  Military  Land  Warranu,  a  hill  prondDS 
for  cases  of,  twice  read  -      «     '     * 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -  ' 

Louisville,  Kentucky.     (See  Ports  of  EM 
Love,  William  C,  of  North  Caroliiii.weqo*'^ 
fied,  dtc.        -        -       '      '     \  J 
Lowndes,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,.  reaitfW  « 
on  militia  expenses     - 
on  the  bill  making  addiUonsl  apprDpm»»| 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Army  tad 
militia  -        -        -       -      •     '     " 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Um^^' 
on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Seaito*^*  ^ 

vention  bill    -        -       -      •     *     ' 
in  explanation  of  his  report  on  the  '*^"!Jj^;jf 

aystero-        -        -       -      -  .  '     ' 
on  Mr.  King's  resolution  conceraiog  cob-  ^. 

meroial  restrictions  -  '  '  [  ^ 
on  a  revenue  resolution  -  *  '  !  ii3i 
on  the  Direct  Tax  bill  -  •  '  . '  jjj; 
on  the  bill  concerning  ■pinti  <l»<i'*^^*.jft 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff-      ^^*  ^j-^ 

on  a  motion  to  postpone  toe  saint    -       ^p^ 
OB  the  bill  to  increase  the  Navy 
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Lumpido,  Mr.,  cpeech  of,  on  the  xevenae  report 

on  the  bill  concerniog  military  lerTicee 
Lj*ii»  Mr.,  remarlu  of,  on  the  bill  coaoemiog  the 

commercial  convention  -        •        . 
Macon,  Nathaniel,  a  letter  from,  resigning  hit 

•eat  in  the  Honee  of  RepreeentatiTee     • 

M. 


Page. 
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1038 
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394 


,  Mr.  King  pieeented  a  petition  of  lundiy 
inhabitants  of,  praying  a  change  in  ooe 
of  the  terms  or  the  district  coart  of  said 
district,  refisrred     -        •        .        .        .    397 

raport  of  inexpediency  agreed  to       -        .    933 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Parris,  Uie  Jodiciary  Com- 
mittee were  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  changing,  dtc,  the  eircoit 
court  of  --•-.••  768 
Malcolm,  Henry,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  petition  df,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  HCeans       -    818 

a  bill  lor  relief  of  twice  rted       ...    975 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        »        •  1295 
Mallory,  Thomas,  Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   •        -        <        .        .  i058 
Manac,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read   -  1376 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  x378 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  i^go 
Manufacturing  Establishmenu,  Mr.  Hopkinson 
and  Mr.  Sergeant  each  presented  petitions 
of  sundiy  proprietors  o^  in  Philadelphia, 
praying  for  the  appointment  of  a  separate 
committee,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole 381 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged, 
and  the  subject  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revision  of  the  Standing  Rales,  dtc.  -    386 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented 
similar  petition,  referred  to  same    -        -    J917 

Mr.  Condict,  of  New  Jersey,  the  same    395,  931 
Marine  Corps,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the 
Naval  Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  law  relating  to  the   -        -        .        .  1808 

a  bill  to  reduce  the,  twice  read  *        -  1410 

indeflnitely  postponed  ....  1439 
Markle,  C.,a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    -        -    896 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -414 

TttA  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  -421 
Marriage  License  Tax,  a  bill  to  appropriate  the, 

in  the  District  of  Columbia,  twice  read  -  1228 

indefinitely  postponed  ....  1454 
Meson,  J.  B.,  of  Rhode  bland,  was  qualified,  &c.  392 
Mssonic  Society  of  Alexandria,  D.  C,  Mr.  Lewis 

presented  the  petition  of  the,  referred      .    420 

adverse  report  concurred  in        .        .        •    675 
Missacre  at  Dartmoor  Prison,  documents  in  re- 
lation to  the  1506 

minute  of  a  conversation  between  Messrs. 
Clay  and  Gallatin,  and  Lord  Castlereagh, 
on  Uie  subject  of  the       ....  1507 

a  letter  from  Mr.  Charles  King  to  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, detailing  the  inquify  inte  the  -  1500 

report  of  Messrs.  Larpent  and  King    -        -  151 1 

correspondence  between  Messrs.  Clay  and 
Gallatin,  and  Lord  Castlereagh      •        -  1517 

letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretary  of 
Sute 1518 

note  firom  the  Secretaiy  of  State  to  Anthony 
St.  John  Baker 1519 


Massacre  at  Dartmoor  Prison — continued.  Page. 
examination  of  witnesses           ...  1520 
statement  of  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate the 1589 

a  list  of  the  prisoners  wounded  and  killed  .  1598 
Maxwell,  John  P.  and  Hugh  H.,  Mr.  Gaston  pre- 
sented the  petitiott  of,  referred        -        -  1188 
a  bill  oodoerntng,  read  twice      .    r    .        •  i289 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1374 
read  a  third  time,  and  pused    ...  1977 
MayrantyMr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Bank  hill       -  1206 
Maysville,  Keotocky«  on  motion  of  Mr.  Deaha, 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mann- 
foeturee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  eatablishing  a  port  of 
entry  at         ......    439 

Mechanics'  ReUef  Society,  of  Alexandria,  Mr. 

Lewis  presented  the  petition  of,  referred    451 
an  adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in       -    780 
Merchants,  Mr.  Ward  presented  the  petition  of 

sundry,  of  Boston,  referred  ...  679 
Mr.  Sergeant,  the  same,  of  Philadelphia  -  768 
petitions  laid  on  the  tsble  ...    709 

Meichants'  Bank,  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Lewis  pro- 
sented  a  petition  for  the  incorporation  of 
the  subscribers  to  the,  referred        -        -    736 
a  favorable  report  thereon  ...  1264 

Merino  Sheep,  Mr.  Hulbert  presented  a  petition 

of  the  breeders  of,  referred      ...    392 
Merry,  Jonathan,  Mr.  Ward  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .        -        .        ^        .    679 
Message,  the  President's  Annual,  (Senate  pro- 
ceedings, p.  12.) 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  several  sub- 
jects of  the,  Were  referred  to  appropriate 

committees 377 

Miami  of  the  J<ake,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  con- 
cerning a  road  from  the  foot  of  the  ra- 
pids of  the,  to  the  Connecticut  reserve, 
twice  read     ......  1295 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ...  1354 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1358 
a  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land 

at  the  British  fort  at  the,  twice  read        -  1068 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1355 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .        ^        .  1362 

Midiigan  Lands,  a  message  from  the  President 

eoneerning  the  unsuitableness  of  the,  for 

bounties,  referred  .....    898 

(See  MHUary  Bounty  Lands,) 
Middlelown,  a  bill  fit>m  the  Senate  concerning 

the  entry  of  vessels  at    ....  1359 

twice  read 1362 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        •  1409 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as 

amended 1411 

Military  Academies,  a  bill  making  provision  for 
three  additional,  twice  re«l  and  commit- 
ted         402 

reported  with  amendments  ...  448 
recommitted  to  the  Military  Committee  -  450 
reported  with  an  amendment  striking  out 

twoofthi  three,  twice  read    ...    575 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1286 
Militaiy  AflairB,  appointment  of  a  seleet  commit- 
tee on  377 

Military  Bounty  Lands,  a  bill  to  authorise  the 
purvey  of  ten  millions  of  acres  in  lieu  of 
the  lands  aet  aptrt  in  Michigan  for,  twice 
read 1853 


Ixii 


INDEX. 

Bbute  Proeeedinffs  and  Debater. 


\m 


Military  Bounty  Lands — oontinned.  Page. 

amended  at  the  Clerk's  Uble      -        -        -1370 

laid  on  the  Uble 1380 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1402 

read  a  third  timet  sod  passed    ...  1407 

MiUtary  Clothing,  on  motioa  of  Mr.  Bryan»  the 
Miliury  Committee  .were  instracted   to  . 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
for  the  payment  of  such  mrticles  of»  as 
may  he  ducito  soldiera  discharged  -        •  1S98 

Military  Establishment,  a  bill  making  appropvia* 
tioas  for  the  support  of  the,  for  1616, 
readtwiee     ......  1288 

read  n  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1868 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmeate  1424 
considered,  and  eoncurt«d  in     •        -       -  1440 

MiUtaiy  Land  Warrants,  for  Revolutionary  ser- 
vices; on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New 
York,  the  committee  of  public  lands  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  extending  the  time  for  issuing  end  Id- 
eating   408 

a  bill  of  that  tenor  twice  read  ...  1166 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  ...  1868 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  elfoct     -  1224 

twice  read 1227 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .  1868 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1362 
Military  and  Naval  Expenditures,  the  Register's 

statement  of 1668 

Military  Pensions,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of 
Ohio^  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authori- 
zing by  law  the  appointment  of  agents  to 
pay,  dte. 388 

Military  Services  during  the  late  war,  a  hill  mak- 
ing further  provision  for  paying  for,  twice 

read     - •    680 

laid  on  the  table        .....    899 
ofdeied  to  a  third  reading  •        .       .        .  1068 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1069 
Militia,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on 

the 877 

Mr*  Caldwell  presented  instructions  fmn 
the  Legislature  of  Ohio  relative  to  organ- 
izing, arming^  dtc     .     -        •        •        .    869 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  subject  was 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War»  with  in- 
structions to  report  at  the  neat  asasion  a 
mtem  for,  dbc      -        -        -        -        •  1488 
a  Message  from  the  President  with  the  an- 
nual statement  of  the    -       »       •       •  1196 
a  bill  for  the  payment  of  the,  in  caass  men- 
tioned, twice  read  •        -        •        .        •  iisg 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •        •        .  1366 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1368 
a  letter  from  the  Seeretazy  of  War  reaped- 

ing  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of-       -  1201 
a  hill  for  organizing,  classing,  and  anningy 

twice  read     -     '•        -        -        •        -  1229 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  1409 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning  the  aonu* 
al  sum  for  arming,  itc^  the    ...  1410 

read  twice 1411 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .       «       .  1464 
Militia  Claims,  papers  communisated   to  the 

House  on  the  subject  of        -        -        -  1741 
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BffHitia  Lawa^  on  motion  of  Mr.  GiSn,  6e 
Military  Committee  were  iubMd  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pnfiar 
for  the  printing  of  a  soitable  BUDfaatf*  (SH 
report  of  said  committee  -      -     •    •  IN) 

MiUer,  Thomas,  end  Strahen  Btiur,  a  Hi  ii 

relief  o^  twice  read      •      -     •    •  \n 
a  third  reading  negatived  -      •     •    •  lH! 

Mills,  Elijah  K.,  of  MsBsadraselli,iPiiqiuriy  » 
speech  of,  on   the  bill  to  repiltte  mt- 
meroe    -        -       -       •      •     •    •  58 

Ministers  to  Foreign  Nationi,  on  OMtiDB  of  Mr. 
Forsyth,  the  Committee  of  Wi^ji  td 
Means  were  instructed  toinqdn  iatoik 
expediency  of  increasmg  the  laini  il- 
lowanceto    - 1S( 

Ministexs  and  Consuls,  papers  on  the  nbjecttf 

compensation  to I^ 

Miner,  Manaeseh,  a  bill  for  relief  o(  md  tvin, 
ajkd  referred  -        -       ....  59 
reported  ^ith  an  amendment    •     •    •  Ifi3 
read  a  third  time,  and  paswd    •     •    •  I^ 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  ifi  ucb^ 

ment,  and  twice  read    -      .     •    •  1^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      .    .    •  Ifl 
Mint,  H  message  transmitting  the  ttfiAi^ 
Director  of  the      -       .      -     •    • 

Mississippi  Territory,  the  petition  of  the  Us** 
lature  of,  presented  at  the  lut  mbMi 
for  admission  into  the  Uiuoo,  vu  R- 
ferred  to  a  select  committee  •     * .  '  ^ 

Mr.  Lattimore  presented  soodzy  pttitiw* 
praying  that  a  census  may  be  takea,  oj 
the  Territory  erected  into  in  uA^^ 
ent  Sute,  referred  to  the  itme  eomaiSn  » 

the  Speaker  presented  a  nsiilir  petiM& 
from  the  Legislature  o(  ordcnd  to  Ik  « 
the  Uble 

Mr.  LaUimore  presented  aaotha peffi«tp 
the  same  effect       -       -      -    ' 

a  bill  to  admit,  into  the  Union,  twice  m 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasted    • 

Missoari  *:^erritor7,  Mr.  Esston  fnt^^^f^ 

tton  of  the  Legislature  of,  pnyns  ^ 
grantof  atractof  laodivaccruiapiv 

pose,  reforred  -  -  -  '  ' 
on  motion  of  Mr.  £.,  the  Jadiaii7  C«* 

mittee  were  instructed  to  io^  iota  w 

expediency  of  amending  the  est  ^^^  ^. 

government  of  -  -  -  '  ' 
a  biU  to  alter  certain  parts  of  the  tctfivUie  ^^^ 

government  of,  twice  read     -  '  iSS 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  '  ^^g 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasisd   - 
Mitohell,  Richard,  a  bill  from  the  Scaile^"'  ^^^ 
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lief  of  - 
twice  read,  and  committed 
reported  without  amendment  • 
recommitted     -       .       -      '     '     ', 
again  reported  without  sfflendoeoti  m  ^^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  \^^ 

read  a  third  tixne,  and  pssisd    •     '     ' 
Mobile^  an  adverse  report  on  the  petitioB  o[  w  ^ 

town  o^  concurred  in   -      '     '  a- 
Montgomery,  Andrew,  an  adverse  report  ob  »  ^^ 

claim  of        -       •       "      '     '     .  il< 
considered,  and  concuired  in    •      *     ' 
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Page. 
Morgui,  ZMqnille,  m  ImU  for  relief  of  the  widow 

and  minor  children  of,  twiee  read  •        •    765 
ordered  to  e  third  reading  «...  1908 
read  a  third  time,  and  paseed    •        •        •  1367 
MoffriMett,  WUiiam,  a  UU  for  relief  of,  twiee 

read      -        - 413 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •       •       •        •    45s 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaied     ...    453. 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  eoncuired  in  -       »        •       •    960 
Moselej,  William.    (8ee  Farrar,  ThomtH,) 
Mowry,  or'Mauy,  Jabez,  and  olheri,  Mr.  King, 
of  Maaaachnaetti,  preaented  die  petition 
of,  referred    ......    768 

a  joint  reaolation  to  indemnif/,  twice  read  -  1068 
•    ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -    .    .  1366 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMeed     ...  1374 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  1439 
conaidered,  and  conoinred  in     *        -        •  1462 
Monday,  William,  a  Mil  from  the  Senate  to 

mcieaae  thepenaiott  of,  read  twice  -  1169 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ^        .        .  1338 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  paaied  aa 
amended        ......  1333 

McCanlj,  John,  Mr,  Ingham  preaented  the  peti« 

tion  of,  referred     .....    433 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  on 

the  fame,  referred  to  the  same        -        .  1308 
an  advene  report  of  the  committee  ooneur- 

red  in 1381 

McCoy,  William,  the  election  of,  conteated  by 

Robert  Porterfield  -        .        .        -106 

confirmation  of  the  right  of,  to  hn  leat       •  1407 
McCulloch,  Jamea  H.,  r^iort  on  tho  petition  of, 

committed 1303 

a  friTOraUe  reaolution  reported  .        .        *  1378 

laid  on  the  table 1379 

McKee,  Samnd,  of  Kentucky,  waa  qualified  -  693 
apeeoh  of,  on  the  revenue  report  -  •  735 
on  the  repeal  of  the  direct  tax  •  -  -  870 
remarka  o^  on  the  Senate'a  amendmenta  to 

the  Bank  Ml! 1343 

on  the  Poet  Office  inreatigation        •        -  1468 

N. 

Kandi,  Xaverio,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of    803 
read  a  firat  time        .....    317 
read  a  aeeond  time,  and  referred        •        -    846 
reported  without  amendment     ...  1356 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1377 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...  1880 
National  Bank,  Mr.  Hopkinton  oraaented  the 
petition  of  a  number  of  inhabitanta  of  Phil- 
adelphia, praying  the  eatabliahment  of  a, 

referred •    386 

Mr.  H.  preaented  another  petition  of  the 

fame  character 393 

Mr.  Bradley  the  fame,  from  the  Diatrict  of 

Maine 401 

Mr.  HopkinflOB,  otherf  of  the  aaitae  character 

from  Philadelphia 40S 

the  Secretary  of  the  lYeaaniy  reported  a  plan 
of  a,  which  was  prefented  by  the  commit- 
tee, together  with  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
fubacribera  to  a  Bank  of  the  United  Statea    605 
Mr.  Southard  preaented  a  petition  from  New 

Jeraey  for  a 735 

Mr.  Sergeant  the  aame,  from  Philadelphia  -    765 
(See  Btmk  of  the  IMUd  SMes.) 


Page. 

National  Seminary,  appointment  of  a  aelectcom* 

nitle0  on  the         .....    377 
Nttienal  UniTeraity,  a  bill  Ibr  the  eatabliahment 

of  a,  read  twice  .....  1331 
the  bill  called  up,  and  the  Houae  refuaed  to 

eonaiderit     .        •        •        ^        .        •  1364- 
eoounttlee  diadMrged        ....  1434 
NatnzalixaliGn,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  relative  to 

caaeaol  -^  ^  •  .  .  .  531 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  375 
reported  with  amendmenta,  and  ordered  to  - 

a  third  leading 1090 

read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  die 

table 1108 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  amended  -  1380 
a  feaolution  from  the  Senate  to  print  the 

lawa  concemiag,  read  twice  ...  1359 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed     ...  1363 
Naval  Academy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Baaeett,  cer- 
tain reaoltttiona  reapeding  the  eatabliah- 
ment of  a,  were  agreed  to       ...  1438 
Naval  Afiaira,  appointment  of  a  aelect  commit- 
tee on-        -        -        •        -        -        -    377 
Naval  Operationa  againat  the  Barbery  Powen, 
papera  communicated  in  relation  to  the, 
under  Commodore  Decatur    ...  1768 
Navigation,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  eatabliah  a 

9f8tem  of      -----        .  1345 
read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1350 
reported  without  amendment,  and  recom- 
mitted   1366 

Navigation  Compai^y  of  New  Orleana,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  confirming  the  uae  and'poafea- 
aion'  of  a  lot  in  eaid  dty  to  the        •        -    611 
read  a  firvT  time        .....    375 
read  a  aeeond  time,  and  referred        •        -    680 
reported  without  amendment,  and  committed    786 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1360 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed     ...  1333 
Nwigation  of  Saline  Creek,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
McLean,  |he  Committee  on  Roada  and 
Canalf  were  inatructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  fi>r  the  imprave- 

mentofthe 1047 

Navy,  a  bill  fer  the  gradual  fnereaae  ef  the,  read 

twice 1063 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1373 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    ...  1374 
returned  from  the  Senate  With  amendmenta  1439 
conaidered  and  concurred  in      -        •        -  1468 
a  IriU  Ibr  aupport  of  the,  for  the  year  1816, 
read  twice     ......  1898 

read  a  tiifard  time,  and  paaaed     ...  1308 
Navy  Comffiifaionera,  Mr.  &ing,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, flubniitted  a  reeolution  to  amend  the 
rulea  and  orden  fo  aa  to  «dmit  the,  to  aeata 
within  the  HaO     -        -       •       -       -    691 
conaidered  and  concurred  in      -       -       -    611 
Navy  Penaion  Fund,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  encloeing  a  report  of  the 
Commifaioncra  of  the    ....    616 

a  bill  from  the  Senate,  in  addition  to  the  act 

in  relation  to  the 1177 

read  twite,  and  referred     ....  1189 
reported  without  amendment     ...  1318 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     •        -       -  1359 
Nebinger,  George,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  hein  oC 

twice  read  ..-.••  691 
ordered  to  a  tlurd  reading  •       .       *       -    690 
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Kebinger,  George — oontinaed.  Page, 

retd  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     .        -        .    694 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendmenti  1354 
oonearred  in,  with  an  amendment      -       -  1410 
Ndaon,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  remarkaof,on  the  Can- 
ada Volonteera'  bUl        .        -        •        -  1034 
New  Building  on  Capitol  Hill,  Mr.  Lowndes, 
irom  the  joint  committee  on  the  anbject 
of  leasing  the,  for  the  accommodatioD  of 
Congress,  reported  a  bill,  authorizing  th« 
President  to  lease,  Stc^  which  was  twite 
.   read,  and  referred  -        -        .        -        -    370 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

timet  and  passed  •        •        •        -        •    380 
a  menage  from  the  Senate,  that  they  ha?e 

passed  it  also 381 

Newbuiyporty  ou  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson«  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
the  repairs  and  support  of  the  piers  in  the 

harbor  of 731 

Newell,  Joseph  8.,  a  bill  lor  relief  of^  twice  read  1846. 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .  1406 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -       •       -  1411 
New  Orleans,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  authoria- 

ing  the  sale  of  lots  in  the  city  «f    *        -  1414 
New  York.    (j6w  Dutriet  Ju^e$.) 

a  bill  from  the  Senate,  eonceming  certain 
courU  in  tht  Sute  of     -        -        -        •    932 

twice  read 940 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasied  -  •  *  967 
Nixon,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  Major  Hiuds, 
the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  Mississippi  Territory,  pray- 
ing that  the  men  who  served  under,  may 
he  paid  for  their  services,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Militia  EUpeoses  •  -  413 
Non-commissioned  Officeirs  and  Soldiers  of  the 
S^d  Liiantry,  Mr*  Parris  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  ths^  referred        •        •        .        •    4ft0 

0. 

Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  S3d  Infantry,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Military  Com- 
mittee were  discharged  from  the  consider- 
ation of  the,  and  they  had  leave  to  with- 
draw it 689 

Officers  of  the  Customs,  report  of  the  Secretary 
.of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the 
compensation  of   -       •        -        •       -  1711 
OTIyxrg,  Abigail,  and  others,  Mr.  Brooks  pre^ 

sented  the  petition  of,  referred        •        -    846 

a  bill  for  relief  o^  twice  read,  and  refomd  •  1069 

reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  .....  1364 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  *  1867 
Ohio,  a  letter  from  the  Governor  ol^  announcing 
the  unanimous  rejection,  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  that  State,  of  the  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  proposed  by  Massachu- 
setts snd  Connecticut    .        -        -        -    876 

Mr.  Creighton  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of,  requesting  that  power  may 
be  vested  in  the  State  to  sell  certain  re- 
served lands,  referred     «        -       -        -  1177 

a  bill  in  pursuan9e  thereof,  twice  read,  and 
leforred 1296 

reported  without  amendment      -  1314, 1366 

read  a  third  time,  and  passsd     -        -        •  1368 


Page 
O'Neafe.  William,  an  adTcme  report  an  tte  pe- 
tition of^  ooDOurred  in     -         -      -        -    4^ 
Ordnance  and  Ordnance  Stores,  a  bill  mAing^ 

appropriations  for,  twice  t«ed  -  •  7G 
orderod  tea  third  reading  -  ...  affg 
read  a  third  time,  and  paeeed  -  -  •  977 
returned  from  the  Senate  vrith  amcDdmeata. 

and  referred  -        -         •         ...  \VB 
agreement  reported  by  the  eoannittee        -  1191 
the  report  considered,  and  ooncorved  is      -  lltf 
Orphan  .Asylum  of  Wsshisg;loii,   Mr.  Forsyth 
TCvsented  the  pctitioa  of  the  Baard  of 
Trustees  of  the,  prayingr  an  act  ef  incer' 
porttton         ...         .        .        .    3g7 

P. 

Palmer,  Asher,  a  bill  for  relief  o£,  twiee  read,  and 

referred  ...         ...  isis 

reported  without  amendment      ...  I3S 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...  13IS7 
Parris,  Mr.,  of  Massachosetls,  sperch  oi^  en  the 

repeal  of  the  Direct  Tax  -         -       -    773 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  conoanuBg  spiriis 
distilled,  dtc  .....  JSTT 

Patent  Office,  a  Message  from  the  Presidsatise- 

ommending  a,  referred  -         ...  1368 
a  bill  to  establish  a,  twice  read,  aai  CHi- 

mitted 1419 

committee  discharged  from  its  miisiilinl'aii  1465 
Patriotic  Bank  of  Washington,  a  gavorable  wtft^ 

on  the  petition  of  the     -         -        -       •  ItM 
Patterson,  Daniel  T.,  and  George  Haas,  a  bill  fer 

the  relief  of,  twice  read  -         •        -       .  1401 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .       .  1411 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1419 

returned  from  the  Senate,  with  aimindnMinIs, 

and  concurred  in    -        -        ....  i4St 

Peace  Establishment,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wrig^it, 
the  Military  Committee  were  instnictod 
to  inquire  into  the  organixatioD  of  the    -    TSl 
the  committee  reported  a  letter  iiom  the 

Secretary  of  War,  on  the  aabieet   -        -    788 

and  the  committee  were  diochargsd  - 

Peaslee,  John  H.,  and  others,  a  bill  far  nfiaC  ol^ 

twice  read     -        •        -        •        .       . 

indefinitely  pos^Mned        ....  1451 

Penguin,  British  Sloop-of-war,  pi^per  ooauaoBt^ 
cated  to  the  House  on  the  sofaject  of  the 
capture  of  the,  by  the  United  Statea  ship 
Hornet      -  .....  um 

Penitentiary,  Mr.  Tucker  presented  the  petition 
of  the  Levy  Court  of  Washingtoa  coonty, 
D.  C,  praying  an  extension  of  the  pow- 
ers granted  to  them  by  the  act  to  erect  a, 
referred  ....        .        .    M 

Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Mr.  Milnorpceaented  the 

petition  of  the,  referred  -        •        .        .  itft 
Pennsylvania  Line  of  the  Army,  Mr.  Hopkiana 
preiented  a  petition  in  behalf  of  the,  re- 
ferred   -        -        .        •        .        .        •  iios 
Pension  Agents,  provision  for  the  appointiBeat 
of,  in  States  where  there  is  no  Commis- 
sioner of  Leans      -        .        .        .        .  i3it 

Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims, appointment 

of  the  standing  committee  of  -        -        .37$ 
Pensions,  for  the  late  war,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Throop,  the  above   committee  weia  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  inCreas^g  the,  in  certain  caaes   -       -  413 
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similar  iniiructiont  were  given  oq  motion 
of  Mr.  Coinitock 1201 

on  motion  of  Mr  Com  stock,  the  same  com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediencj  of  calculating  ihTalid,  from 
the  date  of  discharge  or  disability    -        -    736 

a  bill  to  increase  the,  in  certain  cases,  twice 
read      -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1178 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1308 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •        -        -  1308 
Pettibone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Hopkinson  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        "        •    611 
Phillips's  Academy,  Andover,  Massachusetts,  Mr. 
Ward  presented  the  petition  of  the  Trus- 
tees of,  referred      1406 

Pickens,  Israel,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quaHfled, 

and  took  his  seat 381 

remarks  of,  on  the  subject  of  the  Congres- 
sional reservation  -        -        -        -        -    305 

Pickering,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  claim  of  An- 
drew Montgomery          ....    416 
remarks  of,  on  the  additional  Military  Acad- 
emy      - 421,  1335 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Sen- 
ate hill  concerning  the  convention  -  -  594 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  com- 
merce, &c.  -  '  -  -  -  •  -  612 
remarks  of,  on  the  Salt  bill  -  -  -  730 
on  the  United  States  Bank  bill  -  •  -  1148 
on  the  Compensation  bill  -  -  -  -  1176 
on  the  increase  of  the  Navy  -  <*  -  1371 
on  the  Post  Office  investigation  -        -  1462 

Pike,  Colonel  Zebulon,  Mr.  McLane  presented 
the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Cincin- 
nati, praying  that  some  provision  may  be 
made  for        .        .        .        .      •  .        •  1365 
Pinkney,  William,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified  ,  -    472 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce    564 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph    -        -    595 
the  Speaker  presented  to  the  House  a  letter 
from,  resigning  his  seat  in  the  House  *  -  1401 
Pitkin,  Timothy,  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified  •    611 
remarks  oU  on  the  Bank  bill       *        -  1067, 1209 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  1272 
Pleasants,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  increase 

the  Navy        -        -        -        -        -  1367, 1371 
Plenipotentiaries,  correspondence  between  the 

British  and  Amencan     1494,  1498,  1499,  1501 

1502,  1503,  1504 

Pomeroy,  K.  M.,  adverse  report  on  the  petition 

of,  concurred  in      -        -        -        -        -    876 
Porter,  Peter  B.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified    •    381 
a  letter  from,  resigning  his  seat  -        -        -.    736 
Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  resolution  to  in- 
quire into  the  right  of,  to  accept  an  Exec- 
utive appointment  ....    946 

Porter,  Captain  David,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  a 

petition  of,  referred         -       ,  •        -        -    420 

committee  discharged,  and  subject  referred 
to  the  Naval  Committee         .        .        .    736 

that  committee  also  discharged,  and  leave 
given  to  withdraw  the  petition  -  -  1361 
Porterfield,  Robert,  Mr.  Sheney  presented  the 
petition  o^  contesting  the  right  of  Wil- 
liam McCoy  to  a  seat  in  the  House,  re- 
ferred   .-•----    383 

report  of  the  committee  read,  and  committed  1016 

the  right  of  the  sitting  member  confirmed  -  1407 


Page. 
Ports  of  Entiy,  Mr.  McLean  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion to  instruct  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio    -    408 
amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  to  in- 
clude   Louisville,    Kentucky,   and    thus 
amended,  agreed  to        -        •        -        *    409 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report,  at 
next  session,  what  alterationa  are  necea- 
sary  in  the  laws  establishing,  dto.    -        -  1349 
Postage,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  imposing  addi- 
tional duties  on,  twice  read     .        -        .    694 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    746 
Postmaster  General,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  a  letter  from  the,  asking  for  a  com- 
mittee of  investigation  into  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  his  Department,  referred  to  the 
Post  Ofiice  Committee   -        -        -        -    731 

resolution  reported  to  appoint  the  committee 
asked  for  concurred  in,  and  a  committee 
appointed       -        -        -        -        -        -    771 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham,  the  said  commit- 
^        tee  were  authorized  to  send  for  persons 

and  papers    ...-.-    846 
report  of  the  committee      ....  1279 

Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  the 

standing  committee  on   -        -        -        -    376 

Post  Office  EsUblishment,  a  bill  in  addition  to 
the  act  to  regulate  the,  twice  read,  and 
referred  -«....  1051 

reported  without  amendment      -        -        -  1116 
recommitted      -        .        •        -        •        •  1127 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading         -        -       -        -        -  1149 

read  a  third  time,  and  paised     •        •        -  1 157 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  referred 1286 

a  message  from  the  Senate  xequeettng  the 
return  of  the  bill  to  correct  an  error  in  the 
engrossment  of  the  amendment,  returned  1294 
again  sent  back,  the  amendments  considered, 
and  concurred  in    .....  1311 

Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  establish  certain,  read  twice  1294 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -    .    -  1375 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1377 
Potomac  Company,  a  bill  to  authorize  the,  to  ac- 
quire landb,  d&c  twice  read    -        .        •    730 
indefinitely  postponed         ....  1380 

Predoua  Metals^  a  bill  to  enable  the  President  to 
lease  out  or  grant,  for  a  terqi  of  years, 
mines  of  the,  on  the  public  lands,  twice 
read      -        -        -       -        -        -        -    969 

Pre-emption,  Mr.  Easton  submitted  a  resolution 
instructing    the    Committee   on    Public 
Lands  to  inquire,  d&c,  concerning   the 
rights  of  settlers  on  the  public  lands  in 
Missouri         ......    385 

amended  to  include  the  Territories  of  Illinois 

and  Indiana,  and  agreed  to     -        -        -     386 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  similar  instruc- 
tions were  given  in  relation  to  the  lands 
obtained  by  treaty  or  conquest  frpm  the 

Creeks 387 

report  of  inexpediency        -        -        -^        -    396 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the 
petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Illinois, 
praying  rights  of,  to  the  lands  on  which 
they  reside    -        -        -        -        -        -    388 
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Pra-emption— ^ontinaed.  Page. 

Mr.  J.  alto  preaented  the  petition  of  the  Le- 
glialature  of  IHinota  Territory  on  the  same 
anbject 388 

a  bill  confirming  certain  righta  o(  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  and  Territories  of  XUi- 
Bois  and  Misaonri,  twice  read  -        -    932 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -  1409 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1411 
Praaident  of  the  United  States,  appointment  of  a 
joint  committee  to  wait  on  the,  on  the 
occasion  of  forming  a  quorum,  and  their 
report    - -    375 

Priaonera  at  Fort  Meigs,  on  motion  of  Mr.  John- 
son, the  Committee  on  the  Militia  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  six  months  pay  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  militia  taken      -        -    876 

Pxixe  Money,  |>apers  communicated  to  Congress 

in  relation  to  a  claim  for         ...  1751 

Proclamation,  T>y  the  President,  prohibiting  ex- 
peditions againat  Spaniah  territory  -        -  1467 

Property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  ene- 
my, a  bill  to  authorize  payment  for,  twice 
read,  and  committed  .... 
reported  with  amendments  ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  407 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  409 
retarned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1334 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  -  -  1288 
reported  with  amendments  ...  1289 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -       -       «  1300 

FMteotion,  the  petition  of  a  committee  of  manu- 
facturers, praying  .....  1657 
Public  Debt,  a  statement  of  the        -        •        •  1613 
Public  Expenditures^  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  •        -        -        -        -    376 
Mr.  Tucker  submitted  a  resolution  to  ap- 
point additional  committees  on      -        -  1090 
the  resolution  called  up,  and  considered    -  1297 
inodified,  and  agreed  to     •        -       -        -  1298 
appointment  of  the  committee  embraced  in  ^ 
the  resolution 1299 

Pablic  Landa,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee on       -376 

OH  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  the  committee 
were  instrueted  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  causing  to  be  printed,  the  laws, 
treaties,  dec,  in  relation  to  -  -  -  1407 
a  bill  to  that  effect  twice  read,  and  commit- 
ted                -  1450 

the  committee  discharged  ....  1454 
'-Public  Ministers,  a  bill  increasing  the  compensa- 
tion of,  twice  read         ...        .1373 
a  third  reading  negatived  ....  1413 

Public  Road,  Mr.  Caldwell  submitted  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  inhabitants  of  SteubenTille, 
Ohio,  praying  that  a,  may  be  established, 
from  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  to  the 
head  of  Sandusky  Bay,  referred      -        -  1356 

Pngh,  Edward.    (See  tUdgtlyt  Richard,} 

Purchasers  of  Public  Lands,  Mr.  Lattimore  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of 
Misy wi  Territory,  praying  that  further 
time  may  be  allowed  to,  dec.,  referred      -    382 
a  bill  for  relief  of  certain,  twice  read  -        -    515 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  1290 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1295 


Q-  V 

Quarter  Sections  of  Land,  Mr.  ReynoUitsbDit- 
ted  a  resolotion  to  anthoriie  IhenUiTn. 
ion  of,  which  was  rejected     -     •    •  4U 

Quorum,  the  nana!  messages  interehiogedwik 

formation  of  a        -       -       •     •    •  371 


Randolph,  John,  of  Virginb,  was  qvsfified,  &&  r. 
speech  of,  on  the  hill  to  regulate  eouicice, 

Ac. S83 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  nakmjr  •  •  S^ 
speech  o(  on  the  report  of  the  reveoai  iji- 

tern m 

remarks  ot,  on  Mr.  Goldsbomigh'i  wual- 

ment  to  the  same W 

speech  of,  on  the  report  of  Ihe  oaramittw  to 

revise  the  rolee,  dkc  •  .  .  .  6X 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowodci  •  •  79 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  CUy  •  >  •  i3l 
remarks  o^  on  Mr.  Clay's  eipUnttioai  •  HT 
remairiks  of,  on  the  Salt  bill  .    •  i9 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Calboan  •  •  ^ 
speech  o(  on  the  repeal  ef  the  direct  ux  •  ^ 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  feng's  re«>ladoB,tHek- 

ing  commercial  restrictions  -  •  •  ^ 
speech  of,  on  submitting  his  retoiutiM  re- 
specting P.  B.  Porter  -  -  •  W^WS 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Forsyth  •  -  ^ 
.  remarks  of,  on  the  United  Sutes  Bank,  lK6.1Ki 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Cady's  motioa  toaooi 

the  same ^'^^ 

introductory  of  a  resoIutioD  on  the  tnffic  is 

slaves,  in  the  District  of  Colsmbia  •  *  ^^^^ 
on  the  resolution  to  change  the  ODOiMon- 

tion  of  members ^[J 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Stanford  -  '  '  '  ,S 
remarks  of;  on  the  Direct  Tax  bin  ;  -^^^ 
speech  of,  on  admitting  natoraliied  dtBtu 

in  the  direcUon  of  the  United  StotsBoi^  11^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  clause  re^wctiBf  f** 

payments  -  -  .  -  •  •»^* 
on  the  biU  to  .change  the  modeofcospai' 

"tion •    •   S 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Hugcr       -      -     •    '   * 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Grosvenor  •      •     -    '  J|^ 
in  explanation  of  his  remarks   -     *      19^ 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun    •      '     r  1^ 
on  the  bill  concerning  the  Post  OifieeE^ 

lishment  -  -  '  '  '  '  m 
on  the  biU  to  regulate  the  tariff  -  '  '^ 
on  his  motion  to  postpone  iodefiaitelf  tbc 

BankbUl  -  -  •  •  -  IS 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Grosvenor  •  *  '•,,  im 
on  hii  motion  to  postpone  thi  Tariff  nu  -  ''^ 

Rations  and  Forage,  on  motion  of  Mr.  '^^'^ 
the  MiUtary  Committee  were  imWcW 
to  inquire  into*  the  expediency  of  pr«™* 
ing  for  the  liquidation  of  aU  dainii  aguoA  ^ 
the  Quartermaster's  department,  Ac 

Real  BsUte  Bank  of  the  United  Stato,  Mir 
Tucker  presented  a  petiUon  oftamja- 
habitants  of  Alexandria,  praying  ^^^'^.^ 
incorporation,  referred   -       '     *     ' 

RebuUding  ]:^ht-Houaes,^.,a  bill  naklof  iT  ^^ 
propriations  for,  twice  read,  Ac    •     '^^^ 
reported  with  amendments  '     [[i 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed   • 
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Page. 
Reeeipti  and  Expanditoras^  on  mottoa  of  Mr. 
Randolph,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaaiy 
waa  diiected  to  lay  before  the  Houie  aa 
aocoant  of,  from  the  beginniog  of  the  Gov- 
emmeiit  to  the  laat  atatement  nndered  •    719 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply        -        -    766 
Mr.  Randolph  aabmittad  another  reaolatton, 

requiring  an  explanation  of  a  diaorepancy    867 
agreed  to  .        •        .        .        •  876 

report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply        •      '  -    878 
Receipta  and  paynienta  at  the  Treaanty,  annual 

account  of  the  Treasurer,  of  -        -        -  1302 
Reduction  of  price  of  Public  Lands,  Mr.  Rey- 
nolda  submitted  a  reaolutien  to  inatruct 
the  Committee  on  PubUc  Lands  to  in- 
quire into   the  expediency  of  a,  which    3^1. 
was  rejected  .....    iH^ 

Reed,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Salt  bill        -        -    739 
Reed,  Rufiis  8.,  and  Daniel  Dobbin,  a  bill  fbr  re- 
lief of,  twice  read,  and  referred        -        -  1319 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       -        -        -        -        -  1363 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed    ...  1367 

Refugees,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Creighton,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  selling 
the  lands  reserved  for    -        -        -        -  1068 
a  biU  providing  for  the  sale,  in  pursuance, 

'  twice  read 1224 

I  ordered  to. a  third  reading  ...  1367 

Register  of  the  United  'States  Officers,  a  resolu- 
tion directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
cause  to  be  printed  every  two  years  a, 

read  twice 468 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  1366 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1368 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

to  increase  the  compensation  of  the        -  1439 
twice  read        -        -        .        -        .        .  X462 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed'   .        .        4  1457 
Registers  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  Mr.  Wright 
submitted  a  resolution,  that  each  member 
be  annually  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the, 
read,  dkc.       .-.-.-    383 

Reiley,  Jacob,  and  Michael  S.  Van  der  Cook,  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  -        -        -        •  1149 

Rejected  Claims,  on  motion  o(  Mr.  Yancey,  the 
Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Standing 
Rules,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  adopting  a  rule  con- 
cerning   -    396 

Reminson,  Isidore^  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of 1069 

Removal  of  Slaves  into  the  District  of  Columbia, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis^  the^Committee 
.  on  the  District  of  Columbia  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  equal- 
iung  the  laws  reapecting  the,  from  Viro 
ginia  and  Maryland       .       •        •      . .    786 

Rensselaer  County,  New  York,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Savage,  the  Judidaiy  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  annexing,  to  the  northern  dstrict  of 
said  Stote 1324 

Reservations,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Creighton,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
•tmeted  to  inquire  into  the  expedient 
of  providing  for  the  sale  of  certain  •       -  1047 


Page. 
Revenue,  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaauiy  in  relation  to  the  expenses  of 
collecting  the,  dbc,  ordered  to  be  printed 

and  referred 393 

committee  dtaeharged  from  the  Ihrther  con- 
sideration thereof  .        •        -        -        .  1464 
eatimatea  of  the,  for  the  year  1816,  in  detail  1638 
Revenue  Cntter  Surveyor,  a  bill  allowing  pay  to 
certain  peraona  made  priaoners  wim  the, 

read  twice 1228 

ordered  to  a  third  reading/*        ...  1409 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    ...  141 1 
Revenue  System,  revised,  report  of  Mr.  Lowndea 

on  the -        -    616 

first  reaplution  of  the  committee  agreed  to    676 
the  aecond  resolution  agreed  te  -        -    677 

Mr.  Lowndea  laid  before  the  House  sundry 
papers  from  the  Commissioners  of  the    -    679 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  appointment 

of  the  atanding  committee  on         -        -    876 
Revision  of  Bills,  Mr.  Steams  submitted  a  reso- 
lution for  the  appointment  of  an  addi- 
tional atanding  committee  on  the    -        -  1230 
Reynolda,  Mr^,  remarks  oi,  on  hia  resolution  rel- 
ative to  the  Congressional  reservation     -    394 
on  offering  a  resolution  to  subdivide  quar- 
ter aectiona    -        - .      -        •        -        -    414 
on  the  report  rejecting  the  claim  of  A.  Mont- 
gomery   416 

speech  of,  on  the  direct  tazea    ...    819 

on  the  biU  coneeming  the  Post  Office  Estab- 

lishment        -  -        -        -        -  1811 

RSofaraond,  Virginia,  Mr.  Clopton  presented  the 

petition  of  anndyy  inhabitants  of,  praying 

a  branch  of  the  National  Bank  may  be 

eaUUished -  1201 

Ridgely,  Richard,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  o( 

twice  read,  and  committed     •        -        -  1 196 
Roads  and  Canals,  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on       377 

Roads,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  the  above 
committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  Into 
the  oxpediency  of  improving  certain       -1068 
Robertson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Congres* 

sional  reservations         ....    394 
in  defence  of  his  report  on  pre-emption  rights    397 
speedi  of,  on  the  additional  Military  Acad- 
emy     -       - 432 

on  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce        -        -    462 
on  tho  motion  to  reject  the  Senate  bitl  con- 
cerning the  Convention         ...    596 
remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  aak  for  informa- 
tion      -        -        -        -        -        -        -    746 

on  the  reaolntion  concerning  unsHded  bal- 
ances   -  ' 1069 

on  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  •  1 120, 1161 
on  the  Compenaation  bill  •  -  -  -  1176 
apeech  of;  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  -  1268 
remarks  of,  on  claret  wine  as  a  necessary  to 

his  oonstitnento     -        -        .       -        -  1284 
on  the  bill  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 

Navy 1371 

on  the  bill  for  the  collection  of  the  rev onne  1389> 

1416 
Rodgers,  William  P.,  an  adverse  report  on  the 

petition  of,  concurred  in         -        •        -    436 
Rodgers,  Commodore  John,  a  bill  to  relieve,  from 
a  judgment  obtained  against  htm  by  J«4iA 
Donneli,  twice  read       -        •       •        -918 
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Rogen,  Commodore  John — continued.  Page, 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        «    957 

read  a  third  time,  and  pataed     ...    958 
Rodman,  Samuel,  William,  and  Samuel,  junior. 

(See  Coffin,  David.) 
Rogera,  Jonathan,  a  bill  for  the  relief  ol^  twiee 
read      .        -        -        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  pained 
Rogeri,  John,  a  bill  appropriating 
ney  to,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time*  and  paaied 
Roger,  Privateer,  a  bill  concerning  the  ownera  of 
the  late,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time*  and  paaaed 
returned  irom  the  Senate  with 
ment    .... 

conaidered,  and  concurred  in 
Root,  Eraatua,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York  pre- 
■ented  the  petition  o^  oonteating  the  elao> 
tion  of  John  Adama,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Electiona 
report  in  hia  fiivor  concurred  in,  he  appeared 
and  waa  qualified  .        -        •        -        . 
remarka  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  concorning 

the  Convention     .        •        •        .       .    695 
introductory  of  reeohitiona  relative  to  cop- 
per coina       ......    694 

on  Mr.  Huger's  reeolution         ...  1009 
on  the  United  Sutea  Bank  bill  -        -        -  USl 
on  the  Compeneation  bill  .        -        -        -  1 176 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff         •  1970, 1S74 
Roaa,  John«  of  Pennaylvinia,  waa  quaiifiedt  &c.    887 
remarka  o(  on  the  Bank  bill       1 1 19, 1 123, 1 16] 
on  the  Compeneation  bill  -       •       •        -  1185 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  ...  127S 
Boae,  John,  aurviving  exocutom  o£    (See  Breck, 

iSomiiet) 
Roaeier,  George,  and  othera,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate lor  the  relief  of        .... 

twice  read,  and  referred     .... 

RMburgh,  Alexander,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heira  of,  twice  read        .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ^        .        . 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed 


-    896 


408 
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1807 

1212 

786 
1869 
1862 


Rulea  for  Buaineaa,  the  uanal  order  aa  to,  adq[»ted    375 

8. 

Salariea  of  oertain  Offioeri,  a  bill  to  eontinne  the, 

twice  read     - 1994 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed     ...  1806 
fltnduaky  River,  a  bill  providing  for  the  lale  of 

land  at  the  lower  lapida  of>  twice  read  -  1068 
ordered  to  a  third  readmg  ....  1865 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  1862 

Saugatuck  Manu&cturing  Company,  Connecti- 
cttt»  Mr,  Stnrgea  preeented  the  petition  of 

the 514 

Schoonmaker,  Zachariah,  an  adverae  report  on 

the  petition  of,  committed      -        -        -    769 
the  committee  discharged  -        -        -        -  1407 
Schult,  Caapar  C,  a  biU  to  authoriie  the  cancel- 
ling of  certain  export  bonds  executed  by, 

twice  read 1888 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -1868 

read  a  third  time,  and  jpaaaed     ...  1866 
Schuyler,  Colonel  Peter  V«,  an  adverM  report 


on  the  petition  of,  concurred  in 


-    876 


Sergeant-aUAraifltBppointBentofa      •     .  rs 

Sergeant,  John,  of  l*enttsylvaBia,viifttJified  ta 

speech  of,  on  an  additional  Mifitiij  kMienj  iSH 

remarks  of^  on  the  revenue  report    •    .  CT: 

on  Mr.  Goldaborough's  affleadmcBthtk 

same     -        -        .....  {S( 
on  the  United  States  Bank  ba  •     .    -M 
speech  of,  on  the  paasage  of  tht  om     •  m 
Settlers  on  the  Public  Lands,  oo  motimoflfa: 
Jennings  the  Committee  on  PnhGcLuii 
were  inatrttcted  to  inquirt  iato  the  ape* 
diency  of  extending  oertsin  privicgiito 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Stepheosoa,  tin  nw 

committee  were  instructed  esaeauis  •  n 
a  bUl  concerning,  read  twiot     •     •    •  K! 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -     •    •  lis: 
Settlers  on  Reserved  Lands,  Mr.  MeLMii,of  Ola, 
preeented  a  resdntion  of  th«  Ufpiam 
of  that  State  concerning,  refBmd  •    •  ^ 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  relative  Is      •    •  11" 
read  twice,  and  refetred    -      .     .    •  ll(¥ 
reported  without  amendment    •     •    •  ISR 
oidered  to  a  tbird  reading  -      .     •    •  19 
read  a  third  time,  and  paswd    -     •    •  IM 
Shannon,  George,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ltkani,k 
Committee  on  Pensions,  dte.,  were  a- 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expcAco^flf 
increasing  the  pension  of     •     •    *  ^^^ 
Sharpe,  Mr.,  sp^ch of, on  the  Btnk biU  -    -^^ 
remarka  o(  on  the  Compenwtinn  bill     •  HM 
apeech  of,  on  bill  lor  collection  of  itveiK  •  13M 
Shawanese  and  Delaware  Indians,  tbe  Speihr 
presented  a  reoolution  of  the  Legwlitaff 
of  Misaouri  Territory,  respeociBS  eatia 
lands  in  aaid  Territoiy  dauwdbjth^"* 
lerred  to  the  Secretary  of  6tite     •    '  ^ 
Shayler,  Ephraim,  a  biU  for  nUef  (^ittatni  1^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      '     '    '  l» 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -     '    '^z! 
Sheffey,  Daniel,  of  Vii^ist  was  foilifai     '  ^. 
speech  of,  on  the  bUI  to  rsgalileMBaeite  Ri 
remarks  of,  on  the  Direct  Tax  Ul  *     'j!^ 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff-    -     '  "^ 
on  the  Senate'a  amendments  toihe»>^ 


biU 


.1913 


on  the  bUl  for  the  collection  of  the  im^  ^^^ 
Shipe,  eatimates  for  building  and  eqaijiliiog  <*'  ^ 

tain •     -^^ 

Sick  Seamen,  Mr.  Middleton  presented  a petiiiBB 

of  the  City  Council  of  Cbsrfertoo^"  ^ 
repaid  for  expenaea  in  support  of,  nbm 
Sinking  Fund,  annual  report  of  lli«  Coonv  ^ 
aioneraofthe         -  "* 

operations  of  the,  explained  bj  the  occre- 

tary  of  the  Treasury  *     1. 

the  report  of  the  Commisoonen  of  tWi » 

full       -       -       .       -      -     *     ' 
Smith,  William  S.,  the  seat  oi;  ^«^J^  jg} 

Itttion  of  the  Honea,  aa  not  doly  «*^ ' 
Smith,  Dr.  James,  Mr.  BurweU  prveraUd  thepe-  ^^ 
tition  of,  referred    .       .      •     *     ' 
(See  Vacdndiuniu) 
Smitht  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  wss  qwmc 
speech  o(  on  Mr.  King's  rseolotioBi  • 
on  the  United  States  Bsnk 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph  • 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Cady  -       •      " .    "^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  clause  coneeiiwf  >P*  ^^ 
pajmenta      -       .       .      •      •     ' 
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Smith,  Samael— continued.  Page, 

on  the  bill  concerning  spirite  diatiUed,  Ac.  «  1225 
on  the  General  Staff,  dec  -  -  -  -  1234 
■tatementa  made  by,  oa  to  the  operatioaa  of 

the  tariff 1247 

lemarka  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  1258, 

1272 
on  the  public  erpenditorea  ...  1297 
on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  tariff  •  -  1351 
apeech  of,  on  the  bill  ibr  collection  of  the 

revenue         -        -        -        -      ,  -  1382, 1390 
on  hit  motion  to  extend  the  time  for  apeoie 
paymenta       -.       • 
Soldierly  enlisted,  above  and  below  the  uaual  mili- 
tary age,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the 
Military  Committee  were  instructed  to  iop 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  do- 
nations of  land  to  - 
South  Carolina,  a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  certain  acts  of,  twice  read    » 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        .        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased     ... 
Sooth  Carolina  and  Georgia,  a  bill  concerning 
the  circuit  courta  of,  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted .-.---• 
reported  without  amendment     .        .        • 
Spaiford,  Amos,  a  bill  granting  right  of  pre-emp* 
tion  to,  read  twice         .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •        -        - 
read  a  third  time»  and  pasMd     ... 
Spain,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  a  committee 
waa  appointed  to  requeat  such  information 
of  the  President,  aa  he  may  deem  it  proper 
to  give,  relative  to  a  demand  said  to  have 
been  made  by,  for  the  cession  of  a  part  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana    -        -       r        - 
Message  in  compliance  with  the  request     - 
Spanish  and  British  Granta,  petitiona  from  the 
Legislature  of  Missiisippi  Territory,  and 
sundry  inhabitants  thereof;  relating  to,  i*- 

ferred 387 1 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhaUtanta  ol  Louiatana,  respecting 
grants  by  the  former  Power  .  .  -  1014 
Speaker,  election  of  the  ...  -  -  374 
Specie,  a  biU  for  the  more  effsctual  collection  of 
the  revenue  in,  or  ita  equivalent  twice 
read,  and  referred  ....  1346 

reported  with  ameadmenta,  and  recommitted  1356 
committee  discharged,  and  bill  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Uniform  Currency 
(See  Lqgal  Currency*) 
SpiriU  Distilled  within  the  United  States,  dec,  a 
bill  to  abolish  the  existing  duties  on,  twice 

read •    - 

committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •       •        • 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments 
considered,  and  concurred  in     •        • 
Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the  usual 
Standing  Rules  and  Orders,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Stanford,  a  committee  waa  appointed  to 
revise  the       .-.--- 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  the  said  com- 
mittee were  inatructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  cleriu  to  the 
committees    ------ 

report  thereon  committed  •        •        •        - 
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515 
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1466 

1458 


694 
608 
738 
864 

948 
1131 
1291 
1355 


745 
768 


1211 
674 
904 


588 
584 


-    375 


435 


-  1357 


1189 
1223 

1228 
1233 
1367 
1373 
376 


384 
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413 


Standing  Rules  and  Orders — continued.  Page. 

Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and 

report  recommitted  to  first  committee 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
amendments  discussed       .... 
Mr.  Robertson's  amendment  agreed  to 
Mr.  Pickering  submitted  an  amendment     - 
Stanford,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  re- 
ject the  Senate  bill  concerning  the  com- 
mercial convention         .... 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce 
remarks  of,  on  the  Salt  bill         ... 
speech  of,  on  the  Direct  Tax  bill 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  con- 
cerning P.  B.  Porter       .        .        .        - 
on  the  Compensation  bill  .... 
on  the  previous  question    •        -        - 
the  death  of,  announeed,  dbc.      ... 
Steamboat  Navigation,  Mr.  McLean  presented  a 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Obio^  con- 
cerning patents  for  improvements  in,  dbc, 
referred         --.... 
Stearns,  Asahel,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified 

speech  of,  on  the  Direct  Tax  bill 
Stenographers,  Mr.  Yancey  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  plans  for,  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table  •        - 
read  again,  and  concurred  in     -        -        - 
Stephenson,  Benjamin,  delegate  from  Illinois 

Territory,  was  qualified,  d^.  • 
Stewart,  Captain   Charles,  Mr.  Sergeant  pre- 
senteu  the  petition  of,  for  himself,  officers, 
*  and  crew  of  the  Constitution,  referred    - 
a  resolution  requesting  the  President  to  pre- 
sent medals  to,  twice  read      ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ... 
Stewart,  Joseph,  report  on  the  petition  of^  re- 
ferred to  the  Naval  Committee 
a  bill  appropriating  a  sum  of  money  to, 

twice  read 1379 

amended  to  include  Matthew  Guy  and  Asa 

Woodward -  ,1408 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1411 
Stills,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report 
concerning  the  means  of  equalizing  the 
duty  on  the  capacity  of  - 
Stdbie,  Rirt>ert  Lowe,  Mr.  Jackson  presented  the 
petition  of,  refeired        ... 
a  bill  authorizing,  to  obtain  patents,  twice 
read,  dkc.      ...... 

Sugar  Planters,  Mr.  Robertson  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        ... 
the  petition  of  Bernard  Marigny  and  oth- 

en,  in  Ibll 1656 

Sunday  Mails,  Mr.  Ward  presented  the  petition 
of  the   Convention    of  Congregational 
Ministers,  against,  referred 
Mr.  Lyie,  the  same,  from  sundry  inhabitanta 

of  Pennsylvania,  referred 
Mr.  Ruggles,  the  same,  firom  sundry  inhab- 
itants of  Massachusetts,  referred    - 
Mr.  Sergeant,  the  same,  from  sundry  inhab- 
itants of  Philadelphia,  referred 
Mr.  Randolph,  the  same,  from  sundry  in- 
habitanta of  Virginia,  referred 

T. 

Taggart,  Samuel,  of  Massachusetts^  waa  qual- 
ified, dec 
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Tallmadge,  Be^jamio,  of  CoBnecttcot,  was  qual- 
ified, dtc       401 

ipeech  o^  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  Peak 
Office  Department         -        -       -        -1123 

Tallmadge,  Matthias  B^Jadge,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  a  oommittee 
was  appointed  to  inqoire  into  the  official 
conduct  of    ......  1S96 

report  of  a  resolution  to  ash  the  attendanoe 
of  Hon.  Nathan  Sanford,  a  Senator  from 
-New  Tork«  before  the  committee,  ag^peed 

to 1914 

inveatigation  postponed     ....  1380 
Taiboty  Elisha,  and  others,  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  indefinitely  postponed         -        •  1454 
TaUow  Candlea,  Mr.  Stearns  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  manufacturers  of,  in  Ma^ 
sachusetts,  referred        ....    679 
Tariff  of  Duties,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury,  with  a  -  -  -  •  960 
Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a 

I>etition  on  the  subject  of  the  -  •  -  1187 
a  bill  to  regulate  the,  reported  .  •  -  1267 
discussion  on  the  same  1268, 1274, 1281,  1286 
bill  ordered  to  be  printed  ...  -  1289 
discussion  renewed  -  1312, 1314,  1328, 1346 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1349 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1352 
Tatham,  William,  Mr.  Nelson  of  Virginia  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  War        -        .        .    735 
report  of  that  officer  thereon      ...    679 
Tatom,  Absalom,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  and  committee  discharged    -        •  1408 
Taylor,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  remarks  of,  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Gholson  on  the  reference  of  asulH 
ject  touching  the  militia         ...    378 
speech  of,  on  the  expediency  of  a  uniibm 

system  of  bankruptcy  ....  454 
apeech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  eommefoe  616 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  OAi- 

eral  Staff 1234 

Taylor  and  McNeale,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief 

of,  read  twice         .....  1303 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1353 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased    ...  1357 
Tau]|  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  reTonue  report       -    032 
i^eedi  of,  on  the  military  service  bill-        -    989 
Telegran^    (See  Co/fe#,  Ckrutppker.) 
Tel£Ur,  Thomas,  of  Georgia,  was  quahfied,  6ct»    381 
speech  o^  on  the  United  Sutes  Bank  bill  -  1146 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  -  1316 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Cannon  presented  a  resolulioii 
of  the  Legislature  of,  rejecting  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Constitution  pr^raaed  by 
Massachusetts  and  Conneettoul      -        -    932 
Thomas,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  report  conoecn- 

ing  pre-emption  rights  ....    397 
Thomas,  Colonel  James,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mo- 
Kee,  a  oommittee  was  appoinlad  to  re- 
quest the  President  to  cause  the  account 
.  of  the  late  Deputy  Quartermaster  Gene- 
ral, to  be  laid  beibre  the  House      •        •    961 
a  letter  from  William  Simmons,  stating  cer- 

.  tain  defalcations  of        -        -        -        -  1200 
a  Message  from  the  President  enclosing  sun- 
dry documents 1211 

the  Speaker  preeentad  a  letter  from,  veftrred  1865 
report  of  the  committee     ....  1420 


Thro^,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  rcveoM  icpnt  •  96 
Tobacco  Manu&cturers,  Mr.  WeodoferfnKBt' 

ed  a  petition  of     -  -     ■     •  37! 

Todd,  Charies,  a  bill  for  rriief  oC  twieemi   .  92 
ordered  to  a  third  readbig  •      •     •    •  135) 
read  a  third  time,  and  puted   •     •     •  IISS 
Tonnage  of  Foreign  Veaseh,  on  motioB  of  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  tttt  CoonittK  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instnieted  to  m< 
quire  whether  any  and  whst  altentim 
are  necesaary  in  laws  imponog  ditia  00  lOtt 
Trade  with  the  Indians,  a  bill  sop^eatilto 

the  act  to  regulate,  twice  rnd     •     •  IIH 

ordered  «»  a  third  reading  -      -     •     •  13S7 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasied    -     •     •  l^i 

Mr.  Baaton  presented  a  pelilion  of  tsaixj 

inhabitants  of  Missouri  Territoij,  pnj- 

ing  to  be  ineorporaled  as  •  oooponyfar 

purpoeea  of  • I2> 

Trade  with  British  Golonies,  Mr.  Sog,  onf» 
sadiusetts,    presented   saadry  pdHim 
from  York  and  Castine,  on  the  lobject  of  llflf 
Traffic  in  Slavea,  in  the  District  of  Cohnyi, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph  a  cooBOet 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  tb  oii- 
enoe  of  a      -        -       -      -     •    •  HH 
Mr.  Randolph  asked  and  obtained  krcfir 
the  committee  to  send  for  pemu  ni 
papers  -        -        -       .       .     .    -lUt 
report  of  aaid  committee  laid  on  tfie  tiUe  •  1^ 
Transportation   of   Baggage^    (See  FMv 

TreasQiy,  statement  of  the  actnal  leoafliii^ 
diaborsements  of  the      -      *     '     '^ 
demands  oui  the  past  year  -      *     *    '  !m 

Treasury  Nates,  usee  of  the,  exphuned  -    •  i"" 

Troup,  Mr.,  q>eech  of,  on  the  thini  m^» 

the  Commercial  bill       -      .     •    •  «" 

Trudeau,  Charlea  L.,  a  bill  for  relirfo(teiee 

read ,^ 

ordered  to » third  reading-      '     '      ,^ 
read  a  third  timo,  and  pueed   •    /^* 
returned  from  the  Senate  withtfB«i>KB^ 

and  cracurred  in   •       •      .     •    *  i*^ 
Tucker,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  an  tddHtoBilMS- 

Ury  Academy 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regaltte  eotfiem 
speech  of,  on  the  question  of  its  iioil  ?•>-  ^^ 

sage '     *  gtf 

on  the  Direct  Tar  biU       •      -     '    'Z 
on  the  Bank  blU        -       -      *     '     '  n« 
remarks  o^  on  the  Compaittieo  bill  •     '  [^^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  previous  qscitioa  - 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  ooUeetion  of  rer*  ^^ 

•nue .'     \ 

Turner,  Mesee,  a  bill  Ibr  ralief  of,  read  twice,  utf  ^ 

relSsrred  -        -       *      '      '     .  i358 

reported  with  amendments  '  ^^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •       '     '     ',\^l 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased    •     '     ' 
Tumpifce  Roads,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ta*"- ■ 
oommittee  was  appointed  to  i«9^i°JJ 
the  expediency  of  pro? iding  for  t,  wib  ^^ 
Winchester,  Virginia,  dtc     •     *     ' 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Jackeoo,  the  Ceaauif 
on  Pest  Offices  and  Poet  ^^^^.^\Zr 
atraeted  to  inquire  into  the  <il««7%: 
one,  from  Washington,  in  Feuof^  ^^ 
to  Samdusky  Ri^er 
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Roads  and  Canals— continned.  Page, 

a  bill  from  the  BenaCe  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany for  making  certain,  in  the  Diatrict 

ofCoIttinbia 1314 

twice  read,  and  committed         -        -'       -  1827 
*        committee  discharged,  and  bill  refeired  to  a 

select  committee     -        •        .        •        .  1345 
reported  withont  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  •        -        .        .        •  1356 
read  the  thiid  time,  aad  pasted  -        •        •  1368 
Tyler,  John,  and  Benjiunin,  a  bill  to  extend  the 

patent  right  of,  twice  read,  and  referred  -    516 
progress  reported,  and  leave  to  sit  again  re- 
fused    .......  1290 

Tyson,  Maria  8^  the  oommittee  on  the  petition 
of,  discharged,  and  the  petition  reforred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Roto- 
iuUonary  Claims    -        -        .       .        .  1369 

U. 

Unchartered  Bank  Notes,  a  bill  to  prevent  the 
circulation  of,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 

twice  read 1228 

the  committee  discharged  ....  H54 

Uniform  National  Currency,  appointment  of  a 

select  committee  on        -        -        -        .    377 

Uniformity  of  Election,  Mr.  Pickens  submitted  a 
resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution  so 

as  to  produce 461 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...    462 

Union  Bank  of  Alexandria,  a  favorable  report  on 

the  petition  of 1264 

United  States  Judges  for  Illinois  Territory,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  were  instmcted  to 
inquire  whether  akoration  wete  necessary 
to  the  act  regulating  and  defining  the  du- 
ties of  the      385 

Unsettled  Balances,  Mr.  Huger  submitted  a  reso- 
lution concerning  -        .        .        .        •    897 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         •  1070 
report  of  said  committee    .        .        -        •  1721 

V. 

Vaccination,  a  bill  sopplementaiy  to  the  act  to 

encourage,  twice  read     ....    940 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -       .  -        •  1408 

indefinitely  postponed        ....  1457 
Valuation  of  Real  Estate,  &c.,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Atherton,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed  to  lay  before  the  House  the 
amount  of,  dec 731 

a  statement  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
as  directed     - 768 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham,  the  same  officer 
was  directed  to  m^e  a  statement  in  re- 
gard to  lands  .....    9.32 

report  in  reply  ......    979 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsberough,  the  same 
officer  was  directed  to  repoit  the,  in  Ma- 
ryland    1188 

statement  from  the  Secretary  in  compKanee  1222 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Crawford,  the  same  officer 
was  directed  to  report  the,  in  Pennsylvania  1 166 

report  in  reply  thereto        -        -        -     '  -  1238 
Veijon,  Bernard  E.,  a  ImII  from  the  Senate  to 
extend  certain  privileges  to,  twice  read, 
and  referred  .••.--  1048 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading 1189 

read  a  third  timci  and  passed  as  amended  -  1196 


1280 
1296 


Page. 
Vermont,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Marsh,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  altering  the  terms  of 
holding  the  circuit  and  districts  courts  of 
the  United  States  in       -        .        .        -611 
a  bin  to  that  efl^t  twice  read     -        -        -1211 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1330 
Vermont  Mineral  Factory,  Mr.  Ward  presented 

the  petition  of 678 

Vessels  Sunk,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed 
to  lay  before  the  House  an  estimate  of 
the  damages  sustained  by,  in  the  Patap- 

sco,  dbc *  1114 

Vlneennesy  a  biU  for  relief  of  certain  claimants  to 

land  in  the  district  of,  twice  read    -        -    978 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1320 
Yincennes  University,  a  bill  confirming  the  titles 
of  purchasers  of  land  firom  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of,  twice  read  ....    978 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1368 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1366 
Volunteers  and  Militia  Corps,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cannon,  the  Military  Committee  were 
inetmeted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  provirion  for  paying  the,  for 
transportation  of  baggage       ...    769 
report  of  inexpediency        ....  1068 

W. 

Wabash,  a  bill  to  authorise  the  President  to  lease 
the  Saline,  on  the  river*  twice  read 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Wages  due  the  Estates  of  Non-commissioned 
Officers,  &C.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parris,  the 
Military  Committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
for  an  equitable  liquidation  of  all  claims 
for,  during  the  late  war  ... 

Walmsley,  Captain  Jonathan*  a  bill  for  relief  of 

a  company  of  Virginia  militia,  commanded 

by,  twice  read,  and  committed 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Ward,  Artemas,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified 
remarks  of,  on  the  Bank  bill      - 
speech  of,  on  the  same       -        •       .        • 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhoon  - 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  Ike  tariff  1267 

1271,  1276 
speech  of,  en  the  bill  for  collection  of  the 
levenoe         ...... 

Ward,  Thomas,  of  New  Jersey,  was  qualified    - 
Washington,  the  kte  Genera^  Mr.  Huger  aab> 
mitted   a  resolution  respecting,  which, 
being  modified,  was  agreed  to,  and  a  com- 
mittee appointed    .       •       •        •        • 

report  of  said  committee    .... 

indefinitely  postponed       .... 

Washington,  the  Ci^  oU  Mr.  Tucker  presented 
the  petition  of  the  Mi^or,  dbc,  oif  - 

Washington  Bridge  Company,  a  bill  for  relief  of 
the,  tvHoe  read,  and  referred  ... 
reported  with  an  amendment     ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  »       . 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1414 
considered,  and  ooncuned  m     -       •       -  1419 
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Wasp,  United  States  SIoop-of>war,  Messra  Ward 
and  Nelson,  respectively,  presented  sundry 
petitions  from  Uie  wires  and  mothers  of 
officers  and  seamen  who  served  on  board 
the,  referred  -  -  -  -  ^  -  -  678 
a  bill  from  the  Senate,  respecting  the  late 

officers  and  crew  of  the  -  -  -  1S2 
twice  read,  and  committed  ...  1394 
reported  without  amendment  ...  1263 
oruered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1875 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments  --.---.  1377 
Watrousy  John  R«,  and  others,  the  petition  of    -  1605 
Ways  and  Means,  appointment  of  the  atanding 

committee  on 376 

Webster,  Daniel,  of  New  Hampshire,  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat   -        -        -        •    917 
speech  of,  on  the  Bank  bill        ...  1091 
remarks  o(  on  the  resolution  for  change  of 

compensation  .....  1133 
on  Senate's  amendments  to  the  Bank  bill  1389 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Grosvenor  -  -  •1341 
on  the  bill  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 

Navy 1371 

Wendover,  Peter  H.,  of  New  York,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -        •        -        .    39S 
Western  Roads,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eaaton,  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

opening  certain 1(97 

West  India  Trade,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  direct- 
ed to  give  information  to  the  Senate  con- 
cerning the 976 

report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply        -        -  1015 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions on  the 1376 

committee  discharged  from  further  consider- 
ation of  the  subject        ....  1379 

Wheaton,  Joseph,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  a  letter  from,  offering  himself  as  a 
candidate  for  Sergeant-at-Arms      -        -     375 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read      -        -        -    731 
WheatOD,  Laban,  of  Massechusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -        •        -        -    379 
White,  Jonathan,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    691 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .    690 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    694 
White,  Robert,  and  Jacob  Wrighter,  a  bill  from 

the  Senate  to  increase  the  pensions  of    -    804 
read  twice,  and  committed     •        -        •    817 
reported  with  amendments,  and  recommit- 
ted       --•-;••    976 
Imported  with  amendments,  which  were  or- 
deied  to  be  engrossed     ....    978 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    997 
Whitehall,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Savage,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  erecting  a  new  collection  dis- 
trict, under  the  name  of         -        -        -    408 
White  Lead,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  petition 
of  the  Lexington  Manufacturing  Compa- 
ny, referred  ------    478 

Widows  and  Children  of  non-commiaiioned  offi- 
cers, musicians,  and  privates,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Militai;y  Committee 
we  inatmcted  to  inquire  into  the  ex 
ency  of  providing  by  law  for  the    - 


Widows  and  Orphans  of  volunteos  ui  nilitu, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  t  ouittee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  iato  thiafBdi* 
ency  of  providing  for  the      •     •    •  SK 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the,  twios  reid  -    .  45i 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  tiie  WMt  •  m 
Mr*  McLean  presented  a  meaMiialtf  tkt 

Legislature  of  Ohio  on  ths  bum  nijact  M 
the  committee  discharged,  and  sabjeetiidet 

initely  postponed IIIS 

Wilde,  Mr.  remarka  of,  on  the  additiooal  Militi* 

ly  Academj 4Sl,tt 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regalats  eoanne  S8 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  King's  resotatioa  Mdiif 
commercial  restrictions  -      -     *     •  9fi 
WiUkekni,  John  Phitip.  Mr.  Middlelsi  prcMt- 

ed  the  petition  of lUI 

Williams,  Thomas,  Mr.  Savage  ytmaUdi^ 

tition  of,  which  was  nSund  to  At  Wv 

Department  -        .       .      .     •    • 

Williams,  Mr.,  of  North  CaroliBa,ipeeelia(« 

the  Revenue  report       .      -     •    • 

WUloughby,  Weatoll,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  NevTa^ 

presented  the  petition  of^  ooototflv  ^ 

election  of  William  S.  Smith.  nMti 

the  Committee  on  Electioiii  - 

report  in  favor  ot,  refoired  to  theCflaai^ 

tee  of  the  Whole   •       •      -  / 
report  concurred  in,  and  a  rsmlotka  m 

the  peUtioner  is  entitled  to  a  scst  • 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  ssst     •    - 

Wibon,  Edwaxdt  n  bill  from  the  BMito  iff» 

liefo^  twice  read,  and  refBied     -    -^ 

reported  with  nmondments       '     '    '  |^ 

ordeied  to  m  third  reading       -     '    '  !2 

read  a  third  time,  mnd  psswd  •••■««  ^»^' 

Wilson,  Joseph,  m  biU  for  rehef  oi;  tmce  w*  ^^^ 

and  committed  -  -  '  '  '  ilSS 
reported  with  an  nmendment  -  *  ^^^ 
read  a  third  time  •  -  '  V,' 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  tf  «»»*  ^^j^ 
ment  -  -  -  •  '  '  ^  lijj 
considered,  and  eoncurred  in  -  *  * 
Winn,  John  W.,«n  adverse  report  on  the  p^  ^ 

tion  of^  concurred  in      •      '     '  _-. 
Winahip,  Hyde,  dfc  Company,  Bfr^»wnw  ftf  ^^ 

sented  the  petition  of,  referred     •     * 

Winter,  Gabriel,  and  others,  a  Iriil  »Bfii»fflr  ^^^ 

certain  lands  to^  twice  read   -  ^^^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      *     '   ^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  w«  "[  jjj 

Uble     -        -        -       -      •     '       jjjj 

Wirt  John  T,  a  biU  for  relief  ot,  twice  mi       ^ 


fil 


9» 


37! 
38 
383 
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read  a  third  time,  and  passed       .^, 

Wise,  George  S.,  a  bUl  for  relief  of,  twiea "» 

ordered  to  a  third  rea^iB^T,    ' 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -■    j^- 

Witnesses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  >««»2i  to  S 

ary  Committee  were  w«^<^.  .^  .j. 

into  the  expediency  of  c^V^^^iit, 

tendance  of,  from  one  State  to  •»>«»«; 

in  certain  cases     -       '  ^n^^m 

Woollen  Fabrics,  the  petiliMV  w  'f  •  zZa» 

manufacturers  of,  praying  »«JTp 

Woodward,  John.    (See  Stettw;^.  •fW^cja^ 
Wright,  Mr.,ofMaryland,remarkiat  "2  ^. 

ry  of  a  resolution  conctrninf  »"»; 
penaea    -.      - 
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Hou»€  Proceedings  and  Debaiee, 


Wright,  Mr^  remarks  of— eontinued.  Page, 

on  the  report  rejeetiog  the  claim  of  Andrew 
Montgomery  .....     414,  415 


4S6 

470 


599 
676 

683 

881 

946 


on  the  additional  Military  Academy  - 

en  the  bill  to  regulate  commerce 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate 
bill  on  that  sabject        .... 

remarks  ol^  on  the  Revenue  report    . 

on  Mr.  Goldsborongh's  proposed  amand- 
ment    ...•••. 

on  Mr.  King's  reaolntion  respecting  com- 
mercial restrictions        .... 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolntton  relative  to  P. 
B.  Porter      ...... 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  floneemiag  Canadian 
Tolanteers     .••••«  1033 

remarks  of,  on  the  United  Stotes  Bank  bill,  1083, 

1118,1130,1155 

remarks  of,  on  the  traffic  in  slares  in  the 
District 

speech  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill   • 

remarks  of,  on  the  Post  Office  Establish- 
ment    ...-•< 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  io 
the  Bank  bill 

^leech  of,  on  the  specie  clause  ... 

speech  of,  on  the  inquiry  into  the  Postmas- 
ter General's  conduct    ... 


1117 
1180 


-  1310 


1340 
1433 


.  1459 


Y. 


Yancey,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  relat- 
ing to  the  Congressional  reservation       .    394 

remarks  of,  in  support  of  his  resolution  to 
reject  the  claim  of  Montgomery     -        •    414 

remarks  of,  on  the  Compensation  bill        -  1187 
'     Yates,  John  B.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat         -        -        .        -        .    387 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution 
>  respecting  P.  B.  Porter         ...     948 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  amending  the  bill  concerning 

property  lost 406 

I  on  the  final  passage  of  the  same         -        -    409 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  regulate 
I  commerce  with  Great  Britain         -        -    546 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same         -        -    674 

on  the  question  of  reoommitttng  the  revenue 
I  report .681 

on  amending  the  same      -        ...        .    690 

on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  adopting  the  second  resolution    693 

on  amending  the  bill  to  continue  the  duties 
on  goods,  wares,  dte.      ....    737 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  concerning 
salt -        .    744 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  concerning 
notes  of  banks,  bankers,  ^.  ...    746 

on  reduction  of  the  direct  tax     -        -        -    863 

on  repealing  the  same        -        -        •        -    875 

on  amending  the  Senate  bill  concerning  the 
Convention 897 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  on  the  repeal  of 
the  direct  tax         -  ...    916 

on  amending  the  Revenue  report  as  to  spir- 
its distilled,  &c 949 

on  adopting  the  resolution  thereon  as  reported    95 1 

on  amending  another  of  the  Revenue  reso- 
lutions   956 


;l. 


975 
977 

1085 
1048 

1051 


-  1057 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page. 

OB  amending  the  bill  to  reduce  the  amount 
of  direct  tax  -        -        -        -      967,968,969 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  ordnance 
and  ordnance  stores        .... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill    - 

on  amending  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
Canadian  volunteers      .... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  military  ser- 
vices    .-.*... 

on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  conlbrees  on 
the  Senate's  Convention  bill  - 

on  attending  the  bill  concerning  the  Post 
Office  EsUblishment      .  -1135,1136 

on  indefinite  poetponement  of  the  Direct  Tax 
biU 1134 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Compensation  bill  1 188 

on  amending  the  United  States'  Bank  bill  1304 

1310,  1311 

on  the  seat  of  the  principal  bank        -       -  1308 
'    on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill   -        «        -  1319 

on  concurring  wiSi  the  committee  in  their 
amendments  to  the  bill  concerning  spirits 
dtstUled,  dbc.  ..... 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill- 
on the  final  passage  of  the  bill  concerning 
the  general  stafi^  dtc      ... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  admit  Indi 
ana  into  the  Union        ... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  admit  Mis- 
sissippi into  the  Union  ... 

on  concurring  in  the  Senate's  amendments 
to  the  Post  Office  bill     .        -        - 

on  amending  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff   .1313, 

1315,  1336,  1336,  1347,  1348 

on  poatponing  the  Senate's  amendments  to 
the  Bank  bill 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  postpone  in- 
definitely the  Tariff  bill  . 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill    - 

on  concurring  in  the  Senate's  amendments 
to  the  Appropriation  bill 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mrs.  Hamilton  .        -        -        -        - 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  salaries  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  concerning 
the  privateer  Roger        ... 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  compensation  of  Ministers 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  specie  pay- 
menU    -        -        -        -        -        -1439,1430 

on  the  question  of  passing  said  bill     -        -  1437 

on  concurring  in  the  Senate's  amendments 
to  the  Tariff  bill 1438 

on  amending  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  con- 
cerning collection  of  revenue  ...  1450 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  resolution        -  1451 

Young  King,  a  chief  of  the  Seneca  tribe,  a  bill 
fi»r  the  relief  of,  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased     - 
Young,  William.    (See  Farrar,  Thonuu.) 
Zaigler,  William.    (See  Enters,  LcwU.) 
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-  1301 


-  1311 


1344 
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PtMic  AcU  amd  Bemfiutians. 


PUBLIC  ACTS  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 


•  1878 


-  1794 


1888 


A.  Page.  I 

Algerine  Vetseli  captured  and  restored,  an  act 
providing  for  the  distribution  of  $100»000 
among  the  captors  of     •        -        - 

Annual  Transfer  and  Changes  of  Property,  an 
act  to  enlarge  the  time  lor  aseertaming 
the,  subject  to  direct  tax 

Appeal  from  the  Circuit  Court  of  The  District  of 

Columbia,  an  act  to  limit  the  right  of     -  1805 

Armories,  an  act  to  increase  the  compensation 
of  the  Superintendents  at  Springfield  and 
Harper's  Feny      •        .        .        .        • 

Armj  and  Militia,  an  act  making  additional  mp* 

propriations  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  1798 

Articles  manuiactured  within  the  United  States, 

an  act  to  repeal  the  duties  on  certain      •  1797 

B. 

Baltimore  and  Massachusetts  Bible  Societies,  an 

act  for  the  relief  of  the   - 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  an  act  to  incorporate 

the  subscribers  to  the     ... 
Bayou  St.  John,  an  act  establishing  a  port  of 

delivery  at     -        -        -        -        - 
Board  for  Land  Claims,  an  act  for  settling  the 

compensation  of  the  commissioners,  clerk, 

and  translator  of  the,  for  the  Territory  of 

Orleans  and  State  of  Louisiana 


-  1848 
•  1813 


-  1857 


Par- 
act 

&C.,  imported,  an  act 


im 


net  to 
the 


m 

.  17» 
.  17K 


-  1889 


C. 


Canadian  Volunteers,  an  act  granting  bounties 

in  land  and  extra  pay  to  certain     •        •  1800^ 
an  act  supplementary  to  the  above  -  189m| 

Capitol  Square,  Commiisioners  of  the  Public 

Buildings,  dtc,  an  act  concerning  the    -  1889 

Chaplains  of  Congress,  an  act  fixing  the  com- 
pensation of  the     -        •        -        •        •  1909 

Cherokee  Tribe,  an  act  making  appropriations  to 

cany  into  effect  the  treaty  witn  the        -  1891 

Collectors  of  the  Direct  Tax  and  Internal  Reve- 
nue, an  act  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  1876 

Compensation  to  Memben  of  Congress,  an  act 

to  change  the  mode  of  -        •        -        -  1801 

Constitution,  Frigate,  an  act  to  reward  the  ofil- 

cers  and  crew  of  the      ....  1857 

Convention  to  regulate  Commerce  with  Great 

Britain,  an  act  concerning  the        -        -  1798 

Courtney,  J<rfin  T.,  and  Samuel  Harrisoni  an  act 
authorising  the  payment  of  a  ium  of  mo- 
ney to  1857 

Crawibxdy  William,  Frederick  Bates,  dec,  an  act 

for  the  relief  of 1894 

Crosby,  John,  senior  And  junior,  an  act  for  the 

relief  of 1865 

Currency,  an  act  regulating  the,  dec        -        -  1886 

D. 

Direct  Tax,  an  act  to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  1798 
an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  laying 
and  collecting  the 1858 

Dolph,  Charles,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  wi- 
dow and  children  of       •        -        -        •  1864 

Drawback  of  Duties,  an  act  to  allow  a,  on 

spirits,  &bG. 1913 


Duties,  on  bank  notes, 

continuing  in  force 
upon  all  goods,  wares, 

to  continne  in 
*  ditional 
on  imported  salt, 

pickled  fish,  dec,  an 

Ibice  the  act  laying 
on  postage,  an  act  to 

F. 

Farrar,  Thomas,  and  oChoia,  an  net  Ch-  dw  i»> 

lief  of 1881 

Field  Officers  of  MUitia,  an  act  ooBceming       •  1S49 

Forfeited  Lands,  an  act  to  amkoiiae  tbe  aale  of 

certain  .        -        .         -         -        -       -  iS79 

Further  Appropriations  for  tho  jcor  I8J6,  an 

act  making    -        -         -        ...  2911 

General  Staff,  an  act  lor  orgmnixing  the,  and 
making  further  proTision  lor  the  Amy  of 
the  United  States  .....  18S1 

Government,  an  act  making  appraprintionsftr  the 

support  of,  for  the  current  year       -       -  192S 


186 

lert 

1895 


1671 


Hamilton  Couri-House,  an  act  authorxizng  pay- 
ment for  the         ..... 

Hampden,  in  Maine,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain owners  of  goods  entered  at     - 

Holkar,  John,  an  act  for  the  relief  of 

Hornet,  Sloop-ol^war,  an  act  to  reward  the  off. 

cers  and  crew  of  the      -        .        -        *  1/ 

Houiehold  Furniture,  &c^  an  act  to  repeal  the 

act  laying  duties  on        -        •       -        -  1809 

I.  . 
Illinois  Territory,  an  act  making  IMbn  pnrn. 

sion  lor  settling  claims  to  land  in   -        •  18tf 
Illinois  and  Indiana  Territories,  an  we 

mentary  to  the  act  regnlating  and 

the  dutiea  of  the  judges,  dkc  ...  I8IS 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  an^act  to  regnlnia  tfio  dn- 

tieaott  •--.... 
Indemnification  of  certain  daimanls  of  poblic 

lands  in  Miarissii^t  Territory,  an  ad  ioh- 

ther  supplementary  to  the  act  pioiriding  1841 
Indiana  Tenitory,  an  act  to  aothoriae  tho  people 

of,  to  form  a  constitution,  dbc 
Inspectors,  Measurere,  dbc,  an  act  to 

the  oompensation  now  allowed  to  - 
Invalid  Pensioners,  an  act  ooneeming 
Invalids,  an  act  to  increase  the  piinsiwiB  of»  in 

certain  cases,  and  for  other  pnrpooaa 

J. 

Jniiaprudence,  an  act  authorizing  the  jndgca  of 
the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  C<rfnai- 
bia,  and  attorney  of  the  same,  to  prepare 
a  code  of,  for  said  District      -        .        -  i9tf 

K. 

Kaakaskia,  an  act  to  eetablish  a  land  distiiet  in 

Illinois,  north  of  the  district  of       -       -  1868 
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KnoxTille,  TcnneMM,  an  act  authorising   the 
sala  of  a  lot  of  ground  in,  belonging  to 
the  United  Siatea 1836 

L. 

Levint^  Jamea,  an  act  aathoriiing  the  payment 

of  a  tam  of  nionej  to   -        -        -        -  1864 

Licensee  to  retailer*,  ^.,  an  act  for  reducing 

the 1885 

Light- Houses,  an  act  making  appropriations  for 

rebttildiog,  &c 18^ 

an  act  to  authorite  the  building  of  three    -  1870 

Lost  Military  Land  Warrants,  &c.,  an  act  pio- 

Tidiiig  for  cases  of  -        -  *       -        -        -  1880 

Louisiana  and  Missouri,  an  act  for  the  confirma- 
tion of  certain  claims  to  land  in     -        •  1896 

M. 

Middletown  and  Plymouth,  an  act  concerning' 

the  entry  of  vessels  at  -        -        -        -  1864 

Miami  of  the  ,Lake,  an  act  providing  for  the  sale 

of  laud  at  the  British  fort  at  the,  d&c      -  1882 

Military  Bounty  Lands,  an  act  to  authoriae  the 

survey  of  lands  in  lieu  of  the  Michigan  -  1900 

Military  Establishment,  an  act  making  appro- 
priation fur  the  support  of  the*  ibr  the 
current  year 1897 

Military  Land  Warrants,  an  act  further  extend- 
ing the  time  for  opening  and  locating    •  1838 

Military  Services  during  the  late  War,  an  act 

making  further  proviaion  for  -        -        -  1837 

Militia,  an  act  for  the  payment  of  the,  in  cer- 
tain caaes  therein  mentioned  ...  1869 
an  act  concerning  the  annual  sum  for  arm- 
ing and  equipping  the    -        -        •        .  1884 

Minor,  Manasseh,  and  laaac  Deniaon,  an  act  for 

relief  of 1886 

Missouri,  an  act  to  alter  certain  parts  of  the  act 
providing  lor  the  government  of  the  Ter- 
ritoiyof 1893 

Mowry,  Jab<^  and  others,  an  act  to  indemnify  -  1895 

Munday,  William,  an  act  to  increaae  the  pen- 
sion of 1835 

N. 

Naturalixation,  an  act  relative  to  evidence  in 

cases  of 1802 

Navigation  Company  of  New  Orleans,  an  act 
confirming  the  use  and  possession  of  a 
lot  in  the  said  city,  to  the        ...  1834 

Navy,  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the 1854 

an  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the        -  1886 

Navy  Pensiuni'm,  an  act  placing  certain  persons 

on  the  list  of 1805 

Navy  Pensii>a  Fund,  an  act  in  addition  to  the 

act  in  relation  to  the      -        -        -        -  1839 

New  Building  on  Capitol  Hill,  an  act  to  author- 
iae the  President  to  lea^e  a    -        -        -  1793 

New  York,  southern  district  of,  an  act  providing 
additional  compensation  to  the  district 
judge  of  the 1881 

O. 

Ohio,  an  act  to  authorize  the  Legislature  of,  to 
sell  a  certain  tract  of  land  reserved  for 
the  use  of  naid  State      ....  1816 

Ordnance  and  Ordnance  Stores,  an  act  making 

appropriations  for 1800 
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Post  Office  Bstabliahment,  an  act  in  addition  to 

the  act  to  regulate  the  •        -        -        -  1809 

Post  Roads,  an  act  to  establish  -        -        -  ]  900 

Pre-emption  Rights,  an  act  concerning      -        -  1899 

Prisoners  captured  by  private  armed  vessels,  an 

act  authorizing  payment  for  -        -        -  1888 

Property  lost,  dtc.,  an  act  to  authorize  payment 

for        -        -        -        -        -        •        -  1806 

Public  Documenta,  an  act  authorizing  a  subscrip- 
tion to  a  second  edition  of  thu        -        -  1803 

Pnrchaaers  of  Public  Lands  in  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, an  act  for  the  relief  of  certam        •  1865 

R. 

Refugees,  an  act  for  the  aale  of  land  in  Ohio, 

heretofore  set  apart  for  -        -        -        -  1892 

Register  of  the  Treasury,  an  act  to  increaae  the 

aalary  of  the 1903 

Revenue  Cutter  Surveyor,  an  act  allowing  pay 

to  certain  persons  made  prisoners  with  the  1870 

Roads,  an  act  to  authorize  the  President  to  alter 
the  one  from  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the 
Miami  to  the  west  Umita  of  the  Connecti- 
cut reserve 1836 

an  act  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  mak- 
ing one  in  lUinoia  Territory  ...  1881 
an  act  making  appropriations  for  repairing 
certain 1877 

Rogera,  John,  an  act  authorizing  payment  of  a 

sum  of  money  to 1877 

Ross,  George  T.,  and  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  an 

act  for  relief  of 1880 

Ross,  Charles,  and  Samuel  Breck,  an  act  for  the 

relief  of 1884 

8. 

Salariea  of  certain  Officera,  an  act  to  continue 

the        - 1869 

Sandusky  River,  an  act  providing  for  the  sale  of 

a  tract  of  land  at  the  lower  rapids  of      -  1868 

Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  an  act  fixing  the  com- 
pensation of  the 1908 

Settlers  on  lands  of  the  United  States,  an  act 

relating  to 1804 

South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  an  act  for  the  more 
oouvenient  arrangement  of  the  times  and 
placea  of  holding  the  circuit  courts  in     -  1853 
an  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
certain  acts  of  the  States  of,  respectively  1900 

Spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  an  act 

to  abolish  certain  duties  on    -        -        -  1844 

Supervison  of  Clinton  county.  New  York,  an 

act  for  the  relief  of  the  -        -        -        -  1863 

Surveyor  of  the  Public  Lands,  in  lUinoia  and 
Missouri  Territory,  an  act  to  provide  for 
the  appointment  of  a     -        -        «        •  1890 

T. 

Trade  and  Intercourse  with  the  Indiana,  an  act 

supplementary  to  the  act  to  regulate       -  1901 

Taylor  dt  McNoal,  and  others,  an  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  1882 

Treasury  and  War  Departments^  an  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  making  alterationa  in 
the 1887 

Turnpike  Roads  within  the  D^trict  of  Colum- 
bia, an  act  supplemental  to  the  act  ineor- 
porating  a  company  for  making      •       •  1884 
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Yermoot,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  tlie 

circuit  and  district  courts  in  -        •        -  1801 

Yincennea,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  claim* 

anti  to  land  in  the  district  of-        -        -  1836 

Yincennes  Univerritj,  an  act  confirming  the  ti- 
tles to  certain  purchasers  of  lands  from 
the  board  of  truitees  of  -        ...  1877 

Yirginia,  an  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress 

to  an  act  of  the  General  AssemUj  of     -  1856 

W. 

Walmslej,  Captain  Jonathan,  an  act  lor  the  re- 
lief of  a  company  of  Yirginia  militia  com- 
manded bj    1863 


Washington  Bridge  Companj, 
lief  of  the     - 

Waspk  Sloop^f-war,  an  act 
oiBeen  and  craw  of  tlie 

White,  Robert,  and  iooeph 
an  act  to  increase  tbe 


P«86 

actfoKtlMre- 

-  186S 

the  Vile 

-       •  1850 

vandolhen, 

of     -     -  im 


Young,  John,  an  act  to  increase 
Young  King,  an  act  fisr  tbe 
Joint  Reaolutions     - 
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